Quit offer & late-night Visi§ t0/5‘r6ﬁia

Natwar goes,

after sho

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 5: The Co-
ngress announced late to-
night after Natwar Singh
visited Sonia Gandhi with
his wife that the minister
had offered to resign.

Congress spokesman An-
and Sharma said Natwar sp-
oke to the Prime Minister,
who is in Moscow, to tell him
that he would hand in his res-
ignation on Manmohan Sin-
gh’s return on Wednesday:

After talking to the Prime
Minister, Natwar went to 10
Janpath to inform Sonia of his
decision to finally quit, a move
she might have forced him to
make by dropping him from
the party’s highest decision-
making body last night.

Natwar told Manmohan
Singh that he was going to see
Sonia. After announcing yes-
terday he was not gding to
quit, the minister-without-
portfolio did not spea}f to the
media once he emerg?d from
Sonia’s residence. .

Observers interpreted the
visit as the final exercise to as-
sess the Congress president’s
mind. Not that any confirma-
tion was needed after Sonia
dropped him from the steering
committee.

Once that decision had
been taken, the Congress lead-
ership had expected Natwar to
take the hint and step down.
But he did not oblige through
the day.

To make sure Natwar did
not miss the message, Kapil

Natwar leaving Sonia’s
house on Monday night. (PTI)

Sibal, party leader and minis-
ter, had said earlier in the day:
“Description of his stay in the
steering committee by the
highest body of the party
headed by Sonia Gandhi as un-
tenable is a clear message (to
Natwar). There can be no
clearer message.”

Natwar was not seen in
Parliament all day antl was de-
scribed by people close to him
as being extremely depressed.

Sibal said: “He is a mature
and thoughtful politician. He
will understand the circum-
stances in which the decision
has been taken. The message
is clear. If he (Natwar) takes
time to understand it, what
can we do?”

As Natwar kept the party
and the government waiting,
the Opposition had a free run.
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tion leaders made it
C e that they would not allow
regular business to be con-
ducted until the government
took action that satisfied
them.

While the demand still was
that Natwar be sacked, the
leader of the Opposition, L.K.
Advani, alleged that the Con-
gress had “something to hide”
and was making the former
external affairs minister a
“sacrificial goat”.

The fuel for the allegation
was provided by Natwar’s son
Jagat Singh who said: “We wa-
nt whatever probe there is to
get over soon and let the coun-
try know its findings. What I
find very objectionable is that
in today’s day and age, this
kind of witch-hunt is going on
to try and find a scapegoat. We
will not be scapegoats.”

Advani also latched on to
Sibal’s statement. “This gov-
ernment has gone berserk.
What does one make of state-
ments made by some minis-
ters — that there are signals
and messages to Natwar to
resign? What is the meaning
of this statement? It shows
the ruling government in
very bad light. They are put-
ting the blame of the entire
sordid affair at Natwar’s
doorstep.

“How can there be two sta-
ndards? Why should Natwar
be blamed and let the Congre-
ss go scot-free? Why is Sonia
Gandhi still continuing as the
chairperson of the National
Advisory Council?” he asked.
N See Page 8
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quitting: | Natwa

Matherani Back in India, Quizzed by Sledths

New Delhi: Intelligence and En-
forcement Directorate officials
swung into action and grilled
Aniel Matherani, India’s envoy to
Croatia, on his claims that the
Natwar Singh-led delegation to
Iraq in 2001 had received ‘oil
coupons’ from the Saddam Hus-
sein regime, but the person in the
thick of it all—Natwar Singh—
ruled out resignation from the cab-
inet, saying such a step would look
like “admission of guilt”.

“It is not because of any love of
office that I am not resigning. To
resign now would look, to many
people, as an admission of guilt,”
the former foreign minister said in
a statement. Asserting that he was
not guilty of any wrongdoing in

THE 6.0

law or spirit, Singh said: “I refuse
to sacrifice myself.” He claimed
that the row over the Volcker re-
port would not stop with his resig-
nation. “The Opposition will use
my resignation to further tarnish
the reputation of the Congress
party. I will not let this happen.”
Singh denied allegations that he
added the name of his son Jagat
Singh and his friend Andaleeb Se-
hgal to the official Congress dele-
gation that visited Baghdad in
2001. “I had no authority to do so.”
A key participant, Matherani,
arrived in India late on Saturday
night from Vienna, and was inter-
rogated by officials of the Intellig-
ence Bureau and the Research and
Analysis Wing, apart from ED, at

CF INDIA

an undisclosed location.

Matherani’s claims to a news
magazine that Singh was involved
in getting ‘oil coupons’ for Jagat
and Sehgal has set off a storm.

In his reactions, Jagat hinted at
a conspiracy to malign his father
and said Matherani’s comments
had created confusion.

He said he was not part of the of-
ficial delegation, but had accompa-
nied it in an individual capacity as
Youth Congress leader to assist his
ailing father and then Youth Con-
gress president R Surjewala knew
about it. However, Surjewala is
denying the claim. Jagat also de-
nied Sehgal, owner of Hamdan
Export, was a part of the
delegation. ™ and Agencies



Natwar won’t
resign, won't
be asked to

,~/ K17
No deelsmh on replacement
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NATWAR SINGH is staying on, despite mounting Op-
position pressure on him to resign.

The government will not ask him to quit, though it
will consider the situation if he elects to resign on his
own. And Natwar has no intention of doing that either.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Sunday made it
clear that the government would —
not ask Natwar to quit the Cabi- |5 the: &rson
net, having already stripped him takes a Jecision
of the external affairs portfolio. o

But when Singh, now on a vis- vo'_u“ta"w’ we
it to Moscow, was specifically ~ Will c_O“S“_‘er
asked about the possibility of the situation
Natwar Singh’s resignation, he
replied: “If the person takes a de-
cision voluntarily we will consid-
er the situation.”

He denied there were differ-
ences between him and Sonia
Gandhi on what to do with Nat-
war. Sonia reportedly has been of
the view that the foreign minis-
ter should have been allowed ‘to
go the day after the Volcker
charges on the Iraq oilfor-food  To resign now

_ programme were reported. The would look like
Prime Minister, it has been said,  ap admission

MANMOHAN SINGH

let the minister continue main- 5
taining that the charges against of guilt
him were unverifiable. KATVEAR SINGH

Manmohan had met Natwar
on Saturday. “We discussed what has happened —
nothing significant,” the Prime Minister said. He said
he had not “made up his mind” on whether to name a
replacement for Natwar Singh in the next Cabinet
reshuffle. “Don’t know yet which way to go — have not
made up my mind,” he said. -

In New Delhi, Natwar ruled out his resignation.
Such a move “will look like an admission of guilt” and
“will not stop” with him, he said.

“It is not because of my love of office that I am not
resigning. To resign now would look, to many people,
as an admission of guilt... It will not stop with me. The
Opposition will use my resignation to further tarnish
the reputation of the Congress party. I will not let this
happen,” he said.

Natwar’s statement will douse hopes of some Con-
gress leaders, who said the minister should step down
on his own. But even these leaders acknowledge that
Anil Matherani’s allegations against Natwar are “un-
verified”. Matherani, who returned to Delhi on Satur-
day night, was grilled by ED and other intelligence of-
ficials on his statements.

ON PAGE 2
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Natwar meets

PM, b
be aske

New Delhi: A day after the
political
storm
over his
allegedly
receiving
oil vouch-
ers from
the Sad-
dam Hus-
s ain
regime in
Iraq, Union minister Nat-
war Singh met Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh on Sat-
urday, fuelling speculation
about his resignation. How-
ever, highly placed sources
said he would not step down.

Natwar, who was accused

A

by his close aide and India’s

ambassador to Croatia Aniel
Matherani of receiving oil
allotment from Saddam’s
regime for his “personal
services”, had a 40-minute
meeting with the Prime Min-
ister at his official residence.
Though there was no official
word on what transpired at
the meeting, the sources said
he was not resigning.

They said the Prime Min-
ister would not act on the ba-
sis of mere allegations or
charges and would await the
report of the Justice Pathak
inquiry authority set up to
probe the issue.

Earlier, putting up a brave

front, Natwar told reporters -

on the margins of a functio:
here that he would “face the
struggle”. “There is a strug-
gle, we will face it,” he said,
refusing to make any fur-
ther comments on the issue.

Meanwhile, former petro-
leum minister P Shiv
Shankar, who was part of
the Congress delegation
which visited Iraq in Janu-
ary 2001, said the minister’s
son Jagat and Delhi-based
businessman Andaleeb Seh-
gal had indeed travelled
with them till Jordan. He
said Jagat, who was part of
the delegation in his capaci-
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BJP bays for
Sonia’s heag

New Delhi: Even as the.
NDA on Saturday reiterat-
ed that Congress chief
nia Gandhi must resigh
immediately owning “re-
sponsibility for the' cor-
ruption in her party over
. the Iraq affair; the CPI(M)
‘safd’ the Volcker report
should not be treated as
“final and conclusive”.
BJP chief L, K Advani
said, “After Matherani’s
allegations against Nat-
war about his involve-
ment in the oil coupons
scam, the UPA govern-
‘ment and the congress
cannot deny the truth and
have lost the right to dis-
own the Volcker commit-
tee report as unverified.
Natwar should be re-
moved forthwith from the
UPA ministry and the
same criteria should be
,applied to S(znla” Agencies

el e

ty as the general secretary of
the Youth Congress, did not
attend any of the meetings,”
contrary to the claims made
by Matherani, also member

of the delegatlon “'I‘heynga
gat and And

till Jordan. I am not sure if
they came from Jordan tos
Baghdad. We were in Bagh-
dad for two-three days. Seh-
gal was not with us, I'm not
sure about Jagat,” he told a
news channel on Saturday.
Asked if he smelt a rat
during the trip, Shankar
said, “We never bothered,
neither myself nor A R An-
tulay (another member of
the team) that they were
with us. We never thought
there was any hanky-panky
going on.” agencies
> Related reports on Page 9
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personal services: Envoy

PM’s Promise To Make Guilty Pay Fails To Mollify Oppn

New Delhi: In a sensational dis-
closure, India’s ambassador to
Croatia Aneil Matherani on Fri-
day claimed that Natwar Singh,
who was stripped off the external
affairs ministry portfolio after be-
ing named in the Volcker commit-
tee report on Iraq’s oil-for-food
scam, had received oil allotment
from Saddam Hussein’s regime for
his “personal services”.

Matherani, who worked closely
with Natwar in the AICC foreign
affairs cell before the Congress
came to power, told a magazine
that both the allotees of oil
coupons—Natwar and the Con-
gress—were “exactly the same”.
“The fact of the matter is that both
allotees...in my view are exactly
the same. One has been to Natwar
and the other to the Congress. One
for Natwar’s personal services.
Don’t forget that he has been the
one who has been espousing Iraq’s
cause,” he said.

Matherani said Natwar’s son Ja-
gat and relative Andaleeb Sehgal
had joined the delegation in Iraq
in 2001 and stayed with them at the
same hotel owned by the then rul-
ing Baath Party. He claimed that
the former external affairs minis-
ter told the Iraqi ambassador that
he would like his son to accompa-
ny him as it would be a difficult
journey. “When we reached the
airport, Jagat Singh came there
and he took the flight with us. At
the airport (in Baghdad) we were
received by Indian embassy offi-
cials and taken to Hotel Interconti-
nental. After we assembled in the
lobby, Andaleeb Sehgal appeared.”

Natwar, Matherani said, intro-
duced Andaleeb as “his son’s cousin
and somebody ‘who is familiar with
Iraq and whose visit to Iraq was
timed at the same time by coinci-
dence”. Matherani claimed that
both Jagat and Andaleeb were pres-
ent at the dinner hosted by the then
Indian ambassador to Iraq. “The
hotel, Al Rashid, where the delega-
tion stayed was a Baath Party hotel
and all those who stayed there were
guests of the party Now you see the
transition in Baghdad. Jagat be-
came part of the delegation and he
and Andaleeb checked-in with us.
You can’t check into a Baath Party
hotel unless you are part of the del-
egation. So local hospitality was of-
fered to Jagat and Andaleeb, which
they accepted,” he said.

Meanwhile, minister of state for

Natwar to sue Matherani

New Delhi: Union minister Natwar Singh on Friday termed as “out-

Natwar and Matherani during friendly times

sult my lawyer for further action,” he said in a statement, adding that
he was ready to face any time-bound inquiry on the issue so that his
name could be cleared at the earliest. Questioning the motive behind
Matherani giving the interview to the magazine, Natwar said his con-
science was clear. “The obvious question is why did Mr Matherani give
this interview at this time. If he was so concerned about the matter,
why did he not go public earlier. He was in Delhi when the Volcker re-

port controversy came up.” agencies

rageous and mali-
cious” Indian am-
bassador to Croat-
ia Aniel
Matherani’s  re-
ported claims on
the Iraq scam in-
volving him and
said he was con-
templating legal
action.

“I have read Mr
Aniel Matherani’s
outrageous allega-
tions against the
Congress and my-
self. These are to-
tally false and ma-
licious. I shall con-

Govt recalls Croatian ambassador

New Delhi: Amid new revelations by India’s ambassador to Croatia
Aneil Matherani on the Voltker issue, the Centre on Friday said the en-
voy had been “transferred back’ and the process to send a replacement
had started. Rajiv Mishra, India’s deputy permanent representative to
WTO, will replace Matherani. “Matherani has already been trans-
ferred back to India sometime ago and I have no doubt that he will be
returnmg soon,” foreign secretary Shyam Saran said at a press brief-
ing. He said an “agreement” for appointing a replacement had been
sought from the Croatian government. agencies

external affairs Inderjit Singh on
Friday claimed that the Volcker
panel had not named the Congress
in its report. He, however; said a
debate would be held on the issue
in parliament after the Pathak in-
quiry authority submitted its find-
ings. “The report says Congress,
India. It does not say Indian Na-
tional Congress,” Singh said as the
opposition mounted its attack
against the government in the
wake of new revelations.
Meanwhile, the Volcker issue ex-
ploded in parliament again on Fri-
day with a surcharged opposition
demanding Sonia Gandhi’s resigna-
tion as NAC chairperson even as PM

T‘lf. ﬁr-r~
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Manmechan Singh appealed against
prejudging the outcome of the Jus-
tice Pathak inquiry authority.

The opposition stalled proceed-
ings both in the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha targeting Sonia, say-
ing it will not allow the govern-
ment to get away by making the
Union minister a “scapegoat”. The
PM said the Enforcement Direc-
torate would take cognisance of
Matherani’s statements and as-
serted that the guilty would not go
unpunished. Both Houses were ad-
journed for the day amid uproari-
ous scenes and slogan-shouting by
opposition members who trooped
to the well. Agencies

CEINDIA
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Manmohan R}etains Foreign Affairs, Dasmunshi Gets 1&B

New Delhi: Giving up pians of any
fresh induction into his cabinet,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
on Friday effected a minor reshuf-
fle of portfolios, retaining external
affairs ministry while shifting S
Jaipal Reddy from information and
broadcasting to urban develop-
ment and replacing him with Priya
Ranjan Dasmunshi, who was the
water resources minister.

Manmohan confined the reshuf-
fle, necessitated by the winter ses-
sion of parliament beginning next
Wednesday, to portfolios held by
Congress ministers. He also re-
tained the coal portfolio, which
was taken from Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha leader Shibu Soren last
year when he was sent to Ranchi
as Jharkhand chief minister.

The Prime Minister had taken
charge of }Zrnal affairs from

THE 0l

Natwar Singh in the wake of the
Volcker report on Iraq oil-for-food

Jaipal Reddy Manmohan

controversy naming him as a ben-
eficiary of the scam. While Reddy
will retain the culture portfolio,
Dasmunshi, the Congress chief
whip in the Lok Sabha, will also
retain parliamentary affairs port-
folio, which he acquired after the
exit of Ghulam Nabi Azad who
took over as Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister. Azad had also held

S DA
wh e N

the urban development charge.

Both Reddy and Dasmunshi are
ministers of cabinet rank.

Effecting changes at the level of
ministers of state, Manmohan
gave heavy industries and public
enterprises minister Santosh Mo-
han Deb the additional charge of
water resources. Another minis-
ter of state with independent
charge, Oscar Fernandes, has
been given the portfolios of sports
and youth affairs and overseas
Indians, in addition to his existing
portfolio of statistics and
programme implementation.
The sports and youth affairs
portfolio had fallen vacant follow-
ing the death of Sunil Dutt, while
Jagdish Tytler had resigned as
the overseas Indians minister fol-
lowing the report on the Delhi
Sikh riots. Ageﬁcles
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Natwar regrets loss of portfolio

Qur Political Bureau

NEW DELHi 16 NOVEMBER

HE Natwar Singh episode

I appeared to be getting

messier on Wednesday,

with the minister saying the de-

cision to strip him of the charge

of external affairs ministry was
unpleasant.

“Itis disagreeable. There is no
substance in the allegations,”
Mr Singh said. However, he
agreed with Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s views that the
government should get to the
bottom of the scam.

The minister’s statement is
confirmation that he was reluc-
tant to leave his job at South
Block. This also contradicts the
statement put out by the PMO
after his removal from the ex-

W
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“Dr
Manmohan Singh has accepted
Natwar Singh’s request to re-
lieve him of the charge,” as well
as Sonia Gandhi’s assertion on
Tuesday that the minister had

ternal affairs ministry:

L
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stepped aside on his own.

Although Mr Singh took care
not to take cudgels against the
Congress leadership, he made his
displeasure over the action plain.
He repeated his stand that the
Volcker panel report contained
“unverified allegations” against
him and the Congress party.

It may be recalled that Ms
Gandhi had refused to buy the
allegation and had gone to the
extent of voicing her suspicion
that someone had made a quick
buck using the Congress’ name.
She had also said she would not
hesitate to take action if the
contents of the report turned
out to be authentic.

Natwar Singh’s stand cannot
but be discomforting for the
Congress. It comes at a time
when the two establishments

are on a publicity overdrive to
ram in their point about the
outrage everyoue in the party
has felt. There is also the appre-
hension the minister could drag
the Congress into the picture
if the probe panel turns the heat
on him.

The minister, who is blaming
a group of Congress leaders for
the action against him, has
been signalling his resolve to
fight it out. Although the Con-
gress’ studio warriors came to
his support in the initial days,
Ms Gandhi’s assertions are sure
to refrain them from backing
Natwar Singh.

He brushed aside sugges-
tions that his exit was has-
tened because of his anti-
American rematks concerning
Iran and Iraq.



MANMOHAN, SONIA GO INTO HUDDLE AGAIN

Natwar refuses

to step d

Statesman News Senm:e

NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. — A
week after the Volcker
Committee’s report on mu-
rky Iraqi oil deals rocked
the Congress, the govern-
ment and the party carried
on hectic deliberations
today to work out a dam-
age-control strategy, even
as the beleaguered external
affairs minister, Mr K
Natwar Singh, rejected the
demand for his resignation
claiming he had the back-
ing of Mrs Sonia Gandhi
and the Prime Minister.
The Congress top brass
went into a huddle fo
devise ways to tackle the
controversy’s fall-out. Mrs
Gandhi met Dr Man-
mohan Singh at his resi-
dence for the second time
in two days, apparently, to
discuss the course of action
the ruling party would
need to take to deal with
the raging controversy.
Later, Dr Singh called the
finance minister, Mr P
Chidambaram, reportedly,
to discuss the nature and
mode of the proposed gov-
ernment probe into the
scandal. Mr Chidambaram
is a known legal expert.
The national security ad-
viser, Mr MK Narayanan,
too was present. Mr Natw-
ar Singh, who today rece-
ived support from two of
Congress allies, the DMK
and the IUML, expressed
“indignation” at  the
Volcker panel’s findings.
On the demand for his
resignation, he said: “What
for? ... I will fight back...
The BJP is not going to dec-
ide who the foreign minis-
ter of India is going to be.”
Mr Singh said the
Yer findings were

based on rewIds of the
present lragi government
which had “no credibility”
in the world. He dubbed
the Volcker report as “bull-
shit and full of lies”. Reac-
ting to Mr Volcker’s state-
ment that he did not know
that he (Natwar Singh) was
the foreign minister of
India, Mr Singh wanted to
know where did Mr
Volcker send the notice to
- India or Pakistan?

The Congress dismissed
as “false” allegations that
Mrs Sonia Gandhi had
written to Saddam Hussein
on the oil-for-food pro-
gramme,

Interestingly, Mr Natwar
Singh described the Con-
gress’ bid to send legal
notices to the UN and the
Volcker Committee as
“trivialising the issue ... and
surprising”.

The AICC spokesman,
Mr  Abhishek  Singhvi,
however, said the proposed
notice would seck details
from the Volcker commit-
tee. “Based on the material
we receive, we might sue
Volcker, or the committee
members, or any other
organ of the UN depending
on local laws of the coun-
try where we might initiate
such an action,” he added.
‘Iraqi officials sought

surcharge’
Mr Ram Naik, petroleum
minister in the previous
NDA government, today
said senior Iraqi officials
had sought a “surcharge”
for supplying crude oil to
India under the UN food-
for-oil programme in
2002. (Details on page 5)
W Editorial: Why Natwar
must go, page 6
B More reports on
page 5
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10C, Rehance
beneficiaries’

NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. --
The public scctor oil
giant, Indian Qil Corp-
oration, figures in the list
of 130 Indian companies
which allegedly benetited
from the Iraqgi oil sales
under the UN oil-for-food
programme during the
Saddam Hussein regime,

According to the Volc-
ker Committee report, the
10C lifted 4.2 crore barr-
els of crude oil worth Rs
80 crore with an outstan-
ding  surcharee  of
$3,93,914.

Reliance Petroleum too
has been listed as an
alleged bencficiary bec-
ause its contracting com-
pany, APL, lifted 15.76
million barrels of crude
oil and allegedly paid a
surcharge of $3.5 million.

Reliance’s name fiqures
in the list of dubious Iraqi
oil sales by non-contrac-
tual beneficiaries. In three
contracts, the company
lifted 67.38 lakh, 49.94
lakh and 40.48 lakh bar-
rels of oil through Alcon
Petroleum Limited. Relia-
nce Petroleum is also
mentioned as a contract-
ual company that lifted
28,32,811 barrels out of
the 50 lakh barrels allo-
cated in two contracts
worth $7,20,49,346.

Of the 3,614 compan-
ies mentioned, about 130
Indian companies have
been listed as beneficiar-
ies and are alleged to have
collectively paid over $22
million in “humanitarian
kickbacks”. SNS
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Singh says report ‘insufficient’ to nail minister

PM shield for Nat

(gt

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Oct. 30: The Pri-
me Minister today defended
K. Natwar Singh against the
charge of being one of the
“non-contractual beneficiar-
ies” of Iraq’s oil-for-food pro-
gramme during Saddam Hus-
sein’s reign.

Manmohan Singh made it
clear that the facts mentioned
in the UN probe report are
“insufficient” and one cannot
draw any “adverse conclu-
sion” against the foreign min-
ister from them.

The Prime Minister’s defe-
nce will be a morale-booster
for Natwar. The Congress,
which, too, has been tainted
with the same brush by the UN
report, has so far not offered
much of a defence for the for-
eign minister.

Many had seen the party’s
reaction yesterday — when
it said “individuals” were
competent to defend them-
selves — as an attempt to dis-
tance itself from the foreign
minister. But the Prime Minis-
ter’s public statement has sent
out a signal that Natwar is not
being abandoned in his hour
of crisis.

The foreign minister, who
returned from Moscow last ni-
ght, held a closed-door meet-
ing with the Prime Minister.

.

Natwar Singh after landing in Delhi on Saturday. (PTI)

“Natwar Singh categorica-
lly denied any involvement in
the alleged illicit payments on
oil transactions under the oil-
for-food programme, as stated
by the UN independent inqui-
ry, the Volcker Committee re-
port,” the Prime Minister’s
media adviser, Sanjay Baru,
told reporters.

“The Prime Minister agre-
ed that the facts mentioned
in table-3 of the report of
the independent inquiry com-

mittee are insufficient to ar-
rive at any adverse conclusion
against the foreign minister
and stands by him.”

Natwar had already denied
the allegation. “I am deeply
shocked and outraged by these
allegations which are baseless
and untrue,” he had said in a
statement from Frankfurt yes-
terday before he boarded his
flight to India.

Many believe that Natwar
is perhaps being singled out

twar

¥ v

from the long list of alleged
“beneficiaries” because of
India’s stand on Iran. The for-
eign minister’s visit to Tehran
in September had raised con-
cerns in Washington about the
growing India-Iran ties.

Volcker’s allegation about
him came out a day after he
met the Iranian Vice-Presi-
dent in Moscow and stressed
that Delhi would like the con-
troversy over Tehran’s nu-
clear programme sorted out in
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency rather than the
UN Security Council.

Although Washington has-
n’t officially reacted to the Mo-
scow meeting, indications are
the Bush administration may
not be too happy with it or
with Natwar’s comments.

But if the foreign minister
has to prove his innocence and
link the disclosure of Volck-
er’s charge with India’s stand
on Iran, he needs the Left’s
support.

The Left today demanded a
probe into the allegations. “It
should be noted in this context
that the US and other Western
countries who were instru-
mental in imposing the brutal
sanctions for 11 years are bi-
ased against all those who had
dealings with the then iraqi
government,” a statement is-
sued by the CPM added.




‘Govt names
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New Delhi, November 6 e A3

IN THE face of a raging political storm, the goéernment on Sunday
night appointed a special envoy to collect material on the allegations
made in the Volcker Committee report on Iragi oil payoffs involving
external affairs minister K. Natwar Singh and the Congress. A judge
to head the panel of inquiry is likely to be announced on Monday:

Virendra Dayal, a former UN under-secretary-general and former
member of the NHRC, will liaise with the
UN and its member states to gather rele-
vant material, including those on the un- 1 v
verified references in the report regarding
the “involvement of Indian entities and in- FALI-O“T
dividuals”, a Press release issued by the
Prime Minister’s media adviser, Sanjaya
Baru, said. The announcement comes am-
id growing Opposition demand for a CBI
inquiry into the Paul Volcker Committee
report that named Natwar Singh and Con-
gress as non-contractual beneficiaries in
the payoffs made in the corruption-ridden
Oil-for-Food programme during the Sad-
dam Hussein regime in 2001.

The 70-year-old Dayal, a former Chef de
Cabinet of UN secretary-general Pervez de ]

Cullar, will be granted the full powers and

authority of the Indian government to exe- B“sy s“nday
cute the pesponsibilities entrusted t(? him. # PM called Natwar
His appointment would be for an initial Singh for a

term of three months or until the comple- discussion after he
tion of his task, whichever was earlier, the met Sonia Gandhi,
statement said. ; o

Earlier, Prime Minister Manmohan senior mlmst(?r.s
Singh and the Congress’s top leadership ® ED and I-T officials
spent a busy and anxious weekend dis- questioned
cussing the broad contours of the proposed Andaleeb Sehgal,
inquiry into the Volcker panel’s report on considered a close
the oil-for-food scam. Among the options friend of Natwar
explored at Sunday morning’s discussions Singh’s son Jagat
-— after which external affairs minister
Natwar Singh met the PM — was an in- = ggﬁéﬁzz?ﬁgghed
quiry headed by a retired judge of the and residence
Supreme Court under the Commissions of
Inquiry Act. Perhaps getting a scent of it, M Searches are also
BJP’s Arun Jaitley demanded a CBI in- believed to have
quiry, citing the stand the Congress took in been conducted at
the Tehelka case, in which the party initi- the offices of
ated a probe by the CBI after packing off Hamadan’s partner
the Justice Phukan panel. company, Koyla

The strategy session at the PM’s resi-
dence was attended by Sonia Gandhi, Pranab Mukherjee, Arjun
Singh, Shivraj Patil and Ahmed Patel, besides finance minister P,
Chidambaram and law minister H.R. Bhardwaj.

Meanwhile, the ED questioned businessman Andaleep Sehgal, a
partner in Hamdan Exports — the firm which, according to Volcker’s
report, was allegedly involved in the scam. Sehgal is a distant relative
and a friend of his son, Jagat Singh, Natwar Singh had said. Search-
es were also conducted by ED and I-T sleuths at the residence and of-
fices of Sehgal, besides the offices of partner company Koyla.

T"7l i r

LR I W



'92.10] Axejjrureaed [e11us0
e yum juswhordwe papisoad aq Afrurey
Uyoes w0y JaqUIsUl aUo 1Bif) PoIsessns
Sef] 99))TUII0d B[, ANUN0D 3} A0 [[e
SWITIOTA 101X JO SIdquistu A[TWe] 00028 AT
-Teau a0] adexoed 81013-000°'T SY B papus
-wooad sey [eued uonesuadiuod ay ], 'syrod
-2 J19Y) POSITEUT] 1SOWTE JARY $99]HUIIIOD
oy, 'syoadse asay} Ojul OO 03 s9vlIW
W00 DM] PIINITISUOD SBY ALISTUTW Y1,
"SOATIE]SI ,SWITIOTA JOLI 0} sqof pue uoljes
-uadwod 0Se NG UONESIISaAUT-a1 B ATUO
j0u pastwoad pey o ‘dn pomoqIoj usaq
2ARY SROURINSSE STUY MOY MITAA [[IM I33ST
-UTIA WA 913 ‘Sunesuu s Aepsany, 1v
‘sandea[[oo A11ed anoj sty isurese
ysaage urdaq pinom suonesnssaul 1eyl
JUSUIBTIBR] PAINSSe pue s]0LI 9y} J0f Hor)
-eU 91y} 01 pasigojode pey J9ISIUTA WL

a1l 'Pamoflo] 1eyl AIdIno oY) pruy Jjo
191 Ueoq pey Ayl Jey) pardur 1xodal us
-}{B3-UOT}0B S, JUSaUISA08 313 ‘S)011 9} Ul
paajoaur Ajqeqoad,, se SIdpeI] JN0J Y}
Pa10TpuUI PRY UOISSTWWIO) I3BARUBN 9U)

ysnoy], ‘'uoissas 198png jusoad ayj 3url
-Inp jusulerfied 0} $SaiIppe [euorjowa ue
Suranp aourINSSE Y3 ope peY Yy3ulrs
“199W 91} ITeyD [[IM OUM JISTUTIA SWLI]
oy} SI 31 puy Kepsen], uo 3UI}gdWl [8A9]

Anwrey pajoajye yoes jo aonod
Joquiaw auo 4oy sqof ‘ajdoad 1yaq 10u ‘192 Ag pagosd
000°2¢ 40} abeyjoed 12-000°T SH 94 0] sose) SANINW
SANIWNOIIY ALSININ ~INOJIY AHISININ
SoAlje[d Liseys pue jebeyg ‘uef

SWoIA 10§ sqof pue uony | -fes “JapAL Isuiebe aqoad
-esuddwio) JISINOYY W ysald gISINoAd Nd
sadueinsse PYio = SISRI ORI =

NOILDY dN-MOT104

-Y3TY E Je USYE} 8 [[Im UOISIIep [euy v
Ane] usaq pey suorirgsasur so0110d
TYad 943 }8] AXISTUTI S0y a9y} asnesaq
PopuLWIIIodad usaq sey [g) Y.L, 19D oW
0} Pal1Jajad 3Qq S9Sed 9Y) 1ey) pspuawiiuio
-094 Sy AT)STUTUL SWoY 9} ‘SI0LI YqIS-TIue
7861 9} Ul PaJOIpUl sIapes] a3 jsutese
$93.0e0 9y} JOo UonIe31SaAUul-al pasiuioad

pey JolSTui]y stilid oy} Jo)je SUIUoN
‘UOTIe311S9AUI
8} 1940 a¥[e} 03 A[SHIT [0 83 M ‘STeak
12 Joye uadoad 0] 39S aJe — L1seys sseq
weJeyq pue jeseyqg TH'H dewny uel
-feg UspAL ysipdep — sIapes] ssea3uo))
doy anoj jsutede sosed 101y ‘pIom SIY Se
Poo3 se usaq sey HONIS NVHOWNVIN

£ 4340320 ‘Njf2Q MON
BUIRYS HSINIVY

12022 01 398 I ‘SN0 JUAUDYID 42} 104300 ISDWD (]

SasBI S10LI 8. 9qo1d mou

Lo g ,“r)\)_)._./wt/\‘ KQ

~\

Nﬂm b

M

190

L

‘lib»



saueby ‘poL Tod
jueAd[al 9y} Surmp o3e)s  Lue
Je J9)eUW Y3 JO o8pa[mouy ou pey
a8y jey3 pejels urelequrepiyyy
‘ansst a3 Surstonijod
o3 uomnsoddo ay; psajne] osle
ng ‘yuswusrsse o3 dn axe) 03 INJ
a3y} JO afim 3y} Joj Jadoxdwr sem
1 pres (I4D) exdndse( sephand
Je)pewt o) ur uonjeuerd
-X9 U PIMO ‘9SNO] 3y} UL Sem oym
‘urerequrepry) syi yeu} pres red
pueyodny] requsw INJD ‘pesund
-Xa 9q YIewsal S, Aepex jey) paisp
-10 93(19peyd Yreuwos Joyeads
Jo)ye ATUo sjeas I1ay) 0) Y00} S1aq
“wew Jrd oyl ¢, uStsex I8)STUIN
saoueurd, sueSors 3upnoys
“[[oM 9} 0} PautI0)s Aay}
jey) yonw os sisquisil Jrg Yz

pa1e3ue }] “UrerequIEply) 3u L\ /\v
uddo Sun

-9p 9[IyMm ‘osnol oy} ur jussead
sem oym ‘osfedlep rreyrq reiv
Nd 19UWLI0] INoge JIewad B opewt
ABpRL peseld eIpussd(d lequuawt
Ly J9yye 9s00] 9y0aq (oY MV

' Juaurjredap Aue

A£q padesua aq ued ays ‘Juajedwod
ST JoAme[ e J[, TOY30 yoeo YSIU
-Ie} 03 sonrod ut asoy) xoj Jedoad
joU sem 1 yey) urkes WA 9y} Jo
92UsJap 9y} 03 sured Aepex redoo
wrey Jspes| Alred ipemleureg

seousty ‘gSTRY SEM 1IN00 YS[Y SeIpey 9Y} 2.10J9 3SED XB)-8W0dUT a1}
UT STIWLEF 943 Suoure sem ‘19y)0.1q S,UreTequrepry) Aq paumo aq o}

Pres ‘npen.iure], ut ureandefoy) Ut pajrwl] stN
Teqreded.resy (4G U0 J8Y} UOTJENUISUL 3} PTes OsTe
9H 'Tesunoo Jorues se pareadde pey ofim JaAme|
STY YOTYM. UT 1In0d Y31y sepey o Ui jusun.yedsp
aY) Jsurede Juem YOTYM STTWI £ SuTpIedal aseo ol
uo 1mod swaxdns 8y} saow pmom jusurlredop xe;
-guIoour 9y} ey Aepsen,, uo eyqes YOI 9y} U pres
weIequIepiy) J JeISIUil soueuly Y[ MeN

9SBD SJjit Ul 9S Aol 0) w._c_u .—._.

~ A oy g

uajaJun

'sayouaq Lanseax) pue uonrsoddo
3} usamleq sedueloxa pajeay o3
3urpes] ‘asnoy s1y pue jusun.red
-op st ur Suruaddey sem yeym
moqe soue.roust peard p[nood I18)st
-urw Aue Joy1aym mouy 03 Jysnos
oym enjoyeIN M A Jopesl Aindap
drd Aq awm) )SIfy Y} Jof pasted
sem anssT aY) ‘eyqes Yo 8y} uJ
Inoy ue J0jJ 3snoy sy}
uinolpe 01 yemeyyays ysurg uoar
-eyg ueuLIreyo SuroIoj ‘pno ajoaq
S9U9OS ASIOU ‘SULIDIUNOD SS8I8
-uo) AW UMM ‘WA ou3 jsurede
sue3o[s Sunnoys siequswl Jreg
£q payroddns AQjuejsut a1em oym
‘9SNOH 3y} JO [[2Mm 31} 0} padooxy
uoos sIaquislt JINAVIV YL
*.posTeI 9AeY am ansst Aue
paIaA0d jou sey a9y, Surhes Aep
-UOJAl U0 ISNOH 9y} 0} uorjeuerd

X9 [euosaed s,urerequrepry) yrm
uorjoejsijessip Jurssaadxe 1yjor
N Jaquiowt [INAVIV UM asnoH
Jadd) ur A103s aures ay3 sem 3
ey
-qes Yo 8y} uf Inoyyem e pase}s
uonrsoddo pa-drd ey ‘yuasurired
-ap xej-owooul 9y} Aq jusunurod
-de s.aJ1m JaAme] STY Jnoge , o3pd
-[Mowy ou,, pey 9y jey) Juduwale)s
SN Ul yum pagsyes 0N
' A1eradoaduwur ssoas,, 9Y) I9A0
urerequreptyy d JI9)SUurjy saueu
- Jo uoneusisaa ay) 3urpuewt
-ap uoryisoddo oY} YIIM SaUd0s
Astou passsuiim eyqes YOI ayl
a[IYM Aepsan,], UO Aep SATINISSUOD
puo29s dY} J0J eyqes eAley oyl
Payo0d ased Jusuriredsp xXe)-auod
-ur ue dn Surye] urerequrepiy)
uIfeN Jo ensst oYl ‘3@ MIN

skes ‘b pinoys N4

P



BJP to demand
Chidambaram's " .-
resignation '

Row over his wife appearing for I'T department

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party will raise in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Monday the issue of Nalini
Chidambaram, wife of Union Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidambaram
and senior advocate in the Ma-
dras High Court, taking up a case
for the Income Tax Department
in the Madras High Court.

The issue had been raised in
the House and the BJP would
even seek Mr. Chidambaram’s
resignation, BJP spokesperson
Sushma Swaraj said on Friday.

AIADMK member N. Jothi
raised the matter in the House
on Thursday but the Chairman
did not allow a discussion as no
notice had been given. -

Ms. Swaraj said: “All relevant
documents have been submitted
with the Chairman and a proper

notice has been given. The mat-
ter will be raised in a big way on
Monday.”

In a statement from Chennai,
Ms. Nalini Chidambaram clar-
ified that she was the senior
standing counsel for the depart-
ment in the 1970s and 1980s. “In
one case before the Madras High
Court (clubbed with a batch of
cases raising the same legal is-
sues), my husband, Mr. Chidam-
baram, was engaged to appear
for the Income Tax Department
by Pushya Sitaraman, senior
standing counsel for the depart-
ment. The case did not come up
for hearing until May 2004,
when Mr. Chidambaram joined
the Government. (Hence no fees
were paid to him).”

When the case came up for
hearing later Ms. Pushya per-
suaded her to accept the brief

and this was the only case in
which the department had en-
gaged her. “It was a professional
matter between me and the de-
partment and my husband had
no knowledge of this at any
stage,” she said.

“l may state that since my
husband first became the Fi-
nance Minister in 1996, I have
voluntarily refrained from ap-
pearing for or against the de-
partment. This is the sole case in
which the department had en-
gaged me. Perhaps, I should not
have allowed myself to be per-
suaded by my' colleague to ap-
pear for the department but T am
clear in my mind that there was
no illegality or impropriety.”

CBDT regrets: Page 12
RN



TYTLER
RESIGNS

PM promises to

reopen riot cases

aW % N
VINOD Sharma and SAROJ Nagi (ﬁ‘,/(L
New Delhi, August 10 Al G

UNION MINISTER Jagdish Tytler re31gned on Wednes-
day night, within hours of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s assurance to Lok Sabha that he would act
against Congress leaders named in the Nanavati Com-
mission’s report on the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

After a daylong Lok Sabha debate on the commis-
sion’s findings, Tytler called on Sonia Gandhi and
handed her a personal note and a formal resignation
addressed to the Prime Minister. He had met the Prime
Minister before Lok Sabha
took up the debate.

Tytler later said he had
resigned on his own. “Why
should I put the party in
trouble? I want my name to
be cleared expeditiously...
I still say that I am inno-
cent. There is no com-
plaint against me and I
have never been sum- |
moned by any court in this §
connection,” he said.

The die was cast on
Tuesday night with the
Left parties pressing home Jagdish Tytler
the no-compromise mes- ‘I resigned on my own’
sage. In the face of grow-
ing public perception that the government’s action tak-
en report (ATR) was in fact a no-action declaration, his
exit was believed to be only a matter of time. But he
could have saved the Congress some embarrassment f
he had heeded advice and quit on Monday.

In the Lok Sabha, the Prime Minister conceded the
four demands — including a fresh probe against Tytler
and action against Sajjan Kumar — made by the Left in
return for its support against the Opposition-spon-
sored adjournment motion.

He pledged to take “all possible steps within the ambit
of law” to “reopen and re-examine” cases specifically
pinpointed in the commission’s report. “This is a solemn
promise and commitment to this House,” Singh said.

He assured measures for rehabilitation of the riot
victims and said he would consult the law ministry on
how to proceed against police officials figuring i m the
report, who have since retired.

See also Page 2



" Mr Tytler must 80y

This

AR

HE Manmohan Singh gov-

I ernment is best advised not
to try and brazen this one

out. The uproar that has greeted its
tabling of the belated Nanavati
Commission report and the sterile
Action Taken Report in Parliament
resonates with a shared outrage.
How can @ government use up the
entire siy months legally permitted

to it to Lonsider the report into a _ .

longago massacre, only to duck
each And every one of its recom-
menglations for action, in full public
view? The ATR has promised to
“efamine” the need for action
when it does not reject it outright, as
in the case of Union minister
Jagdish Tytler. There are moments
in a nation’s life when a govern-

ment seems frightfully out of touch -

with the people, when it seems to
be lurching on ahead dangerously
cocooned in insensitivity and arro-
gance. This could be one such — if
the government does not do some-
thing immediately.

Minister Jagdish Tytler must be
asked to step down so that his role
in the anti-Sikh pogrom is impar-
tially investigated. Cases against
Congress MP Sajjan Kumar must
be pursued fully and honestly.
Those weak a}ibis must be dis-
pensed w;?/—- that this impli-

cated polig€ officer is retired since

ay-not be in the CMPE butit’s stll
o g&fot late to do the right thing

and that culpable politician too in-
firm. Some purposeful movement
must be demonstrated on initiat-
ing systemic change. But, in the
end, this is about punishing the
guilty men of 1984 so that a nation
can move on from that terrible mo-
ment. The calls to forgive and for-
get nevertheless, reek of aresigna-
tion and cynicism that have no
place in a System which promises
justice to all its citizens, be they a
part of the majority community or
in a minority.

In a democracy, if mob violence
of the kind that was perpetrated
on the Capital’s Sikh community
in 1984 is ever allowed to be
glossed over, even once, if its mem-
ory is routinised — that is the
biggest danger. It would be a sad
travesty, indeed, if a government
that professes a special commit-
ment to India’s pluralism and a
more humane face to its policies,
should contribute to the undermin-
ing of faith in both secularism and
justice. It would be tragic, also, if
the government were to correct it-
self as a mere firefighting exercise,
because the opposition and its own
allies had raised the pitch too high.
The UPA government has no time
to lose if it wants to salvage some
modicum of decency and honour
from this quicksand.
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