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It’s an organised crime, multi-million dollar business: Minister

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Expressing its con-
cern over trafficking in women,
girls and children, the Govern-
ment on Wednesday said it pro-
posed to amend the Immoral
Traffick (Prevention) Act to
make the law more effective.

Responding to a calling atten-
tion motion moved by Minati
Sen (Communist Party of India-
Marxist) in the Lok Sabha, Min-
ister of State for Human Re-
source Development Kanti
Singh said the Ministry would
take the amendments to the
Cabinet for approval.

Ms, Sen said the increasing in-
cidence of trafficking threatened
the social fabric of the country.
Girls under 18 were being lured
from Nepal, West Bengal, Assam
and others parts on the promise
of jobs and pushed into

e Research correlated HIV/AIDS and trafficking m other
sexually transmitted diseases.

@ Victims led miserable lives,
esteem.

devoid of dlqn}ty and self-

o Concerted efforts of State, Centre and society needed,

prostitution.

Terming the problem sensi-
tive and serious, Ms. Kanti Singh
said commercial exploitation of
the vulnerability of women and
children had become an orga-
nised crime and multimillion
dollar business.

Research showed a correla-
tion between HIV/AIDS and
trafficking and other sexually
transmitted diseases.

The problem was compound-
ed by the increase in the number
of children orphaned by the pan-

demic. Society discriminated
against such children and their
rights were often violated. This
also led to the family system
breaking down.

The Minister said women and
children who were trafficked in
not only faced: health hazards
but were also denied educational
opportunities. They led a miser-
able life, devoid of dignity and
self-esteem.

Reasons
Trafficking occurred for a

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: All business relating
to the Home Ministry was
postponed in the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday as the Union
Home Minister had virtually
lost his voice due to a sore
throat.

It happened during the
question hour when Mr. Patil
attempted to reply a question
raised by BJP member Sushma
Swaraj on whether the

government proposed to
formulate any joint policy with
Nepal to combat Maoists after
the Jehanabad jail attack.

“I sympathise with the
Home Minister for his bad
throat. If he wants the
question can be postponed to
next Wednesday,” Ms. Swaraj
said. “No point sympathising,
You must show sympathy,”
Chairman Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat said amidst
laughter.

Sore throat lets down Shivraj Patil

After Mr. Patil agreed, it was
then decided to postpone all
business relating to the Home
Ministry. This included a
question on rape of minor girls
and a Calling Attention
discussion to matter of public
importance regarding the

grave situatlon arising out of
tne prolongea viclence
prevailing in tribal dominated
areas in Assam resulting in loss
of human life and Properties.”

number of reasons. One the “de-
mand side” it was due to increas-
ing tourism and
industrialisation, rural-urban
migration, expanding demand
for commercial sex workers pro-
moted by organised criminal
networks, a demand for exploi-
tation for cheap labour and the
male dominated value system.

On the “supply side,” the pri-
mary reason was poverty. The
other causes were erosion of the
traditional family system and
values, gender disparity and
feminisation of poverty.

The Ministry undertook a
number of steps including a Na-
tional Plan of Action on Combat-
ing Trafficking in Women and
Children for commercial sexual
exploitation, and constituted a
central advisory committee to
monitor the implementation.

Bid to raise awareness

The Department was also try-
ing to raise awareness in society
and implementing the Kishori
Shakti Yojna, Swa Shakti,
Swayamsidha and Swalamban
for the economic empowerment
of women.

A combined effort with the
Home Ministry, the State Gov-
ernments and civil society was
needed to tackle the problem,
the Minister said.

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
said it was the duty of all to work
for ending this problem and see
that the country’s name was not
tarnished and its women were
protected.
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UN flesh trade alert
at Darjeelin

HT Correspondent v V;'ﬁ“r
Darjeeling, September 14 ‘(\-

THE SOUTH Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (Saarc)
should be activated to curb cross
border trafficking in women and
children, concluded participants
at a seminar on the abuse that is
presently rampant in the east-
ern Himalayas.

The two-day meet was organ-
ised by the Diocese of Eastern Hi-
malaya and the Church of North
India in collaboration with Uni-
fem and the United Nations De-
velopment Fund for Women.

Some of the startling facts em-
erging out of the seminar were
that at least 25,000 children were
engaged in prostitution in Indian
metros; around 5,00,000 girls be-
low 18 years were victims of traf-
ficking; the number of Nepalese

girls and women en-
gaged commercial sex
in Kolkata exceeded
27,000, in Delhi the
number was more
than 21,000, in Gorakh-
pur it was 4,700 and in
Benares, 3,480.

It also emerged that
India was at once a
source, transit and des-
tination country for
trafficked persons and
that the trafficking of girls from
Nepal into India for the purpose
of prostitution was probably the
busiest “slave traffic” of its kind
anywhere in the world.

“A policy change on the re-
gional level is required with ac-
tion forums concentrating on
three key areas: care of sur-
vivors, legal changes and safe
migration,” said Dana D. Fisch-

N

_UNSAFE

eet

er, director of social de-
velopment at USAID.

Nandita Baruah, re-
# » gional anti-trafficking
- and equity advisor, US-

©AID, said better sharing
of data among NGOs
working in different
parts of the country
and neighbouring coun-
tries was needed to fa-
cilitate speedy action.

Archana Tamang,
South Asia programme coordi-
nator, Unifem, felt that the
breakdown of traditional indus-
tries, lack of alternative job
prospects and innocence cou-
pled with the attraction of city
life had resulted in trafficking
assuming alarming propor-
tions. She said demand factors
had to be probed also to effec-
tively curb trafficking.

N1
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Sympathy law

for sex w

MONOBINA GUPTA

' New Delhi, June 8: Admit-

ting that the Immoral Traffic -

(Prevention) Act is being used
more against sex workers than
traffickers, the Centre is plan-
ning to drop the provision that
punishes women for “solicit-
ing”, “loitering” and “offend-
ing public decency”.

The department of women
and child development has co-
me up with this and other
changes to the law aimed at
providing relief to the victims
while tightening the noose ar-
ound the pimps.

The changes are set to be
cleared at the next meeting of
the cabinet.

“More and more women
are being booked under the
anti-trafficking act whereas
very few traffickers are brou-
ght within its ambit. This
is resulting in revictimisation
of victims,” says the depart-
ment.

But there is discord among
the states on the proposal to
scrap punishment for women
found “soliciting” clients.

Most of the states are sup-
porting the move, but Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Ma-
harashtra, Rajasthan and

e

GO

Amendments proposed

#No penalty for soliciting

oNo forcible eviction

oChild label till 18 years,
up from 16

sLonger jail term for
brothel keepers

oTraffickers’ property to
be seized

eProtection for NGOs

Delhi are opposing it on the
ground that this will encour-
age sex trade.

The amendments propose
more stringent punishment. A
first-time offender will be im-
prisoned for not less than
three years — the same as now
— and will have to pay a fine of
up to Rs 10,000, up from the
current Rs 2,000.

Second- and third-time of-
fenders can be imprisoned for
seven years and the fine can go
up to Rs 2 lakh. At present, the
maximum sentence is five ye-
ars and the rhaximum fine
Rs 10,000.

The amendments come
after the government admit-
ted to failure in checking
trafficking of women and
children.
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~ West Asia via India ' B

Statesman News Service \5"5

: B

SILIGURI, May 18. — Sex workers from
Bangladesh with an eye on the West Asian
countries are using India as a conduit.
“Women - trafficking is rampant in
Bangladesh. While.a good percentage of
Bangladeshi sex workers are active in the
border areas, a large number of them are
being sent to the West Asian countries
threugh India,” the BSF’s DIG, principal

staff officer, additional director general .

(East) Mr SK Mitra said here today.
According to the official, no systematic

study has so far been undertaken to assess -

the magnitude of cross border trafficking
of women from Bangladesh to India. “But
the BSF has started to create a data base
of such elements along with the age pro-
file of the women,” he added.

The BSE, which is the first paramlhtary
organisation in the-country to launch an
enhanced awareness of HIV/AIDS pre-
vention programme Project Prahari,
which is a UNDP project, held an aware-
ness camp of its instructors here in coltab-
oration with the West Bengal State Aids
Programme, today.

Pointing out that India shares 4097.5
km with Bangladesh and almost all BSF

— a— —
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jawans serve a good part omlr tenure at
the Bangla border, the DIG cautioned
that almost’ all sex workers from
Bangladesh are HIV' carriers, which
makes it all the more* necessary for BSF
jawans to practise safe sex.

Citing the condition at a border outpost
at Chengrabandha in North Bengal, the
official said: “Of the 35 sex workers, all of
who are Bangladeshis at that place, 65
percent are HIV carriers.”

Also by his calculations, there are
30,000 sex workers from Bangladesh and
40,000 sex workers from Nepal active in
Kolkata, ”"Many may have been forced
into this trade'and are subjected to viclent
treatment,” he said.

“Under the circumstances, it is impera-
tive for the BSF posted at the border to
challenge the identity of these women.

For besides being sex workers, it could
also be that anti-India forces are sending
them deliberately for subversive activities
in this country,” Mr-Mitra said.

1t was learnt that the BSF has started
preparing documentaries on the lives of

-the jawans at the border. “Filming of such |

a documentary is under way at the

Haridaspur international chetk post at

North 24 Parganas,” the DIG said.
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Calcutta lmk

to Washmgt)n on last year’s trafficking was bémg consid-

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 24: The
US has threatened economic
sanctions if India does not ur-
gently address the problem of
girl trafficking, naming Cal-
cutta and Mumbai as the cities
with the worst record in com-
bating the crime.

US ambassador David Mul-
ford met home minister Shiv-
raj Patil a few days ago to dis-
cuss trafficking of women and
children in India because it
figured in a category of coun-
tries as stipulated by a US law.

The US Victims of Traf-
ficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act classifies countries in
Tiers I to III on the basis of
their track record in combat-

India in Tier II, the
watchlist. But itislikely toslip
to Tier III, the worst-offender
category that faces US sanc-
tions, unless it notches up an
impressive number of convic-
tions against traffickers.

Mumbai, says the US, has
managed only 11 convictions
and Calcutta 15; Chennai at 91
and New Delhi have a better
record.

Washington will otherwise
be forced to vote against loans
to India from international fi-
nancial institutions such as
the World Bank, the IMF and
the ADB. The US may also sus-
pend bilateral assistance to
India.

The US embassy here has
already sent its annual report

ing such CXS es.

trafficking conditions in Ind-
ia. A decision is likely in June.

Unhappy with the US
threat, India has said that
“politicising” the issue will
not help improve anti-traffick-
ing measures.

“India cooperates with a
number of countries and in-
ternational agencies on tran-
snational criminal issues, in-
cluding terrorism and illegal
narcotics trade. This has been
the case with the US as well,”
foreign ministry spokesper-
son Navtej Sarna said.

“Trafficking in persons
was added to the ongoing dia-
logue between the two coun-
tries a year ago,” he added.

Sarna emphasised it would
also not be “accurate” to say
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in US threat
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ered seriously only after Mul-
ford’s meeting with the home
minister.

“Trafficking in persons is
an issue that is of priority con-
cern to us. The department of
women and child development
provides policy leadership on
this subjeé¢t and a céntral advi-
sory committee addresses re-
lated issues,” he said.

“To interpret our efforts to
combat trafficking as respond-
ing to the pressures of a for-
eign government does not do
justice to our own organisa-
tions concerned.”

Sarna, however, said that
India, as part of its larger co-
operation with the US, was
considering related training
programmes and workshops.



US heat forces
crackdown on

uman tra

Rajnish Sharma >~ J\

New Delhi, March 23 »\’\

INDIA WILL finally crack down
against trafficking of women and
children, prodded by the threat of
US-imposed economic sanctions
from June. The home ministry is
working on a series of measures
against the trade and will inform
the US about these.

The US feels India is not doing
enough, home ministry sources
admitted. If this continues, am-
bassador David Mulford has told
home minister Shivraj Patil, In-
dia’s position could be down-
graded under the US Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Act.

This would lead to various
agencies like the World Bank, In-
ternational Monetary Fund and
Asian Development Bank deny-
ing funds to India. Mulford also
felt that the Government must
ensure “strict compliance of
law”, ministry sources said.

Officials of the home min-
istry and the Department of
Women and Child Welfare will
meet on Monday to discuss
plans. States where traffickers
thrive, including West Bengal,
will be given instructions on
how to curb them. Governments
will be asked to launch special
drives from the four metros, in-
cluding Kolkata, which are
viewed as “big markets”.

The home ministry will write
to all states to crack down heavi-
ly on traffickers. It has already
identified the problem states —
West Bengal, Orissa, Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra.

“States where the problem is
acute will be asked to rope in vol-
untary agencies to launch pro-
grammes for rehabilitation for
trafficked women and girls,” a
ministry official said.

State governments will be told
to keep an eye open for child traf-
ficking victims when they launch
their special drives in Chennai,

THE HD
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Wish list
STATES

Stop traffickers
and recruit
voluntary
organisations for
rehabilitation of
women and children

METROS

Launch special drives against
traffickers, particularly those ‘
who sell minors into the sex ‘
trade

PARAMILITARY FORCES |
Tighten vigil on the Nepal and ‘
Bangladesh borders, through
which girls are frequently
smuggled i

HOME MINISTRY

Monitor spending of US funds for
training programmes against }
trafficking. Inform US about
measures planned |

PROBLEM AREAS
Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra

Kolkata, Mumbali and Delhi. The
metropolitan cities serve as tran-
sits for traffickers, who ferry
women from other states and
neighbouring countries and sell
them into prostitution.

Vigil on smuggled women will
also be tightened. Central para-
military forces, particularly the
BSF and the SSB, will be told to
step up patrol along the Nepal
and Bangladesh borders, since
women from these countries are
often sold to sex racketeers in
India.

American agencies have sanc-
tioned various funds for “train-
ing and sensitising” Indians on
the problem. The ministry will
monitor the use of such funds
and plans to send a report to the
US ambassador on the measures
initiated.
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Child tra
in S-24 Pargcmas
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Swaati Chaudhury
Baruipur, January 24

SOUTH 24-PARGANAS has
become a hotbed of juvenile
trafficking. A Kolkata-based
voluntary outfit, the Nirman
Social Welfare Organisation,
revealed this grim trend at a
seminar — Awareness and
Sensitisation for Prevention
of Trafficking — held recently
at Baruipur's Piyali Town.
Child traffickers find it
easy to operate in the district
because of its proximity to
Kolkata. They have a free run
in easily accessible areas such
as Baruipur and Sonarpur,
making the children of this
area extremely vulnerable.
The stark reality that came to
light at the January 17 semi-
nar was that this district had
the most number of child traf-
ficking cases in West Bengal.
The four-year-old NGO,
which works mainly in
Baruipur, Canning and Mo-
grahat, not only tries to res-
cue victims of trafficking but
also rehabilitates them. It held
the interactive workshop at
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cking up

Baruipur in assomatwn with
Action Against Trafficking
and Sexual Exploitation of
Children, to spread awareness
about this evil.

“Most minor girls are lured

from Jaynagar, Baruipur and
Sonarpur railway stations with
false promises of job and mar-
riages. Most often these girls
land up in brothels in Mumbai
and Delhi. The traffickers also
target minor boys who become
child labours. And the irony is
that most instances go unre-
ported at panchayats or police
stations. We have received re-
ports of as many as 65 cases of
child trafficking from
Baruipur last year, of which 60
were girls,” said Kamini Ku-
mar Guchhait, project coordi-
nator of the organisation.
Many of these victims are tak-
en to towns in Bihar to perform
in dance troupes.
" To make people in the rural
areas aware of child traffick-
ing and ways to combat it, Nir-
man is hosting video shows.
The organisation is also pro-
viding counselling to parents
and vocational training.

THE HIDUSTAN TIVMES



USno to orphan adoptl\oy

. /.
S. Rajagopalan M \
Washington, January 9 f\
AMID A raging controversy over adoption of tsunami or-
phans from India and other affected countries, the US au-
thorities have asked American citizens to steer clear of
making any moves for the present.

Following concerns over child trafficking by gangs out
to make a quick buck, the State Department has made it
clear it will not permit adoption of tsunami orphans until
the stricken nations make them available for internation-
al adoption. US adoption agencies have in recent days been
flooded with calls and e-mail messages from citizens want-
ing to adopt. Just one such agency, Eugene’s Holt Interna-
tional Children’s Services reported that it was getting 100-
plus calls every day.

The high volume has prompted the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services to come up with an advisory, stress-
iplg it will take the affected nations many monthstobe ina

osition to identify children who are actual orphans.

“Tt is only if and when these countries decide to make
these orphans available for international adoption that
American citizens will be able to begin adoption proceed-
ings for those children who also qualify as orphans as de-
fined in the Immigration and Nationality Act,” it said.

India is one of the few countries with a liberal adoption
policy from among the tsunami-hit nations. During 2003,
American families received 472 Indian children in adop-
tion. In contrast, only four children could be adopted from
Sri Lanka and 72 from Thailand, according to official fig-
ures. Indonesia, the nation to bear the brunt of tsunami
fury, has the toughest law governing foreign adoptions. It
requires prospective parents to live in Indonesia for two
years before adopting. Both Sri

Lanka and Indonesia have clamped down on adoptions

following reports that some children were being snatched.
Private agencies say they are also getting out the message
that adoptions would be premature and not in the best in-
terests of the tsunami children. As most children still have
relatives, neighbours or friends who can care for them, in-
ternational adoptions at this time will only compound the
children’s grief and disorientation, a representative of
Holt International said.
Tribals unwilling to part with orphans: Nicobarese
tribals in the Andamans and Nicobar Islands are not
willing to part with orphaned children of their clan say-
ing the community would bring them up as a collective
responsibility. “I have met some of the tribal captains
and offered to care of their orphans, but they say that
they will take care of their population themselves,” Lt
Governor Ram Kapse said in Port Blair tonight.

The tribal captains, he said, had told him that villages
could take collective responsibility of their children or-
phaned in the tsunami. “This is such a laudable effort that
communities are coming forward to stand by their or-
phans,” Kapse said. The tribes, known to be fiercely pro-
tective about their habitat and populations, had a reason to

~cheer when an Onge couple gave birth to a baby yesterday.
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REUTERS

New-born babies share a bed at Karapitiya Hospital near Galle on Sunday, as a pregnant woman is attended to on the floor.

Nagapattinam left without children

Soni Sangwan
Nagapattinam, January 9

SANTHANA KUMAR is 30. His friends
had envied his good fortune - he has
two wives. But December 26 changed
everything. Today his wives are with
him, but the five children they had be-
tween them are all gone.

Naveen, Sanmathi, Chandru, Saran
and Sadhana — the oldest is 10, the
youngest a year-old — were among the
300 children that Arya Nattu Street lost
to the tsunami. Santhana’s family and
neighbours on Maravadi Street in Arya

Nattu Street locality are the worst hit —
these families have lost all their chil-
dren. Santhana’s brother Masilamani
also lost his two children. Today, as the
family attempts to get back to some
semblance of normalcy, there is no
sense of purpose. “We have nothing to
live for” he says.

Two houses down the road, Saroja
and Ram Das grieve their dead child.
Further down, Muruganandam and
Kalaivani have lost both their children
along with Kalaivani’s sister who lived
with them. So, every family on this
street has lost a generation.

At a relief camp set up in a Nagap-
attinam temple, Santhana sits still ag
others run after every new lorry that
comes in with relief supplies. “I keep
seeing the faces of my children,” he
says, eyes too dry to even weep.

“For the first three days after the
tsunami, everyone was in deep mourn-
ing here. We thought 500 children had
died,” says Elango, one of the better-off
fishermen. But what had happened w-
as that some people in buses passing
through picked up children they found
and took them to safety. There days lat-
er, about 200 children returned.”
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Unicef conflr}ﬁs child trafflc case

UN secretary-general
Kofi Annan in
Banda Aceh. (Reuters)

Where are
the people,
asks Annan
__after tour

Banda Aceh (Indonesia),
Jan. 7 (Reuters): UN secretary
general Kofi Annan toured In-
donesia’s  tsunami-ravaged
Aceh province today, flying by
helicopter to the razed town of
Meulaboh, beyond which is a
black hole of devastation.

“Imust admit [ have never
seen such utter destruction,
mile after mile. You wonder,
where are the people?,” said
Annan on his return to the
provincial capital, Banda
Aceh.

Meulaboh on the west
coast of the island of Sumatra
is just 150 km from the epicen-
ire of the undersea earth-
quake that triggered a tsuna-
mi across the Indian Ocean,
killing more the 153,000 people
from Asia to Africa. The UN
estimated that one-third of
Meulaboh’s 120,000 people
were killed when the giant
waves ripped through the
town on December 26.

“I am deeply overwhelmed
with the misery 1just saw with
my own eyes,” said an emo-
tional Tadao Chino, president
of the Asian Development
Bank who accompanied
Annan, along with the leaders
of the World Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

But 12 days after the tsuna-
mi hit, and with aid merely
trickling in to Meulaboh
aboard US military helicop-
ters, Annan said survivors
were starting to rebuild their
lives. “We saw people begin-
ning to pick up the pieces of
their lives and that tells us
something about the re-
silience of the human spirit,”
Annan said.

Jakarta, Jan. 7 (Reutersg\ Blrglthe Lund Henriksen,

The United Nations Children's
Fund (Unicef) confirmed a
case in Indonesia of traffick-
ing in children orphaned or
separated from parents by the
Indian Ocean tsunami as rav-
aged countries were warned
to be on high alert for kidnap-
pers.

Reports of children being
taken away surfaced soon
after the killer waves
swamped 13 nations, killing
more than 153,000 people and
leaving more than a million
people injured and homeless.
But the Unicef report is the
first confirmed case.

The International Organi-
sation for Migration (IOM)
also said today that an Indone-
sian aid agency had reported
seven cases of child-traffick-
ing since the December 26 un-
dersea earthquake that sent
giant waves crashing ashore
across Asia and East Africa.

"

chief of the Unicef Indonesia
child protection unit, said
Unicef and Indonesian police
had confirmed that a four-
year-old boy was taken out of
Banda Aceh, the capital of
devastated Aceh province, by
acouple claiming to be his par-
ents.

Local police were alerted
after non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) became
suspicious when the couple
took the child to a hospital in
Medan, 450 km southeast of
Banda Aceh, she said.

“NGOs grew suspicious
when the couple were not con-
sistent in their story,” she said,
adding they now say they are
the boy’s neighbours.

Lund-Henriksen said there
were other reports of possible
child-trafficking cases, includ-
ing a sighting by an NGO
worker of about 100 infants
being carried in a speed boat

/\(\k

in the middle of the night in
Aceh province.

“We're absolutely con-
cerned about trafficking. This
is something that existed prior
to the earthquake tsunami.
And with syndicates in place,
it’s clear they will take advan-
tage of the chaos that’s going
on now,” she said.

Lund-Henriksen said
Medan had long been a depar-
ture point for smuggling chil-
dren out of Indonesia for ille-
gal adoption, forced labour, or
work in the sex industry.

The International Organi-
sation for Migration (I0M)
warned affected countries to
be on high alert against traf-
ficking of orphans or other
vulnerable people, adding that
it already had child-traffick-
ing experts working in Indone-
sia, Sri Lanka and Thailand as
part of its emergency re-
sponse to the tsunami.

“To date, actual confirmed

/'.
u

cases of human tr ﬁckmg re-
main minimal. But we are
boosting our counter-traffick-
ing operations and working
with governments,” IOM
spokeswoman Niurka Pin-
heiro said. Some 250,000 peo-
ple are trafficked in, out and
through the Southeast Asiare-
gion each year, according to
10M estimates.

EU refuge

The EU could offer temporary
refuge to hundreds of thou-
sands of children affected by
the Asian tsunami to help
them overcome their trauma,
under a proposal by EU com-
missioner Franco Frattini.

Frattini told Italian news-
paper La Repubblica he would
propose bringing the children
to Europe for several months
to allow them to recover from
the shock and to escape crimi-
nal gangs reportedly targeting
lone children.

: N
A boy carries a pack of rice

distributed b an aid agency

S ki 0

Prince William (left) and Prince Harry help pack aid items bound for the Maldives at a Red Cross depot near
Bristol, western England. (AP)
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