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~QUOTA BILL TODAYS Now NDA objects to
proposal sparing minority mstltutlons
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NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19 * L’

S the Government an-
A nounced that the Constitu-
' tion amendment Bill seek-
ing to provide reservation to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes students in unaided educational
institutions would be introduced in its

m WA

“present form” in the Lok Sabha to-

morrow, the entire NDA decided to

oppose it.

Government was counting on support
from other NDA constituents to
muster the required two-third majority
for its passage in the Lok Sabha.

But after a NDA meeting today,
JD(U)’s Prabhunath Singh said the al-
liance had taken a decision to oppose
the proposal in the amendment ex-
empting minority institutions from the
ambit of the Bill.
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V,xm NDA also%(emanded that quo-
tas for Dalits Muslims be included in
the draft. “Most of the so called minor-
ity institutions are commercially-run
and reservations should be apgplicable
to them too,” Sirigh said. BJP’s VK
Malhotra too said: “It should be ap-
plicable to all institutions and we have
unanimously agreed that the clause
exempting minority institutions
should not be there.”

Later ParhamefltaIyAffairs Minis-
jan Dasmunsi told re-
Aash that the
B e o
ment would talk to the Opposition
parties, including BJP.

Told about the NDA decision, Das-
munsi said that whateverwould the fate
of the measure, the m ould go
loud and clear aswhowas for providing
protection to the SC, ST and OBCs.

The Bill’s introducion was deferred
last week because of the concerns
raised by OBC MPs and the CPI(M).
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Bill on quota in
colleges runs 5
into hurdles s

BJP, Left parties have raised doubt\sy&f'

aspects of the legis

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHE: The Co stitution
Amendment Bill seeking to pro-
vide reservation to the Sched-
uled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes and other socially and
educationally deprived groups
in unaided private, professional
educational institutions seems
to have run into hurdles.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Left have raised doubts
over different aspects of the leg-
islation.

The Bill is to be introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Wednesday,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Priyaranjan Dasmunsi told re-
porters here on Tuesday. The
nodal Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry would clear
doubts raised by the BJP and
Left. The government would
wait for some time before mov-
ing the Bill for consideration and
passage.

CPI (M) stand

CPI (M) Polit Bureau member
Sitaram Yechury said his party
had no problem with the Bill,
which would keep minority in-
stitutions out of its purview. But
the government should plug
loopholes, which would
allow “fake” minority institu-
tions to use the Bill as an “escape
route” out of their obligations to
provide reservation to socially
and educationally deprived
groups.

The Rajya Sabha MP said his
party leaders were talking to
HRD Minister Arjun Singh and
was hopeful of some solution be-
ing found.

The party categorically said it
had no problem with keeping
“genuine minority institutions”
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out of the purview of the Bill.

Sushma Swaraj, who repre-
sented the BJP at the all-party
meeting called by the HRD Min-
ister, said her party wanted “all
minority institutions” broughi
under the Bill.

They too must give reservatior
to the socially and educationally
deprived groups including those
within their own communities.

Consensus

On August 12, when a seven-
judge Supreme Court Benclt
abolished all quotas in unaidec
private, professional educationa;
institutions, the immediate reac-
tion of all partiés was that reser-
vation must be restored. In fact,
the government claimed that a
consensus was arrived at at an
all-party meeting,

However, the BJP has claimed
that the Government gave in to
pressure from the minorities and
decided to keep minority institu-
tions out of the purview of the
Amendment Bill, while the CPI
(M) is afraid that all kinds of in-
stitutions would claim minority
status on false pretences and
thus deprive socially backward
groups their constitutional rlght
toreservations.

While the government seems
optimistic that the hurdles will
be removed and the Bill passed
before the winter session ends in
10 days, the BJP seems deter-
mined not to support a Bill,
which will make special allow-
ances for minority institutions.

The government argues that it
is an enabling legislation.

It is up to the States to define
the socially and educationally
backward groups and communi-
ties, which will qualify for
reservation.
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-SC sets up panel on students’ ugnon poll

New Delhi: The supreme court on
Tuesday directed the constitution of a
six-member committee headed by for-
mer chief election commissioner J M
Lyngdoh for streamlining university
students’ union elections across the
country which in recent times have
been influenced by the use of money
and muscle power.

Directing the ministry of human re-
source development to issue notification
within three weeks on constitution of
the commlttee a bench comprisipg Jus-

.tice Arijit Passayat-and Justice S HKa-
padia’said it would recommend its view
for keepmg criminal elements out of stu-

dents’ election, finan-
cial transparency and
eligibility criteria for
standing in polls.

The committee,
! also consisting of Prof
Zoya Hasan, Prof
Pratap Bhanu Mehta,
both of JNU, Dyanand
Dongaonkar, secre-
tary general of Asso-
ciation of Indian Uni-

" J MLyngdoh
versitieg and twe members to,

natedby Ministry, Was asked to s%%?
mit the ¥eport with suggestions within
four months from the date the notifica-

tion was 1ssue Vol

The bench sa1d one of the member
nominated to committee by the Centre
should be an eminent financial analyst,
preferably a chartered accountant.
Dongaonkar will the convenor of the
committee, it said.

Besides giving suggestions for main-
taining discipline in the students’ elec-
tion which had been affected due to the
interference of political parties, the
bench said “the Committee will also fo-
euxn modes to ensure trué denocrat-
ic election so that undesirable element
do not enter elections affecting aca-
demic envirQnment.” Agencies
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Foreign
varsity,

Incian, s

CHETAN Chauhan
New Delhi, December 9

YALE, STANFORD
or Georgia Tech-
nology — pick the
university of your
choice. There’s a
good chance they
might open their
own campuses in
India next year.

The three uni-
versities had :
backed out from Campus changing
opening offshore A pein; University college
campus after
showing initial interest last year. The broad rea--
son: they were not allowed to function independ-
ently. But this time, the government does not want
to give them — or any other foreign university
with similar intentions — a reason to complain.

The universities can decide their own syllabus,
faculty, fee structure and the final degree — and the |
government will respect all of it. But they will have
to abide by the quota rules for backward class stu-
dents in the state where they set up their campus.

The HRD ministry will formulate a separate pol-
icy for foreign education providers rather than club-
bing them with private educational institutes. “The
ministry will have a separate legislation for foreign
education providers which will be different from
that for private institutes,” a senior ministry official
said. Earlier, the ministry had included the foreign
education providers in a bill on regulation of fee
structure in private educational institutions.

Also, the ministry plans a separate regulatory
body for the foreign universities. “Foreign educa-
tion is a totally different field and we don’t want the
UGC or the AICTE to deal with it. A specialised
body will justify a different educational mode,” the
official said.

The ministry is preparing a draft legislation to
set up the regulatory body. “We want a level playing
ground but at the same time people should have a fo-
rum to redress their grievances. Also, the regulato-
ry body will prevent fly-by-night operators,” the of-
ficial said. Foreign institutions, including the exist-
ing ones (which work through private players), will
have to register themselves with the regulator.

n"”-m }rrf‘f" ""“} SR
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M Jlonty quo

fmooted in e

G

IITs and IIMs

By Akshaya Mukul/TNN

New Delhi: The stand-
ing committee of the
National Monitoring
Committee for Minori-
ties’ Education (NM-
CME), a high-profile
body under the HRD
ministry, has recom-
mended reservation
for minorities in pre-
mier institutions like
IIMs, IITs and the Indi-
an Institute of Foreign

Trade.
The NMCME is
headed by HRD minis-

ter Arjun Singh and
former UP minister
Zafar Ali Naqvi is the
chairman of the stand-
ing panel.

The report, to be dis-
cussed at the NMCME
meeting on Thursday,
has also said the “de-
recognition of AMU
from minority status is
an unfortunate develop-
ment and not in the best
interests of the minori-
ty community”. “It is
necessary to appeal
against the court deci-
sion, so that many other
minority institutions
with similar history are
not deprived of their
minority status,” the re-

port says.

The comm1tt has
also felt the need for an
“over-arching legisla-
tion encompassing the
entire range of educa-
tional rights enshrined
in Article 303). “Such a
legislation can spell out
the details of the right to

The National
Monitoring Committee
for Minorities’
Education’s standing
committee slammed
the AICTE for its
‘insensitivity’ to the
needs of minority
institutions and asked
the HRD ministry
probe its functioning

establish and adminis-
ter educational institu-
tions of their choice.”

But there is criticism
of ministry’s pro-
grammes and affiliates
also. For instance, it
clearly says that minori-
ty communities are not
benefitting from the
high-profile Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan in states
like UP and Bihar.
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~New NCERT
syIIabus will
bat

By Akshaya ukuI/T NN
,1,\..

gi\!ew Delhi: Call it a paradigm shift
or successful straddling of various
ideological and intellectual worlds,
the new NCERT history syllabus —
claiming to have stepped out of polar-
ities with emphasis on oral tradition,
contemporary accounts and case
studies — will be hotly debate

long time. N~ ‘ao

As Shahid Amin of Delhl Univeysi-
ty says, the syllabus should not'be
seen as an ideological war between
“rootless cosmopolitans and founda-
tionalists”, but something which has
foundation and yet straddles.

First the highlights of history. For
the first time post-independence, In-
dian history would have no divisions
of ancient, medieval and modern pe-
riod. Instead, from class VI, when his-
tory is introduced as a component of
social studies, the subject would be
taught as ‘Our Pasts’. In class VI it
would be mainly the ancient past
with an inquisitive “when, where and
how” as the introductry chapter. In
class VII ‘Our Pasts II’ introduces
new themes like ‘social change: mo-
bile and settled communities’ in
which there would be a discussion on
tribes, nomads and itinerant groups.
Amin welcomes it: “At least we would
know that the world of the Indian
farmer was bigger than the bullock
cart.” In class VII other new high-
lights are teaching of popular beliefs
and religious debates. In every sec-
tion there is emphasis on case study.

In class VIII, new themes on
women, caste system, education and
post-independence India has been in-
troduced.

As a student progresses to class IX,
history syllabus becomes choice-
based. Students can chose from the
French Revolution, Russian Revolu-
tion and Rise of Nazism. But the big
change is the introduction of the
theme of ‘Culture, Identity and Soci-
ety” Under this sports and politics

with emphasis on cricket and cloth7~

and cultures would be taught.

CF WBA
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NCERT makes lea,rn

gless

stressful for scho ?)Tchlldr%n

ANURADHA Mukherjee
New Delhi, October 25

THE NEW NCERT syllabi are
ready. And if its creators are to
be believed, the NCF recommen-
dation that the burden on stu-
dents be reduced and the teach-
ing of subjects like maths, sci-
ence and social sciences be
made more hands-on and proj-
ect-based has been taken care of.

The final draft of the new syl-
labi for Classes I to XII was pre-
sented to Union human re-
source development minister
Arjun Singh on Tuesday. “The
syllabi have been designed in a
way to make sure that they can
be completed in 140 periods for
primary and upper primary stu-
dents. The syllabi for secondary
and higher secondary students
can be tackled on an average in
180 periods. Earlier, they were
too vast to be tackled in even 200
classes,” NCERT director Krish-
na Kumar told HT.

The new syllabi have been ap-
proved by a monitoring commit-
tee appointed by the HRD min-
istry and co-chaired by Prof
Mrinal Miri and Prof G.P. Desh-
pande. Once the ministry rati-
fies the new syllabi, they will
come into force in three phases.

For Classes I, ITI, VI, IX and
X1, the new syllabus will be-
come applicable from April
2006. For Classes II, IV, VII, X
and XII, the new syllabus will be
taught from April 2007. The new
curriculum for Classes V and
VIII will be applicable from
April 2008.

“The mathematics, social sci-
ence and science curricula have
been given a special focus. In
science, for instance, we re-
alised that the existing course
needed to be pruned by at least
20 per cent to 25 per cent to allow
for classroom discussions and
reflection on the lessons,” Ku-
mar said.

Discounting fears expressed
by leading historians and aca-
demics like Bipan Chandra and
Irfan Habib over “non-inclu-
sion” of some aspects of Indian
history such as the nationalist
movement and concepts like
communalism, Kumar said all
aspects of Indian history had
been integrated in the new cur-
riculum. “In fact, from classes
VI to VIII, the focus is entirely
on Indian history. In Classes IX
and X, political scientists, econ-
omists and historians draw on
the relationship between India
and the world,” he added.
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Primary & upper
primary

Stress on learning
outside class.

For Classes | & I,
workbooks usmg
cartoons, comic
strips; questions
based on stories.

Secondary and higher secondary
For Classes IX to Xii, two areas:
mathematical proof and maths
modelling. Statics/dynamics,
commercial maths won’t be taught
as separate chapters.

Lessons will progress in linear
fashion. From Classes il to X,
course will address seven themes:
food, materials, the world of living
beings, how things work, moving
things, natural phenomena and
natural resources. In Classes i to
V, science will be taught in an
integrated fashion as part of
environmental studies (EVS). The
focus will be on the child’s
immediate surroundings. Lessons
on-the structure of the atom will
start only in Class X
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OURSPECIAL q AN
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 19: The Cen-
tre will introduce legislation
to set up a Textbook Council
that will vet controversial text-
books published by organisa-
tions propagating religious
fundamentalism.

The human resource de-
velopment ministry is draw-
ing up the framework for -
the legislation, which will fol-
low recommendations made
by a sub-committee of the
Central Advisory Board of
Education.

Textbooks published by
the National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) and the State
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (SCERT)
will, however, not come under
the legislation.

The board sub-committee,
headed by political scientist
Zoya Hasan, went thrqugh
several textbooks published
by private organisations. It
found a string of glaring
distortions.

“A national textbook coun-
cil should be set up to monitor
textbooks (before they reach
classrooms). The council
should be fully autonomous
and should represent genuine
civil society and academia,”
the sub-committee said.

The textbook controversy
has been raging for more than
adecade.

In 1993, the human re-
source development ministry
set up a committee, which in-
cluded historians Romila Tha-
par and Bipan Chandra, to
scan books being taught in the

= TULEGRATH

classrooms of [Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan. All three states were
then ruled by the BJP.

The Akhil Bharatiya Shik-
sha Sansthan — close to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak San-
gh — runs as many as 14,000
schools in the country. These
schools have prescribed a text-
book with a set of questions
and answers on the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi controversy for Cl-
ass VII students. (See chart)

. Civil rights bodies have ar-
gued that several textbooks

. Bhawésﬂ%a, nsthan
& How many Rambhakis

H
fost thel

Babar

studied in Gujarat schools
contain inflammatory and dis-
torted lessons.

The board sub-committee
came across history textbooks
glorifying Hitler without men-
tioning a word about the geno-
cide of Jews. Hitler is por-
trayed as a nationalist who
wanted the Germans to have a
“place in the sun”.

According to the sub-com-
mittee, madarsas in Bengal,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh have
“found a new focus of hostility
since 9/11. Their teachings are
obscurantist”.
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No rollback
of IIT-JEE
new format

But some concessml\s m\ade for
2005 & earlier Plus Il students
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STUDENTS WHO have cleared their Class XII
board exams till 2005 will get one last chance to
appear for the IIT entrance test in 2006 irrespec-

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, September 17

~ tive of the marks they’'ve scored at the second-

ary level or the number of attempts. The new
format for the IIT-JEE — the criterion is 60 per
cent marks at the Board exam and only two at-

tempts allowed —
will be applicable
for those who are
due to appear for
their Class XII ex-
ams in 2006 and
thereafter.  This
was decided at the
Joint Admission
Board (JAB) meet
comprising direc-
tors of all seven
II'Ts on Saturday.
Prof M.S.
Ananth, director
of IIT Madras,
told reporters af-
ter the meeting,
“If a student has
not crossed 25
years then he can
appear for the IIT-
JEE 2006 for the
last time irrespec-
tive of the marks
they have secured
in the Class XII
exam and the
number of at-
tempts they have
already made to
clear the hurdle.”
Explaining the
logic behind the
60 per cent marks
criterion for the
IIT-JEE from 2006,

The change Students
who’ve got 60 per cent in
Class XIll exams will be
allowed to take the IIT-JEE
test.

How this will help
Students will henceforth
concentrate on the Class
Xli course. IITs gain by
way of inducting “raw,
intelligent and talented
students”.

The change Single-screen-
ing; preliminary exams
dropped

How this will help
Pressure will be less on
students. Syllabus will be
equivalent to that of Class
Xll Board exams. No need
for special coaching.

The change Two attempts
aliowed.

How this will help I1Ts will
get younger students.

The change: IIT students
cannot appear for the test.
How this will helpx No
seats will go vacant in the
second year.

an official of the
JAB told Hindustan Times, “We have analysed
the results of the admission tests from 2003 and
have found that students who have taken the
help of coaching centres and cracked IIT-JEE
haven’t performed too well. On the other hand,
those who haven’t attended any special classes
have done better. S.K. Dube, director of IIT
Kharagpur, added, “We need students with
knowledge of the basics of science, not robots
who can solve the IIT-JEE question paper.”
Around two lakh students appear for the IIT
entrance examination every year and only 4,000
get to study in these premier institutions. JAB
has done a detailed study of the admission pro-
cedure and found that while nine per cent of
students from urban areas get to crack the test,
seven per cent come from rural schools who
have no access to coaching centres. “The IITs
need such raw talent,” said another JAB official.
From 2006, there’s going to be a sea change as
far as the entrance test format is concerned. The
questions will be of Plus II standard and will
have objective type queries on maths, physics
and chemistry The IIT-JEE for 2006 will be held
on April 9 and results will be out by the middle
of May. “We will give provisional admission to
the successful candidates. If they fail to get 60
per cent in the Class XII Board exams, we will
ask them to leave,” Prof Ananth told reporters,
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JEE gets tougher:
No first division,
no chance in IIT

H
HT Correspondent :
New Delhi, September 12

GETTING INTO an IIT will be-
come tougher from next year.

Only a first division or equiv-
alent at Plus-2 level will make a
student eligible, the HRD min-
istry decided on Monday. SC and
ST students, however, will get a
relaxation of 5 per cent marks.

So far, clearing Class XII was
the sole criterion for admission
to IITs. The government felt the
format was creating undue
stress on students.

The format of the question pa-
per will also change, becoming a
level tougher than the CBSE’s
Class XII exam. The JEE will be
a single exam, with screening
done away with. The paper will
ask for short write-ups on vari-
ous topics, followed by objective-
type questions based on the
write-up. This will test the com-
prehension as well as the analyt-
ical ability of the students.

Students will get only two
chances to take the test. One will
be in the year they appear for
Class XII, and the second in the
next year. Those who join IITs
will not be allowed to sit again.
“We want students to take up
their Class XII examination
more seriously. That’s why we
have linked JEE with the Class
XII examination,” a ministry of-
ficial said. '

“Students meeting the criteria
and clearing the exam will be el-
igible for admission to IITs,

Y\ 4 '

0 S,

W Class Xil: Must score 1st div or
equivalent; 5% less for SC/ST

M JEE: Single exam, no screening;
paper with short write-ups and
objective questions

W Now or never: 1st chance after

Class XII, 2nd chance next year.

Once already in IIT, no more
chances

merit in JEE,” an official said.

The procedure will be re-
viewed after JEE 2006.

The changes were recom-
mended by a special task force
constituted by IIT directors to
evaluate the process. The minis-
ter approved the reforms that
the task force suggested.

- The ministry believes that
these measures will reduce the
influence of coaching classes on
students and give them a chance
to establish their competence

which is done on the basis of

{ V/";i

and intelligence.

i V'Vf":

i



Child abuse; Schools
can’t escape i)lam

New Delhi: School authori-
ties and teachers beware! If
- any of your students falls
victim to sexual abuse in-
side the institution, you
could end up spending six
months in jail.

In a significant ruling
aimed at ensuring that a
school guarantees the secu-
rity of its wards, the juve-
nile justice court here has
said the management and
teachers cannot escape lia-
bility if any of their wards
suffers any form of mental
or physical abuse.

It has asked the police to
act tough in all such cases.

In two recent incidents
where a kid was sodomised
by an attendant in a
playschool and a boy was
sexually abused by three of
his classmates, juvenile jus-
tice board principal magis-
trate Santosh Snehi-Mann
ordered the arrest of au-
thorities and teachers un-
der the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection) Act.

Section 23 of the act says,
“Whoever having actual
charge or control over a ju-
venile or child exposes or
wilfully neglects the juve-
nile or causes him to be as-
saulted in a manner which
is likely to cause unneces-

i Mi

sary mental or phys1 \
fering to the child shall be
punished for six months”.
Raising  apprehension
about the safety of children
in playschools, a five-year-
old son of a lawyer was sex-
ually abused by a Nepali
boy who was employed to
look after the kids in a East

Delhi creche.

The errant juvenile was
soon arrested and booked
under section 377 (unnatu-
ral offences) of IPC. On the
directions of the court,
Vivek Vihar, SHO, incorpo-
rated section 23 of JJ Act in
the FIR and arrested Rajesh
Kathuria, owner of the
creche.

“Ceartain  wrinlations  ap-

MUY

pear to have been ¢ 1t-
ted by the employer of the
juvenile,” the court said.

In the other case, a seven-
year-old boy in a school in
Mukherjee Nagar was
sodomised for the past one
year in a bathroom. The vic-
tim also told the court that
his teacher beat him up
when he complained about
the torture and also threat-
ened him against speaking
up.

The court directed the po-
lice to take action against
the school, in which a
teacher sodomised a child,
under the JJ Act and asked
police to file a separate FIR
against the teacher under
IPC. The Mukherjee Nagar
SHO has to file the compli-
ance report before the court
on September 9.

Remanding the delin-
quents, the court said the
contents of the victim’s
statements show that the
teacher and school authori-
ties were also at fault.

“In school, a child is in
the actual charge of the
teacher and school authori-
ties. There appears to be
wilful neglect on their part
resulting in sexual abuse of
the child,” the magistrate
said. ™~ & Agencies



National curriculum framework & the social sciences

Romila Thapar

IVEN THE centrality of a curriculum

for school education, the National

Curriculum Framework (NCF) could

have been more extensively discussed
in public. A curriculum framework has to ad-
dress educational programmes as well as ac-
quainting society with what the next generation
is being taught and why. At the present point in
the history of India, this particular NCF has a
more than routine relevance. It has to concern
itself with how we can prevent the hijacking of
the curriculum of the kind that we experienced
under the previous government.

Inasmuch as there has been a public debate on
the NCF, the more widely publicised aspect has
been on textbooks in history. This is a predict-
able continuation of the earlier debate on re-
writing history. There has, however, been less
concern with other constituent subjects of the
social sciences, namely the input of geography,
politics, economics, and sociology. Is this public
apathy due to the social sciences being seen by
the public as non-utility subjects, therefore less
important than the sciences, which is the com-
plaint of the NCF? That the approach of the
social sciences is relevant to scientists as part of
integrated knowledge needs emphasising. In ad-
dition to textbooks, two other aspects of the
curriculum require immediate attention — the
training of teachers and the reorganisation of
the examination system. These are recognised in
the NCF but in a somewhat limited manner.

Textbooks are not the only source of knowl-
edge in school nor the only way of encouraging
the development of a critical mind, although if
sufficiently sensitively written (and this is rare),
they can perform both functions. The accepted
function of textbooks is to provide a framework
for the student to access knowledge in a partic-
ular subject. We generally don’t remember text-
books triggering off creative ideas in our
school-going youth. We do remember a partic-
ular teacher or a particular book ocutside the
curriculum.

A textbook in history should provide the in-
frastructure of the subject: reliable information
about the past, an explanation of how this in-
formation can be analysed, and what this tells us
implicitly or explicitly about aspects of the so-
ciety in which we live. The range selected would
vary according to the syllabus requirement. As
more data become available and causal connec-

CARTOONSCAPE

Textbooks should certainly be child-friendly but
it is equally necessary that the schoolteacher

should be made child-friendly. Teachers need
a more intensive exposure to social science
concepts, changes in data and methods
in history, and critical enquiry.

tions are enlarged, the analyses can change.

The debate on history textbooks to be pub-
lished by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has run into
something of an impasse. Some are demanding a
return to the original NCERT textbooks, pub-
lished in the mid-1960s and later. Others favour
the writing of new textbooks based on a different
set of historical concerns from those incorporat-
ed in the old textbooks. The old textbooks are
critiqued, as being heavy and dull and therefore
diverting students from history, and for being
concerned with developmental issues. Develop-
ment as such may be out of fashion these days,
but the issues with which these older textbooks
were concerned are still with us. They will have
to be addressed in whatever textbooks are used,
issues such as the causes of economic inequality,
the continuity of social privilege, the interven-
tion of religious institutions in civic life, and the
use of religious ideologies for political mobil-
isation. Indian society in its history has experi-
enced considerable achievements but has also
had to grapple with inequality, injustices, and
violence. These are of significance in under-
standing the present.

According to the NCF, the old textbooks
should give way to books with a child-centred
pedagogy. Textbooks should certainly be acces-
sible to the young readers for whom they are
intended. However, there is some fear that the
emphasis on pedagogy may erode the disciplin-
ary orientation of the subject. Each of the social
sciences has its specific take on knowledge and
students should be made familiar with these. To
pose normative issues in the polity such as
equality, justice, and dignity as alternatives to
developmental issues hints at avoiding the ques-
tion of why poverty, illiteracy, casteism, and
communalism have come about. How secular-
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ism, democracy, and human rights became a
concern in Indian society are themes significant
to the social sciences. If the argument is that all
this is implicit in the NCF, then it needs to be
made more visible.

The document says that the social sciences
will explain diversities in Indian society with
references to local conditions so that the exist-
ence of variants can be understood by children in
their local context. One hopes that the social
sciences will also explain how diversities came
or come into being, why there is an inequality
among diverse groups, and how attitudes sup-
porting this inequality are constructed. Further-
more, how diversities can be a source of
enrichment to some cultures, but can also in
some other cases become agencies of oppres-
sion. Local conditions and surroundings can be
more purposefully studied if they are also seen in
the context of a larger national perspective. A
‘national’ framework assumes this perspective.

The impasse over the history textbooks can be
resolved since historians work within the struc-
tures of the social sciences. Discussions among
those who authored the original textbooks,
those who are proposing to write new ones to-
gether with a few other historians and school-
teachers, are in any case a necessary procedure.
Such a group can either modify the old textbooks
where possible or hammer out a new treatment
in some other cases. Intensive discussion of a
detailed syllabus will in itself be a helpful exer-
cise, particularly in the debate on the structures
of knowledge.

Textbooks should certainly be child-friendly
but it is equally necessary that the schoolteacher
should be made child-friendly. It is not enough
to encourage participative discussions between
teachers and students in class. An extensive pro-
gramme of familiarising schoolteachers both

S

with changes in the methods and concepts of the
social sciences and with child-centred pedagogy
will help. Without this, there will be no essential
change in either the approach to the subject or

\/Cthe pedagogy. Children will still be required to

memorise sections of the new or old textbook
and reproduce these for the exam. Instant work-
shops for history teachers are not going to make
adent. Teachers need a more intensive exposure
if they are to understand the concepts of the
social sciences, the changes in data and methods
that disciplines such as history have undergone
in the last fifty years, and to realise the signif-
icance of critical enquiry to education, which is
said to be the aim of the NCF.

Many universities now have refresher courses
for teachers in under-graduate colleges. Similar
courses, with minor adjustments, could be orga-
nised for schoolteachers. This is where further
reading around the textbook can be discussed.
Courses by the Open University on various sub-
jects can be yet another source of orienting
teachers to new knowledge. The creation of an
educational channel on TV for both students and
teachers remains an untapped resource for the
social sciences.

The NCF favours a plurality of textbooks. We
seem to forget that such a plurality already exists
in the textbooks being used in state and private
schools. The plurality runs the gamut from qual-
ity textbooks to a complete negation of quality.
Currently being used as textbooks are the old
NCERT history books, the BJP-NCERT books,
the State Council of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT) books in Delhi, the books
used in the States such as those used in Gujarat,
and the books used in a variety of private schools
as well as mission schools, Madrassas, Shishu
Mandirs, and such like. Some teach good quality
history; others have replaced history by fantasy,
with pernicious implications. If all these books
claiming to be_textbooks are currently pre-
scribed, then who is to judge the legitimacy of
these books, specifically as textbooks?

Clearly this needs a rational answer. Suggesti-
ons were made a while back that there should be
a regular assessment of samples of textbooks in
each category of schools. But we are still waiting
to hear if this is being done. Can it be that there is
a hesitation to intervene in private schools that
have political clout? Is this matter already be-
yond redemption? The use of a single textbook
does not preclude consulting other books. A
quality textbook would suggest further reading.
But books that claim to be textbooks, irrespec-
tive of who publishes them, if they are treated as
reliable in the knowledge they convey, must be
vetted by acommittee of professional scholars in
the particular subject and such as are respected
by their peer group. Such a committee would be
responsible to the public and to the educational
system for clearing the disciplinary content of
textbooks. Otherwise, textbooks will become
like the Internet where anything goes.

If the learning of sections of the textbook by
rote and repeating the text in the exam are to be
avoided, then the examination system needs to
be revamped. This would begin with reorga-
nising the board of examinations as has been
suggested in passing by the National Curriculum
Framework. Paper setters and examiners will
also have to be retrained to understand the
changes required in setting and evaluating ex-
amination questions. Evaluating critical think-
ing and logic based on reading beyond the
textbook at the high school level will need an
altogether different training for examiners, used
as they are to answers repeating what is said in
the textbook. Examiners will have to judge
whether an answer that differs from that of the
textbook shows initiative and further reading, or
merely reflects a lack of understanding the ques-
tion, or worse. One has heard so often from
school students about their anxiety as to which
historical interpretation to quote in an answer to
an examination question, the fear being that one
does not know which view is favoured by the
examiner. Critical thinking would make such a
dilemma relatively redundant, but only if the
examiner is sensitive to critical thinking.

If the plea against largescale change is that
such change requires finances, structural co-or-
dination and bureaucratic efficiency, none of
which is readily forthcoming, then one wonders
how we are going to organise an unmanned flight
of an Indian spacecraft to the moon, in order to
prove that India is a superpower.

(The writer, an eminent historian of early
India, is Professor Emeritus of History at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, New Delhi.)



NCERT revises National Curnculum

Framework; draft unveiled -
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Attempt made to address concerns raised by critics: NCERT dlrector x\‘l

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Under fire from a sec-
tion of the academic community
for drafting a curriculum that
“lacked a firm commitment
against a sectarian and narrow
vision of education,” the Nation-
al Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (NCERT)
has revised the National Curri-
culum Framework (NCF) 2005
ahead of next week’s meeting of
the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE).

The revised draft was un-
veiled here on Saturday by
NCERT Director Krishna Ku-
mar who said an attempt had
been made to address the con-
cerns raised by the critics of the
NCF-2005 by elaborating on the
issues in question. The NCF was
put up for CABE clearance in
June this year but the members
decided to allow States more
time to counter the charge that
the Government was trying to
push through the new curricu-

« CABE meet next week

» Seeks to make secular
democracy a robust i&ea

. Flfth qnidinq prlncip!e

without

haste

lum in
consultation.

The new document, according
to Prof. Kumar, seeks to make
secular democracy a robust idea.
Academics under the banner of
Safdar Hashmi Memorial Trust
and Communalism Combat had
accused the NCERT of “toeing a
politically correct line” while
drafting NCF-2005. Another
charge was that it did not ad-
dress the contentious issues that
had dominated discourse in edu-
cational circles during the six
years of National Democratic Al-
liance rule.

While the first draft proposed
four guiding principles to ad-

. 1r,,i"e‘
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dress distortions in educational
aims and quality, the revised
document has added a fifth that
seeks to nurture “an identity
soaked in caring concerns within
the democratic polity of the
country.” This guiding principle
of an “overriding national iden-
tity,” Prof. Kumar said, was a
suggestion made by the Bihar
Government.

As for the controversial sug-
gestion of board examinations
being made optional at the Class
X level for those who wish to
continue to Class XI, the revised
document clarifies the position.
“Boards should consider, as a
long-term measure, making
Class X examination optional,
thus permitting students con-
tinuing in the same school [and
who do not need a board certif-
icate] to take an internal school
exam instead,” it said.

About the charge that linking
education to the child’s sur-
roundings could give rise to ob-
scurantism, Prof. Kumar and

Prof. Yashpal — who chaired the
entire exercise of curriculum re-
vision — said the concept had
been elaborated upon in the re-
vised document. “The document
recognises India’s diversity as its
strength.

By stressing on local knowl-
edge, the aim is to help the stu-
dent critically engage and
negotiate with what he sees
around him. However, all forms
of local knowledge must be me-
diated through Constitutional
values.”

Also, Prof. Kumar said there
was no basis in the charge that
NCERT had no authority to be-
gin drawing up the syllabus and
preparing the textbooks.

At the CABE meeting in June,
the Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister, he said, had
asked NCERT to go ahead with
the task of text-book making
with the caveat that it would be
subject to the changesmade by
the Board in /the draft
curriculum.,
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HTC & Agencies
New Delhi/Aligarh, August 3l

THE NCERT’S national steering
committee has approved the draft
National Curriculum Framework
2005 to be placed before the Cen-
tral Advisory Board on Education
(CABE) during its two-day meet-
ing, beginning from September 6.

The committee set up by the
NCERT held its seventh meeting
in New Delhi to discuss the revi-
sed draft of the framework. Sug-
gestions from chairpersons and
member-secretaries of National
Focus Groups as well as National
Steering Committee’s members
— which were made in the last
joint meeting in July — had been
incorporated, said an NCERT
spokesman.

As per the CABE’s decision
taken in the June meeting, state
governments were requested to
discuss the framework’s draft and
send their suggestions to the
NCERT by July 30. The draft was
translated into all major Indian
languages to ensure that it reach-
es the maximum number of peo-
ple, the spokesman said.

The revisions had been effect-
ed in subjects like languages, so-
cial sciences, science, mathemat-
ics as well as early childhood edu-
cation, examination reforms, vo-
cational education & training,
‘work and education, and habitat
and learning syllabi.

The framework has failed to
impress many even after that. La-
belling the framework a “dubious
enterprise”, Marxist historian Ir-

“l‘
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N}homeworks

THE CHAIRMAN of the
CBSE has suggested that
children should not have
homework till class two and
asked the NCERT to consid-
er alternatives to homework
for classes three and above.
He was speaking at the meet-
ing of the NCERT'’s National
Steering Committee here on
Tuesday.

HTC, New Delhi

N
X

fan Habib on Tuesday said the
document would be disastrous for
scientific and secular education
in India if implemented. He was
speaking at the national seminar
on ‘Women and Education’ at Ali-
garh Muslim University inaugu-

- rated by National Commission

for Women chairperson Girija
Vyas.

“Throughout the document
(framework) there is no statement
that religion should not be allowed
to colour teaching and that it sho-
uld not be the business of schools
to spread values attributed to any
religion,” Habib said.

The historian also criticised the
proposal that envisioned children
“creating their own versions of
knowledge”, saying this would re-
sult in “glorification of primitive
beliefs” in contrast with scientific
concepts as it would open the gates
to all kinds of superstition/, /



Tanvir team on ,
Gaur blackli‘ f

RASHEED KIDWAI

‘Bhopal, Aug. 29: The Babulal

: Gaur government in Madhya
Pradesh has blacklisted Habib

- Tanvir’s group Naya Theatre,
accusing him of misappropri-
ation of state grants.

The 76-year-old doyen of
theatre has been at logger-
heads with the BJP and the

Sangh parivar over his strin-
zgent opposition to the Hindut-
va ideology.

Two years ago, Tanvir had
staged his play Ponga Pandit
across the state, drawing the
wrath of the BJP. The party’s

“activists disrupted the play
wherever it was staged, alleg-
ing that it portrayed Hindui-

;sm and its customs in bad
light. The actors were targeted

‘with eggs, tomatoes and

“stones.

Around this time, Tanvir
received a grant of Rs 600,000.
According to Pawan Jain, the

- state secretary in the culture
department, “two years have
passed but Tanvir’s group has
failed to submit accounts of
expenditure of the granttothe
state government. Hence, it
has been blacklisted”.

Tanvir was reluctant to
comment, only saying that he
was in the process of submit-
ting bills. He cited health and
family reasons for not settling

10 A6
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Tanvir: Grant cloud

the accounts yet.

Tanvir's detractors in
Bhopal could, however, barely
hide their glee. “Here is a man
who used to be a picture of
honesty, decency and civil so-
ciety. Tell me, since when has
embezzling government grant
been added to the so-called sec-
ular profile?” Devendra Ra-
wat, the Bhopal district VHP
chief, asked sarcastically.

Jain said that according to
the government order, Naya
Theatre will not receive any
grant or help from the state.

Ajay Singhwa, a member
of the theatre group, defended
Tanvir, saying the matter was
an excuse for the Gaur govern-

-~

Rary,

BJP is strongly against us,” he
said, adding the government
should have shown sympathy
towards the theatre veteran.
“His wife died recently. Tanvir
was also recently injured in an
accident in Delhi.”

Other associates of Tanvir
said he was in the habit of “fo-
rgetting” to submit bills. “You
do not expect an artiste of Tan-
vir’s stature to be a financial
wizard. When Arjun Singh
was human resource develop-
ment minister in the Narasi-
mha Rao regime, Tanvir had
got into a similar problem,”
said one of them, requesting
anonymity.

He said Gaur and Jain had
failed to recognise Tanvir’s
contribution. “In any culture
and in any age, it israre for a
person to become a legend in
his or her own lifetime. Tanvir
has attained this.”

Singhwa said things have
become tougher for Tanvir
since the BJP came to power
‘in December2003. For Several
years, Naya Theatre had been
operating from a bungalow pr-
ovided by the state. But a few
months ago, Gaur’s governm-
ent asked Tanvir to cough up
the rent, which he could not af-
ford and the artistes were
evicted, Singhwa said.
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Give proposals within 15 days on
reservation issue, States told

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Union Human Re-
source Development (HRD)
Minister Arjun Singh said on
Saturday that all efforts would
be made to bring in legislation in
the winter session of Parliament
to address the situation arising
out of the Supreme Court order
abolishing reservation of seats in
private unaided professional
educational institutions. How-
ever, he did not indicate whether
it would take the shape of a Con-
stitutional amendment or Cen-
tral legislation.

The Minister was addressing a
meeting of the State Education
Ministers convengd here to dis-
cuss. the draft central legislation
— “The Private Professional
Education Institutions (Regula-
tion of Admission and Fixation
of Fee) Bill 2005.” This was pre-
pared by the HRD Ministry after
various State Governments
sought one as recommended by
the Supreme Court in the TM.A.
Pai case in 2002, However, with
}. the draft legislation becoming
redundant in view of the recent
Supreme Court judgment, Mr.
Singh suggested that State Gov-
ernments  formulate  their
response.

The T.M.A. Pai judgment had
held that it would be open to the
Centre or the State Govern-
ments to enact legislation to pre-
vent commercialisation  of
professional education, and to
provide reservation. States such
as Kerala and Karnataka enacted
their own laws providing for

e,

quotas in such colleges and they
are pending adjudication before
the Supreme Court. All the af-
fected States had urged the Cen-
tre earlier this year to enact a
comprehensive law to regulate
admissions and fees in private
professional institutions.

State Governments have now
been asked to come up with their
response within 15 days. During
this time, the Ministry will putin
place the multi-party committee
— proposed at last Tuesday’s all-
party meeting — to evolve a po-
litical response. At Saturday’s
meeting, the Minister said that
since a consensus had evolved
on the issue, it was now for the
States to formulate their reply.

The State Governments’ pro-
posals will be referred to the
multi-party committee after
which a draft legislation will be
drawn up by the Ministry. There
will be another round of consui-
tations with States ahead of the
winter session to give a final
shape to the proposed law.
Though some States had come
prepared with a fresh formula-
tion, none of them was taken up
for discussion on Saturday as the
meeting was wound up .

The HRD Ministry has learnt
that some private unaided engi-
neering institutions in Tamil
Nadu have approached the State
Government offering a certain
percentage of their seats for res-
ervation. Their contention was
that they are conscious of the
need for factoring in social jus-
tice but -do not want quotas
thrust on them. /
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Freedom from shackles of sta %@omrol

e government’s wings have% clipped, and the
. [k reaction of the chattering class vgrges on contempt.
st week’s Supreme Court ruling has tome as a tremen- .
i dous relief to private, unaided educational institutions. At
one stroke, it Will have a two-pronged effect. The govern-~
ment has been shackied from meddling in the affairs of
such institutions; and the private colleges have been
- unshackled in such vital matters as admission and the fee
< structure — “they have unfettered fundamental right to
~ choose the students and the procedure”. The striking fea-
ture of the Supréme Court judgment — the-third clarifi-
cation to be sure — is that both the Centre and the states
_ have been barred from enforcing admission quotas in pri-
vate colleges *Even the listed classes will have to try their
luck in the state-sponsored centres of learning. However,
the doors will be open to what the Bench refers to as non-
minorities. Financially, the colleges stand to gain substan-
tially; a 15 per cent reservation has been introduced for
_ NRIs who will be charged higher fees.
. With respect, certain ambiguities need to be cleared.
- The Bench has ruled that the NRI fees will be utilised for
the benefit of the poor students. This is a well thought-out
move with one rider however — the number of students
from the “economically weaker sections” remains inde-
terminate. Neither is it clear as to who will form the com-
mittees to monitor admissions. Still more vague must be
their composition. A possible attempt by the government
~to have its nominee will lead to remote control and will
run counter to the thrust of the court order. Another
aspect that calls for clarification is the admission proce-
dure. A free hand implies that private colleges will have to
devise their own system. In West Bengal, the state-con-
trolled joint entrance exam is still the gateway for entry to
the private engineering colleges.

. Post-verdict, the government has its back to the wall
and is reportedly girding its loins — a Bill to regulate pri-
vate institutions is said to be on the ahvil. And for once, it
can count on Left support. Both the CPI-M and CPI want
a law to circumvent the court. Prakash Karat looks for a
“way to get around the ruling”. And AB Bardhan wants
Parliament to pass a law to make private colleges meet
“their social gnd economic obligations”. All very fine in
terms of socialist rhetoric, but they run the risk of being
accuse of ccmtempt -
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Schools

Aug. 18. — While the
Centre is gearing up to
bring a legislation on

reservation in private
unaided professional insti-
tutes after the Supreme
Court verdict banning it,
unaided public schools in
the country are flouting
state government notifica-
tions on reservation of
seats for economically
weaker sections.

Many state governments
have given land to these
unaided public schools at
a “highly subsidised rate”,

S

esﬁes giving them affilia-
tion to state boards, CBSE
or ICSE and other bene-
fits. Public schools in
many states have moved
court against the govern-
ments’ orders to provide
reservation.

Public schools in Delhi
which were asked to
ensure 20 per cent reser-
vation to poor children
and fee concession for
weaker sections of society
moved the court against
the government’s decision.
This is despite the fact that
the Dethi government was
only complying with the
High Court order in this

flout

XN

regard.

Many states like Bihar,
Chattisgarh and Orissa
have not taken any stand.
These states issued orders
for reservation of seats in
public schools, but the
governments showed no
interest in getting the
orders implemented.

A senior member of the
National Council for
Teachers Education said:
“It was easy for the UPA
government to build up an
all-party consensus against
the Supreme Court’s
directive for professional
unaided institutes, but
every second minister or

quota

MP has a small or big pub-
lic school. Will they ever
let similar action be taken
for schools too?”

A senior HRD ministry
official pointed out that if
the government can claim
to have the best profes-
sional institutions in engi-
neering, medicine, busi-
ness management and
other streams, why not
have the best government
schools in the country.
“We already make two dif-
ferent classes of peopie,
right from school - one
from government schools
and the other from public
schools,” he added.
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Abolition of quota
in unaided private

coll

es justlfiey

‘Supreme Court reiterates ruling in ¥’
'T.M.A. Pai Foundation case

; J. Venkatesan
|

| NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
| hasjustified the abolition of quo-
' ta and reservation of seats in un-
, aided private colleges stating
| that institutions which did not

receive aid from the State, could

not be compelled to implement
: the reservation policy.

In its judgment on August 12,
a seven-judge Bench, headed by
Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti reit-
erated the ruling of a 11-judge
Bench of the apex court in Octo-

. ber 2002 in the T.M.A. Pai Foun-
dation case that wunaided
colleges, whether run by minor-
ities or non-minorities should
have unfettered rights.

The Court did not approve of
the interpretation in the Islamic
Academy case to the extent that
it allowed the States to fix a quo-
ta for seat sharing between man-
agement and the state
government on the basis of “lo-
cal needs” of each state. The
court noted that in the Pai Foun-
dation case, it had been held that

State regulation
should be minimal and
only to maintain ‘
fairness and
transparency in
admission procedure

unaided professional institu-
tions should be given greater au-
tonomy in admission procedure
and fee structure. It said that
State regulation should be mini-
mal and only to maintain fair-
ness and transparency in
admission procedure and to
check exploitation of the stu-
dents by charging exorbitant
fees or capitation fees.

The seven-judge Bench said
that that in the Pai Foundation
case, the apex court had not
found any justification for im-
posing seat-sharing quota by the
State on unaided private colleges
and reservation policy of the
State or State quota seats or

W

management seats. It was only
observed that private unaided
institutions could have consen-
sual arrangements with the
state. This could not be con-
strued as empowering the states
to fix the quotas and enforce res-
ervation.

“We find great force in the
submission made on behalf of
the petitioners that the states
have no power to insist on seat
sharing in the unaided private
professional educational insti-
tutions by fixing a quota of seats
between the management and
the State,” the Court said. The
judges said that compelling the
colleges to give a share of the
seats to the candidates chosen
by the state would amount to
nationalisation of seats, which
had been disapproved in the Pai
case.

The Court agreed with the
submissions of the petitioners
that reasonable restrictions en-
visaged under Article 19 (6) of
the Constitution could not apply
to educational activities.
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y ruling against State gov

unaided professional colieges, whether run by mi-

norities or non-minorities, the Supreme Court has

eliminated a major contradiction in the realm of
higher education. The unanimous judgment of the seven-
member Constitution Bench delivered by Chief Justice R.C.
Lahoti has settled, at least for the present, the fundamental
question of the role of the state vis-a-vis the private sector in
professional education. The Bench has taken the reasonable
view that there must be no encroachment on the right to
start institutions or curbs on functional autonomy, when no
aid is sought; state-administered quotas that take away a
part of the intake capacity are therefore untenable. At the
same time, the Court has, for the benefit of the student
community, reinforced state supervision, through appropri-
ate regulatory measures, of academic standards, and of mer-
it and transparency in the admissions process. In the
absence of strong legal instruments for oversight and re-
dress, several private institutions violate with impunity the
conditions set for affiliation. The latest judgment has re-
affirmed the Apex Court ruling in the T.M.A. Pai Foundation
case, striking down quotas, while retaining from the Islamic
Academy order, the scheme to hold a Common Entrance
Test and to create quasi-judicial committees to monitor the
fee structure and conduct of the CET. The State and Central
Governments must enact speedily, as suggested by the
Court, a comprehensive law to check profiteering by private
managements and offer to students a widely-accepted CET.

The removal of government quotas in private, unaided

professional institutions has presented political parties with
an unexpected crisis, as it eliminates reserved seats as well
in such colleges in one stroke. Few parties can hope to win
plaudits, however, for pursuing enlightened policies on
higher education while in power over the past two decades.
After virtually abandoning state leadership in expanding
higher education, governments exercised the convenient
option of appropriating a part of the intake capacity in
unaided institutions. For too long, the States have focussed
on instituting bureaucratic controls over private colleges
rather than on the maintenance of standards or on curbing
the exploitation of students. The Centre and the States must
now set their foundering education policy on a firm footing
and move to open more government colleges to provide
opportunities to the disadvantaged sections. At the same
time, the States and affiliating universities must seize the
opportunity given by the Court to clean up education in the
private sector. Many self-financing institutions lack well-
qualified faculty, inflate investment and running costs, col-
lect huge capitation fees, and do not account for all the funds
that students remit. Such exploitative teaching shops do a
disservice to education and the earlier the Centre and the
State Governments rein them in the bgtter it will be for the
credibility of the system.



i NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. —
. Cutting across party lines,
 Rajya . Sabha members

today called for a Bill or

Ordinance to be intro-
~ duced to help set aside the

Supreme Court judgement
. rTemoving reservation in
~private_higher education
, Institutions.

AK  Antony first voiced

. concern when he raised it

as a matter of urgent pub-
lic interest. “It is against

all principles of social jus-
tice,” Mr Antony said, not--

ing that the poor from all
communities would not be
able to get admission at
any private institytion
under the order. ~
Making a statement, the
parliamentary affairs min-
ister, Mr Suresh Pachauri,
assured the House that the
government was studying
the judgement in great
detail and would soon take
a decision on it."
~ The members were con-
cerned that the judgment

impact on the downtrod-

den scheduled caste and

scheduled tribes. - More-
over, it would encourage
capitation fees-and not
merit, they felt. Member

1=
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Congress member Mr.

‘wants
o Bill on,
uotas w

'after member wanted an
~amendment Bill to be

\/

y,

brought in the current ses-

sion itself so that the

Supreme Court’s orders
could be countered. .
While Mr Narayanswanii
of the Congress felt the
Supreme . Court erdér wo-

“uld promote “ultimate co-

mmercialisation of profes-
sional education,” TDP
members maintained that
several .minority institu-

. tions, especially in southern

India, would be affected

and several students dep-

rived of quality education.
Mr Ravi Shakar Prasad -

" of the BJP and Mr Sharad

Yadav of the JD-U ukged
the government to come
out with a mechanism in
this session itself to answer
all the concerns raised by

- the judgment.

Mr Ramnath Kovid, -
also of the BJP, regretted
that on' the one hand the
government was talking of
‘Sarva . Shiksha 'Abhiyan’
while the SC came out
with this judgement.

Rajya Sabha chaitman,

< Mr Bhairon Singh Shek-
‘would have a far-reaching

hawat, wound up the dis-

: cussion by saying the gov-.
‘ernment

had-~ been
apprised of the sentiments
of the House and would
take an appropriate decj
sion for further action.

TCAAN
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Unaided college
admissions only .
by entrance test <~ v

Professional educational institutions may join \f‘é\%
together and hold a common test: Supreme Court

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Friday held that admissions to un-
aided minority and non-minority
professional educational institu-
tions should be made only on the
basis of a common entrance test.

A seven-judge Bench, headed by
Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti, referred
to the plea made on behalf of the
All-India Medical and Engineering
Colleges Association for holding a
national-level entrance test.

It said, “There is nothing wrong
in an entrance test being held for
one group of institutions impart-
ing same or similar education.”

The Bench agreed with the asso-
ciation’s submission that a candi-
date had to purchase admission
forms from several institutions
and appear for tests at different
places on the same or different
dates, and there might even be a
clash of dates.

The judges said, “If the same
candidate is required to appear in
several tests, he would be subject-
ed to unnecessary and avoidable
expenditure and inconvenience.”

Twin objects
To prevent such a situation “in-

stitutions situated in one State or
| in more than one State may join

The single-window
system will not cause
any dent in the right
of minority unaided
colleges to admit
students of their
choice

together and hold a common en-
trance test or the State may itself
or through an agency arrange for
[the] holding of such test. Such an
agency must be one enjoying the
utmost credibility and expertise in
the matter. This would better en-
sure the fulfilment of [the] twin
objects of transparency and merit.
[A] CET is necessary in the interest
of achieving the said objectives and
also for saving the student commu-

nity fromharassment and
exploitation.”

The Bench made it clear that
admissions should be done

through a single-window system.
Such a regulation would not cause
any dent in the right of minority
unaided institutions to admit stu-
dents of their choice.

Further, if the admitting agency
failed to satisfy the conditions, the
State itself could conduct such a

1 3 AUG 2005
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test for these colleges.

State-level panels will stay

Until the government framed
regulations, the committees
(headed by retired High Court
judges) functioning in the States
could oversee admissions to en-
sure that merit did not become a
casualty.

The court upheld the constitu-
tion of such State-level commit-
tees, holding that they were aimed
at protecting the interest of stu-
dents as a whole and also the mi-
norities themselves in maintaining
the required standards of educa-
tion on non-exploitative terms.

Rejecting the demand for aboli-
tion of these committees, the court
said, “Unless the admission proce-
dure and fixation of fees are regu-
lated and controlled at the initial
stage, the evil and unfair practice
of granting admission to available
seats guided by the paying capacity
of the candidates would be impos-
sible to curb.”

Other issues for regular
Benches

All other issues left untouched
might be dealt with by regular
Benches, which would take up all
the over 100 individual petitions
seeking relief.
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No quota in unaided

private colleg

)

Ruling applicable from next year: Supreme Court

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday held that unaided mi-
nority and non-minority institu-
tions had absolute rights to
admit students of their choice in
medicine, engineering and other
professional courses without
government interference.

A seven-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief Justice
R.C. Lahoti, also abolished the
State quota and reservation in
unaided, private minority and
non-minority colleges.

The judgment would be effec-

tive from the next academic year

and all admissions made during
2005-2006 through court orders
and directions of State commit-
tees would not be disturbed.

“Serious encroachment”

The Bench said imposition of
the State quiota or enforcing res-
ervation policy in unaided pro-
fessional institutions
constituted a serious encroach-
ment on their right and autono-
my.

Mr. Justice Lahoti, writing
the unanimous judgment, said,
“Merely because the resources
of the State in providing profes-
sional education are limited, pri-
vate educational institutions,
which intend to provide better
professional education, cannot
be forced by the State to make
admissions available on the ba-
sis of [the] reservation policy to
less meritorious candidates.”

In 2002, an 11-judge Bench in
the T.M.A. Pai Foundation case
laid down broad guidelines. As
different High Courts interpret-
ed them differently, a five-judge
Bench gave clarifications in
2003 but further _

chaos and confusion occurred
in admissions.

In view of this, the seven-

g3 e
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Highlights of judgment
o Unaided minority and
non-minority institutions
have absolute rights to
establish, administer and
admit students of their
cholce

o These Institutions can
have their own admission
procedures

o 'No' to capitation fees

¢ 15 per cent quota for
NRI students

judge Bench was constituted to
reinterpret the two judgments.

The judges said, “Neither the
policy of reservation can be en-
forced by the State nor any quota
or percentage of admissions can
be carved out to be appropriated
by the State in a minority or non-
minority unaided educational
institution.”

Over 100 petitions

The Bench, which included
Justice Y.K. Sabharwal, Justice
D.M. Dharmadhikari, Justice
Arun Kumar, Justice G.P. Math-

ur, Justice Tarun Chatterjee and

Justice P.K. Balasubramanyan,
was dealing with over 100 pet-
itions filed by All-India Medical
and Engineering Colleges Asso-
ciation president T.D. Naidu, in-
dividual colleges, the Centre,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Reiterating the ruling given in
the T.M.A. Pai Foundation case,
Mr. Justice Lahoti said, “Unaid-
ed institutions, minority or non-
minority, as they are not deriv-
ing any aid from State funds,
have unfettered fundamental

~m
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right to choose students and the
procedure, subject to its being
air, transparent -and
non-exploitative.” o

Minoritystatus -

The Bench said, “Minority in-
stitutions would be free to admit
students of their own choice, in-
cluding students of non-minor-
ity community as also members
of their own community from
other States, both to a limited
extent only and not in a manner
and to such an extent that their
minority educational institution
status is lost. If they do so, they
lose the protection of Article 30
(D) of the Constitution (relating
to minorities).”

The Bench recommended
that the admissions be regulated
by a centralised common en-
trance test either at the State or
national level and single window
procedure. It put a complete ban
on collection of capitation fees
and profiteering by colleges. It
said though every institution
was free to devise its own fee
structure, it could be regulated
in the interest of students.

The Bench allowed a 15 per
cent quota for non-resident In-
dian students in private colleges
and permitted them to charge
higher fees. /. sf¥faiu. . |-

Such seats should be utilised
only for bona fide NRIs and for
their children and nierit should
not be given the go-by. The
amount collected from NRI stu-
dents should be utilised for stu-
dents from weaker sections.

The court suggested that leg-
islation be enacted to prevent
misutilisation of such quota or
any malpractice referable to NRI
quota seats.

T
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<STATE KNOWS BEST
T he last socialist X@on is o Jattic fath

inthe state. A bizarre manifestation of this

faith is the formation, at the direct initia-
tive of the prime minister, Dr Manmohan Singh,
of something called the Knowledge Commission,
which was launched on its aimless journey on
Tuesday. Most of the members of the commission,
despite its token bow to the left, are very eminent
people. It is difficult to imagine them advocating
the position that the pursuit of knowledge can be
driven by the state. Knowledge has advanced not
because of the state but despite its presence. The
state has a natural propensity to regulate, to mon-
itor and to control. The pursuit of knowledge
strives to free itself from shackles of any kind.
These are irreconcilable positions. But in India
the belief persists that the state can directly par-
. ticipate in the advancement of knowledge. This
participation goes far beyond the funding of edu-
cational and research establishments. The at-
tempt to control these institutions is common to
all governments in India, irrespective of their ide-
ological orientation. Indira Gandhi did it with
great aplomb. The Bharatiya Janata Party during
its short tenure in power in New Delhi, and the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) during its
long tenure in West Bengal have done the same
with crudeness. The state’s involvement in educa-
tional and research institutions only makes
knowledge a victim of patronage-mongering.

The new Knowledge Commission has a brief
that goes far beyond previous attempts to set up
state-sponsored research bodies and institutions.
The commission has the task of working out
strategies for promoting excellence in education,
knowledge creation and intellectual generation.
The subtext was delivered by Mr Singh at the
launch. He asked the commission to put forward
“bold proposals” to help India achieve excellence
in research and the teaching of science, technolo-
gy and mathematics. In other words, branches of
knowledge considered useful and utilitarian by
the state have priority. This is not the pursuit of
knowledge, but of utility. It is significant that the
commission has no theoretical physicist, no clas-
sicist, no historian and no one from the field of the
languages and linguistics. But this thrust towards
utility is not surprising since the state is setting
the agenda for knowledge.

The pursuit of knowledge qua knowledge has
no notion of what is useful. Knowledge is a believ-
er in equality. From the intricacies of Sanskrit
grammar to Shakespeare’s short lines to the com-
plexities of the Black Hole — all are as important
and as valid spheres of knowledge as any other.
The state should leave knowledge alone if it wants
knowledge to flourish. Scholars in their own
fields will set their own agenda. Knowledge is

ower, but it is also an enemy of state power.
p p /
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Q G%C li%gjgﬁe parsities

THE UGC released an updated list of 20
fake universities on Monday, a practice it
has been following for close to a decade.

A formal statement issued by the com-
mission states that the 20 universities
were functioning in contravention of the
UGC rules and do not have the right to
grant any degrees. It further advised stu-
dents not to pursue any higher education-
al courses with such “seif-styled universi-
ties”. The 20 fake universities are: Maith-
ili University/ Vishwavidyalaya, Darb-
hanga, Bihar; Mahila Gram Vidyapith/
Vishwavidyalaya (Women’s ‘University),
Allahabad, UP; Varanaseya Sanskrit Vish-
wavidyalaya, Varanasi, UP; Commercial
University Ltd, Daryaganj, Delhi; Indian
Education Council of UP, Lucknow, UP;
Gandhi Hindi Vidyapith, Allahabad, UP;

kT

National University of Electro Complex
Homoeopathy, Kanpur, UP; Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose University (Open Uni-
versity), Aligarh, UP; DDB Sanskrit Uni-
versity, Trichi, Tamil Nadu; St John’s Uni-
versity, Kishanttam, Kerala; United Na-
tions University, Delhi; Vocational Univer-
sity, Delhi; UP Vishwavidyalaya, Kosi
Kalan, Mathura, UP; Maharana Pratap
Shiksha Niketan Vishwavidyalaya, Prat-
apgarh, UP; Raja Arabic University, Nag-
pur, UP; Kesarwani Vidyapith, Jabalpur,
MP; Delhi Vishwa Vidyapeeth, Delhi;
Badaganvi Sarkar World Open University
Education Society, Belgaum, Karnataka;
ADR-Centric Juridical University, Delhi;
UP; Handwriting University India, Banga-
lore, Karnataka.

PTI, New Delhi
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Beware, headless schools

OURSPECIAL CORREB&)\Q)E

ralcutta, July 25: The government today thre-
‘ened to stop financial assistance to schools if
aeir managing committees delayed filling up
ieadmaster and headmistress posts.

School education minister Kanti Biswas
said in the Assembly that the posts of instituti-
on heads were vacant in over 900 schools across
the state.

These schools are now being run by teache-
rs-in-charge. The minister said: “We do not en-
courage schools without heads as their acade-
mic activities suffer.”

In most schools, the vacancies could not ap-
parently be filled up because the managing co-
nmittees did not send their applications to the
listrict inspectors of school despite several re-
minders. An application from the committees
is amust before the government starts the proc-
ess of recruiting a new headmaster or headmi-
stress in a state-aided institution, Biswas said.

The government, the minister added, has
sbserved that the “senior teacher who perfor-
ns the schools head’s duties in his or her absen-

ce often does not want %0'2& ?e post filled up”.
In most cases, these teachers lack the qualifica-
tion to make it to the post officially and do not
submit their own resume.

Biswas accused the managing committees
of failing to act against teachers assuming the
headmaster or headmistress’s role.

A candidate should have a Master’s degree
and at least 10 years’ teaching experience to
apply for a school head’s post.

The School Service Commission recruits
heads for the 11,000-odd state-aided secondary
and higher secondary institutions. But a panel
of candidates to fill up the vacant posts is prep-
ared only on the basis of applications from the
managing committees.

The Congress’s Abdul Mannan pointed out
that in many schools senior teachers perform
the duties of the head without the pay that sho-
uld come with the post. But the minister ruled
out introducing a system of paying an addition-
al allowance to the teachers-in-charge.

The School Service Commission will soon |
announce tests for recruiting heads of schools
that have already submitted their applications.
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/ States drag feet on

S

m New Gelhn

July 18. — The two- day ]

meeting of the Central
Advisory

Capital ended without find-
ing a consensus on its main
agenda — funding of uni-
versal elementary educa-
tion that is to be made a
fundamental right through
a piece of legislation. The
proposed Bill, originally to
be brought during the com-
ing monsoon session of
Parliament, has also been
put off till a consensus is
arrived at.

A committee headed by
the science and technology
minister, Mr Kapil Sibal,
had prepared a draft legis-
lation to fulfil the constitu-
tional commitments under
Article 21(a) of
Fundamental Rights. It has
a proposal for reserving 25
per cent seats for under-
privileged children aged
between six and 14 both in
aided and unaided schools
without admission tests.

State governments will
have to compensate private
schools, which will have to
foot the remainder by
restructuring the fee struc-
ture. A whopping Rs 80,000
crore will be needed for
implementation of the leg-
islation. The state govern-
ments told the HRD minis-

Board of &
Education (Cabe) in the

ter, Mr Ar]un Slngh that

they were in no position to
contribute to the annual
demand of an additional Rs
67,000 crore needed to
implement the reforms.
The legislation leaves out
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Navyug schools from its
purview.

The Cabe set up a com-
mittee on the subject of
“Girls Education and the
Common School System”
under the chairmanship of
Assam chief minister Mr
Tarun Gogoi and another
on the universalising of sec-
ondary education

under the chairmanship
of Mr Ghanshyam Tiwari,

education minister of
Rajasthan.
The Cabe is now studying

a draft Bill to strengthen
control over private profes-
sional educational mstitu-
tions. The Private
Professional  Education
Institution (Regulation and
Fixation of Fee) Bill has
been sent to the various cir-
cles concerned for their
comments. The current
indication is that the gov-

iteracy for kids ;.-

ernment would be able to
pass the legislation in time
for implementation from

 the next academic session.

According to the draft

Bill, in unaided profession-
l al minority educational
g institutions, the manage-

ment would have a quota of
minimum 50 per cent seats
while in aided institutions,
the quota would be only up
to 50 per cent of seats. In
unaxded non-minority pro-
fessional institutes, the
management can have 50
per cent seats in its quota
which becomes 15 per cent
in case of aided institutes.
Fifteen per cent of the
general quota would be
open to the students from
all over the country.
Besides, all the institutes
can also allot 15 per cent to

foreign students, above
their total intake.
Members of Cabe and all

state governments have
been given a month to con-
vey their views on the draft
Bill. The HRD ministry is
hopeful of passing the legis-
lation for implementation
from the next academic ses-
sion.

A significant Cabe deci-
sion was the formation of
three committees — on
inclusive education for chil-
dren and youth with special
needs, literacy and adult
education, and holistic
development of children. A
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“History textbooks: the need

Sumit Sarkar

HE MEASURES taken or being consid-
ered concerning school education are
among the more promising of the ini-
tiatives of the United Progressive Alli-
ance Government during its 13 months in office.
The necessary weeding-out from key posts of
academic nonentities, distinguished only by loy-
alty to the Sangh Parivar, is being followed up by
moves towards far-reaching reform.- Crucial
here is the new National Curriculum Frame-
work designed to replace the retrograde and
undemocratically enforced Framework of 2000
and recently placed before the Central Advisory
Board of Education with its State Government
representatives. In sharp contrast to the BJP
style, every step is being taken through wide and
open academic discussion. The National Curri-
culum Framework is based on the work of 21
National Focus Groups, five regional seminars,
and a national conference of rural teachers.
Predictably, the BJP is unhappy, and its Min-
isters recently staged a walkout from the CABE,
forcing a two-month delay in adoption of the
NCF, to give more time to States. As always,
history courses and textbooks are given central
place in this attack. Given the total discrediting
of the previous educational regime, this at pre-
sent is not much cause for worry. But sadly,
there are signs of a most unfortunate intra-secu-
lar rift. Two prominent secular historians have
criticised plans for new middle and high school
textbooks. They suggest instead a simple return
to the old NCERT history texts (‘old’ meaning
here 30-40 years or more), with at most the
insertion of one or two new themes, gender for
instance.
Demands for retention or restoration of the
old books had been natural in the polemics over
the BJP texts, for nothing better was possible

CARTOONSCAPE
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The biggest problem concerns not political
costs or the need to upgrade content, but
questions of accessibility and appropriateness

for young people. #o- 10

under that regime. But in today’s utterly
changed situation, a simple restoration would be
disastrous both academically and politically. It
would feed into the sense, cynical but quite
widespread even among many secular people,
that each regime brings in its train its own en-
tourage of academics, and so the labels of ‘secu-

lar’ and ‘communal’ become no more than the .

pursuit of factional interests. It is surely signif-
icant that the recent BJP walkout from the
CABE meeting was partly on the ground that old
books were being restored, displaying a wilful
ignorance about the ongoing discussions about
new syllabi and texts: They no doubt realised
that here was an argument with some appeal,
pitting the ‘new’ against the old.

Actually the BJP books had been far more
outdated, for the 1970s texts had tried to in-
corporate, for the first time in school education,
something of the shifts in Indian historical
thinking over the 1950s and 1960s. But today
many more changes have been happening, and
their part-inclusion cannot be purely additive.
The dominant narratives would need to be mod-
ified to recognise complications and cross-cur-
rents. It is no longer helpful, for instance, to lock
upon modern Indian history simply in terms of
colonial versus anti-colonial.

The biggest problem, however, concerns not
political costs or the need to upgrade content,
but questions of pedagogy, accessibility, appro-

\

9/

priate for young people. Even when the sec-
ular were very much in place, there was a
growing disquiet, often particularly among
teachers with secular sympathies, that human-
ities and social sciences, and history in partic-
ular, had become the least popular options, for
the books were often excessively heavy and
sometimes frankly dull. In that context, the most
promising of the recent developments has been
the new and sophisticated attention given to
pedagogical methods throughout the New Curri-
culum Framework Chapter 2, ‘Learning and
Knowledge,’ calls for a “child-centred pedago-
gy,” the fostering of the “active and creative
capabilities” of children, moving away from in-
sistence on acceptance of the teacher’s words as
authoritative knowledge towards more interac-
tive and dialogic methods, a rejection of “rote
methods” of teaching and assessment. At this
level, secular and BJP textbooks had not really
differed all that much.

Such problems have been most acute in histo-
ry and the other social sciences and humanities.
Unlike the natural sciences, where children in
laboratories can test with their own hands the
validity of many relationships or predictions,
history-teaching perpetually runs the danger of
forcing children to learn a mass of ‘facts,” with-
out explaining why and to what degree of cer-
tainty these are ‘facts’ worth remembering. At
best, an initial listing of ‘sources’ is attempted,
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pretations: detached from the rest of the narra-
tive, these become just more things to
memorise. And rote-learning has been vastly
enhanced by the adoption of objective-type or
short-answer formats at the two crucial rites of
passage for aspirants to higher education or to
jobs, the school-leaving CBSE examinations, and
then the utterly ridiculous NET. For good marks
in the CBSE, often not just the points but their
precise order need to be reproduced. The meth-
od might just do for the less advanced levels of
mathematics or natural sciences, but is disas-
trously inappropriate for subjects like literature
or history, for what gets squeezed out is the
awareness, indispensable here, of the need often
for multi-sidedness and ambiguity, the under-
standing that simple yes/no, right/wrong an-
swers are often not possible, as in life itself.

The biggest problem of all is the assumed
obligation to be ‘comprehensive,” to ‘cover’ as
much as can be packed in, never mind the bur-
den and the boredom. In history, particularly,
many facts come to acquire a peculiar aura or
mystique. Leaving any of them out opens one to
charges of being insufficiently patriotic, maybe
even ‘anti-national.’ The assumption is that the
main ‘purpose’ of history in schools is to in-
culcate ‘correct’ values, stimulate national unity,
integration, pride: a special burden imposed on
no other subject.

Imaginative effort

We do have some examples already of the
possibility of much more imaginative textbooks,
once the logic of trying to be ‘comprehensive’ is
abandoned. I am thinking of two sets of books:
the Ekalavya ones, now unfortunately with-
drawn, and the recent Delhi Government texts,
both formulated after intense discussion with
school-teachers. The Delhi Ancient India book
(Class V1), for instance, begins with drawings of
different kinds of stone tools, some of them on
display at the National Museum. A class dis-
cussion would then be initiated about what
could (or could not) be inferred from them, lead-
ing children up to more general formulations
about the kind of society possible at that level of
technology in a manner much more meaningful
than any abstract definition of social formation.
Its Modern India counterpart (Class VIII) does
not begin with a definition of colonial modern-
ity, but foregrounds the theme of many-sided
transformation by asking students to imagine
what they think could have been the school ex-
periences of children like them in 1720, and how
a merchant’s journey from Surat to Dethi would
have been different then. At a later stage, they
are asked to imagine themselves in Kashmiri
Gate during the 1857 siege. Included also are
some details about the coming of the numerous
physical components of today’s everyday life:
not just railways, but print, newspapers, clocks,
post offices, public hospitals, electric lights, un-
derground water supply, gramophones, films, ra-
dio. Surely it is facts like these that can make
history come alive for children, far more than
musty masses of information about forgotten
kings, wars, or even each and every detail of
anti-British struggle.

Such books develop some new ways of making
history come alive for children, and also in-
troduce what to my mind is the most important
potential of the subject. This is a sense that
everything changes, nothing is eternal, sacred, or
‘natural’ since the social world is made by human
beings and therefore open to transformation.
The past in many ways was a different country
(the best answer, really, for countering the
charge that ‘sentiments’ are getting hurt, much
heard in BJP times but not confined to them).
Religious communities, nations, etc., do not
have absolutely continuous histories, and so
blaming the present generation for the misdeeds
of some of their forefathers is no more than
racism. '

(The writer is Retired Professor of History,
Delhi University.)
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Making education reforms more meaningful

By Krishna Kumar

EW CAN distinguish between the

terms ‘curriculum’ and ‘syllabus.’ The

tendency to view both in the context of

examinations is rampant. For teachers,
the prescribed textbook serves as the de facto
curriculum. As for the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF), hardly anyone outside the
limited world of professional pedagogues and
planners can recall what role the National Policy
on Education (1986) intended to assign to this
invention. It was designed to bring systemic co-
herence and parity in quality standards across
the country. It is widely misconceived as an
instrument of uniformity; in reality, it was
meant to serve as a reminder of core national
values and priorities around which diversity and
flexibility in curriculum and syllabus could be
structured to meet the needs of a rapidly ex-
panding system.

The 1986 policy stressed the need to make
education child-centred. Nearly two decades af-
ter the policy was approved by Parliament, the
school-going child’s life continues to be afflicted
by rote methods and the chronic fear of doing
badly in examination. Yes, there are plenty of
people who feel unmoved by this reality. But
R.K. Narayan did succeed in touching the na-
tion’s heart when he made his maiden speech in
the Rajya Sabha in 1991, inspiring the Ministry of
Human Resource Development to set up a com-
mittee under Professor Yash Pal to prescribe
remedies. Its 1993 report gathered dust while
the problem got increasingly worse. One terrible
symptom is the increasing number of children
who contemplate or actually commit suicide
during examination time.

The 1986 policy assumed that India would
universalise elementary education before the
end of the century. That did not happen. Today,

CARTOONSCAPE

Nearly two decades after the National Policy on
Education was approved by Parliament,

the school-going child’s life continues to be

afflicted by rote methods and the chronic fear
of doing badly in examination. W)W’ W o 0

as high a proportion as 53 per cent of our chil-
dren are eliminated by the system before Class 8.
That terrible figure should drown the nation in
embarrassment, triggering emergency mea-
sures, but we all have got used to it. When I
mentioned the number at a recent TV show on
the National Curriculum Framework, no one
responded, as if it was irrelevant to the dis-
cussion. Most of the show time was spent on
allegations about the lack of participation in the
NCF revision process. Not many could recall
that the National Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (NCERT) had set up a large
steering committee, chaired by Professor Yash
Pal, and as many as 21 National Focus Groups. It
also invited public opinion through advertise-
ments in 28 national and regional dailies, orga-
nised regional seminars, and meetings for
consultation with the States and rural teachers.
And now the document is with CABE (Central
Advisory Board of Education), where the previ-
ous NCF was never discussed.

This recent history of eight months of in-
tensive nation-wide deliberation among profes-
sionals and other stakeholders appears to have
been drowned by weightier subjects such as Am-
bani’s inheritance, Jinnah’s role in Partition,
and the difficulties in tracking black buck shoo-
ters. Suicide by farmers arouses no one’s in-

v

terest. So why should quz be surprised that
Gokhale’s move to make primary education free
and compulsory evokes no awkward memory or
enthusiasm 94 years later? The children that
Gokhale’s legacy asks us to worry about are poor
and mostly rural. Their high dropout rate, as it is
officially called, is a key symptom of the system’s
inability to reform itself. If an intrinsic urge for
reform is a measure of systemic quality — as a
recent UNESCO report suggests — then we de-
serve to be rated poorly. Indeed, resistance to
reform is so high that you are forced to wonder
why the system attracts any criticism at all.

The new NCF discusses quality in terms of the
resources available for infrastructural needs,
professional training of teachers, and provision
for monitoring. It relates quality to the experi-
ences provided to children to enable them to
construct knowledge. This approach calls for the
recognition of children’s creativity and motiva-
tion to learn. The belief that every child has a
personality and a unique potential is fundamen-
tal to the development of a democratic system of
schooling.

Four decades have passed since the Kothari
Commission recommended a common school
system. That vision is a shambles today and
cannot be resurrected magically in the middle of
sharp socio-economic contradictions. What is
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possible and important is to initiate long-range
reforms, starting with steps to improve systemic
efficiency and accountability.

The new NCF focusses attention on two sets
of challenges for reform: pedagogic and system-
ic. The first set includes rational designing of
syllabi and textbooks, teacher training and ex-
amination procedures. The second set calls for
more resources for school infrastructure, and a
change in roles and power relations from the
ground level upwards. Both sets of reforms have
been appreciated for long, and in stray pockets —
usually with NGO involvement — have been suc-
cessfully tried out. Numerous innovative pro-
jects have established that school functioning
can be improved with community involvement.
NCF recommends that the approach used in
such experiments be mainstreamed. Among
pedagogic reforms, an important one recom-
mended is the involvement of school teachers in
the preparation of textbooks, not merely in re-
viewing them after they are written.

The most urgently needed pedagogic reforms
are those related to teacher training and exam-
inations. Institutional structures available for
these two sectors need to be strengthened,
which means that the National Council for
Teacher Education and the various examination
boards need to be given considerable academic
support. NCF proposes delinking competitive
entrance tests from school-leaving examin-
ations. A nodal agency is suggested for the for-
mer so that children are saved from the ordeal of
endless entrance tests and to discourage coach-
ing. In Tamil Nadu, the Government has already
taken an important step towards reducing the
role of coaching in children’s lives. Hopefully
this step will lead to greater consensus on ways
to select the most creative, rather than the most
expensively coached, for professional courses.

In the context of examinations taken at the
end of Classes X and X11, the NCF suggests many
radical remedies for reducing stress and impor-
tance of rote memory and speed. As for work-
related knowledge and skills, the NCF asks us to
recognise out-of-school agencies capable of pro-
viding ‘work benches’, using local resource per-
sons and practitioners of heritage crafts. The
new NCF also recommends art in different
forms to be made a necessary part of children’s
education. NCF 2005 is firmly grounded in the
Constitutional vision of India as an egalitarian
and secular society, committed to self-transfor-
mation towards social justice in all its dimen-
sions, covering gender and caste disparities.

In the grip of negativity

Today, the entire system of education is in the
grip of negative and cynical feelings. The dignity
of teaching has been violated, provision for
health and education in villages has reached
minimalist levels. At least one State has declared
career teachers a ‘dying cadre’; contractual ap-
pointments are being made in other States as
well, and training has been turned into a trans-
parent ritual, Civil society seems determined to
ignore the health and education of rural chil-
dren. Voices like those of Jean Dreze and P.
Sainath are far too few to make an impact. Pro-
fessor Yash Pal’s idea that we should cultivate a
child-inspired, and not merely a child-centred,
approach deserves political attention across ide-
ological boundaries. There are plenty of cynics
who say nothing much can be done, that all the
ideas recommended in the new document have
been discussed earlier, that the system is far too
complex and sick to be reformed, and so on and
so forth, Then there are people who associate
quality with private initiative and have no faith
in the state’s ability to sustain a long-term re-
form effort.

Add one more section — which smells politics
in everything — and you get a panoramic view of
the crowd which does not want to believe that
NCF 2005 might mark a beginning of something
positive. As Professor Yash Pal says in his fore-
word to the NCF, India’s educational adversity is
self-imposed, and it can be overcome if we learn
to appreciate children’s own capacities. Once
that message begins to sink, a lot of things will
show signs of change.

(The writer is Director, National Council of
Educational Research and Training,)
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¢a.lcutta June 28: The assist-
nt headmaster of a Purulia
chool resigned from his post
day after it was proved in the
igh court that his BEd certifi-
¢ate was fake.
' Going through the docum-
ents furnished by Burdwan
VUniversity, Justice Aniruddha
Basu asked police to take app-
topriate action against Ram
anjan Chatterjee, who held
e post since 1998.
The judge also asked the
ucation department to appo-
t Hrid Baran Mahato, who
tood second in the interview
d fought a legal battle for
ver seven years to justify his
laim to the top slot, in place of
hatterjee.
i In1996, Sreekrishna Vidya-
pith of Jhalda, about 260 km

west of Calcutta, issued anad-  wever, they could not immedi- -

yertisement to fill the vacant ately recall any assistant head- |

post. Both Chatterjee and Ma- master being caught having

hato were interviewed in Aug- furnished false credentials.
THE 1tLEGRATH

‘had got the job by submitting

AY

L

us 1997 But aft T Chatterjee’s
appointment was announced,
Mahato approached the school
management alleging that he

forged MSc (from Ranchi Uni-
versity) and BEd certificates.
When the school authoriti-
es declined to act on the basis
of his plea, Mahato lodged a
complaint with the local poli-
ce station. The police arrested
Chatterjee and he spent a fort-
night behind bars. But the sch-
ool did not go back on its decis-
ion to appoint him. Mahato
then moved the high court.
Burdwan University infor-
med the court that Chatterjee
hadfailed in its BEd exam.
Education depaitifiént off-
icials said over the past year,
about 50 schoolteachers have
been caught working on the
basis of fake mark sheets. Ho-
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Calcutta, June 20: The packa-
ge of subjects being offered
in the higher secondary cour-
se this year has gone through
a student-friendly makeover.

Under the revised system,
the West Bengal Council of
Higher Secondary Education
has dropped four subjects —
zoology, botany, physiology
and public administration.

Secretary Debashis Sark-
ar said: “Examining studen-
ts’ demands, we found that
there was no need to teach th-
ese subjects separately as ele-
ctives at the Plus II level.”

The revised package will
be put into effect from the
session beginning in July.
Successful examinees of the
2005 secondary examinatio-
ns, who are now seeking ad-
mission to Class XI in 6,000-
odd state-aided higher secon-
dary schools, will be able to
choose subjects from the new
assortment.

The new course is divided
into nine groups that compri-
se 55 subjects from all three
streams — science arts and
commerce (see box).

Students will have to
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FRI ARRIVALS

Group I: Physics, nutrition,
education, businass
organisation and
management
Sroup Ii: Biology, home
science and home nursing,
business. ecouemics, [

-Gmupv Anmrepoiogy,
. ecorsomlcs fine arts and

Greup VilE: Mathematics
and philosophy

Group IX: %‘n
sciegce al Agem
computerapplication
ONWAY OUT

 Botany, zootog hysioio y
and public adrrgntfstrauan

choose three elective and one
optional subject from any of
the nine groups.

Since the HS council was
set up in 1975, this is the sec-

ond time the subject combi-
nation package has been re-
vised. In 2004, minor changes
had been introduced.

“The alterations we made
last year were not sufficient
to meet the requirements of
modern students. Moreover,
there were certain lapses in
the old system that needed
immediate change,” an offici-
al said.

Explaining the disadvan-
tages in the old system, he
said earlier there was no sco-
pe for humanities students to
pick an elective subject that
could help them score high
marks. This aspect has been
kept in mind while framing
the new package.

The official added that in
the old system, there were th-
ree categories of laboratory-
based subjects in which the
total marks for practicals va-
ried between 40 and 110. The
choice of subjects was such
that a student could pick two
having 110 marks for practi-
cal in each.

The new package has be-
en designed in such a way
that a student will be able to
opt for only one such subject
— which has 110 marks on
the practical examination.

THE TEL EGra pyq



Autonomy push

NEW DELHLI, June 16. - Undoing
an NDA decision, the UPA govern-
ment today decided to restore a
measure of functional and financial
autonomy to prestigious institutions
of higher learning such as IIT and
IIM with the Union Cabinet
| approving a modified block grant
scheme for funding these institu-
tions.

The information and broadcast-
ing minister, Mr S Jaipal Reddy,
who briefed the media on the
Cabinet decision, alleged that the
autonomy of these institutions was
adversely affected during the NDA
rule. “We are seeking to augment
the financial and functional autono-
my of these prestigious institu-
tions”. _

The continuance of the block
grant scheme of funding, with some
modifications, was approved on the
basis of the experience of its imple-
mentation in [ITs, IIMs and the
Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore. '

Besides the five I1Ts, three IIMs
and IISc, the modified block grant
scheme would also be extended to
two new IITs at Guwahati and
Roorkee, three 1IMs at Lucknow,
Indore and Calicut, Indian School

r IITs, IIM%

3 Vk
Mines (Dhanbad) S ool of

Planning and Architecture (New
Delhi), National Institute of
Industrial Engineering (Mumbai)
and National Institutes of Technical
Teachers Training and Research at
Bhopal, Chandigarh, Chennai and
Kolkata.

The scheme would be implement-
ed in all these institutions with the
stipulation that the level of corpus
may be allowed up to Rs 100 crores
in the case of IITs and [ISc and Rs
50 crores in respect of other institu-
tions, Mr Reddy said.

The Cabinet also approved the
proposal to give powers to institutes
that are not dependent on non-plan
budgetary support to create acade-
mic posts and make appointments
in them on contract basis for fixed
but renewable tenures.

These measures, Mr Reddy said,
would provide further functional
and financial autonomy to these
institutions and encourage them to
generate more internal resources,
promote innovation and enable
them to improve standards of edu-
cation and research.

The pattern of funding would be
applicable from 2005-06 onwards
for a period of five years and its

review would be taken up in 2010-
}A%,sald
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"BJP-ruled states to ban
new NCERT books': x 5

PRESS Trust of india
Raipur, June 14

ALL BJP-ruled states have deci-
ded to ban the new NCERT bo-
oks, as the proposed syllabus
prepared by the UPA governme-
nt at the Centre would “divide”
the society, Chhattisgarh educa-
tion minister Rajesh Munat
said on Tuesday.

The facts have been ‘twisted’
in the books by the UPA govern-
ment, and it would have a strong
repercussion on society, he al-
leged. “Hence BJP ruled Chhatt-
isgarh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Jha-
rkhand and Orissa have decided
to ban the books,” he said adding
that the books woulid be allowed
in the state if the controversial
references were dropped.

“Since the UPA government
had decided before hand on the
issue and only wanted the edu-
cation ministers to put their ap-
proval on the syllabus, we stro-
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Raman Singh
‘No going back’

ngly opposed that at the June 7
meeting of education ministers
in Delhi,” he said.

Chief minister Raman Singh
said, “It’s a sensitive matter. The
UPA should not distribute books
which could divide society.”

“We wanted to cooperate with
the Centre, but they have to in-
corporate the facts and not the
wrong things about Sikhs, Jains
or Jats,” Munat said. The new

AN TIWES

books, meant for next academlc
session, contain chapters in
which Lord Mahavir has been
described as a ‘misguided per-
son’, Jats as looters. Also wro-
ngthings have been attributed to
Guru Govind Singh, he added.

HRD minijster Arjun Singh
has even changed the education
policy introduced by former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
Munat said adding that instead
of experts some NGO workers
had written the NCERT books.

He also alleged that the Cen-
tre had released NCERT books
of 1986 as 2005 after only chang-
ing the cover page. “The Con-
gress and Left Parties should
not do such things,” he said.

On whether the decision wo-
uld affect students, Munat said
about five to 10 per cent of
Chhattisgarh students follow
NCERT books but the state was
helpless, “because of the Cen-
tre’s adamant attitude”,
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««" Debate the NCERT draft,
\ g don’t disrupt discussion \

DUCATION has always been a contested field in India.

But since the 90s, when the NDA government came

to power, it has become a battlefield of ideologies to

influence young minds. The youth wing of the
BJP has now taken it to the extreme. On Tuesday, a bunch
of ABVP activists barged into a meeting of the Central
Advisory Board of Education in the capital to discuss the
draft National Curriculum Framework (NCF) and disrupted
the proceedings. Last Friday, Murli Manohar Joshi who was
Union human resources development minister in the NDA
government had announced the BJP’s reservations towards '
the UPA government’s education policy and education minis-
ters from BJP-ruled states skipped Tuesday’s meeting. People
have the right to debate and disagree in public with the
government on policies, but that has to be done with the
civility of democratic discourse. What is being done at
present is to politicise everything from textbooks to exam re-
forms in the crudest possible manner. The draft NCF deserves
better treatment since it seeks to achieve a paradigm shiftin
the manner in which our children learn and are taught.

The NCERT draft suggests that curriculum development
should connect knowledge to life outside the school, end
learning by rote, take the process of learning beyond text-
books, and reform the exam system. It looks at teaching as a
means to strengthen our democratic way of life which is pOs-
sible only “when it responds to the presence of first genera-
tion schoolgoers”. It wants to encourage a plurality of text-
books which will help the states to draw from local pools of
knowledge and traditional knowhow so that children relate to
what they learn, Exams are to be of shorter duration with the
focus more on problem-solving skills rather than memorising
the text. These are good suggestions. But its emphasis on
teaching in the child’s mother tongue, while promoting the
three-language formula, is contentious. However persuasive
be the logic, a majority of people cutting across rural-urban
divides look forward to English as the language of deliver-
ance from real and imagined miseries. It is no colonial hang-
over but a reflection of market reality. This obviously is the
challenge before the NCERT: How do we connect our educa-
tion system to the needs of a liberalising political economy
without compromising quality and quantity? The debate
would be served better if those who differ on the NCERT 7&

join the discussion instead of rudely disrupting it.
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+ Kolkata tops in

those securing third divij’
sion has decreased by three

KOLKATA, June 8.-— This
vear’s Higher Secondary
examinees have performed
exceedingly well. The per-
centage of candidates who
have passed is as high as
67.56 and the number of
those securing star marks
and first divisions has
increased too. Reversing
the previous trend, Kol-
kata has surpassed the dis-
tricts with Mithun Chakra-
borty of South Point High
School emerging first.
After being humbled by
the districts in both the
Madhyamik and JEE,
Kolkata this time beat
them also in terms of indi-
vidual scores. The overall
pass percentage has shot up
from 62.6. Unlike last year,
when a two per cent dip in
the pass percentage was
attributed to a large num-
ber of failures in English,
officials refused to attribute
this year’s success to a good
performance in a particular
subject. The first divisions
have increased by nearly 4
per cent. The number of
second divisions has come
down by nearly one per
cent, while the number of
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Mithun Chakraborty (Top)
and Ananda Roy.
— The Statesman
per cent. The number of
stars has also increased
from 5,700 to 7,508.

South Point High
School has multiple rea-

AL s
to celebrate with as

many as three of its stu-.

dents on the list of the top
10. The government-
school topper, Abhisek
Malakar, is from Hindu
School.

Mithun = Chakraborty
(979) and Ananda Roy
(978) of South Point High
School, Raja Basak (978)
of Raiganj Coronation HS
School, Debatraya Pal
(977) of Chatra Nandalal
Institution, Hooghly,
Subhadip Sarkar (972) of
Krishnanath Collegiate
School, Behrampore,
Sourav Chakraborty (971)
of Sagarbhanga High
School, Aritra Banerjee
(967) of Kalyani Experi-
mental School, Himadri
Samanta (966) of
Garalghaccha High
School, Hooghly, Abhisck
Malakar (965) of Hindu
School, Abhirup Ghosh
(964) of Bishnupur High
school in Bankura and
Dhrubojyoti Roy (961) of
South Point High School
are among the top scorers.

The results, of 95 sub-
jects, were published with-
in 38 days, two days ahead
of the Supreme Court’s
deadline.

See Kolkata Plus I
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 7: Dancer
Sonal Mansingh’s controver-
sial reign at the helm of San-
geet Natak Akademi ended
today with the Centre replac-
ing her with Ram Niwas Mird-
ha, former Union minister
and Congress leader.

Mansingh had almost
sparked a revolt in the pivotal
cultural organisation with
leading artistes quitting their
posts in protest against her al-
leged autocratic ways and saf-
fron sympathies.

Mirdha, who will be the
new chairman, had handled
various portfolios in the gov-
ernments headed by Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi and
led the joint parliamentary
committee that probed the se-
! curities scam in the 1990s. He
was chairman of the Con-
gress’s central election au-
thority till a few months ago

Mansingh, Mirdha

and has been associated with
the field of arts for long.
Mansingh, who had canva-
ssed votes for Atal Bihari Vajp-
ayee and Narendra Modi thro-
ugh signed advertisements in
the NDA's India Shining cam-
paign, has been accused of try-
ing to “politicise, personalise
and trivialise” the Akademi.
Those who put in their pa-
pers in protest included three
of the five government nomi-

nees — vice-chairman Kava-
lam Narayana Panicker, Car-
natic musician Balamuralikr-
ishna and Savitri Heisnam.
They and other leading
music, dance and theatre per-
sonalities — such as Raja and
Radha Reddy, M.K. Raina, Na-
dira Babbar, G.S. Channy, Mo-
han Maharishi, Kamal Tiwa-
ri, N.K. Sharma and Dolly
Ahluwalia — submitted a six-
pagelistof complaints against

Mansingh to President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam.

The resignations, however,
were put on hold by Union cul-
ture minister S. Jaipal Reddy,
who declined to accept them
until a final decision was
taken on Mansingh.

Her critics cite how the
dancer refused to call meetin-
gs of the executive board’s
general council and how she
unilaterally ended the golden
jubilee programme in Janu-
ary 2004, 11 months ahead of
schedule.

They accuse her of produc-
ing CD-Roms on the Akade-
mi’s behalf for “self-promo-
tion”, citing one on Indian
dance that makes no mention
of contemporary greats, such
as her guru Kelucharan Maha-
patra. It begins with a speech
by her and ends with excerpts
from her dance recitals with
some remarks by . Vajpayee
thrown in-between.
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d Arindam Santra |
Sonamukhi i
Bindubashini
High School,

i Bankura

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 31

BETTER-LIT CLASSROOMS don’t nec-
essarily produce brighter students.
The district schools sent out this mes-
sage on Tuesday morning, virtually
making a clean sweep of the Mad-
haymik merit list.

The lone candidate from Kolkata
making it to the top 10 came only sev-
enth. As many as nine of the 10 top
scorers were from schools outside the
city limits, with backward Bankura
recording a truly astounding perform-
ance. Kolkata’s only consolation was
that the average result was better than
last year’s.

“The students from Bankura Malda,
Birbhum and Midnapore have done re-
markably well,” secondary board pres-
ident Dibyendu Hota acknowledged.

Much to his own surprise, Arindam
Santara of Sonamukhi Bindubashini
Jubilee High School outscored every-
one else, recording a grand total of 785
marks. Arindam said he had expected
to do well, but not this well. “I always
take one stride at a time. I will concen-
trate now on the HS exam. I am not
thinking beyond this,” he said.

Ahana Pradhan of Bankura Mission
Girls High School came first among the
girls and second in the overall ranking.
“I didn’t expect such high marks. I stud-
ied only five hours a day. Now I will con-
centrate on my HS. I will study science.
As for what I want to do next, I will
think about it when the time comes,”
she said.

Rajesh Madan of Ramhari Ramakr-
ishna Mission High School, Bankura,

01 JUN 2005 "tmousuwan
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came third. “It came as a pleasant sur-
prise. I want to study maths and be-
come a school teacher,” Rajesh said.

In Kolkata, Tamoghna Biswas of
Nava Nalanda School did better than
other city candidates, obtaining 778
marks. The other schools, which did
well, were Jadavpur Vidyapith, South
Point High School and Narendrapur
Ramakrishna Mission.

But is Kolkata falling behind in the
race? School education minister Kanti
Biswas denies this. “Most of the top-
pers this time are from the districts.
But that needn’t be a reflection on the
standards of school education in
Kolkata. There are meritorious stu-

i

1782 -

M Ahana Pradhan Rajesh Madan
Bankura Ramhari Ram
Mission Girls Krishna Mission
High School, High School,

y%m Bankura Bankura

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT
South Point’s Upashona Mukherjee (centre) being congratulated by her classmates
after the Madhyamik results were declared. She stood first among girls in the city.

dents everywhere. What matters is the
overall pass percentage. This has been
uniformly good across the whole
state.”

Academics feel the districts have a
distinct advantage. “The students
there come mostly from poor and low-
er-middle class families. They have a
greater stake in doing well in life,”
Loreto Day School (Sealdah) principal
Sister S. M. Cyril said.

Prof. Balai Pada Santra, father of
this year’s topper Arindam, believes,
“Students in the districts have every-
thing their Kolkata counterparts have
by way of books, libraries and so on.
But they have fewer distractions.”
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~AMU defends
its quota ollcy

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA > whetherbasedon hglonor

NEW DELHI, MAY 23 language, to establish and ad-

‘ minister educational institu-

FACED with criticism tionsoftheirchoice.

from BJP and Sangh Parivar Ahmed said the decision
outfits, Aligarh MuslimUni- was in keeping with the
versity today said that reserv- ~ Supreme Court judgment in
ingSOpercentseatsforMus-  the Tma Pai foundgtioncase,
lims in 43 courses waswithin  inwhich it permitted minori-
the ambit of the Constitu-  tiestoreserveseats. “Thereis
tion. It pointed out that the  nothingcommunal about the

NDA government had ap-
proved such a step in Delhi’s
Jamia Hamdard University.

“The new admissionpol-  the same. The difference is
icy under which 50 per cent  that we will get Muslim stu-
seats would be reserved for  dents from all over the coun-
Muslims is in keeping with  try and not just those from

" the aim with which the uni-  among the internal students,
versity was established, to  most of whom are from Bi-
promote theculturalanded-  har and UF, which will en-
ucational advancement of hance itsnational character.”
Muslims of India, and isas =~ Reacting to criticism by
per article 30(1) of the Con-  BJP and Sangh Parivar out-
stitution,” AMU vice-chan-  fits, Ahmed said that the
cellor Naseem Ahmed told NDA government had ap-
reportershere today. proved 50 per cent reserva-

" Article 30 of the Consti-  tion for Muslims in Jamia |.

tution permits minorities,

move. The proportion of
Muslim and non-Muslim
students is going to remain

Hamdard University.
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May 5. — Could a multi-
lateral organisation, Ford
Foundation, which has
funded several projects in
INU; be accused of propa-
gating “neo-liberal poli-
cies of privatisation of
education” and put at par
with a Nestle cafe outlet?
On Friday, the general
body meeting of students
belonging to JNU’s School
of Arts and Aesthgtics will
decide  whether
should be any fur.

to break ties with Ford
Foundation, JNU’s stud-
ents’ union will press for
ending the funding pro-
gramme of the foundation.

At present, Ford Foun-
dation provides grants and
visiting faculty to School
of International Studies,
School of Social Sciences
and Centre for Study of
Law and Governance.

On 26 April, the stu-
dents’ GBM of the School
of Arts and Aesthetics
protested the alleged cor-
poratisation of education,
comparing Ford Founda-

tion’s association with SAA
to “educational encro-
achment”. Students deci-
ded that they would take
forward their “struggle”
and ask the university to
end all funding and tie-ups.

INUSU president Mona
Das said: “Such funding
lacks transparency and
public scrutiny. And to
ensure basic democratic
and cultural freedom of
the students, JNUSU has
taken an ideological stand
on this issue.”

The Ford Foundatign
started funding the SAA/in /

Nestle it’s Ford Foundatlon'

GOINGS- ON AT RED BASTION JNU 6% 4 ¢

2003. The contradt will
end in July. Some' SAA
faculty members share the
students’ views.

However, the Dean of
SAA, Prof. Jyotindra Jain,
said: “The school is not
dependent on any external
grants, but if a grant is
offered by some -external
funding agency it always
helps us.” He kept alive the
chances of a change in the
students’ decision, saying:
“Thmgs would become

ar tomorrow”.

— Hem Lata Verma in
New Delhi
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IIT—JEE F to
qg be mad

less taxing

By Jhimli Mukherjee
Pandey/TNN

Kolkata: IIT JEE-2006
might be easier to crack.
Holding that the examina-
tion is too tough and causes
tremendous stress to candi-
dates, the Union human re-
sources development min-
istry has formed a commit-
tee of IIT teachers and rep-
resentatives of the CBSE
and ICSE boards to simpli-
fy the pattern of the joint
entrance examination.
According to sources, the
first change could be that
| questions will be set only
from the Plus-II syllabus.
“The HRD ministry feels
that many of the IIT-JEE
quiéstions are based on top-
_ics that are not taught in
Plus-1I and are in fact of a
far advanced standard.
This forces candidates to
start preparing at least
three years in advance—
from Class IX. They over-
load themselves and this
leads to depression, which
sometimes ends in sui-
' ¢ide,” HT-Kharagpur direc-
tor S K Dubey told TOI.
Dubey and IIT-JEE
chairman V K Tewari are
on the committee that is ex-
pected to submit its sugges-

tions by July The changes

could be rung in for the ex-
amination as early as next
year. The Centre believes
that the tougher syllabus
forces aspirants to neglect
their board exams for IIT-
JEE. They also end up
spending a lot on coaching
classes that claim to be tai-
lor-made for the make-or-
break exam, said Dubey.

So, the committee is sin-
gling out topics that are not
taught in Plus-II anywhere
in the country. Every topic
that is now included in IIT-
JEE will be vetted by the
representatives of CBSE
and ICSE. )

The committee will also |
take a fresh look at the .
present two-tier exam sys-
tem —where candidates :
are given objective-type
questions in the prelims .
and subjective ones in the i
finals—and see whether it
should be replaced with a
single-entry system.

Again, in the finals, can- °
didates have to take three :
papers—physics, chem-
istry and mathematics—in
a gruelling six-hour ses-
sion on a single day. The
HRD ministry believes it is
taxing and has asked the
committee to work out a
better “fatigue and rest cy-
cle”.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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rSchool

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Behrampore, May 2: A tea-
cher has sparked a debate by
goingto school in a burqa, sim-
ilar to the headscarf heat that
singed Singapore and France
recently.

On her first day in school
on April 25, Susmita Mondal,
who converted to Islam at
the time of her marriage,
wore a burqa and was told by
senior teachers and the ad-
ministration of Amtala An-
nadamani Girls’ High School
to follow tradition by sticking
to the sari.

“I shall take classes wear-
ing a sari if they can prove
that the burqa is offending,”
said Susmita, whose husband
is also a teacher.

On marriage, her name
changed to Sumaiya Parveen,
but the papers recognising the

03 My

al!eratlon are not in hand yet.

A Masters in English from
Burdwan University who got
her job through the School Se-
rvice Commission, Susmita
said she had tried to reason wi-
th the teacher-in-charge, Gou-
ri Ghosh, but without success.

Ghosh, however, said: “It is
compulsory for all our teach-
ers and even students above
Class IX to wear a sari to
school. We have only request-
ed Susmita to follow a 34-year-
old tradition.”

If Susmita does not accede
to the request, the school — in
the small town of Naoda near
here, about 210 km from Cal-
cutta — will approach the dis-
trict magistrate of Murshid-
abad and the board for guid-
ance, Ghosh added.

School education minister
Kanti Biswas said: “The
school authorities have been

2664 Py

asked not to do anythmg rash
and instead find out from Sus-
mita’s husband and in-laws
whether they insist on her
taking classes wearing a
burga, whether they would
mind her wearing a sari.”

“I haveto be convinced that
I am violating the code of con-
duct that has been put into op-
eration by the board of sec-
ondary education,” said Sus-
mita, who wants to be allowed
to take classes in a burga with
the veil removed.

Susmita explained that she
went to university, wrote her
examinations and even ap-
peared before the interview-
ers for the teacher’s job in a
burqa without encountering
any objection.

A similar row had broken
out recently in Singapore and
France and the governments

_in both countries ruled agai-

/Qé\%
4/)'9

trips teacher in burga

nst girls weari g a headscarf,
as stipulated py religion, to
school. Francd does not allow
the turban in s¢hools, too.

In Britain, however, Shabi-
na Begum, a 15-year-old, get
the court to rule that her
school at Bedfordshire had
discriminated against her by
not allowing her to wear the
head-to-toe dress, the jilbab.

Susmita alleges that since
she joined the school, her coll-
eagues had not been cooper-
ating as she had refused to swi-
tch over to a sari. The school
management had called a
meeting on April 27 to discuss
the issue.

“We cannot stop a teacher
from wearing a burga as there
is no such provision in the ru-
les of the West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education. But we
are trying to find a solution to
the dispute,” the school said.
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/. What crisis?

G ¢
whasks Sonal;

OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 24: A day
after theatre artiste K.N. Pan-
icker resigned as vice-chair-
man of the Sangeet Natak
Akademi protesting against
chairperson Sonal Mansingh,
the danseuse today said there
was no crisis in the organisa-
tion and declared that she
would not step down.

“What is the big crisis? We
had a meeting all day yester-
day in which we very animat-
edly discussed the calendar of
events of the Akademi and fi-
nalised the budget allocation. I
do not know what happened in
three hours after the meeting
for Mr Panicker to resign,”
Mansingh said.

She met Union informati-
on and broadcasting minister
S. Jaipal Reddy this evening.
“We have placed concrete facts
before the minister about the
situation and it is now up to
him to decide (the) course of
action,” she said after the
meeting that lasted about 40
minutes.

-Panicker had put in his pa-
pers last night in protest aga-
inst the “unconstitutional, un-
ethical functioning of the Ak-
ademi under her (Mansingh)”
and also to express solidarity
with Carnatic maestro Bala-
muralikrishna, who had earli-
er quit the executive board of

the organisatios.L

Mansingh said: “A handful
of people are vocal in criticisi-
ng me but they were unable
to give a single thread of
evidence.”

Had she made any mistak-
es, she would not have hesitat-
ed to apologise, the danseuse
added. “The artistes, who are
now speaking against me are
the ones who had been enjoy-
ing advantages before my ti-
me. I stopped these practices,”
she said, adding this was the
main reason behind the vilifi-
cation campaign against her.

Dancer Raja Reddy, who
is spearheading the campaign
against Mansingh, said the
resignation by the two noted
artistes from the executive bo-
ard had made it clear that the
mandate was not in her (Mans-
ingh’s) favour and “she should
now gracefully resign”.

In Thiruvananthapuram,
Panicker today said he had
been kept in the dark on im-
portant developments in the
Akademi, including the resig-
nation of Balamuralikrishna
from the executive board.

“It is almost one month

since he resigned. As vice-
chairman, I should have been
told. At least the executive
should have been informed. I
came to know about it from
Jaipal Reddy’s office,” Panick-
er said.

Mansingh with an Akademi executive board member

after meeting Jaipal Reddy. (PTI)

On alleged political leanin-
gs of Mansingh, he said: “I
did not say anything on that
but some organisations in Del-
hi had reportedly made such
complaints. Criticism is that

she works for the BJP. I don’t
know to which party she be-
longs. My feeling is that when
a person occupies an impor-
tant position, he or she cannot
work for any political party.”




Centre mulls doing
away with exams ...

Effort to make life less stressfui for k|ds \
The propo

Nandini R Iyer
New Delhi, April 14

IF THE Union HRD ministry
has its way and some kind of
consensus is hammered out
among the various state-level
boards, the examination sys-
tem in the country could be in
for a major change from as
early as the next academic ses-
sion. The ministry has already
sounded out the CBSE, the
ICSE and state authorities on
its proposal of doing away
with the present system of
mid-term and yearly school
examinations and replacing
them with weekly and month-
ly evaluations.

What has triggered the re-
think among Union HRD min-
istry mandarins is the alarm-
ingrise in suicide rates among
students just before major ex-
aminations. The unanimous
view seems to be that the pres-
ent evaluation system is just
too stressful for the young
minds. “The kids need to take
less tedious examinations. The
tension within the student
community is a cause for wor-
ry. We need to and are taking a
critical and clinical look at de-
pression. It is more common
than most people realise and it
is an issue that needs to be ad-
dressed urgently,” Union high-
er education secretary B.S.
Baswan told Hindustan Times.

From all indications, HRD

minister Arjun Singh is dead
serious on the matter. On
March 24, he chaired a brain-
storming session with repre-
sentatives of all major educa-
tion boards and asked them to
work out a strategy to deal
with the stress factor among
students. Ministry . sources
said that if the changes can be
implemented successfully at
the school level, the spotlight
would be on the college and
university levels in the next
phase of the revamp.

The ministry is also keen to
get premier higher education
institutions to simplify com-
petitive examinations by allot-
ting more time to write the an-
swers in a less stressful envi-
ronment. The Council of Indi-
an Institutes of Technology
has apparently assured the
minister that IIT entrance tests
would henceforth be only as
tough as Class XII exams and
students need no longer take
specialised coaching classes.

As a beginning, the govern-
ment has decided that schools
would not be allowed to pre-
vent students who fail pre-
board examinations from ap-
pearing for the board finals
and all students would be al-
lotted examination centres
close to their homes. These
proposals are now with the
education wing of the
HRD ministry and could get
the nod any time.
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~SC directs state

to adﬂiii

medical

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, April
11. — A Division Bench of the Sup-
reme Court (coram: Sabharwal and
Dharmadhikari, JJ) today directed
the West Bengal government to
admit the 65 ousted NRI students
to the MBBS course in the.2005-06
academic year. The court, however,
clarified that this should not be
treated as a precedent. It ruled that
the 65 NRI students shall be dis-
tributed in all the nine state med-
ical colleges.

West Bengal’s chief secretary, Mr
Asok Gupta, said the government
would implement the order and the
students would begin their first year
MBBS classes from the academic
session beginning August.

Counsel for the affected students
had submitted that as a special case
such candidates should be consid-
ered for admission to the MBBS
course in 2005-06 and the requisite
number of seats should be reserved
for admission from the total num-
ber of MBBS seats in the state.

The Bench, however, set aside
the main issue of the validity of
NRI quota in government colleges.
This will be decided at the time of
final hearing of the SLPs by the
court.

The state government held a spe-
cial examination for NRI quota stu-
dents in 2003 and admitted 99 stu-
dents in 2004. However, successful
JEE candidates challenged the
move in Calcutta High Court and
on 29 September 2004 the court
ruled that the admission of all NRI
quota students be scrapped. It
directed that counselling should be
started for those seats among stu-
dents on the JEE merit list.

12 APR 2005

i~

65 NRI

students

An appeal against the High
Court order was filed in the
Supreme Court by the. NRI-spon-
sored students to which the state
government became a party. While
the case was being heard a con-
tempt petition was filed by the JEE
students against the government
for not implementing the Calcutta
High Court’s order.

The Supreme Court then direct-
ed the state government to admit
69 JEE students “in place and
instead of” the NRI-sponsored stu-
dents who were ousted. However, it
allowed 30 NRI-sponsored stu-
dents to remain admitted to the
course; later, two NRI-sponsored
students were disqualified on tech-
nical grounds. And twe other NRI- - .
sponsored students, who had also
qualified through the JEE merit
list, were admitted as bonafide
JEE-qualified students, leaving 65
students ousted from the course.

The court asked all states to
evolve a strategy to maximise utili-
sation of the 50 per cent all-India
quota seats in post-graduate med-
ical courses, and to strictly restrict
admission of students to their -
quota seats only.

_ Another report (y(olkata Plus IV

MSTATESMA"



. ples ueuySII H A N
uwep I ple ssoursng Jo [00Y0S SLVI .. 'SIII
a7} JsuUTeS e SAATOSTSTE HILUWIOUIY S[OOYDS Id
-0 1S0UI aSNEDSY [e01III0 ST SAASINS T00Y0s-g
ul SIT Jo uolyedionae d,, 'sAeams oy} Jo A)IIq
-1PRIO 9Y} 109)¢ TTiM SIAITI 94} JO SAOW Y} 199]
S[ootos-g 3JeAlId Poppe Teyseted ,, Teak ST
N0 PUSs 0) JUeM M YoIym adessowl SUoxs e
§,010Y], 'PalJI10a1 3¢ 0} SPAAU PUE 91eINIIRUI ST
Suryuea Jo aTeds IaY) eyl mouy serousse joy
-Tet 8S91f) 781} 08 194 B 10J SAoAINS UIoX)
Aeme Aejs 0} paprodp aABY oM, ONUSY}
-ne pue djeIMoOe I ayeul XSojopoyrewt
I8y} aUITIBAI}S 0} satouade ay) 03
28essaW ¥ JNO PUSS 0) OSTE Sem ‘ples SI10)
-09J1Tp NII ‘s8urjel unys 0] dAOW 3],
‘TOL P10} 9dV ,'SJooyos ssaurshq yuex
0) JUeM [OTYM SaT0USe 0] UOT]RULIONUT AUe
YSTUIng Jou [[1s om ALTEIUNIOA ST Huwel
0} S8INYO0.1q PUE §931SGaM JNO U0 d[qe[Tee
¥jep 9y} 9sn 0} 92JJ axe seurZeSew pur
sapouase jaspelA,, 1S do3 ey Ul seweu

SUIPERISIA Uy 2y}Ya1s

JY3 pull S Pmoo sWII 913 ‘Sfaams onsawl
-op woy Aeme 3urAys ojidsep A8upssisyuy
"PrES Yeyseaed d S 1030a1p SI0PU-III ., ‘SAaA
-Jns 8s9Yy} w0y Aeme 3urde)s Aq £19100s 01 pood
Jo J0] ® 3UTOP 8g [IM aM A8AINS Jayjour Aq
81 ON PeyUeI ST 8)yIIsul ates ayj} afiym ‘1 oN
S[ aynnsur Jenorred e sdes LoAans au() (WY}
jsnay o) pesoddns nok axe Mol [ MO[[0J A3y}
A3ojopoyjamr 3y} ST Jeym BIPI AUE 8AeY NOA
0o(,, ‘POYUE Suraq wogy Leme sdels A[snoros

103 ‘goUr)sSUl J0J ‘VIOPUT-AIIT ‘YSnoyy sdsams

8y} ut Bunjedronred usoq aAey SIII [Te 10N
«901I0U JoY1m] [TjUN Teak SI}
Loaams Aue ut eyedorired Airejunioa jou s
M "SJUSPNIS SASNJUOD AJUO Ppure dPTIUSIISUN K]
-)sout st ASo[opoyjowt 9y, 's£eams ayy} Jo yred
Sureq 10U U0 SNOWTURUN d.19M SI0ISIIP Y3 [TV,
‘pres 8)dy O ysexe1q 1030311p a1oTeSued-WIY
R HEUE RS LN
-a3.1e1 sem pajdepe £8otopoyjow 31} puR A19100S
0} 90TAI8S STII[ PIP SAdAINS 3} 318 syued

JRuSRIRY d § 401084 BL0DUF NI~

skanns |00yas-g 1109

-1onaed 9y, "9pOHIYZOY Je 138Ul SI0}ITP
AT 3us09 8} 3urmp usye} sem sSurfues
fooyos-g oy Kesme £e3s 03 UOISIOap o],
*STOOY0S SSouIsNg Jued et
. sKeAms 9y} Jo Aue ui j.aed o3e) 0) jJoU UOIS
-109P SNOIOSU0D B UdYe) dARY SINTI XIS Y3
IV Teod s1y) aoea s8uryel sy} JO N0 SaA[aS
-way} porind oaey (S jUSTOSEUYVIY
Jo sepmnysu] Uretpu] 9119 9y ], :daor83ueyg

NN.L/wmBeyses Bueipep Ag

uf 2< _,mu:_as_ SO\ Aes s1039311(

hmmﬁ 9 SN

THE 1imES OF INCIA

S

s, ‘“m 2005



THigher-education
st for completey
v»f‘fnakeover i

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI, April 2. — A
major restructuring of
India’s higher-education
structure, including ‘flexi-
ble hiring’ of professors
and higher tuition fees in
the Central universities is
being envisaged in govern-
ment circles. That is one
way India can have 20
.world-class universities
.by 2020, officials

said.

India is
looking to be a devel-
" oped country and to get
there, the university sys-
i tem has to be reformed.
The present situation,
where under-graduates
get a good education but
post-graduates a largely
mediocre one, has to
change, believe senior gov-
ernment officials. In fact,
the current trend of falling
standards needs to be
reversed and a change in
the way professors are
recruited would be the
first priority. The Planning
Commission is looking at
this issue and could be
placing it before the
Knowledge Commission,
the creation of which has
been announced by the
Prime  Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh. Curre-
ntly, there is no incentive
for first-rate academics to
teach in an Indian univer-
sity. For, who joins has to
join as a lecturer and pro-
motions are time-bound
and ‘bureaucratised.’
“As a result, most people
would rather teach in a

third-rate Amenca‘\xé\
versity than in India, “

senior official said. If the
structure changes and
good people can come at
higher levels and at higher
salaries, there could be an
improvement. Professors
also have to be accountable
and if students have to pay
more for their lessons, they
may be keen on better
teaching standards.

Fund is the other issue.
“Currently, college fees are

less than in sec-
7 ondary schools.
A\ University stu-
dents will have
to pay more and
</ it would make
more sense for the cen-
tral universities to raise
fees rather than ask the
states to do so,” an official
said. This issue is men-
tioned in the Planning
Commission’s mid-term
assessment report, likely
to be released shortly and
the discussions with the
HRD ministry could start
after that.

To ensure that students
from weaker sections of
the society are not affect-
ed, a scholarship pro-
gramme will be worked
out when fees are raised,
the official added. But the
percentage of costs covered
by fees will have to rise.
“In 1960, fees covered 20
per cent of the costs. Now,
it is about 5 per cent,” an
official said.

The government is think-
ing of a system when
bright young people with
PhDs, many of whom have
gone abroad, can be
attracted for university
jobs. That way, some of
them can be brought back.
But the system is so hier-
archical; professors
already there will ask why
people have come
above them.
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“Teacher rips off tuft

of 5-year

{b(\x )S {
917

4
SPARE THE hair, spoil the child! Despite pe-
riodic court strictures against the practice,
corporal punishment in schools is alive and
kicking.

Five-year-old Varnika Gupta of nursery
section A, at Our Lady Queen Of The Mis-
sion School in Salt Lake, had a tuft of hair
uprooted by class teacher Ruma Pal yester-
day because she had forgotten to bring a
plastic carry bag to school. The teacher had
told Varnika and her classmates that they
must bring a bag each to carry back home
some artwork assignments.

It was Varnika’s bad luck that she had for-
gotten this all-important bag. Pal, who saw it
as a sure sign of intransigence, flew into a
rage and decided to teach the kid a lesson she
would remember for ever. To make it doubly
certain she also made her keep standing in
the classroom through the entire period.

Pal was arrested tonight, but only after a
sustained campaign by Varnika’s parents to
get the teacher booked.

As soon as Varnika told her what had hap-
pened in school, mother Sapna Gupta, after
consultations with husband Hitesh and eld-
ers in the family, visited the school for an ex-
planation from the authorities. When the
school refused to entertain enquiries, the
Guptas lodged a complaint with the police.

“Aunty pulled out my hair and threw it
into the litter bin,” a sobbing Varnika told
the police. Hitesh said, “Mary Sebastian,
principal of the school, told us to take my
daughter to some other school and offered to
issue a transfer certificate. Somehow, she
had the decency to call the class teacher,
who admitted to the incident.

“But the principal refused to give an un-
dertakmg that'such’ punishments wouldn’t
be repeated en any child in future. That is

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, March 16

r-old’s hair

o

H- )

Varnika at her home on Wednesday.

what made us go to the police.”

But will the teacher be punished?

School education minister Kanti Biswas
said, “We have no law governing the code of
conduct for teachers. The school managing
committee will decide what punishment
should be meted out to the teacher. The ad-
ministration won’t interfere.”

Father Francis Fanthome, CEQO, ICSE,
was equally non-committal: “If a teacher is
charged with undesirable conduct, the inan-
aging committee of the school and the state
administration will decide what to do. We
are concerned only with examinations, not
the day-to-day. administration of schools.”

—
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Coded textbooks. -
/for HS schools

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, March 15: The
West Bengal Council for High-
er Secondary Education today
asked schools across the state
to adhere to its guidelines on
the use of textbooks from the
next academic session when a
new syllabus will be intro-
duced at the plus-two level.
“We have already publi-
shed our book lists for the new
syllabus and issued circulars
to all schools on this score. We
will initiate measures against
schools that do not follow our
guidelines,” said Gopa Dutta,
the president of the council.
Its secretary Debasish Sar-
kar said that for the first time,
all textbooks recommended by
the council are being given
code numbers so that students
and teachers identify the gen-
uine from the fake. “It will
help us maintain a uniform

policy regarding use of text-
books,” he added.

On the kind of action the
council would take against sc-
hools flouting its guidelines,
Dutta said: “We will first pre-
pare a list of such schools and
decide what can be done. But
we believe that all the schools
will abide by our guidelines.”

The council has released a
list of textbooks on 27 subjects
and sent it to all schools.

Sarkar said special meas-
ures were taken while print-
ing the textbooks. Publishers
had sent books written accord-
ing to the new syllabus, which
were scrutinised by reviewers
appointed by the council.

Some books were sent back
to publishers for modifica-
tions. The books that met the
council’s satisfaction were
marked with a code.

The council’s guidelines
came in the wake of a string of

’\_7

/

complaints that several scho-
ols in the districts were not
using textbooks recommend-
ed by it. “This was possible so
far as all our textbooks did not
have code numbers,” said
Sarkar.

Dutta said 1,69,157 girls
and 2,34,072 boys would be ap-
pearing for this year’s higher
secondary exams, beginning
on Tuesday.

She added that the council
has forbidden use of mobile
phones, pagers and digital di-
aries inside the examination
hall. “We have also urged the
police to keep Xerox counters
located near the centres closed
during the examination.”

A control room has been
set up at the council headquar-
ters in Salt Lake, which can
be contacted on phone num-
bers 23374945 and 23374984 if
candidates face problems on
exam days.

16 MAR 2005
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SHANKAR MUKHERJEE

Calcutta, March 9: The state
government has raised the
salary of college teachers on
contract by a whopping
Rs 12,000 a month.
The government hopes
the hike will help fill up the
' over 200 posts of college
teachers that are lying va-
cant across the state.

“We realised that the good
and deserving candidates are
refusing to take up the job of
teachers because of the poor
pay packet. This is why we
decided to offer Rs 14,000 per
month to the teachers on con-
tract,” higher education sec-
retary Jawhar Sircar said.

“Nowadays, a person who
has completed his postgradu-

teachers

ﬁ ) ld\)&
ation can easily earn atleast PSC to prepafe a panel of

Rs 10,000 per month through
private tuition. So, why sho-
uld he chase the job of a con-
tractual college teacher for
Rs 2,000? We discussed the
matter with senior officials
and academics and decided
to hike the pay to Rs 14,000.”

The amount is the mini-
mum a permanent college
teacher gets.

The Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) appoints gov-
ernment college teachers. Of-
ficials said 242 posts are
lying vacant across the state,

The government’s action
has come in the wake of in-
creasing student resentment
over absence of teachers. “It
is a fact that students are suf-
fering. We have asked the

candidates to fill up the vaca-
nt posts but it will take time
to complete formalities. We
have decided to appoint tea-
chers on contract basis im-
mediately so that classes are
not hampered,” Sircar said.
“In the first phase, we will
appoint 71 teachers and we
have already initiated the
process,” he added.
Candidates will be select-
ed after an interview for a
six-month contract. “If the
government fails to fill up the
vacant posts with permanent
teachers, the contracts may
be renewed. Those joining as
contract teachers will get pr-
eference when the PSC prep-
ares the panel of permanent
teachers,” an official said.
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“Saffron vs d

debate for

HYDERABAD, March 8.
— The_three-day meeting
on Curriculum Framework
Review, undertaken by the

National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT), has
skirted the issue of saffroni-
sation of school textbooks.
“There is no such thing.
Nobody talked about it. It is
not even on our agenda”,
the chairman of the nation-
al steering committee on
CFR, Prof Yashpal, said in
reply to a question at a
press conference at the con-
clusion of the meeting. “We
are not guided by political

slogans or oplmons We are
here to create a proper
education system,” Prof
Yashpal said, disapproving
of the use of the words “saf-
fronisation” and “de-saf-
fronisation” and said the
NCERT’s current appro-
ach is not in that direction.
The meeting was attend-
ed by the 30-member com-
mittee and chairpersons of
21 national focus groups
and deliberated on educa-
tional reforms, curriculum
changes, among others.
The present examination
system is faulty as it does
not require the understand-
ing of concepts and this
amounted to “cheating chil-

THE STATESMAN

no

CERT

%\ C(-»l/\ (/\,‘,

dren and oumelves Prof
Yashpal said. He faulted the
present system, especially
the rush for coaching class-
es, for the decline of the
educational system.

The broad consensus at
the meeting was to evolve a
curriculum that is inclusive,
which helps the child under-
stand and relate different
things instead of memoris-
ing useless information.
The review exercise would
be completed this month
and the committee’s
recommendations would be
submitted to NCERT’s ex-
ecutive committee and its
general council for appro-
val, he said.
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-~ Question pattern set for overhaul

New-look 2007

for Madhy

OURSPECIAL L
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, March 1: The ques-
tion pattern for Madhyamik
papers will undergo a string of
changes.

The first students to taste
the new set would be those
appearing for the examination
in 2007, the West Bengal Board
of Secondary Education said
today while unveiling plans
to upgrade the system in keep-
ing with directives from the
National Council of Educatio-
nal Research and Training
(NCERT).

Board president Dibyendu
Hota said: “We have already
held the first round of meetin-
gs with the NCERT authoriti-
es. We will implement the revi-
sed system from the 2007 Mad-
hyamik examination.”

Among the changes, sourc-
es in the board said, the most
significant is a suggestion to
reduce the choice of questions
in every paper.

Under the existing system,
the official said, “too many”
questions are asked and the
examinees have to select only
afew to answer.

Sources said the NCERT
found this system “defective”
and asked the board to abolish
it immediately, It also suggest-
ed a system where the number
of alternative questions offer-
ed was “minimum?”.

The present system,
NCERT officials are believed
to have reasoned, reduces the

scope of examiners to proper-
ly evaluate a student’s merit.
“If every student attempts a
different question, it becomes
difficult for the examiner to
make the right assessment,”
Hota admitted.

The other NCERT suggest-
ion being considered is to lay
greater emphasis on objective-
type questions.

The board will organise a
series of workshops to be atte-
nded by senior teachers and
experts to prepare the draft of
the proposed changes.

The initiative assumes ext-
ra significance as demands for
an overhaul of the system had
been long pending. Students,
guardians and teachers had
wanted the state’s secondary
examination to be on a par wi-
th tests like the ICSE and the
CBSE, which students of over
300 schools across Bengal take.

Hota said the Madhyamik
examination system also nee-
ded to be revamped because of
the recent revision of the syll-
abi. The new courses are being
introduced from the academic
session beginning May.

Both the Delhi boards have
already adopted the NCERT
suggestions and structured
their systems accordingly.

The NCERT suggestions
came to the Bengal board over
three years ago.

A workshop with teachers
and experts was held in Calcu-
tta last year to discuss the sug-
gestions, but there was little
progress beyond that.

amik
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Basirhat, March 1: Unruly
scenes more readily associat-
ed with the examination syst-
em marred by rampant chea-
ting in Bihar and Uttar Prad-
esh were enacted at a Madhy-
amik centre where 16 extern-
al candidates were taking the
history test today.

The girls urged invigila-
tors at Purnachandra Ma-
jumder Girls’ High School in
North 24-Parganas, 80 km
from Calcutta, to allow them
to copy from books and other
materials supplied to them
by outsiders as soon as the
test began. Some of them had
already started copying.

The invigilators protested
and snatched away the answ-
er scripts of all 16. Violence
seemed imminent when the
people slipping in chits thro-
ugh windows tried to enter
the hall. But the police at the
centre pushed them back.

All the examinees, barr-
ing one, later submitted bla-
nk answer scripts.

Dibyendu Hota, the presi-
dent of the board of second-
ary education, described it as
a stray incident, but said:
“We are taking it very seri-
ously and will conduct an
inquiry. ”
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NCERT books on Net

Shruti Maheshwari -
New Delhi, February 11 \

NO MORE standing in queues orfwait-
ing for delayed publications to hit the
stands. The National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Traihing
(NCERT) will soon be putting its text-
books on the Internet for unlimited
access to students and teachers across
the country.

As many as 150 textbooks for Class-
es IX-XII will be put on the Net by
March end this year, said Dr Utpal Ma-
1ik, head of the Department of Com-
puter Education & Technological Aids
at NCERT. Texts for other classes will
follow suit, as will NCERT publica-
tions in Hindi and Urdu.

This mammoth exercise will be ac-
complished in partnership with the
National Informatics Centre (NIC),
which has already assisted Karnataka
in putting up their textbooks on the

- Internet, Malik said.

While the additional cost incurred
by the Council on this exercise hasn’t
been calculated yet, officials say this
won’t be "a very expensive" exercise.
"In any case, we don't think we should
be making money at the cost of chil-
dren," said Council director Prof Kr-
ishna Kumar.

Does the council lose out in terms of
lesser sales since students now have
the option of downloading texts in-
stead of buying them? Council offi-
cials disagree.

"A student is unlikely to use the Net
version as a substitute," they said.
“This exercise is primarily meant to

benefit students and teachers who
don’t have access to NCERT books for-
mally," said Malik.

Another advantage is that if publi-
cation is delayed, schools can down-
load the texts from the Net and make
copies for teachers so te@ching doesn’t

suffer. \ ¢
ik

»

TARGET

m 150 textbooks for classes
1X-XII to be available on Net
by March end

HELPING HAND

m Easy reference for those
who don’t have access to
NCERT books

m Studies won't suffer in case
of delayed publications

NO WORRY

m Students unlikely to stop
buying books, so sales
won't suffer

Lucknow schools
han V-Day
celebrations

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, February 11

THIS VALENTINE'S Day, it won't be
roses and cards for children in Luc-
know schools. Most city schools,
starting with the City Montessori
School (CMS), have decided to ban
celebrations on February 14.

If things go really bad, CMS stu-
dents may even have to sit through
a hymn: "Pavitra man rakho, pavit-
ra tan rakho, pavitrata hi manushy-
ata ki shaan hai (a patronising
prayer on maintaining ‘purity’ of
body and soul).

In a letter to principals of all
CMS schools, founder-manager
Jagdish Gandhi wrote on Wednes-
day: "There have been heartbreaks,
rapes, murders and heinous cri-
mes ameng children who have
been misguided by the fad of
Valentine's Day. Co-educational in-
stitutions are more prone to be af-
fected by this fad.”

There's more: "You (all princi-
pals) are requested to kindly hold a
teachers' meeting and discuss how
to educate students on the ill effects
of celebrating Valentine's Day,"
Gandhi wrote. Other schools are
taking the advice seriously. Modern
School founder Rakesh Kapoor said:
"We do not allow or encourage
Valentine's Day. But we celebrate
Rakshabandhan. School is where
boys and girls should have brother-
Iv and sisterly feelings (sic)."
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“Supreme Court de
“112 private universities
in Chhattisgarh illegal

"

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 11. The Supreme
Court today declared as uncon-
stitutional a provision in the
Chhattisgarh  Private Sector
Universities Act, 2002 permit-
ting establishment of private
universities for higher educa-
tion. The court declared as null
and void establishment of 112
such private universities under
this law.

A three-Judge Bench, com-
prising the Chief Justice R.C.
Lahoti, Justice G.P. Mathur and
Justice P.K. Balasubramanyan,
quashed Section 5 of the Act
under which the State Govern-
ment had issued notifications

allowing the setting up of pri- -

vate universities.
The Bench held that all pri-

vate universities established in
the State (with branches in oth-
er places in the country) under
the law would cease to exist.
But to protect the interest of
thousands of students of these
universities, whose registration
had been cancelled, the Bench
directed affiliation of these in-
stitutions to universities that
existed prior to the enactment
of legislation.

The famous Rai University,
Amity University, Mangalmay
University, Lovely University,
Global University, Supreme
University, Manav Rachna Uni-
versity, Apple International
University, Dolphin University,
Crystal University, Aptech Uni-
versity and ICFAI Vishwavid-
hyalaya are among the 112

univergitiee

The Bench was acting on a
petition filed by Prof. Yashpal,
former Chairman of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC), questioning the legality
of Section 5 of the legislation
which gave a go-by to the role
of the Commission which was
vested with the sole authority
to examine the infrastructure
available with colleges and the

courses prescribed by an insti-.

tution before being conferred
with a deemed university sta-
tus.

“Teaching shops”

Prof. Yashpal contended that
under this law the control of
the UGC over the private uni-
versities had been done away
with. They were nothing but
teaching shops, some of them

clares

93023

even functioning in shopping
complexes. The guidelines is-
sued by the UGC on the cours-
es and award of degrees had
been ignored by these universi-
ties. “Thus, it has led to degrees
like ‘Member of the Interna-
tional Institute of Medical Sci-
ences' and ‘Fellow of the
International Institute of Med-
ical Sciences’ being offered by
the universities.”

He said the State Govern-
ment had been establishing
universities by issuing notifica-
tions in an indiscriminate and
mechanical manner without
having regard to the available
infrastructure and as a result

‘many universities had been es-

tablished in Delhi, Bihar, Pun-
jab, Mumbai, and other places
under the Chhattisgarh law.
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l" Deadll e for HS results raises hopes j&" |

t a time wheh the Supreme Court points to the many |

oopholes in governance, it is not surprising that school
boards are told to strictly follow deadlines for publishing
examination results so that students proceeding for higherf
studies are not inconvenienced. The 10 June deadline ought
to have become the accepted practice across the country but\ |
states like West Bengal have consistently defaulted. It is not
acceptable that the Higher Secondary Council in the state
merely promises to make amends. Enough damage has been
caused by delays in publishing results — last year they were
one and a half months later than published elsewhere.
There is also the question of maintaining standards in
evaluating answer scripts. It is one thing for the school
education minister to declare with contrived earnestness
that the deadline will be observed this year itself despite
year’s respite granted by the Supreme Court; it is something
to maintain standards. The hackles in recent years have
brought the entire system into question.

The teachers’ response has not been inspiring. For one
thing, examination dates may have to be brought forward
and there will be pressure to complete courses in time. What

_teachers are not willing to acknowledge is the additional
pressure they must accept and and the need to improve
teaching skills. There is also the ticklish issue of private
tuitions which are banned but which a large section of the
teaching fraternity supports through the Left unions. The
minister’s confidence is not justified by the board’s and
teachers’ record. Which is why meritorious students with no

political interests still keep their fingers crossed as
whether O/Llot the West Bengal board will ever delive/)ﬂ/
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gdtting a degree

f late,

Owithout slogging for it is
easier than burning mid-
night oil. Little knowledge, they
say, is a dangerous thing. But if it
is disguised with a fake degree, it
becomes a profitable proposi-
tion, at least until it is revealed.
Profit apart, the state of our
education system is such that
thousands of jobless and semi-
literate youths in our country
have no option but to buy the
stamp of education, if not for
prestige then just for earning a
livelihood. Indeed, there are
thousands of “highly-qualified”
degree holders who are employ-
ed but who have never seen a
college. How many employers
actually take the trouble of
verifying the authenticity of their
employees’ educational quali-
fications — be it a certificate, a
diploma or a degree that gets the

latter a job in the first place?

f

Lawyers and doctors

Things went well for many
practising lawyers possessing
fake marksheets till the Kolkata
Bar Council lodged a complaint
on 24 September 2004 with
Jorasanko police station against
those who had used fake mark-
sheets. Earlier, on 24 May the
Calcutta University Registrar
lodged a complaint with the
same police station against a
first-year student of RG College,
Champahati, whose HS certifi-
cate from the Bihar Interme-
diate Council was fake. Very
recently it came to light that the
racket in forged marksheets had
spread as far as Bihar. One may
recall that the vice-chancellor of
the LN Mithila University in
Bihar was arrested on charges of
having amassed a huge amount
of money by selling degrees.
Also, the withdrawal of PhD de-
gree from a biochemist by the
Rajasthan University after it was
discovered that he had submit-
ted a fake thesis may well reveal
the ‘extent of dishonest practices
in manipulating higher degrees.
Aun official of the Indian Council
of Social Sciences Research was
found to be indulging in the bu-
siness of obtaining PhD degrees
for his researchers from other
universities  through unfair
means,

There are even reports of
truant and irresponsible medical
practitioners having fake deg-
rees earning a fast buck. This
was brought to light recently by a
Delhi court verdict. The Medical
Council of India revoked the
licences of as many as 12 doctors
having fake certificates.

In 1978, the department of the
Controller of Examinations, Cal-
cutta University had to look into
the alleged issue of forged mark-

The author is Reader in the Department
of English, Gurudas College.

By AK GHOSH

sheets to students of degree
courses between 1972 to 1975.
Two education ministers of
Bihar had to resign because of
their direct involvement in the
fake degree scandal in 1999. One
of them kept on absconding to
avoid arrest for having made
huge money along with his edu-
cation commissioner by selling
fake BEd degrees. Recently, the
vice-chancellor of Visva Bharati
was arrested in the fake mark-
sheet racket. The BN Mandal
University in Bihar has been
reported to have sold post-gra-

duate degrees in science. Also,
the credibility of the prevalent
examination system has always
been under a cloud. There are
reports of leakage of examina-
tion papers of many important
examinations, including AIIMS
entrance papers.

Degree dealers

The rise in fake certificate
exposure has prompted the
Council of Boards of School
Education to sound a warning
bell to the state about mush-
rooming fake boards. The CBSE
has provided the member state
boards with a list of four fake
boards and requested them for
information about other fake
boards to “forward to ministry of
HRD for laying down procedure
and rules and regulations to set
up educational boards so that
fake boards are not able to ope-
rate and misguide the parents
and their children”.

Parliament was informed in
1993 that there were as many as
27 bogus educational institutions
in the country issuing fake
degrees. More recently, the
UGC drew up a list of 18 “self-
styled” universities which have
been advertising that they award
degrees, when they are not em-
powered to do so. All the states
were asked to make inquiries
and stop these institutions from
awarding any more fake degrees.

|

They are neither universities
established by a central or state
act, nor deemed to be univer-
sities under Section 3 of the
UGC Act, 1956, and, therefore,
not empowered to award deg-
rees under Section 22 of the Act.
The degrees, diplomas or certi-
ficates awarded by them are not
treated as valid for academic or
employment purposes. More-
over, these 18 universities black-
listed by the UGC are only a
fraction of the “degree shops”
around the country.

Even if a bogus university is

detected, all that the UGC can
do is to issue a notice warning
them and asking them not to use
words like university, vidyapith,

.viswavidyalaya, viswavidyapeeth

etc and not to confer degrees
under these names. Such notices
are issued by other agencies, too,
so as to make the masses cons-
cious. The NCTE provides de-
tailed guidelines. The Associa-
tion of Indian Universities also
offers information through its
University Hardbook and other
publications.

But who cares? It is learnt that
the self-styled vice-chancellor of
the Maithili University lords
over his university’s vast network
spread over not only across the
country but also in some neigh-
bouring countries. Like its Bihar
counterpart,
Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya in
Varanasi, too, has flourished as a
prolific ~ degree-dealer. The
registrar of a similar degree
dealer, the Indian Education
Council, Lucknow, was
reportedly charged and arrested
for awarding fake degrees.

All that this reflects is a gen-
eral erosion of basic values even
in our institutions of higher lear-
ning where academic standards
and norms have been sacrificed.
Not to speak of fake universities,
recognised ones cannot be cate-
gorised as first rate universities
as per NAAC norms. Experience
has it that certain universities

the Varanaseya.

OWLEDGE INDUSTRY
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have received sufficient funds to -
increase their size and raisc the
levels of operations in the field
of higher education. Further,
certain affiliating-cum-teaching
universities have grown, but the

_ colleges affiliated to them could

not get the attention they really
deserved.

We know both the Union and
state governments can legislate
in the field of education which is
a concurrent subject under the
Indian Constitution. True, a le-
gislation of the government of
India will prevail over any law
passed by the state legislature,
but this does not mean that Par-
liament can prevent a state legis-
lature from functioning within
its own sphere. That will be ultra
vires and the Supreme Court
may strike down any such legis-
lation as unconstitutional.

UGC Act lacks teeth

Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, the state of Chattisgarh
passed the Private Universities
Act in 2002 and began to grant
recognition to private state univ-
ersities in a way quite prejudicial
to higher education. Over one
hundred private universities
sprang up within a short time in
the state without having any
infrastructure worth the name. It
must be remembered that for
recognition of a university by the
UGC, the university must have
10 years of proven record of
excellence, a corpus fund of Rs
10 crores, the built-up area of
4,000 sq metre, books worth Rs 5
lakh and five professors.

Private universities mush-
rooming in Chattisgarh add to
the confusion. Also, the state
universities sometimes contri-
bute to the decline in academic
standards. It is learnt that Guja-
rat University conducted the
examinations of students of a
pharmacy college for some years
without the mandatory approval
of the Pharmacy Council of
India and/or AICTU. Under
such circumstances, the smooth
running of fake institutions
seems to be natural.

That the UGC Act lacks teeth
in the absence of deterrent pro-
vision is not refutable. It is com-
mon knowledge that the degree
racket flourishes only because of
the connivance of the local au-
thorities. What is needed is to
strengthen the hands of the
UGC by making the running of
such institutions a cognisable
offence. We can no longer afford
to put up with the gimmicks of
the fake degree mafia and
non-serious  promoters  of
education who are bent on
minting money by exploiting the
innocent. If the ethical and
legal issues are still ignored,
higher education in India may
end up as a knowledge industry
with all its evils.
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" SC asks states to

0

New Delhi: In an omnibus order
benefiting lakhs of students, the
supreme court on Wednesday di-
rected all states and Union territo-
ries to declare 10+2 examination
results by June 10 every year so as
to allow them enough time to com-
pete in entrance examinations for
professional courses.

Abench comprising Justice YK
Sabharwal, Justice D M Dharmad-
hikari and Justice Tarun Chatter-

jee also asked the education boards
i concerned to supply the
i marksheets to the stu-

dents by June 15. St :
. Propounding a 15 yesylis by June |
¢ point guideline to , ,
| streamline admissions 10 S0 as 10 allow
: into medical and other PP Eee :
i professional colleges, 3}1.5365&3 Enﬂﬁgh ,
{ the bench asked them  hifiie i0 compete
i to strictly adhere to i o
i the time schedule for it entiance
i admissions by com- exvams for
i pleting counselling in et
time and said there QF@?&SS&G“H;

{ was a “complete no” to

! mid-stream admis-

i sions, admissions in

i excess of the total seats or car-

i rying forward the unfilled seats

! to the next academic year.

: Propounding a 15-point guide-

¢ line to streamline admissions into

: medical and other professional

i colleges, the bench asked them to

: strictly adhere to the time sched-

i ule for admissions by completing
counselling in time and said there
was a “complete no no” to mid-
stream admissions, admissions in
excess of the total seats or carry-
ing forward the unfilled seats to
the next academic year.

Asking the states to conclude
the first round of counselling for
government medical colleges pos-

i itively by July 25 every year, the

i bench asked the concerned chief

i secretaries to inform the Direc-

: torate General of Health Services

i (DGHS) about the vacancy posi-
tion for the 15 per cent all-India
quota seats by July 26 so that it
could start its councelling.

In another significant direc-
tion, the bench accepted the sug-
gestion of Medical Council of In-

declare class Xl
result by Jurie 10

dia (MCI) to order that if any pri-
vate medical college exceeded ad-
missions to management quota
seats in one year, then such seats
for the next academic year would
be reduced by the number of ex-
cess admissions made earlier.
This order came on a petition
filed by Mridul Dhar and other
students who had protested the de-
lay in conducting counselling by
the state governments resulting in
15 per cent of all-India quota seats

courses”

lapsing to the states’ Kitty.

The court, while pronouncing
the guidelines, warned the chief
secretaries and health secretaries
that any violation of the time
schedule for admission to profes-
sional courses would attract penal
measures. It also sought an affidavit
from the DGHS by January 31 di-
recting it to resond to suggestions to
conduct counselling for the all-India

quota seats through video-confer- -

encing to save candidates from far-
flung areas to come to Delhi for this
purpose and also increasing the per-
centage of seats for all- India quota
from the existing 15 to 20 per cent.

Regarding admissions to post-
graduate medical courses, the
court, while directing adherance
to the time-table, ordered that the
merit of the canidates should not
be “tinkered with” by introducing
“board percentage” or “interview
percentage” marks.

The court, after pronouncing
the judgement, posted the matter

for further hearing to third sfee
of January. ev )
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. Mid-day meals
We must build a movemen&r \und these

f all schools were to offer nutritious mid-day meals from

tomorrow, its effects would be revoiutionary. The
elegance of such an approach to poverty reduction is that
it attacks several problems at once. It tackles the problem
of child malnutrition — 40 per cent of the country’s kids
are estimated to be malnourished — a crying shame. It
would also take us nearer to the goal of universal literacy,
as a prime reason for high dropout rates from school is
that poor children need to work for the daily meal. And if
children from all castes and communities were to attend
the same schools where a uniform, non-sectarian syllabus
is taught, that would work wonders in mitigating the
multitude of caste and community conflicts — the bane of
a civilised existence in this land.

Since we are a poor country, the government cannot
afford social security that many developed countries have
— a cheque in the mail for all socially disadvantaged. But
mid-day meals in schools should be within its powers to
organise, even in a country where successive governments
have displayed appalling indifference to the plight of
children. For all these reasons the Supreme Court recently
stepped in and ordered states and union territories to
provide free mid-day meals to all children.

Any revolution will, of course, encounter entrenche
resistance, and this one is no exception. Having children o
all castes eat together, with perhaps a lower-caste cook
preparing food for upper-caste children, is an attack on
caste prejudice. There have been instances of upper caste
rage in parts of the country, and they won a small victory

"in Midnapur West, when authorities allowed replacement
of Adivasi cooks in Hossainpur primasy-schopi with upper
caste cooks. M S’(&/ MX

Authorities need to handle alf such cage¥ firmly and st
unhesitatingly with lower castes — if upper caste guardians
threaten to pull their wards out of schools, they should be
free to do so and set up their own schools, freeing state
resources for lower caste kids. There are also, as in most
government welfare activities, problems of leakage and
maladministration. Schools may not provide meals despite
the Supreme Court directive; materials will be diverted;
the meals provided may prove inedible.

Despite all this, having midday meals on the statute
books will go some way towards generating awareness, and
authorities who withhold midday meals, will encounter
public resistance. Its benefits will be more widespread than
present panaceas, such as reservation of government jobs
for lower castes which have helped only a tiny minority. In
case government agencies cannot provide meals, there is a
case for farming out responsibility to NGOs with a good
track record — they will be happy to help, and some of
them are well funded. Instead of mouthing abstract anti-
poverty slogans both government and civil sector groups
should focus energies on concrete programmes with
tangible and specifiable targets. Mid-day meals are a good
enough candidate. /
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