Arights
violation, ;)
says Congreg

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH: The Congress on
Wednesday described the find-
ing of a mass grave in Panch-
mabhals district of Gujarat as a
“gross violation of human rights
and unfortunate.”

The party said the Centre has
asked the State Government to
send a report on it.

“This is very unfortunate and
gross violation of human rights.
There cannot be another cruder
example of killing of human
beings..what was shown was
heart wrenching,” the AICC gen-
eral secretary, Janardan Dwive-
di said at a party briefing.

Mr. Dwivedi said the Home
Ministry has sought information
from the Gujarat Government
on the issue. A CBI team has
already left for Gujarat, he
claimed.

Earlier, AICC Media Depart-
ment head and general secreta-
ry, Ambika Soni, accused the
Gujarat Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi of attempting” to run
the State by instilling “fear and
social tension” among people.

She said what happened dur-
ing Mr. Modi’s tenure had low-
ered the image of the country in
the comity of nations, and ac-
cused him of trying to create so-
cial tension through his
speeches.

Meanwhile, the Congress re-
fused to react to the develop-
ments in the Bharatiya Janata
Party as also the Sanjay Joshi
episode. “Itis their internal mat-
ter and the BJP has already tak-
en a decision [in regard to Joshi
cpisode],” he said.

Recovery of
mass graves
“inhuman”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Janata Dal (United)
president Sharad Yadav on
Wednesday termed the recovery
of mass graves in Gujarat “in-
human” and said steps should be
taken to ensure that riot-affect-
ed get justice.

Mr. Yadav, however, avoided
criticising the Bharatiya Janata
Party, and said that it had done
whatever was needed by order-
ing an investigation into the in-
cident.

“We maintain that both 1984
riots and Gujarat riots are a blot
and everything should be done
to ensure justice for the vic-
tims,” Mr. Yadav told reporters.

Asked about the BJP presi-
dent L.K. Advani praising Guj-
arat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi during the party meet in
Mumbai, Mr. Yadav said it was
an internal matter of the BJP
and he had nothing to say about
it.

Mass grave:

report from Gujarat

{f(_,u’}r\é\/)\ 9/1,}.,

DNA testing of the skeletal remains sought

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) has
sought a report from the Gujarat
Government and the Central
Bureau of India on media re-
ports on the unearthing of a
mass grave at Lunawada in
Panchmahals district.

The NHRC, which took suo
motu cognisance of the matter,
has asked the CBI Director and
the Director-General of Police,
Gujarat, to submit their com-
ments within two weeks.

The mass grave is believed to
contain the skeletal remains of
the victims of the post-Godhra
violence in 2002.

Petition seeks CBI probe

PTIreports from Ahmedabad:

A relative of a riot victim filed
a writ petition in the Gujarat
High Court on Wednesday, seek-
ing a CBI investigation into the
unearthing of a mass grave and
DNA testing of the skeletal
remains.

The petition was filed before
Justice C. K. Buch after some of
the relatives of the riot victims
on Tuesday dug up a mass grave
besides the Panam river and
claimed that the skeletal re-
mains seen there might be those
of the victims of a massacre in
the nearby Pandrawada.

The petition was filed by
Ameena Habib Rasool of Pan-
darwada, whose young son was
killed in the riots. “Citizens for
Justice and Peace” is the second
petitioner.

The - petitioners demanded
that the samples of the skeletal
remains be sent to the Red Hill
Laboratory in Hyderabad for
DNA testing.

“The petitioners have prayed
for the sealing of the entire re-
mains unearthed by relatives of
the deceased on December 27,
2005, in the presence of the rela-
tives, who must be treated as
complainants,” it said.

The petition alleged that “no
proper post-mortem of any of
the deceased was done by the
police” and the relatives found
clothes belonging to the victims
alongside the skeletal remains,
which, it said, showed that no
proper investigation was done.
“The non-removal of the clothes
of the deceased itself suggests
that the bodies were buried
without proper post-mortem.
Normally, after post-mortem,
bodies are kept in white shrouds;
but here the clothes of the vic-
tims who had been massacred
were found in tact.”

“Moreover, the original First

NHRC seeks

CBI

UNEARTHING THE TRUTH: Police personnel and other officials inspect the mass grave
site at Lunawada village in Gujarat on Wednesday. - PHOTO: AP

Information Report recorded by
the local police (on the Pandar-
wada massacre of March 1,
2002) shows death of only eight
persons, whereas at least 26 per-
sons had died...”

The petitioners said the police
was behaving in “a high-handed
... manner,” having detained the
relatives of the deceased and the
field co-ordinator of an NGO at
the local station for hours.

“The State of Gujarat, through

its administration, appears keen
on indicting the relatives look-
ing for their lost ones,” as the
police on Tuesday spoke about
the possibility of initiating legal
action against those who had
dug up the grave without per-
mission, the petition said.

The petition is expected to
come up for hearing on Thurs-
day.

Director-General of Police A.
K. Bhargava on Tuesday said the

forensic science laboratory in
Gandhinagar would conduct
DNA tests to “prevent any con-
troversy...”

The local administration had
buried 20 of the Pandarwada
riot victims, following legal pro-
cedures, including post-mor-
tem, he said.

A CBI team on Wednesday
visited the mass grave at Luna-
vada, said Collector D. H.

Brahmbhat. /




Bush U-turn: Agrees to

Wa\s on: Bowing to bipartisan
pressureafter months of resistance,
US President George W Bush agreed
on Thursday to back legislation pro-
posed by Senator John McCain to
ban the inhumane treatment of
prisoners in US custody. With Mc-
Cain, an Arizona Republican, at his
side in the Oval Office, Bush said his
goal was to “make it clear to the
world that this government does not
torture” after a string of abuse scan-
dals damaged America’s image.

The White House accepted the
amendment by McCain—who en-
dured torture as a prisoner of war
in Vietham—after initially threaten-
ing to veto it and after US Vice Pres-
ident Dick Cheney led an unsuccess-
ful bid to exempt the CIA from the
torture ban, saying it would hinder
the war on terrorism.

California Republican Duncan
Hunter, chairman of the House of
Representatives Armed Services
Committee, had threatened to block
the legislation unless he got White
House assurance in writing the

UNOFFICIAL SECRETS: Sen McCain
whispers to President Bush during a
White House meeting on the bill
amendment would allow “the same
high level of effective intelligence-

gathering capability that
presently have”.

Hunter’s spokesman said the
chairman spoke with intelligence
director John Negroponte and “re
ceived the assurances he needs” and
would move the bill forward.

we

“hack antl toture bill

The administration has been
hammered by a scandal over the sex-
ual and physical abuse of detainees
by US soldiers at Abu Ghraib prison
in Iraq, harsh interrogations at US
facilities at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
and reports the CIA has run secret
prisons abroad to hold terrorism
suspects. McCain’s proposal would
ban cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of prisoners and set stan-
dards for interrogations.

The White House had sought pro-
tections for interrogators from pros-
ecution under the law, which Mc-
Cain said would undermine his
amendment. Bush settled for lan-
guage similar to the Uniform Code
of Military Justice to allow CIA in-
terrogators to defend themselves .

“People need to understand what
the limits are. And if people don’t
meet those limits, they’re going to
be investigated and they’re going to
be held accountable,” American at-
torney-general Alberto Gonzales
told CNN. Reuters
» Bush move just a token gesture, Page 15

Spying in the USA, without court sanction

Washington: Months after the September 11 attacks,
President Bush secretly authorised the National Secu-
rity Agency (NSA) to eavesdrop on Americans and oth-
ers inside the US to search for evidence of terrorist ac-
tivity without the court-approved warrants ordinarily
required for domestic spying, say US officials.

Under a presidential order signed in 2002, the intel-
ligence agency has monitored the international tele-
phone calls and international e-mail messages of hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, of people inside the US
without warrants over the past three years in an effort
to track possible “dirty numbers’ linked to Al Qaida,
the officials said. The agency, they said, still seeks war-
‘rants to monitor entirely domestic communications.

The decision to permit some eavesdropping in the
country without court approval was a major shift in

Us Wgathering practices, particularly for

THE

AY

the NSA, whose mission is to spy on communications
abroad. Some officials have questioned whether the
surveillance has stretched, if not crossed, constitu-
tional limits on legal searches.

“This is really a sea change,” said a former senior of-
ficial who specialises in national security law. “It’s al-
most a mainstay of this country that the NSA only
does foreign searches.” A dozen current and former of-
ficials discussed the programme with The New York
Times because of concerns about the operation’s le-
gality and oversight. The White House asked NYT not
to publish this article, arguing it could jeopardise in-
vestigations and alert terrorists. After meeting with
officials, the newspaper delayed publication for a year
to conduct additional reporting. Some information
that administration officials argued could be useful to
ter?riﬁs was omitted from the full NYT report. nvr
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WHITE HOUSE B Goal was to make clear ‘this govvt does not torture’: Bush

Finally, US ban on prlson torture

SRIDHAR KRISHNASWAMI
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 16

FTER months of re-
sistance and threats,
the White House fi-
nallybowed to the de-
mand by Republicans and Democ-
rat lawmakers for a ban on cruel
and inhuman treatment of prison-
ersin American custody and to set
standards for interrogations.

With Republican Senator John
McCain at his side— the author of
the amendment which demanded
that specific language against tor-
ture and degrading treatment of
prisoners in US custody. President
George Bush stressed that his goal
was to make clear to the world
“that this government does not tor-
ture, whether it be here at home or
abroad”.

The White House finally re-
lented on the McCain amendment
that came about after a string of
embarrassing revelations on abuse

Presldent Bush reaches out to Senator John McCaln during their
meeting at White House's Oval Office In Washington. Reuters

of detainees. First in Iraq and then
in Afghanistan, with persisting
questions raised about detainee
conditions in Guantanamo Bay
naval facility.

At first the White House in-
dulged in some heavy lobbying
sending the Vice President Dick

Cheney to Capitol Hill, trying to-

get an exemption for the Central
Intelligence Agency with the con-
stant quiet message that Bush
mightveto the Defence Appropri-
ation Bill of which the Mccain
amendmentwas a part.
Lawmakers in both the Senate
and the House of Representatives
were adamant that the McCain

language was gomg tostay asitwas
first written in the Senate. The
‘White House finally accepted lan-
guage similar to the Uniform Code
of Military Justice.

“People need to understand
what the limits are. If people don’t
meet those limits, they’re going to
be investigated and they’re going to
be held accountable,” said attorney
general Alberto Gonzales.

The President’s national security
advisor said on record that the ac-
cord strikes the “right balance” be-
tween proper treatment of de-
tainees and aggressive intelligence
gathering. In fact the agreement
has provisions of the government
offering lawyers for interrogators
facing civil or criminal prosecution.

With the deal on the McCain
amendment lawmakers are now
giving finishing touches to the US
$453 billions Defence Spending
Bill which is expected to clear Capi-
tol Hill on its way to the White
Housebythisweekend.  —PT7




<"UN official
says total
breakdo
of rights
< inlraq

¢ PAULTAIT T
BAGHDAD, DECEMBER 5

IN SOME of the strongest
UN comments on Iraq to date,
the human rights chief for the
United Nations Assistance
Mission in Iraq, John Pace, has
complained of a “total break-
down” in individuals’ rights in
Iraq and has said that the US
military is abusing its UN man-
date there by detaining thou-
sands of people without due
process of law. -

The Iragi government is also
guilty of major human rights
abuses, including holding peo-
ple without charge in secret
jails “littered” across the coun-
try, John Pace, human rights
chief for the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Iraq
(UNAM]I), said.

"All (detainees) except
those held by the Ministry of
Justice are, technically
speaking, held against the
law because the Ministry of
Justice is the only authority
that is empowered by law to
detain, to hold anybody in
prison.” Pace said.

“Essentially none of these
people have any real recourse
to protection and therefore we
speak ... of a total breakdown
in the protection of the individ-
ual in this country.” —Reuters



UN antl-torture official tours China

BEIJING, Nov. 22. — The
UN’s top torture investiga-
tor today kicked off the
first-ever visit to China,
including Tibet, after Bei-
jing assured him that it will
not hinder his independent
probe and he would get
unfettered access to Chi-
nese detention facilities.
The unprecedented 12-
day visit of Mr Manfred
Nowak, the special rappor-
teur of the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights
comes at the invitation of
the Chinese foreign min-

1stry, spokesman Mr Liu
Jianchao told reporters .
Meanwhile, Mr Nowak
has praised China’s leaders
for acknowledging the
widespread abuse of pris-
oners in the nation’s jails, as
he began the mission. He
said Belijing had offered
him freer access to de-
tainees than Washington
was prepared to give him
on a recently scrapped trip
to Guantanamo Bay.
“There is a growing aware-
ness that torture is quite
widely practised in the
common criminal proceed-
ings (in China) by the po-
lice and that something

"i}: ST LT AN

needs to be done,” Mr
Nowak said in an interview
with the BBC aired today.
“I see my visit also as part
of this growing awareness.”

The UN official’s tour
includes stops in Urumgqi
and Yining — both cities
in the restive northwest
region ‘of Xinjiang — and
Lhasa, Tibet’s capital, the
Chinese spokesman said.

Western human rights
organisations have accused
Chinese security organs of
torturing political dissi-
dents as well as separatists
in Tibet and Xinjiang.

Mr Nowak would meet
with government officials

and representatives of civil
society, among others, and
visit detention facilities, the
UN said in a press release.
He will submit a compre-
hensive report on the visi
to the Commission on
Human Rights at its 62nd
session in 2006.

“We attach high impor-
tance to the visit of the UN
special rapporteur on tor-
ture and we have had con-
sultations with him on the
arrangements of the visits.
On the basis of mutual
respect, we hope the visit
could achieve the expected
goal,” the Chinese spokes-

man added
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“Thousands

pay tribute

¢~ to Rosa Parks .. *

\
Washington: Civil Rights\pio-
neer Rosa Parks became the Krst
woman to lie in honor in the US
Capitol Rotunda on Sunday, a
tribute usually reserved for presi-
dents, soldiers and politicians.
Thousands of people, in a line
snaking from the front of the
Capitol into the National Mall,
waited to pay respects following a
private tribute attended by Presi-
dent George W Bush and other
dignitaries.

Palibearers carry the casket of Rosa
Parks into the US Capitol rotunda

Park’s casket was carried by
members of the National Guard
as a college choir sang the Battle
Hymn of the Republic. Bush and
first lady Laura Bush, and Senate
and House delegations placed
wreaths of red, white and blue
carnations at the side of the cas-
ket before the Rotunda was
opened to the public.

Applause rose from the crowd
as the hearse bearing Parks’ cof-
fin arrived at the Capitol, fol-
lowed by a 1950’s-era bus draped
in black bunting. Her body was
flown to Washington after a me-
morial service in her hometown
of Montgomery, Alabama.

Parks’ refusal to give up her
seat on a Montgomery bus to a
white man helped break racial
segregation in America. Her qui-

et protest 50 years ago led to a re-
volt against the segregation of
whites and blacks.

Parks, who died on Monday at
her home in Detroit at age 92, was
remembered as a freedom fighter.

Many of the people in Wash-
ington who waited to pay tribute
to her said they had come to pay
their respects to a woman who
played an important role in US
history “She was a revolutionary
in a very dignified way and I can’t
imagine what our country
would be like had it not
been for Rosa Parks,” said
Karen Lawson.

Bush ordered flags flown
at half-staff on government
buildings on Wednesday
when Parks’ funeral is
scheduled to take place in
Detroit. Earlier, mourners
filled every seat and a hand-
ful stood along the walls at
St Paul AME Church in
Montgomery, where Parks
was a member at the time
of her arrest in 1955. Sprays of
white, pink and yellow flowers
flanked her casket.

“I think I can say that without
Mrs Parks, I would not be stand-
ing here today as secretary of
state,” said US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, who was born
in Alabama. “Not only did she set
off a revolution of freedom and a
second round of emancipation
here in the United States, but she
is also revered around the world.”

Among the mourners were civ-
il rights leaders Rev. Jesse Jack-
son and Rev Al Sharpton and Al-
abama Governor Bob Riley.

Jackson called the Supreme
Court decision triggered by
Parks’ protest the biggest victory
for civil rights since the end of
slavery. Reuters
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Civil rights icon .

Rosa Parks'dea

OSA Lee Parks, whose refusal t21g’1 \gp her bus

seat to a white man sparked the modern civil
rights movement, died at 92. Parks died on Monday
evening at her Detroit home of natural causes, with
close friends by her side, her attorney said.

Her refusal to vacate a seat for a white man was
often portrayed as a spontaneous, almost chance act of
petty defiance — the sort of thing that anyone might
do after a bad day at the office. And certainly Parks
had no inkling of the effect it would have and earn her
the title “Mother of the civil rights movement”

Returning home by bus in Montgomery, Alabama,
one winter evening in 1955, weary after a long shift’s
work as a seamstress at a local department store, she
refused a request by the driver to give up her seat to a
white passenger. “1 don’t think I should have to
move,” she told the police who came to arrest her,
with the quiet dignity that was her hallmark. “Why do
you push us around s0?”

Her punishment was to be remanded in custody and
fined $14. But the deed would mark the true start of
black America’s struggle for racial equality, and make
her name famous around the world. -

Speaking in 1992, Parks said history too often main-
tains “that my feet were hurting and I didn’t know why
I refused to stand up when they told me. But the real
reason of my not standing up was I felt that I had a
right to be treated as any other passenger. We had
endured that kind of treatment for too long”.

Her arrest triggered a 381-day boycott of the bus
system organised by a then little-known Baptist minis-
ter, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr, and the rest is his-
tory. — Rupert Cromwell/ The Independent (With AP
inputs)
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Ji ‘SHE SAT DOWN SO WE COU TAND UP’
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Mother
of civil
rights era
no more-

Detroit, Oct. 24 (Reuters):
Rosa Parks, the black seam-
stress whose refusal to give up
her bus seat to a white man
sparked a revolution in Ameri-
can race relations 50 years
ago, died yesterday.

Parks, 92, died in her sleep
at her home in Detroit, said
Parks’ lawyer, Shirley Kaigler.
She had been suffering from
dementia and rarely appeared
in public in recent years.

“We are saddened by the
passing of Rosa Parks. We re-
joice in her legacy, which will
never die. In many ways, histo-
ry is marked as before, and
after, Rosa Parks,” said civil
rights leader Jesse Jackson.
“She sat down in order that we
all might stand up, and the
walls of segregation came
down.”

Parks, known as the moth-
er of the modern civil rights
movement, was a 42-year-old
seamstress for the Mont-
gomery Fair department store
when she caught a bus in
downtown Montgomery, Al-
abama, on December 1, 1955.

She paid the 10-cent fare in
front, then reboarded the bus
inback asblack riders were re-
quired to do, taking a seat in
the first row of the section re-
served for “coloureds.”

Three stops after she got
on, a white man boarded and
had to stand. To make room for
himtosit alone, as the rulesre-
quired, driver James Blake

b told Parks and three other

black riders: “You all better
make it light on yourselves
and let me have those seats.”

The other riders complied.
Parks did not.

“No. I'm tired of being
treated like a second-class citi-
zen,” she told Blake. Blake
called police, who asked Parks

THE TELE

Rosa Parks (right) rides a Montgomery, Alabama, busin

December 1956 after the US Supreme Court outlawed
segregation on buses. The man on the left is unidentified

why she didn’t move: “I didn’t
think I should have to. I paid
my fare like everybody else.”

Parks was not the first
black Montgomery bus rider
to be arrested for failing to
give up a seat, but she was the
first to challenge the law. For
years before her arrest, Parks
and her husband had been ac-
tive with local civil rights
groups, who were looking for a
test case to fight the city’'s seg-
regation laws.

Four days later, she was
convicted of breaking the law
and fined $10, along with $4 in
court costs.

That same day, black resi-
dents began a boycott of the
bus system, led by a then-un-
known Reverend Martin
Luther King Jr.

The boycott lasted 381
days, and the legal challenges
led to a US Supreme Court de-
cision that forced Mont-
gomery to desegregate its bus
system and put an end to “Jim

GiiFH o
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Crow” laws separating blacks
and whites at public facilities
throughout the South.

Born Rosa Louise Mc-
Cauley on February 4, 1913, in
Tuskegee, Alabama, Parks
was raised by her mother,
Louisa, a school teacher. Her
father left the family when she
was young.

Her impoverished family
moved to her grandfather’s
farm, which had been part of a
plantation. By age 6, Rosa was
splitting her days between
school and picking cotton on
the farm.

She and other children
who walked to school were
sometimes taunted by white
students who threw trash at
them out the window of their
bus.

When Parks later attended
school in Montgomery, she
said she grew weary of being
told where she could not
drink, could not sit, or could
not go to the bathroom.



Strasbourg has ruled that the provision in Bri-
tain’s Representation of the People Act 1983, by
which felons serving a sentence are denied the
right to vote is a violation of the 1950 European Convention
on Human Rights. The verdict underscores a basic princi-
ple of criminal jurisprudence: a prison term curtails liberty
but in a way that is consistent with the idea of jails as
correctional homes and punishment as reformative. Dis-
enfranchisement of the lawfully incarcerated undermines
their identity and puts them beyond the pale of democratic
citizenship. From the standpoint of contemporary rule of
law, it also amounts to double punishment. The case that
brought on the European Court’s ruling relates to the right
of a British convict (guilty of manslaughter of his landlady)
to exercise his franchise during his term in prison. A court
ruling of 2001, which denied him the right to vote, was
overturned in 2004 by a chamber of the Strasbourg court.
It observed that “the right to vote was a right and not a
privilege,” and awarded a compensation of 8,000 pounds
for costs and damages. This month, a grand chamber of 17
judges that heard an appeal from the British Government
declared by a 12 to 5 majority that the denial of the fran-
chise to prisoners was a violation of the right to free
election under Protocol I of the European Convention.
Rejecting the contention that those who commit crimes
warranting a custodial sentence should forfeit their right to
have a say in how society should be run, the Court observed
that it saw no link between the prevention of crime and the
exercise of a democratic right. It emphasised that while the
right to vote was not absolute, imposition of restrictions on
the right must be in pursuit of a legitimate aim, and that the
presumption must be in favour of including, not excluding,
people from the democratic process.

Europe, it is clear, is ahead of other regions in the world
in its thinking and practice where democratic and human
rights are involved. In practical terms, this progressive
verdict by the European Court, if followed up, should
secure the right to vote of about 48,000 prisoners in Britain
alone. It will extend truly universal adult franchise, cur-
rently available without any restriction in 18 countries, to
all the 46 member-states of the Council of Europe (an
organisation independent of the European Union). Bri-
tain’s Lord Chancellor has hinted that, despite the ruling,
any drastic change in the status of prison inmates is un-
likely in his country. However, the pressure to extend the
frontiers of democratic and human rights is bound to
increase, not only in several new democracies in the less-
developed world, but even in the United States where
millions of citizens from among minority communities
remain disenfranchised.



NHRC submits re
on quake relief
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measures
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“Central and State Governments have provided immediate relief"”

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELH: A three-member
NHRC (National Human Rights
Commission) team which visit-
ed areas affected by the earth-
quake in Kashmir has found that
the Central and State Govern-
ments as also the security forces
and civil society did rise to the
occasion and provided some ‘im-
mediate relief to affected
persons.

The team, comprising G.S. Ra-
jagopal, Director-General (In-
vestigation), Ajit Bharihoke,
Registrar (Law) and AK. Pa-
rashar, Deputy Registrar (Law),
submitted a report to the Com-
mission after visiting Tangdhar
and Uri for spot assessment of
relief  and rehabilitation
measures.

“Children may fall ill”

According to the report, un-
less shelters are provided imme-
diately people with weak
constitution and children ex-
posed to cold may fall ill.

oHouseswith
pre-fabricated material

suggested

o Prepare list of orphans;
rehabilitate widows and
young girls

The report recommended
that the State Government set
up centralised collection and
distribution centres where relief
material could be received from
non-governmental  organisa-
tions and private agencies.

Steps urged

It said the Centre should take
steps to ensure that building ma-
terial required for repairing
damaged property is made avail-
able at the earliest.

THE HINCU

Where tents cannot be made
available, the Central and State
Governments should ensure
that temporary shelters with es-
sential amenities are provided.
The report wanted the Centre to
consider the feasibility of con-
structing houses with pre-fabri-
cated building material.

Children orphaned

The team found that the
quake had rendered some chil-
dren orphans, but said the possi-
bility of parents of such children
being alive cannot be ruled out
as some injured persons were
shifted for treatment.

It recommended that the
State Government prepare a
computerised list of such chil-
dren, ensure that widows and
young girls are not exploited,
and help rehabilitate them.

The State Government, it said,
should prepare a computerised
list of dead and missing persons
to help their next of kin claim
proper relief.
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Rights activists .

resent trial «r«M'

by television+*

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Sept. 15. — Call it trial by televi-
sion. Well, sort of. And human rights activists
smell trouble galore in it. Overcrowded court-
rooms with prisoners herded into dingy, suffo- |
cating enclosures in sweltering heat or jam-
packed, smelly court lock-ups with choking in-
mates may soon pass into history in many states,
inclusive of West Bengal, with the introduction
of virtual courts reliant upon video conferences.

According to jail department officials, prison-
ers may no longer have be presented before
judges or magistrates unless they request it. Vid-
eo cameras will be installed in jails and courts so
magistrates and judges can see and hear them.
Lawyers, though, will have to show up. Facili-
ties for this will be arranged for in Alipore and
Presidency jails to begin with, the expenses hav-
ing been pegged at Rs 45 lakh.

Dum Dum and the other central jails will in
due course be included in the network, to be tak-
en care of by Webel. A presidential assent and
Calcutta High Court’s green light have got the
jail department going. Section 167 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code has been amended at Cen-
tral as well as state levels. Thousands of prison-
ers have long been languishing in jails awaiting
justice. Some have already spent more years in
confinement than they would have if they were
convicted.

Undertrial prisoners comprise the largest seg-
ment of the prison population in many states,
including West Bengal. They number 14,500 ac-
cording to the state’s latest statistics, which say
that prisoners total 118,958, Most (1,844) are in
Presidency Jail, with the Dum Dum, Alipore and
Beharampur central jails housing 1,584, 1,487
and 1,080 prisoners on trial.

Officials admit that many of them, in chains in
police vans or cooped up in court lock-ups ow-
ing to infrastructural problems, are only ficti-
tiously produced in courts. They say the new
system will expedite the judicial process, be-
sides making for safety.

“Taking someone like Aftab Ansari to court
calls for strict security and court lock-ups are of-
ten too small to pack in as many prisoners as
these are required to accommodate. The new
system will also forestall escapes from courts
and prison vans,” the officials said. But human
rights activists are not enamoured of the idea.

“It will undermine a prisoner’s right to judicial
protection from torture in police or jail custody.
The ordinary ones among them will never voice
a complaint for fear of reprisals,” said the Asso-
ciation of the People’s Democratic Rights secre-
tary, Mr Sujato Bhadra.

“Prisoners will pay the price for the govemn-
ment’s failure to provide the right infrastructure
in courts. The governments are curtailing the
people’s fundamental rights spouting anti-terro-
rist rhetoric,” he added. Given the track reco
of Indian police, he might have a point there
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Hasan Suroor \

LONDON: Britain has been warned
that its move to deport foreign .
nationals suspected of preaching
hatred could be in breach of its
human rights obligations.

United Nations human rights
officials joined independent civil
liberties groups to condemn the
powers acquired by Home Sec-
retary Charles Clarke to expel

ny immigrant whose presence

e regards as “not conducive to | '
/ public good.”
{ A senior UN. official said |
' there were “certain standards”
of civil liberties that must be ob-
served while taking counter-ter-
rorism measures.

“The U.N. is strongly con-
cerned about terrorism and
counter-terrorism. But there are
certain standards that have to be
observed in the context of coun-
ter-terrorism. We in the western
democratic countries, in the
fight against terrorism, should
not step over these limits by vio-
lating international law,” said
Manfred Novak, the UN.’s spe-
cial rapporteur on torture.

Strong oppostion

The move was also attacked
by the U.N. High Commissioner
for Refugees who took strong ex-
ception to the prospect of asy-
lum-seekers, suspected  of
preaching hate, being sent back
to their countries of origin
where they could face persecu-
tion.

“That would be in abrogation
of the UN.’s obligations under
the 1951 Convention,” a spokes-
man for UNHCR said.

Amnesty International said
the grounds on which foreign
nationals could be expelled were
too sweeping and were likely to
“undermine” human rights.

The criticism came a day after
Mr. Clarke unveiled a list of “un-
acceptable behaviour” which
could become the basis for ex-
pelling people.

A list of such people has al-
ready been prepared and is said
to include imams, owners of rad-
ical bookshops and websites.
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MUKHTARAHMAD

Srinagar, July 26: The Val-
ley’s corps commander today
visited the families of three
boys killed in an ambush after
they were mistaken for mili-
tants and said he was “pained
by the incident”.

“It is an unfortunate inci-
dent. We will refine our opera-
tions to prevent innocent civil-
ian killings. The three village
boys were moving without a
lantern around midnight wh-
en the incident occurred,” Lt.
Gen. S.S. Dhillon, the general
officer commanding of the
army’s 15 Corps, said here aft-
er visiting the tragedy-strick-
en homes.

Wasim Sultan Wani, 12, Bi-
lalKhaliq Shah, 11, and Shabir
Ahmad Shah, 16, were killed
by jawans of the Rashtriya Ri-
fles when they allegedly walk-
ed into an ambush laid for mil-
itants at Bangargund village,
about 120 km from here, on
Saturday.

“I visited the bereaved fam-
ilies and offered a cash com-
pensation of Rs 3 lakh each to
the families of the three you-
ths and Rs 2 1akh to the family
of the injured student,” Dhi-
llon said.

Manzoor Ahmad Shah, the
younger brother of Moham-
mad Jamal Shah who was to
get married the following day,
had to be hospitalised with
bullet wounds. )

The boys’ movement at nig-
ht had been “mistaken by the
troops of the Rashtriya Rifles
as the area was infested with
militants who move about dur-
ing the night”, said the com-
mander. “A night curfew is in

4
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Hurriyat activists protest in Srinagar on Tuesday against the killing of the boys. (Reuters)

force in the entire area (Kup-
wara district) for the past sev-
eral years.”

But the villagers said the
army had been alerted and pe-
rmission sought for night mo-
vement during the wedding.

“I cannot justify the action
of my men. It was an error of
judgement and accountability
will be upheld,” Dhillon said.
“We have ordered a court of
inquiry into the incident and
action will be taken against
those found guilty.”

The state government had
earlier ordered a magisterial

S,

it ow oy,
£

inquiry into the incidentand a
police probe is on.

Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, who chaired a unified
headquarters meeting here,
highlighted the need to put for-
th a “human face” while deal-
ing with militancy. He asked
the security agencies to “exer-
cise utmost care... to avoid
civilian casualties”.

The action, Mufti asserted
at the meeting, “should be dir-
ected against those who indul-
ge in subversive activities”.

Dhillon said: “The army is

on standing instructions to
be hard on militants and soft
on innocent civilians.”

According to a PTI report,
the boys’ families refused to
accept the money. Dhillon said
forest minister Ghulam Mohi-
uddin Sofi, who accompanied
him, told him they “had desir-
ed the compensation to be dep-
osited in their bank accounts”.

Hardline leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani today challeng-
ed Mufti to prove his pro-peo-
ple credentials by stepping do-
wn from the post and joining
the separatist camp.




Brazilian’s family threatens

to sue London polic

e e vao’

KO- |

1=

w

No change in shoot to kill policy in fight against terrorism, says police chief %I 7

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: The family of the Brazi-
lian national, shot dead by anti-
terror officers at a south London
tube station last Friday on suspi-
cion of carrying explosives, has
threatened to sue the police for
killing an innocent man.

Alex Alves Pereira, 2 London-
based cousin of the victim, said
on Monday police would have to
“pay” for taking the life of 27-
year-old Jean Charles de Me-
nezes whose murder by three
undercover officers has prompt-
ed calls for a review of police
tactics in fighting terrorism.

Mr. Pereira said the family
was considering legal action.

“They have to pay for that in
many ways, because if they do
not, they are going to kill many
people, they are going to kill
thousands of people. They just
kill the first person they see,
that’s what they did...They
killed my cousin, they could kill
anyone,” he said.

Experts said a compensation
could run into hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds.

In a previous case, a man was
awarded £120,000 after he was
shot and beaten when police
mistook him for a dangerous

armed robber, The Times
recalled.
Intense pressure

It was reported that the rea-
son why Menezes might have
taken fright when “challenged”
by the police was because he had
been living on an expired visa.
“Jean Charles de Menezes...may
have run from police because of
his visa situation,” BBC said qu-
oting unnamed officials.

But his relatives denied this
and insisted that he had a “valid”
visa.

British police have made clear
that they intend to persist with
shoot-to-kill orders to tackle
terrorism despite last week’s
tragedy.

The Metropolitan Police chief
Ian Blair, who is under intense
pressure to review the policy,

76
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HEART-FELT SYMPATHIES: A police officer stands outside Stockwell Underground
station, as flowers and messages of condolence for Jean Charles de Menezes are
seen outside, in south London, on Monday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

has ruled out a change and
warned that more innocent per-
sons could get killed in the fight
against terror.

In a TV interview, Sir Ian said
the policy was “right” and
sought to defend his officers say-
ing while every care was taken,

Jyp et

mistakes could occur in what he
described as these “fantastically
difficult times”.

Asked whether there could be
a repeat of last week’s tragedy,
Sir Ian said: “Well somebody
else could be shot. Everything is
done to make it right, but you

know this is a terrifying set of
circumstances for individuals to
make decisions in.

“I mean the important thing is
there’s nothing gratuitous in
what’s going on, there’s nothing,

you know, cavalier here. There’s
conspiracy to shoot p€ople.”
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NEW DELHI: Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of media reports, the
National Human Rights Commi-
sison has asked the Defence
Ministry to send a report within
two weeks on the death of three
boys, allegedly shot dead by se-
curity forces in Kupwara district
of Jammu and Kashmir on Sat-
urday night. Another boy was se-
riously injured in the shootout at
Bagargund village.

The security forces said it was
a case of mistaken identity. As
the district was “terrorist-in-
fected,” they suspected the mi-
nor boys as being terrorists, said
an Army spokesman.

The Commission on Monday
said counter-terrorism mea-
sures should not undermine
democratic values, violate hu-
man rights, subvert the rule of
law or kill civil liberties. /
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“Innocent victim was Brazilian

Calls for public inquiry, review of shoot-to-kill tactics

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: The innocent man, shot
dead by police at an Under-
ground station in south London
on Friday on suspicion of carry-
ing explosives, has been identi-
fied as a 27-year-old unmarried
electrician from Brazil, Jean
Charles de Menezes who had
been living and working here for
up to four years. .

He was on his way to work
when three undercover armed
policemen started following him
from the moment he left his
home in Tulse Hill, south Lon-
don, which had been under sur-
veillance  after = Thursday’s
attempted bombings. At Stock-
well tube station, they said they
“challenged” him but when he
did not respond they chased and
killed him before he could get on
to a waiting train — pumping at
least five bullets him.

Police would have known im-
mediately that they had killed an
innocent man but it took them
more than 24 hours to publicly

3 teenagers killed by security forces

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: It was like doomsday
in Bangargud village on the bor-
der district of Kupwara when a
marriage ceremony turned into
mourning.

Security forces shot dead
three teenagers who took part in
the ceremony for the whole day
on Saturday, mistaking them for
militants. The killing evoked vi-
olent protests from thousands of
people in the area who also at-
tacked a police station.

The State Government has or-
dered an inquiry into the inci-
dent and asked the forces to
observe restraint.

According to the villagers, Bi-
lal Ahmed Sheikh, Wasim
Ahmed Wani, Manzoor Man-
zoor Ahmed Shah and Shabir

A

An undated family picture
of Brazilian electrician
Jean Charles de Menezes. -

PHOTO: REUTERS

acknowledge it — and more to
give out his name and national-
ity.

Brazil to seek explanation

The Brazilian Foreign Minis-
try said it was “shocked and per-
plexed” and wanted the British

Ahmed, all in the age group of 11
to 15 years, after attending a
marriage ceremony left for their
homes late in the night. Before
they could reach their homes
they faced volley of bullets from
the troops of 6 Rashtriya Rifles
posted in the area. “They had
laid an ambush for militants and
asked the boys to stop. But even
before they could reply the secu-
rity men opened fire and killed
two boys instantly,” said a
villager.

Two boys were shifted to a
nearby hospital but one suc-
cumbed to his injuries and the
fourth, Shabir Ahmed, is still in
the hospital.

The villagers insisted that
since both the bride and the
groom belonged to the same vil-
lage they had informed the local

Ky |

Government to explain the cir-
cumstances that “led to this
tragedy.”

In astatement it said Brazilian
Foreign Minister Celso Amorim
expected here on avisit foracon- .
ference, would seek “clarifica-
tions” from British Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw.

Sir Ian Blair, chief of Metro-
politan Police, after insisting
that the victim was “directlylink-
ed” to Thursday’s incident, has
apologised to the victim’s family
who expressed their anger and
disbelief saying that there was
“noreason to think that he was a
terrorist.”

Widespread criticism

There has been widespread
condemnation of the police ac-
tion and Sir Ianis under pressure
to review tactics which human
rights groups said amounted to a
“shoot-to-kill” " policy. There
were also calls for a public inqui-
ry into the murder amid fears
that such incidents could under-
mine police efforts to seek public
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officials about late night move-
ment of the people. “We even
went to them with sweets,” said
Abdul Ahad, a resident, adding
“we never expected such a treat-
ment from them.”

People in large numbers came
out and strongly protested
against the killings on Sunday.

Villegers from nearby Treh-
gam and Vilagam also joined the
mourners who were demanding
action against the security men.
They placed the bodies at one
place and refused to give them
burial till 6 p.m. as they were not
satisfied with the assurances giv-
en by the administration.

The violent protesters at-
tacked the police station in Vil-
gam and ransacked it. They also
damaged a sand bag bunker of
the troops of 6 RR in the village.

o R

cooperation in fighting terror.

Alex Alves Pereira, a cousin of
Menezes who lives in London
and identified his body, said he
could not believe that “they shot
him because he was not a terror-
ist.”

“He was an honest man ...l am
sure he didn’tdo anything wrong.
It was not right for the police to
doit,” he said. He denied that the
reason why Menezes did not stop
when “challenged” by the police
was because he had something to
hide. “He was obviously scared
and that’s why he ran. It’s normal
forsomeone torunwhentheyare
being chased,” Mr. Pereira said.

Family members of the victim,
who came from a small town,
north of the Brazilian capital Rio
de Janiero, scotched speculation
that he was an illegal immigrant
and that is why he might have
panicked when stopped by the
police.

“He spoke English very well
and was legal. He had permission
to study and work in Britai
one family member sa

Police used force and dispersed |
the angry mob. I

Reports said that on the assur-
ances from top brass of the ad-
ministration the villagers finally
agreed to bury the dead but only
late in the evening. Army au-
thorities have termed the inci-
dent unfortunate. Defence
spokesman Lt. Col. V.K. Batra
said: “It is regretful and painful.”

However, he said that the area
is militancy-prone and the Army
lost a jawan in an ambush in
June. “These boys were first
challenged but they ignored so
the troops fired,” he told The
Hindu adding that even their el-
ders had advised them ngt to
move out so late as it was around
2 am. but “I believe they had
gone outside this particular vil-
lage as well.”




‘UK war crime
charges tip of
Iraq iceberg’

}.
Lawyer’s remarks came ; day after
govt announced that 3 soldiers have
been charged with war crimes for the
alleged abuse of Iragidetainees
g @qm

(&leAUL MAJENDIE
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WAR crime charges against
British soldiers in Iraq are
onlythe tip of the iceberg, the
lawyer for the alleged victims
said on Wednesday.

His remarks came a day af-
ter the government an-
nounced that three British sol-
diers have been charged with
war crimes for the alleged
abuse of Iraqi detainees in
what has been called the first
case of its kind in Britain.

The Attorney General,
Lord Goldsmith, said eight
.other British soldiers, includ-
.ing a former colonel, will also
face military tribunals in con-
nectionwith the alleged abuse.

None of those charged will
go before the International
Criminal Court.

Lawyer Phil Shiner, acting
for nine alleged victims in the
case, said their families “wel-
come the first steps towards
justice. However this is only
astart”.

Shiner alleged that many
British servicemen were in-
volved in the cases and said
the nine Iraqi men were tor-
tured over a period of days by
several shifts of soldiers.

“There is evidence that
more officers were complicit
and should be charged with
war crimes,” he added.

Britain’s army chief apolo-
gised to the Iragi people in
" February after three British
soldiers were jailed for abus-
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ing Iraqi detainees in a case
that drew comparisons with
the mistreatment of Iraqis by
US troops at the Abu Ghraib
prison.

In the latest case of alleged
abuse, one of the soldiers,
Corporal Donald Payne (34)
was charged with the inhu-
mane treatment of Iraqi de-
tainee Baha Musa, who died
in custody in Basra in Septem-
ber 2003.

Payne, of the Queen’s Lan-
cashire Regiment, was also

A-G says eight
other British
soldiers, including
a former colonel,
will also face
military tribunals

charged with killing Musa un-
lawfully and perverting the
course of justice.

Two others—Lance Corpo-
ral Wayne Crowcroft (21) and
Private Darren Fallon (22),
both of the 1st Battalion of the
Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment—were jointly charged
with the war crime of abusing
Iraqi civilians.

The British military has in-
sisted that the vast majority of
its soldiers uphold the highest
standards and only a few are
guilty of any crimes.

None of the defendants
have publicly commented on
the allegations, the Ministry of
Defence said. /
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~ US victimised
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< Muslims, say

A man wearing an orange prison jumpsuit and a black bag ov

his head is watched by US Park Police on Sunday in front of the
White House during a demonstration to bring attention to the
eighth annual United Nations International Day in Support of
Torture Victims and Survivors

By Masood Haider

New York: Human Rights
Watch (HRW)and American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
in ajoint report accused the US
justice department of operat-
ing behind a wall of secrecy
and thrusting scores of Muslim
men living in the US into a
Kafkaesque world of indefinite
detention without charge and
baseless accusations of terror-
ist links. “These men were vic-
tims of a justice, department
that was willing to do an end
run around the law,” said Jamie
Fellner, director of HRW in the
US. “Criminal suspects are
treated better than these mate-
rial witnesses were.”

The report said following the
9/11 attacks, the justice depart-
ment held 70 men—all but one
Muslim—under a narrow fed-
eral law that permits the arrest
and brief detention of “materi-
al witnesses” who have impor-
tant information about a crime,
if they might otherwise flee to
avoid testifying before a grand
jury or in court.

Although federal officials

suspected the men of involve-
ment in terrorism, they held
them as material witnesses, not
criminal suspects. Almost half
of the witnesses were never
brought before a grand jury or
court to testify The US has
apologised to 13 for wrongfully
detaining them. Only a handful
were ever charged with crimes
related to terrorism.

“These men were victims of
a justice department that was
willing to do an end run around
the law,” said Fellner. “Crimi-
nal suspects are treated better
than these material witnesses
were.” The report documents
how the justice department de-
nied the witnesses fundamen-
tal due process safeguards.

Many were not informed of
the reason for arrest, allowed
immediate access to a lawyer,
nor permitted to see the “evi-
dence” against them. The jus-
tice department evaded funda-
mental protections for the sus-
pects and legal requirements
for arrested witnesses. Court
proceedings were conducted be-
hind closed doors, and all docu-
ments were sealed. pawn
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“Govt blood

SUKUMAR Debnath M(i(\ /\A\S&

Kolkata, June 24

RIMI SARDAR of Shanti Nagar,
Baruipur, was born a thalassaemic.
Now the three-year-old is also HIV pos-
itive — another victim of the apathy
that marks our government hospitals
and government blood banks.

The kid, then only a year old, was ad-
mitted to NRS Medical Collegg and
Hospital on May 8, 2003. Two days later,
doctors said she had thalassaemia and
leukaemia and must receive periodic
blood transfusion.

No problem with that, her parents
thought, and nothing seemed wrong for
a long time until Rimi’s condition took
a sudden turn for the worse in April
this year, prompting tests that revealed
adrastic fall in her haemoglobin count.

In May, Rimi underwent three blood
transfusions — once on the 6th, next on
the 13th and then again on the 26th.
Each time, the, blood was procured
from the Central Blood Bank at Manik-
tala. But the transfusions could not ar-
rest the slide in Rimi’s health.

The doctor treating her got suspi-
cious. She advised blood tests. On May
26, the tests carried out by the hospi-
tal’s pathology department indicated
that Rimi was HIV positive. To be dou-
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Rimi with her mother

bly sure, her blood samples were col-
lected on June 20 and sent for a fresh
round of tests at the School of Tropical
Medicine. The results proved the doc-
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tor’s worst fears. Rimi was doomed.

NRS super Basanta Kumar Khan has
disclaimed all responsibility. “The Cen-
tral Blood Bank is supposed to screen
all the blood it stocks. So there’s no
need on our part to test the blood. More
so because the test to detect HIV is an
expensive one. It costs Rs 400 to screen
each sample,” Khan said.

“Also there is no system to detect la-
tent HIV, which is non-microscopic.
Only when it enters the human body
and antibodies are formed can tests re-
veal the presence of the virus,” he
added. He admitted that Rimi’s case
was tragic but said no one could do
anything now about it.

Rimi’s father Sanka, an ambulance
driver, said: “There’s nothing to do ex-
cept wait for my daughter’s death. It
came at first as a shock. Later, we
heard rumours that some more girls,
all thalassaemics, who had to receive
regular blood transfusions, had been
infected by the HIV virus. In each of
these cases, the blood had been taken
from the Central Blood Bank.”

Rimi’s mother, Kanak, is distraught.
“How can a government blood bank
stock infected blood? This is a criminal
offence,” she said.

No one from the blood bank could be
contacted for comment.
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@[{C notice to Assam
on 5 undertrial prisoners

In psychiatric hospital for 30 to 54 years +'->* ZIAY

Legal Correspondent 4 & /C)

NEW DELHI: Shocked at the plight
of five undertrial prisoners lan-
guishing in a psychiatric hospital
for 30 to 54 years in Assam, the
National Human Rights Com-
mission has issued notice to the
Chief Secretary and Inspector-
General (Prisons) asking them
to submit reports in two weeks
as to how such a thing could hap-
pen. The five cases are that of
Machang Lalung who has been
an undertrial for 54 years, Khali-
lur Rehman who has been lodged
in the Mental Hospital for 35
years, Anil Kumar Burman an
undertrial for 33 years, Sonama-
ni Deb an undertrial for 32 years
and a woman Parbati Mallik who

Monsoon prospects brighten

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prospects for the monsoon to resume its northward
movement have brightened as the positive signals that
emerged on Sunday continued to strengthen, although slowly.
The expectation is that the northern limit, which had re-
mained stationary since Thursday after reaching Goa, could
begin to advance in about three days. Speaking to The Hindu,
senior scientists at the Meteorological Department said there
was more indication on Monday that the trough prevailing in
| the middle and upper parts of the atmosphere on the India-
Pakistan border, blocking the advancement was weakening.

14 1IN nne

has been an undertrial for 32
years. Its Special Rapporteur
Chaman Lal who visited the LGB
Regional Institute of Mental
Health on March 31 and April 1
reported the plight of these pris-
oners to the NHRC.

Machang Lalung was admit-
ted in April 1951 when he was 23
years as an undertrial prisoner
of the Guwahati jail. He is now
77 and works in the hospital gar-
den without communicating
with anybody. Khalilur Rehman
was admitted in December 1969
as a prisoner from the Nagaon
District Jail. He has been in judi-
cial custody since 1963. His file
shows that his conviction under
Section 302 of the IPC was set
aside by the High Court on April

’». % SR I
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30, 1968 before his admission
to a mental hospital and has
wrongly been treated as a pris-
oner all these years.

Rehman is now 70 years and
he has been in the hospital for
35 years even after gaining fit-
ness for discharge.

Anil Kumar Burman was ad-
mitted in December 1972 at the
age of 16 from Dhubri Jail.

The sole female undertrial in
the Institute, Parbati Mallik of
P.S. Silchar, Cachar district was
admitted in May 1977 when she
was 21 years old.

She has been an undertrial
prisoner for 32 years, found
sometime fit and sometime un-
fit for defending herself.



Amnesty condemns USA

gﬁ% New lexicon of abuse and torture )5V S

Aﬁamm’ng report by the world’s leading independdnt
uman rights body Amnesty International has
condemned the United States for violation of rights in its
detention centres operated around the world. It has accused
the US of creating a new lexicon for abuse and torture, and |
in particular attacked the prison camp in Guantanamo Bay '
for ‘becoming the gulag of our time’. This comparison must
be smarting the US the most. Amnesty needs to be
complemented for its forthright attack on the superpower
with other international organisations in ity pocket.
Pinpointing abuses with exwmptes, Amnesty has properly
questioned the very exastence of Guuantinamo Bay where
540 prisoners from 40 countries are currently being held
without charges. Some have been languishing for more than
three years with allegations of untold abuse and torture by
the lucky ones who were released. Independent human
rights bodies are not alfowed uceess 1o Guantanamo
dettinees, How can thie US continue cluiming to be u leader
in human righot 1 there wre no abises why ure they so
rightened o see mdepandent bodles ot Vacy are thie first
to tell the rest ol the world how to behave, but obviously do
not believe in practicing what they preach. Foywenm. .
The Report comes in the midst of the ongoing controversy
over allegations of desecration of the Quran at detention
camps. The US government forced Newsweek magazine to
retract its story after violent protests in the Muslim world,
but declassified FBI records have now left the government
exposed. The allegations confirmed, are far more damning
than any magazine story and even more difficult to explain.
President Bush has always taken the moral high ground in
justifying his government’s policies in Afghanistan and Iraqg.
He would be a fool to try doing it again. The behaviour of
the US army in detention camps in Afghanistan, Abu Gha-
rib and Guantanamo leave a lot to be desired. The lead for
their actions is clearly from the Pentagon and the White
House. It is not possible to get away with human rights vio-
lations using the war on terror as an excuse. The world has
a right to probe, ask questions and get answers, If the US is
worried about its image. it is no one’s fault but its own.

Vs

30 MpY 2005 THE STATESMAN



JUSWOIEIS B Ul ples
swepy JN 10119} U0 Jem
ay1 ur uoniewuojur Juiured
Jo sadoy o) ur aka pullq
e pouiny 10 AANOR SIy)
pa1020p 10y} 5 31 pralsul
g ‘siyl Suruwopuod
29 pInoys VSN *Yl,

\ ‘swepy pelg
I ‘1010211 BISY S, 4018\
S1yS1y urwiny pres ,‘suols
-$9JU0d 1OR1Xd 03 suosud
191098 Ul WAY} $3INiI0}
puB Jy3iu oyl Jo Sjppru
ay) Ul sowoy 2y} wodf
oidoad sjonpqe ueispyed
ey snoofenno s J,

udy 7z
U0 Paaly pue ‘pQ(g Isnsny
€T UO 2wy yorIey| 1dy)
uo piel e Suunp paurelop
aram (G7) [eZly ueysey|
pue (£7) [ezJV. ulez pies
Aep1a1sak Sopyojem sjysu
POsSeQ-YIOA MIN 9yl
‘IyoRIBY Ul 10211 B UO
‘paprojpullq ‘pauopueqe
11ep 21am Koyl wepd
Aol SHHpnoO  jueniw
o1 syuy] Suiaey jo uordsns
uo syuode g4 pue 20uad|
-[o1ur eIsnyed Aq pajedon
121Ul A[ysIey pue syjuow
[2I9A9S 10j PIoY  2I9m
. Koyy Kes uowi oml ayj,
I USSP ueIsned Jo
suoznIo S} 2q 0) Sulunep
SISUjOLq  OM)  2INnllo)
pue urejop AJ[edo[yi 01 s[e
-1JJ0 20uagiorul 1URISKIE]
pue [gq4 Summoye A[pagaye
J0} VS Y3 POsONILD sey
UoIBAA SIYSTY uewinH aYj,
— sz AeN ‘AVAVINVTISI

A
‘194 sdea
ADoq SIYSIY

Jsostwoud siy8u uewny
1191} UO IDAI9P O} SsjuswW
-uroa0d ysnd pue 321008
(A jo 1omod 2y ssau
-Iey 0] si juawasoul syydu
uewny 3yl 10y aduajeyd
O], ‘ples ueyy] SN

, ‘urese 9ouo
A1junod oY) udyeys pey
ANpieIsus pue SSaUSSI[Me]
Jo |euds pIemumop B ‘ue)
-SIURYSJY Ul PUE ‘UDIP[IYD
pue, UAWOM JO SPUBSNOY)
Jo ®uoy jo oder onewd)
-ss o) 0} osuodsar oAn
-09J5Jo ou Sem 219Y] ‘0Fuo)
Jo prgnday onemowd(
oy w pies Aisouwry

"IB2A 1SB[ PHSLY
pUEIlIag-URdf JUIPISII]
ISWII0)  POISNO  SIOIP[OS
IoW'I0j pue $|9qal paule
e 1omod jo suomsod
ute@al 01 pomoje d1om
S101R[OIA SISl uBwWINY
aroym ‘iytey o1 poruod
osje jodor s A1souwny

Ul wiyd 3 upip uotury
uBdLI)Y Yl pue ‘o1 00}

Pa1oe Os[e N[} 241 181 Ing
‘aidoad umo su uo yoeq
S} pOouIn)  JUSWUIIAOF
asauepng oyl pey Auo
10U Jey) Surhes ‘1edk sl
Jo suopejola sy uvw
-ny 1$10M JY} JO SUO S UBp
-NS JNO pay3uIs uBYy SN
‘WIs1I01191 jsutede 13y
o} Ul SWIPIA Auewl J03i0}
sjuowiu1aA03 ‘pres dnoid
oyl ‘qms -besp ur soandes
JO s3uIpeaysq pasiaAdlel )
Juipnpur ‘suoljoe ISLI0LId)
JO USel B (1M QWIBD SIUAD
-1jop sy uewny o1} pay
-JIWpe A1SQUUTY "SINSSI UOT)
-u9lop ur sosyeads oym
[ego AIsauwry ue ‘19214
Qo IN pres ‘pondde
urdg me[ Jo oI jo pury
owlos 5219yl jeyl punoie
Suio8 pAw e soI1yJ,
* $30adsns 101191, JO [eiN) 10
a81eyd INOUYIM UOHUIIDP
anuapul 2yl uo pojni
sa8pnl 110D ySiy s.ureilg
jey) SuiFeInodoud sem i
pIes Os[e 1] "'uonu3p 1Y)

i,

I Y A S R ,w

At

asnqe Joj VS S

Jo siseq oyl 2S3udeyd 0)
s1auosud pamoife 18y} sunf
ul uoIspsp s, HNo0D sward
-ng S 2y} sem adoy jo uSis
JQUO prIes AJsouwyy ‘oweue)
-ueny) Je 213U33 UONUNIP
SN 2y Suisnuo M

ain}i0} pue asnge
10} UODIX3| MdU
B pajeald peajsul
sey pue uoljoajoid
sjybu uewny
10} Jeq ay} 19s
o} Ayjiqisuodsal
sy Bupiiiys jo ysn
ay} pasnooe uodal
fsauwy ayy

‘Teadde 1opun st ey} uois
-199p $,3N02 §() © £q pay[eIs
orom ‘safreyd Juoey SI9
-uosud GJ A11 pjnod yorym
‘SUOISSIUIWOD JYJ, "SuoIs
-SIWOY  AJBjIjiu 9y} 10j
s3uueay peinaud oy yorem

d4y — Aepseupap Uo Uopuo Ui Lodas [enuue sApoq siubu ey sesesial
Uy aus| Sy Are1a10ss [eraush jeuoieussiu) Aissuwy (4o

"

eqny) ‘feg oweuejuens) Je duwed uosud g ey,
- %4) ¥ N, =

01 pamo[je sem 1 ygnoyie
‘dures uosud a1y 01 $s9008
Pasnyal uadq sey Ajsouwry
"S9dulRlp  OWERUBIUENL)
Ayl 01 53908 2aey 0} dnoud
juopuadapur Ajuo a2yl st
DYDI paseq-eaduany oy |
‘pres wodair ayy  ‘soduteiop
Jsulede  PANWWOD  Udq
PeY sasnqe yons Jey} punoj
pey sso1) pay oy Jo 291
-IULLIOY) [RUOKHBWINUL 21)
pue sjuagde [g.q Surpnpul
‘SISYI0 1Ryl padrowd os[e
oUSPIAG  owrUBIURND
pue ueisiuey3ry ul ApoIsno
SN Ut Aiym pajean-[|t 1o
PaIniIo] uaaq pey Aoyl 18y3
pagoje soaurelop pased)
-o1 ‘reok ayy Suung,
‘Suipuad a1e
JBY) SISED IS0 [BIDAS B
219y ], "oweuRiuBNL) JB P3
-1B30SAUL PUB PAIUSWNIOP
U23q SARY JUSWIBINSIW IO
Jsnge JO SISEI (T ISLI] 1Y
71 UO JUSWILIOD Paurpap
pue yodor oy uass
jou pey oy “wauwnredsq

»

UBJA(T Y1 10] urwsIjOdS
v 0} Suipiodoe  ‘asngw
Jo swiep e Sunednsaaul
pue AJourwINy $33UIRIAP
Juneon ‘s)ysu upwny
10pE3] B 0 0) $aNUNUOD M
sAes JuOWUI2A038 S YL

-981eys noym s1eak oony)
10] ploy uadq dary Aueul
pue  ‘soLnpunod  Iay) Ul
paprel mou are swos ysnoyl
‘pIseI[aI UIDG SARY SID
-y10 (007 ueyy a10jy duwed
uosud Aeg oweuwiueno)

oY1 e pjoy Furaq Apuoar

-INJ 1B S3LHUNOD ()t IN0qR
woiy siauostd op¢ swog
‘pres yodar a3 | ‘sonfea
Jeqoj3 uo sjnesse Jurge
-WEp 1souW Y} JO AUO Sem
Suonendiuew £10suas pue
suonsod sson3s ‘vonendiu
-BW [BJUDWIUOIIAUR, SB YOns
‘yeads 1uswofeuew-isenb
pue sapijod mou yInoayy
9JT110] UO UBQ 93NjOSqR )
am{p 03 s3dwally, *aInIo)
pu® 9snqe 10} UOJIXS] MU
B POJBOID pERolSUI Sey pue
suonoajord sySur uewny
10y Ieq oyl 19s 01 AjIqIs
-uodsas 31 uryIIys Jo vsN
oy} pasnooe podar ayy
*.Auwi) 1o jo Femns oy
2wooaq sey,, Aeg oweur)
-ueno) ur dwed vosud g
Ul pres ueyy oudl] SW
[e1oudd A1e10109s A)1Ssouwy
‘a1ay 1odar jenuue s Apoq
s1y3r  2y) Surseooy
‘PHOM 3Y] PUNOIE S2IIUID
UOIJUDIOP S} Ul SUONEB[
-OIA Sy uewIny 10 VSN
3y} posnud £epol [euon
-pUIOU]  A)souury oyl
— s ke ‘NOANOT

$seid pajeInossy

v} Ajsauury

THE STATESMAN

26 My 2005



senen S[TeD 9S00 JoU
2J3M Jel[] Sesed sWIos Surpuly
alam, Toded ayy plo} eyry
1 Axxe] uewsejods uosey
-usd , ‘yusurjeat) suewny Joj
pIepue)s s,puofue poje[oIA A]
-X1ea10 oym o1doad sxsm axepy
Jey} st suorjeSnSeAUr asay)
e Jjo asanod syl ysdnoayy
pauxeay aAry om JeUM,
‘pres aededsmou ay3 ‘ps
-yesr)seAUl A[y3noloy) srsm
ey swdlqoad pajelost se
200z U1 weaded 1e asnge Iouo
-s11d JO sjusploul pozliajoe
-IeO 8ARY STeIOIJo "S) "ples
110daa a9y ‘uoryesoltolur 10y
dn Wiy usjjos 0} J9jem pue
JUSWIAIIXS JO SJNIXIWI B (M
Py wnip e jo jno sdeo
soq onsed yoid o3 spewr
sem Jauostid Jeyjouy tsded
-SMaU 9y} 0} SUIPJI0dIE ‘[[89
¥ JO JOOJJ 9} U0 Y)10] pue
joeq Pafod 9 Sk sa0je30.1.18)
-ur Jo S300q 93 SSIY 0} epelu
3ureq aouosiad  poaryoeys
e 0) sfejiuad ay) Uur Iayjo
-Ure 3UTyo1y pue joaU s,99Ure)

«m .\_\Ns,

Moday

-3p e uo 3urddoys aoyedoa
-I9jul afewiaj e wogy Surdued
jusuryeax)sIul peqriossp
SJIBIPIOS ‘SI0)eB1ISOAUL AULTY
03 SjuswW)e]S UIOMS U] ‘pIes
Jodedsmau a3 . ‘syjeop oml
9y} puoLaq [[om jusm ‘SIaIp

-Jos UsAds jsurede sodreyo
[BUTWLID WI pajnsal sey
qotym ‘Jusuryeas) ysiey oy,
‘asnqe jo sjusproul peyead
-9 UT S191P[oS pauter} L[1ood
‘Bunof syordep o[l SUL,,
‘spaend

Aq paraurund usaq pey s3ay
STy pue palp aYy a10J3q sAep
TexsAss 10 [[30 SIy jo doj
91y} 0} SISTaM STY AqQ pPaureyo
sem  Jemefid ‘wodax a8y}
0] 3UIPI000Y ‘Z00Z Ioquiadad
ui 1a1jres sAep xX1s weideqd je

uejsiueybly ‘Wodily jeuoneulelul JeyepuRy aYy 18 81U
uonuelep e ojul Seaulrlep pleyepieq Bunioose ssuLey SN SMoys ojoud UoISIA JyBIu Y

~

:uosud up

Q.,. 3 ém.

pas

PaTp oym ‘ye[nqiqeH ‘esure)
-ap JoUI0OUR JO Je) pue Jeme|
-IJ Se A[UO umouy JSALIP
IXe} pjo-Ieaf-zz ® Jo yjeap
Y} uo sxusd 3xodad oy,
‘syeap 9y3 03 asuodsal
s AJejrjit ayj pue ureiSeg
7e pesn Spoyldm oy} Jo Ted
-TILID SeM OUM UOTIe3TISaAU]
ay) ur paajoaut uostad e woxy
a[y ay3 jo £dod e paureiqo
Pey 3 pres sewtl, AN 9yl
‘pres Jodedsmau a1f3 ‘9s®0 9Y)
ojur UOTIeSTISAAUT TeUTWLIO
sAway oy jJo onJ o8ed
-000'2 A[1esu B WO1J podiowa
J21U90 uoNualep weadeg
9(]) Je SeyeUIul OM] Jo Syjesp
9} JO s[rejsp oy} Uiim 3uore
paquIosap  ‘eshqe  ayy,
AepLig
uo pojlodax saWIL], NIOX
MaN oy, ., ‘'SI9TpIos peaurey
Apood pue 3unof, Aq ino
POLILIED Z00T UT UelsTueysyy
ur sesurelsp Jo asnge peaads
-9pIM  Jo s[relsp orydeas
sureyuoo iodax Aurrty gn
TENIUSPTJUO0D Y :UOISUTYSBAA

nqe sueysyy

THE
7 2 WAY 2003 Mg g or
Ny,



58 =T |

e
NCF (W

i s o i 3]

33 (T TRSHEH FRAWG TS
72idE T @, @ T
iZa FAR I SRR @FH
Tdfe, G (Fr@ TIEHEN wealie
Tfea SR “NTAE IPE “hentn
T SCARA S S QIR
T Tgwe grA eedt o
— 4% fyord e LR @
s e 4R o =g
7= il 9w e free)

@ TR e
weers TS snratae 1fE o
weTl T, (1 AAE AR
7R wzm e e W
dard | coEfRl TRERRW
FAWCGA CHCA 58 qBA ATH
Tiravea fefers gfer @ semat
&=, o o o A g
fw offg 7y WS AT ABRZ
4 AL QAT @3 YW
Ty, f%ene €2 ofe am
W wE e [etw WHire
T ot RS s @afe)”
efSaa e greteiyime
Tl “a¥ fran wimat emte
g Wy 9% fF avwe
e 7ure Brarg T

FET TAEES A e
farrg, % Bowt Tow @, @
g fiw w? vewml wB
were Fetrrr wow b P
@ IEE WE WTAANES
el fr Tk, Tw e
< (rae YR e R
TS WA L2 eNewe
o dFwTe weRe TEA w |
TSTE u % g orew Bfow
&1, a8 e verg 78 Taw 7R
TR AesIel Tgwe |
T wewR T fafew wwm
HeTH FATR| TR WG 6T
vivie | Rrwf® wwew AR o
T faod verme 9% fmm
QWG] a9Ne 7Y T T
FEROT RGTR TFIPE FH
TR WA @ e M wrars)
TG FLATE FALTRS |

A% a7 g Tl
sforn cetary Tt el
AMfw e s, G
AR 77 R 7o T
arrg | ofr Fem, “faf frm
g T ACABATSS ANLA
@A IR ferg R
=@ i w1 @ e,
vyNg ¥R wpnfE owea
ety QF AF | T 46 Te:
A 99N efid e ey
Y &l @eme  wiiwae
wTr &% 93 {Ee el
TH— OF TN WET T 9
TR et faom wat Bfos 7y
i gae ATy cRewifE wizm
didwe TR FCMR! fAgsew
QAAITHR CHCAR €2 We (8|
TS A7

TEFIE LR 4R, alawred
feg oMz @@ Wy
IR A S TR A3
firn aremelie wweE mifere
Fhrita egire 7TIIFR IR

F7 (a7 Bfow” wafe, Rfe®
et Bfte 6 sw

@FF 94ne [ers e fire
AR | TR, WoRGTI NIAE
wiat @ fogh Wit sid,
“ifbrera FATSZ 6! AfRw|

~ STl ©BIpTd

S TR wieemEm iRkew
fafss <fifs art siree s
IO VW 4T IFT @ 2D
IR (& AT TF, O TS
GratE eSSl QIS0
FENE WA T wF S
g% IZF MR I | &,
TS ©-8 TS (BLACE
HOF-ZOIY YK FRAMCY
wfas FEEE e e Weg
& memz R ks
T | o9 (@ ST Tl Tx
T, O TEe o @fte®
(O IR SR A
TIETS | IR AR I
@F (AT e meq @) @A
i e 2RIt afem
| 8% WA WNNT T o
ey, RiST wRilt U 7ree @
FEEd REh av W @
| YH SIS BIY, IF T
I L W AR TR (oS
%, et f{if 9o fam &
I | IR @ PR faeend
fwre =1 2rare Refoars
et e amice
R, % TeFre [ET [/ H
G I(F; ST CF@ O H

@S, oo Gl T fefars

TREERH IRAMCST (T T
o, IR IR wfesma
R Ft e (e @1 F=R_IR
TENERA Wy AFem 1w,
s s wox s e
erRRR el orem 7@l

@S AR AMASE e,
T 93 TNAw AR e
TS G T FRFS (78 932
yooo BIF BRENW A KT
AR AR Ol AR
FRAMe T W g
FIRAMST GFAF 507 | 7% T
yooo B g fare e
o1 Il wiw fras Ao
i QOre A Ao
G WA @FINe IR Soo0
DI T AT J-oia it
WYY FIAMEG (Sl TS 204
@RS oIS S I 4T TR
T, O T & GBI
IR FE 33 IRF (@ (@2
2P TS WIS |

fafsE +fifa vt 2 Ror
Re1sl yraa 437, 6T NI
JREGA FRMe 9 SEw
FIARIH | SR SATIE 58 ITF
st s afm el Reew

Wlﬁﬁww¢
f6 f&, =ik f& (w0 @< = A
4

woa| ofal I I e
51205 TS A | ITha SREts
FeTR &% 73| welfe T
RS CAS 58 T i3 [GT
Rl e e e i
e 25, 2¢, 3 T A9
A& =AM, a5 IR A w
W oo A B RT shf
ffg e @t et o8 98GR
A1 I SRRy | 3¢ T2 (e B
TeTe! AR @R e
frcare. TRt R Rfes
ffS sfraem sk &
(18 2 STH| FLIS WA L2
(@ g AR FrAees
iy et 3@ yfe face)
Sl SfEFig @ee v8 a7
I (T g AW
ORI (12 2 (AT b8
T #f9 I wI5Re o
3 I fre oz B sl
38 %S 273 I SR 7@ w27,
Ol TCA A IFE S WA
= afm Fal mam)

/



SIRICH g5, W @6 @iE

aaifelE, So @ gRwRw
(ST SR g 4oa] [
e NAIfEER sheme ofe
fre 357 few @b

‘e AP SFAOTE
IR (SR SRR 32 79
9541 950g — weifs @3 s
A @Ih Wit T 9%
fIfFs sifgem Tive woee
A W EHEE WEe
wferals W, PIfEw wgfas
@3 (Trefld R iz wifacaa
W ArEEd |l WA wwEred
fastrsife et oner w32 faemsife
1 (F 59039 ST VRIS €7
WAL S BT | ST
Ff W SEGmE YAt
farfeal a7 @eTd T
e WIS [Reeeifema
S, Sicaneid) frfer @i
e [rReifedr ©3 wigawe 2w
A sl s @)

11 MAY 2085

T weilEr GEA FERINSE €
iSRG ISCIEIG R PRI C RG]
27| W s faos uaa
CANILAE 2 Gd Y ZA| 4
ity AreAfes T 3203 OF
271G FAFIT S8 YPICF WNZIA
T AE FER A o
Tl FIETS 9F 71 SR WIRY
@ (@3ifad ATS AR WA
GFRIR wEE! fTa g JEma
SHIGME T AT (AN
SCH | AT ARTS YW, ARNTS
Hfifen Feieifs ¢ [Rfvems Fa
(Fm ¢ AEd HFF AU
AEe AfeHiams ghmm B

T A -TAA 83 AT a7
oy wARR WEE TR

ﬁrwwﬁrﬂﬁa#ﬁﬁm

- YV
AfSe-0ra 2ITS ore Al Z(A | [oXTE
Fiterd wed Ay epifu eww
FoTr  oemesfr  AfE
gl ficae so €0 |

e W3 REyeHz wwawe
qrefe(E GrEEs N 29
7eTl %W, SWIE SIeT (e qg
wia anlsics eferg Bias) fog
whoaw ¢ sfzamefam o
og sitom @We 9w 9
T | B aatieE A aee
REIE, T4 @ GErad FER)
ET T, GAIFIE ANSfers Ty
fevreee; Wifarea S0 I FA0R |
A, 2 T (7121 Rye e
SeeFG ANE (TS (NN |
IS SAFNAT GUIAWSIE HTAE
Sy aeFg g w7
(TS A1 (o7rF &refEe 73 Al
SR B SIS | R AN
% PrACE WIRGIAN A7 Afewzn
CETS “IoTR | AINATWA e
Fore “[{w #73)




NEW DELHI, May 10.— The
Supreme Court today refer-
red to the West Bengal Hum-
an Rights Commission a pet-
ition alleging large-scale star-
vation deaths in Murshidabad
owing to the state govern-
ment’s inaction. At first, the
Bench impressed upon
counsel Mr Mustag Ahmad to
approach Calcutta High Court
for relief but when he pointed
out that the petitioner, Mr
Zafrul Islam Khan, was Dethi-
based, the Bench referred the
petition to the state human
rights commission. The
petitioner stated that erosion
of the embankments along
the Padma had led to penury,
hunger and starvation. — PTI

Sahara chief

LUCKNOW, May 10. —
Amidst speculation ab-
out Sahara group cha-
irman Mr Subrata Roy's
health, a habeas corpus
petition was filed in.the
Lucknow Bench of
Aliahabad High Court
alleging that he had -~
been kept in “llegal
detention” by his wife
and some senior officers
of the company. Mr Roy,
who has not made any
public appearance since
1 April, yesterday issued
a statement to his '
employees stating that
“he was afflicted by
some reversible mild
disorders and they were
nothing 100 serious to
worry about.” — PTI

‘ Detalls on page 8
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IDBI chairman
arrested for
casteist remark

¢
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THE CHAIRMAN and managing director of
the Industrial Development Bank of [ndia
(IDBI), V.P. Shetty, was arrested on Friday
for allegedly making casteist remarks
against the bank’s general manager, B.S.
Ramteke. He was released later on bail.

Shetty was arrested following a Bombay
High Court order to take cognisance of a
complaint filed by Ramteke, who belongs to
the SC/ST category. A division Bench of
Justices R. Khandeparkar and PV. Kakade
ruled that cognisance be taken under Sec-
tion 7(1)(D) of the Civil Rights Protection
Act, 1955, which deals with the civil rights
of citizens.

Ramteke is currently general manager,
Stressed Assets Stabilisation Fund Cell,
and chief liaison officer for SC and ST em-
ployees of the bank. In his complaint,
Ramteke said he met Shetty on April 26 to
discuss appointments related to SCs and
STs in view of the reverse merger of IDBI
with IDBI Bank. He alleged that at that
meeting, Shetty lost his cool, humiliated
him and later made casteist remarks
against him and Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.

The High Court, however, quashed the
charge under Section 3(1)(10) of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, saying
the offence had taken place within the
chairman’s chamber and not in public view.

The court ruling came following an ap-
plication filed by Shetty, seeking quashing
of an FIR filed against him on April 30 with
the Cuffe Parade police station in south
Mumbai.
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Discrimination
against Dalits

The appointment of two U.N. Special Rapporteurs
could strengthen the struggle to end caste-based

discrimination.

dbo

Mari Marcel Thekaekara

ALITS ALL over the world have
something to rejoice about. Durban
was hot in vain.

On April 19, 2005, the U.N. Commis-
sion on Human Rights adopted a Resolu-
tion to appoint two Special Rapporteurs
to tackle caste-based discrimination.

The appointment of the two rappor-
teurs, Yozo Yokota and Chin-Sung
Chung, was the result of years of pains-
taking advocacy work by the National
Campaign for Dalit Human Rights
(NCDHR) and the International Dalit
Solidarity Network. The resolution was
first passed in August 2004 by the U.N.
Sub-Commission.

The struggle began with the build-up
to the World Conference Against Racism
in 2001. The then Indian Government
was determined to block it. “Caste is not
race,” its representative in Geneva ar-
gued. “No, you’re right,” said Martin
Macwan, then Convener of NCDHR.
“It’s far worse than race.”

“You cannot wash our dirty linen in
public” argued the Government. “Your
admission that we have dirty linen is a
first step forward. It’s an admission that
the problem exists,” retorted the
NCDHR.

Difficult path

The road to U.N. recognition of the
problem proved rocky. But a brilliant
advocacy campaign managed the
breakthrough.

The Sub-Commission, in August
2000, issued a significant resolution de-
claring that discrimination based on
work and descent is prohibited by in-
ternational human rights law, and called
on Governments to take measures to
eliminate this type of discrimination.

In a series of working papers present-
ed to the Sub-Commission, the global
dimensions of this form of discrimina-
tion, and its main features, have been
examined in considerable detail.

The Commission’s decision comes in
the wake of an International Consulta-
tion held in Kathmandu last year on how
to address the problem.

Concrete steps

The Kathmandu Dalit Declaration
provides concrete measures that can be
taken not only by Governments, the U.N.
and development agencies, but also the
private sector, trade unions, and inter-
national financial institutions.
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One of the proposals has now been
fulfilled in the form of the appointment
of the Special Rapporteurs.

The countries practising various
forms of caste discrimination on the ba-
sis of descent or work and occupation
have been listed as Bangladesh, Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger, Algeria, Libya, Ethio-
pia, India, Japan, Kenya, Mauritania,
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Uganda, Senegal, Somalia, and Sri
Lanka.

Widespread discrimination

v

Research by Dalit groups points out
that caste discrimination in various
forms exists practically everywhere in
the world where the Indian diaspora
exists.

The Sub-Commission will now under-
take a three-year study, led by Mr. Yozo
Yokota and Ms. Chin-Sung Chung, and
put together a draft set of guidelines to
eliminate this form of discrimination.

Paul Divakar, NCDHR National Con-
vener, said: “Dalits have pierced through
the wall of silence in the U.N. For the
first time, Dalit rights and similar con-
cerns of descent and work based dis-
crimination may be addressed by the
High Commission on Human Rightson a
par with other Humman Rights concerns.”
Getting visibility

Asked how this affected the Dalit
community on the ground, Mr. Divakar
said “the issues have to be decided at the
panchayat level, but the tremendous
amount of visibility that the issue is get-
ting and the fact that every year the
Special Rapporteurs have to present the
issue at the U.N. is going to have an
impact on the impunity factor.

“Instances of impunity will reduce,
stricter monitoring systems will be put
in place, formal channels will be more
alert, the National Human Rights mech-
anisms which are part of the broader
platform at the U.N. will have to take the
issue more seriously, show results. So
finally, the untouchability of caste in the
U.N. is behind us.”

Human rights defenders the world
over will be watching and waiting. If this
development succeeds in eliminating
millennia of shameful discrimination, it
will finally make us a civilised nation.

(The writer is Visiting Skoll Fellow,
Said Business School, Oxford Universi-

ty)

THE MNDU
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with J-K Government

Says recommendations being ignored by Deputy Commissioners

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Peeved over the atti-
tude of the State Government
vis-a-vis its functioning and rec-
ommendations, the Jammu and
Kashmir State Human Rights
Commission has alleged that ef-
forts are on to make it redundant
and dilute its position “which if
allowed will terribly tell upon
the reputation of the State”.

In its 374-page annual report
released recently, the Commis-
sion has accused officials of the
State Government, particularly
Deputy Commissioners, of
brushing aside the recommen-
dations of the Commission.
“This Commission is disap-
pointed to place on record its
anguish at the attempt to brush
aside the recommendations of
the Commission by some offi-
cers and starting a fresh enquiry
at their end after they receive
the recommendations,” said the
report signed by its chairman-
Justice A.M. Mir and two mem-
bers -- Qazi Muzaffaruddin and
G.N. Mir.

It has been mentioned that
the commission had received
letters from these officers in-
forming that fresh enquiries
were being held in certain cases.
“Cases also can be quoted where

the officers have blatantly con-
tradicted the findings of Com-
mission. This is done usually by
Deputy Commissioners,” says
the report adding that the enqui-
ries are held by the Commission
after scanning through the evi-
dence and recording what is pro-
duced before it.

Diluting authority

Expressing concern at the
non-responsive attitude of the
State Government, the report
says the practice goes on and “if
this is allowed the functioning of
the Commission becomes re-
dundant and recommendations
are only observed in breach”. It
further says that this tendency
has the effect of diluting the po-
sition which if allowed will ter-
ribly tell upon the reputation of
the State.

In order to overcome these
problems, the Commission has
recommended that the State
Government issue a circular to
the Deputy Commissioners not
to sit in judgment against find-
ings of the Commission.

It has also cited seven exam-
ples in which, according to the
report, “such an unhappy situa-
tion has arisen” and asserted
that “these instances are the tip
of an iceberg”. In these cases the

concerned Deputy Commission-
ers have refused to sanction ex-
gratia relief to the seven com-
plainants on the basis of
recommendations of SHRC.
Though the nature of these cases
has not been shown, the DCs
have turned down the recom-
mendations on the basis of ad-
verse reports from the police,
which has not cleared the person
in whose name the ex-gratia has
been sought.

The Commission has also
noted with disappointment the
government’s inertia in respect
of informing the Commission
about the action taken.

“This request has also been
ignored,” it says. However, this
year the government has placed
before the Assembly an Action
Taken Report (ATR) indicating
the action on the recommenda-
tion of SHRC in 141 cases shown
inthisreport.

No recommendations

In about nine cases the ATR
says that the home department
has not received any recommen-
dations. In all, the SHRC had re-
ceived 305 complaints ranging
from release of prisoners to cus-
todial deaths and alleged harass-
ments at the hands of security
forces.

rights panel unhappy
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The report has also lamented
that government has not been
providing enough funds to the
Commission which is also facing
problems on account of required
staff. Not only is the staff being
sent without consulting the
commission but it is also being
transferred without informing
it, which “goes along way in tam-
pering with the autonomous
character of the Commission”.
The Commission which needs to
an independent investigating of-
ficer has not been given one
since May 2002 when an officer
of the rank of Inspector General '
was withdrawn.

Space crunch

The same treatment is being
given to the issues of accommo-
dation for the Commission for
its Srinagar headquarters, sub-
office Jammu and other district
offices, says the report. “The
Commission also feels sanguine
that the issues raised in the re-
port will be addressed on top pri-
ority,” the report adds.

The Commission it may be re-
called came into existence dur-
ing the National Conference
regime in 1996-2002 and was
aimed at giving new impetus to
addressing the issues uman
rights. g
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UN team heads for Kathmandu

KATHMANDU, April 12. — A UN tech-
nical team will start work in Kathmandu
this week to set up the Office of the Uni-
ted Nations High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (OHCHR) in the capital with
ts spokesman Mr Christian Clark assum-
ng office from Wednesday. The Nepali
Congress, one of the biggest opposition
parties of Nepal, welcomed the agree-
ment between the government and the
UN to allow UN staff to monitor human
rights abuses in the kingdom.

Nepalese foreign minister Mr Ramesh
Nath Pandey signed a memorandum of
anderstanding with Ms Louise Arbour,
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, yesterday, resulting in Nepal es-
:aping harsher measures by the interna-
ional donor community by agreeing to
nternational scrutiny. ‘

“Nepal believes in cooperation with the
nternational community, not confronta-
tion,” Mr Pandey said. “With the UN sup-
port, we hope to strengthen our capabili-
ty to monitor human rights on a day-to-
day and institutionalised basis. The
agreement will not undermine Nepal’s
laws or national institutions in any way.”
In return, Nepal hopes the international
monitoring will be “balanced”.

Maoists call indefinite
2 school strike .. "

KATHMANDU, April 12. — After an 11-
day general strike that affected transport
and saw an escalation in violence, Nepal’s
Maoist guerrillas announced they would
close down all schools countrywide from
Thursday, the day Nepal ushers in its in-
digenous new year. The student wing of
the Maoists, banned by the government
since the truce with the rebels broke down
in 2003, started sending e-mails to the
school and educational associations nearly
two weeks ago, warning them of bomb
blasts if they dared to defy the call.

The warning has made alarmed guardi-
an, teacher and rights organisations ap-
peal to the underground rebels to with-
draw the strike that will affect the fate of
nearly 1.5 million students in 8,500
schools as well as about 1,25,000 teachers
and non-teaching staff. — SNS

The Nepalese government is highlight-
ing the fact that the arrangement with the
UN is valid for two years, though extend-
able by mutual consent. It says with the
rights situation improving since the royal
takeover, the UN team might complete
its work earlier.
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Annan says right

Reuters
Geneva, April 7\

R

UNITED NATIONS Secretary-
General Kofi Annan said the
conduct of the human rights
body was undermining the cred-
ibility of the entire UN organi-
sation and urged governments
on Thursday to support his plan
to reform it.

“Unless we overhaul our hu-
man rights machinery, we may
be unable to renew public confi-
dence in the United Nations it-
self,” he told the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights, which is
holding its annual six-week ses-
sion at its Geneva headquarters.

“We have reached a point at
which the Commission’s declin-
ing credibility has cast a shadow
on the reputation of the United
Nations system, and where
piecemeal reforms will not be
enough,” he said in a speech.

Launched some 60 years ago,
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‘Whe commission is the UN’s mam
mechanism to monitor respect
for human rights around the
world. But critics say in-fighting
and the body’s inability to act
firmly in the face of clear abuse
have eroded its authority.

Annan has called for the Com-
mission, at present made up of
representatives from 53 coun-
tries nominated by regional
groupings, to be replaced by a
smaller Human Rights Council,
whose members would be elect-
ed by the UN General Assembly.

Direct election, with prospec-
tive members needing a two-
thirds majority and a “solid
record of commitment” to hu-
man rights, aims to put an end to
a situation in which many cur-
rent members, including Sudan,
Saudi Arabia and Zimbabwe, are
accused of widespread abuse.

Changes to the commission
form part of proposed sweeping
reforms to the functioning of the
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Kofi Annan

UN, including an enlargement of
the Security Council, a condem-
nation of all forms of terrorism
and a radical programme to
combat poverty.

Annan wants UN members to
approve the full package by Sep-
tember to restore the prestige of

THE

dy harming UN

the world body, battered recently
by deep differences over the US
invasion of Iraqg and corruption
scandals involving its own em-
ployees.

But China, one of five perma-
nent members of the Security
Council with a right of veto, op-
poses any deadline for revamp-
ing the 15-state body and it also
wants any changes to be agreed
by consensus rather than a vote
in the General Assembly.

“While consensus is always
preferable, the lack of it should
not be used as an excuse for tak-
ing no action,” Annan said. “Se-
curity Council reform has been
on the agenda for over a decade.
It is in everybody’s interest to
bring it into line with today’s re-
alities,” he told journalists
about the plan, which could see
states such as Brazil and Japan,
the UN’s second biggest donor,
given permanent membership of
the Council.



USA PRAISES ‘REWRITING’ TEXTBOQKS .

Rights rap

i

or India"

WASHINGTON, March 29. —
Despite being a “vibrant demo-
cracy”, India’s human rights
enforcement record has been
“poor” and needs improveme-
nt, the USA has said in a report.
In its second such report in a
month, the US State Depar-
tment yesterday criticised New
Delhi’s human rights record
but said the new UPA govern-
ment at the Centre has started
addressing rights concerns that
have “arisen over the years”.
While lauding the Centre for
“rewriting school textbooks”
and “addressing the aftermath
of the Gujarat riots”, the 293-
page report, titled “Supporting
Human Rights and Demo-
cracy,” reiterated concern over
the situation in Gujarat.
“Following its electoral victo-
ry in May, the government
began to address a number of
human rights concerns that
have arisen in recent years. For
example, it moved quickly to
rewrite school textbooks... in
order to stress the contributions
of the Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist
and Christian minority commu-
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nities,” it said. However, it said,
the rewriting of the textbooks
has not been completed, and
alleged that Gujarat govern-
ment has not recalled its old
textbooks or announced plans
for their replacement.

“The government also began
to address the aftermath of the
Gujarat riots,” the report said
and noted that the Supreme
Court ordered local courts to
reopen over 2,000 cases of the
riots. But by the end of last
year, “the report on the num-
ber of cases that should be
reopened had not been submit-
ted to the Supreme Court, and
only three cases related to the
rioting had completed trial in
the lower level courts,” the
report charged.

The report referred to allega-
tions of witness intimidation,
cases that have not been
reopened, and increasing dis-
placement and “ghettoisation”
of the Muslim community. The
report also said that Pota-like
laws such as the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act remained in
force in many states, “leading to
serious rights violations”.

More reports on pages 2 & 6



Zahira bites benefactor han

R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, March 29: First
she accused her mentor Teesta
Setalvad. Now it’s Justice A.S.
Anand’s turn.

Zahira Sheikh, the “face”
of one of the worst Gujarat
riot cases, the Best Bakery
massacre, has accused the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion chairman of wrongly
recording her statement and
sought to cross-examine him.

Former Chief Justice An-
and was instrumental in bri-
nging the attention of the Sup-
reme Court — and the country
— on the Best Bakery case.

Zahira also sought a probe
into the bank accounts of
Teesta, whom she had accused
of “tutoring” her to implicate

innocent people in the case in
which she has turned hostile.

In an application in the
Supreme Court, Zahira said:
“I was taken to the office of
(the) NHRC and was made to
say orally what Teesta had told
me to say.” But the statement
the rights panel had produced
before the court was not what
she had told the commission,
Zahira said.

“I would like my lawyer to
examine the chairman of the
NHRC” in respect of that
statement, she added.

The statement, which Za-
hira said was recorded by
Justice Anand and two mem-
bers, was part of the affidavit
the panel had filed before the
apex court. It was on the basis
of the panel’s petition that the

'1}“;'TEX-
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court ordered retrial of the
case in Mumbai while quash-
ing the acquittal of all the
accused.

Zahira sought the probe
into her former mentor’s bank
accounts on the ground that
the social activist “has ama-
ssed huge wealth through que-
stionable means”.

“Neither Teesta nor her
husband is running any NGO
called Communal Combat,
which is a business venture of
a company or firm known as
Sabrang Publication,” she
claimed.

“I and Best Bakery were
the symbols to enstire money
is collected in the name of
combat communalism,” Zahi-
rasaid.

“My lawyers tell me that

:

vty

this is a device to i¥oid (the)
foreign contribution regula-
tion act. Had it been an NGO,
every foreign contribution
would have been disclosed
after giving information to the
Union home ministry. It is a
disguise to cover up receipts of
foreign contributions.”

Teesta, who has accused
Zahira of taking bribe to hush
up the case, refused to com-
ment. In an affidavit filed be-
fore the Supreme Court,
Teesta had said all the allega-
tions against her were “false”.

Tomorrow, the police video
of the scene at Best Bakery on
March 2, 2002, a day after the
massacre, will be shown in the
Mumbai trial court. The de-
fence had opposed the
screening.

200§




¢ a8ed :a03 jeaeln
10j aynqaa ydaq ey

‘dwres IpO-13UE 211 01 o3es
-sowl 190 ® Juipuas ‘jerelnn)
ul o3uryo diysiopes| v 100 paj
- SseIq J e oyl ‘wyduoy ospy

Igueyo diysaapesy oN

S[rew-2 s way) Surpoog
Aq esia v wiy Kuop 01 uowssd
-13u0) pur juswiedaq aIvIg
U1 UM palqqof pey sisianoe
Sy uBWNY ‘PIDUNOUUR UIIQ
PRy VS[1 241 USIA 0] BONUDdIUL
SIPOJN JJA DOUIS 10AT] "YUV 9T
0] 7 Wol} VOHVY 241 jO uon
-ouny o1 Jsond Joyo se ‘puane

01 sem 3y ‘usy [ ‘uopien) arenbg
UOSIPRIN 1B BOLIQWY UMON
JO SUBOLISW/-UBIPU] JO UOLRID
-0ssy ay3 jo Funesw oqnd
B SSOIPPE 0] Sem 91 dIaym YIOx
MON 01 3s1ij Sul[[aARI) “YISIA
Aep-0Al} B 10] Aepung uo sae3|
0] pPa[npayds sem IPO I
‘urdLIo pelelno) Jo ale sIaquIawW
3soym Jo Juad 12d g6 — uonRO
=SSy SI9UMQ [91I0H UBOLISWY
-ueISY 2yl Jo Sunosw [enuue
dY} pudNe 0] PaJIAUL USdq pRY
s Jauyo jeielnny ayj
“I93sIunu Jaryd jo sod
[ruonmIsuod e Fuikdnooo jo
ona Aq yodssed snewordip e
PI3Y 9y Se opew Sem BSIA dlew

,m,w; m\m. g

-o[dip 10y uoneaydde ue ‘esia
Anus oidnpnur 10491 © proy
Apauiodar PO I S1YM
‘pres oy  ‘11oda1 JYHN
ay1 se [[om se 1odal sjySu uew
Ny 2y) Ul A[IB9JD PIIUIWNOOP
SI 9NsSI 9y} uO puels s JuswW
-uIA08 QeI JYJL, ‘suonny
-[Sul 3E)S JO Fupylom oY) 10
o[qisuodsal sem ‘IUSWUIAAOST
91eIS B JO prAY oY) SB ‘IPOIAl IN
pies [eyjo Assequia g
uswireda(g 91e1g
oy} 03 1sonbar seipuy piemio
p[nom oy Jeys pres oyerqg I
‘Joorg yino§ woliy Suigiswg
"UOISIOAP 93 JO  uone
-uoEmcooE Eomh_: ue 10J payse

st L

sey eipu] 'IpON I O} ®SIA
anewojdip e jueId 03 Areniqag
87 U0 Assequid oY) O} 9[BQIOA
S)ON B U93S I9IIB? PRy VAN
3y, " BIPUJ JO 9BIS € JO IA)SIUIU
Jamyo pajosfe  Ajjeuonninsuod
B SPIEMO] AJIALJISUSS pue ASd
-1Noo Jo yoe| sAe(dsip,, Assequia
SN 2y jo 1ed oY) uo uonde 10§
paj[eoun,, oy} jey) ples eipup
‘osajewoldip [ensn ur Sunpoey Ju
-oWA)L)S JUN[q Aj[ensnun ue ug

*UOISI9P 913} I8 121801 pue WIdou
-00 S BIPUJ PAAIAUOD ‘URIRS UIRA
-US I ‘Are10109s ugiaioy oy ‘Sur
-193W NUIW-(¢ © U] ‘SIIBHE [eU
-I9JXd JO Ansiuiw ay) 0} pauow
-wIns sem ‘aye[g Haqoy I ‘Uo

-Issiw jo Jorys Andap g YL
‘pappe uosiadsayods ay  ‘esia
I0] 9|qIdioul ‘wopadayy snoid
-[[91 JO SUONRBIOIA JIJAIS A[IE]
-nonred ‘owir) Aue 1€ N0 paLLIvd
Apoanip 10 10j 9jqisuodsar sem
oym [BDIJJO JUAWUIIA0T Aue
SaYewW Yatym 15y 2y Jo (3) (7)
(®) Iz uonoYas 1apun payoAal
SeM BSIA SSOUISTIQ/ISLINO] SIH,,
 [Bsia onewordip 10
pagrenb jey; asodind ayi 10y
Su1wod 10U seM 9 98NBIIQ 10y
AjeuoneN pue uoneiSrwury
a1 jo (d) $17 uondag Japun pa
-[Uap Ud2q pey,, esia onewoidip
a3 pres uosiadsayods Assequio
mD < 10V SanM[BUONIBN vnﬁ

STATESMAN

uoneISiuwy §(\ Y} JO SUOISIAO
-1d 10d se payoaax Suraq sem —
pajueis ussq Apeaife pey yomym
— BSIA $SQUISNQ/ISLINO] SIY pue
esia onewo[dip & paruap usaq
sey 1alsiuiw Joryo Jerefnn ayy
pies ABpo) Assequio S} 9YL
‘$2JR]S pANUN)
94} 01 [2ARI]} 0] IPOJA BIPUSIRN
I 0] BSIA JO [BIUOD 21) IsureSe
3s9101d juowayor © pa8po]
Aepo)] ®IpU] 001y BZII[OPUOD
S ‘o1BIs JO AIRIDIO9S QN
dY] JO USIA 3} I9)ye skep oM,
‘81 ydIeN ‘THTdAd MAN

P0IAIDG SMBN UBLLY
.’ %

IPOIA d1)BUR), 0] BSIA SIIUIP VS))

19 MAR 2003

a

a

Jet

U v TRCUAN



o VY v
Working at cross purposes

amdou Habib has been
making headlines in
Australia recently Habib
is an Egyptian-born Aus-
tralian who was arrested in Pakistan
soon after September 11, 2001, on sus-
pected terrorist links, and transport-
ed, via Egypt, to Guantanamo Bay.
After more than three years in deten-
tion at the concentration camp, Habib
was released without any charges by
the American government, and repa-
triated to Australia. His wife, Maha,
an exceptional woman by any ac-
count, has stood by him, kept her
head, and taken able care of their four
children — the youngest of whom
Habib hadn't seen till his return.
Both the American and Aus-
tralian governments seem to be hell-
bent on crucifying Habib, without
taking the risk of submitting their al-
legations to a court of inquiry. The
Americans say that they prefer not to
charge Habib because they would
have to compromise sensitive sources
to bring the case to court. This is in
spite of the fact that the Guantanamo
guests are being tried (if at all) by a
military tribunal, and the govern-
ment insists that they are outside the
purview of American law because
Guantanamo is not on American ter-
ritory. It would be difficult to convince
the independent observer that the
Americans actually have enough evi-
dence to put together a case.

been doing its bit, too. The

prime minister has not ruled
out the fact that the government may
bring charges against Habib. Till a
few days ago, the government had
maintained that it had no knowledge
of Habib’s whereabouts — between
when he disappeared in Pakistan and
when the Americans informed that
he was at Guantanamo. Australian
agents did not visit him in Pakistan,
nor interrogated him, as Habib
claims. Habib had been under suspi-
cion for some time before he disap-
peared, and at least before 9/11, he
had been an open supporter of Osama
bin Laden.

The Australian prime minister,
John Howard, has also said that Hab-
ib “may be prevented” from selling
his story to the media. This is particu-
larly harsh given that this liberty is

T he Australian government has

THE TELEGRAPH

In their eagerness to persecute Habib, Australia
and the US are negating the very freedoms they
wish to preserve, writes Gautam Bose

regularly availed of by criminals in
Western countries. One may even
argue that the greatest attraction of a
conviction in a capitalist democracy
is that the criminal can charge large
sums to lecture others on his crime.
Justice did squeak in Habib’s case,
if only by omission, when he was al-
lowed to appear last week in a paid in-
terview on 60 minutes, a popular news
show. He answered some questions,
and pointedly refused to answer oth-
ers. He had been in Pakistan and
Afghanistan, but what he was doing
in the latter country Habib was not
willing to elaborate. His stand is that
he may yet have to defend himself in
court, and if so, he would want to
withhold some information at pres-
ent. No, he did not call his wife on the
eve of 9/11 to warn her of the event,
as has been alleged. He was tortured
—inPakistan, in Egypt and of course
in Guantanamo. And yes, he says, Au-
stralian officials visited him and int-
errogated him there, and they were
aware that he was being tortured.

Mamdou Habib: whose freedom?

For those willing to convict Habib
before the hearing, his refusal to give
details of his activities in
Afghanistan is proof of his wrongdo-
ing. Even the more level-headed com-
mentators agree that he was, in all
likeness, involved with the dark side
of the force, at least in small ways. He
may have trained with Lashkar-e-
Toiba in Pakistan, and his presence in
Afghanistan is indeed suspicious.

On the other hand, it would be dif-
ficult to believe that he was not exten-
sively tortured, both in Egypt and in
Guantanamo. The Americans have
never seriously tried to convince any-
one that prisoners there are not being
subjected to mind-breaking meas-
ures; perhaps to send a warning to
their potential enemies.

The holes are obvious in the Aus-
tralian government’s position. It now
seems that Australian agents did
speak to Habib in Pakistan. However,
they had not “interrogated” him, only
“interviewed” him. They may well
have known about his presence in

‘ a s
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Egypt. And the governmeht's stand
has been downright disinggnuous in
its justification for not intervening
with the Americans when Habib was
in Guantanamo. Habib is an Aus-
tralian citizen, even if the govern-
ment feels that he is not a model one,
and entitled to the corresponding
privileges.

The government may yet bring
Habib to court, and have him tried for
well specified charges. If he is severe-
ly guilty, he should be treated accord-
ingly. If he is only guilty of minor of-
fences or none at all, he should be
heavily compensated for the inhu-
manity he has been subjected to. If
there is no evidence, the government
should declare this outright, compen-
sate him, and let him go about his life.

of virtue seem to have adopted,

however, is less virtuous. They
seem to be determined to damn Habib
in the public eye by repeating their
suspicions instead of resorting to the
judiciary. Repeated assertions can be
a handy substitute for proof when it
comes to convincing the common
stock, a realization that was once
heavily exploited by Goebbels.

Surely, the brand of terrorism that
has been let 1oose by 9/11 is an unmit-
igated evil, and must be combated. If
it were to succeed, it would lead to the
destruction of the very liberties and
freedoms that have become the hall-
mark of modern democracy. The vi-
sionary general of the forces of good
against evil, George W. Bush himself
has urged that this is the objective of
the terrorists. “They hate us,” he has
said, “for our freedoms.”

It is useful to recount the central
freedoms that modern democracies
guarantee — those of thought and ex-
pression and pursuit of happiness
and a variety of others. If these pur-
suits are in conflict with the freedom
of others, and the matter is brought
for adjudication, then the ultimate
protection against wrong is guaran-
teed by the right to be assumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. As conflict is
inevitable so is resolution necessary,
and so too this right is central. The
“civilized” West must be careful that
it does not concede this highest of
moral grounds to terrorists in its ea-
gerness to persecute them.

T he strategy that the defenders
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“Liberal space shrinking

By Haroon Habib ‘3\ A

DHAKA, MARCH 5. Local and in-
ternational human rights cam-
paigners have voiced grave
concern over the growing trend
of violence, religious militancy
and bomb attacks on political
and cultural events in Bangla-
desh. They raised their concern
at a press briefing in Dhaka af-
ter the conclusion of a two-day
“Human Rights Consultation
Seminar”, jointly organised by
Amnesty International (Al) and
Human Rights Defenders in
Bangladesh. Around 50 human
rights defenders from across the

country attended the seminar
and spoke on the work they do,
the problems they face and the
action needed to be taken to
face the challenges.

The seminar stressed the im-
portance of strengthening hu-
man rights organisations in the
country, including setting up of
an independent human rights
commission, the office of the
ombudsman and a decisive
move to separate the judiciary
from the administration.

In response to queries, Abbas
Faiz, researcher of regional pro-
gramme of Amnesty Interna-
tional said human rights

E \ov

KoY

activists throughogt the country
were being harassed, arrested
and tortured. “They are also fac-
ing death threats.” Mr. Abbas
said over 10 journalists, who
were also human rights defend-
ers, have been killed since 2000.
“Impunity is one of the major
reasons for continued human
rights violation in Bangladesh,”
he said, pointing out the out-
come of the seminar. He
stressed the need for bringing
criminals to justice to protect
the rights of human rights de-
fenders and called for urgent
action by the Government.
Asked about the situation in

in Bangladesh”

Bangladesh, Mr. Abbas said,
“The liberal space of rights of
the people is shrinking gradual-
ly. Their rights are being
squeezed and this liberal space |
should be strengthened.”

Extra-judicial killings

About extra-judicial killings |
by the Rapid Action Battalion,
he said, “We have to investigate
it and this is the decision has to
be taken by the Amnesty Inter-
national in London.” To im-
prove the  situation in
Bangladesh, he suggested that
the Government should streng-
then its own support system.

06 MAR 2005
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FRAME OF SHAME: This photograph presented as evidence on the 18 January hearing at the Court Martial
of three soldiers from the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers in Osnabrueck, Germany, shows Lance corporal
Darren Larkin standing on an Iragi detainee and corporal Daniel Kenyon taking a photograph in the rear.
Three British soldiers were jailed on Friday for abusing Iraqi civilians in a case that has drawn compar-
-isons with US mistreatment of prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison. The most senior of the trio, Corporal
Kenyon, 33, was given an 18-month sentence after being found guilty of three charges including failing to

report the mistreatment of the captured looters at an aid camp near Basra in May 2003. — AFP
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DGP m

' Statesman New,

KOLKATA, Feb. 16. — The state
Human Rights Commission today
expressed its displeasure over the
absence of the state director-gen-
eral of police, due to appear
before the Division Bench today.
It stated that the Commission will
proceed with the matter “ex-
parte” if such instance is repeated.

While fixing 23 February as the
next date, the Commission said
this was “another opportunity”
for the top cop to appear it. The
WBHRC today termed the
absence of DGP Mr Ajay Prasad
as “unfortunate” and took serious
note of the fact that he failed to
even inform the Commission of
the reasons for his absence.

The DGP, however, did not
seem to be aware that he had to
appear for the hearing.

The Commission called the
DGP today during the hearing of
a case in Gaighata, North 24-
Parganas. On 1 February, during a
road blockade, Trinamul support-
ers had torched the vehicle of
SDPO Barasat and entered into a
pitched battle with police.
Following this, 72 persons were
arrested.

The victims complained to the
Commission alleging harassment
by the police.

The Division Bench presided by
Mr Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen
and Mr Amit Sen today heard the
grievances of the victims.

Ms Durga Rani Das, a member

THE STATESMAN

’ é its HRC

An angry Mr Justice Shyamal Sen says
what he thinks of the DGP failing to turn
up at the rights pane! office. In Kolkata on
Wecdnesday. — The Statesman

of Dharampur village panchayat,
stated that she has been harassed
by police. Her brother-in-law has
also been arrested though he was
not involved and police had ran-
sacked their house. The bench
granted her permission to file a
complaint against the police per-
sonnel. Ms Sima Roy said she was
an eyewitness of police torture in
her locality. She was also granted
the prayer of filing a formal com-
plaint.

This is the second time the
Commission took a stern note,
following yesterday’s visit to
Kishalay Juvenile Home, in
North 24-Parganas. It had lam-
basted the poor condition of the
home.

17 FEB 2005
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By Siddharth Varadara]an’({‘)

NEW DELH1, FEB. 15. In any high-
profile case of attempted or ac-
tual murder, it is normal for the
police to come under pressure
to show quick results. When the
victim is a man like the Delhi
University lecturer, S.A.R. Gee-
lani, whom the Delhi police
once targeted for prosecution in
the Parliament attack case, the
pressure increases many times
over because the investigating
agency has the added burden of
being among the list of proba-
ble suspects.

When results are not forth-
coming, either for lack of evi-
dence or the inadequacy of
investigative skills, it is not un-
common for the police to try
and deflect criticism by spread-
ing rumours and raising “ques-
tions” to discredit the victim
and erase the natural sympathy
the public at large may feel for
him. This was the pattern in the
Pushkin Chandra murder inves-
tigation and is now fully evident
in the manner the police is ap-
proaching the Geelani case.

If the aim of the police cam-
paign in the early days of the
Pushkin case was to suggest the
murder victim’s lifestyle was to
blame for the crime, the fact
that Mr. Geelani was lucky
enough to survive the assassin’s

bullets has itself be a point
of suspicion.

Going by the theoriks retailed
by the investigating team and
faithfully circulated by gullible
reporters this past week, one
would almost believe Mr. Geela-
ni shot himself at his own home
in an elaborate conspiracy in-
volving his lawyer and family —
with the aim of discrediting the
police.

The police has questioned
the fact that Mr. Geelani’s coun-
sel, Nandita Haksar, a senior
and highly respected lawyer and
human rights activist, did not

NEWS ANALYSIS

immediately inform “100” that
her client had been shot. How-
ever, Ms. Haksar, who rushed
Mr. Geelani to hospital along
with her husband, clearly felt
saving his life was the most im-
portant thing to do. Besides;
neither she nor her husband
carries a mobile phone.

The police, which learnt of
the attempted murder about an
hour after it happened, says the
delay led to the destruction of
vital clues. But they have no ex-
planation for why the crime
scene was not immediately cor-
doned off when the first police-
men arrived and why, for hours

later, members of the public
were allowed to walk over the
area where Mr. Geelani had
been attacked.

The most curious of all ques-
tions raised by the police con-
cems the “recovery” of Mr.
Geelani’s blood-stained sweater
from his brother’s residence
several days after the crime.
When an accident or crime vic-
tim is taken into the ICU at any
hospital, it is customary for doc-
tors to remove the clothes he or
she is wearing at the time. Typ-
ically, the clothes are handed
over to the victim's relatives,
who take them home — espe-
cially if the police make no re-
quest for them. This is obviously
what happened in the case of
Mr. Geelani’s clothes. Now, in
order to hide their own incom-
petence in failing to examine
the clothes on the first day itself,
the police have floated the silly
suggestion that the fact that the
sweater was recovered from his
brother’s home means he prob-
ably was not shot at at the spot
where he said he was.

The victim’s computer has
been seized and sent for foren-
sic examination to Ahmedabad,
allegedly to see if he had re-
ceived any threats (one wonders
why there is no capability in
Delhi to scan a hard drive), his
car has been seized, and his

ge(d in Geelani case

phone and credit card records
are being scrutinised. It is al-
most as if the police have for-
gotten that Mr. Geelani is the
victim here, not the suspect.

Mr. Geelani was acquitted by
the Delhi High Court on Octo-
ber 29, 2003 after the trial judge,
in what was India’s first anti-
terrorism case under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, found |
him guilty and sentenced him
to death. The Delhi Police
moved the Supreme Court in
appeal and that is where mat-
ters are pending. In the eyes of
the law, if not in the eyes of
those who enforce it, however,
Mr. Geelani is still an innocent
man.

Whether the Delhi police or
some unknown arm of the State
was involved in the assassina-
tion attempt — as Ms. Haksar
and others have alleged — is be-
sides the point here. What is rel-
evant is the depressingly
familiar pattern of sloppy foren-
sics, poor crime scene investi-
gation and the planting of
stories in the media. These do
not augur well for the case to be
solved. Though it is late in the |
day, the gravity of the case is
such that the Government
should transfer the investiga-
tion to an agency such as the
CBI working under the super-
vision of a judge.

THE HINDU
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It Geelani is wounded, it is our freedom that lies bleeding

N

nce again, Syed Abdul

Rahman Geelani

meets, before his time,

in an only half-unex-

pected fashion, his old
friend, Death. The good professor,
having been sent home after the re-
versal of a death-sentence, was shot
at five times outside his lawyer’s
residence on the night of February
8, 2004. For over three years now,
there has been a massive legal and
civic campaign to assert his inno-
cence and protest against his
wrongful implication in a conspira-
cy to blow up the Parliament House
on December 13, 2001. But even on
the verge of acquittal by the highest
court of the land, the right to live,
and to live freely and safely under
the rule of law, has eluded this hap-
less individual.

Geelani was suspected of being
part of a plot to attack the Indian
legislature for reasons that had
nothing to do with his overt or
covert political activity: he was of
Kashmiri origin and in contact with
relatives still living in the Valley, he
was a Muslim in the regime of a
Bharatiya Janata Party-led coali-
tion government, and he taught
Arabic at a college in Delhi.

Once he had been arrested
under the draconian Prevention of
Terrorism Act, every effort was
made to frame him as a terrorist. He
was tortured in police custody, pro-
nounced guilty in a media trial that
was based on prejudice rather than
truth, and given the death penalty.
His release at the last minute came
as the result of a powerful case
fought relentlessly by his legal
team, under the leadership of,
among others, Nandita Haksar, who
has made it her mission to defend
the human rights and civil liberties
of those falsely accused of being en-
emies of the state. Shattered by cus-
todial abuse, but nevertheless elo-
quent in his call for justice and his
defence of democracy, Geelani
walked free only to have bullets
pumped into his stomach a few
months later.

hat is the meaning of the

\ N / person of S.A.R. Geelani
in the political life of our

nation? Who is this man, and why
does death stalk him in the guise of
a hostile and ruthless state? Does
his nightmarish encounter with the
criminal justice system and with
police power reveal to us, in the
most alarming way possible, our

The author is with the Centre for
Law and Governance, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University, New Delhi

(¢
G\

Bare life

ANANYA VAJPEYI

own exposure as citizens of India, to
violence at the hands of the very
forces that are supposed to guard
our life and guarantee our liberty?
What is at stake for all of us —every
single person being a member of
some minority or the other — in the
life and death of this young academ-
ic, the father of two small children,
a teacher of language and litera-
ture, an inhabitant of the city of
Delhi, this man who is ordinary in
every way, and yet singled out for
extermination?

The contemporary Italian philo-
sopher, Giorgio Agamben, has writ-
ten in a manner that is both intellec-
tually persuasive and ethically com-

pelling, about a figure found in an-
cient Roman law called the Homo
Sacer. This is a man who is the most
vulnerable denizen of the political
community, because his absolute
vulnerability is the condition for
the absolute power of the ruler. The
Homo Sacer is placed under aban—
that is to say, he is banished from the
company of other men, and at the
same time abandoned by the legal
and juridical order. This state of
banishment and abandonment ren-
ders the life of the Homo Sacer less
than the politically-defined and
legally-protected life of a citizen: he
is reduced to what Agamben calls
“bare life” or “naked life”. In this
state, which lies outside the realms
of both politics and the law, the
Homo Sacer may be killed, without
any entailment in the form of pun-
ishment or reward, by anyone who

THE TELEGRAPY

wishes. The killing of this person is
neither a crime (for no law is bro-
ken), nor a sacrifice (for no ritual is
fulfilled). The ban excludes him
from both human law, which gov-
erns the sphere of political activity,
and divine law, which governs the
sphere of religious activity. The life
of the Homo Sacer is less than alife;
consequently, it can be extinguished
with impunity and without celebra-
tion.

Agamben delves deep into the
political and philosophical treatises
of ancient Rome to understand this
strange figure because he finds,
within the murderous space of the
Nazi concentration camp, the same

‘ What Geelani
represents is the
capacity inherent in all
of us to be killed by the
powers that be ,

utter abandonment or banishment
that does not make sense in the in-
clusive framework of modern citi-
zenship. The denizen of a camp was
not only less than a citizen, but he
had no recourse to man or god, to
human help or divine intervention.
The life of a camp-inmate had no
legal or sacred value attached to it
— it could be ended without any pre-
tence of due process, and equally
without any justification as to the

15 FEB 2003

ritual purposes of such killing. In a
camp, a human being’s life was pre-
cisely, and only, his potential to be
killed. This is why Hitler could
speak of the extermination of Jews
“as lice”. Thus every person in
Auschwitz, according to Agamben,
is a Homo Sacer: neither a criminal,
nor a sacrificial victim, and yet
consigned to death.

he sovereign power of the
I Nazi state was predicated on
the reduction of the Jew to
bare life. Consider this startling
fact: S.A.R Geelani is the Homo
Sacer of the Indian state, which
seeks tobolster its fragile sovereign-
ty by sequestering this man, chosen
at random, from every discourse of
law, justice, politics or religion, and
killing him, piain and simple, be-
cause it can. If the state cannot kill
him (because the judiciary curbs
the absolute power of the state),
then it turns out that actually any-
one can kill him, because he is
marked by the fatal ban: here is one
who is cast away from the communi-
ty of men and evicted from the shel-
ter of the law; to take the life of this
man does not amount to homicide.
Geelani has not committed any
crime. He has no discernible politi-
cal ambition vis-d-vis Kashmir and
its problems with India. He was not
chosen by any Pakistani jihadi
group to be their martyr, nor was he
designated by any separatist outfit
to be their suicide bomber in the De-
cember 13 attack. He has never
sought to identify himself as a Mus-
lim in any politically meaningful
way whatsoever, leave aside as a
challenge, an affront, an offence or a
threat to the country. He does not
represent any terrorist organiza-
tion.

What Geelani does represent,
unfortunately for him, is the capaci-
ty inherent in all of us to be killed
by the powers that be, the moment
the armour of citizenship falls
away from us. The danger to our
parliament — and to the free and
fair nation it is supposed to stand
for — was not from some plot that
Geelani might have hatched (but in
fact did not hatch) with others who
were out to undermine Indian
democracy, but rather, from the
state’s own zeal to get Geelani, at
whatever cost, regardless of his in-
nocence. If Geelani is wounded, it is
our freedom that lies bleeding at the
door. This time he has barely es-
caped with his life, but the message
is loud and clear: if we are not care-
ful about the state of our freedom,
then the state can and will reduce us
all to bare life. And that is only a
gunshot away from death.
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~ New Delhi, Feb. 14: S.A.R.

\_Geelani, who was acquitted
in the Parliament attack
case, broke his silence today
— a week after being shot at
by unidentified assailants.

The Delhi University lec-
turer, who is recovering at
the All India Institute of M-
edical Sciences from injuries
sustained in the attack outsi-
de Nandita Haksar’s residen-
ce on February 8, issued a
written statement through
the lawyer pointing a finger
at the role of the special cell
of Delhi police.

Geelani, who was today
questioned by sleuths after
doctors declared him fit, al-
leged in the statement issued
to the media that Delhi police
had tried to frame him in the
attack on the House on De-
cember 13, 2001, and is now
ont to harm him.

é The lecturer’s statement
stablished that there was
Jonly one attacker. “That nig-
ht, I parked near the park. I
got down from my car and
checked whether or not the
doors were locked,” he said.

“Then I saw a man stand-
ing on the other side with a
pistol or revolver held in both
hands. He was of medium
height, wearing trousers and
shirt, with a wheatish compl-
exion, trimmed hair and un-
shaven. He did not have spec-
tacles,” said the statement.

Geelani raised doubts
about the role of the Delhi
police special cell over the
attack on him.

“I do not, obviously, know
for certain whether it was a
policeman of the special
branch who tried to kill me
on February 8, 2005. But
there are certain facts that
need to be investigated.”

The lecturer alleged that
his phones are being tapped
and his movements watched.
No one other than Haksar
knew that he would be going
to the lawyer’s house, point-
ed out the lecturer.

Geelani said he had been
attacked when in Tihar jail
and alleged that there has
been no attempt to investi-
gate this. “There has been no
probe on the incident despite Y
the All India Defence Com- 1 5 F E5 ?805
mittee filing a complaint be-
fore the National Human
Rights Commission,” he said.

Geelani disputed police
statements that he was not
giving a statement and said
he “never had any intention
of not giving” his statement.

“Till Sunday, February 13,
2005, my wound had not been
stitched. All these days, I had
several tubes sticking into
various parts of my body and
1 had not had even a drop of
water on the day the police
tried to pressure me into giv-
ing a statement,” he said.

“I was feeling very weak
and not feeling up to giving
any statement when they
gave out the news that I had
‘refused’ to give my state-
ment,” said the lecturer.

Geelani alleged that he
and his family, who are in
shock, are being harassed by
the police. The lecturer has
protested over the manner in
which the police have seized
his car, PAN card, bank docu-
ments and comptutet.

“Naturally, I will be asked
whom I do suspect. I do not
have any personal enmiity
with anyone. I am saddened
to read that the police have
tried to blame Mohammad
Afzal and Shaukat (co-accu-
sed in the House attack case).
It was Afzal who told the me-
dia that I was being framed
and the police told him not to
speak about me,” he said.
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Delhi Police to grill
him on the attack

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 10

THE CONDITION of SAR
Geelani — the Zakir Hus-
sain College lecturer who
was shot on Tuesday night
— improved on Thursday.
Delhi Police hope they can
question him on Friday and
unravel the mystery behind
the attack.

The police are probing
whether Geelani was at-
tacked by an unstable reli-
gious fundamentalist upset
at his being acquitted in the
Parliament attack case, but
haven't ruled out the ‘per-
sonal enmity’ angle, either.

On Thursday, Geelani's
friends and relatives sound-
ed less critical of Delhi Po-
lice — with some of them
conceding that the police
were not necessarily in-
volved in the attack.

On Wednesday, Geelani's
lawyer, Nandita Haksar, out-
side whose house Geelani
was shot, had reportedly
said that Delhi Police's Spe-
cial Branch had master-
minded the attack.

But the police bitterly
complained about the delay
in informing them about the
incident. Haksar only called
the police after she and her

husband rushed Geelani to
the AIIMS.

Crime Branch officers
said they would get a better
picture of the sequence of
events only after they spoke
to Geelani.

They want to know what
happened from the time
Geelani parked his car near
Haksar's thome in Vasant
Enclave till the time he
reached her doorstep after
sustaining three bullet
wounds. The police said
Geelani's escape was provi-
dential. "He was hit thrice
— and five bullets were fired
at him. The men, or man,
were clearly out to kill
him”, said a senior officer.
Officers also said it was not
uncommon for a victim not
to bleed after being hit.

"The bullets are 7.65 bore.
These only puncture the
body -— unlike the .303,
which would burst and lead
to profuse bleeding. Also, he
was wearing winter clothes
and this may have prevent-
ed blood from dropping on
the ground”, said an officer.

The Crime Branch's in-
ter-state cell is investigating
the case and has constituted
10 teams, some of which
have been dispatched out-
side Delhi, as well.
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Life hasnt
been easy

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 10

DECEMBER 13, 2001. The
day that changed Syed Ab-
dul Rehman (SAR) Gee-
lani's life forever.

When the Zakir Hussain
College lecturer was
lodged in jail while his
case was being heard by
the court, Geelani alleged
that the policemen were af-
ter his life. Even after he
was acquitted by Delhi
High Court, Geelani often
found it difficult to find an
auto to go back home, say
his collegeaues at the col-
lege. "We’d wait till 1ate af-
ter college to ensure that
he got his ride home.
Sometimes, it would take
almost an hour simply to
catch a three-wheeler”,
said Zakir Hussain (Eve-
ning) staff association pre-
sident Mahmood Fayyaz.

Geelani had expressed
fear the day he stepped out
of Tihar after his acquit-
tal. "The danger isn’t over
and I fear for my life..." he
had said in his first-ever
media interaction on Octo-
ber 30, 2003.

SAR Geelani

“Attempts were made on
my life while I was in the
prison, though I was kept
in a high-security cell.
They (the police) tried to
poison me”, he had al-
leged. His colleagues said
Geelani was forced to buy
a car as he felt several in-
telligence agencies were
keeping a watch on him.
Geelani was escorted by
his students to and from
college to his house till
many days after acquittal.
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“8C seeks repo

Statesman News Service g

NEW DELHI, Feb. 9. — A day after the
attempt on the life of SAR Geelani, the
Capital was rocked by protests and
demonstrations by academicians and
human rights activists. Geelani’s wife
Arifa blamed the police for carrying out
the attack, and the Delhi Police had a
tough time explaining its side of the story.

A Supreme Court Division Bench
(coram, Reddi, Naloekar, 1J) directed
the Delhi Police to file a report on the
incident within a week. The Supreme
Court is already hearing the Parliament
attack case. Delhi Police has filed an
appeal against Geelani’s acquittal in
Delhi High Court.

As soon as the Bench assembled, seni-
or counsel Mr Ram Jethmalani, appeari-
ng on behalf of Geelani, pointed out that

THE STATESMAN

MGeelam
filed an affidavit on 14 March last

ar expressing apprehensions that his
client might be killed in a false
encounter. He submitted that ultimately
his client was shot at and seriously
injured. Alleging that the prosecuting
agency (police) itself was involved in the
incident, Mr Jethmalani sought a direc-
tion for a CBI probe into the matter. The
Bench, however, sought a report from
the Delhi Police. At the AIIMS, Gee-
lani’s condition was stated to be critical
but out of danger. Doctors extracted thr-
e bullets from his body.

Police maintained that Geelani nei-
ther asked for security cover nor told
them about any threat to his life.
Officers also denied that his and his
lawyer’s phones were being tapped.
Delhi Police commissioner Dr KK Paul
briefed the Union home minister who
met the Prime Minister in the evening.
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Pak human rlghts
‘record ‘abysmal’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 8

“THE WORST incidents of
sectarian madness took
place in 2004,” says the lat-
est report of the Human
Rights Commission of Pak-
istan (HCRP), “with attacks
in Quetta, Karachi, Lahore,
Multan, Sialkot and Gilgit
(in 2005)”, a damning indict-
ment of Islamabad’s efforts
to find fault with venues
like Ahmedabad for the
forthcoming tour of the
Pakistani cricket team to
this country. The report, re-
leased last week, has come
as a major blow to Pakistan,
which takes pride in peren-
nially flaunting what it calls
India’s poor record on hu-
man rights in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Islamabad’s intolerance
of, and growing impatience
with, any form of dissent
was one of the major fac-
tors responsible for what
the report, released last
week, calls the deteriorat-
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ing human rights situation
in Pakistan. This was in-
creasingly evident in at-
tempts to restrict political
freedoms, including the
right of assembly and the
freedom of expression
(Javed Hashmi, Shahbaz
Sharif, Asif Zardari being
major examples). The use of
force, according to the re-
port, is the first option pur-
sued and governance “was
marked by a near total lack
of transparency”, with de-
tails of armed action and
casualties in South Waziris-
tan kept secret.

The report. ‘State of Hu-
man Rights in Pakistan
2004’, the release of which
was delayed because “some
of the problems which Pak-
istan faces also affect the
HCRP”, the main concerns
have been the “serious in-
crease in sectarian vio-
lence”, and the ‘helpless’
government has no appara-
tus to control the sectarian
violence”. Physical bound-
aries of sectarian violence

in Pakistan coincide with
the geographical bound-
aries of the country. There
was no attempt, according
to the authors of the report,
to address ‘root causes of
militancy to assess why im-
mature young men choose
to link up with extremist
forces, or to rehabilitate
militants who had taken up
the cause over the years, un-
der policies patronized by
the state. Hundreds of mili-
tants continued to be
trained in seminaries”, and
“there appears 1o be a gen-
eral ‘hatred’ in people”.

While the year began
with high hopes, there has
been a general absence of
peace, the authors, inciud-
ing Tahir Muhammad
Khan, LA. Rahman,
Afrasayab Khattak and
Nasreen Azhar, said, “In
the region, all sides were
waiting for statesmanship
from leaders, so that people
can be taken out of the
‘fear’ situation they find
themselves in™.

0 9 FeB 2005



Guantanamo Bay Briton may sue U.K.

By Hasan Suroor qu ’

LONDON, FEB. 6. One of the five
Britons, freed from the U.S. de-
tention centre in Guantanamo
Bay last month, reportedly
plans to sue the British Govern-
ment for its alleged role in his
arrest and incarceration for
nearly three years without
charge.

Martin Mubanga (32), who
holds dual British and Zambian
nationality has alleged in an in-
terview with The Observer news-
paper that an M16 agent was
instrumental in consigning him
to Guantanamo Bay where, ac-
cording to him, he was tortured
and kept in inhumane

/
conditions. '\/

His solicitor\Louise Christian
said: “We are hoping to issue
proceedings for the malfea-
sance of (British) officials who
colluded with the Americans in
effectively kidnapping him and
taking him to Guantanamo
Bay.”

The Foreign Office would not
comment on the activities of in-
telligence agencies and a
spokesman was quoted as say-
ing that Mr. Mubanga’s “trans-
fer to Guantanamo Bay is a
matter for the Zambian and
American authorities”.

In his interview, Mr. Muban-
ga, a former motorcycle courier
in London, said that he was fal-
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sely accused of being an Al-
Qaeda activist. He said he had
nothing to do with the Al-Qaeda
and condemned the September
11 terror attacks.

“I do not approve the killing
of innocent men, women and
children,” he said.

Mr. Mubanga said that he
went to Afghanistan at the end
0f 2001 to study Islam and when
the war broke out he fled to Pa-
kistan. But his British passport
was stolen, and he used his
Zambian passport to go to Zam-
bia where he was later arrested
and accused of terrorist activ-
ities, he said.

He claimed that a Briton who
introduced himself as “Martin”

U7 FEB 2005

and said he worked for M16 in-
terrogated him and confronted
him with his British passport.
He said he was told that the
passport and some incriminat-
ing documents, purported to be
in his handwriting, were found |
in a cave in Afghanistan. f

“Mubanga pointed out that
his handwriting was nothing |
like that ...and said he had nev-
er seen the documents before,
or been to any caves,” The Ob-
server said adding that a few
days later he was “loaded on to
aplane ....and flown to Guanta-
namo Bay’’.

Mr. Mubanga gave graphic
details of his ill-treatment at
Guantanamo Bay.



A picture released by a British court martial on Tuesday in Germany claims to show Lance Corporal Darren Larkin standing

on an lraqgi detenu and Corporal Danlel Kenyon taking a photograph in the rear. This is to be used in the court
martial of three British soldiers from the Royal Regiment of Fusillers facing allegations that they
mistreated Iraqis. — AP/British court martial/hand-out

Blair calls abuse photos “shocking”

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN 19, The British Army
has been accused of re-enacting
the U.S.-inspired horrors of Abu
Ghraib prison after the publica-
tion of a series of photographs of
its soldiers allegedly torturing
and sexually abusing Iraqi
£ civilians.

An embarrassed Prime Minis-
ater Tony Blair admitted in the
% Commons on Wednesday that
§ the photographs were “shock-
i ing” and assured MPs that “ev-
i erything” would be done to

establish the circumstances in
which the alleged incidents took
*lace. Mr. Blair said he shared
the widespread  “disgust”
caused by the photographs tak-
2n in May 2003 in a British-run

camp outside Basra.

“We do not tolerate such ac-
tivities in any shape or form,” he
said but insisted that the “vast
majority” of British soldiers in
Iraq had served with “distinc-
tion” and the conduct of a few
should not be allowed to over-
shadow their work.

The chief of army staff Sir
Mike Jackson also condemned
the alleged abuse by his soldiers
but argued that “only a small
number”’ were said to have been
involved. “We condemn utterly
all acts of abuse. Where there is
evidence of abuse this is investi-
gated immediately.”

Labour as well as Opposition
MPs were concerned that the
scandal could fuel anger against
the occupation forces in Iraq in

the run-up to the elections.
Commentators said Britain had
now lost the high moral ground
it had taken about the conduct
of its troops vis-a-vis American
soldiers when they were ac-
cused of Abu Ghraib excesses.

Charles Kennedy, leader of
the Liberal Democrats, said the
pictures — widely seen across
the Arab world — were likely to
“increase the danger” to British
troops. The Tory leader Michael
Howard said the soldiers, ac-
cused of abuse, had brought
“shame to our army’’ and want-
ed to know what steps the Gov-
ernment proposed to take to
deal with it.

The photographs, produced
on Tuesday at a court martial of
three British soldiers for alleged-

ly abusing Iraqi civilians in the
weeks following the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein, dominated the
front pages. The Independent re-
produced nine pictures on its
front page calling them “A Cata-
logue of British Abuse” and The
Timesled with the headline, “Ar-
my’s Shame”, over a picture of a
soldier standing on a blindfold-
ed and cowering Iraqgi. Other im-
ages included one depicting two
Iraqis being forced to simulate
sex, and in another a man is tied
to a forklift. The victims were
rounded up after incidents of
“looting” at a storage depot. The
accused soldiers —Daniel Ke-
nyon, Mark Cooley and Darren
Larkin — face dismissal from the
Army and a jaitterm of up to 10
years if they are found guilty.
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Abu Gh

leader gets 10 yrs

Associated Press X b}
Fort Hood, January 16

ARMY  SPC. Charles
Graner Jr. — who grinned
in photos of Iraqi prisoners
being sexually humiliated
but told jurors, “I didn’t en-
joy what I did there” — was
sentenced on Saturday to 10
years behind bars in the
first court-martial stem-

ming from the Abu Ghraib
prison scandal.
Graner, labelled the

leader of a band of rogue
guards at the Baghdad
prison in late-2003, could
have received 15 years.

Asked if he felt remorse
after the sentence was
handed down, Graner said,
“There’s a war on. Bad
things happen”.

Graner will be dishon-
ourably discharged when
his sentence is completed.
He was also demoted to pri-
vate and ordered to forfeit
all pay and benefits.

A day after convicting
him, the jury of four army
officers and six senior en-
listed men deliberated for
about two hours to deter-
mine Graner’s sentence.

Graner, who had been
free prior to his trial, was
taken into custody after the
sentence was read. He gave
his mother, Irma, a big hug
and his father, Charles Sr.,
a firm handshake before
the jury foreman read the
sentence. “He’s scared to
death”, Irma Graner said
later.

Graner was accused of
stacking naked prisoners in
a human pyramid and later
ordering them to mastur-
bate while other soldiers
took photographs. He also
allegedly punched one man
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AFP
Charles Graner is escorted to
military prison in shackles
after his court-martial in Fort
Hood, Texas, on Saturday.

in the head hard enough to
knock him out, and struck
an injured prisoner with a
collapsible metal stick.

Defence lawyer Guy
Womack said his client and
the six other Abu Ghraib gu-
ards charged with abuses
were being made scapegoa-
ts, but added that he thought
the jury did its job well.

“I firmly believe there
should’ve been reasonable
doubt, but we respect their
decision”, he said outside
the courthouse. He added
that he had feared Graner
could have received a
harsher sentence than the
10-year term,

Prosecutors Maj. Mich-
ael Holley and Capt. Chris
Graveline would not speak
to reporters, but they said
in a joint statement: “We

raib abuse

think it’s important tha
the world was able to ob
serve this court-martial”.
Under military  court
rules, Graner’s case will be
automatically appealed to
the Army Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals. Graner did not
testify at his trial, but, dur-
ing the sentencing phase on
Saturday, he took the wit-
ness stand to repeat the de-
fence claim the jury clearly
rejected: that he had been
ordered by intelligence ag-
ents at Abu Ghraib to abuse
the prisoners to make them
easier to interrogate.
Womack asked him why
he was smiling in the infa-
mous photos, some of
which were shown while
Graner spoke. “I'm smiling
now, and that’s a nervous
smile,” Graner said.

Ve
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NHRC upset with
junior seer arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13 N

THE NHRC, which had
so far chosen to ignore the ar-
rests of the Sankaracharayas
of the Kanchi Mutt by the Jay-
alalithaa government, has fi-
nally jumped intoit.

The Commission today
took strong expection to the
manner in which junior
Sankaracharaya Vijeyendra
Swaraswati was arrested and
asked the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to explain the circum-
stances surrounding it.

Interestingly, the commis-
sion took cognizance of the
media reports about the
episode while no petition was

filed by anyone. l |

The NHRC'’s objection is
also about the ‘selective leak-
age’ of the video footage of the
interrogation of
Sankracharaya  Jayendra
Saraswati by the Tamil Nadu
police through TV channels.

The Commission said this
“raises an issue about the right
of a person facing investiga-
tion to a fair trial — a constitu-
tional imperative.” It ques-
tioned the Tamil Nadu
government’s hasty move of
arresting the junior
Sankaracharaya Vijeyendra
Swarswati “within hours of the
Supreme Court granting the
bail to the senior
Sankracharaya.”

-
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port on ‘selective

leakage’ of video on Acharya

HD Y y J. Venkatesan 14 \

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. The Natiorjal
Human Rights Commission to-
day asked the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment to send a report on the
“selective  leakage” through
some television channels of vid-
eo excerpts of the alleged police
interrogation of the Kanchi San-
karacharya, Sri Jayendra Saras-
wathi, on Wednesday.

In a suo motu action, the
Commission headed by the
Chairperson,  Justice  AS.
Anand, while considering the
telecast of the video excerpts se-
lectively leaked by the police
through some television chan-

nels, said, “it raises an issue
about the rights of a person fac-
ing investigation to a fair trial —
a Constitutional imperative.”
The Commission therefore
called upon the Chief Secretary,
Tamil Nadu, and the Director-
General of Police to furnish a
factual report on the selective
leakage of the video excerpts.
It also said that from various
reports appearing in the media,
both print and electronic, it had
come to the Commission’s no-
tice that within hours of the or-
der of the Supreme Court
directing the release on bail of
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi in the
“Sankararaman murder case,”
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the junior Sankaracharya, who
was offering puja in the Kanchi
Mutt, was told by the police that
he was being taken into
custody.

It was reported that the po-
lice entered the Mutt, a place of
worship, without any permis-
sion. Further, the devotees of
the Mutt felt that the absence of
both Sri Jayendra Saraswathi
and Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi
would affect the centuries-old
tradition of offering daily pujas
and had hurt their sentiments.
The Commission also sought a
report from the State Govern-
ment within two weeks on the
arrest of the junior Acharya.



“US soldier 1aughed dyring abuse
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Associated Press ’ \ ’};\ \
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Texas, January 12

A SYRIAN inmate at Abu
Ghraib prison has testified on
videotape played for a jury that
Army Spc. Charles Graner mer-
rily whistled, sang and laughed
while brutalising him and
forced him to eat pork and drink
alcohol in violation of his Mus-
lim faith.

Amin al-Sheikh, in a deposi-
tion played at Graner’s court-
martial, said Graner threatened
more than once to kill him and
told him to thank Jesus for
keeping him alive.

The inmate also said he lis-
tened through his cell wall as

Graner and other Americans
forced a Yemeni prisoner to eat
from a toilet.

Asked if Graner appeared to
enjoy hurting him, al-Sheikh
said through an interpreter:
“He was laughing. ... He lau-
ghed. He was whistling. He was
singing.”

He described Graner as the
“primary torturer” and “a natu-
rally aggressive man” — a char-
acterisation that led Graner, sit-
ting in the courtroom, to roll his
eyes and chuckle.

Graner is the first soldier ac-
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cused in the Abu Ghraib scan-
dal to go on trial.

Prosecutors allege the Army
reservist was the ringleader of
the abuse. Three fellow guards
from the 372nd Military Police
Company have pleaded guilty to
abusing detainees.

Graner is charged with con-
spiracy, assault, committing in-
decent acts and other offenses.
He could get to 17 1/2 years in a
military prison if convicted.

Al-Sheikh said he went to
Iraq in 2003 to fight US-led
forces, and he was taken to Abu
Ghraib after being captured
with AK-47 assault rifles,
grenades and bomb-making ma-
terial.



