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South Asian area studies are becoming more and more
compiex. On the eve of the third round of the composite
dialogue in the new year, it is just as well that India has put
Pakistan on notice over the terrorist camps. Yet the custo-
mary assertiveness towards the western neighbour confirms
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s lament in Mumbai about the “ab-
sence of an integrated-foreign policy”. Willy-nilly it has also
exposed the grotesque imbalance in the corresponding policy
“towards the eastern front. The MEAs low-key approach has
often been éxploited by Bangladesh in its anxiety to be more
1 strident in defending its case when an irritant has arisen. The
“irritants that have been raised with Pakistan are strikingly
\ germanc in the context of Bangladesh, notably the need to
" dismantle terror camps and the urgency of border fencing. -
There has been far less of assertion and more of tinkering
in relations with Bangladesh. Which explains why no tangible
headway has been made on thie eastern flank on any of the
issues that have so stridently been raised with Pakistan. On
the contrary, equations have suffered a setback on account of
the MEA’s pussyfooting. Border fencing remains a critical
area of friction, and Dhaka now reinforces its refusal through
occasional bluster and irresponsible semantic quibbling. It
makes confusion worse confounded by. referring to the fence
as “defence activity”. Bangladesh has been consistently firm
in its opposition to the fence, a move India considers essential
to curb the regular influx of migrants and the movement of
militants from the north-east. Just as J & K militants are using
* Pakistan as a base, so too are NE militants crossing over to’
Bangladesh to use its territory as a “launching pad”. Delhi’s
concern over the terrorists on the west is in stark contrast to
the wooly approach towards the east. For all the simulated
bonhomie at the Saarc summits and the officers’ mess eupho-
ria over Vijay Divas on 16 December, it remained for Mr RS
Mooshahary, the Director-General of the BSF, to gauge the
level to which bilateral equations have slumped - “the
eastern flank is going to create more problems for India than
the border with Pakistan on the western front”. Not to put too
fine a point on it, Bangladesh today poses a more insidious
danger than Pakistan. And thg MEA is perhaps much too
embarrassed to endorse the BSF chief’s assessment.
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eign policy

UPA Government’s foreign policy is subservient to the United States, says Advani

Neena Vyas

MUMBAI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party here on Tuesday charged
the United Progressive Alliance
government with failure in the
management of India’s foreign
policy resulting in a “drift,” but
differences appeared to have
surfaced between Mr. Vajpayee
and the party’s resolution on
foreign policy.

Party president L.K. Advani
went a step further saying the
UPA’s foreign policy was “sub-
servient” to the United States.
Mr, Jaswant Singh, who moved
the foreign policy resolution at
the party’s Mumbai conclave, re-
called the “midnight decision” of
the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment on India’s vote in Vienna
on the issue of Iran’s alleged nu-
clear weapons programme to re-
inforce the point that India had
done what the United States
wanted it to without proper con-
sultations and consensus at
home.

However, former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who
intervened briefly in the debate
on the resolution, virtually ex-
cused himself for not saying any-
thing substantial. “Why should I
speak on foreign policy? I don’t
understand it. The subject is
complex and the language used
is extraordinary,” he said, adding
mysteriously that “the language
lof the resolution] was beauti-
ful,” that is, full of fine phrases,
signifying little. He also said,

"~ much to the discomfiture of the

party: “it would have been better
if more time had been devoted to
discussing the subject [of the
resolution].”

Mr. Vajpayee’s brief interven-
tion was seen as criticism of the
party’s resolution that has ques-
tioned the UPA government’s
approach. His advice to the party
was that such complex issues
needed to be more thoroughly
debated before a stand is taken

THE FRONTRUNNER: Senior' BJP leader Rajnath Singh, who is widely expected to succeed L.K. Advani as the party
president, with Rgjasthan Chief Minister Vasundhra Raje at the second day of the organisation’s national executive
meeting in Mumbai on Tuesday. - PHOTO: PTI

and made pubhc. In a way, he
was seen to have disassociated
himself from the resolution.

The resolution held the Gov-
ernment responsible for dete-
riorating security environment
as a result of unrest in Nepal on
which “the UPA must explicitly
state its policy and approach”;
and illegal immigration from
Bangladesh that continues to
“export terrorism” and shelter
“Indian terrorists” with no iden-
tifiable Government policy on

THE HINCU

how to deal with this. On Pakis-
tan, the BJP charged that “in re-
ality India has abandoned the
issue of cross border terrorism”
and there was “a complete lack
of coordination, total confusion,
and a drift of policy manage-
ment.” The party made it clear
that it was for expanding the
constituency of peace, but “not
at the cost of India.”

It was on Indo-U.S. relations
that the BJP was most critical of
the Government, charging it

with accepting an “asymmetrical
relationship” which spelt “capit-
ulation,” “not strategic partner-
ship. In short, the effort was to
show that the Vajpayee govern-
ment had improved relations
with the U.S. but had proceeded
on a “partnership” basis, but the
UPA had a policy of “subser-
vience” to the U.S.

Concept rubbished

Finally, the party rubbished a
“concept floated by certain

American think tanks” suggesti-
ng the establishment of a “Unit-
ed States of Kashmir” whose
sovereignty should be shared by
India and Pakistan.

The party reiterated that “the
entire State of Jammu and Kash-
mir is an integral part of India”
and the “BJP will never allow
any compromise” on this.

More reports on Page 12




India needs
to look East:
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Manmohan

“We need faster growth of our
economic exchanges with China”

Amit Baruah

KUALA LUMPUR: India does not
need to look West to attract in-
vestment, but should focus on
South-East Asia and East Asia as
the region had the largest sav-
ings surplus in the world, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said
on Sunday.

Dr. Singh said East Asia and
South-East Asia were of the
“greatest importance” to India
as it sought more investment.
Talking to correspondents en
route to Kuala Lumpur, Dr.
Singh said India had a “benign”
relationship with South-East
Asia and had no disputes with
any country in this part of the
world.

Free trade area pact

Reiterating India’s determi-
nation to conclude a free trade
area agreement with the Associ-
ation of South-East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), Dr. Singh said
New Delhi’s vision at the East
Asia Summit (EAS) was to bring
about an Asian Economic Com-
munity.

Chinese investments
welcome

He said an Asian Economic
Community would constitute a
“new magnet, a new pole” for
growth and stability in the world
economy. Asked about the re-
sistance in New Delhi to the op-
eration of Chinese companies,
Dr. Singh said he welcomed Chi-
nese investments.

“We need faster growth of our
economic exchanges with China.
Our trade is growing at a healthy
rate. I expect that in years to
come more Indian companies
will invest in China. Several In-
dian pharmaceutical companies
are already in China,” he said.

“Misconception”

Asked if China was trying to
limit India’s growth, Dr. Singh
said it was a “misconception”
that the countries were compet-
itors. “India and China are part-
ners. It is our effort to engage
Chinain greater economic inter-
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A fast-growing Indian
economy and a
growth rate of seven
to eight per cent
would have a
beneficial impact on
South-East Asia

action. Our relations with China
are moving in a healthy direc-
tion.”

India and China had also been
able to agree on basic guiding
principles to resolve their bor-
der dispute. “We are hopeful
that we can make progress not
only in economic relations with
China, but also in resolving our
border issue.”

Dr. Singh told presspersons
on board his special aircraft that
a fast-growing Indian economy
with a GDP of $700 billion and
an annual growth rate of seven
to eight per cent would have a
beneficial impact on the South-
East Asian region as a whole.

Terming the Congress party
as the author of India’s “Look
East” policy, he said India’s
trade with East Asia and ASEAN
was growing at a “handsome
rate.” In the years to come, in-
vestment flows would figure
prominently in exchanges be-
tween Asean and East Asia, he
added. In a sense, the level of
current contacts reflected the
“fulfilment” of India’s Look East
policy.

‘Permanent
arrangements’

Asked if India would be in the
“core committee” of the process
that would drive the EAS for-
ward, Dr. Singh said that all this

‘7

was a matter for discussion at
the Summit. Possible “perma-

nent arrangements” that the
EAS might put in place would
also be discussed.

Dr. Singh said Europe, Amer-

ica and Asia must “adopt con- :
vergent policies” to boost world

economic growth.
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SINGH-PUTIN FOURTH MEETING THIS YEAR ON TUESDAY

ON BOARD PM'S SPECIAL
AIRCRAFT/ NEW DELHI, Dec. 4.
— Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh today said India’s strategy to
resolve the Iran nuclear issue within
the IAEA jurisdiction and not aliow it
to go to the UN Security Council
seems to be working. “Our concern
has been to find a solution of the
problem and not allow it go to the UN
Security Council and resolve it within
IAEA. I am glad to say that our strat-
egy as of now seems to be working,”
he told reporters accompanying him
on a three-day visit to Moscow.

He said India had been talking to
various players, including European
Union, Russia and China, to find a
solution to the problem.

Asked whether there was a road-
block in the Indo-US nuclear deal
and whether New Delhi was looking
at Russia for supply of nuclear reac-
tors, Dr Singh said India and the
USA had working groups and “we
are hopeful that things will work out
in a way we envisage.”

The Prime Minister arrived in
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Moscow later to a red carpet wel-
\come on his three-day visit, during
which he will hold talks with Russian
resident Mr Vladimir Putin in the
emlin at the sixth Indo-Russian
annual summit on Tuesday.

He was received at the Vnukovo-2
VVIP airport by Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Mr Alexander
Zhukov, Indian Ambassador to the
Russian Federation, Mr Kanwal
Sibal and senior Russian officials. A
iri-Services guard of honour was
lined up to welcome Dr Singh.

After the ceremonial welcome, Dr
Singh and his team drove straight to
Hote] Baltschug Kempinski, located
just opposite the Kremlin, across the
Moskva river.

The Prime Minister will start the
official part of his visit tomorrow by
receiving the degree of Professor
Honoris Causa of Russia’s oldest
varsity, Moscow State University.

Russia’s  energy minister Mr
Viktor Khristenko and vice-premier
and defence minister Mr Scrgei
Ivanov will call on him separately
tomorrow at the hotel.

Later, Dr Singh is to address an
Indo-Russian business meet organ-
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ised ]omtly by the FICCI aLd the CII
who have sent a 14-member delega-
tion to Moscow.

In New Delhi, before his departure,
Dr Singh said ties with Russia were
key to the creation of a “secure and
stable multi-polar world”. “My visit to
Moscow is I believe a signifier of the
importance both our countries attach
to our relations with each other,” he
said in a departure statement.

Harking back half a century in his-
tory, Dr Singh said: “I am honoured
that my visit is taking place exactly 50
years after India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru paid his landmark
visit to the then USSR, setting our
two nations on the path of an endur-
ing strategic partnership. This part-
nership is a cornerstone of India’s for-
eign policy and the declared priority
for both our countries.”

Noting that it would be his fourth
meeting with President Putin this
year, he said he identified defence
partnership as “the most prominent
facet of our interaction”.

India and Russia, he hoped, would
build a long-term partnership in ener-
gy security. He added that he would
explore ways to enhance trade too.



Special Correspordent

NEW DELHI The Left Parties on
Wednesday told the United Pro-
gressive Aliance Government to
have o discussion in Parliament
o the country’s forelgn poliey
with spetial focus on West Asia
and on the onteome of the recent
South Asian Association of Re-
gional  Cooperation (SAAROD
sumymit

Promising that they would
play wconstractive role in ensur-
ing & smooth conduct of busi-
ness during the winter session of
Parllament thal got anderway
o Wednesday, Left leaders said
they would raise the issue of
emerging military relationships
with different countries, Includ-
©ing the efficacy of the joint exer-
[ cises with the United States and

some nther countries.

The Left parties and the UPA
| decided to counter the Opposi-
¢ tion move of bringing i an ad-

journment  motion  on  the
. Mitrokhin Archives by referring

» Promise constructive role
for smooth conduct of
Parilament. session

s To protest Centre's
decision to raise FDLin
te&ecom sectar

to ail

feaders

5 ugainst politicsl
< ned in hools: one by
Seyvmour Hersh (on CIA oper-
attons in Tndia), another by for-
mer  Waval  Chiel Vishou
Bhagwa! against then Defence
Winister George Fernandes and
a third book by & former telli-
genve officer o foreign funds
raised by the Bashtviyva Swayan-
sevak Sangh.

The Congress hos sxpressed
un\wlun“m‘ s o ovield W de-
fanryds by the {};)rsmwmn for 2
sston o the Mirrokhin i
tating that U was about
e bevelled in a book

Aware that the Qpposition is
keen to rake it up, the UFA and

Left parties seek debate in ...
Parliament on foreign policy o+

Leaders say they will also raise efficacy of joint military exercises with U.S.

the Left parties decided to goon
the offensive by referring Y
writhngs that would embarrass
the RIP-led Opposition since
some of the allogations periyin
to the thne when BIP leaders
Hke Atal Bihari Vajpaves and
LE. Advani were Ministers in
the Japata Party Government,

At a joint briefing laver, the
Laft lenders said they would fa-
cilitate a discussion on the Indie
an position at the impending
Mindsterial meeting of the WO
in Hong Kong from Decermnber 13
to 18 “We cannot stford to ex-
pose the agricuitural workers
and smadl and medinm organiss-
tans to profit-making oversess
compugies. The Government
mast digcuss i in Parlaent sa
that the country’s inlerest i
protected,” CP1 Lok Sabha tead-
ey Gurudas Dasgepta said,

Apart from ralsing the probe
loms being faced by the Tndian
labous dus to sgfnhmbaimn and
gronande veforins, the Left par-
ties decided to protest the Gov-
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ernment’s  decision to  raise
foreign direct investment in the |
telecom sector to 74 percent. ¢
The Government, according |
to Revolutionsry Socialist Party
M.P. Mano] Bhattacharys, plans
to introduce lagislation previd- |
i for reservation iy admission
to private professional institu-
tions. The parties also decided to
hightight commercialisation and
privatisation of higher educs-
tion,  especially “professional
education wl stressed on the
need for a regulatory mechas-
nigm o ensure that sccess to
highur educstion was not denied
to students from economically |
backward famities,

The UPA-Left Purliamentary |
parties mecting was sttended by
the Defence Minister snd Lok
Sabha leader. Pronsh Mukber-
the Parllamentary Affades
Minister, Privarasajan Dasmun-
si; CPL M) leaders Sitaram Yoo
chury and Nilotpal Basw and
CPY leaders S Sudhakar Reddy
and Grtudas Dasgupta,

W

<
o

ih)

P
1S

o

e



‘NO UN REFERENCE FOR IRAN’

" Govt toes
Left

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. —
With the Left letting all
know that it would make
things difficult for the gov-
ernment in Parliament sho-
uld it stick to its anti-
Teheran stand, the UPA
government and its main
block of supporters today
reversed their position.
They agreed that the Iran
nuclear issue should rem-
ain within the jurisdiction
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency and not be
referred to the United
Nations Security Council.
“The government has ap-
prised the Left parties of
the progress made with dip-
lomatic efforts (on the mat-
ter). It was noted that the
Centre’s intention was to
ensure that the matter rem-
ained within the IAEAs
jurisdiction,” Finance min-
ister Mr P Chidambaram

said after a two-hour meet--

ing of the Left-UPA Coord-
ination Committee, chaired
by Dr Manmohan Singh.
CPI-M Politburo. mem-
ber Mr Sitaram Yechury,
who was present at the me-
eting, said: “We have always
maintained that any dispute
over Iran’s nuclear capa-
bility should be kept within
the confines of the JAEA
and not taken to the UNSC.
Iran is a signatory to the
NPT (Non-Proliferation
Treaty) and has its rights
and obligations. The Centre

0. € e ¥ Im

line

US goes eusy
VIENNA, Nov. 21. — The USA
and its European allies will not
push to have Iran referred to
the UNSC iater this week, giv-
ing Russia time to Iry to per-
suade Tehran to compromise
with its nuclear activities, diplo-
mats and officials. — AP
is willing to make dipl-
omatic efforts. This is con-
sistent with our (Left’s)
stand.”

Asked what if the Centre
had to vote at the 24 Nov-
ember IAEA meet, he said:
“The next vote will mean
the matter goes to the UN-
SC. We will oppose that
and the Centre is working
on it. It’s also possible that
no voting will be required
at all.” A Congress source
said even if the worst came
to the worst, the Left was
not going to “destabilise”
the government.

UPA chief Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, defence minister
Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
CPI-M general secretary
Mr Prakash Karat, CPI sec-
retary Mr D Raja and RSP
leader Mr Abani Roy also
attended the meeting.

Mr Yechury expressed
his satisfaction with the way
the probe into the Volcker
allegations was going. He
also said the Left parties to-
day agreed to consider gov-
emment proposals to shed
a small percentage of sta-
kes in non-Navratna profit-
making PSUs on a case-to-
case basis.
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HE LATESTﬁ}ernau
ic Energy Agency report on Iran
has brought out clearly why it
was necessary to threaten Iran
with a referral to the UN Security Coun-
cil on the subject of its nuclear cheating.

Because of the September 24 vote, sup- .

ported by India over the protests of the
Left and its fellow travellers, Iran has
turned over documents detailing data
it had received from the A.Q. Khan net-
work on fabricating nuclear weapons.
Iran claims that it did not solicit the data
— relating to casting and machining
uranium metal into cores for nuclear
weapons — nor has it used it. Given the
gravity of the situation, and the record
of Teheran’s past deceptions, we cannot
simply take Iran at its word. It must tell
us why it chose to keep this critical in-
formation secret all this time. Further,
the revelation has brought up the patent
need for Pakistan and A.Q. Khan to pro-
vide a complete accounting of its in-
credibly irresponsible behaviour on nu-
clear proliferation.

In these circumstances, Iran’s deci-
sion to process a new batch of uranium
last week, days ahead of the IAEA
board meeting that will consider the

THE HSDUST AN TIMES

al Atom- % ‘new report, seems like an act
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calcu-
lated brinkmanship. The Iranin defi-
ance, carefully calibrated with spmeco-
operation, only underscores the IAEA
belief that more openness is “indispen-
sable and overdue.”

India’s move to vote with the majority
in the IAEA calling for Teheran to com-
ply with the letter and spirit of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty had persuaded the
CPI(M) that to urge Iran to observe
rules it had accepted voluntarily was
somehow undermining India’s foreign
policy. Actually, by making such a
furore, it is the Left which has danger-
ously damaged India’s independent for-
eign policy and virtually sought to give
Teheran a veto on our policy-making
processes. Iran’s whole attitude in this,
including its rejection of very reason-
able compromise suggestions that ura-
nium enrichment be done in a joint proj-
ect in Russia, appears to be a part of the
general hardline being taken by its new
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. But
this shift has occurred in Iran, not India
or the IAEA or the EU. Yet, the Left
seems determined to thoughtlessly
make New Delhi look feeble and?pless

4
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by insisting that it back Iran.
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' To wait for Govern ent to clarify stand

Special Correspondent \,\(]

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party has decided to adopt a
wait-and-watch policy on the
Iran nuclear issue.

A meeting to discuss the par-
ty’s stand on foreign policy is-
sues was held at the former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s residence on Saturday.
Although party leaders had in-
dicated that the BJP would dis-
cuss and then firm up its views
on the Iran issue, the subject was
apparently deferred.

“We discussed the situation in
Nepal and other foreign policy
issues, but on Iran we decided to
wait for the Government to first
clarify its stand,” BJP deputy
leader in the Lok Sabha VXK.
Mathotra said.

There is a view in the party
that since there are differences

between the Congress and the
Left parties on India’s vote on
the Iran issue in Vienna on Sep-
tember 24, the BJP should wait
and watch how the differences
developed rather than jump in
by clarifying its own stand.

The meeting was attended by
BJP president LK. Advani, the
former External Affairs Minis-
ters, Jaswant Singh and Yash-
want Sinha, the former principal
secretary to Mr. Vajpayee, Bra-
jesh Mishra and Mr. Malhotra.

Rather than a discussion on
Iran, a subject that is on the
Left’s priority list for the coming
winter session of Parliament,
the BJP wants to focus on the
Volcker Committee Report on
the oil-for-food scandal related
to Iraq. On the Volcker issue, the
BJP has already demanded a dis-
cussion under Rule 184 that en-
tails a vote.
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Of poets, planes and =
L forelgn policy

Statesman News Servzca

KRISHNAGAR, Nov. 6 — Within a
week, two prominent CPI-M politburo
members have voiced different opinions
regarding the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment’s foreign policy, causing confusion
among comrades.

On 30 October veteran CPI-M leader
and former chief minister Mr Jyoti Basu
said: “On the question of foreign policy
and a few other important issues the UPA
government has come closer to the views
of the Left Front”.

On the other hand, chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has said the
government’s decision to conduct joint
air exercises with the USA at the
Kalaikunda air-base threatens the coun-
try’s foreign policy. The exercises. due to
start tomorrow. are highly controversial.

Mr Bhattacharjee, who completes five
years in office today, said: “Deepening
military collaboration with the USA does
not augur well for India’s strategic inter-
ests and independent foreign policy. The
party is dead against this joint air exercise
with the USA and will gather thousands
of workers in front of the air base.

“In this regard, when Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh asked me over tele-

phone, I told him I have no support for
this policy. Dr Singh then asked me tc
resolve the matter. “The party, however,
will hold a peaceful agitation across the
state in protest”.

Considering these differing opinions,
many party workers are left wondering
what line they should take regarding the
UPA government’s foreign policy.

Confusion reigns among comrades
over their leader’s pro-American views
when it comes to direct foreign invest-
ment (FDI).

While in Krishnagar today to attend a
party rally and lay a foundation stone for
a Rs 1.35 crore manch to Bengali poet
Dwijendralal Ray, Mr Bhattacharjec
expanded on this theme.

Speaking at a rally at the Krishnaga:
Government College, Mr Bhattacharjec
said he was determined to carry ou
reforms to attract foreign investment i1
both industry and agriculture.

Mr Bhattacharjee also said he had nt
hesitation in welcoming FDI from the
USA, Europe and South East Asia t(
develop the infrastructure of agricultural
petrochemical and automobile sectors.

“Look at China and Vietnam”, he said
“They too are desperate to attract U¢
investment. There is no point in stickin;
to dogmas.”
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Nov. 2 — Outlining the
military benefits- of the
planned Indo-US joint air

exercise the CPI-M
believes would compromise
India’s defence and foreign
policies, Indian Air Force
officers today said that the
programme stands and that
they were looking forward
to it. o

The CPI-M state secretary,
Mr Anil Biswas, had yester-
day announced his party
would organise mass
protests- ‘around  the
Kalaikunda air base during
the exercises from 7 to 19
Novéember. Declining com-
ment on the  planned
protests, the officers said
on condition of anonymity

419
that they were continuing
preparations for the exer-
cises and had received no
intimation from the
Defence Ministry about
any change of plan. '
Mr Biswas, meanwhile, said
his party. would go" ahead
with the planned protests
even if the Air Force
changes its plan.

Earlier, during a vigit by
The Statesman to. the
Kalaikunda air base,
Squadron Leader S

Mukul, an MiG 27 pilot,

had said: “Such joint air
exercises are of great ben-

efit to us. By this we gaih

experience in radar work
and radio transmission.
Such co-operative exercis-
¢s also help us to gain bet-
ter knowledge of each

other’s air force.”

- |
Squadron Le:cgl ‘Mukul
had visited US air bases at .

.Misawa and Kadena in

Japan as part of the
exchange programme .to
train in the USAF’s ways of
working. -

“I'm eagerly waiting for
the day. During the exer-
cises, our day .will begin
around 5.-am. Qur US
counterparts  will .
briefed by meteorology
officers to familiarise

them with the climate,
‘They will also have to be .
told - abouyt signals and -

aerodrome facilities for
take off and landing,” the
Squadron Leader said. “It
is not that our boys and
US. Air Force men will
participate-  separately.
Men from both air forces
will . form offensive and

AT VTR 7”35

be

“foree”.
" after the success of Cope

sta

9’A Fonw
defensive -formations to
attack and defend a set
mission. Only simulated
devices would be used and
no aircraft would carry
weapons,” said Group
Captain TK Chatterjee,
chief operations officer.
He said: “Our mission is to
train together for co-oper-
ative’ security.” He said
there would be no night

" flights. Air Force officers

at the air base also said
such exercises “help us to
learn a lot "about each
othet’s Air Forces and if
the occasion so arises we
can function as a joint
They hope that

Thunder 2004 in Gwalior,
Cope Thunder 2005 at the
Kalaikunda airbase would
be a roaring success.
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Nov IAEA meet ‘acid test’ for India: Left

AP
External affairs minister K. Natwar Singh with Russian counterpart
Sergei Lavrov in Moscow. India and Russia are working closely to
find a solution to the Iran nuclear imbroglio.

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 28

FORMER DIPLOMATS and inter-
nationatl relations experts said in a
Left-sponsored seminar on Friday
that the UPA government had suc-
cumbed to US pressure in voting
against Iran at the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
meet held in Vienna last month.

CPI general secretary A.B. Bard-
han deplored as the “lowest point
in India’s foreign policy”, foreign
secretary’s recent statement that
India’s vote against Tehran was in-
tended to buy more time for diplo-
matic efforts.

By voting against Iran, and then
giving “ridiculous” excuses for do-
ing so, India has weakened its posi-
tion in international diplomacy
and exposed itself to the world that
it’s susceptible to the US pressure,
the experts said. They were speak-
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CPI LEADER and AITUC gener-
al secretary Gurudas Dasgupta
on Friday said the IT industry
was like any other industry and
there was no reason why its
workers could not go on strike as
a last resort. The industry, he
said, should not come to the cen-
trestage of political controver-
sies. “Political controversies will
only embolden the masters of

the industry to avoid implement-
ing labour laws”, he said.

The AITUC leader, who took
up violation of labour laws with
the government, said IT workers
should have a right to form uni-
ons and collective bargain. The-
re was need that a trade union
movement was built up and
strengthened in the industry “as
it was a den of exploitation”.

Dasgupta in favour of strike by IT workers

Since the industry lived on out-
sourced jobs, the IT workers had
every right to go on strike, as the
countries they served also wit-
nessed strikes by workers. The
production centres of the [T in-
dustry were like any other man-
ufacturing industry, he said, add-
ing that all labour laws were th-
us applicable to the IT Industry.
HTC, New Delhi

ing at the seminar titled ‘India’s In-
dependent Foreign Policy,” organ-
jsed by the Committee on India’s
Independent Foreign Policy.

Later, while speaking to the me-
dia, Bardhan said, “They’ve given

ridiculous explanations for their
earlier action. The next meeting
will be the UPA’s acid test.

“The foreign secretary’s state-
ment that India had voted against
Iran to buy more time to resolve the

issue was the lowest point in In-
dia’s foreign policy”, he added.
Former diplomat M.K. Bhadra-
kumar — who has served in Mos-
cow, Islamabad, Kabul and Tash-
kent —termed the decision “totally

incomprehensible” and said it was
a political decision and not a tech-
nical or legal one. “Iran has a larg-
er-than-life presence in West Asia”
he observed.

Former diplomat Satish Chan-
dra said India’s vote against Iran
would have long-term implications
for India and that it had lost a lot of
room for manoeuvrability in inter-
national diplomacy. “There’s no
proof that Iran has been weaponis-
ing its nuclear programme. No
proper assessment of the pro-
gramme has been done either. The
argument has been unfairly
weighted against Iran”, Chandra
added.

Former Indian ambassador to
Iran Akbar Khaleeli said Iran and
India shared a deep relationship
that went back thousands of years.
“We should let the US and Iran sort
out theirs. India shouldn’t be a par-
ty to it”, Khaleeli said.
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PRANAY SHARMA(\/

New Delhti, Oct. 27: Delhi has
risked jeopardising its civilian
nuclear deal with Washington
by saying it doesn’t want
Iran’s nuclear programme to
be referred to the UN Security
Council: it would rather see
the issue resolved at the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

Delhi has also expressed
its desire for “long-term” ener-
gy cooperation with Iran.

These remarks by foreign
minister Natwar Singh could
anger members of the US Con-
gress, who have begun a hear-
ing in Washington to decide if
American domestic laws shou-
1d be changed to allow India
access to US civilian nuclear
energy.

Singh'’s earlier visit to Iran
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had led several US
Congressmen to ¢
ask, at the last hear-
ing of the foreignre-
lations committee
in September, whet-
her Delhi could be a
reliable US ally wh-
en it was going out
of its way to build
ties with Tehran.
Many Congress
members are not too
keen to pass the civilian nu-
clear technology to India.
Delhi’s vote at the IAEA
meeting next month would be
keenly watched by many, incl-
uding the US. Though Wash-
ington officially refuses tolink
India’s vote with the civilian
nuclear deal, foreign policy
observers believe that the pact
will not go through if Delhi
fails to condemn Iran’s alleged

Natwar: Not for UN

ran clgﬁd on N-deal

“clandestine nu-
clear programme”.

The Indian for-
eign minister met
Iranian Vice-Presi-
dent Pervez Dawoo-
di on the sidelines
of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organi-
sation meeting in
Moscow yesterday.

On the nuclear
issue, Singh made it
clear that “India would wish to
avoid any reference to the UN
Security Council and that the
matter should be amicably re-
solved within the purview of
the IAEA”.

India, however, has refused
to be drawn into a controversy
over Iranian President Mahm-
oud Ahmadinejad’s reported
remark that Israel should be
wiped off the face of the earth.




Uses of domestic dissent in foreign policy

Harish Khare

MERICAN UNDER-SECRETARY of

State Nicholas Burns’ visit last week

revived all the doubts, reservations,

nd opposition to the July 18, 2005

India-United States civilian nuclear energy

cooperation agreement. Doubts and questions

have never been fully answered. These doubts

got deepened when India chose to vote with the

United States and against Iran on September 24

at the International Atomic Energy Agency in
Vienna.

Doubts have been voiced from three sources.
First, from within the strategic community.
Some remain genuinely concerned about the
Indian establishment’s ability to think through
issues involved in separating civilian from mil-

itary nuclear facilities. Some simply feel cut up
that they have not been consulted, before and
after the deal. Others are intrinsically hostile
because of their hidden liaison with the BJP
crowd. And, some of the sceptics are “Indian
bomb” fundamentalists who are not prepared to
countenance any current or future restraint on
Bharat Mata’s freedom to go in for a higher stage
of nuclear weaponisation.

Secondly, sections of the vocal Muslim com-
munity have spoken up, particularly after New
Delhi’s Iran vote. Most of them find themseives
in the unfamiliar waters of strategic affairs. They
are not faulting the Government for voting
against Iran per se. Rather their complaint is
articulated as a protest against a deviation from
the independent course of our foreign policy and

CARTOONSCAPE

There is no reason why non-official voices

cannot be raised to send a message to the .
Bush White House that public opinion "
in India will not permit an unequal deal.
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principles of non-alignment. Still, there is noth-
ing amiss with sections of the Muslim communi-
ty expressing themselves on this issue; no less a
person than the Prime Minister himself told the
media in New York last month that one of the
factors that must weigh in any decision on Iran
would be the presence of the world’s second
largest Shia population in India.

The third source of opposition is the most
serious. The Left and the Right have converged
in their opposition against the centre. A section
of the BJP has opposed the July agreement, for
no other reason than the deal was done by a
regime other than the one headed by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. Like sections of the Muslim communi-
ty, the BJP faults the July agreement as compro-
mising the national autonomy that Pokhran I1
was supposed to have cemented. The Samaj-
wadis and other third front candidates have also
dissented, some for the sake of the Muslim vote
and others from deeply ingrained habits of
anti-Congressism.

Then there is the Left, led by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). The Left has voiced its
opposition in the most systematic and reasoned
manner; there has been no shouting at the top of
the voice, only articulation of the party’s long-
held positions and a nuanced anti-Americanism.
The Left promises to carry on its reasoned oppo-
sition; sensibly it has come to anchor its opposi-

tion in a professed anti-Americanism. The Left
has promised to keep at it, mobilising public
opinion against what it perceives as misplaced
priorities of the Manmohan Singh Government.

Except a statement by the Prime Minister and
a perfunctory discussion in Parliament in the
last session, there has been no detailed or pas-
sionate defence of the September vote and the
July agreement. Only the Foreign Secretary
keeps on, valiantly arguing the case. The Con-
gress party has been strangely silent on the issue,
partly because it is becoming increasingly a
stranger to the world of ideas and polices. Within
the AICC establishment, most of those familiar
with the intricate world of foreign policy and
diplomacy have migrated to the Government.
Above all, there is an institutional indifference
to dissent, disagreement, and discussion. Nor is
there any appreciation of the need to mobilise
domestic public opinion in favour of this policy
or that initiative.

The July agreement rests on a structure of
reciprocity. But the deepest unstated fear is that
the Manmohan Singh Government will allow
itself to be railroaded by the Bush administra-
tion into keeping its part of the bargain while the
United States will pretend that a difficult Amer-
ican Congress has refused to play ball. The White
House is not averse to using the American con-
stitutional arrangement to extract concessions
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from foreign interlocutors, friendly or unfriend-
ly. For instance, when after Congressman Tom
Lantos exhibited bad taste and called India’s
External Affairs Minister all kinds of names, the
Government voted against Iran at Geneva; this
gave rise to the inevitable inference that New
Delhi had given in to an orchestrated jugalbandi.

The broader issue is why the Indian Govern-
ment cannot creatively use domestic dissent to
optimise its foreign policy agenda. True, the In-
dian Constitution gives the executive complete
autonomy of initiative in matters of defence and
foreign policy; nor is the executive obliged to
submit any agreement or treaty for parliamen-
tary approval. However, this stipulation in no
way exempts any government from the larger
obligation of democratic accountability.

Dissent and disagreement ought to be wel-
comed by the Government and the ruling party
of the day. Of course, the assumption is that such
dissent will not be leveraged in internal political
battles. Every responsible political party in India
is duty-bound to express itself on matters of
foreign and defence policy. This responsibility
has become even more onerous because of the
creeping infirmities in our public discourse. The
popular media are incapable of educating the
citizenry on issues such as the nuances of the
July agreement or the Iran vote. Media that
seem to be so breathtakingly fixated on “scanda-
lous tapes” or some astrologer predicting his
own death cannot possibly become an instru-
ment of public enlightenment. This is not a hap-
py development for a democratic system.

As it is, over the years we have blunted and
submerged any exercise in democratic account-
ability in the vastly consequential areas of na-
tional security. The general argument that any
discussion of defence matters would demoralise
jawans has been flung in the face of all those who
have had questions about defence budgets or
priorities. In the early days, when India faced far
graver threats to its existence, Jawaharlal Nehru
was not averse to talking complicated foreign
policy matters before massive crowds.

On the other hand, a leader and a government
ought to have freedom of initiative in policy
matters in determining national interests. A
heavy responsibility goes with that initiative.
Within months of India becoming a free nation,
Pandit Nehru delineated the leaders’ responsib-
ility thus: “Whatever policy you may lay down,
the art of conducting the foreign affairs of a
country lies in finding out what is most advanta-
geous to the country. We may talk about in-
ternational goodwill and mean what we say, but
in the ultimate analysis, a government functions
for the #ood of the country it governs and no
government dares do anything, which in the
short or long run is manifestly to the disad-
vantage of that country. Therefore whether a
country is imperialist, socialist or communist,
its foreign minister thinks primarily of the in-
terests of that country.”

Our current problem is that ever since we gave
in to the logic and forces of globalisation, there
has remained considerable doubt about our
leaders’ capacity to think and take decisions in
the national interest. It is a question of national
self-assurance and competence in dealing with
an exacting world. Doubts about leaders’ ability
persist because the pursuit of power of our polit-
ical parties has become totally divorced from a
faith in democratic principles and this disdain
exhibits itself most in the realm of foreign policy.

We need an ideal mix of dissent and initiative.
The Manmohan Singh government would do
well to use domestic opposition to maximise its
bargaining position in international forums. The
winter session of Parliament should be used to
let national sentiments and fears be expressed
on both sides of the divide. Admittedly, there are
limits to what the governiment can say in Parlia-
ment. But there is no reason why non-official
voices cannot be raised to send a message to the
Bush White House that public opinion in India
will not permit an unequal deal.



Ties with ‘major p
in nation’s interests:

TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Despite trenchant criti-
cism from the Left and other quar-
ters, the UPA government will deter-
minedly forge ahead in developing
closer strategic ties with the US, be it
in the civilian nuclear energy or the
military technology arena.

PM Manmohan Singh gave indica-
tions of this while addressing the
armed forces’ brass on Thursday. It’s
in India’s interest to develop strategic
linkages with as many “major pow-
ers’” as possible, in the global game of
power politics, to tackle the “diverse,
complex and evolving” security chal-
lenges faced by the country, he said.

And the US figures high on India’s
radar as “the dominant economic,
military, technological and cultural
power” today, though the European

Union, Russia, China and Japan will
also consolidate their individual posi-
tions to play a global role in the future.

While dwelling on the critical role
of energy security in stepping up In-
dia’s economic growth, the PM said
expansion of the country’s civilian
nuclear energy programme was of
“vital national interest”. In this con-
text, he said the July Indo-US civilian
nuclear energy pact would, “when op-
erationalised”, “help us enormously
in this regard”. Holding that India
must evolve “a new paradigm of se-
curity cooperation relevant to an
emerging multi-polar world”, Singh
said his government was precisely
seeking to do just this.

To meet the emerging challenges,
India has to strengthen itself eco-
nomically and technologically, ac-
quire adequate defence capability to
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counter thre;l and seek partner
ships. “With this in perspectjve, India
too is reciprocating positively to over-
tures of other major players in the
global balance of power. No doubt
this involves sophisticated bargain-
ing with each of them. It’s unrealistic
to expect nations to act for altruistic
reasons,” said Singh. This, interest-
ingly, comes a day before US under-
secretary of state Nicholas Burns ar-
rives in India to discuss the imple-
mentation of the N-energy pact,
which was of course followed by In-
dia voting against Iran in the IAEA.
While the global community has
made “some progress” in evolving a
“rule-based order” for managing the
economic and commercial dimen-
sions of globalisation, it has failed to
do so for contemporary security
threats like terrorism, the PM said.
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‘India always mindful of

historical ties wi
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Indian foreign policy is decided in New Delhi, says E. Ahamed
S

Staff Reporter
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KANNUR: Minister for State &r
External Affairs E. Ahamed said
on Friday that India would al-
ways be mindful of the histor-
ical, cultural and trade links with
Iran, reiterating that the coun-
try had averted the issue of
Iran’s nuclear programme being
referred to the UN. Security
Council.

Talking to reporters here, Mr.
Ahamed said India’s stand in the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) was beneficial to
Iran as it gave more time for dis-
cussion on the issue within the
agency to find a solution. India
had been actively involved in the
negotiation with France, En-

gland and Germany to get the
original text of the resolution
changed, thereby averting refer-
ral of the Iran issue to the Secu-
rity Council, he said. The
country would be mindful of its
traditional links with Iran while
taking any decision on the issue
in future.

Dismissing the criticism that
India had ‘reversed’ its inde-
pendent foreign policy on the
Iran issue under the U.S. pres-
sure, the Minister said Indian
foreign policy had always been
decided in New Delhi. He said
the country’s stand was that Iran
had the right to generate nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes.
India also upheld the stand that
if there were any reservations

THE HINCU

about Iran’s fulfilment of its
obligations under the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, it
should be solved through discus-
sion in the IAEA.

To repeated questions on the
issue, he said foreign policy mat-
ters of the country were not un-
der his administrative duties.

Asked about the Left parties’
strong stand against the Man-
mohan Singh Government’s
stand on Iran, Mr. Ahamed said
all political parties had the right
to formulate their views on is-
sues. As for his party’s stand, he
said the Indian Union Muslim
League always supported the
Central Government’s decisions
taken in the interests of the
country’s security and welfare.
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« How should India redefine its
foreign policy coordinates in the
unipolar world?

# How relevant is non-alignment in
the current era?

« Does India's vote on Iran
at the International Atomic Energy
Agency board indicate a
fundamental shift in policy?

M RASGOTRA
FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

has been in a dynamic transition to a
new equilibrium of peace. With the dis-
integration of the Warsaw Pact and the erst-
while Soviet Union in 1990, the US emerged
as the single, unrivalled power with global
reach. Then there is also its epiphanic transfor -
mation as an Asian power with its tangible
military presence in Central Asia, the Gulf re-
gion, the Afghan-Pak area, g :
the Indian ocean, South-
East Asia, the China sea and
North-east Asia. All these re-
gions, with the exception of
the last-named two, form
part of Indian’s security arc.
The rise of China as the
pre-eminent Asian military
and economic power and In-
dia’s own transformation asa
regional military and eco-
nomic power are equally no-
table developments of recent
years, The US, China and In-
dia along with Japan and
Russia constitute the pentag-
onal power complex of the

S INCE the end of the Cold War the world

India’s IAEA vote

dia needs nudear energy in abundant meas-
ure, a thorough modernisation of its military,
advanced technologies for its industry and
agriculture, greatly enhanced trade and invest-
ments and vastly expanded infrastructure. On
the ideological plane, democracy should pro-
vide the mooring and moral basis for its future
international working partnerships.

Above all, we must be rid of the NPT con-
straints and become an equal member of the
nudear suppliers group. For the achievement
of these goals, India needs active cooperation
and support of the US. In return, and in our
natxonal interest, the least we oughttodoisto
actively oppose nuclear
proliferation, especially in
the regions of India’s securi-
ty perimeter. There is no
question of India surren-
dering to America. Dr Man-
mohan Singh has firmly re-
jected pro-Pakistan Ameri-
can pressures on Kashmir.
India’s IAEA vote on Iran'’s
uranium processing prob-
lems is not a vote for the US
or against Iran. It is a vote
for India’s own national se-
curity interests. India and
another close friend of Iran
— France — had warned
Iran beforehand of the con-

21st century: four of them ! 4 sequences of non-compli-
are acknowledged nuclear on Irans uranium ance with its treaty obliga-
weapon powers. As a result, H tions. Iran now has some
the centre (;)f gravity of w;)frld pr OCBSSlng time to sfet mal\tterks1 rightand
powmamenaiond o problemns isnota TN,
Europe, which is at peace this matter are prisoners of
and preoccupied with the vo tef or th e US sentiment and living in the
problems ofits political unifi- fo 7 past: the Iranians them-
cgﬁoxllrlaadecono}ixallifcmtegra- N orisitavote sel\ées ha\éei shofx;vnndibetter
tion. In the next half-century : understanding of a'sac-
at least, the issues of peace agalnSt Iran. tion. Does India need to be
and security will be decided guided in its decision-mak-
here in Asia by the working ing in such matters by

equations among these Asian powers.

Itisa very different world from the world of
a decade and half ago. Necessarily, therefore,
the foreign policies of these five powers, and
indeed of other countries, are undergoing
change in varying measure. The tectonic shift
in Washington’s India policy is the most signif-
icant example of recognition of the realities of
aradically changed world. India too must shed
its old mindset and reshape its foreign and se-
curity policies to safeguard its security and
otherinterests. The US has recognised India as
a responsible nuclear weapon power and of-
fered to assist in enhancing its global role and
status. India, int m must suitably reciprocate
Washingtort dty ovéttures, There are no
free g1fts in international relations.

National interest is the single most impor-
tant coordinate for foreign policy making. In-

Venezuella or NAM members to prove that it
has not surrendered its independence to
America? Is this their idea of India’s role and
place in the world? As for NAM, its agenda of
the mid-twentieth century, e.g., decolonisa-
tion, elimination of apartheid, nuclear disar-
mament, etc., had been exhausted orbypassed
by eventsby the early '80s. Itis a very large and
diverse group with a plethora of divergent, of-
ten conflicting political and strategic interests.
The movement can acquire relevance if it
can put together, even at this late stage, an
agreed agenda of economicand development
cooperation. Indira Gandhihad tried to guide
the . movement in.that.direction in 1983 but
was opposed by ¢uba Youslavid, Tran and
others. Perhaps, the PM $hould nudge NAM
orce again on to a constructive course: there
isno one around better equipped for the task.

% \“
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NDIA'S vote at the IAEA is not so much a
case of Indian policies being aligned with
that of the US, but a reflection of the reality
that in the prevailing intemational strategic
systemic, there is a certain correspondence in
the interests of India and the US. This is not to

.be interpreted as total congruence ~— but a

broad convergence in certain areas. And ad-
hering to the sanctity of international treaties
in the nudear domain is one
of them. India as a board
memberof the IAEA has spe-
dific obligations to discharge
in consonance with the prin-
cples that it has adopted,
which in turn bolster Delhi’s
credentials as a ‘responsible’
nuclear weapon power.

The corollary that follows
is that India’s foreign policy
contours in the current
strategic systemic ought to
protect and advance India’s
core interests, even while re-
maining consistent with the
values that it has inhered
over the decades. India’s cur-

(W G
Is our %relgn policy favouring the US?

Does India's vote on Iran at the International Atomic Energy Agency board indicate a fundamental shift in the
country's foreign policy? Three experts evaluate the relevance of non-alignment in the current era.

The challenge will

N,

the impress of bi-polarity. The non-aligned
movement was a necessary creature of its
times but this did not prevent India from lean-
ing towards the former USSR as part of the re-
alpolitik compulsions of those decades.

Butgiven the altered strategiclandscape and
the arrival of a transient unipolar phase, India
must still seek to remain non-aligned as far as
major power relations are concetned. The fun-
damental shift that has taken place in recent
years — definitively since May 1998 and the
concomitant robustness of the Indian GDP
growth rate—is the increasing relevance of In-
dia in the global comity. Hence Indian policies
both internally and exter-
nally must reflect this new
strategic salience to max-
imise and advance what
may be perceived as abiding
nationalinterests. Andatthe
end of the day, the pursuit of
these policies must not only
preserve Indian politico-
diplomatic autonomy but
also improve the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of a billion
plus ditizens in an equitable
and harmoniously sustain-
able manner.

The Vienna vote is being
reduced toan ‘anti-Iran/pro-
US’ linear distillate which is

sty 80 e fo ensure that Dokt
vention of further prolifera- L ) isfactory template for pursu-
tion by either state actors or I n dla S b ! la ! eral ingits bilateral relations with
- : . S fine print of
e o tieswiththe US i s s conained
broglio. If Teheran has noin- in the July 18 agreement
tention of acquiring nuclear and Iran are not signed between Dr Manmo-
weapons as it claims, then han Singh and Mr George
being more tﬁm&;fm and I educed’ toan glusthvgﬂ he(rie are m;rg areas
X - [P 4 -

i:ilrlxigvlvxz)guld :dd to resgif)(;gl elt her -or Ch oice te:ests bSt ;111?2;6 th:F}llgs
stability. And investigating received greater notice is the
Iran’s purported covert deal- possibility of greater civilian

ings with the AQ Khan network is of urgent
concemn to the entire global community.

It also merits repetition that there is no par-
ticular solidarity among the non-aligned na-
tions over the nudlear issue. On many occa-
sions the majority among them have adopted
positions that are at sharp variance with the In-
dian position in the matter. Consequently the
condusion and visible anguish among some
constituencies that the Vienna voteisa betray-
al of the commitment to ‘non-alignment’ is
both counter-factual and invalid.

Non-aligniment as a politico-military choice
had a tang;blqvahdxty dunng the Cold War
decades and '
spearhe888% Hha rays
NAM was the equlvalent of a trade union
movement during the relentless superpower
anarchy of the Cold War and sought to resist

y effective in..

nudlear cooperation. There is considerable
symbolismin this strand for it will radically alter
India’s profile in the global nudear matrix.
Many of the constraints that were imposed on
India at the US behest will be gradually re-
moved and in turn India has accepted certain
obligations. The quality of India’s strategjc rele-
vance in the next two decades will be deter-
mined by the outcome of this agreement.
Whatisat stake is India’s nascent credibility
in matters nuclear and whether it will be ad-
mitted into the global nuclear cominerce and
management fold in a de-facto manner. Indian
diplomatic dexterity was evident in the man-
ner in which a breakdown was averted in Vi-

enitte The grearer chialienge will be in errdur- |

ing that New Dethi’s bilateral ties with Wash-
ington and Teheran are not reduced to an
‘either-or binary choice.

“DEBATE

| AMITABH MATTOO

VICE CHANCELLOR
UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU

tional relations did not occur when

New Delhi voted with the US and its al-
lies on Iran on the IAEA board. The real wa-
tershed in India’s foreign policy occurred in
May 1998, when — defying traditional as-
sumptions, analytlcal predictions and inter-
national opinion — India conducted a series

THE defining moment in India’s interna-

of nuclear tests. This was the beginning of a

new phase of realism in In-
dia’s foreign policy. The di-
rection of India’s foreign
policy, including the current
position on Iran, is rooted in
that historic decision.

What are the basic goals of
India’s foreign policy? Sim-
ply put, itis the search for se-
curity, space and strength.
India’s primary quest seems
to be to acquire the strength
and strategic autonomy that
will allow it to stabilise an
“unfriendly neighbourho-
od”, give it the capability to

2004, within weeks of the confirmation of re-
ports that Pakistan’s scientists had leaked nu-
clear technology to Iran, Libya and North Ko-
rea, brought home to Indians the more cynical
aspects of US short-term interests.

Similarly, there is a widespread feeling that
Washington is not sufficdently sensitive to Indi-
ansecurity concernsoritsaspirations ofbeinga
great power. The Indian elite is clearly uncom-
fortable with the US’s hyper-power, a term
popularised by the French and which has
gainedintellectual currency within India. Sim-
ilarly, the sparring between Indian and US ne-
gotiators, in various multilateral trade-related
forums, over the pace of lib-
eralisation in agriculture and
services, continues to demo-
nstrate the current limits of
the relationship with Wash-
ington, and the fact that
American sel{-interest will
in no way be compromised
in the process of building a
relationship with the world's
largest democracy. -

On the other hand, de-
spite such apprehensions
about the US, there are few
that want a confrontation
with the US. Instead, there is

e o Foreignpolicy G R
ternational system, and be ’ meaningful relationship and
able to influence the future cant be runon the for building a strong, prag-
course of international rela- { ; matic partnership with it.
tions. Thesg 0bjectiyes have baSlS Of morallty The terms j’natural allies”
seniidssiomnler or ideology: the e s o
e o ol Only commMitmment o "1Ga g dine
a child of cold war politics The belief that there is long-
and has not be able to rede- Sh Ould be to the term strategic convergence
fineitself adequately to justi- na tio n dl l nterest between the two countries is

fy its existence in the post-
cold war era.) Itis the aggres-
sive pursuit of these goals —
dinically, amorally and non-ideologically —
which is remarkable and unprecedented.

The present debate onIran is really a debate
about the US and the manner in which India’s
strategic elite has a paradoxical view of that
country. On the one hand, the elite (not just
the Left) continues to be suspicious of Ameri-
can policies towards South Asia. Some of this
tension, of course, is a legacy of the cold war,
but this sentiment is kept alive by the US rela-
tionship with Pakistan and by Washington’s
perceived behaviour in international politics.
Resentment at the manner in which Pakistan
seemns to continue to be rewarded by the us
despiteits su ort for

‘Patpiable,'as iskhé wuips‘g:ca percc qon t,g
“the US has double s

fandards in déalin:
terrorism. Washington’s dedision to declare
Pakistan a major non-NATO ally in March

widespread. Economic and
technological ties, educa-
tional and societal links,
shared concern over China’s future, and the
common battle against terrorismarekey factors
that bind the US and India. A shared commit-
ment to pluralism, democracy and the free-
market, as well as the successful Indian diaspo-
rain the US, provide strong foundations for the
growth of the relationship.

A modus vivendi with the US is not just desir-
able, but a necessity if India has to translate its
aspirations into reality. In contrast, India may
have important stakes in Iran, but there are no
vital national interests that could be effected.
Moreover, does any Indian want another nu-
dearweapon power initsextended neighbour-

? Fare licy, alas, %; runaithe

gsolg 0{ o;,[ill1 groxdeologx%rﬁf;’ es: c only

" commitment should be to the nauonai interest

and national security. The earlier the Left realis-
es this, the better it will be for the country.



Manmohan
quotes Gita‘\](/

Left

x(v‘w’"\ [\

PM gets it

& Right ¢

KOLKATA/ BHOPAL Oct. I —
Left parties will organise public
opinion and put pressure on
the UPA government to change
its “pro-US” stand and support
Iran at the International
Atomic Energy Agency when
the final voting takes place in
November, CPI-M general sec-
retary Mr Prakash Karat said at
a meeting organised by the Left
Front on Rani Rashmoni
Avenue this evening,

“India has always supported
anti-imperialist struggles in
other countries and took a
leading role in the Non Alliance
Movement. Its a pity that today
the UPA government is sup-
porting the USA which wants to
stop Iran from developing
nuclear energy for its develop-
ment”, Mr Karat said.

The meeting was attended by
senior Left Front leaders
including Mr Biman Bose and
Mr Anil Biswas. A signature
campaign was also launched.

“The government promised
in the common minimum pro-~
gramme that it will have an
independent foreign policy and

work towards building a multi-
YVRaMe sranr gy mdna
have shared a healthy relation-

Dr Srngh Facing flak

ship for many years. After tear-
ing apart Iraq, the USA is now
planning to atfack Iran to get
control over its oil and gas
reserves,” the CPI-M general
secretary said.

Mr Karat also stressed on the
need to set up the gas pipeline
between Iran and India. “India
needs the gas for its develop-
ment. But the US is now threat-
ening that it will impose sanc-
tions against India, Iran and
Pakistan if the pipeline is set
up. When India voted against
Iran in Vienna our government
said it was done in the interest
of the nation. Which nation are
we talking about?”

It was however apparent that
by boycotting the coordination
committee mectings the Left
pame‘; have lost thg opportunh

ly lu lllu._ldbl Wl[ll me gOVLl"H"
ment. Asked wether the meet-

on

e

ran

ings will resume soon, Mr
Karat told reporters that a mes-
sage had been sent to the
Congress and he was waiting
for a reply.

In Bhopal, the CPl today
accused the Centre of “dilut-
ing” India’s foreign policy of
non-alignment and “almost
adopting the BJP’s path of anti-
working class policies”. The
party warned that “friendship
with the USA will endanger the
country”.

CPI leader Mr Gurudas
Dasgupta said: “We oppose and
protest against the dilution of
our non-aligned foreign policy.
The vote against Iran at IAFA
has tarnished India’s image.”
He added: “The USA was never
a friend of India. Friendship
with it will bring danger.”

As for the BJP, senior party
leader Mr MM Joshi today crit-
icised the Prime Minister say-
ing there was no government
worth its name in the absence
of coordination between Dr
Manmohan Singh and his min-
isters. As a result, diverse state-
ments were made by Dr Singh
other ministers on nuclear
issues, friendship with Pakistan
and the Iran gas plpelme

~iney arc movmg In ditterent
directions.” /

in defence

NEW DELHI, Oct. 1. — The Prime
Minister today sought to defend India’s
vote supporting the IAEA (International
Atomic Energy ;Agency) resolution
against Iran’s nuclear programme while
playing down the scathing reaction from
his government’s Left allies.

“What we have done is not against
Iran. Give diplomacy time to find a via-
media, which is mutually acceptable,”
Dr Manmohan Singh told reporters at
Rashtrapati Bhavan after the President,
Dr AP] Abdul Kalam, gave away the Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Award for
excellence in Public Administration,
Academics and Management for 2004
to former civil servant C Srivastava.

In response to a direct attack by the CPI-
M leader, Mr Prakash Karat, in an drticle
to be published in the next issue of the
party’s organ, People’s Democracy, Dr
Singh stoically said it did not surprise him
and quoted the Gita instead. “Nothing
surprises me,” he said when asked whe-
ther Mr Karat’s article had canght him
unawares. “Gita says one must do one’s
duty unmindful of the consequences.”

Mr Karat has, in his article, termed
India’s decision as a “final act of sur-
render” to the US position and held the
Prime Minister directly responsible for
the vote. He asserted that the Left could
not countenance this “new direction” of
the foreign palicy. Slamming the Indian
position as hypocritical, the CPI-M
leader said while India asserted its right
1o conduci nitlear tests, it did not want
another nuclear power in the region.
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Singhled Out:

Our Political Bureau

mer Union  minister
Jaswant Singh’s “pro-US
line”, seen on successive foreign
policy issues, including the Man-
mohan Singh government's lat-
est move to vote alongwith the
US and other western countries
on the IAEA resolution on Iran,
has left his party colleagues livid.
Jaswant Singh, who as the ex-
ternal affairs minister in the Vaj-
payee government, was credited
with masterminding India’s for-
eign policy tilt towards the US,
finds himself in the firing line for
letting go an excellent opportuni-
ty to question the UPA govern-
ment’s decision which, many in
his party believe, had been dictat-

S ENIOR BJP leader and for-
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found himself conveying the im-
“pression that the BJP was angry
with the government for keeping
{,-t out of the consultation loop.

The former Union minister re-
frained from attacking the gov-
ernment directly for “succumb-
ing to American pressure”, con-
fining himself to observing that
“there is a strong belief, including
among the UPA alliance partners,
that this has been done underin-

ternational pressure, particularly
ofthe US".

This is not the first time
Jaswant Singh has ended up
lending credence to the percep-
tion that he is soft on the US. It is
learnt that during the BJP’s na-
tional executive meeting held in
Chennai earlier this month, he
had used his clout within the par-
ty to ensure the deletion, from

Y
light the contradictions between
the Congress and the Left parties
on the issue.
Rather than going into the
fine-print, Jaswant Singh, speak-
ing to newspersons on Monday,

Jaswant's US stand incenses BJP

0 Questlon UPA Decision On IAEA Resolution

the political resolution, of two
paragraphs devoted to the for-
eign policy changes being effect-
ed by the UPA government, sim-
ply because he felt they were
very critical of the US.

The party had, in these two
paragraphs, had hit out at the
Manmohan Singh government
forits failure to address the points
raised by former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the Indo-
US Civilian Nudear Co-opera-
tion pact, and for compromising
India’s independent nuclear sta-
tus. Given his prodlivity towards
the US, many leaders in the BJP
feel that the party had erred in
fielding Jaswant Singh to high-
light the party’s objections on the
issue. He, in the end, only height-
ened the confusion over the par-
ty’sapproach to the subject.

Che Economic Time:



Explain forelgn policy

shift: Jaswant Singh:
..G?vernment s Sta'\‘q}"

Special Correspondent )ﬁ\‘g ’

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty leader Jaswant Singh on Mon-
day described the Government’s
approach to the Iran nuclear is-
sue as “perplexing” and its stand
on a host of nuclear-related is-
sues as “confusing.” He demand-
ed that the Prime Minister or the
External Affairs Minister “ex-
plain” to the country the con-
cerns, which made India vote
'with the European Union on the
Iran nuclear issue, leading to a
“major shift” in foreign policy.
With the hammering out of an
agreement in July between In-
ia and the United States during
visit there by Prime Minister

# Centre not consulting
Opposition on foreign
policy Issues

& |t must explain rationale
behind vote at IAEA

Manmohan Singh, India “fell
away from non-alignment,” Mr.
Singh said. He charged the Gov-
ernment with “surreptitiously”
changing the foreign policy
without consulting with the Op-
position. The issue had not been
discussed with either National
Democratic Alliance chairman
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Leader of
Opposition LK. Advani or with

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Deciphering the
former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, was as
difficult as trying to get at the
meaning of Tulsidas’ Ram
Charit Manas. “It takes time
to understand Atalji’s views.
It is like reading Tulsidas’
Ram Charit Manas, you can
read a new meaning into it on
eachreading.”

That was Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Jaswant Singh’s
response when he was asked
by reporters on Monday on
{ the meaning of Mr.
Vajpayee’s veiled criticism of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

“Understanding Vajpayee difficult”

Sangh on Sunday when he
had said that there was “no
final principle of any
ideology” and “there should
be no restriction on ideas and
thoughts.” He had remarked,
“Our friends have made an
attempt to limit the thought
process. I't is not necessary
that all of us accept it
[ideology] in the same form.”
The reference to was seen to
be areference to the RSS
leaders. Mr. Singh said that
just as religion, ideology
should not be reduced to a set
of rituals. “There should be
openness of thinking, but
with discipline, if there is no

openness then rot sets in. /

e
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ran and other nuclear issues confusing’

him. [

Mr. Singh objected to theJ
manner in which the Govern-
ment went about the business.
And “what it finally delivered
was totally unacceptable.”

A two-page written statement
he distributed gave no inkling of
the BJP’s stand on what was un-
acceptable, except that lack of
transparency and consultation
with the Opposition was not in
order.

Mr. Singh contrasted the
NDA’s record after Pokhran-II
in 1998 when the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment brought about a “major
transformation of the entire nu-
clear policy.”

But that change was brought
about “openly” with the ratio-
nale offered “upfront” to the
country and to the international
community.

After the vote at the Vienna
meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the po-
litical leadership was silent and
only some bureaucrats were try-
ing to “explain” the country’s
stand, Mr. Singh said.

Initially he was reluctant to
give the BJP’s direct response to
a question whether it was crit-
ical or supportive of India’s
against Iran. “All the facts were
not before us ... the Government
ought to have consulted the Op-
position ... that is not the man-
ner in which India ought to have
approached the issue.”

Mr. Singh was also critical of
the Left, especially the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) f%

“‘running with the hare and
hunting with the hounds.”

ndia’s stand based on independent assessment: Congress

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Congress on
Monday defended India’s vote
against Iran in the International
Atomic Energy Agency stating it
took a stand based on independ-
ent assessment and national
interest.

The party’s defence came as
more parties, the Janata Dal
(Secular), the Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist) and
CPI (M-L) New Democracy
joined the protests and con-
demned the move.

Congress spokesperson
Anand Sharma said India had

taken a constructive and posi- «

tive position at the IAEA and
that there was no departure
from the country’s fundamental
and stated position.

He said Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had made it clear
that India was principally op-
posed to referring Iran to the
United Nations Security Council
and insisted on more time for
negotiations within the purview
of IAEA.

“We are satisfied that India
has engaged proactively with the

@ No departure from
country’s fundamental
and stated position:
Congress

* JO(S) calls- it a shameful
act of the Government

e A deep-rooted
conspiracy, says CPl (ML)

EU 3 (France, United Kingdom
and Germany) and made them
aware of our concerns. Indian’s
concerns were brought on board
and the resolution was amend-
ed...” Mr. Sharma said.

He said linking the voting to
relations with the United States
was not correct. “We reject in
totality this perception that In-
dia’s role was influenced by ex-
traneous reasons”, he said.

As for the BJP's charge
against the Government, Mr.
Sharma said the Congress did
not need prescriptions from
anyone on national interest.

JD (S) spokesman Danish Ali
said the party condemned the
“shameful act” of the Manmo-

han Singh Government.

He said the party’s national
executive that meets here on
Wednesday would adopt a reso-
lution against it.

CPI (M-L) New Democracy
general secretary Yatendra Ku-
mar said that by voting against
Iran, the Government support-
ed by the Left, had made India a
party to the U.S. “aggressive de-
signs against Third World coun-
tries particularly Middle East
countries...”

CPI (ML) general secretary
Kanu Sanyal said the Govern-
ment’s act was “not only shame-
ful but also a deep rooted
conspiracy and crime against
our people and the country.”

CPI (ML) Liberation general
secretary, Dipankar Bhatta-
charya said the move was not
sudden and the incident made it
clear that the UPA Government
had “tied itself completely to the
strategic interests of the Amer-
ican foreign policy and had sac-
rificed independent foreign
policy making as a sovereign
state.”

The party has called for a pro-
test on Thursday.
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India’s shameful vote
iy

';’C 1 ‘\ :J"\
cagainst Iran Tt

he decision to vote adversarially against Iran at
Saturday’s crucial meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors of the International Atomic Energy Agency is
= evidence of the Manmohan Singh Government’s
shameful willingness to abandon the independence of Indi-
an foreign pelicy for the sake of strengthening its “strategic
partnership” with the United States. Made in stealth with-
out any broad-based discussion within the Government or
with allies and national political parties, the top-level politi-
cal decision (which was reported in The Hindu of Septem-
ber 17) conflicts with proclaimed Indian policy. It bears
empbhasis that the resolution adopted by the TAEA Board
22-1 with 12 abstentions has grave international implica-
tions. Specifically, it recalls Iran’s alleged “failures in a
number of instances,” as a party to the Nuclear Nonprolifer-
ation Treaty, to meet its obligations under its NPT Safe-
guards Agreement, and its alleged “policy of concealment.”
Adopting a menacing tone, the resolution finds Iran in “non-
compliance in the context of Article XII.C of the Agency’s
Statute”; among other things, this Article allows the Board
“to report the non-compliance to ...the Security Council and
the General Assembly of the United Nations.” Further, the
resolution finds that Iran’s nuclear activities and “the re-
sulting absence of confidence” that its nuclear programme is
“exclusively for peaceful purposes” have given rise to “ques-
tions that are within the competence of the Security Coun-
cil, as the organ bearing the main responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security.” Finally, it
threatens that the Board “will address the timing and con-
tent of the report” to be submitted to the U.N. Security
Council for possible punitive action.

“This Bush-led resolution is unjust as well as provocative —
if the idea is to find a solution through intelligent negotia-
tion. Iran and the IAEA have resolved most of the issues in
dispute; in fact, the IAEA Director General reported to the
Board as recently as September 2 that “good progress has
been made in Iran’s correction of the breaches and in the
Agency’s ability to confirm certain aspects of Iran’s current
declarations.” The only major outstanding question is the
extent of the Iranian centrifuge research programme. At the
very least, the resolution steps up the pressure on Iran in
infringement of its sovereign rights. It is possible that it is
designed to short-circuit the prospect of a negotiated solu-
tion, and to push the world towards another major confron-
tation. Anticipating public criticism of its volte face, the
Manmohan Singh Government claims it voted the way it did
because the “door for dialogue” was being kept open. It also
insists that the decision to abandon its earlier insistence on
consensus and break ranks with Russia, China, the non-
aligned bloc, and even Pakistan has nothing to do with the
July 18 U.S.-India civilian nuclear agreement. These argus..
ments are disingenuous. The craven vote of September 24
underlines the fact that Indian foreign policy suffers from
insecurity, a poor understanding of the realities of the in-
ternational situation, a lack of confidence in the nation’s
strategic weight, and an absence of belief in, or commitment
to, genuine independence and non-alignment. The down-
ward trajectory initiated by the National Democratic Alli-
ance Government in dealings with the United States,
signalled by support, of all things, to ‘Star Wars,” has hit a
new low. It seems that Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
negative remarks on the Iran-India pipeline in July were not
happenstance but the opening lines of a script rewritten in
Washington.

In the run-up to the crucial vote, New Delhi was told in no
uncertain terms that the fate of the civilian nuclear agree-
ment would hinge on changing its line on Teheran. When
Congressional hearings on the agreement began in Wash-
ington earlier this month, the Bush administration joined
individual Congressmen in orchestrating exaggerated con-
cern about India’s relationship with Iran. Until then, New
Delhi had been correctly insisting that the IAEA was the
proper forum to resolve lingering questions about Iran’s
civilian nuclear programme and that equal weight needed to
be given to Iranian obligations (not to produce nuclear
weapons) and rights (to the full nuclear fuel cycle) under the
NPT. The IAEA Director General’s latest report did observe
that Iran’s full cooperation was overdue and indispensable
but also confirmed that nine issues out of ten had been
resolved. As a three-part analysis published last week in this
newspaper showed, such a situation can hardly be consid-
ered “non-compliance” of a magnitude threatening interna-
tional peace and security.

It’s a bit rich that India — which has refused to join the
NPT, has turned its back on accepting full-scope IAEA
safeguards, has conducted six nuclear explosions (in 1974
and 1998), and is a declared nuclear weapons state — is able
to join in a ‘proliferation’ indictment of Iran. This means
embracing the worst kind of double standards. At stake is
not the danger of proliferation — nobody has produced any
evidence that Iran is pursuing, or has ever pursued, a nuclear
weapons programme — but the right of a sovereign country
to develop peaceful nuclear power as a source of energy and
engage in the nuclear fuel cycle. The NPT allows all parties
to the international nuclear bargain to develop uranium
enrichment facilities of the kind being built at Natanz,
provided they are safeguarded. The U.S. and its allies want to
rewrite the rules so that they will be able to control both the
nuclear fuel cycle and the commerce around nuclear fuel
and reactors. That is why the non-aligned group of countries
has tended to stand with Iran on this issue. Teheran has
made several positive proposals aimed at reassuring the
international community that its civilian facilities will not
be misused for military purposes. Washington, however, is
not interested in any such proposal. Iran shall not be al-
lowed to enrich uranium, it has decided imperiously. Be-
yond that, it wants to strangulate Iran’s oil and gas sector,
and bring about “regime change” in that country. Instead of
recognising this truth, and also the fact that American de-
mands on Iran will be unending, the United Progressive
Alliance Government has compromised the national in-
terest by helping to prepare the ground for another possible
conflict in India’s own region. Even at this eleventh hour, the
Government must change course. When the subject of Iran
comes up for discussion in the Board of Governors meeting
in November, it must not support any European or U.S.

move to take the matter to the Security Council.  /
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Left attacks stand against Iran

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Communist parties
and some others have charged
the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment with abandoning non-
alignment and acting under
pressure from the United States
when it voted with the West at
the board meeting of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
in Vienna to refer to the United
Nations Security Council issues
related to Iran’s nuclear
programme.

The Left pointed out that not
only did India not abstain (Rus-
sia and China abstained), it went
along with the European
Union’s resolution “virtually
converting India into an ally of
the United States” and doing
“immense damage to India’s
standing among the non-aligned
and developing countries.”

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) in a statement by
its Polit Bureau here on Sunday
condemned the stand of the
Government and gave notice
that it would call for a country-

THE

wide campaign against the Gov-
ernment’s stand. The
Communist Party of India urged
that “even now” there was time
for India to stand with Iran dur-
ing the “dialogue” promised in
the Vienna resolution.
Separately, the former Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, said “the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government had
succumbed to U.S. pressure.”
Talking to The Hindu over tele-
phone, Mr. Sinha, who made it
plain that he was speaking on his
own behalf and not for the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP), al-
leged that the Government had
surrendered its independent
foreign policy to the U.S.; that it
had made India a “client state of
America”; and it had gone
against its “consistent position”
that “issues related to Iran’s nu-
clear programme should be re-
solved through dialogue and
consensus, not confrontation.”

3“ \LU
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Manmoh/anA s it Iranian P

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: With those five sen-
tences the UPA regime signalled a
fundamental change in the coun-
try’s foreign policy of over five
decades. In a transparent shift in
alignment, the UPA government
on Friday signed up with the US
on a sensitive issue, asking Iran to
be flexible and make concessions
to avoid a confrontation with
Washington on the nuclear issue..

India’s blunt message was con-
veyed by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh to Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmedinijad when the
latter cailed him up on Friday. In
fact, the UPA government went to
unusual lengths to disclose the
gist of the conversation between

THi

in foreign policy

rez To Be Flexible on N-Issue

Manmohan

Ahmedinijad

the two leaders in a brief press re-
lease sent to select media.

The government ,statement
read: “The PM received a call from
Iranian President Ahmedinejad...
The President raised the issue
about Iran’s nuclear programme

JLS OF iNDIA

in the IAEA. Prime Minister ad-
vised him that Iran should consid-
er taking a flexible position so as
to avoid a confrontation.”

Establishment figures argued
there was nothing new in the gov-
ernment’s position, pointing to the
fifth sentence caveat that India
“supports the resolution of all is-
sues through discussion and con-
sensus inthe [JAEA.” Infact, when
the matter comes up before the
TAEA on Saturday, India is again
expected to press for a consensus.
But the operative portions are sen-
tences three and four in which In-
dia advises Iran to be flexible and
make concessions. It virtually sig-
nals an end to the anti-American-
ism that ran through South Block
for five decades.
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NEW YORK I ‘India unapologetic about Tehran ties’

Build consensus on
Iran: Natwar to Rice

DHARAM SHOURIE \1& ™

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 20

TICKING to its stand
S on Iran, India today

called for intensive
diplomatic consultations to
build an international consen-
sus on how to deal with Tehran
‘s programme of uranium en-
richment despite American
and European pressure to
abandonit.

The Iran issue figured
prominently during a 45-
minute meeting here that Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister K Nat-
war Singh had with US
Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice, which a senior
official said was held in a “cor-
dial and friendly atmosphere”.

The Singh-Rice meeting
comes within a week of the
meeting between Prime Minis-

A A A
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Natwar Singh, Condoleezza Rice in New York on Tuesday

ter Manmohan Singh and Pres-
ident George W Bush during
which it was made clear that In-
dia did not want another nu-
clear weapon state in its neigh-
bourhood. Yesterday, Iranian
President Ahmadinejad told
the UNGA that uranium en-
richment would continue as it

was only for peaceful purposes.
Ahead of his meeting, Nat-

war Singh, in a TV interview,
said India was not apologetic
about its relations with Iran
and hoped that Tehran’s nu-
clear issue would be sorted
out within the IAEA frame-
work. —(PTI)
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Natwar, Rice dis \/cuss Tehran’s uramum enr chment programme
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STICKING TO its stand on Iran, India on Tuesday
sought intensive diplomatic consultations to evolve
international consensus on how to deal with
Tehran’s decision to continue uranium enrichment
programme notwithstanding American and Euro-
pean pressure to abandon it.

The Iran issue figured prominently during a 45-
minute meeting here external affairs minister K.
Natwar Singh had with US Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice, which a senior official said was held
in a “cordial and friendly atmosphere”.

The Natwar-Rice meeting comes within a week

of the meeting here between Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and President George Bush during
which it was made clear that India did not want an-
other nuclear weapons state in its neighbourhood.

It also took place a day after Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad told the UN General As-
sembly that it would continue its uranium enrich-
ment programme, asserting it was only for peace-
ful purposes. Washington fears that Tehran would
divert the enriched uranium for making nuclear
weapons. During his talks with Bush, the Prime
Minister had affirmed that India was not holding a
brief or alibi for Iran’s nuclear programme and
that another nuclear weapons power in the neigh-
bourhood was not good.

India has maintained that Iran, a signatory to
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT), must
fulfil its international obligations and, at the same
time, diplomacy must be given maximum scope to

\' resolve the issue.

il ] Ahead of his meeting,
N W&“&N Natwar Singh had in a
BABHIEH television interview said
India was not apologetic
about its relations with Iran, while hoping that
Tehran’s nuclear issue would be sorted out within
IAEA framework during the Vienna meet. During
the meeting with Rice, the external affairs minister
reaffirmed the Indian position on the issue besides

discussing several regional and bilateral matters.

They reviewed recent developments on several
multilateral and regional issues, the official said,
adding that Rice briefed on the agreement reached
in the six-party talks on the North Korean nuclear
issue. The two leaders welcomed the landmark
agreement which has led to the abandonment of
the nuclear weapon programme by North Korea
and its return to the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty. The agreement was testimony to the impor-
tance of relying on patient, multilateral efforts to
resolve a difficult and complex issue, Natwar said

Meanwhile, Pakistan on Tuesday agreed to host
a meeting of Saarc finance ministers in Islamabad
ahead of the 13th summit of the seven-nation
group in Dhaka in November. This was decided at a
Iuncheon meeting attended by external affairs min-
ister K. Natwar Singh and his counterparts from
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka besides the Secretary General of
Saarc, Chenkyab Dorji of Bhutan. The ministers
took stock of the progress made since their last
meeting here in September, 2004.

Dorji briefed them about the important develop-
ments and the status of negotiations on Safta and
other economic matters, efforts in regional cooper-
ation in preparedness for and mitigation of natural
disasters, strengthening of the Saarc Secretariat
and preparations for the upcoming Dhaka Summit.

Emphasising the need for holding such meetings
which helped in furthering cooperation, they di-
rected their Permanent Representatives here to in-
stitute a consultative mechanism on Saarc affairs.

AFP
Foreign minister Natwar Singh addresses the 60th session of the UN General Assembly at
the United Nations in New York.

Ties with India improving: Pak

PRESS Trust of India
Islamabad, September 20

THE GRAPH of Indo-Pak relations is im-
proving in a multi-faceted way and both
have to make hard diplomatic and politi-
cal efforts to resolve the Kashmir issue,
Pakistan’s permanent representative to
UN, Munir Akram, said.

Both India and Pakistan have their
stated positions on Kashmir and they
have to make hard diplomatic and politi-
cal efforts besides demonstrating bold-
ness to come closer, he said in an inter-
view to a private TV channel here. The
process is difficult and both India and
Pakistan are aware of this and they have
to manage it very carefully, he said while
noting that the graph of relations be-
tween the two countries is improving in a
multi-faceted way. The Indo-Pak ties are
“one of the most difficult relations”, so
the progress that will be made, will seem
small in the public perception, Akram
said. He said the international communi-

ty is very encouraged the way India and
Pakistan have engaged themselves in a
dialogue. Responding to a question about
Pakistan’s stance on UN reforms, he said
the proposal put forth by India and other
G4 countries was “unequal” and Islam-
abad along with other members resisted
it. “It was a battle that was thrust on us by
the G4 in a bid to secure unequal privi-
leges for themselves,” he charged while
expressing the hope that consultations
would continue and lead to an acceptable
conclusion.

Meanwhile, foreign minister Natwar

Singh and his Pakistani counterpart
Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri have dis-
cussed the ongoing peace initiatives be-
tween the two countries and pledged to
take the dialogue process forward.
The two leaders met at a lunch for Saarc
ministers hosted by Pakistan on Monday
and expressed their determination to
make all efforts to take the Indo-Pak
peace process forward.
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MANMOHAN, PERVEZ HOLD THEIR OWN-AT MARATHON DINNER MEET‘NG o

No succumbmg to terror:

UNHAQ, Sept. 15. — Talking
tough after President Pervez

Musharraf’s remarks that
there was need to “under-
stand and address the mot-
ives” behind terrorist attacks,
Dr Manmohan Singh today
asserted that India would
never succumb to or compro-
mise with terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir or elsewhere.
“We must not yield any
space to terrorism. We must
firmly reject any notion that
there is any cause that justifies
it,” the Prime minister said
while addressing the 60th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly here. Gen
Musharraf in his speech hours
earlier had said: “We need to
understand and address the
motives behind the terrorist
acts. These may not justify ter-
rorism; but they explain it.”
The Prime Minister also
underlined the need for
urgent and comprehensive
UN reforms, including expan-
sion of the Security Council in
both permanent and non-per-
manent categories, and sought
renewed efforts to secure the
world against nuclear prolifer-
ation and to promote global
nuclear disarmament.
Regretting that the UN suf-
fered from a “democracy def-
icit”, he said unless it became
more representative for the
contemporary world, its ability
to deliver on Millennium Dev-
elopment Goals would contin-
ue to be limited. Dr Singh sp-
oke about the shortcomings in
the UN system as also its
inability to evolve itself to con-
temporary ground realities.
“Its structure and decision-
making process reflect the

Dr Manmohan Singh with President Pervez Musharraf after their meeting in New York on Wednesday. — PTI

world of 1945, not of 2005.”
Dr Singh, who touched on a
number of contemporary cha-
ilenges like HIV/AIDS, envi-
ronmental depredation and
terrorism targeting nations ac-
ross the world, said there has
been growing recognition that
these demanded a “global
response”. At the same time,
there was a new sense of hope
and optimism, he said adding
that the world community wel-
comed the fact that advances
in science and technology had
made it possible as never
before in human history to
mount a frontal attack on

global poverty, ignorance and
disease. Highlighting the need
for “greater efforts” to
mobilise the resources neces-
sary to meet the Millermium
Development Goals, he said:
“This would be a wise invest-
ment for the future. Failure
will only make our task in the
future much more difficult
and much more costly”.

Last night, the Prime
Minister hosted a dinner for
President Musharraf at his
New York hotel. After a
marathon four-hour meeting
that spilled past midnight, the
two leaders agreed to pursue

all possible options for a
peaceful settlement of the
Kashmir issue. They pledged
not to allow terrorism to imp-
ede the peace process. The
General read out a four-para-
graph joint statement after the
dinner meeting. The state-
ment did not go beyond the
well-known positions of the
two countries as stated in the
joint statements issued on 6
January last year and 18 April
this year when Gen Musharraf
and Dr Singh met in Delhi.
Briefing reporters, foreign
secretary Mr Shyam Saran
said the Prime Minister told

the Pakistani President that
continued acts of violence and
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir will “cast a shadow”
over the peace process.
People (in India) would like
to know if there was a peace
process then why was terror-
ism continuing, Dr Singh said.
President Musharraf assu-
red the Prime Minister that he
would do everything possible
to allay India’s apprehensions.
The President said he had
invited the Dr Singh to visit
Pakistan and he had “kindly
accepted” the invitation.
More reports on page 2



’"ﬁomestic issue taken to Bush”

. N S I ‘;""\’.. .
Dr. Singh reportedly,‘ gxpm%ed surprise at Vajpayee's’ cr}tlclsm of pact with U.S.

. s et
Special Correspondent ¢ j

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh’s reported re-
marks to the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, in New York
has created a controversy here
with senior leaders in the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, the Congress
and the Communist Party of In-
dia joining issue.

Dr. Singh is reported to have
told Mr. Bush that while Parlia-
ment had approved the India-
U.S. civilian nuclear cooperation
understanding arrived during
his July visit, he was surprised
that the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had been
critical of it.

The former External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, issued
a statement saying that Dr.
| Singh’s remarks were “unfortu-

!

nate” as they suggested that the
Prime Minister “was complain-
ing to the President of the USA
about our domestic politics.”
The country was waiting for “an
elaboration of issues discussed,
in particular the details of the
Iran-India pipeline; United Na-
tions reforms or the domestic
opposition to President Bush in
the [U.S.] Senate on the issue of
nuclear cooperation with India.”

Congress leaders defended
the Prime Minister saying that
what he had said was “absolutely
correct.” Defence Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee said this on the
sidelines of an official function,
while  party  spokesperson
Jayanti Natarajan said that what
Mr. Vajpayee or the BJP had said
was not a secret. Mr. Vajpayee
had made his views known in
Parliament, she said and

charged the BJP with “blowing
out of proportion” a purported
remark made in a discussion be-
tween two leaders and bringing
it into the public realm.

Responding to questions, Ms.
Natarajan said that no one knew
in what context the remarks
might have been made. “The
stand of the BJP and Mr. Vaj-
payee was made in Parliament
and is neither a secret nor amys-
tery for the President of the
USAY” '

Both Mr. Jaswant Singh and
another former External Affairs
Minister Yashwant Sinha em-
phasised that there was an es-
tablished convention in India
that Prime Ministers visiting
abroad did not bring in domestic
politics. Mr. Sinha said that
when Mr. Vajpayee travelled
abroad he “always emphasised

that the ruling and opposition
parties in India worked together
on issues of national impor-
tance.” He added: “The Prime
Minister had an opportunity to
emphasise to Mr. Bush some of
the concerns expressed by Mr.
Vajpayee instead of presenting
them as criticism.”

BJP general secretary Rajnath
Singh told The Hindu that “the
Prime Minister had lost his po-
litical gravity [by making these
remarks).” He said that in 1995
when Mr. Vajpayee was asked by
the then Prime Minister, P.V.
Narasimha Rao, to represent In-
dia’s viewpoint on Kashmir at a
conference in Geneva, Mr. Vaj-
payee had presented India’s [of-
ficial] view although there were
differences between the Con-
gress and the BJP on the Kash-
mir issue.”
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France to
help India .-

(0/\

Civilian nuclear needs to be met

Harish Khare

PARIS: France has promised to
leave “no stone unturned” to en-
able India to meet suitably its
:ivilian nuclear needs, an euphe-
nism for a gradual dismantling
>f the restrictive Nuclear Suppli-
ars Group (NSG).

This French “commitment”
came during an “extremely
warm” meeting between Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
French President Jacques Chi-
rac at the Elysee Palace on Mon-
day. But before the
“commitment” was made, Mr.
Chirac put on record that Dr.
Singh “is confirming today the
decision to buy six Scorpene
submarines and 43 Airbus air-
craft which is of course a token
of confidence, friendship and
cooperation .we are of course
sensible to.”

Both sides avoided any sug-
gestion of a quid pro quo. In fact,
the Indian side stopped short of
suggesting that a nuclear “deal”
has been clinched. India also
hinted that it was ready to buy
French nuclear reactors and a
feasibility study was already be-
ing undertaken.

The operative part of the
| joint=statement issued by the
two leaders reads: “France ac-
knowledges the need for full in-
ternational civilian nuclear
cooperation with India and will
work towards this objective by
working with other countries
and the NSG and by deepening
bilateral cooperation. France
appreciated India’s strong com-
mitment to preventing weapons
of mass destruction (WMD) pro-
liferation and the ongoing steps
it is taking in this regard. In this
context, both countries will also
work @m‘ﬁs conclusion of a bi-

-

lateral nuclear cooperation
agreement.”
A “regime change”

According to Foreign Secre-
tary Shyam Saran, this state-
ment ought to be read along with
the India-U.S. agreement of July
14, 2005, as also the statement
after the British Prime Minis-
ter’s recent visit.

As Mr. Saran saw it, all these
developments pointed towards a
“regime change” in nuclear tech-
nology trade and transfer.
France, according to him, has as-
sured India that it will work with
other NSG members to ensure
that India’s requirements of nu-
clear fuel and technology are
met.

India publicly refused to men-
tion any date as to when the NSG
could breached but the officials
privately sounded confident that
with Washington on board, In-
dia could hope to see an end to
this restrictive regime before
long.

France has bought into the In-
dia’s argument that New Delhi
needed to develop its civilian nu-
clear programme because “nu-
clear energy provides a safe,
environmental friendly and sus-
tainable source of energy.” Ac-
cordingly, India and France have
agreed on “the need to further
develop international coopera-
tion in promoting the use of nu-
clear energy for peaceful
purposes.”

Besides the promised disman-
tling of the NSG regime, the two
countries agreed to work on “a
framework agreement on de-
fence cooperation.”

Another report on Page 12




ﬁatwar‘vows closer
~pties with Iran

TEHERAN, Sept. 2. —
Pledging to further strength-
en and exparid mutual coop-
eration and strategic part-
nership, external affairs min-
ister Mr Natwar Singh today
arrived on a three-day visit
to Iran, marking India’s first
high-level political contact

with this country’s new
government.
Immediately after his

arrival, Mr Singh, who was
received at the airport by his
[ranian counterpart Mr
“fanouchehr Mottaki, drove

-aight to the tomb of Iran’s

supreme leader Ayatollah
Khomeini and laid a wreath
there. India and Iran enjoyed
“excellent bilateral relations
and I hope to have an in-
depth exchange of views on
all issues of mutual interest,”
he said earlier at the airport.

The foreign minister said
his interaction with the
Iranian leadership would

further - strengthen ~and
e¢apand opportunities of
mutual cooperation. Mr

‘Mottaki said the two coun-

tries were having “very
good” bilateral ties and Mr
Singh’s visit will mark a new
era in bilateral ties. “I am
sure, we will witness stregth-

enlng of relations during this
visit,” he said. ‘

During his stay here, Mr
Singh will call on President

- Mahmud Ahmedinejad tom-

orrow and hold talks with Mr

. Mottaki on the entire range

of bilateral relations and
regional and international
matters of mutual concern,
including the nuclear issue.

He is scheduled to hold
parleys with Iran’s new Chief
Nuclear Negotiator  Ali
Larijani, who was in New
Delhi earlier this week and
held talks with Mr Singh
ahead of the visit. Both these
meetings are also slated for
tomorrow.



A test for India’s foreign policy .. .

1 a

India needs to stay the course in building an enhanced energy partnership with Iran an
taking an independent position on its civil nuclear energy programme.

Amit Baruah

NDIAN DIPLOMACY has been quick

off the blocks. Within days of a new

Government headed by President

Mahmoud Ahmedinejad taking office
in Iran, External Affairs Minister Natwar
Singh will be in Teheran for talks with the
leadership.

Mr. Singh, who will be in Iran from Sep-
tember 2 to 4, will have talks with his Iranian
counterpart Manouchehr Mottaki, and is
scheduled to call on President Ahmedinejad
as well. Senior officials said planning for Mr.
Singh’s visit began soon after it became clear
that a new and very different Government
was going to take charge in Teheran. The
visit comes at an opportune moment to clear
the confusion caused by comments made by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh when he
spoke of the “uncertainties” in Iran casting a
shadow on finances for a possible Iran-Pa-
kistan-India gas pipeline during a July 21
interview with The Washington Post.

Following the Prime Minister’s remarks,
questions have been raised about Indian in-
tentions towards the project, especially on
account of the open opposition to the pipe-
line from the United States. Though there
has been no reaction from Iran, it is clear Dr.
Manmohan Singh’s remarks need to be clar-
ified. Teheran also needs to be told whether
or not New Delhi is serious about the
project.

“We want to stress during the External
Affairs Minister’s visit that despite our im-
proved relations with the United States, Iran
remains very important to us,” a top Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry official told this cor-
respondent. Iran was a key energy supplier
for India, the official said, adding that a new
Government was in place and it was impor-
tant for New Delhi to make contact with it.
Apart from the pipeline project, India has
signed an LNG deal with Iran and Indian
companies such as the Tatas and Essar are
keen on investing in that country.

The official also pointed to the visit to
New Delhi by Supreme National Security
Council Secretary Ali Larijani, in the context
of the nuclear pressures faced by Iran. The
new Iranian leadership has left no doubt
that it wants to expand the European troika
with which it has been negotiating nuclear
questions. Though the development of the

s
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RENEWING TIES: Iran’s Supreme National Security Council Secretary Ali Larijani and External Affairs Minister

Natwar Singh in New Delhi on Wednesday. - PHOTO: AFP

Chabahar port in Iran and the road linkages
to Afghanistan are a major example of India-
Iran cooperation, New Delhi is aware that it
needs to push ahead with the project and
ensure its speedy implementation. This is-
sue is also likely to figure in Mr. Natwar
Singh’s discussions in Iran.

In a sense, Indian policy towards Iran will
be a litmus test of the Manmohan Singh
Government’s sincerity in pursuing an inde-
pendent foreign policy. Washington will not
be happy if India pursues strategic energy
cooperation with it.

Indian officials often tom-tom that Isla-
mabad is susceptible {o American pressure
while New Delhi is not. That proposition can
be called into question given the stand taken

by India on the pipeline. The American op-
position to the pipeline also drives a bus
through Washington’s stated objective of
promoting cooperation between India and
Pakistan. The Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline,
which is a win-win project for all three coun-
tries, has the potential radically to trans-
form the energy scene in South Asia.

On the nuclear issue, there’s little doubt
that as a party to the Nuclear Non-prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT), Iran is well within its
rights to carry on with a nuclear energy
programme. However, it is equally clear that
Washington has Iran in its sights and, in the
months ahead, the issue of Iranian (remem-
ber the tall stories about Irag) “prolifer-
ation” could well make its way to the United

Nations Security Council.

Given the fact that Washington has hardly
hidden its intentions towards Iran, the Indi-
an position on the nuclear question will also
be closely watched. The Iranian side, on its
part, has been saying it wants to involve the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in the nego-
tiations with the EU troika. Obviously, India
will be important if the Iranian goal is to
involve NAM in these delicate negotiations.

A good, first step has been taken by New
Delhi in setting up an early visit to Teheran
by the External Affairs Minister. It now
needs to stay the course in building an en-
hanced energy partnership with Iran and
taking an independent position on Tehe-
ran’s civil nuclear energy programme.

e



Natwar calls for Afro-Asian -

resolve to ‘shape an

Y
YN
P.S. Suryanarayana ‘

SINGAPORE: The External Affairs
Minister, K. Natwar Singh, on
Wednesday proposed that the
countries of Asia and Africa
“should determine to shape a
new United Nations”.

Calling for an inter-continen-
tal political resolve to refashion
the U.N,, including the Security
Council in particular, Mr. Singh
said it was now necessary to re-
form not only the U.N, but also
the Bretton Woods institutions
so that they would “reflect the
realities of 2005”.

He was addressing the Asian-
African ministerial meeting in
Jakarta ahead of a summit of
leaders from these two conti-
nents in the Indonesian capital
on Friday and Saturday as also
the summit in Bandung on Sun-
day that would commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the first-
ever show of Afro-Asian political
solidarity.

Plan of action

The Foreign Ministers later
adopted a “plan of action” for
consideration by the leaders in
formulating “a new strategic
partnership” between Asia and
Africa. Emphasising the need for
a comprehensive reform of what
has come to be known as the
Yalta Order of international po-
litical institutions and related fi-
nancial entities such as the
World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, Mr.
Singh pointed out that the UN,,
when founded in 1945, was
“based on the power realities of
that time”.

He said, “it is important to in-
crease the membership of the
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The Foreign Minister, Natwar Singh, and his Indonesian
counterpart, Hassan Wirqjuda, take part in a photo
session after the opening of the Asia-Africa Ministerial
meeting at the Jakarta Convention Centre. - REUTERS

United Nations Security Coun-
cil, both in the permanent as
well as the non-permanent
categories”.

Mr. Singh’s call acquired im-
portance in view of India’s cur-
rent bid for a permanent seat in
the Security Council and, in a
more immediate context, the
planned consultations, expected
tobe a “brain-storming session”,
between the U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan, and the Afro-
Asian Ministers in Jakarta on
Thursday.

In a media comment on the
margins of the ministerial meet-
ing, Mr. Singh said the concept
of non-alignment remained rel-
evant to this day, while the non-
aligned movement (NAM) as
such might require diplomatic
blood transfusion so as to reo-
rient itself to the challenges of

the 2lst century, ranging from
terrorism to globalisation. -

Gobalisation

In his intervention during the
ministerial meeting, he said that
“while the decline of colonialism
and the emergence of power
blocs defined the international
situation at that time [of NAM
formation], it is globalisation, we
believe, which defines today’s
paradigm”. Mr. Singh held con-
sultations with several other
Foreign Ministers on issues re-
lating to the proposed Asia-Afri-
ca strategic partnership. He is
scheduled to take part in the
consultations with the U.N. Sec-
retary General on the reforms
issue and also hold bilateral
meetings with the Foreign Min-
ister of Japan, Nobutaka Ma-
chimura, and others.

™ 1mp




Asia, Africa should'end energy

dependence:

WS '\/)X\a
“Framework within which we produce

Siddharth Varadarajan

JAKARTA: India has called for Asia
and Africa to end their “anoma-
lous” dependence on Western
governments and companies for
the buying and selling of oil and
gas, saying it was high time the
two continents — which include
some of the world’s largest pro-
ducers and consumers of energy
— evolved a “framework” of their
own.

This suggestion — made by
the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, in his speech to the Asian-
African summit here on Satur-
day — reflects India’s growing
emphasis on energy diplomacy
and is of potentially huge signif-
icance for the future of the
world’s oil and gas industry.
“While our continents include
both major producers and con-
sumers of energy, the frame-
work within which we produce
and consume energy is deter-
mined elsewhere,” Dr. Singh
said, adding, “We must end this
anomaly.”

Competition for “new oil”

Though buried within the
text, the Prime Minister’s call
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for Asian and African Govern-
ments to forge direct links in the
energy sector is likely to height-
en anxieties among Western oil
majors about the growing com-
petition for “new oil” from pub-
lic sector companies in Asia. On
Thursday, for example, the CEO
of Shell, Jeoen van der Veer, cau-
tioned the new oil producing
countries from doing business
with state-owned companies
from India and China, saying
this would make them vulner-
able to “interference” by foreign
governments.

Dr. Singh’s use of the word
“framework” is a reference not
just to the mediatory role of
Western companies as pro-
ducers, buyers and sellers but al-
so to efforts by Western
governments, particularly
Washington, to direct the Cen-
tral Asian and African energy
sector, including pipeline
routes, away from its most im-
portant future consumer —
South, South-East and East Asia.

During Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao’s visit to India earlier this
month, India and China agreed
to cooperate in oil extraction ac-
tivities in third countries, espe-

cially in Africa. And the
proposed Iran-Pakistan-India
gas pipeline is being seen in
some quarters as the precursor
to a more extensive energy grid
that could link up Central Asia
with India, China and other
parts of East Asia.

Dr. Singh’s speech to the Ja-
karta summit also focussed on
other areas of South-South
cooperation. Describing the
Non-Aligned Movement —
which grew out of the 1955 Ban-
dung Conference — as “one of
the greatest peace movements
ever,” he said colonialism and
apartheid “have been compre-
hensively defeated” and most
peoples in Asia and Africa have
achieved freedom or statehood
“barring the brave Palestinian
people.”

Elusive security order

The world today is more in-
tegrated than it was in 1955 but
“a cooperative and consensual
international security order
eludes us,” Dr. Singh said.

“Its consequence is insecuri-
ty, not common security.” That
is why “democratisation of the
United Nations and its special-

Manmohan 9.

d consume energy is determined elsewhere"

ised agencies must be a funda-
mental plank” of the new
strategic partnership between
Asia and Africa, he added, with-
out going into any specific calls
for Security Council reform.

Saying that a “new coopera-
tive global structure is withinre-
ach,” the Prime Minister
stressed the need for Africa and
Asia to create “new structures of
mutual support, solidarity and
cooperation.” :

It was regrettable, he said,
that “South-South linkages have
weakened when they are most
required.”

Responding to the highly fa-
vourable assessment of the re-
cent India-Pakistan summit
made by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, at the Jakarta
meeting on Friday, Dr. Singh
said he appreciated and fully re-
ciprocated those positive senti-
ments.

“We have embarked upon a
journey towards peace and good
neighbourly ties [with Pakistan].
... We are sincere in our desire to
resolve all issues in a mutually
acceptable manner. This will
surely bring benefit to our peo-
ples and region.”
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India ready to "

~

accept any date”;.
for SAARC meet -+

Entire gamut of ties with Bangladesh discussed

Siddharth Varadarajan

JAKARTA: More than two months
after India forced a postpone-
ment of the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation
summit in the wake of King Gya-
nendra’s seizure of power in Ne-
pal, the External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh, has said
that New Delhi is prepared to
accept any suitable date for the
meeting that Bangladesh, as
summit host, wishes to propose.

Mr. Singh communicated this
to the Foreign Minister of Ban-
gladesh, Morshed Khan, at a bi-
lateral meeting on the sidelines
of the just-concluded Asian-
African summit here on Satur-
day. The two Ministers also dis-
cussed “the entire gamut of
bilateral issues,” an External Af-
fairs Ministry press statement

| stated, making no note of the
| recent incident on the India-
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Bangladesh border in which a
BSF company commander was
killed.

India’s decision to signal its
willingness to let the SAARC
summit be held — the presum-
ption is sooner rather than later
— comes in the wake of the re-
cent change in policy towards
King Gyanendra. In a meeting
with the King in Jakarta on Sat-
urday, the Prime Minister, Man-
mohan Singh, agreed to lift the
suspension of military supplies
to the Royal Nepal Army im-
posed in the wake of the royal
coup. In return, the King agreed
to think about drawing up a road
map for the restoration of de-

mocracy. On February 2, the
Foreign Secretary, Shyam Saran,
told reporters that India’s deci-
sion to seek a postponement of
the Dhaka summit “has been
taken against the background of
recent developments in our
neighbourhood which have
caused us grave concern.” Asked
specifically whether this was in
response to King Gyanendra’s
coup, Mr. Saran said that “cer-
tainly, the developments in Ne-
pal as well as the continuing and
deteriorating security situation
in Bangladesh are the two key
factors.”

Senior officials had said at the
time that India did not want to
legitimise King Gyanendra’s
takeover by allowing him “pho-
to-ops” with Dr. Singh and other
SAARC leaders at Dhaka.

Indeed, New Delhi believes
the King timed his February 1
coup with an eye on the SAARC
summit, which was scheduled
for February 9.

Formally, however, the MEA
had refused to link King Gya-
nendra to India’s wish that the
SAARC summit be postponed. “I
do not think that our decision

should be projected in terms of
our willingness or unwillingness
to share the platform with this or
that leader. We have gone to
SAARC summits irf the past and
shared the platform with various
leaders of different political per-
suasions. I do not think that
should be taken as the reason for
our decision,” Mr. Saran said.

Asked whether India was be-
having like a “big brother” in get-
ting the SAARC summit
postponed, Mr. Saran had said
that “If you have the kind of en-
vironment, political environ-
ment and security environment,
which prevails today, we genu-
inely believe that the desired
outcomes are not possible.

So, we should wait until the
time is propitious to have such a
very important and significant
summit... Obviously, we would
be looking for amelioration of
the situation or an improvement
of the situation which would dis-
pel some of the concerns that we
are expressing today”.

Manmohan's cail: Page 12

Asian-African Partnership signed

BANDUNG (INDONESIA): Asian and
African leaders on Sunday
signed a new Strategic Partner-
ship to ensure peace, stability
and security in the two conti-
nents by boosting trade and
stepping up cooperation in the
war against terrorism and trans-

™

national organised crimes.

The Indonesian President,
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono,
and the South African leader,
Thabo Mbeki, inked the four-
page declaration on the - New
Asian-African Partnership in the
historic town. — PTI
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Do not resume arms supplies .

to Nepal, say Left parties, ’

“Desist from any move that will
fegitimise the King's action”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI; The Left parties have
asked the Government not to re-
sume arms supplies to Nepal, as
it will appear to justify the King
of Nepal’s suppression of the
elementary democratic rights of
the people.

“If this report is true, it is a
wrong and unjustified step. The
Indian Government had correct-

25 APR 2005

ly decided to stop military sup-
plies after the King of Nepal had
suppressed parliamentary de-
mocracy and imposed an emer-
gency,” said a statement issued
on Sunday by the Polit Bureau of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist).

The CPI (M) demanded that
the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) Government clarify the
situation immediately and there

THE HINDU

should be “no question” of re-
suming arms supplies. “The UPA
Government must realise that‘
the appreciation and goodwill it
earned with its firm stand in de-
fence of democracy and popular
government in Nepal will disap-
pear and it will be held respon-
sible for abetting the King's
authoritarianism,” the state-
ment added.

The party said that all that the
King assured in his talks with the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, in Jakarta was that de-
mocracy would be restored
“sooner rather than later.” Even

(o
He |

the municipal elections thathave
been announced are “farcical
and cannot be a substitute for the
full restoration of parliamentary
democracy and having an elected
government,” it observed.

The Communist Party of India
(CPI) also wanted the Govern-
ment to clarify its stand on the
issue and felt political parties
and Parliament should be taken
into confidence. Speaking to The
Hindu from Thanjavur, the CP1 |
national secretary, D. Raja, found
it strange that it was the King
who announced what the Indian
Government planned to do.

—
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/NDIA VOICE OF ASIA AT PACT-SIGNING

Trade must help
the poo

The Jukarta FnsthNN &PTI

BANDUNG, April 24. — Reflecting its
enhanced stature in world affairs, India
today got a rare honour when Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh spoke for
the whole of Asia at the signing ceremo-
ny of a historic Asia-Africa strategic part-
nership agreement and advocated
reforms of the United Nations and inter-
national financial institutions.

The New Asia Africa Strategic Part-
nership (NAASP), aimed at boosting eco-
nomic and political relations and coun-
tering threats of globalisation, was signed
by 106 countries from the two regions
after their two-day summit marking the
50th anniversary of the historic Bandung
Conference that led to the birth of the
Non-Aligned Movement.

India being given the honour to repre-
sent” Asia, even though leaders from co-
untries like China and Japan were also
present, is seen with considerable impor-
tance since New Delhi is a candidate for
a permanent seat in the expanded UN
Security Council.

Addressing the Golden Jubilee of the
Bandung Asia-Africa Conference here
after taking a symbolic walk along with
other world leaders to commemorate the
historic event and the signing ceremony,
Dr Singh said the global trading system
should be made more sensitive to the
needs and aspirations of poorer coun-
tries.

He asked the Asian and African coun-
tries to “ensure that the architecture of
international institutions is democratised
and made more representative.” “This
restructuring should include the United
Nations and its specialised agencies and
the international financial institutions,”
Dr Singh said. “In the context of the pre-
sent global challenges, the Non-Aligned
Movement remains a valid and effective
instrument to ensure the creation of a

I
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In the context of the present
_global challenges, the
_Non-Aligned Movemant
, remalns..an effective ¢!
ment to ensure the ¢

order ~ Manmohan Singh k

more just and fair global order,” he said.

The NAASP declaration aims to ensure
peace, stability and security in the two con-
tinents besides boosting trade and stepping
up cooperation in the war against terror-
ism and transnational organised crimes.

Indonesian President Mr Susilo Bam-
bang Yudhoyono and South African lea-
der Mr Thabo Mbeki inked the four-page
declaration on the NAASP in this historic
town where the countries from the two
continents got together for the first time
in 1955 and subsequently created NAM.

Through the strategic partnership “we
will pool together the vast resources and
the tremendous creative energies of Asia
and Africa to solve some of the most per-
sistent problems of development,”yw/
Yudhoyono told the signing ceremony~

In the declaration, the leaders said:
“We are determined to prevent conflict
and resolve disputes by peaceful means
and endeavour to explore innovative
mechanisms for confidence-building and
dispute resolution as well as for post-con-
flict peace-building.”

Dr Singh also spoke about “lacunae” in
governance process in some Asian and
African nations and favoured its mod-
ernisation to make it suitable to the needs
of the current times.

The leaders also committed themselves
to the principle of self-determination as
set in the Final Communique of the 1955
Bandung Conference and the Charter of

the United Nations.
—
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‘India will not be used by any power’

In an exclusive interview to The Hindu on Friday, External Affairs Minister

Natwar Singh spoke with Siddharth Varadarajan and Amit Baruah about

recent developments on ‘}he diplomatic front. Excerpts:

~
King Gyanendra came out of his meeting - -

with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in
Jakarta last month saying arms supplies to
Nepal would continue. India has not
contradicted him. Are we going to resume
sending weapons?

Natwar Singh: The supply of arms to
Nepal is under constant review. In Jakarta,
the Prime Minister spelt out our concerns
about the post-February 1, 2005 events, that
they were a setback to the democratic proc-
ess which, he felt, should be resumed before
anything could be done. And we had hoped
the King would take some action. But then
Mr. Sher Bahadur Deuba was arrested. The
emergency has been lifted but it is still par-
tial in many ways. Given the nature of our
very close relations with Nepal, we have to
be extremely cautious and very patient. It’s
our hope and endeavour to see that normal-
cy returns.

And military supplies...
The question remains under review.

But has a first shipment of arms now been
sent to Nepal, the tranche that was heid
back in February?

The details 1 don’t know. That only the
Defence Minister will know.

On the issue of refations with the United
States, your party opposed sending Indian
troops to irag. On other issues too, you were
critical. Now that you are in government, in
what way are the UPA's policies towards the
U.S. different from those of the NDA?

Relations with the U.S. have improved
considerably in the past 12 months — they
have never been better. With regard to Iraq,
our policy is governed by the unanimous
resolution of Parliament in 2003. We have
donated $10 million to the international
trust fund for Iraq, and offered to assist
them in civil service training, the framing of
a constitution.

In the Opposition, the Congress had
criticised the BJP for committing Indian
support to the American missile defence
programme. You asked whether the cost-
benefit to india had been taken into account.
However, the UPA is continuing with the
NDA's policy on this. What is the benefit to
India that you see now?

1 don’t think we have taken any decision
onit.

But missile defence remains a component of
the NSSP process.

Under the NSSP, currently we are only in
the phase of being given briefings on the
missile defence programme. No decision has
been taken that we are going in for, say, the
purchase of an anti-missile defence system.
The interest part is, of course, quite obvious,
because it is a technology which can have
important uses for us, it is certainly in our
interest to keep abreast of all these tech-
nologies. The U.S. is currently giving you
briefings on this, including confidential
briefings on the system. It is to our
advantage.

Many countries say missile defence will fuel
a new arms race, that it only encourages the

Natwar Singh ... outlining policy. - PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

other side to produce more missiles.
We've not taken a position on this.

When President Musharraf was here, he said
converting the Line of Control into the
border is unacceptable to Pakistan,
redrawing the LoC is unacceptable to india
and that both countries favour soft borders.
Do you think this provides a framework
within which the issue of Kashmir can be
discussed?

The composite dialogue is going extreme-
ly well. For example, in his Jakarta speech,
General Musharraf said relations were im-
proving so well they could be an example to
the rest of the world. I must say that without
his personal involvement, it would not have
been possible to have the bus service started.
During his visit here, the two leaders got on
very well. They also know there are certain
things which can’t be done overnight. We
have also said we are hoping the commit-
ment made on January 6, 2004, will be hon-
oured by the Pakistani side... There is some
terrorist activity going on, but the overall
Indo-Pak. scene looks more promising than
it has done for many decades.

Why is that? Have we changed, or have the
Pakistanis changed?

I think the global scenario has changed.
And 1 also think the change in the atmo-
sphere in both countries at the peoples’ level
also helped a great deal. We know the diffi-
culties, they know the difficulties. But if con-
tacts increase — President Musharraf
himself said, “Why only a bus across the LoC,
why not trucks with goods?” We have also
asked them why our goods can’t go through
Pakistan instead of through Dubai, whichisa
loss to both countries.

Some people in the U.S. and India say China is
a 'strategic threat’ to both countries and
that Washington and Delhi need to

coordinate their policies. How do you see
this evolving triangular relationship in the
next 20 years?

1think our relationship with the U.S. inno
way affects our relationship with the Chi-
nese. We have very good relations with the
U.S., very good relations with China. These
relations are getting better, if you just take
the trade figures. We don’t subscribe to this
theory that any country is using India as a
counterbalance for another country... India
would not like to be used by any power. We
have to look after our own national interests.

The “quiding principles’ on the border
settiement with China give rise to the
possibility of territorial adjustments in the
future. Do you think a change in the map of
India is something that wouid be acceptable
to public opinion?

We are looking at a boundary settlement
from the overall perspective of bilateral rela-
tions. The first stage of the work of the Spe-
cial Representatives was completed with the
signing of the agreement on the guiding
principles. In the second stage, the SRs have
been asked to hold discussions to reach a
consensus on the agreed framework of the
boundary settlement. It would be premature
now to talk of the outcome of the discussion
of the SRs. Whatever the outcome, it will be
within the limits defined by the political pa-
rameters, the guiding principles laid down
by both sides.

How does the Government look at the
prospects of resuming the peace process in
SriLanka?

We are looking at a solution that takes into
account the concerns of all the people of Sri
Lanka. Our view with regard to Eelam is well
known; it has not changed. We are for the
sovereignty, territorial integrity of Sri Lan-
ka. We are concerned about the LTTE having
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built an ‘airstrip and having two aeroplanes
and there’s news about more coming.

Will India resist U.S. pressure on the Iran-
Pakistan-india gas tie-up and go ahead with
the pipeline?

I said so at my press conference with Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice when she
made the views of the U.S. known. I said we
have very good relations with Iran, we have
no problems with Iran. The pipeline is men-
tioned in the statement issued in September
{2004] in New York by the Prime Minister
and President Musharraf. Our Petroleum
Minister is going to Pakistan very soon. The
earlier impression was that India was the
stumbling block. We are not. Our energy
needs are going to increase exponentially in
the next 20 years and there’s no other way
but to have this kind of an arrangement.

On the reform of the U.N. Security Council, is
India proposing an “Option C" as opposed to
“Option A" and “Option B"” [both without
the veto] proposed by the High-Level Panel
or is India willing to go along with Option A?

We have, along with Brazil, Japan and
Germany, made our position well known.
We are hoping to table a resolution and are
hoping to have a very large co-sponsorship
for the resolution before the General As-
sembly meets in September. A lot of people
think this is a matter for the Security Coun-
cil to decide. No, this is a matter for the
General Assembly to decide with a two-
thirds majority. There are 54 nations from
Africa, they are very important players in
the expansion process. Our position has, so
far, been that India should be in the Security
Council with a veto. A third view is that the
veto should be abolished, which is unlikely.
There is another point of view that there
could be an informal arrangement that no
one country can veto, there should be two or
three. Given the world scenario today, with
the U.N. having 192 members, it will be very
difficult for any of the P-5 to exercise their
veto against the popular mood for change.
We are also realistic enough to know that the
present five will not like the veto to be ex-
tended to other members.

[The] Prime Minister has said that we are
against any discrimination between the old
and the new. The African view is the same.
What we have to remember is that these five
permanent members have to go back to their
respective parliaments ... If the U.S. Senate
doesn’t ratify, there’s a new situation. Now,
from what Secretary-General Kofi Annan
told us, his expectation is that howsoever
strong the reservations of one permanent
member against a new one ... in today’s cli-
mate it would be difficult to exercise the
veto. At the most, that power would abstain.

Why doesn’t India stick to its earlier stand
that the veto, per se, is undemocratic and
should be done away with?

1t’s not excluded. The discussions are go-
ing on at various levels, at various forums
and they will be further intensified in the
next few weeks. You can’t even rule out, and
I am taking the extreme position — the con-
tradictions are so great, the differences so
obvious, that nothing may happen. And,
that’ll be a great tragedy.
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PM forms panel on trade
economic relations .,

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury m% W
New Delhi, May 2
N\

CRITICAL OF the way economic rela-
tions with foreign countries have been
handled and the 'inadequate home-
work' behind preparations for foreign
visits, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has appointed a trade and eco-
nomic relations committee (TERC).

To be chaired by the Prime Minister,
the committee is intended as a "think
tank cum implementation agency" to
enable "more substance” (read eco-
nomic content and specific projects) to
emerge from summit level meetings,

PMO spokesman Sanjaya Baru said on.

Monday. The committee flows from
Singh's conviction that foreign policy
in the increasingly globalised world
will be powered by economic relations,
Baru said.

On the agenda for the committee's

first meeting is the Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement
(CECA) with Singapore, set to be
signed when Prime Minister Lee visits
India later this month. Also, substan-
tive "credible proposals” and initia-
tives will be presented by Singh when
he travels for the G-8 summit and to
the US in July.

Implicit in the formation of the
TERC is criticism of the way big-ticket
projects and collaborations with for-
eign countries have been announced,
mostly by the external affairs min-
istry, without looking closely into the
pros and cons or details of the agree-
ments.

An example cited was the announce-
ment of the free trade agreement be-
tween India and Sri Lanka by former
prime minister AB Vajpayee and Sri
Lankan President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga.
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A more recent example of slow coor-
dination was during the just-conclud-
ed visit of Japanese Premier Junichiro
Koizumi, when, after the announce-
ment of the $5-billion dedicated rail
freight corridors project from Delhi to
Mumbai and Delhi to Kolkata, the fea-
sibility study will now begin.

The TERC will include, besides the
Prime Minister, finance minister P
Chidambaram, external affairs minis-
ter Natwar Singh, commerce and in-
dustry minister Kamal Nath and
deputy chairman of Planning Com-
mission, Montek Singh Ahluwalia.

For expert inputs it will include
chairman of Prime Minister's econom-
ic advisory committee, C Rangarajan;
chairman, competitive manufacturing
council, V Krishnamurthy; national
security adviser MK Narayanan and
PM's principal secretary TKA Nair,

who will be the convenor. /



Mama MEA, make u

NE of the collateral bene-
Oﬁts ofliving in New Delhi is

frequent exposure to In-
dia’s strategic affairs circuit. Its
nodal point is, really, the Ministry of
External Affairs. The MEA turns
into a frenetic spin doctor each time
a new initiative or visit is to be ex-
plained, and its wisdom is transmit-
ted through a network of corre-
spondents and commentators.

As spring has given way to sum-
mer, the diplomatic calendar has
been hyper-busy. Inall this, that old
thetorical question, “How many In-
dians does it take to change a light
bulb?”, has found a diplomatic vari-
ant: how many strategic partner-
ships will it take to make India a
superpower?

Begin with end March and the
visit of the American secretary of
state. It left India with the offer of a
“strategic partnership”. Shortly af-

terwards, the Chinese prime minister -

came along and offered India an-
other “strategic partnership”. Now
the Japanese prime minister is here
with a third “strategic partnership”.

Next month, the Indian prime
minister visits Russia to, no doubt,
celebrate an old “strategic partner-
ship”. In 2005, India and Australia
could exchange prime ministerial
visits and upgrade their “strategic di-
alogue” to — what else? — a
“strategic partnership”.

That aside, a familiar bunch of
Cold War nostalgics speaksof a trilat-
eral India-Russia-China “strategic

g w’\ v
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partners}up” — as opposed to bilat-

eral strategic partnerships between
these countries. Finally, this week,
one analyst came close to advocatinga
strategic partnership with an “Euro-
pean Union seeking to cut its apron
strings to America”, a happy occur-
rence Europhilic Indians have been
waiting for since the D-Daylandings.
Even if Venezuela and all of
Africa have not been strategically
partnered yet, that is a whole lot of
strategic partnerships tocope with.
The problem of plenty is infec-
tious. Take India’s imminent great
power status, America promises to

AsHOK MALIK
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catch-all mantra that is now pasted
oneverywall in South Block.
Doeswar with nobody automati-
cally mean strategic partnershipwith
everybody? Justwhat is goingon?
Asa consequerice of its growing
economy and political stability, In-
dia is being wooed like never be-

fore. Its stock markets are attract--

ing even Japanese and Chinese FII.
The US sees India as an outsourc-
ing hub as much a huge market for
American banks or insurance com-
panies or alrhnes abulwark against
Islamist extremism, in Pakistan or
Bangladesh or further afield.

Does war with nobody automatically mean
strategic partnership with everybody?
Just what Is going on?

help India “become a major world
powerin the 21st century”. China has
promoted India from “regional po-
wer” to “very populous country” that
will “play an even bigger role ininter-
national affairs”. Japan sees India as
both “stabilising power” and “new
Asiansuperpower”.

With breathtaking aplomb the
MEA and its merry band have dili-
gently explained each happening

- with adjectives such as “significant”
and “crucial”. Any suggestion thatso
many strategic partnerships with so
many countries may be contradic-
tory has been pooh-poohed. If you
object, you are accused of being un-
able to “think out of the box”, a

There is a degree of competitive,
me-too courtship. The Chinese, ap-
art from eyeing Indian commodities
for their factories, are worried India
will fall to American charms. The
Japanese are trying to neutralise the
Chinese. It’s a complex but never-
theless heady feeling to be suddenly
sodesirable.

Yet strategic partners and part-
nerships necessitate a strategic vi-
sion, a clear-headed approach to
specific foreign policy aims and

goals. Doesthe MEA have astrate-

gic world view (as things stand,
even a strategic Nepal view would
be fine)? Perhaps it simply has a
menu of strategic world views, one

Ip your mind
10|

of which is pulled out to suit the
visitor of the week.

India ends up doing two things.
First, beating about the bush (or
Bush). The three-way alliance with
Russia and China is humbug,. Nei-
ther Moscow nor Beijing takes it
seriously enough to risk individual
equations with Washington. The
big choice is between playing bat-
ting partner to America — or, if
India is feeling particularly mas-
ochistic, to China.

Second, India has to guard ag-
ainst complacency. Just because it is
being wooed and called a potential
power doesn’t mean it will become a
power. The US strategic partner-
ship offer, for instance, has spoken
of transferring nuclear plants, virtu-
ally recognising India as a nuclear-
weapons state.

George W. Bush has two years
to deliver, before he becomes a
lame duck president. He will need
to convince the State Department,
India-sceptic Congressmen on Ca-
pitol Hill, a host of second-rung
powers who may thinK India is get-
ting undue advantage.

Shouldn’t India be taking this
with some urgency? Shouldn’t the
government be painting the big pic-
ture for home opinion? Shouldn’t
MEA Iobbyists be mollifying poten-
tial spoilers, on the Hill and beyond?

Er no; the MEA's too busy —
signing the next strategic partner-
ship with the next visitor who lands
atthe airport.
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- What's the policy?,.. .

NDIA'S TURNAROUND on rela-
tions with Bangladesh and Nepal is
not easy to explain, though it can
be understood. It has been just two
months since New Delhi took a tough
position against the coup in Nepal and
developments in Bangladesh by forcing
the postponement of the summit of the
South Asian Association of Regional
Cooperation (Saarc). What does seem to
have happened is that New Delhi has
become aware that that policy was not
working and that to make it work re-

quired a tougher course of action whose

consequences could have been counter-
productive. Boycotting the monarchy
and suspending aid was not sufficient to
get King Gyanendra in line. He success-
fully cracked down on dissent and be-
gan playing hardball by making over-
tures to Beijing and Islamabad.

To compound this, the mainstream
political parties on whose behalf India
had taken the tough line were unable to
put up a credible challenge against the
royalist coup. As a result, even as the
king in Kathmandu was consolidating
his power, Maoists in the countryside
were having a free run. New Delhi has
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now: bitte%/}lell)ullet and decided that
its key goal — the neutralisation of the
Maoist insurgency — will be best served
by staying the course with the king.

As for Dhaka, which was a target of op-
portunity, in any case, New Delhi has al-
ways had fewer options. This is manifest
by the fact that even as India backtracks
on Saarc, Bangladesh continues to ratch-
et up tension along the Tripura border.
The Indian decision to postpone the sum-
mit is unlikely to have delivered any mes-
sage to Dhaka on the concern its lack-
adaisical approach to security is raising
around the world. India has for years
been concerned about the way in which
forces inimical to India, including the
Pakistani ISI, are making use of Bangla-
deshi territory But it has yet to come up
with an efficacious way to handle
Bangladesh. The growing anarchy and
rise of fundamentalism in Bangladesh is
now raising worries in the US, too, which
worries that transnational terrorists will
use the opportunity to establish them-
selves there. Changing policies that don't
work is a smart thing to do, but the ulti-
mate goal can only be success. What
need are policies that work, and fagt?
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~Delhi relents , .

& How long will Gyanendra prevaricate?. "

elhi’s decision to resume supplying arms to Nepal, repor-

tedly prompted by the fear that Pakistan might step in,
again illustrates an inconsistent foreign policy vis-a-vis our
neighbours. Must this be determined by what Islamabad
does or intends to do? And why only Pakistan, which has
said it has no such intention, and not China, another pot-
ential supplier? What seems ridiculous is the Ministry of
External Affairs’ excuse that the decision was taken most
reluctantly. If Delhi was so satisfied that the King fulfilled
the “preconditions” by not extending the emergency, it
should not have dilly-dallied for ten days. The King is a
taskmaster but does not have the reputation of being a man
of principle. When he met Manmohan Singh in Jakarta, he
reportedly agreed to initiate the restoration of democracy,
on which the Prime Minister gave an “assurance” to review
arms supplies. But the arrest within hours of Sher Bahadur
Deuba by the palace-appointed anti-graft panel on
corruption charges was totally at variance with what the King
had promised. Several former ministers are already in its
dragnet and hundreds of political activists continue to be in
jail. Lifting the emergency was a calculated move to appease
the countries opposed to the royal takeover. Emergency is
gone but bonded emergency remains. Until press censorship
is removed and civil liberties restored, the King’s claim of
having stepped in to save democracy is suspect.

Arms resumption may raise further complications and In-
dia must now concern itself with possible consequences. The
decision will disappoint the Maoists, particularly the Leftists
who are known for their anti-Indian stand and expected
Delhi to put further pressure on the King. They fear the arms
will be used to suppress democratic forces which India tends
to encourage.
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I gla s proactive foreign po ch 2
\7 is good but needs definition . @

VER since the crisis in Nepal began, Washington has
made one thing clear: It is keen that New Delhi han-
dle the situation since both countries agree on the
speedy restoration of democracy in the kingdom.
The areas where the world’s most powerful and largest
democracies are in sync are growing. The sound bytes from :
Washington signal that it wants to add greater depth to rela-
tions between the two countries. The US administration ac-
knowledges India’s standing as a regional power and its po- :
tential as a global power. Contentious issues remain but the
focus has moved to trade and strategic partnerships. In a wel-
come departure from the past, New Delhi has not gone over-
board at this positive turn of events. Instead, it has subtly in-
dicated to Washington that it will pursue other relationships
to further its national interests. New Delhi has wisely moved
away from the prickly border dispute with Beijing and in-
stead sought to upgrade economic relations with China. The
misplaced nostalgia over Indo-Russian ties has given way toa
pragmatic one based on mutual defence and trade needs. De-
spite US secretary of state Condoleezza Rice’s apprehensions
about New Delhi engaging Tehran, especially on energy is-
sues, the Manmohan Singh government politely stressed that
it would not compromise its energy interests. The buzzword
these days is economic diplomacy as the newly created trade
and economic relations council indicates.

The giant emerging Indian market exerts a gravitational :
pull for economic interest everywhere. The recent initiatives |
with Pakistan have enhanced India’s standing. While we may
not share warm relations with all our neighbours, they re-
alise that the Indian economy is capable of charging South !
Asia. With its high growth rate and large foreign exchange re- :
serves, India is now proactively seeking markets as far afield
as Africa in areas like energy and education. With the advan-
tage of a large English-speaking population, India has :
emerged as an IT powerhouse and a favoured destination for
outsourcing from the West. But to build on such positive
trends, we must now have a broad foreign policy framework.
New Delhi must document its long-term strategy. Mature :
democracies, especially those with global worldviews, clearly
state and list their policy objectives from time to time after

thorough debate and discussion. New Delhi now needssucha i

stated strategy both for its own benefit and for the world at
large to understand its vision. i
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No change in
India’s policy
on Maoists

HT Correspondent _
New Delhi, May 26 . v

4+
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THERE IS no change, the MEA
said on Thursday, in India’s policy
towards Maoists in Nepal. MEA
spokesman Navtej Sarna said,
“We unequivocally condemn their
(Maoists’) terrorist and violent
acts that have caused enormous
suffering to the people of Nepal.
It’s our conviction that there’s no
purely military solution to the
Maoist insurgency”, he said.

On a day that senior MEA offi-
cial Ranjit Rae travelled to Nepal
to “oversee certain development
projects”, and “not for anything
political”, official sources said,
Sarna read out a brief statement
to set the record straight that
there was “no change” in India’s
policy towards the Maoist insur-
gents.

New Delhi has been embar-
rassed by official Nepalese allega-
tions that it was interacting with
certain leaders of the insurgent
group. Forced on the backfoot by
reports that Indian security agen-
cies had arranged a meeting of a
Maoist leader with CPI(M) chief
Prakash Karat, the spokesman
quoted a statement by Karat de-
scribing reports of the meeting
as “untrue”.
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/ Natwar speaksYo Straw, /

" Fischer on

NEW DELHI, Jurg 13. — With the G-4

agreeing to d;op their demand for veto
power i%, the draft resolution, there has
be%n an intensification of efforts to lobby
for support for expansion of the UN
Security Council.

Before leaving for Moscow to accom-
pany the UPA chairperson, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, the external affairs minister, Mr
Natwar Singh, spoke to the British for-
eign secretary, Mr Jack Straw, and the
German foreign minister, Mr Joschka
Fischer, on the G-4 resolution.

Earlier, he had also spoken to the other
members of the G-4, Japanese foreign
minister, Mr Nobutaka Machimura and
Brazilian foreign minister, Mr Celso
Amorim.

The calls are indicative of increased
activity on the front both by the G-4
countries and their supporters, as well as
the coffee club nations, with China on
their side.

Recently, the draft resolution circulat-
ed by the G-4 members, India, Japan,
Brazil and Germany, had been revised,
with the four nations agreeing not to
demand veto powers for new permanent

G-4 regplutlon

Mr Natwar Singh

members for 15 years. This concession
had to be made as the coffee club mem-
bers have been making hectic efforts to
stop the G-4 resolution, sending envoys
to various parts of the world. China had
thrown its weight in the opposition to the

draft resolution, terming it as “imma-
ture” as it would prove “divisive”.

Indian official sources have tried to put
a spin on the development, stating that
while India may have agreed to drop the
subject of veto, it will ensure that the lan-
guage reflects its position of non-discrim-
ination. “We may have had to be flexible
on the language to get as many people on
board as possible,” said sources.
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FOREIGN POLICY

in office, several commen-

ators were quick to point
out its successes and failures.
What was most surprising was
their unequivocal appreciation
of the UPA's foreign policy since
it assumed office last May. Be it
the “irreversible” peace process
with Pakistan, or the signing of
the political guidelines regarding
the border dispute with China,
or the strong prospects of nucle-
ar energy cooperation between
India and the US, the UPA was
congratulated by one and all. It
also drew applause for its renew-
ed focus on economic diplomacy
and its strong bid for a perma-
nent seat in the UN Security
Council. ’

Utopian ideas

But does the UPA really de-
serve kudos for the so-called ac-
hievements in the foreign policy
arena? It should not be forgot-
ten that most of the achieve-
ments were, in fact, initiated by
the Vajpayee-led NDA govern-
ment. The present dispensation
has imparted a momentum to
these initiatives. However, the
ideas governing Indian foreign
policy in the last few years, but
more pronounced in the UPAs
foreign policy, are being ques-
tioned. These ideas — more uto-
pian, less real in nature — dis-
play a lack of understanding of
international politics in the 21st
century and India’s place in it,
leading to flawed foreign policy
priorities, misguided missions
and frittering away of critical
diplomatic opportunities.

According the United States
National Intelligence Couricil
Report titled “Mapping the Glo-
bal Future” by 2020, the inter-
national community will have to
confront the military, political
and economic dimensions of the
rise of China and India. This
report likened the emergence of
China and India in the early 21st
century to the rise of Germany
in the 19th and America in the
20th, with the impact potentially
as dramatic. It is thus clear that
India is already poised to assume
a great power tole in interna-
tional affairs. The world is wak-
ing up to this trend. It also be-
comes imperative for the Indian
foreign policy establishment to

% s the UPA completed a yea.r

The author is an assistant professor
in the School of International
Studies, INU
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UPA's Ideas Reveal A Utopian Slant

By MANISH DABHADE

realise this and grab this historic
opportunity to develop cohe-
rent, result-oriented strategies.
The UPA government seems to
be missing the bus owing to its
:utopian ideas.

First and foremost, UPA forei-
gn policy pundits have a falla-
cious understanding of the na-
ture of power in contemporary
international politics. They be-
lieve that India will arrive at the
high table by concentrating on

goals. India should, therefore,
simultaneously concentrate on
both internal (modernising its
military assets, making a credi-
ble nuclear deterrent, acquisi-
tion of missile defence and
improving strategic missiles) and
external (establishing detfence
links/cooperation with military
powers) balancing in the stra-
tegic sphere apart from boosting
its economic growth if it aspires
to play a significant role in

its economic power. This has re-
sulted in India concentrating on
forging economic partnerships
with important powers. It ig-
nores the history of past, present
and emerging great powers. The
history of great powers demo-
nstrates that only those powers

‘which kave-employed their em-

erging economic power to in-
crease their military clout and
vice versa have achieved their
national interests. This is more
0 in the 21st century.

China as case-study

Take the example of China. Its
phenomenal rise in the last few
years is due to its ability to
synchronise its economic power
with military strength to achieve
its ambition to become the only
Asian power of consequence.
China is using its impressive eco-
nomic growth to modernise its
military in all spheres, including
responding to the RMA (revo-
lution in military affairs). India
will not be able to emerge as a
great power unless it synchro-
nises its economic and military

international affairs.

Even a Security Council seat,
for which India is spending a lot
of diplomatic energy, will not
make it a power of consequence
if it continues to invest in develo-
ping its economic prowess alone.
Developing comprehensive na-
tional power is the only way to
ensure that India achieves its as-
pirations to emerge as a great
power.

The second idea driving In-
dia’s foreign policy is that resol-
ving disputes with either China
or Pakistan will lead to a perma-
nent state of peace with these
countries. Conflict resolution,
therefore, has become an end in
itself for the policy pundits. This
ignores the “real” world in which
India operates.

The Kashmir problem with
Pakistan or the border dispute
with China is not the cause, but a
symptom, of intense rivalry
between India and these
countries. Structurally, these
countries are placed in in-
ternational politics where they
compete with each other in the

NN N
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security arena. This reality can
be ignored at only one’s own
peril.

Covert Chinese and overt Pak-
istani opposition to India’s bid
for the Security Council seat
dramatically reveals this reality.
Though India is positively en-
gaged in resolving all outstand-
ing disputes with China and
Pakistan, it has not prevented
them from opposing India’s bid.
India should, therefore, not see
the resolution of these conflicts
as an end in itself but as an op-
portunity to weave a matrix of
relationships in the political.
economic, strategic and cultural
arenas.

Economic integration

Finally, there is the idea that
economic integration is the
panacea to all ills in an adver-
sarial interstate relationship.
UPA pundits believe that grow-
ing economic integration with
China and Pakistan would in-
crease their stakes in a peaceful
relationship with India and

- sensitise them on Indian security

concerns. The current establish-
ment has also focused on increa-
sing people to people contacts
with Pakistan. This ignores the
reality that economic interde-
pendence has never and will
never mitigate security compe-
tition among regional rivals. The
recent acrimony between the
highly integrated economies of
China and Japan should serve as
an eye-opener.

The Sino-Japanese estrange-
ment was more about their
perceived roles in the Asian bal-
ance of power in the near future.
The Chinese opposition to Jap-
an’s bid for the Security Council
seat also reflects the structural
reality in Asia and shows that
economic interdependence will
not prevent countnies from
competing with each other in the
political-strategic arena.

Though the UPA has com-
pleted only a year in office and
this is an inadequate period to
judge its foreign policy achieve-
ments, the utopian ideas govern-
ing foreign policy are being qu-
estioned. There is, in Henry
Kissinger’s words, “the necessity
for choice” to be made. If India
is to emerge as a great power in
the near future, it has to think
big and “real”. Flawed ideas
will only take India farther
away from its great powcer
aspirations.
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India-US deferice pact

Our Political Bureau( (
NEW GECHI 1 JULY %\
HE CPM, which considers
cooperation with the US
as heresy, termed on Fri-
day the India-US defence pactas
yet another violation of the
Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (CMP) and accused the
UPA government of seeking to
advance US interests in Asia. It
also suspected that the promise
for co-production of defence
equipment was aimed at luring
India to buy F-16s and open the
market for US weaponry.

The Marxists warned the
government that the agreement
was “fraught with serious con-
sequences” for India’s strategic
and security interests and will
have a “direct bearing” on for-
eign policy. It expressed appre-
hensions that the absence of any
mention of collaborations in
multinational operations being

under UN auspices meant India
agreed to participate in US-led
military operations.

“The UPA government has
taken a major step in tying up
with the US to serve the US
strategic goals in Asia. If this
agreement is carried forward,
India will be placing itself in the
same category as Japan, South
Korea and Philippines —all tra-
ditional military allies of the
US,” the CPM politburo saidina
statement. Seeing a similarity
between polides of the UPA
government and the Vajpayee
regime on expanding collabora-
tion relating to missile defence,
the CPM said India was being
drawn into the US missile de-
fence shield, of which Japan
was already a part, under the
cover of providing the patriot
missile system.

“Various other clauses in the
agreement are aimed atintegra-
tion of the structures of the two

armed forces and to enhance in-
ter-operability,” it said.

The CPM, which has been
asking the government to re-
ject the US offer of fighter
planes, reminded the UPA that
there was no mention of this
kind of defence partnership
with the US in the section on
defence in the CMP.

“Nor has the UPA govern-
ment seen whether it is in con-
sonance with the commitment
to pursue an independent for-
eign policy and promoting mul-
ti-polarity in international rela-
tions which is stated in the
CMP" the CPM said complain-
ingthat the step was taken with-
out any public debate and dis-
cussions within the country.

The Left Party also pointed
out that the agreement came at
atime when the US was active-
ly working to prevent China
from enhancing its defence po-

tential.
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‘\W (YThe Left stance on Indo-US defence‘x\/,uyE
\\:ooperation betrays its tunnel ViSiOl%@)
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fore\i/gn non-policy

\
E opposition of the Left
T parties to the “new frame-
work” on Indo-US defe-
nce cooperation was expected.
Their fury was not. In its ideolog-
ical opposition to any engage-
ment with the US, the Left was
not going to let facts come in the
way. If a similar agreement were
to be signed with Russia or
China, the Left would have
hailed it as a triumph for anti-im-
perialist forces. The Left criti-
cism that the framework “em-
beds” India in US strategy
towards Asia is similar to the
right-wing attack on the Indo-So-
viet Treaty of 1971. It was seen as
a departure from non-alignment
that made Delhi a “lackey of
Moscow”. In comparison to the
1971 defence treaty with Mos-
cow, the new defence framework
with the US is limited in its polit-
ical objectives and identifies a
mutually beneficial agenda for
cooperative security.

In preventing much needed co-
operation between India and the
US, the Left would be liable to
the charge of diminishing Delhi
into a camp follower of Beijing.
For all its emphasis on creating a
multipolar world, the Left does
not seem interested in a multipo-
lar Asia. If India can now have a
“strategic partnership” with

Qe
China, which in the past has pro-
vided nuclear weapons and mis-
siles to Pakistan, where is the
problem in defence cooperation
with the US? The Manmohan
Singh government, sensitive to
the tectonic change in Asian
geopolitics amidst the dramatic
rise of China, is rightly pursuing
simultaneous strategic engage-
ment with both Beijing and
Washington. India is too big to fit
into the pocket of either.

As an important component of
the ruling coalition, the Left is en-
titled to discuss its views within
the UPA on major foreign policy
issues. While Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and the UPA
Chairman Sonia Gandhi must
provide for in-depth consultation,
they must make it clear that the
Left does not have a veto over na-
tional security policies. If it suc-
cumbs to the Left on US policy,
there will be others in the UPA op-
posing the territorial concessions
that India must make in order to
finalise a boundary settlement
with China. That, in turn, will un-
dercut the growing ties with Bei-
jing. Pandering to ideological in-
terests will undermine the
government’s strategy to make In-
dia the defining element in the
Asian balance of power for the
first time since independence.

INDIAN EXPRESS
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No defence agreement with .

U.S., clarifies Pranab

- o
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Talks “were within the framework of defence relationship between the two countries’

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: “There has been no de-
fence agreement or pact with the
United States of America,” De-
fence Minister Pranab Mukher-
jee declared here on Monday.
The recent discussions with the
U.S. Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfield and other officials of
that country “were within the
framework of talks on the de-
fence relationship between the
two nations,” he said.

The Left parties had a differ-
ent perception on the issue and
“I have discussed it with Prakash
Karat [general secretary of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and A. B. Bardhan
[general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of India],” he said.

“They have their own views
[on the subject]. We have our
own perceptions,” he said at a
press conference after inaugu-
rating a Rs. 1.30-crore state-of-

o Left parties have a different perception on the issue

¢ Denles having ﬂnallsed deal for the pwchase of
5corpene submarines from French company

*AM:

were

es to medlapersnas after tmy
kled by securlty personnel

the-art radial forging plant on
the occasion of the centenary
celebrations of the Defence Min-
istry’s Metal and Steel Factory at
Ichapore in North 24 Parganas
district.

Bofors case

On the question of re-opening
investigations into the Bofors
case although the Delhi High
Court had quashed all charges
against the Hinduja brothers,
Mr. Mukherjee said the Central
Bureau of Investigation was
looking into the matter.

Mr. Mukherjee denied having

12 0

finalised a multi-billion deal for
the purchase of Scorpene sub-
marines from a French compa-
ny. “We are only in the first stage
of negotiations [with the compa-
ny},” he said. The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security had directed
him to look into matters relating
to the price, cost escalation and
new integrity agreement and
any purchase would be made on-
ly in accordance with the Cen-
tre’s new defence procurement
policy, Mr. Mukherjee said.

Border fencing
As for the progress on the

fencing along the India-Bangla-
desh border, Mr. Mukherjee said
the Border Security Force was
entrusted the job unlike in Jam-
mu and Kashmir where the re-
sponsibility lay with the Army.
There are certain problems be-
ing faced by the BSF authorities
regarding border alignment in
certain stretches along the In-
dia-Bangladesh border and the
matter had been taken up by the
Union Home Ministry, he said.

Mr. Mukherjee profusely
apologised to mediapersons cov-
ering the inauguration of the
plant at Ichapur after being told
that they were heckled by secu-
rity personnel. He received a
memorandum signed by the at-
tending journalists protesting
the high-handedness of security
personnel and said that such an
action was “unwarranted.”

Mediapersons boycotted the
function in protest against the
incident.
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PM allays
Left fears
on foreign

policy

NEW DELHL JULY 15

WITH the Left strongly op-
posing the Indo-US Defence
ties agreement, Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh today as-

| sured the CPI that India’s for-

eign policy would not be
compromised during his visit
to the United States starting
tomorrow.

At a meeting with CPI gen-
eral secretary A B Bardhan
and his senior colleague D
Raja, Singh said the concerns
of the Left parties would be
kept in mind and nothing
would be done to undermine
national sovereignty.

Like the CPI(M) and For-
ward Bloc leaders, who met
the PM last night, the CPI also
sought strict adherence by the
UPA government to the Com-
mon Minimum Programme
and an independent, non-
aligned foreign policy.

Bardhan said the Prime
Minister assured them that he
was not going to sign any
agreement or dealwith the US
and there would be nothing be-
yond ajoint statement to be is-
sued during the visit.

The CPI leader said that his
party was of the view that the
government should not suc-
cumb to Americarn pressure on
any issue. The CMP spoke of
improving relations with ail

. countries, including the United

States—issues ranging from
energy security and nuclear
fuel tobiotechnology research
would come up for discussions.

The Left leaders also
pointed out that there should
be no change in the present
policy of disallowing FDI in the
retail trade sector. American
chain Wal-mart has shown in-
terest in investing in the retail
sector in India.

‘ (lg ;\Z GENCIES W
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THE CPI(M) has said that if India
gives in to US pressures for the Secu-
rity Council seat, it can prove ‘count-
er-productive’, and affect its case for
the seat as ‘an independent power’.

In an article in party organ Peo-
ple’s Democracy’s forthcoming issue,
CPI(M) general secretary Prakash
Karat says the UPA government is
keen to enlist the US support for In-
dia’s candidature.

The US has so far declared support
for Japan and indicated it may sup-
port one or two more countries.
“This is a clear attempt to inveigle In-

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 13

Q7 .y
UNSC BID ¢~

dia into granting more concessions
and be amenable to becommg a jun-
ior partner of the US in Asia,” the
CPI(M) has written.

Unfortunately, he says, India has
already indicated it is willing to go
along with the US strategy by signing
the 10-year framework agreement on
defence relations.

Cautioning the government ag-
ainst falling into the US trap, Karat
said Prime Minister Manmohan was
visiting the US when President Bush
was into his second term. The Bush

nst U

 trap

Pres1den as marked by an “arro-
gant unildteralism, bypassing the
UN and brazen aggression, the worst
example being Iraq”.

While the Vajpayee government
followed one-sided pro-American po-
licies, the UPA government’s Comm-
on Minimum Programme (CMP) ra-
ised hopes of correcting earlier dis-
tortions. The US wants India to allow
free flow of international finance
capital, but the government must
keep in view the CMP framework.

“The Left has stated that FDI flows
into the country should augment our
productive forces, help acquire new
technology and generate employ-
ment,” wrote Karat.
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India not O] ale
PM tells. Leftists

&
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PRESS Trust of India
Frankfurt, July 16

REACTING SHARPLY to the al-
legations of a “sell-out” to the
US, levelled by the Left parties,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh declared on Saturday that
he would safeguard national in-
terests “till the end of my life”.
On his way to Washington for
discussions with  President
George W. Bush, he said that such
allegations were an insult to/ the

¥

“Preservation\ and protection
of our national interdst is of ut-
most importance and\concern.
I'll safeguard these interests till
the end of my life”, Singh said.

He listed terrorism, discrimi-
natory restrictions imposed by
the US against technology trans-
fer to India, energy, security and
trade and investment among the
issues for discussions with US
leaders.

Recalling the recent terrorists
strikes in India and the UK,

Congress party.
“Can you imag-

Singh said that
global terrorism

ine that any
Prime Minister
will consciously
or unconsciously
sell India cheap.
Nobody can sell
India. India is not
on sale”, he as-
serted adding,
+ “Nobody has to
1 teach us lessons
on patriotism.”
Singh, who ar-
rived here on Sat-
urday evening for
an overnight halt
before proceeding
to Washington on
Sunday, was re-
plying to ques-

Nuke tech instead
of high table

US OFFICIALS point to the
possibility of a forward push
on civilian nuclear and space
cooperation with India when
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh meets with President
George W. Bush at the Oval
Office on Monday.

But on the key issue of sup-
port for India's bid for a per-
manent seat in the UN Securi-
ty Council, it seems Washing-
ton will wait until other UN
reforms go through first.

HTC, Washington

had to be recog-
nised as a serious
threat.

He did not ap-
pear perturbed
by the US opposi-
tion to a resolu-
tion moved in the
UN General As-
sembly by India
and other G4
countries seeking
permanent mem-
bership of the Se-
curity Council.

“Those  who
have power do
not give it up eas-
ily. We have aspi-
rations, all of

17- UL

tions on the Left parties’ criti-
cism of India’s defence frame-
work with the US.

On his government’s foreign
policy, the PM said that the Con-
gress had produced most out-
standing leaders of India’s free-
dom struggle who sacrificed
their lives to defend the dignity
and honour of the nation.

which cannot be realised in one
day. We'll persevere and we’ll
overcome”, he said, adding that
the US position was well known
and will not change overnight.

It was not essential that the in-
terests of India and the US
would coincide.

“But we have to find the areas
of convergence”, he said.

THE HIDI IS T8N TIPS



India is not_

for sale, says
anmohan _.

\/\

No compromise on terrorlsm (v

FRANKFURT: Asserting that terror-
ism is a serious threat, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Saturday night said India will
never make any compromise in
dealing with it.

Speaking to journalists on-
board his special aircraft en
route to Washington, he recalled
the recent terrorist strikes in In-
dia and the United Kingdom and
said global terrorism had to be
recognised as a serious threat.

India would never compro-
mise nationally on terrorism
and would work internationally
to create a system of checks and
balances against it.

He listed terrorism, discrimi-
natory restrictions imposed by
the U.S. against technology
transfer to India, energy securi-
ty and trade and investments
among the issues for discussions
with U.S. leaders.

Dr. Singh firmly rejected the
Left parties’ charge that his Gov-
ernment was making compro-
mises with the country’s
economic sovereignty, asserting
“nobody can sell India...India is
not for sale.”

“Preservation and protection
of our nation’s rights is my most
important concern. As the boun-
den servant of the people of In-
dia, I will safeguard the nation’s
interests for the rest of my life.”

Dr. Singh, who is accompa-
nied by a high-level delegation,
including Planning Commission
Deputy Chairman Montek Singh
Ahluwalia, will make an over-
night halt here and reach Wash-
ington on Sunday evening.

Asked to comment on the
charge by some Opposition par-
ties, particularly the Left, that he
was selling India cheap, he said:
“I think it is an insult to the
party which I represent. The
Congress party is the party
which has produced the most
outstanding leaders of our free-
dom struggle, who gave their
lives to defend the dignity and
honour of our nation.”

Dr. Singh was received at the
airport by senior India and Ger-
man officials.

Other members of the dele-
gation include Minister of State
in the Prime Minister’s Office
Prithviraj Chauhan, National
Security Adviser M.K. Naraya-
nan and Principal Secretary to |
the Prime Minister T.K.A. Nair,
Prime Minister’s Media Adviser
Sanjaya Baru told reporters here
on Saturday.

In Washington, he will stay at
the Blair House, opposite the .
White House, where guests of .
the President are put up during
official visits. “

On July 18, Dr. Singh will be |
accorded a ceremonial welcome
in the morning at the White
House after which he and U.S.
President George W. Bush will
hold talks. There will also be
meetings between the two dele-
gations.

Later, Dr. Singh and Mr Bush |
will jointly address the press.
That evening, the Prime Minis-
ter will attend a banquet hosted
by Mr Bush.

On July 19, Dr. Singh will ad- |-
dress a joint session of the U.S™"
Congress. He is likely to spend
most of the day on the Capitol
Hill, meeting the India Caucus |
and other key figures. The Cau-
cus and Indian Americans will
host a luncheon for him on that
day.

In the afternoon, he will meet
senior U.S. officials and others at
Blair House.

In the evening, the Prime
Minister will be the chief guest
at a reception hosted by Indian
Ambassador Ronen Sen where
prominent Non-Resident Indi-
ans and the official Indian dele-
gation accompanying him will be
present.

On July 20, Dr. Singh will ad-
dress an end-of-visit press con-
ference and will address a
luncheon meeting at the presti-
gious National Press Club in
Washington.

Meetings with think-tanks
and editorial boards of major
American newspapers as well as
television interviews are being
worked out, — UNI
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Diplomacy
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llllg 0 gets
garbled P
at MEA

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury

New Dethi, july 17 A

THE MINISTRY of EXternal Af-
fairs’ (MEA) language of diplo-
macy appears all mixed-up.
There is clearly a communica-
tion gap between the language
senior Indian Foreign Service of-
ficials are trained in and the lan-
guage they need to communicate
in as envoys.

Hence, TCA Rangachari, a
Chinese specialist with no
knowledge of German and cur-
rently India’s envoy in Berlin
and will move to Paris shortly as
ambassador. PL. Goyal, trained
in Japanese, served in missions
in Dhaka, Rome, Dubai, Panama,
Georgetown, Malta, Glasgow
and Berne, none of which, clear-
1y, required expertise in Japan-
ese.

On average, annually, the gov-
ernment spends Rs five crore
providing its IFS probationers
specialised training in a foreign
language. The language most of-
ficers speak is Arabic (88), fol-
lowed by Russian (75), French
(70), Spanish (59), Chinese (56),
German, Japanese and Persian,
and several others. There is also
one specialist each in Gurkhali,
Burmese, Kazakh, Hungarian,
Swedish and Vietnamese,

The most senior IFS official,
Dilip Lahiri, learnt Kiswahili
when he joined in 1967. Other
than his tenure as probationer in
Nairobi, Lahiri, who retires this-
month as ambassador to France,
served in New York, Manila, Dha-
ka, Chicago, Lima and Madrid.
The Kiswahili speaker has not
done one African posting.

Most ambassadors in neigh-
bouring countries do not speak
the local language. Chinese-spe-
cialist Shiv Shankar Menon in
Islamabad knows little Urdu and
less Punjabi, Bengali is less fa-
miliar than Russian to Veena
Sikri in Dhaka, French-speaking
Rakesh Sood’s Pashto or Dari is
negligible in Kabul, while Shiv
Shankar Mukherjee’s Arabic
specialisation doesn’t help much
in Kathmandu.

All serve out the A, B and C’
postings they are assigned, with
little use for the language they
spent hours in learning.

18 JUL 2105 THE HIDUSTAN TIMFS
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

On board Air India One,
July 22: Prime Minister Man-
mohati Singh is getting ready
for the storm ahead over the
nuclear deal with the US. The
first draft of Singh’s suo motu
statement to Parliament was
ready even before he boarded

Over the next few days, he
islikely to phone or meet pred-
ecessor Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and other leaders who have ap-
prehensions about the deal.

Singh’s strategy is to be
sincere and transparent.

First, he will tell them that
the agreement will in no way
cramp India’s nuclear wea-
pons programme — on the
contrary, it will preserve it.

Second, he will emphasise
that India’s problem is not
buying civilian nuclear reac-

the flight home from Geneva. -

3 \ <

tors from abroad lone but
also ensuring fuel for its nucle-
ar power reactors — not only
for Tarapur. Nuclear fuel avai-
lability has fallen so low that
more wind than nuclear po-
wer was generated last year.

Third, he will tell them
that whatever obligations In-
dia has accepted will be imple-
mented in a phased manner
with reciprocal interlocking of
obligations with the US. If the
US does nothing, India does
nothing.

Fourth, he will impress
upon them that the agreement
will give India greater ma-
noeuvrability with other nu-
clear suppliers. India can now
legitimately tell France and
Russia that if the US is willing
to cooperate, so can they.

Singh is likely to spend
considerable time briefing po-
litical leaders on how the deal

evolved. When he met Presi-
dent George W. Bush in Mos-
cow in May, he had told him
that given the trend of hydro-
carbon use in the Indian econ-
omy, there was no way its com-
mercial energy needs could be
met from coal and oil.

He is believed to have told
Bush that if the US did not
want to supply fuel for the
Tarapur plant, which produ-
ces electricity at a reduced ca-
pacity of 320 Mwe, India could
even afford to shut it down.

“We have survived for 5,000
years. We can perhaps survive
like this for another 5,000. We
are a very patient people,” he
apparently told Bush.

Singh is believed to have
spent a sleepless night on July
17 on the eve of the Bush meet-
ing. Till that time, the deal was
uncertain. Not a terribly reli-
gious person, he apparently

“PM returns to storm, read

\/

prayed tha mght that he
should not do anything which
would provoke the charge of
harming national interest.

US secretary of state Con-
doleezza Rice met him the
next morning, on July 18, and
said the paragraphs on nu-
clear co-operation proposed by
India in the joint statement
were unacceptable. She asked
what else could be done. See-
ing the deal fall through,
Singh apparently opted for
fuel for Tarapur in the first in-
stance and if not even that, he
wanted the US to ask its nu-
clear friends to supply the fuel,

This was the situation
when he met Bush. The Presi-
dent told Singh that he wanted
to conclude a civilian nuclear
co-operation deal. Once the
order was given, the agree-
ment became possible.

B See Page 8 .
-~/
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“Iran is the largest Shia Muslim country... |

We have the second largest Shia Muslim

ND Prime Minis-
ter Manyohan Singh
reached an historic ac-
cord earlier this week
with President Bush that will
altow his country to buy bil-
lions of dollars worth of mili-
tary hardware and sensitive
nuclear technology long de-
nied because of India’s nu-
clear weapons programme.

The broad agreement is a
significant victory for the
world’s largest democracy,
which built its nuclear pro-
gramme in secret in the early
1970s, and it cements New
Delhi’s role as a key strate-
gic US ally in Asia for
decades to come.

In a wide-ranging break-
fast interview with Washing-
ton Post editors and writers
on Wednesday, Singh dis-
cussed the impact of the deal
for India and it’s nuclear
programme. He also spoke
about other issues facing his
country, including relations
with rival Pakistan, terror-
ism, regional security and
the India’s growing eco-

Shia Muslim population in
our country and I do believe
that thanks to our unique his-
tory we can be a bridge.

W Washington Post: Can you
discuss India’s discussions
with building a gas pipeline
with Iran?

Singh: As far as the
pipeline is concerned, only
preliminary discussions have
taken place. We are terribly
short of our energy supply
and we desperately need new
sources of energy. And that’s
why with Pakistan we have
agreed to explore the possi-
bility of the pipeline. But I
am realistic enough to realise
that there are many risks, be-
cause considering all the un-
certainties of the situation
there in Iran, I don’t know if
any international consortium
of bankers would probably
underwrite this. But we are
in a state of preliminary ne-
gotiations, and the back-
ground of this is we desper-
ately need the supply of gas
that Iran has.

We are terribly short of our energy
supply and we desperately need new
sources of energy. And that’s why with
Pakistan we have agreed to explore the
possibility of the pipeline. But [am
realistic enough to realise that there
are many risks

nomic prowess.

Here are some excerpts
from that interview:

W Washington Post: With the
new special relationship be-
tween the United States and
India, do you think that your
country can use this new re-
lationship in helping the
United States on relations
with Iran?

Singh: We are entirely one
with the rest of the world,
that countries which take
solemn international obliga-
tions, that they must honour
those obligations. So we
would like Iran, for example,
to honour its-obligations. Our
interest would be to work
with other like-minded coun-
tries that a constructive solu-
tion can be found for the
problems that Iran is express-
ing, that the world commu-
nity is expressing about Iran.
We have strong civilisational
links with Iran. Also I would
say Iran is the largest Shia
Muslim country in the world.
We have the second largest

@ Washington Post: Follow-
ing the announcement of the
proposed nuclear technol-
ogy agreement with the
United States, can you dis-
cuss the issue of nuclear
proliferation? Many people
in the United States are con-
cerned about this.

Singh: Our peaceful nu-
clear programme was not
built up by stealing other
people’s technology. We had
this dream that it was better
to work toward a world free
of nuclear weapons and we
had this dream of universal
nuclear disarmament. We
have been proved wrong and
the result is we have seen in
our neighbourhood reckless
proliferation in disregard of
all the international obliga-
tions. But although we have
nuclear assets, our pro-
gramme. is totally under
civilian control. We are a
democracy, there are
enough checks and balances
in our country and we have
an impeccable record of not
contributing in any way to
nuclear proliferation.

\_~

T have to be realistic enough to recognise the role that
terrorist elements have played in the last few years in the
history of Pakistan.... Pakistan is not a democracy in the
sense that we know and you know. We wish Pakistan
success in emerging as a moderate Muslim state. We
will work with President Musharraf but we have to
recognise what has happened

M Washington Post: 1f Pak-
istan asks for a similar
agreement, do you expect
the United States to say no?

Singh: Well, that’s a decision
the United States has to make,
but quite frankly, the state of
Pakistan currently — I wish
President Musharraf well, we
want to work with him to bring
greater balance inour own rela-

tions. But I have to be realistic
enough to recognise the role
that terrorist elements have
played in the last few years in
the history of Pakistan. Taliban
was the creation of Pakistan ex-
tremists, the Wahabi Islam
which has flourished, thou-
sands and thousands of
schools, the madrassas, were
set up to preach this jihad

based on hatred of other reli-
gions and Pakistan is not a
democracy in the sense that we
know and you know. We wish
Pakistan success in emerging
as a moderate Muslim state.
We will work with President
Musharraf but we have to
recognise what has happened.

The Washington Post

+ . population... we can be a bridge” .

July 20th..~{
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, July 22. -
The Congress today dis-
missed the Left parties’
criticism of the Indo-US
nuclear pact clinched by
the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, in
Washington, saying India
has gained considerably
without conceding “any-
thing” to the USA.

In a rebuff to the Left,

the AICC spokesman, Mr .

Abhishek Singhvi, said:
“It’s hardly a time for
criticism, it’s a time for
accolades and endorse-

3
-

U \/5
ments, and the PM’s visit
to the USA has proved to
be a comprchcn.‘&i\'c,
great success.

To soften the blow, the
Congress also said, “the
Left have a right to their
differing viewpoints, but
we don’t share their per-
ception on the matter, we

~will have to agree to dis-

agree on the issue.”

“We believe that India
has gained. 1t has its voice
heard among the comity
of nations. The isolation
it had been facing has
come to an end. We have
not given our sovereign
rights but gained recogni-

ee to dis:

tio;‘a\ nuclear weapon

state.” satd Mr Singhvi.

Barely concealing the
Congress™ delight over
New Delhi’s nuclear deal
with  Washington, Mr
Singhvi said the party
stands by the PM’s asser-
tions on the issue.

He said India’s stature

has dramatically risen
now.
Asked  about  the

“price” Washington had
extracted from New Delhi
over the deal, Mr Singhvi
conceded. that in interna-
tional relations, every
country safeguards its
national interests.

agree’

He said the US’ move
might have been pro-
pelied by India’s cmerg-
ing ecconomic status.

On being asked about
the fate of Rajiv Gandhi's
nuclear disarmament pol-
icy now, Mr Singhvi said
the UPA government has
adopted its principles - -
peaceful use of nuciear
energy, no first use of
nuclear weapons and no
submission to discrimina-
tory nuclear non-prolifer-
ation regime - and that
‘they have
been advanced by the PM
in his just-concluded US
visit.



& *Stay focussed on
) )\\the Iran plpelane

rime Minister Manmohan Singh has scored an own
goal in telling the Washington Post that the pro-
posed gas pipeline from Iran was fraught with both
risk and uncertainty: “I am realistic enough to real-
ise that there are many risks, because considering all the
ncertainties of the situation there in Iran, I don’t know if
any international consortium of bankers would probably
underwrite this.” Was this a case of vacillation under pres-
sure or just speaking out of turn? Even if he was merely
giving vent to his personal reservations as an economist, Dr.
Singh seems to have damaged the financial viability of the
ambitious energy link between Iran, Pakistan, and India
even before it has had a chance of coming off the drawing
board. In the process, he has laid himself open to the charge
of changing his mind on the utility of the project in order to
appease the Bush administration. Its hostility to the planned
pipeline — and indeed all things Iranian — is well known. It
is natural, therefore, to ask whether going back or slow on
the gas project is a condition extracted from India in ex-
change for the “full nuclear cooperation” to which President
George Bush has committed himself. The Left parties have
declared that completing the pipeline will be an “acid test” of
the United Progressive Alliance Government’s commitment
to an independent foreign policy. Their fears are not un-
founded. The air has tobe cleared, and quickly.

At stake is not just the independence of India’s foreign
policy but also its energy security and the prospect of im-
proving relations with Pakistan by creating mutually bene-
ficial economic linkages. The decision to explore the
pipeline’s prospects was taken by the Union Cabinet after
due deliberation on all relevant aspects. Thanks to the out-
standing statesmanship of Petroleum Minister Mani Shan-
kar Aiyar, who has been quick to recognise the pipeline’s
positive externalities, discussions with Pakistan and Iran
are proceeding well. The proposal to include China in an
extended pipeline is aiso being explored by India and Iran.
All told, the Iran-India linkage is vital for ensuring that the
country has adequate supplies of low cost natural gas until
the middle of this century. If the generating capacity of
India’s nuclear power industry grows by orders of magni-
tude as a result of last Monday’s agreement, that will be
excellent. But India will still need Iranian gas, not to speak of
the hydrocarbons of the wider Caspian region that could be
brought to South Asia via Iran. If there is an inclination to
Jettison the Iranian project because Washington is opposed
to it, due consideration must be given to the following fact:
America’s nuclear cooperation could take a good deal of time
to come off, and it also depends on several imponderables.
The Prime Minister must immediately clarify that his Gov-
ernment has every intention of pursuing the Iranian pipe-
line — because it is an excellent project and because India
makes its own sovereign decisions.

V%

—

mnas : A
i

’\'\»-’\



___ Our Political Bureau &
- NEW DELHI 26 JULY

NGRY over Japanese am-
bassador Y Enoki’s at-
empts to project labour

dispute in Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India’s (HMSI's) Gur-
gaon plant, as a benchmark for
judging investment climate in In-
dia, New Delhi said much should
not be read into an isolated inci-
dent. Responding to the state-
ment from the Japanese ambas-
sador, Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) spokesman said the
country has efficient systems to
deal with such situations. “The
country’s democratic institutions
and its legal system provide an ef-
fective mechanism to deal with
such incidents in a transparent
mannet.”

The spokesman’s comment
came hours after Japanese am-
bassador said the HMSI issue
could impact FDI inflows into In-
dia. “Thisis a disadvantage for In-
dia’s image as an FDI destination
and also negative image on
Japanese management,” Mr
Enoki said on the incident at Gur-
gaon, in which scores of employ-
ees of HMSI were injured in a
confrontation with local police.

vernment leaders here,

who saw the statement of the
ambassador as one prompted by
his anxiety to serve the business
interest of a Japanese investor,
said that such sweeping general-
isation will not distract the for-
eign investor. For, investments
are made on the basis of a host of
considerations and anisolated in-
cident does not guide the reflexes
of the investor.

Onits part, the government on
Tuesday sought to reassure in-
vestors saying, “The legal interest
of foreign investors will be fully
safeguarded.” Incidentally, even
those shades of political opinion
who hold the HMSI manage-

~Relax, Your Excellency, Indials A
Democracy, MEA

Foreign Minigwr Says One-0

Incideh

ment’s handling of their workers’
affairs responsible for the current
unrest, did not blame the entire
investing community for the
troubles.

However, that domestic politi-
cal opinion will not countenance
such “oblique intervention” was
clear on Tuesday, when speakers
in the Parliament asked the gov-
ernment to guard the interest of
the workers. The speakers, who
effectively rammed in the point
that interest of the investor and
workers are not contradictory,
asked the government to take
steps to see that workers get their
due.

Ils&?pan Envoy

t Hit Investment

1
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" Questions and answers

The PM’s response to fears raised about the

India-US treaty was forthright and clear

mohan Singh’s statement

to Parliament on Friday
on his recent trip to the United
States, can well be perceived as a
model of forthright statesman-
ship. The statement achieved
three principal objectives. It
clearly laid out the terms of the
Indo-US cooperation, it re-
sponded honestly and convinc-
ingly to the apprehensions that
have been raised about the India-
US treaty, and it provided a force-
ful articulation of India’s na-
tional interest. The statement
refutes every major objection that
has been raised against the treaty.
. The prime minister clarified,
above all, that the treaty did not

P RIME MINI%O’PI&mn-

impinge upon India’s autonomy. ~

On the contrary, it enhanced it by
giving India access to technolo-
gies and fuel that has long been
denied to it. In discussions of the
treaty, there was some confusion
over how the obligations imposed
upon India and the United States
would be sequenced. The prime
minister made it categorically
clear that India’s obligations were
contingent upon the United
States fulfilling its obligations.
This should allay any fears that
the treaty would trap India.

The prime minister also laid to
rest anxieties that this treaty
would, through a back-handed

S

n - : ﬁ{ O ur
clear programme.'On the contrary,

he clarified that the separation of
civil and military nuclear facilities
would give the military pro-
gramme greater autonomy and
scope. India would also not be sub-
scribing to any caps on fissile mate-
rial production that was incompat-
ible with its strategic needs. There
was also the reiteration that India
will continue to work towards end-
ing discrimination in the interna-
tional nuclear regime. At every
stage, India would weigh its op-
tions carefully. The words the
prime minister used were as loud
and clear as, indeed, they should
be: India would have “unrestricted,
complete and autonomous” con-
trol over its nuclear programme,
_It was particularly commend-
able that the prime minister took
great care in formulating his
statement. He articulated a
model of public reason that laid
out the facts clearly. He did not
seek to dodge any of the difficult
questions nor impute motives to
the criticism that came his way.
Instead he chose to patiently an-
swer all objections. This ap-
proach of engaging with posi-
tions and arguments from across
the political divide should be em-
ulated by others in Parliament,
so that issues of national interest

can be dealt with the seriousnes
-and commitment that Wg

way, place W ilitarynu-  serve and require.
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Deal W|th MUS
won't hit n(Tl
nuke plan PM

TiMeS NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India will get
nuclear fuel for its reactors,
be part of cutting edge glob-
al nuclear research and re-
verse decades of nuclear
technology denial that could
propel its economic develop-
ment on the fast track. And
in return, India will accept
the “responsibilities and ob-
ligations” of a nuke power.

“It was my endeavour to
expand our access to energy
supplies to fuel our growth,
while protecting our strate-
gic interests,” Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh said
on Friday.

As he made a detailed
presentation of his visit to
the US to Parliament, the
Central feature of his suo
motu statement was clear.
The India-US agreement
was based on two principles:
non-discrimination and rec-
iprocity. India and the US
would undertake a series of
“reciprocal” steps by which
“India should acquire the
same benefits and advan-
tages as other such states
which have advanced nu-
clear technology”, he said.

“As aresult,” said the PM,
“we expect the resumption
of India’s nuclear trade and
commerce with the US and
globally is...achievable...in-
volving the dismantling of

the technology  denial
regimes which have hither-
to targeted India.”

Nevertheless, the PM also
clarified to both Houses that
this agreement would in no
way impact or inhibit In-
dia’s strategic nuclear
weapons programme “over
which we will retain unre-
stricted, complete and au-
tonomous control”. Answer-
ing critics both within his
establishment and in the op-
position, Manmohan Singh

stressed: “The government -

will1 ot allow any fissile ma-
terial shortages or any other
material limitations on our

strateglc programs to meet
urrent and future require-
ents.” But reciprocity is
the bottomline, Manmohan
stressed. “Our commit-
ments could be conditional
upon and reciprocal to the
US fulfilling its side of this
understanding.”

He stressed: “Reciprocity
is key to implementation of
all the steps...Indian actions
will be contingent at every
stage on actions taken by
the other side.” He focused
on importance of energy to
India’s growth. “We have as-
sessed our long-term energy
resources and it is clear that
nuclear power has to play a
role in our electricity gener-
ation plans.” Hence, India
needs to access nuclear fuel
for its reactors and tech-
nologies from the interna-
tional market, he said.
Presently, as PM said, this
was not possible “because of
the nuclear technology re-
strictive regimes that oper-
ate around us”’.

It was imperative that In-
dia break free of the inter-
national regimes that have
been crafted over the years
to deny it nuclear technolo-
gy. “The basis for this un-
derstanding was a recogni-
tion that India is a responsi-
ble nuclear power with an
impeccable record on nu-
clear non-proliferation,” the
PM said. He assured both
Houses that the unique na-
ture of the Indian nuclear
programme would remain
unaltered—the three-state
nuclear power programme
consisting of pressurised
heavy water reactors, fast
breeder reactors in the sec-
ond stage and thorium reac-
tors in the third stage.

The PM believed, “our ef-
fort to undo some of the
long-standing restrictive nu-
clear regimes will enable us
to secure access to the sig-
nificantly greater quantities
of energy that we will need
to spur growth.”
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“CPM turns tutor T,
onnuke pact;

Our Political Bureau q %gc\;e)mo racy initiative and accept-

NEW DELHI 31 JULY

EAFFIRMING its reserva-
R tions over the Indo-US
pacts, the CPM on Sunday
, declared it would launch a coun-
/ try-wide campaign to ‘educate’
people about the ‘inherent dan-
gers’ to India’s strategicinterests.
CPM  general  secretary
Prakash Karat, who insisted there
was a difference between the
views of the CPM and the BJP on
/ nuclear cooperation, said his par-
/" ty's MPs will emphasise the need
for maintaining independence in

developing nuclear technology
for peaceful purposes when the
issue comes up for discussion in
Lok Sabha on Monday.

Mr Karat said the Politburo
considered the Indo-US defence
framework agreement as anoth-
er step towards India serving the
global strategy of the US. Addres-
sing a press conference after a
two-day Politburo meeting, he
said the joint statement signed by
Prime Minister Manmohan Sin-
gh and President George Bush
showed the trend of India being
accomodated as an ally of the US
with decisions such as the joint

ing the US leadership in the fight
against terrorism.

This comes a day after Jyoti
Basu described the Prime Minis-
ter’s statement in Parliament as
‘generally alright’. Mr Karat said
the party was not totally opposed
to the nuclear cooperation but
objected to certain issues. “The
department of atomic energy
should not be weakened while
implementing the nuclear coop-
eration agreement on the basis of |
structured reciprocity,” he said.

The CPM sees the UPA's ap- ’
proach as a continuance of the \

trend begun by the NDA ‘of be-
coming a strategic US ally’. The
party, in its anti-UPA rhetoric, in-
side and outside Parliament, will
focus on what is ‘harmful in these
agreements for our strategic and
security interests’.

The Left had already asked the
government not to take any ‘uni-
lateral measure’ on issues of na-
tional interest. They also felt that
India was giving more conces-
sions compared to what the US
offered and suggested caution in
moves in response to measures |
taken by the US, the Nuclear
Suppliers Group and the IAEA.

( n“““ - -

Ip”'-



W

_~BUSH TOLD AEC MUST RA\H’I{Y DEAL

PM looks to

USA through

Chinese eyes

Statesman News Service & PT| .

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3. — Dispelling
apprehensions by the BJP-led Opposition
and Left parties, the Prime Minister
today told the Lok Sabha that India’s
close ties with the USA were not aimed at
“ganging up” against China or any other
country.

India will remain engaged with China,
Dr Manmohan Singh said while replying
to a four-and-a-half-hour debate on his
recent visit to the USA. “We see new
horizons in our relations with China.
What we have done with the USA is not
at the cost of China or any other coun-
try,” he said.

He rejected the Opposition charge that
India had compromised on its strategic
autonomy in the nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. “There is nothing in the (Indo-
US) Joint Statement that should convey
that we compromised our autonomy in
managing our nuclear assets,” he said. Dr
Singh revealed that when the draft of the
joint statement came from the US side,
he had made it clear that it had to be
approved by the Atomic Energy
Commission chairman, who was part of
the delegation. It was held up by 12 to 15
hours for full approval.

“I want to dispel illusions. We are not
ganging up against any country, least of all
China,” he said adding “this is not a mili-
tary alliance or an alliance against any
country”. “We will never compromise on
the autonomy in the management of our
strategic nuclear weapons programme.”

Earlier during the discussion, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee focused on features that
are “disadvantageous” to India. For
example, he said, separation of civil and
military nuclear facilities in the deal
would “restrict India’s defence capabili-
ties”. Initiating the discussion, Mr
Vajpayee said the country should have
been taken into confidence before con-
cluding the agrecment.

WA LR
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Iran proposes, India
plays coy

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3.— Iran today proposed
signing an MoU with India for setting a
timeframe for implementation of the long-
delayed $7.4-billion Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline. New Dethi, however, appeared )
unwiling to set a timeframe and said it would go

. into such an agreement only after it is satisfied

with the security aspect (read Pakistan) of the
proposal. India’s refusal follows Dr Manmohan
Singh’s remarks in the USA expressing
apprehensions about the Indo-Iran gas pipeline.
The India-lran talks on the pipeline took a
positive turn this year after India started taking
interest in the proposal and told Iran and
Pakistan that it ‘wants to see this project
become a reality”. Union petroleum minister Mr
Mani Shankar Aiyar went a step further and
mooted constructing a South-east Asia gas grid
10 ensure energy security in this region.

But Dr Singh's statement in the USA appears to
have put the project on a slow track. “India
wants the project structure to be developed in
such a manner as to address all its concerns of
safety of the pipeline and safe delivery of gas,’ a
petroleum ministry official said, — SNS

Dr Singh replied that before going to the
USA, he had meetings with Mr Vajpayee,
Mr LK Advani and Mr Jaswant Singh as also
with leaders of Left parties. “I was not sure
of the outcome. So, I could not say all the
things before I left,” he said. On reserva-
tions over the matter of separation of civil-
ian and nuclear components, Dr Singh said
the atomic energy establishment agreed
that such separation was feasible.

On the issue of India’s bid for a perma-
nent seat in the UNSC, the Prime Minister
assured that though the USA has not
explicitly come out with support for India,
he has “reasons to believe” that its case will
not be ignored in the days to come.

\L/){ _—N-pact for peace: Rocea, M



Andia’s interests safe,

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: In a'strong rebuttal
of criticism by the BJP and the
Left, PM Manmohan Singh on
Wednesday assured the Lok Sab-
ha that he had not compromised
national interests in any of the
arrangements he had finalised
during his US visit last month,

To the Left that accused him of
“continuing the pro-US tilt” of
the NDA government, he cate-
gorically said that there was
“nothing wrong in having close
relations with the US, while do-
ing nothing that will affect our
sovereignty”.

Seeking to clear another Left

“illusion”, he said Indo-US rela-
tions were not aimed against
“great neighbour” China with
which India was determined to
stay engaged, just as it had
strategic partnership with Rus-
sia and the European Union.

India was for a multipolar
world and “engaging the US”
was essential in its step-by-step
march to emerge as “a powerful
pole”.

There was “no secret deal or
understanding” and the US felt
that it was in its own interest to
align with “a democracy of abil-
lion people” so as together, they
could promote world peace and
prosperity.

In a point-by-point response to
his predecessor Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, Singh said he had signed
the nuclear deal only after a final
okay from the Atomic Energy
Commission chief. He disclosed
that he had indeed delayed the
signing by 12 to 15 hours.

The deal will help end “nu-
clear apartheid” that had ham-
pered India’s quest for the last
three decades, he said amidst
thumping of desks.

Separation of civil and mili-
tary nuclear facilities- was per-
fectly feasible, he told Vajpayee,
who opened the debate and made
his speech while seated. It would
be done in a phased manner.
Identifying civil facilities, to be

placed under International
Atomic  Energy  Authority
(IAEA), was voluntary and

would be done by Indians, not
Americans. Research by Indian
scientists would be hampered.
“That is the government’s com-
mitment,” he said.

He reiterated that the entire

%
«says Manmohan .’

Prime minister Manmohan Singh with Bhutan King Jigme Singye

Wangchuk in New Delhi

arrangement was reciprocal, de-
pending upon the US playing its
part. “I did not act as a represen-
tative of a supplicant state,” he
said during his 43-minute reply.

He assured the House that In-
dia would bank upon the solemn
assurance by the Bush adminis-
tration to see through the entire
range of arrangements envis-
aged in the pact in the event of a
disapproval by the US Congress.
He admitted that there “uncer-
tainties” on that score, but added
that President Bush had made “a
personal commitment” of using
all his persuasive powers to get
the Congress to approve the nu-
clear deal that would make In-
dia’s problems about nuclear
fuel “a problem of the past”.

It was the most peaceful de-
bate lasting four-and-a- [
half hours heard in the
last many months.
There was little inter-
ruption. A number of
diplomats sat through
most of the debate in
the gallery.

While much of de-
bate was structured, it
showed that parties on -
all sides do not have ad-
equate number of
speakers on specialised
issues. The better ones

like George Fernandes (JD-U)
and Manavedldra Singh of the
BJP got their turns late,
prompting Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee to regret having to
cut them short.

The PM assured P K Deo (BJP)
that locally available uranium in
Jharkhand, Meghalaya and
Andhra Pradesh would be ex-
ploited  despite difficulties. He
told S S Dhindsa (Akali) that
there was special provision for
promoting agriculture, farm ed-
ucation and extension, all of
which needed updating of tech-
nology.

He was upbeat on nuclear pow-
er generation thanks to the pact
and promised it would leap-frog
in the next 15 years, prodycing
20,000 to 40,000 MW,
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Two failed attempts to reform the Indian foreign service

Under the carpet

ext year, it will be 40
years since the Pillai
committee submitted
its report on reform-
ing the Indian foreign
service. The committee, which gets
its name from N.R. Pillai, who was
secretary-general of the foreign
ministry in Jawaharlal Nehru’s
time, undertook the only compre-
hensive exercise since independ-
ence to reform one of the most high
profile institutions of government.

Other elements of government
— even the cabinet or parliamen-
tary system of administration —
and the country’s Constitution it-
self have been periodically debated
and examined as needing reform,
but not the IFS or the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs. Even more amazing
is that very little of the Pillai com-
mittee report has been implement-
ed in these four decades, when the
IFS has been crying out for reform.
In few other democracies would tax-
payers tolerate such a situation. Es-
pecially when they are told ad nau-
seum that their country is globaliz-
ing and becoming more integrated
with the rest of the world or that
India is the rising power of this cen-
tury. The demands of such a grow-
ing global role also demands a
South Block — and its embassies
abroad — which can rise to that
challenge.

Unfortunately, there has been
very little discussion in India about
this challenge in the last decade-
and-a-half, when the present prime
minister and some of his colleagues
in the present cabinet opened India
to the world in a way that was famil-
iar to Indians only in a bygone era
that preceded the country’s colo-
nization. Ironically, though, this
was a subject of lively discussion
last week in Washington, of all
places. It was a discussion in which
several veterans of the US state de-
partment took part, as well as jour-
nalists who write on diplomacy,
members of think-tanks with an in-
terest in south Asia, and most inter-
esting of all, young diplomats from
south-east Asia posted in the US,
but eager to get an inside look at the
IFS. It has, with all its shortcom-
ings, one of the best and most organ-
ized diplomatic cadre among coun-
tries which went through the
process of decolonization and enjoy
ahuge reach all across the world.

he discussion took place at
I the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Centre for Scholars,
where Kishan S. Rana — an Indian
diplomat for 35 years, former am-
bassador to Mauritius and Ger-
many and a part of Indira Gandhi’s
PMO — is currently a public-policy
scholar. Rana is engaged in a com-
parative study of the diplomatic
process in five Asian countries —
China, India, Japan, Singapore and
Thailand — focussing on their for-
eign ministries and their diplomat-
ic networks, their structures, meth-
ods and performance.

DIPLOMACY /(/

K.P.NAYAR -

The foreign secretary, Shyam
Saran, has been making waves in
South Block doing things which
many foreign offices would think of,
in the first quarter of the 21st centu-
ry, as inconsequential. But, for the
IFS, which is looking up to the Pillai
committee report for guidance four
decades after it came out, Saran’s
small steps are actually giant leaps
forward. For instance, the foreign
secretary has resumed a practice,
long defunct, of having a daily meet-
ing in MEA of secretaries and addi-
tional secretaries. This practice —
or similar daily exercises — were
discontinued because, intermittent-

\ s

advertised the job of ambassador to
the Vatican and applications are
being taken by a private recruiting
firm, Capita Resourcing, which will
shortlist and interview candidates
for the highly sensitive government
post. The FCO is not alone in this
trend in foreign offices worldwide,
whose ripples are felt nowhere near
South Block. Simon Murdoch, who
is the equivalent of foreign secre-
tary in New Zealand, goes not by
that designation, but by his official
title of chief executive of the min-
istry of foreign affairs and trade.
During last week’s discussions
in Washington, it came as a surprise

Saran with the US under-secretary for political affairs, Nicholas Burns

ly under some of Saran’s predeces-
sors, the foreign secretary was not
on talking terms with the fellow sec-
retaries while additional secre-
taries would not cross the paths of
the secretaries.

In the British Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office or at the US state
department, the very idea that the
MEA could have gone on for years
without daily meetings would be in-
comprehensible. The FCO and
many other foreign offices have
gone way beyond the wildest imagi-
nation of N.R. Pillai, and have shed
their stiff-upper-lip image on which
a lot of fiction around diplomats
and diplomacy have been created.
But not the MEA.

The FCO’s top decision-making
body is called the FCO Board of
Management, and it includes two
executives from the private sector
— at present, Alistair Johnston,
who is vice-chairman of the con-
sulting firm, KPMG, and Alison
Platt, director of the United King-
dom’s BUPA hospitals. If this would
be inconceivable in India, look at
this. Tony Blair’s government had

to many participants that MEA does
not have a mission statement. Nor
does it have a published strategy
which can tell the public of the di-
rection India’s external affairs is
taking. The US state department, on
the other hand, has a strategic plan
for the five year period from 2004 to
2009.

Interestingly, this strategic plan
was prepared in-August 2003, when
there was no certainty that George
W. Bush would be re-elected presi-
dent at the end of 2004 or that a Re-
publican would remain secretary-
of-state during the period when this
strategic plan would be implement-
ed. For that matter, the current
strategic plan outlines the state de-
partment’s mission till the end of
2009, by which time Bush would no
longer have been president for two
years.

In France, a new law has gone to
effect, as a consequence of which
every agency that receives state
money has to go before the national
assembly in the following year and
justify the use of those funds. The fi-
nance minister, P. Chidambaram,

said in parhament recently: “For
too long in this country we were car-
ried by the outlays — how much has
this department spent, how much
does this minister have in the Plan
and Non-Plan, how much has been
given to such and such project, etc.
We are now measuring outlays. We
have to measure outcomes.”

Chidambaram envisages steps
in India on the French model, al-
though not as sweeping as the de-
mand for accountability by the
French national assembly. He hopes
to “convert the financial outlays
into physical outcomes with quar-
terly targets” for each ministry and
department “so that at the end of
the year, parliament will be able to
ask the government, ‘What have you
delivered for the entire country?”

It would be interesting to see
how the MEA can deliver its out-
comes report when it does not even
have a mission statement. Even if it
did, it would be a curious spectacle
how South Block would get around
the many holy cows associated with
foreign policy — third-world objec-
tives which are no longer India’s for-
eign policy priorities, to which lip
service is still mandatory for rea-
sons of political correctness, espe-
cially by a government for which
loyalty to the Nehru-Gandhi family
is paramount.

eanwhile, the Pillai com-
M mittee report, which still

makes fascinating reading
because many of its laudable pro-
posals remain unimplemented, is
most likely to continue to languish.
Ironically, even as many of its rec-
ommendations remained unimple-
mented, the government, in its wis-
dom appointed the former diplo-
mat, Samar Sen, to prepare another
report on reforming the IFS and
MEA. Sen completed the exercise
in 1982-83, but his report — un-
like Pillai’s — has not been made
public.

In 2003, the National Democratic
Alliance foreign minister, Yash-
want Sinha, asked the retired civil
servant and Planning Commission
member, N.K. Singh, to produce are-
port on India’s economic diplomacy
with a deadline of two months.
Singh could not stick to the dead-
line, and before his report could
come out, elections were held to the
Lok Sabha and the government
changed in Delhi. Nothing has been
heard of the N.K. Singh report.

Similarly, Sinha’s predecessor,

_ Jaswant Singh, initiated an attempt

at reforming South Block in 2000,
but before that effort could really
get off the ground, he swapped cabi-
net positions with Sinha and noth-
ing more was heard of that initia-
tive. If Rana’s project, which is now
getting some attention in Washing-
ton, is completed, it will hopefully
start a public debate on an issue
which can no longer be brushed
under the carpet if only because of
what many Indians believe is the
country’s global destiny.




Aforeign policy for Kolkata

HE chief minister of
West Bengal, Buddh-
adeb Bhattacharjee, is
not fond of foreign tr-
. avel. His last trip abroad as chief
minister was more than two years
ago — in June 2003 to Italy. That
visit was easily forgotten, for it did
not result in any concrete out-
comes for West Bengal.

But his visit to the Southeast
Asia — Singapore and Indonesia
— this week, however, could be a
memorable one. For one there is
some prospect of Bhattacharjee at-
tracting a substantive amount of
foreign investment into West Ben-
gal from private companies in both
Singapore and Indonesia.

There is a special focus on the

potentially huge investments"

from Indonesia’s Salem Group,
which wants to set up the Kolkata
International Economic Zone,
spread over 5,100 acres in South
24-Parganas.

Although political stability and
other factors have increasingly
made West Bengal an attractive
destination for foreign capital,
Kolkata has not been able to sus-
tain an extended campaign in or-
der to take advantage of this. Bhat-
tacharjee now appears determined
to make up for lost time.

The Indian chambereofiods-
try and commerce are strongly
supporting the trip during which
Bhattacharjee will meet the prime
minister of Singapore, Lee Hsien
Loong, and senior ministers of In-
donesia, besides interacting with
the business communities in both
Singapore and Indonesia.

His quest for foreign capital has
inevitably generated some ideolog-
ical debates within the state party
unit. But the chief minister has suc-
cessfully railied his party behind the
proposed plans to offer large tracts
of farm land for the Salem group.

While these debates are part of
CPI(M)’s wrenching adaptation to
the changing world, Bhattacharjee’s
visit to South East Asia has a larger
significance for West Bengal and
India’s foreign policy as a whole. If

Buddhadeb pursues the logic of his
current visit to Southeast Asia to its
conclusion, he can restore Kolka-
ta’s standing as the hub of econo-
mic activity in a region that covers
parts of the subcontinent, China,
Myanmar and Southeast Asia.
This would necessarily involve
greater activism on West Bengal’s
part in shaping India’s foreign pol-
icy. Purists will raise their eyebrows
at the suggestion of a foreign policy
for Kolkata. But for all the claims
to monopoly from national govern-
ments onforeign policy making, in-

* terests of states— especially those

on the borders— have always shap-
ed diplomacy over the centuries, In
India, too, politics in Tamil Nadu

The West Bengal CM’s visit
to Southeast Asia underlines.
India’s Look East pohcy

liking to diplomacy and the Left
parties exercise their political clout
in Delhi for West Bengal’s benefit.

It is natural to see Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s visit to Southeast
Asia as part of India’s Look East
policy, which has opened up new
opportunities for the eastern states
to accelerate their development
through commercial linkages with
the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

India is negotiating free trade
agreements individually with a
number of Southeast Asian coun-
tries as well as with the ten-nation
ASEAN asawhole. Equally signif-
icant has been the BIMSTEC fo-
rumwhich brings together parts of

It is China that offers unprecedented
opportunities for West Bengal and
should be high on the list of new travel

utsﬁnatlon@ 1 Bhatfacﬁaljee o

has always coloured the national
policy towards Sri Lanka. Similarly
political classes in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar have long had influence
onIndia’s Nepal policy.

West Bengal shares along border
with Bangladesh and provides key
trade and transportation links to
Nepal, Bhutan and was once the na-
tural outlet for goods and people fr-
om Western China, including g"ibet.

The national leadership of the
Left has been so focused on grand
ideological issues of India’s foreign
policy, it had little time or inclina-
tion to push the envelope in Delhi
onissues which have a direct bear-
ing on West Bengal’s peace and
prosperity. All that could change if
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee. takes a

6
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South and Southeast Asia-India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand to-
gether in economic cooperation.

While the ASEAN has naturally
been the first target of Bhattachar-
jee, there is no reason why he
should limit himself to Southeast
Asia. India’s own Look East policy
hasits sights setbeyond ASEAN to
include cooperation with China,
Japan, South Korea and Australia.

It is China, however, that offers
unprecedented opportunities for
West Bengal and should be high on
the list of new travel destinations
for Bhattacharjee. At the national
level trade with China is growing at
more than 50 per cent a year openi-
ngup extraordinary possxblhtles for

trade and investment linksbetween .

the two economies. China has also
been looking at sub-regional coop-
eration between its frontier regions
— such as Xinjiang, Tibet and
Yunnan — with the surrounding
regions in the subcontinent and

Southeast Asia. Whichever way the
sub-regional cooperation between

India, China and the abutting re-
gions is looked at, Kolkata's role
will be front and centre.

While New Delhi, often frighten-
edby its own shadow, has been hes-
itant to explore these possibilities,
West Bengal has a big stake in mak-
ing such sub-regional cooperation

- with China a reality. Pushing for

such cooperation as well as open-
ing historic trade routes between
India and China are in the interest
of Kolkata and need to be actively
promoted by Bhattacharjee and
West Bengal MPs in Delhi. Beyond
‘Sotitheast Asia and China, West
Bengal could contribute significa-
ntly to the positive transformation
of ties between India and Ba-
ngladesh, which have been going
downhill for the last many years.
Delhi on its own cannot con-
struct normal and good neigh-
bourly relationswith Dhaka, Delhi
needs supplementary political ef-
Sorgafsamalkasathetannby)
overcome the bitter legacy of the
Partition in the ¢ast.

Only an initiative from Kolkata,
similar to the Punjabiyat move-
ment on thewestern frontier, can
help defeat the growing forces of
extremism fundamentalism in
Bangladesh. Only a conscious ef-
fort on the part of Kolkata and
Delhi to promote the rapid eco-
nomic development of Bangladesh
can help deal with the challenge of
illegal migration.

In thinking creatively about eco-
nomic integration in the eastern
subcontinent and boldly envisaging
a global Bengal, Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee can help reclaim the old
glory of Kolkata. Economic and
cultural diplomacy from a vibrant
Kolkata will lend new capabilities
to India’s forelgn pohcy
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E ven the most reasonable of stances may

have a striking effect. India’s refusal of aid

for the tsunami disaster from other coun-
tries, such as the United States of America,
China, or Australia, has been both polite and rea-
sonable. To deal with the immense destruction
and destitution that the sea has wrought on
India’s coastline and on the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands is a daunting task, but the government
is confident that the country’s resources are ade-
quate at the moment. India is so far out of the beg-
ging-bowl syndrome that it can go further afield
with relief, and is already helping Sri Lanka and
the Maldives, and even Indonesia and Thailand.
The overseas aid should be channelled to those
countries which need it more, India has suggest-
ed, and has also said that it will go back to the
donor countries’ friendly offers if and when nec-
essary. In other words, this is not a snub, but a log-
ical distribution of available aid, and a pragmatic
acknowledgement of the long, hard road to reha-
bilitation that lies ahead, when aid from other
countries may become necessary.

The impact of India’s stance is manifold. The
assurance of officials in Delhi, that the govern-
ment’s decision is based on “ground realities”, is
welcome news to Indian citizens. It undoubtedly
gives a shine to India’s image. Its confidence and
quick-off-the-mark activity is an indirect asser-
tion of its vision of itself as a regional power, one
that can take on a massive natural disaster within
its own boundaries while accepting responsibility
to ease some of the pain of its neighbours. Talk-
ing back to money, with politeness and reason, is a
gentle reminder to the world of its potential. Such
an image is important for an aspirant to a seat in
the United Nations security council. But the story
may not end with the refurbished image. The
countries most affected by the tsunami comprise
aregion criss-crossed with global strategic inter-
ests. An influx of officials from powerful Western
nations at a vulnerable moment may not be wel-
come. [t would also cause disruption where relief
machinery is already in place. There is enough
confusion in relief distribution as it is. To some
extent, this is understandable, given India’s map
and the kind and scale of the disaster. But it would
be even more reassuring for Indian citizens to
know that, in spite of confusions, all the aid pour-
ing in from the poorest to the richest, is reaching
the victims in some form or the other. s
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A diplomat and a gentleman

Tn most regional initiatives in South Asia, in crucial negotiations
with China, through the sensitive post-Soviet years in Afghanistan, be-
hind tough-talking, no-nonsense deliberations with Pakistan, stood
the rock-like presence of J N ‘Mani’ Dixit. The floppy grey hair, ubig-
uitous pipe and gentle grinwere a camouflage for this fiery champion
of independent India. India’s former foreign secretary was not onlya

“He knew very clearly where
India’s interests lay and what
her priorities were. Not too
many officers have the ability
to articulate it on the job, on
the desk, in the course of a
conversation. He understood
what India was capable of
and what it could not do. He
was responsible for opening
a new phase of Indo-
American ties in 1993 where
he negotiated in a very clear-
headed manner...Hewas a
tough guardian of Indian
interests.”

National Security Advisory Board
member HAMID ANSARI

ARUNDHATI GHOSE

FIRST met Mani Dixit when he was Deputy Secretary

and Iwas Under Secretary in 1967. He was then at the

UN Division and Iwas in the Nepal Division at the min-

istry. He had the ability to build great institutions. It was
he who created the Disarmament and International Security
Division aswell as the UN Division at the ministry.

Since Mani’s death, early this moming, everyone’s been
talking about what a brilliant officer he was. That is a fact. It's not
just an opinion. ‘Mant’, as he was referred to by his friends and
colleagues, was averywarm yet solid individual. He was partic-
ularly good with his junior officers and I was a junior officer
when I met him. He completely trusted you with the work he
assigned to you. He never questioned or double-checked. He
felt we must be accountable. I asked him once why he was simply
signing my work without even reading it and he said that it was
because he trusted that I had done what I was required to do.

There was always a personal element in everything he did.
You could have served with him anywhere but he would always
go out of his way to help if he could. That is the person who has
gone.

He would help not just for the sake of helping, he would be
there, be there in tough times. Speaking for myself, if  was hav-
ing a tough time, all T had to do is call himand he would ask me
to come over and chat with him.

The official and personal side of his life were both equally

important. He would never let his work become affected by
personal problems, but he also treated his personai tife with as
much importance as he did his professional one. He had been
separated from his first wife for manyyears. But when she was ll,
when she was dying, Mani sat by her side. That was the stuff
which Mani Dixit was made of.

Mani set up the Indian High Commission in Bangladesh.
He was a young officer then. In 1971, Mani, with the help of
Satinder K Lamba and Chandrashekhar Dasgupta helped setit
up and later on I came from Kolkata. Subsequently, the Em-
bassy beganto grow.

Imet him only last week. He called me to discuss some mat-
ters, He suggested we have sandwiches at his office but I'said I
would much rather go out. Before that he had taken me to
lunch at the Oberoi but he said there would be too many people
interrupting and we wouldn’t get to talk. So I went over to his
house to have lunch with his wife and him. Although he had to
rush back towork, I asked him to stay and have a smoke with me.
He was very fond of his cigars. We wished each other on New
Year’s day. I remember he said it was a pity I lived so far away.
Otherwise, perhaps we would have had more time tochat.

Arundhati Ghose was former Indian ambassador
to the United Nations Conference on Disarmament,
aswell as to South Korea and Egypt

Astold to Amba Batra

“Dixit had a
most difficult
job as he had

to deal with

the outside
world and he
was of great
help to the
PM in this
task...It will
be very
difficult to
replace
him.”
M K NARAYANAN,
Special Adviserto

the PM, seen here
{centre) with him

formidable intellectual. He was an equally tough strategist. He was an
urbane and charming man, yet equally a seasoned and wise warhorse
inmany a diplomaticbattle. As foreign secretary he brought an all-
too-rare intellectual vibrancy to India’s extetnal relations, perhaps one
of a handful of high-ranking foreign service officers who served not in
fashionable Western capitals but extensively in the conflict-ridden

South Asian region. Mani Dixit didn’t “eat and drink for hiscountry”
as diplomats sometimes tend to do. Instead, he carried a sharp wisdom
into the far interiors of South Asia. As National Security Adviser he

was the UPA Government’svoice with China and Pakistan. His tragi-
cally untimely death has deprived India of a wise, uncompromising

and committed guardian. '

“I have lost a close friend, a valued
colleague and a great source of support
...The nation has lost a true patriot, a
great diplomat and wise strategist.”

Prime Minister MANMOHAN SINGH

T - : . .
J N Dixit with prime ministers of the day and
regional leaders like Sri Lankan President

Chandrika Kumaratunga (above) and with then
Pakistan foreign secretary Shaharyar Khan in 1992
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

JAKARTA, JAN. 5. India is likely to
offer the tsunami-affected
countries help based on the
skills that have been acquired
on the “frontline” of managing
natural disasters.

The External Affairs Minister,
Natwar Singh, indicated on the
eve of the conference that the
gesture would be made at the
one-day extraordinary multilat-
eral summit to be held here to-
morrow to address the tsunami
crisis in the Indian Ocean re-
gion.

Mr. Singh will represent In-
dia at the meeting which will be
attended by the United Nations
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan,
leaders from the United States
and others in the “core group,”
besides China, Japan, and the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) which took
the initiative for the
conference.

A document produced by In-
dia’s Disaster Management
Group will be circulated among
the participants. The document

was reflective of what “India is
doing, can do and how we are
right in the frontline,” Mr.
Singh said.

Pointing out how New Delhi
has already rushed to the help
of Sri Lanka, the Maldives, In-
donesia and Thailand, Mr.
Singh turned the spotlight on
what might come to be known
as India’s skill-derived offer. He
said: “We are in a position to
provide training for the search
and rescue teams and setting
up web-based disaster-man-
agement information systems.”
India now possessed a “world
class infrastructure” for dealing
with natural calamities.

Coincidentally, a hospital
ship and another vessel laden
with humanitarian supplies
worth $1 million, both provided
by India, arrived in Indonesia
on the eve of the summit.

Answering questions on the
role and relevance of the “core
group” and the circumstances
in which it came into being at
the U.S. initiative, the External
Affairs Minister said he did not
think there was any controversy

nE oy

offer expertise to
N tsunami-hit countries;<:

over the genesis of the group
for “a major humanitarian
work”. New Delhi’s participa-
tion was traceable to the recog-
nition that “India has the
experience, the expertise and
the capacity and the where-
withal to be able to assist in this
[tsunami relief] in spite of India
itself being badly hit”. It was
also widely known that India
was “the larger country in the
[affected] area having the
equipment and the reach and
the experience” to render help.

On the U.S. being seen to be
jockeying for a “leadership
role” in the tsunami relief ef-
forts, Mr. Singh said: “We are
not getting into this. Our rela-
tions with the United Nations
are very good. Whatever the
U.N. wants, if we can do, we
will certainly do. It is not a
game of one-upmanship. Lives
are involved... We have always
said the U.N. should be in-
volved. It is the international
agency par excellence to deal
with such situations. That is
why the [U.N.] Secretary Gener-
al is here.” P
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"ANNAN’S APPEAL WELCOMED

Navy on alert

\

M

for relief’ ..~

efforts, says
Natwar Singh

By P. S. Suryanarayana

JAKARTA, JAN. 6. The External Af-
fairs Minister, K. Natwar Singh,
today assured the leaders of
the States along the Indian
Ocean rim and in South-East
Asia that New Dethi would be
“happy to place the strengths
of the Indian Navy for use in
humanitarian relief in the
region.”

Addressing the extraordin-
ary summit on the tsunami di-
saster, organised by the
Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN), Mr.
Singh said: “We have placed a
hospital ship off the coast-of
Aceh, Indonesia, which has
been the worst hit area. This
ship is providing emergency
rations, medicines, tents and
first-aid kits. It is also equipped
to set up on-shore medical fa-
cilities.

“Another naval ship has
brought relief and emergency
medical supplies. Even as I
speak, the Indian relief effort at
Meulaboh is in full operation.
An on-shore field hospital has
been set up in this devastated
town, and relief supplies are
being delivered and distrib-
uted to the victims. We are
ready to do more to assist In-
donesia in required areas.”

Outlining India’s logistical
efforts to meet the relief needs
at home and in Sri Lanka and
the Maldives and spelling out
New Delhi’'s efforts to reach
out to other affected countries,
Mr. Singh said, “India whole-
heartedly supports the efforts
of the United Nations” in coor-
dinating international relief
and in “finding ways and
means to address the gaps in
the relief process.”

It was in this context that he
offered to place the resources
of the Indian Navy in readiness
for suitable use in meeting the
tsunami challenges.

Space technology

Mr. Singh said India and the
ASEAN had agreed to cooper-
ate in the field of space tech-
nology and its applications for
weather forecasting and disas-
ter mitigation. He spelt out In-
dia’s commitment to provide

its expertise such as those of
trained search-and-rescue
teams, designers of “web-
based disaster management
information systems” and oth-
er skilled professionals.

During the conference, the
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, said the core group,
formed by Washington in col-
laboration with India, Japan
and Australia, was now being
disbanded in the context of to-
day’s show of international sol-
idarity in meeting the tsunami
challenges.

Early warning centre

World leaders agreed that “a
regional tsunami early warning
centre” should be set up for the
benefit of the countries along
the Indian Ocean rim and
those in South-East Asia.

In a declaration, the heads of
state or government and spe-
cial envoys of nearly 40 coun-
tries and international
organisations decided to “re-
quest the United Nations to
mobilise the international
community to support the na-
tional relief emergency pro-
grammes in the affected
countries.”

Special representative

The U.N. Secretary General,
Kofi Annan's “flash appeal” for
a new initiative worth about $1
billion was welcomed.

The U.N. was also requested
to appoint a special represen-
tative to cope with the present
challenges and convene an

1ntemat1onal pledging confer-
ence.’

The U.N. should explore the
establishment of a “standby ar-
rangement” at the global level
to meet tsunami challenges,
the leaders said.

While the issues of debt mo-
ratorium or even forgiveness
and assistance by international
financial institutions and oth-
ers were discussed by the as-
sembled “community of grief”
the overall mood was one of
shared sentiments, diplomats
and officials noted.

Natwar holds talks with
Wen Jiabao: Page 13
U.N. launches relief
effort: Page 16
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NDIA is among a handful of

democracies that believe in

total consensus and continu-

ity in foreign policy which
rarely dominates our electoral
rhetoric. With the one prominent
exception of Indira Gandhi ex-
ploiting the Morarji government’s
covert diplomacy with Israel
(topped by Moshe Dayan’s secret,
but not-so-secret visit to India),
rarely has somebody been able to
exploit a foreign policy issue for
partisan advantage.

This has obvious advantages.
The rest of the world never has to
live in any uncertainty in its dealings
with us. Even the Pakistanis, who
had many apprehensions when the
NDA government lost, now ac-
knowledge that the dialogue has
carried on seamlessly. The non-
partisan nature of the process also
gives our policy-maker a great deal
of elbow room. Parliamentary de-
bates on foreign policy are so
pedestrian, so unquestioning and
so naam-ke-vaaste. In fact, if you
study the debates closely, the Op-
position questioning is mostly con-
fined to whether a particular move
amounts to a shift from the holy
€Onsensus or not.

But like all arrangements of
great comfort, continuity and sta-
bility, we have to pay a price for this,
and the price isnot just boredom. It
keeps us trapped in formulations of
the past. It makes any kind of fleet-
footedness difficult, tempting the
policy-maker to avoid changing the

inherited script or, in the event that .

he does dare, to do so behind the
back of the system, '

have seen three such major

IN the past two decades we

shifts. First, Rajiv Gandhi’s ap-
proach to China, forgetting 1962
and a policy ossified over a quarter
of a century. That new policy, of
putting the border issue and the
bitterness of war on the back-
burner and moving ahead with
normalisation, is one of the great-
est legacies of Rajiv’s five years.
The second was Narasimha Rao’s
calibrated westward-tilt in the
wake of the eastern bloc decline.
This was a seminal shift too be-
cause an essential feature of this
was to drop all hypocrisy on the
Middle East and upgrade our rela-
tions with Israel. Central to this
shift was the belief that India could
not integrate itself with the new
emerging global economy without
aligning its foreign policy with
changing times. The third, of
course, was a series of shifts under
the Vajpayee government, starting
with the nuclear tests and then
leading on to an unabashed strate-
gic partnership with the US.

While you could argue with

INTEREST
India’s foreign policy
challenge: dump the
mindset of a lobbying
nation and celebrate its

| status as a buying power
¢ SHEKHAR GUPTA

much of t\e.)business of high strat-
egy and diplomacy anyway, each
one of these shifts was made en-
tirely behind the back of Parlia-
ment, media and the political sys-
tem. Each one entered our public
discourse after the decisions had
been implemented. Each one also
involved a great deal of discretion

nile, demands and appeals for the
UN Security Council membership,
made even more comical by the ar-
gument onwhether we will accept it
with or without the veto, are a part
of the same disease. It must be ac-
knowledged, though, that it was
the NDA that started this ridicu-
lous “satyagraha” first to tumul-

The past two decades have seen three major
shifts. First, Rajiv’s approach to China,
forgetting 1962. The second was Rao’s
westward-tilt in the wake of the eastern

bloc decline. The third was a series of shifts
under Vajpayee, starting with the nuclear
tests and then to an unabashed strategic
partnership with the US

andsilence on the part of the main
players. You might say it is to the
credit of our political system that
these changes were not only ac-
cepted but also carried forward en-
ergetically by the successors. But it
is a far from satisfactory arrange-
ment in a world changing so
rapidly. If you do a little research
on the foreign policy discourse
around the world, at least among
the ten or so key nations, you

tuous applause at NRI conclaves
and the UPA is turning it into an
ashwamedha of sorts, riding the
very potent vehicle called the
MEA press conference.

LEASE do a search on the
P press coverage of all visits by
foreign dignitaries in the last
year or so, and you will find some

headline in each case saying he/she
supports India’s case for the perma-

India’s leverage today should be seen not so
much in terms of whether it can deny the
F-16 sale to Pakistan as in whether it chooses
to buy from Boeing or Airbus the 50-odd
aircraft even its state-owned carriers will need
in the next few years. That is real leverage.
India has to raise itself in its own eyes and
then embrace a new worldview

would find almost nobody refer-
ring to any past formulations, be-
cause they are now irrelevant, they
had never anticipated the kind of
world we have today.

In that sense, too, India is an ex-
ception, particularly with the re-
turmn of a Congress-led government
and its Nehru-era nostalgia. The
repeated, and so touchingly juve-

nent membership. Any Indian dig-
nitary or parliamentary delegation
that goes abroad has to mouth the
same demand, de rigeur. Itisasifall
the respect and stature we have
achieved in the world since Silicon
Valley discovered the Indian hand
there is of no use until we get this
very Cold War acknowledgement.
We know nobody will give us such a

/.* Boeing and the F-16

NATIONAL

distinction just because we go on
shouting the slogan, hamaari
maangein poori karo, trade union
style, around the world. But we are
now caught in this trap. Even my in-
discretion in questioning this emo-
tion, my underlying argument that
nobody gives you something, least
of all a Security Council veto, just
because you demand it, that these
privileges come when you become
so powerful nobody can deny these
to you, will bring me a flurry of an-
gry letters, That is why I must stick
my neck out now to-underline the
next trap of a similar nature we are /
about towalk into.

Thisisthe F-16trap. The Amer-
icans are talking of resuming sup-
plies to Pakistan and the next for-
eign policy slogan could be to
oppose that, as if all the gains in the
India-US relationship over the past
five yearswere now to pass the F-16
test. Already, all American visitors,
from Brownback to Blackwill, are
being asked the same question.
Soon enough our politicians, diplo-
mats and certainly a lot of the pun-
dits — particularly those who lived
through the first F-16 phase in the
eighties — will jump on the band-
wagon, We can by no means look
the other way if anybody hands over
force multipliers to Pakistan or dis-
turbs the military balance. But this
is the India of 2005, a nuclearised
subcontinent, and the introduction
of nosingle tactical weapon system is
going to alter the balance. India’s
leverage today should be seen not
so much in terms of whether it can
lobby in Washington to deny — or
delay—the F-16 sale to Pakistan as
in whether it chooses to buy from
Boeing.or Airbus the 50-odd air-
craft even its state-owned carriers
will need in the next few years. That
is real leverage, and that is the re-
ward of 20 years of robust economic
growth and political stability. India
has toraise itself in its own eyes and
then embrace a new worldview.
The great foreign policy challenge
for India at this moment is to finally
dump the old mindset of a lobbying
nation and celebrate its new status
as a buying power. Then the worid
would look different. Also, more
welcoming and comfortable.

So, here is the greatest peril a
consensual, doctrinaire foreign
policy, driven by history rather
than the future brings. We can get
so trapped in continuity as to miss
the great moments of turn and
change. This is one of those mo-
ments. How we handle our evolv-
ing relationship with the US under
Bush I would determine whether
we emerge as a major buying
power, or go back to being another
lobbying Third World state.

White to sg@expressindia.com
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17\&\ Energy diplomacy bears fruit GWQ

Del i’s “look East” policy is beginning to bear fruit with an
agreement, in principle, for a pipeline from gas-rich
Myanmar routed through Bangladesh to Kolkata. The deal is
beneficial for all concerned. Gas is Yangon’s principal export
earner, and the advantage to it is obvious. Dhaka gets $125
million annually in transit and management fees; besides, it
gains the infrastructure, free of cost, to transport its own fuel
from gas-producing regions in the east to consuming areas in
the west of the country. As a deal sweetener, it is also likely to
get transit rights for its own commodities through India to
Nepal and Bhutan. India is short of gas, needing 120 million
cubic meters daily but producing only 74 million cubic meters.
Demand is expected to go up to 284 million cubic meters by
2010. A pipeline would be the cheapest means to ferry gas
from Myanmar, in whose fields ONGC Videsh and GAIL
hold stakes, to eastern India. Surplus gas couid be piped from
Tripura’s ONGC fields, where gas production is capped at
present, to Bengal and Bihar. In addition to the $40 billion
deal that Delhi entered into with Teheran for the supply of
liquefied natural gas, the pipeline will go some way towards
meeting India’s projected energy demand.

It is this interdependence that countries in Europe and
Southeast Asia enter into, which has brought these regions
prosperity and diplomatic stability. Delhi has long neglected
its eastern neighbours as well as its own eastern regions, while
Dhaka has been a difficult customer. That is why the east
remains poor, the north-east turbulent, while relations with
Dhaka and Yangon are rocky. Smoothening relations with
Yangon has helped - help is promised in flushing out north-
astern rebels, the gas pipeline deal is in the works and Delhi
can hope to counter Beijing’s influence on Yangon, a matter
of strategic value. The pipeline has also persuaded Dhaka to
agree, for the first time in 30 years, as the petroleum minister
points out, on transport of commodities through its territory.
One of Dhaka’s complaints against Delhi has been the trade
deficit Bangladesh incurs. Once the benefits of the gas
pipeline start to flow and Dhaka overcomes its distrust of
Delhi, it can be encouraged to address this deficit through gas
exports — all it needs to do is add its own gas to the pipeline.
It can also allow transit of other commodities to the north-
east, which will be another mutually beneficial deal. P
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Irag vote fornes

By Indrani Bagchi/TNN q Ve

New Delhi: The stunning turnout in the Iraq polls has
forced the UPA government to revisit its Iraq policy
and prepare for an early re-engagement with the new
authority in Baghdad.

“The Americans have pulled it . off, first in
Afghanistan and now in Iraq,” said a
senior foreign ministry functionary
with grudging admiration, while ac-
knowledging that India will have to re-
calibrate its stance towards Iraq.

While the government here is in the
“wait and watch” mode, it is being recog-
nised that neither the UN nor the Euro-
pean Union or even Iraq’s néighbours
will be able to ignore the fact of record
participation of Iraqis in the US-secured
polls which has put a stamp of legitimacy on the exer-
cise. “We cannot refuse to reach out to Baghdad once
the UN and the Europeans come on board.”

While the government faces a challenge in persuad-
ing the Left parties—which had called for continuing
the boycott of Iraq until after the US had left—and get-
ting around the parliamentary resolution for a close
embrace, the first steps on a more realistic road have

rethink in Delh

\

already been taken. The ministry of external alrs
dashed off a welcoming statement on the elections.
“The holding of elections is a noteworthy develop-
ment. We hope that these events will set in motion a
process that will lead the Iraqi people to taking full
control of their destiny.”

India is also looking to send back an ambassador to
Baghdad in place of B B Tyagi who re-
turned a couple of months ago. But un-

. til then, the newly appointed special
“ envoy to the Middle East, Chinmaya
Gharekhan, will set off to gather a re-
alistic appraisal of the region and the
fallout the elections might have in
Iraq’s neighbourhood.

The process will gather momentum
if the US is able to nudge the Middle
East peace peace process. The first
meeting of the quartet—the US, the EU, the UN and
Russia—is slated for March 1, and any forward move-
ment will help the government bring around the Left
and forge a consensus on calling off the hands-off pos-
ture towards Iraq. The Left ignored the turnout, with
CPI leader A B Bardhan doubting the figures and call-
ing for continuing the resistance.

» India for role in reconstruction, Page 7
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Saarc mee

India pulls out citing

Nepal, Bangla chaos

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 2

INDIA TODAY showed its dis-
pleasure with King Gyanen-
dra’s royal coup by opting out
of the February 6-7 Saarc sum-
mit in Dhaka, thus putting the
meet off for a second time after
a tsunami-induced delay.

New Delhi cited as reasons
for the pullout the political de-
velopments in Nepal and the
deteriorating security situa-
tion in Bangladesh, which has
been rocked by political mur-
ders and violent protests.

1t prompted a furious reac-
tion from Dhaka, which said
India’s reasons were ‘“unac-
ceptable and (have been) reject-
ed outright. We are shocked
and dismayed at the unwar-
ranted and unexpected deci-
sion of the government of In-
dia,” a Bangladesh foreign
ministry statement said.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s decision not to attend
the summit — which came af-
ter consultations with Opposi-
tion leaders A.B. Vajpayee and
[.K. Advani — means it has to
be put off. Under the Saarc
charter, a summit can take
place only if all heads of state
or government of the seven
member countries participate.

Foreign secretary Shyam
Saran denied that the Indian
move was a result of New Del-
hi’s strained ties with Dhaka.
“It-is not directed against this
or that country. This decision
has been taken against the
background of recent develop-
ments in our neighbourhood
which have caused us grave
concern,” he told reporters.
“The developments in Nepal as
well as the continuing and de-
teriorating security situation
in Bangladesh — these are the
two key factors.”

Saran said the decision was
based on an on-the-ground as-
sessment of the security situa-
tion by a high-level security
team that is currently in Dha-
ka. He said there had been

/

three bomb blasts in Dhaka on
Tuesday, including in the high-
security zone around the Sher-
aton Hotel where the Saarc
leaders were to stay. He cited
the death of former finance
minister and Opposition law-
maker S.A.M.S. Kibria in a
grenade attack on a political
rally a few days ago.

Although the brief three-
paragraph statement made no
reference to King Gyanendra
sacking the Nepal governmeént
and imposing Emergency,
Saran said that, too, was be-
hind the Indian government’s
decision.

Was India not attending be-
cause the Prime Minister did
not want to share the same
platform with King Gyanen-
dra, he was asked.

“What we have said has
nothing to do with personali-
ties. What we are speaking
about is a serious situation
that has developed in Nepal,”
the bureaucrat replied.

“Even as I speak there is no
communication (between New
Delhi and Kathmandu). I don’t
think our decision should be
seen in the context of our will-
ingness or non-willingness to
share the stage.”

India’s move once again re-
flects the serious political chal-
lenges facing the regional
grouping as it enter its 20th
year of operation with no tan-
gible results to show. Saarc
summits have been postponed
earlier, too, due to bilateral dif-
ferences between member
countries, especially India and
Pakistan.

Pakistan indicated it was un-
happy with the postponement.
“Frequent postponements of
the Saarc summit conference
have raised doubts about the
seriousness with which the
agenda for regional coopera-
tion is being pursued in South
Asija,” Pakistani foreign min-
istry spokesman Masood Khan
said in a statement.

More reports on Page 2
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Nepalese in India shout slogans against King Gyanendra in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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Tense wait
for stranded
tourists

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 2

ABOUT 2,000 tourists from Bengal remain
stranded in Nepal a day after King Gyanendra
dismissed the Sher Bahadur Deuba govern-
ment and proclaimed Emergency.

Though flights have resumed to and from
Kathmandu, the Himalayan Kingdom remains
largely cut off from the outside world with
road communication uncertain and phone
lines down. Which means, most low-budget
travellers, who had entered Nepal on bus and
rail routes via Raxaul, Biratnagar or
Kakarvitta, are stranded, travel agenis said.

But 15 foreigners, who were in Kathmandu
on a tour organised by Cox & Kings, were
flown back today to New Delhi and are expect-
ed soon in Kolkata. “These tourists, all of
them from Madrid, are safe. But the situation
in Nepal is still too unsafe for the tours to go
ahead. We have cancelled all bookings for next
week,” Soumitra Ghosh of Cox & Kings said.

Hissay Lama, senior executive with SOTC
Kuoni Travel, said, “Today two tourists, Debo-
priya Das and his wife, cancelled their trip to
Nepal. Yesterday they were willing to risk it.
They backed out today.”

Most tour operators in Kolkata are worried.
“We are unable to contact our agents there and
have no idea of the fate of those who have
availed our package tours. I have heard that
some airlines are operating special flights to
evacuate stranded tourists. We are trying to
bring our customers back,” a senior official -
with a leading travel agency told HT.

But Ghanashyam Lamshal, consul in the
Royal Nepal Consulate in Kolkata, denied any
attempt or need to evacuate tourists. “Flights
have resumed and no tourist is stranded in
Nepal,” he said.

The crisis has also led to a long line of sta-
tionary Indian trucks and goods vehicles at
Raxaul, Sonali, Biratnagar and Naxalbari,
towns on the Indo-Nepalese border, with trans-
porters too scared to venture in. A. Bhat-
tacharjee, treasurer of the West Bengal Truck
Operators’ Association, said truckers had
been advised to stop loading goods for Nepal.

Vinod Jain, owner of Hanuman Roadways,
which sends about 200 trucks and trailers into
Nepal every month, said his company was plan-
ning to suspend operations. “Some trucks have
been offered police escort, but most drivers are
scared,” Satyajit Banerjee, secretary, West Ben-
gal Truck Operators’ Association, said.



“Delhi seeks tryst with Gyanend

King Gyanendra
In demand

———

Keshav Pradhan

%Q Qﬂ‘
Kathmandu, February 8

THE INDIAN Prime Minister wouldn’t
share the dais at Saarc with him; will
Nepal’s king now shake hands with the
Indian envoy?

All eyes are trained on a proposed
meeting between King Gyanendra and
ambassador Shiv Shankar Mukherjee.

An Indian embassy source said, -

“We're awaiting the palace’s response to
our request for a meeting with the king
made on Monday” The same day,
Mukherjee had met Nepal army chief
Pyarjung Thapa at the soldier’s request,
despite pressure on New Delhi at home
and in Nepal not to extend further mili-
tary assistance to the Royal Nepalese
Army, which is fiercely loyal to the king.

Some Nepalese feel that the request for
a meeting with the king signifies a climb-
down by New Delhi, which had frowned
on Gyanendra’s “coup” and cited it as a
reason to skip the Saarc summit. They
feel the palace might use Delhi’s willing-

ness to talk in its efforts\)

win global
recognition for the king’s government.
On Monday alone, Nepalese foreign min-
ister Rameshnath Pandey met 10 EU,
Asian and Australian envoys.

If he can get a meeting with the king,
Mukherjee is expected to highlight the
possible fallout of the “coup” in the two
countries. Several mainstream political
activists have already crossed into India.
Besides, New Delhi has been complain-
ing about the growing links between the
Nepal Maoists and India’s CPI (Maoist),
Ulfa and KLO.

Some Nepalese hope that the meeting
would give New Delhi a chance to make
the king realise the need for re-establish-
ment of democratic rule and close cooper-
ation between him and the mainstream
parties to resolve the Maoist crisis.

Phones ring again: Nepal ended the
weeklong suspension of ISD and internet
services on Monday evening, but the ban
on cell phones and UTL phones is likely
to continue. (See also Page 13)
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~ Petro ministry wants to gas
, MEA says can it

 directl

SrinjoyChowdhury in New Delhi

Feb. 8. — A petroleum ministry
proposal to lead or participate in
bilateral or multilateral negotia-
tions with lIran, Pakistan, Baug-
ladesh and other countries regard-
ing the setting up of transnational
pipelines to import gas is before
the Union Cabinet. During the
inter-ministerial consultations, the
external affairs ministry raised
some security issues on the move.

It cleared, the petroleum min-
istry will take steps to hold discus-
stons with the concerned nations,
but keeping everyone informed. If
the pipelines are in place, it would
increase supply of cheaper gas and
ICTEQSE energy security.

Discussions at the diplomatic
level have already been held with
fran, Myanmar and Pakistan.
There are several pipelines invo-
Ived. A possibility is one from Iran
to India via Pakistan. The alterna-
tives to this are: a pipeline along
Pakistan’s continental shelf or the
very expensive deep-water pipeli-
ne. There is also the possibility of
pipeline  gas  imports  {rom
Myanmar cither through Bangla-
desh or skirting it.

A similar deep-water pipeline is

THE STATES AN

a very costly option as well, Some
talk of petroleume-related ties with
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan s
also on the anvil.

There arce security issues invo-
Ived as Pakistan is concerned and
the external affuirs ministry had
worried about the possible disrup-
tion of supplics. The pipeline
should also be in the context of
trade and cconomic ties with

TURF

Pakistan. At one time, the petrole-
um ministry had said that such
pipelines existed between the
Soviet Union and western Europe
during the Cold War.

Also, when there are strong
mutual interests. these treaties
tend to succeed. the ministry
opincd.

Also. it had suggested that an

international agency like the
World Bank could be involved.
The petroleum ministry believes
that the arrangements involving

‘Pakistan could be done by Iran

with a multinational firm helping,
if necessary.

® The external affairs ministry
believes that the Pakistan pipeline
shouldn’t necessarily be a stand-
alone project but there should be
other trade proposals between the
two countries.

® [t doesn’t appear very keen on a
World Bank proposal nor does it
want regular statements on the
possibility of an energy crunch in
the future. ‘

M There is a suggestion in certain
quarters that an India-Iran bilater-
al deal would be easier and then
Iran and Pakistan could have a
separate treaty.

Also, while the petroleum min-
istry believes that the Iran-
Pakistan-India pipeline could be
linked to the gas reserves of Qatar.
there is hesitation about it in other
quarters.

The demand for natural gas is
huge. Currently. India needs 150
MMSCMD. but avatlabibity is haif
that. In future, both demand and
supply will go up enormously.
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India won't
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aid to Nepa

Vishal Thapar & PTI
Bangalore/Kathmandu, Feb 9

AMBITIOUS KINGS are bad but
revolutionaries are worse. So
thinks the Indian government,
at least while carrying out for-
eign policy.

On a day New Delhi made its
first contact with King Gyanen-
dra since his “coup”, India de-
clared it would continue to pro-
vide military assistance to Nepal
despite having serious reserva-
tions about the suspension of
democracy in the kingdom.

Defence minister Pranab Mu-
kherjee explained the Indian
stand at a Bangalore air show
shortly before Gyanendra re-
ceived Indian ambassador Shiv
Shankar Mukherjee and dis-
cussed with him the political sit-
uation in the kingdom. New Del-
hi has a big stake in the stability
of Nepal, the minister said, for a
spillover of the Maoist violence
could jeopardise India’s security.

After Gyanendra’s takeover,
this was the first clear statement
from New Delhi that it would not
do anything that could destabilise
the Nepalese monarchy This
means that while India would join
the Nepalese parties and the
Maoists in condemning the
“coup”, it would help the king’s
army battle the Maoist guerrillas.

Besides, §.S. Mukherjee’s meet-
ing with Gyanendra would help
the king in his efforts to win glob-
al recognition for his new govern-
ment. Till now, the envoys of only
two countries — the US and
Britain, which, along with India,
were supporting the government
in its fight against Maoist rebels
— had met the king after he as-
-sumed all executive power.

“India’s relationship with
Nepal is of a very special na-
ture,” the defence minister told a
press conference at the Aero-In-

It the security
situation in Nepal
deteriorates, 1t will

in turn heighten our
own security threat.
Our response 1s

based on this

Pranab Mukhériee

dia Show, 2005. “It is a long-
standing relationship. We do
recognise that if the security sit-
uation in Nepal deteriorates as a
consequence of enhancement of
Maoist influence, it will in turn
heighten our own security
threat. Qur response is based on
all these aspects.”

Pranab Mukherjee hinted at
“close links” between the Nepal-
ese Maoists and Left extremists
in India, which has an open bor-
der with Nepal. He revealed the
Nepalese military was anxious
for Indian assistance to continue.

After the King assumed power,
the chief of the Royal Nepal
Army sent a communiqueé to his
Indian counterpart, seeking a re-
iteration of the special military
relationship. “This (relation-
ship) will continue,” the defence
minister said.

The Nepalese army is heavily
dependent on Indian military aid.

. Related report on Page 13
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THE MANMOHAN SINGH\Government’s deci-
sion to examine favourably the possibility of
transporting Iranian natural gas to India via a
pipeline traversing Pakistani territory repre-
sents the welcome triumph of sound economics
over dubious diplomacy. Ever since Islamabad
first mooted the pipeline as a stand-alone pro-
ject, the Indian side — and particularly the bu-
reaucratic arm of the Ministry of External Affairs
-— has tended to be overly suspicious. Although
the proposal had obvious economic benefits for
India, the question that preoccupied South
Block mandarins was why the Pakistanis were
willing to make an exception to their own stand
that there could be no movement in economic
relations unless there was matching progress in
resolving the ‘core issue’ of Jammu and Kash-
mir. When the Vajpayee Government was in of-
fice, this line of reasoning produced two
responses, both negative. First, if India went
ahead, Pakistan would use the estimated $ 600-
800 million in transit fees to shore up its ‘near
bankrupt’ economy and finance terrorism
against India. Secondly, Pakistan would hold In-
dia’s energy security to ransom by shutting
down the pipeline at will. The United Progres-
sive Alliance Government did soften India’s ap-
proach by downplaying the concerns about
transit fees and security but introduced a new
caveat. While the joint statement issued by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and General
Pervez Musharraf in September 2004 brought
the Iran pipeline on to the bilateral menu, New
Delhi subsequently tied the project to the ques-
tion of reverse transit rights for Indian goods
through Pakistan to Afghanistan and Iran.

As matters stand, the insistence on linking the
pipeline to reciprocal economic concessions
has been set aside. This shift, combined with the
innovative idea of India signing an agreement
with Iran for the delivery of gas at the Indian
border with Pakistan, means a path has been

“\
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cleared for Teheran to start negotiating the issue
of transit fees and security directly with Islama-
bad. Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar, who is dynamically and in a well-
strategised way spearheading India’s pipeline
diplomacy, hopes to clinch a preliminary deal
with Iran in June. To be sure, subsequent nego-
tiations will not be easy. Security remains a ma-
jor concern, with the Pakistani authorities
unable to secure their own domestic supplies
from Sui in Baluchistan. The three countries will
also need to put their heads together to devise
innovative risk-mitigating financial instruments.
However, given goodwill and patience all round,
there is no reason why an agreement that satis-
fies India’s security concerns and Pakistan’s
quest for transit fees cannot be reached.

At a time when it is not clear how soon the
composite dialogue process will start yielding
tangible results, the Pakistan-India pipeline is
sure to keep the bilateral relationship ticking
along. Similatly, on India’s eastern borders, the
proposed gas pipeline from Myanmar to West

‘Bengal via Bangladesh opens up the possibility

of a wider set of trans-border economic ex-
changes that can help transform the Northeast-
ern region of India. Energy is one aspect, but
road and rail linkages can be another catalyst for
the speedy integration of South Asia. That is why
India need not look askance at the Bangladeshi
attempt to link the Myanmar pipeline issue to
better transit facilities to and from Nepal, and to
Indian cooperation in the event of Bangladesh
seeking to buy hydroelectric power from Bhu-
tan. New Delhi, too, has transit issues with Dha-
ka, with its longstanding demand for the right to
trans-ship Indian products from West Bengal to
the Seven Sisters of the Northeast still pending.
Once the gas starts flowing and India starts pay-
ing transit revenues, Dhaka — and even Islama-
bad — might be inclined to show greater
flexibility on the question of transit rights.

THE M)
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Delhi talks
tough with*"
Kathmandu

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 14

SEEKING EARLY restora-
tion of multi-party democra-
¢y -in Nepal, India on Mon-
day said its military aid to
the Himalayan Kingdom is
under “constant review”.

However, it ruled out any
intervention to “impose”
democracy in Nepal and not-
ed that New Delhi will have
to deal with the government
that is in power there.

External affairs minister
K. Natwar Singh met
Nepalese Ambassador to In-
dia Karna Dhoj Adhikari
and sought immediate
restoration of multi-party
democracy and freedom of
the media and steps for the
release of political leaders,
journalists and human
rights activists. He also
stressed that efforts should
be made in Nepal to evolve a
national consensus to ad-
dress the problems faced by
the country.

“The issue of defence sup-
plies is constantly under re-
view,” foreign secretary
Shyam Saran said in an in-
teractive session after deliv-
ering a lecture on ‘India and
its neighbourhood’ here.

In a stern message to King
Gyanendra, who seized pow-
er on February 1, by ousting
the government of Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, Saran said,
“Detraction from and aban-
doning democracy cannqt be
an answer to economic or po-
litical challenges that Nepal
faces. We are trying to put
across this point to the
Monarchy and political par-
ties there.”

The minister emphasized
that India wishes to see a sta-
ble, peaceful and prosperous
Nepal in its neighbourhood,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Navtej Sarna
said in a statement.

Singh conveyed tha
would be desirable that im-
mediate steps are taken to-
wards the release of political
leaders, journalists and hu-
man rights activists; free-
dom of media restored; mul-
ti-party democracy is rein-
stated, and efforts are made
10 evolve a national consen-
sus to address the problem
faced by the country.”

The minister reinforced
government’s position spelt
out in the official statement
issued on February 1 follow-
ing the dismissal of the mul-

“it

ti-party government of Sher:

REUTERS
Newly appointed vice-chairmen of the Councit of Ministers, Dr Tulshi Giri and Kirtinighi Bisht
(left), take the oath at the Narayanhiti Palace on Monday.

Bahadur Deuba and assump-
tion of executive powers by
King Gyanendra.

Seeking early restoration
of multi-party democracy,
the foreign secretary said,
“It is very essential.”

To a guestion, he said it is
not for India but for the peo-
ple of Nepal to decide which
kind of democracy they
want. “The Constitution of
Nepal, which has been
adopted by consensus, talks
of Constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democracy
being the two pillars of . . i Ee
democracy,” he said. e s O 7
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Strategic paradigm shift

India should use arms purchases from the US not only to diversify sourcing but also to climb to the next level of
strategic cooperation with the superpgvﬂer, advocates K Subrahmanyam

/

N THE 1960s, India was compelled to
start purchasing Soviet defence
equipmient, for a combination of
strategic reasons and non-availability
of western alternatives. Starting with the
MiG-21 aircraft in 1962, it expanded to
surface-to-air missiles SA-2, supply drop-
ping aircraft (AN-12), helicopters (MI-4),
130-mm guns, light tanks PT-76, sub-
marines and patrol vessels. By 1965, the
USSR emerged as our main weapon sup-
plier, despite opposition from the Services.

The Services, the defence bureaucracy
and the foreign office initially did not trust
Communist Soviet Union which they felt
would uitimately side with China. The
Russian language would hinder training;
if India started large-scale arms purchase
from USSR, western countries would stop
training our Service officers. Western
equipment was considered superior. Yet,
as partof alarger strategic vision, the polit-
icallcadership of the day was able to over-
come strong popular prejudice.

The arguments that swayed the gov-
ermment into entering the Soviet relation-
ship included acute paucity of foreign exc-
hange, a long-term line of credit, accept-
ance of non-convertible rupees as
payment, discovery that Soviet equip-
ment was not inferior, though not as sop-
histicated as the western equivalent and
the post-1964 disappointment with the
Americans (after the Chavan-McNamara
agreement) who refused to supply combat
equipment for fear of offending Pakistan.
The 1971 War reaffirmed the soundness of
the Soviet military option. Eventually, the
Services grew so comfortable with Soviet
equipment that they and the dvilian bure-
aucracy oppose change despite the com-
pulsions of the new global situation.

In the next two decades, there will be
only three centres for defence equipment:
the US, European Consortium and Russia
and we have to start evaluating today the
merits of working with each of them. The
latter two will not be able to keep up with
the USinterms of equipment quality. Fur-
thermore, as the dominant power in the
{oresecable future, there would be greater

The ECOﬂomi

advantage in building a security relation-
ship that inevitably accompanies the pur-
chase of substantial defence equipment.

Today, the Bush administration is
poised to make two important decisions
that will directly impinge on our security:
® Supply of sophisticated weapons, inc-
luding F-16 aircraft, to Pakistan; and
® Press for maintenance of an arms emb-
argo on China, perceived by US policy-
makersin adversarial terms

We do not have to respond immediately
onthe second, but lack of action on the first
possibility could have serious short-term
consequences. In formulating our policy,
we should consider the following :

It is not realistic for us to continue to
boycott US military vendors and yet exp-
ect our concerns to be taken into account
regarding the nature of arms supplied to
Pakistan. We must build countervailing
stakes as quickly as possible.

Pakistan has historically relied on the
US national security lobby. Our military-
to-military relationship has expanded
vastly and the US was very impressed with
the tsunami response, If we could raise the
level to include defence equipment pur-
chases, we can deal with Pakistan on equal

¢ Time:
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terms or better in Washington. Unlike
Pakistan, or in our previous experience
with Russia, we have the ability today to
translate defence equipment purchases
into a larger technology relationship that
would cover high-end outsourcing. As a
result, even in a short time span, we can
foster a reverse dependency by the US.

REFORM in defence procurement

strategy is urgently needed to keep
pace with change in economic equations.
The Russian relationship was a product of
the Cold War. Today, greater competition
and wider options are available and adva-
ntageous. A false argument of reliability of
supplies has been advanced to block
sourcing from the US. No US president can
give an assurance that Congress would
not interrupt sales in the future, But we
have to make a risk assessment rather
than approach this in pedantic terms.
After our 1998 nuclear tests, there is no
probable contingency where the US could
invoke sanctions against India. Secondly,
if our purchases and collaborations turn
substantial, the stakes for the US compa-
nies and legislators dependent on them
would be too high to invoke sanctions

.
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lightly. Third, a strategy of increasing US
dependency through more sophisticated
outsourcing would discourage sanctions,
Fourth, a combination of licensed produc-
tion, warehousing and spare parts indent-
ing, all provided by the US law, would
minimise supply interruptions.

A war fighting window is at best likely
to extend to two weeks. Our planning
could easily cater for such contingencies
without necessarily leaving us vulnerable
10 pressures.

European suppliers, including France,
are not likely to be very much more reli-
able than the US. In a situation of conflict,
they would come under pressure to adopt
aunified G-8 position. Their ability to deli-
ver on other concerns, while useful, is
likely to be less than that of a US adminis-
tration which would have the last say on
any important global issue.

The prospect of the Indian Air Force
purchasing 126 aircraft offers a unique
opportunity to refashion Indo-US rcla-
tions. Whether we pass up the opportunity
altogether, or allow it to place ourselves on
par with Pakistan, orintelligently exploit it
to achieve a strategic paradigm shift de-
pends on us. The political leadership took
the lead in the initiative of the '60s. Today,
there is a strong case to once again re-eval-
uate our strategic perspective. If managed
well, as in the economic ficld, we can play
off the US, Europe and Russia against each
other to our advantage.

The growing trade gap with the US is
likely to lead to pressures on outsourcing.
The debate over data privacy could easily
assume a protectionist colouring. Our def-
ence purchases from the US could help
diffuse outsourcing pressure and perhaps
even encourage its higher end through
R&D collaborations.

The Indian community in the US is a
potent political instrument that we have
yetto fully exploit. Equipping them with a
stronger case is very important. Given
their socio-economic profile, they could
take full advantage of a growing Indo-US
security relationship to intensify theirlob-
bying capabilities.
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New Delhi, March 16: India
and the US today joined hands
to step up pressure on Nepal's
King Gyanendrato take imme-
diate steps to restore democra-
¢y in the country.

US secretary of state Con-
doleezza Rice joined foreign
minister K. Natwar Singh in
describing the king’s Febru-
ary coup, when he took away
all powers from the executive,
as a “setback” to the goals of
democracy and pluralism.

The signals follow a strong
message that Delhi sent to Gy-
anendra through Shiv Mukhe-
rjee, the Indian ambassador to
Nepal. Mukherjee, who was
here three weeks ago to con-
sult the leadership on “op-
tions” to deal with the situa-
tion in Kathmandu, has not
been granted an audience
with the king since his return.

The US government has st-
ressed that it would like to go
along with the Indian assess-
ment and work closely with it
to resolve the political crisis in
Kathmandu. By joining hands
with India, the US has made it
clear that the king is fast run-
ning out of choices.

India, the US and the Euro-
pean Union have combined fo-
rees to withhold supply of we-
apons to Nepal. All three are
using this as a leverage with
Gyanendra to force him to ta-
ke steps to restore democracy
in his country.

In this backdrop, Islama-
bad’s offer to supply arms to
Kathmandu is not being taken
very seriously by Delhi. South
Block believes that the tough
public posture notwithstand-
ing, the king will ultimately
refuse Pakistan’s offer as he is
aware of India’s sensitivity on
the issue.

\\/’
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or Kathmandu

US secretary of state Condoleezza Rice with Congress chief Sonia Gandhi in New Delhi on Wednesday. (P 11)

“The wider implications of
accepting Pakistan’s offer of
arms supply will have to be ta-
ken into account by the pala-
ce,” a South Block official said.

However, what concerns
India is the economic block-
ade Maoist rebels are planni-
ng in that country later this
month to exert pressure on

Gyanendra. If allowed to drift,
the situation may take a seri-
ous turn and the common peo-
ple will be affected more than
anybody else.

During his trip to Kathma-
ndu in October last year,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Arziz had offered
arms and military hardware

worth $5 million for the Royal
Nepal Army. But six months
have passed and the king has
not made any move to accept
the offer.

Last week, Pakistan rene-
wed the offer through its out-
going ambassador to Nepal. It
created ripples in the Ne-
palese and Indian media as it

came at a time when Delhi was
taking pains to explain that it
had not made any arms supply
to Nepal since the coup.

“Our decision on arms su-
pply to Nepal is well thought
one and there is no change
in that,” foreign ministry
spokesperson Navtej Sarna
said yesterday.
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THE BIGGER PICTURE: /1 the new balance of power, India has a central role

Asian carousel. .

By MANOJ JOsHI

Secretary of State Condoleezza

Rice and the forthcoming ones
of Chinese premier Wen Jiabao and
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi — provide a snapshot of
the emerging contours of India’s
changing place in Asia. Convention-
al wisdom has it that we have been
bested by China in the pace of eco-
nomic growth and can do little but
watch and envy its rise. Actually,
the situation is more complex. The
world that is learning to live with
the rapid ascent of China must also
adjust itself to the rise of India,
slower though it may be. .

It is the geopolitical consequences
of this that are bringing a spate of
important visitors to India. Take
Rice, for instance. By itself her visit
is part of a ‘get acquainted’ tour of
Asia, considering its 8-day, 6-nation
itinérary, North Korea will be the un-
doubted focus of its East Asian leg
that will take her to South Korea,
China and Japan. The ongoing war
against Islamist terrorism will be at
the heart of the Pakistan and Afghan
segment. With no real problem on
the plate (including the F-1638 and
Iran), the New Delhi stopover has a
different, longer-term perspective —
nudging India towards balancing the
rising weight of China. The Next
Steps in Strategic Partnership, the
closer military-to-military coopera-
tion, are the means to that end.

There is nothing sinister or even
hidden about this since the US, Chi-
na’s leading trade partner, is not
seeking a military alliance. Its goal is
to see an India with an economic and
military mass that will exert some
gravitational pull on South-east and
Central Asia, in other words, aid in
providing a new Asian balance of
power. To this end, the Bush admin-
istration is willing to go some dis-
tance, for example, in shelving tradi-
tional American concerns about In-
dia’s nuclear weapons capability.

This is a perspective that the Chi-
nese know a lot about since in the
last two decades, they have seen
Pakistan as a counterweight to
India in the South Asian region.
Providing Islamabad with nuclear
weapons and missile technology
kept India in check. But since 1998,
there has been a qualitative shift, as
much a product of our nuclear tests
as our economic growth and
achievements in the information
technology sector.

Even now, the Chinese do not see
India as any kind of a threat. Apart

THREE VISITS — that of US

AGREEING TO AGREE: Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao

from some residual vulnerabilities
in Tibet, there is little India can
threaten China with. In fact, many
observers have remarked at the rela-
tive indifference of China towards
India. Butlike-all countries, particu-
larly those that have something good
going in economic growth, the Chi-
nese do not want to have an antago-
nistic neighbour, especially one
whose strategic weapons capability
is set to steadily increase. The think-

ing within the post-Jiang leadership

in Beijing seems to be that the time
may have come to take the relation-
ship to another plane by getting the
border dispute out of the way. In oth-
er words, just as India must adjust to
the rise of China, so, too, must Chi-
na learn to relate to a growing India.
The important consequences of
this appear to be a Chinese decision
to abandon its dilatory policy vis-a-
vis the settlement of the border dis-
pute. In 1993 and 1996, China agreed
to sign agreements that would keep
the border tranquil through a num-
ber of CBMs. Principal among these
was one that sought to define just
exactly where the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) lay. As of now, this
line is an artificial one, each side
claims that the other knows where it
runs. But the fact is there is nothing
on the ground, nor are there mutu-
ally accepted maps (as is the case
with the LoC with Pakistan in Kash-
mir) defining it. At a number of im-
portant points on the border, the In-
dians and Chinese contest each oth-
er’s version. And this, mind you, is
just the LAC since both sides claim
vast chunks of each other’s territo-
ry — India claims Aksai Chin and
China says that the entire state of
Arunachal Pradesh belongs to it.

While there was, in 1960 and
again in 1980, some talk of swapping
claims, in recent decades the Chi-
nese had insisted, formally though
pretty firmly, in pressing their full
claim, even as India pursued its
own, albeit with lesser enthusiasm.
So the 1993 agreement to define the
LAC has been going nowhere and
while the Chinese agreed to ex-
change maps of the least controver-
sial central sector, they have held
out on doing the same with the east-
ern and western sectors. With Pre-
mier Wen Jiabao’s March 14 décla-
ration that the Chinese are willing
to look at a settlement based on an
“accommodation of reality” as well,
the stage is set for a quick deal on
the border. . -

In this Asian cauldron, the third
and somewhat distracted power is
its former dynamo Japan, which,
however, still remains the world’s
second largest economy. The coming
visit of Prime Minister Koizumi
could see the beginning of a process
of enhanced Indo-Japanese coopera-
tion. So far, Japan has invested heav-
ily in China but in political terms
remained content to shadow US pol-
icy. But with the Asian tectonic
plates being rudely shifted by the
rise of China, Japan is beginning to
take another look at India. Its major
motive is not dissimilar to that of
the US, but it has an added edge pro-
vided by growing concerns in Tokyo
about the way in which anti-Japan-
ese feelings are being stoked by the
political class in China.

The Japanese are following the
US lead on India, but while Wash-
ington is willing to make adjust-
ments and go beyond its stated posi-
tions to work out a new modus viven-
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di with India, Japan appears stuck
in an old groove. Though in recent
years, Japan has become India’s
largest official aid giver, its private
sector companies and banks have
been laggard. Nothing sums up the
state of Japan’s relations with India
more than the dismal trade statis-
tics. In 1997-98, the trade between
the two countries was $ 4 billion;
that is about the same figure it
reached in 2004, actually remaining
below that figure through the first
half of this decade. Japanese com-
panies have blamed the business cli-
mate in India for their lack of suc-
cess. But in the same environment,
South Korean companies like Sam-
sung and Hyundai have done rather
well for themselves.

In great measure, the new align-
ment created by the shifting geopo-
litical plates in Asia will be decided
by trade. This is where the most in-
teresting developments are taking
place between India and China. In
2004 alone, trade grew at a dizzying
80 per cent to reach $ 14 billion,
where it used to be a few hundred
million five years ago. By the end of
this year it could well be $ 20 billion.
This is within striking distance of
the slower growing 'Indo-US trade
which currently stands at around
$ 22 billion. At this pace, there is
nothing to stop China from becom-
ing India’s leading trade partner
within this decade itself, displacing
the US from its perch. Such a devel-
opment cannot but have a profound
impact on the conduct of our foreign
and security policies.

Needless to say, trade alone does
not create a weltanschauung, and In-
dia is unlikely to alter its long-held
view of abjuring politico-military
alliances with any great power. But
it does need friends and well-wish-
ers. We are at a unique conjuncture
where three major Asian powers —
the US is one as well — are in a new
process of engaging India.

All of us have our motives and pri-
orities, but some of them — security
and prosperity — cannot but be com-
mon. India’s economic goals are
easy to define: more trade with
everyone, but specifically, invest-
ment and hi-tech from Japan, skills
of large-scale manufacture from
China and hi-tech from the US. More
difficult is our global political per-
spective. We do need a sharper clari-
ty of our geopolitical aims, and an
ability to balance them so as to be-
come a force of peace and prosperity
for the world and ourselves.

o
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fter much
effort, some
rogress has

now been recorded in .
the project to bring "»*
natural gas by pipeline from
Iran to India across Pakistan.
Petroleum Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar’s energy and

drive have made the differ-.

ence and have enabled this
decade-old project finally to
take a few tottering steps for-
ward. Many questions re-
main, for it is a complicated
matter to fashion a tripartite
project of this type, made
more complex by the endem-
ic bad relations between two
of the parties.

Yet the gas pipeline has
emerged as one of the real
achievements of the current
thaw in Indo-Pakistani ties.
In truth, there is not so much
beside, apart from the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
service, among concrete
measures that have emerged
so far.

And now, unexpectedly,
US Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice has thrown a
spanner into the works.
During her Delhi visit, she
expressed her country’s dis-
favour for the Iranian pipe-

hne This lends a major blow
to the scheme, making inade-
quate the small but real suc-
cesses Of the last few months.
Suddenly the prospects do
not appear encouraging,
American hostility towards
Iran is an old story, and

wide angle
SALMAN KAIDAR

America has never been
comfortable with the idea of
a gas pipeline from Iran to
South Asia. Hence it encour-
aged the Unocal oil and gas
company, and there was also
an Argentinian one, to pro-
pose an alternative supply
source in Turkmenistan, to be
brought through a pipeline
crossing western Afghanistan
and Pakistan on its way to
India.

This was at a time when
the Taliban was in Kabul, still
engaged in a life-or-death
struggle with the Northern
Alliance.

In those unsettled condi-

I

tions, there was no :
chance of anyone .
being prepared to .
make any sort of in-
vestment in this alter-
native pipeline, and
despite  recent -
provements in  Af-
ghanistan. that ye-
mains  truc  1oday.
Indeed, in the murky
world of oil and poil-
tics, it was believed by
some that the second

pipeline, wholly un-

feasible, was projected
only as a spoiler for |
the first, which though
difficult  had real
prospects. Since then,
major changes in the
geopolitics  of  this
region have taken
place with US military
operations in Afghan-
istan and iraqg.

Iran’s cautious,
non-provocative dip-
lomacy while war
raged around it brietly
raised hopes of a bit of
a thaw in its dealings
with America.

But today, under
the second Bush
administration, things have
deteriorated further. There
are tough demands that Iran
should abandon its effort to
acquire a complete nuclear
fuel cycle capacity, and much
is being said about “regime
change” in Teheran. It is
against this background that
Dr Rice expressed opposi-
tion fo the Iranian pipeline.

What has now occurred is
a good illustration of how the
preoceupations of the sole
superpower can upsct others’
applecart. Our plans could be
adversely altected by Ameri-
can enmity for Iran, with
which we e wholly unin-
volved ~ though 1t s worth
observing n passing  that
some of our smaller neigh-
bours at times blame us for
comparable insensitivity in
pursuing our concerns while
ignoring theirs.

Iran is, and will remain, a
major source of energy for
us, and the economic case for
a pipeline is self-evident.

THE STATESMAN

US spanner in plpelme

~

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice:
American hostifity to Iran influencing foreign policy.
— AFP

What is no less significant
is how this project has
become a building block in
fashioning™a new, coopera-
tive rclationship between
India and Pakistan.

It is a major outcome of
the “composite dlalogue
and is seen as a way of giving
the two countries a reciprocal
stake in each other. The bilat-
eral dialogue is supported on
all sides, and in fact America
has long been pushing us to-
wards the negotiating table,
even at times when we were
in o mood for it. It is thus an
irony that its own perceived
regional interests  should
drive America towards bring-
ing the pipeline venture, one
of the most important results
of the dialogue, to a halt.

It must be assumed that
when she went to Islamabad
Dr Rice was equally set
against the pipeline. One
unfortunate outcome of this
diplomatic journey to South
Asia is that it could encour-
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age the South Asian
“refuseniks”.

There are plenty of
functionaries in both
India and Pakistan
who remain uncon-
vinced by the dia-
logue but have had to
go along with it as the
tide is in its favour.

Not everyone
wants progress, and -
the vested interests in
support of the status
quo remain strong.
The slow advance of
the dialogue reflects
not so much the com-
plexity of the issues as
the strength of the
rearguard effort to
hold back.

So, what now? It is
uncomfortable  to
find one’s hard-
fought plans placed
at risk in the manner
now being witnessed.
A project like the
pipeline that holds
much importance for
India cannot be read-
ily set aside.

But it is also diffi-
cult to pursue the
project in the face of
American opposition.
Concessional interna-
tional financing will
not be available, and
even commercial borrowings
will be difficult if the lending
partics face the risk of
American sanctions. Dr
Rice’s visit showed that the
Indo-US relationship has
matured to the point that we
can disagree on specific
issues, even major ones like
F-16s for Pakistan, without
rancour and acrimony.

Strategic, political and eco-
nomic considerations under-
pin the current healthy state
of relations.

If India is indeed firmly
committed to the pipeline, it
must do all it can to persuade
Amcrica, and others, of the
part this project can play in
stabilising the region and
improving cooperation bet-
ween currently unfriendly
states. That is the best and
the most reasonable way for-
ward.

(The author is a former
Foreign Secretary, Govern
ment of India.)



BJP blasts Bush says ties
will take a knock

with US

Our Political Bureau

T NEW DELHI 22 MARCH

E BJP on Tuesday con-

I demned the Bush adminis-
tration’s refusal to reconsid-

er its decision to deny visa to Gu-
jarat chief minister Narendra
Modi, and maintained that the
development will affect Indo-US
ties. The issue figured prominent-
ly in the BJP's parliamentary par-
ty meeting held on Tuesday
morning under the chairmanship
of L.K. Advani. What was partic-
ularly unpalatable to it was the
US government’s assertion that
the denial of the visa to Mr Modi

— would in no manner undermine

the views shared by the two
countries on strategic ties.

“Mr Modi is not an accused.
There is no case registered
against him anywhere. The US
action is based on hearsay and
propaganda,” BJP spokesman
V.K. Mathotra said here on Tues-
day afternoon. The reaffirmation
of the US decision on Monday
has landed the BJP in a spot. 1t
was during the NDA regime that
relations  with  Washington
touched a new high. Disregard-
ing reservations from other
Sangh parivar affiliates, BJPlead-
ers abruptly transformed them-
selves intto strong votaries of bet-
ter Indo-American ties.

President George Bush'’s deci-
sion 1o open {ronts against the
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan and
Saddam Hussain-run Iraq had
even these Sangh parivar affili-
ates singing paeans about the
US’ worldview. Mr Bush became
their new poster boy, who
would eventually lead the clash
of civilisations.

The denial of American visa to
Mr Modi is likely to force the BJP
torevert o its cold war reflexes,
Its approach towards the only
super power in the world will be
guided in the coming days by the
latest developments. Party lead-
ers, including Mr Advani, have
admitted that the visa denial is-
sue will have a bearing on Indo-
US ties.

In the past few days, the BJP

e
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and the Sangh parivar have!
sharpened their attack against

the US administration, describ~

ing the dedision to deny visa as |
one taken under pressure from }
the evangelists and the “moral |

majority”, who have come to ac-

quire a considerable hold over

the main institutions of the!
American government.

The Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment, which made out a]
strong case for a review of the US
decision on Mr Modi, has come in
for praise from the BJP leader-
ship, including Mr Modi. Having
made their point, there is, how-
ever, very little that the Centre !
can do now. It would not like to
queer the pitch of bilateral ties at
the expense of the Gujarat chijef
minister.
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PM s neighbourly

NEW DELHI, March 24.
— With the security situa-
tion deteriorating in some
neighbouring countries, the
possibility of the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh, visiting all neigh-
bours in the first year of the
UPA government’s tenure
now looks very dim.

A senior government
official said that visits to
Nepal and Bangladesh were
now virtually impossible.
The Nepal sxtuanon is clear
with the Maoists in control
of a large number of dis-
tricts and King Gyanendra,
who took over after a coup
of sorts, not completely in
charge outside Kathmandu,
the capital. The Bangladesh
situation is even more com-
plicated. “The SAARC su-
mmit was  cancelled
not only because of the Ne-
pal developments but also
the security inside Bang-
ladesh,” the official said.

Of the others, Pakistan is
a big one, and clearly, much
preparation is necessary

.+ yisits put off

No consensus
irks Manmohan

NEW DELHI, March 24, — Dr
Manmohan Singh tonight expr-
@ssed concern over “wea-
kening” political consensus on
issues like VAT and called for
introspection 6ver “talking in
different voices to suit the
occasion™. In his address to the
corporate leaders and media
on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of a financial daily,
Dr Singh said the political
consensus that has been the
bedrock of the reform process
since 19981. The PM in the
same address also supported
Dl in print media and asked
domestic media o invest
abroad. — PTI

before such a visit can take
place. It would mean some
breakthrough to have hap-
pened and there isn’t any-
thing that major on the
cards right now. The easiest
option would be Bhutan,
which couid happen easily.
This leaves Sri Lanka and
the Maldives. Meanwhile,
the PM will be leaving for
Mauritius shortly. -
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F-16 claws

%
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March 28: The first wave of:

euphoria has ebbed and the
velvet gloves are slowly com-
ing off.

India today said the US de-
cision to lift the ban on F-16
sale to Pakistan would have
an “adverse impact” on the
ongoing composite dialogue
with the neighbour.

“The US decision to supp-
1y F-16s to Pakistan at this po-
int is inappropriate and ill-ti-
med since the two countries
are engaged in a composite
dialogue on improving bilat-
eral relations. This will have
an adverse impact on the ong-
oing dialogue,” defence min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee said
in Calcutta on the sidelines of
a business meeting.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh had expressed
“deep disappointment” when
President George W. Bush
had called him on Friday to
convey the decision to sell the
fighter planes to Pakistan.

However, once the Ameri-
cans tried to pacify Delhi by
offering F-16s, dangling ad-
vanced F-18s and promising
access to nuclear technology;,
the foreign policy establish-
ment had sought to convey an
impression that India had
gained more than Pakistan.

The defence minister said
Pakistan needs F-16s not to
fight terrerism but to wage

" come out

war. “The previous track
record has shown that Pak-
istan had not fired a single
shot at any other direction
but India,” Mukherjee said.

The minister’s blunt stat-
ement coincided with a de-
mand by the CPM that the
government should not ac-
cept the offer of F-16s.

But the Prime Minister
adopted a cautious stand, sa-
ying it would be “premature”
to talk about the US offer. But
Singh added that his govern-
ment was willing to discuss
the subject with the US.

The CPM politburo said:
“India should outright reject
the proposal to join the infa-
mous national missile de-
fence system (America had
also hinted at cooperation in
missile defence).”

Referring to the F-16 offer,
the party added: “It suits the
US to fuel an arms race be-
tween India and Pakistan

with the sale of sophisticated |

weapons to both countries. It
also provides a good market
for its arms manufacturers.”

Singh, however, was non-
committal: “As far as we are
concerned it is an offer. We do
not know the terms and con-
ditions. It would be pre-
mature for me to comment.”

He added that “we have
good relations with the US.
We do not know what we will
be getting. We will discuss
with them.”

THE TELEGRAPH
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'F-16 offer o Pak
P anab

ill-timed:

o
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE év o
KOLKATA, MARCH 28 Ql- § Sy

HE US offer to supply F-16s to

Pakistan will affect the ongoing

confidence building measures
(CBM) between New Delhi and Islam-
abad, Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said today.

Speaking after inaugurating the 77th
annual general meeting of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce, the Minister
called the US offer ill-timed as India and
Pakistan had been trying to build bilat-
eral relations. He pointed to the re-
peated entreaties made by India on this
issue to the US, including conversations
on the phone between US President
George W. Bush and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Fridaylast.

While India is not interested in an
arms race, Mukherjee said all steps will
continue to augment defence facilities.

On the US argument that Pakistan
was a crucial ally on the ‘war on terror,
the Defence Minister said the F-16swere
not for fighting terrorism, but forwaging a
full-fledged war. “The previous track
record had shown that Pakistan had hot
fired a single shot towards any other di-
rection, but against India,” he said.

"_";#z,i_it be getting!

Earlier, addressing members of the
ICC, he said the government that the
speeding up the highway programme, the
NHDP-IIIA, has been approved. The
government has also embarked on a pro-
gramme for road construction, providing
additional investment avenues for private
capital, he said. Similarly, he said, the Fi-
nance Minister will soon be providing fur-
ther details of the special purpose vehicle
being set up for providing investment cap-
ital for infrastructure projects. (With PTI)
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A blgger, bolder policy

ROM Iraq to thc In-

dian Ocean, from the

forthcoming NPT con-

ference to the Prolifer-
ation Security Initiative, from the
Japanese overtures to the March
25 statement from Washington,
Indian foreign policy is facing op-
portunities like never before. If
Delhi has the boldness t6 dump
the non-aligned rhetoric of the
past, the country stands to gain in
many areas.

In Iraq, attempts to make it a
modern democracy seem to fol-
low the early years of the Indian.
state. India elected a constituent
assembly in 1949, Iraqis elected
theirs in February 2005. The first
constituent assembly had an
overwhelming Congress major-
| ity. No Indian suggested at that
time, or recently, that the Con-
gress was a Hindu party, except
for the Muslim League which had
raised the demand for Pakistan,
Most Indians had no doubts that
Hindu and Muslim opinion
would be represented fully within
the Congress party. The presence
of Zakir Hussain and the
Maulana ensured that this was
factually so, although many Mus-
lims who migrated to Pakistan
did cast aspersions on the in-
tegrity of both leaders. So it is
with some despair that one reads
the many reports in the press, by
Indian intellectuals and journal-
ists, that the Iraqi elections are
not fair because the Shiites have
a majority, that this majority is
not “good’ or stabilising for Iraqi
democracy, that the Sunnis needs
“special”’ representation and that
Sunni terrorism is secretly justi-
fied on grounds of the inevitable
injustice which will be done to
them by the brute Shiite majority.

This stand, which only repeats
Jinnah'’s arguments, is also so un-
fair to the desperate attempts be-
ing made by Ayatollah Ali Sistani
to move his country to as seculara
' democracy as is possible in the
* volatile Middle East region. We
have our own volatile region in
Kashmir, where the strategy of

India’s Journey must leave
Pakistan behind, and the
F16s don’t matter
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the Indian Republic has been to
push political democracy on the
Kashmiri people. They too have
seen a partial boycott of the de-
mocratic process, mainly by a

coalition of Sunni fundamental- .

ists whose real grouse is quite dif-
ferent fromh their ostensible

complaint. In Kashmir, funda-
mentalists fear that in a fair elec-
tion they would simply disappear,
so they want to shift it to avote on
religion. The Iraqi Sunnis have a
replica of the same strategy. The

- first Iraqi election produced a

voter turnout of 58 per cent in an
election marred by violence and
forty deaths. In the first election
held after Governor’s Rule in
Kashmir, the voter turnout was
considerably less, but that elec-

Congress in the first Indian elec- .

tion, or the victory of Mufti’s party
inthe J&K elections. -

What is most daunting is the
timeline for the Iraqi democratic
process. If the referendum ap-
proves the constitution in Octo-
ber 2005, the Iragi people will
vote in another general election
on December 15 and a new gov-
ernment is to be installed by De-
cember 31. The challenging
deadlines are probably set so the
Americans can begin to hand
over power and commence their
withdrawa] sooner rather than
later. The government that
emerges in Iraq will be democra-
tic, perfectly legal and enjoy
broad-based popular support. In-

dians have often pointed out the”

Foreign policy can always be run on the
principle of ‘wait and see’ but that will
only produce successful diplomats,
not a successful foreign policy

tion led to the next one which
gave the present government. To-
day no one in India would ques-
tion the democratic credentials of
the Mufti government.

The Iraqi Constitution is to be
written by August 2005, five
months after the election results
were announced and submitted
for a national referendum by mid-
October. If the Sunnis missed
their chance to vote in the elec-
tion, they may have a chance to
register their feelings in the refer-

endum. The Shias are already vot- -
ing in a split fashion, apart from.

fielding a number of Sunni and
Kurd candidates in the United

 Iragi-Alliance. So the overall pat-

tern that emerges in Iraq js not far
different from the victory of the

INDIAN EXPRESS

fact that of the hundreds of jihadi
terrorists arrested world-wide,
none was an Indian Muslim. It is
time for Indian analysts to also
recognise that none of the 19 in-
volved in the World Trade Center
bombing was a Shiite.

The winds are changing in the
region and New Delhi needs to
acknowledge the change sooner.
Even Saudi Arabia is beginning
to change. In the first ever elec-
tions in Saudi Arabia, for half the
seats in all municipal councils, it
is an even chance that some Shi-
ite candidates might get elected
in the eastern territories. Added
to thesc changes are the exciting
possibilities of a Palestinian set-
tlement with the courageous Ab-
bas leading his people. The Syr-

ian withdrawal from Lebanon
might even see the transforma-
tion of the Hezbollah into a full-
fledged political party.

The Congress party was asked
to make a difficult choice imme-
diately after coming to power on
whether to help in Iraqi peace-
keeping efforts. The decision,
eventually, was to play it cau-
tiously. Foreign policy can always
be run on the principle of “wait
and see” but that will only pro-
duce successful diplomats, not a
successful foreign policy.

On India’s access to high-tech
military technology, the Ameri-
can offer today is stunning. Our
thirty year old complaint that the
NPT, the NSG and the dual use
technology denial regimes have
targeted India has now been rub-

“bished with the American offers

of joint production of world class
combat aircraft. This is not to be
mistaken for a hardware sale, but
a realisation that the Americans
can live with a regional power like
India, which operates F18s, the
P3Cs, and the SU30 MKI.

The UN restructuring commit-
tee’s report recommends that na-
tions join the PSI, a decision long
pending in Delhi and Washington.
Secretary Rice’s visit is to be fol-
lowed by visits of the treasury and
transportation secretaries, leading
to visits by both heads of states. In-
dia’s aspiration to be a regional
power has found acceptance in
Washington, and quite possibly
with the EU and Japan. With this
status come responsibilities, and a
willingness to shed the diplomatic
autarky that may have served us
well earlier. A number of new ini-
tiatives have to be taken that go
beyond the charter of the desk of-
ficers in the MEA. Political man-
agement is also called for, particu-
larly with many ex-ministers, now
in the Opposition, making oppor-
tunistic statements that disadvan-

" tage the country, to benefit their

party. This journey must leave
Pakistan behind, and if twenty-
four F16s make Pakistan feel se-
cure, all the better.
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ON BOARD SPECIAL AIR-
CRAFT, March 30. — Ahead of
his crucial diplomatic engage-

ments, Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh today indicat-
ed that Kashmir would be dis-
cussed with Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf who will get a
warm welcome in India.

Setting off on his four-day visit
to Mauritius, the Prime Minister
also talked about his coming
meeting with his Chinese coun-
terpart Wen Jiabao when he
hoped that the process of agree-
~ing on the basic principles for

guiding a solution to the vexed

boundary issue will be carried
forward. On the US offer of sale
of F-16 fighter jets as also coop-
eration in nuclear energy, Dr

Singh said India would have to

discuss the matter with

Washington,

Dr Singh has since arrived in
Port Louis for talks with
Mauritius Prime Minister Paul
Raymond Berenger and other
leaders on enhancing bilateral
ties, including cooperation in
combating terrorism. On ‘his
meeting with Mr Musharraf,
when the Pakistan President visits
India to watch the last One-Day
cricket match in Delhi on 17
April, Dr Singh said when the two

. leaders meet they cannot confine
their discussions barely to the
state of weather. He was asked by
reporters accompanying him to
whether Kashmir would figure in
his talks with Mr Musharraf, who
is arriving in Delhi on 16 April.

Referring to his meeting with
the Chinese premier, who will be
paying a four-day official visit to
India from 9 April, Dr Singh
hoped the discussions would
carry forward the process of clar-
ifying or agreeing on the basic
principles which should guide the

solution to the bdundary prob-
lem. To a question whether the
US decision to sell F-16 fighter

aircraft to Pakistan would be a~

setback to the Indo-Pak peace
process, Dr Singh said he has
publicly stated that the F-16 issue
has come at a time when “we are
engaged in this process.” “It has
come to me as a disappoint-
ment,” he said.

The Prime Minister said India
would have to discuss with the US
details of its offer of cooperation
in the field of nuclear energy as
well as its willingness to sell F-16
fighter jets to New Delhi. Dr Singh
said India needed strong support
of the world community, including
the US, to achieve the goal of
becoming a major global power.

National security advisor Mr
MK Narayanan said India
recognised the - cooperation
extended by the US and its recent
decision was a “positive step.”
Strengthening of bilateral coop-
eration in defence and security
areas, including counter-terror-
ism, human resources develop-
ment, air links and cultural con-
tacts are expected to dominate
the talks Dr Singh would have
with Mauritian leaders,

The two sides would also dis-
cuss ways for an early conclusion
of negotiations on Compre-
hensive Economic Cooperation
and Partnership Agreement and
would sign four accords, includ-
ing one on setting up of Joint
Working Group in combating
international terrorism.

Dr Singh, who was accorded a

, red carpet welcome at the Sir

Seewosagar Ramgoolam
International Airport, is accom-
panied by his wife Mrs Gursharan
Kaur and minister for informa-
tion technology Mr Dayanidhi
Maran.

He will also address the
Mauritian National Assembly.

- Kashmir talks with
Pak Prez possible: PM

ALL THE PM'S MEN: Mauritius Prime Minister Mr Louis Berenger welcomes Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and his wife Mrs
Gursharan Kaur on their arrival at Port Louis on Wednesday. Earlier, alt the major ministers of the Cabinet turned up to bid farewell to the
Prime Minister as he left for the four-day state visit. Despite earlier suggestions by Dr Singh that the send-off ceremony ss?uld not disrupt
the functioning of the ministers, aimost the entire Cabinet, including defence minister Mr Pranab Mukherjee and home mipister Mr Shivraj
Patil were present in strength at his 7, Race Course Road residence. — AFP picture & SNS report

Threat bump

JAMMU, March 30. — Four Kashmiri mil-

.itant groups today warned people against

travelling by the inaugural peace bus to
Muzaffarabad saying that it will be waylaid.
Though the reports emanating from Srin-
agar said that the terrorist groups had
faxed their statement to newspaper offices,
yet no newspaper confirmed having rece-
ived such a fax till late this evening,
Reports said Al-Nasreen, Al-Arifeen,
Farzandan-e-

Millat and the Save
Kashmir Movem-
ent warned people
against boarding
the bus and dub-
bed it a “coffin”.
Meanwhile, mili-
tants launched a fi-
dayeen attack on a
north Kashmir
BSF camp. Lobbi-

B The statement in
Urdu language, also
carried a list of 40
prospective passe-
ngers who are being
vetted by authorities
to ride the first bus.
it directed newsp-
aper editors to
“publish the lists that
these paople stand

warned and are not
among the traitors.”

ng grenades and
opening fire, they
tried to force their
way in, Security fo-
rces returned fire and two ultras were shot
dead. But, their identity could not be estab-
lished. One BSF jawan, TN Singh, lost his
life while another Dharam Vir was injured.

VIP list
National Conference chief Omar Abdullah
and PDP president Ms Mehbooba Mufti
are among eight political leaders who will be
travelling to Muzaffarabad on 7 April.

Ladakh entry fee
Foreign tourists visiting the Ladakh fron-
tier in J&K will be charged Rs 400 from
April. This was decided by the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development Council.
An inner line permission fee of Rs 800
each has also been fixed for other areas.



India to fight terror with Mauritius

N

Island ilatlon ﬁqendly gateway to Africa: PM

Pankaj Vohra and Agencies ; _ -
Port Louis, March 30 N
N Ay

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan
Singh, who arrived here on a four-
day visit on Wednesday, is likely to
sign various agreements, include
setting up of a joint working group
for combating international terror-
ism and a free trade agreement.

The Prime Minister is also likely
to sign an MoU for cooperation in
environment protection, an agree-
ment for preferential line of credit
for $10 million between Exim Bank
and the Bank of Mauritius and an-
other on air services.

This is Singh’s first bilateral visit
since assuming office last May
Singh and his wife, Gursharan Kaur,
were accorded a ceremonial wel-
come. Mauritius Prime Minister
Paul Berenger and other dignitaries
greeted him at the airport.

The external affairs ministry de-
scribed the visit as “totally non-par-
tisan”, coming just ahead of elec-
tions in the country.

The Prime Minister described
Mauritius as a “friendly gateway to
the African continent” and an “in-
valuable partner at multilateral
fora”. “I hope to discuss with the
Mauritian leadership ways of fur-
ther deepening the economic con-
tent of our relations including
through the early conclusion of ne-
gotiations on a comprehensive eco-
nomic cooperation and partnership
agreement,” Singh told reporters at
the Delhi airport before leaving.

The high point of the visit will be
inauguration of a state-of-the-art
Cyber Tower at Ebene, built with In-
dian assistance. The tower has been
constructed to strengthen the capac-
ities of Mauritius in the field of in-
tormation and communication.

Singh said India has provided
support and assistance to Mauritius
to emerge as a knowledge hub and
recalled that UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi had inaugurated the Rajiv
Gandhi Science Centre during her
visit to the country last November.

The Prime Minister will also ad-
dress the national Assembly and
meet top leaders, including Presi-

~ Ty

PTI

Mauritius Prime Minister Paul Raymond Berenger welcomes Manmohan Singh
at the international airport in Mauritius on Wednesday.

dent Sir Anerood Jugnauth and Op-
position leader Dr Navinchandra
Ramgoolam..- -

Singh grilled

Earlier on board the flight from New
Delhi to Port Louis, the Prime Min-
ister was grilled on Bihar and the in-
ability of the government to appoint
advisers to the Governor. “We are in
the process of appointing advisers”.
Asked if there was any rethink on
his party’s position vis-a-vis the

THE HIDUSTAR TS

RJD, he said that there was no
change; the RJD was a valued ally.

He also denied that his govern-
ment was not in sync with his party.
The core group constituted by the
party met regularly. ‘There are no
differences at all.”

He refused to comment on the
speculation about changes in the top
echelons of bureaucracy and the
PMO. “You will know about it in the
normal course. The new home sec-
retary has been appointed as the
present one is retiring tomorrow.”

31 MAR 2005

Homesick Indian
prisoners o on
hunger-strike

Reuters
Port Louis, March 30

INDIAN PRISONERS in Mau-
ritius who want to be trans-
ferred home began a hunger-
strike on Wednesday to draw
Prime Minister Manmohan Si-
ngh’s attention. Twenty-two
inmates, serving sentences ra-
nging from 12 to 30 years for
drug or smuggling offences,
said the PM’s visit was a
prime opportunity.

“The sole reason is to draw
the PM’s attention to our pl-
ight and on the need to trans-
fer us to an Indian prison,
where we would be closer to
our families,” the prisoners
8aid in a statement through
their lawyer.

About 68 per cent of Mauri-
tius’ population is of Indian
origin. “While other foreign
prisoners have been trans-
ferred home, Indian prisoners
continue to languish in Mau-
ritius jails, despite close ties
between the two countries,”
Elias Oozeerally, a lawyer rep-
resenting the inmates, said.
Both countries have passed
laws allowing for internation-
al prisoner transfers.

The Indian High Commis-
sioner to Mauritius, Pripuran
Singh Haer, said both coun-
tries were close to resolving
the matter, pending Cabinet
approval in India._“We are ve-
ry sensitive to the situation of
Indian prisoners and India
and Mauritius have agreed on
the text of an agreement on
the transfer of prisoners,”
Haer said.

Oozeerally said each pris-
oner costs Mauritius $5188.50
2 year, and sending them
home would ease overcrowd-
ing and Mauritius’ prlson
budget.
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PORT LOUIS, MARCH 31. India and
Mauritius today decided to
pursue a Free Trade Agreement
between the two countries, and
set up a team to negotiate the
terms.

The idea had been mooted
by a joint study group and was
endorsed today by the Prime
Ministers of the two countries
at their bilateral discussions
here this morning.

The Free Trade Agreement is
expected to anchor the pro-

posed Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement that

will encompass existing ar-
rangements to encourage in-
vestment flows and avoid
double taxation.

The capital of Mauritius had
its fill of the visiting Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day. The morning’s newspa-
pers devoted several pages in
the main section and supple-
ments to detail the warm wel-
come he got on arrival on
Thursday. Conspicuous on the

India, Mauritius plan
Free Trade Agreement

traffic islands on all the main
thoroughfares were framed
photographs of the Prime Min-
ister and his host, Prime Minis-
ter Paul Berenger.

In a nation that is headed for
elections later this year, extra-
sensitive  political watchers
were already reading meaning
into the posters and the associ-
ation they conveyed.

And at the banquet hosted
by Mr. Berenger where a band
had played good music,” Dr.
Singh went up to the artistes
and shook their hands. Mr. Be-
renger who accompanied him
was then heard remarking,
“Mr. Prime Minister, why don’t
you hold my hand.”

Political balance

When he addressed the Na-
tional Assembly, Dr. Singh
seemed to provide the political
balance by paying rich tributes
to the memory of the island
nation’s first Prime Minister,
Seewosagur Ramgoolam,
whose Mauritius Labour Party
is led by his son, Navin, and is
the principal opposition. Dr.

Singh also had wholehearted
praise for the Mauritius people
and their “resolute commit-
ment to representative democ-
racy.” Addressing the Mauritius
General Assembly, he said that
the success of the democratic
experience was doubly impres-
sive given the multi-lingual,
multi-ethnic and multi-reli-
gious character of the popula-
tion. India and Mauritius
should show history that plu-
ralism works, and in embracing
pluralism, “we embrace global
security.”

Praising the island for its ro-
bust economic growth helped
by the remarkable sugar, textile
and tourism industries, he cau-
tioned that the relentless forces
of globalisation provided chal-
lenges even as it presented op-
portunities, He noted that
Mauritius had embarked on an
effort to reinvent itself to ac-
quire new skills and diversify
into high value products and
services such as information
technology. The Cyber Tower,
the information technology
complex set up with Indian
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line of credit, was an example
of what the two countries
could build together, he said.

Among the bilateral agree-
ments signed earlier in the day
were:

1) The setting up of a joint
working group for combating
international terrorism. The
task would be to identify in-
ternational links between ter-
rorists and their sponsors, and
to find the means to prevent
the flow of -funds to terrorist
networks

2} The provision of a $10-
million loan to the Govern- |
ment of Mauritius for con-
struction of a sewerage project,
and

3) A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on increasing air
services between thetwo coun-
tries and on allowing the air-
lines to operate services to take
passengers beyond to third
countries. Air Mauritius, for in-
stance, can extend its flights to
Karachi and Shanghai or Beij-
ing while airlines from India’
can fly on to South Africa from
Port Louis, -



d

Manmohan discusses

C\/"

\\‘~

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHi, APRIL 9. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day met his predecessor, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
L.K. Advani, and the former Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, ahead of discussions with
the Chinese Premier, Wen Jia-
bao, on Monday and the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez
Musharraf, at the end of next
week.

The discussions with the top

BJP leaders and with the Left

parties on Friday are part of the
Government’s efforts to evolve a
consensus on key foreign policy
issues. Mr. Wen arrived in Ban-
galore from Colombo today.
After the meeting, Mr. Advani
said there were references to Mr.
Vajpayee’s visit to Beijing in

. June 2003 and Islamabad in Ja-

nuary 2004 and the need to
maintain continuity in the posi-
tion taken by different
governments.

Mr. Advani said the Govern-
ment had briefed the BJP leaders
on the current state of dialogue
with Pakistan, adding that they
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“. Vajpayee, Advani

were “working in the same di-
rection” adopted by Mr. Vaj-
payee during his Pakistan visit.

The Government functionar-
ies have made repeated refer-
ences to the January 6, 2004
agreement between Mr. Vaj-
payee and General Musharraf
on not permitting the use of Pa-
kistan territory to “support ter-
rorism” in any manner.

“New Delhi hopeful”

The Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, today said that New Delhi
was hopeful of resolving its bor-
der dispute with China but cau-
tioned against  expecting
overnight results after Mr. Wen’s
visit.

“They [Dr. Singh and Mr.
Wen] will discuss how to solve
this [border] problem, about
trade and how to maintain
peace,” Mr. Patil was quoted as
saying after distributing gallan-
try awards to 40 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel.
“We should not expect that talks
will be held today and tomorrow
there will be results. But we are
going on the right path and in
the present circumstances, we
are very hopeful [of resolving

THS i

~Wen’s visit with

i
this dispute],” he said.

The Foreign Secretary, Shyam
Saran, held discussions with his
Chinese counterpart, Wu Dawei,
this morning to fine-tune the
agreements that are to be signed
at Hyderabad House on April 11.

Finishing touches

Tomorrow, the National Se-
curity Adviser, M.K. Narayanan,
and the Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister, Dai Bingguo, will hold
talks in their capacity as “Special
Representatives” to address the
boundary dispute.

They are expected to give the
finishing touches to the “guiding
principles and political parame-
ters” of a possible boundary set-
tlement. In the next phase of
discussions, they are expected to
work on a “framework” to re-
solve the boundary dispute.

While Mr. Narayanan will
have his first formal meeting
with Mr. Dai since being ap-
pointed Special Representative,
four earlier rounds of meetings
of the “Special Representatives
have taken place, with India be-
ing initially represented by Bra-
jesh Mishra and then by the late
J.N. Dixit.
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We value relations with -
both China, U.S.: Natwar

9- F ki fonvy

\
‘Reports that U.ST\AH’(S

Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON: The External Af-
fairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
has brushed aside as “simplis-
tic” reports that the United
States was offering arms and
other defence technology to In-
dia to counter China.

At a press conference at the
end of his official visit to Wash-
ington, Mr. Singh stressed that
the United States had given no
indications that they wanted In-
dia to “play any game. And I
don’t think they will.”

“We are not in this game at
all,” Mr. Singh said. “We have
very, very good relations with
America. We greatly value
them. We want to widen them,
deepen them and broaden them.
The same is the case with China.

“So this idea that there is go-
ing to be any kind of gang-up
anywhere — neither has it been
mentioned nor will it work... is
rather a simplistic view of
things.” Mr. Singh said he had
briefed American leaders about
the discussions with the Chi-
nese Prime Minister during his
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External Affairs Minister Natwar Sigh

recent visit and about the sign-
ing of 12 agreements.

Calling the Chinese leader’s
visit to India a “resounding suc-
cess,” Mr. Singh spoke of the ex-
panding  cooperation  with
Beijing on a number of fronts,
including trade which is expect-
ed to touch $30 billion by 2010.

Terming his visit to the U.S. as
constructive and positive, Mr.,

Singh said the interactions had
taken the existing relationship a
step or two further in all areas.
Asked whether he was disap-
pointed that the Bush adminis-
tration had remained
noncommittal on India’s claim
to permanent membership of
the United Nations Security
Council, Mr. Singh said the
American. position was well-
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India to counter China are simplistic’

# \1.S, briefed about
Chinese leader's visit to
India

# Talks constructive and
positive

» India fulfils all criteria
for permanent U.N. seat

known. The Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, said Security
Council reforms should be in the
context of broader U.N. reforms
and that discussions were on
with a number of partners on the
issue. However, she also said,
“..international organisations in
general will have to take into ac-
count India’s growing role in the
world in order to be updated and
to be effective.” Responding to
Dr. Rice’s remarks, Mr. Singh
said: “Our credentials are impec-
cable... Take any aspect of U.N.
life; India has played a leading
role and by any criteria that you
apply, India qualifies for a seat in
the expanded council as perma-
nent member.”
e



