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“Any secular party can,
jump on our bandwaqon

“/

\

Says RJD, and extends indirect invitation to LJP, CPI w

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) began on Monday
seat-sharing talks with the Con-
gress, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP), and
decided to accommodate any
other secular party desirous of
joining the coalition for the Bi-
har Assembly elections.
The reference is to the Lok
Jan Shakti Party and the Com-
~nist Party of India (CPD),
ch have decided to form a
s.parate front with other Left
parties and the Samajwadi Party,
RJD sources said.

The formula

The meeting here decided to
re-allot all seats the four parties
held in the dissolved House and
those constituencies, where
their candidates finished sec-
ond.

The formula includes staking
claim to seats, which they lost by
less than 5,000 votes.

After this exercise, the alli-
ance will have about 110 seats to
share. The CPI (M) and the NCP

-
-

handed over to the RJD\Con-
gress the lists of seats they would
like to contest, the sources said.

Emerging from the two-hour
meeting, Railway Minister and
RJD chief Lalu Prasad said, “We
held preliminary talks today and
by tomorrow we will finalise the
seat-sharing adjustment so that
we can start the campaign joint-
ly. If any other party wants to
join the secular compartment,
we have no objection.”

Extending an indirect invita-
tion to the LJP and the CPI, Mr.
Prasad dismissed the alternative
coalition saying, “I have seen
many such fronts. The voters
will teach them a lesson.” He did
not comment on whether the
RJD-led alliance would project a
chief ministerial candidate dur-
ing campaigning. “Everyone
knows, in Bihar it is always Lalu
versus the rest,” he said.

Others present at the meeting
included All-India Congress
Committee general secretary
Digvijay Singh, CPI (M) politbu-
ro member Sitaram Yechury,
NCP leader Tariq Anwar and
Pradesh Congress Committee
chief Sadanand Singh.

ALty

STRATEGY FOR POLLS: CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury,
Congress leader Digvijay Singh and RJD chief Laiu
Prasad emerge from a meeting in New Delhi on Monday.
= PHOTO: PTI
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Discord in Bihar
NDA over seats
for LJ P rebels

PRESS Trust of India !((
+Patna/Siwan, July 8 Q\

SHARP DIFFERENCES cropped up
in the NDA in Bihar on Friday, a
day after rebel LJP MLAs of the
dissolved Assembly joined the
JD(U), with the BJP declaring it
was not prepared to spare any of
the 105 seats the saffron party had
contested in the last Assembly elec-
tions under seat-sharing arrange-
ment with the JD(U).

“We are not prepared to part
with any of the 105 seats we con-
tested last time and have already
decided the names of our nominees
for some seats for which the JD(U)
is planning to nominate former
LJP mlas who joined them yester-
day”, state BJP general secretary
Giriraj Singh and vice-president
Ramdeo Yadav said in a statement.

“JD(U) is unnecessarily creating
a dispute over fielding its candi-
dates from the seats where we have
strong base and we will not spare a
single seat we had contested last
time”, they said.

Advising the JD(U) leaders to
work for consolidation of NDA’s po-
sition in Bihar to help instal a gov-
ernment after the Assembly polls,
the BJP leaders said the party
would not tolerate any pressure (on
sparing seats).

Sixteen rebel LJP MLAs of the
dissolved Bihar Assembly, who
broke away from their leader Ram
Vilas Paswan and pitched in for Ni-
tish Kumar as chief minister, had
joined the party on Friday.

Kumar had earlier gone on
record saying the rebel LJP MLAs
would be accommodated while giv-
ing tickets to.contest the coming as-
sembly poll.

Some of the seats from where the
rebel LJP MLAs had emerged vic-
torious were also contested by the
BJP in alliance with JD(U) in the
last assembly elections.

BJP seeks CBI probe

The BJP on Friday charged the vig-
ilance bureau with acting ‘under
pressure’ to save RJD supremo
Lalu Prasad and some former state
ministers, including Ramai Ram
and Ramvichar Rai, allegedly in-
volved in the multi-crore flood re-
lief scam and demanded a CBI in-
quiry.

“The inquiry by the state vigi-
lance bureau into the scam is noth-
ing but an eyewash. It is aimed at
saving the politicians, including
RJD boss Lalu Prasad and former
party ministers Ram and Rai
whose names have cropped up dur-
ing the investigation”, said state
BJP president, Sushil Kumar
Modi.

eged that the jailed for-
merﬁ‘tﬁél “ it magistrate, Gau-

9 A\

Row over jailed
LJP MLAs
joining JD(V)

Patna, July 8

THE EXODUS of rebel LJP
members of the dissolved
Bihar Assembly to JD(U) got
mired in controversy on Fri-
day with the LJP threaten-
ing to file a case against its
expelled former state presi-
dent for submitting false af-
fidavits on behalf of three
jailed MLAs declaring their
intention to join JD(U).

e are going to file a
case of cheating and forgery
against expelled former Bi-
har LJP president Narendra
Singh for submitting forged
affidavits on behalf of three
of our MLAS who are in jail
in which they were purport-
ed to have declared their in-
tention to join JD(U)”, Bihar
LJP president Ghulam Ra-
sul Baliawi said.

He claimed at a press con-
ference that these former
MLAs-—Ramakishore Singh,
Sheel Kumar Rai and
Shanker Singh—had writ-
ten to Paswan expressing
their unflinching faith in
his leadership. Baliawi said
the ‘vakalatnama’ (power of
attorney) of the three men
for filing the case against
Narendra Singh, former
principal general secretary
Nagmani, former general
secretary Munna Shukla
and others who joined JD(U)
on Thursday would reach
the party headquarters in a -
day or two.

PTI

tam Goswami, was appointed the
nodal officer for carrying out relief
in flood-hit districts in Bihar at the
behest of Lalu Prasad.

He claimed that names of Ram
and Ral, besides Lalu’s brother-in-
law and Lok Sabha member from
Gopalganj, Anirudh Prasad alias
Sadhu Yadav, had also cropped up
as beneficiaries during the interro-
gation of the alleged kingpin of the
scam and supplier of relief materi-
al, Santosh Kumar Jha.

“The vigilance bureau is acting
under pressure and will book only
small fries while allowing the
politicians who allegedly patron-
ised the scamsters to go scot-free”,
he charged.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



Don’t ride two boats,
¢ GPI warns Paswan

New Delhi: The CPI on Mondayg M, he said, “The Congress formed a

warned LJP chief Ram Vilas Paswan
against “riding in two boats”, saying
there was no point in his talking to
JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar on govern-
ment formation in Bihar as
the latter had never said he
would sever ties with the BJP.

“Paswan is talking to Ni-
tish while still being part of
the UPA. On his part, Nitish
has not said that his party
will break ties with the BJP.
Till the time he is with the
BJP, there is no point in talk-
ing to him,” CPI general sec-
retary A B Bardhan said. He said it was
unfortunate that UPA constituents like
the RJD and the LJP were having dif-
ferences. “But Paswan is trying to ride
two boats. Those who ride two boats
are drowned in the middle and cannot
reach the shore,” he said.

Criticising the Congress for trying to
increase its clout in Bihar and Jhark-

85 APR 2005

unilateral alliance in Jharkhand with-
out consulting the Left and other par-
ties and tried the same thing in Bihar.
It resulted in the BJP, which could have
been easily defeated in
Jharkhand, retaining power
there while Bihar does not
have a government today.”
Accusing the Congress of
not realising that the days of
single-party politics were
over, he said, “Some Con-
gress ministers have not
learnt the coalition dharma
required to run a govern-
ment in an alliance.” Maintaining that
there had never been a major difference
between the Congress and the BJP on
economic policies, the veteran Commu-
nist said, “In today’s context, what is
important is that the Congress govern-
ment’s survival is dependent on 61 Left
MPs. We will never allow anti-people di-
rection in economic policies.” pn
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. NOTIONAL FRONT -

THE COMMUNISKE PARTY of India (Marxist) has
done well to disstade Mulayam Singh from
chasing the elusive dream of a non-Bharatiya
Janata Party, non-Congress ‘third front.” This is
not the first time the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter has floated this trial balloon. Mr. Singh vis-
ited the project just before the 14th general
election, when the Vajpayee Government was
widely believed to be poised for a third term.
The Samajwadi Party leader’s open talk of a
third front in that context was taken to mean
that he was ready to fill any shortfall in numbers
and prop up the new government. The shock
defeat of the National Democratic Alliance in
that election and the surprising ease with which
the Congress alliance managed majority sup-
port put paid to that ambition. Mr. Singh has
since revived the proposal twice, leading to only
one conclusion: The U.P. strongman desperate-
ly wants to be in the thick of action at the Cen-
tre. The third front is a legitimate political idea,
which, at least in theory, is a tribute to the geni-
us, diversity and resilience of the Indian polity.
By definition, a third front is situated outside of
the two-party system with its constituents ex-
pected to maintain equal distance from the ma-
jor players.

In practice, of course, this has rarely been the
case. In the Indian context the third front has
always been more of a second front — formed
largely as an interim if not a momentary re-
sponse to one or another ideological excess.
Once this purpose was served, the front would
invariably fall to rank opportunism and greed
for power, leading to the resurgence of the very
force against whom the constituents united in
the first place. The early alternative fronts were
born mostly in opposition to the Congress; Ram
Manohar Lohia and Charan Singh propounded
anti-Congressism as a political philosophy. Jaya

THE MINDU
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Prakash Narayan's 1974 call f6T a “Total Revolu-
tion’ and the imposition of the Emergency by
Indira Gandhi culminated in the formation of
the Janata Party one of whose constituents was
the Jan Sangh, forerunner of today’s BJP. The
target of that grand alliance as well as that of the
1989 three-way understanding between the Na-
tional Front, the Left Front, and the BJP was the
Congress, then seen as corrupt and authoritar-
ian. Only a united Opposition, the BJP included,
was thought to be able to confront the undemo-
cratic concentration of power that the Congress
then represented. Yet on both occasions, the al-
ternative formations collapsed, paving the way
for the return of the Congress.

The advent of Mandir politics altered that
equation forever. The Hindutva party’s narrow,
sectarian world-view posed a new type of chal-
lenge to the multicultural vision that had sus-
tained the idea of India over long years. Thus it is
that the United Front reversed the earlier ar-
rangement — components of the National Front
now took the help of the Congress to prevent the
BJP from gaining power. Predictably, the experi-
ment was short-lived. What was more, most
members of the anti-BJP front showed they
could as easily co-habit with their once sworn
enemy. There has never been a genuine third
front for the simple reason there has been no
unifying vision among its constituents. As the
CPI (M) has pointed out, the third front has be-
come a convenient slogan for those wanting to
negotiate power. Mr. Mulayam Singh, long
known for his fierce opposition to the BJP,
should know better than to upset a ruling coali-
tion that has only recently wrested power from
the Hindutva party. Indeed, simple arithmetic
will tell him non-Congress numbers will not
amount to anything worth talking about without

the BJP. )4
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THE COUNTDOWN HAS begun for elections to
the State Assemblies of Bihar, Jharkhand, and
Haryana, and what better evidence of this than
the hectic behind-the-scenes bargaining for seats
by the major political players. And although the
final picture — the composition of the various
alliances as well as the terms of seat sharing with-
in each grouping — is yet to emerge, the stakes
look weighted in favour of the United Progressive
Alliance, and not least because of the unravelling
of the BJP’s once formidable grouping in the
wake of successive electoral reverses. To be sure,
the Congress camp has its share of problems. It
must offend the party that heads the government
at the Centre that its new-found celebrity status
has not cut much ice with its partners in the
States. In battleground Bihar, the Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal chief, the imperious Lalu Prasad, seems
determined to yield only the minimum space to
the Congress, after appearing to weaken the UP-
A’s prospects through the alienation of Ram Vilas
Paswan, a key member of the combine that
trounced the National Democratic Alliance in the
14th general election. In neighbouring Jhark-
hand, the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha clinched a
deal that effectively reduced the national party to
a junjor partner. The Congress was also faced
with Mr. Prasad’s sudden, if mercifully brief, re-
bellion over the Jharkhand formula.

Not that the Congress alliance is in any danger
because of these manoeuvres. Pre-election pos-
turing is often the process by which political par-
ties arrive at a final settlement, and indeed Mr.
Prasad acknowledged as much on Sunday when,
in an equally dramatic turnaround, he promised
not to rock the UPA boat. The constituents un-
derstand only too well the significance of their
victory in the May 2004 general election. That the
arithmetic is on its side is a bonus for the UPA.

Mr. Paswan’s stand aside, the gumt?@vour the

RJD in Bihar, largely because no rival alliance of
any significance has taken shape so far. The BJP
and the Janata Dal (U) moved in swiftly to exploit
the rift between Mr. Prasad and Mr. Paswan, only
to be rebuffed by the Dalit leader. Mr. Paswan’s
pre-condition for an alliance with the JD(U) was
that it must break with the BJP. Unable to meet
that condition, the JD(U) has since announced a
seat-sharing pact with the BJP that leaves little
room for an understanding with the Lok Jana
Shakti Party. In any case, such an alliance was
improbable, given the LJSP leader’s interest in
retaining his Central Ministership and also in
building and sustaining a coalition of Dalits, Mus-
lims, and other marginalised groups.

The NDA is in an even greater disarray in Jhark-
hand and Haryana. In Jharkhand, the fight is be-
tween an increasingly isolated and beleaguered
BjP and a grand alliance comprising the JMM, the
Congress, the RJD, and the two Communist par-
ties. The Opposition alliance is not merely a sta-
tistical power bloc; the constituents represent a
potent social coalition drawn from Dalits, Adiva-
sis, and Other Backward Classes. Not surprisingly,
the alliance swept the Lok Sabha election. Chief
Minister Arjun Munda’s indifferent record and
his running battles with the JD(U) — whose
members have begun defecting to the Opposition
alliance — have expectedly added to the BJP’s
misery. In Haryana too, the BJP is left friendless,
having snapped ties with the Indian National Lok
Dal led by Om Prakash Chauthala just before the
Lok Sabha election. It will hardly be a surprise if
the State turns out to be a happy hunting ground
for the Congress. The odds in this round are
stacked against the BJP, which is desperately in
search of a break from its recent run of electoral
defeats.
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seat deal o

\\’

upsets RJD“Z(Y?

New Delhi: The Congress
and the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha on Friday reached
an electoral understanding
for the assembly polls in
Jharkhand in which the
JMM would contest 35 seats
and the Congress 33.

Upset with the move, the
RJD has accused the Con-
gress and the JMM of “be-
trayal” by “unilaterally” fi-
nalising seat-sharing in
Jharkhand and said it was
now free to chart its own
course of action for the as-
sembly polls in Jharkhand.
“The Congress and JMM
have badly hoodwinked us by

JMM leaders on seat-sharing
arrangement, was present
when Soren met Gandhi.

To a question as to who
would be the chief minister
in the event of the combine
getting majority, Soren said
the issue would be decided
after the polls. Asked what
formula would be adopted
on the issue, Soren said
there was only one formula,
that is, Sonia Gandhi taking
the decision.

Arjun Singh, commenting
on the issue, said it has been
agreed upon that Gandhi
would decide the matter after
the elections. Replying to a

spokesman Shivanand Ti-
wart said.

The remaining 13 seats in
the 8l-member house have
gone to the RJD and the left
parties. “Under the agree-
ment, the JMM will contest
35 seats and the Congress 33
and the remaining 13 will be
shared by other allies,” JMM
chief and Union minister
Sibu Soren told reporters
here after meeting UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi.

Senior Congress leader
and Union minister Arjun
Singh, who was negotiating
on behalf of the party with

formalis- gquestion
ing seat- whether he
sharing was satis-
without fied over
taking the the seat-
RJD into sharing
confidence. agreement,
It amounts Soren said,
to betrayal “We are
_and has | il fully satis-
dealt a . . P fied.
crushing Sonia Gandhi Shibu Soren When his
blow to the duty of the al- attention was drawn to the
liance,” RJD national reported demand by the RJD

for more seats, Soren said he
would discuss the matter
with RJD leader and Union
minister Lalu Prasad.

Asked whether JD(U),
whose four MLAs had joined
RJD, was part of the alliance,
Soren said he would not com-
ment as it was a matter be-
tween the JD(U) and the RJD.

The central election com-
mittee of the Congress is
scheduled to meet here for
two days beginning on Satur-
day to finalise names of can-
didates for the assembly
polls in Bihar, Jharkhand
and Haryana. Agencies
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