Somnath calls expulsions a

no-

step in the right direction

The step taken by,Parliament would at least help retrieve some credibility

’\/%\\

Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee said the de-
cision to expel 11 members of
Parliament, including 10 from
the Lok Sabha, on charges of
misconduct and corruption,
would help cleanse public life
and instil fajth in the people that
elected representatives are
somewhere responding to a

sense of accountability and the’

aspirations for a just and hu-
mane society. In an exclusive in-
terview to The Hindu, he
characterised the action as astep
in the right direction that under-
lined that the Parliament, as a
whole, was committed to its re-
sponsibilities and duties.

Damning picture

Mr. Chatterjee pointed out
that the stock and image of the
politician had come down con-
siderably during the past few
years and the current step taken
by Parliament would at least
help retrieve some credibility.
He recounted the meeting he
had with a group of bright
schoolgirls sometime ago to
highlight the point. “I asked
them what their ambition was
aud the response stunned me:
‘anything but a politician.’ It cer-
tainly presented a daraning pic-
ture of the politician and needs
to be corrected, whatever the
sacrifice we do to achieve it.”

In the interview, Mr. Chatter-
jee addressed almost all the

“The stock and image
of the politician had
come down
considerably during
the past few years"

questions that have come up in
the context of the expulsion, in-
cluding the contentious ones.
His response to the argument
that the expelled MPs should
have been given more time to
respond to the bribery charges
contained two points.

First, Mr. Chatterjee said, the
Special Committee that went in- -
to the allegations against the
MPs was formed with the unani-
mous consent of leaders of all
parties and had representative
participation of all sides of the
House. Second, the procedure of
the functioning of the commit-
tee as well as its time schedule
was decided by the committee
itself. “At no point during its
functioning did any party or its
leaders or any committee mem-
ber say that the time given to the
MPs was insufficient.”

The Speaker was also of the
view that as in the case of the
debate on time given to the MPs,
the contention of L.K. Advani,
Leader of the Opposition, about
the punishment not being com-
mensurate with the crime is also
an afterthought. “At no point
during the inquiry was this
raised or brought to my notice.
In fact, the Leader of the Opposi-
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tion talked about this dispropor-
tionate punishment only when
the completed report of the
committee was being discussed
in the House.”

Mr. Chatterjee maintained
that referring the matter to the
Privileges Committee would not
have made a substantive differ-
ence to the proceedings against
the MPs. “The Privileges Com-
mittee is a committee of the
House, bound by pre-~defined

rules and regulations. In fact, the
‘committee that was specially se-
lected for the present inquiry
had more powers because it

could regulate its
procedure.”

The Speaker said that an im-
pression was being sought to be
created that if the issue had gone
to the Privileges Committee,
there would have been an elab-
prate procedure, lawyers would
have been involved and that the

own

committee would have given a
clear verdict whereas the truth is
far from it. The veteran Parlia-
mentarian pointed out that any
parliamentary committee, in-
cluding the Privileges Commit-
tee, can provide assistance of a
lawyer to those who are facing
its procedures only with the
Speaker’s permission and that
nobody had asked his permis-
sion to engage a lawyer when the
Special Committee’s investiga-
tion was on.

“No new precedent set”
Responding to the perception
that the “big sharks” in the cor-
ruption game went scot free
while the naive and small play-
ers got caught, the Speaker said:
“It is for responsible political

~ parties and the people to evolve

ways and means to overcome
such a situation. Mr. Chatterjee
dismissed suggestions that the
new precedent created by the
Parliament could be used by rul-
ing parties with a big majority to
cook up charges against MPs and
dismiss them at will from the
House.

“Our country and its people
have overcome misuse of power,
including parliamentary and ex-
ecutive power, even during ex-
tremely oppressive situations
like the Emergency. I have confi-
dence that anybody who tries to
do something like that would be
given a fitting reply by our peo-
ple and the system of parliamen-
tary democracy,” he said.




Powerpoint President

Kalam Discusses The Press, Economics, Science And Culture

Team TOI
REPORTING FROM
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

ost edito-
rial meet-
ings are
animated
affairs
but they
don’t usu-
ally — alas — end with a
sumptuous high tea. Then
again, it’s not every day
you spend Christmas with
Kalam. And so it was that
an excited contingent em-
barked from The Times of
India to meet the Presi-
dent and seek his inputs
on the special edition to
mark the first anniver-
sary of the tsunami.

Having entered the im-
posing Rashtrapati Bha-
van, we were ushered into
the Yellow Dining Room.
“Hope the colour of the
room doesn’t reflect his
opinion about journalism
today,” quipped one of us
as we awaited the Presi-
dential entry. Far from it.
As our interaction unfold-
ed, he made it clear that
he believed the media has
a hugely important role to
play. By the end of a 90-
minute session, he had
even hardened cynics
amongst us nodding and
smiling in appreciation.
“Golden moments,” mut-
tered the same wag as we
filed out. Talk about a
change of perspective
brought on by an ignited
mind.

But that was later. To
begin with, the Prez en-
tered to a standing ova-
tion and was quickly into
his stride. He looked at the
special pages we’d made
on his suggestion and
briskly cleared most of
them with a few ‘Goods’,
the occasional ‘Fantastic’,
and some gentle pointers
for further improvements.

As he scanned the news.
list, the Prez also threw up a couple of
story ideas. “You've asked big guns
what they want to be remembered for.
But after I asked the question during a
chat session, I got three very moving
replies from little-known people. Why
don’t you publish those?” He also
wanted an article done on three suc-
cessful PURA (Providing Urban
Amenities in Rural Areas) models, and
had the data all ready. The tasks were
quickly assigned.

Presidential Presentation

The Prez then settled down for a chat.
“I want to talk about an important sub-
ject for 15 minutes. Then we’ll have a
free-wheeling discussion about any-
thing you like,” he promised. And
launched into a powerpoint presenta-
tion about how to rid India of poverty
by 2020.

Broadly, according to the Prez, there
are five major interlinked challenges to
be tackled. The first is lifting 260 mil-
lion people in rural areas above the
poverty line by setting up 7,000 PURAs
and encouraging a second green revo-
lution to double farm output. The sec-
ond is maximising the potential of In-
dia’s rich human resource by providing
education, health care, social and nu-
tritional security. Third: Boosting in-
formation and communication technol-
ogy. Fourth: Developing infrastructure,
including electric power, and river net-
working. And finally, developing criti-
cal technologies and strategic indus-

tries and ensuring economic security
so that ‘“developed countries can’t
threaten us with sanctions as they did
in 1998.”

The Prez & The Press

He wrapped up the presentation with a
final point: ‘According to me, politics
should be 30% political politics — in
which parties contest for votes — and
70% development politics — in which
they challenge each other to provide
faster development for the country and
put the national interest upfront.
Right now, unfortunately, it’s the other
way around. I keep making this point
— to state assemblies, my Prime Min-
ister, my Cabinet. In a democracy, you
can’t ignore the need for political poli-
tics. But once you've been elected,
surely you can think of some develop-
ment politics? It’s a message I try to
market wherever I go; the media is an
important partner.”

Having made his power points, the
Prez settled back for questions. They
flew in thick and fast, and he handled
them with the kind of finesse Greg
Chappell would surely love to see the
Indian batting display in Pakistan —
an appropriate analogy, since the very
first query was what he thought of
Sourav Ganguly. “He’s back in the
team, what’s there to discuss?” re-
sponded the Prez as laughter swept
across the room. ’

Other, more serious questions too
followed. A sample:

You often talk about the
need to maintain our
spiritual heritage. But
what about the poor ex-
amples of personal
morality set by so many
of our leaders?

Government can’t pro-
vide enlightened leader-
ship—that can only start
at home, through parents,
and later teachers. At best,
government can be a facil-
itator, by ensuring quality
education. Good teachers™®
can make so much differ-
ence to lives. In 1950-54,
when.most of you weren’t
even ideas, I was in St
Joseph’s College, Tiruchi-
rapalli, and the rectors
would, once a week, talk to
us about great people like
Jesus, Buddha, Mahatma
Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln
and Caliph Omar. That
moulded me for the rest of
my life. We may be a secu-
lar nation, but I believe
children must have moral
science classes.

You’ve spoken about the
need for people to devel-
op themselves. Don’t
our reservation policies
act against that?

We need to lift people
out of destitution. Young
people must have the op-
portunity to study what-
ever they want to. Once
we have enough institu-
tions and jobs, the issue
will fade away. Developed
countries don’t need to
distinguish amongst their
people.

Do you think fewer
young people want to
pursue higher studies in
science?

I think it's more that
their parents prefer they
take up safer career op-
tions. A few years ago, 1
was promised a fantastic
dinner if I could convince
a young girl to either take
up medicine or engineer-
ing. Within a few minutes, I knew she
was totally in love with physics, and
she’s doing very well in it now. But I
had to pass up a great dinner.

I think we should create a science
cadre. and make sure 200-250 bright
young people are absorbed in organi-
sations like ISRO, DRDO and CSIR
every year. Once youngsters feel sci-
ence is a secure career option, more
may take it up.

.

Do you think the benefits of faster
economic growth will actually
reach the masses?

Look at Kerala. It’s the least corrupt
Indian state. according to Transparen-
cy International. There are two major

-reasons: the high level of public edu-

cation there and the fact that the me-
dia acts as a fierce watchdog and
pounces on any irregularity.

You've spoken of completely wip-
ing out poverty by 2020. Isn’t that
too ambitious?

When I was growing up, people
scoffed when visionaries like Sarabhai
and C Subramaniam spoke of Indian
satellites and food self-sufficiency.
Well, today we have a hugely success-
ful space research programme and
overflowing granaries. :

You are young, why are you in-
dulging in negative thinking? Remem-
ber, dreams lead to thoughts and
thoughts to actions. So dream, dream,
dream!
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New Delhi: No middlemen or
front men and no unknown vis-
itors to be allowed. Instructions
to the personal secretaries are
clear and unambiguous as
Members of Parliament appear

" tobecome cautious now to ward

off any unwanted visitor in the
disguise, thanks to the cash-for-
query string operation.

As both houses of Parlia-
ment expelled the members
caught on camera by television
channels, shocked Members of
Parliament issued strict in-

caused enough damage, these
signed letters and reservation
slips are being quietly with-
drawn, a personal secretary to
an MP said.

“No instructions for me,”
said PS to another Member of
Parliament. “I have been in
this field for over 40 years and
know how to filter the visitors,
he said adding that the inexpe- -
rienced MPs who threw cau-.
tion and morality to the wind
landed themselves in trouble.

There is sudden “silence”,

structions to their secretaries said a scribe. The MPs have kind
on do’s and don’ts. “I have told of become introvert. The fallout,
my staff not to allow unknown first of the sting operation and,
visitors—just ~ tell the action against the
them sahib nahm STI N G members will be that
hain,” a Raaya no MP would now en-
MP sa1d N tertain visitors at

Stories doing the
rounds of the North L
and South avenue where most
of the first-timers and back-
benchers live said that over 70
MPs were accosted by the
scribes on the sting mission.
Eleven of these fell to the trap.

It is an open.gecret that most
of the MPs leave blank signed
letters, railway reservation
slips with their secretaries. Re-
quests come from all and
sundry for recommendations
to ministries, to getting a rail-
way reservation.

The MPs simply cannot af-
ford to entertain such requests
personally nor can he annoy
the members of the constituen-
cy. The job thus is left to the
trusted personal secretary who
knows who is to be entertained.

With the *“sting” having

o | EFFECT

home,” he said.

MPs’ quarters in
Lutyen’s Delhi normally are qui-
et during the inter-session peri-
od but buzz with activities once
parliament sessions begin. ‘Ne-
tas’ of various levels, voters
with various jobs to be done de-
scend on Delhi and as a mattex of
right campat the MP's qud:tem
“With ‘the latest develogyent,
one does’t knO\y whiis ogllting
a hidden camera andw
intention,” an MP saigd

said that the fund,, ;
crore a year is iR
enough even to repair a :

‘ha .constxmency th~ "‘“*

mands from voters that vary
from building roads to schools,
water supply and so on. agencies
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Rajya Sabha Creates History
By Sacking Member

TNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi: Ten Lok Sabha
members, caught on camera
accepting money for raising
questions, were expelled on
Friday from the house after
the BJP and some of its al-

lies walked out. In the Rajya

Sabha, history was created
when the Upper House ex-
pelled BJP member Chhat-
trapal Singh Lodha on the
recommendation of the
ethics committee, with the
BJP not pressing for a divi-
sion after a voice vote.

The 10 LS members are
Annasaheb M K Patil, Y G
Mahajan, Suresh Chandel,
Pradeep Gandhi and Chan-
dra Pratap Singh
(all BJP), Narendra
Kumar Kushwaha,
Lal Chandra Kol
and Rajaram Pal
(all BSP), Manoj
Kumar (RJD) and
Ramsevak Singh
(Cong) who were
caught on camera accepting
money for raising questions
in the house.

The motion, moved by
leader of the House Pranab
Mukherjee, was adopted by
a voice vote after leader of
the opposition L K Advani
led a walkout of his party
and some allies, saying he
could not associate himself
with the expulsion which
was disproportionate to
their offence.

However, the BJP, which
was totally opposed to the
punishment, did not choose
to press for a division.

In the Rajya Sabha, the
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committee headed by senior
Congress leader Karan
Singh, recommended the ex-
pulsion of Lodha, disagree-
ing with the views of BJP
member Sushma Swaraj
that the matter be referred
for judicial advice.

This is for the first time
that the upper house has
taken such a stern action
against a member.

Moving the motion, Singh
said, “This house is fully
empowered to take any ac-
tion in the matter of ethics”
and asked the members not
to bring thejudiciary into it.

A close examination
of the member in question
and evidence gathered from
cobrapost.com and
Aaj Tak showed
the member had
lowered the dignity
of the Thouse,
Singh said.

Maintaining that
Lodha’s action was
a clear case of
“misdemeanour”, and that
the House needs to deal
with it sternly, former law
minister ArundJaitley said
expulsion of the member in
the absence of breach
of privilege would leave
loopholes.

Describing the proposed
action by the ethics comm-
mittee as the first of its kind
in parliamentary history,
the BJP member said the

House wanted to ensure that™

no loopholes should be left
as this move would be quot-
ed extensively in the future
not only in parliament but
also in state legislatures.

THE TIMES CF INDIA
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Rebuilding trust
g ©
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in Parliament "V
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istory of sorts was made by Parliament when the
Rajya Sabha expelled one and the Lok Sabha 10
members who were caught on camera accepting
money for asking questions in the Houses. Elect-
ed representatives accepting bribes is not new — the very
first Parliament had expelled in 1951 a member, B. M. Mud-
gal, when he was found to have accepted money for raising a
question. Yet the wholesale expulsion of so many across the
political spectrum — with the Bharatiya Janata Party ac-
counting for six of the 11 — for corruption is unprecedented
perhaps in the history of any parliamentary democracy. It is
a tribute to the vigilance of the free media that they were
able to bring to light venality that existed on so massive a
scale. Strangely for an organisation that had at one time
projected itself as a “party with a difference,” the BJP sought
to gain time by getting the cases referred to the privileges
committee and its president, L.K. Advani, even termed the
expulsions a “disproportionate” penalty. In rejecting this
dilatory and permissive stand, the two Houses have taken a
significant first step in restoring public confidence in elected
representatives. The path the two Houses had to take was
obvious when the Bansal Committee in the Lok Sabha and
the Ethics Committee of the Rajya Sabha found after enqui-
ry that the evidence against the members was incriminating
and recommended their expulsion. Parliament’s standing
would have dipped irretrievably had it delayed a decision or
opted for alesser penalty.

With the courts kept out of the picture in matters relating
to the conduct of MPs, the onus devolves on Parliament to
ensure the probity of elected representatives. The Constitu-
tion provides in Article 105(2) that a member of Parliament
shall not be liable to court proceedings “in respect of any-
thing said or any vote given by him in Parliament.” In an
interpretation that, in the view of the National Commission
to Review the Working of the Constitution, “runs counter to,
all notions of justice, fair play and good conduct expected
from members of Parliament,” the Supreme Court ruled in
the case of P.V. Narasimha Rao that the Article would grant
bribe-taking MPs immunity from prosecution under the
Prevention of Corruption Act if the bribe was for something
said or done in Parliament. Parliamentary enquiries are
much faster than court proceedings and, after enquiries and
hearings spread over 10 days, the two committees were able
to pronounce their opinion and the Houses acted promptly
on their recommendations. If in comparison with a trial this
might seem summary justice, the MPs who have been ex-
pelled have got off relatively lightly, losing only their seats
and escaping possible prison sentences and fines under the
Prevention of Corruption Act. Quite apart from removing
the immunity from prosecution by amending the Constitu-
tion as recommended by the NCRWC, Parliament will have
to go beyond the expulsions and address the issue of loss of
trust frontally. For a start, devices like the Members of
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme that are obvi-
ous founts of corruption need to be dismantled.

THE HINDU
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passes

reservation Bill -

172 vote in favour; two against the Bill

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Constitution
(104th) Amendment Bill provid-
ing reservation for the socially
and educationally backward
classes, besides the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes, in private unaided edu-
cational institutions was passed
in Parliament on Thursday with
the Rajya Sabha adopting the
Bill by a majority vote. The Bill
was passed in Lok Sabha on
Wednesday.

While 172 members voted in
favour of the legislation, two
members opposed it. An amend-
ment to drop the provision of

excluding the minority educa--

tional institutions from the pur-
view of the Bill, moved by
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Sushma Swaraj was de-
feated in the House, also by a
majority vote.

Moving the Bill, Union Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister Arjun Singh described
it as an “enabling legislation”
and said all States would be re-
quired to draft their own laws to
ensure implementation of the
Constitution amendment.

He appealed to the State Gov-
ernments to fulfil their respon-
sibility of drafting the laws in the
next two or three months so that
guidelines are in place before the
next academic session begins.

This would ensure that a proper
admission and fee structure is in
place by then, he said, adding
that he had no doubt that all the
States would fulfil their respon-
sibility in this regard.

Pointing out that the present
scenario on the higher education
front was not “pleasant enough,”
Mr. Singh said efforts were to be
taken to correct this.

Reacting to the observation
made by Sharad Yadav of the Ja-
nata Dal (United) on inclusion of
Other Backward Classes (OBCs)
under the purview of the legisla-
tion, Mr. Singh said the issue
needed to be debated on a na-
tional level for a consensus.
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NEW DELHI, Dec, 22, —
Decks werg cleared today for
the enactment of the constitu-
tional amendment Bill provid-
ing reservation for 8Cs, STs
and “soclally and educational-
ly backward” classes in unaid-
ed private educational institu-
tions following Parliament’s
approval of the legislation
today.

In the wake of a day-long
marathon discussion on the
Bill today, the Rajya Sabha
Fassed it virtually unanimous-
ly. While 172 members voted
in favour of the Bill, only 2
members voted against it,

The Bill’s easy sailing in
Rajya Sabha had become a
certainty yesterday when it

DY,
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as passed in Lok Sabha
rather smaothly, with even the
BIP, despite its fierce opposi-
tion to the exclusion of minor-
ity institutions from the Bill's
ambit, voting in favour of it
along with most of the NDA
allies, Constituents such as the
ID(U) and TDP were already
believed to have taken a pro-
Bill position,

The upper  House'’s
approval of the Bill was near-
ly unanimous after a BIP-
sponsored amendment was
defeated hy a voice vote.
Though some NDA members
voiced their concern over pos-

sible misuse of the legislation,

the highly-populist Bill saw
them voting in favour, The
104th Constitution
(Amendment) Bill required a
two-thirds majority for pas-

approves

4

sage as it sought to overturn
an August Supreme Court
judgement terming the quotas
in private educational institu-
tlons uneonstitutional.

With the passage of this Bill,
students belonging to the SCs/
STs -and OBCs can benefit
from the quotas in govern-
ment as well as private col-
leges from the coming acade-
mic session. In reply, HRD
minister Mr Arjun Singh said
the  Bill  would address
“frontally and holistically” the
question of reservation in cen-
tral institutions not covered so
far. Giving figures on students
in the 18-24 age group seeking
‘higher education, Mr Singh
said among moderate stu-
dents, nine out of 100 sought
admission, four of 100
SCs/STs students and a mere

quota Bill

one of 100 minority students
sought & higher education.
This Bill, ‘he said, would
address this.

Moving an amendment
motion seeking deletion of the
words “other than the minori-
ty educational institutions”
from the Bill, the BIP leader
Mrs Sushma Swaraj demand-
ed that the legislation should
be applicable to all institu-
tions, including those run by
the minorities, a

EPF walkout

Angry with the government’s
reluctance to restore the EPF
interest rate to 9.3 per cent,
the members of Left parties
and the Samajwadi Party,
both UPA supporters, today
walked out of Lok Sabha.
They later met Dr
Manmohan Singh,

- .~



EXPULSION FROM HOUSE RECOMMENDEb

Panel indicts

“taint

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22. — The Pawan
Kumar Bansal Committee, constituted by
the Lok Sabha Speaker to probe the cash-
for-questions scam, has held the 10 MPs
guilty and recommended their expulsion
from the House. A resolution is likely to
be  moved in the House tomorrow, the
last day of the winter session, to expel the

- 10 members.

A senior parliamentarian, on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said: “This (resolu-
‘tion) seems to be the logical course at the
moment.” If the House adopts such a
course of action, the BJP would be the
biggest loser. Till late tonight, however,
there was no official word on the subject.

The committee, in its 38-page report
tabled in the Lok Sabha today, held the
continuance of the membership of the 10
accused MPs as “untenable”.

The BIP, however, expressed its oppo-
sition to “the punishment recommended
by the committee without following the
proper procedure”. The BJP member of
the committee, Mr VK Malhotra, has
placed a note of dissent on the report.

The BJP and the BSP declared that they
were against the éxpulsion of the 10 mem-
bers. The BJP indicated that it would
oppose any move to expel them and
demanded that the accused be given “a
fair opportunity” to defend themselves.

"~ The BJP insisted that the committee be
accorded the status of Special Privileges
Committee where “the tainted members
will have the right to cross-examination,
arguments and defence which are neces-
sary for natural justice,” said Mr

A‘o-l"
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Parties back MPLADS

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22. — At an ali-party
meeting convened by the Lok Sabha Speaker
today, a majotity of the parties favoured conti-
nuance of the MP local area development
scheme (MPLADS). The meeting was called to
deliberate on whether the scheme should be
continued or scrapped. The move comes after
the recent sting operation exposed seven MPs
in MPLADS-related corruption cases. The MPs
were caught on camera aliegedly extracting
kickbacks for sanctioning projects under the
scheme. — SNS

Malhotra.

Apart from the Congress, the Left par-
tics and the SP are believed to be in’
favour of expelling the 10 members.

In its report, the committee said: “It is .
difficult to escape the conclusion that
accepting money had a direct connection
with the work in Parliament” and held
that such conduct of the said MPs was
“unbecoming” of them and also “unethi-
cal”. Disturbed over the acceptance of
bribes by members, the panel said: “It is
by such actions that the credibility of
Parliament as an institution and a pillar
of our democracy is eroded.”

The committee found “no merit” in the
claims made by the 10 MPs that the video
footage was doctored or morphed or edit-
ed. The panel refrained from pointing an
accusing finger at the media, declaring: -
“The media is in no way to blame for
exposing genuine wrong-doing.”

The Bansal Committee was constituted
by the Speaker after the sting operation
was telecast on 11 December.

~ Parliament passes quota Bill: page 4
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Twice stung,
forever shy

Parliament gropes for solution

— 1/‘
I
HT Political Bureau
New Delhi, December 20

ON WEDNESDAY, the
country’s elected lead-
ership will be faced wi-
th two key questions.
First, what action to
take against the MPs
trapped in the cash-
for-questions scam?
Second, should the
MPLAD scheme be
continued?

The fate of the 10
MPs caught taking bri-
bes on tape for raising
questions in the Lok
Sabha will be decided

) |

Will they be
expelled?

On Wednesday,
Bansal committee
will submit report on
cash-for-questions
scam

No knowing if the
Lok Sabha will
accept its recom-
mendation, if any

Matter could even
go to court if there is
any shortcoming in
conduct of inquiry

raises the question
whether it was legally
sound to refer the
probe to the specially
constituted  Bansal
panel, instead of the
Privileges Committee
of the House.
Jethmalani told
HT:. “Bringing Parlija-
ment to disrepute is a
breach of privilege.”
He said even if the
five-member  panel
was accorded the sta-
tus of a special privi-
leges committee, it
would have to be seen
whether it followed

by the PK. Bansal com- {gne Rajya Sabha the procedure estab-
mittee. The panel has memberinthescam  lished by law. ,
to submit jts report by  was suspended. The warning also
4 pm on Wednesday. applies to the expand-.
Itishard to say when ed Bansal panel — it
the House will act on its now also includes Prasanna

recommendation, if any. But before
adopting any resolution, the Lok
Sabha might need to take note of
lawyer and Rajya Sabha MP Ram
Jethmalani’s letter to House cha-
irman Bhairon Singh Shekhawat,
“Action of suspension against a
member by way of suspension un-
der Rule 297(c) can be taken by the
whole House after proper enquiry
and an adverse report and recom-
mendation by the ethics commit-
tee,” wrote Jethmalani. “The alter-
native procedure is to refer the mat-
ter to the committee of privileges.”
Jethmalani's intervention — pro-
voked by the suspension of the
lone RS member in the scam —

75%5
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Acharya (BJD) and D.P Yadav
(RJID) — which will submit its re-
port before January 31 on the
MPLAD-related graft charges agai-
nst the five members. The remain-
ing two MPs are from the RS,
where the matter is before the
House ethics committee.

On Wednesday, within hours of
the Bansal committee submitting
its report, ruling party and Oppo-
sition leaders will join Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee over
dinner. The agenda: whether the
MPLAD scheme should be retai-
ned or scrapped. Chatterjee’s posi-
tion is that it is “unscientific”.

Another report on P2

Qi‘
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HE legislature, it would

I seem, cannot make up

its mind about the utility
of the MPLAD scheme which
has parliamentarians receiving
Rs 2 crore annually towards
development work in their
constituencies. The Congress
on Tuesday went on .record
with its opposition to the
scrapping of the scheme while
the BJP, and a section of ruling
UPA spoke in its favour.

Even the Left is not of one
mind over the issue — the CPM
wants the scheme to be discon-
tinued but the CPI has left the
decision to the government.

The scheme, which has

/found disfavour with the likes
of BJP president LK Advani,
Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee and even the Sonia
Gandhi-led NAC among others,
was discussed in both Houses of
Parliament after a sting opera-
tion purportedly showed MPs
offering to sell developmental

eﬁ ove

schemes for a price. The JP is
asking if the funds currently di-
verted to MPLADS be used, for
the state-funding of elections.
LK Advani had spoken to Som-
nath Chatterjee about this pro-
posal after the cash-for-ques-
tions scam rocked Parliament
earlier this session.

As for the Congress, party
spokesman Anand Sharma re-
jected the demand for scheme
to be done away with. Mr Shar-
ma said a sweeping indictment
could not be made against a
majority of members on the ba-
sis of the demand made by less
than 1% of the MPs.

Mr Sharma, however, evad-
ed a question on UPA chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi writing a
letter to Manmohan Singh sug-
gesting scrapping of the
MPLAD scheme.

“Iam not aware of any such
letter by Ms Gandhi to the
Prime Minister,” he said. The
RJD, a section of the Left —the
CPM and RSP — and TDP have
also raised their voices for hav-
ing the scheme axed.

House

TMPLAD

Narrow escap
1 Alen

1d back any action agait
its Lok - Sabha  ‘memb
Churchxli Alemao, who
ured: in '@ news chaune
expose .on “MPs  allotting
funds from the -MPLAL
scheme farabnbe" ;
“The Congress. spokesman
said'there should be further
probe into the mattet before
deciding on the action agairist
its member, since Alemao has
filed 'an FIR against those
whao conducted the sting op-
eration and alleging that the
tapes had been tampered
with, " Aléemao’ has ‘written
letters to.the prime minister,
the Lok Sabha Speaker and
the Congress president, giv-
ing his side .of the-story. He
said, it was for Parliament to
decide on the next course of
-action. —=QurBureau
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Slated for discussion today

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH:: The Constitution
Amendment Bill to reserve seats
for socially and educationally
backward classes, besides the
Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes, in private unaided
educational institutions other
than those run by minorities was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday amid protests from the
Bharatiya Janata Party and res-
ervations expressed by some al-
lies of the government.

Though he is in favour of the
" Bill, Devendra Prasad Yadav
(Rashtriya Janata Dal) said the
term “Other Backward Classes”
should be included in the body of
the amendment. It uses the term
“socially and educationally
backward,” which is explained in
the Statement of Objects and
Reasons as another way of re-
ferring to the OBCs.

Scope for
misinterpretation
But this provided scope for

misinterpretation. In the ab-

sence of the use of the term

“OBCs”, premier institutions
~such as the Indian Institutes of
Technology and Jawaharlal
Nehru University were not pro-
viding reservation to the OBCs,
he said.

Echoing Mr. Yadav’s point,
Santosh Gangwar (BJP) said the
OBCs would not benefit from
this amendment. Also, he artic-
ulated the party’s stated position
on the need for bringing minor-
ity institutions under the
amendment.

“Constitutional point”

Ram Gopal Yadav (Samajwadi
Party) said the term “socially
and educationally backward” in-
cluded the OBCs as maintained
by the government. “We should
trust the government on this.”
His party colleague, Mohan
Singh, said the explanation in

o BJP voices protest

» We are opposed to Bill
on a constitutional point:
CPL (M)

the Statement of Objects and
Reasons addressed his appre-
hensions, which initially made
him oppose the Bill.

Clarifying that he was op-
posed to the Bill on a “constitu-
tional point,” Varkala
Radhakrishnan  (Communist
Party of India-Marxist) said the
amendment, by excluding mi-
nority institutions, would result
in removal of reservation now
available there. States should
have the power to identify the
minorities as their composition
varied from State to State.

Mr. Radhakrishnan found
support in C. K. Chandrappan of
the CPL

New clause

The Bill s ks to amend the
Constitution by inserting a new
clause (5) in Article 15 for the
advancement of socially and
educationally backward classes
or SCs/STs. But, minority-run
institutions have been exempted
as they are covered by Article 30
(1), which gives them the right to
establish and administer educa-
tional institutions. The amend-
ment will also enable Parliament
as well as the State legislatures
to make appropriate laws to pro-
vide greater access for a large
number of students belonging to
the socially and educationally
backward classes, besides SCs/
STs, to higher education includ-
ing professional courses. The
Bill is slated for discussion and
passage on Wednesday. If passed
by the Lok Sabha, it will go to the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

See also Page 12




~ Speaker for curb

on MPLAD .furg(/is

By Mahendra Ved/TNN

New Delhi: The misuse of
Members of Parliament Lo-
cal Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) may
rank as one of the most ill-
kept secrets in the capital,
but it is a powerful privi-
lege no MP is ready to give
up.

This was evident when
Lok Sabha Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee made a
pitch for curbing the dis-
cretion of MPs in how
funds under the scheme
should be used. Chatter-
jee’s stance found few tak-
ers outside the CPM on
whose ticket he has been
getting elected.

While he wasn’t against
money being given by the
government, Chatterjee had
argued that the District De-
velopment Board, of which
each MP is an ex-officio
member, be given a greater
say in the execution of the
scheme. Asked to react to
“Operation Chakravyuh”
surrounding the spending of
funds (MPLADS), the minis-
ter in charge, Oscar Fernan-
des, maintained not only did
MPs, by and large, want the
scheme to continue, they
also wanted more money,

2 1 DEC 2005

Somnath interacts with th

and thereby, power.

“Let us accept that over-
all, the scheme has worked
and that it has benefited a
large number of people.
Also, a number of projects
has been executed under
this scheme under the gaze
of our elected representa-
tives,” Fernandes told TOL

What was conceived as a
democratic means to put
monetary power into the
hands of MPs to facilitate
their serving their con-
stituencies better has invit-
ed charges of corruption.
Interestingly, the MPs
themselves have time and
again protested against the
scheme’s implementation.
Utilising Zero Hour, they
have complained that the

&
e media ol

utside parliament

government was slow to re-
lease funds; that the funds
remained under the control
of the bureaucracy. that
was at times, both high-
handed and ham-handed in
its spending and that the
amount, at present Rs 2
crores, was grossly inade-
quate.

Significantly, no MP ad-
mits to any irregularity,
leave alone accepting any
commission or underhand
payment.

The scheme began with
then PM P V Narasimha
Rao announcing on Decem-
ber 23, 1993 and placing it
under the control of the
Rural Development Min-
istry Guidelines were is-
sued in February 1994.

THE TIvES OF INDIA
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Somnath for regional cooperation
to tackle calamities

“Involve the community

Special Correspondent 6\ \

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha Speaker
Somnath Chattterjee on Sunday
stressing the need for strength-
ening regional cooperation in Asia
to tackle natural calamities. He
called upon parliamentarians to
be “more proactive rather than
being reactive to emergent situa-
tions.”

At a press conference at the
conclusion of the India and Asia
Regions Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association Conference,
Mr. Chatterjee said the need of
the hour was to involve the com-
munity as a whole in disaster pre-
paredness.

Adequate budgetary allocation
and appropriate legislation in re-
spect of disaster management and
development of requisite infras-

tructure were also needed.

The conference had two
themes: disaster management
and children’s welfare.

Mr. Chatterjee said sharing of
information and expertise, pool-
ing of resources, backed by appro-
priate legislation, would go a long
way in reducing the intensity of
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o Parliamentarians should be
more: proactive »

* Adequat& Imdgeta
allocation also negted

 Requisite inirastmtura
should also be developed

« India, Bangladesh,
Maldives, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka represented

natural calamities.

The conference was significant
as large parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir and Pak-occupied Kashmir
were hit by a devastating quake on
October 8.

About a year ago, tsunami
waves caused widespread havoc
and loss of lives in India, Sri Lan-
ka, Indonesia and Thailand.

Child-friendly policies

In his valedictory address, Mr.
Chatterjee called upon the dele-
gates to take up the cause of chil-
dren and help mobilise resources,
create awareness in society and
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a whole in disaster preparedness”

influence governments in evolv-
ing child-friendly policies.

“Our part of the world is
marked with growing economies
which are confronted with the
challenging task of the socio-eco-
nomic which are confronted with
the challenging task of the socio-
economic development of a sub-
stantial segment of the world pop-
ulation.

In the midst of this challenge,
we also have to confront the va-
garies of the weather and the un-
certainties of nature.
Destabilising effects of natural di-
sasters are very evident in our re-
gion. What is needed is

_cooperative effort to confront

them.

We also have to ensure that our
children are helped to realise
their full potential and the bene-
fits of development do not bypass
our most promising human re-
source,” he said. '

As many as 120 delegates, ob-
servers and secretaries from In-
dia, Bangladesh, Maldives,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka attended
the conference, hosted by the In-
dia branch of the CPA.

-



WAR AND PEACE: A security personnel taking position beside the Gandhi statue after a
bomb hoax at Parliament House in New Delhi on Friday. - PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

17 0FC 2095

THE HINDY

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE A bomb threat
through e-mail on Friday led to
the abrupt adjournment of both
Houses of Parliament and the
quick evacuation of the mem-
bers and others. Work remained
suspended for about three
hours, and the Houses reassem-
bled after the “all-clear” signal
was given.

The e-mail, received by the
American Consulate in Chennai
from browsing centres in south
Tamil Nadu, threatened to blow
up Parliament and American
consulates in the country. Onre-
ceiving the message, purported-
ly from a supporter of Osama bin
Laden, the Consulate informed
the Chennai Police, who alerted
the authorities in Delhi. This
was quickly passed on to Parlia-
ment.

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
adjourned the Lok Sabhaat11.52
a.m. during question hour when
he was informed of the threat; he
did not give any reason for his
action. The Rajya Sabha fol-
lowed suit.

With Parliament having ob-
served the fourth anniversary of
the December 13 attack this
week, the sudden dispersion led
to some confusion. As the news
spread, calm was restored. Many
MPs could be seen standing in
the driveways watching the se-
curity personnel go about their
work while others crossed over
to the Library Building.

When the Lok Sabha resumed
work, Mr. Chatterjee said the

Bomb hoax disrupts Parliament

E-mail threatening attacks came from browsing centres in Tamil Nadu

sudden adjournment was neces-
sitated by the threat perception,
but asserted that “nothing can
cow us down.” There was no
breach in security nor was any
suspicious article found.

The Leader of the House, Pra-
nab Mukherjee, apologised for
the disruption, and assured the
members that efforts would be
made to make up for the lost
time.

The Leader of the Opposition,
L.K. Advani, suggested that a
drill be put in place for such
emergencies. Union Home Shiv-
raj Patil said this could be done
with the permission of the pre-
siding officers.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who was in his Parliament
office, was escorted out. The
Special  Protection  Group
whisked away Rahul Gandhi,
who was present in the Lok Sab-
ha. All Ministers, MPs and staff
were asked to leave immediately
and all roads leading to Parlia-
ment House and nearby Govern-
ment buildings were sealed.
Sniffer dogs and bomb detection
squads swept every nook and
corner of the multi-storied
building,

In the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Shek-
hawat remained in the House till
12.30 p.m. and left his chamber
only to facilitate security checks.
The Leader of the Opposition.
Jaswant Singh, also remained in
his office throughout.

Ashedidinthe Lok Sabha, Mr.
Patil explained in the Rajya Sab-
ha the circumstances in which
Parliament was adjourned.

NEW DELHI: A three-line e-mail
message asking India to sever
all ties with the United States
and purportedly sent on
behalf of Osama bin Laden
read:

“Today, there shallbe a

Sever ties with U.S., says e-mail

bomb blast in Parliament and
U.S, consulates in India at
11.46 a.m. Stop it if you could.
Cut relations with the USA.
Long live OSAMABINLADEN
ASADHULLAH ALKALIFS.”
— UNI
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Sourav Ganguly issue

raised in House *
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Discussion on sports next week: Somnath

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The exclusion of Sou-
rav Ganguly from the cricket
team for the third Test against
Sri Lanka found its echo in the
Lok Sabha on Friday.

The issue is likely to feature
prominently in the general dis-
cussion on sports slated for next
week.

The matter was raised by Mo-
han Singh (Samajwadi Party).
He wanted a discussion on the
manner in which Ganguly had
been dropped. He lamented the
politicisation of sports in gener-
al and cricket in particular and
said this would demoralise good
players.

With other members — par-
ticularly from the Opposition
benches — lending their voice to
his statement, Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee sought to calm them
down by stating that there would
be a discussion on sports next

week. The Speaker has admitted
anotice given by Congress mem-
ber Navin Jindal for a discussion
under Rule 193 on the general
state of affairs in sports in the
country.

Pranab extends support
to Ganguly
PTI adds:
Defence Minister Pranab

Mukherjee on Friday threw his
weight behind Sourav Ganguly
saying the former cricket cap-
tain deserved a place in the Test
team.

“I think we should not play
politics in cricket or any kind of
game. He is a good player, he
should find a place in the team,”
Mr. Mukherjee told reporters
here.

Ganguly was overlooked for
the third Test against Sri Lanka,
beginning on Sunday, in spite of
adecent performance in the sec-
ond Test at Delhi.

THE HINCU
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AJAY AGGARWAL/HT

Policemen stand guard outside Parliament on Friday after an e-mail claimed a bomb was ticking away inside, forcing hasty evacuation of the premises. Security personnel with sniffer dogs
found no-homb before Parliament reconvened in the afternoon.

Lesson or two to be learnt

VINOD Sharma
New Delhi, December 16

THE BOMB threat to Parliament
turned out to be a hoax. Still, the se-
curity establishment has lessons to
learn from the prank that saw top-
notch protectees and MPs being
evacuated from the main premises
into an adjoining complex that
houses Parliament’s library.

First, there wasn’t any guarantee
that the newly constructed building
which has two underground levels
(basements) was itself a secure
place to lodge the country’s top lead-
ership for nearly three hours.

Second, the bomb threat was to be
carried out in Parliament and the
US consulates in India at 11.46 a.m..
The presiding officers of the two
Houses were, however, alerted at
11.52a.m.

Had the worst happened, these
six minutes could have proved cost-
ly Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and leader of the opposition
LK. Advani were at Parliament
House at that time. Also, the two
Houses — and the press and visi-
tors’ galleries — are normally
packed during zero hour that starts
at 12 noon.

“If not incorrect in the given sit-
uation, it was not entirely correct to
lodge the MPs in another building,”
said a senior official. )

The hoax has left the security
agencies wiser and more conscious
of the loopholes in the system
sought to be reinforced and stream-
lined after the December 13, 2001
terrorist attack on Parliament.

In the Lok Sabha, the drama un-

folded with a joint director in
charge of security handing speaker
Somnath Chatterjee a slip giving de-
tails of the threat.

The speaker immediately ad-
journed the House, then in the mid-
dle of guestion hour, without as-
signing any reason. On returning io

SUNIL SAXENA/HT
Members of Indian Army’s bomb disposal squad scan the Parliament complex.

his chambers, he summoned securi-
ty officers, who briefed him on the
threat. Thereafter, on their advice,
he walked down to the library build-
ing with the other MPs.

As the members rushed to safety,
the SPG drove the PM to his South
Block office. Another loophole, how-

ever, surfaced in the confusion. Ad-
vani, who was in his room with a
visitor, got to. know of the bomb
scare much later.

A member of his personal staff,
Deepak Chopra, began making in-
quiries on seeing the Houses being
adjourned on Parligment’s CCTV.
While a watch and ward hand at-
tached to Advani was of little help,
the first confirmation of the threat
reached him from another staffer
and party colleague VK. Malhotra.

Failing to get through to the
speaker and home minister Shivraj
Patil in the first attempt, Advani
was on the line with national secu-
rity adviser M.K. Narayanan, who
confirmed the threat. But he stayed
put in his room and dialled Patil on
his mobile phone. On his way to Par-
liament House from Raj Path at that
time, Patil went straight to Advani’s
room and persuaded him to move to
the library complex, where the BJP
chief spent a few minutes before
leaving for his residence.

The MPs returned to work at 3
p.m. after a thorough search by sev-
en different teams — including the
police, Parliament’s watch and
ward staff, the SPG and the special
detection group.

Aided by sniffer dogs and bomb-
disposal squads, the search teams
could quickly comb the huge com-
plex because they do such exercises
daily, even when Parliament isn’t in
session. The drill has been reli-
giously followed since the 2001 at-
tack, after which Rs 100 crore was
invested in hi-tech security gadgets
for protecting the country’s elected
leadership.

Bomb scare empties Parliament

Continued from Page 1

In the chaos, some MPs, mediaper-
sons and visitors crowded Parlia-
ment’s main gate. Members wanting
to leave the premises immediately
found themselves stranded as their
vehicles were parked outside and the
main gates were sealed by the securi-
ty staff.

Jaswant Singh, leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha, did not feel
compelled to leave his room. His ar-
gument: “If the security personnel
could go about their work, why could-
n’t he and his staff”?

Shekhawat, too, stayed put in his

chambers till 12.30 p.m., when a se-
curity team appeared with a dog
squad in search of the explosives.

As the two Houses had initially
been adjourned only for one hour, the
Rajya Sabha’s quorum bell went off
at 1 p.m. — without a soul in sight.
Around 1.15 p.m., home minister
Shivraj Patil appeared before the me-
dia to confirm the bomb threat. “The
building has been searched. There is
no cause for worry, the second check
ison,” he said.

Around 1.30 p.m., the security staff
said Parliament would meet only at 3
p.m. Later, Patil, in his statement in
the two Houses, said the threat origi-

nated from Chennai. The US con-
sulate there had informed Tamil
Nadu Police that there would be an
explosion in Parliament House at
11.46 a.m.

“The state police informed Delhi
and the information was confirmed

”

by the US embassy here,” he said.

“Patil said such threats had also been

received in the past but it was consid-
ered prudent to evacuate the premis-
es in view of the prevailing situation.

A case has been registered against
unknown persons at Parliament
Street police station and a special
police team has already left for
Chennai.

o, wwwaw L geL LIEM 1N because of the blockade.

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker Somnath Chatterjee abruptly ad-
journed the House for an hour on Friday noon, without giving
any reason, and all members as well as mediapersons were tak-
en by surprise. Animated conversation broke out in the House
as Chatterjee got up from his chair and left for his chambers af-
ter the unusual announcement that came even before the Ques-
tion Hour was over.

While most of the ruling alliance members trooped out of
the House, many Opposition members hung back, discussing
the matter — no one had told them that a security alert had
been sounded following a bomb threat. It was out in the corri-
dors that security staff informed members about the threat and
asked them to rush out of Parliament premises. Word reached
inside the House soon thereafter and the rest of the MPs scur-
ried for the exit.

According to parliamentary affairs minister Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi, the security chief on veceiving information about
the threat rushed to secretary general PDT Achary while the
Question Hour was on. Achary immediately consulted the
Speaker who, in turn, had a quick word with Das Munshi and
adjourned the House at 11.50 a.m. Probably, to avoid a panic sit-
uation, he did not announce that there was a bomb alert.
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Ambiguity in statement: Jaswant

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had a busy day in
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday
trying to ward off Opposition al-
legations on the Volcker Report
on the oil-for-food issue and the
India-U.S. nuclear deal.

Making an intervention dur-
ing question hour, Dr. Singh said
there was no stalemate in the
talks between India and the U.S.
under the July 18 Joint Nuclear
Statement, which were proceed-
ing on ‘strict reciprocity.’

“If the United States does not
carry out its commitments un-
der the joint statement, then In-
diais also free not to carry out its
reciprocity.”

Responding to clarifications
sought by members on the
Volcker issue, the Prime Minis-
ter said an inquiry had been or-
dered, investigations were
progressing and the Enforce-
ment Directorate was doing its
duty. “There is nothing else for
me to state in the matter.”

Asserting that he was not
skirting the issue as alleged by
the Leader of the Opposition,
Jaswant Singh, Dr. Singh said his
December 2 statement was not
made suo motu, but the Opposi-
tion wanted him to take note of
the observations attributed to
the former Croatia Ambassador,
Aneil Mathrani. He then “clearly
and unambiguously” stated that
the Enforcement Directorate
would take cognisance of these
and pursue investigation.

The Prime Minister’s brief re-
ply came at the end of clarifica-
tions sought by the Opposition.

Mr. Jaswant Singh expressed
“disappointment” at the time lag
between the statement and the
clarifications. “Though the
Prime Minister claims his state-
ment is clear, consistent and
firm, it is a dense forest of ambi-
guity from which it is difficult to
find out what he means.”

Charging the Prime Minister
with “consistently skirting” the
issue, Mr. Singh said his state-
ment did not address the cen-
trality of the new facts thrown
up by Mr. Mathrani’s claims on
television and later in a news
magazine. “It is a rather boxed-
in statement that throws no light
on new facts.”

Chairman Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat intervened several
times to restore order when
Treasury benches objected to
the lengthy clarification sought
by Mr. Jaswant Singh which they
said was outside of the state-
ment.

P.G. Narayanan (AIADMK)
asked whether the government
would allow a panel of leaders-of
political parties to examine the
evidence collected by the En-
forcement Directorate.

Ram Jethmalani (Ind) wanted
the Prime Minister to confirm
whether it was true that Mr.
Mathrani wrote to the then
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, two years ago asking for
an enquiry into the Iraqi oil
payoffs and that the Prime Min-
ister’s Office ignored the plea.

E
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—DIRTY ELEVEN,

he present\IL}( iari political class Aas never
I been valued fot its scruples and its integri-
ty. In fact, mosi people consider an honest
politician to be a contradiction in terms. This is
not to suggest that there are no exceptions to the
generalization. One has only to think of the prime
minister, Mr Manmohan Singh, whose principal
political asset is his integrity. But the presence of
the exceptions only serves to prove the rule. The
latest revelations about some members of the Lok
Sabha accepting money to ask questions in parlia-
ment are thus not really shocking. This is a meas-
ure of the cynicism that is prevalent about politi-
\ cians and their scruples. It is significant that the
11 members of parliament who have been caught
with their hands in the till, as it were, cut across
political parties: they are from the Congress, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal
and the Bahujan Samaj Party. Corruption, obvi-
ously knows no ideology, or what is worse, it is an
ideology by itself. The left parties are conspicuous
by their absence from the list of the tainted. The
| matter has been referred to an inquiry committee
but as a pro tem measure the speaker of the Lok
Sabha, Mr Somnath Chatterjee, has asked the 11
MPs not to attend parliament till the matter was
settled. Both the Congress and the BJP have also
taken the step of suspending these MPs from their
parliamentary parties. - 5 AL Gy et
This is not the first time that the phenomenon
of corrupt MPs has surfaced. But the scale of the
dishonesty is new and disconcerting. In other
countries too, including Britain, the same phe-
nomenon has been visible. What is frightening is
that only those who have been foolish enough tobe
caught on camera have been exposed. There is al-
ways the lingering suspicion that there other fish
who have not been caught in the net. Moreover,
the matter of probity in public life on the part of
MPs does not relate to their behaviour within the
House. MPs often abuse their power and position
outside the House. The dictum that even Caesar’s
wife should be above suspicion has all but disap-
peared from Indian political life. Two issues need
to be considered while discussing the lack of in-
tegrity of politicians. One is that with the deepen-
ing of democracy in India, people who are unawa-
re of the unwritten conventions of democracy are
entering politics. The other is that in general,
there has been a decline in ethical standards in so-
ciety. A society gets the politicians it deserves.
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ELEVEN MPs CAUGHT OZ CAMERA ACCEPTING ONWI FOR QUESTIONS

NEW DELHI, Dec. 12. —
A sensational cash-on-
camera expose showing 11

MPs — six from the BJP
and the rest from the BSP,
the Congress and the RJD
— taking bribes rocked
the political establishment
in the Capital today.

HOUSE OF SHAME

the BIP, the OOzmqamw and
the . BSP suspended the
accused MPs from their
parties.

An anguished Speaker,
Mr Somnath Chatterjee,
asked them to stay away
from the proceedings of the
House. “Nobody will be
spared. We shall certainly
respond to it in a manner

" that behoves us,” he said.

its dignity. Mr Shekhawat
also referred the matter to
the Ethics Committee for
“necessary action” and “its
recommendations for due
consideration by the Rajya
Sabha”. .
Acting swiftly on the
Chairman’s directive, the
Ethics Committee decided
to issue a notice to the BJP
member, Mr Lodha. “We

‘Suresh Chandel, BJP

29

pplA ot

Pradeep Gandhi, BJP

Anna Patil, BJP MP from

YG Mahajan, BJP MP

The sting operation The 10 Lok Sabha MPs are issuing a show-cause
caught the members of have been asked to submit notice to the member to  MP from Hamirpur, MP from Rajnandgaon, Erandol, Maharashtra, from Jaigaon
Parliament accepting mo- their explanations by Wed- reply within 48 hours,” the =~ Himachal Pradesh, took  Chhattisgarh, took Rs took Rs 45,000 to ask 15 Maharashtr .~ ok R:
ney from undercover nesday morning to an chairman of the Ethics Rs 30,000 to ask two 55,000 to ask five questions in LS - 35.000 3,10 s
reporters for raising plant-  inquiry committee set up Committee, Mr Karan  questions in LS ‘questions in LS ) »000 to ask 15

ed questions in the
Houses. The shocking TV
footage made waves across
the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha during the
day, stunned the Speaker
and the Chairman, and

by Mr Chatterjee.

Making this announce-
ment in the House, the
Speaker said the Com-
mittee, headed by Mr
Pawan Kumar Bansal, has
been asked to give its

Singh, said.

The sting operation —
reportedly involving 56
video and 70 audio tapes
besides recording more
than 900 phone calls — was
said to have been conduct-

severely embarrassed report by 4 p.m. on 21 ed over a ninemonth peri-
leaders and parties across December. od. The undercover re-
the political spectrum. “The Committee is porters, posing as represen-

The sting operation was
carried out by a news por-

authorised to follow its
own procedure. The report

tatives of a fictitious organ-
isation, the North Indian

questions in LS

tal, Cobrapost.com, in col- will be presented before Small Manufacturers Asso- S

laboration with Aaj Tak the House for its consider- ciation (Nisma), struck Naren

TV channel. It caught'Lok ation,” the Speaker said deals with these MPs to get xﬁﬁ“mxﬂﬁﬂq!v gx&n Wﬂuﬂw.:ﬂﬁﬂhxﬁ
Sabha members — Mr YG  making the suo motu state-  their questions raised in from Mirzapur, UP, took Rs 35,000 to k five
Mahajan, Mr Anna Patil, ment after consultations Parliament in exchange for Rs 55,000 to n.aw six uestions in MM ,

Mr Suresh Chandel, Mr with leader of the House, cash. Their Press note : q .

Pradeep Gandhi and Mr
Chandra Pratap Singh (all
BJP);, Mr Narendra
Kumar Kushwaha, Mr
Raja Ram Pal and Mr Lal
Chandra (all BSP); Mr

Manoj Kumar (RJD); and

Mr Ramsewak Singh
(Congress) — indulging in

. Advani,

Mr Pranab Mukherjee, the
Opposition leader, Mr LK
and leaders of
other political parties. “In
view of the extreme gravity
of the matter... all of them
have agreed with the course
of action 1 propose to
take,” said Mr Chatterjee.

claimed thdt each of these
MPs had been paid
between Rs 15,000 and Rs
1,10,000. Seyeral MPs also
wanted an “annual fee” of
Rs 5-6 lakh from the Nisma
to put in as many proxy
questions as the latter
wanted.

what virtually the entire Similarly,  the Rajya Echoing each other, the
political mvaEB called a Sabha Chairman, Mr BIP, the Congress and the
“disgrace” for the record.  Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, - wmw described the scandal

The lone Rajya Sabha took serious note of the as “shocking and disgrace-

member thus exposed was

scandal and said that the -
incident had undermined

“ful” while promising they
would take “stern action”

a:.wu,ua,:u inLs

Manoj Kumer-RJD MP

Mr Chbatra Pal: Singh
g #oavu_sams

Lodha (BJP), who hails the dignity of the Upper against the MPs, if 9@%

from Uttar Pradesh but House and that members are found m:.:w : four —.m mi»:o_‘. MP, took Rs Jharkhand, took R$ -

was elected from Orissa.  would have to think seri- acmuzo:b In 50,000 to ask five 1,10,000 to ask o.ﬂ:n
ously on how to maintain Ee-.a reports on page; a ] questions in LS n_cawaozm inls

Rattled @o expose,
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Speaker orders probe, says none will be spared

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Members across the
political spectrum have de-
manded stringent action, in-
cluding expulsion, against 11
Members of Parliament, who al-
legedly accepted money to raise
questions in Parliament as
shown by a television news
channel on Monday.

The Lok Sabha set up an in-
quiry committee to go into the
charges and submit a report by
4,00 p.m. on December 21 and
the Rajya Sabha referred the
case of its lone member to the
Ethics Committee.

MPs asked not to
attend session

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
told the House on Monday that
the 10 members were asked not
to attend the session until the
matter was looked into and a de-
cision taken.

They were asked to submit
their individual statement/ex-
planation on the allegations

made by television channel Aaj

Tak before 10.30 am.
Wednesday.

The members’ statement/ex-
planation would be placed be-
fore the inquiry committee that
would comprise Pawan Kumar
Bansal (Chairman-Congress),
Vijay Kumar Malhotra (Bharati-
ya Janata Party), Mohammed
Salim (Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist), Ram Gopal Yadav

on

13 DEC 2009

Lok Sabha Speaker.
Somnath ChatterJee

(Samajwadl Parly) and C Kup—
pusami (Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam).

The Comniittee, the Speaker
said, was authorised to follow its
own procedure and present the
report before the House for its
consideration,

The winter session of Parlia-
ment is scheduled to conclude
on December 23.

Earlier, the Speaker made a
statement as soon as the House

‘Gurudas Dasgupta

assembled. He said he discussed
the matter with leaders of differ-
ent parties, including Leader of
the House Pranab Mukherjee
and Leader of the Opposition
L.K. Advani and they agreed that
the matter was extremely seri-
ous if proved correct.

House is deeply
concerned, says Speaker

“I have no manner of doubt
that all sections of the House feel
deeply concerned about it. I
know that we should rise to the
occasion and we should see that
such an event does not occur ev-
er in future and if anybody is
guilty, he should be punished.
Nobody would be spared. We
shali certainly respond to it in a
manner which behoves us.”

Action demanded
at the earliest

Leaders of various parties de-
manded action at% iest.
S
what was shown was a reflection
on the parliamentary system.
Harin Pathak (BJP) expressed
anguish and announced that the
party had suspended its MPs in-
volved.

Mr. Bansal said it should be
ensured such acts were not re-
peated. Prabhunath Singh (Ja-
nata Dal-United) said the acts
had lowered the image of the
MPs.Basudeb Acharia (CPI-M)
said the incident had lowered
the dignity of the House.
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Practically no busi-
ness could be transacted in ei-
ther House of Parliament on
Monday as an unrelenting Op-
position disrupted proceedings,
demanding the resignation of
Congress president Sonia Gand-
hi as chairperson of the National
Advisory Council and Natwar
Singh from the Council of Minis-
ters over the Volcker Report is-
sue.

The Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha witnessed two quick ad-
journments amid slogan shout-
ing from across the floor before
the presiding officers in both
Houses decided to call it a day
after lunch. Amid noisy protests
by the Opposition members who
were objecting to the Enforce-
ment Directorate “whisking
away” the former Indian Ambas-
sador to Croatia, Aneil Mathra-
ni, from the airport on arrival,
Home Minister Shivraj Patil in-
troduced the Communal Vio-
lence (Prevention, Control and
Rehabilitation of Victims) Bill,
2005, in the Rajya Sabha.

While no business could be
transacted in the Lok Sabha in
the pre-lunch session — with
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee ad-
journing the House within min-
utes of it meeting twice after
rejecting an Opposition notice
for suspension of the question
hour — a few papers listed for the
day were laid on the table when
it met after lunch. However,
with the Opposition moving into
the well in protest, Deputy
Speaker Charanjit Singh Atwal
adjourned the House for the day.

Raising the issue as soon as
Rajya Sabha assembled in the
morning, Sushma Swaraj (Bha-
ratiya Janata Party) wanted to
know about Mr. Mathrani’s

(“Sonia, Natwar .
should quit”

Both Houses adjourned after lunch

\}Q
Ve

Y
\

X
N
o Demand for informati

about Mathrani's
whereabouts

o Patil introduces
Communal Violence
: B}l! in Rajya Sabha

whereabouts. She charged Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh with
being a silent spectator to the
Volcker issue.

The Opposition said the Prime
Minister had never travelled
abroad when the Parliament was
in session, except for meetings
such as SAARC. Stating that it
would not allow the House
function till he returned, the Op-
position wanted to know why
Mr. Natwar Singh had been
stripped of the External Affairs
portfolio and removed from the
Congress Steering Committee.

Later, briefing mediapersons,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Priyaranjan Dasmunsi said that
because of the Opposition’s in-
sistence on disrupting business,
the Lok Sabha could not take up
for discussion a calling attention
motion on the floods in Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka. Also, dis-
cussion and passage of impor-
tant legislation, including the
Disaster Management Bill, 2005,
was stalled.

According to Mr. Dasmunsi,
the Government had made it
clear to the Opposition in the
morning that it was prepared to
discuss any fresh issue pertain-
ing to the Volcker Report. “We
told the Opposition that if the
Chair allowed it, we were pre-
pared to respond to any fresh
issue under any rule except an
adjournment motion because
the same issue cannot be dis-
cussed under the same rule
twice.”

-
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 2. — After a
brief spell of calm, the explosive
Volcker report issue returned with
devilish force, acquiring a dramatic
twist from fresh allegations made
by the Indian envoy in Croatia and
forced adjournment of both
Houses of Parliament for the day
after completion of question hour.

The new twist to the issue came
from fresh allegations of corrup-
tion against Mr K Natwar Singh, in
the Iraqi oil-for-food scandal. Even
a statement from Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh that “no one
will go unpunished” failed to paci-
fy Opposition members.

The new charges against Natwar
Singh, contained in an interview to
a TV channel by Indian ambas-
sador to Croatia, Anil Mathrani,
led to pandemonium in the Lok
Sabha when it met for the day.

After a few minutes, the Speaker
ruled that he would allow members
to raise the issue after question
hour was over. The end of question
hour signaled return of trouble and
amidst din created by the BJP-led
NDA Opposition, the Speaker, Mr
Somnath Chatterjee, adjourned
the House till 12.30 p.m. It was
then adjourned to 2 p.m. The
Prime Minister made a statement
in the House when it resumed its
sitting but slogan-shouting by the
Opposition forced the Speaker to
adjourn the house till 3.30 p.m.

The Speaker then adjourned
the House for the day as the noisy
protest by the Opposition contin-
ued, clearly indicating they were
in no mood to let normal proceed-
ings go on. In the process, even
the Private Members’ Business
which was to begin at 3.30 p.m.
was given a go-by.

In a change of strategy, the
Opposition trained its guns on Ms
Sonia Gandhi in the wake of the sen-

o nEr

Volcker rocks ‘Parhame  again
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WINTER CHILL: The CPI's Mr Gurudas Dasgupta talks to BJP leader Mr Arun Jaitley outside Parliament on Friday. — PT!

Left criticises Opposition

sational disclosures by Mathrani.
They demanded that the Congress
president resign as chairperson of
the National Advisory Council,
which is a cabinet rank post.

Mr LK Advani, demanded that
Mrs Sonia Gandhi should resign
from the NAC as it is also a gov-
ernment post. With Mathrani’s
statements, the references to
Congress party were “no longer
unverified”; he argued.

Mr Advani contended that this
was because a member of the dele-
gation led by Mr Natwar Singh to
Iraq in 2001 has dismissed as “hog-
wash” the claim that Congress and
Natwar Singh had no knowledge
about the scam. Soon the Oppo-
sition MPs stormed the well of the
House shouting anti-Sonia slogans.
The treasury benches countered
with slogans against Mr Advani and
Mr George Fernandes. The
Speaker then adjourned the House
till 3.30 p.m. and for the day when it
reassembled only to face more fury
of the Opposition.

77{53?4 T

NEW DELHI, Dec. 2. - The Left
Parties today hit out at the BJP for dis-
rupting proceedings in Parliament over
new revelations in the Iraqi oil-for-food
scam. “We are not defending anyone in
this case. But Mr Paul Volcker has him-
self said the materials on which his report
was based were unverified. Can we hold
anyone guilty at this stage? Let the
inquiry (by Mr Justice Pathak) be over,”
CPI-M leader Mr Nilotpal Basu said.

Mr Basu along with another CPI-M
leader, Mr Rupchand Pal, wondered why
no FIR had been filed when the “entire
nation saw the then BJP president Mr
Bangaru Laxman receiving money”.

“Let the RS Pathak inquiry and the
Enforcement Directorate take note of
the fresh claims made in the scam, but
the BJP-led Opposition should not be

‘allowed to disrupt parliamentary pro-

ceedings on the issue,” Mr Basu said.
The Left leaders said the ambassador to
Croatia, Mr Anil Mathrani, should tes-
tify before the Pathak panel and “it is
for the inquiry committee to take cog-
nizance and decide on its authenticity™.

Natwar should quit, says CPI

The CPI today did a volte tace on the
continuance of beleaguered Mr K
Natwar Singh in the Union Cabinet say-
ing it would be “better” it he stepped
down to take the wind out of
Opposition's sails on the Iragi pay-off
scam, adds PTI. Party general-sceretary
Mr AB Bardhan said: “In view of latest
developments, ‘it will be better for Mr
Natwar Singh to step down. “It will take
the wind out of the sails of the malicious
campaign of the BIP who are holding
Parliament to ransom and are trying
without justification to escalate the
issue further...”
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Allies to Government’s defence

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Opposition-spon-
sored adjournment motion on
the allegations in the Volcker
Report was defeated in the Lok
Sabha on Monday, giving the
United Progressive Alliance
Government the much-needed
political breather.

During the eight-hour debate,
the Opposition had neither the
votes nor the arguments to carry
the day. The debate also saw the
allies extending enthusiastic
support to the Manmohan Singh
Government in a controversy
that has brought considerable
embarrassment to the Congress.
Ahead of the voice vote, the Sa-
majwadi Party and the Telugu
Desam Party staged a walkout
expressing dissatisfaction over
the Government’s response.

Advani unpersuasive

Leader of the Opposition L.K.
Advani opened the debate with a
surptisingly unpersuasive per-
formance. The initial reactions
of the Congress and the Govern-
ment did not enhance the repu-
tation of the country, he said and
admitted that had Congress
president Sonia Gandhi’s cate-
gorical statement on the issue
come earlier, the Opposition
may not have raised as many
questions.

While repeating the contents
of the Volcker report, Mr. Ad-
vani said the larger issue of con-
cern was the vulnerability of
politics, politicians and political
parties in the context of both the
report and the Mitrokhin Ar-
chives. He suggested the setting
up of an expert committee to ex-
amine the influence of foreign
money and how it could be con-
tained.

In this backdrop, Mr. Advani
said he could not understand the
Congress party’s unwillingness
to discuss the Mitrokhin Ar-
chives and urged the Speaker to

o Speaker urged to
examine the House of
Commons records

* Report unverified with no
proofs or substantfation,
says Chidambaram

examine the House of Commons
records that discussed the issue.

Finance Minister P. Chidam-
baram’s dexterous defence of
the Government forced Mr. Ad-
vani to concede that he could not
match the lawyer’s skills. In his
35-minute measured interven-
tion, Mr. Chidambaram reiterat-
ed the Government’s
commitment to punish anyone
found guilty and to table the re-
port of the Justice R.S. Pathak
Inquiry authority in Parliament
along with an action taken
report.

Dispelling doubts over ap-
pointing an inquiry authority in-
stead of a commission, Mr.
Chidambaram said Justice Path-
ak himself sought full powers
under the relevant section of the
Commission of Inquiry Act and
the Government did not place
any restrictions. “Justice Pathak
wanted complete flexibility to
have own rules and powers ... it is
a full-fledged commission of in-
quiry for all purposes,” he said
adding that if Justice Pathak
wanted any other power the
Government would give it.

Mr. Chidambaram said the re-
port was unverified with no
proofs or substantiation.

Earlier, Defence Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee rejected Mr. Ad-
vani’s request for tabling the
documents collected by Mr.
Dayal. The issue was also raised
by Leader of the Opposition Jas-
want Singh in the Rajya Sabha
with Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs Suresh Pachauri making
an observation similar to that of
Mr. Mukherjee.
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Govt locked in battle with Opposition as Dayalv heads home

Newly elected Congress MP Priya Dutt, daughter of the
late Sunil Dutt, at Parliament House on Thursday.
Picture by Rajesh Kumar

Housewarming

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, Nov. 24: The Op-
position today ignored the
government’s offer to discuss
the Iraqi oil-for-food contro-
versy and paralysed Parlia-
ment, demanding the resigna-
tion of Sonia Gandhi and Nat-
war Singh.

Both Houses were ad-
journed shortly after the win-
ter session opened, with NDA
members stalling proceedings
though the Lok Sabha agenda
included a discussion on their
adjournment motion.

“(The) Government is pre-
pared to discuss the Volcker
Committee report today and
now,” a statement released by
the Prime Minister’s Office
said.

The Opposition wouldn’t
relent, making it clear that
Parliament would not be al-
lowed to function till Sonia
stepped down as chairperson
of the National Advisory
Council and Natwar quit the
cabinet.

In the face of the Opposi-
tion onslaught, the govern-
ment decided to react with
counter-aggression. It would
go for a discussion on the Vol-
cker report in the Lok Sabha,
possibly on Monday, through
an adjournment motion, sub-
ject to it being in tune w1th
rules.

This means the NDA or
whoever serves the notice can-
not club two or more issues
with the main subject because

under the rules an adjourn-
ment motion is intended to
discuss issues of “immediate
public importance”.

The NDA had hoped to club
Volcker with other issues such
as alleged payoffs by foreign
agencies like the CIA and the
KGB — as revealed in the re-
cently published Mitrokhin
papers — to the Congress and
the Left.

Accusing the Opposition of
running away from the debate,
parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Priya Ranjan Das Munshi
said the government had
made the unprecedented ges-
ture of agreeing to hold a disc-
ussion under rule 184, which
calls for voting.

Das Munshi said the gov-
ernment was even prepared to
face an adjournment motion.
He cited rule 188 which disal-
lows debate on a subject under
inquiry. “Despite the matter
being inquired (into) by Jus-
tice R.S. Pathak, the govern-
ment agreed to have a debate,”
he said.

Speaker Somnath Chatter-
jee, who looked lost as the two
sides went for each other’s
throat, was keen on the debate
starting today itself, but the
NDA stalled the House.

An indication of a discus-
sion on the Volcker report
came after a meeting of the
business advisory committee
of the Lok Sabha in which the
government expressed its will-
ingness. The Rajya Sabha co-
mmittee meets tomorrow to

. with oil fight

take a decision.

Government sources said
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh might intervene in the
discussion, if necessary, and
finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram could be fielded as
the principal speaker.

Natwar Singh, who has re-
signed as external affairs min-
ister after being named an in-
direct beneficiary in the Vol-
cker report but continues in
the cabinet, should be given
a chance to speak, feels a sec-
tion in the Congress. But, a
cabinet minister explained,
the government believes:
“Ethically, since the matter is
before a committee, one
should not say anything that
will prejudice or influence the
committee.”

At best, he could make a
clarification, if it was sought.

It is believed that at today’s
BAC meeting, BJP representa-
tive VK. Malhotra was re-
minded of how the Vajpayee
government had refused to
even entertain suggestions to
discuss the Tehelka disclo-
sures in the House, invoking
rule 188.

Malhotra was told that the
Tehelka case was grounded in
India, while the boundaries of
the Volcker report went be-
yond its borders. Despite the
international “ramifications”
and rule 188, the government
was ready to discuss it. Even
aninquiry in the Tehelka case,
sources maintained, was insti-
tuted, “under great pressure”.

o
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“Sonia, Natwar should quit”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Demanding the resig-
nation of Sonia Gandhi as chair-
person of the United Progressive
Alliance and Natwar Singh from
the Union Council of Ministers,
the Opposition on Thursday
forced the adjournment of both
Houses of Parliament over the
Volcker Committee Report.
Though the issue was listed for
discussion in the Lok Sabha, the
Opposition said it would not re-
lent until the resignations were
tendered.

The issue came up as soon as
the proceedings began and saw
brief adjournments before the
presiding officers decided to call
it a day in the face of an un-
relenting Opposition, which first
wanted the Question Hour sus-
pended.

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee allowed
Bharatiya Janata Party deputy
leader V.K. Malhotra to refer to
his notice for suspension of the
Question Hour but refused to al-

lowitas the matterwaslisted for
discussion immediately
afterwards.

Much of what transpired was
lost in the din that followed. Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister Pri-
yaranjan Dasmunsi objected to
Mr. Malhotra digressing from
his notice as the BJP leader took
the names of Ms. Gandhi and
Mr. Singh in his intervention. In
the notice submitted by Mr.
Malhotra and Santosh Gangwar
(BJP), no names have been men-
tioned.

1 As  Opposition members
| trooped into the well, the Speak-

Vo

er adjourned the House for 20
minutes. But within minutes of
its meeting again, he called it a
day as the Opposition said the
“House will not function till they
resign” despite Mr. Dasmunsi
asking: “Why don’t you want a
discussion, we are ready.”

Mr. Chatterjee said: “Since
many Opposition members are
determined not to let the House
run, I am adjourning the House
for the day.”

While Ms. Gandhi was present
in the House through it all, Mr.
Singh — whose continuance as
Minister without Portfolio was
questioned by the Opposition —
did not attend.

In the Rajya Sabha, Leader of
the Opposition Jaswant Singh
demanded a discussion on the
Volcker Report and a CBI probe.
Replying, Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Suresh
Pachauri said the Government
was ready for a discussion in
whatever form allowed by the
Chairbut objected to suspension
of the Question Hour without
notice being given.

Chairman Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat said the Opposition
had raised several sensitive is-
sues and he would have to exam-
ine their admissibility. Not
satisfied with his stand, Opposi-
tion members stood up and
started raising slogans.

The noisy scenes continued
for 15 minutes, resulting in an
adjournment for 45 minutes.

The situation was no better
when the House reassembled
with Deputy Chairman K. Rah-
man Khan in the Chair.
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Volcker heat in winter session

T ALY
OPPOSITION TO MOVE ADJOURNMENT MOTION IN PARLIAMENT

Cong pads
up to play
on front foot

SARO) Nagi
New Delhi, November 23

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 23

THE NDA will move an adjourn-
ment motion in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday against the government
— on the issue of alleged receipt of
money by the Congress from CIA,
KGB and from the Iraqi oil deals
demanding registration of CBI
case — on the basis of the
Mitrokhin Papers and the Volcker
report. !

A meeting of senior NDA lead-
ers presided by former Prime Min-
ister A. B. Vajpayee also decided to
press for the resignation of Natwar
Singh as Union minister and Sonia
Gandhi as chairperson of National
Advisory Council. -

They did not rule out blocking
business in both Houses of Parlia-
ment if the motion was not accept-
ed, BJP’s deputy leader in Lok Sab-
ha Vijay Kumar Malhotra said. “We
will demand an adjournment mo-
tion condemning the sale of the
country by the Congress party as
substantiated by the Moynihan re-
port, the Mitrokhin archives and the
Volcker Committee report,” he said
after the 30-minute long meeting. °

In the Rajya Sabha, the NDA
would move a notice under Rule 167
seeking a debate on the issue. “We
are demanding only an open debate
and we will press for it till the gov-
ernment accepts our demand.”

The NDA meeting was attended
among others by Leader of Opposi-
tion L K Advani, NDA convenor
George Fernandes, senior BJP
leaders Jaswant Singh and Sushma
Swaraj besides leaders of various .
NDA constituents.

Advani referred to the Mitrokhin
Archives and the Volcker Report
and asked the members to effective-
ly voice their concern over the in-
fluence of foreign interests on po-
litical parties.

He also said the “deteriorating”
internal security situation, particu-
larly the bomb blasts in Delhi and
Srinagar should also be raised in
Parliament.

THE CONGRESS and the Left see of-
fence as the best form of defence in
the face of the BJP-NDA's proposed
adjournment motions for a parlia-
mentary debate on the Mitrokhin
papers (which alleged that the Con-
gress and the CPI received KGB
money) and the Volcker report
(naming Natwar Singh and the Con-
gress in the Iraqi oil deal).

“If a book has to be discussed,
then there should be a debate on oth-
er books and allegations, including
Vishnu Baghwat’s (against George
Fernandes over Kargil), Balraj
Madhok’s (against A.B. Vajpayee)
and Hersh’s (against Morarji Desai)
along with others relating to the
VHP-RSS’ funding....” said a senior
minister, warning that the ruling
combine too could indulge in mud-
raking.

Even as the issue threatened to
disrupt Thursday’s proceedings, the
Congress dismissed as “fictional”
the former KGB agent’s book and
maintained that “fiction” cannot be
debated in the House.

Asked about it, Lok Sabha Speak-
er Somnath Chatterjee said: “It is a
book. Whether we can allow a dis-
cussion on it is a point I have to take
a decision....” He, however, said he
has no objection to a discussion on
the Volcker report.

But if the Congress’ threat to
raise dirt on the Opposition is
meant to douse the JD(U)-BJP-
NDA’s aggressiveness—heightened
by its Bihar victory—the Left, too,
has turned on the heat on the saf-
fron camp by demanding that the
probe into the Volcker report should
include the oil deals of the Vajpayee
era. If the government is willing to
discuss the oil deal controversy “un-
der any rule,” there is no indication
yet whether Singh would be allowed
to make a statement on the subject.

Parliament condoles KRN

Both Houses of Parliament were ad-
journed on the opening day of the
winter session on Wednesday after
paying tributes to former President
K.R. Narayanan. The MPs also con- Quizzed on it during an interac-
doled the deaths of a sitting mem- 7 : q tion with journalists, the Speaker
ber and former members of both PTI  said he hasn’t so far received any re-
the Houses. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on his way to Parliament on Wednesday. quest from Singh.
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to rock win
\g;y““

Our Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 20 NOVEMBER

vote on Iran, Supreme Court judgment

on Bihar Assembly dissolution and even
the outcome of the elections there are likely to
be some of the issues which will bring the Man-
mohan Singh government in the Opposition’s
line of fire when the winter session of Parlia-
ment begins on Wednesday.

By the time the two Houses of Parliament re-
surne their proceedings, the Bihar Assembly poll
verdict would have been out. With all exit polis
tilting in favour of Nitish
Kumar, the Opposition is
likely to renew its assault
on the government.

The monsoon session,
which drew to a close in
end-August, had seen the
government warding off
with relative ease the
challenge thrown by a
battered Opposition. The
BJP was then a comiplete-
ly divided house, led by a
president who had lost
the confidence of his juniors, and the RSS fol-
lowing skirmish over the Jinnah issue. Unable
to put its own house in order, the BJP catapult-
ed meekly before the ruling combine.

But the developments in the interim have the
potential of redrawing this equation. Even be-
fore the first phase of the staggered Bihar As-
sembly polls could be held, the Supreme Court
delivered a severe blow to the UPA government
by terming its decision to recommend the disso-
lution of the Assembly “unconstitutional.”

The order not just came as a huge embarrass-
ment to the Manmohan Singh government, but
also handed out another electoral plank to the
NDA. The BJP-JD(U) combine saw the apex
court verdict as a vindication of its stand that its
attempts to form a popular government in the

T HE Volcker committee revelations, IAEA

ter §95810h

AR
state had béen thwarted by the p. tehtly uncon-
stitutional reflexes of governor Bijta Singh and
the UPA government.

While the impact of the Supreme Court judg-
ment was to be felt the most in Bihar, the bomb-
shell dropped by the Independent Inquiry Com-
mittee on the oil-for-food programme (more
popularly, the Volcker committee report), gave
the Opposition a political mileage.

The revelation that the Congress party and
external affairs minister Natwar Singh were
among the beneficiaries of Saddam Hussain’s
largesse, brought cheer to the Opposition camp.
Armed with the disclosures, the BJP mounted a
vicious attack on the UPA
government and Congress
president Sonia Gandhi.
The party drew first blood
when the government, af-
ter an initial phase of reluc-
tance, booted a rebelliouy,
Natwar Singh out of thyz
ternal affairs ministry.

With the Left backing Mr,
Singh in his shrill campaign
which, at one stage, had
threatened to put Indiaona
confrontationist course
with the US, the entire Opposition was all
charged up.

If Mr Lalu Prasad Yadav loses Bihar, as all exit
polls have predicted, the government’s floor
managers in Parliament will have a lot to worry
about. They would also be wary of the outcome
of the IAEA vote on Iran. The Left has threat-
ened that the government would have to pay a
heavy price if it goes along with the US and the
European nations.

The prospect of a Left-government confronta-
tion on the issue is something being relished by
the BJP and its allies. With the government’s for-
eign policy mandarins dropping enough hints to
suggest that it would not make an about turn on :
the issue, the NDA is looking forward to adding |
its bit to the government's discomfiture. |
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"HOUSES’ RIGHT TO FRAME LAWS: SPEAKER<

MPs resent
CJI rem

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. — The Supreme
Court’s stinging outburst against the gov-
ernment drew sharp reactions from mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha today, with MPs
describing the. court’s remarks as “un-
called for” and “very unfortunate”. The
Speaker and the government spoke of
avoiding a confrontation with the judicia-
ry but asserted Parliament’s power to
frame laws.

The Speaker, Mr Somnath Chatterjee,
allowed an impromptu discussion on the
Chief Justice’s remarks, ticking off the
government for critically commenting on
the Supreme Court’s recent judgment,
ruling out government reservation in pri-
vate, unaided educational institutions.

Taking umbrage at the CJI’s remarks,
the members said the judiciary should
“not cross the Lakshman rekha” while
holding that they were not for any con-
frontation between the legislature and
the judiciary.

The Speaker was against creating an
“avoidable controversy”, but made it
clear that Parliament was “not giving up
its rights to make laws”. ’

Mr Chatterjee said: “A legislative body
has its own rights and Parliament, as the
supreme legislative body, surely will act
according to its rights under the
Constitution. Similarly, the courts have
their own rights to function in their own
sphere without any interference.”

The Speaker, however, acknowledged

_ that it was the “undoubted right” of the
court to “construe” the laws passed by
Parliament.

Mr Chatterjee pointed out that several
pieces of legislations passed by Parliament
had been declared “ultra vires™ by courts.
“What is important is that there should be
a harmonious relationship between major

g ()(}V\AJ\Q

fﬁ\g

Domestic violence Bill

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. — The Lok Sabha today
unanimously passed a landmark Bill to protect
women from all forms of
domestic violence and to
check the harassment and
exploitation by family
members or relatives.’
Winding up a two-day
discussion on the Protection
of Women from Domestic Violence Bill, 2005,
minister of state for HRD Ms Kanti Singh said
the government would also bring in a piece of
iegislation to check sexual exploitation of women
in the workplace. — SNS

Details on page 5

constitutional bodies like the legislature
and the judiciary and nothing should be
done or said Wthh may create an avoid-
able controversy.”

According to the Speaker, the Supreme
Court’s observations yesterday were not
part of any judgment. “Therefore, we are
only requesting ourselves that we should
not do or say anything which may be mis-
understood. But we are not giving up our
right to make laws according to constitu-
tional provisions, which the Supreme
Court will have power, no doubt, to con-
strue at the appropriate time.”

The leader of the House, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, said: “There has been no
confrontation of any kind and there is no
occasion to express anguish on account of
any legislative action.”

Mr Mukherjee said as far as the gov-
ernment’s stand was concerned, he would
like to make it clear that “the indepen-
dence of the judiciary is the foundation of
our demoecracy and rule of law”. He
added: “We also recognise that the legis-
lature has to perform its duties to trans-
late into actlon the programmes of the
government.”

nh*
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH} 24 AUGUST

HE Supreme Court’s re-

I fusal to have the judidiary

attuned to the agenda of

the political class on Wednesday

drew sharp reaction. Members of

. Parliament termed the court'’s

outburst on the issue of reserva-

tion in private and professional
colleges as “very unfortunate.”

While the members made ex-

Mind Your Job,
Speaker Tells:
Judiciary'*

travagant claims in the name of
public interest to justify their an-
gry response, Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee asserted that “we are
not giving up our rights to make
laws.” Describing Tuesday’s re-
marks of Chief Justice RC Lahoti
on the issue as “very unfortu-
nate”, “unprecedented” and “un-
called for”, the members con-
tended that while they did not
want any confrontation between
the legislature and the judidary,
the court should “not cross the
lakshman rekha.”

Inan obvious reference to Jus-
tice Lahoti’s critical remarks
about “unwanted criticism” the
apex court has been subjected to
forits ruling on the reservation of
seats in private institutions,
leader of the House and the

~D

Unijon defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee said: “There has been
no confrontation of any kind and
there is no occasion to express
anguish on account of any leg-
islative action.”

The Speaker said: “Legislature
has its own rights and Parlia-
ment, as the supreme legislative
body, surely will act according to
its rights under the Constitution,
Similarly, the courts have their
own rights to function in their
own sphere without any interfer-
ence and nobody can interfere.”
He said it was the “undoubted
right” of the court to construe the
laws passed by Parliament. Thus,
many laws passed by Parliament
are being dedared ultra vires and
it was binding on everybody.

“What is important is that

there should be a harmonious re-
lationship among major Consti-
tutional organisations like the
Legislature and the Court and
nothing should be done or said
which may create an avoidable

controversy,” he said.What
struck the Speaker was that the
observations made by SC were
not in any judgement and was
expression of certain views with
regard to what may have hap-
pened inside the House.




No conflict .
with court,”"
say MPs

“Parliament is well within its
rights to enact legislation”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday held a discussion on
the Supreme Court’s observa-
tions made on Tuesday, with the
Government - and members
stressing that there was no con-
frontation between Parliament
and the judiciary:

(The court expressed its dis-
pleasure over the Centre and
others criticising a seven-judge
Bench judgment abolishing gov-
ernment quotas and reservation
in private, unaided colleges.)

Underlining the need for alaw
to provide reservation in ensur-
ing social justice, the members
said while the courts had the
right to interpret the law, Parlia-
ment was within its rights to en-
act legislation. Leaders of
political parties across the spec-
trum took part in the discussion.

“There has been no confron-
tation of any kind and there is no
occasion to express anguish on
account of any legislative ac-
tion,” said Defence Minister and
Leader of the House Pranab
Mukherijee.

“We are proud that we have an
independent judiciary, which
has been assigned the task of in-
terpreting the laws and the Con-
stitution. The Government
recognises that proper respect is
to be shown to judicial pronoun-
cements,” Mr. Mukherjee said.

At the same time, it recog-
nised that the legislature had to
perform its duties to translate

<
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government programmes into
action; on occasions when the
interests of the nation demand-
ed that laws be made to carry
forward social and economic
programmes, the Government
enacted laws keeping in view the
judgments of the apex court.

Special procedure

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
said he allowed the issue to be
raised, and not to comment on
the remarks of the Supreme
Court, following a request from
members. The special procedure
was adopted only for the day and
the matter should be dealt with
caution.

Mr. Chatterjee said the legis-
lature had its own rights and
Parliament, as the supreme leg-
islative body, would surely act
according to its rights under the
Constitution. Similarly, the
courts had their own rights to

function in their sphere without
interference; and nobody could
interfere.

Many laws passed by Parlia-
ment were declared ultra vires
and the ruling was binding on
everybody. Therefore, he said, it
was important to have harmo-
nious relationship between the
legislature and the court and
nothing should be done or said
which could create an avoidable
controversy, he said.

More reports on Page 12
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NEW DELHI,
Parliament today witnessed one of
_the most momentous occasions since ¢
Independence as the Lok Sabha

Aug. 23. —

passed the -ambitious, landmark
National  Rural Employment
Guarantee Bill. The bill seeks to give
100 days of employment a year to
“each rural household in the country.

Before the Bill was passed, the

House received with thumping of
desks, the government’s promise for
a similar Bill to cover the urban
poor. The Bill was. passed with 52
‘official amendments that expanded
the scope of the historic rural welfare
measure to cover a wider population
than was originally intended. It also
deleted the word “poor” from the
definition of rural households eligi-
ble for coverage.

Replyinig to a marathon, emotion-

filled two-day discussion, the rural.

development minister, Mr Raghu-

EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS

Nod for rur'l B
in Lok Sabhq

vansh Prasad Smgh said the scheme
would go a long way in changing the
face of rural India that encompasses

80 per cent of the population. He -

said the measure assured a mmimum

" one- -third reservatlon for women.

- The Bill was moved last Thursday.
The UPA chairperson, Ms Sonia

Gandhi, in her spirited speech had
described the Bill as the cornerstone
of the UPA’s agenda for social trans-
formation. The House sat close to
midnight yesterday to complete the
discussion which saw participation
by scores of members.

- The National Rural Employment

Guarantee Bill, 2004, was passed by

the House by a voice vote after
rejecting some Opposition amend-
ments. These were moved by the
BJP’s Mr VK Mathotra and others,
some of whom, however, did not

press ‘for their amendments and

withdrew them.

Mr Singh also promised that the

government would provide an‘equiv-

il

W?

alent amount as unemployment
allowance if it failed to provide the
promised job. “The government will
soon take up another bill to remove
urban poverty by ensuring employ-

- ment - in-- urban area&~~he said, .

amidst thumping of désks.

The original provision in the Bill
seeking to restrict the benefit to only
those under the Below Poverty Line
was removed through one of the 16
amendments that the government
had moved. These were incorporated
in the Bill qn the basis of the recom-
mendations of the National Advisory
Commiittee, headed by Ms Sonia
Gandhi, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee, headed by Kalyan Singh

‘and a Group of Ministers (GoM).

First introduced in Parliament in
December. 2004, the Bill was referred
to a Standing Committee following
reservations expressed on certain pro-

_visions, mainly the Left Parties. Their

main objection was to the provision
restricting the purview of the Bill to
families under BPL.

-
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NEW DELHI Aug. 22. — A land-
mark Bill that seeks to deter domes-
tic violence in -all forms against
women by providing for punishment
up to one year in jail for culprits, was
today introduced in the Lok Sabha.
The protectlon of women from
.domestic violence Bill, 2005, intro- |
duced by minister of state for HRD,
E‘r Kanti Singh, defines the expres-
ion ‘domestic violence® to include
ctual abuse or threat of abuse that
takes into account physical, sexual,
verba.i(cnmtmnal or economic vio-
objects and" reasons of the. Bill,
harassment by way of unlawful -

2

LS discuss fs domest

violence

‘7(\« $ i e m n dedt')%\gte to pass protection orders in

" NEW DELHI, Aug 22.—The ongoing -
monsoon session of Parliament has been
extended till 30 August, according to the
secretariats of both the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha; The session, which was
scheduled to end on 25 August, will now
continue for two more days — 29 and 30
August — to.complete the transaction of
“heavy parliamentary business”. It was
also said that faced with criticism from the
Left parties and the BJP over *shoddy ma-
nagement of Parliament’s business” by the
Congress-led UPA government, the*Centre
demded to extend the session. — SNS

*"'dowry demands would also ‘be cav-
ered under this definition.
" The measure empowers a magis-

1 MG 7005

favour of the aggrieved person to
prevent the respondent from aiding
or committing an act of domestic
violence or any other specified act.
- Breach of protecthm order by the
respondent shall be. pn offence, pun-
ishable with 1mpr1s6nment which
may extend to one year or fine which
‘may extend to Rs QOOOG or with
both. The magistrate can prevent
~the ‘respondent from .entering a
workplace or any other place fre-
quented by the aggrieved person,
attempting to communicate with
her, isolating any assgts used by both
the parties ang causing violence to
the aggrieved persdn, her Wl iVes
or others who provide her as mtaﬁce
from domestlc wolence : ~
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Parliament voices concern over ;¢
death sentence to Indian in Pakistan

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: Parliament on Mon-
day voiced concern over the
death sentence awarded to an
Indian national in Pakistan for
his alleged involvement in bomb
blasts there, saying it was a case
of mistaken identity and New
Delhi should urgently take up
the matter with Islamabad.
Raising the issue in both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha,
members said that Manjit Singh,
the man sentenced to death, was
actually Sarabjit Singh from Am-
ritsar. The issue was taken up by
Avinash Rai Khanna (BJP) and
Ratan Singh Ajnala (Shiromani

PR K f\ﬂi «f'

Chatterjee to say that the Gov-
ernment should take appropri-
ate action.

In the Rajya Sabha, the issue
was raised by BJP member S.S.
Ahluwalia, who found support
from members cutting across
party lines. He said 550 Indians
were languishing in Pakistani
jails and demanded that efforts
be made by the Government to
seektheirrelease.

Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Suresh Pachauri
said he would convey the senti-
ments of the members to Exter-
nal Affairs Minister K. Natwar
Singh. Chairman Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat wanted the Govern-
ment to inform the House about
the state of Indians in Pakistani
jails.

,‘.' :\l .
e,

Consular access sought

B. Muralidhar Reddy reports
from Islamabad:

India has asked Pakistan to
provide consularaccess to Sarab-
jit Singh whose death sentence
for spying has been upheld by the
Pakistan Supreme Court.

Officials in the Indian High
Commission said the request for
consularaccess wasalso made for
100 other Indian prisoners
lodged in different jails of Pakis-
tan. “The request was made be-
fore the Pakistan Supreme Court
upheld the death sentence. We
have notheard anything from the
Government so far. There is no
truthinreportsinasectionofthe
media about India taking up the
matter of Sarabjit Singh in recent

days,” an official in the mission
said.

Mr. Singh, a resident of the
border village of Bikhiwind in
Punjab, went missing in August
1990. According to his family
members, he inadvertently
strayed across the border into
Pakistan and was taken into cus-
tody after being mistaken for an
agent of the Research and Analy-
sis Wing (RAW). He was accused
of masterminding bomb blasts in
Lahore. A Pakistani court hand-
ed Mr.Singh —whomitidentified
as a RAW agent Manjit Singh —a
death sentence, which was up-
held by the apex court last week.

Another report on Page 12
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~~ NANAVATI § Left, SP MPs protest as Tytler slams riots report

\-Opp walks out on Tytler

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18

ORMER
minister  Jagdish
Tytler's  defiant
statement in the
Lok Sabha today criticising
the Nanavati Commission for
naming him in connection
with the 1984 anti-Sikh car-
nage not only impelled the
Opposition to walk out of the
House but also brought forth
strong protests from Left and
Samajwadi Party members:
Congress MPs, too, looked
distinctly uncomfortable as

union

* Tytler’s speech threatened to

undo the damage control that

‘My name was dragged In’

had been achieved by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
unconditional apology for the

. 1984 violence.

As soon as Tytler rose to
speak, Akali Dal MPs staged
anoisy walkout but the rest of
the Opposition stayed behind.

Butas Tytler began defending
himself—insisting that all pre-
vious inquiries had negated
the allegations against him—
other constituent members of
the NDA alsowalked out. -
Undeterred by the protests,
Tytler insisted that he had had
nothing to do with the 1984 vi-
olence and repeated much of
what he had said to the media
when the Nanavati report was
tabled earlier this month.
And then in a direct attack
on the Commission, he said,
“For reasons best known to

- the Commission, the Com-

mission found it fit to drag my
name, unnecessarily, merely
to give credence to baseless

and vile accusations, arranged
by my adversaries.”

He described the accusa-
tions against him as “bizarre”
on the grounds that “the blood
in my veins is from a Sikh-
Kapoor family” and that his
brother had married into a
Sikh family.

After the Prime Minister
told the Lok Sabha that cases

“wouldbe re-investigated, “my

conscience guided me to put
inmy resignation,” he said.
The tone and tenor of his
statement—allowed by the
Speaker under Rule 199—ap-
peared toirk several members

but their comments werg
struck off the record.’ /

7



put an end

épeaker wants t
ellous article

to debate o 9/11b

1dont gwe my fnsent ..I treat the matter as closed’

HT Correspondent ~
New Dethi, August 18

LOK SABHA Speaker Somr&th Chat-

terjee on Thursday ruled that the issue
of privilege raised by several members
against the “grossly libellous” article
in a newspaper be treated as closed.

“T don’t give my consent as request-
ed by members and I treat this mat-
ter as closed, of course with the
observation that, in future, re-
ckless and contumacious con-
duct indulged in by whosoever
may be, will be dealt withinan 3
appropriate manner, to pre-
serve and enhance the dignity !
of the highest public forum in
our country”, he warned in a
four-page statement in the Lok
Sabha. The House heard the
Speaker in hushed silence.

The privilege notice under
Rule 222 against the Pioneer
newspaper that carried the co-
ntentious article in its August
7, 2005, issue had been pressed
by Ramji Lal Suman (SP) and
supported by several others
from the non-BJP parties on
August 12 in the Lok Sabha.

Referring to the disapproba-
tion by large sections of the
House of the contents of the im-
pugned article, the Speaker said

2

that it clearly indicated that, in their
opinion, the publication was grossly
contumacious and “a deliberate af-
front to this Honourable House”,
whereby gross breach of privilege had
been committed. Chatterjee said sub-
mission by members had been made
with considerable force and justifica-

tion for reference of the matter to the
Committee of Privilege. “However, to
my mind, in view of the condemnation

. on the floor of the House and, since it

will be beneath the dignity of this
great institution to take further note of
the motivated imputations in the im-
pugned article, I don’t give my consent
to the privilege motion as requested”,
he ruled. Chatterjee observed that the
position in law was beyond any doubt
and to anyone concerned with the Par-
liamentary system the impugned arti-
cle not only reeked of malice, but was
also highly contumacious in its con-
ception and in its contents.

“The write-up deliberately accuses
the Speaker of partiality and reflects
on his actions as Speaker, which amo-
unts to gross breach of privilege of the

Speaker and also of the House”, he
said. Without naming the BJP that
had contended that freedom of the
Press should not tampered with
and the Speaker was not above
criticism, Chatterjee informed
the House that he had not
claimed any immunity from
any bona fide criticism.
\ He asserted that free-
S dom of the Press also en-
: compassed fundamental
duties that called for sho-
wing respect to others and
responsible behaviour.

19 A6 2nps
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IsLS Speaker
above scruti ﬂ

Our Political Burea

NEW DELHI 12 AUGUST

HE Lok Sabha was adjourned for some 20

minutes this afternoon after the treasury

benches and the BJP crossed swords with
each other on the issue of slapping privilege notice
against a newspaper columnist for casting doubts
about the Speaker’s impartiality.

The issue generated a lot of heat during Zero
Hour, as angry BJP members entered into a verbal
duel with the Samajwadi
Party MPs, who were
backed by the Left, RID,
Congress and the JD(U)’s
Prabhunath Singh. At one
point, it appeared as if the
spat would transform itself
into a full-blown con-
frontation, with the RJD’s Ram Kripal Yadav ad-
vancing menacingly towards the well of the House,
gesticulating wildly at the BJP benches. Sensing
trouble looming ahead, Speaker Somnath Chatter-
jee adjourned the House for some 20 minutes.

The Speaker, who gave his ruling on the subject,
met leaders of various parties during the break. He's
now scheduled to give another ruling on Tuesday.
The NDA has, meanwhile, convened a meeting of
its leaders to discuss the issue.

The article ‘Speaker asks for trouble’, interesting-
ly, appeared in a local daily five days ago. Thus
when Samajwadi Party MP Ramjilal Suman chose
totalk about it on the floor of the House on Friday, it
left many in the Lok Sabha bewildered. “The

Speaker’s powers have been challenged by the arti-

Din In House Over Media

Article Criticising
Somnath’s Observations

de. It levels serious allegations
against the Speaker,” he said, de-
mandmg that the matter be re-

ke. Having concluded his argu-
ment, he egged on his' party
colleagues as well as the Left
members to join in the debate.
The BJP members, led by their
deputy leader Vijay Kumar Mal-
{ hotra, protested. Amid the din,
the Speaker handed out his rul-
ing. “Iam thankful to you for rais-
| ingthe matter. Thave also read the
article,” Mr Chatterjee  said,
adding, “Ifeel that there are some
people who pay lip sexvice to par-
jmmentary democracy, but try
their best to denigrate this great
institution. We need not take no-
tice of all irresponsible and imma-
ture utterances made out of frus-
tration and desperation. I treat all
motivated insinuations with the
contempt they deserve and I close
the matter.”

His ruling, however, failed to
pacify the treasury benches who
had by now received support from
an unexpected quarter, the
JD(UY's Prabhunath Singh.

Mr Malhotra said: “I'd request
you to convene an all-party meeting to discuss the
issue. The Speaker has on a few occasions criticised
Supreme Court rulings. How is it that we cannot
question the Speaker’s rulings? In our Constitution,
there are provisions which allow us to move a no-
confidence motion against the Speaker and seek ac-
tion against him. Besides, it also entails the'question
of freedom of press. Don’t take us back to the emer-
gency days.”

“If the Supreme Court judgements can be criti-
cised, if the President can be criticised, if the Election
Commission can be pillo-
ried day in and out by the
RID, why is it that the
Speaker’s ruling cannot be
criticised?” Mr Malhotra
wondered before reporters
later on Friday.

Citing various instances
and statistics, the article in question made a strong
case for a sense of fair play in the Speaker’s conduct
in the House. “Is Comrade Somnath Chatterjee
guided by Westminster conventions or the codes of
the erstwhile Supreme Soviet? Since assuming of-
fice, Chatterjee has not been inclined to “stand
aside’ temporarily from politics,” the article stated,
referring to the Speaker’s observations on various
subjects, including Supreme Court orders.

“Having journeyed from Indira Gandhi’s ‘com-
mitted’ bureaucracy and judidiary to the outra-
geous realities of ‘committed’ governors, it may
only be evolutionary for India to encounter the de-
lights of a committed Speaker. Certainty, Mr Chat-
terjee has done nothing to foster the belief that he is
economical with his opinions,” it further said.



Parliament .~

-

work stalled

Opposition seeks action against

those named in

New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI: Parliament was ad-
journed on Tuesday after irate
Opposition members stalled
proceedings in both Houses de-
manding an immediate discus-
sion on the  Nanavati
Commission report and the Gov-
ernment’s Action Taken Report
(ATR).

The All-India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, the Telu-
gu Desam Party and the Samaj-
wadi Party joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Akali
Dal in demanding action against
those named in the Nanavati re-
port.

The Opposition went on the
offensive after the presiding offi-
cers, on the occasion of the 63rd
anniversary of the Quit India
Movement, made a brief refer-

ence to “the watershed event in

India’s struggle for freedom”
and the members observed si-
lence.

“Suspend question hour”

The Lok Sabha was adjourned
for the day soon after, as Vijay
Kumar Malhotra (BJP) sought
the suspension of question hour
to discuss the Nanavati report.
As soon as he mentioned “Nana-
vati,” Congress members were
on their feet with some counter-
ing the criticism of the anti-Sikh
riots of 1984 with what hap-
pened in Gujarat in 2002,

Though Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee said he appreciated
the concern of the members and
would allow a discussion, his re-
mark failed to end the impasse
and the Opposition — led by the
Akali Dal members — moved in-
to the well, waving the morning
newspapers.

As the Opposition made it

~clear at a leaders’ meeting earli-
er that it would not relent, the
Chair adjourned the House.

Newspapers waved

The Rajya Sabha was ad-
journed twice after the BJP and
Akali Dal members trooped into
the well raising slogans and de-
manding the resignation of the

Nanavati report

o Government must resign:
Akali Dal

e AIADMK, TDP, SP back
BJP demand

o Congress role in riots
shameful: Sushma Swaraj

o Not satisfied with Chair's
ruling in Rajya Sabha

United Progressive Alliance
Government. Akali members
V.S. Bajwa and Raj Mohinder
Singh Majitha waved newspa-
pers, and demanded an immedi-
ate discussion on the Nanavati
report and criminal action
against those named in it.

In the din that followed, Sush-
ma Swaraj (BJP) was heard say-
ing Sikhs were massacred in
1984 and those responsible were
in power now.

It was “unfortunate and
shameful” that the Congress,
which played an important role
during the freedom struggle, was
responsible for the massacre of
more than 3,000 Sikhs during
the 1984 riots. _ ‘

Chairman Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat said the House had
on Monday decided that the
Commission report and the ATR
be taken up for discussion any-
day but if the members so desir-
ed, it could be taken up even on
Tuesday.

Dissatisfied with this ruling,
the BJP members moved into
the well, shouting slogans.

Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Suresh Pachou-
ri and Congress member Anand
Sharma tried to counter the Op-
position allegations but much of
what they said was lost in the
din.

As the uproar continued, Mr.
Shekhawat adjourned the House
within 10 minutes.

More reports on Page 12
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Speaker, Left
corner Mamata

NEW DELHI, Aug. 5. — Lok Sabha
Speaker Mr Somnath Chatterjee today
described the charges voiced against him
by Trinamul Congress chief Miss Mamata
Banerjee as “grossly defamatory insinua-
" tions”. )

She alleged that Mr Chatterjee had not
allowed her to raise the issue of illegal
migrations by Bangladeshis into West
Bengal because of his political affiliation.
“l wish to repudiate categorically and
with all the authority of the Chair and
with all sincerity the reprehensible insin-
uation that my decision was. prompted by
political considerations,” Mr Chatterjee
said in a statement when the House met
for the day.

Miss Banerjee was not present when
the Speaker said this.

He regretted that a “somewhat one-
sided report has been given in some quar-
ters, raising questions about the impar-
tiality of the Chair in dealing with the
issue desired to be raised by an hon-
ourable member”. His comments come
in the wake of the incident yesterday

when Miss Banerjee flung a sheaf of

papers at Deputy Speaker Mr Charanjit
Singh Atwal and submitted her resigna-
tion that was later rejected on the
grounds that it had not been given in the

proper way.

Mr Chatterjee, however, said he tad

not asked for any apology from Miss
Banerjee for her conduct. “I have not
asked for any apology. I have said yester-
day it is entirely for her. If she had said
something, it would have probably added
to her stature,” he told reporters.

The Left parties and the BJP have
Jocked horns over the issue. While CPI
MPs gave a notice of privilege motions in
the Lok Sabha seeking unqualified apol-

o,
3 «

-,

&
ogy from Miss Banerjee, BJP national
spokesman, Mr Prakash Javdekar, who
was in Kotkata today, said the Left par-
ties had no moral right to criticise the
Trinamul chief.

Raising the issue shortly after question
hour, Mr Gurudas Dasgupta of the CPI
wanted to know the fate of his motion.
The Speaker said this and all other privi-
lege motions were under his considera-
tion. “It’s entirely up to the Speaker to
decide whether Miss Banerjee violated
parliamentary rules. But-the Left parties,
who have an inglorious record of violat-
ing parliamentary norms, have no moral
right to question the propriety of Miss
Banerjee’s action,” Mr Javdekar said.

The CPI-M would do well to “deal
firmly with infiltrators and their agents

instead of attacking the Trinamul

Congress chief,” he said. “It’s only natur-
al that Miss Banerjee would be agitated
on a very serious issue the BJP has all
along been highlighting,” he said.

Trinamul MLLAs today marched from
the Assembly towards Raj Bhavan and
courtgd arrest to protest against the “cur
tailment of Miss Banerjee’s right” to raise
the issue in the Lok Sabha.

Cong breaks silence

Congress today came out strongly against

regrettable”. Party spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma told reporters that such conduct
had no place in parliamentary democra-
cy. “All leaders must respect rules and the
dignity of the Chair,” he said. Congress
MPs had kept quiet yesterday when the
Left members had protested Miss
Banerjee’s conduct.

Editorial: Quit threats, page 6
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"Somnath’s
hint at an
apology lost
on Mamata .

?W

X\f(( ‘
THE LOK Sabha Speaker on Friday
dropped a hint on how Mamata Banerjee
could have behaved, but the Trinamool
Congress chief stuck to her guns. ‘

A day after Mamata threw a tantrymnl in
Parliament, Somnath Chatterjee said she
could have enhanced her stature by “say-
ing something”. “I have not asked for any
apology... It is entirely for her. If sht had
said something, it would have probably
added to her stature.” .

Proceedings in the House, he said,
should be conducted in a manner that
“justifies the responsibility imposed on
us by the people of this great country”.
CPI and CPI(M) ’
leaders moved priv- o
ilege motions seek-
ing an apology, and
even the Congress
hit out at Mamata.

But Mamata, who
did not attend Par-
liament, said,
“There is no ques-
tion of apologising

'
HT Correspondents 9
New Delhi/Kolkata, August 5

since I have already
resigned.” She also
dismissed Som-
nath’s rejection of
her resignation let-
ter and said: “Why
should I return to a
House that doesn’t

£ if she had said
something, it
would have
probably added
to her stature §
-Somnath Chatterjee

give me an opportu-
nity to voice the
problems of my
problems? It was a
Left conspiracy.”

Somnath rejected
this charge. Mamata
had wanted a discus-
siop @n immigration
from Bangladesh, he
said, but this had
been discussed in
the House on July
26. Mamata had
been absent then.

Mamata plans to
meet the President
on August 12, raise
the infiitration issue
and justify her behaviour.

In her support, Trinamool MLAs
marched to Raj Bhavan on Friday and
courted arrest. If her resignation is accept-
ed, all 54 MLAS too plan to quit. “She has
not asked us not to quit. She has told us that
she was as frustrated in Parliament as we
are in the Assembly,” Jyotipriyva Mullick
said. Rivals, however, said a mass resigna-
; tion would be of no consequence with the

Assembly due for dissolution next year.

/

£ No question of
apologising since
] have already
resigned §
-~Mamata Banerjee
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Paper throw
at Speaker

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 4: Mama-
ta Banerjee threw a sheaf
of papers at the Speaker’s
chair today, taking street-
level protest into Parlia-
ment and drawing con-
demnation from fellow
MPs on the other side who
sought her apology.

She had once earlier chu-
cked her shawl at then Speak-
er Purno Sangma and it was-
n’t quite clear if today’'s was
the worse offence.

Not quite comparable, but

House? Ha, ha

Mamata: Throws
papers, ‘resigns’
Somnath: Throws
tantrum, threatens to quit
Shivraj: Absent,

earns Speaker wrath

Natwar: Late in RS, where
no minister was present

Last word: This House
is becoming a laughing
stock— Somnath

earlier in the day the Speaker
himself, Somnath Chatterjee,
threatened to quit over the be-
haviour of an MP of his own
party from Bengal.

But it’s not Bengali tan-
trums alone that added a blot
or two to parliamentary rec-
ords. Home minister Shivraj
Patil was absent from the Lok
Sabha when he was expected
to respond to a motion. His col-
‘eague in external affairs, Nat-

ar Singh, committed the sa-

me offence in the other House,
forcing adjournments to cries
of “shame, shame”.

After hurling papers at the
presiding officer — deputy
Speaker Charanjit Singh At-
wal was in the chair — Mama-
ta later sent her resignation
through an officer of the Ho-
use. It was later turned down
by Chatterjee.

Mamata's target was not
Atwal but Chatterjee, her rival
in Bengal politics. Atwal only
informed her that the Speaker
had disallowed her notice to
raise the subject of illegal
Bangladeshi migration.

“Illegal migrants from
Bangladesh are also part of
the voters’ list in West Bengal.
The state government has
done nothing about it. There-
fore, the issue must be dis-
cussed,” she had said.

Atwal said the subject had
already been debated for four
hours on the opening day of
the session.

“Whenever I want to raise
an issue, I am not allowed to
speak. As a member of this
House, 1 also have the right to
raise issues of concern to my
people,” she said, attributing
motives to the Speaker.

She said the Speaker was
politically biased, but the com-
ment was expunged.

What could not be expu-
nged, because it was entirely
visual, was the paper attack on
Atwal. The sight would rem-
ain in collective memory,
much like the incident where
a Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
member snatched the wom-

en’s reservation bill draft from
the then minister of state for
law, Thambidurai, when he
stood up to present it in 1998.
Railway minister then,
Mamata had spoken out stro-

ngly against the hooliganism,;,_

After the paper-throwing
incident, she stormed back to-
wards her seat and appeared
to be sobbing when Samajwa-
di member Jayaprada rushed
to her as the rest of the House

watched in shocked silence.

She then sent across her
resignation to the deputy Spe-
aker and walked out. “There is
no point in my being a mem-
ber if I am not allowed to raise
people’s issues,” Mamata said
once outside.

The Speaker, who rushed
to the House after it adjourned
twice over the incident, ann-
ounced that the resignation
was not in “proper order”.

First, it was addressed to
the deputy Speaker and not
the Speaker. Second, the resig-
nation was “conditional”, offi-
cials said. Mamata said in the
letter that if she was not allo-
wed to speak, she would quit.

Pressure mounted from
parties — the Left was joined
by the Samajwadis, BSP and
RJD — for an apology. The
Speaker said he wanted Ma-
mata to come back and act ac-

/Mamata casts shame at House

cording to her conscience.

He stopped short of initiat-
ing action. While it is true that
her allies in the BJP-led com-
bine tried to shield her, sur-
prisingly, the Congress ap-
peared to be going soft.

“If the chair is not protect-
ed, it is a sad day for parlia-
mentary democracy,” Chatter-
jee said, alluding to the Con-
gress’s attitude.

WM See Page 8
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Gilani's acquittal

Death for Afzal uphelds

. .
J. Venkatesan \]j\/‘chfﬁr
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday upheld the Delhi
High Court judgment acquitting
S.AR. Gilani, college lecturer in
the Delhi University, one of the
four accused in the Parliament
attack case, while confirming the
death sentence awarded to the
key accused, Mohd. Afzal.

The apex court modified the
death penalty imposed on an-
other accused, Shaukat Hussain
Gury, into one of 10-years’ rigor-
ous imprisonment. Besides Gila-
ni, the apex court acquitted
Navjot Sandhu alias Afsan Guru,
wife of Shaukat Hussain.

Giving Gilani the benefit of
doubt, a Bench of Justice P. Ven-
katarama Reddi and Justice P.P.
Naolekar observed that his con-
duct at the time of attack on Par-
liament was disturbing to note
and created a serious suspicion
about his role as he reportedly
approved the terrorist act. Fur-
ther, the Bench referred to Mr.

' Gilani’s untruthful pleas about

his contacts with Afzal and
Shaukat and said it pointed the
needle of suspicion at him. How-
ever, holding that “suspicion
alone is not sufficient to convict
a person,” the Bench acquitted
him. Five Pakistani militants —
Mohammed, Haider, Hamza,
Rana and Raja —had attacked
Parliament on December 13,
2001 and were killed by security
personnel. In the encounter,:
nine security personnel were al-
so killed and 16 others were in-
jured.

The apex court Bench, in its
271-page judgment, described
the attack as a grave crime of
enormous severity and said it
was a classic case of “rarest of
rare cases.” The Bench said,
“The collective conscience of the

society will be satisfied only if

¢ 5 MG 2005
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THE SMILE IS BACK: Syed Abdul Rahman Geelani
addresses a press conference after his acquittal in the
Parliament attack case by the Supreme Court , in New
Delhi on Thursday. - PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

death penalty is awarded to
Mohd. Afzal.” The Judges said
there was clinching evidence
against Afzal fefarding his nexus
with the slain terserists who car-
ried out the December 13 attack.

The trial court on December
18, 2002, had awarded death
penalty to Afzal, Shaukat, and
Mr. Gilani while sentencing Ms.
Afsan Guru to five years’ impris-
onment. On appeal, the Delhi
High Court on October 29, 2003,
had upheld the death penalty to
Afzal and Shaukat under' Sec-
tions 302 (murder), 121 (waging
war against the nation) of the
Indian Penal Code and Sections
3 (2) and 4 of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act but had acquitted

both Mr. Gilani and Ms. Afsan
Guru, While Afzal and Shaukat
filed appeals in the apex court
against the death sentence, the
Delhi Police appealed against
the acquittal of Mr. Gilani and
Ms. Afsan Guru. Disposing of all
the appeals, the apex court
Bench upheld the death sen-
tence on Afzal saying there was
not even a shred of doubt about
his complicity in the hatching of
the criminal plot to commit the
attack on Parliament and evi-
dence showed that he actively
participated in its execution.

: GHanl's stand: Page 12
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HIGH DRAMA: A television image of Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee throwing papers at Deputy Speaker
Charanjit Singh Atwal in the Lok Sabha on Thursday after she was not allowed to speak on illegal migration of

Bangladeshis into West Bengal. ~ PHOTO: PTI

Mamata fli
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9. fohs grtr=
resigns

“| was not allowed to speak''; Speaker rejects her resignation as MP

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday caused a sensation in
the Lok Sabha by flinging papers
at the Speaker’s podium and an-
nouncing her resignation from
the House as she was “being de-
nied to speak.”

.Speaker Somnath Chattejree
rejected her resignation after
the House witnessed two ad-

— journments over the issue that
flared up into a verbal duel be-
tween members of the Left-
United Progressive Alliance and
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
opposition.

Ms. Banerjee’s action came up
at a time when the House was
taking matters of public impor-
tance with Deputy Speaker
Charanjit Singh Atwal in the
chair. The Trinamool leader
sought to know the fate of her
notice for an adjournment mo-
tion on Bangladeshi migration

into West Bengal and continued
to speak even after Mr. Atwal
informed her that it was rejected
by the Speaker.

With some Left party mem-
bers joining issue Ms. Banerjee
suddenly moved into the well of
the House and was seen flinging
a sheaf of papers on to the podi-
um leading to a brief
adjournment.

(Several Left-UPA members
issued a statement separately
condemning Ms. Banerjee’s be-
haviour and demanded an un-
qualified apology from her
before allowing her to take part
in the proceedings of the House.
“Ms. Mamata Banerjee has dis-
honoured the chair, insulted the
Deputy Speaker by throwing a
bunch of papers coming near to
the podium. She has even ut-
tered derogatory statements
about the Speaker accusing him
of politically discriminating
her,” they said.)

When the House re-assem-
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bled, opposition members ral-
lied around Ms. Banerjee with
the Leader of the Opposition, L.
K. Advani, suggesting the issue
be sorted out in the Speaker’s
chamber. Members of the Left,
Samajwadi Party and Rashtriya
Janata Dal insisted that she
apologise for “insulting the
chair.”

Mr. Atwal sought to carry on
the business stating the notice
was rejected since the House
had taken up an adjournment
motion last week on the issue
moved by Mr. Advani. Scenes of
sharp exchanges forced Mr. At-
wal to adjourn proceedings
again.

When the House reconvened,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad condemned
Ms. Banerjee’s action. Urging
party leaders to ensure that their
members maintained decorum
he sought all round cooperation
to carry on with House business
but the Left members continued

to demand an apology from Ms
Banerjee.

As the Left and BJP member:
refused to relent, Mr. Chatterjet
came in. Refuting the aspersions
cast by her on the Chair, Mr
Chatterjee’s response to the de-
mand for an apology from hei
was that “it is for the member tc
decide” adding it would only add
to her stature if she did so. About
her resignation letter, he in-
formred the House that it was not
being treated as one.

In her resignation letter —
first addressed to the Speaker
[the word Deputy was included
later] — Ms. Banerjee said she
was resigning from the House
because she was not allowed to
speak and her democratic right
was being denied.

The resignation letter, sourc-
es said, was found faulty on tech-
nical grounds as it was addressed
to the Deputy Speaker and it was
not “unconditional.”

—
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Lok Sabha rejects Opposition motion

9. PprAss

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on
Tuesday rejected the Opposi-
tion-sponsored motion express-
ing serious concern over the
deteriorating law and order sit-
uation in Bihar under Presi-
dent’s rule and simultaneously
extended Central rule in the
State by six months by voice
vote.

The motion, moved by Janata
Dal (United) leader, Nitish Ku-
mar, was defeated with 172 votes
against it and 100 in favour. This
was the first division on any mo-
tion discussed by the 14th Lok
Sabha constituted last year.

The statutory resolution
moved by Home Minister Shiv-
raj Patil, seeking the Lok Sabha’s
approval for continuation of the
March 7 proclamation of Presi-
dent’s rule in Bihar beyond Sep-
tember 6, received
parliamentary assent. The Rajya
Sabha passedit on Monday.

Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
put Mr. Kumar’s motion to vote,
abruptly terminating Mr. Patil’s
intervention, after a procedural
wrangle. The Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Opposition insisted
that the Home Minister table a

- communication complaining of
" “horse-trading’ in Bihar. Leader
of the Opposition L.K. Advani
advised Mr. Patil to place the let-
ter on the table. But Mr. Patil
said he could not do so without
proper verification. This led to
noisy protests. Mr. Advani- said
the Home Minister should not
have indicated to an unverified
communication.

K.V. Prasad

The Speaker had earlier ruled
there was no need to table the
communication Mr. Patil waved
in the House as part of abunch of
papers he had with him. Mr. Pa-
til said the complaint was to
Governor Buta Singh and he
would have to check with him.

With the Opposition benches
unrelenting, Mr. Advani echoed
the Chair’s suggestion that the
motion under Rule 184 be put to
vote without further discussion.
The debate lasted over six-and-
half hours. The mover of the mo-
tion did not get to reply.

In his intervention, the Home
Minister defended the Gover-
nor’s recommendation to dis-
solve the Assembly. “Do not
doubt the intention of the Gov-
ernment of India or the Gover-
nor,” he said.

The Governor “waited, and
waited and waited but nothing
happened” for parties to come
together and form a govern-
ment. It was only when there
were reports that some individu-
als were being weaned away “by
allurements” and break free
from parties on whose tickets
they won, the Governor arrived
at the conclusion that the sit-
uation was going in the wrong
direction. He wrote two letters
to the Centre, which preferred to
wait after the first communica-
tion. On President’s rule, he said
that since the Election Commis-
sion ruled out holding elections
between June and September,
the Government had to come to
Parliament seeking its

extension.
/



Opp walks Wu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICFQ
NEW DELHI, AUGUST2 Y

AMIDST a walkout by
the Opposition, Parlia-
ment tonight approved ex-
tension of President’s rule
in Bihar by another six
months beyond September
7.
~ The passage of the statu-

tory resolution in the Lok

Sabha, moved by Home
Minister Shivraj Patil,
capped a tumultuous
seven-hour exchange be-

" tween the Opposition and
treasury benches. Leader
of Opposition L K Advani
said the step would “add to
the long list” of instances of
Central rule being wrongly
imposed in states.

“We will not be party to
this voting at all,” Advani
said in the House before
leading a walkout by the

opposition NDA.

"~ The Lok Sabha also re-
jected a motion moved by
IJD(U) leader Nitish Ku-
mar—by 172 to 100
votes—which expressed
deep concern over the de-

01 ANG s

terloratmg lzkr and order
situation in the state and
the developments arising
out of Chief Secretary G S
Kang proceeding on leave.

Replying to a marathon
debate, Patil strongly de-
fended the Governor’s rec-
ommendation for dissolu-
tion of the Assembly,

“We will not be
party to this voting
at all,” Advani said

inthe House
before leadinga -
walkout by the
N

saying that he was left with .

no option as no party or
group was in a position to
form a stable government.

Patil, whose reply was re-
peatedly interrupted by an-
gry Opposition MPs, said
the Governor had taken
the decision to prevent
horse-trading as he was
convinced 'on the basis of

t on Bzhar rule

numbers that a popular
government could not be
putin place.

Claiming that the law
and order situation in the
state had “deteriorated”,
NDA MPs said thatimposi-
tion of President’s rule,
without allowmg any party
to . prove its majﬁﬂty,
amounted to * muxder of
democracy.”

On the IPS, transfcrs,
they said that the conduct
of Governor Buta Singh
will “prove to be the final
nailin the UPA coffin.”

Referring to the row be-
tween the Governor and
State Chief Secretary over
the transfers, they said that.
it was an embarrassing in-
cident and asked the
Home Minister Shivraj
Patil to clarify the situation.
They also demanded an ex-
planation from the Centre
as to why President’s rule
was imposed, under Arti-
cle 356, in theé first place.

The Rajya Sabha had ap-
proved extension of Presi-

dent’s rule in Bih}

yesterday.
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passes Dual Citiz

NEW DELHI, July 29. —

The Rajya Sabha today
' passed the Citizenship

(Amendment) Bill, 2005,
providing for dual citizen-

- ship to persons of Indian

origin (P1O) residing over- _

seas. Replying -to yester-
day’s debate in the House,
the minister of state for
home, Mr - Shriprakash
Jaiswal, said the Bill did
not give these citizens vot-
ing rights or political rights
like contesting electiohs.
Mr Jaiswal said the Bill
sought to- expand the
scope for grant of overseas
citizenship of India (OCI)

except in Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

“People mlgrated to
these countries of their
own volition post parti-
tion. But Indians living in
other countries had gone
there seeking livelihood

- and were also responsible

for repatriating a substan-
tial amount of "foreign
exchange,” he elaborated.
. The minister clarified
that the only condition
imposed in the Bill was
that the- facility could be
availed by only those over-
seas Indians who -had simi-

enship B;ll

to PIOs of all countries q;r provision of dual [Citi-

zenship in the country they
were citizens of. So far 71
countries have confirmed
having such a clause.

The OCI would be dif-
ferent from the NRIs

‘Holding Indian citizenship

while residing in other
countries. But they would
be allowed to invest and
stay in the country as long
as‘they wanted: He also
allayed apprehensions of
some members that seces-
sionists elements might
take advantage of the new
legislation and indulge in
terrorist activities. — SNS




‘Dual citizenship
Bill passed in
Rajya Sabha

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 29

! -
e
THE RAJYA Sabha on Friday unanimously passed with a
voice vote the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2005 providing
dual citizenship to Overseas Citizens of .India (OCIs).
Minister of state for home Sriprakash Jaiswal said the only
condition for grant of dual citizenship to OCIs is that it must
be allowed by the country of which they are citizens. He said
laws in 71 countries allowed dual citizenship and more coun-
tries are likely to follow suit. Jaiswal said Pakistan and

Bangladesh have been left out of this because the Indians who
migrated there after Partition did so voluntarily and there was

Hope for NRIs

NRIS HOLDING Indian
passports may be able to
vote in elections in the
country.
¢ Intervening in a discus-
sion on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in the
Rajya Sabha on Friday,
Overseas Indians minis-
ter Jagdish Tytler said:
“The government is seri-
ously considering a pro-
posal in this regard made
by political leaders from
Kerala.”He said the gov-
ernment was considering
allowing NRIs holding In-
dian passports, if present
in the country at.the time
of elections, to vote, sub-
ject to clearance by the
Election Commission.
HTC

no justification in granting them
dual citizenship. However, the min-
ister said, Indians who are citizens
of other countries are “emotional-
ly attached” to India and want to
return to the country and invest
here.

Jaiswal said that there would be
checks before dual citizenship was
granted so that people did not take
advantage of the provisions. He
said dual citizenship would be
granted only after screening and
verification by the ministry of
home affairs.

Jaiswal made it clear that Indi-
an citizens with dual citizenship
would not have any constitutional
right or the right to vote or contest
elections to the Parliament. The
dual citizenship facility is mainly
for hassle-free and frequent entry
into the country, he added.

During the introduction of the
Bill in the House on Thursday, sev-
eral members from different par-
ties had said that the grant of dual
citizenship should come with the
right to franchise. They had ex-

pressed the view that Indians abroad could play an important -
role in contributing to the development of the country and
therefore, deserved to have the right to vote.

Among those in favour of granting NRIs voting rights were
the Congress' Narayan Samy, P.J. Kurien and M.S. Gill, RSP's
NK. Premchandran and Fali S.Nariman. (nominated).
Narayan Samy had said NRIs who wanted to invest in India
had great hopes of this Bill, and that granting them the right
to franchise would lead to increased investments.

But even as some members had appealed for voting rights,
there had been a word of caution from others as they had told
the government that steps must be taken to ensure that over-
seas Indians engaged in anti-India activities don’t take ad-
vantage of the law.
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Haryana echo

tro-1

in Parliament

Opposition, Left parties stage walkout;
Hooda announces judicial probe

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi: Amid a walkout by the
Opposition and the Left parties,
the Government told Parliament
on Tuesday that the Haryana
Government had agreed to a ju-
dicial inquiry into the lathi-
charge on agitating workers in
Gurgaon on Monday.

The “police brutality” dom-
inated the proceedings in both
Houses during the pre-lunch
session. It ended with a walkout
led by the Left parties demand-
ing a statement from Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh. Dr.
Singh summoned Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil during the lunch
recess after which Mr. Patil re-
turned to the Lok Sabha to make
the statement on judicial probe.

Earlier, in both Houses, Mr.
Patil said he did not want to take
sides as there was a “contradic-
tion” in the versions given by the
State Government and three
MPs who had visited the spot.

Members joined issue with
Mr. Patil when he said that the
report sent to the Centre by the
State Government said 92 work-
ers were injured. The probe
would verify this. The workers
took out a procession through an
area where prohibitory orders
! were in force and the police lath-
icharged them as they felt the
situation was getting out of con-
trol. Over 30 policemen, includ-
ing an officer, were injured. A
government jeep and two mo-
torcycles were burnt. “I have
been told repeatedly that no one
was killed,” he said.

Mr. Patil said “we will do
whatever possible according to
the law. There will be no obsta-
cle in doing that. We are also
feeling sad.”

The members wanted to know
whether the police were on the
payroll of multinational compa-
nies or the Government; would
those maimed for life be ade-

o Left demands statement
from Prime Minister

o Patil points to
contradictions in
versions

# Dismissal of Hooda
Government sought

quately compensated? Why had
administrative reforms not been
fully implemented and people in
authority were not sensitive
enough to people’s needs? and,
whether the workers’ right to
unionise would not be recog-
nised?

In the Lok Sabha, members li-
kened the lathicharge to the Jal-
lianwallah Bagh incident. Janata
Dal (United) leader Nitish Ku-
mar said this was only to be ex-
pected after the Prime
Minister’s recent praise of the
British rule.

The issue came up as soon as
Parliament met for the day with
four members giving notices for
suspension of question hour in
the Lok Sabha and 13 doing so in
the Rajya Sabha.

In the Lok Sabha, amid pro-
tests from Congress members,
BJP leader Vijay Kumar Malho-
tra demanded the dismissal of
the Congress Government head-
ed by Bhupinder Singh Hooda in
Haryana.

Gurudas Dasgupta (CPI) —
who was at the site on Monday —
gave an eyewitness account of
the police action and Basudeb
Acharia of the CPI (M) demand-
ed a statement from Dr. Singh.

With the Opposition, Left
members and some constituents
of the UPA — DMK, PMK and
RJD — expressing anguish over
the incident, Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee allowed other party
leaders to make short interven-
tions.
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N Opposition-sponsored
adjournment motion to
ensure the government
for its failure to check infiltration
from Bangladesh in eastern parts
was rejected in the Lok Sabha
Tuesday night as the Centre an-
nounced several steps including
completing  border
fencing by next year to
stop illegal migration
The motion, moved by i
Leader of the Opposi- |
tion LK Advani, was
defeated by a voice
vote. Thisis the firstad-
journment  motion §
taken up in the
14th Lok Sabha since the Con-
gress-led UPA came to power
14monthsback.

Intervening in the debate,
home minister Shivraj Patil said
as part of intensified efforts to
check illegal migration, fencing of
India’s long porous border with
Bangladesh will be completed by
next year, border security beefed
up and multi-purpose identity
cards issued to people living in
border areas. He said the govern-
ment was also in the process of

¢, motion on:
egal migrants

~secular state.

n&/

floating border outposts in river-
ine areas. It was considering a
proposal of having a battalion of
Border Security Force now at
every 70 km radius to be posted
30 km to enhance border vigil.

Hitting out at the Opposition
for unnecessarily seeking to
spread a fear psychosis, he
wamed that adopting divisive
tendendies in the name of reli-
gion or language can-

ot help keep the
| country
| The desire to use thisis-
sue for vote bank poli-
tics was harmful, he
contended.

Replying to the de-
£ bate, Mr  Advani
22 sought to clear the air
on his remarks on MA Jinnah in
Pakistan, which had triggered a
fierce controversy with the sangh
parivar taking strong exception
to his alluding to Jinnah as secu-
lar and asked him to step down as
party chief for ‘ideological ero-
sion’. Mr Advani dlarified that he
had recalled MA Jinnah's speech
to the Pakistan Constituent
Assembly only to remind the
people of that country that their
founder wanted to establish a
—PTI

o The
RPE 2009 E"O'Io;mt ,
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Special Correspondent ‘4 \

NEW DELHi: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and the Lok Sabha
Speaker on Friday regretted the
absence of the Opposition from
Parliament during the latter half
of the budget session. They
hoped the Opposition parties
would attend the monsoon
session.

In his valedictory address to
the Lok Sabha, Dr. Singh reit-
erated his Government’s offer to
discuss and debate all issues of
concern and emphasised that
both the Government and Oppo-
sition had a role to play in ensur-
ing checks and balances. He said
it would be a sad day if people
were to lose faith in the institu-
tion of Parliament.

Mr. Chatterjee said he had
made repeated requests to the

Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha

boycott of P

4

Opposition members to partici-
pate in the proceedings of the
House and reiterated his assur-
ance that he was prepared to al-
low any discussion permissible
under the rules. “But they have
chosen to continue with the boy-
cott. Nevertheless, I am happy
that the Opposition did con-
structively participate in the dis-
cussion on the Finance Bill,” He
noted with satisfaction the Telu-
gu Desam Party’s participation
in the parliamentary
proceedings.

The Speaker also referred to
the “disturbing trend of absen-
teeism” that led to adjournment
of the House on several occasion
for want of quorum.

Later, at a press conference,
Mr. Chatterjee said the Opposi-
tion had stayed away from the
daily meetings called by the

adjourned sine die

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: Both Houses of Parlia-
ment were adjourned sine die on
Friday after a nearly three-
month-long budget session. The
proceedings in both the Houses
took place in the absence of an
Opposition for three weeks, as
the National Democratic Alli-
ance continued with its boycott
of Parliament.

In his valedictory address,
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat re-
gretted that the House missed
the participation by the Opposi-
tion members. “In the absence of
participation by the Opposition,

3. MAY (UL

the conduct of business in the
House lacks the flavour that
comes only with active and vi-
brant participation by members
belonging to all political groups
and parties,” he said .

Mr, Shekhawat reminded the
members that they were respon-
sible for the fulfilment of the as-
pirations and expectations of the
people and to promote their wel-
fare through constructive and
purposeful discussion and de-
bates on all relevant issues.

‘Serious interpretation’

“We, therefore, need to do se-
rious introspection as to how we
together should ensure effective

™ iy,

Manmohan, Speaker regret
arliament .-

Speaker. The Opposition could
disagree with the Government
but to extend it to meetings
called by the Speaker was un-
fortunate. The meeting would
have - facilitated interaction
within leaders on either side.

He said the budget session ha¢
38 sittings spread over 212 hours
during which 26 Bills were in-
troduced and 26 Bills were
passed. Considering the manne:
in which the Employment Guar
antee Bill was held up in th
standing committee since it
Chairman, (Kalyan Singh of th:
Bharatiya Janata Party) can
celled a meeting due to the boy
cott, Mr. Chatterjee said he wa
contemplating setting a three
month stipulation to send bac
the Bill to House, as was the cas
when it was referred to joint se
lect committee.

&

functioning of the House wit
full and complete participatio
by all sections. I urge you all t
address these issues with asens
of urgency, seriousness an
shared concern,” Mr. Shekhawa
said.

He expressed the hope tha
when the House meets in the
Monsoon session, “all of us wil
be working together with a sense
of shared responsibility and
joint commitment to strengthen
our parliamentary democracy.”

During the session, Rajya Sab-
ha considered and passed or re-
turned as many as 26 Bills,
including the Right to Informa-
tion Bill.
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CBI grillin
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HT Correspondent \\_f\, (}
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ANGRY BSP members disrupted pro-
ceedings in both Houses of Parliament
on Thursday over their party president
Mayawati’s interrogation by the CBI in
connection with the Disproportionate
Assets case.

Minutes after the Lok Sabha assem-
bled on Thursday morning, the BSP
members were on
their feet to raise
slogans against the
CBI. The agitated
members even sto-
rmed the well of
the House despite
Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee’s warn-

ings. The Speaker
even threatened to 1 Why have they

name them.

When the BSP
members refused
to relent, Speaker
adjourned the Ho-

filed two FIRs
against me? Just
because  am a
Dalit?... Dalits

use for 10 minutes.

In the Rajya Sab- are very angry_...
ha, a combative |3W and order in
Mayawati herself the country
raised the issue sa- might
ying that the CBI, .
which questioned deteriorate. The
her in the DA case matter is very
must do the same :
with presidents of serious 5
other parties.

“If the CBI is working at the behest of
the government in her case, then her par-
ty will be compelled to withdraw its sup-
port to the UPA”, Mayawati said in the
presence of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. Minister of state for personnel
and parliamentary affairs, Suresh Pac-
hauri, assured the House that the govern-
ment had no hand in the investigations.

When the minister remarked that in-
vestigations were being conducted as
per the directives of the apex court, a vi-
sibly angry Mayawati charged him with
misleading the House. She also contest-
ed Pachauri’s statement that the Supr-
eme Court had ordered the probe into
her property. She went to the extent of
offering to quit politics, if the case
against her was proved.

Even as charges interrupted the pro-
ceedings for around 20 minutes, chair-
man Bhairon Singh Shekhawat brought
the curtains down over the controversy
by observing that the issue was sub-ju-
dice. He remarked that no discussion on
the issue can be permitted since it im-
pacted the independence of judiciary.




Lok Sabha passes

News Service

NEW DELHI, May 12. — India is
and will remain a responsible nuclear
power, the external affairs minister,
Mr K Natwar Singh, asserted in ‘the
Lok Sabha as it passed the Weapons
of Mass Destruction and their De-
livery Systems (Prohibition of Un-
lawful Activities) Bill today. The Bill
providés an integrated legislative
basis to the country’s commitment to
prevent proliferation of WMD.
‘Without directly mentioning dis-
graced scientist Dr AQ Khan, Mr
Singh took a dig at Pakistan by

Prithvi testfired ™\

BALASORE, May 12. — Prithivi, the
indigenously developed surface-to-sur-
face missile, was successfully testfired
from LC-IIl of the Integrated Test Range
in Chandipur at 1.04 p.m. today. — SNS

assuring ' that “India will not be a
source of proliferation of sensitive
technologies and ensure that these
do not fall into wrong hands, espe-
cially terrorists”.

The Bill also seeks to build upon
the regulatory framework related to
control of the export of WMD-
usable materials, equipment and

Bill

A ‘9 o
technologies. 9, P ’

Mr Singh said India was “fully
committed” to safeguarding its secu-
rity as a nuclear weapons state and
to deepen its autonomous, scientific
and technical capability for meeting
its security imperatives as well as its
development goals.

Explaining India’s “impeccable re-

~cord” in this regard, the minister

said it would continue to work to
prevent proliferation of WMD.,

The foreign minister added that it
was “essential” to.adopt the new leg-
islation to prohibit unlawful activi-
ties in relation to WMD and their
means of delivery.



Parliament approves

Information Bill *,

{

It is a pace-setting measure, says Manmohan Singh

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL: The Right to Informa-
tion Bill received parliamentary
approval on Thursday with the
Rajya Sabha passing it by voice
vote, a day after the Lok Sabha
passed the legislation.

Moving the Bill, Minister of
State for Personnel Suresh Pa-
chauri said the “historic legisla-
tion” would radically alter the
administrative ethos and usher
in a new era of openness, trans-
parency and accountability.

Opposition benches remained
vacant as the National Demo-
cratic Alliance is continuing its
boycott of Parliament.

Public empowerment

Intervening in the debate,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said the Bill was a “pace-
setting measure” and the inten-
tion was to enlarge interface be-

tween citizens and the
Government and further em-
power the public. “People

should be able to judge for them-
selves if governments are func-
tioning in accordance with [the]
public interest. All information
can be misused also. A lot will
depend on how information
seekers approach it but the dan-
ger of its misuse is not that
much. Access to information is
not a monopoly of a few.”

Dr. Singh assured the House
that the Bill had adequate safe-
guards to prevent misuse and
the penalties had given it teeth.
“I think the Bill strikes a right
balance. It is the not the inten-

Historic legisiation
that will radically alter
the administrative
ethos, says Pachauri.

tion to paralyse the public ad-
ministration.”

The Bill would see the “dawn
of a new era”, eliminate corrup-
tion and strengthen democracy.

Agreeing with P.C. Alexander
(Independent), Dr. Singh said
the next three-four years would
be crucial for the operation of
the Act. Security and intelli-
gence agencies were not covered

under the Bill, except imcasesof —

allegations of human rights vio-
lations and corruption.

‘Better than U.S. law’

Lauding the effort in bringing
the Bill, Ram Jethmalani (Inde-
pendent) said it was an improve-
ment over the American law,
which had 13 exceptions against
seven in the Indian law. It would
drive home the message among
civil servants that they should
treat the public as their masters.

He wanted an informal con-
sultation held with the Leader of
the Opposition when public in-
formation officers were appoint-
ed at the Centre and in States.

Winding up the debate, Mr.
Pachauri allayed apprehensions
that the bureaucracy would not
be forthright in taking decisions
because of the “stringent” penal
provisions in the Bill.

The Minister disagreed with

13 NAY 2005 o

the contention of Bimal Jalefi
(nominated) that the Official Se-
crets Act (OSA) would have to be
scrapped.

The Bill clearly defined the ar-
eas where information would be
given to citizens. It had a provi-
sion to deal with situations
where it came into conflict with
the OSA.

Selection panel

Mr. Pachauri defended the
dropping of the Chief Justice of |
India from the selection com-
mittee of public information of-
ficers on the ground that the
judiciary was never involved in
the selection of persons for exec-
utive funetions.-

This was the case with the
Election Commission, the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commission, the
Comptroller and Auditor-Gen-
eral and the National Human
Rights Commission.

The legislation differed from
the one passed by the NDA Gov-
ernment. “The main change is in
the nomenclature itself. Besides,
the previous law did not have
penal provisions.”

Penalty -

Responding to C. Ramachan-
draiah’s (Telugu Desam Party
rerthark that the penalty for
withholding information was in-
adequate, Mr. Pachauri said thi:
was in line with what was spec:
ified in a similar Maharashtr:
law.

The other seven States and :
Union Territory which enactec
similar laws had lower penalties
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1 ‘House without Opp is

home sans l_nsother-in-law’

Parliament may have complet-
ed its main business of the
Budget session — the passage of
the Finance Bill, giving effect to
all the proposals in the General
Budget 2005-06. It may have
passed the Railway Budget and
mntroduced and adopted quite a
few other Bills and discussed
some issues of public impor-
tance. Yet, what seems to stay in
public memory as the session
enters its final week is the pan-
demonium over a few divisive
issues and the continuing boy-
cott by the NDA Opposition.
Controversial issues seem to
pop up in a “never-ending and
still-beginning” fashion to paral-
yse proceedings. After Goa and
Bihar, in the first
phase of the ses-
sion in February-
March, Kargil and
Lalu overrode all
else and became

Opposition and the Treasury
Benches to hold Parliament,
alternately, to virtual ransom.

As it enters the last week of
the session, Parliament is faced
with an unseemly verbal duel
that embarrassingly suggests
that either the government or
the Opposition is not speaking
the truth. Of course, “lie” is not
parliamentary.

The issue in question is the
charge of the NDA that the
UPA government hdd tried to
prevent  President Pervez
Musharraf’s meeting with for-
mer Prime Minister Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee during his

0
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week in
PARLIAMERT

tools in the hands of both the

recent visit to India. Of course,
this was said outside Parliament.
But this has upset the Prime
Minister so much as to bring it
to the notice of Parliament last
week. Dr Manmohan Singh
took serious exception to the
“type of language” used against
him in the NDA memorandum
submitted to the President. He
told the Rajya Sabha: “For
example, in that memorandum,
our government has been
accused of prevailing upon
President Musharraf not to see
Mr Vajpayee. This is the length
to which the Opposition goes. I
think the country should know
that between the two — what
they say and what they do —
there is a world of
difference.”

For the record,
Parliament passed
the Finance Bill,
completing  the
Budget exercise after Mr P
Chidambaram announced more
sops to senior citizens and
women. A memorable feature of
the discussion in the House was
Congress MP and noted econo-
mist Mr Jairam Ramesh closely
questioning his former boss on
Savings Bank withdrawal cess.

Now that the Speaker, the
Prime Minister and the defence
minister have all appealed afresh
to the NDA to return, we can
only wait to see what happens
next. As a wag in the Press
Gallery quipped: “House sans
Opposition is like home minus
the mother-in-law.”

— RC Rajamani in New Delhi
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Government on
Thursday reiterated its prepa-
redness to discuss all issues in
Parliament and urged the Oppo-
sition to end its boycott even as
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh charged the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) with
going back on its words and
making false allegations in the
memorandum submitted to the
President on the impasse.

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee said that
accepting the Opposition de-
mand that he write to the Prime
Minister would be an “unwar-
ranted exercise of power” of the
office he holds. Interventions to
this effect were made in both
Houses — Dr. Singh in the Rajya
Sabha, and Leader of the House
Pranab Mukherjee in the Lok
Sabha — after the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) decided to break
ranks with the NDA and partici-
pate in the “Parliamentary pro-
ceedings under protest.”

An hour after the TDP leader
in the Rajya Sabha, R. Chandra
Sekar Reddy, accused the Gov-
ernment of precipitating the sit-
uation, Dr. Singh said the
allegation that the House was
not allowed to function because
of the Government was not

borne out by facts.
‘| Dr. Singh said that as soon as
the NDA announced the boycott,

NDA making ,
false%harges
Manmohan -«

TDP participates in Parliament proceedings

he called up the Leaders of the
Opposition in both Houses, L.K.
Advani and Jaswant Singh, and
the NDA chairperson, Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee, requesting them to
“end this chapter” and assuring
them that all issues could be dis-
cussed on the floor of the House.
“I was promised — I won’t name
the person — by one of the three
that they would come for the Fi-
nance Bill and thereafter they
would decide what they would
do.”

“Type of language”

Dr. Singh also took exception
to the “type of language” used
against him in the memorandum
submitted to the President.

Stating that false things have
been stated, he said: “For exam-
ple, in that memorandum, our
Government has been accused of
prevailing upon President
Musharraf not to see Mr. Vaj-
payee. ... This is the length to
which the Opposition goes. [
think the country should know
that between the two — what
they say and what they do —
there is a world of difference.”

Dr. Singh appealed to the Op-
position “to be serious and coop-
erate with us in conducting the
business of the House. This Gov-
ernment is prepared to- discuss
all issues and there is no issue
which, I think, is barred from
discussion in the House.”

1
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Oppn won't end

Our Political Bureaug '/ -
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THE Prime Minister’s statement ap-

NEW DELHI 5 MAY

pealing to the NDA to end its boycott

of the Parliament only forced the lat-
ter to further harden its position. Rejecting
the plea, BJP spokesperson Sushma Swaraj
termed it as “a mere formality” which was
akin to “rubbing salt to the wound”.

For the government managers, the joy of
seeing the Opposition unity collapse was
short-lived as the TDP, which broke ranks
with the NDA on Thursday over the boy-
cott plan, tore into the UPA regime for
adopting “a hostile and vindictive attitude”
towards the Opposition — a trend which it
described as “unhealthy” for parliamentary
democracy.

“The government should treat the Op-
position as friends, and not as enemies,”
TDP parliamentary
party leader K. Yer-
ran Naidu told the
Lok Sabha during the Question Hour. He
was, in effect, echoing the views expressed
by the leader of Opposition in the House,
LK. Advani.

The BJPand its allies, on the other hand,
came down heavily on the latest prime
ministerial intervention. “We had our-
selves informed the media about the Prime

. Minister’s telephonic conversations with

- the NDA leaders. They were in the nature
ofia formality. Neither did he redress our

 grievances, nor did he make any assurance
to that effect,” Ms Swaraj said.

She charged the Congress leaders with
stooping low to denigrate the Opposition.
To buttress her arguement, she referred to
the statements made in the Rajya Sabha by

06 MAY 2005 7%e Eeop,

TDP Breaks Ranks

* withdrew after erasing his signature from

(r
READY
TO FIGHT

MPs such Ambika Soni, Rajiv Shukla and
Hanumantha Rao who, while poking fun
at the BJP over the boycott strategy, re-
ferred to nominated member Dara Singh's
presence in the House on May 3. “The per-
son concerned was, in fact, BSP member
Dara Singh Chauhan. Mr Dara Singh, who
is a BJP member, had sought the leave of
the House to remain absent till the end of
this session because
of illness. On May 3,
he came to the Par-
liament after a long gap. On entering the
House, he saw the Opposition benches
empty, and realising something amiss,

the register. The provocative statements
made by the Congress leaders was against
parliamentary  decency,” the BJP
spokesperson observed.

The BJP leader tried to justify the.-NDA
stand by asserting that this was not the firs
the Opposition had adopted boycott as a tool
to force its point. “The Congress-led Opposi-
tion had, under the leadership of Manmo-
han Singh, boycotted the Rajya Sabha from
August 14, 2003, to August 22, 2003,” she

pointed out, adding, “Boycott is among the
many means adopted to oppose something.”

Omic y,

Al

 House boycott

“\Speaker not to
meddlein
political matters,

New Dethi //

5 MAY

LOK Sabha Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee on
Thursday expressed dis-
appointment at the Op-
position’s decision to jg&
boycott the Parliament §
till the end of the budget §
session but dedared he
would not intrude into political matters.

“I cannot but express my deep sense of
disappointment at the decision taken by
the Opposition parties to continue to re-
main absent from the House,” Mr Chatter-
jee said after welcoming to the Lok Sabha
Telegu Desam Party (TDP) MPs, who de-
cided to end the boycott.

Though the BJP-led Opposition an-
nounced on Wednesday it would continue
its boycott of the Parliament to press for the
dismissal of railway minister Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav, the TDP, which is part of the Opposition
alliance attended the House on Thursday.

The Opposition has been boycotting the
Parliament since April 28, demanding the
ouster of Mr Yadav, as a court in Bihar had
formally charged him in the multibillion-
rupee fodder scam.

Mr Chatterjee said he had “almost every
day” requested Opposition MPs to partici-
pate in proceedings. —IANS
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5 Absent Sire W/

Parhament s empty treasury benches signify a
<4, ruling party that has lost its focus ,

AME time, last year, these very

men and women were begging for
our votes, Today, they think they are
doing the rest of us a favour by putting
in an appearance in Parliament, Last
Friday, when the Finance Bill was to
be debated in the Lok Sabha, the ses-
sion had to be delayed because there
was no quorum. The absence of oppo-
sition MPs was inevitable, given the
NDA's misguided boycott of Parlia-
ment, But what of the UPA's MPs?
What excuse did they have to take
their parliamentary duties so casu-
ally? Was it the arrogance of power or
just the complacency of office? Have
they — one year down the line —al-
ready forgotten their effervescent
promises to be accountable to the
people of this country?

Itis reported that Congress Pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi was very in-
censed over party’s no-show on par-
liamentary benches.” So, indeed,
should she be. This newspaper has
been unsparing in its criticism of the
BJP’s negative tactics in boycotting

Parliament as the main pa& of op-
position. It cannot, similarly, con-
done laggardly behaviour on the
part of those who jointly constitute

the ruling coalition. Occupying the

treasury benches brings with it exec-
utive responsibilities which of course
include the smooth conduct of par-

liamentary proceedings. Empty trea-
“sury benches indicate a ruling coali-

tion that has lost its focus.
Asitis, Parliament’s working days

- have dwindled over the years. Ac-

cording to official records, the Lok
Sabha met for 138 days in 1953. Today
we should be grateful if it touches the
80 mark, as indeed we would be if our
MPs conduct business for the five
hours that make up their working day.
This lack of accountability has a sig-
nificant impact not just on everyday
governance but, in the long term, on
the'nature of Indian democracy. It is
imperative that Congress MPs get the
message that these columns had sent
their BJP counterparts last week: just
get back towork,
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Laloo in,

rivals to
sit out
the week

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, April 26: Thé
BJP-led Opposition has decid-
ed to boycott Parliament dur-
ing the rest of this week, cap-
ping a tumultuous day that
put Laloo Prasad Yadav under
the glare simultaneously in
the Lok Sabha as well as the
Supreme Court.

The NDA will stay away
from Parliament to protest a
host of issues but the prime
target is the railway minister.
The Opposition, which has be-
en demanding Laloo Prasad’s
resignation over the Gujarat
attack controversy, stepped up
its offensive after he was cha-
rged in another fodder scam
case yesterday.

Inthe middle of the uproar :
in the House today, the govern- |
ment drew legal fire from the
Supreme Court for not contes-
ting the clean chit given to
Laloo Prasad by the income-
tax department in adispropor-
tionate assets case.

The court also ordered
Patna High Court to set up a
bench to see whether Laloo
Prasad can be prosecuted on
charges of trying to misuse
his official position to bury the
case. The court took the un-
usual step of naming the judge
who will head the bench. (See
Page 6)

The boycott decision was
taken at an Opposition allia-
nce meeting chaired by NDA
chairperson A.B. Vajpayee.

The NDA decided not to at-
tend any meeting of the parlia-
mentary committees slated to
take place this week or claim
the allowances of its MPs.

The alliance will also skip
an all-party meeting that Lok
Sabha Speaker Somnath Chat-
terjee will convene tomorrow
morning in an effort to break
the Laloo Prasad impasse. Ch-
atterjee termed the decision
“unfortunate” and appealed to
the NDA to reconsider it.

However, the Telugu De-
sam Party, which technically
is not part of the NDA but
has been coordinating with
the coalition on floor strategy,
did not attend this evening’s
meeting.

BJP sources said the strat-
egy the coalition will adopt
next week — whether they will
continue the boycott — would
depend on what “initiative”
the government takes to “soft-
en” its “intransigent stand”
towards the Opposition.

Before the NDA met, par-
liamentary affairs minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad had tried
to end the stalemate by calling
a meeting of Opposition
leader L.K. Advani and senior
ministers Pranab Mukherjee
and Arjun Singh. ’




NDA plans ¥~

to boycott
Parhament
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Campaign aqamst LaIu to be stepped up

K.V.Prasad

NEW DELHI: Stepping up its cam-
paign against the Railway Minis-
ter, Lalu Prasad, and. the
“attitude” of the United Progres-
sive Alliance government, the
National Democratic Alliance
announced on Tuesday night
that its constituents would boy-
cott the proceedings of Parlia-
ment this week.
The decision came after Par-
. liament witnessed tumultuous
scenes and repeated adjourn-
ments with the Opposition de-
manding resignation ' of Mr.
Prasad and the ruling coalition
benches especially the Rashtriya
Janata Dal joining issue. Besides
verbal duels in both Houses,
members in the Rajya Sabha on
either side physically restrained
some of their colleagues to pre-
vent the situation from going out
of hand.

“Cannot remain a
Minister”

" After a two-hour meeting at
the residence of former Prime
Minister; Atal’ Bihari Vajpayee,
the NDA decided on intensifying
the campaign against Mr. Pra-
sad, who they said could not re-
main a Minister after framing of
charges against him by a Ranchi
court in a fodder scam case.
Addressing correspondents,
the NDA leaders George Fer-
nandes, L.K. Advani and Jas-
want Singh, said that the
behaviour of the ruling coalition
and some of its constituents
with the NDA members made
them feel “as if the ruling alli-
ance does not want an opposi-
tion.” Mr. Fernandes said that
after a court framed charges in-
cluding that of cheating against

27 APR 2008

the Railway Minister, “such a
person could not be present in
the House.” Mr. Advani said that
the NDA would explain the ra-
tionale behind this decision and
made it clear there was no refer-
ence to the role of the Speaker at
this meeting

Unfortunate, says Speaker

The Lok Sabha Speaker, Som-
nath Chatterjee, termed the
NDA decision as “unfortunate”
and said that opposition has a
role in parliamentary democra-
cy. He said as the Speaker, it was
his endeavour to give time to all
members within rules. ‘

The Lok Sabha is scheduled to
begin discussions on the Fi-
nance Bill on Thursday after the
House applies guillotine tomor-
row evening and puts to vote de-
mands for grants for various
Ministries. The Lok Sabha has so
far discussed demands for grant
for the Ministries of Agriculture,
Rural Development and is ex-
pected to take up those for the
Home Ministry tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Mr. Chatterjee,
has called a meeting of leaders of
various political parties on
Wednesday to discuss the fre-
quent adjournments and stand-
off between the Opposition and
the UPA constituents. The NDA,
it is understood, is unlikely to
attend in the wake of the latest
announcement.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Chat-
terjee conveyed to the BJP that
he was upset since no one from
the party had turned up at a
meeting he called to find a way
out after the first adjournment.
However, after the final adjourn-
ment, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, LK. Advani met the
Speaker in his chamber.

THE NNDU
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HYDERABAD, MARCH 25. The Lok
Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chat-
terjee, today reiterated his stand
that the Supreme Court obser-
vation on the Jharkhand imbo-
glio was a serious
encroachment on the well-de-
marcated areas of power of the
legislature. The issue was still
germane and there was no con-
sidered opinion of right and
wrong.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Mr. Chatterjee said it
was unfortunate that different
standards were being applied to

different situations in judging
deeds and words of people. The
Speaker said he had only point-
ed out that the Supreme Court
could not possibly decide on
what should happen inside the
House and also that was a mat-
ter which came under the pur-
view of the Speaker. As a
Speaker, he was the custodian
of the constitutional rights and
powers of legislators and it was
strange that people were talking
in terms of political branding
the Speakers. Advocating re-
straint on the part of the media,
Mr. Chatterjee said sensational-
ism would not help the situa-

THE HNCU

‘Court cannot decide on House |ssues

A __",l

ion. IFsruptloné"n\fhe House
by even a handful of legislators
with an aim to enforce an ad-
journment were a bad prece-
dent. A political consensus
alone could prevent the occur-
rence of such developments.

Mr. Chatterjee asked why no-
body was answering the ques-
tions raised by someone like
Fali Nariman. No lawyer had ev-
er pointed a finger at him and it
was imperative that everyone
understood the consequences
of dragging the Speaker’s office
into the controversy and upheld
the dignity and the respect of
the office.

26 Mg 2005



Needed, a constructive Opposition

HE MISUSE of the office of

Governor and indiscriminate

action under Article 356 (im-

position of President’s Rule)
to suspend State Assemblies and des-
tabilise State Governments are noth-
ing new. The 1967 general elections
saw the Congress monopoly chal-
lenged in several States. It started in
Rajasthan where the Congress got on-
ly 88 of the 183 seats. The United
Front (Samyukt Vidhanayak Dal) that
included the Jana Sangh, the Swatan-
tra Party, the Samyukta Socialist Par-
ty, and Independents was formed
with 93 MLAs under the leadership of
Maharawal Luxman Singh. When
Governor Sampurnanand (who was
earlier Chief Minister of Uttar Pra-
desh) found that the SVD had a ma-
jority, he refused to count the MLAs.
On March 4, 1967, he called Mohan
Lal Sukhadia to form the government
on the ground that the Congress was
“the largest party in the House.”
There were strong protests in the
media and from the Opposition. The
swearing-in ceremony of Sukhadia
was scheduled to take place on March
14. But on March 13, the Governor
recommended dissolution of the Ra-
jasthan Assembly. However, the
Union Government decided to sus-
pend the Assembly.

The President’s Address to the first
session of the fourth Lok Sabha was
delivered on March 18. Normally on
this day Parliament deals only with
routine business. However, on the
Opposition’s insistence Speaker Nee-
lam Sanjiva Reddy allowed a discus-
sion onthe serious situation in
Rajasthan. The discussion took place
for two days.The inert Government
did not come forward to get the af-
firmative vote on suspension of the
Rajasthan Assembly as prescribed by
the Constitution and allowed the
lapse of the suspension after two
months. Meanwhile, Sukhadia man-
aged to induce some independents to
his side and formed the Ministry in
April 1967.

The period between 1967 and 1971
was the worst in the political history
of India as far as the misuse of the
office of Governor and indiscriminate
imposition of President’s Rule are
concerned. During this period, there
were 17 cases of presidential pro-
claims, of which eight took place after
the split in the Congress. In Rajasthan
and Manipur, the Assemblies were
put under suspension to allow the
Congress to come back to power. In
Uttar Pradesh, the Assembly was first

SAVA
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By Era Sezhiyan

It is unfo

nate that instead of attacking the

misrule of the Government and its undemocratic
actions, the BJP members are assaulting the basic
existence and functioning of Parliament itself.

suspended and as the Congress could
not manipulate the necessary
strength, it was dissolved. In Harya-
na, Bihar and Pondicherry where the
Congress had no chance whatsoever
of forming a government, the Assem-
blies were dissolved instantly. In West
Bengal and Punjab, President’s Rule
was not imposed as the Congress was
able to set up minority governments
of defectors.

It is to the credit of the Opposition
in Parliament that it took up each
case and initiated a full debate under
one or other of the provisions of the
Rules of Procedure to expose the mis-
use of the office of Governor and dis-
crimninatory imposition of President’s
Rule.

On November 15, 1967, Nath Pai
{Praja Socialist Party) moved a sub-
stantive motion: “That this House
disapproves of the action of the Cen-
tral Government in using the institu-
tion of the Governors of the States not
as [an] instrument for proper func-
tioning of the Constitution but as
agents of the party in power at the
Centre, as exemplified by current de-
velopments in Bihar and West Ben-
gal.” There was a discussion for two
days on that motion.

In Haryana, the Samyukta Govern-
ment of Rao Birendra Singh which
had a majority of 41 out of 78 was
unceremoniously dismissed based on
the Governor’s report which said:
“Even a majority of one could enable
a Government to function smoothly,
but there is no certainty of majority
when members change sides so fre-
quently.” On the same day — Novem-
ber 21 — as the Presidential
Proclamation was presented to the
House, Atal Bihari Vajpayee moved a
substantive motion: “That this House
regrets that the Government of India
did not reject the report of the Gover-
nor of Haryana to the President rec-
ommending the issue of
proclamation, inasmuch as the Gov-
ernment of Haryana enjoyed majority
in the Legislature and functioned in
accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.” The discussion on the
motion went on for the whole day.

On the very next day, November
22, Madhu Limaye (SSP) moved a no-

>

confidence motion with the support
of all the parties in the Opposition.
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
Ram Subhag Singh wanted the dis-
cussion to commence immediately
and the division taken on the same
day. Mr. Vajpayee demanded at least
three days for discussion as the scope
of the motion would cover many as-
pects of misrule of the Government,
apart from the misdeeds committed
through Governors and presidential
declarations. I supported him with
the plea: “The entire aspect of politi-
cal morality of the ruling party will be
discussed. It is not a question to be
decided by the numerical strength.”
The no-confidence motion of Limaye
was discussed for three days.

The Opposition raised a large array
of motions and discussions at every
stage in those days under one or the
other provision of the Rules, without
affecting the functioning of Parlia-
ment and its dignity in any manner,
or causing any disrespect or discom-
fort to the Speaker. Marching into the
well and raising full-throated slogans
to stall the proceedings were un-
known in those times.

It saddens me to note that the BJP
and its allies have announced that
they will stall the proceedings of the
House till the errant Governors of
Goa and Jharkhand are removed. It is
to be noted that there are distinct
provisions for Parliament to vote out
the Union Ministry and for the re-
moval of the President, the Vice-Pres-
ident, the Speaker or the Deputy
Speaker, a judge of the Supreme
Court, the Comptroller and Auditor
General, a judge of the High Court,
and the Chief Election Commission-
er. But there is no provision to im-
peach a Governor.

Regarding adjournment motion,
Rule 59 of the Lok Sabha states that
no matter pending before a statutory
authority shall be permitted if it is
likely to prejudice consideration of
the matter by the court. There are
other avenues and rules available to
Members to raise the issue against
the Government, either under a sub-
stantive motion or a no-confidence
motion, as has been done effectively
by Mr. Vajpayee, Nath Pai, Madhu Li-

') QCL\,(n O A

maye and others in the past.

It is unfortunate that instead of at-
tacking the misrule of the Govern-
ment and its undemocratic actions,
the BJP members are assaulting the
basic existence and functioning of
Parliament itself. It is true that a no-
confidence motion can be easily de-
feated by the Government having a
majority. Nevertheless, valid criti-
cisms and exposure of the Govern-
ment’s misrule by the Opposition go
a long way in inducing a loss of confi-
dence in the Government among the
public. This is what the Opposition
Members in the third and the fourth
Lok Sabha did, which changed the
course of the political history of the
country.

About the degenerating norms of
parliamentary deliberations, it may
be noted here what a distinguished
parliamentarian has said: “Very often,
members feel that the only way they
can be heard or noticed by the House
and especially by the Press and the
television cameras, is not through the
quality of their intervention, but by
using their lung power to the fullest.
The casualty of such behaviour is not
only discipline and decorum in the
House, but also meaningful debate
that is so essential for giving expres-
sion to the aspirations and concerns
of those who elect us. The third cor-
rective that I would like to present
here is the virtue of self-discipline.
Discipline and decorum in the House
cannot be enforced by diktat alone,
although the people certainly expect
the Presiding Officers to act more
firmly while conducting the business
of the House. However, all of us are
aware of the limitations of punitive
action. Ultimately, there is no better
antidote to indiscipline than self-dis-
cipline, and discipline enforced by
the political party through its whips.”

These wise words have come from
none other than Mr. Vajpayee, who
has been a Member almost contin-
uously of either House of Parliament
since 1957. He made the above obser-

‘vation in his article “Making parlia-

mentary democracy deliver on its
promises” in the Lok Sabha publica-
tion (2002), Fifty Years of Indian Par-
liament.

Further, in their 2004 Election
Manifesto, the BJP and its allies
promised to “raise the standards and
efficacy of Parliament, State Legisla-
tures and other elected bodies.” Will
they honour the assurance and take
some steps to raise the standards of
the efficacy of Parliament?
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~ Speaker ( calls for

NEW DELHI, March 20. — Lok Sa-
bha Speaker Mr Somnath Chatterjee
today reiterated the need for a
“constitutional balance” between the
different organs of the State — legisla-
ture, judiciary and executive — and
called upon presiding officers of the
legislative bodies to consider a consti-
tutional scheme of “separation of
powers”. He, however, sought to
downplay the absence of Speakers of
NDA-ruled states saying he had full
confidence in all presiding officers.

Significantly, the conference was
attended by Lok Sabha Deputy
Speaker Mr Charanjit Singh Atwal of
the Akali Dal, a BJP ally, while Tamil
Nadu Speaker Mr K Kalimuthu of
the AIADMK stayed away. -

With the Supreme Court interim
order in the Jharkhand case forming
the backdrop, Mr Chatterjee told the
. Emergent Conference of Presiding
Officers of the Legislative Bodies in
India that one of the basic features of
governance had been violated by the
interim order. “Today’s conference is
not concerned with the political mer-
its and demerits of what happened in
Jharkhand,” Mr Chatterjee told
reporters. “What we discussed today
is related to maintenance of constitu-
tional balance between the different
organs of the state.”

The presiding officers adopted a
resolution, while taking note of the 9
March interim order which extended
the Jharkhand Assembly session by a
day for the trial of strength and direct-
ed videography of the proceedirgs.

They resolved that “there must
exist mutual trust and respect

L

THE STATESMAN

balance of povggn‘/

Mr Somnath Chatterjee greets invitees at
the Speakers’ conference on Sunday. — PTI

between the legislature and the judi-
ciary and also an understanding that
they are not acting at cross purpos-
es”. The conference also called for a
harmonious relation between the
legislatures and the judiciary.

Only 22 presiding officers attended
the conference. Mr Chatterjee refused
to be drawn into the issue. “I am a
politician. But a member of the House
who sits in the chair does not belong to
any particular party,” he quipped.

Mr Chatterjee said the Supreme
Court order on Jharkhand Assembly
issue could not be cited as a prece-
dent. Asked about the UPA govern-
ment’s decision not to seek a Pre-
sidential reference to the Supreme
Court’s directive, he said: “We never
demanded a Presidential reference.”
The Supreme Court interim order “is
unimplementable. It is only ex-parte,”
he added. “I can’t expect the
Supreme Court to pass an unrea-
soned judgment. I am sure it will not
be treated as the law of the land. It is
just an interim order,” he said.

o
-
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~ Patents bill
faces rotigh
wirdeinLS

Nel Delhi: The government
on Friday introduced in the
Lok Sabha the controversial
patents bill amidst vehement
opposition from Left parties
and the NDA.

The bill, piloted by com-
merce and industry minister
Kamal Nath, seeks to replace
an ordinance issued on De-
cember 26 to meet WTO obli-
gations of allowing product
patents in pharmaceuticals,
agri products and embedded
software. The bill was intro-
duced by a voice vote amid
noisy protests from opposi-
tion benches and Left party
members who confended
that the house has no legisla-
tive competence to pass this
bill which threatened funda-
mental right to life of people.

Suresh Kurup, CPM, said
the ordinance was brought
behind the back of parlia-
ment and was against all
democratic spirit. He con-
tended that once legislation
was enacted, Indian pharma-
ceutical companies would be
at the mercy of multination-
al companies.

V Radhakrishnan, also of
CPM, accused the govern-
ment of committing a “fraud
on the constitution” by in-
voking emergency provi-
sions under Article 123 to-
bring in the ordinance. 7

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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RADHIKARAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 14: Barely
has the Jharkhand cacophony
begun to subside and Parlia-
ment resumed its business
than battle lines are being re-
drawn in Delhi.

The BJP-led alliance has
indirectly asked presiding of-
ficers of Assemblies and leg-
islative councils of the states
it rules to boycott a meeting
Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee has called on
March 20 to discuss the consti-

tutional powers of the judici-

ary and the legislature.

The move came on a day
Chatterjee indicated that he
would go ahead with the con-
ference, though the govern-

1 ment had rejected an all-party

suggestion for a presidential

{ reference to the Supreme Cou-

rt on the ruling that advanced
the Jharkhand trust vote.

“I don’t care what the
sarkar says. 1 don't care,” Cha-
tterjee said. However, he said
there is “no confrontation” be-

“Amb sh on Spe

\,/‘

tween the judiciary and the
legislature.

The NDA, unable to make
up its mind on pursuing a
threatened no-confidence mo-
tion against Chatterjee, adopt-
ed aresolution this evening.

1t said: “The NDA is sure
that the Speakers of legisla-
tive Assemblies would exer-
cise statesmanship with a con-
stitutional vision before decid-
ing to attend this conference
and assisting the Lok Sabha
Speaker to pursue an agenda
which can be harmful to Indi-

Beginning this week,
Somnath Chatterjee will
inform the House every
Tuesday how much time has
been lost due to disruptions
in the previous week.

“This is to make the
members aware of their
responsibilities. People

carn also keep track of the
time lost,” a source in the
Speaker’s office said.

an democracy.”

NDA sources said the reso-
lution was phrased “cautious-
ly” so that the coalition would
not be perceived as thrusting
its “diktat” on presiding offi-
cers who are deemed to be
above party politics. “Our Spe-
akers are intelligent enough to
understand the message,” BJP
leader VK. Malhotra said.

The sub-text was that even
a “limited” boycott by presid-
ing officers would strengthen
the NDA's line that the office of
the Lok Sabha Speaker was

aker session |

o g’

getting “enmeshed” in parti-
san politics. The NDA is in
power in seven states, but
some are ruled by the BJP’s al-
lies, all of which are not keen
on pushing the issue beyond a
point.

The Telugu Desam Party
attended the NDA meeting
today but did not confirm
whether it was party to the
resolution.

The NDA is also hoping
that with the government
distancing itself from the
Speaker’s views, the presiding
officers of Congress-ruled
states may not show up for the
meeting.

However, Congress spokes-
person Anand Sharma defend-
ed Chatterjee and said: “He
understands the Constitution
and the role of the Speaker
very well.”

The CPM picked up the
gauntlet thrown by the BJP
and is considering moving a
privilege motion against the
party for “insulting” the office
of the Speaker.

THe
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By Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 13. The Lok
Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chat-
terjee, said today that his state-
ment on the Supreme Court
order of March 9 was “twisted,
distorted and misread to serve
political purposes.” If this “pur-
suit of political purposes” led to
a no-confidence motion against
him, he would face it with a
clear conscience and would not
run away from his responsib-
ilities as the Speaker of the
House of People. Also, there
was no change in his plan to
discuss the implications of the
Supreme Court order with the
Speakers of the State legisla-
tures at a meeting on March 20.

Mr. Chatterjee made these
remarks in an exclusive inter-
view to The Hindu — the first
after his March 10 statement,
which evoked widespread reac-
tion, including adverse com-
ments from the Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party. The Lok
Sabha Speaker addressed all
controversial issues that had
come up in the wake of his
statement.

Anger of judiciary

Refuting the accusation that
his statement had provided am-
munition to the Shibu Soren-
led Jharkhand Government,
which resigned on March 11,
and the pro tem Speaker ap-
pointed by it to stall the imple-
mentation of the Supreme
Court’s directive to complete
the floor test, Mr. Chatterjee
said his statement was not all
concerned with the political
merits or demerits of the Jha-
rakhand situation. “Whether
Jharkhand is pufed by A or B or

Somnath Chatterjee (file photo)

C is of no concern to me. In a
sense, I consider that the Su-
preme Court order is a reflec-
tion of the anger of the judiciary
at the way parliamentary de-
mocracy is practised in this
country. I respect that senti-
ment. But at the same time, |
was and continue to be deeply
disturbed with some basic

" 1oy

thrusts of the order, and that is
what found reflection in my
statement.”

Mr. Chatterjee said that he
perceived the Supreme Court
order as a serious encroach-
ment by the judiciary on well-
demarcated areas of power of
the legislatures and that the
contours of areas of supremacy

of different institutions had got
blurred through the order.
Pointing out that Articles 122
and 212 of the Constitution
symbolised the supremacy of
the legislatures within their
own sphere, he said the provi-
sions were equally binding on
the Speaker as well as the Su-
preme Court.

“What will be the business to
be transacted in the Assembly,
how disturbance and disorder-
liness there will be handled,
who can take steps to maintain
peace, who can take pictures in
the House, all these questions
are related to the procedures of
conduct of the legislatures. My
understanding is that the Su-
preme Court has no role in dic-
tating all this and an order that
relates to all this has certainly
disturbed my conscience. Will
the judiciary send police to
control disturbance in the As-
sembly? Will it send lawyers as
observers to watch the proceed-
ings? Is all this possible? What is
the meaning of this order? All
that I wanted to state was that
the country should take note of
it and discuss whether this is a
good development,” the Speak-
er said, pointing out that the
Jharkhand imbroglio was ulti-
mately resolved by the execu-
tive and not the Supreme Court.

Commenting on the debate
on why the Union Government
refused to follow his directive to
seek a Presidential reference on
the Supreme Court order, Mr.
Chatterjee said the Speaker's
office was not concerned with
the Government at all. He char-
acterised the debate as a classic
example of giving politically
confrontationist connotations
to everything.
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ﬂCNWNO-tI‘lISt move against
o\ Somnath Chatterjee? -

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11. The Na-
tional Democratic Alliance is
planning a three-pronged attack
to help install its own govern-
ment in Jharkhand — it may
consider bringing a no-confi-
dence motion against the Speak-
er of the Lok Sabha, Somnath
Chatterjee; it is seeking another
appointment with the President,
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, to press its
view that an “unconstitutional
government” (of Shibu Soren) is
in office in Jharkhand and
should be dismissed and instead
an Arjun Munda government
should be installed; and it could
think of going to the Supreme
Court again to point out that its
interim order in the Jharkhand-
related case has been violated.

The deputy leader of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party in the Lok
Sabha, V.X. Malhotra, said that
at two meetings of NDA leaders
today, the issue of a no-confi-
dence motion against Mr. Chat-
terjee came up for discussion
but “a decision will be taken on
Monday at a full meeting of the
NDA.”

He virtually said that the
Speaker had no business calling
such a large meeting of party
leaders as he did on Thursday
and he should not have issued

the statement suggesting that a
Presidential reference be made
to the Supreme Court on separa-
tion of powers of the judiciary
and the legislature.

The NDA has also decided to
approach the President once
again to apprise him of the
“fact” of an “illegal minority
government” was continuing in
Ranchi. “We demand that the
Governor of Jharkhand with-
draw his pleasure from the ap-
pointment of Shibu Soren as
Chief Minister, and make [BJP
leader] Arjun Munda the Chief
Minister,” the senior BJP leader
and general secretary, Arun Jait-
ley, said.

“Not only constitutional and
democratic norms have been
flouted, but the Supreme
Court’s order on a trial of
strength in Ranchi have also

been violated,” he added. Jhark-

hand was witnessing “the
strange spectacle of a minority
government and the majority in
Opposition,” he added.
Angered by the developments
in Jharkhand where the pro tem
Speaker, Pradeep Kumar Bal-
muchu, failed to put the Shibu
Soren Government through a
floor test, which has been put off
till March 15, the BJP leader said:
“The Speaker’s statement yes-
terday was being quoted by the

pro tem Speaker [in Ranchi] and
this was an excuse to illegally,
unconstitutionally and in viola-
tion of the Supreme Court’s or-
ders keep the Soren
Government in office for a long-
er period. Their view was that
the Speaker had provided an ex-
cuse to the pro tem Speaker in
Ranchi to violate the court’s or-
der with impunity.

“The ruling party members
created trouble in the Assembly
and forced adjournments and
these were then used as an ex-
cuse not to conduct the floor
test. It is a grand conspiracy of
the United Progressive Alliance,
and the Jharkhand Governor
and pro-tem Speaker have be-
come its instruments.”

A unanimous - resolution
adopted at the NDA leaders’
meeting this morning stated:
“The NDA believes that both the
legislature and the judiciary are
supreme in their own fields.
However, the ultimate suprema-
cy is that of the Constitution.
Both must subserve the purpose
and goals enshrined in the Con-
stitution. The role of the Central
Government, the UPA, the Gov-
ernor and the pro tem Speaker of
the Jharkhand Assembly is ex-
tremely disturbing.”

‘Somnath's approach correct':

Page 11
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Parliament erupts

NEW DELHI, March 11.
— There were frequent
shouts of “Shame! Shame!”
during the brief discussions
on the Jharkhand issue in
Parliament even as the Ass-
embly in that state was get-
ting adjourned. The Rajya
Sabha also witnessed some
noisy scenes as members of
the House demanded im-
mediate central invention
in Jharkhand, which is wit-
nessing a political turmoil.
During Zero Hour, when
special mentions were
being taken up, BJP leader,
Mrs Sushma Swaraj, sought
to intervene saying the
leader of opposition, Mr
Jaswant Singh, had a matter
of import to .convey.
Similarly, the issue was br-
ought up in the lower
house, by BIP leader, Mr
Vijay Kumar Malhotra. Du-
ring the uproar, the house
was briefly adjourned.
Later, when discussions
began, Mr Malhotra said
the pro-tem Speaker in the
Jharkhand Assembly had
no right to conduct the
House. He feared the trou-

" over Jharkhand

Who are they, asks Basu

KOLKATA, March 11. — Former West
Bengal chief minister Mr Jyoti Basu and
Speaker Mr Hasim Abdul Halim today
criticised the role of the judiciary in the

¥ .| Jharkhand episode. “The Supreme Courts

Mr Basu

| role is highly irregular. What was the need
to intervene after the President had summ-
oned the Jharkhand Governor™. “I think
Somnath Chatterjee Is right. | don't think

this is within the duties of the SC. I'll go to

Delhi and find out. They are saying who will vote and who will
not and when the voting will take place, Who are they? This
has never happened before,” Mr Basu said. — SNS & PTI

ble would lead to
President’s rule.

Apart from the BJP, the
Left was also critical of the
government. CPI leader,
Mr Gurudas Dasgupta,
today said he did not
approve of the situation in
Jharkhand and “democracy
was being tinkered with,”
He added that the
Assembly should be asked
to decide and that Presi-
dential rule must be the last
resort. He also criticised the
NDA jor taking MLAs to
Rajasthan, which was a
shame, he added. Mr
Rupchand Pal of the CPI-
(M) made a similar point
about the kidnapping,

Speaker went

NEW DELHI, March 11.
— The BJP today criticised
the Lok Sabha Speaker’s
suggestion for a presidential
reference on the Supreme

Court directive on
Jharkhand, saying he had
gone “overboard”.
Expressing concern over
the ‘selective anger” against
the SC directive, BJP
leader, Mrs Sushma Swaraj
alleged that “the Speaker
hasbecome a party in it and
is trying to force the govern-
ment to go ahead with the
presidential reference on
Supreme Court directive”.
Accusing the Congress of
_playing “dirty games”, BJP
spokesman, Mr Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, said the
Congress wants to stoop
down to any level to form
the government “by hook
or by crook” in Jharkhand.
On the repeated adjourn-
ment of the Jharkhand
House today, Mr Malhotra
said it is clear from their
conduct that the UPA does

overboard: BJP

r Chatterle

not have a majority in
the House.

The BJP also asked
Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh and the
Congress president,
Mrs Sonia Gandhi to come
clean on  the issue
and direct the state leader-
ship to honour democratic
values.

The jungle rgj in
Jharkhand Assembly can-
not take place without sup-
port from the Centre, the
party said. Calling it a
“Central government dicta-
torship”, Mr Malhotra
accused the left parties of
criticising the judiciary.
“Communists have no faith
in the judiciary,” he added.

THE STATESHMY!

Criticism of the Congress
came from the anti-NDA
Samajwadi Party MP, Mr
Mohan Singh as well.

In his reply, defence min-
ister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee
said the Centre or the
Congress should not be
held responsible for the sit-
uation. “It is a matter of the
state and there is no occa-
sion for government inter-
vention.” In the RS, after
initial heckling from the rul-
ing benches, Mr Singh

brought to the notice of the |
House that the Jharkhand
Assembly was adjourned
repeatedly to avoid a vote
of confidence as directed by
the Supreme Court.

ASSEMBLY

President’s rule
may be lifted

PANAJI, March 11. —
Congress leaders in Goa
today claimed that President’s
rule may be lifted from the
state and Mr Pratapsingh
Rane be reinstated as chief
minister as they have “cleared
the misunderstanding about
happenings here” during a
meeting with President AP J
Abdul Kalam and senior party
leaders in New Delhi. — PTI

Razi to stay

NEW DELHI, March 11. —
Centre has ruled out the
possibifity of recalling the
Jharkhand Governor, Syed
Sibtey Razi, as sought by the
opposition BJP. Even while
the UPA government
continued to distance itself
from the developments in
Jharkhand, including the
Governor's controversial
decision to invite Mr Sibu
Soren to form the gaver-
nment, according to sources,
there is no move to recall
him. “For now, there is
definitely no thinking on these
lines;” a source said. — SNS

P




\

v court ord

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. Parliament
today witnessed noisy scenes
over the Supreme Court directive
on Jharkhand even as the Gov-
ernment expressed its willing-
ness to convene an all-party
meeting to discuss the matter.

As soon as the Lok Sabha as-
sembled in the morning, the
members of the Left parties led
by Basudeb Acharia raised the is-
sue, with the Rashtriya Janata
Dal and Congress MPs lending
support. The matter kept crop-
ping up intermittently as agitat-
ed Left party MPs sought to draw
the House's attention to the
issue.

The Speaker, Somnath Chat-
terjee, informed the House that
considering the importance, he
had called a meeting of the lead-
ers in the evening after which he
would make his observation. He
even admonished some mem-
bers who insisted that the issue
be taken up immediately. “Be-
cause of the way we are behav-
ing, other organs are geiting
importance,” he said. “Organs of
the state should conduct [them-
selves] within powers,” the
Speaker later said.

In the Rajya Sabha, the issue
was raised by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist)’s Nilot-
pal Basu but noisy interruptions
by the BJP members drowned

the House in the din. Even when
the Deputy Chairman, K. Reh-
man Khan, said that Mr. Basu
had taken the permission to raise
the matter, it made no difference
to the noise in the House.

Sushma'’s objection

Fali S. Nariman (Nominated)
stood up and had barely said that
he was a supporter of judicial ac-
tivism when the BJP’s Sushma
Swaraj raised a point of order.
Ms. Swaraj said that as Mr. Nari-
man was a lawyer in the Su-
preme Court in the Jharkhand
case and had a conflict of inter-
est on the issue he should not be
allowed to speak.

Her objection triggered a fresh

Echo in Parliament over
er on Jharkhand

wave of protests, with the Con-
gress and the Left parties accus-
ing the NDA members of casting
aspersions on the personal integ-
rity of Mr. Nariman, a senior
lawyer.

Amid heated exchanges be-
tween the ruling and Opposition
benches, Mr. Nariman said that
he was yielding to Ms. Swaraj
and did not wish to say anything
on the issue even as he was re-
quested by the Congress mem-
bers to make his observations. At
one point, the Deputy Chairman
expressed his helplessness by
saying that he had allowed Mr.
Nariman to speak but the mem-
ber had chosen not to make any
observations.

Lok Sabha

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. The Lok
Sabha was adjourned for a short
while this morning over the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance con-
vener, George Fernandes’
reported “threat” that the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
would meet the same fate as
that of her mother-in-law and
former Prime Minister, Indira
! Gandhi.
The issue was raised in the

adjourned over Fernandes’ rem%?k

House by Ram Kripal Yadav of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal as the
discussion on the motion of
thanks to the President’'s ad-
dress was being taken up.

With the Opposition joining
issue as Congress and some Left
members backed the R]D initia-
tive, the Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee, adjourned the
House for 10 minutes.

Later, briefing the media, the
Congress spokesman, Anand
Sharma, said the former Prime

Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, L. K. Ad-
vani, should take a clear
position on the issue.

Stating that the Congress was
agitated over the threat to the
“person of the party president,
Sonia Gandhi,” he said: “Such a
threat in our political life as part
of political dialogue is repre-
hensible and should be con-
demned by all those who
uphold civilised debate.”

“What is implied in George
Fernandes’ unprovoked state-
ment? Is this part of a diabolic
plan or has Mr. Fernandes —
frustrated by the CBI investiga-
tion in the Tehelka scam and
registration of cases against his
close associates including Jaya
Jaitly — lost his sense of propor-
tion and mental balance?”” Mr.
Sharma asked while demanding
that the Government investi

gate the matter. /

’k}m
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“Ruling created disturbing

NEW DELHI, March 10.
— Lok Sabha Speaker Mr
Somnath Chatterjee today
termed the interim SC rul-
ing on Jharkhand as
“greatly disturbing” as it
seemed to intrude into the
sphere of the legislature.

“With all respect to the
Honourable Supreme
Court and without going
into the political menits of
the issue, to my mind, the
order has created a dis-
turbing situation”.

He made the statement
after a two-hour all-party
meeting to discuss the rul-
ing. Mr Chatterjee said
that one of the suggestions
was that a request be
made to the President un-
der Article 143 of the Con-
stitution to refer the mat-
ter to the Supreme Court.

Calling for a discussion
on the issue so that “con-
stitutional balance” can be
restored, the Speaker said:

HESTATESMAN

“In my opinion, as has
been suggested by many
honourable leaders, to
resolve all questions, the
respected President may
be requested to seek the
opinion of the Supreme
Court under Article 143 of
the Constitution,” adding
that “this shows our faith
in the judiciary”.

The Speaker pointed
out that separation of po-
wers was a basic feature of
the Constitution, giving
sustenance to parliamen-
tary democracy.

“The judiciary is sup-
reme in its own sphere and
as such the conduct of the
judges is not permitted to
be discussed in any legisla-
ture. But bona fide views
can always be expressed
on any order or judgment
of even the Honourable
Supreme Court,” he said.

. The Speaker said so far
as the legislatures are con-
cerned, Articles 122 and
212 of the Constitution are

1 4 MAR 2005

two of the mojt important
provisions which symbol-
ise the supremacy of the
legislatures within their
own spheres.

The two Articles ensure,
he said, that no officer or
member of Parliament
who is vested with the
power of regulating the
House procedure or con-
duct of business or main-
taining order, shall be sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of
any court in the exercise of
those powers.

The  Speaker said
whether the chief secre-
tary or the DGP can ass-
ure attendance of MLAs
were issues which were
strictly within the jurisdic-
tion of the legislatures. He
said the legislatures
should consider the conse-
quences of «any encroach-
ment upon their authority
and jurisdiction. “It is nec-
essary for the legislatures

to assert their supremaey,”
he added. /




- . "Poppe elOYEN
IN €,U310S RQIS NI I19pBI[ Pd
-jure;) e, JsureSe oAnoaIp ay) 1dadcoe
0} JNOUJIP Sow0D3q JI $S2IZu0)
ay) 104 10U 10 pamoj[o} Surdq
SI UOTIMINSUO)) 9Y) JAYoYM SPIoop i
1,ued Aym ‘2oeldyiaig s ey p1oT uo
opap ued unoy) swoaxdng oy JI,
:pres ‘enoyeN YA IN ‘wewsoyods
drd 9@ ‘.piepuels 2[qnop,
30 sso1duo) oYy Suisnooy ‘siomod
s,uno0)) swaxdng oY) JO INSSI Sy} UO
«ISTIOH 93 SPIAIp,, 0} Jou 1oxeads
oy} paSin Jgrg oyr ‘iorpeq
"pautejutelt 3q 0}
pey amyelsido] ay) jo AuSIp oy) ey
s1opodal pjo) eULBYS puRUY I
uewsayods ssa18uo) , rey 00y 3urod
Sem WISIAIOE [eIpnf,, :pres IdD Y3,
Jo ueypreq gV IN pue W-1dD 343 Jo
yoolmg yBurg uoysnIeH IN ‘SISPEI
Po1 oy ‘Bunoow SY) dIoyod JSA
ay) Jo exeq [ IN pue eAreyoeneqg
fouey I pue W-IdD AU jo nsed
IN pue eAIRYOY I Aq 1JoT oY) pue
eIloyeN JA I pue feremg eurysng
SN qBuiS juemsef IN AQ pajuds
-o1da1 sem Jrg Y4l -peseld neT IN
pue aepex edon urey JN YE[NPqVY
TewQ I ‘LMoY YsaIng I ‘pezy
IQeN wejngn IJN ‘UewieN Hed
IN QN paieurwou pue jsunf psjou
‘aeqy wewyoy 3 I UeuLreyo An
-dop eyqes eAley popnpul Sunsow

w1 dd)s 0) JUAPISA]
- SjueM vdQ ag\/m %ﬂ— w—hnﬁam\.

Luaed-[ie oy e jussoid asoy]
“IspyeW oY) ssnosip o) Suneswr Aed
-[[e Ue SUSAUOD 0} APEII SEM JUSUILID
-A08 a3 yey3 eyqes eAley] oyl ul pres
pey ‘00} ‘LNOYJEJ YsaIng I sirejje
Kreyuowerred 10J 2381S JO IOISTUIA
‘pANUNUOD [oNP [eqIdSA B USYM Sur
-J39W 9Y} INOqe ISNOH 9Y) POULIOJuL

pey 1oyeadg 2y ‘Aep oy uy I9IIeH
‘sa8pn{ Jo reaowrar 10§ 1doox0
‘sanmp 11941 Jo a3reyosip ur sodpnl
uno) ySig 1o 1mo) oswoaidng
oy} jo 19pIo Aue JO jUSWEIIR]
ur sor[d 93} [[BYS UOISSNOSIP OU ‘17T
J[oNIY I9pun Jey)l puels sji 01 Yous

v abed uo sjRleq

'

01 PanuNuo?d ‘I9A0M0Y ‘g Y3 ‘Kem
-prx Suneow ) Jo N0 Sunjem
“JO)STUTIN
Jwid Ayl YIM Id)ew 9y} SSnosIp
0] Jw} JOJ PAYSe JUSWUIOACS 3y}
30 J[eyaq uo axods oym ‘eslrapniy
qeueld I ‘ISISIWIW S0U3Jap IY]
‘uonsonb ur sem jusweljIed Jo AUFo
-IJAOS 91} Se 9NSSI JY) JO )0U Sno
-119s 00} pue [edISO[[I SeA UOISIOOp
$,1IN00 5y} ples SIoquiow AUB|y ‘€v1
gonoag Ispun 3no)) surardng oy
0] 90usId)aI € Sunjew ySnoxy) uon
-usArdjul siy Sunjeas JuopIsald Y
yoroidde pmoys juswuIsAod oy,

SNS — "V 84t 0} Woddns jo Jele) & ueAIB sey JON Ul ‘JaAdMOH

"ME| UOOSjOp-iue 8y} JO SUOISIAOId By J0RINE JOU PINOM 8y SB 8snoH 8y} jo diys
-10qUIBW SIY BSO| O} PUEIS 10U I 1N JON 8y} Woy pejjadxe oq I 8y ‘VaN
auy Joj se10A yBuis JN ) ‘veroniiod Joiuas e o} Buipioooy VAN 8y} 10} 810A JO
20UBPYUOT JO SO BU) WOl Urelsqe Jauye Jubiw ol ays Jey Auigissod e oq pinoo
aley) pres aainos paoejd-Aubiy v "VN 10} 810A PiN0D 80Uy pue sjuspuadapul
se palwie) 8q pinood Sy ey} os ‘pueyyreyr ul Aed pasiubooss e Jou s 20/g
premiod ay] ‘yeys dejeid nueyg J anbesyiod [eisienouoo Jey pue ejdnbueg
swedy SIN VIN 0jg premoS (dON) ubuis ysejurey Ji Jeisiui jaJe 8aiu) 8y)
"Vdn oy: o) siap! Buiaib snup ‘Yieo Bupie) woy paurejsqe e)siuiw pue Jaquisw
dON 8uoj ey Buipnjour ‘siopersibe; eeiy L “yreo Bunie) siolejsibe) Ly SU (e Yum
VAN 8yt 0} Juem auQ Aeq Kepo} uojsses Ajquiessy ey Jo Aep 1sJlj 8y} U0 VAN
ay; o) woddns sy Buisseidxe Aisnownueun siojeisibe} 1y UM pus Ue 0} SO
o} Ao} s1 puewppreyr ul Jemod yum 1sA1 J8iq SydN 8uL — 01 YdIBI THONYH

PUDIpDYS Ul YN Of SuQ punoy

‘p2onovun o3 jou p[noys JuapoUl ue
Uons jey) pres SIdY)0 pue SISQUIOUE
vdN o4 ‘wsunoe [epipnf-enxo,,
SB poquUOsOp WIRY) JO SWOS IByMm
I0A0 uIOU0d snouods Jurssordxo
aym ‘Sunosw INOy-oMl Y} Iy
*3IMe[SISO[ 9y} puR SANNIANXD
‘Kreroipn{ Suowe 1dodsaes [enjnu
I0} pasu oY) passons yjog "INOH
01977 Surmp asnoy 12ddn oy ur dn
71 Joo) nseq [edjofIN I onSesjoo
Ared Jotuss Siy pue ‘Inoy uonsand
Suump eyqeg Yo oy W (N-1dD)
ek1eyoy qopnseq JN Aq posrel
sem Io)jewW OYJ -onssI pueygieyf
oy} uo 2AnRdaIp 1no) swardng
oyl I2A0 eyqeS ehley oY) pue
eyqes YOI 9yl Yjoq ul passoulim
sougds snoueoldn Sumofjoj pausa
-u0d sem Sunoow Aped-fe aylL
-oInIng 2y}
ur soepd ae} syuowaSuLyul Yyons ou
1R[] 2INSUS pue 1Nod 9y yoeoidde
0} ‘Wwerey [NPqVy (dV IJ WUapIsald
oy} 1sonbai 03 anua) oyl pasin
1o 9y} pue SIOqULW VI 9Y)
‘A[quIassy pueyyIeyf oY) uo ISpIo
1no)) swaidng oY) ssnosip o3 aaf10
-1ey) Yreuwos I 19yeads eyqes
o1 £q pousauod Jupoeswr Ajred
-[fe Y3 JO IO pax[em Aepol 49 Y
MM — ‘0T YoIeW ‘THTAA MEN

1 4 MAR 2005

THE STATESMAN



Motion Of Thanks To Président Tailorhj1ade To Hurl CenSd?e At UPA

pnma
Jharkhan

¥

6
Our Political Bureau K
NEW DELHT 9 MARCH

HE political developments

I in Goa and Jharkhand cast

their shadow on the debate
on the motion of thanks to the
President’s address in Parliament,
with the Opposition training its
guns on the UPA government.

Discussions on the motion of
thanks to the President’s address
in the two Houses of Parliament,
which resumed their proceedings
on Wednesday after a four-day
hiatus caused by the stand-off
over the role of governors in the
twostates, saw a determined Op-
position and the ruling coalition
trading charges over develop-
ments, which, at one point of
time, threatened to consume al-
most the entire first half of Bud-
get session.

Playing to a strategy, the BJP-
led Opposition hit the govern-
ment where it hurt the most.

“The manner in which various
issues are being handled is a mat-
ter of grave concern,” leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha Jaswant Singh said.

“There are several centres of
power. It is really disturbing. we
have a Prime Minister who has
great competence without au-
thority. We have authority, but
there is no competence. This is
the price the country is paying

YEs PRIME MINISTER

precisely,” Mr Singh said.

In the Lok Sabha, the task of
leading the Opposition charge
was left to JD(U) president and
former defence minister George
Fernandes.

Picking points from the presi-
dential address, in particular its
assertion that “in the final analy-
sis, power in India can only flow
from the ballot box, never from
the barrel of the gun”, he at-
tacked the government’s political
reflexes. “Our experiences in Goa
and Jharkhand show how com-
mitted it (the government) is to
ballot and democracy,” he said.
Sounding a cautious note to the
Samajwadi Party, which extends
outside support to the UPA gov-

ernment, Mr Fernandes said:
“After the two states, now they
arelooking for new places and of-
ten references are being made to
Uttar Pradesh.”With Goa and
Jharkhand providing the spring-
board for their assault, the NDA
leaders went all out. Lamenting
that institutions were being erod-
ed, Jaswant Singh said: “If institu-
tions are rendered inoperative or
weak, we are guilty of very sub-
stantial and substantive wrong. It
is saddening.”

He also wondered about the
functioning of the UPA govern-
ment, citing a senior Cabinet
minister’s statement that he was
not aware of the happenings in
Jharkhand to buttress his point.

s political curry of
turmoil in Houseé?

“The government ought to know
what was happening,” he said,
adding: “If they do not know
what was happening, how will
they do the right thing?” He said
the incidents of the recent past in-
dicated that there is no unity in
the ruling UPA coalition, which
was neither united nor progres-
sive. “The UPA abbreviation is a
misnomer,” he said.

Rising to the government’s de-
fence in the Lok Sabha, Basudeb
Acharia of the CPM argued that
the BJP-led NDA has no moral
right to raise the Jharkhand issue
as the same alliance was respon-
sible for installing Nitish Kumar
as the Bihar chief minister after
the 2000 Assembly polls despite
the fact that he did not have the
majority. At the same time, he
cautioned the Manmohan Singh
govemnment against pursuing
anti-poor and anti-people poli-
cies, observing that people not
only wanted change in the gov-
ernment, but also in policy. The
policies of ‘LPG’ (liberalisation,
privatisation and globalisation)
are adversely affecting the coun-
try, he alleged.

Madhusudan Mistry of the
Congress sought to counter the
Opposition onslaught by assert-
ing that while his party was com-
mitted to democratic values, the
same was not the case with the
BJP, which is leading the NDA.

[he Econemic Time:
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Opposltlon stalls
" Parliament over v
A \Razi’s ‘conduct’

By Our Speclal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3. Parliament
was adjourned for the third suc-
cessive day today without trans-
acting much business as a
determined Opposition stalled
proceedings over the “conduct”
of the Governor of Jharkhand in
inviting a minority United Pro-
gressive Alliance coalition to
form the Government.

The Rajya Sabha was initially
adjourned till two p.m. within
minutes of assembling as tem-
pers ran high and Opposition
members raised slogans against
the Government. The Ali-India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam, the Samajwadi Party and
the Telugu Desam Party joined
the NDA members in protesting
the Jharkhand Governor's ac-
tion and demanding his recall.

When the House reassem-
bled, the Bharatiya Janata Party
members were again on their
feet along with those of the
TDP, AIADMK and the SP. Even
as there was pandemonium in
the House, Karan Singh (Con-
gress) moved the motion of
thanks on the President’s ad-
dress, which was seconded by
Vayalar Ravi. Amid the din the
Deputy Chairman, K. Rahman

b e
Khan, adjoufned the House for |
the day.

In the Lok Sabha, no business
could be transacted as an ag-
itated Opposition forced two
adjournments just half-an-hour
into its sitting. Moments after
the House began its second sit-
ting at 11.30 a.m., Devendra
Prasad, who was in the chair,
adjourned it for the day.

‘Undeclared emergency’

Later speaking to mediaper-
sons, the SP leader, Amar Singh,
said the Jharkhand Governor’s
action was “more lethal” than
the Emergency declared in
1975. He alleged that the Con-
gress was up to its old trick of
toppling governments. “This is
an] undeclared emergency
when Opposition voices are be-
ing muffled. However, by this it
should not be taken that we are
supportive of the NDA. It is a
question of constitutional crisis
and we oppose it.”

The AIADMK leader, P.G. Na-
rayanan, voicing his party’s op-
position to the “act of the
Jharkhand Governor in violat-
ing the Constitution and demo-
cratic norms,” clarified that this
did not mean that his party was
with the NDA.

Controversial, says CPI(M)

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3. The Com-
munist Party of India {Marxist)
today said the “hasty manner”
in which the Jharkhand Gover-
nor, Syed Sibtey Razi, had gone
about ascertaining support for
the two combinations was
“controversial.”

The Polit Bureau said the par-

ty held the position that the
claims of majority support must
be decided on the floor of the
legislature. “The Governor, or
the Raj Bhavan, cannot be the
deciding factor.” The BJP
should realise that it had used
Governors in a partisan man-
ner, as seen in the installation of
an unrepresentative govern-
ment in Bihar in 2002, it said.

A
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~Laptop start to Budget Session

Kalam calls
for new deal

NEW DELHI, Feb. 25. —
President Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, a laptop computer
before him, today reiterat-
ed India’s drive towards
- économic development and
social progress and also,
called for a “new deal” for
rural India in the form of
more economic  and
employment opportunities.

Opening the Budget
Session with an address to
both Houses of Parliament,
the President said his gov-
-erninent was committed to
the national Common Min-
imum Programme (CMP)
and to creating an environ-
‘ment of social and political
stability to ensure the welfa-
re of weaker sections of s-
ociety. He spoke of the go-
vernment’s desire for “a
caring polity and a sharing
economy.”

. After a recent shoulder
injury, the President was
more comfortable using a
laptop than turning the
pages of his 24-page
address. This is the flrst
time a head of state has

nESTA TBMA”

used a computer to help
him deliver an address in
Parliament.

Appreciating the “judi-
cious mix of economic poli-
cies and administrative
intervention” by his gov-
ernment, Dr Kalam said it
managed to bring down the
rate of inflation to 5 per

cent after it had risen to

above 8 per cent. He said
foreign trade has grown by
5.6 per cent in April-
January 2004-05.

“All macro-economic in-
dications are robust and
positive” and there is an air
of optimism in the econo-
my and the markets, the
President said, adding that
the government will contin-
ue to pursue policies to sus-"
tain “this recovery and
accelerated growth” while
maintaining a  high
degree of fiscal discipline.

The President spoke of
India being an “inclusive
society, a caring polity and
a sharing economy,”

He called for a “fair
deal” for the deprived sec-
tions and a “new deal” to
rural India.
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/BJP to stall

Parliament
over Goa
(gsmi sal

A
A
OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDE

New Delhi, Feb. 24: As the
Congress-led alliance shored
up its strength in the 35-mem-
ber Goa Assembly after a sen-
ior BJP legislator resigned his
seat and brought down its
number to 16, four days ahead
of the confidence vote, the
BJP’s central leaders decided
they would stall proceedings
in Parliament on March 1 over
the “undemocratic” dismissal
of the Manohar Parrikar gov-
ernment.

The meeting of the BJP
leaders this evening, chaired
by former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was held
to draw up a tentative strategy
to corner the UPA in the budg-
et session.

The strategy will be fine-
tuned in another meeting
of the NDA leaders tomorrow,
which will also decide
whether the NDA will boycott
the rail budget presentation
by railway minister Laloo
Prasad Yadav on February 26
as he was labelled as a “taint- | ||}
ed” minister by the alliance.

S.S. Ahluwalia, the BJP’s

Parikkar: Hard times

chief whip in the Rajya Sabha,
called the Goa government’s
dismissal as a “bypass surgery
of the anti-defection law” and
said it was a “matter of public
importance which we want
to discuss in a democratic
manner”. Realising the poten-
cy of the issue, sources said
it would be raised after the
presentation of the general
budget.

A Congress ministry head-
ed by Pratapsinh Rane was in-
stalled on February 2 after “E TELEGRAPH
governor S.C. Jamir dis-
missed the Manohar Parrikar-

led BJP government. £
Former Goa deputy chief | | 2 5 F EB 7Pq K
minister Digambar Kamat

quit the BJP today with plans
to cross over to the Congress,
causing a major setback to the
BJP in its tussle to return to
power in the state. With both
the BJP and the Congress al-
most equally poised in the bat-
tle for numbers, every MLA
counts. Rane will seek a vote of
confidence on Monday:

Parrikar made desperate
attempts to get back Kamat to
his side. He told reporters that
he “apprehended danger” to
his party MLAs and also to his
“own life”.

The BJP leaders at today’s
meeting also took the view
that the government must
“clarify and elucidate” its po-
sition on “crucial” aspects of
the latest peace package it of-
fered to Pakistan. BJP sources
objected to the “manner” in
which the government an-
nounced the start of the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus service
“witheut taking the Opposi-
tion and the country,into con-
fidence”. / y
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