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NEW DELHI: The Central Vigilanéﬁ
Commission on Monday tol
the Supreme Court that there
were “adequate grounds” to
prosecute former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Mayawati in the
Rs. 175-crore Taj corridor scam.
| This opinion runs contrary to
that of Attorney-General Milon
K. Banerjee, based on which the
director of the Central Bureau
of Investigation had decided not
to proceed against her.

Not accepting the CBI’s
stand, the apex court in March
directed the CVC to scrutinise
the CBI materials pertaining to
the investigation and submit a
report.

In the light of the CVC recom-
mending the prosecution of Ms.
Mayawati and five others, a
three-Judge Bench, comprising
Justice Ruma Pal, Justice S.B.
Sinha and Justice S.H. Kapadia,
directed that all of them be im-
pleaded. The Bench directed
them to file a proper application
in this regard within a week and
a rejoinder by the parties con-
cerned a week thereafter.

Apex court’s direction

The apex court in February
asked Solicitor-General G.E. Va-
hanvati how the CBI could close
the case without the leave of the
court and directed the CBI to
produce all the material before
the CVC. On March 14, the CBI
submitted 18 volumes of materi-
al relating to the investigation.

The CVC, in its report to the
court, recommended the prose-
cution of Ms. Mayawati, former
State Environment Minister
Naseemuddin Siddiqui and for-
mer State Environment Secre-
tary R.K. Sharma and officials
Rajendra Prasad, Kamal Radhu
and M. Sharma. The CVC agreed
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with the CBI decision to close
the cases against former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Secretary D.JS.
Bagga, Mayawati’s former per-
sonal secretary P.L. Punia, for-
mer Union  Environment
Secretary K.C. Mishra, former
State Environment Secretary
VK. Gupta and S.C. Bali, manag-
ing director of the company that
undertook the contract for the
Taj heritage corridor project.

Senior counsel K.X. Venugo-
pal, appearing for Ms. Mayawati,
questioned the CV(C’s recom-
mendation and said the super-
vision of the CVC would not
mean it could direct the manner
in which the CBI should conduct
the investigation and file a
charge sheet. He said it would be
the exclusive jurisdiction of the
CBI to file a case or not and once
the Attorney-General had given
his opinion to close the case, the
CVC could not recommend
prosecution.
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Bangarappa quits LS seat,
now Karnataka SP chief

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 10

FORMER KARNATAKA
chief minister S, Bangarap-
pa, who quit the BJP earlier
this week, on Thursday re-
signed his Lok Sabha seat
and joined the Samajwadi
Party. The veteran leader
will now become SP presi-
dent in Karnataka.

Seventy-two-year-old Ban-
garappa had joined BJP
ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections and had won the
elections from Shimoga in
Karnataka. Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee announced
in the Lok Sabha ahead of
Question Hour that he had
accepted Bangarappa’s res-
ignation.

The Karnataka leader,
who had long association
with the Congress before
ioining the BJP, was admit-

ed to the Samajwadi Party

by its president and UP
chief minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav at the party
headquarters. Several party
leaders and MPs including
Amar Singh, Ram Gopal Ya-
dav, Jaya Bachchan, Jaya
Prada and Salim Shervani
were present.

Mulayam said Bangarap-
pa was an old socialist and
his entry into the Samajwa-
di Party should encourage
all former socialists to come
together and the party bene-
fit from his vast political ex-
perience. Bangarappa said a
big party convention would
he held in Bangalore on
March 25.

Asked why he had quit
the BJP, he said the party
did not keep its word on fol-
lowing secularism. It was

AP

S. Bangarappa with Samajwadi Party general secreatary Amar Singh at Parliament House in

New Delhi on Thursday.

wrong to say that he left the
party because he was not
given certain office. In a pre-
pared statement, Bangarap-
pa said the Congress talked
of secularism but was re-
sponsible for Babri demoli-
tion and anti-Sikh riots.
“They may be the new pow-
er lords of the nation but

they are definitely not secu-
larists,” he said, adding the
Congress party’s incompe-
tence as a political force be-
came conspicuous when it
failed to stop the communal
force during Narendra
Modi’s rule in Gujarat.

In this “dark hour” he
said the Samajwadi Party

had humbled the BJP in UP
and brought down its parlia-
mentary strength substan-
tially. The Samajwadi Party
was the principal force
fighting the communal
forces in UP and without its
role, the Congress could not
head the UPA government
in Delhi, he said.
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Rabri stakes clalm Buta plays safe

HT Correspondent )
Patna, March 5

(Uﬂ

AFTER THE Sibtey Razi fiasco in
Ranchi, Bihar Governor Buta Singh is
playing it safe in Patna.

Hours after Rabri Devi formally
staked claim to form the next govern-
ment, Buta assured an NDA team he
would invite only that combination
which submits to him sworn affidavits
of support from at least 122 MLAs, con-
clusively proving its majority in the
243-member House.

Rabri, who was accompanied to Raj
Bhavan by husband Lalu Prasad Yadav,
fell far short of that figure. “We have
submitted a list of 75 RJD MLAs, 10 of
Congress, 3 of NCP, 2 of BSP and 1 of
CPI(M) who have pledged their support
to us,” Lalu told reporters after the
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Saorenhas 9 days

THE NEXT session of the Jhark-
hand Assembly will begin on
March 10 and the vote of confi-
dence will be held on March 15,
sources said in Ranchi. The Speak-
er will be elected on March 11.
PTI, Ranchi

meeting with Buta.

Later, an NDA team met Buta to ask
him not to invite Rabri to form the gov-
ernment, BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi told reporters. He claimed that
144 MLAs — 92 of the NDA, 29 of LJP, 7
of CPI-ML, 4 of Samajwadi Party and
12 Independents — had pledged not to
support RJD. “We have been assured

THE HDUSTAN Tives

by the Governor that he would abide by
the Constitution and no injustice
would be done,” Modi said.

Neither the NDA nor the RJD has any
hope of reaching the figure of 122 with-
out support from Ram Vilas Paswan’s
LJP. Paswan, however, has stuck to his
decision to oppose both groups.

Several Independents, led by
Jagdish Sharma, too met the Governor
today. They said they had taken the ini-
tiative to get Paswan and JD(U) leader
Nitish Kumar to form a non-RJD, non-
BJP government. “If they fail to clinch
a deal, we (the Independents) should be
given a chance to form the govern-
ment,” Sharma said.

Fellow independent Kishore Kumar
Munna chipped in: “We don’t want
President’s Rule.”

# See also Page 2
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Lalu lo

PATNA, Feb. 28. — For the first time

in tha wasse 10 .

w we past L) years, RJD chief and
railway minister Mr Lalu Prasad finds
hnnself caughtina tncky situation with
no “escape route” in sight and all
options running out. With elections
throwing up a fractured mandate and
“king maker” Mr Ram Vilas Paswan
proving to be a hard nut to crack even
after 36 hours of the announcement of
results (he has written to the Governor
informing him of his stand not to sup-
port either the RJD or the BJP) both
the “Raja of Bihar” and his chief min-
ister wife have become wary about
their fate. RJD legislators are to elect
their leader tomorrow.

Under the prevailing situation, the
powertul Yadav couple is apprehen-
sivg of losing their respective posts to
see their party in office for the fourth
consecutive term. As such, this is the
only option, say observers. It is also
the only condition for Mr Paswan’s
support to the RJD in government
formation.

Given some half-a-dozen fodder
scam cases as well as the cases relat-
ing to disproportionate assets in
which Mr Prasad is an accused, he can
hardly afford to quit the Bihar chair
or withdraw his party’s support to the
UPA government at the Centre.
Political compulsions have apparently
forced the RJD chief to use “respec-
table” language towards his “enemy
No. 1” Mr Paswan who holds the key
to government formation and not
name the chief ministerial candidate.

While Mr Paswan has been advo-
cating a minority candidate for the
chief minister’s post, he categorical-
ly declared that he would neither
support the RID nor the BJP. The
LJP president’s stand leaves room
for the return of a “secular” govern-
ment in the state. Mr Prasad’s curi-
ous silence on the chief ministerial
candidate has added grist to the
rumour mill. “Our party will decide
who will be the chief minister” was

oks for w
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Mr Lalu Prasad and hIS wife, Mrs Rabn Devi, address the media in Patna aﬂer the chlef

way out

minister tendered her resignation to the Governor on Monday. — PTI

all that Mr Prasad had to say when
asked if Mrs Rabri Devi would be
the RJD candidate for the job.

She is in office since 25 July 1997
when Mr Prasad had to resign as
chief minister after being charge-
sheeted in the fodder scam.

Replacing Mrs Rabri Devi with a
Muslim leader will not only send a
positive signal to the minority com-
munity about Mr Paswan but also
serve a crushing blow to the already
crumbling edifice of the RIJD built
with the support of the M-Y (Mus-
lim-Yadav) equation. The LJP has
succeeded in breaking the RID’s M-
Y equation to a great extent. Mr
Paswan formed the D-M (Dalit-
Muslims) equation to counter RID’s
M-Y factor and he seems to have
gained. Thus, the appointment of a
Muslim to the hot seat will copsoli-
date Mr Pgswan’s base. He is keep-
ing his ¢a j ds close to his chegt

THE STATESMAN

Rabri resigns

PATNA, Feb. 28. — Mrs Rabri Devi today
submitted her resignation to Governor
Mr Buta Singh who asked her to conti-
nue in office till alternative arrangements
were made. The chief minister, accompa-
nied by her husband Mr Lalu Prasad,
reached Raj Bhavan around 11 a.m. and
submitted her resignation. Mr Prasad
said later that his party would stake
claim to form a government in the state
after consulting “secular” parties. — SNS

UPA meet today
The UPA Coordination Committee is
to meet in Delhi tomorrow. Though
the meeting has been convened to dis-
cuss the Budget, it is expected that
Mrs Sonia Gandhi would hold parleys
with Mr Lalu Prasad and Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan. But sources said, a solu-
tion would take time given the bitter-
ss between the Bihar strongm%
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