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ifteen years after he took Bihar by storm, Lalu

Prasad has been handed a drubbing so severe it has

stunned pundit and pollster alike. That the sun was

setting on the 15-year reign of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal was obvious enough. Yet neither the exit polls nor
reports emerging from the field captured the scale of voter
dissatisfaction with what, in the final months, came to be
seen as the Lalu-Buta regime. In the event, it was a clean
sweep for the Janata Dal (United)-Bharatiya Janata Party
combine spearheaded by Nitish Kumar. Of the 243 seats on
offer, the JD (U)-BJP has mopped up 143, leaving 65 to the
RJID-Congress-Communist Party of India (Marxist) alli-
ance. As expected, the Ram Vilas Paswan-led Lok Janshakti
Party-Communist Party of India alliance finished at the
bottom of the pile with 13 seats. Without any doubt the
election belongs to Mr. Kumar. Working determinedly
among the people, the JD(U) leader capitalised on the many
follies of Governor’s rule. A key strategy was to woo op-
pressed caste groups long neglected by the RJD. The addi-
tion of a good chunk of the votes of Most Backward Classes
to the JD (U)-BJP’s kurmi-upper caste base appears to have
tilted the balance against the RJD. Who would believe that
18 months ago, Mr. Prasad’s party with its allies, the Con-
gress and the LJP, made short work of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance, capturing 29 of Bihar’s 40 Lok Sabha seats on
a44.4 per cent vote share?

This picture-perfect alliance was in tatters by February
2005. With the Congress opting to go with Mr. Paswan, the
RJD lost that Assembly election. But it was still the single
largest party, with 75 seats and a vote share of 25.05 per cent.
Since then, it has lost 21 seats and a couple of percentage
points in vote share. This is a huge decline from the 30.7 per
cent the RJD polled in the May 2004 Lok Sabha election.
The RID-Congress-CPI(M) alliance seemed to have conven-
tional arithmetic on its side but what is clear is that this
cannot overcome swings in the popular mood. Two factors
appear to have done in the alliance. The first was the percep-
tion that Mr. Prasad was a proxy ruler who manipulated the
Raj Bhavan and refused to play fair. The second factor was
the Union Cabinet’s midnight decision to dissolve the
House. The Supreme Court’s verdict holding this act to be
unconstitutional sealed Mr. Prasad’s fate. The RJD chief is
not one to be underestimated: he retains considerable sup-
port among the deprived. Meanwhile, there is a need for
serious reflection on the recent trend of low voter turnout in
Bihar. It declined from 46.5 per cent in February 2005 —
itself a massive drop from 2000 — to 45.5 per cent this time.
Such evidence of voter apathy is all the more intriguing
considering the nature and size of the JD(U)-BJP victory. A
high voter turnout, signifying protest on the one side and
enthusiasm on the other, was a feature of recent elections
that delivered emphatic mandates — in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, and Haryana. Nitish Kumar’s
triumph is a significant break from this pattern.
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Bad day
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 5. — The Rashtriya
Janata Dal MP, Mohammad Shahabuddin
Khan, wanted in about three dozen crimi-
nal cases, was arrested today. The MP from
Siwan was picked by Bihar police from his
official residence at 5 Bishambhar Das
Road. The officers, camping in the Capital,
had been tipped off by Delhi Police.

The MP from Siwan was not even
allowed a change of clothes, brought to
Parliament Street police station by an aide.
A five~-member Bihar Police team led by
sub-inspector Gauri of Hussainganj police
station raided Md Shahabuddin’s resi-
dence around 1 p.m. today: The RJD lead-
er had apparently arrived there late last
night. Bihar police are seeking transit
remand of Md Shahabuddin to take him to
Siwan. The MP was first.taken to Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital for a checkup
after he complained of chest pain. “He will
be produced at the court of the designated
magistrate hearing the transit remand plea
later,” a Bihar officer said.

Md Shahabuddin had been evading
arrest since eight non-bailable warrants
were issued against him. A nation-wide
alert was sent out in August by Bihar
Police after it was accused not doing much
to nab the RJD leader. The MP has as many
as 34 criminal cases and eight non-bail-
able arrest warrants pertaining to seizure
of foreign-made arms, ammunition and
currency, pending against him.

The Siwan district and sessions judge,
Mr Abhijit Sinha, had rejected Md
Shahabuddin’s anticipatory bail plea on
24 October. He was hearing a case in
which the MP had been accused of falsify-
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snated in Delhi

Md Shahabuddin after his arrest in
New Delhi on Saturday. AFP

ing the number of cases pending against
him in the affidavit affixed to his nomina-
tion papers submitted ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls last year.

On the instructions of the then district
magistrate of Siwan, Mr CK Anil, a case
had been registered against Md
Shahabuddin for putting down the num-
ber of cases pending against him as 19
when it was in reality 34. Mr Sinha again
rejected the MP’s anticipatory bail petition
on 28 October in a case pertaining to
recovery of firearms of foreign make dur-
ing raids on his house in April 2005. At
that time, automatic pistols of German
make and cartridges made in Pakistan had
been recovered.

The RJD MP, who has never lost an elec-
tion in his life, was externed from the dis-
trict last month until 20 December by dis-
trict magistrate Mr SK Mal in apprehen-
sion of a breach of the peace during the
Bihar elections.

Another report on page 5



‘Paswan’s ultimatum on Bihar

‘Choose between
me and the RJD;

¥

PRESS Trust of india
Patna, September 10
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LJP PRESIDENT Ram Vilas Paswan on Satur-
day said it was for the Congress to decide
whether it wanted to go to polls in Bihar on a
“larger” UPA platform comprising a majority
of its allies or with the RJD.

Asking the Congress leadership to steer
clear of the controversy over the issue of a
Muslim chief minister, Paswan asserted he
was ready to make any sacrifice for the uplift of
minorities, dalits and other weaker sections.

“By stating that our party’s demand for a
Muslim chief minister is unreasonable and im-
practical, the Congress has done political hara-
kiri. Its secular credentials are now at stake,”

Paswan said.
LJP’S CASE

The Union minis-
STATE PACTS

ter for steel, chemi-
cals and fertilisers
Paswan said he had
recently urged Sonia

also ruled out the
possibility of his re-

Gandhi not to drag

national-level politics
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UPA “under pressu-
re”. “If the LJP's de-
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racy in projecting
his wife Rabri Devi
as chief minister?
Does it augur well
for the Congress to align with Lalu Prasad who
is instrumental in increasing the communal
and fascist forces represented by the NDA?” “It
is now for the Congress to choose between the
RJD and the LJP and retract from its stand de-
scribing my party’s insistence on a Muslim be-
coming chief minister as unreasonable and im-
practical,” he said.

Reiterating that the LJP would not make any
compromise and would maintain an equal dis-
tance from both the RJD and BJP, Paswan
claimed “the LJP represents the larger UPA
with support of majority of its allies in Bihar
and the ball is now in the court of the Con-
gress, to decide whether it wanis to stay with
us or join hands with the RJD.”
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Ram Vilas Paswan: Defiant

No truck with Cong: CPM

AGENCIES
Dhanbad (Jharkhand), September 10

THE CPI(M) has made it clear
that it will not forge any allian-
ce with the Congress in the
forthcoming Assembly election
in Bihar, but will try to prevent
split in the secular votes.

The party’s politburo mem-
ber, Brinda Karat, said here on
Saturday that the CPI(M) had
ideological differences with the
Congress and just for the sake
of secularism it did not wish to
join any alliance with it.

Rather, it would like to main-
tain equidistance between the
Congress and the BJP,

However, she said, the party
would try its best to check divi-
sion of secular votes in the elec-
tion. And keeping this in mind
the leadership favoured forma-
tion of a third front, which, she
felt, was not possible without
the Janata Dal (United) partici-
pating in it. But unfortunately,
the JD (U) is not in a mood to
leave the BJP.

Talking to newsmen, Karat,

SECULAR VOTE

Brinda Karat

whao arrived here on Saturday
morning {o attend a party func-
tion, however, clarified that the
third front be formed on the ba-
sis of policy and not as an elec-
toral arrangement. “It did not
last long when experimented in
the past”.

She said her party had decid-

pay l -

ed to go along with the RJD in
Bihar and a seat-sharing for-
mula would soon be finalised.

Denying that her party was
responsibie for a division in the
Left Front in the state ahead of
the polls, she said the CPI-M
and the CPI had contested as-
sembly election separately in
the last edition.

The CPI-M, she added, had
differences with the Congress
on many points, especially on
the implementation of the
Common  Minimum Pro-
gramme and the ‘party is
protesting in its own way.’

She said her party would try
its best to manage Central aid
for drought-hit Jharkhand.

Holding the state’s BJP gov-
ernment responsible for the
panchayat election mess, Karat
said the CPI-M would file a writ
in the Supreme Court if the
government failed to imple-
ment the Bhuria committee re-
port. Brinda had come here to
campaign for the proposed na-
tionwide trade union on Sep-
tember 29.

Third front
by Sept 23?

Patna, September 10

LJP leader Ram Vilas Paswan
said efforts were on to have a
perfect seat-sharing arrange-
ment among UPA partners mi-
nus the RJD in Bihar. Howev-
er, Paswan said the picture of
the third front, comprising
the LJP, CPI and CPI-ML (Lib-
eration), was likely to get cle-
arer by September 23 when the
Election Commission notifies
elections in constituencies go-
ing to polls in the first phase,
on October 18.

Referring to CPI-ML gener-
al secretary Dipankar Bhatta-
charya’s statement advising
Paswan to break ranks with
the UPA and strive for “a broa-
der front” against the RJD and
NDA, Paswan said though the
LJP had not initiated any talks
with the CPI-ML, CPI leaders
were in touch with the latter.

“The CPI-ML's anti-Con-
gress and anti-RJD stand is kn-
own. The CPI-ML cannot join
hands with any party havinga
poll pact with either of the two
parties,” he said, hinting at the
possibility of seat-adjustme-
nts with the CPI-ML. PTI
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_-—UPA Yet To Decide On Fate Of Alliance

Congress issues Sept 23
deadlme e to Paswan 1~

New Delhi Q L
7 SEPTEMBER

HE Congress on Wednes-

I day gave a deadline to LJP

chief Ram Vilas Paswan
upto September 23 to decide
whether it wanted to come with
RID-led UPA in the coming Bihar
Assembly polls.

“It cannot be open ended, the
obvious deadline is Septernber 23
when the notification for the
polls will be issued,” AICC gener-
al secretary Digvijay Singh told
reporters after Mr Paswan had an
hour-long meeting with Sonia
Gandhi. Ms Gandhi told the LJP
leader that “we cannot wait for-
ever”, according to Mr Singh.

Mr Singh said during the
meeting Mr Paswan conceded
that if a third front is floated it
would obviously benefit the
BJP-led NDA. Mr Digvijay
Singh, who is in charge of Con-
gress affairs in Bihar, said Mr
Paswan had sought some time
and his party wanted the LJP
chief to decide about his position
as early as possible.

“You tell me is it viable?” Mr
Singh shot back at a questioner
when told Mr Paswan was still

insisting on an “antjzRID, anti-
BJP formulation*for the coming

ALEE

polls. He merely said it was not
for him but for the UPA to decide
whether Mr Paswan could re-
mainin the alliance at the Centre
if he failed to be with it in Bihar.
Asked whether the Congress
was exasperated with Mr Paswan
and making efforts to rope him in
the UPA in Bihar, Mr Singh said it
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was not so. “One has to have pa-
dence. The Congress president
has immense patience,” he said.
Mr Singh dismissed it as hypo-
thetical, a query whether Mr
Paswan had agreed to help the
UPA form the next government in
Bihar if the assembly throws up a
hung verdict. —PTI
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& Paswan’s Muslim
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Shantanu Nandan
B Sharma
NEW DELHI 27 AUGUST

OK Jan Shakti party
chiefand Union steel,
chemicals and fertilis-'

ers minister Ram Vilas
Paswan has been pushing
his case hard to install a
Muslim as the next chief
minister of Bihar, While
talking to ET, Paswan has
clearly stated that his advo-
cacy for a Muslim candi-
date will help him break
the MY (Muslim-Yadav)

card may help LJP .,

combine of his rival Lalu
Prasad Yadav's RJD and al-
low 17% Muslims in Bihar
to group with Dalits (18%).
“1 have been very clear
about who are our voters
this round. Dalits have
been my traditional voters.
They don't want to see me
as the chief minister of Bi-
har. Rather, their dream is
to see me as the Prime Min-

ister of the country. Butmy

persistent call for having a
Muslim chief minister in
Bihar has made Muslims in
the state rallying around

e
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my party,” he sald

“A lot of Muslim youths
including some Bihari stu-
dents from Jamia Milia Is- |

‘lamia and Aligarh Muslim .

University have joined my
party. Also 109 Most Other |
Backward Castes (MOBC), |
which comprise 35% of |
Bihar's total population,
have begun to join my
camp in a big way,” he fur-
ther pointed out. Interest-
ingly, the LJP put up 41 |
Muslim candidates in the |
last Assembly polls, but
none of them was elected.
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~ CM SHOULD BE A MUSLIM, INSISTS LJP CHIEF

- Paswan game

\I\

“for RJD govt ..

NEW DELHI/RANCHI May 22. — Foll-
owing the rebellious mood of the Lok
Janashakti Party MILAs, its chief, Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan, today gave tacit consent to the
process of an RID-led government forma-
tion in Bihar — provided the chief minister is
from a minority community.

The government formation process was
accelerated today after a majority of LIP
MLAs came out openly against Mr Paswan.
Worried over a possible split, the LIP chief
today met the Union home minister, Mr
Shivraj Patil and the AICC leader in-charge
of Bihar, Mr Harikesh Bahadur.

Mr Paswan paraded 10 of his 29 MLAs
before Mr Bahadur and claimed that he had
the support of two more MLAs who are in jail.

He reportedly accepted Mr Bahadur’s “for-
mula” of an RID-led government minus Mr
Lalu Prasad’s family. Mr Patil also met Mr Pra-
sad after which he reportedly sought a detailed
report from the Governor, Mr Buta Singh.

Mr Paswan said that he had no objection
whether RJD gave outside support or joined
the proposed government in Bihar. “My only
demand is that the chief minister should be a
Muslim and Mr Prasad’s family should not
take part in the government,” he said.

The leader of the LIP rebel MLAs, Mr
Narendra Singh, however, said most of the
MLAs were in favour of a non-RJD govern-
ment. Ruling out possibility of a split, Mr
Singh said that it was only because of Mr
Paswan’s stubbornness that LJP MLAs were
in rebellious mood.

Also today, the dissident LJP MILAs who
had shifted base from Chandil to Ghatshila
threatened to split the party if Mr Paswan
does not join hands with the NDA. The 12
LJP MLAs and five from the JD-U were
today joined by three more legislators — Mr
Munna Shukia (LJP), Mr Lallan Singh (JD-
U) and Mr Jagdish Sharma who is the leader
of the 17 Independent legislators in Bihar.

Paina bandobast
fuels specvlation

PATNA, May 22. — Amid the political high drama,
all roads leading to Raj Bhavan in Patna have
‘baen sealed, fuelling speculation.

The police have been put on maximum alert. In
addition, four companies of RAF have been
,deployed in and around Raj Bhavan and the state
_government has sought another 50 companies of
-paramilitas  forces from the Centre. The Binar -
Governor, Mr Buta Singh, is in New Delhi.

“Two theories are doing the rounds, Some one
from among the “secular” parties may be
administered the oath as Bihar CM. This will
spoll the NDA's chances of causing a split in the
LJP and staking claim to form the government.
Second, the Governor may dissolve the state
Assemb!y kept in suspended animation. — SNS

Taraiyya MLA Mr Janak Singh said that Mr
Paswan should give up his rigid stand. He
claimed the support of 22 LJP MLAs and
said that it is now left to Mr Paswan to join
them. However, another legisiator, on condi-
tion of anonymity, said that the LJP was still
well short of 20 MLAs. With Mr Munna
Shukla’s arrival, the number of LJP MLAs
camping in Ghatshila has gone upto 13.
There were reports that some senior JD-U
leaders were also heading to Ghatshila to
mecet the dissident LJP MLAs.

Lalu threatens to file FIR

Mr Lalu Prasad today threatened to file an
FIR against “horse-trading” and “wrongful
confinement” of MLAs, adds PTT. “I will file
an FIR against the horse-trading and wrong-
ful confinement of legislators in Bihar.” Mr
Prasad said just as cattle were sold and pur-
chased at the Sonepur cattle fair in Bihar,
MLAs were being bought. He, however,
remained non-committal on the issue of gov-
ernment formation in Bihar when asked
whether his party would stake claim.
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Crisis for Paswan as
Nagmam quits LIP

Rumours Of Talks Between Several Party MLAs, .ID(U)

(1o

Patna/New Delhi: The Ram Vi-
las Paswan-led Lok Janshakti Par-
ty (LJP), which holds the key to
power in Bihar, was thrown into
turmoil on Saturday when party
secretary-general Nagmani re-

signed amid claims that a section :
of LJP MLAs were “holding :

talks” with the Nitish Kumar-led
Janatal Dal(U) over the formation
of the state’s government.
Nagmani, who quit the primary
membership of the party, accused
Paswan in Patna of “intransi-
gence” on the issue of supporting
the BJP-led NDA and claimed are-
volt by LJP MLAs was imminent.
Paswan, whose party has 29
MLAs in the 243-member house,
told reporters in Delhi that at-
tempts to split his party would not
succeed even as he hinted at the
involvement of both the NDA and
Lala Prasad’s Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) in Nagmani’s move.

2.2 WY 2085

The RJD, which lost power in
the assembly polls over two
months back, has 75 MLAs while
the NDA has 92—JD(U) 55 and
BJP 37. The Congress, which has
thrown in its lot with the RJD, has
10 members, the CPI-ML seven,
Samajwadi Party four, the NCP
and CPI three each, the BSP two
and CPI(M) one. In addition, there
are 17 independents.

Nagmani himself maintained
that at present there was no revolt

and dismissed as “rumours” re-

ports that a sizeable number of
LJP MLAs were in Jamshedpur to
explore with the JD(U) the possi-
bility of installing a popular gov-
ernment in Bihar. However, his
wife Suchitra Sinha, an LJP MLA,
said if Paswan was not becoming
the chief minister, the only option
was Nitish Kumar.

Amid speculations of a split in
the 29-member LJP legislature
party, president of the party’s dis-
solved Bihar unit Narendra Singh
urged Paswan to offer support to
Nitish Kumar to form a non-RJD
government.

Meanwhile, Bihar governor
Buta Singh had a 30-minute meet-
ing with Union home minister
Shivraj Patil on Saturday after
which he said he was keeping a
constant watch on the situation
and would intervene at the “right

i34
moment”. R



‘UP rebels rwoottf”for JD-U

VARGHESE K. GEORGE '}
PATNA | MAY 21

AMVILAS

Paswan’s LJP tot-

tered on the verge

of a split on Satur-
day with at least a dozen
MLAs revolting in favour of a
government led by JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar.

Munna Shukla, the don-
turned-MLA, galvanising the
pro-NDA elements within the
LJP, told Express that Paswan
must now see reason and
support Kumar in forming a
government. Shukla, how-
ever, denied his involvement
in ferrying MLAs out of Bi-
har. “MLAs are doing it on
their own and I am unaware
of the developments. [ spent
time in the LJP office even to-
day. But I do request to
Ramvilasji that he come
around in support of a Nitish
government,” Shukla said.

Though there are versions
on how many MLAs have
crossed over — it varies from
12t0 17 —itis already clear
that a larger number of LIJP
MLAs are in support of the
NDA government, Sources in

22 MLY ~
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Party faces split;
more than 12 MLAs
in safe custody in
BJP-ruled Jharkhand

the rebel camp, dominated
by upper caste MLAs, said
they read Paswan’s recent
moves as reaching out to the
RJD. “We could not tolerate
it any longer. At this rate, he
(Paswan) would have sup-
ported a Rabri government
soon. And under Governor’s
rule, it has been Laloo’s
wishes that get imple-
mented,” an MLA said.
Sources said more than a
dozen LJP MLAs had reached
Jharkhand and were in the
“safe custody” of a BJP-led
government in the state.
Four other MLAs languishing

b

in jails were also learnt to
have extended written sup-
port for the JD(U) govern-
ment. Except four, the restof
the 29 LJP MLAs now appear
to be susceptible. Though the
operation engineered by the
NDA was on for some time,
the move was busted after
the MLAs landed in Jhark-
hand. Coinciding with this
development was the resig-
nation of LJP’s national gen-
eral secretary Nagmani from
the party. At a press meet
here, he declared that he had
chosen to resign to form an
anti-RJD government led by
Kumar. His wife is an LJP
MLA. Along with him LJP
state president Narendra
Singh too spoke in favour of a
Kumar-led government.
NDA leaders claimed they
had mustered more than the
magic figure of 122. In the
243-member Assembly, the
NDA has a strength of 92 —
55 of JD(U) and 37 of BJP. Of
the 17 Independents, 15 had
extended their written sup-
port in favour of a JD(U)-led
government. But the support
of LJP MLAs was needed to
garner a simple majority.
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'Another rap on Lalu

Charges framed against 39 in fodder case

Ranchi,May17 '+ .

EN

A SPECIAL CBI court on
Tuesday framed charges
against railway minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav in yet
another fodder scam case
in connection with the
fraudulent withdrawal of
Rs 3.13 crore from a gov-
ernment treasury after re-
jecting his discharge plea.

This is the second fodder
scam case in over a fort-
night in which charges
have been framed against
Lalu.

The charges were read
out in the court of CBI spe-
cial judge Sanjay Prasad in
the presence of former Bi-
har chief minister Jagan-
nath Mishra and 37 others
in connection with the case
pertaining to the illegal
withdrawal of funds from
Dumka treasury between

December 1995 and Janu-
ary 1996.

Forty-nine people were
accused in the case. While
six have died, three have
turned approver.

On April 25, a special
CBI court of Umashankar
Prasad had framed charges
against Prasad, Mishra
and 68 others in a case re-
lating to fraudulent with-
drawal of Rs 37 crore in
1996 from Chaibasa treas-
ury, now in Jharkhand.

The CBI has filed
chargesheets in 60 cases,
out of which 53 are being
tried in the courts at
Ranchi and seven in the
courts at Patna.

The Rs 950-crore fodder
scam was unearthed in Bi-
har in 1996 when Lalu was
chief minister. He had re-
signed from the post in
1997 after a court issued a

warrant in one of the cas-
es.

After the creation of
Jharkhand in 2000, 39 of
the 61 cases were trans-
ferred to the new state.

Meanwhile, with a spe-
cial CBI court framing
charges against Lalu, the
BJP stepped up its offen-
sive demanding his dis-
missal from the Union Cab-
inet.

“Charges have been
framed against Lalu for the
second time in a fortnight
for cheating, conspiracy
and under the Prevention
of Corruption Act and not
for involvement in any po-
litical movement. He
should resign on moral
grounds, or else the Prime
Minister should dismiss
him”, party spokesman
Prakash Javadekar said.

Agencies

Quit, demand RSP, FB

Agencies
New Delhi, May 17

THE FORWARD Bloc and RSP, two of the
Left parties supporting the UPA at the Cen-
tre from outside, on Tuesday demanded
the resignation of railway minister Lalu
following framing of charges against him
in a Jharkhand court in another fodder
scam case.

“In view of the fresh charges against
him, the second in over a fortnight, Lalu
must resign (from the UPA government)
on moral grounds”, Forward Bloc MP De-
babrata Biswas told reporters after a 90-
minute meeting of the four Left parties
ahead of Wednesday’s UPA coordination
committee meeting.

He said that, till the time Lalu came out
clean, he should not join the government.

Biswas said the CBI court in Ranchi re-
jecting Lalu’s discharge petition and fram-
ing charges had come up for discussion at
Tuesday’s meeting of the four Left parties
supporting the UPA government from the
outside.

Without naming Lalu, RSP MP Abani
Roy said any politician — either an MLA or
an MP - should resign from office on
moral grounds if there was any allegation
against him.

A.B.Bardhan No comments

“This will enhance his image and the
prestige of the party”, Roy said.

Meanwhile, CPI general secretary A.B.
Bardhan said both his party and the
CPI(M) had just come to know about the
fresh charges framed against the railway
minister and they would give their com-
ments after going through them.
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/Ealu meets PM, firm on
flemand to

Statesman Ne

NEW DELHI, May 11. —
Amidst continuing uncase,
created by his charges
against the Election Com-
mission, the railway minis-
ter, Mr Lalu Prasad, today
stuck to his demand for
the dismissal of the two
clection commissioners

even after meeting the .

Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, who
had only yesterday said the
Constitutional Authority
(EC) should be respected.

“I still hold the view that
the two election commis-
sioners, Mr BB Tandon
and Mr N Gopalaswamy,
should step down,” Mr
Prasad said after his meet-
ing with Dr Singh.

“I met him as he retur-
ned from his foreign visit. 1
inquired about his well
being,” the Bihar strong-
man said, refusing to give
further details.

Mr Prasad has been
demanding resignation of

the

' two cox?;&tutlonal
functionaries aften the IAS

officer, Mr LV Sapth-
arishi, who was the com-
mission’s observer for the
Chapra Lok Sabha poll
last year, had alleged that
the two election commis-
sioners had acted at the
behest of BJP leader and
the then home minister,
Mr LK Advani, regarding
the decision on counter-
manding the poll.

During the day, a peti-
tion was filed in Delhi
High Court for removakof
the two election commis-
sioners.

National interest, no less’ .

A day after being given a
show-cause notice by the
personnel department, Mr
Saptharishi said he had do-
ne what he had done in the
national interest as it ‘was
the duty of 1AS officers to
“protect” the Constitution.
The rural development
minister, Mr Raghuvansh

sr
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Prasad Singh, has said that
Mr Saptharishi wrote to the
law minister, Mr HR
Bhardwaj, and held a brie-
fing for the press “keeping
the Constitution in view.”
Mr Saptharishi’s reply has
been sent to the personnel
department, Mr Singh said.

Last week, the contro-
versial IAS officer of the
West Bengal cadre wrote
to Mr Bhardwaj saying
that the two election com-
missioners had attempted
to.get the poll in Chapra,
where the railway minister
was, a candidate, counter-
manded. The rail minister

. is also Mr Raghuvansh
‘Prasad Singh’s party boss.

Outgoing CEC Mr TS
Krishnamurthy called on
Dr Manmohan Singh here
this evening, adds PTI.

Describing his meeting
as a “courtesy call” Mr
Krishnamurthy, = whose
term ends on Sunday, said
the Prime Minister was
appreciative of the EC’s
role in conducting polls.



, - T) .
:\\ AN i“ﬁl j:q\u

' U Lo B N
= R G, SIENeE S (e o |
fazra fgarer W= <1z weeR %
SREDIZ Wi AW (BRI ¢ FREAT oy i
N7 fof Terarga @eam | AGIH SRS AN
a2 erEite NiEel 23e 9@ FE emd vk
Ser@ied 39 Aordeed o v R afew
FEAITE ACA | 2 (NG| OWCRA (Fe IF F©
I 517 (@ GEGAE RO SGACSH QAT
s T e Adama SE TONF TeIEF 5
HIewe | 9B (AT A G @ 9 9P AR @1 B
ferast: Fv Shrm SEE @ (@b Atfss
sifaatsea o om Reeics Reiscs, fweia
AR SIS ZAIES | SR Wil afe
el & faraa (olrmesid’ aferane $z1F =R afecas @3
0 S <35 AR NITEN FARACZA G| 9B FEIT
SIS Tt kg RIS weie [REe FimeEl
AR @3 Sferan 2806 Fres 70 Aifics %)
sfecara fox g@iEgal fres wroites sieesm gafsy
AN (FHE WTEe S| e Wiy wfiee
e 4| 351 G A FeEm w1 ¢ [
famira sivlerst) 5 aa oW T3 7 fdisa sfhmme
fore, oue Waibal SpRefafy sgae wfeced
EiEjR FRPIA TOIEA frrod U8 SGRITS (, Fl
THAN T NI, T3 ST FROS e T 5w
™ e wEe SwEs (Rere @mfs P @y
AT TAS FELFA (34T 44 FACS 72w 1%
) v samred | oF frve g sy shimazore
sweilsl (F% Wi F0a AR 9 WA @6 B
fefers amanv e Wi sfaie | e wiwe fiafos
S AT woR g [fen @wTel PR
s e 3aifgew) oEE 47 9% 93 S
foraee, fof wine wIfSrals Siam 2] @2 SEeRIwas
Srgg Sifecals 929w | A wE 2o fof @
GiyFiraa N Fegad FECH, (FHIT WEATE O
izl fra Do Sz s o N @ sEenme
wgew Flacers, U3 Areiibe & 3y Wz even w13 2
TEFIHS AEA67 @feanss efo fita fem o6
2E(O(R| SHATAHE ARG @F [Gife1| *Poiesmmd
Toita GifRl eferm ey OIRl wEfAe 9061 g A
ATF AL, TWBEI AP € TR AAFPS TeATed
yfswm o wgeie sface sifcme I dwam
FeTHIfan ThE U 27, TS FAIOTE oW AP €
(T2 LA FIIRICT GoICF AGLAY TR TS
el el oY FRCS SR GToR SIWETs -43 am
#za1 fof AR =19 ¢ S 9 A6iET em
D wrwie Siice | Qoamce Afes R T greEat
enawifa s snfaaes | (@b aeien s
SR iRz TR SRR el ATAIOF € SIF[
TR AAMTE SRS [ (YR aNeas G5!
S ffd 2edl AaIa | SEAAE! AR -G ST
vy 1A TUTT 01 AT (T30 | Q=9g Sfbe
HAFALAMCE WIS FA| TSI A e @
TR A FRCS 2T, 9T 77|

y 4 MaY 2003 ANAQABAZAR PATRIKA



Poll (:ommlé/ joners
should

“It was Sangh Parivar conspiracy against me”

Special Correspondent

PATNA: Railway Minister and
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu
Prasad on Saturday demanded
the resignation of the Election
Commissioners, B.B. Tandon
and N. Gopalswamy, and the re-
constitution of the Election
Commission in the “greater in-
terest of democracy.”

He made the demand here on
Saturday in the wake of the
charges made by L.V. Sapthar-
ishi, Special Observer for Bihar
during the Lok Sabha elections
last year, that two Election Com-
missioners made “every at-
tempt” to “countermand” the
poll in Chapra after listening to
the “unreasonable demands” of
the Bharatiya Janata Party lead-
er LK. Advani and Rajiv Pratap
Singh Rudy [BJP candidate] af-
ter the poll was over.”

Mr. Prasad, RID candidate in
the constituency, defeated Mr.
Rudy in the repoll.

Mr. Prasad released copies of
the four-page letter written by
Mr. Saptharishi, now Director-
General of the Council for Ad-
vancement of People’s Action
and Rural Technology, to Union
. Law Minister H.R. Bhardhwaj
on Friday, charging the Election
Commissioners with bias.

“A conspiracy’

Mr. Prasad said the BJP, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Singh
and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
had “conspired” to prevent him
from entering the Lok Sabha.
Mr. Prasad contested from
Chapra and emerged victorious
in the re-poll defeating Mr. Ru-
dy.He regretted that a constitu-
tional authority had been
“politicised” and “demolished”
for “petty, political interests.”
He said that it would not be in
the interest of democracy to al-
low such persons with “commu-
nal ideologies” to continue in
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HERE IS THE PROOF: Railway Minister and RJD leader Lalu Prasad |
showing, at a press conference on Saturday, a letter purportedly |
written by L.V. Saptharishi, the Special Observer for Bihar during |
last year’s general elections. The official has alleged attempts to |

countermand the Chapra poll contested by Lalu Prasad.

- PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR

such high posts, which called for
probity and uprightness.

Quoting the letter, Mr. Prasad
that it was an example of how a
section of the elite sought to de-
prive Dalits and backward class-
es of their rights.

The RJD would take up the
issue in Parliament and expects
the Law Minister to take action
on the basis of Mr. Sapthrishi’s
letter.

Mr. Prasad said he would
meet Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, urging him to recon-
sider the appointment of Mr.
Tandon as the Chief Election
Commissioner from May 15.

He demanded that T.S. Krish-
namurthy, CEC, make public
Mr. Saptharishi’s report, which
held that there was no abnormal

|
(
!

|
occurrence in Chapra during |
polling. Until the inquiry into
Mr, Saptharishi’s allegations was
completed, the two Commis-
sioners should dissociate them-
selves from their posts.

Denying that Mr. Saptharishi
sat on the matter for well over a
year, Mr, Prasad said the officer
submitted a report to the Elec- |
tion Commission soon after the
first poll. It was “rather improp-
er” on the part of the two Com-
missioners to have ignored his
report, which was backed by six
Secretary-level officers, and |
“chart a separate course with ul- !
terior motives.”

The consequent report was
fabricated, the RJD chief alleged,
to countermand the election and
hold a re-poll.

Charges are politically
motivated: BJP

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party has described as “politi-
cally motivated” the charges of
bias during Bihar elections lev-
elled by a senior bureaucrat
against Election Commissioners
B.B. Tandon and N. Gopalaswa-
my. Mr. Tandon is to take over as
next Chief Election
Commissioner.

“It appears that L.V. Sapthar-
ishi has done this at someone’s
behest or else why should he
have kept silent for almost a
year,” BJP national vice-presi-
dent Sushil Kumar Modi told re-

porters here on Saturday. He felt
the reason could also be person-
al rivalry. Mr. Saptharishi, who
was Special Observer for Bihar
in the last Lok Sabha election, on
Friday wrote to the Union Law
Minister, alleging that attempts
were made by the two Election
Commissioners to countermand
the election in Chapra.

Rajiv Pratap Rudy, who was
the BJP candidate in Chapra,
said it was for the Election Com-
mission to come out with details
of the reports based on which it
had ordered repoll.

Mr. Rudy asked how Mr.
Saptharishi could suggest that

the election was peaceful when
10 persons were killed on the
polling day and the entire media
reported about booth capturing.
The Election Commission would
have had its own understanding
of the situation based on facts
and figures before ordering
repoll.

Mr. Rudy said that it appeared
the episode was aimed at achiev-
ing a “post-retirement resettle-
ment”. “Why else should he [Mr.
Saptharishi] have kept quite for
11 months when the issue could
have been taken up as soon as
the UPA Government took

over,” he asked. //
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Charges framed against Lalu,

69 others in fodder sca

,)I)

HD -

m case

Lalu, Jagannath Mishra plead innocence, to move the Jharkhand High Court

RANCHI: A special court of the
Central Bureau of Investigation
on Monday framed -charges
against the Railway Minister
and Rashtriya Janata Dal presi-
dent, Lalu Prasad, in a case relat-
ing to the multi-crore fodder
scam.

Besides Mr. Prasad, charges
were also framed against the for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister, Dr.
Jagannath Mishra, the former
Union Minister Chandradeo
Prasad Verma and 67 others un-
der various Sections of the Indi-
an Penal Code, including 420
(cheating) and 120B (criminal
conspiracy).

Mr. Lalu Prasad, Dr. Mishra
and 68 other accused were pre-
sent when the Sections were
read out in the special court of
the CBI Judge IV (CBI animal
husbandry scam cases), Uma
Shankar Prasad Sinha.

Conspiracy cases

Mr. Lalu Prasad, who was
Chief Minister of Bihar when the
scam surfaced, also appeared in
another CBI court in a separate
fodder scam case. Both Mr. Lalu
Prasad and Dr. Mishra pleaded
innocence. Their lawyers said
they would move the Jharkhand
High Court against the CBI
court’s frammg of charges. Mr.

. Yalu Prasad is also facing cor-
ruption charges in six other con-
spiracy angle cases of the Rs.
950-crore fodder scam.

The trial in the disproportion-
ate assets case against him and
his wife, the former Chief Minis-
ter, Rabri Devi, is in the final
stage of hearing. The dispropor-
tionate assets case, an offshoot
of the fodder scam, charges Mr.
Lalu Prasad with having accu-
mulated assetsworth over Rs. 46
lakhs dispréportionate to his

€6 APR 2005
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“FALSE CHARGES:"" Railway Minister Lalu Prasad comes ouf of the special CBI court in Ranchi

on Monday after it framed charges against him in the fodder scam case. - PHOTO: PTI

known sources of income when
he was Chief Minister.

The CBI has filed chargesh-
eets in the six cases, while charg-
es have been framed against Mr,
Lalu Prasad and others in two
cases — (RC 20(a)/1996 and RC
68(a)/96). While RC 20(a) re-
lates to “fraudulent withdraw-
als” of Bs. 37 crores from the
Chaibasa treasury, the other
case relates to “fraudulent and

TE MDYy

excessive withdrawals” of more
than Rs. 37 crores from the same
treasury by Animal Husbandry
Department officials through
“forged and fake” bills.

Four other cases against the
RJD leader deal with “fraudu-
lent withdrawal of Rs. 3 crores
from Dumka, Rs. 182 crores from
Doranda, Rs. 3 crores from
Dumka and Rs. 47 lakhs from the
Bhagalpur treasuries.” Mr. Lalu

Prasad resigned as Chief Minis-
ter on July 25, 1997 after the
Supreme Court rejected his an-
ticipatory bail plea and asked
him to surrender in case no. RC
20(a)/96.

Those against whom the
charges were filed included R.K.
Rana, MP, MLA Jagdish Sharma,
the former minister, Rajo Singh
and Shajjal Chakarvorty, 1AS.

Mr. Lalu Prasad said the

charges framed against him

were “false”,
contested the charge, saying he
was “innocent.”After hearing
the accused, the Judge said their
- version would be included in the
proceedings of the court.

A total of 76 were accused. Of
them, three have died including
a former Minister, while three
others turned Government wit-

nesses. — PTI, UNI

Dr. Mishra also |
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“1alu apﬂgcked
at crash site,
hlames hj{\odi

a

HT Correspondents ’L
Vadodara/New Delhi, April 21

RAILWAY MINISTER Lalu
Prasad Yadav’s car was stoned on
Thursday when he arrived at the
site of the train accident. The at-
tackers are believed to be BJP
and Bajrang Dal activists; Lalu
accused chief minister Narendra
Modi of trying to “eliminate”
him and demanded the dismissal
of the Gujarat government.

Lalu was unhurt but his car’s
windowpanes were broken in
the stoning by slogan-shouting
activists. Even when Lalu visit- !
ed the injured at a hospital,
some VHP activists booed him.
They also tried to torch his car,
Lalu alleged in an FIR.

Lalu met Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh to demand the im-
mediate dismissal of Modi’s gov-
ernment. “I apprised the Prime
Minister of the situation and the
attack, and demanded dismissal
of the Modi government and im-
position of President’s rule,” he
said after meeting Singh. He has
also complained to Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
and vowed to take up the matter
with the President.

In fact, Lalu wanted to make a
statement in the Lok Sabha on |
Thursday itself, but by the time
he reached Delhi, both Houses
had been adjourned for the day.
But though he could not make it
to the floor of Parliament, his
party MPs took up the cudgels
on his behalf. Blaming Modi for
the “attempt on Lalu’s life”, RJD
members prevented transaction
of all business in both Houses of
Parliament.

Lalu has demanded an apology
from BJP chief L.K. Advani. He
charged the “biased” Gujarat gov-
ernment with cooking up exagger-
ated figures of the dead to give the
UPA government a bad name.

“At the hospital, I saw some
people with petrol cans. They
wanted to set the entire floor on
fire,” Lalu said, adding: “When I
was leaving, some people
dropped large ice chunks and wa-
ter cans on my car. The vehicle
was badly damaged.”
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@ Nitish Kumar woos Paswan

By K. Balchand X A\ ‘

PATNA, APRIL 2. The senior Janata
Dal (United) leader, Nitish Ku-
mar, today began a fresh exer-
cise to form a minority
government in Bihar. He sought
the support of six political par-
ties and 17 independents. This
effort comes almost a month af-
ter the failed attempts of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal to form a
government and the imposition
of President’s rule in the State.

Mr. Kumar made his plan to
form a non-RJD, non-Congress
Government public after meet-
ing the Lok Jan Shakti Party
(LJP) chief and the Union Steel
Minister, Ram Vilas Paswan, at
the residence of the Bihar chief
of the Samajwadi Party, Daddan
Pahelwan, here this morning.
According to Mr. Kumar, they
have decided to hold parleys in
Delhi from April 3 to 5 to work
out the modalities for a govern-
ment minus the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party.

Mr. Kumar has written to the
LJP, the Communist Party of In-
dia, the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist-Leninist}, the
Samajwadi Party, the National-
ist Congress Party, the Bahujan
Samaj Party and the 17 inde-
pendents seeking their support
for the 16-point common mini-
mum programme that he has
outlined on the basis of the sa-
lient features contained in the
manifestoes of these parties.

He said the BJP had not been
sidelined; it had been taken into
confidence while drawing up
the blueprint to break the dead-
lock that had stalled the forma-
tion of a government. His idea
was clear — the BJP would sup-

A NEW ALLIANCE?: The JD (U) leader, Nitish Kumar, the Samajwadi Party MLA, Dadan
Pehalwan, with the Lok Jan Shakti party chief, Ram Vilas Paswan, after a meeting
in Patna on Saturday. — PTI

port the new dispensation from
outside.Mr. Kumar said he was
unwilling to seek the support of
the Congress as it had been part
of the RJD-led coalition that had
been defeated by the people.
However, Mr. Paswan contin-
ues to maintain that he is op-
posed to the formation of any

government, which has even
the indirect support of the RjD
or the BJP. He also insists on
having a Muslim as Chief Minis-
ter. The BJP vice-president, S.K.

_ Modi, however, is of the view

that Mr. Paswan has since soft-
ened his stand.
The BSP and the CPI(ML)

have made it clear that they
would not support any ministry
that would have even the out-
side support of the BJP. The RJD
chief and Railway Minister, Lalu
Prasad, said the move was a
mere “eyewash.”
UPA waming
to Paswan: Page 8
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VARGHESE K. GEORGE
PATNA, FEBRUARY 27
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YHE formidable MY
(Muslim-Yadav)
combination  that

had been the bedrock of
Laloo Prasad Yadav’s em-
pire cracked for the first time
in 15 years. The results show
that in several regions across
the state, the RJD is no
longer the sole choice for ei-
ther the-Muslims or the Ya-
davvoters.

Though the details are
still trickling in, the erosion of
Laloo’s support in some ar--
eas considered the bastion of
Yadav political assertion is
more than evident. In Mad-
hepura, the RJD’s sitting
MLA lost and finished third.
The winner is M.K. Mandal,
son of B.P. Mandal of Man-
dal Commission fame. Of
the district’s five seats, the
RID lost four. In Alam Na-
gar, the RID finished third;

ran Yadav lost in Kishenganj.
In Purnea, as the Yadavs ral-
lied behind the Samajwadi
Party, the BJP emerged the
winner. In Darbhanga, the
RID lost the Keoti seat be-
cause the Yadavs preferred
the BJP’s Yadav candidate to
the RID’s. Amar Yadav lost
in Champaran’s Chanpatia
for the same reason.

In Gopalganj, the RID"
president’s home district, the
party lost to the BSP as
Sadhu Yadav’s wife entered
the fray as an Independent
candidate. Such infighting
between competing sections

" of Yadavs cost the RJD dear

across the state. And Laloo
admitted* as much this
evening — “it is infighting
among ourselves which has
turned out to be our prob-
lem”. Pappu Yadav, Laloo’s
foe-turned-friend-turned-foe
harmed the RJD no end in
the entire Kosi region — the
RJID won only one seat out

v /m

backtostadentdays' s

| 'nmwaew Thabbodieuébetweemhelea&nghghtsofme :

versit Sft
gethetm Lpper casieaii;ance and defeated Labo
Two years later, Laloo hit back, ‘{ymgmwmmeABVPThecom

bined ‘opposition” defeatad

nomineesand, in

1973, Laloobecame presiderﬁ’afﬂwe?USU Hisgenerai $6Cr8-

tary was Sushil Modi, while

Shankar Prasad was elected

joint secretary. Both are niow senior BJP leaders. In 1973100, the
Patna Engineering College Studems’ Union Hvew up a backward
caste president — Nifish Kumar. Nitish and L aloo became close

'kfnends in2005 of cotirse, it’smothersmry

—ENS

Monazir Hassan (JD-
U) was elected from
§ Munger. That Zarfaraz
B is the son of Union
minister Mohd
Tastimuddin, =~ who
claims to be the sole
Muslim Jeader in the
Seemanchal  région,
only underlines the
Muslims’ lack of enthu-
siasm for the RJD this
time. In Darbhanga’s
Manigachi, the RJD
failed to retain the seat
as Muslims preferred
the LIP candidate who
finished third..
Musslims constitute
16.5 per cent of the
state’s population and

Infighting has turned
out to be our problem,

admits Laloo

ofthe 14.

The tendency among
Muslims to look for non-
RID alternatives also did the

Yadavs 13 per cent, and
both have voted for
Laloo in the last 15
years. While a mar-
.ginal section of the Ya-
davs had strayed ear-
lier too, Muslims had always
rallied behind the RJD. This
time, trouble had already be- |
gun for Laloo when more

party in. The JD(U), anally *and more Yadavs started

of the BJP, emerged victori-
ous in Muslim-dominated
areas like' Kishenganj. In
Jokhikhat,  Manzar Alam
(ID-U) defeated sitting RID
MLA Zarfaraz Alam, while

- séats.

clamouring for Assembly
And Ram Vilas
Paswan added to the RID’s
woes by questioning his cre-
dentials in protecting the in-
terests of Muslims.

e

INDIAN EXPRESS

2 8 FEB 2005



JAN

f s g

| Sle:

%t farensta, «fa, se
FFUIR: @Tre 7 A s
@ B mym zEre, @
FRMACE TR AR Ue |
oS AW ANgAl W
aw wew, ‘@ B
@ wfsras gered, %
FC SACHS WD (BlAS TS
3 @ s Ffe v e
SRS SIWTIR I e FhEA
93 BIfS fFry warefs-a [ ta
@G ortfa seafes

wie Sffm e FenE
e Wi g i @
SfSrE o|fFm 9T TSIEST
wias A1 S{fdma syfem qona
affea Rers o dfefifie oRm

C

.

y

FrA™ et (@R
st Ad 7 eeei @
sifent SfeTas AR FEE|
vifomr o1 qrew, “a® HieT
apretica s (R s wieg & 4,
T ovg 0|7 WHAR e
o] A G ST IR,
Fhm Wy srge @e, @
e fn o5| srETERt @7
@il w7 62
o “ifirEe A6 SIS (4F 24|
g Taral 111208, S IR
93 IR TS o v FF
el o) (Wefea wfew
wificace, e frr @b
vuft S Wy foq @
w2 T Ay A ol
R ORI GA DI R ES



'S1BaSAATIIL mam/mn;p se
pa3osfoad axom ‘olrewads ATquIasse duny
' Ul Aoy oy} PIOY TIM oym ‘sjuspuadapu]
"S1eas Inoj Yilm puryaq Jej Surjren} WAL
-$s918U0) AU} UM ‘syeas [ Ul pesye
souel[re ((AL-drd 9U) PamMoYs 1aasmoy
‘1tod 81BN HIO-VeL ey oyl "yoed
Sjeas aurtu Je paly surquiod (N)Ar
-drg oYl pue aouel[je WINL-SSI38
-uo) ay} pajoaload I810A-D-AL 997

'$789S INOJ UT 9)LINOARY
9y} sem (LY s.peseid nie] Xis 10} 18U
-uim pajdafoad oy} soueI[R ININL-SS9I3
-u0D a1 YIM ‘S¥eds §g oy} Jo §1 ul 3utu
-UTM 3oUl[Te SUTNL 8Y) paMoYs Uas[3IN
IV-AL Jel§ 'punoJsd 3sof ay} jo sixed
S[qeIapISu0d SULIAA003X Ke]y Ul jeajep
SAISSEUI B 0] PAYSLIO YOTyM ‘@ouet[re (Al
-drd 943 YIm 3S93U09 Ysnol e 0} pajurod
sfiod 31X9 9] IsAOMOY ‘pueydiIeyr uj

"s1eas $1 ("IN U3 S9AIS 3] "%6°0T Jo Suims
aaTyIsod B YIIM $1e3S 06 oY1 JO $9 uTuuim
ssa13u0)) 91} pamoys S1e 310-HeL, ley
. ‘g1 uIs 03 paddn
drd syl pue ‘0z 108 0} pajoadxa sem Q'INI
9yl 'syess b ynm doj o) uo ssaa3uo)d
a3 nd oste 1jod JI810A-D-AL 997 9YL
'syeas 11 198 01 pajoadxa s1 pue
‘oueurioyred jrews e dn umnd s1 ‘Umo
syt uo Tod a9y} Surnssiuod St Yorym drd
9y L, "s1 3snl 03 umop pated Sureq ereINE)
UM ‘eueAJeH Ul $)B3S 06 oU3 JO GG UM 0}
postod sem ssa13Uo0)) 8|} ‘Tjod USS[IN DOV
-Te)S o3 01 SUIpI000Y "9)e)s a3 Ut 3y3no.ap
Jomod 3UoT-opedsp S)I pPua 0) Aem S)I UO
T[om $Sa18U0)) Y3 UM N0 B JI0] pspesy

sjjod 31x3

18/+12 :
1NO AVM NO 34 01 SHVIddV VIVINVHI 104

sem e[einey) yseyeld wo Jeistura Jaiyo
eueAteH 1ey) pajeatpul sfod 31Xs sy} [TV
"$1B9S § UM Surysing
-Ue[ sem ssa18uo) oy, ‘71 JO 19¥Sseq & YItm
Iead oy} dn 3urduraq uemsed YITm ‘sjeas
07 UL} ped] 8y} Ul sem surquod 4rg-()ar

S LA KB (ar-drd

ANVHIHVHI

J0] A[Te) 1oMmO[ & pajoafoad
I0A-)-997 Jo suornoasfoad ay g,

%121 qe18 03 pajosfoad sem Ljred
neysuep Yo suemsed ‘peseld nrer JojJ
110dsrrods ® aq 03 Sutaoad sem Jepea] Jired
a1} ey} POULILJU0D J1 ‘Uemsed 0} JAly Isn(

(11 30u SaunBy je se sjeas 40 Jaquinu o) dn ppe Jou few ms_Eaé Aepsiny] uo siiod 3y} 0} U3 J8LY SIS, Ee.«#! W vespon ov-mis IR Ja0p J-007 I

iv 1v

(X KR wwr-buog

06/+06

_

vo|ss | oo I
YNVAUYH
‘iHEVH LIX3 AVS OL ATHVZ 001

Jo Aqrer ® aaed frod uorurdo sty ysnoyg,
'§}eas 1% UM PU0oes SUriod sem asuel[e
dArdg-()ar o3 ‘eoueuriolrad psaoxdur ue
UM ‘SIBas 97 Suruurm aduele ¥oI-drd
ayy pamoys [lod 8Te DIO-HEL (e YL
“yuelq e 3ur
-ME.IpP SSAISU0D) aY) pUEk ‘S)eas XIS 103
0] pajoadxo sem uemsed ‘17 Jo Aqrel
AT9NII ® Y3IM Jods puodss sy} ul sem
wes) drd-(N)Ar 9Ul, Kepsany], uo
sTiod 031 JUaM UYOIYM SIOULNITISUOD
£9 91} Jo 8z Sutuuim (Y 9Y3 pamoys
1rod USSPRIN O V-IelS ay, ‘3urmol
-103 91se0 Jaddn a1ay) ojur 3urjes Aq
srouyaed yON oyl Sunjany sdeyaad st
uemsed ‘douellre 4rd-((DAr aul ey
pmoys swisnpy Suowre J1ids B S[TUM
‘SWI[ShA uoure aseq jioddns s,peserd
nrer] ojul jnd Aeul ssaISUOD 9Yl UIIM
diysaeujpred 110400 SIY pue uemsed sef
-TA Wey eyl sa[oard [eonjtfod Uy JUsWISSosse
) Suroaojural ‘pesed nreJ IoJ a[qnogy pa
-JEOTPUI—UIS[BIN OV-1e1S “BIeN DIO-YBL
ey U910A-0-99Z—s[od 90aU) 81 TV
sTlod eyqes o]
9U[} UT U4 dpTIspuef € 0} VdN dY3 pefedoad
peseld nrer 18k syjuoul 3y3sia snf Jeyrq
ut aseq (LY 93 Ul Uo1sois desp Jo UonIedrp
-ut ue st ) ‘estadans Aue Jagjo sfrod 9y} JI
"pueysreyp ut Jrg Surmna ay) 1oy adoy
Jo Aex ury) e 3uipraoad sTiym eueAlrer
pue Jeylg Ul sjusqumoul 9Yy) J10j 31q
-noay paf[eds suoiosre Ajquiesse jo eseyd

ﬂmmc ay3 XoJ sqjod 1TX0 Y, TY[dQ MN

W\ m NHOMLIN SMIN SaWIL k//

:1eyig ul punoJ3 3uisoj net

v !

¢S e 2008



By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, JAN. 19. Even as the
Election Commission’s team
arrived here today to oversee
the electoral preparations, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal has
warned that it would knock at
the door of the judiciary if the
Commission took any action

against it or prohibited it from
publicising the U.C. Bangfjee
S

P . A
” We have right to dlscu%s;.

Committee report relating to
the fire in the Sabarmati
Express in Gujarat that
triggered the riots there,

The Railway Minister, Lalu
Prasad’s brother-in-law,
Shubash Yadav, MP, wondered
on what basis the Commission
could take any action against
the RJD or infringe on its right
to educate the people of the
facts of the matter relating to

Godhra

o 1) S

the cause of the fire and how
the Sangh Parivar had spread
a canard to spread a riot for
its electoral gains in Gujarat.
He argued that the
Committee had submitted its
report within the stipulated
period of three months and it
was the right of political
parties to discuss the matter
publicly and that any action
that the Commission might

/ e

repoi‘é/R__l__l_)
!

take to stop its discussion
would only defeat its purpose
of strengthening the
democratic system in the State
and the country in general.

Mr. Yadav said the RJD
would take the matter to court
if the Commission sought to
stifle the voice of the party
and its leaders. He said they
would put forward their stand
before the Commission.

77

2 0 JAN 2005



W/

0
Vd
VUSINAN
4
THE REVOLT IN Karpataka by four secﬁnd-rung
leaders of the Janata Dal(Secular) against the
party president, H.D. Deve Gowda, might have
been prompted by their sense of alienation
within the organisation. But the issues raised in
this process deserve serious consideration. The
four, led by Vaijnath Patil, a Member of the Leg-
islative Assembly, have faulted Mr. Gowda for
promoting his relatively inexperienced son,
H.D. Kumaraswamy, as the working president of
the State unit of the party and for taking uni-
lateral decisions. Quite evidently, these dissent-
ers had great expectations after the JD(S)
formed a coalition Government with the Con-
gress following the fractured verdict of the 2004
general election. With the party returning to
power after a gap of five years, senior function-
aries of the JD(S) were hoping to have a say in
the running of the new Government. Not sur-
prisingly, some of those left out of the recent
Cabinet expansion felt that Mr. Gowda had be-
trayed them. The elevation of Mr. Kumaraswa-
my merely provided an opportunity for Mr.
Patil, a former Minister, to bring together other
disgruntled leaders against Mr. Gowda. As de-
nial of ministerial berths could not have been
projected as an issue of public importance, the
“dynastic succession” in the party became the
rallying point.

Differences within the JD(S) were earlier acti-
vated by the nomination of an industrialist from
Tamil Nadu as the party candidate for the Rajya
Sabha. The giving away of the seat to a non-
member of the party, that too from outside the
State, did not go down well with middle level
leaders, who were already aggrieved that senior-
ity in the organisation was being bypassed. The
dissenters have cited this as another instance of
Mr. Gowda taking unilateral decisions guided by
personal motives. Not surprisingly, the main de-

REVQ(%/T IN JD(S)

j.

? 9

mand of the dissident group, Which'includes for-
mer Minister A. Laxmisagar, former Member of
Parliament P. Kodandaramaiah, and former
Member of Legislative Council A.X. Subbaiah, is
the formation of a collective leadership. The
group is also threatening to open up old wounds
by blaming Mr. Gowda for yielding the chief |
ministership to the Congress. The argument of -
the rebels is that Mr. Gowda did not want the
party’s candidate, Siddaramaiah, to become the
Chief Minister as that would have affected the
prospects of Mr. Kumaraswamy over the long
term.

Dynastic succession is, of course, not unique
to the JD(S). Most political parties in India — the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the Left parties, at the
two ends of the political spectrum, are excep-
tions — openly promote dynastic succession,
with sons or daughters or close relatives taking
the place of the parent figure in the hierarchy.
Almost inevitably, family-centred politics cre-
ates disaffection at all levels, besides thwarting
inner-party democracy, and encouraging syco-
phancy and personal loyalties at the cost of
democratic debate and discussion. Mr. Gowda,
who ran a good campaign in the last election
and brought his party back into contention for
power after it was swept out in the 1999 election,
should know better than to run the organisation
as a family enterprise. If the party is to expand its
support base beyond caste affinities and grow in
the northern parts of Karnataka, it must become
more representative by giving second-rung lead-
ers their due. Although it might be too late for a
patch-up with the dissident group, the JD(S)
leadership must henceforth adopt an accommo-
dative approach and learn to carry along all sec-
tions of the party. Otherwise, the efforts of the
last couple of years will be undone, and the JD(S)
might be pushed into the wilderness again.

18 JAN 200
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_ LALU LIST FOR BIHAR, JHARKHAND MAY MAR POLL EQUATIONS

Secular parties play spoilsport

Ashpk K Mishra
" PATNA 17 JANUARY

JD chief Lalu Prasad Ya-
R dav on Monday released

the list of party candi-
dates for the first phase of As-
sembly polls in Bihar and Jhark-
hand. Clearly, the discord among
the UPA partners has come out
in the open with RJD deciding to
field candidates in 21 out of the
24 seats going to polls in the first
phase in Jharkhand.

Again, for the first phase of
pollsin Bihar, RJD has decided to
contest in 58 out of 64 con-
stituencies, leaving three con-
stituencies to CPI, two to CPM
and just one to Congress. The
RJD decision to contest from 21
seats will inevitably lead to divi-
sion of the so called “secular”
votes in Jharkhand. In the last

Lok Sabha eleetions, “secular”
parties, ingkdding JMM, Con-

Rotw CacL: RID chief Lalu Prasad Yadav releasing his party’s list of
candidates for the polls in Bihar & Jharkhand in Patna on Monday. — PTI

gress, RID and the Left parties
had notched up a far more credi-
ble alliance at the ground level
and this accounted for a spectac-
ular electoral performance. The
“secular” alliance then won 13
seats and BJP could manage to
win just one seat in Jharkhand.
But JMM and Congress this
time firmed up a seat sharing
pact among themselves leaving
RID in the “lurch”. As part of the
pact, Congress got 33 and JMM

35 seats leaving the 13 remain-
ing seatsto RJD and the Left. This
was, however, unacceptable to
Lalu who, if Monday’s list is any
indication, has decided to play
free in Jharkhand in a bid to
mainly target JMM. No doubt,
RJD will cut into the “secular”
votes at the expense of the other
UPA partners. This in turn will
boost the electoral prospect of
BJP-JD(U) nominees.

It remains to be seen how

many more seats RID will con-
test from the remaining 57 seats.
Even the alliance between JMM
and Congress is plagued by con-
fusion as both the parties are
headed for friendly bouts in a
number of seats. Opposed to the
UPA partners, both BJP and
JD(U) amicably agreed on the
seat sharing formula.

IRJID has decided to field the
former Congress chief of united
Bihar Sarfraz Ahmad from
Gandey in Jharkhand. The other
prominent candidates include
Gautam Sagar Rana (Hazarib-
agh), Girinath Singh (Garhwa),
Annapurna Devi (Koderma),
Mohammad  Yasin  Ansari
(Bhawnathpur) etc. Altogether,
the party has fielded five candi-
dates belonging to the Yadav
community and three from the
minorities.

In Bihar, during the first
phase, RJD will contest in 58
seats but it has decided to leave
three seats — Dumraon, Gaya
town and Dhuraiya — to CPI,
two seats — Hisua and Buxar —
to CPM and Kahalgaon seat to
the Congress candidate
Sadanand Singh who is the
Speaker of the Assembly.

The Economic Times
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EC rebukes RJD chief for
breaching model code

Our Political Bureau

ould fall

* ~money for mithai,
NEW DELHI '1’7"J’ANDA§Y’3)/ ‘%Qwithin the ambit of the offence of

HE Election Commission
T (EC) on Monday severely
reprimanded railway min-
ister Lalu Prasad Yadav for violat-
ing the model code of conduct by
bribing voters. However, the EC
let him off the hook in the wake
of assurances by Mr Yadav that
he and his party would do noth-
ing that amounted to an offence
under the electoral laws.
Rejecting Mr Yadav’s explana-
tion that he was only distributing
money to some ladies to buy
sweets on his having become a
Union minister, the EC ruled that
“even the gratification in the
form of treating, which would in-
clude giving of mithai or giving of

bribery”. Besides, the EC held,
“giving money after nearly seven
months of his assumption of of-
fice...and that too when the elec-
tion to the Bihar Legislative As-
sembly is so imminently close...
cannot but have only one in-
escapable inference that the same
was for inducing the voters”.

According to the commission,
the general perception in the
minds of the voting public, and
not strict rules of evidence, apply
in the matter of violation of mod-
el code of conduct.

“It is an undeniable fact that
the whole nation’s conscience
felt disturbed on seeing, in the
print and electronic media, Mr
Lalu Prasad Yadav openly hold-

ing a wad of currency notes in his
hand and distributing them to
several ladies, which he himself
admits,” the EC said while indict-
ing the minister of violating Sec-
tion 171(b) of the IPC and Sec-
tion 123(A)(1} of the Represen-
tation of People’s Act, 1951, with
the corrupt practice of bribing
voters on election eve.

As for the derecognition pro-
ceedings initiated by the poll
watchdog against the RJD in the
bribery case, the EC took a le-
nient view. Accepting assurances
made by Mr Yadav in his reply to
the show-cause notice served on
the party that he and his party
were committed to abiding by the
poll code, the EC said it did not
want to pursue the matter any
further against the party.

49 o

The Economy, Time: 1 g 1vv 2003




&

The CPI leader, Gaya Singh (left), the CPl (M) leader, Sitaram

Yechuri, the RID chief, Lalu Prasad Yadav and

the NCP leader, Tariq Anwar (right) at a meeting in Patna on Saturday. — Photo: Ranjeet_Kumar

No front without Congress: Lalu

By K. Balchand () Q g\/

PATNA, JAN. 15. The Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal chief, Lalu Prasad, to-
day denied that any front had
been formed without the Con-
gress.Mr. Prasad, along with the
CPI (M) leader, Sitaram Yechu-
ry, and NCP MP, Tariq Anwar,
denied rumours that the RJD,
the CPI, the CPI(M) and the
NCP were forming any electoral
front.

Firm decision

He said that they were firm in
their decision to fight the elec-
tions under the same banner
and efforts were on to resolve

g 7

rangement made complex by
the aspirations of workers of
each of these parties.

There was no difference on
the seats now held by them, he
pointed out, and added that the
Congress intended to contest a
specific number of seats.

The objective was to prevent
the division of secular votes
from benefiting the communal
forces.The four parties were
working out the modalities “to
sort out” the candidates’ list
with that of the Congress.

The leaders would find a so-
lution to the problem that had
cropped up, with the Congress

>
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aﬁe “prickly” seat-sharing ar- clhiming that it would contest

8( seats in the State.

The parties are likely to re-
lease their lists on Monday.

The parties have also kept
their options open on with-
drawing their horses midstream
basing on their assessment of
the prospects of the candidates.

LJP list

The Lok Janshakti Party re-
leased its list of candidates for
56 of the 64 constituencies go-
ing to the polls in the first phase
on February 3.

The person in charge of Bihar
affairs, Ramchandra Paswan,
the general secretary, Suraj

16 JAN 2005

Bhan Singh, and the spokes-|
man, Sanjay Singh, said they
would release the names of can-
didates for the other eight con-
stituencies tomorrow.

They claimed to have final-
ised a seat-sharing arrangement
with the Congress and that they
would withdraw their candi-
dates from constituencies
where the Congress had its
nominee.

They parried questions relat-
ing to not leaving out the 17
constituencies for which the
Congress had announced its
candidates, saying that a final
decision would be taken in due
course.
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New Delhi, Jan. 10: It was
billed as a “dream” show of
unity — the kind of spectacle
the BJP-Janata Dal (United)
would have wanted to mount
before the 2000 elections but
could not and swallowed the
ignominy of watching Rabri
Devi come back to power.

Today, 20 netas — big, big-
ger and biggest — sat cheek by
jowl against the backdrop of a
poster which proclaimed “15
saal, bura haal, sarkar badlo,
Bihar badlega (15 years, terri-
ble plight, change the govern-
ment, Bihar’s face will auto-
matically change)” and had
the BJP’s lotus and the Dal
(U)’s arrow symbols.

From Nitish Kumar, Shar-
ad Yadav, Digvijay Singh, K.C.
Tyagi, Prabhunath Singh and
the Dal (U)’s latest acquisition,
Jagannath Mishra, to Arun

Jaitley, Ravi Shankar Prasad,

Jaitley and Nitish in New Delhi on Monday:. (PT1)

Gopal Narain Singh and
Sushil Modi — the leadership
embraced virtually Bihar’s
caste gamut but excluded the
minorities. Dal (U) president
George Fernandes was away
in Mumbai for a medical
check-up while the BJP’s mi-
nority poster boy, Shahnawaz
Hussain, was absent.

Nitish announced that the
Dal (U) will contest 138 seats in
Bihar and the BJP 105. In Jhar-
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khand, the BJP would play the
senior partner and fight 63 se-
ats and the Dal (U) 17. As if to
underline the “unity” theme,
Jaitley said: “If we have todec-
ide who will be our chief mini-
ster, we will be able to decide
without a problem.” Nitish,
however, clarified he was not a
contender.

Despite the leaders’ claim
that their alliance would get a
clear majority because the

-l
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Bihar allies in unity parade

“anti-RJD vote was stronger
than the pro-RJD vote”, Nitish
made it clear that the Lok Jan-
shakti Party, headed by Ram
Vilas Paswan, was still we-
Icome to join the alliance. “We
cannot indefinitely wait for
Paswan because the polls were
notified today and the process
of filing of nominations has
begun. But if the LJP is really
against the RJD, it should re-
consider its strategy.”

Asked how the seats would
be redistributed if Paswan ch-
anged his mind and crossed
over to the NDA, he said: “Bo-
th of us (the Dal and the BJP)
will give up some of our sea-
ts.” Nitish also said even if Pa-
swan fought solo, the Dal (U)-
BJP would not attack him in
their campaign, indicating th-
at the LJP was welcome as a
post-poll ally. “Our campaign
is against only the RJD and
Laloo Prasad Yadav and no
other individual,” he stresse/c}i/
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light from the Janata Dal-United for
seat-sharing arrangements in Bihar,
the BJP could not take up the list of
candidates for the Bihar assembly
polls in its central election commit-
tee meeting held today. The JD-U
continues to explore its options of
having an alliance with Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan’s Lok Jan Shakti Party
as well as the Congress.

The BJP has no other option
except to wait for the JD-U to make
the first move. Senior BJP leaders
said they were still hopeful that the
latter might be able to win over the
LJP for an alliance considering that
the Rashtriya Janata Dal and the
Congress were getting back on
“friendly” terms once again.

However, a strong section of BJP
leaders term it as a remote possibil-
ity given Mr Paswan’s compulsions
to keep away from the saffron
brigade to keep his Muslim support
base intact but possibility of a tacit
understanding is not ruled out.

The BJP general secretary, Mr
Shivraj Singh Chauhan, today said
the party would finalise its candi-
dates for the Bihar assembly polls on
11 January. He had said yesterday
that the party would announce its
candidates for the Bihar polls today.

BJP sources said it is clear that in
the next 48 hours the JD-U would
would have to make its stand clear
vis-a-vis the alliance with the BJP.
Till then the BJP would have to wait,
BJP sources also said once the air
clears over this issue then only any
“concrete” talks on seat-sharing
arrangement in Bihar would begin.

Meanwhile, the BJP today left
two more seats for the JD-U in
Jharkhand as it announced the sec-
ond list of 12 candidates for the
assembly polls in the state.

waiting
Jharkhand rebels
attack BJP office

RANCHI, Jan. 9. — In the first sign of
dissension among a section of party
workers after the BJP announced the
first list of candidates for next month’s
assembly elections in Jharkhand
omitting six sitting MLAs, a mob today
pelted stones at the party office here in
protest against the omission.

The six sitting MLAs dropped by the
party include Mr Arun Mandal (Rajma-
hal), Mr Phulchand Mandal (Sindri), Mr
RC Naik (Kankey), Mr Dinesh Oraon
(Sesai), Mr AR Tuddu (Serai Kalan) and
Mr Chunna Oraon (Chakradharpur).

It was not clear whose supporters
resorted to violence near the party
office, police said. Normaicy could be
restored after police dispersed the mob.
The former Jharkhand chief minister, Mr
Babulal Marandi’s name also did not
figure in the first list of party candidates
for Assembly elections in the state
released yesterday in Delhi by the party
general secretary, Mr Shivraj Singh
Chauhan. The list of 52 candidates

- included names of incumbent chief

minister, Mr Arjun Munda, and the former
Union minister, Mr Karia Munda. — PTI

The party has now announced
candidates for all 63 seats it is con-
testing in Jharkhand. It has denied
tickets to nine sitting MLAs while
22 legislators would contest for
another term,

Contrary to the signals given ear-
lier, the party has not ficlded for-
mer chief minister and sitting MP
Mr Babu Lal Marandi from any of
the seats. “He would be asked to
campaign throughout the state,”
said Mr Chauhan while releasing
the list of candidates for Jharkhand.
The party today also released a list
of candidates for 36 assembly seats
in Haryana. The candidates for the

rest of the 15 seats would b
announced on 11 January. /
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RJD FINED RS 15, 000
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"EC model code
shadow on Lalu

Statesman News Service QLE&?

PATNA, Jan. 6. — Powered by the
Election Commission’s instruc-
tions to realise penalties from the
parties that defaced railway prop-
erty for publicising their rallies,
East-Central Railways has served
a notice on Mr Prasad’s RID yes-
terday asking the latter to pay a
fine of Rs 15,000 by 12 January.

The notice has been served on
the RJID for its workers’ attempts
to deface the premises of Patna
junction by pasting banners,
posters and putting up hoardings
for their proposed Kisan-Mazdoor
Maharailla which was earlier
scheduled for 23 December.

Till recently, the entire railway
department was dancing to the
tune of the railway minister, Mr
" Lalu Prasad. None of the railway
officials could muster courage to
refuse when the RJD approached
them for arranging special trains
for their rally. The trains appeared
to’ have become the “free” and
favourite mode of transport for his
party colleagues.

Thanks to the model code now
in force, the entire situation has
seen a reversal. The usual sight of
officials apparently at the beck
and call of the railway minister has
changed, both at 1, Anne Marg,
his official residence sharing the
boundary with that of his chief
minister wife Mrs Rabri Devi or at
the Patna railway junction.

The much-publicised Maharailla
was called off in the aftermath of
the EC threatening to de-recognise
the RJD and sending its legal advi-
sor Mr KJ Rao to probe the blatant
violation of the model code. Based
on Mr Rao’s reports, the EC direct-
ed the Railway Board chairman to
realise penalty from defaulters.

It was due to this order that the
RID was asked to deposit the fine
with the Hajipur zonal office. As
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Marandi booked

RANCHI, Jan. 6. — Former Jharkhand
chief minister Mr Babulal Marandi was
booked by Dhanbad district
administration for allegedly violating
the model code of conduct. Dhanbad
SP Mr AK Singh said Mr Marandi and
two other leaders had organised a
party meeting in a government
accommodation yesterday.

Meanwhile, in Delhi, the EC today
also summoned senior officials of the
Haryana government, secretary
(irrigation department), chief
engineers, and executive engineers,
for violation of model code of conduct.
It had received information that the
PWD and irrigation department had
issued tender notices for two
construction works worth Rs 1.33
crore and Rs 1.57 crore on 1 January.
— SNS & PTI

per reports, the Railways had to
spend the said amount on remov-
ing the publicity material from the
official premises. Interestingly, it
had earlier promised to provide 18
special trains for carrying rally
participants to the state capital.

The department distanced itself
from the RJD rally only after the
EC directed the Railways not to
provide the trains. The EC order
seems to have affected the RJD
supremo, who is now seen moving
in a simple Marshal jeep on the
streets of Patna, with no crowd of
officials hanging around or securi-
ty guards following him.

IMA strike
The Indian Medical Association
has called a day-long medical
strike across Bihar from tomorrow
midnight to press for the release
of orthopaedic surgeon Dr UK
Raja from Purnia. Dr Raja was
kidnapped by gunmen on New
Year’s Day while travelling from
Madhepura to Purnea.
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