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Government seem§ to be intent
on tripping itself, says Bardhan

Govt.'s ‘fascination for everything foreign’ questioned W‘, s

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Communist Party
of India on Monday re-empha-
sised its concern over the direc-
tion of the Manmohan Singh
Government while standing by
the commitment to support the
United Progressive Alliance for
the full term.

He sald the Government
seems to be intent on tripping
itself. The party “with 145 MPs
behaves as if the Government is
of that party alone and not a coa-
lition...” the CPI general secre-
tary AB. Bardhan said,
addressing a function to cele-
brate the party’s 80th founda-
tion day.

The Communists, he said,
must unite and increase their
presence in the country. This
could be achieved without in-
dulging in “the game of one-up-
manship.”

Mr. Bardhan said the Left par-
ties have extended support to
the agreed Common Minimum
Programme for the Govern-
ment’s five-year term. The Com-
munists have never withdrawn
from that position but could not
understand the Government’s
fascination for everything for-
eign, he said.

“Be it the foreign direct in-
" vestment or foreign institution-

al investors, and now there is
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CPI General Secretary A.B.Bardhan addressing a
Junction marking party’s 80th foundation day in New
Delhi on Monday. - PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

talk of FDI in retail as if the Kira-
na shop owners have no sense,”
Mr. Bardhan said, adding that
recently a U.S. court imposed a
huge fine on retail giants Wal-
Mart, which has advocates here.
The CPIleader made a special
reference to Union Commerce
Minister Kamal Nath and
punched holes in his claim of
having achieved success at the
recent Hong Kong meeting of
the World Trade Organisation.
Referring to the credit taken
by the Minister for making the
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developed nations commit to re-
move export subsidies by 2013,
Mr. Bardhan said the subsidies
did not amount to more than
three per cent.

On the conduct of foreign pol-
icy, Mr. Bardhan said instead of
pursuing an independent policy,
the Government was following
the United States. He ridiculed
the charge that the Communists
were not in tune with the chang-
ing world and wondered wheth-
er change meant knocking at the
doors of Washington,
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61-Member Left Block Ropes In SP 8? DMK For Fight Against Govt
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Amita Shah & Aarthi Ramachandran
MEW DELHI 22 DECEMBER

HAT the Congress-Left amity is

I vulnerable to economic policy was

once again demonstrated on
Thursday when the 61-member Left bloc
organised support of natural allies — the
37-member SP and the I6-member
DMK — for its fight against the Manmo-
han Singh government’s decision to cut
the EPF interest rate.

The support of 114 MPs for the Left’s
position on the EPF is significant, but the
Prime Minister did not appear ready to
give in to the pressure from the allies.
The government's tactics are predicated
on a reading that the Left is neither pre-
pared nor willing for any “agitation” or
“movement” against the government.

The Pritoe Minister has been defend-
ing the board decision as the rate cut
brings returns on PFin line with market
irenids. The vield on investments by the

refuses to
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give

F rate cut
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Not Relenting: Dasgupta

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisa-
tion’s (EPFO) central board of trustees is
around 8.25-8.3%.

At 8.5%, the EPFO faces a shortfall of
around Rs 370 crore during the year asiits
income is estimated at Rs 6,523 crore,
while liability is pegged at Rs 6,889.04
crore. The EPFQ’s finance and invest-
ment committee had recommended an
8% yield, which would have left a sur-
plus of Rs 39.35 crore.

The Left, which is under severe pres-
sure to ram in the point that its protests
will not remain just perfunctory, walked
out of the Lok Sabha when the junior
minister for labour defended the rate cut.

“About five crore people are being af-
fected by this reduction, mostly aged per-
sons. If they have a family of three, the
number affected goes up to 15 crore. We
demand the interest rate on EPF be te-
stored to 9.5%,” Left MPs Rupchand Pal
and Gurudas Dasgupta said after their
meeting with the Prime Minister.
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Left sees lack of
transparancy in
alrport
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QOur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 15 DECEMBER

HE UPA government, on

I Thursday, was put in the

dock in Parliament over
the bidding for restructuring
Mumbai and Delhi airports, as
the Left and the BJP-led Oppo-
sition joined hands to launch an
ali-out attack over the lack of
transparency in the process.

And to rub it in, the Left,
with the Samajwadi Party (SP)
in tow, staged a walkout from
the Lok Sabha —- the second
time it has done so since the
UPA government came to pow-
er — alleging that the process
was improper due a “conflict of
interest” between the bidders
and the legal, technical and fi-
nancial advisors appointed by
the civil aviation ministry.

In an attempt to play on the
differences between the gov-
ernment and its largest prop on
the subject, the BJP and its al-
lies followed suit soon after.

Clearly unnerved by the ve-
hemence of the attack mounted
by the BJP and ruling com-
bine’s own alliance partners,

the civil aviation minister later
in the day forwarded all the
complaints to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

CPM leader Mohammad Sal-
im, who had raised a calling at-
tention motion on the issue
in the Lok Sabha, said this dis-
crepancy had been pointed
out by the inter-ministerial
group overseeing the bidding
process and also by the Plan-
ning Comrnission.

The Left parties were joined
by the SP in their protest after
civil aviation minister Praful
Patel’s reply failed to convince
them that the process was being
carried out in a fair manner.

Mr Salim alleged that finan-
cial advisor ABN Amro had ma-
jor bidders, such as Rellance
and the GMR group, as its
clients. He said legal consultant
Amarchand & Mangaldass, 100,
had Reliance as its client. It was
held that the global technical
consultant, AirPlan Australia,
also had vested interests.

His charges were endorsed
by his party colleagues Basudeb
Acharia and Sunil Kban and
the CPI's Ajoy Chakraborty.
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CPM reaches out to the rich & the poor
Buddha, the

ndustry, the
poll mantra

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Jan. 8: The CPM to-
day declared industrialisation
the key issue of the upcoming
Assembly polis but reassured
the rural poor that it wouldn’t
come at their cost.

The party kicked off its
election campaign at Brigade
Parade Grounds with leader
after leader pledging that the
rush for new factories and
townships would not lead to
rural Bengal being robbed of
fertile land.

Mamata Banerjee has been
doing the rounds of the distri-
cts, raising the emotive issue
of land acquisition to try and
dent the CPM’s formidable
rural vote bank. She has been
telling people that if the Left
Front returns to power, it wou-
1d unveil a massive land-grab
programme in favour of in-
dustrialists.

The CPM leaders’ speech-
es, before a gathering of over
15 lakh, were geared to defuse
mainly that threat.

“Garib manush bachiye
aamader unnayan hobe (deve-
lopment will not come at the
cost of the poor). We will carry
them along, improving the
quality of their life,” chief mi-
nister Buddhadeb Bhattacha-
rjee said.

Former chief minister Jyo-
ti Basu began by saying: “So
far, we have won elections on
the strength of the poor’s vote.
Now, we want votes from every
stratum of the society.” But in
the same breath, he stressed
that the drive for industriali-
sation must not ignore the
rural voter’s interests.

“Gram o shaharer madhye
aikya gorte hobe; gorib o mad-
hyabittor madhye aikya gorte
hobe (We must build bridges
between urban and rural Ben-
gal, between the middle class-
es and the poor),” state party
secretary Anil Biswas said.

“Urbanisation is taking

oy

place{”;t our state in resp-
onse to rising economic aspir-
ations and changes in the dem-
ographic profile,” Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said. He menti-
oned the townships being built
at Rajarhat, Howrah and Dan-
kuni, the expansion of Siligu-
ri and Haldia and the rising
number of municipalities.

But his government, the
chief minister said, would not
copy the Mumbai, Hyderabad
or Delhi models. “Unlike these
places, slums will not be demo-
lished; large tracts of fertile
land will not be taken over and
people will not be evicted. We
will keep in mind that the peo-
ple supposed to benefit from
development are the poor.”

The CPM leaders, who in-
cluded front chairman and
party politburo member Bim-
an Bose, spoke mainly in gen-
eral terms and avoided speci-
fics, perhaps mindful that the
issue was a tricky one.

“Make no mistake, indust-
rialisation will be the most im-
portant issue in this election,”
Biswas declared. He said only
industrialisation could create
jobs on a large scale.

The CPM leadership’s em-
phasis on balanced develop-
ment was also meant to signal
to its allies — such as the For-
ward Bloc, RSP and CPI—that
it hadn’t forgotten the rural
poor in its eagerness to woo
capital. Some differences had
earlier cropped up between
the allies over the Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee government’s
approach to development.

The CPM leaders also said
they didn’t see the Election Co-
mmission observers as enemi-
es. “Some people are expressi-
ngfearsthat the Election Com-
mission is sending its observe-
rsto defeat us,” Basu said.

“Why should that be? They
are not our enemies. They are
coming here to see that the ele-
ctions are peaceful and trans-
parent.”

JA ‘CHARGED-UP’ 92-YEAR-OLD AND THE MAN IN CHARGE

Jyoti Basu: am92...

| apologise for not being
able to deliver my address
standing. But let me also
confess that | am, at this
point, feeling charged as

| see in front of me such a |

huge gathering at Brigade
after so many years

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee:

¢ Before every election, there is

a scramble among Trinamul
Congress and other Opposition

¢ parties to form an alliance
i whose leaders’ only objective is

1o become ministers. We at Left
Front are not bothered about

who becomes chief minister
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. Anil Biswas:

. people are busy

. Biman Bose: Buddhadeb

i Bhattacharjee's government is

1 doing a lot of good work. Amiashol

(which hit headlines for starvation

| deaths) is not the only way to
measure performance. Buddhar
shamaye adibashira dudhe

ulfilling an individual's | bhaate aachhe (In Buddha's

whims and fancies time, tribals are living happily)

We don't consider
Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamul a political
party. Frankly, itis a
platform on which

poster boy

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Jan. 8: The CPM
started its election campaign
this afternoon seeking the
people’s mandate for another
five-year term.

The leaders spoke at leng-
th on chief minister Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee’s bid to tu-
rn Bengal into an IT power-
house and unleash an indus-
trialisation drive.

“During my 23-year rule,
nothing much could be done
in the IT sector because of op-
position from the late Indira
Gandhi, who didn’t allow me
to set up the industry. During
Buddhadeb’s time, IT has
come up in a big way at Salt
Lake, where nearly 24,000
youths are working round
the clock,” said Jyoti Basu.

Bengal, which was in the
grip of a severe financial cru-
nch, has been able to come
out of it under Bhattachar-
jee, the former chief minis-
ter added. “This government
has achieved a lot by being
austere and taking measures
to mop up revenue. In the fir-
st nine months of 2004, it spe-
nt Rs 2,000 crore on planni-
ng. During the same period of
2005, it spent nearly Rs 4,000
crore on projects.”

There were more paeans
for the party’s poster boy
from its veteran of many poll
battles. Basu said the chief
minister had taken a person-
al initiative to remove the
slur on Bengal that industri-
alists were reluctant to invest
because of strikes. “Things
have changed a lot over the
years. The industrialists are
now coming to invest here.”

Continuing with the sho-
wer of encomiums on Bhat-
tacharjee, Anil Biswas said:
“The government is determi-
ned to make Bengal an indus-
trially advanced state — like
it was before Independence.

POLL GOAL

Improve vote share -To 50
per cent from 47 per cent

® Secure seats more than
the majority mark; 147,
so that allies do not dare
take pot shots

CPM nowhas 144

ACTION PLAN

@ Secure support from
the middle and upper
classes, now showing
appreciation for Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s work

® Door-to-door campaign
to explain the .
government's

achievements

in five  years

This time, industrialisation
is our major poll plank.

“Industries will generate
employment.”

Basu made no bones abo-
ut the government’s decision
to recruit people to all its dep-
artments only months ahead
of the elections.

“About 30-40,000 teachers
are being recruited to fill up
vacancies,” he said.

Bhattacharjee lapped up
the praise and said not only
big industries but also small
factories are coming up acro-
ss Bengal. “We are trying to
revive the closed jute mills
and tea gardens as well. Ind-
ustrialists have shown keen
interest to invest here.”

Observers said the CPM’s
projection of Bhattacharjee
as the star of its campaign
should give the front an edge
over the Opposition parties
in the run-up to the Assembly
elections.
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Left must have greater role
in polity: CP1(M) leader r

Meet on ‘governance and development' ends

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Polit Bu-
reau member of the CPI(M) S.
Ramachandran Pillai has said
that the Left must occupy a grea-
ter space in the pohty if it is to
intervene decisively in national
policies.

Inauguratmg the valedictory
session of the three-day national
seminar on ‘Governance and De-
velopment,” organised by the C.
Achutha Menon Foundation,
here on Saturday, Mr. Pillai
pomted out that though succes-
sive Left-led Governments in
Kerala could do much for the
State’s progress, these gains
could not be sustained as the na-
tional policies often ran counter
to the spirit with which the Left
launched various initiatives.
Each change of Government
meant dumping of the Left-led
initiatives. The People’s Plan

Campalgn was an excellent case
in point, he said.

The Left in Kerala still faced
major challenges from commu-
nal forces. These challenges
could be overcome only if the
Left devised policies that would
help the State prosper and keep
the communal and other vested
interests at bay. This also called
for a greater role for the Left in

the national political scene for
only then can the Left piay a de-
cisive role in the national level
policy formulation process, he
added.

On the economic choices be-
fore the Left, he said though a
future Left-led Government in
Kerala might be forced to seek
private capital and even foreign
investment to facilitate the
State’s growth, it would do only
after by driving a hard bargain.
The only investment that had no
strings attached to it would be
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accepted and the pYimary crite-
ria would be the State’s
development.

The Left or the political com-
munity in Kerala could not rest
happy with the gams that had
been made so far, given the seri-
ous shortfalls in the economy
and ailments in Kerala society,
he added. Earlier, presenting the
theme paper in the session on
‘Growth and Development:
Need for New Perceptions,’
economist M. A. Oommen said
the decentralisation experiment
in Kerala marked a great stride
towards decentralised govern-
ance, democracy and develop-
ment and opened up great
avenues for people’s participa-
tion in governance. He pointed
out that certain micro level stud-
ies had shown its great potential
for enhancing agricultural pro-
duction, poverty reduction and,
women’s emancipation. }



Buddha sells
brand Bengal

to Kerala » »/
Alternative governance
pill for Left in south

HT Correspondent
Thiruvananthapuram, December 9

WEST BENGAL chief minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee has a word of
advice for his comrades
in Kerala: Don’t follow
a pure Communist or
Socialist path, but
choose an alternate
governance agenda.
Opening the second
International Congress
on Kerala Studies here
on Friday the Left’s
poster boy of reforms
has made it clear that
without a neo-develop-
mental perspective no
state can forge ahead.
For this, he said, Ker-
ala can take a few les- *
sons from West Bengal.
“Now IMF, World
Bank and WTO are o
moulding the world PTI

economy. We have to
swim against the tide.
So we have to eveolve an
alternate governance

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
at the International
Congress on Kerala Studies
in Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday.

agenda,” Bhattacharjee
said explaining his lat-
est experiments in West Bengal. For Kerala com-
rades, there are enough reasons to showcase “Bud-
dha’s line ” here. Assembly elections are just months
away, so it desperately wants an image makeover.
Day in and out its opponents are branding it as anti-
progressive force. “At least allow me to do things that
you are doing in West Bengal,” this is one of the oft-
heard complaints of Kerala chief minister Oommen
Chandy. Some of the hardliners in the party also
gave an impression that it can never digest an in-
vestor-friendly climate in the state. So it was waiting
for an opportunity to clear the air.

Bengal chief minister did it style. Unbundling the
baggage of ideology, he said it emphatically, one
can’'t grow in isolation.

“FDI from Japan is the highest in West Bengal.
And in power generation, the government and pri-
vate sector are working in tandem. The state elec-
tricity board has recently signed an agreement with
a South African firm to generate power,” he ex-
plained his newfound love for reforms. He also high-
lighted the achievements of his state in agriculture
and traditional sectors. In his lengthy speech he was
careful enough in avoiding contentious issues.

The West Bengal chief minister’s recent state-
ments on bandh or trade unionism in IT never re-
flected in his speech. g

'
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CPM rider on

KOLKATA, Nov. 28 —

Having apparently
realised the need to stand
by chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharj-
ee the CPI-M central
leadership is not opposing
the basie premises of the
Pension Fund Regulatory
Development Authority
Bill but wants assurances
that private parties will
stay out.

Mr Bhattacharjee is in
favour of the Bill because
a contributory pension
fund will mean less bur-
den on his state’s exche-
quer. Apparently, the

party’s central leadership
has agreed and will now
only put pressure on the
UPA  government to
accept its amendments to
the Bill after discussion in
Parliament. The proposed
amendments include a
provision for overseeing
the disbursement of the
funds under government
supervision. T

The CPI-M
committee will take a
final decision on the issue
when the party’s central
committee-meets in mid-
December.

But, according to a state
Citu leader, the trade
union’s president, Mr MK
Pandhe, has taken a

*

b

?

central

TESMAN -

Am\W

“tough stand” on the issue
which is more in line with
the argument of the CPI
and its trade union wing,
Aituc. Mr Pandhe is

opposed to the concept of

voluntary contribution by
workers.

“But how long can state
governments bear the |
burden of huge pension
funds? We have seen over
the years how govern-
ments have failed to dis-
burse pensions due to
paucity of funds. This will
help even those who have
to wait for pensions for
years”, said a state Citu
leader known to be softer
towards the ruling dispen-
sation in Bengal than

Pension Bill

some of his comrades.
“However, we have
made it clear that the
funds cannot be invested
in the share market and
private banks should not
be made the regulatory
authority,” he was quick

~ to add.

Mr Pandhe, well known

' for his hardline views,

enjoys the support of
most central Citu mem-
bers, including fellow
hardliners from Kerala.

The question for the
Bengal chief minister is:
will the supportive noises
being made by his central
leadership come to
fruition when the push
comes to shove.
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1 UPA says will try to keep Iran
in IAEA, Left thaw on pension

Left, UPA call
ceaseflre in
\)v ter war

ANANDA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 21

DAY before the

Bihar elections

and two days be-

fore Parliament’s
winter session where the Op-
position is waiting to light
quite a few fires, the Left and
the UPA tried to paper over
their cracks agreeing to “ac
commodate” each other’s
concerns—over Iran and the
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development  Authority
(PFRDA) Bill.

At their coordination com-
mittee meeting, the two
reached an “informal” under-
standing that the Manmohan
Singh government would do
its best not to support any
LAEA resolution to take the
Iran issue to the UN Security
Council but also made it clear
that the final decision de-
pended on the framing of the
resolution in Vienna on No-
vember 24.

The PM apprised the Left
of the Government’s diplo-
matic efforts to arrive at a
consensus on Iran and avert
the possibility of the issue be-
ing referred to the UNSC.

erals cretary Prakash

told The Indian Express: “It
follows from what the gov-
ernment has stated as its in-
tention to keep the issue
within the IAEA framework,
that if anything goes outside
it, the Indian government will
notvote.”

The Left also indicated a
climbdown on pension re-
forms after both the PM and
Finance Minister P. Chi-
dambaram explained how the
mess in pension payments was
a “ticking time bomb.”

In fact, Chidambaram cir-
culated a note on the PFRDA
Bill on how the average an-
nual increase in pension ex-
penditure was as high as 30%
between 1996 and 2001. Pen-
sion liabilities now account for
1.64 per cent of the GDP,
which the government could
ill-afford given competing so-
cial and development ex-
penses. He told Left members
that already 15 states had
agreed to join the new pen-
sion system and more were

waiting in line.

The UPA urged the Left to
talk to their unions and im-
press on them the urgency be-
hind this legislation. While the

After the meeting, CPM gen-

: CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Left-UPA:
Temporary~\

ceasefirel in

winter wag ot

Left members argsayid
to have assured the’
UPA that theywill do so,
they urged the govern-
ment that the new pen-
sion fund should be
handled by the public
sector and not the pri-
vate sector. It is under-
stood that the UPA
agreed to look at this
possibility if this was the
way to get the Left on
board.

For the record, Karat
said: “The employees
will have to be spoken
to. We will be able to
give our response to the
government in reason-
able time this session.”

On the issue of disin-
vesting small portions of
non-navratna profit-ma-
king PSUs, the two
agreed togoonacase-to-
case basis. “We have
identifed some such
PSUs and shared infor-
mationwith the Left par-
ties. They have agreed to
consider the proposals,”
Chidambaram said.

On the Voicker re-
port, on which the Left
planned to raise the is-
sue of oil contracts dur-
ing the NDA regime,
the UPA took the line
thai the R S Pathak in-

quiry authority would
look into all the aspects.

Besides the PM, So-
nia Gandhi, Chidamba-
ram and Karat, the mee-
ting was attended by
CPM’s Sitaram Yechu-
ry, CPI's D. Raja and
RSP’s Abani Roy.
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CPM starts w1th airport shows

KOLKATA, Nov. 3 — CPI-M supporte
today staged demonstrations at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and Bagdogra air-
ports shortly after two Indian Air Force
planes landed at Kolkata and Siluguri
respectively. They were protesting against
the Indo-US joint air exercise scheduled at
Kalaikunda air base later this week.

“We told the Centre repeatedly that our
party did not want any joint exercise with
US forces on Indian soil but in vain. We
intend to protest against similar exercises
in future, especially if they take place in
West Bengal,” CPI-M state secretary Mr
Anil Biswas said today. Mr Biswas re-
mained vague about the party’s immediate
plans. “You will see when we do it. Let the
IAF reschedule the exercise. We shall stick
to our plans,” Mr Biswas said when told
that the authorities might set a new date.

The CPI-M’s protest plans got a boost
with Left parties today coming out togeth-
er with a statement supporting the decision
of several parties and organisations to
demonstrate at the air base and other parts
of West Bengal on 7 November.

“The deepening military collaboration
(between India and the USA) does not
augur well for India’s strategic interests
and independent foreign policy,” the CPI-
M, CPI, RSP and Forward Bloc said in a
joint statement. The four parties disap-
proved of the joint exercises conducted by
the two armed forces since the Indo-US
Defence Framework agreement was
signed earlier this year.

Meanwhile, the West Bengal govern-

rHE 5 A TESMAN

\\  US lays down nuke rules

NEW DELHI, Nov. 3. — The USA has for the
first time indicated some of the “principles”
that should be followed for the separation of
civilian and military nuclear facilities by India
— one of the commitments under the 18 July
India-US civilian nuclear deal.

Details on page 3

X\ !Q

menta stxll waiting for the Centre’s direc-
tion to provide police escorts to the vehi-
cles carrying US military equipment as well
as American air force personnel to
Kalaikunda once the US armed forces air-
craft ferrying them in land in Kolkata.
State chief secretary Mr Amitkiran Deb
said: “I've no idea when it will come.” The
Centre’s nod is necessary as it is illegal to
allow foreign military personnel and war
equipment to pass through Indian soil
without it. The IAF, though, has asked the
state to provide security to US airmen who
would land in Kolkata airport tomorrow in
two tanker aircraft and then travel to
Kalaikunda by road.

When asked about the state’s views on
today’s demonstrations as well as the one
scheduled at Kalaikunda on 7 November,
Mr Deb said the state would not intervene
as long as the agitation remained peaceful.

Though reports spoke of the activists’
attempts to disrupt the dissmbarkment of
US military personnel, an IAF spokesman
in New Delhi said it had taken place with-
out incident.

An IAF officer said: “US airmen start-
ed arriving since Saturday. So far, they
have been able to travel to Kalaikunda

/

from Dum Dum without any problem.” -

n/ EARY 2035



- PR
4hamefulechmgpter
Nar‘ﬂ;}éhiswagd?sfervgs:ejus‘t’i@ce, not protection

he CPI-M d \\not live up to any great principle in

“allowing” Narayan Biswas to resign from the Left Front
government after he was refused bail in a case of rioting and
arson 17 years ago. More relevant is the question why it has
protected him "all these years till compelled by pressures
from several quarters. The minister’s name would have been
struck off the rolls had he remained an “absconder”, which
is how the police chose to describe him though he merrily
proceeded to attend to official and party duties. The glaring
partisanship mocks Anil Biswas’s latest claim that the
minister put in his papers in accordance with the party’s
decision six months ago “to clean its image””. It is instructive
that someone supposedly as responsible as the minister has
taken months to abide by the order and that too after the.
Election Commission chose to enforce rules as strictly in
Bengal as it did in Bihar. Anil Biswas’s objection to the EC’s
order puts him in the same bracket as Lalu Prasad. The CPI-
M state secretary confirms the mental likeness when he
suggests that a politician has the right to remain in power till
convicted by the court. That is endorsement for the likes of
Lalu Prasad and Mohammed Shahabuddin and, like Lalu,

- he promises rallies in the deposed minister’s support.

The Marxists have already been cruelly, and crudely,
éxposed. Anil Biswas describes as an achievement no other
party can claim the fact that only 100 of the 7,000-odd CPI-
M members facing criminal charges have not been granted
bail or anticipatory bail. Does the man ever listen to him-
self? In a state his party has ruled for nearly three decades
and where police register cases at the party’s behest, it is
amazing that he sees the presence of 7,000 alleged criminals
in his party as an achievement. Charges against Narayan
Biswas and, presumably, other Marxist leaders are “concoc-
ted” while charges against rivals have all the truth in the
world. All of this ultimately sullies the image of the chief
minister as well; he is the man in charge of the police. The
green signal has come when Alimuddin Street does not have
an option and must also contend with a revolt by a faction
of the CPI-M’s South Dinajpur district unit whose chief had
to surrender in a similar case while the minister was roam-
ing freg. It is a shame the party will carry into the assembly
election. The best Anil Biswas can do is to refrain from
more political misadventures. '
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 OCTOBER

IN a significant develop-

ment, the Left has adopted

a “we shall consider” ap-
proach on the Pension Regula-
tor Bill. But this comes with a
rider — it’s the government’s
job to convince the trade
unions. The Left parties, which
returned to the coordination
committee on Thursday, also
said they have an open mind on
divestment in non-navratna
profit-making PSUs.

The latest stand of the Left on
the pension Bill must be com-
forting for the government as it
demanded rejection of the Bill
lock, stock and barrel. The dilu-
tion in the Left stand is a clear
indication that the Bill might
take the course of the Patents
Bill, on which the Left voted

eft parties

with the government after
managing to push some of its
amendments. With Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, indi-
cating during the two-and-a-
half hour meeting that the gov-
ernment was planning to bring
the Bill in the winter session of

Aivesti
Parliament, the Left parties/

It parties set terms for
support to éiﬁeioﬁ Bill

have promised to examine the
amendments. However, the Bill
faces stiff resistance from the
trade unions, particularly Left-
backed ones like Citu and
Aituc. CPI leader Gurudas Das-
gupta, who is also Aituc general
secretary, has given a dissent
note opposing the Bill.

Finance minister, P Chi-
dambaram’s suggestion that the
Left parties should try to con-
vince the trade unions was
thrown back at him, with the
Left demanding that the gov-
ernment should talk to unions
on this issue.

Mr Chidambaram also tried
to tell the Left leaders that if
parties were convinced politi-
cally, trade unions might come
around.The = Left remained
neh-comuittal on the issue of
g shares of non-navrat-
ofit-making PSUs.

na

Centre seeks Left arm for
labour reforms in textiles

Our Polriticgl Bureau
NEW DELHi 27 OCTOBER

ENSING that a brazen
S support for the labour re-
form demand of the tex-
tile ministry could prompt yet
another standoff with the Left
parties, the Centre is devising
. ways to soften the resistance
from the Red brigade. Armed
with a government-sponsored
Crisil study, which has projected
creation of 1.2 crore fresh jobs in
the sector, the government will
seek the Left’s indulgence for es-
tablishing a new labour para-
digm in the textile industry.
The effort has gained ur-
gency as the government's in-
ability to remove labour rigidi-

) 2 2
ties is threatening to deprive the
country the necessary where-
withal to meet the challenges of
the post-MFA situation.

The textile minister, who
briefed the Union cabinet on
Thursday, said some critical
labour-oriented initiatives are
needed to cash in on the oppor-
tunities offered by the post-

MFA scenario. But there is fear
that the Left, which is unwilling
to change its stand on labour,
will place hurdles.

On its part, the textile min-
istry has put forward three de-
mands. One, the industrial dis-
putes Act should be amended
for exempting exporting units
from labour law provisions.
This, the ministry feels, will give
the companies freedom to hire
additional labour.

Gone are the days when or-
ders of few thousand garment
pieces used to be considered big.
Global orders nowadays, may
ask for the delivery of millions
of units at short notice. But or-
ders of this size are usually sea-
sonal and activity-bound.
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Politburo
back at - ¢

DEEPAK Razdan/ALOKE Banerjee
New Delhi/Kolkata, October 26

THE DEBATE is over and the party, as usual, has had the
last word over the individual.

The CPI(M) on Wednesday shot down Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee’s proposal to free the IT sector of strikes. The all-
powerful politburo also ruled out IT as an essential service.

The party did grant the chief minister a minor conces-
sion: certain vital functions in the industry would not be in-
terrupted by strikes. It did not, however, define these func-
tlons Far from agreeing to do away with strikes, the polit-
buro observed that labour laws
should be enforced on IT enter-
prises. “The right to form trade
unions and resort to collective
bargaining should exist in the IT
sector,” it ruled. Party general
secretary Prakash Karat said: “If
they have trade unions and the
right to have collective bargain-

ing, they will also have the right
BUDDHA PHOPOSES’ to strike. That is understood.”
PARTY IJISPOSES Ruling out IT as an essential

service, he said: “There can be
certain services of a continuous
nature; these will have to be
maintained even during strikes.
These functions will be defined
later. Even if some IT enterpris-
"es can be engaged in some es-
- sential services, the entire in-
dustry can’t be described as
such a service.”
The decision extended a se-
ries of proposals from Bh
tacharjee that the party has

SHOT DOWN IT as an
essential service,
restriction of unionism
and bar on strikes

ALLOWED Certain IT
segments, not yet
defined, to be free of
strikes

BATTLES LOST BY CM
® Implementation of

McKinsey agricultur-
al policy

® Implementation of
Poca

M| Relaxation of land
ceiling rules

# Clearance for Salim
Group projects such

down. This was possibly the
most controversial among them
after his effort to get the Land
Ceiling Act relaxed.

The latest jolt came after
Bhattacharjee's assurance tc
heads of the IT industry in the
state that they would never

THE HipusTA™N

again face the problems that
had plagued them during the
September 29 general strike.

The industry was aghast, the Citu jubilant and the state
unit of the party submissive. The Indian Chamber of Com-
merce said the state would lose the IT advantage it had
gained. Citu state general secretary Kali Ghosh welcomed
the decision: “It is the natural decision that any commu-
nist party can take.” And CPI(M) state secretary Anil
Biswas, who had backed the chief minister’s vision, put up
a brave face. “The politburo took a general policy decision
and it is still up to the state committee to decide where to
call a strike,” he said.

as 4-lane expressway

See also Kolkata Live
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non-na

Statesm,m News Service

NEW DIELHI, Oct. 22. —
The CPL-M has indicated
that it i's willing to discuss
disinve'stment in non-
navratna companies with
the UPA government but
was cletermined not to
allow sale of state holdings
in profit-making PSUs.

“We are opposed to the
disinvestment of navratna
comupanices but shares can
be siold in other companies
to  raise resources for
sociial sector. We can dis-
cusss sale of shares in other
PSIJs,” the CPI-M gencral
seicretary, Mr  Prakash
Kiirat, said at an interac-
tive session with the
Forum  of  Financial
Writers today.

His remarks come in the
*wake of the Union finance
minister, Mr P
Chidambaram’s observa-
tion yesterday that both
PSUs and private sector
companies should make
large portion of their
equities  tradcable to
enable the markets judge
the performance of the

W /\

\d
en to sa

Mr Prakash Karat
corporate sector.

He had cited the exam-
ple of China, which has
announced the sale of
$270 billion worth of
mostly state-held stocks of
companies.

The Left parties plan to
raise several issues at the
UPA coordination com-
mittee meeting on 27
October, the first since the
UPA ally decided to boy-
cott such meetings four
months back.

Resources for meeting
social objectives men-
tioned in NCMP can be
raised by increasing the
tax-GDP ratio, he said.

Asked about the reform
process currently under-
way in West Bengal he

rvv-. BAE T L vemmes g o
e P 't

- wi "f';N

e of

ratna stakes

said: “We are committed
that we will not undo
what we have achieved in
West Bengal in terms of
land reforms. We will not
convert fertile agriculture
land into industrial land.”

He refuted the charge
that the Left parties had
adopted double-standards
with regard to reforms,
adopting one policy in
West Benal and another at
the Centre. “We are only
asking the UPA govern-
ment to do what we are
doing in West Bengal,” he
added.

The CPI-M was against
amending the coal law to
allow commercial mining.
“We arc not in favour of
passing the Coal Bill, 2000
pending in Parliament,”
Mr Karat said

Regarding foreign direct
investment (FDI) in retail
and social sector funding,
he said: “Our main con-
cern is that it will displace
employment. We do 'not
have any pre-conceived
notion but our opposition
to FDI in retail is based on
realities on the ground.”
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Left wants ‘neutral’ India
to abstaln from IAEA vote

Our Political Bureau [} -"'\

- T kY
NEW DELHI 20 OCTOBER *

Y VEN as US under-secre-
~{ tary of state Nicholas
A—J Burns mounts pressure
on India to conform with the US
on the Iran vote, domestic wran-
gling on the issue has intensified
with the Left-sponsored lobby
renewing its demand for India to
abstain from voting at the IAEA.

The Left’s chalking out of an
all-India campaign for an “inde-
pendent foreign policy” came
just hours ahead of Mr Burn’s
visit to India. Under Left pres-
sure, the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment has been taking diplo-
maticinitiatives to avert a second
vote on Iran.

India’s attempt to get the EU-3
to engage with Tehran on the is-
sue has faced setbacks with its
moves to split opinion in the bloc
having failed. Moreover, the.US
has been reinforcing that India’s
vote against Iran at the earlier
TAEA meeting has gone a long
way in evaporating resistance
from US Congressmen to the In-
dia-US nuclear pact.

All this tough-talking from the

s

strengthened the Left’s resolve to
get the government to “undo” its
earlier vote against Iran. The is-
sue will also be raised at the re-
sumed UPA-Left co-ordination
committee meeting, likely next
week after a four-month boycott
by the Left. A CPM politburo
meeting on October 25-26 will
also see a discussion vt the Iran
vote, sources said.

At the meeting of the Left po-
litical alliance on Thursday, the
parties decided to spread their

US and Britain has only campaign to four cities in the
o 1 me
I AR T TV L
X!i.‘: Mu ¥

country and rope in like-minded
“specialists and intellectuals” to
participate in a convention on
October 28.

This will be followed by a pub-
lic meeting on October 29 in
New Delhi and a convention in
Lucknow on November 8. The
parties will also bring out a book-
let on the discussions at the Oc-
tober 29 convention, for which a
background note has been pre-
pared, CPI general secretary AB
Bardhan said.

“We want India to abstain
from voting on November 24 at
the IAEA. India should adopt a
neutral position,” CPM politburo
member, Sitaram Yechury said.
CPM general secretary Prakash
Karat had earlier held the Prime
Minister directly responsible for
the vote and said it was done to
appease the US.

The US has meanwhile sought
to differentiate India from Iran by
designating it as a “responsible”
nuclear power. Mr Burns has
been quoted by agencies as say-
ing in Paris, ahead of his India
visit, “this cooperation that we’re
extending to India is unique to
India. It is not going to be #epli-
cated to other countrisg,”;jj.f
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"CPM ready for Trinamul offensive

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Oct. 18. — The
CPI-M will not sit silently if
Trinamui supporters attack
police while demonstrating
against the Salim team which
is scheduled to visit the state
on 20 October with Mr Beni
Santasso leading the group.
The CPI-M state secretary,
Mr Anil Biswas, said today:
“Those who incite violence
will have to face the conse-
quences.”

Not spelling out what exact-
ly the party intended to do if
police were attacked, Mr
Biswas said: “Maintaining law
and order is the job of police-
men. The party has nothing to
do with it and we want peace.
But the CPI-M will not be

5 vk
Mamata to protest
KOLKATA, Oct. 18. — Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee today iterated her
resolve to oppose the transfer of
agricultural land to the Salim Gro-
up of Indonesia and demanded a
Central probe into the “CPI-M's
ways which had enabled it to
amass a huge fortune” The
Trinamul Congress, she said,
would stage protests in different
parts of the city on 20 October
when Salim group chief Mr Beni
Santasso would arrive. — SNS

silent if police are attacked.
Those who incite violence will
face the consequences... I
don’t anticipate any chaos.
They (the Trinamul) don’t
have the numerical strength to
spark off a row.”

Referring to Miss Mamata
Banerjee’s allegation that the

THME STA TESnIAN

CPI- Aa become a cash-
rich party by patronising capi-
talists and that it was now busy
investing the money across the
globe, Mr Biswas said: This
could only be a figment of the
imagination of a person who is
completely insane. Not marg-
inally, but completely insane.
“They (Trinamul) want to
arrest the development of
West Bengal. That’s why they
plan road blocks on Thursday.
It will inspire the investors
when they see for themselves
that only a few people in this
state oppose its develop-
ment,” Mr Biswas said. He
said people from all walks of
life, including such captains of
industry as Mr Mukesh
Ambani, were welcome to the
party’s offices.
Another report on page 8
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Iran: It’s surrender

to the U.S. “9"’/

Ensure distance between party,
government does not grow: Anil Biswas

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: “All strategy minus
tactics leads to sectarianism.
All tactics minus strategy leads
to opportunism. We will have to
stay alert both against sectar-
ianism and opportunism in our
future struggles,” Communist
Party of India (Marxist) Polit
Bureau member and West Ben-
gal state secretary Anil Biswas
said here on Monday on the oc-
casion of the 86th foundation
day of the Communist Party of
India.

He recalled the founding of
the country’s first communist
party in Tashkent in the erst-
while Soviet Union by a group
of 10 persons and the struggles
faced by the party as it evolved.
(The CPI(M) was formed in
1964 after breaking away from
the CPL)

“The times have changed as
have the demands of the emerg-
ing situations in the course of
the party’s history. While the
fight against both opportunism
and sectarianism will have to
continue, we will have to keep a
watch to ensure that the dis-
tance between party and gov-
ernment [wherever the CPI(M)
is in power along with its Left
allies] does not grow. That will
only benefit our class enemies,”
Mr Biswas said.

;ka i Y9 hi- U

Even though the CPI(M) was
supporting the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government at the
Centre, it was wrong to assume
that it was a “friendly one” un-
der which the party would pro-
gress, Mr. Biswas said. It also
should be remembered that
“the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme is not the Left’s pro-
gramme, it is the UPA’s.”The
Left parties successfully pre-
vented the Centre from going
ahead with disinvestment in the
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limit-
ed as well as other ‘navratnas.’
But the Centre was surrender-
ing to the United States on the
Iran issue and a conflict be-
tween the Left and the Centre
on this matter was inevitable,
he said.

On the Left Front’s moves to-
wards industrialisation and ini-
tiatives to attract foreign direct
investment, Mr. Biswas said
there was no conflict on the
matter as investments were
welcome only if they increased
job  opportunities, ensured
greater production and benefit-
ed the common people. “Our
movement is not against indus-
try but is for a guarantee of
proper industrial wages and for
the protection of the workers’
interests without endangering
the economic sovereignty of the
country,” he said.

i
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“No amount of vilification
will deter the CPI (M)”

NEW DELHI: The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) on Friday rid-
iculed those who accused it of
“political immorality for seeking
to blackmail the Manmohan
Singh Government while sup-
porting it” and asked the Centre
not to brush aside the import of
the workers’ protest across the
country against the Govern-
ment’s economic policies.

In an editorial in the latest
issue of the CPI (M) official
weekly, its general secretary
Prakash Karat made it clear that
no amount of “vilification”
would deter the Left from stand-
ing “firmly” with the working
class and other sections of the
working people in the struggle
for a better life.

‘Dangerous’

“The working people will re-
buff all attempts to put restric-
tions on the right to protest and
the right to strike. The dominat-
ing media is bordering on ad-
vocating authoritarian measures
to suppress strikes in the name
of national interest. The media is
doing it to defend the interests
of the big capital. It was danger-
ous for the democratic system,”
Mr. Karat said, justifying the
September 29 general strike.

Mr. Karat said it would be bet-
ter for the ruling circles to un-
derstand the message conveyed
through this protest action. He
noted that what was common in
the editorials and commentaries
regarding the general strike
were a strong and often vituper-
ative attack on the CPI (M) and
the Left. “It was expected that
the corporate-owned media
would disapprove of the work-
ers’ action and write the usual
editorials about the irresponsib-
ility of the trade unions and how
the economy suffers as a result.
What is new is the offensive
mounted against the Left parties
and the strident tone of the de-
mand that such strikes be stop-
ped.”

“The Left parties were ac-
cused of holding the country to

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Friday charged the
Left parties with having a “de-
structive influence” on the eco-
nomic policy of the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment and “sabotaging” reforms.

The BJP faulted the Left for
“influencing” UPA policy deci-
sions that led to three oil public
sector companies suffering a
loss of Rs. 40,000 crores and for
recently “holding the country
to ransom” by calling a general
strike.

On the Left parties’ decision
to return to the UPA Coordina-
tion Committee in response to
a letter from UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi that disinvest-
ment in Bharat Heavy Electri-
cals Limited was put in
abeyance, BJP spokesperson
Prakash Javadekar said here
that Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh gave a similar assur-
ance in Parliament earlier. But
“it seems the Left prefers to be-
lieve in the word of the Super
Prime Minister [Sonia
Gandhil.”

"

“The working people
will rebuff all
attempts to put
restrictions on the
right to protest and
the right to strike”

ransom. Worse, they were ac

cused of political immorality fo

seeking to blackmail the govern

ment while supporting it. Mos

of the editorial comments as

sumed that the central trade
unions had gone on strike at the
dictates of the CPI (M) and the
Left parties. Some of the more
rightwing papers have charged
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and the government of be-
ing weak for failing to deal with
the strike firmly.

“What is common in this dia-
tribe against the September 29
strike is the assumption that
strikes are anti-national and an-
ti-people,” he said. The CPI (M)
has been accused of “political
obscenity” for inflicting the
strike on the country. Another
commentator has called it “a
perverse day-long disruption.”
Another daily editorialised that
“the Left remains oblivious to
the possibility that workers and
managers can work in a civilised,
symbiotic manner.”

Giving instances of recent
strikes in Belgium, France,
Greece, Italy, South Africa and
South Korea, Mr. Karat said
many of the issues raised in the
September 29 general strike
were similar to the causes for the
strikes in other countries. “They
include job losses, cuts in pen-
sion benefits and changes in la-
bour laws.”

“It is an insult to the workers,
the government employees and
the working people of the coun-
try to brand the strike action, in
which millions participated, as a
political strong-arm tactic of the
CPI(M) and the Left to settle
scores with the UP? govern-
ment,” he said. —

Left sabotaging
reforms, says BJP

Alleges ‘fixed wrestling match’

s it is influencing UPA
‘paﬁcy >misfoas

o What has changed since
September 29 strike?

The Left was protesting
against the government’s pol-
icies and now it was back on the
Coordination Committee. What
had changed since the Septem-
ber 29 strike?

The BJP charged the Left and
the Congress with playing a
“fixed wrestling match” only to
“fool the people.”

Mr. Javadekar deplored the
government decision to file an
appeal in the Supreme Court
against the Allahabad High
Court verdict against reserva-
tion for Muslims in Aligarh
Muslim University. The Con-
gress was about to make anoth-
er “Shah Bano-type” mistake,
he said referring to the over-
turning of a judgment allowing
alimony to the old woman from
Indore, Madhya Pradesh, when
Rajiv. Gandhj~"was Prime
Minister.
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Left to
coordination
meetings ..

Decision follows Sonia’s promjs

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties will
resume participation in Coordi-
nation Committee meetings
with the United Progressive Alli-
ance, now that UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi has given the as-
surance, in writing, that the Gov-
ernment’s decision to offload
equity in Bharat Heavy Electri-
cals Limited has been “put in
abeyance”.

The Left decision, taken at a
meeting of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), the Commu-
nist Party of India, the All-India
Forward Bloc and the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party here on
Thursday morning, was an-
nounced at a press conference
by CPI (M) general secretary
Prakash Karat.

The CPI and the RSP, howev-
er, had reservations about the
timing. Given the differences of
the Left parties with the Govern-
ment oveér certain issues, partic-
ularly India’s vote against Iran at
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency meeting, the two par-
ties said, they should not be seen
as being too eager to return to
the committee. But the majority
view prevailed as the differences
were only over the timing and
not over the larger issue of re-
turning to the committee.Abani
Roy (BSP) said he agreed to go
with the majority view for the
sake of Left unity. The CPI want-
ed clarifications sought from the
Government on its policy on the
| other ‘Navratna’ public sector
" undertakings as Ms. Gandhi’s

attend

o CPI, RSP have
reservations about timing

e Seek clarifications on
other “Navratnas:" CPI

letter mentioned only the BHEL
disinvestment.

CPI (M) Polit Bureau member
Sitaram Yechury conceded that
there were reservations about
the issue. Besides Mr. Karat, Mr.
Yechury and Mr. Roy, CPI lead-
ers A. B. Bardhan and D. Raja,
and Debabrata Biswas (Forward
Bloc) attended the hour-long
meeting. A formal letter is being
sent to Ms. Gandhi informing
her of the Left decision.

Exactly a week ago, Ms. Gand-
hi wrote to the leaders of the
four parties requesting them to
consider returning to the com-
mittee. She said she had received
a note from Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh conveying the
Government’s decision to put in
abeyance the BHEL
disinvestment.

The Left, which suspended
participation in the committee
on June 26, saw the BHEL disin-
vestment as the first serious vio-
lation” of the National Common
Minimum Programme. Though
the Government gave several in-
dications of its putting the
BHEL disinvestment on hold,
the Left decided to await a writ-
ten assurance.

Photograph on Page 12
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Left back o UPA coordmatlon table

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELH! 13 OCTOBER

HE ‘pragmatic’ comer

within the CPM on Thurs-

day forced the party gener-
al secretary, Prakash Karat, to roll
back his ‘no participation in the
UPA-Left coordination panel till
the Centre puts disinvestment in
navaratnas on hold’ stance and
paved the way for the resump-
tion of the meetings with the
government leadership. Al-
though the CPIand the RSP were
not enthusiastic to get back, the
CPM'sdecision to call off the boy-
cottt prompted the two parties to
abandon their opposition.

The Left’s decision to resume
participation in the coordination
committee comes a week after
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
wrote to its leaders assuring that
the government was keeping the
Bhel disinvestment decision in
abeyance. In a reply to Ms Gand-
hi’s letter, the Left parties claimed
that the Prime Minister had earli-
erinformed the Left leaders about

X T

the government’s intention not to
sell the shares of the Bhel and oth-
er navaratna comparies, thereby
atterpting to extract a promise
thatnot only Bhel but all navarat-
na PSUs will remain outside the
ambit of disinvestment.

The Left’s decision was taken
after an hour-long debate which
saw the CPM and the Forward
Bloc favouring return to the co-
ordination platform while the CPI
and the RSP{elt that there was no
hurry. The bone of contention at
today’s meeting was Ms Gandhi'’s
letter skipping any reference to

the Left demand for pgﬁuﬁ astop

to divesting navaratna shares.

The Left, finally, decided that
the PM’s word to put on hold the
divestment of Bhel shares im-
plied the same treatment for oth-
er navaratna companies and was
as good as a formal assurance.

Thoughbigbrother hadits way,
there were clear indications of a
difference of opinion in the CPM.
Prakash Karat had indicated reser-
vations about resuming parleys
with the government asserting
that the suspension of the co-ordi-
nation meetings had taken place
overdisinvestment in ‘Navaratna’
PSUs and not Bhe} alone. Howev-
er, Jyoti Basu, who was against
the Left boycott, has been eager
that the Left return to the forum,
which gives it a platform to inter-
vene in policy matters.

“The UPA-Left coordination
comimittee meetings are a sys-
tematic consultation process. In
the absence of this we were meet-
ingindividual ministers on aissue
to issue basis in which the big pic-
ture gets lost,” CPM politburo

'ILn::ﬁr Sitaram Yechury said.

Forward Bloc’s Debabrata Biswas,
who had expressed his party’s
reservations to resume the meet-
ings, showed no such hesitation
on Thursday.

Mr Bardhan is understood to
have supported RSPleader Abani
Roy who felt there was no need
to go back immediately. “For Left
unity we went with the majori-
ty,” Mr Roy said, clearly indicat-
ing that there were differences
within the Left on the issue.

The RSP leader said his party
was of the view that the Left
should wait to see if the govern-
ment was keeping its word on
disinvestment. He said there
were other areas of differences
with the government such as
pricing of petroleum products,
labour laws, unorganised sector
bill and “violations” of the CMP.

Though CPI general secretary
AB Bardhan said going back to
the meetings was fait accompli
on receipt of Ms Gandhi’s letter
and the Prime Minister’s assur-

ance on navratnas. /
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CPM, CPI Leaders Refuse To Accept Restricted FDI Too

Left begs to differ on
FDI in retail With govt

NEW DELHI 11 OCTOBER XY

Our Political Bureau’%\lr

HE policy wrangling in the

ruling arrangement at the

Centre on Sunday intenis-
fied with the Left parties ruling out
their support to the government's
proposal for greater FDIparticipa-
tion in the retail sector. The Left,
which is peristing with their fa-
miliar reservations—it will affect

domestic employment and im-
pact adversely in the small retail- §

“This will adversely affect the
consuiners, the employment op-
portunities available in the coun-
try and the even the producers.
We will be discussing these issues
at the Left parties meeting on 13
October,” said CPM Politburo

said. He noted that the American
retail giant Wal Mart had more
than a “toe hold” in India. “It al-
ready has its purchasing centres
in India which would suggest
that it has received some kind of
assurance from the government,
” Mr Bardhan said.

Though the Left parties might
publicly be opposed to FDIin re-
tailing, sections of the CPM-

4 ruled West Bengal are said to be
§ in favour of the move. West

Bengal Chief Minister Bud-

ers—said that they did not agree dhadeb Bhattacharjee  has
with the government'sstand that { shown through his recent state-
FDI in retail is critical to the eco- ments that his party is not blind-

nomicmanagement matrix.

The Left's opposition comes in
the wake of reports about the gov-
ernment’s willingness to accom-
modate the Left's apprehensions
about employment, impact on
small retailers and consumers. The
governnment, which is anxious to
get the Left on board, has suggest-
edrestrictions on capitalisation, lo-
cation and floor space. Union com-
merce minister is expected to dis-
cuss the new proposal with the
Leftleaders early next week.

Left leaders, however, on
Tuesday insisted that they are op-
posed to the move in prindple.

member $ Ramachandran Pillai.
When asked about the govern-
ment’s reported plans to open up
49% initially, Mr Pillai said his
party was not interested in the
proposal. “Itis not about percent-
ages. This move will have an ad-
verse impact on the economy as a
whole,” he said.

CPIgeneral secretary AB Bard-
han also adopted a similar pos-
ture. “We are againstit. We see no
reason why the country should
now go for FD1 in retailing. They
{MNC retail chains) will not bring
essential technology along,” he

ly against FDI. However, the
darifications provided by the
CPM vis a vis.its stand on foreign
investment at the 18 party con-
gress make it difficult for the party
agree to FDIin retailing . Accrod-
ing to the document, “the flow of
foreign capital into our country, in
the present conditions, must be
regulated by the following condi-
tions: a) such capital would aug-
ment the existing productive ca-
pacities in our economy... b) such
foreign capital must upgrade the
Indian economy technologically;
and ¢) such capital must lead to
employment generation.”
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Convent|on In
Delhi Likely To
Protest Against
Anti-Iran Vote

Our Rolit?cal Bureau
NEW DELHI 3 OCTOBER

HE Left on Monday un-

I leashed a fresh offensive

against the UPA govern-
ment for what is termed “short-
changing India’s independent
foreign policy”, by signing a “du-
bious deal” with the US on the
TAEA vote against Iran.

T also vowed to mobilise forces
outside the Left Front — parties
like the DMK, Samajwadi Party
and the JD(S) —to force areview
of the “pro-US stand” before the
November meeting of the IAEA.

The leaders of the four Left
parties, who met here in the cap-
ital, to decide on an “action plan”
against the government, threat-
ened to laupch a nationwide
campaign against the pro-US tilt
in forelgr{ pohcy

S

Left accuses Centre of pi/ US tilt

“The Left parties consider In-
dia’s voting for the resolution on
Iran to be a serious departure
from an independent foreign pol-
icy. Keeping in mind the recent
background of developments
concerning India-US ties, the Left
parties felt it necessary to mo-
bilise democratic opinion all over
the country in defence of an in-
dependent foreign policy,” a
statement issued after the meet-
ing said.

Leaders of the Left, who ad-
dressed the media, said a conven-
tion will be organised in Delhi to-

wards the month end to build
pressure on the government to
“undo” the anti-Iran vote.
Leaders of the Left, who later
cited the Congress core commit-
tee's deliberations and the admis-
sion that there was no formal
meeting of the Cabinet to decide
on the vote against Iran, said pol-
icy changes are made in a callous
fashion. Government managers
here admitted that troubles could
have been averted, had the gov-
emment used institutional struc-
tures and coalition fora to fine-
tune serious diplomaticissues.

As a matter of fact, it was only
after Prakash Karat made a direct
attack against the Prime Minister,
the regime got into the estab-
lished process of explaining to al-
lies the meaning of the 1AEA
vote. On its part, the government
has already clarified that prior
consultation was not possible as
US gave the member states only
12 hours to take a stand on Iran.

That the Left's campaign will
not be perfunctory was clear ear- |
ly last week, when Mr Karat |
sought to target the Prime Minis- |
ter. He had termed the vote |
against Iran as a major step that ‘

“adversely affects” the country’s
formgn policy. “The Prime Minis- |
ter is directly responsible for this
state of affairs,” he had said. f

What was even more damn- ‘
ing for the government, was Mr ‘ |

Karat's insinuation about the
Primne Minister working unden
the direction of the US. “Just a 4
few days of sustained US pres- | |
sure, has led the government to I
cave in. Condoleeza Rice's de- |
mand that India. China and Rus- |
sia rally to the US position has |
been acceded to, at least by India. \
!
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Left blames Iran vote on PM ~

s e

‘New Delhi qg

o 29 SEPTEMBER

N a strongly-worded attack,

the CPI(M) has charged

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh with being “directly re-
sponsible” for India’s vote against
Iran in the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

It asserted that the Left cannot
countenance this “new direc-
tion” of the foreign policy. Accus-
ing the UPA government of “ap-
peasing” the US, party general
secretary Prakash Karat saidin an
article in the forthcoming issue of
‘People’s Democracy: “The
Prime Ministeris directly respon-
siblé for this stdte of affairs. The
CP1(M) and the Left parties can-
fiotcduhteriahice this new dired:
tion of foreign policy.”

“ting articdle titled

He said by the n xt meetmg of
the IAEA board in November,
“the government will have to
undo the damage done. India
should state clear-
ly that the Iranian
issue is not a fit
case for referring
to the UN Securi-
ty Coundil”.

In the hard-hit- |

‘Betrayal of Iran:
Costs of India-US
Partnership’, Mr
Karat  asserted
that Iran, unlike
India, wasasigna- |
tory tothe nudlear §
non-prolifération

treaty (NPT)

within the framework of the NPT

KARAT-E

ard hiad et o
develop its nudéar tethholohy

and \safeguards.

India’s “defection” from the
stand of the non-aligned move-
ment (NAM) had damaged New
Delhi’s credibili-
ty and countries
like Brazil and
South  Africa,
partners in the
G-20, “can legiti-
mately wonder
at India’s reliabil-
ity”.

“It is pathetic
that the govern-
.| ment seeks to
| justify its stand
by diting that it is
in the company
Nt CQ ihtries tike

Ore, Ghan Ecuador and
Pért whio have shown 1o sign of
any independence in their for-

eign policy”, the CPI(M) leader
said, adding developing nations
like Brazil, South Africa, Mexico,
Nigeria and Algeria abstained.
“Even Pakistan and SriLanka '
refused to line up with the US,”
Mr Karat said, adding “all this .
hasbeen proved to be just empty !
posturing.” Maintaining that
Iran was asked to stop ennch-
ment of uranium and halt con- |
struction of a research reactor us-
ing heavy water, he said “this
puts paid to India’s original stand
that Tran as a signatory of NPT |
has the right to develop nuclear
technology under safeguards.”
Indla S vote also went agamst

ingt it did
not fall in- the- amibit ‘of the UN!
Security Coundil. - —PTH!
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CPI(M) for wider India-China-Russia cooperatlon

But there is no scope for a strategic axis, says Prakash Karat 900"

Staff Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: While the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) has
favoured a wider trilateral coop-
eration and understanding
among India, China and Russia,
to check the growing trend of
creating a unipolar comity of na-
tions, it understands that there
is no scope for a strategic axis,
especially in the present inter-
national scenario.

The viewpoint was expressed
by CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat while informally
interacting with reporters after
he presided over the meeting of
the party’s Punjab council here
on Saturday. He said that while
the India-Russia relations had
their own strength, recent indi-
cations of upgrading the China-
India ties to a strategic level
were quite appreciable.

Mr. Karat said that while Chi-
na was expected to emerge ama-
jor economic power, India’s
potential was also being recog-
nised at the international level.
He said that the creation of a
multi-polar world was in the in-
terest of India.

Responding to the appeal of
U.S. Secretary of State Condo-

ANE

;,(() % o Creation of a multi-polar

world Is in the interest
of imﬁa

»oc, traw‘ arauad fran

of the Internatior
Atomit Enerw Aqency

leezza Rice for joining together
against Iran on the nuclear pro-
liferation issue, Mr. Karat said
India, China and Russia must
consult each other before taking
any official position. He said the
controversy around Iran’s nu-
clear programme must be re-
solved under the ambit of the
International Atomic Energy

Agency.

Ties with Iran

Mr. Karat said India could not
allow its relations with Iran to be
held hostage by the United
States. He said that while Iran, a
signatory of the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) had rights to
pursue its programme, India al-
s0 had its energy needs. Iran has
agreed to sell 5 million tonnes of
LNG through a gas pipeline and

another 2 million tonnes
through ship, he pointed out.

Regarding the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh’s meeting
various world leaders during the
U.N. General Assembly meeting,
Mr. Karat appreciated the con-
tinuation of a positive trend in
the improvement of ties be-
tween India and Pakistan. He
said that along with bilateral ef-
forts, the Union Government
must hold more talks with repre-
sentatives of all groups from dif-
ferent regions to resolve the
Kashmir imbroglio. He favoured
the opening of more routes to
facilitate the exchange of people
and increase the volume of trade
with Pakistan.

No poll alliance in Bihar

Mr. Karat reiterated that the
party would not have any formal
alliance with the Congress in Bi-
har elections and later in Punjab,
while it would face the Con-
gress’s challenge in West Bengal
and Kerala, In Bihar, while the
party would have an arrange-
ment with the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) it would not form part
of the RJD-Congress alliance.
He discounted that the electoral
dichotomy at the State level

would have any impact on the
future of the UPA Government
at the Centre.

On the issue of establishing a
Dalit identity to counter the vio-
lence against the underprivi-
leged sections, Mr. Karat said
the party was contemplating
replicating in the North some of
the initiatives taken by it to or-
ganise the oppressed sections of
society in the South. Reiterating
the importance of class and caste
struggles, the Communist leader
opposed politics based on caste
fissures.

Job guarantee scheme

Mr. Karat said the CPI(M)
was quite satisfied that the legis-
lation of the Rural Employment
Guarantee Act during the last
session of Parliament. While ex-
pressing some reservations
about the implementation of the
programme, he appreciated that
a beginning had been made to
provide employment to the poor
in rural areas.

Mr. Karat said the party was
awaiting an official communica-
tion from the Union Govern-
ment regarding its assurance of
shelvmg the plan to sell its equj-
ty in the Navratna PSUs.




_ CPM to suppor

Chandigarh ¢
17 SEPTEMBER ‘\"

FFIRMING the party’s

separate electoral path,

CPI-M general secretary
Prakash Karat on Saturday said it
has decided to support the RJD in
the coming Bihar Assembly
polls, to keep the “communal
forces” at bay.

“The BJP-JD(U) combine will
be defeated in the coming polls,”
Mr Karat who was here to pre-
side over a meeting of the CPI-
M’s state unit, told reporters,

Asked why the CP], Forward
Bloc and RSP had decided to go
with the LJP opposing the
CPI-M’s dedision, he said it would
have been better if all the parties
united to defeat the BJP-JD(U)
combine. On the fractured man-
date in the last Assembly polls, he
said “this time it is for the people
of Bihar to see what forces they

want to strengthen”,
Attacking the Centre for the
recent fuel price hike, Mr Karat
said it could not go on increasing
the rates without revising and ra-
tionalising the taxes imposed.
Taxes levied per litre of petrol
were 57% and 37% for diesel, he
said. “While the government con-
tinues to earn revenue by impos-
ing taxes, it does not reduce the
prices of fuel.” Mr Karat said trade
unions such as Citu and Aituchad

rtRJD in'Bihar
called fora ﬁxe&s rike on Sep-

tember 29, in view of various
long-pending demands against

“the government’s privatisation -

drive inall spheres”.

He claimed that 125 airport
workers of Delhi and Mumbai
would also join the strike to
protest the government’s move
to privatise these two airports.

In a bid to give a final shape to
its poll strategy in Bihar, a crudal
meeting of the CPI's national ex-
ecutive committee on Saturday
discussed the political situation in
the state and the ongoing talks for
forging an electoral alliance with
LJPand CPI{ML).

“We are discussing the report
of our Bihar state committee on
the political situation in the
state,” CPI national secretary D
Raja said on the first day of the
two-day emergency meeting of
the party executive.

Claiming that secular votes

polls

would not be divided with the for-
mation of the ‘third front’ on an
anti-NDA, anti-RJD platform, the
CPI has been holding talks with
the CPI(ML) and LJP to form an
alliance for the coming Assembly
elections. Talks are also on with
Samajwadi party, RSP and the
Forward Blocto join this alliance.

The national executive is slat-
ed to give final touches to the poll
strategy that the CPI would adopt
in Bihar, with the prime objective
of defeating “communal and fas-
cist forces” in the state.

Party sources said they visu-
alised the formation of a secular
government in Bihar, maintain-
ing that the people were looking
for a secular alternative to RJD,
which would be presented by the
‘third front’. The main left party,
CPI{M), has decided to forge an
alliance with the RJID and Con-
gress, to keep the communal
forces atbay. —PTI
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While your party has no qualms
about attracting Foreign Direct In-
vestments and mushrooming of
MNCs in West Bengal, it opposes
FDIs and reforms in the rest of the
country. How do you explain such
double standards?

»Amjad K Maruf, Mumbai

We have no double standards on the
issue. The CPL(M) is not opposed to
FDI per se. In the last party congress we
adopted the policy that we will allow
FDI only if it generates employment,
brings in new technology and aug-
ments the existing productive capaci-
ties of the economy. In West Bengal,
Japanese investment is the largest,
when compared to any other State in
the country. However, I would like to
point out that we welcome FDI, but
with some riders.

The number of people subscrib-
ing to the Marxist ideology is dwin-
dling, even among the poorer sec-
tions. How long do you think the
CPI(M) can sustain its ideas?

»V P Damodar, Pune

It is not a fact that a small section
of poor people subscribes to Marxism.
Gradually, in addition to Bengal,
Tripura and Kerala, where we have a
substantial base, there are other States
where poor people are adopting our
ideology. In Rajasthan recently, there
was a widespread struggle in which
our mass organisation, the Kisan
Sabha, was the leading force. In other
States, industrial workers are joining
us. Although our expansion has not
been satisfactory, there is a feeling
among people that the CPI(M) and the
Left are the alternative to the Congress
and the BJP.

Is uprooting corruption from all
levels of governance on the Left’s
agenda? In this context, would you
favour giving more teeth to watch-
dog bodies like CVC, CAG and CBI?
YGaurav Dua, Dethi ‘

We have always said that investigat-
ing agencies should be given more
teeth and we have asked the govern-
ment to do so. Because of pressure from
our party, the government had to order
a CBlinquiry in the Juhu Centaur hotel
issue, We feel that exemplary punish-
ment should be given to the guilty in
all these cases. There must be expedi-
tious decision-taking with regard to
dealing with corruption cases.

Taking into consideration the
disintegration of the USSR and the
policy change in China, how much is
Marxism and Communism relevant
as a way of life today? In Bengal, the
successive Left Governments have
only led to the rapid disintegration
of industries. Please comment.
DJaideep Ghose, Pune

After the disintegration of the
USSR and the changeover from social-
ist economy to market economy in
Eastern Europe, we organised a semi-
nar which was attended by 20 Com-
munist organisations that had not
changed their name. It was resolved
that Marxism was relevant in the cur-
rent situation because it was a science.
But I must mention that in the past,
prior to the disintegration of the
USSR, we had criticised their interpre-
tation of Marxism.

In Bengal, our success has been in
Jand reforms. Now the State is self-suf-
ficient so there is a change in scenario.
Big industries are coming to the State.
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FIRING LINE

BASUDEB ACHARIA
Leader of CPM) in Lok Sabha

TRl A

With regard to investment in industry,
Bengal ranks fifth in the country.

The Women’s Reservation Bill
has been put off yet again, just be-
cause of some politicians who are
pursuing vested interests. Where
does your party stand on the Bill?
With a senior leader like Somnath
Chatterjee in the chair, how does it
propose to make women’s reserva-
tion a reality? ’
dMadhu Agrawal, Delhi

The passage of a Bill does not de-
pend on the desire of the Speaker. It

has to be placed before Parliament by
the government. We are not asking for
unanimity on the issue. The BJB, for
instance, has changed its stand in the
matter, We were told by Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil that the BJP was not
interested in the increase in the num-
ber of seats in Parliament by one-third
as had been proposed during discus-
sions on the Bill.

Our position is that the Bill should be

‘brought before the House in the original

form and put to vote. But, the fact is
that the government is not serious on
the women’s Bill. In the next session of
Parliament, we will bring more pres-
sure on the government to bring in the
original Bill in Parliament for voting. In
meetings with the Prime Minister, a
majority of parties supported our stand
that the original Bill should be put to
vote. Once that is done, we will push
for reservation for the weaker sections.

Why doesn’t the CPI(M) join
the Cabinet so that it can exercise
veto power against unfavourable
decisions?

»Subhash C Agrawal, Delhi

We have earlier clarified why we
didn’t join the government. Had we
joined, we wouldn't have been able to
oppose Cabinet decisions the way we
are doing now because the Cabinet
functions on the basis of collective re-
sponsibility. For instance, on the
Patents Bill, we had submitted 12
amendments, 10 of which were ac-
cepted and two were referred to a
committee. On the issue of lack of
labour laws in special economic zones,
we asked why the labour laws should
not be applicable in such areas. On the
National Rural Employment Guaran-

"We welcome FDI. but with some riders’

tee Scheme, we gave our suggestions
which the government had to accept.
We opposed BHEL disinvestment be-
cause in the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme of the UPA it was stated that
profit-making navratnas will not be
disinvested. So, by extending our sup-
port to the government from outside
and putting pressure on it, we have
been able to do something for the ben-
efit of the people.

Bankura is an economically
backward district of West Bengal.
You have been MP from Bankura for
the last few consecutive terms. Dur-
ing your tenure, have you pursued
any Centre-sponsored development
project in the area? .
DKaushik Guha, Kolkata

In the past, Bankura was knownas a
backward district. But not today. Agri-
culturally, we are an advanced district
and irrigation facilities are available in
70 per cent of the district. As far as in-
dustry is concerned, there are sponge
iron and cement units, to name a few.
Recently, the foundation stone was laid
for a Rs 3,000-crore ferro-alloy industry.
In the pipeline is a biomass project
which will generate 10 MW of power:
This will be the biggest biomass project
in the country. We are also trying to
open new coal mines.

On September 23, the narrow-
gauge line from Bankura to Son-
amukhi is being converted to a broad-
gauge line and will be inaugurated by
Railway Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav.
In three years, trains from South In-
dia will be able to go to the North-
East with the development of a new
line. In fact, in the next two-to-three

years, Bankura will be connected by
N i

FIRING
LINE

NEXT WEEK
RAM VILAS PASWAN
Lok Janshakti Party president

EVEN as the
Congress set
September 23
asthe deadline
for him to de-
cide whether he
is with the UPA -
or against it for
next month's Bihar Assembly elec-
tions, Lok Janshakti Party leader
Ram Vilas Paswan has stuck to his
“no-B!P no-RID, Muslim chief min-
ister” stand. Sending the balf back
to Cong's court, he has asked it to
decide whether it wants to go to
the polls on a “larger” UPA plat-
form or with the RID. Questions
have been raised about Paswan's
“honesty" in remaining a Union
Minister in the UPA Government
while he campaigns against his al-
lies in Bihar. Send him your ques-
tions on all this and more at
firingline@expressindia.com.

railway lines on all sides. [ would also
like to mention that Bankura is one
district where the highest number of
rural artisans stay. We are trying to
improve the product quality and re-
duce production costs which is gen-
erating employment opportunities for
the rural poor.
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Left to protest against petrol price increase

Special Correspondent mc‘

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Tuesday decided to protest the
hike in petrol and diesel prices
and asked the State units to mo-
bilise people against the move.
Describing the hike as “unjus-
tifiable,” the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) said it has
come less than three months af-
ter the increase in June. The Rs.
2 increase in diesel price would
badly affect the farmers and hike
transportation costs. This would
affect the prices of all commod-

ities. In a statement the party’s
Polit Bureau said that keeping in
mind the ever increasing inter-
national oil prices and to cut the
losses of the public sector oil
companies, the CPI (M) had de-
manded that the Government
give up the increase in Customs
duty and forego the increase in
Excise duty due to higher prices.

The party had sought suspen-
sion of the duty-free benefits for
exports and withdrawal of the
sales tax concessions to private
refineries. It had also demanded
suspension of the road cess hike

% IRALN

of 50 paise a htre f these steps
had been taken, the loss suffered
by the oil companies could have
been checked and the burden not
passed on, mainly to the consum-
er. The taxation of petroleum
products must be immediately
reviewed, the party said.

“A small mercy”

The Communist Party of India
has said the hike could have been
avoided if the Government had
listened to the Left parties’ sug-
gestions. “Itis a small mercy that
LPG and kerosene, the fuel of the

poorer sections and the middle
classes, have been spared.” The
diesel price hike would have a
cascading effect on prices, affect-
ing all sections of society, the
party said.

The CPI (ML-Liberation)
termed the fifth hike in 15
months as “yet anotherbetrayal”
of the common man by the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance. The
Government neither had the po-
litical will nor along-term policy
to deal with the rising petrol
prices in the international mar-
ket, it said.



“Politburo backs Buddha, with a rider

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 2. —
Seeking to put an end to
the controversy generated
by the West Bengal chief
minister, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s way of
inviting Singaporean and
Indonesian investors to the
state, the CPI-M Politburo
today “endorsed” his move
but made it clear that
“agricultural land” would
not be “messed with” in the
process.

In the morning, at the
beginning of the Politburo
session, attended by
staunch opponents of FDI
within the party like Citu
president and Politburo
member, Dr MK Pandhe,
Mr Bhattacharjee said that
his decision to invite Singa-

poreant dnd Indonesiah
investors was in accor-
dance with the stand taken
on the matter in the 18th
party congress held in
April. “There is no contro-
versy in the party on the
questions raised by Mr
Bhattacharjee,” the
Politburo member and
party MP, Mr Sitaram
Yechuri, later said.

The party, however,
ruled out allowing 100 per
cent FDI in Greenfield
(fresh) projects as
announced by the chief
minister earlier. “Central
government rules clearly
state that no FDI beyond
the permissible ceiling of
49 per cent is allowed.
There is no question of
allowing 100 per cent
FDL” Mr Yechuri said.

The CPI-M state secre-
tary, Mr Anil Biswas, said

that while allocating plots °

to foreign investors in
West Bengal, care would
be taken to exclude agri-
cultural land from the
ambit of any proposal. The
matter was discussed in
detail by the Politburo
today. “Agricultural land
will not be given away,” Mr
Yechuri said. He said that
in exceptional circum-
stances. for example, in
case some agricultural
pockets were there in 5,000
acres of contiguous land,
affected landowners would
be “properly compensat-
ed”.

Mr Yechuri said the
target of the West Bengal
government was not to
take over agricultural

' ™ ‘ﬁ,'f

land “as in Gujarat and
Karnataka”. There are
nearly 40.000 acres cur-
rently occupied and left
unutilised by dead units
in West Bengal. This land
needed to be utilised, he
said.

He also denied that any
proposal for 100 per cent
FDI in a Greenfield air-
port project in Kolkata
was awaiting approval.
“There have been no
such proposals. No study
on it has been undertak-
en. Nothing has hap-
pened on that front,” he
said. For the present, the
stress would be on aug-
menting the existing
capacity of Dum Dum
Airport, he added.

Another report on
page 7
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Buddha’s reforms are
set to get CPM’s nod

But party gpposes FDlin

ALOKE Banerjee and
DEEPAK Razdan
New Delhi, September 1

BUDDHADEB BHATTACHAR-
JEE’S efforts to woo foreign in-
vestors to West Bengal are ac-
ceptable to the CPI(M); the Cen-
tre’s efforts to attract FDI in
Mumbai and Delhi are not.

The party is set to endorse
Bhattacharjee’s liberal-reformist
steps, which have Kkicked off
sharp debates in Left circles. At
the same time, the CPI(M) on
Wednesday attacked the Centre
over the privatisation plans for
Delhi and Mumbai airports.

Approval for Bhattacharjee’s
plans will come during the
CPI(M)’s three-day politburo and
central committee meetings, be-
ginning Friday Given the
strength of liberals in the present
central committee, the party is
set to ignore the criticism of
hardliners such as Chittabrata
Majumdar, M.K. Pandhey and
Achuthanandan. Besides, even
Prakash Karat has come out in
open support to Bhattacharjee.

Bhattacharjee met several
politburo and central committee
members on Wednesday morn-
ing. They reportedly assured him
that his policies would sail
through smoothly.

Yet the central committee will
once again criticise the Manmo-
han Singh government’s liberal

PARTY LINE

@ Buddha reforms Likely to sail
through, given the strength of
liberals in the central committee

w Manmohan plans Party asks
Centre to halt the bidding process
for Mumbai and Delhi airports,
saying several key concerns
overlooked

policies. The politburo gave an in-
dication on Thursday when it met
to finalise the agenda for the cen-

tral committee meet. It said it was

“disturbed” by the government’s
decision to go ahead with the
“bidding” process for the Delhi
and Mumbali airports.

For the record, Bhattacharjee
too has sought FDI for a new air-
port in Kolkata. As far as Delhi
and Mumbai are concerned, the
party has asked the Centre to halt
the bidding process. The CPI(M)
said that the government had
overlooked several key concerns

7
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such as the sustainability of oth-
er airports that are largely fi-
nanced by these two.

Left parties share the CPI(M)’s
concerns over the Union govern-
ment’s policies, but they have
been criticising the CPI(M) for
taking an apparent rightward
shift in Bengal. The CPI(M), on it
part, maintains that there is no
difference between the party’s
and Bhattacharjee’s stands on
FDIL

In fact, Bhattacharjee is out to
attract more FDI. After the Sin-
gaporeans and the Indonesians,
Chinese investors are next in
line.

Bhattacharjee met officials at
the Chinese embassy in New Del-
hi on Thursday and assured them
that their investments in the Left-
ruled state would be profitable.
Embassy officials told Bhat-
tacharjee that several Chinese
firms were interested in invest-
ing in his state. To this, Bhat-
tacharjee said they were “most
welcome”,

Sitaram Yechury accompanied
Bhattacharjee and said the Ben-
gal chief minister laid down cer-
tain conditions, making it clear
that the investments should lead
to employment generation.

Sources said at least eight Chi-
nese firms were ready to invest in
Bengal. These include some from
iron and steel as well as a large
toy industry.
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“Praconian labour laws

in the offing, W

arns Left

Reforms don't mq\]i suspending all laws, says CPI

HT Correspondent ‘\
New Delhi, August 30 \\ \ Q \\
THE GOVERNMENT is considering a
law for small and medium enterprises,
which can “deny” their employees the
benefit of several major labour laws.

Releasing copies of the draft ‘Small
and Medium Enterprises Development
Bill, 2005°, CPI leader Gurudas Dasgup-
ta told reporters that the Bill had been
on the Union Cabinet’s agenda on Au-
gust 11, but the discussion was de-
ferred. Going by the definition of these
enterprises, he said the law would cov-
er 75 per cent of the country’s indus-
tries and about 80 per cent of the total
workforce.

“This is a draconian law and we
warn the government not to get it pas-
sed”, Dasgupta said. The contents of
the draft Bill were such that “there can
be confrontation on it between the Left
and the government”, Dasgupta said.
Chapter III of the draft Bill defines
manufacturing industries with plant
and machinery worth Rs 5 crore as
small industries and those with plant
and machinery worth Rs 5 crore to Rs
10 crore as medium industries.

In the services sector, the small and
medium industries are those with in-
vestment of up to Rs 2 crore and Rs 5
crore, respectively.

The draft law proposes that these in-
dustries would be free of government
inspection on several labour laws and
would have “self-regulation” and “self-
certification”.

According to Dasgupta, this will vir-
tually make the country’s three-fourth
industries free from any government
monitoring. The laws from which the
industries are sought to be freed in-
clude legislation that Indian labour
leaders struggled hard to get enacted.

The laws include the Payment of
Wages Act, ESI Act, EPF Act, Factories
Act, Maternity Benefit Act and Acts on
bonus and gratuity.

The draft Bill, Dasgupta said, showed
the government’s “mindset”. There was
no consultation with trade unions. The
Prime Minister, in his Independence
Day speech, had told workers to cooper-
ate with management, he said.

Did removal of “rigidities” in Indian
labour laws only mean making workers
vulnerable to hire and fire? he asked.

Asked about West Bengal’s Left chief
minister calling for reforms, Dasgupta
asked, “Has he proposed a law like this?
Reforms we accept, but it doesn’t mean
suspending all laws”.

He described as “improper” the deci-
sion of finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram’s wife to take up an I-T de-
partment case.

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 30

FINANCE MINISTER P Chi-
dambaram told the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday that the Income-Tax depart-
ment was in the process of filing an
appeal in the Supreme Court on the
case relating to the 43 textile mills
which it had lost in Madras High
Court and in which his wife, Nalini,
had appeared as special counsel.

He went on the offensive to deny
allegations made by the AIADMK’s
N. Jothi in his second letter to Rajya
Sabha Chairman B.S. Shekhawat
that one of the beneficiaries in the

The other thorn in Gentre’s flesh

case was a spinning mill owned by
his brother. “The insinuation is
false. Forty-three mills were invol-
ved in the case before Madras High
Court and Sri Karpagambal Mills
does not figure in the list of 43 mills.
The CBDT has clarified this point,
too”, he told the Lok Sabha. The case
in which Nalini was special counsel
involved a “pure question of law” ~
whether expenditure on replaceme-
nt of machinery would be accounted
as revenue or capital expenditure.

He said the principle of law laid
down in the case did not apply to tex-
tile mills alone, but to all companies
which replaced machinery.

Gurudas Dasgupta
Warning bells

Left, SP support NDA
against FDI in retail

THE OPPOSITION NDA was joined by
UPA supporters from the Left and
Samajwadi Party in the Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday in opposing the move to
allfow FDI in the retail sector. The is-
sue was raised by BJP member Murli
Manohar Joshi, who expressed con-
cern over the issue and demanded a
thorough discussion on it before the
government took a final decision in
the matter. He wanted the govern-
ment to keep the proposal in
abeyance tilf the winter session of
Parliament, when a discussion could
be held on it. CPI(M) members Nilot-
pal Basu, Dipankar Mukherjee and
Brinda Karat supported them on the
issue, saying the government must
take Parliament into confidence be-
fore taking any decision on it. Re-
sponding to them, minister of state
for parliamentary affairs Suresh
Pachauri said the matter was impor-
tant and topical.

HTC, New Delhi

Ay MY

NS

. .
T e,
L .
‘,“M’



Dmg, dong,

'Deng: CM““Y‘
bells the ‘cat’

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Aug. 29. — Touting his
new mantra — reform, perform or
perish — the West Bengal chief
minister and “reformist” today
declired he would welcome invest-
ment “irrespective of the colour of
the money”, a la Deng Xiaoping
and his proverbial cat which he did-
n’t mind whether black or white as
long as it caught mice.

Addressing a Press conference at
Writers' Buildings on his five-day
trip to Singapore and Indonesia, Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee brushed
aside reports about the Salim
Group of Indonesia having ques-
tionable credentials in that country
itself. He said: “T welcome invest-
ment as fong as it’s not black money
or that by smugglers.”

He said: “I'm well informed about
Salim Group’s past and the compa-
ny flourished during President
Suharto’s regime.” And, on the eve
of his departure for New Delhi for a
CPI-M Politburo meeting, Mr
Bhattacharjee said he would be
briefing party leaders on his visit.
Incidentally, Mr Jyoti Basu yester-
day reportedly voiced resentment
over the chief minister not commu-
nicating to him the contents of the
decisions of his foreign trip. To this,
Mr Bhattacharjee said: “I have
asked the LF chairman to convene a
meeting of Front constituents. I will
explain government policies there.”

Asked whether he was for reform
in the Marxist mindset, the chief
minister replied: “Marxism is not a
dogma. It is a science. We have to
learn from facts. You should be
aware that Vietnam too is seeking
investment from the USA.”

Mr Bhattacharjee also clarified
his statement about China being a
“role model” in economic reforms.
He said: “No country can be a role
model for other countries but I
meant we have to observe and learn
from the economic reforms that
have taken place in China.”

On the concerns of Left Front
constituents about handing over

U-furn on airports

KOLKATA, Aug. 29. — On returning
from his foreign trip, the chief minister,
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, made a
U-turn on his stand on FDI in new ports
and airports. He had told the Singapore
Chamber of Commerce that he was for
100 per cent FDI in new ports and air-
ports. The next day, he had told the
Press: “What | said, | have said
consciously” But today, he said he had
meant 100 per cent of the permitted 49
per cent private investment in new
ports and airports should be FDI,
saying he did not mean the entire
investment could be foreign. — SNS

prime agricultural fand for industri-
alisation, he said the government
would strike the right balance
between agriculture and industry
while allotting land. “Such appre-
hensions are natural. But we have a
balanced view on this, especiaily in
our state where 65 per cent of the
population is engaged in agricul-
ture, we have chalked out a compre-
hensive rehabilitation package for
agricultural labourers and farmers
who will [ose land for setting up
industries.” He allayed fears about
constructing an industrial township
on fertile multi-crop agricultural
land in Bhangar, South 24-
Parganas. “Bhangar supplies veg-
etables and fish to the city. We can’t
disturb Bhangar. We need indus-
tries for the state but before allocat-
ing land for the purpose we will be
careful to find areas in South 24-
Parganas which are less fertile or
produce only one crop a year. We
are planning to set up a health city
in North 24-Parganas and have
identified land close to the airport
for it.” Denying any double stan-
dards on the Left’s stand on eco-
nomic reforms here and at the
Centre, the chief minister said: “We
have about 56 PSUs most of which
are sick and we are restructuring
them. But the Centre is bent on
divesting Navaratna companies
which the Left opposes. There is no
duplicity in our stand.”

More reports on pages 3 & §
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‘Left feels Buddha’s not right,

Dipankar Chakraborty/SNS

NEW DELHI, Aug, 27. The Wes

Bengal chief minister, Mr [wuddhadgb
Bhattacharjee’s zealous championing
of the cause of globalisation abroad
has not found many takers here
among the Left constituents with
most of them cither opposing it or
tacitly expressing their disapproval,

If some of the Lett leaders are to be
believed, there are diticrences within
the CPI-M Politburo on Mr
Bhattacharjec’s approach to inviting
foreign direct investment into Wost
Bengal. A Lett coordination mecting 1s
scheduled to take place in the first
week of September fo sort out emery -
ing diffcrences on the matter.

More than the chief minister’s
open invite fo the forcien multing-
tionals to come and sct up shop in
West Bengal, it was the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmolan  Singh's
effusive praisc for Mr Bhattucharjee
that set the alarm bells ringing with-
in the Left. “What do you think, why
is the Prime Minister praising Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee? Because
he (Mr Bhattacharice) is sincing the
Congress tune,” the RSP leader, Mr
Abani Roy, said today.

Unhappy with the way the West
Bengal chief minister s going about
scouting for FDI in the state, Mr Rov
said Mr Bhattacharjec’s obscrvation
to The Jakarta Post yesterday that
“globalisation is a must” had not
gone down well with the CPI-M trade
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PM pralse stumps Mamsts

NEW DELHI, Aug. 27. — The Prime Minister, Or
Manmohan Singh'’s recent strong pitch for giving
a big push to economic reforms and his repeated
praise for the West Bengal chief minister, Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, on this score, in his
statements made in Parliament and outside, have
stumped the Left parties, especiaily the CPI-M.

Dr Singh'’s statements betray a growing sign of
his impatience with the Left's consistent attitude
to cry wolf over every reform measure being pro-
posed by the UPA government. Stopping short of
saying that the Left has been throwing a spanner
in the government's works over economic
reforms, Dr Singh has minced no words in stress-

£

g

ing that there are “serious” problems (clearly thanks to the Left's obdurate
stand) over some key reform issues such as labour reforms, FD! and privatisa-
tion. While making a strong case for a host of reforms he also vented his
“anguish” over “extreme rigidities” and “limitations”, which are, he conceded,
major hurdles in his roadmap for an accelerated economic growth. SNS ‘
Details on page 4

union wing, Citu. He said it was the
chiet minister’s “own thinking”. He
added it was against the Lefts basic
approach to the cconomic issues.
“We are not going to adjust to his
kind of thinking, and we would
oppose FDL whether in West Beneal
or others states, tooth and nail,™ My
Roy asserted.

The CPL, however, appeared more
circumspect. The party’s national
sceretary, Mr D Raja, said his party
was not opposed to FDI “if it takes

care of the interests of the people of

West Bengal and was not opposed to
the basic tenets of the Left approach

i (;-J ﬁil M

to For

". He said the CPL would sup-.

port FDI as long it helped gencrate

cmploymcnt,
and build assets.

Mr Bhattacharjee’s open espousal
of globalisation has indecd set off
fresh thinking within the Left on FDI
and its ramification on the lett’s
overall approach to cconomic mat-
ters. With the Left-affiliated trade
unions’ strike on 29 Scptember

upgrade technology

reverting their focus on preventing

<lobalisation, a great
within the rank and file of the Left
on the subject will not be altogether
out of context.

e
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Politburo to scrutinise
Buddha’s Jakarta pact

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: He might be tra-
versing the globe trying to
woo investment to kickstart
West Bengal’s economy, but
his wary hawk-eyed com-
rades are watching
him through their Marxist
lenses.

On Friday, CPM patriarch
Jyoti Basu said Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s tryst with

KAPITAL IDEAS

The Red brigade at the P
ty headquarters on Alimud-
din Street will also hold a
meeting with the CPM’s
South 24 Parganas unit and
its peasant wing, Pradeshik
Krishak Sabha, to finalise
land acquisition details for
the multi-crore project, the
party said.

“We have had a prelimi-
nary discussion with the
South 24 Parganas party

Development

© Upholds central policy on 100% FDI
participation in new aiports and ports

# Calls for new march to an industrialised

* Proposes India’s first fully FDi-funded
township in Kolkata suburb of West Howrah

® Paves way for power reforms by clearing
restructuring of State Electricity Board

® Goes ahead with restructuring sick state
PSUs with financial help from the British
government's Department for International

vestment and inviting busi-
nesses has been forced to
keep an eye on sentiments
back home. In Jakarta on
Thursday, he said that his
government would see to it
that no peasant was dis-
placed from his land without
rehabilitation. Commerce
and industry secretary
Sabyasachi Sen even went an
extra mile to say that the gov-
ernment would compensate
the displaced.

But Bhat-
tacharjee took
care not to dis-
close the specif-
ic areas under
land acquisi-
tion plan
though he car-
ried a detailed
satellite map
with him in his
trip.

Jyoti Basu,
however, re-
fused to com-
ment on the
Bengal-Delhi
disconnect on

the Salim Group in Indone-
sia will come up for discus-
sion in the politburo meeting
in September. The politburo
and central committee will
scrutinise the pact, especial-
ly to see if it had a detrimen-
tal fallout on agriculture and
the peasantry.

The Salim group wants to
create a real estate develop-
ment in the state, but the
rigid land ceiling acts are
coming in the way. A huge
controversy erupted Dbe-
tween Buddha and hardlin-
ers when he moved to change
land ceiling acts to give larg-
er tracts to investors.

i(Ht .

Bengal by removing land ceiling laws in gan!ticainiti 5‘;1
agriculture and releasing land for industry “ calll)le to
know about

leaders. We need to hold
talks with them again as the
farmers’ interests need to be
protected,” Jyoti Basu said
as he went in for a CPM state
secretariat meeting at Al-
imuddin Street on Friday.

Basu also thinks that there
is aneed for a threadbare dis-
cussion on the infrastruc-
ture support that the Indone-
sian major has asked from
the state government. “The
government has to find lands
for a new expressway,” said
Basu.

Buddhadeb, who is on a
tour of Singapore and In-
donesia, while wooing in-

them from the newspapers.
Let the chief minister come
back. He will report to the
party secretariat on his Sin-
gapore and Jakarta trip. The
matter will also come up in
the politburo meeting,” said
Basu.

Reacting to Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh'’s acco-
lades to the chief minister,
Basu said: “It happened ear-
lier also. Rajiv Gandhi ini-
tially had some misgivings
over the panchayat raj in
Bengal. But he corrected
himself with feedback from
his officers and was full
praise for the system.”



Buddha smiles,

while Leﬂ

HT Correspondent
Kolkata/New Delhi, August 27

BUDDHADEB BHATTACHAR-
JEE’S Singapore and Jakarta
business trips and his pro-liberal
policies and statements have kie-
ked up a fierce political storm
within the Left circles. On Satur-
day, a visibly elated Bhattachar-
jee met state party secretary
Anil Biswas for over an hour. In-
formed sources say that while
the chief minister made a lot of
noise over his “extremely succe-
ssful” visits, Biswas urged cau-
tion. “There’s a lot of confusion
to be cleared, a lot of hurdles to
overcome,” the party veteran
told the chief minister.

As one who has lorded over
party matters in the state for
quite some time now, Biswas
should know of the simmering
discontent among front-ranking
Left leaders over what they call
Bhattacharjee’s unilateral inter-
pretation of communist policies
before capitalists in Singapore
and Jakarta. In his home state,
Left partners have openly come
out against certain remarks
made by the chief minister. The
CPI state council, for instance,
took strong exception to Bhat-
tacharjee advising workers to in-
crease productivity while virtu-
ally endorsing the manage-
ment’s anti-labour policies. And
the Forward Bloc has threatened
an agitation if the decision to

oo,

e,
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gift agncultural land to the Sal-
im Group is not revoked. In fact,
most Left partners have now de-
manded a meeting with the chief
minister to thrash out the con-
tentious issues. Bhattacharjee is
likely to face a hostile group of
ministers during the Cabinet
meeting convened on Tuesday.

The protests were not limited
to Kolkata alone. Citu general-
secretary and politburo member
Chittabrata Mazumdar told HT
from Delhi, “All over the coun-
try, managements flout labour
laws. If that happens anywhere,
the workers will protest, invest-
ment or no investment.”

Another politburo member,
Brinda Karat, was equally
scathing. “It seems, to be a work-
er in the era of globalisation is a
crime. If, in the name of labour
reforms, we want to turn workers
into slaves, then such reforms are
not wanted. The CPI(M) will nev-
er accept this”, she said.

But, despite such noises, Bhat-
tacharjee’s policies are likely to
be endorsed by the politburo
when it meets in New Delhi next
month. Reason: the CPI(M) cen-
tral committee, itself, had okay-
ed a party document entitled ‘On
Certain Policy Issues’ that not
only allowed Left-ruled states to
accept loans from international

‘agencies like the World Bank,

ADB and the DFID, but also gave
the green light to the “flow of for-
eign capital into the-country”.
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Workers will
protest if
management

flouts laws,
FDI or no FDI

C hinzu

If, in the name
of reforms,
workers are
turned into
slaves, the Left
will not

accept this

~ Brinda Karat
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CPM doublespeak debate
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HT Correspondents )(
Kolkata/Bangalore, August 26

THE CPI(M) has set out to prove that it is not
guilty of doublespeak on industrial issues. It in-
sists that its policies are the same for Bengal and
the Centre — at least as far as divestment and pri-
vatisation of PSUs are concerned.

A day after the Prime Minister praised Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s government, saying what
was good enough for Bengal should be good
enough for India, the CPI(M) invited him to go
ahead and adopt the state’s policies for the rest of
the country.

The Prime Minister's comments were made
public the day Bhattacharjee signed a deal with
Indonesian industrialists. This had cleared the
decks for foreign direct investment, but CPI(M)
general secretary Prakash Karat chose to focus
on privatisation.

“Under Bengal’s policy, no profit-making PSU
is privatised or divested, loss-making ones are
put up for restructuring and only sick ones are
disposed of. If the Prime Minister is so happy
with what we are doing in Bengal, let him adopt
that policy at the central level. Let the UPA make
alist of chronically sick PSUs and, case by case,
decide how to dispose of them,” Karat said, prom-
ising his party’s cooperation.

“We would also like him to commend Bengal’s
land reforms model to other states,” he said.

Yet Karat’s comrades are worried. The polit-
buro and central committee will meet next month
to tackle the charges of doublespeak after the Sal-
im deal. Party leaders are collecting newspaper
clippings and will seek a full report from Bhat-
tacharjee, who returned from Indonesia on Fri-
day night.

Even allies are grumbling. The CPI will discuss
the deal at its state council and seek a Left Front
meeting. RSP’s Manoj Bhattacharjee said, “The
CPI(M) opposes FDI for an-airport in Hyderabad
and invites 100 per cent FDI for one in Kolkata,”
while the Forward Bloc’s Debabrata Biswas said,
“If we invite Salim, which was close to Suharto,
what remains of our Communist ideology?”

In the CPI(M), Jyoti Basu said he has not yet
gone through the deal’s details but insisted that
the interests of peasants be protected. “When
Buddhadeb comes back and briefs us, he must
give details not only about the project but also
about the land involved,” he said. On doubles-
peak, he suggested that the Left discuss this with
the UPA after resuming coordination committee
meetings.

Land reforms minister Abdur Rezzak Mollah
tactfully refused to take credit for having
arranged land for Salim, while CPI(M) activists
in South 24-Parganas might file a series of legal
cases against the deal, the aim being to exasper-
ate Salim, sources said.

How Buddhadeh fought lost baﬂles

2001
McKinsey-sponsored policy fore
agriculture: Was to ailow
contract farming even'by MNCs

Flop show: Left Front critics

claimed the policy would go
against the struggle foriand
reforms, which had brought

Left Front to power

2002

Prevention of Organised Crime
Ordinance: Was to be used
against unauthorised madrasas .
and kidnapping gangs

Hasty retreat: Comrades feared
sweeping powers with pofice
and communal backlash

2005
Pre-litigation Conciliation Board
Bill: Was to ease pressures on
courts by introducing a system
of conciliation at panchayats

Withdrawn: Opposition claimed
it was the CPM's attempt to
moenopolise power at village
level

1 am told that peasants will be
involved if this (Salim) project
is executed. Their interests
should be protected”

— Jyoti Basu

Now, biggest
of all...

The CM wants to hand

over 5,100 acres to Salim Group. The invite is fo
big ticket investments including townships

Most Ilkely in 24 Parganas.

5 © Aims at amendmg rural ceiling,
maklng Iand acqu15|t|on easier. May anger farmers who *
may lose their land. Plus, comrades have objected to Salim

group’s background

W
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Text: Aloke Banerjee, Graphic: Bivash Barua

Basu, Karat miss UPA panel

HT Correspondents
Bangalore/Kolkata, August 26

NOW THAT even its allies are accus-
ing it of doublespeak, the CPI(M) has
become willing to resume talks with
the coordination committee of the
UPA government.

The CPI(M) and other Left parties
have been boycotting the coordination
committee meetings demanding with-
drawal of the move to dilute 10 per
cent of government stake in the public
sector unit, Bhel.

But now, both Jyoti Basu and
Prakash Karat are keen that the meet-
ings resume so that several controver-
sial issues can be addressed.
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Jyoti Basu, Prakash Karat

“The meetings have not been held
for a long time. I think the coordina-
tion committee meeting between the
UPA and Left should start immediate-
ly,” Basu told reporters in Kolkata
on Friday.

Basu feels that the the coordination

committee meetings can tackle the
criticism that the Left has faced on al-
leged double standards on reforms
and FDI.

Basu himself has been noncommit-
tal about the alleged doublespeak, say-
ing he has not read enough about the
Salim projects. Anil Biswas and Niru-
pam Sen are among the few CPI(M)
leaders who back Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee all the way.

In Bangalore, Karat too indicated
that the party would review its deci-
sion to stay away from meetings of the
UPA-Left coordination committee if
the government did not proceed with
the disinvestment of Bhel and other
navaratna companies.



CPM counters
PM on reforms

NEW DELHI, Aug. 25. — In a counter to
the Prime Minister’s remarks on Left par-
ties’ reservations against economic re-
forms, the CP1-M today 8aid it would op-
pose the reforms if they were anti-people.
“Yes, we will object if the country is in
question. If the country’s economic sov-
ereignty is being destroyed, we will
object. And that is why on every one of
these things don’t go into the trap of (the
poser) are you pro-reform or anti-
- reform,” CPI-M politburo member Mr
- Sitaram Yechury told reporters here.
“There is nothing pro- or anti-reforms.
The question is if the reform is pro-peo-
ple, we are pro-reform. If the reform is
~ anti-people, we are anti-reform.”
Mr Yechury's remarks assume signifi-
cance as they came a day after Dr
Manmohan Singh had, in a pointed mes-

sage to his Left allies, said in Rajya Sabha

that ambitious social sector development
programmes could not be sustained with-

out reforms, industrial growth and invest- -

ment climate.
Referring to the Prime Minister’s effu-

sive praise of West Bengal chief minister -

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjge’s bid to
woo FDI, Mr Yechury said if the UPA
government commended Mr Bhatta-
charjee, it should implement the:chief
minister’s policies of land reforms,

empowering the landless and poor peas-

antry and other such pohcnes
He said there was “no difference”
between Mr Bhattacharjee and CPI-M

b\I(amf m uiedtolll(

NEW DELHI, Aug. 25. - CPI-M general
secretary Mr Prakash Karat has been
nominated to the reconstituted National .
integration Council-(NIC) headed by the Prime
Minister along with two others. Mr Karat would
join the NIC under the category of leaders of
national pofitical parties, a home ministry
spokesman said today. MrYC Deveshwar and
Ms Annie Raja were the other two persons
nominated o the council. — PTI

central leadership and restated the
party’s stand that FDI must satisfy three
conditions of boosting production,
upgrading technology and expanding
employment opportunities. “All FDI in
West Bengal adhere to these conditions.
That is exactlytwhat we waht the UPA
government to say a8 well. But they are
not saying this”, he said.

CPM plans farmers’ stir

The CPI-M affiliated All India Workers’
Union plans to organise a countrywide
protest demonstration against the BJP-
ruled Rajasthan government’s failure to

provide farmers with adequate watgrfor -

their standing crops and the alleged sup-"

pression of farmers’ agitation by the state
government,.

Mr Yechuri said the union demanded
immediate release of farmers from six
jails in the state. The farmers have been
protesting against the scanty supply of
irrigation water to them smce October
last year.
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/(fracks appear in
 Left over la”ﬁ\a

Virtually joining forces with
Miss Mamata Banerjee, the
Forward Bloc and
Revolutionary  Socialist
Party today vowed to stop
all attempts to transfer
farm land to multinationals
and alleged that such deci-
sions were being taken
without consulting the Left
Front partners.

Miss Banerjee threat-
ened today to launch a stir
in protest against the “ill-

‘conceived” deal to transfer

.

the Left

“tion
‘Debabrata

agricultural land. A “grand
procession” would be taken
out in the city on 25 August

‘she said.

- CPI-M state secretary
Mr Anil -Biswas defended
the government and justi-
fied the use of farm land for
the sake of development.
“Can you name any big
company in India that has
no relationship with one or
more multinationals ?
Trade and. industry have
become global these days,”
Mr Biswas said in defence
of the government.

“We will not allow any
multinational company to
step on the soil of West
Bengal at the cost of the
lives of poor farmers. There
was'no discussion on this
issue at the last meetings of
Front,” RSP
feader and former irriga-
* minister, Mr
Banerjee

1 ,.30  lews semceQ alleged today

“Its time to prepare a

that fallow and fertile lands
are clearly demarcated.
The land reforms minister,
Mr Abdur Rezzak Molla
and the industries minister
Mr Nirupam Sen only gave
a sketchy idea of the matter

. %/ R land map of the state so.
" KOLKATA, Aug. 23. -

at the last meeting of the
Front. There was no discus-

sion on the Salim group,”
Mr  Banerjee
alleged.
Forward Bloc state secre-
tary Mr Ashok Ghosh even
questioned the need to
have “any discussion” on
the use of farm land for
industries. “What is the
need for any discussion? It
is the a policy of the Front
that agricultural land can-
not be used for any other
purposes,” Mr Ghosh said.

'He even compared the

development to the arrival

of the East India Company
in Bengal.
“Mr . Buddhadeb

Bhattacharjee said before
his departure for Singapore
that Front- partners had
given their consent to the
transfer of agricultural
land. How could he know
this since he was not pre-
sent at the meeting,” Mr
Ghosh asked.

Mr Anil Biswas read out
from the Front’s manifesto
for the 2001 polls in which
it was mentioned that the
government would make all
efforts to develop tourism

industry in the Sundarbans.,

further |
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Govt calls off sale of stakes ] In 13 Pol

New Delhi: Amid the ‘bngoing con ov r§y over
BHEL disinvestment, the government on Tuesday
made public its decision to call off the strategic sale of
stakes in 13 other profit-making PSUs like HPCL, Nal-
co, Shipping Corporation and National Fertilisers.

“In keeping with the National Common Minimum
Programme guidelines it has been de-
cided to call off the process of disin-
vestment through strategic sale of 13
profit-making PSUs,” minister of state
for finance S S Palanimanickam said in
a written reply in the Rajya Sabha. Lat-
er, finance minister P Chidambaram
told reporters that strategic sale of
stake in PSUs was hot the right option.
“We do not think that strategic sale is a
transparent method... I believe that ‘
strategic sale is no longer the proper approach to
adopt. It raises more questions and is not the pre-
ferred route”, he said dismiss

“We do not think that strategic sale is a transpar-
ent method... I believe that strategic sale is no longer
the proper approach to adopt. It raises more questions
and is not the preferred route,” he said dismissing a

P

L

L
: vgiri#rb

suggestion that the de01s1on to c. off strategic sale
was taken under presure from Left parties.

Instead of stratgic sale, Chidambaram said the gov-
ernment was considering the public offer route to sell
minority stakes in PSUs. “This is what is being dis-
cussed,” he said adding government would also con-
, Sider residual stake sale on a case-to-
I% case basis. “There are sale and purchase
agreements and obligations. We will
deal with each case according to the le-
gal obligations contained in that agree-
ment,” he said.

According to the government’s reply
to the written question, the companies
that have been taken-off the disinvest-
ment list include National Aluminium
Company Ltd, Shipping Corporation of
India, National Fertilizers Ltd, Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd and Engineers India Ltd. Balmer
Lawrie, Hindustan Paper Corporation, State Trading
Corporation, National Building Construetion Corpo-
ration, Engineering Projects India Ltd, Sponge Iron
India Ltd, Manganese Ore India Ltd and RCF are the
other companies which will not be privatised. e
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{Biswas backs govt on industry drive

Party with CM

; 1 land war

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Aug. 5: The
biggest policy battle in the
Bengal CPM since Jyoti
Basu’s industrial policy of
1994 erupted today over
use of land for industriali-
sation.,

“Let me be very clear, our
government is determined to
carry out the planned indus-
trialisation, for which we will
arrange land for willing in-
vestors,” said state CPM sec-
retary Anil Biswas.

“Akashe shilpo hoy na (in-
dustry can’t be built in air),”
he added.

Biswas made the statement
at a party forum a day after a
section of the CPM, with sup-
port from some allies and the
Opposition, scuttled the gov-
ernment’s attempt to amend
the legislation to remove the
rural land ceiling.

The amendment would
have mage acquisition of land
for indaégtrial use or to build
townships, among other
things, eascer.

As the athendméfit’ felt*

through, it was seen as a&:sef-
back to chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee in his
industrialisation effort.

Biswas made it clear that
the party apparatus was solid-
ly behind the chief minister,
almost daringleaders who had
opposed the amendment to
stand up and resist.

“Make no mistake, there
are 277,000 members in the
CPM and another two crore
with frontal and mass organi-

LE

e Buddha, Anil: Toyother

_®What's the debate?
Whether factories should be
buitt on farmland

*What does govt want?
Flexibility-to.acquire land for
industry and townships

*Why the opposition?
A secnon of CPM and others
fee! farmers will suffer

sWhich side Is stronger?
Officially, party with govt but
many rural leaders are not

sations, who will be directed to
rally behind the government
to enable it to carry out indus-
trialisation,” Biswas said

The party’s peasant wing
leader, Benoy Konar, whose
reservations about the amend-
ment are well known, was

present when Biswas ad-
Wesséd OPM faithill

on the -
117th birth “arfhiversary of
Muzaffar Ahfi¥E ane of the °
party founders. Jyoti Basu,
who supports Bhattacharjee,
was there, top.

‘A well-planned campaign
is under way, seeking to por-
tray our government as at-
tempting to grab agricultural
land for handing over to in-
vestors for industrial ven-
tures,” Biswas said.

Bhattacharjee had leﬁ mo-
ments ago, having already

¥

briefed the leadership about
the repercussions of the fail-
ure to push through the
amendment that would have
removed the 17.5-acre ceiling.

Two projects could imme-
diately get affected — one is
the proposal of Indonesia’s
Salim Group to set up a town-
ship and the other a steel plant
of the Jindals.

After coming to power, the
CPM carried out comprehen-
sive land reforms that had
been hailed across the country

" as a model and won the confi-

dence of the landless and the
poor farmer who have kept it
in power for more than a quar-
ter century.

Leaders like Konar and
Abdur Rezzak Molla, theé land
minister who has spearhead-
ed opposition to the amend-
ment, are a product of that
phenomenon. Molla said
today there shouid be a wider
debate on land-use pattern,
leading to a consensus.

In a way, the CPM is
hostage to its past. Bhat-
tachanee and Biswas are try-
“§rig 6o ot the vembitical cotd,
an act that is bound to eause
“bloodshed.

“If we do not undetrtake a
serious industrialisation
drive, we are accused of being
indifferent to the need for in-
dustrialisation and will be
criticised if investment goes
to Maharashtra or Gujarat.
When we get serious about in-
dustrialisation, false alarms
are raised about (agricultural)
land,” Biswas said.

B See Page 13
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Sorry Basu, nuke
deal not all right

Left firm on N-pact, Bhel resistance

5 -
HT Correspondent (} P M

New Delhi, July 31 7!

THE LEFT Front made it clear on
Sunday that it has reservations
about India’s nuclear cooperation
pact with the US despite Jyoti
Bastu saying that the Prime Min-
ister’s statement on it was “gen-
erally all right”.

CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat said that the party
will raise objections in Parlia-
ment as well as across the country
over the deal and continue to stay
out of the UPA-Left coordination
committee in protest against the
government’s decision to disin-
vest 10 per cent equity in Bhel.

“Our stand remains,” said
Karat. The party’s support to a
trade union call for a nationwide
strike in September was also on,

While Karat refused to com-
ment on Basu’s virtual clean chit
to the PM’s statement on the deal,
smaller Left parties didn’t mince
their words. “If Basu made this
statement, then he should know
that we are against the agree-
ment as it compromises our in-
terests. These are his own views
and not the Left’s,” said Abani
Roy, RSP leader.

Karat said the CPI(M)’s polit-
buro maintains that the recent
Indo-US “agreements” reduced
the country to an “ally” of the US,
serving its “global strategy” and
the CPI(M) would raise its objec-
tions on the nuclear deal in Par-
liament and outside as well.

Emphasising the need for “in-
dependence” in developing nu-
clear technology for peaceful pur-
poses, the CPI(M) warned the
Department of Atomic Energy
not to “weaken” while imple-

Karatspeak

# DEAL Another step
towards India serving the
global strategy of the US

RMEL DIVESTMENT we will
stay out of the UPA-Left
coordination committee

{EPAL King's roadmap to
restore democracy is farcical

; : CPI(M) will have seat

adjustments with Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s RID, while striving for
a wider understanding

#.18 v BSS How can you
reconcile this with your secular
outlock and credentials? This
contradiction can not continue
for fong

menting the nuclear cooperatior
agreement on structured reci
procity basis.

The party will hold a series o
meetings and seminars all ovet
the country to highlight the dan
gers of India becoming a defence
partner of the US.

e
e
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__on India-U.S.

“Nuclear issue cannot be ol
seen in isolation: CPI(M) |

Joint statement, defence deal, nuclear igsue must be considered

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Reiterating its stand
relations, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) on Sunday said the
joint statement issued after the
visit of Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh showed the “contin-
uation of the trend” of New
Delhi being accommodated as an
ally of Washington.

Underlining three aspects of
the bilateral relations, the party
Polit Bureau said that besides
the joint statement, the India-
U.S. Defence Framework Agree-
ment and the nuclear issue had

to be taken into account.

Party general secretary Pra-
kash Karat said that the nuclear
issue could not be seen in isola-
tion. Refuting reports of the par-
ty going “soft” or “hard” (on the
United Progressive Alliance
Government), he said such in-
terpretations were made by
round-the-clock television news
channels to fill time.

“You will know what we have
to say when our MPs participate
in the debate (on Dr. Singh’s suo
motostatement on his Washing-
ton visit) in Parliament,” Mr.
Karat said.

The Wreau also decided

to conduct seminars across the
country to tell people about the
“harrefet* aspects of these de-
velopments, he said.

Addressing a press conference
on the two-day deliberations,
Mr. Karat said all three aspects
of its viewpoints should be read
together.

Besides the stand on the joint
statement, the Polit Bureau said
it considered the defence frame-
work agreement another step to-
wards India serving the global
strategy of the United States
which was harmful for the coun-
try’s strategic and security
interests.
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Keralaneal
CPM asks to

wait fm;geport

New Delhi: It would stlll
be early days to call cur-
tains for CPM’s Kerala
state secretary Pinrayi
Vijayan, after reports of
his alleged involvement
in awarding a power con-
tract to a Canadian firm
bypassing BHEL, a PSU
navratna.

Highly placed sources
said a decision in this re-
gard would be taken only
after the final report by
CAG.

Though the ongoing
CPM politburo meeting is
definitely seized of fac-
tionalism in the Kerala
unit between Vijayan and
V S Achutanandan, the
contract imbroglio is out
of deliberations at least
for the moment.

The factionalism pre-
cedes the latest allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions, a senior leader
said. The politburo would
discuss the state commit-
tee’s report and firm up

~ what to do next.

General secretary
Prakash Karat and polit-
buro member Sitaram

o

chury had earlier gone
to Kerala to witness for
themselves the groupism
that has engulfed the
state unit for a long time,

On the contract issue,
Karat has made his stand
clear.

“Nothing can be said
now. Wait for the final
CAG report,” he had told
reporters on Friday,
adding that the party
takes CAG seriously and
would not be found want-
ing if any of its senior
leader’s involvement was
found.

According to the senior
leadership, as of now
only the state accountant-
general has asked for a
few queries from govern-
ment.

“The final report
would be prepared by
CAG. The party would
take a stand only then,” a
source said.

He also pointed out
that leaking of what is a
preliminary finding at
this stage could be linked
with an eye to next year’s
assembly poll.

THE TIMES ~f INDIA




Marxnst du ll(:lty

‘\ It takes two faces to tango

party that swears by prmmpk:s and calls most othcrs un-
Aprmmpled and opportunistic now finds itself in a jam.
Having lambasted the UPA government for the decision to
disinvest in BHEL, the CPI-M is now confronted by a report
of the Comptroller and Auditor General that shows how
hallaw its concern for a “navaratna” really is, The report says
that i 1998, a CPI-M government in Kerala rejected BHELs
bid for supplying equipment to renovate the states’s three
power plants. This was done knowing that while BHELs
equipment would cost the state only Rs.116 crore, that of a
Canadian company, SNC Lavlin, which got the contract, was
more than thrice as expensive at Rs.375 crore. Ironically, the
present chief of the Kerala CPI-M, Pinarai Vijayan, who had
finalised the deal with SNC Lavlin as state power minister, is
now, like his party comrades Prakash Karat and Sitaram
Yechury, a most vocal critic of the UPA government for
“bartering away BHELSs interest”. It is no coincidence that
the Marxists.have begun to soft-pedal the BHEL issue after
the publication of the CAG report. They know the issue is
sensitive and has the potential of snowballing into a major
controversy. They don’t want the Congress and other
Opposition parties to politically exploit it and embarrass
them before next year’s Kerala assembly poll. In West Bengal
too they awarded the contract for the Durgapur power plant
to a blacklisted Chinese company despite BHELs “attractive
offer” and “fervent requests” from the then Union heavy

- industries minister Santosh Mohan Dev.

Such duplicity is not new to the Left. While on the one
hand, Sitaram Yechury claims the right to criticise anyone in
the UPA government “since our party is supporting it from
outside”, Ram Vilas Paswan and others in the alliance,
according to him, have no moral right to criticise even Lalu
Prasad as they are part of the UPA. The Marxist fondness for
Lalu is so great that not a word has been said against the
railway minister “misusing” special trains for inaugurating a
host of railway projects with an eye on next November’s
assembly poll. Similar “misuse” by Mamata Banerjee as
railway minister had prompted Somnath Chatterjee to quip
“She 15 Bengal’s and not India’s railway minister”.

-
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Left lashes at Posco, wants

- mineral polic

Nageshwar Patnaik A"{

BHUBANESWAR 24 JULY (\h

HE Posco project appears to

be in trouble with the

Communist Party of India
(CPI) and Communist Party of
India Marxist (CPM) announcing
to jointly launch a nationwide
campaign against the largest for-
eign direct investment (FDI)
project, the proposed 12 million
tonne port-based steel plant at
Paradip in Orissa.

Addressing a seminar on Min-
eral Wealth of Orissa and Posco
on Sunday, the CPIgeneral secre-
tary AB Bardhan and CPM gen-
eral secretary Prakash Karat de-
clared that the agitation against
Posco would be a stepping stone
to build a national opinion
against permission of 100% FDI
in the mining sector.

“The existing National Mineral
Policy (NMP) is faulty. Successive
governments in Centre have sys-
tematically allowed foreign play-
ers to exploit our non-renewable
and strategic resources, first in
1994 and then in 1999. The poli-
cy is heavily tilted in favour of a
few big industrial houses while
the poor tribal population pays
the price forit,” said Mr Karat.

Echoing similar sentiments,
Mr Bardhan pointed out, “laws
of the land have been drafted by
a few people. People in general
should have a say in all policies
particularly when they face a
risk of suffering. On many issues,
we have differences with the
Congress. We had sought the
Prime Minister's intervention in
the Posco deal, but he tried to
convince us that the huge FDI
would help the state. When there
is no one to listen at the top,

1Y
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Both the general secretaries of
the mainstream left parties un-
equivocally announced they
would raise the issue in different
forums at the national level for
formulation of what they called a
‘better’ mineral policy.

The opposition to the Posco
project also came from leftist
econormist, Prabhat Patnaik, who
teaches at Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-

versity, New Delhi, who took

strong exception to the manner
in which mines were leased out
to private players.

“When the question of ex-
ploitation of natural resources
belonging to people is concerned,
the issue should not be left to the
mercy of a few handful bureau-
crats.” Mr Patnaik demanded
that investment of the magni-
tude of Posco would have the ap-
proval of legislatorsbacked by ap-
propriate legislation.

Mr Patnaik also raised the vital
question of inter-generation eq-
uity i.e, no government can ex-
haust all natural resources within
a certain period of time. “The
present QOrissa government

exhausting all resources, the
state would become pauper,”
he cautioned.

Former professor of geological
science and director of School of

Oceanographic . Studies, Ja-
davpur University, Ananda Dev
Mukhopadhaya and professor of
economic geology, Sanjib Chan-
dra Sarkar also discussed the pros
and cons of the agreement
threadbare. The two professors
opposed the ‘handover’ of non-
renewable and strategic mineral
resources to foreign players.

South Korean steel major
Posco had signed a MoU last
month with Orissa government
to set up a 12-million ton steel
plant near Paradip. Posco has
proposed to invest around
Rs 51,000 crore for the proposed
project in two phases.

However, the Navin Patnaik
government had drawn flak from
various quarters since the signing
of agreement on June 22. Even
its ruling alliance partner BJP
had publidly castigated the Chief
Minister and senior bureaucrats

people in grassroots have to seems to have no respect to for what it called sacrificing the
fight,” he added. ethical rights of tribals and future ~ state interest.
1 irned

e
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v What’s left . J
o A9\ Ally puts paid to reform Q‘Q \)@

hat it required the satety of foreign shores for Manmohan

Singh to launch a thinly veiled and entirely justified attack
on the Left is a telling commentary on governance and
politics in India now. The Left’s constant carping and
interference, be it crucial economic decisions or seminal
foreign policy initiatives, resembles nothing so well as the
school bully full of bluff, bluster and little else. The Left
parties’ tendency to cry wolf and rush to the ultimate arbiter,
Sonia Gandhi, confirms the feeling that this is a'lame duck
- government with the real power being wielded by 10 Janpath.
And their ability to wave the red rag of the Common
- Minimum Programme, nothing but a skeichy document on
the government’s intentions, at the slightest provocation is
more confirmation of the shaky foundation.

What makes the Left see red? A none too steep increase in
petrol and diesel prices in thg face of a massive hike in inter-
national crude rates has them lashing out against the outrage
on the common man. The government’s decision to divest 10
per cent of the stake in Bharat Heavy Electricals is seen as a
sellout by the same Left which was party to the setting up of
ahe dliirvestmant commission darine the Deva o e

iy el arvve U YUA

government’s tenure. Do voters in West Bengal and Kerala,
where assembly elections are due next year, see a pattern in
these pyotests? Left fears about the government “selling ou’
to “evil America” saw the .Prime Minister taking the
extraordinary step of reassuring a delegation of Comm st
on the eve of his US trip, a move that no doubt irked "aim into
remarking that the Congress didn’t need lessons in patriotism
from anyone. It’s time the government did some plain talkin
and not just in foreign lands."Where does the money to funcgi
" the ambitious long-term social sector programnies in the
CMP come from? But it’s highly unlikely that the present
d}spensatlon will stand up to an alliance partner which b
virtue of its 60-plus seats in"Parliament is proving to be a fa
tougher Opposition than the BJP. ; !
Suwey after survey projects India as one of the fastest
growing economies; the World Bank recently termed Indja an
Asian giant” and placed it in ti< Lst of the top ten ccon(;mic
powers of the world. Not a metn feat for g coumry trapped
for decades in the socialist metld and the “licence Pé)flmit
.13j”. The newly anointed genifal secretary of the CPI-M
didn’t forget to pay a visit to hismentors in China soop afte
ta!qn.g over. Perhaps he should®arn some lessons in econo,
mic liberalism from them,
I ~
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Left firm on
BHEL issue_

Hopeful of amicable solutlon

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Sunday made it clear to the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance chair-
person, Sonia Gandhi, that there
was no change in their opposi-
tion to the proposed disinvest-
ment in  Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited. They sought
her intervention to see that the
Manmohan Singh Government
adhered to the provisions in the
Common Minimum Programme
regarding ‘navratna’ companies.

After an hour-long ‘second
round meeting with Ms. Gandhi,
the Left leaders said they were
hopeful the matter would be am-
icably resolved, a sentiment
echoed by the Congress also.
Their first meeting was held on
July1.

No scope for bargaining

Two weeks after the Left par-
ties decided to suspend their
participation in the UPA-Left
coordination committee meet-
ings protesting against the Gov-
ernment’s decision to offload 10
per cent equity in BHEL, a ‘nav-
ratna,’ the Left leaders re-em-

-'phasised their stand. Since the
standoff, the UPA has worked
through informal channels to try
and evolve a via media solution.
It has been firmly told by the

F Left leaders that there was no

scope for bargaining, that it was
not a question of percentages,
and that it was a question of ad-
hering to the CMP provisions on

‘navratnas.’

Besides Ms. Gandhi, her polit-
ical secretary Ahmed Patel at-
tended the meeting on behalf of
the Congress. The Left leaders
included Prakash Karat, Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet, Sitaram
Yechury, A.B. Bardhan, D. Raja,
and Abani Roy.

“We have requested her [So-
nia Gandhi] to intervene as
chairperson of the UPA to see
that the Government adheres to
the provisions in the CMP re-
garding ‘navratna’ companies.
We are hopeful that the matter
will be amicably resolved,” Mr.
Karat, Mr. Raja and Mr. Roy told
correspondents after the meet-
ing. Mr. Patel expressed similar
views. “If they want us back in
the coordination committee

Ll

T W

# Sonia does not contest
Left's position

» Government should
adhere to CMP: Left

* Opposition to divestment
not on percentages but
on principle

e “Cabinet decision could
be changed”

# Question of resources
for social commitments
could be discussed
separately

meetings, they cannot go ahead
with the BHEL disinvestment,”
one senior left leader said. He
said it was for the Government
to resolve the issue and felt that
the pressure was on the Prime
Minister to sort it out before his }
visit to the United States. i

The Sunday meeting came af- |
ter the Congress and the UPA }
floated informal suggestions |
that the Government could con- ?
sider scaling down the level of
disinvestment in BHEL from 10 r
per cent to anywhere between 5
per cent and 7 per cent with a
rider that other disinvestment
processes for ‘navratnas’ would
be put on hold.

“On principle”

Mr. Patel, who made attempts
to raise the possibility on Sun-
day, was told that Left opposi-
tion to disinvestment in
‘navratnas’ was on principle and
not on the percentage of disin-
vestment, informed sources
said. On her part, Ms. Gandhi did
not contest the Left parties’ po-
sition on what the CMP said on
‘navratnas, the sources added.

One senior Left leader said at
the meeting there was nothing
sacrosanct about a Cabinet deci-
sion and it could be changed
when necessary.

When Ms. Gandhi enquired
how the Government could find
the resources for social welfare
measures such as commitments
such as health, education and
employment guarantee, the Left
leaders suggested the issue
could be discussed separately.
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I t would appear that all that the left leaders

wanted was a meeting with Ms Sonia Gandhi.

One meeting on Sunday morning with the
Congress president seems to have convinced them ~
that the United Progressive Alliance would ad-
here to the common minimum programme,
which they think will be violated if the govern-
ment goes ahead with the disinvestments in Bhel.
It is difficult to comprehend the left’s distrust of
Mr Manmohan Singh and his government, and
their trust in Ms Gandhi. The left seems to be pro-
ceeding on the assumption that Ms Gandhi is a lit-
tle more sympathetic to its protestations than the
prime minister. Till they met the Congress presi-
dent, the left leaders behaved like petulant chil-
dren and stayed away from meetings of the coor-
dination committee of the UPA. The grouse of the
left is not just about disinvestments in Bhel; it has
abigger and a more fundamental objection. It dis-
approves of the economic policies being followed
by the government. In other words, the left is op-
posed to economic reforms. This is where the left
has to make a difficult choice. If, because of its ob-
jections to the government’s economic reforms,
the left decides to pull out of the UPA, it creates an
opportunity for the Bharatiya Janata Party to at-
tempt a comeback. The left has to choose between
its economic ideology and its political goals.

The left’s confusion is rooted in another con-
tradiction. The economic policies that the left crit-
icizes are exactly the same as the ones pursued by
the Left Front government in West Bengal. There
is no bigger champion of economic reforms than
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, the chief minister
of West Bengal. In his pursuit of investment for
West Bengal, Mr Bhattacharjee has adopted poli-
cies that go against all that the left has stood for.
He has welcomed multinationals, spoken in
favour of free markets and has even declared that
he agrees to disagree with his comrades in New
Delhi. The left’s schizophrenia has become more
and more pronounced. Mr Bhattacharjee speaks
in one voice about economic reforms and
Mr Prakash Karat, the general secretary of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), in another.
The political fallout of this divergence is difficult
to fathom. But it would appear from another di-
vergence — between words and deeds — that the
left will continue to protest without actually
pulling the carpet from under the UPA. A meeting
with Ms Gandhi is all that is needed to calm dis-
traught left nerves. How the left tackles its own
schizophrenia is a different problem altogether.
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eft rules out deal o

n BHEL

| ; QA L6
Will decide next course of action after today’s mee% with Sonia

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Left parties on
Saturday reasserted their oppo-
sition to the disinvestment of
the public sector Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited ahead of
their meeting with the United
Progressive Alliance chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi on Sunday.

“Our stand is known. It is
what we said in the letter [to
Sonia Gandhi] that the decision
is a violation of the Common
Minimum Programme, which
does not authorise disinvest-
ment in navaratna companies.
Tomorrow we will meet the UPA
chairperson and hear from her
what she has to say. We will then
decide,” Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary A.B. Bard-
han told reporters after a
meeting of Left party leaders
here.

The meeting was to deliberate
on the decision of the four Left
parties supporting the UPA Gov-
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« Left leaders debate boycott of coordination committee

meetings

« We are not barqaining, says A.B. Bardhan

+ No need to dilute principled stand: RSP

» AIFB supports firm stand

ernment to suspend participa-
tion in the UPA-Left
coordination committee meet-
ings in protest against the Gov-
ernment decision to offload 10
per cent equity in BHEL.

‘In their court’

Mr. Bardhan said the Left par-
ties were not bargaining and that
it was for the UPA leadership to
come forward with a response.

“We are not bargaining. The
ball is in their court,” Mr. Bard-
han said in response to a ques-
tion whether the Left parties
would agree to any Government

proposal to scale down the disin-
vestment level to five per cent.

The current stand-off be-
tween the Left parties and the
UPA on the disinvestment of
BHEL began on June 26 when
the former announced their de-
cision to suspend participation
in the coordination committee
meetings.

Subsequently, Ms. Gandhi
met Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary Pra-
kash Karat and the CPI national
secretary D. Raja to resolve the
issue.

The Revolutionary Socialist

Party said there was no need to
dilute the Left’s principled
stand.

The All-India Forward Bloc,
that was not present at the meet-
ing here, sent a resolution on
similar lines adopted at its ongo-
ing central committee meeting
at Kolkata.

The AIFB endorsed the Left
parties’ stand and said there was
no need to go back on it “even if
the Government decided to
bring down the recent disinvest-
ment from 10 per cent to five per
cent. It is a policy matter; there-
fore the question does not arise
for any sort of compromise or
bargain,” party general secretary
Debabrata Biswas said in a press
statement.

Besides Mr. Bardhan, CP1 (M)
leaders Karat, Harkishan Singh
Surjeet and Sitaram Yechury, D.
Raja of CPI and Abani Roy and
Manoj Bhattacharya of the RSP
attended Saturday’s meeting.
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Left i issues fresh threat to Congress

NEW DELHI, June 29. —
Toughening their stance
against the Congress-led
UPA government’s deci-
sion to effect 10 per cent
divestment of the navratna
. PSU, Bhel, the Left parties
today warned that a “nega-
tive” response to their
“concerns” might result in
their withdrawal from the

UPA-Left  coordination
committee.
On its part, the

Congress kept on assuag-
ing the Left’s sentiments,
saying their concerns will
be addressed and the issue
“resolved amicablv¥*$00n.

-~

The Left’s w%mng came
in the wake of their 26 June
move to “suspend” their
participation in the UPA-
Left panel meetings in
protest against the Union
Cabinet’s last month deci-
sion to divest Bhel.

“Let’s hope that the
Congress would respond
positively. If the negotia-
tions do not yield the
desired results then we
have to further intensify
our struggle and may also
have to withdraw from the
coordination committee,”
Mr MK Pandhe, the CPI-
M Politburo member, told
The Statesman here.
Nothing less than a “clear-

No prlvuhsuhon gf navrainas

NEW DELHI, June 29. — As the Left parties toughened their

“stand on the issue of BHEL divestment, Congress today sought

to mollify them declaring that the party was opposed to
privatisation of any navratna PSUs. “We are committed to
maintaining the public sector character of the Navratnas and are
opposed to privatisation of any of them”, party spokesman Mr
Anand Sharma said hoping that the issue would be amicably
resolved. He said that whatever the Left parties had resorted to
was their “democratic right” and it should not be seen as a
confrontation with the UPA or a split with it, — PTI

Yechury nomination

cut assurance”, he said,
from the Congress would

satisfy the Left in the mat-
ter. He said the stage for
“withdrawal of support”
has not come yet, “but the

Congress_should not take
theu?ﬁ support for
gragréd”.

Jun-1885  THE STampgy

justify the nomination of
politburo member Mr Sita-
ram Yechury and Ms Bri-
nda Karat as a RS candi-
dates from Bengal saying
that the decision was as per
the party’s convention.

The CPI-M today sought to |

|
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KOLKATA, June 28. —In
a surprise move, the CPI-
M today announced that
Mr Sitaram Yechury and
Mrs Brinda Karat, both
Politburo members, would
contest the 14 July Rajya
Sabha elections from West
Bengal.

Mr Chittabrata Majum-
dar, Citu leader, has been
renominated for the third
Rajya Sabha seat. The
fourth seat has once again
been left for the RSP
which is likely to renomi-
nate Mr Abani Roy. As for
the fifth seat, the Trinamul
Congress is likely to win as
it has the required number
of votes. Alimuddin Street
is looking up to the
Congress for the sixth seat.
CPI-M sources said Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
had been entrusted with
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PARLIAMENTAR POLITICS: Mr Yechury and Mrs Karat.

the responsibility of choo-
sing a candidate for the
sixth seat. The CPI-M is
thinking about nominating
economist Mr Amiya
Bagchi or Mr Ashok Nath
Bose, Jadavpur University
vice-chancellor.

What has triggered a
debate in political circles
is the nomination of Mr
Yechury and Mrs Karat,
both Delhi residents. They
replace Dr Chandrakala
Pandey and Mrs Sarala
Maheswari. Besides being

the CPI-M spokesman in
Delhi and editor of
People’s Democracy, Mr
Yechury has always been a
political heavyweight. He
is presently a member of
the Left-UPA coordina-
tion committee.

CPI-M insiders said the
party was on the lookout
for a heavyweight in the
Rajya Sabha as it was not
satisfied with the perfor-
mance of Mr Nilotpal
Bose, CPI-M leader in the
Upper House. Mr Bose’s

THE 574 TESMAN

term expires in April and
Mr Yechury is likely to
replace him. Political cir-
cles, however, wonder
whether it was Mr Prakash
Karat’s masterstroke to
push Mr Yechury more

into parliamentary rather |

than party affairs, as very
recently the latter had been
withdrawn from the job of
looking after party affairs.
The CPI-M state secre-
tary, Mr Anil Biswas, said:
“Mrs Brinda Karat is from
Kolkata and maintains con-
tacts with the city. She has
been nominated as the
CPI-M wants to voice its
demand for women’s reser-
vation more strongly in
Parliament”. As for Mr
Yechury, Mr Biswas remar-
ked that he is an important
leader and the party’s views
need to be expressed con-
vincingly in the House.
Another report on page 8

m, state
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Furious Left twists Centre S arm

A

STHIKE OR BANDH? Traffic wasn’t the only thmg off the
streets on Monday. Only 20% staff and five ministers attended
Writers’, while 75% IT employees bunked Sector V.

Bridge walk rerun

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, June 27

IF THE UPA needed any idea of
the kind of niineh nacked hy its
grumbling allies, it only had to
look as far as Kolkata. The
statewide transport strike, called
by Left unions to protest against
the petroleum price hike, as-
sumed the form of a Bangla
bandh on Monday.

Officials and ministers bunked
office, shops remained closed and
schools went on holiday. The suf-
ferers included those travelling
by train, one of the few modes of
transport available. Only three
days earlier, passengers had to
walk the length of Howrah

Bridge, closed to traffic because
of a river vessel stuck under-
neath. On Friday, another batch
of passengers had to walk across,
but in the other direction.
Long-distance passengers, in-
cluding frail women, elderly men
and children, got off their trains
to find that they had no transport
from the station. Most of them
walked the bridge. A few hired
luxury cars at abnormally high
rates. At Sealdah, rickshaw-
pullers played extortionists.
Passengers were expected to
suffer in the transport strike, but
there was no explanation for the
bandh-like scene at offices, par-
ticularly Writers’. The transport
department had only 30 staff

» e
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LITTLE TRANSPORT Train passengers walked from Howrah
in the absence of buses and taxis. Trains (including Metro),
flights and ferry services were unaffected.

as traffic vanishes

present out of a total of 140; the
backward classes welfare depart-
ment had four occupants; the an-
imal resource and development

- department had six. Even in the

police directorate section, only
senior IPS officers turned up.
Yet, transport minister Subhas
Chakrabarty would still like to
call it a strike. A reporter asked
him if Kolkata was observing a
state-sponsored bandh. He was
ticked off by the minister: “This
is why I call you half-literate.”
Subhas was delighted with the
impact of the ‘strike’. “Almost all
buses, taxis and autorickshaws
remained off the roads,” he
beamed. The Left Front will con-
tinue its agitation with a nation-

wide programme on Tuesday.
Subhas was one of the few min-
isters present at Writers’.The oth-
ers were Suryakanta Mishra, Su-
santa Ghosh, Anisur Rehman and
Pratyush Mukherjee. Reporters
caught Ghosh leaving around 4
pm. He explained: “What can I do
in such a deserted place?”
Writers” wasn't the only such
place. Three-fourths of the staff
stayed away from Bengal’s IT hub,
Sector V at Salt Lake. Vijaya
Bank’s zonal office recorded 40 per
cent attendance, though everyone
turned up at HSBC and Citibank.
Among private firms, Bata regis-
tered 25 per cent attendance de-
spite its AGM being scheduled.

Full coverage in Kolkata Live
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Sonia, PM play
troubleshooters

HT Political Bureau
New Delhi, June 27

THE CONGRESS on Monday slipped into damage-control mode and
moved to assuage Left anger over divestment at BHEL with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh assuring CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat that their concerns would be addressed.

The initiative came from none else than Sonia Gandhi who called up
the Prime Minister who in turn met Karat as also Bengal chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee to pre-empt further strain on the al-
ready strained ties between the allies.

Singh is understood to have told Karat that the irritants could be
discussed at greater length and remedies sought once Sonia was back
from Shimla. Singh had been sent a copy of the Left parties’ joint let-
ter to Sonia in which they had de-
scribed the BHEL divestment as the
“first serious violation” of the com- H
mon minimum programme (CMP). I'eﬁ! "ght & centre

The standoff found Sonia’s politi- g Letter bomb Left parties
have written to the UPA ex-
plaining why they will skip
coordination committee

cal secretary Ahmed Patel in anx-
ious huddles with party leaders, in-
cluding Ambika Soni, after which he

conveyed to Karat and the CPI’s D. meetings
Raja that their concerns would be -
addressed as soon as the Congress M Taunt Shahnawaz Hussain

says Left should withdraw
support, but is sure it will not
do so. The Left is feigning
anger, he says

m Firefight Sonia calls PM
who in turn speaks to
Prakash Karat and
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.
AICC tells Left that its con-
cerns will be addressed. Par-
ty buys time, saying things
can be discussed once Sonia
Gandhi is back from Shimla

chief was back in the capital.

The Congress came under further
pressure with the DMK backing the
Left and urging the Centre to stick to
the common minimum programme.
DMK chief M. Karunanidhi sent the
Prime Minister and Sonia a letter on
the lines of the one the Left had shot
off to Sonia this weekend. But the
Congress strove to downplay
Karunanidhi’s remark.

Congress spokesperson Jayanti
Natarajan recalled the Prime Minis-
ter’s repeated assurances that the
navratna PSUs would remain in the
public sector. She also wondered whether the Left’s stand had anything
to do with the state elections next year in West Bengal and Kerala. Soni
sought to lower the pitch,.saying, “I don’t think any problem will be
big enough to undermine the UPA’s basic objective of strengthening
secular politics and fighting communal forces.”

The BJP, watching it all from the ringside, called it a charade. Par-
ty general secretary Shahnawaz Hussain said if the Left parties were
really so angry with the UPA government, they would have withdrawn
their support by now. “But this is a case of match-fixing, much like the
WWF wrestling bouts we see. There is a tacit understanding between
the UPA and the Left. The understanding is that the UPA will go on do-
ing as it likes and the Left will keep shouting,” he said.
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Left says no more
talks with UPA >

90 P buft

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 26

THE LEFT parties on Sunday
said they would stay away from
UPA-Left coordination committee
meetings to protest the Centre’s
decision to go ahead with disin-
vestement in BHEL and other
public sector undertakings.

Left leaders have written to
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi,
saying that the government took
its decisions despite the Left's
objections. “The decision to dis-
invest BHEL is the first serious
violation of the common mini-
mum programme. The UPA has-
n’t been able to ensure adherence
to the commitment to the pro-
gramme despite discussing the
matter at the coordination com-
mittee meetings,” they said.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has been sent a copy of the
letter, signed by Prakash Karat
(CPI{M}), A.B. Bardhan (CPI), De-
babrata Biswas (Forward Bloc)
and Abani Roy (RSP). “Right now
we want to give a serious message
to the coalition leadership that we
cannot be taken for granted on
economic policies, especially dis-
investment,” a Left leader said.

“There is no question of anyone
taking anyone for granted,” AICC
spokeperson Ambika Soni as-
sured. On the differences, she said,
“These can be resolved. Given the
larger goal, all these can be
worked out.”

Sonia Gandhi, who is in Shim-

la, is expected to talk to the Left

JUN 2005

leaders on her return.

top of a series of differences
over other policy decisions by
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, which the Left feels is go-
ing against the interests of com-
mon people. The Left had earlier
announced a nationwide protest
against the petroleum pr1ce hike
on Monday.

Karat told a television chan-
nel, “We will continue to extend
support to the government but
we don’t want to give an impres-
sion to the government that
there is coordination, because
there is no coordination.”

The Left move was fuelled by
its opposition to economic re-
forms, but it also seems spurred
by the need to address the work-
ing class constituency ahead of
the 2006 Assembly polls in Ker-
ala and West Bengal, where their
main rival is the Congress. The
decision may be a bid to mount
pressure on the government
rather than pose a threat to it.

Nevertheless, the Congress has
to be tactful to get the Left back on
board to keep the alliance going.
More s0, as the 61 Left MPs in the
Lok Sabha lend stability to the
UPA. Congress leaders are bank-
ing on the fact that the Left has
“suspended” its participation and
can be persuaded to reverse it.

Desgpite this, there’s an under-
lying fear that unless there is
some meeting ground, the Left
may up its ante and translate its
non-participation into a boycott.

i3

Schools & colleges

Buses & minibuses

Taxis

# 80% of autos and

rickshaws

T dept vehicles, provided
they carry a sticker saying
‘essential services’

See Kolkata Live
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“Ritualised protest

Transport strike stistains Left hypocrlsywJ

he Left cannot pretend that the announcement of a

steep hike in petrol and diesel prices has taken it by
surprise and that the transport strike called on Monday is
the result of a “spontaneous” protest by transport opera-
tors. The hike had been on the cards and there is reason
to suspect that the announcement was postponed till the
end of the municipal election. These are concessions the
Left can extract from the UFA government, for which rea-
son it has pledged never to bring the government down.
The strike call is thus nothing short of a hypocritical dis~
play of resentment to protect constituencies back home
when the Left is aware the rise is inevitable. It has per-
fected the art of playing to both galleries — one at the
Centre where the Congress has got accustomed to the
Yechuris blowing hot and cold and the other in the state
where it must keep its trade union divisions alive. For the
record, the CPI-M contends that Monday’s strike has been
called by the Citu-affiliated West Bengal Road Transport
Workers’ Union. The vital question is whether the state
government will do anything to ensure normal life or
whether, in the calculated absence of any official inter-
vention, this will assume the character of a bandh. The
metro cannot guarantee that lakhs of government staff,
also belonging to Left unions, will not decide to show sym-
pathy with the cause wjthout fear of any reprlmand from
the government. \ Y\

Biman Bose emphasmeq the strike is' a geul)me ove
ment — not just posturing, confikming suspicions it is just
that. Why did Citu have to waif\ for the announcement
rather than launch pre-emptive stxikes? Was it because it
was convinced the rise was inevitable and that it would
engage in another ritualised protest without any hope of a
rollback? The damage is not just to CPI-M’s credibility
that has taken a severe beating ever since it decided to
share power by proxy; the greater damage is to Bengal’s
reputation which Azim Premji, speaking on behalf of
investors, had confessed was badly stained by bandhs. The
chief minister may present a meaningful smile and exer-
cise his democratic right to refrain from making a com-
ment — as he did with regard to Subhas Chakraberty. But
that will not solve the problem. /
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talk to the Press after the UPA meeting at Prime Minister

PTI
PHEW?!: CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury and the RSP’s Ab&»i(ﬁoy

Manmohan Singh'’s residence on Sunday.

Left tipset, b ut
UPA firm on
BHEL sell-off

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 19

THE GOVERNMENT and Left
parties seem to have agreed to
disagree on the disinvestment
of BHEL.

At a meeting of the UPA-
Left coordination panel at
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's 7 Race Course Road
residence on Sunday, the Left
reiterated its opposition to the
government's decision to of-
fload 10 per cent of its stakes
in the undertaking. Their ar-
gument was that it would
weaken the PSU and alter its
public sector character.

The government disagreed
with this interpretation but
held out two significant assur-
ances: that the public sector
character of the navratnas will
not be altered and all their fu-
ture capital requirements
would be met.

However, Left leaders H. S.
Surjeet, Sitaram Yechury
(both CPI-M), D Raja (CPI) and
Abani Roy (RSP), who attend-
ed the meeting at which UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi
was present, agreed to discuss
the matter among themselves
next week. They even asked
the government to hold in
abeyance its decision to disin-
vest till then, but as Yechury
later said: “We don't know
whether they will wait or not.”

After the 90-minute meet-
ing, Finance Minister P. Chi-
dambaram read out to the me-
dia a brief one paragraph
statement encapsulating the
viewpoints of the two sides.

But with the government
making it clear that it might
not backtrack on the issue,
the Left parties too would de-

2 0 JUN iy

Manmohan Singh
Under pressure

cide on their next course of
action when they meet. The
trade unions will meet in July
to chalk out their agitational
programmes.

At the core of the difference
is the manner in which the
two sides appear to read the
CMP. Yechury said privatisa-
tion and disinvestment were
“coterminus” in the CMP. The
government, he said, saw it as
two different things.

The question of a possible
hike in oil prices'did not come
up during the meeting.

As for the Left's demand to
drop POTA charges against
the Godhra case accused, the
government assured that the
Centre would take all neces-
sary legal measures to ensure
implementation of the recom-
mendations of the POTA Re-
view Committee.

Meanwhile, another Con-
gress ally, the NCP, too came
out strongly against the dilu-
tion of stakes in profit-making
PSUs. It asked the government
to streamline taxes, remove li-
cense and inspector raj and
check corruption. '
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e é ‘New Realism

CPM softens stand on FDI, \'7<\v}0
foreign aid (\\,

HERE is a sense of realism in the CPM’s new guide-

lines on economic issues. Apart from the occasional

flashes of moth-eaten rhetoric, the guidelines show

the party’s willingness to engage with globalisation.
1t also tells the cadre that the West Bengal government’s line
on economic development has the blessings of the party lead-
ership. The party has reiterated that it welcomes capital in-
flow including FDI if “it will augment productive capacities
in the economy, upgrade the economy technologically and
lead to employment generation”. On foreign aid, the party has
shed its opposition to loans from multilateral agencies like
the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank even
though various CPM-led governments have been taking them
all along. If the funds provide relief to the people and lead to
economic improvement without compromising the state gov-

ernment’s autonomy in decision-making, the party advises

states to pick up the cash. Few would object to such condi-
tions. An interesting shift is in the party position on non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs). The CPM will now set up
NGOs to tap funds the Centre makes available for the volun-

tary sector. All these years, the CPM has been disapproving of

NGOs viewing them as agents who depoliticise society. It con-
tinues to be so in the case of foreign-funded ones, even though
party members have now been allowed to work with such
groups after clearance from the state and central leadership.

Many of these shifts in policy have been forced by cadre
who have been questioning the party’s double-speak,
especially on FDI and loans from multilateral agencies. In
states like Kerala, the party is divided on the role of NGOs
and foreign funds which has forced the central leadership to
clarify the party position on these issues. The Left Front
government’s pro-FDI policies in West Bengal too were
questioned by sections within the party. These inner-party
debates have done the CPM a world of good. The party
leadership seems to have come to the view that it is best to
abandon dogma and connect to the present. At one go, the
CPM has moved beyond its statist, and in some sense autar-

kic, approach to economic development. The party accepts i

that it is best to make use of all available agencies to reap the
benefits of globalisation rather than engage in negative talk,

corner. Realism should ngt be a red rag for the CPM.

and in the process pain /lge party-led governments into a
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TRevwe Bofors &
case: CPIM)”

CBI should appeal against verdicts: BJ

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) and the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party made identi-
cal demands on the Bofors issue
on Thursday, saying that the
Central Bureau of Investigation
should correct the “infirmities”
in the documents and revive the
case.

The CPI(M) demanded that
the CBI “remove the infirmities
in the case material and revive
the case through appropriate le-
gal process.”

“Elementary errors”

“It is surprising that after
such a long investigation, such
infirmities and elementary er-
rors existed in preparing the
case,” the CPI(M) Polit Bureau
said in a statement.

Observing that the Delhi High
Court had quashed the proceed-
ings against the Hinduja broth-
ers and the Bofors company as
the documents and materials
produced by the CBI were not
original documents or authen-
ticated copies, the CPI(M) said
the Bofors gun deal was “an im-

| portant case highlighting cor-

ruption in high places.”

“Neither the CBI nor the judi-
cial process in our country has
been able to produce a verdict in
all high-level corruption cases.
This has eroded the people’s
faith,” the CPI(M) said, leading
to the impression that the sys-
tem “is incapable of bringing to
book those who misuse public
funds.”

“CBI should appeal”

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Javadekar “demanded” that the
CBI file an appeal in the Su-
preme Court to challenge the
two judgments of the Delhi High
Court — of February 4, 2004 ac-
quitting Rajiv Gandhi of all
charges, and the second deliver-
ed two days ago quashing all

03 JUN A0S

o Remove “infirmities” in
the case material

o Neither the CBI nor the
judicial process has
been able to produce a
verdict in all high-fevel
corruption cases, says
CPI (M)

o Let those who opposed
Congress on the Bofors
issue and are now with
it clarify on the
apology issue, says BJP

charges against the Hinduja
brothers.

On the demand for apology
made by the Congress from all
those “barring none” who had
made allegations, the BJP want-
ed to know whether those par-
ties and leaders who were in the
forefront of the political agita-
tion on the Bofors issue — and
were now on the same side as the
Congress — would continue to
sit with it without offering an
apology.

“Those who opposed the Con-
gress party on the Bofors issue
include V.P. Singh, Somnath
Chatterjee, Lalu Prasad, Jaipal
Reddy and the Left parties. ...
They must come out [with their
stand] on this apology demand.
The Congress also owes an ex-
planation as to how they can co-
exist with such partners,” Mr.
Javadekar said.

In addition, the BJP demand-
ed that every effort be made to
bring one of the key accused,
Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrocchi, back to this coun-
try for trial.

V. P. Singh's stand
Page 14
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