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CPM grows livid at UPA
§ pro-capitalist stance

Our Political Bureau .“;\
NEW DELHI 27 MAY

HE CPM on Friday came

out with its familiar accu-

sation against the Con-
gress —that it was yet to shed its
‘class character’. In a stinging at-
tack on the Congress, CPM gen-
eral secretary Prakash Karat said
the policies of the UPA govern-
ment are aimed at helping the in-
terests of big businesses and in-
ternational capitalists.

MrKarat cited the proposal for
100% FDIinretail as an example
of the government’s approach
and said this would adversely af-
fect millions of domestic traders.
He stated that multinational
agencies would receive permis-
sion to set up supermarkets and
chain stores.

“Over 7% of the labour force
is engaged in retail trade. Their
interests will be affected,” he
said. Mr Karat described the gov-
ernment’s approach to FDI as a
“major” area of concern and ex-

pressed apprehension that such
measures would “erode national
sovereignty”. However, the par-
ty’s opposition to FDI in retail
may not mean the Left Front
ruled West Bengal shuts its doors

KARAT: TRADE Tu(

to any such proposal if the Cen-
tre gives its nod.

Continuing with his anti-UPA
rhetoric, Mr Karat commented
that the past year’s policy direc-
tions of the Congress-led UPA
government revealed that its fo-

W

WY

cus was on privatisation and eco-
nomic liberalisation. “The Man-
mohan Singh government is
more interested in fulfilling the
demands of international capi-
talists and big business houses
than in taking steps for relief of
poor farmers, unemployed ard
workers in the unorganised sec-
tors and traditional industries,”
he complained in an interview to
a party-run newspaper.

Mr Karat gave the Left the
credit for pro-people measuresin
the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme, alleging that these
were incorporated under pres-
sure from the CPM and other
Left parties. He indicated that the
Left may have more to be un-
happy about.

He pointed to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s reference to
further liberalisation of the
economy and disinvestment of
PSUs at the recent meeting of
the Working Committee of Con-
gress on the UPA government'’s
one year.

The Economic Times




Karat denles rendezvous
with top Maoist in Nepal

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 26 MAY . )
¥

IS

the CPM general secretary

Prakash Karat, to ‘deny’ re-
ports, first appearing on May 17,
where Nepalese authorities al-
legedly claimed that he had a se-
cret meeting with the Nepalese
Maoist leader, Baburam Bhat-
tarai, arranged by the Indian se-
curity agencies. However, his de-
nial is seen only as an act under
compulsion to save the Centre,
his party and the West Bengal
government of embarrassment
on more than one count.

His dilemma is evident from
the language of his denial. His re-
sponse to the reports was weak:
“(That) Thave met a Maoistleader
from Nepal in a meeting arranged
by the Indian security agencies in
untrue. No such meeting was
held.” He has left it open whether
he was denying his meeting with
the Nepalese leader or whether
he was denying that this meeting
was arranged by the Indian secu-
rity agencies.

For all his denial, it hasbeenan
open secret in Left circles, after
the news was let off by the
Nepalese authorities, that he had
indeed met Mr Bhattarai. In fact,
there are also indications that Mr
Karat was accompanied by an-
other senior Indian Communist
leader in this meeting. The sec-
ond leader has been stalling re-
ports on his meeting with the
Maoist leader by making it clear
that he would deny flatly if it was
ever reported.

Whatever the ‘good intention’
behind the meeting, it has not
gelled with the CPM and the
West Bengal government’s stand
towards the Maoists. For the
CPM, its top leader holding a
clandestine meeting with the

IT took more than a week for

Nepalese Maoist representative
was a politically incorrect step—
given the fact that the party’s fra-
ternal ally in Nepal, CPN(UML),
is locked in a fiery political and
ideological battle with the
Maoists — some thing like the
CPM had with the break-away
Naxalites in the 60s. Therefore,
any signal of the CPM boss enter-
taining the Maoist leader would
be seen as a matter of betrayal by
its Nepalese fraternal party.
Secondly, one of the requests
Mr Bhattarai reportedly placed
before the Indian Communist
leaders was that his party cadre,

who have been infiltrating intc
West Bengal to escape the
Nepalese monarchy’s forces
should not be arrested by the po
lice of the Left Front government
This is some thing that goe
against the stand of the Bud
dhadeb Bhattacharjee govern

ment, which hasbeen seeking th

Centre’s help to flush out infiltra
tors from across the Banglades

and Nepalese borders.

The news about Mr Karat's
meeting with the Maoist leader
has reportedly angered an influ-
ential section of the top CPM
leadership for the above reasons.

Govt seeks to distance
itself from issue

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 26 MAY

HE UPA government’s foreign policy objectives in the imme-

diate vicinity have come under sharp criticism as it now tries

to extricate itself from the mess it landed itself into. The UPA
government had tried to fish in the troubled waters in Nepal by
courting Maoist leader Baburam Bhattarai.

Embarking on a damage control exercise, the government on
Thursday sought to distanice itself from CPM general secretary
Prakash Karat’s meeting with Mr Bhattarai by getting the Left
leader to issue a “denial”. The foreign office also issued a statement
denying any change in policy with regard to the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoists).

Mr Karat's deverly-worded statement, distributed helpfully by
the ministry of external affairs, was designed to give the message
that the government and its intelligence agendies had nothing to do
whatsoever with any meeting between the CPI{M) general secre-
tary and the Nepalese Maoist leader. “The report that I have met a
Maoist leader from Nepal in a meeting arranged by the Indian se-
curity agencies is untrue. No such meeting was held,” read Mr
Karat’s statement.

Mr Karat's encounter with Mr Bhattarai is believed to have tak-
en place in New Delhi on May 11. He was also said to participate in
some other meetings in the Capital and the ipteractions appeared
to have been an exploratory initiative m# e backdrop of the rift
within Nepal’s Maoist rebel movement.-
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Left fumes, says not consulted
on Bhel disinvestment issue

Our Political Bureau  + "*"(‘

. "'NEW DELHI 26 MAY v

-

N vyet another display of pan-

tomirme politics, the Left on Thurs-

day came outagainst the disinvest-
ment of 10% equity in state-run Bhel.
While finance minister P Chi-
dambaram made it a point to publicise
that the decision was taken in consul-
tation with the Left, the complaint
mongers in the Capital’s two Left es-
tablishments — the AKG Centre and
the Ajoy Bhawan — said they were
not consulted on the disinvestment is-
sue, In fact, the Left has been following
this set pattern on policy issues.

But the government’s decision has
naturally forced them to make some
constituency-friendly noises.Its core
constituency is yet not ready to accept
the idea of disinvestment. They have been
seekinga ‘no to disinvestment’ line—some-
thing that it finds difficult to adopt in the face
of aggressive privatisation in West Bengal.

Against this backdrop, the statement
asked the government to ‘reconsider’ the

R

Bhel decision and said the ‘government
should keep in mind the wide-spread protest
among the people’. Incidentally, past disin-

major protests even in the CPM-conirolled
states. The statement issued by the CPM was
quite critical of the government’s action.
“Bhel is a navarama public sector unit
which is making significant profits in a com-

27 MAY 2885 7y, Economie ;
Mee

petitive environment. Bhel significantly
contributes to strengthening of India’s eco-
nomicself-reliance. The common minimum
programme (CMP), on whose basis
this government is meant to function,
dearly states that the UPA will encour-
age and strengthen the navaratnas to
become global players.

The CMP also categorically states
that the government shall not disin-
vest/privatise the profit-making
PSUs. In the light of these commit-
ments made in the CMP, the CPM
considers the Cabinet decision con-
tradictory.” Government managers
quoted the same CMP to defend the *
Centre’s decision.

“The CMP is very clear. It has only
said that ‘generally’ profit-making
PSUs will not be privatised. Inany case
even after the decision, 58% stake will
remain in government hands. Besides, the
CMP had said that all privatisation will be
considered on a transparent and consulta-
tive case-by-case basis. It has also said that |
navaratnas will be allowed to raise resources
from the capital market.”
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LE sweeps
municipal

KOLKATA, May 25.
The.Left Front clinched an
absolute majority in 48
municipalities out of a total
of 79, raising its tally from
41 to 48.

The total for the Trina-
mul Congress has come do-
wn from four in 2000 to
two. It managed to retain
Contai and Nabadwip. The
Congress captured 11 civic
boards. Dissident Congress
leaders backed by MP Mr
Adhir Chowdhury bagged
two municipalities in Mur-
shidabad. The GNLF won
the Mirik board. Hung res-
ults emerged in 15 municip-
alities. In Old Malda, whe-
re the CPI-M had drawn a
blank the last time around.
it captured seven boards.

With the Knlkata Muni-
cipal Corporation elec- !
tions drawing on, today’s |
results came as a shot in |
the arm for the LF. — SNS

Details on Kolkata |
Pius I |
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A Left sweep again and lesson to be learnt
Divided Cong & ™+ Rl it

distant second

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, May 25: The Left
Front today swept the munici-
pal polls winning 48 out of 79
civic bodies, going 11 up on its
2000 performance.

The Congress, with which
the Left have an alliance at the
Centre, ended up a distant sec-
ond, while Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamul Congress conceded
several stronghalds in the two
24-Parganas to go nine down
from last time.

“We anticipated this succe-
ss,” said Anil Biswas, the state
CPM secretary. “Our impress-
ion is that Mamata’s Trinamul
is yielding ground to the Cong-
ress as the main Opposition.”

The formation of boards in
as many as 13 municipalities
appeared uncertain as no poli-
tical party or pre-poll alliance
had got the mandate to stake
claim. In most, the boards can
be formed if the Congress for-
ges a post-poll alliance with
Trinamul and its ally, the BJP.

Among such municipaliti-
es are Tamluk, Beldanga, Mu-
rshidabad, Purulia, Basirhat,
Baduria, Bongaon, Ramjivan-
put, Suri, Rampurhat, Barui-
pur and Bhadreswar.

. “We will not do anything
unethical to take control of
the hung municipalities and
we hope the Congress will not
forge links with Trinamul and
the BJP to get hold of them,”
Biswas said.

Going by the experience of
the last municipal elections,
the Left tally may further go
up if certain successful Inde-
pendents in the hung munici-
palities decide to sign up with
the front.

State Congress general sec-
retary Manas Bhuniya said
tonight the party had an “open
mind” on a tie-up with Trina-
mul to keep the front at bay.
“Our local leaders will take
the decision and we have no
control on them,” he said.

In private, CPM leaders at
the Alimuddin Street headqu-
arters this evening interpret-
ed the Congress’s surging ahe-
ad of Trinamul as a pointer to
things to come in the 2006 Ass-
embly elections.

But the Congress lost Old
Malda after a decade. Its nomi-
nees had fajled to submit to
the réturning officer certifica-
tes saying they had been allott-
ed the party symbol. All Cong-
ress candidates had to enter
the fray as Independents.

The proponents of the ma-
hajot (grand alliance) received
a boost when the Congress, th-
anks to an understanding wi-
th Trinamul and the BJE, reta-
ined the board at Englishbaz-
ar in Malda. But Krishnendu
Chowdhury, the outgoing chai-
rman of the municipality, was
defeated by about 500 votes by
a CPM-backed Independent.

“It was a great blow to our
party in Old Malda but in Eng-
lishbazar, it was clearly an an-
ti-Left verdict,” said veteran
Congress leader A.B.A. Ghani
Khan Choudhury.

The CPM-led front made
substantial gains in Murshid-
abad and Malda, known Cong-
ress citadels, and the industri-
al belts of Hooghly and North
24-Parganas. It wrested Jangi-
pur, Dhulian and Azimgunj-Ji-
agunj municipalities from the
Congress in Murshidabad, pr-
jmarily because of infighting
in the rival ranks. The Congre-
ss had routed the front in the
district last year winning all
three Lok Sabha seats.

The Congress suffered its
most humiliating defeat in Ka-
ndi municipality where 10 Ind-
ependents backed by the party
MP from Behrampore, Adhir
Chowdhury, wrested the board
by defeating the Congress no-
minees. Adhir blamed the par-
ty brass for the debacle.

At Mirik in Darjeeling, the
GNLF retained the municipal-
ity by bagging all nine seats.

ARG O
o
g

CPM supporters sprinkle aabir on a victorious Baidyabati municipality
candidate in Hooghly. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

Alliance call echoes

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, May 25: Wiser from
their performance, Trinamul
and Congress leaders tonight
agreed that a division in anti-
Left votes had cost them dear.

“The results should be an
eye-opener for us. If the Opp-
osition had united, the Left
Front would have lost 15 mu-
nicipalities,” state Congress
general secretary Manas Bh-
uniya said.

Showecasing Englishbazar
in Malda, where the grand al-
liance of the Congress and
the Trinamul Congress-BJP
retained the board, he said:
“We should have followed the
same formula in other mu-
nicipalities also.”

The mahajot has the pros-
pect of forming boards in so-
me of the municipalities wh-
ere no party has got a clear
mandate. They include Taml-
uk and Ramjivanpur in Mid-
napore, Baduria and Bonga-
on in North 24-Parganas and
Suri and Bolpur in Birbhum.

Though state CPM secret-
ary Anil Biswas ruled out a
post-poll alliance to take cha-
rge of the hung municipaliti-

es, both Congress and Trina-
mul leaders began talks to

-“keep the front at bay”.

“We have nothing to say if
the boards are formed throu-
gh local adjustments,” Trina-
mul general secretary Mukul
Roy said, careful not to refer

_HOW THEY STAND?

~~~~~~~~

Mahajot (Cong-
Trinamul-BJP combine) 1

‘Elect

to mayor Subrata Mukherj-
ee’s call for an alliance with
the Congress, which earned
him Mamata’s rod.

Toeing Mukherjee’s line,
asection of Trinamul leaders
today demanded an alliance
with anti-Left forces to “oust
the ruling communists from
Bengal”. Mukherjee floated
the Paschimbanga Unnayan

Congress Mancha to bring all
anti-CPM secular forces und-
er an umbrella after having
annoyed Mamata,

“Today’s results have pro-
ved that the emergence of a
formidable anti-CPM force
could be the only alternative
to the ruling CPM,” he said.

Trinamul sources said so-
me key leaders were closeted
with Mamata tonight to disc-
uss the course of action in
the wake of another debacle
after last year’s general elect-
ions. “We are bound to lose
again if we are not able to
bring the anti-CPM votes in
our favour,” one of them is
learnt to have told Mamata.

The elections to Calcutta
Municipal Corporation and
Bidhannagar and Uttarpara-
Kotrang municipalities are
due on June 19.

“To prevent the split in vo-
tes is the need of the hour but
how is it possible to tie up wi-
th the Congress if it continu-
es to hobnob with the CPM?”
asked Saugata Roy, the Trina-
mul MLA from Dhakuria.

Congress leaders also be-
gan a soul search to stem the
vote split in its own ranks.

Congress supporters celebrate in Cooch Behar, where
the party won. Picture by Himanshu Ranian D=k
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KOLKATA: The Left Front consoli-
dated its strength in West Ben-
gal, bagging 48 of the 79 civic
bodies, elections for which were
held on Sunday. In the process,
it increased its tally by seven
municipalities.

Despite its tally going down,
the Congress is set to form
boards in 10 municipalities. The
Trinamool Congress could win
in only three municipalities,
even though it won in 10 civic
bodies in alliance with the Con-

—_eT ——
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Left Front Wins

48

gress and the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Six municipalities wit-
nessed a tie.

The Left Front recorded sig-
nificant gains at the Trinamool’s
expense in the industrial belt of
North 24 Parganas district and
West Midnapore.

After a decade, it also wrested
control of the Old Malda munic-
ipality, considered a Congress
citadel. The result comes as a
setback to veteran Congress
leader ABA. Ghani Khan
Chowdhury.

Communist Party of India

1re YU

munici alities

-

(M\rxist) State secretary Anil
Biswas congratulated the people
for voting back the Left Front in
most municipalities. He said the
results were as expected.

The Left Front had made sub-
stantial gains, senior Trinamool
leader Pankaj Banerjee conced-
ed but denied that the recent
desertions had any impact on his
party’s performance.

He claimed that the Left
Front would not have been as
successful in districts such as
North 24 Parganas-had the
“elections been fre(axﬁ fair.”
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" CPM blasts .

[

NEW DELHI, May 19. — titting |

back at Mr LK Advani for his utter-
ances against Communists, the CPI-
M Politburo member, Mr Sitaram
Yechuri, said today the BJP chief was

“rattled” by the Left’s demand for a |
CBI probe into the Centaur Hotel 1

disinvestment. “Such a probe will
bring out the racketeering in the sale
of public assets to benefit persons
with RSS and BJP links,” he said.

“The party is of the view that a man
who himself was chargesheeted in the
Ayodhya case and who manipulated
the CBI as home minister to get him-
self acquitted is now advising the
UPA government on good gover-
nance,” a Politburo release said.

Mr Yechuri sought to play down
the confusion created yesterday in
the wake of statements issued by
Congress and Left leaders.

“The (UPA) statement was issued
after discussion,” he said. He denied
that such differences would project a

fragile image of the government.

— SNS
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Apex court
stays HC

“ (_\;N'

jail t erm
to Biman

HT Correspondent 1. !
New Delhi, April 26

2

H
!
1

THE SUPREME Court today
stayed the Calcutta High Court
order sentencing Biman Bose to
three days in jail and fining him
Rs 10,000 for criminal contempt.

Advocates Fali S. Nariman and
Bikash Bhattacharya, who moved
the Left Front chairman’s appeal
against the sentence, argued that
the High Court judgment suffered
from flaws. For one thing, the
criminal contempt petition had
[ been filed without the mandatory
consent of the -
advocate-gen-
eral. To get {}
round this
problem, the
High Court
Bench of AK.
Ganguly and
S.P. Talukdar
had observed
in their judg-
ment that they
had initiated
the contempt proceedings suo
motu (which removes the need for
the AG’s consent).

But Nariman argued that since
“the judgment begins with the
contempt petition filed by an ad-
vocate and ends with its disposal
without order as to cost in favour
of the petitioner”, it is clear the
judges hadn’t acted suo motu.

“Had they done so, how could
they have issued notice on the
petition?” Nariman asked the
two-judge apex court Bench of
Justices Y.K. Sabharwal and
Tarun Chatterjee. “Besides, they
had no jurisdiction to initiate
criminal contempt proceedings
suo motu.”
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Left will vote against
Pension Bill: Karatcﬂ

Passage may divert funds for m stmenf in stock markets

G.C. Shekhar and Agencies
Chennai, April 23

IN WHAT could ring alarm bells for
the UPA government at the Centre, the
CPI(M) and Left parties said on Satur-
day they would vote against the Pen-
sion Bill if it was introduced in the
Lok Sabha. “It’s a money Bill and we
don’t want to cause any embarrass-
ment to the UPA government if the Bill
is tabled in Parliament. So, we've al-
ready written to the Prime Minister
that there’s no question of giving any
amendments, since we’re totally op-
posed to the Bill”, CPI(M) general sec-
retary Prakash Karat told a meet-the-
Press programme here on Saturday.

Karat alleged that the passage of the
Bill would divert pension funds to the
private sector, to be invested in the
stock markets.

After the Left opposed the Pension
Regulatory Authority Bill last year, it
was referred to a standing committee,
but the Bill is likely to be moved dur-
ing the present Budget session. Karat
said the CPI(M) was totally opposed to
the dilution of pensions from a social
security benefit to an investment tool
in the hands of private players.

Karat also said his party was op-
posed to the government diluting
stakes in well-performing PSUs, which
was against the common minimum
programme (CMP).

Similarly, his party would ask for de-
tails from the government on its pro-
posals to merge public sector banks
and was opposed to FDI in private In-
dian banks. On the move to merge na-
tionalised banks into three or four
banks, Karat said the RBI was prepar-
ing a ‘roadmap’ on this. “We can con-
sider the merger of one or two banks,
but will oppose the move to merge all
nationalised banks into three or four”,
he said.

The party is also opposed to the Cen-
tre’s decision to allow 74 per cent FDI
in private sector banks. “This will kill
the small Indian private banks”, he
said.

He said that the erstwhile NDA gov-
ernment gave up the concept of pen-
sion as a social security, when it start-
ed the contributory pension scheme
for its employees, which was followed
by other state governments.

-

CPI(M)’S STAND

m No question of amendment to
the proposed Bill

® Rules out diluting stakes in
healthy PSUs, which is against
the CMP

m The party will ask the Centre
for details on proposals to
merge public sector banks as
LF is opposed to FDI in private
Indian banks

m While the CPM would like the
CMP to be followed in letter
and spirit, it rules out toppling
the government on the issue

Karat said that the UPA government
should prove that it was a different
from its predecessor, by not following
the same economic policies. Asked if
the UPA government would last its full
term, he said the onus for this was on
the Congress, which led the coalition,
to keep it together

“If the UPA constituents are united,
the government can last the full term”,
he said.

Karat said there should be no threat
to the longevity of the Congress-led
government since it depended on the
Left for its majority. “While we’'d defi-
nitely like the CMP to be followed in
letter and spirit, we’re not the toppling
type”, he said.

Asked if the CPI(M) would support
the breakaway party being floated by
Congress leader Karunakaran in Ker-
ala, Karat said there wasqio intention
to expand the Left front ig;that state.

He said the recent paggg gongress
wanted to strengthen the C IgM) in all

states, with special emphasis on Hindi-
speaking states. The CPI(M) was
strong in West Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura and was growing in strength
in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. A
plan would be evolved to strengthen
the party all over India and make it an
alternative to the Congress and the
BJP, he said.

Asked if thre possibility of a Third
Front was a reality, he said the situa-
tion was not ‘mature now’ for that.
However, steps should be taken in this
direction, he added.

Karat said that the CPI(M) would
also oppose any moves to further d)/
lute FDI restrictions in the print me-
dia. The NDA government had allowed
26 per cent FDI and there were ‘serious
moves’ to dilute it further.

The group of ministers was consid-
ering the issue, he said, adding that the
party would not accept any further di-
lution.

Third Front in time: Yechuri

The CPI(M) on Saturday said it was in
no hurry for the formation of a Third
Front, but hoped that an “alternative
political outfit would emerge when the
time is ripe”.

“We’re in no hurry to cobble up a
Third Front since it’s not a cut-and-
paste exercise, nor an election-orient-
ed one, but, when the situation ripens,
it emerges as a viable alternative to the
existing two major political parties”,
CPI(M) politburo member Sitaram
Yechuri said in Hyderabad on Satur-
day. Yechuri, who was in the city to at-
tend a state executive meeting, said
their main aim was to join hands with
forces committed to secularism and
ones opposed the anti-people economic
policies dictated by World Bank.

Defending the party’s alliance with
the Congress in the UPA, he said, “Our
prime objective is to safeguard secu-
larism and we’ll support all parties
and forces that condemn and oppose
fundamentalism”.

Asked if the TDP could be part of
the Third Front, Yechuri did not give a
direct reply, but said, the TDP had sup-
ported the BJP-led NDA alliance for
seven years. Though it didn’t join the
government, it has questionable secu-
lar credentials.

pd
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Left support based on
pollcles not mtanqlbles

‘Government should emphasise the pro-people elements in CMP’

Special Correspondent

CHENNAL: One of the guarantees
for the longevity of the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment is that the Left parties are
supporting it, the general secre-
tary of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), Prakash Karat,
said on Saturday.

The prospects of the Govern-
ment’s survival were good be-
cause the Left parties offered
support on the basis of policies.
The Left would not decide to
withdraw the support on the ba-
sis of “intangible things” such as
“being unhappy with the Prime
Minister or some individual,” he
told reporters at a ‘Meet-the-
Press’ programme organised by
the Chennai Press Club.

While expressing reservations
over some of the economic re-
forms of the Government, he
said the UPA would remain in
office as long as it implemented
the “pro-people” measures in
the National Common Mini-
mum Programme. The CPI(M)
did not endorse “A to Z” of the
NCMP, and wanted the Govern-
ment to emphasise the “pro-
people” elements in it.

“If this Government does not
perform, then it will be in trou-
ble, not because of us, but be-
cause of its own inaction or

e

CPI (M) general secretary
Prakash Karat

failure,” he said in response to a
question.

The CPI(M), he said, was of-
ten asked whether the Left par-
ties would continue to support
or withdraw support to the UPA,
but the issue was whether the
UPA would implement the

NCMP. Pointing out that the-

Government would soon be
completing a year in office, he
said: “We will take stock after a
year, and then see what has been
done and what has not been
done.”

The continuance of the Gov-

ernment would also depend on
whether the Congress, as the
leader of the UPA coalition,
would be able to hold all the al-
lies together. “It is not our job to
keep the unity of the UPA,” he
said.

Third alternative

The CPI(M), he said, would
work for the formation of a third
front as an alternative to the
Congress-led and the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led fronts, but the
political situation would have to
“mature” for the creation of such
a front.

Some of the parties that had
worked with the Left were now
either with the Congress or with
the BJP. “We do not think this
country requires a Congress-led
combination and a BJP-led com-
bination alone.. There are
enough forces in the country
who can come together to form a
third alternative,” he said.

However, such an alternative
should not be for the elections
alone: “We want a more stable,
viable alternative,” he said un-
derscoring the need for a com-
mon policy platform through a
joint movement and campaign.

Plan to build up party

The CPI(M), which was the
dominant party in three States —
West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala

TR ,&"Wao

— would strive to be a strong
all-India force by expanding its
base in the Hindi belt. The CPI
(M) was already an all-India par-
ty with an all-India vision, but it
wanted to be a strong all-India
party by expanding in the States
where it was weak.

The party would select a few
Hindi-speaking States as prior-
ity areas and concentrate work
in that belt.

Reiterating that the CPI(M)
would vote against the Pension
Fund Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority Bill, which is a
money bill, Mr. Karat said the
Left parties were opposed to the
new pension scheme that sought
to allow pension funds to be in-
vested in the stock market.

The Left parties also did not
approve of privatisation of prof-
it-making public sector units.

To a question, he said the par-
ty opposed the increase in for-
eign direct investment in the
print media, which, he said, was
done against the recommenda-
tions of the standing committee
of Parliament.

The UPA Government had to
show by its performance that it
was different from the earlier
government led by the BJP.

The support of the Left was
not for the UPA to continue the
“discredited” policies of the BJP.
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Words like ‘private enterprise’, ‘multi-pa
democracy’ now actually figure in the discourse

- VALL it a new pragmatism or an

unusual willingness to re-examine
and debate old shibboleths and hith-
erto well-established doctrinal theses,
but the CPM today is actively engaging
with the new realities that aré suddenly
confronting it as a political entity. This
grappling with ideas was very evidentin
the deliberations of the recent 18th
Party Congress in New Delhi and, once
again, in a recent article in the Social
Scientist — tellingly titled “The Com-
munists and the Present’ — written by
Marxist economist Prabhat Patnaik,
who haslong been regarded as an eco-
nomic mentor of leaders like Prakash
Karat and Sitaram Yechury, as indeed
CPM’s cadresin general.

Patnaik’s argument has been inter-
preted in sharply differing ways, both
within the party and outside it, but it is
interesting precisely because it at-
tempts to shed some of the Stalinist
baggage associated with the CPM and
its once-staunch espousal of one-party
rule. Patnaik believes that the party in
India must be committed to multi-
party democracy, .unlike its Chinese

counterpart. Multi-party democracy
would, in fact, allow the party to show-
case its own political worth, vis-a-vis
other parties. There isa similar realism
when it comes to viewing the role of
once-problematic concepts like “pri-
vate enterprise” and “FDI” within a
communist order in today’s world.

There are at least two important rea-
sons for these significant shifts. From be-
ing a party of the Opposition, it has be-
come a party in power — not just for
over 25 years in West Bengal under a
pragmatic chief minister like Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharya, but at the Centre,
albeit at one remove. This has forced it
toshift from being a party in permanent
reactive mode to one that does not fear
the exercise of power and the con-
fronting of the realities of power. Of
course, political circumstances will con-
tinue to decide how the CPM views the
world — the Kerala wing, for instance,
would prefer to appear more doctri-
naire and militant because it istoface an
assembly election next year — but,
clearly, there is no denying a new mood
of engagement within the party.

-
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“Karat’s challe ge

Party r needgs to revive Marxist \ga

nstallation of Prakash Karat as the fourth general secretary of

the CPI-M marks a generational change in the leadership of
Indian Marxists. Harkishen Singh Surjeet handed over the
stewardship to 56-year-old Karat, well known as a hardliner and
for his doctrinaire approach to issues. His installation has come
at a time when the party is finding it hard to come to terms with
the sweeping changes that have overtaken the social, pdlitical
and economic scene both at the national and international lev-
el. Sharp contradictions have also surfaced between the party’s
traditional doctrine and hard realities such as globalisation,
FDI, funding of NGOs, automation, privatisation, playing
second fiddle to someone like Lalu Prasad and continuing sup-
port to a Congress government at the Centre. Indian Marxists
are known to have changed their political line from time to time

but never since the split have they taken such a sharp U-turnon

policy matters. At the Delhi party congress, they endorsed, al-
most completely, the major economic reforms initiated by the
Congress and chose not to label it an “autocratic, corrupt, fas-
cist, communal party”, phrases they had used from the mid-se-
venties until the early nineties. Instead they described the Con-
gress as secular and found nothing authoritarian in its func-
tioning, despite renewing their pledge to form a third front.

Although the Delhi meeting will be a milestone in the party’s
history because of induction, for the first time, of a woman
leader — Brinda Karat — in the Politburo, it will also be re-
membered for not addressing adequately the basic and most
important issue facing the party today, the sharp erosion of
Marxist values. The CPI-M now has over 900,000 members but
is a pale shadow of the past, in terms of values and principles.
Factionalism and corruption in the Kerala unit have become
deep-rooted. The state of the party in Bengal and Tripura is no
different. Many local units are terminally sick and the will to re-
vive them seems to be lacking. Senior leaders have attributed
the sickness to ignorance of Marxist teachings. This may not be
entirely correct, as many leaders with secure ideological
moorings are themselves guilty of having encouraged corrup-
tion, nepotism and factionalism. How Karat rids the party of
this sickness will be his biggest challenge.

=
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For a programme-based alternative

Prakash Karat is the second youngest general secretary in the history of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist). A day after he took over, he spelt out his

goals in an exclusive interaction with The Hindu. One clear task is to

strengthen the party in the Hindi-speaking regions.

K.V. Prasad

The 18th party congress identified a third
alternative as the goal. How different would
it be from the erstwhile People’s Front?

Prakash Karat: While calling for a third
alternative, the party congress also said they
have learnt from the past. We made two
points: one, strengthen the CPI (M) and the
Left so that it becomes a cementing factor
for the third force; and second, there must be
a common policy framework, which parties
and forces subscribe to. It should not be a
mere electoral alliance.

Since the Samajwadi Party walked out from
the People's Front leading to its collapse
what would be the basis for selecting parties
for the third alternative?

Parties and forces that come together
must share a common policy outlook, at
least on some major issues. For example,
how do we deal with agrarian crisis, impact
of globalisation, our attitude towards public
sector? There should be commonality of ap-
proach. We want to work together... it [the
alternative] is not an immediate possibility.

The party has decided to turn to the Hindi-
speaking region to expand its base. What
steps would you take, considering that the
CPI's base fell victim to caste-politics?

There are two aspects. To grow in the
region politically, we must take up social
issues and caste oppression, pay attention to
caste and class correlation and work out
correct tactics. The organisational part is
that we propose to take select States for
concentrated work so that we can show re-
sults more rapidly using our limited re-
sources. Last time we selected Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand. We shall re-
view that in the Central Committee and see
if some adjustments are needed.

Do you see any conflict of interest with the
SP and the Rashtriya Janata Dal in these
States?

Right now we are concerned about what
we should be doing as a party and not whom
we will confront. We will take up issues,
launch struggles and movements. We may
come up against certain forces, political par-
ties, Government or vested interests in that
area. We have an independent position re-
garding [the] working class, fight for their
demands and sometimes oppose policies
these Governments are following. That we
cannot compromise on.

Would that not come in the way of the third
alternative?

We are a different party and have our
position. There can be commonality on cer-
tain issues but the third alternative cannot
be on the basis that we cease to struggle for
our basic demands.

From your personal experience in handling
the affairs of the party in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh, how optimistic are you of growth in

CPI(M) general secretary Prakash Karat...
alliances. PHOTO: ANU PUSHKARNA

the region - organisational and electoral?

There are no shortcuts to our develop-
ment as a party in the Hindi-speaking States.
The situation is complicated by the fact that
there have been forces of communalisation
and caste fragmentation in the last two dec-
ades. Keeping this in mind, the party must
be more active in taking up social issues,
issues of caste oppression along with our
class issues. We must take organisational
steps to maximise our work in certain areas.
For example, in States with a substantial
Adivasi population, we are thinking of open-
ing centres for concentrated work. I think
this will bring results, but I am not looking at
immediate electoral results. If we build our
party, electoral results will follow.

Is there is a need to spread awareness about
your strategy of combating communalism
and the struggle against neo-liberal policies,

looking beyond electoral

since the Left supports the United
Progressive Alliance Government?

We are not too worried about this sit-
uation in the UPA Government. We have to
engage with them, support eertain things
and oppose some. As for combating commu-
nalism, in States where the BJP is ruling —

- Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Gujarat —

activities of the communal forces and at-
tacks on the minorities continue. Nothing
has changed. Depending on the situation in
different parts we will take a position.

Constant attack on the UPA’s economic
policies s being seen by some as an attempt
to stali the Government. This perception
may or may not be entirely true. What is the
position?

I think the situation as such is that there is
a UPA Government. The Left and Communi-

st parties are not part of the Government
and not part of the alliance, but we have
extended support on the basis of the Com-
mon Minimum Programme. There are cer-
tain aspects of the CMP we give importance
to. We will continue in this fashion, we do
not see any necessity to change. Our party
congress has not said that this approach is
wrong. If any quarters think the party con-
gress will lead to [a] rupture in the UPA
Government, I do not think that is how we
have planned or worked it out.

Having preferred other party members to be
the interface with political parties, do you
visualise a change in approach? Would you
adopt a hands-on approach instead of being
in the background?

It is a question of division of work in our
leadership, we are not many at the head-
quarters ... we have different types of re-
sponsibilities. It is not that everybody does
separate things. We combine. I cannot only
be having discussion with the Government,
there are other things to be done. I have met
the Prime Minister whenever required but I
car’t be doing only that. The new Polit Bu-
reau will discuss and distribute work.

Some describe you as a hardliner, others a
classical Marxist. How do you see yourself?

I have also been called a doctrinaire. Itisa
misplaced idea. For instance, I am part of the
decisions taken by the Polit Bureau, the
Central Committee, and the party congress.
For instance, what the party should do after
the last Lok Sabha elections was a collective
decision that was endorsed by the party con-
gress. There is no hard-line or soft-line, we
weigh our options, discuss and decide. In our
party, [the] general secretary does not have
the status of a supreme leader. He is part of
the teamn and his job is to see the team works
and implements decisions.

What is your approach to the CPI's call for
unity among the communists? Do you
visualise it leading to the unification of the
two Communist parties?

What we have stressed [is] the need to
strengthen unity of the Left. In the recent
period we have made progress and on major
issues have coordination at [the] national
level, but there is [a] Left outside the four
Left parties whom we want to bring on a
common platform.

As regards [the] Communist merger, I do
not think we are at that stage. The CPI also
recognises there are political and ideological
differences between the two that led to the
split. Some differences are important. Over
time these may be sorted out but we can’t
leapfrog and take it up.

Do you think this generational change in
parties, including the CP! (M), would make a
gualitative difference in the Indian polity?

You should not overplay generational
change in the CPI (M). I am not the youngest
general secretary, P. Sundarayya became
[general secretary] at 52. The question is
what ideological positions we take. Age is
secondary.



/ Blunted weapon
D\(Q \gf Who's afraid of the Left? “ﬁc\'{\J\\’\

By reviving the idea of a third front, the CPI-M may argue
it is keeping its options open because of fundamental dif-
ferences with the UPA on economic policy. Many others
would call it rank opportunism. Support for the Congress-led
government gives Marxists a say in decision-making at the
Centre — impossible if they were in the opposition. At the
same time, they talk of a third front that will exclude the Con-
gress and be headed by the Marxists. This can only be linked
to the constant refrain at the party congress that Marxists
need to expand their base beyond Bengal, Tripura and
Kerala. The UPA regime has given them the best opportu-
nity. But it is politics at its worst when the Left enjoys all the
privileges of a party in power yet stays out of government,
refuses to put its seal of approval on the UPAs common
minimum programme and now talks of a third front.

Nothing has changed since the parliamentary election to
warrant any fresh optimism about a non-NDA, non-Congress
formation headed by the CPI-M. Noises made at the party
congress are aimed at warning the UPA that the Left will
become more demanding in days to come. Harkishen Singh
Surjeet is fooling no one when he declares that the CPI-M
“shall make independent assessments”. He pretends not to
be aware of a confession made a day earlier by Sitaram Ye-
chury that the Left will not do anything to rock the boat at the
Centre. Talk of a “basic agenda” is a red herring that helps
the Left exert more pressure. Can the “basic agenda” match
those of other parties it hopes to include in the third front?
Lalu Prasad’s RJD and Mulayam Singh’s Samajwadi Party
will obviously be part of it — if it materialises at all. Can Sur-
jeet declare with any honesty that Lalu and Mulayam are
ideologically closer to the CPI-M than the Congress or other
parties in the UPA? Marxists need to realise that there are
two problems with this kind of opportunism — first, that
greed is an addiction that feeds on itself, and second, political
ties based on such greed are like the relationship between a
drug addict and a dealer; the equilibrium changes slowly but
surely until the seller calls all the shots. Sonia Gandhi has
nothing to worry about.

~
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GenNext takes

pP Wit

charge of CPM

Exit Surjeet ”Enter Karat

Deepak Razdan
New Delhi, April 11

THE CPI(M)’s 18th congress turned
historic today when Prakash Karat
(56) took over as the party’s general
secretary, succeeding H.S. Surijeet,
arguably the tallest leader of the In-
dian communist movement, who
steered the party for 12 years.
Ailing for some time, the 89-year-
old Surjeet had sought to be relieved.
Party leaders, however, persuaded
him to stay on in the new politburo
along with Jyoti Basu, who too had
wanted to quit on health grounds.
Also, for the first time in the
CPI(M)’s history, a woman became a
member of the politburo, the party’s
highest decision-making body. Brinda
Karat, vice-president of the All India
Democratic Women’s Association, is
Prakash Karat’s wife and has been a
member of the central committee.
Apart from her, the 17-member
politburo inducted three new faces,
including Citu general secretary
Chittabrata Mazumdar. Although
jobs are yet to be allocated among
the politburo members, Sitaram
Yechuri is expected to take care of
political affairs with Karat concen-
trating on organisational matters.
Party congress delegates raised “a
red salute” when politburo member
R. Umanath announced Karat’s
unanimous election as general sec-
retary. The new general secretary
said the CPI(M), already the third
largest party in Parliament, must
now grow as a strong all-India force.
Responding to media commen-
taries on the “generational change”,
Karat said leadership in the CPI(M)
had never been personality-centric.
Ever since its emergence in 1964, the
party had believed in collective lead-
ership, starting with a politburo of
nine members, the Navratnas, two of

The new order

l
|
|
|

= GENERAL SECRETARY Prakash Karat (above) |

=> POLITBURO NEWCOMERS Brinda Karat
{first woman entrant), Chittabrata Majumdar,
K. Varadarajan, BV, Raghavulu

2 POLITBURO OLD-TIMERS 13 other
members including Prakash Karat, H.S Surjeet,
Jyoti Basu, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,

Biman Bose, Anil Biswas, Sitaram Yechuri

2 CENTRAL COMMITTEE 85 members
including the Karats, Surjeet, Basu,
Bhattacharjee, Biswas, Hannan Moilah, Benoy
Konar, Chittabrata Mazumdar, Nirupam Sen,
Mohd Selim, Shyamal Chakraborty, |
Suryakanta Mishra, Shyamali Gupta i

= CENTRAL CONTROL COMMISSION
Kanti Biswas, N. Sankaraiah, P.X, Balan,
Sambi Reddy, Krishna Khopkar

whom were Surjeet and Basu.

He said the two veterans had
wanted last night to quit their posts,
seeking only to continue as “invi-
tees”. The two had been architects
not only of the CPI(M) but also of the
communist movement in India.

Preferring stability with change,
the party’s new central committee
has 85 members, 20 of them new. In
keeping with its plan to expand in
the “Hindi belt,” the committee in-
cludes state secretaries of all the
Hindi-speaking states.

m Related report on Page 3
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CPM

RS,

i, Surjeet as .
gen secy

Wife Brinda Is First Woman
Politburo Member

New Delhi: In a change of
guard at the CPM, Prakash
Karat was on Monday
unanimously elected gener-
al secretary after veteran
leader Harkishan Singh
Surjeet stepped down to
make way for the GenNext
to take over.

The election of 56-year-
old Karat, a hardline ideo-
logue from Kerala, came at
the end of the day 18th
congress of 3
the CPM,
which is
long used to
having vet-
erans at the
helm. An ag-
ing Surjeet,
now 89, had
earlier of-
fered to step down from the
post. Along with him, the
91-year-old former West
Bengal chief minister Jyoti
Basu had also offered to
quit the politburo.

However, the politburo
refused to accept the re-
quest of the two leaders to
quit the crucial decision-
making body, into which a
woman has been elected for
the first time. Karat’s wife,
Brinda, who created a flut-
ter a couple of years ago de-
manding the presence of
women in crucial decision-

making bodies of the party;
became the first woman en-
trant into the politburo.

Surjeet, who had been
the general secretary for
more than a decade and
was adept at playing coali-
tion politics, had offered to
step down in view of his
failing health.

Karat, whose tough line
on the party not accepting
th rime ministership

= when it was
offered to
Basu in 1996
to head a
United
Front gov-
ernment
earned him
the sobri-
quet of
hardliner, said in his
speech immediately after
the election that the party
would fight the twin chal-
lenge of communalism
and the neo-liberal eco-
nomic policies.

He said he was not satis-
fied that the CPM was the
largest Left party in the
country and the third
largest in parliament. “We
want to make the CPM a
strong all-India party.”

The congress also elected
an 85-member new central

‘committee, en
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‘Basu, Surjeet To Stay On

Our Political Bureau

'NEW DELHI 7 APRIL N

EVER mind their desire for retire-
N ment, Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet,

89 and Mr Jyoti Basu, 91, will not
leave the centre stage of the CPM decision-
making. According to sources, the duo are
set to get re-elected as members of the party
politburo at the end of the ongoing 18th par-
ty congress, though Mr Prakash Karat will
take over as the new general secretary.

Barely into the second day of the six-day
conference, an influential section of the
leadership has begun advocating the need
for the continuation of Mr Surjeet and Mr
Basu in the party’s apex decision-making
body primarily on the ground that the duo’s
services are crucial for ensuring the stability
of the UPA-Left partnership at the Centre.
This is more so since Congress-Left war of
words will intensify in the run up to the polls
in West Bengal and Kerala next year.

This section feels the duo’s excellent
working chemistry with senior Congress
leaders, especially Ms Sonia Gandhi, will
come in handy since the new general secre-
lary is yet to develop personal equations
with the Congress brass. Though younger to
the big two by nearly 40 years, the gentle Mr
Karat has come up the ladder through the

CPM “administrative service” at the head-
quarters — moulded in the line of the Sovi-
etappartachik —spedialising in the “made in
1964” anti-Congress thesis that the party has
pulled out of practice in these years of “secu-
lar cohabitation.” Interestingly, it was the
deeply rooted Surjeet-Basu duo, braving
their advanced age, who have shown practi-
cal wisdom in leading an internal tactical
churning to reposition the CPM from being
an extreme anti-Congress party to a fellow
traveller of the grand old party. The two have
braved pressure from hardliners.

Such was the initial resistance, the hard-
liners gave in only after Mr Basu publicly de-
nounced them as the authors of the historic

blunder and Mr Surjeet backed it with a
threat to quit the leadership. This led to a
positive fallout in 2004 when at least a sec-
tion of the central committee voted for the
CPM’s participation in the UPA government.
Later, the CPM even left the three Left par-
ties behind and accepted the Congress offer
of the post of Lok Sabha Speaker.

In the past 11 months of UPA govern-
ment, it was Mr Surjeet, assisted by Mr
Sitaram Yechury, who has been liasoning
with the Congress brass with Mr Basu occa-
sionally airdashing to join them.

MrKarat, assisted by Mr Yechury and, toa
lesser extent, by Mr S. Ramachandran Pillai,
have been focused more on the day-to-day
responsibilities at the headquarters, besides
making rare TV appearances and visits to
seminar halls. With Mr Surjeet’s failing
health has made Mr Karat taking over from
him the top post inevitable, the big two, in
their capacity as the politburo members are
expected to lend more authority to the lead-
ership of Mr Karat. Since Mr Basu has al-
ready been limiting his visits to Delhi and Mr
Surjeet likely to limit himself to coalition
management, the party congress will have
to find some politburo members who could |
stay put at the headquarters. One of the con-
tenders for politburo membership is the Ker-
alaleader, Mr M.A. Baby.

- —
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NEW DELHI, April 7. —
Seeking to further build
up on its agenda for “a
viable third alternative”,
the CPI-M today said any
initiative in this regard had
to go beyond “mutual
necessity” of entering into
pre-poll arrangements and
should evolve on the basis
of “a common policy
framework” and ideologi-
cal commonalities.

Towards this objective
the delegates at the CPI-
M congress while dis-
cussing the draft political
resolution, moved by Mr
Prakash Karat, today were
unanimous on mounting
further pressure on the
UPA government by step-
ping up a mass mobilisa-
tion programme against its
economic and non-eco-
nomic policies.

Mr Karat said extend-
ing support to the UPA
government did not mean
that the CPI-M would
give up its “independent
role”. There were, howev-
er, very few who wanted
to move a no-confidence
motion against the gov-
ernment. Politburo mem-
ber and West Bengal chief
minister Mr Buddahadev
Bhattacharjee moved a
resolution supporting the
Palestinian struggle for a
separate homeland and
condemning the “Israel-
USA axis”.

The resolution demand-
ed that the government
cease its military coopera-
tion with Israel.
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CPI(M) congress: “basu:

" agenda not given up”. -

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, APRIL 6. Underlining
that only a strong party could
help create a viable third politi-
cal alternative in the country,
the 18th congress of the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist)
opened here today with a mess-
age that support to the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment is to meet the needs of the
current situation and that the
party has not given up its basic
agenda.

“Only a strong CPI (M) can
help create a viable third alter-
native. Such an alternative has
to be based on a common policy
platform and a willingness to
conduct joint activities and
struggles to achieve those aims.
A third alternative is desirable
but it cannot be reduced to the
concept ofan electoral alliance,”
the party general secretary, Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet, said in his
address at the inaugural session.

In his speech read out by Pra-
kash Karat, Polit Bureau mem-
ber, Mr. Surjeet said that
support to the UPA Government
was to meet the needs of the cur-
rent situation. “Let me make it
clear that there will [be] no giv-
ing up on our basic agenda. We
shall act as sentinels of the peo-
ple. We shall make independent
assessments and decide our
course of action.”

Explaining the rationale for
supporting the Congress-led
formation at the Centre, Mr. Sur-
jeet said that the CPI(M) recog-
nised the Congress as a secular
party and the relevance of its
role in determining the secular
character of the state at this
juncture. The UPA Government
had to fulfil the people’s man-

VETERANS BOTH: The CPI(M) general secretary, Harkishan
Singh Surjeet, with the former West Bengal Chief Minister,
Jyoti Basu, at the 18th party congress in
New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI

date thatrejected the communal
alliance and called for restora-
tion of the secular principle in
the institutions of the state.

Setting the tone for the six-day
party meet, Mr. Surjeet said that
itshould provide the direction to
rally all the Left and democratic
forces so that they could muve
ahead to a “new era of politics”
that kept at the centre the peo-
ple’s aspirations for a better life
and open the way for a secular,
democratic country, free from
class and social oppression.

Mr. Surjeet said the CPI(M)
had to become a strong force na-
tionally, be able to strengthen
Left unity and its intervention,
The party congress, he empha-
sised, would work out plans to
build the party and to develop
the movement outside the areas
where it was strong.

The significance of the party
congress being hosted here for
the first time since the CPI(M)
formation in 1964 was not lost.
In the session, speakers includ-

A G 1 i

ing the CPI general secretary.
A.B. Bardhan and the veteran
Marxist leader, Jyoti Basu,

i

stressed the crucial role being -

played by the Left by extending
outside support to the UPA Gov-
ernment but reminded about
the larger goal of spreading the
coutnunist movement in the
country.

Mr. Basu said that the people
expected the UPA Government
to fulfil the commitment that its
policies would be for the “Aam
Admi” — a slogan coined by the
Congress for the 2004 general
elections — and how the Left
Front Government was putting
into practice an alternative path
in West Bengal for the last 28
years it had been in power.

Mr. Bardhan told the 800-odd
delegates that at its just-con-
cluded Chandigarh congress,
the CPI felt that it was time to
mount mass struggles and a
people’s movement to deter the
UPA from following policies
harmful to the working classes.
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- No intention of rocking

NEW DELHI, April 5. —
- The CPI-M today made it
clear that it had no inten-
tion of destabilising the
UPA government at the
Centre over its differences
on major economic policy
matters and wanted it to

last its full term.
The CPI-M Politburo
member, Mr Sitaram

Yechury, at a press confer-
ence here today clarified
that party general secretary
Mr Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet’s criticism of the UPAs
approach to economic
matters and talk of change
in a write up in the latest
issue of the party’s weekly
paper People’s Democracy
in no way raised questions
about the stability of the
government. “We want and
wish it (the government) to
last. It will last while con-
tinuing to adhere to the
CMP”, he asserted.

The CPI-M leader said
the party had presented 10
alternatives to the govern-
ment’s proposals on eco-
nomic matters for its con-
sideration and these
would be discussed at a
“special session” of the
18th Congress of the party
beginning in New Delhi
tomorrow. About 800
elected party delegates
would take part in discus-
sion on political resolution
and on ways to further

strengthen and expand the

marty  Armanicatinn
@iy VA BGLALIGLIVAL,

political resolution would
be adopted on 7 April
after a discussion. The
political  organisational
report would be intro-
duced on 8 April and
finalised on 10 April. The
party would hold a public
rally on the 11 April, the
concluding day of the
congress.

The CPI-M holds its
congress once in three
years to discuss and imple-
ment the political and
organisational report of
the Central Committee,
revise and change the
party programme and con-
stitution and elect the
Central committee
through secret ballot. This
time 2,794 amendments
and 714 suggestions to the
olitical resolution have

en received. The party
Central Committee would
considered these amend-
ments on the basis of pre-
congress amendments and
prepare a report which
would be presented along
with the political resolu-
tion in the Congress. Mr
Yechury said the report
had great significance as it
gave the “pulse of
the party”. Besides, 16
amendments to the party
constitution have also
been moved.

Mr Yechury said the
issue of the unity of the

08 arr 204

..~ UPA boat: CPM .

CPI-M and CPI hadXo be

The—seen in the preseat con-

text. He said the unity
could be achieved either
through a joint decision of
the leadership of the two
parties or “unity from
below” by undertaking joi-
nt campaigns at the grass
root level. He said the
party delegates could dis-
cuss the issue of the left
unity. In response to a qu-
estion he said it was for
the people to decide as to
who would lead the left
front in the country. He
said the CPI-M did not
want to impose it on
the masses. ,

Responding to a ques-
tion on the possibility of
the ailing party general
secretary Mr Harkishan
Singh Surjeet stepping
down from his post, Mr
Yechury refused to specu-
late on the subject. He
said the newly elected
Central Committee would
be competent to take a
decision in this regard.
“Both Mr Surjeet and Mr
Jyoti Basu have been say-
ing that they were unable
to discharge their respon-
sibilities on accouni of
their failing health and
age. There was time when
Mr Basu had stepped
down from the chief min-
ister’s post. He, however,
continued to be in office
on the request of
the Politburo.
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New Delhi, April 5: Over the
next few days, the CPM will sit
in judgement over its “living
legends”.

Harkishen Singh Surjeet is
likely to remain in the party’s
politburo even after quitting
as general secretary But a
question mark lingers on
whether the CPM will grant
Jyoti Basu his request to retire
from the party’s apex policy-
making body.

“The party con-
gress will decide
how these two lead-
ers can continue to
remain associated
with the party,” po-
litburo member Si-
taram Yechury told
reporters a day be-
fore the CPM’s
18th congress beg-

eft legends

‘trial’

[

Basu, who is 91, and Sur-
et will continue to be part of
the highest body of the CPM.
“The central committee of the
party will take a decision,”
Yechury said.

In Bengal, state committee
leaders have already started
protesting Basu’s move to re-
tire from the politburo. Simi-
lar protests had earlier forced
the former chief minister to
continue in office for 24 years
despite his age and ill health.

Yechury indicat-
ed that the CPM wo-
uld like both leaders
to continue in the
politburo because it
is at this forum wh-
ere the CPM leader-
ship gets to know all
A the “nuances” of
political develop-
ments. :

Asked why the

ins here.

Yechury said Su-
rjeet and Basu are
“living legends” of
the party, and the
CPM as well as the |
country can benefit
from their experi-
ence. “They are sci- |
entific communists
and have been say-
ing for a long time
that they cannot dis-
charge their duties in the way
they did before because of
age.”

It is now almost certain
that the 87-year-old Surjeet,

. who wants to step down as

general secretary, will give
way to the next generation of
leaders at the congress.
Prakash Karat is set to be the
fourth general secretary of
the CPM after P. Sandarayya,
E.M.S. Namboodiripad and
Surjeet. The question before
the party congress is whether

Surjeet, Basu

leaders have to rem-
ain in the politburo
to contribute to the
party, he said: “You
can make a contrib-
ution even outside
the politburo. But
youare seized of all
the nuances of polit-
ical developments
if you are in the
politburo.”

Surjeet, who for
decades has been the CPM’s
public face at the Centre, still
regularly attends UPA-Left co-
ordination committee meet-
ings despite failing health.
The party would still like to
have him — even as a figure-
head in the politburo along
with Basu.

The party congress will
end next Monday after it elects
anew politburo and a centr
committee. The politburg/at
present has 16 members/and
the central committee
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Batdhan gets
. 'third term
. as CPIsecy.

Our Political Bureau
© NEWDELHI 3 APRIL

ot

A.B. Bardhan was re-elected on Sunday
as the general secretary of the CPLfor thr
third consecutive term. The 19th CPI pa:
ty Congress concluded on Sunday i
; 2 jChandigarh with tt
00-odd  delegate
lecting the new cen
ral leadership — a
ine-member central
{secretariat, the 25-
ember national ex-
ecutive and a 125-
strong national coun-
%:icil. There are around
25 new faces in the new national council
which also has around a dozen women.
Asexpected, the party chose not to electa
deputy general secretary.

Mr Bardhan'’s re-election, a foregone
conclusion all through, and the re-elec-
tion of the nine-member central secre-
tariat, which was reconstituted eight
months ago signalled the party opting for
status quo. The 79-year old Mr Bardhan
was first elected general secretary in 1996
when Indrajit Gupta moved into the
United Front government’s Cabinet as
home minister. The former AITUC gen-
eral secretary is known for his trade
union and organisational experience be-
sides being an orthodox theoretician.

Besides Mr Bardhan, the other mem-
bers of the central secretariat were Kerala
veteran PK. Vasudevan Nair, Bihar
leader Gaya Singh, AITUC general secre-
tary Gurudas Dasgupta, West Bengal
minister Nandagopal Bhattacharya,
Andhra Pradesh party boss S. Sudhakar
Reddy, Tamil Nadu's D. Raja and New Age
editor Shameem Faizee. :
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TAMAL SENGUPTA

Calcutta, April 1: Jyoti Basu
has offered to quit the position
he has held in the CPM polit-
buro for over 40 years.
Hamstrung by age, an in-
curable stomach ailment and
& growing inability to travel,

‘he has written to CPM bosses

eeking permission to regign
Fhe post he has heldsince the
partywas formed in 1964. He is
pushing 91.

“I wrote to my party lead-
ership long back and I have
informed them of late of my
intention to resign my posi-
tion in the politburo as well as
the central committee on
health grounds. But they
would not listen,” Basu told
The Telegraph this evening.

CPM national leaders H.S.
Surjeet, Prakash Karat and
Sitaram Yechury and state bo-

sses Anil BlS as d Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee are believ-
ed to have tried to persuade
Basu to change his mind.
But he refused to be swayed by
their entreaties, forcing
them to put the issue up for
discussion.

Party officials said Basu’s
decision would come up for
discussion at the CPM con—
gress starting April 6 as it
tied up with several devel
ments expected in the poht-
buro this month.

For one, Karat is likely to
be installed party general sec-
retary in place of Surjeet who,
like Basu, is troubled by old
age and related ailments. Two,
a woman — Karat’s wife Brin-
da — is likely to make her
debut in the all-male polit-
buro.

However, a clear picture on

how things will actually pan
out will emerge only next

Basu; Burdenof age
week. Basu and Surjeet are
crucial players as they had a
huge hand in forging the al-
liance with the Congress
ahead of last May's general
elections and putting in place
the Manmohan Singh regime.

The veterans are also con-
sidered extremely skilled at
managing coalition contradic-
tions. More often than not, the
CPM leadership looks to them

“Basu in plitburo quit move

to negotiate thorny issues
with the Congress and other
alliance partners.

Basu said he would press
the leadership to accept his de-
cision because his health was
a cause for concern. The same
problem had made him decide
to give up chief ministership
four years ago, he said.

“I was unable to carry on
as chief minister because of

. ‘my health four years agb, so I

Yiit. Now how do { justifymy
taking so much of load at age
91 and in a worse state of
health?” Basu asked.

But he made it clear he
would continue to discharge
his responsibilities as a mem-
ber of the state committee or
the state secretariat if wanted
by the party.

Bengal’s CPM leaders are
believed to be keen on clinging
to Basu in view of next year’s
Assembly elections.
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By K.V. Prasad

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 29. Setting
the pace for its 19th party con-
gress, the Communist Party of
India, today cautioned the
United Progressive Alliance
Government that the Left par-
ties could part ways with it, if it
continued to deviate from the
Common Minimum
Programme,

“We are supporting the UPA
on the basis of the Common
Minimum Programme and if
you [the Government] deviate
from it and pursue a path you
wish to, a situation couid arise
when we can say goodbye,” the
CPI general secretary, A.B.
Bardhan told a rally organised
on the eve of the congress.

Outlining  priorities  and
tasks, Mr. Bardhan said the CPI
had not taken an oath to sup-
port the UPA for years onend.
He said the decision to extend
outside support to the coalition
government was an “immedi-
ate” priority and described it as
a “phase” and not a permanent
arrangement.

Unity needed

The long-term goal, he said,
was to establish a rule by social-
ist and working classes, which
would be shaped with class
struggles. It was in this context,
Mr. Bardhan said, there was
need for unity among the Left
parties.

Describing the changed po-
litical situation in the country
since the 2002 Thiruvananthap-
uram party congress, Mr. Bard-
han warned that even though
the Bharatiya Janata Party was
“defeated, it is not broken.” He
said the Communist parties
were now the target of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

Spelling out the party’s ap-
proach in the political and ide-

The Communist Party of India chief A.B.Bardhan addressing a rally on the eve of
19th Party Congress in Chandigarh on Tuesday. Photo: R. V. Moorthy

ological battle against the
BJP/RSS, he said the CPI was
sharpening its tools to take on
these organisations. “You will
not find the Communists lack-
ing in taking them on,” Mr.
Bardhan said.

In his 45-minute address, the
CPI general secretary did not
spare the Congress. The strate-
gies in Jharkhand and Bihar ex-
posed the assumptions of the
Congress leaders that the party

had become strong enough af-
ter the Lok Sabha polls to cap-
ture power on its own in State
after State. He admitted that the
CP1 too made mistakes in Bihar.

The CPl leader said the
amendment to the Patents
Acthad the potential to push
the cost of life-saving drugs out
of the common man’s reach.
Though not all-of its amend-
ments were accepted, the Left
parties bad strategically denied

Support to UPA Government N
< not in perpetuity: Bardhan ’ ™

the BJP an opportunity to bail
the Government out of the sit-
uation, he sald.

The Punjab CP! leaders crit-
icised the attitude of the Ama-
rinder Singh Government and
its decision to privatise power
and introduce contract farm-
ing. Agitations in industries, the
agrarian crisis, growing unem-
ployment and drug abuse, they
said, were sigps that all was not
well i Pun)ab
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Support to UPA govt
temporary, says CPI

CAUTIONING THE UPA
government against tak
ing CPI support for grant-
ed, party general secretary
A. B. Bardhan on Tuesday *
maintained that his par-
ty’s support was only tem-
porary. If the government
continued to deviate from
the common minimum pr-
ogramme, the CPI was op- -
en to considering with- A. B. Bardhan
drawal of support, he said.

Addressing a rally, a day before the begin-
ning of 19th CPI Congress in Chandigarh on
Tuesday, Bardhan criticised the government
for passing Patents Bill, encouraging privati-
sation and ‘ignoring’ the interests of common
people. He added that the CPI had not taken a
pledge to continue supporting the UPA forever.

Setting the tone for the Congress in which
about 800 delegates from India and other coun-
tries are participating, Bardhan said develop-
ment in Indo-Pak ties, sale of F-16s and F-18s,
repercussions of Patents Bill and strategy of
the party on continuation of support to UPA
would be taken up at the Congress.

HTC, Chandigarh
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 25. The Com-
munist Party of India said today
that the last word on the Patents
Actl, amended by Parliament
last week, was yet to be said.
“The Government has ac-
cepted several suggestions
made by us but there are pitfalls
still. For instance, rise in the
prices of pharmaceutical drugs
and what is reasonable royaity,”
the CPI general secretary, A.B.

Bardhan, said at a press
conference.
However, the charge that

supporting the Bill was a “sell-
out” was too strong, he said. Mr.
Bardhan denied that there were
differences among the Left par-
ties over the approach. The
amendments suggestion was a
joint move.

Pension Bill

Mr. Bardhan said the Left
parties were opposed to the
Pension Development Fund
Regulatory Authority Bill, as
they did not_agree with such
provisions-a5 making it a con-

a sell-out:

tributory scheme and placing
the pension fund in stock mar-
ket. Several companies in the
United States had lost money in
similar operations, he pointed
out. Asked what the Left parties
attitude would be if the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment took the help of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party for passing
the Pension Bill, Mr. Bardhan
said: “Will it be a proper politi-
cal signal from the Congress to
the Left parties that were sup-
porting the UPA Government
from outside?”

Party congress

On the five-day 19th party
congress beginning in Chandi-
garh next week, Mr. Bardhan
said it would take up political
and organisational issues.

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) general secretary,
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, the
All-India Forward Bloc general
secretary, Debabrata Biswas,
the CPI (ML) general secretary,
Deepankar Bhattacharjee, and
the Revolutionary Socialist Par-
ty MP, Abani Roy, would deliver

CPI

their messages to the congress.
Around 750 delegates, including
alternate delegates, invitees and
veterans are expected to attend
the congress.

The main documents such as
the draft political resolution,
the political review report and
the report on organisation
would be placed for discussion.

Mr. Bardhan said that 29 del-
egations from 25 countries
would represent the Communi-
st and Workers Parties attend-
ing the congress, including one
each from Bangladesh, Pakis-
tan, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

There would be participants
from Australia, South Africa,
Canada, France, Germany,
Greece, l[taly, Portugal, Russia,
Syria, Palestine, Brazil and Cuba
among others.

The congress would elect a
new national council and gen-
eral secretary. Asked whether
the party was considering re-
creating the post of deputy gen-
eral secretary, one that Mr.
Bardhan held before, he said it
was for the party congress to
decide.

26 MAR 2005



SaNNUD
Mmau  Jo  uolquysp oypads
®IBYI0 oy pue ANqeIUd
-red jo odods syl woyy papnp
-X3 0¢ 0} swisie31001d|W sem
ouo ‘paydasoe jou alem sju3UL
-puduIE Y} JO OM) pies IH
's8nap pojudred jo sowurdiuod
ueipu] Aq 1odxa pue uonednd
~de 00uoy] Alosindwod 3urlapis
-u0d 1oy pouad swp ixoqjrew
ui uonesjdde yim s8nup jo aam
-JpjnuBW panupuod ‘Aupqe 3ut
-4N10BJNUBW JNOYNM SALIIUNOD
71 Lodxa ‘stuored 03 uonsoddo
wers-asd jo uonwiolsal :Junua
Jed aiemijos ou ‘Anjiqeiudred
10 UOIDMISA1 JO SBIIB UDAIS
n yj97 oy Aq possordxa suian
02 3Y} PpIssaIppE UMD
-AOD) Y1 A(Q pajqe] s1USWPUAWE
WL weaweardy SJMl oy ul

a(qefieak spiendajes payuy ayl
UOAD JO 3sn ayew o) Sulmun
pareadde pue jsaidyur onqnd
Suipte321sip sem  JuawuIaA0l
oY) 1Byl MIIA QY3 JO UD3Q dABY
sonred 1jo7 o) pres ay ‘sjuawt
-puowe  ayr 01 3uuIdjy
pies ay | ‘a1d
-oad ayy yumpooy o1 3uikn st
d{d 2y ‘eannuwo)) Arejuauier|
-1 B 01 pal1ajal aq iid oyl ey
Sutdes £g g 1uesaxd sy) 10§
)jeip oY) patedaid osje pey pue
sjudWIpPUdWE  ZOOZ PUB BE6T
ay) passed sey jey) JUOWIUId
-AOC) UMO S} SBM I JBL]) 12810}
0] SN SJUBM PUE SYJUOW M3J 1SB|
Ayl Ul 20UBUIPIO SiuLled o)
sute8e  9[88nns  apimAnunod
o jo 1ed ® aq 0} pasnyai ij,,
‘o3e Yoam ®
:mﬁmmﬁ IoUBUIPI() Y} 0} Uon
N

-1soddo s poosunouue dfg aya
‘auays Surusjesp Jururejurew
Igye pres ay °,2[01 pajej-aiq
-nop pue snoignp,, s IoJ d(g
AY) paspNLID os[e 1BIRY I
‘pies 9y  ‘uoneiuswsjdwy sy ur
Aeme palanily 10U aIe 1Y SIUD
-led a3} Suipusuae ui paasryoe
suted ays 1eys aunsua o) pannb
-21 sI 9ouefSIa Jeyl asieal san
-1ed )JorT oy 1,, JUSWILIDAOY) AU
uo anssaxd Ajdde oy ajdoad ast
-fiqgows pue ydqj 01 yoeoidde ayy
Uo JUIWUISA0L) Ydf) 341 UYim
SIOUAIAJJIP 2ABY O) SNUNUOD
sanaed 1397 a1 1By pasiseyduws
lerey Iy ‘Owip sures oy} 1y
‘1s319ut o1iqnd ssaIppe ey
suolIe[sISa] [euoneU 10BUS 01 Al
-[IQ® S,UOPEU 3] UO SUONIRIIWIY
919A9s sogeld jjosil JuswidaIide
SJI4.] 2U? 2ouls aInseaul [[ng ut

Lo “CO\,,»»T@EMQ lews e — wucmEfﬁsm

JO 9Ied uaye] aq 10U PINOI 1SAIN
-ur s, AnUnca ay) ‘payoune| sem
udredures e ssojun pres Aayj,
192w
ssaxd oY) 1e jussard ose oIMm
‘led puey) dny ‘diym Jaryd ey
-qes o1 (IN}IdD ays pue eley "
‘AIg1a109s [euoneu [dD) 2yl ‘uef
-eIeAd( ') ‘ATB121098 S ‘semsig
eleiqeqa ‘Are1oidas  [eiouad
J0jg premioj elpu] [V 94l
‘ ‘sansed 1391
ayy Aq 9ousrayuod ssaid jutof e
Je pres ‘Jerey ysejeld ‘Ioquiatu
neaing H{od (ISIXIBN) BIpU] JO
Areq istunwiwior) ayl | ‘uoyes
-1ue81Q apeL] PHIOM 3 JO INO
11 Suiig pue Juowsaide (SAML)
siydry A1rodoid [enadefpiuj jo
s1oadsy palejey apelf, ayr win)
-I3A0 0} 3¢ PINYYS Wiie e W
forp] pue ‘poyudf usaq sey 1ey

R

ameq jews © AJUo S 11 " anssI
3y uo s1saIauf feuorieu jo Jur
-piengajes oty 1oj Burudredwed
U23q aABY OUM ISOY] 10 3dUBA
-pe lofew e SI sjuswpuswe
Mmau a2y jo uoneilodiodul 3y)
1B) 2a31Rq sented o1 aylL,,
ardoad
uBIpU] jO INOAR) UT (Hd1) SISy
fiodoig remospeIUf UO UONIS
-od at]) 92ueieq 03 UONESIIqOW
ssewr y3noiyy u uo ainssaid
Ardde o3 pastroid pue [pig jua
-puswy s1used 3yl ul sadueyd
ajerodiodul 01  JUSWIUIAAOD
aouely oaissaidolg  paiuf
ayy 8upiroy £q 1s9r83Ul feUOn
-eu pienS8ajes 01 ,,apIeq [[BUIS,,
v uom Aayy pres Aepoy santed
o1 YL "£T HOYVIN ‘IH13@ M3IN

juapuodsaxion repadg mp Ag
Y

we sjusyed

2 4 MAR 2000

THE py



REUZAA mﬁm

mm G P 2

”Wﬂ?r—w#m
(oo e A

EeiTeR aferaww: ffE, 3% IF— 3T B @
AEER AT AfeRPE GIe e WA,
@IRSTER | (BT Tepivem) e Sorg ¢ aw
T | Reta (o o= (e e @ o 9
forg B9 o9 0| Wi v e
Afefrm IPEY SASHTE o0 | Ao
TR FAF TG AP AR (Ve e A
LIS 3T B @ TEtaE (T S o
TG ST Al AT | GO AGANSCS WHS G5
v (@M 7 [ o 1 sig AEitas 39 @
AT O AE, WEES B AqEm o w0
o4 | G 2fERR a7 o @W Afeamind
Her9 SIS | FofE T (e e msere
AT A T (@9 | B B arr
AL oi1E, MEIsT 9, BT 2 Wi wwwm
e, R @S, ST @ g TN 9w,
WAS GG A3 FACHAT G4 (MFS [0 @
7 PR 2SR A e BES el T TP
AT o TG A AR S A
bR G (73 | IR Greme Tafoss el el |
S A TAMI G ST IS 75 ANl
A7 Ty e SR Mo a9 s &
& 5 @3 @7 T @ wirg s 9B e
eioa 2@ w0 | g amsige e cefh
WA s dF R @ B 9z v B g-q o
e Irefs T et Ko eraa e
T sRRfea o She-swalfa) 57 {5 9w e
FBIT 2 F0ET, T (oI55 ALy e swiefa
R 3B B @ g3 AN (@ AomE Gl
BIACE OICE F19%® S | Feibh atem, fw-aifaey
AoISE WA W I wpw Weew
FUORIA, G2 SRR (S5 (77| (943 FA 517
CeIF S| SN @3 FRFF B TN
et | Bfeem vt wfsitg (IGS sHlimE
TooNIdRy 0Es 3 SEH TN AL SEf,
wrere 31 | T $RE RGN @ (A5S Fare
03 @3w, o O Gimre w11 9 (e T
<52 s @enrs | T e e gm
areis Sy fice =ifa 1) #i1fd, 43 ez
ffafaamafens Iaae #@ TEEe TR Fas |

2 @ for Ao G B S Re e wweifes
5ITe SR LTSIy f2fF ware v, wE (oid
(2L (o1t il SR M o @1 R @
fot (3 faree e facate, G2 99 Ansics e 3T
7 Q-(& | WA GApers Ao R | FHAT
fafee s amfE wonws (SerE, AR,
FByifes afufbee, @ Aomn il wme
FULT | AT GBI (N i wETe sy
GIFN (AT AT EINETOE IR
e Tawre 7 (@ 9, qieaifer wig o Ands
TS forgelt 3om | WA JAEs (o free o
N | I 97 (-6 @ 7T 5o o W B o
O WYL TP 5@ N WETE (G798 (AR
forafeet | g werg awfese e, @sE
WIAR SEIT (NES1F OEe ~4% 7¥, sias fawg
oA | wsrey 7@ o 992 97 [ @ @oF
WD S | SEE eF (Feq ) G
FACIA, 9 ToI03 wee ISR 2rel GraATRe e |
R 72 e apiee i e fowoe s
vl | g Seelvemg @i TS e
TR e B B b R (Al K AR G RN
SEE @9 O & @ “fawme (Gre EE, W9
ceorefore fam e @31 Hnfe: ofiftre
T 7 GTE CTRSNES FF+1 |
fafliead: aQEe Tk EAed @
TR AR SN v el @i
CHEAT (71 AT | WG AEPTOR @ oL T
@@ e G @ 4 Ay e,
TR Redisad A g ) Frees RS
wylefa o wm s ovme e s
Prarg zate| ate o8 agEe AER AT F9Y
AIBAT ST ARMA| WheS  5eNl ApAE
ey crm @Resifd stemema g
BIET 20 SJAofon @ SgfRRIeaTera oy |
cofemie e (o et o imsi8rn (@ ensifs
TEEA, ©id O SEIAEEAR e Srdly
FAE LR B B e, st qwd @
TG (PRTAN FGIF B AR, OIS WRANWS
TS o 9T wF S @ [AG Am wqna e |
& (& fo =g enfcare, (ormim s el (@live
SNI2if§ FAT | Y008 ANFAT WA (AFE 3
NG (AT [IFS IS T (1T DA AT
ALHIY B TG (A AT A @G|




Left walks out
over pension,
fund authority

HT Correspondent « % . A
Vil

New Delhi, March 21

i

THREATENING TO vote agai-
nst the Bill when it came up in
Parliament, members of Left
parties walked out of the Lok
Sabha on Monday, opposing the
introduction of a bill for the es-
tablishment of an authority to
promote old-age income securi-
ty by regulating pension funds.

The Pension Fund Regulato-
ry and Development Authority
Bill, 2005, introduced by Union
finance minister P Chidamba-
ram, seeks to replace an ordi-
nance promulgated on Decem-
ber 29, 2004.

It provides for the establish-
ment of a Pension Fund Regu-
latory and Development Auth-
ority (PFRDA), which will
undertake promotional, deve-
lopmental and regulatory fun-
ctions of pension funds. The
Bill empowers the authority
to regulate the New Pension
Scheme as amended from
time to time by the central
government,

Opposing introduction of
the Bill, V. Radhakrishnan,
CPI(M), asked what was the ur-
gency to promulgate an ordi-
nance since the NPS was al-
ready in operation from Janu-
ary 1, 2004 through a notifica-
tion. Basudeb Acharia, also of
the CPI(M), contended that the
Bill would adversely affect
lakhs of employees.

Gurudas Dasgupta, CPI, said
the Bill was an “open backdoor
policy” followed by the finance
minister who was “playing his
cards close to his chest”.

Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee too opposed
the proposed Bill as well as op-
posing the introduction of the
value added tax (VAT).

Trade union members affili-
ated to Left parties have alre-
ady met government officials
to convey their opposition to
the PFRDA, proposed for re-
cruits who joined government
service after January 2004.

More than 40,000 central gov-
ernment employees are alrea-
dy covered by the NPS and it
had become imperative to re-
place the interim arrangement
with proper infrastructure un-
der a regulatory framework in
order to avoid complications.
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CPM meet focuses
on social re

NEW DELHI, March 20.
— Social reform as a part
of class struggle? The CPI-
M’s politburo has com-
pleted discussions on the
subject and the central

committee meeting is
going on. The agenda: cur-
rent political develop-
ments, the recent elections
in Bihar, Jharkhand and
Haryana, the Patents Bill
and also, how to incorpo-
rate ways of using social
reform movements to
“break new ground” as
mentioned in the draft
political resolution for its
18th Congress in April.
The draft political reso-
lution  highlights  five
major issues: fighting for
the Dalits who constantly
face caste oppression,
making social justice a
part of the common demo-
cratic platform, viewing
women’s issues as a class
issue, fighting for the trib-
als’ access to land, their

i,
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cultural rights and the
fight against obscurantism.
This last includes untouch-
ability, caste discrimina-
tion, dowry, female
foeticide and minority
baiting.

The resolution says:
“The party should take the
lead in taking up social
issues for campaigns and
struggles.” This wouid be
an effort to “link the Left
with the other socially
oppressed sections”.

Other issues before the
party include the current
support to the UPA gov-
ernment. While there will
be no review of the sup-
port, discussions on how
things are going in terms
of coordination are
expected.

The CPI-M will also see
how the common mini-
mum programme agenda
is being implemented,
especially in sectors in
which the party had taken
initiatives.

The CPI-M was a part of
the alliance of Mr Lalu

e

Ml 'ﬁ

Prasad in Bihar which did
not do as well as expected
in the recent Assembly
elections there. Even in
Jharkhand, where the
anti-NDA platform expec-
ted an easy victory, Mr
Arjun Munda managed to
hold on to power after a
short interregnum and
high drama.

During the meeting, the
CPI-M may look at the
caste forces in the heart-
land and look at social
reform so that it can mcve
forward. Standing by fthe
backward and depres:sed
classes, who are often t or-
tured in rural are as,
could help bring more s up-
port.

One example be ing
examined is the case of Mr
Amra Ram, the CPI -M
candidate from Sik :ar,
Rajasthan. A Dalit leac ler,
he has successfully fou ght
for the right of memb ers
of his community to r ide
horses during weddir 1gs,
something that was not
possible in the past.



Patents Bill: Left
climbs down, BJP

still belli

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA | "
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

THE CPM, which was op-
posed to the Patents Bill, on
Friday said the Left parties’
parleys with the UPA govern-
menton the matter had yielded
some results with the accep-

tance of seven of the 12amend-

ments they had suggested.

- “Talks are now on with the
government for the remaining
five amendments we have sug-
gested to the Bill,” party lead-
ers Nilotpal Basu and Rupc-
hand Pal told reporters here.

They lashed out at the BJP
for opposing the Bill now say-
ing it has no justification to do
so"as the ordinance was pre-
pared by the NDA govern-
ment led by them.

The CPM leaders said
three of the five remaining is-
sues were important as they
were regarding micro-organ-
isms, infringement of patent
safeguards and pre-patent ob-
jections. On product patent-
ing, Basu said the UPA gov-

gerent’'

t 19"
ernment was favduring post-
patent objections'instead of
pre-patent ones. “Without !
these amendments, we are not
accepting the Bill in its present
form,” Basu and Pal said.

Meanwhile, the BIP on Fri-
daysaid it would press forvoting
andnot allow passage of the Bill
in Parliament by Voice Vote if
the government does not refer
ittoa Standing Committee or a
Joint Select Committee. “From
the Opposition to the introduc-
tion of the Bill seen today it has
become very clear that several
parties in the ruling and Opposi-
tion alliance are against the Bill
initspresent form. The govern-
ment should refer it to a Stand-
ing Committee or Joint Select
Committee”, BJP Parliamen-
tary Party Spokesman VK
Malhotra told reporters.

Asked about the party’s
stand in the event of the govern-
ment not referring the Billto ei-
ther committees, he said, “Then
wewill press for division and will
not allow it to be passed
through Voice Vote”. |

'NDIAN EXPRESS
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“RSP wants review of
Left su]?pont to U@/

Aloke Banerjee
Kolkata, February 23 L

THE RSP, a prominent partner of
the Left Front, is shooting off a let-
ter to the CPI, CPI(M) and the For-
ward Bloc, asking them to “serious-
ly consider” whether to continue
giving support to the Congress-led
UPA government at the Centre.

The decision was taken during the
just concluded three-day national
conference of the party at Pondich-
ery, where RSP general secretary K.
Pankajakshan said his party “will
not support the UPA government for
an indefinite period.” He also said,
RSP would take its own decision ir-
respective of the stand taken by the
other three Left parties.

“At the time of formation of the
UPA government at the centre, the
four Left parties had decided to give
it critical outside support on the ba-
sis of mutially agreed common min-
imum programme. The UPA is in-
tentionally violating the Common
Minimum Programme (CMP). 1t is
high time the Left parties seriously
reconsider its support,” the RSP let-
ter says. The letter will be sent to the
general secretaries of the CPI,
CPI(M) and the Forward Bloc on
Friday.

Wwe 6 VA

RSP leaders, however are of the
view that while the Forward Bloc
will agree to its proposal to with-
draw support, the CPI and the
CPI(M) will not like to bring down
the Congress-led government and
plunge the country into another
election. The RSP, on the contrary,
will not be blamed for pulling down
the government even if it unilateral-
ly withdraws support because it has
only three MPs in the Lok Sabha

During a seminar organised by
the RSP on the sidelines of its na-
tional conference, which concluded
on Sunday, Forward bloc general sec-
retary Debabrata Biswas categori-
cally said that his party was not in
favour of continuing support to the
government,

The RSP national conference felt
that several of the Centre’s deci-
sions such as relaxing the FDI cap in
the telecom and banking sectors and
amendment of the Patent Act were
affecting the image of the Left .

Veteran RSP leader and its state
secretary Debabrata Banerjee told
HT that his party would seek a met-
1ng of the four Left ,partles before

Bloc had initially
ort a Congress-led

i
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" Govt Lists 44 PSUs For Selloff After Budget Session

Left May Go Hammer &

Tongs, Dlvgstmet IsOn

Swaraj Thapa

" NEW DELH 20 FEBRUARY l Y

HE Left’s protests have not /]
sapped the government’s en-

thusiasm for reforms, partic-
ularly disinvestment. The govern-
ment has already identified 44 com-
panies, in which it wants to partially
offload equity, and the processis ex-
pected to be kicked off after the
Budget session.

Government managers said the
PSUs in which government holding
is almost 100% may be first on the
divestment block. These include
companies like NTPC, National
Mineral Development Corpora-
tion, Neyveli Lignite, Ircon, MMTC
and Scooters India.

Keeping in mind the Left’s sensi-
tivity, two key benchmarks have
been kept while putting forward
proposals for divestment of govern-
ment equity in PSUs. The first is to
retain 75% stake and sell the rest.
The second proposal for PSUs in
which over 25% stake has already
been offloaded entails retaining
51% equity with the government.

Party leaders pointed out that the
policy is in line with the UPA CMP
which says “public sector compa-
nies and nationalised banks will be
encouraged to enter the capital
market to raise resources and offer
new investment avenues to retail
investors”.

et

Until the pressure from the Left

parties, the government had hoped
toraise resources of nearly Rs 2,400
crore this year itself from the divest-
ment of stake in Maruti and Bhel.
While a 10% stake sale was pro-
posed in Bhel, in Maruti it was pro-
posedtobe 7.5%.

Mindful of the Left’s stand, gov-
ernment managers have empha-
sised that the objective was not to
privatise the PSUs but raise re-
sources for development projects.
At a follow-up meeting earlier this
month after the Bhel and Maruti
decisions were put off on January
27, government managers told Left
leaders that offloading partial equi-
ty would strengthen the companies
as it would provide them with
funds for revitalisation.

1t has promised routing of a sub-
stantial chunk of the disinvestment
proceeds for education and health.
The UPA CMP has pledged to set

The Ecomomic Time:

' RED HEAT

aside at least 6% of GDP for educa-
tion besides raising public spending
on health to 2-3% of GDP in five
years. Government managers con
tend that unless funds are raisec
through such processes, achieving
these targets would not be possible.

The Left has also been told that
part of the money will also go into
revitalising the profit-earning PSUs
as well as some of the loss-making
ones where tumarounds can be
made. Companies like Neyveli Lig-
nite, National Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation, Kudremukh
Iron, National Fertilizers, Trcon,
MMTC and Scooters India may be
early on the list since the govern-
ment owns almost 100% equity in
these companies. Even if the gov-
emment retains 75% stake in these
companies, it can still dispose equi-
ty of 18.56% in Neyveli Lignite,
24% in Kudremukh, 25% in Ircon
and 24.34% in MMTC

ey [gvmwmwmmvém
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KOLKATA: The recently-concluded 21st State
Conference of the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) in West Bengal gave notice to
the United Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment at the Centre on the continuing “ab-
sence of evidence” of implementation of
policies to improve the lot of the econom-
ically weak as enunciated in the Common
Minimum Programme. It also underscored
the political imperative of extending the
party’s influence and programme to those
States where its presence still remains mar-

NEWS ANALYSIS

ginal in electoral terms, reiterating the need
to examine why this is so.

The two concerns are expected to be de-
bated in detail at the party congress in New
Delhi in April. The significance of choosing
the capital as the venue by a party that has
set its sights on playing a greater role at the
national level in the consolidation of demo-
cratic and secular forces across the country
cannot be missed.

Though there was no wavering in its con-
tinued outside support to the Manmohan
Singh Government there was talk of a rigor-
ous stock-taking of the Centre’s perform-
ance at the party congress when a fresh
assessment of the emerging political situa-
tion would determine the future course of
action. The Union Budget proposals will al-
so present the CPI (M) leadership with an

——

< CPI(M) putsyy ¢
ntre on notice

opportunity to check on the Centre’s policy
priorities. There was little concealing the
disappointment, shared by senior party
leaders, over the Centre’s continuing failure
to live up to the CMP’s expectations. Their
criticism did not end with issues related to
moves to increase foreign direct investment
in key sectors but also on the Centre’s disin-
vestment policies, which it was pointed out,
were not much different from the National
Democratic Alliance Government.
Challenging times

The times were not only “politically com-
plex” but “economically challenging in the
wake of globalisation,” it was argued. In the
context of the latter, the Conference en-
dorsed the Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee's
Government's policies on industrial resur-
gence in West Bengal and opening the
doors to foreign capital inflows in sectors
where it would result in employment gen-
eration and revitalising the rural economy.

Mr. Bhattacharjee, while speaking on the
resolution “The Left Front Government and
Our Task” that was subsequently adopted,
said there was no “road map” for develop-
ment policies aimed at the uplift of the poor
at a time when “capital was being global-
ised.” He called for pragmatism, caution
and continuous debate and introspection
to negotiate future possibilities and navi-
gate unknown courses. This perception —
not just in the economic realm but also in
the political domain — seemed to underpin
the three-day deliberations.

THE MDY
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Left partles preparing

By Our Special Correspondent ‘%/ﬂonmen@ for higher FDI ﬂjvg

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. Having op-
posed the decision to hike for-
eign direct investment in the
banking sector to 74 per cent,
the Left parties are engaged in a
discussion to finalise a note to
be presented to the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government
with details of their objections.

The parties have reservations
over the Centre’s move to
merge public sector banks and
allow foreign banks to pick up
stakes in private sectors banks
in a phased manner. Suggesti-
ons were being sought from
banking federations and others
concerned based on which the
final note would be prepared.

One major concern is priority
sector lending and credit-de-
posit ratio in rural areas, which,
they say, have already fallen
from about 66 per cent in 1990
to 56 per cent in 2002.

The argument given by the
Finance Minister, P. Chidamba-
ram, to raise the FDI cap — that
it would create an “enabling en-

leading to “infusion of new
technology and management
practices” resulting in “en-
hanced competitiveness” — is
countered on the ground that
raising the equity cap does not
ensure higher FDI inflows. Nor
does higher FDI inflow neces-
sarily imply infusion of such
technology and management
practices that are competitive.

Lure of high profits

In a background note, the
Left parties argued that this
should be seen in the context
that regulatory framework to
ensure diversified ownership
had been diluted to pave the
way for foreign banks acquiring
private banks within a short pe-
riod. The apprehension is that
the lure of high profits from
treasury operations was attract-
ing foreign banks toward India.
There is also the possibility that
promoters of private banks
might want to make quick gains
by selling off their stake to for-
eign banks and foreign institu-

THE HINDU

alance sheets look good.

Yet another area that could
suffer on account of the open-
ing up of the sector was rural
credit. As it is there has been a
contraction in rural banking
and in priority sector lending,
particularly preferential lending
to the poor. It was noted that
the number of bank offices in
rural areas that rose from 17 per
cent in 1969 to 58 per cent in
1990 had now come down be-
low 50 per cent. Similarly, the 40
per cent target set by the Re-
serve Bank for priority sector
lending stood at 33 per cent in
1996.

Priority sector lending

While it showed an apparent
increase to 36 per cent, this was
primarily on account of the in-
clusion of the information tech-
nology and agri-processing
sectors. Loans to multinationals
involved in agri-business, in-
cluding those making chips,
cornflakes and other such prod-
ucts, were shown as lending to

note on FDI In banklng
ZMMS while their ‘

priority sector. On the other
hand, the share of agriculture in
total outstanding advances of
scheduled commercial banks
fell steadily from 15 per cent in
1989 to 10.5 per cent in 2000.-

The note said the agrarian
crisis had contributed to the
ouster of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance Government.
Even now the redlity of rural In-
dia was often forgotten during
discussions on economic re-
forms, in general, and bankmg
reforms, in particular.

The share of priority sector
credit in the total outstanding
net credit of foreign banks was !
34 per cent in 2002. Similarly,
on the contention that the non-
performing assets of Indian
banks was coming down, it was
pointed out that while gross and
net NPAs as a per cent of total
assets or as a per cent of gross or
net advances had shown a grad-
ual decline over the last few
years, the absolute values of
gross or net NPAs continued to
rise for almost all categories of

banks.
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[ unfazed by
VéPM s big "'/
brothqg; policy

Our Political Bureau

"NEW DELHI 10 FEBRUARY

HE CPI on Thursday made

I it clear that itis not going to

be cowed down by the
CPM’s tendency to use labels of
disapprobation against those
who try to question their ideo-
logical and tactical flip-flop. Un-
fazed by the angry reaction from
the CPM general secretary, the
CPI on Thursday made it clear
that it will push for a
debate on the reunifi-
cation of the commu-
nist movement.

A day after Mr Sur- [
jeet rejected the CPI
proposal through a
distasteful verbal at-
tack at the West Ben-
gal party state confer-
ence, the CPI chief
A.B. Bardhan on Thursday said
his response to Mr Surjeet would
be from equally appropriate par-
ty forum.

There are indications that he
would use the CPI state confer-
ence in Kolkata on February 13
for placing his side of the story.

Mr Bardhan appeared calm a
day after Mr Surjeet used outdat-
ed Marxist cliches to divert the
focus of the debate from the core
issue of the CPM’s U-turn on its
original anti-Congress ideologi-
cal and tactical position. He also
said the CPIwas not “bargaining”
as Mr Surjeet said in his attempt
to underplay the unity proposal
asan attempt of the declining CP1
tosave its face.

Although he maintained that
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he was not going to conduct the
debate through the media, Mr
Bardhan told reporters: “Our ap-
proach to the question of Left
unity and specially a unity of the
Communist parties is cleatly spelt
out in the draft political resolu-
tion for the party Congress. We
are not in the business of bargain-
ing. We are only secking a debate
on the need for Communist uni-
ty, taking into account the chal-
lenges that the Communist par-
ties are facing.”

While Mr Bardhan
refused togobeyondit,
his colleagues stepped
intotellthe CPM toget
down the real issues
4 vather than playing to
the gallery. “Mr Surjeet
has rightly said that
Marxism is not a dog-
ma. There can be dif-
ferences in interpretation but it
has to relate to the objective reali-
ty,” CPI central secretariat mem-
ber Shamim Faizee said.

Responding to Mr Suzjeet use
of not-so-pleasant labels “revi-
sionist” and “pro-Moscow party
which has lost out on both ideo-
logical and tactical positions,” a
CPI executive member asked:
“What has happen to that 1964
mode! made-in-China CPM,
which based itself on anti-Con-
gress politics. Why are the CPM
leaders today sitting along with
the same Congress leaders in the
Congress-Left coordination com-
mittees. Is it the triumph of the
CPM'’s original ideological and
tactical position or it an admis-
sion of its failure?” Vs
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" Ghisingh poll threat
cloud on CPM meet

BARUN GHOSH

Calcutta, Feb. 9: Insiders be-
lieve Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council chief Subash Ghis-
ingh’s threat against polls to
the body is looming on the
CPM’s state conference that
began today at Kamarhati in
North 24-Parganas.

“The uncertainty over the
impending polls in Darjeel-
ing is of utmost concern to us
after Ghisingh refused to
participate in the ensuing
polls to the hill council,” said
a key CPM functionary.

The three-day conference
affords party functionaries a
chance to discuss and chalk
out organisational strategy
for the next three years.

Though a meeting betwe-
en Ghisingh and chief minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee began yesterday on a wa-
rm note, Ghisingh left in a
huff midway, saying his par-
ty would not participate in
the polls “till problems of the
council” were sorted out.

Jyoti Basu was “dis-

turbed” over Ghisingh’s sud-

den “turnaround”. “I don’t
know what will happen if
Ghisingh refuses to partici-
pate in the poll process. We
still hope good sense will pre-
vail on him so that elections
are held peacefully in the
hills,” said the CPM veteran.

The DGHC was formed
during Basu’s tenure as chief
minister following a tripar-
tite accord among represen-
tatives from the Centre, the
state government and the
GNLF in August 1988.

Over a dozen delegates
from Darjeeling, led by CPM
district secretary S.P. Lepcha,
at the conference fear violen-
ce would revisit the hills if el-
ections are not held as sched-
uled. Lepcha is believed to ha-
ve requested the chief minis-
ter to brief the party’s hill
leaders on his meeting with
Ghisingh.

Bhattacharjee, who also
oversees party affairs in the
hills, is expected to meet the
delegates on Friday.

The government is also in

THE TELEGRAPH
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a ﬁx on its course of acti
the polls are postponed.
affairs officials met to dis-
cuss their options, including
extending the council’s term
or appointing an administra-
tor, both of which will need
amendments to the Darjeel-
ing Gorkha (Autonomous)
Hill Council Act.
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KOLKAYA, FEB. 9. There should be
no “bargaining”’ on the subject
of unification of the two Com-
munist parties which is now be-
ing sought by “those who had
once called us splitters,” the
general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist),
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said
here today. But, one could join
the party if one so chooses, he
said. Even without his mention-
ing names it was obvious that
Mr. Surjeet was reacting to a
suggestion of Communist unity
reportedly reiterated by the
general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of India, A.B.
Bardhan, at his party's 22nd
State conference at Nalgonda in
Andhra Pradesh earlier this
week.

Mr. Surjeet was inaugurating
the three-day 21st State Confer-
ence of the West Bengal CPI(M)
at Kamarhati in North 24 Parga-
nas district about 20 km from
here. Among those present
were the Polit Bureau mem-
bers, Jyoti Basu and Prakash

Karat, the West Bengal Chief
I Minister, Buddhadeb Bhatta-
fcharjeeL the Left Front chair-
! man, Biman Bose and the State

secretary}pxil Biswas. A min-
v

ute’s silence was observed in
memory of victims of the tsu-
nami tragedy.

The CPI had split in 1964 fol-
lowing differences within the
party on theoretical issues. The
CPI(M), Mr. Surjeet recalled,
had been formed on the princi-
ple of adopting an independent

line. There has been talk of de-

viations but any deviation
should be judged on the basis
of practice.

Marxism a science

“Marxism is a science and
not a dogma. We should dis-
cuss matters and decide what is
right or not for practical imple-
mentation,” he said.

Mr. Surjeet had a good word
for the CPI(M) leadership in
West Bengal where the success
of the party was indication
enough that “we are on the cor-
rect path.” He recalled the cri-
sis in the socialist world and the
subsequent deviations from
party lines in the latter stages of
the last century. Yet, even dur-
ing such times, the West Bengal
CPI(M) had steered clear of any
possible fall-outs within the

party.

The CPI(M), he said, pursued
a line independent of that be-
ing adopted by communist par-

~No bargaining on unification
CPI, CPI(M): Surjeet

ties in other countries such as
China where socialism was be-
ing consolidated in a different
manner. No single module
could be applied in all coun-
tries; it would vary from nation
to nation, Mr. Surjeet added.

Both Mr. Basu and Mr. Karat
later defended the CPIM)’s
stand on foreign direct invest-
ment. The interests of the peo-
ple should be safeguarded
when it comes to such invest-
ment, Mr. Basu said while
speaking on the sidelines of the
conference. There were no con-
tradictions within the party on
the subject, Mr. Karat added.

Neither was there any incon-
sistency in the party’s stand. It
had supported such investment
in the information technology
sector but was opposed to any
such move in sectors of strate-
gic importance. A draft Politi-
cal-Organisational Resolution
and another on “The Left Front
Government and Our Task”
were placed during the day at
the conference by Mr. Biswas
for discussion and endorse-
ment. The deliberations will
conclude on February 11 and
the resolutions adopted delin-
eated at an open session of the
party in Kolkata the following
day.
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Left 0pp

Our Political Burea
NEW DELHI 4 FEBRUARY

HE Left, which is gearing

I up for yet another inter-
ventionin the policy calcu-

tus of the UPA government, has
protested against changes in the
banking sector, particularly the
proposal to hike the FDI compo-
nent and voting rights cap in for-
¢ign banks. In a critique on the
government’s proposal to en-
hance FD! cap in banking, the
Lelt parties said it is completely
against any amendment in the

Banking Rwulauon A(t

“The UPA should not make
any effort to bypass Parliament
by adopting the notification

route. Notifying the dilution of

the Banking Regulation Act, al-
lowing acquisi-
tion of shares
above the existing RBI guidelines
by foreign investors and subse-
quently presenting the amend-
ment in Parliament as a fait ac-
compli would not be acceptable,”
the note said.

The Left also threatened to
1ake on the government in Par-

n 1 whc it brings the
amendment for removing the
cap on voting rights. “This would
require an amendment of Sec-
tion 12(2) of the Banking Regu-
lation Act. The Left parties stand
completely op-
posed 1o this
proposed amendment.”

The Left, in its note, has put
forward the familiar reservations
against bank de-regulation. It
said deregulation will “enhance
the scope of speculative activities
and expose the finandal system
to the risks associated with

/

oses ban kmg reforms

volatile capital flows”. To ram in
this point further, the note has
also quoted the views of their

favourite former World Bank

chief Joseph Stiglitz.

The Left charged the govern-
ment with pressuring the RBI to
change its views on de- regula-
tion. “The government is forcing
RBIto change its guidelines.

This will weaken the regulato-
ry framework,” the note pointed
out. The Left note said needs of
rural India were not considered
while planning changes in bank-
tng sector.

==ainenc ) AALITRAATE

The Economic Times
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“‘CPM protest over FDI

.
| hypocrisy
trying to fool the %e%)ple with a?l‘ of the increase in provident fund

KOLKATA, Feb. 3. — Trinamul
chief Miss Mamata Banerjee to-
day accused the CPI-M and its
other Left allies of staging a
“mock protest” against the Cen-
tre’s decision to hike the FDI cap
in the telecom sector.

“Look at the hypocrisy of the
Marxists, Had the increase been
effected by the Vajpayee governm-
ent, they would have by this time
raised a storm. But now they are

false protest while the hike was
done in consultation with the Left,
a fact even Congress has already
conceded,” Miss Banerjee said.
The Trinamul Congress chief
was addressing party activists at a
law violation programme at Ali-
pore. She said her party is op-
posed to the increase especially
because it has serious doubts
about whether the security ques-
tion was adequately addressed to.
Miss Banerjee also questioned
the timing of the announcement

THE STATESMAN

interest rate by one per cent

ade “not even 24 hours before
three states were to go to the
polls”. She wondered whether
the announcement violated the
model code of electoral conduct.

There was some drama when
Miss Banerjee shouted from the
dais that CPI-M activists had in-
filtrated into Trinamui support-
ers who assembled for the law vi-
olation. She asked her party men
not to be provoked. The meet
passed off without incident. -~
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~" Once foe, now friend, Cozl—gress keeps Left busy

Calicutta, Feb. 1: The CPM to-
day revived the call for a “thi-
rd front of secular democratic
parties” minus the Congress,
its ally at the Centre.

“We want the third front to
grow and survive on the basis
of some specific political prog-
rammes and common underst-
anding among its constituen-
ts,” state CPM secretary Anil
Biswas said today.

He elaborated on how he
expected the front to work.
“Take the case of the Left Fro-
nt in our state. It was not form-
ed just to contest elections but
to implement some common
political programmes. We wa-
nt the third front at the Centre
to grow in line with the ruling
coalition in Bengal.”

Biswas said grievances
against the Congress-led coal-
ition in Delhi are on the rise
because of its “anti-people”
policies.

Though the Left parties
have reaffirmed their support
to the Manmohan Singh gove-

AN
ASTAFFREPORTER"\ 4 \ nment time and again, they

have also raised objections to
many of the Centre’s policies
—the latest being the decision
to allow non-government pro-
vident and pension fundsto in-
vest in stocks.

“Communal forces like the
BJP will work hard to exploit
the situation and we don’t thi-
nk that the Congress-led gove-
rnment will take any firm sta-
nd against such religious fun-
damentalists. Naturally, the
Leftists would have to fight co-
mmunalism and fundamental-
ism... So, we have to organise
all secular forces under one
umbrella,” Biswas said.

The CPM in Bengal, he ad-
ded, will have to play a lead ro-
le in reorganising the third fr-
ont at the national level as the
party has the experience of ru-
nning a coalition of like-mind-
ed parties for the past 27 years.

However, he also added
that the revival of the third
front could take some time.

The party’s 21st state conf-
erence, beginning February 9
at Kamarhati — on the north-

THE TELEGRAPH

Anil talks of third f;{@b
& ‘anti-people’ Centre teliscpm

ern fringes of the city — will
approve of the CPM state com-
mittee’s resolution to carry on
the fight against the Congress
in Bengal.

The political and organisa-
tional reports finalised by the
committee during its recent
two-day meeting would also be
given the nod.

The CPM has been striving
to make its relations with the
Congress clear to its cadre.
The Opposition party in the
state is a partner in Delhi.

Biswas said: “Our support
to the Congress in Delhi was
not unconditional. We extend-
ed support to them on the bas-
is of a minimum programme.
In Bengal, we are very oppos-
ed to the Congress.”

In an apparent bid to leave
no ambiguity regarding the
CPM'’s opposition to the Con-
gress, Biswas also said: “We
studied the role played by the
Congress in Bengal over the
past three years and conclud-
ed that the party is a partner of
the Trinamul Congress-BJP
combine...”

Pull out, .
Mamata

Calcutta, Feb. 1: Mamata Ba-
nerjee today blamed the CPM
for the Centre’s decision to all-
ow provident and pension fun-
ds to invest a fraction of their
money in shares.

“I feel the CPM, which is
backing the Congress govern-
ment at the Centre, is equally
responsible for the dangerous
decision. The earlier NDA gov-
ernment had never thought of
suich an anti-people measure,”
Mamata told reporters at her
south Calcutta home.

Asked about the CPM'’s cri-
ticism of the decision, the Tri-
namul Congress chief reacted
angrily. “If they are serious
about the social security of
workers, they should withdr-
aw support. Otherwise, the pr-
otest is just an eyewash,” she
said. Her supporters, Mamata
warned, would take to the stre-
ets to pressure the Centre.

She also slammed the sta-
te’s liquor policy. “The CPM
has failed to provide jobs, but
is indiscriminately issuing li-
quor licences. This is a heino-
us attempt to cripple our yout-
hs and schoolchildren.”

02 FFR 2005



/Withdraw tax exemptions for corporate

+i» sector to mobilise reso

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB.1. The Left parties
today asked the Union Govern-
ment to withdraw the tax ex-
emptions for the corporate
sector as a measure to mobilise
resources and suggested a hike
of Rs. 50,000 crores in the bud-
get so that commitments made
in the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (CMP) could be
implemented.

In a pre-budget meeting with
the Union Finance Minister, P.
Chidambaram here, leaders of
the Left parties said the hike
was necessary as the allocation
of Rs. 10,000 crores for employ-
ment generation, agriculture,
education and health in last
year's interim budget was
“inadequate.”

The parties suggested step-
ping up of public investment in
agriculture for rural infrastruc-
ture and irrigation, phased in-
crease in public spending on
education and health in order to
meet the targeted 6 per cent and
2 to 3 per cent of the Gross Do-
mestic Product respectively in
the next five years.

Of the increased allocation,
Rs. 20,000 crores was to support
the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Programme, and an
additional allocation of Rs. 8000
crores each for education and
health.

They also suggested that the
Defence outlay, which saw a
hike of Rs. 12,000 crores last
year, be brought down and dis-
agreed with the move to setup a
fund from disinvestment pro-
ceeds to make investments in
the social sector.

As a measure to augment re-
sources, the parties said in-
creased expenditure could be
mobilised through deficit fi-
nancing since there was “signif-

icant unutilised capacity”
existent in various sectors of
economy.

The Government had “tied its

es: Left

Left party leaders, D. Raja, A. B. Bardhan, Devarajan, Prakash Karat and Debabrata Blswas
addressing the media after calling on the Finance Minister, P. Chidambaram, on a pre-budget
meeting at North Block In New Delhl on Tuesday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

hands” in running a budget-
deficit economy by sticking to
the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management  Act
“which has institutionalised
conservatism in fiscal policy
making in the country by im-
posing unwarranted constraints
on the capacity of the Central
Government to run a budget
deficit even when idle resources
exist in the economy,” the Left
parties said in a 12-point note
submitted to the Government.

They pointed out that gross
tax revenue of 9.21 per cent of
the GDP in 2003-04, was low
and suggested an increase of
tax-GDP ratio by around 1.5 per
cent which would be sufficient
to meet the additional develop-
ment expenditure.

Further on tax, they said be-
sides doing away with corporate

tax exemptions, a specific target
should be fixed for realisation of
tax arrears and recovery of non-
performing assets of banks, re-
view the whole gamut of export
incentives/duty drawback in
view of the comfortable foreign
exchange position and intro-
duce ad valorem tax on all for-
eign exchange outflows which
would not only generate reve-
nue but also help stabilise ‘hot’
money flows in to the country’s
economy.

Other suggestions included
introducing a system of variable
tariffs to protect crops such as
cotton, soya, sugarcane and
groundnuts that experience
wide fluctuation, revising cus-
tom and excise duties whereev-
er imbalances exist and put
domestic manufacturers in a
disadvantageous position, res-

tructuring custom and excise
duties of petroleum products
and bringing down the eligibil-
ity limit for mega power pro-
jects to 250 megawatts.

The parties reiterated that
profit-making public sector un-
dertakings must not be priva-
tised as per the CMP
commitment.

The meeting was attended by
the Communist Party of India
{Marxist) Polit Bureau member,
Prakash Karat, its Rajya Sabha
MP, Dipankar Mukherjee, CPI
general secretary, A.B. Bardhan
and the party’s secretary D. Ra-
ja, All India Forward Bloc gener-
al secretary, Debabrata Biswas
and its secretary G. Devarajan
and Revolutionary Socialist Par-
ty Central Committee member,
Abani Roy.
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Left ups ante against UPA
govt ovepPSU divestmen

{
Our PoIiticEI’_Bureau%W
NEW DELHI 27 JANUARY

MBOLDENED by the
E Prime Minister's an-

nouncement to defer a
decision on divestment in Bhel
and Maruti, the Left on Thurs-
day upped the ante against the
finance minister’sattempt to get
the nod for the disinvestment of
profit-making PSUs.

CPI general secretary A.B.
Bardhan, who reiterated the
Left’s opposition to the govern-
ment divesting its equity in
Maruti and Bhel, made it clear
that setting up of the national
disinvestment fund will not
change the Left’s reflexes on it.

“Let it be very clear that the

issue of the fund and disinvest-
ment of PSUs are not linked. A
national fund is good since it
marks a departure from the
course of the earlier NDA
regime, where funds from the
disinvestiment were used direct-
ly for meeting expenditure.
But that does not mean that
profit-making PSUs can be dis-
invested. Who has given the go-
ahead for disinvesting the
PSUs? None. None from the
Left,” Mr Bardhan said.
Reacting to the finance minis-
ter’s assertion at a post-Cabinet
briefing that there was an agree-
ment (with the Left) on setting
up the fund and that he had dis-
cussed with the Left the “possi-
ble candidates (PSUs) for disin-

vestment, and that Bhel is one
of those possible candidates”,
Mr Bardhan quipped: “Yes, we
did discuss about the fund, but
he did not discuss the case of the
Bhel. But most certainly, [don't
remember the FM discussing
Bhelin that meeting.”

He also warned the finance
minister against setting a trend of
disinvesting profit-making PSUs.
“I can sense what could be the
next line of argument — that
there is nothing wrongin divest-
ing government equity so far as
state control is retained. That will
not do. When these PSUs earn
government huge profit, why
should we divest government
equity and thus give up the divi-
dend?” Mr Bardhan said. //
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Congress yet to learn coalition
W o2\ politics, says CPl « "

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. The Communist
Party of India today accused the
Congress Ministers and leaders in
the United Progressive Alliance
Government of not learning the
coalition “dharma” of consulting
allies and supporting parties on
various issues.

“As the leader of the coalition, the
Congress today feels that it is on an
upcoming trail. It has come to think
that it can dictate terms to other
parties. This is giving rise to unwar-
ranted tension among secular
forces and parties,” the party said in
its draft political resolution ahead
of the 19th party congress to be held
in Chandigarh between March 29
and April 3. The State party units
would discuss the draft resolution
and it would be fine-tuned and pre-
sented to the party congress for fur-
ther discussion and adoption.

Releasing the document here, the

The Communist Party of india general secretary, A.B. Bardhan, and
the secretary, D. Raja, releasing the draft political resolution ahead
of the party’s 19th congress, in New Delhi on Sunday.

— Photo: Anu Pushkarna

CPI general secretary, A.B. Bardhan,
said that supporting the UPA Gov-
ernment based on the Common
Minimum Programme was a “polit-
ical necessity.” The party secretar-
ies, Shameem Faizee and D. Raja,
were also present on the occasion.

On the present political situation,
the document states that after
touching the lowest depth in terms
of the number of seats in Parlia-
ment in three elections, the Con-
gress had accepted the inevitability
of both pre-poll and post-poll coali-
tions with other secular forces. “Its
attitude towards the two Commu-
nist parties, however, remains one
of trying to marginalise them as
much as possible.”

Dubbing the Manmohan Singh-
led Government as a “bourgeois”
one, the party said that even now it
was pursuing neo-liberal policies
aimed at creating a free market and
unrestricted capitalist economy. If
the Government was somewhat re-

A

strained, it was due to the opposi-
tion from the Left, popular
resistance and the resounding de-
feat of the Bharatiya Janata Party
led-National Democratic Alliance
regime, which pursued these poli-
cies. “This has made the Congress a
bit wary and cautious and to speak
about reforms with a human face.”
Mr. Bardhan said the CPI felt that
the economy would not improve
unless the purchasing power went
up in rural India. This should be ac-
companied by land and agrarian re-
forms and a comprehensive health
and education programme. The
document speaks of an alternative
path of self-reliant and sustainable
development and points out that
though the CMP had some of these
provisions, more was required.

Communist unity

The document says that Commu-
nist unity is essential for a consoli-
dated and unified Left. The
role-played by the CPI and the CPI
(M) in defeating the communal
forces in the general elections and
in evolving the CMP has generated
new enthusiasm among the sup-
porters of the Communist move-
ment. “There is an earnest desire
among them for reunification of the
Communist movement on a princi-
pled basis.”

The question of Communist uni-
ty could not be ignoréd for long,
says the document and cites the re-
cent merger of extreme Left parties
into the CPI (Maoist). “The correct
understanding of the ideology of
Marxist-Leninism and its applica-
tion in the concrete situation of the
country has acquired added impor-
tance.” However, Mr. Bardhan
made it clear that there was nothing
new in this appeal. “One is not
pleading with the other but thinks it
more as a political necessity so that
the Left can meet future challeng-
es.” He said that while there was no
threat to the UPA Government, “it is
not a long-term arrangement” and
the Left has to play not just a signif-
icant but a more deClSlve role in the
future.
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Our Political Bureau

“NEW DELHI 13 JANUARY H

HE Manmohan 5‘1 gh

I government on Thursday

came under attack from

the Left for its decision to scrap

Press Note 18. The Left also

backed the Reserve Bank of In-

dia (RB1) governor and said his

suggestion for taxing FlIs should
not have been rejected.

While it described as “unwar-
ranted” the decision to do away
with Press Note 18, it alleged
that finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram’s rejection of the RBI
governor’s suggestion showed
“undue sensitivity to the
whims” of international finance
capital. “As per the announce-
ment made by the Prime Minis-
ter in Kolkata, in joint ventures
the interests of Indian compa-
nies cannot be protected vis-a-
vis the foreign partner,” the
CPM politburo said in a state-
ment here.

It dismissed as untenable the
rationale that foreign direct in-
vestment was being hampered
by Press Note 18 and asked the
government to see that interests
of the domestic industry were
being protected.

On Mr Chidambaram reject-
ing the suggestion to tax Fll in-
vestors, the CPM said such flows
come into the country purely for
speculative purposes and are the
main cause for the volatility of
the market.

“Leftlashes out
at UPAde
s%rap PN18

ision

. Liberalisation
moves make
CPM see Red

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 13 JANUARY

A day after the Prime Minister
advised the political class to step
out of the box and think big, the
Left reiterated its fascination for
its old slogans and anti-liberali-
sation rhetoric.

Disagreeing with the Prime
Minister’s view that the country
has benefited hugely from the
change in the economic out-
look, the CPM said policies of ib-
eralisation drum beaters have
only helped the corporates. As
usual the party refrained from
arguing this point. There is a
need for a shift in focus from
growth of corporate profit 10
people’s welfare, editorial in the
forthcoming issue of the peo-
ple’s democracy said.

The party’s ire in the editorial
was also directed at deputy
chairman of Planning Commis-
sion Montek Singh Ahluwalia
and government advisors who
advocate “unbridled liberalisa-
tion.” Persisting with its theory
that the vote against the NDA
was a vote against reforms, the
CPM said the government’s ad-
visors are ignoring the “mes-
sage” of the last election.

-

The Economic Times
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Chhaya Ghosh

Front sack§
a mlnlster
after 16 yrs

Wil
HT Correspondent -
Kolkata, January 12 \(Lé\\

FOR THE second time in the
Left Front’s 27-year rule, a
minister has got the boot. The
Forward Bloc (FB) today
asked partywoman Chhaya
Ghosh, the agricultural mar-
keting minister, to step down
and hand over charges to
agriculture minister Kamal
Guha. RSP’s Jatin Chakra-
borty was the first Front min-
ister to be sacked, in 1989.

FB said Ghosh was asked to
quit because she had been
flouting party decisions. But
insiders claimed Ghosh’s fate
was sealed after seven district
committees alleged corrup-
tion in her department.

Ghosh had initially refused
when FB state secretary
Ashok Ghosh asked her to put
in her papers. Ashok then
rang up the chief minister
and asked him to sack her. At
this, the minister sent her res-
ignation to Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee citing poor health.

See also Page 5 / /



THE STATESMAN

4rward Bloc
v dumps V8|

Chhaya Ghosh

KOLKATA, Jan. 12. — The
Forward Bloc today forced its
senior leader and agricultural
marketing minister, Ms
Chhaya Ghosh, to resign
from the government as
‘punishment for defying the
party. “She had been acting

against the directions of the *

party for a long time. This

was disciplinary action. She /

will continue as just an MLA,’(
FB state secretary Mr Ashok
Ghosh said. He refused to
explain what led the 11-mem-
ber state secretariat to take
such a drastic step. “There’
were many issues. This is all
that | can say,” he said.

Chief minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, however,
claimed to be unaware of the
development till this evening.
This is the first time since
former PWD minister Jatin
Chakraborty's dismissal in
the 80s that a Left Front
minister has been removed

_because of pressure from

within a party. “Allegations
against her were pouring in
from aff districts. These
ranged from corruption to
indiscipline,” a senior party
leader said. Ms Ghosh sent
her resignation to Mr Ashok
Ghosh who forwarded it to
the chief minister along with
the party’s decision. “| won't
be coming from tomorrow. My
health is deteriorating,” Ms
Ghosh said before feaving
Writers’ Buildings. — SNS
Another report on page 5

LeT shndow{

Sagar mela

SAGAR ISLAND, Jan. 12. —
The Gangasagar Mela has
come under threat from the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba. The I8
has tipped off the state gov-
ernment and senior officials
of South 24-Parganas that
the LeT and other militant
outfits may strike at the heart
of the mela. — SNS

Details on page 5
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CPI(M) will maintain pressure.

o ~on Centre, says Yechury

By Marcus Dam v@) .

KOLKATA, JAN. 9. Though satis-
fied with the implementation
of the common minimum pro-
gramme by the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government so
far, the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) feels that a lot
more remains to be done.
The I(M) Polit Bureau
er, Sitaram Yechury, said
ay that the party was keep-

1ng up pressure on the Centre
to implement “what remains to
be done with speed.” He was
speaking at the CPI(M) central
commiittee meeting here.

Mr. Yechury said the CPI(M)
decided to go in for seat-shar-
ing with the Rashtriya Janata
Dal in Bihar for the coming As-
sembly elections to resist the
communal forces in the State.
As the RJD was a major force in
Bihar, “it is not possible to fight

communal forces in th
in isolation from the RID

Three seats have been allo-
cated for the CPI(M) in the first
phase.

On the question of the Con-
gress deciding to forge an elec-
toral arrangement with the
Jharkhand Mukhti Morcha, he
said the move would not affect
the CPI(M)’s relation with the
Congress at the national {;37

7
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