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NEW DELHI: Senior Congress lead-
er and Union Minister Kapil Sib-
al on Monday advised the former
External Affairs Minister, Nat-
war Singh, to understand the sit-
uation following his removal
from the Congress Steering
Committee in the wake of the
Volcker Comittee Report on the
United Nations oil-for-food
scam.

“Natwar Singh is a mature, ex-
perienced politician. He will un-
derstand the circumstances and
take appropriate steps in the
best interests of the party ..
There is a word subtlety in En-
glish. Natwar Singh understands
that,” Mr. Sibal told reporters.

Asked about Mr. Natwar
Singh’s removal from the Con-
gress Steering Committee late
on Sunday night, Mr. Sibal said

U6 Dec

itwar to decide; Sibal

Senior Congress%a er hints that the former External Affairs M|n|ster should resign

o |t is for Pathak Committee to decide who Is guiity and

who is not

e "In the light of all the statements, it was not proper for
Mr. Natwar Singh to continue in the party panel”

his (Mr. Singh’s) continuance on
the committee “is untenable... It
is for Natwar Singh to decide.”

Toaquestion whetherthiswas
a message for Mr. Natwar Singh
to resign, Mr Sibal said, “political
parties don’t send messages.”

He said it was nota question of
who was guilty and who was not,
pointing out that this task fell
within the purview of the Justice
R.S.PathakInquiry Authority set
up by the Government for the
purpose. “We are not here to de-
termine that. It is for Mr. Pathak
to determine that ... Many things

2005

have happened in the past. Mr.
Natwar Singh has gone to the
press, not once [but] quite often.
Many people have also gone to
the press. In the light of all the
statements, it was not proper for
Mr. Natwar Singh to continue in
the party panel.” Mr. Natwar
Singh was removed after a party
meeting, presided over by Sonia
Gandhi, decided it would be un-
tenable for Mr. Singh to continue
as a member of the Steering
Committee on the grounds of
propriety and in view of the pre-
vailing political situation, a party

THE KNPy

statement said.

In arelated development, Mr.
Natwar Singh’s son, Jagat Singh,
who is also in the eye of the
Volcker storm, said he was pre-
pared to face aCBI probe.

Alleging that a “witchhunt”
was on to “find a scapegoat,” Mr.
Jagat Singh told reporters, “We
will not be scapegoats.”

He demanded that the docu-
ments collected by India’s spe-
cial envoy Virendra Dayal from
the United Nations be made pub-
lic. Mr. Natwar Singh and the
Congress have been named as
“non-contractual beneficiaries”
inthe Volcker Report, who head-
ed a U.N.-appointed independ-
ent inquiry into a scam relating
to the U.N. oil-for-food pro-
gramme for the then Saddam
Husseinregime. — UNI
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.» Congress backs Natwar,, .

Terms of reference notified

Statesman News Service = |1\ |\
NEW DELHI, Nov. 11. — Two days
after Dr Manmohan Singh’s backing
of Mr Natwar Singh’s continuance
as a Cabinet minister without port-
folio, the AICC today also sought to
justify the former external affair
minister’s position in the Union
ministry.

Stressing the point that the
appointment or removal of a minis-
ter is purely the Prime Minister’s
prerogative, the Congress said the
latter’s move to retain Mr Natwar
Singh in his ministry was “perfectly
valid”.

When asked to explain Mr Natwar
Singh’s current status given the
Congress’s fierce opposition to the
re-induction of former defence min-
ister, Mr George Fernandes, into the
then Cabinet despite having come
under a cloud over the Tehelka
expose, the AICC spokesman, Mr
Abhishek Singhvi, said: “The UPA
government is doing everything over
the Volcker report in a transparent
manner. It has ordered inquiries
into the case, although there is not

NEW DELHI, Nov. 11. — The
Centre today notified the terms of
reference of the Pathak Inquiry
Authority which has been asked to
go into the allegations against the
former external affairs minister, Mr
K Natwar Singh, and the Congress
as beneficiaries of Iraqi oil payoffs.

It will go into various aspects relat-
ing to the references in the report of
the Volcker Committee.

An official release said the
Authority will go into various
aspects relating to the references in
the report of the Volcker Committee
where the beneficiaries are listed as

“Mr K Natwar Singh, member of the
Indian Congress Party” and “India-
Congress Party”. The power con-
ferred on the Authority provides for
tabling of the report together with
the memorandum of action taken in
Parliament within six months of its
submission to the government.

It will have powers of a Civil Court
for summoning witnesses, documents
and receciving evidence. The Autho-
rity may require any person to furnish
information useful or relevant to the
inquiry and to conduct search or
seizures for books of accounts or oth-
er documents from anywhere. — SNS

an iota of evidence or material to
support the Volcker’s charges. Even
Mr Natwar Singh’s continuance in
the same foreign ministry would
have been justified. But, to prevent
even a shade of conflict-of-interest
charges, giygn that the probes
involve inté\ional affairs, he was
taken off his ministry.”

Asked why the government should
incur the cost of maintaining the

office of a minister without portfolio
on public money, Mr Singhvi said:
“It is the Prime Minister’s judgment,
there have been many such cases
over the last several decades t00.”

Interestingly, questions have been
raised since the Volcker report
rocked the Congress establishment
two weeks ago that the party is not
properly defending the beleaguered
Natwar Singh.
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Envoy approaches Volcker panel

Delhi digging
foroll clues

K.P.NAYAR

New York, Nov. 5: Even as
India’s political establish-
ment is working itself up
over allegations of bribe-
ry against external affairs
minister K. Natwar Singh
in the Iraqi oil-for-food
scandal, Indian diplomats
here are already at work
quietly to get to the bot-
tom of the entire Indian
involvement in the
scheme.

Within 24 hours of Paul
Volcker releasing his final
report on the $60-billion UN-
run programme to ease Iragi
suffering from sanctions,
India’s permanent represen-
tative to the UN, Nirupam
Sen, formally approached
the Volcker committee for full
details on all Indian entities
— including Singh and the
Congress Party — which had
allegedly creamed money
off the humanitarian pro-
gramme, crafted to help the
Iraqi people.

“We are in touch with the
Volcker committee to get to
the truth about Indian entities
cited in.the report,” Sen told
The Telegraph today.

The external affairs minis-
ter told a TV channel this
morning that  “as foreign
minister, I have spoken to our
permanent representative to
the UN half a dozen times... I
have asked him to get an ap-
pointment with the secretary-
general and Paul Volcker and
find out the truth and let us
know.”

I
IR

| GRAPH

TWISTS & TURNS

PM: Meets
Sonia,
Chidambaram
and Kapil Sibal.
Said to be
working out th
modalities of
the probe into
the Iraq scandal

Natwar: Cuts a brave front, -
claims full confidence of PM
and.Sonia. But government
sources non-committal on
his continuance as foreign
minister

Congress: Rethinks threat
to send legal notice to Volcker

BJP: Hits the streets to seek
Natwar ouster

Sources at the UN secre-
tariat said it is highly unlikely
that secretary-general Kofi
Annan could shed any light on
the allegations against Singh
or the Congress Party.

“We don’t have any docu-
mentation or facts. This is an
independent inquiry, although
it was authorised by the secre-
tary-general. The facts are all
with the committee.”

.. Other sources here sai .

leker “thay have shi

secretary-general’s role be-
caus® of allegations tha;d_ his. .

‘Bullshit’

Bharatpur (PTI): Natwar
Singh has told a public
meeting that the Paul Vol-
cker report is “bullshit”
and “full of lies”.

~Gandhi.

+ 4h@ther Singh would stay on
Annan documents- about the

"

son wa E} ullved in the scam,
but not about anyone else.

Committee sources said In-
dian diplomats approached
the panel swiftly and formally,
saying they needed to know
the basis of charges of in-
volvement of about 130 Indian
companies and individuals.

The diplomats told com-
mittee officials that they are
seeking the facts also because
they have to determine if any
Indian laws had been broken
in the Iraqi deals.

Committee sources said
they were in the process of col-
lecting details pertaining to
India, adding that Volcker per-
sonally would have no knowl-
edge of the details of investi-
gations.

To get to the bottom of the
allegations, Indian officials
would have to meet at least a
score of the 100-odd interna-
tional investigators, whom the
panel employed at a cost of $35
million to dig up all the dirt.

Singh said in the TV
interview that he enjoyed the
“full confidence” of both the
Prime Minister and Sonia
However, asked

as foreign minister, a govern-
ment source sald “That re-
ains to be seen,” adds our
e01al correspondent in
DelHit.

At the ministry of external
affairs, top officials are said to
be aghast that Congress lead-
ersshould talk about sending
a legal notice to the UN, of
which India is a member.

B See Page 6
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Congress to send notice to Volcker Committee

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Manmohan Singh
Government got into the act on
Monday on the controversial
Volcker Committee report on
the oil-for-food contracts in Iraq
announcing that it would “go to
the root” of the matter. And the
Congress has decided to send a
comprehensive legal notice to
the parties concerned.

With the Opposition Bharati-
ya Janata Party stepping up the
offensive demanding the remov-
al of Natwar Singh from the
Union Cabinet, the Government
said it was “deeply concerned”
about the unverified references
made in the report to the Con-
gress party and to Mr. Natwar
Singh.

It said the Volcker Committee
report, as it stood on the day, was
insufficient to arrive at any ad-
verse or definite conclusion.
“Therefore, the Government is
determined to go to the root of
the matter and establish the
truth or otherwise of these refer-
ences. The matter is under seri-
ous consideration of the
Government and a decision will
be announced shortly,” a state-
ment from the Prime Minister’s
Office said.

On the other hand, expressing
shock over the party being re-
ferred to as a “non-contractual

o Volcker panel report
insufficient to arrive at
definite conclusion

o Congress demands
disclosure of relevant
material or unconditional

apology

o Ministerial panel may
fook into the issue

beneficiary” in the report, the
Congress has decided to issue a
“comprehensive legal notice” to
the parties concerned, including
the United Nations and the
Volcker Committee, demanding
“full disclosure of the material”
on the basis of which the Com-
mittee reached the “unverified
conclusion” that the party was a
beneficiary.

“Failing disclosure of the rele-
vant material, the Congress Par-
ty demands an unconditional
apology for wrongly and mali-
ciously making a reference to it,”
a press release issued by the par-
ty said.

The party reiterated the state-
ments made by its spokesman on
October 29 and said that it une-
quivocally and categorically de-
nied any knowledge of or
connection with any oil-for-food
contracts.

“The Congress party had no
dealings whatsoever in this con-
nection with the Government of
Iraq or any of its agencies nor
any other company or individu-
al,” it stated. The government
statement came after External |
Affairs Minister Natwar Singh
had a meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, the sec-
ond after the contents of the
report were published.

Prior to it, the Core Commit-
tee, including Dr. Singh, Con-
gress President Sonia Gandhi,
her political secretary Ahmed
Patel and Union Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee met where this
issue was believed to have fig-
ured prominently.

Some senior party leaders lat-
er hinted that some kind of in-
quiry was in the offing although
its exact nature was yet to be
determined.

The sources said the decision
on the “inquiry” was left to the
Government.

Informed sources said a com-
mittee comprising three Minis-
ters — Pranab Mukherjee,
Shivraj Patil and P. Chidamba-
ram — was likely to be asked to
carry out the task of getting to
the root of the issue.
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Azad promises tough line on terrorism

PDP’s Muzaffar’
. . o
Hussain Baig Is -

N

New Deputy CM "

Tives News NETWORK \ \\ """""" :

Srinagar: Sworn in as J&K’s
10th chief minister of Jammu
and Kashmir in the backdrop of
a terror attack, Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Wednesday promised to
take a tough line on terrorism
and give top priority to internal
security. .

The swearing-in as the head of
a 13-member coalition govern-
ment, marked the transfer of
power from the People’s Democ-
ratic Party to the Congress in
the state after three years.

Speaking to reporters after the
ceremony, Azad spoke about ter-

* rorism, but did not share details
of his plan to deal with the chal-
lenge. He said, “Whosoever re-
sorts to violence could not be
friend of the people of the state.”

Azad’s swearing-in, presided
over by Governor S K Sinha,
came a few hours after a car
bomb explosion near the old res-
idence of his predecessor, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed.

Azad also said that he would
expand his cabinet soon but it
won’t be as big as the previous
government. The 56-year-old
CM, a former Union home min-
ister, is not a member of either
House of the Jammu and Kash-
mir legislature.

PDP legislature party leader
Muzaffar Hussain Baig was
sworn in as the deputy CM, re-
placing Mangat Ram Sharma of
the Congress, who has also been
included in the new ministry.

Speaking to reporters after
the ceremony, Azad said whoso-
ever resorfs to violence cannot
be a friend of the people of J&K.
His government, the CM said,
would not allow any custodial
killings but, at the same time, no
terrorist will be allowed to per-
petuate violence against people
at will. He added that his gov-
ernment will help to carry for-
ward the peace process with
Pakistan, in line with the senti-
ments of the people of the state.

Good governance, rooting out
corruption and bringing nor-
malecy to the state would be
among the top priorities of the
government, he added.

Azad, however, has re-induct-

J&K cops had
x prior info

: Srinagar: Jammu and Kash-
! mir chief minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad Azad on Wednes-
day said he would take a
: tough line on terrorism, but
i declined to outline any planto
¢ do so. Later, speaking on the
bomb blast, the Srinagar po-
lice said the suicide bomber,
who tried to gatecrash the
i swearing-in venue, ignored a
i policeman flagging him down
i and blew up the explosive- |
laden car at the chowk. “Since
last evening, we had informa- i
tion that militants were try- :
ing to bring in IED-fitted cars !
to Srinagar. For that purpose |
we had set up checkposts,” !
said Khan. mw~ i

ed nearly all Congress ministers
who were charged with corrup-
tion and nepotism during the
previous Mufti government.

THREE'S COMPANY: J&K'’s new chief ministe!

r Ghulam Nabi Azad with outgoing CM Mufti Sayeed

and opposition leader Farooq Abdullah at the swearing-in ceremony in Srinagar on Wednesday

Those who took ocath on |

Wednesday included Congress’
Mangat Ram Sharma, Peerzada
Mohammad Sayeed and Taj Mo-
hiuddin, associate Congress
member Jitender Singh alias
Babu Singh, PDP’s Abdul Aziz
Zargar, Tariq Hamid Qarra and
Qazi Mohammad Afzal, People’s
Democratic Forum chairman
Hakeem Mohammad Yaseen, In-
dependents from Ladakh —
Nawang Rigzin Zora and Haji
Nissar Ali — and MLC Gurcha-
ran Singh Charak.

Among those present at the
swearing-in ceremony Wwere
Union home minister Shivraj
Patil, Union minister of state for
home Sriprakash Jaiswal, AICC
general secretary Ambika Soni,
former chief ministers Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and Farooq '
Abdullah, National Conference
chief Omar Abdullah and PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti.

Minutes after taking oath,
Azad summoned an emergency
meeting of his Cabinet. The
Cabinet discussed relief and re-
habilitation of the quake-hit.
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Cong on 2
sticky wicket

Nov. 2. — Despite their “shock
and outrage” over the UN-institut-
ed Paul Volcker inquiry commit-
tee’s 27 October report naming
them as “non-contractual benefi-
ciaries” of dubious oil sales under
the Saddam Hussein regime in
2001, the Congress and the Union
external affairs minister, Mr K
Natwar Singh, increasingly find
themselves on a sticky wicket.
Evidence seems to be mounting
against them in the scam.
_‘According to the UN Inde-
pendent Inquiry Committee into
the manipulation and malpractices
under the Iraq oil-for-food pro-
gramme, Mr Andleeb Sehgal and
his company, Hamdan Export,
allegedly made illegal payments to
the Saddam regime in four install-
ments during March-December
2001. Mr Sahgal is known to be a
close associate of Mr Natwar
Singh’s family, and Mr Singh’s son,
Mr Jagat Singh, was reportedly
‘involved in promoting Hamdan
“Export. Mr Jagat Singh was also
reported to have made a couple of
trips to Iraq during 2000-2002.
These “kickbacks” in the form of
oil surcharge levied by the Saddam
government were deposited at
Jordan National Bank for the oil
allegedly lifted and sold by the
Congress and Mr Singh through
the Swiss-based global energy trad-
ing company, Masefield AG.
These payoffs were cornered by
Saddam, the UN panel said.

The Volcker report states that
the Saddam regime awarded con-
tracts to lift oil, among many other
entities and companies, to the
Congress and Mr Singh, who, in
turn, allegedly gave the contract to
Masefield to lift oil from Iraq and
sell it elsewhere at a profit.

B See NATWAR: page 5
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Warranj out agai

HT Correspondent
Mushidabad/Kolkata, October 18

A MURSHIDABAD court on
Tuesday issued non-bailable
warrants against Congress MP
and district party president Ad-
hir Chowdhury and his wife
Arpita in connection with a dou-
ble murder. Hanif Sheikh (47)
and his son Laltu Sheikh had
been shot dead inside their hotel
on July 24 last year.

The MP, who left during the
day for Delhi, said the whole
thing was a CPI(M) plot to ma-
lign him and his party which
had a strong base in Murshid-
abad. Condemning the warrant
against Arpita, he said the
CPI(M) was targeting someone
who had nothing to do with pol-
itics. “Let them arrest my dog as
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well. I am not fleeing the law. I
will return to Murshidabad in a
couple of days,” he said.

Asked to explain the warrants,
a police officer said two of the
nine people arrested had links
with Chowdhury — one was his
friend Tapan Bose and another
his former driver Gopal Singh.

The charge against Arpita was

e\

nst Adhit

that “on the da\y{& he murder.
she called up Tapan apd inquired
about the murders.”\Arpita ex-
plained her calls, saying several
people had called up that day
seeking to speak to the MP, who
was away in Delhi. She had
called Tapan to find out Chowd-
hury’s exact whereabouts.

The warrants prompted the
district Congress to call an
emergency meeting, where lead-
ers said Chowdhury had been
framed by the CPI(M) and the
police. Union minister Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi said Sonia
Gandhi and Shivraj Patil had
been informed.

The CPI(M) denied the
charge. “We have neither the au-
thority nor the intention to in-
fluence courts,” state party sec-
retary Anil Biswas said.



onia on RJD tie-up: We
know our responsibility

First joint rally of RID-Cong-led front not attended by CPM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GAYA | OCTOBER 15

EEKING clear man-

date for the Con-

gress-RJD alliance,

UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi today started
the Bihar poll campaign
here by defending her
party’s alliance with the
RJD, saying it would benefit
the “state, the society and
the nation.”

“Those raising a finger at
us need to be told that there
is a difference between them
and the Congress. We are
aware of our responsibili-
ties,” Sonia said at an elec-
tion rally.

Seeking clear mandate
for the Congress-RJD led
Secular Democratic Front,
Sonia said, “Unclear man-
date opens doors to horse
trading, which is a bad thing
for a state having a great tra-
dition of healthy politics.”

Making an indirect refer-
ence to the failures of the
RJD government, Sonia said
she understood the prob-
lems of law and order and
shortage of power and wa-
ter that. the people of the
state were facing but added
that these could not be
solved in a day.

On the National Rurdl
Employment Guarantee
Programme, she said the
UPA had taken care to en-

Congress president Sonia Gandhi with RID president Laloo

Prasad Yadav. Photo by Paras Nath

sure that its benefits
reached rural poor in 10
districts of Bihar.

Attacking the NDA, she
said its previous government
did not provide Bihar enough
Central assistance. “I feel sad
that Bihar, which once taught
the nation lessons in devel-
opment and good gover-
nance, is steeped in back-
wardness. We will have to
find a way out,” she said.

Later, addressing a joint
rally of the SDF leaders in
Patna, she sought people’s
support for building a “new
Bihar” as she shared stage
with RJD chief Laloo Prasad
Yadav at an election meeting
here. The rally was not at-
tended by any representa-
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tive of the CPM.

“The UPA government
has made a new beginning
and now Bihar needs a simi-
lar government to launch
the state on the path of de-
velopment”, she said. Mak-
ing a passing reference to
the previous RJD govern-
ment,,she said though de-
velopmernt works had taken
place in the past, a lot
needed to be done.

NCP president and Union
Agriculture Minister Sharad
Pawar also addressed the
meeting. ‘

The Congress president,
however, refrained from ut-
tering anything against UPA
partner Ram Vilas Paswan,
whose party is contesting

e e
LR
~ “s_:

CPI(M) finalises
seat sharing

D NEW DELHI: The CPI{M)
has reached seat-sharing
arrangements with the Con-
gressandthe RIDbuthas -
chosen to conductan inde-
pendent campaign, party
generalsecretary Prakash
Karat said on Saturday.

The party is tkely to contest
eight seats in alliance with
these parties and two more
independently, CPiM)

sources said, i

In a statement, party general .
secretary Prakash Karatsaid -
“the CPHM) will conductan
independent campaign call-
ing upon the people to defeat
the JD{U)-BJP alliance and for
supporting the CPIM) candl-
dates in the fray," he said. "At
the same time, the party will
also work for the success of
the candidates of the other
UPA parties,” Karat said.

. —ENS

the election in alliance with
the CPI and is opposing the
RJD vehemently.

Addressing the rally, RJD
chief Laloo Prasad Yadav
said Sonia did not take up
the country’s top post and
gave someone from the mi-
nority community a chance
to become the Prime Minis-
ter. He promised reservation
in jobs for the Muslims.
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An alliance for ending \
injustice, says Sonia *¢

Congress president kicks off campaign; ‘NDA neglected Bihar’

PATNA: The Congress-Rashtriya
Janata Dal-led Secular Demo-
cratic Front in Bihar is not born
out of . political expedigncy,
AICC president Sonia Gandhi
said on Saturday.

“Those pointing an accusing
finger at us on the issue of alli-
ances need to be told that there
is a great difference between
them and the Congress. We are
aware of our responsibilities and
what we have done is in the in-
terest of the State, society and
the nation,” she said kicking off
her party’s Assembly election
campaign at Gaya.

Later addressing a joint rally
of SDF leaders in Patna, she said
“our alliance, unlike the NDA, is
not for political power but for
secularism, for ending injustice,
for the depressed sections, for
women and for helping youth re-
alise their dreams. And let me
tell you that these are not elec-
tion promises but our commit-
ment”.

Referring to the February

elections, which threw up a
hung Assembly, she said: “Sev-
eral difficulties arise when the
voters give an unclear mandate.
It opens the doors to horse-trad-
ing, which is a bad thing for a
State having a great-tradition of
healthy politics”.

Ms. Gandhi said, “there is no
confusion this time. I hope you
will vote for our alliance to en-
sure installation of a govern-
ment which, like the UPA
Ministry at the Centre, would
give a fresh thrust to
development”

Much needed to be done on
the law and order front in Bihar,
she said and assured the people
that if the SDF was voted to
power she would pressure the
government to work for the wel-
fare of all sections.

Assailing the erstwhile Na-
tional Democratic Alliance re-
gime at the Centre for “gross
neglect” of Bihar, Ms. Gandhi
said, “all governments, irrespec-

tive of their political preferenc-
es, should work for the welfare
of all States but, unfortunately,
by seeking to disfavour their po-
litical opponents they end up
discriminating against the peo-
ple who become the real vic-
tims”.

RJD chief Lalu Prasad dubbed
the Bharatiya Janata Party a
“mere mask” of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh which, he
alleged, was out to destroy the
nation. “The UPA under Soniaji
has a huge task ahead to defeat
these evil forces of communal-
ism and we have vowed todo it. I
will be with you Madam till the
last”, he said.

The RJD leader said there was
no going back on the promise of
amending Article 341 of the
Constitution to allow Dalit Mus-
lims the benefits being enjoyed
by the Scheduled Castes in job
reservation and other matters.

No CPI (M) representative
was present at the rally —PTI
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Chandigarh, Oct. 8: Two’s
company at the top: that was
the message from the first
joint news conference of
Sonia Gandhi and Manmohan
Singh.

In the backdrop of the
earthquake whose ripples
were felt in Chandigarh,
where the Congress has been
reviewing the performance of
its 15 chief ministers over the
past two days, the question
popped up: What about the
quakes in the party with

ke
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 Singh pull off double act

“many epicentres”? N
“Are you talking about the h
BJP?” Sonia shot back, even si
before the journalist had fin- ol
ished, drawing a roar of P
laughter that drowned the Si
question. n
If the Congress president tt
was in control at the half-hour
session, the Prime Minister P
was at ease by her side as they lig
together fielded questions. g
Asked about the response g
of chief ministers when he ad-
vised them to keep off “politi- I
!

cal gimmicks” like free power,
Singh dead-panned: “Woh sun
rahe the (They were listen-
ing),” drawing more laughs
from the packed hall.

The division of labour
practised in Delhi was in evi-
dence at Haryana Nivas —
Sonia took all the questions on
party, Singh on government.
When queries relating to gov-
ernance, such as the one on
sharing of resources between
Punjab and Haryana, were put
to the party chief, she passed
them on.

Only once did she appear
to step in, whispering into
Singh’s ear as he started to
reply in English to a question
posed in Hindi. He switched to
Hindi.

The joint appearance was a
surprise. Till the last minute,
the party managers were say-
ing only Sonia would address
the media although initially
they had planned a double act.
The speculation was that the
Prime Minister would avoid
being quizzed on Bihar where
the situation is still unclear.

Sonia and Singh — who
have been the subject of specu-
lation that they were not at

-
pfa :

ease with each other — howev-
er, thought differently. While
the Prime Minister did most of
the talking on Bihar, Sonia
pitched in.

Asked if in the context of
the Bihar developments she
thought the governor, like the
President, should be apoliti-
cal, she was curt: “I don’t
think Raj Bhavan is involved
in politics.”

In keeping with the mood,
they did not forget to thank
each other — Sonia, because

the Prime Minister had taken

Sl

time out for the party conclave
and Singh, because she had
given him the opportunity to
brief the chief ministers on
the Centre’'s welfare pro-
grammes, in which they
would have arole to play.

The chief ministers got an
unexpected message of reas-
surance from Sonia — they
are safe in their chairs. “None
of the chief ministers here are
sitting on shaky chairs,” the
party chief declared in re-
sponse to a question. It must
have been music to the ears of

)

Manmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi at the chief ministers’ conclave in Chandigarh on Saturday. (PTI)

most of them, just out of long
quizzing sessions with the top
leadership when the perform-
ance of their respective gov-
ernments was reviewed.

Since the last Lok Sabha
elections, doubts have been
raised about the longevity of
some like Uttaranchal’s N.D.
Tiwari, Manipur’s Ibobi Sin-
gh, Punjab’s Amarinder Singh
and, more recently, Delhi’s
Sheila Dikshit and Karnata-
ka’s N. Dharam Singh.

For Ghulam Nabi Azad, ti-
pped to join the chief minist-

ers’ ranks soon, there was no
reassurance, however. “Is
Azad being sent as chief min-
ister to Jammu and Kash-
mir?” someone asked. “We
have not yet decided. [ have to
consult the Prime Minister
and others before taking a de-
cision,” Sonia replied.

The Union urban develop-
ment and parliamentary affa-
irs minister, believed to be rel-
uctant to move to the state, sat
on the dais grimly with other
cabinet colleagues and the
chief ministers.




Gong spits jlre

at KGB

NEW DELHI Sept. 19. —
Te:mitng as the allegations
ta-Suviet secret service
KCE had bribed its minis-
ters in the past for secrets
as “baseless and slander-

us,” the Congress today

- rejected these “with the

contempt they deserve”
and declared that “to state

“that Mrs Gandhi became

Frime Minister because of
the inanipulation by any
foreign Intelhgence agen-
cy is'preposterous”.

“The truth is that she
became the Prime Minis-

ter in 1966, 1971 and 1980 :

because of the love, affec-
tion and trust the people
of India reposed in her,”
the AICC said in a press

" release.

The Indo-Soviet Treaty
of Fiiendship of 197] or the
Rupee-Rouble agreement
and closer relationship with
thée then Soviet Union were
the outcome of the policies
for socio-economic justice
pursued by the Central gov-
ernment at-that time, the
AICC release said. “It is
totally incorrect to say that
these policies had anything
to do with the KGB. In fact,
The.- Times article which

*aitacks the whole gamut of

issucs concerning Indo-
Soviet  friendship  is
absurd,” the release added.

.Similar allegations were

also made against impor-
tant pational leaders in the
late 1970%s, the Congress
charged. The party called

" the news item published in

different newspapers and
shoWed in different televi-
sion channels — based on a
report in.a book titled The
Mitrokhi

Arciives —
i as
“highly

tenden-

tious and

mischie-
vous”,

‘trﬁths

o B.IP w«bnq}s

allegations
probed

CHENNAI, Sept. 19. —The °
BJP today demanded a high
level probe into the
allegations contained in a
book by a former Soviet
archivist that the erstwhile
USSR’s Intelligence agency,
KGB gave funds to the
Congress and the CP1.

“The BJP is of the strong
view that a probe is needed
into the ssue, as the
allegations revealed that the
KGB had penetrated into the
political set up of the country;
the BJP vice president Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu told reporters
here today and added that
the party which was at the
helm of affairs then, owed an
explanation 1o the country
after the sensational
disclosures made recently
about the KGB's funding the
Congress as well as the P!

and some select mewspapers |

and a news agency in India
during the seventies.
CPI general secretay Mr D
Raja remarked that if the
allegations were not true,
they should proceed legally
against the pubiishers of the
book. The three-day national
executive of the Communist
-party, which concluded its
session here yesterday, sent
a “strong message” to its
cadre 10 expose the “failures
of the UPA government at the
Centre on all fronts.
“The Chennai message will
sooh become the talking
point of the country, Mr
Naidu claimed and added -

_that the deliberations of the
BJP's nationaf executive was
“extremely successful” -
He, however, parried
questions on a possible .
successor to the BJP
president, Mr LK Advani, who
had yesterday announced

_ that he would be demitting

. office by the end of

. December. Though

Mr Advani would

be quitting the

party post, he

along with

§ former Prime

¥ Minister Mr

" Atal Behari

> Vajpayee would

continue to be the

“quiding force” of the

party, Mr Naidu added.

~—PTl
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Sonia says
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Cong/

rivalry with Léftin
Keralano par“ﬁﬁox

27 AUGUST NG
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SSERTING that only the
UDF could ensure eco-
omic development and

social harmony in Kerala, Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi on
Saturday said there is no contra-
diction in the party’s approach to-
wards Left parties as the chal-
lenges at the national level were
different than those in the state.
“The biggest challenge at the
national level is to defeat com-
munal forces, for which the sup-

port of the Left parties T

was essential but the
party is opposed to the
Left in Kerala because
UDF'saim is to ensure
economic develop- |
ment and social har- |
mony,” she said after
inaugurating a new
building at the KPCC
headquarters Indira
Bhavan here.

Alluding to the recent split in
the party in the state, she said it
was absolutely essential to subor-
dinate individual ambitions to
the larger interests of the party
and the interests of the UDF
coalition it headed.

“It may appear contradictory
that while we get the support of
the Left parties at the Centre we
are opposed to the Left in Kerala.
But there is no contradiction as
the national challenges are differ-
ent from those in Kerala where
the programmes and policies of
the UDF can lead the state to de-
velopment and social harmony,”
Ms Gandhi said.

. al
Thiruvananthapuram | «

In her speech, the AICC chief

“\lauded Kerala PCC president

Ramesh Chennithala for taking
up a statewide road campaign tc
activate the party. She said UDF
could win the coming panchaya
elections and return to power ir
next year’s Assembly polls by
strengthening unity in the party
and the coalition.

“Chaitanya yatra undertaker
by the KPCC president was very
successful. This mass-contaci
programme has helped us not
only to stay united but also to
hear from people what they ex-
pect from the Congress
and UDF govern-
ment...Ihave no doubt
that we will continue
to win. We will be
meeting all chal-
lenges,” she said and
wanted the party
workers to propogate
what the UDF had
done.

She said due to the
farsightedness of former Prime
Minister late Rajiv Gandhi, the
country could not only make
strides in science and technology,
but also strengthen the grassroot
level democracy through pan-
chayati raj institutions. She inau-
gurated the Rajiv Gandhi Insti-
tute for Kerala Studies, sponsered
by the party.

Chief minister Oommen
Chandy, AICC general secretary
Ahmed Patel, CWC member AK
Antony and party leader Anil
Sastry, Vayalar Ravi and former
KPCC presidents Thennala Bal-
akrishna Pillai and C V Padmara-
janwere alsopresent. ~ — PTI
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Home-coming for Subrata

Mr Subrata Mukherjee enters the Congress office. SNS

Statesman News Service
KOLKATA, Aug. 27. -~ Mr
Subrata Mukherjee and
three other Trinamul
Congress MILAs today
joined the Congress in
presence of PCC chief and
defence minister, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee and
Union water resource
minister, Mr Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi, to “revive the
spirit of the 1960s when
the troika of Priva-
Subrata-Somen gave a
fresh lease of life to the
Congress.”

The three recalled their
“days in the 60s” and
pledged that though they
were no longer as young,
they would “draw upon”
their experience of those
days to fight against the
CPI-M led Left Front gov-
ernment’s  “anti-people
policies and trampling
down of the people’s
democratic rights.”

In an obvious dig at
Trinamul chief, Miss
Mamata Banerjee, the for-
mer mayor said: “Wrong
politics only ends in

unnatural death, while
right politics represented
by the Congress will
always win.”

The PCC chief said,
“Mrs Sonia Gandhi asked

Subrata when he met her

recently in Delhi to use his
skill in launching move-
ments to strengthen the
fight against the CPI-M in
West Bengal.” The
Congress, the defence
minister said, is to fight
two enemies in West
Bengal-—communal forces
and the CPI-M led Left

Front government’s anti-
people policies and mis-
rulee. Mr Das Munshi
dubbed Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s initiative
to get the Salim Group of
Indonesia pump in money
in the state “a mere elec-
toral gimmick the CPi-M
uses on the eve of every
Assembly poll.” “Once it
was the Haldia petro-com-
plex, then it was the
Bakreswar thermal power
plant and in 2006 it’s
g0ing to be the Salim-play.
Such plays are comparable

to those prepared by the
groups at Chitpur (known

for their questionable
standards),” Mr Das
Munshi said.

He also said the Prime
Minister had praig;d Mr
Bhattacharjee’s initiatives
in Singapore and
Indonesia only to under-
score the point that the
CPI-M resists foreign
direct investment in Delhi,
but keeps mum when Mr
Bhattacharjee invites FDI
as chief minister of West
Bengal. -
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Sonia accuses BJP of shifting

stand over women’s bill ,

Promises to continue efforts for building consensus
Special Correspondentq’%\ X

NEW DELHI: Congress presidlnt
Sonia Gandhi on Thursday ac-
cused the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and its allies of going back on
their earlier stand on the wom-
en’s reservation bill, but said ef-
forts to build a consensus would
continue.

“While there was an agree-
ment among the UPA (United
Progressive Alliance) and the
Left on the original Bill which
provides for one third reserva-
tion for women within the exist-
ing strength of Parliament and
Assemblies, the BJP and its part-
ners have now completely
changed their stand and gone
back on what they have been
saying so far. Our efforts to build
a consensus will continue,” Ms.
Gandhi told a valedictory meet-
ing of the Congress Parliamen-
tary Party.

Lauding the Manmohan
Singh-led United Progressive Al-
liance Government for ensuring
the passage of the National Ru-
ral Employment Bill, she said an
important promise of the Con-
gress manifesto was fulfilled.

Referring to Dr. Singh, she
said he has had to balance vari-
ous considerations but in stand-
ing firmly behind the Bill, he is
standing up for crores of our
people whose lives depend on its
success. ‘

“He has been steadfast in his
support to it and its objectives,”
she said.

The Congress president out-
lined the indicators for rural
poverty and backwardness and

Congress President and
UPA Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi

on whose basis 200 districts
were to be selected. She said an
overwhelming majority of these
districts were in Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan.

She said these States were
governed by non-Congress gov-
ernments and showed that the
Congress did not play partisan
politics when it came to the
needs of the poor and the needy.

Two more pieces of legislation
that underlined Congress com-
mitment to gender equality and
justice was due to be passed.
These include the amendments
to the Hindu Succession Act and
another on Protection from Do-
mestic Violence.

U
cost !

40|

Recounting the promises
made by the UPA, she said, a
number of important Bills like
the one relating to restructur-
ing of the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission has
been introduced and hoped the
winter session would see their
passage. '

She said the Scheduled
Castes/Tribes Reservation Bill
on which the standing commit-
tee has submitted its report,
the Prevention and Control of
Communal Violence Bill and
the Bill on social security for
workers in the unorganised
sector would be accorded
priority.

Referring to the recent
floods in Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka, she said it was Mumbai
that captured most of the at-
tention but there were other
areas where there was tremen-
dous dislocation and devasta-
tion.

She said there was a need for
vastly improved civic infras-
tructure, particularly drainage
and more effective emergency
response systems.

The constitution of the Na-
tional Disaster Management
Authority, she said, would her-
ald a new approach. She hoped
the Government could bring
the Disaster Management Leg-
islation after the standing com-
mittee submitted its report.

Ms. Gandhi said the party
Chief Ministers conclave
would be held next month and
a date for the plenary would be
finalised at meeting of the Cen-
tral Steering (ara——iee



I(arunakarqan

wantsto .
retain ‘Cong’
& ‘Indira’

HT Correspondent
Thiruvananthapuram, August 25

A DAY after the EC refused per-
mission to veteran Kerala politi-
cian K. Karunakaran, who part-
ed ways with the Congress, to
name his new party National
Congress (Indira), his outfit on
Thursday approached the poll
watchdog with a new name re-
taining ‘Indira’ and ‘Congress’.
K. Muraleedharan, son of
Karunakaran, has sought the
name of ‘Indira Congress (De-
mocraticy for the party, EC
sources saild. The EC had on
Wednesday ruled that National
Congress (Indira) was
not acceptable because it sound-
ed similar to Indian National
Congress and confuse voters and
advised the regional party to
come up with a new name. The
Kerala patri-
arch  broke
away  from
Congress in
May and also
resigned his
Rajya Sabha
seat while his

son floated the
new  outfit.
“We have

emotional at-
tachment to Karunakaran

the words

‘Congress’ and ‘Indira’. Keeping
this in mind, we will decide on a
new name in consultation with
the Election Commission,” Mu-
raleedharan told.

The party’s legislature wing™—
leader T.M. Jacob, who recently
joined the outfit after dissolving

s the Kerala Congress faction led
it by him, was already in Delhi to
it pursue the matter. The party’s
f state executive, which met here
*  on Thursday, decided to strike
* adjustments with the LDF exten-
sively in next month’s local body
elections in the state as its prime

aim was to trounce the ruling
UDE, he said. “Wherever there
are adjustments with the LDF we

will be making it open. At the
same time, the party will have its
own manifesto, The party will
have no truck with w;z;;)'s left of

the UDF and communal forces,”
he said.
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J j Congt
“with rural emplo

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 AUGUST

J HE Congress on Thursday
I sought to take credit foran
ambitious Bill guarantee-
ing employment to rural masses,
with party chief Sonia Gandhi as-
serting that the “historic” meas-
ure would fulfil one of the biggest
promises the party made in its
election manifesto last year.

Declaring UPA government’s
resolve to improve the lives of ru-
ral people, Ms Gandhi — who
spoke for the first time onaBillin
the Lok Sabha — said through
the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Bill, 2004, “we are
starting to give them their right so
that they have a better future”.

The Congress chief, who ini-
tially spoke in Hindj, faced an Op-
position uproar briefly, when she
said the preceding NDA govern-
ment had failed to pay heed to
her party’s advice. The Congress
had advised them to part with ad-
ditional stocks of food grains
through the food-for-work pro-
gramme in drought-hit states,
three years ago.

“Many states, especially where
there were Congress govern-
ments, were reeling under
drought. We had requested the
NDA government...to start food-
for-work programme to help
starving people. But the NDA
failed to pay heed to the advice,”
she said, sparking strong protests
from the Opposition benches.

Justas the House seemed tobe
heading for an uproar with the
treasury, countering the Opposi-
tion tirade, Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee’s intervention and Ms
Gandhi’s own request for calm,
paid dividends. “Aap baad mein
jawab do naa. Koi problem nahin
hai (kindly give your comments
later. We have no problems),” the
UPA chairperson said.

Even before the Congress
could finish patting itself on the
back for getting its pet project,
“the National Rural Employment
Bill,” on wack, doubts about the
efficacy of the programme had
been raised by the BJP-led Oppo-
sition. The BJP, armed with in-
stances from the past and the ar-
guments and figures, mustered
by a select band of economists,
picked several holesinit.

Initiating the discussion on the

S

k3 3 3
bill in the Lok Sabha, senior BJP
leader, Kalyan Singh, who
presided over the report of the
standing committee, brought the
rejoicing UPA members back on
the ground with a speech replete
with facts based on past experi-
ences. Marshalling all the argu-
ments gathered during the 25 sit-
tings of the standing committee,
Mr Singh, who was making his
inaugural speech, delivered some
hard, uncomfortable facts.

The Bill, he said, had been in-
troduced without any home-
work. “Since the eighties, the

—

The Fcononic [itne,

o hit the roads.

A\
ent

country has been given at least
six rural employment-genera-
tion programmes, including the
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana, Rural
Landless Employment Genera-
tion Programme, Employment
Assurance Scheme, Sunischit
Gramin Rojgar Yojana, Food-for-
Work programme and the Sam-
poorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana.
‘We could have learnt important
lessons from the failures of all
these rural development proj-
ects,” Mr Singh said.

“However, was any stock-tak-
ing done? What were the costs
incurred? How many people ac-
tually benefited? Was any evalu-
ation done?” he added. “If these
projects had succeeded in attain-
ing their objective of creating em-
ployment opportunities in rural
areas, then no fresh programme
would be needed,” he asserted.

“All programmes havefailed
till now, butnolessons learnt,” he
lamented. The Maharashtra
model of employment genera-
tion scheme, which forms the ba-
sis for the NREG Bill, also came in
for a very critical scrutiny. “If my
information is correct, the CAG
made an assessment of the pro-
gramme only once in 1980.”
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TYTLER CONCEDES HIS POLITICAL FUTURE AT STAKE

Cong controls damage

Shahid Pervez in New Delhi

Aug. 9. — Reeling under widespread
public outrage and attacks from polit-
ical parties, including its allies, the
Congress leadership swung into a
damage-control exercise a day after
the Nanavati Commission report on
1984 anti-Sikh riots and Manmohan
Singh government’s action taken
report (ATR) were tabled in
Parliament.

The government and the Congress
today sent out signals that they were
ready to “amend” the ATR that was
savaged by both the Opposition and
the Congress allies, such as the RJD,
DMK and the Left, as an “eyewash,
non-committal and hugely unsatisfac-
tory”.

"The heat is clearly on the Union
minister for NRI aftairs, Mr Jagdish
Tytler, against whom the govern-
ment’s ATR rejected the Commi-
sston’s recommendation for necessary
further action on the ground that
after stating “there was credible evi-
dence against Tytler” it used the
words “very probably” in indicating

Mr Tytler's “hand in organising '

attacks on Sikhs”. Mr Tytler’s position
hangs in the balance as the govern-

Top brass in dedle

NEW DELHI, Aug. 9. — Top Congress
leadership tonight grappled with the
issues arising out of the Nanavati
Commission report amidst speculation
over the fate of Mr Jagdish Tytler,
indicted by the probe. Congress chief
Mrs Sonia Gandhi deliberated on the
matter with Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh and other senior party
leaders, including Mr Shivraj Patil, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, Mr Ghulam Nabi
Azad and Mr Ahmed Patel. — PTI

ment is expected to come under more
intense fire on the question of his con-

tinuance as a Union minister despite.

having come under a cloud in the
1984 Delhi massacre of Sikhs.
Although Mr Tyler has decided to
brazen it out, the Congress is divided
on the issue of his ministership, with a
section advocating that he should step
down voluntarily to save the govern-
ment and the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, from further
embarrassment. Another view within
the Congress is that the removal of
Mr Tytler would be tantamount to an

“admission of guilt”.

Sigpificantly, the government and
the Congress are now intent on dri-

ving home the point tha'{they were "

“open” to go “beyond the ATR” in
dealing with the panel’s recommen-
dations. The home minister, Mr
Shivraj Patil, told the party top brass
last evening that he was ready to
order further action and probes if
required. A series of high-level meet-
ings has taken place to work out a
strategy to “contain the damage”. In
the midst of uncertainty over his fate,
Mr Tytler today conceded that his
political future was at stake.

Earlier, the NDA stalled the pro-
ceedings of both Houses in
Parliament protesting against the gov-
ernment’s failure in taking action
against those indicted by Mr Justice
Nanavati. The former Prime Minister,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, echoed the
demand of his party for the resigna-
tion of Mr Tytler as well as Dr Singh.

The CPI-M and CPI have asked the
government to launch prosecution
against the indicted persons and those
whose culpability has been indicated
by the Nanavati panel.

The Congress gave clear indica-
tions of taking some corrective mea-
sures saying “we are a sensitive politi-
cal party and assessment of the situa-
tion is a continuous process”.

More reports on page 5

—



1984 recall for four leaders

Here’s what is Q

against them" ﬁ\

THE JUSTICE Nanavati Commission
has made these observations on
Congress leaders Jagdish Tytler, YC‘
Sajjan Kumar, H.K.L. Bhagat and

D.D. Shastri. %
astri \LS\

Tytler: “There is credible evidence
against Tytler to the effect that very
probably he had a hand in organising
attacks on Sikhs,” says the commission.

A witness, Jasbir Singh, alleged he saw
Tytler in a car near the TB Hospital on
the night of November 3, 1984. Tytler
“rebuked” some people standing there.
Tytler said if his instructions were not
carried out his position will be “greatly
lowered in the eyes of central leaders.”

Tytler allegedly protested against “nomi-
nal killing” in his constituency as com-
pared to East Delhi, Outer Delhi and

Delhi Cantt. He said that it will be diffi-
cult for him to stake claim (sic) in future
as he had promised “large scale killing of
Sikhs.”

However, the Nanavati report says that
Jasbir Singh made no such allegations
before any other commission.

Surinder Singh, head granthi of
Gurdwara Pulbangash, told several com-
missions that Tytler led a mob which
attacked the gurdwara on November 1.

But Tytler says Surinder Singh signed a
second affidavit in which he denies saw
Tytler among the mob. However, the
commission says the affidavit (absolving
Tytler) was obtained pressure.

Shastri: There is “credible evidence”
that he instigated his men to organise
attacks. The commission says the govt
examine relevant material and direct
investigations.

Bhagat: credible evidence that he was
“very probably” involved in the riots. But
commission recommends no action
because of his health. Affidavits allege
Bhagat was in Trilokpuri along with 15
people who killed Sikhs.

Kumar: Suggests probes in seven
cases where witnesses have accused
him specifically, but no chargesheets
have been filed. If there is justification,
further action be taken under faw.

AJAY AGGARWAL/HT
SHOT THROUGH THE HEART: A Sikh riots victim breaks down during a
protest at the Jantar Mantar on Tuesday.

No complaint
against me in
21 yrs: Tytler

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 9

UNION MINISTER Jagdish
Tytler, who has been named in
the Nanavati Commission re-
port, on Tuesday claimed that he
was an “innocent victim”.

Not a single person affected
by the riots has filed a complaint
against me in the last 21 years.
said Tytler at a press confer-
ence.

“Much before the Justice
Nanavati Commission, eight ot-
her commissions have given
their reports. I have not been
mentioned directly or even indi-
rectly in any one of them,” said
Tytler, who is an MP from Delhi
Sadar.

Tytler said that the affidavit
on the basis of which the com-
mission has made adverse com-
ment against him was false.

He said that Surender Singh,
who initially accused him in an
affidavit, later said the affidavit
was written in English and he
did not understand what was
written on it.

Subsequently, he filed a sec-
ond affidavit absolving Tytler of
all charges.

Tytler said that he was not in
Delhi on October 31, the day
when Indira Gandhi was assas-
sinated.

“I was in Amethi on October
31. On November one, 1984, right
from the morning, I was near In-
diraji’s body till 6 p.m.”

“Even Nanavati has menti-
oned my involvement as ‘proba-
ble’ on the basis of Surender
Singh’s affidavit, which said
that he saw me leading a mob at
9a.m. How can I be at two places
at the same time,” he asked.

Tytler said that the party and
the government have absolved
him of any charge. “There is no
pressure on me to resign,” he--
said. -



Pranab remains
PCC helm

-

at stakte

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 8

PRANAB MUKHERJEE has
been renominated as state PCC
president.

The Congress high command
has decided not to disturb the ex-
isting arrangement in West Ben-
gal by retaining Mukherjee as
PCC chief and Pradip Bhat-
tacharya, an ex-MP, as working
president though a section in the
state unit wanted two working
presidents to strike a balance be-
tween the old guard and the new
leadership.

Pranab is bound to have his
hands full because he is also the
defence minister, leader of the
House in Lok Sabha, heads over
a dozen groups of ministers and
also oversees the party’s affairs
in Punjab. He had been reluc-
tant to take over the reins of the
state unit and had let the central
leadership know of this. But the
leadership saw in him an able
leader who will be able to guide
the party in the run-up to the
2006 Assembly polls.

Given Mukherjee’s stature, the
party also expects him to put a
lid on the infighting that has
been plaguing the party. Under
Mukherjee’s leadership, the Con-

(’n

KA,NKO"'\'\

gress had in fact improved its tal-
1y in the Lok Sabha at the cost of
Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool
who was the sole victor from her
party in the state in the last polls.

Apparently to lighten
Mukherjee’s task, Pradip Bhat-
tacharya, who was state party
general secretary, was made the
working president sometime
back. Bhattacharya said launch-
ing of a movement against the
Left Front government would be
the top priority of the new
Pradesh Congress committee.

Bhattacharya said the PCC
will soon chalk out its course of
programme on “anti-people poli-
cies and failures” of the ruling
Left Front. The details will be
chalked out in consultation with
Mukherjee.



KOLKATA, July 31. — Mr Subrata
Mukherjee will rejoin the Congress
soon. The United Democratic
Alliance (UDA), set up shortly before
the civic polls, will also merge with the
Congress. This decision was taken at a
meeting held at Madhusudan Mancha
this moming, The UDA leaders are
keeping in touch with PCC leadership.
The date of its formal merging will be
announced later.

Three of Mr Mukherjee’s MLA col-
leagues Mr Ambika Banerjee, Mr
Nirved Roy and Mr Paras Dutta were
present at the meeting. Interestingly
the three MLAs, who are active mem-
bers of UDA, Mr Tapas Roy, Mr
Paresh Pal and Mr Ashok Deb were
absent.

Mr Mukherjee urged all right mind-

. Subrata to rejoin Congress

ed anti-CPI-M people to come undér
one umbrella to fight against the mis-
rule of the CPI-M. He said that the
CPI-M is taking the advantage of the
divide in the Opposition.

The UDA leaders said that the last
Lok Sabha and the recently held KMC
polis have revealed that the Congress
is emerging as the biggest Opposition
in the state. Steps should therefore be
taken to strengthen the hand of
Congress which is the “ biggest nation-
alist and secular party in the country.”

The resolution further stated that
before the Assembly polls, scheduled
to be held next year, all the Opposition
parties must unite under one banner to
resist the ruling Left Front.

When asked how could the
Congress fight against the CPI-M, as
the latter is a part of UPA, the UDA
leadership observed that the alliance
at the centre is a political compulsion

g

and it will not stop the Congress from
launching movements against the CPI-
M.

It may be recalled that the Trinamul
Congress chief, Miss Mamata
Banerjee, had categorically stated that
her party would not enter into any
alliance with the Congress since it had
taken the support the CPI-M for its
existence.

Some Trinamul leaders observed
that apart from Mr Mukherjee the
other UDA leaders will have no say in
the PCC. “They have neither mass
base nor contacts in Delhi and this will
be the end of their political career.
Even Mr Mukherjee will find it
extremely difficult to work in Congress
since he has exposed himself before
the party workers and leaders,” said
one of them. The leaders said that
some of the UDA leaders are desper-
ately trying to return to the Trinamul.
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~Attack on workers

\':\\'&%;

outrageous

Sonia Promises Fair Probe Into
Gurgaon Clash, Cong Seeks To
Project Pro-Worker image

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 JUlY

the brutal attack
on workers in Con-
gress run Haryana

causing a huge image problem
for the party, Ms Sonia Gandhi
on Wednesday once again reiter-
ated the promise for a fair probe
into the incident.

Sensing that the Haryana gov-
ernment’s stand favouring the
multinationals could make theis-
sue a cause of conflict between
“aam admi’s India” and “corpo-
rate India”, Ms Gandhi said her
party was outraged by the Gur-
gaon attack. “A judicial inquiry
has been ordered and I am sure
that those responsible will be
held accountable. Let me at the
outset reiterate my personal and
indeed our collective anguish
and shock at recent confronta-
tions between striking workers
and the police in Gurgaon that
led to tragic consequences,” she
told at a meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Party here.

With the Centre coming under
persistent attack from within the

alliance for its failure toact on the
pro-aam admi promises made in
the Common Mimimum Pro-
gramme, the perception of the
government backing multina-
tionals at this juncture could be
politically prohibitive.

Incidentally, this script was
used against the NDA when it
was in charge at the Centre with
the Congress describing every
economic initiative of the then
government as aimed at benefit-
ing the industry and business
class.With the Left and the NDA
taking up the Gurgaon incident
in a big way, the Congress has no
choice but to make emphatic¢
statements backing the workers.
Itrecalled that only 48 hours ago,
the state industry minister Ran-
deep Surjewala blamed workers
of the HMSI for the troubles in
Gurgaon.

The Centre hasbeen findingit-
self in a difficult situation after the
Haryana government allowed
the police to “sort out” the issue.
While it gave the Left an oppor-
tunity to project itself as the only
pro-poor formation in the ruling
side, the Communists’ plans fora

Ioanne

he Econnmiic Tim-e

prolonged agitation on the mat-
ter could dent the Congress’ culti-
vated pro-poor image.

The development could also
force government leaders to take
up issues like Jabour reforms off
their political discourse.

The Prime Minister, who has
been exhorting allies of the gov-
emment to think “out of the
box”, is sure to face pressure to
accommodate the Left’s con-
cerns, which are normally at
variance with the government’s ,
thinking. The government will
also be required to reconcile the
conflicting views of the labourers ’
and MNCs. While the labourers
are planning agitations, MNCs
have begun to put pressure on
the Centre through their respec- '

tive embassies. |
Y7
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| /REF I Sonia to Bibek Debroy: clear all
research papers with executive panel

Gujarat eport:
Sonia plays editor, |
author says | qult

JAYMAZOOMDAARQ & 2
NEWDELHLJULYS |

FTER being asked by

Rajiv Gandhi Founda-

tion chairperson Sonia

Gandhito getall research
papers vetted by her executive com-
mittee, Rajiv Gandhi Institute for
Contemporary Studies director Bibek
Debroy has resigned.

Gandhi’s instruction follows De-
broy’s report on economic freedom in
Indian states which gave top ranking
to Gujarat. The report was cheered,
celebrated and publicised by Gujarat
Chief Minister Narendra Modi.

‘While the Congress thought the re-
port offered Gujarat CM a political
handle, its leader and RGF head is-
sued a letter to Debroy asking him to
get all research papers vetted by the

committee before publishing. Apart .

from Sonia Gandhi and RGF secre-
tary general Manmohan Malhotra,
Suman Dubey, V Krishnamurthy and
P Chidambaram are members of the
committee. Malhotra was unavailable
for comment.

“For a fiercely independent re-
searcher like Debroy, that amounted
to a marching order. We all know he
would have never compromised,” said
Debroy’s friend and economist, Amir
Khan of India Development Founda-
tion.

So on May 1, Debroy resigned. He
will quit office on August 31 after a
two-month notice period.

Although Debroy confirmed his
resignation— “I will vacate office on

\V

What the repor. said

Gujarat ranks No 1 in economic freedom
index, Factored in:

i ‘ I Security of prop-

B\ | ety rights (Gujarat

ranked No 8)
I Size of govt (No.
2 after Chhattis-
garh)
l Regulanon of credit, labour and busi-
ness (Gujarat ranked No. 5)

M Taken together, this ranked it No 1

What the author says

M We state facts, don't go into explana-
tion of who or what responsible.

M Report reflects result of successive
governments, can't be linked to any
individual or government.

# Data used sourced till 2001 and early
2002—hefore Modi's tenure.

M We dealt with economic freedom,
not social or political freedom.

August 31”— he refused to comment
on it. He, however, defended his re-
port.

Speaking to The Indian Express he
said: “Iwould point out just five things.
First, as researchers, we state facts and
usually don’t go into explanation of
who or what are responsible for those
facts. That’s a different scope of acad-

emics all together. Secondly, the re--

port reflects the state of Gujarat as a
result of successive governments and
can’t be linked to any individual or
government. Thirdly, data used in the
researchwere sourced nll 2001 and

: 414 UED ON PARE 2

g"’:

——

WNJAN FYTRESS

//Gu

early 2002—<learly &?(Sre
Modi’s tenure as the CM
began. Fourthly, we were
dealing with economic free-
dom and not social or politi-
cal freedom. Finally, the
states were judged in three
parameters and Gujarat
fared exceptionally well in
terms of the size of govern-
ment, which eventually
placeditontop.”

Economist Lavesh Bhan-
dari, co-author of the re-
port, told The Indian Ex-
press that while it was
opportunistic of Narendra
Modi to use the report in his
publicity drive, the Congress
failed to react in a mature
way.

(9 “I was surprised to 3¢e

rat report: Sonia
ays editor, author
' puts in nlspaper +

how such a simple repo
could inspire this political
tamasha. Debroy’s resigna-
tion is very unfortunate. It
sends wrong signals so far
academic freedom is con-
cerned,” he said.

« Subodh Kumar of Friedr-
ish Naumann Stiftung, the
German institute that com-
missioned the report, said:
“The Congress has to be
blamed more than Modi for
such an unwise move. If
Modi has been irresponsi-
ble, then Sonia Gandhi, giv-
ing in to pressure from her '
own party members, has
been reckless in her deci-/i

sion.” /
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“Priya is Cong nominge

for Sunil Dutt’s sea

New Delhi: Priya ’tz:augh-
ter of late Sunil Dutt, will be
the Congress candidate for the

Mumbai North-West Lok Sab

ha constituency rep-
resented by her ac-
tor-turned-politician
father, party sources
said on Friday.
“Priya will be the
Congress candidate

for the Mumbai
North-West Lok Sab-
ha constituency

whenever the elec-
tions are held,”

party
spokesman Abishek Singhvi
told reporters in New Delhi.
He said Priya and her actor
brother Sanjay Dutt earlier
met Congress president Sonia

T

Gandhi. q\ -\
Meanwhile, Singhvi said for-
mer Goa PCC chief Shantaram
Nalk was made the Congress
candidate for the bien-
nial Rajya Sabha elec-
tions from Goa deny-
ing the nomination to
former Union minis-
ter Eduardo Faleiro.
As expected, Con-
gress  renominated
Ahmed Patel, political
secretary to Gandhi,
) for the Rajya Sabha
elections from Gujarat. In
West Bengal, the party de-
clared its support to Indeped-
nent candidate Arjun Sengup-
ta, who is also backed by the

Left parties. /
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Tonk firing a barbarous act: Sonia

No comment on actlon against Rajasthan Government Q% v q\F 0 Z\

Sunny Sebastian

TONK (RAJASTHAN): Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
Thursday termed the police ac-
tion on farmers which led to five
deaths here last week as a “bar-
barous act” which deserved
“condemnation” but refused to
comment on recommending any
possible action against the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party- -led Govern-
ment in Rajasthan in this regard.

“The way they were fired up-
on... it is shocking. One cannot
understand why and how it was
done,” Ms. Gandhi said talking
briefly to media persons outside
the district hospital, the last des-
tination during her four-hour
long visit to Tonk.

Ms. Gandhi, who visited the
families of the deceased in their
villages, handed over Rs.1lakh in
cash and a draft of Rs.1lakh each
-- as an equal contribution from
the All-India Congress Commit-
tee and the Pradesh Congress
Committee. She promised to
look into the chances for provid-
ing jobs to members of the fam-
ilies of the victims.

Visits hospital

Ms. Gandhi also visited the
Tonk district hospital to meet
persons who were admitted with
serious injuries in the police fir-
ing and handed over Rs.10,000
to each.

Observing that there was an
“enormous need of water” in the
area, she said if the local author-
ities orthe State could formulate
any project on drinking water,
the Centre would support it.

Ms.Gandhi was accompanied
from Dethi by two Union Minis-

- 2008

W

LENDING AN EAR: Congress presuient and UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi reachlng out
to people at Bawri village in Tonk district of Rajasthan on Thursday.
PHOTO: DILIP SINGH OF RAJASTHAN PATRIKA

ters from Rajasthan, Sisram Ola
and Namonarain Meena, and
Congress general secretaries
Ashok Gehlot and Mukul Vasnik.
The Pradesh Congress Commit-

tee president, B.D.Kalla, and for-
mer Deputy Chief Ministers
Kamla and Bhanwarilal Bairwa
were also present.

Ms. Gandhi’s visit came as a

good augury to the grief-stricken
villages like Bhawdi, Jheerana
and Sehola as it was accompa-
nied by torrential pre-monsoon
showers. The parched fields all

|
i

along the\100 km stretch of Na-
tional Highway 12 from Jaipur to
Tonk too got their share of water
by the time her helicopter took
off around 2 p.m.

The visit came as a big dis-
appointment to the TV channels
which had their OB vans ready as
dust storms preceded the rains.
Ms. Gandhi also was drenched
by the time she finished with her
final destination.

“Paani ka hi intesar dha,”(we
were waiting for water), Uddha-
lal Chopra, president of Jat Ma-
hasabha, Piplu, said at Jheerana.
“Yeh phori tor pe rahat hai (this
is a temporary relief),” Mr.Cho-
pra, who was among the gather-
ing which waited in Jheerana
when Ms. Gandhi visited the
place, said.

Promise on job

At Jheerana, outside the resi-
dence of Ramnarain, Ms.Gandhi
asked former Minister Harendra
Mirdha what “else we could do
for the family”. When Mr.Mird-
ha pointed it out to her that
Bhanwarlal, the son of the de-
ceased, was a graduate, she
sought details. At other places
also Ms. Gandhi said she would |
try to do something to provide
jobs to the kin of the victims. ‘

The people to whom Ms. }
Gandhi talked complained toher
of water scarcity in the fluoride- |
affected district and the breach |
of promise made by the State
Government on providing them |
with the water of Bisalpur pro-
ject. They also told her about the
“false” cases being registered |

against the local people after the
cathartic agitation of JunelS/J
s

i
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VEN as the Opposition is

up in arms, an embarrassed

Congress high command
on Wednesday appeared to be
clueless on how to handle its con-
troversial Punjab chief minister,
Capt Amarinder Singh's latest
provocative act— of attending a
function in Canada under the
banner of Khalistan.

But it may serve Sonia Gandhi
and her advisors well if they
bothered to revisit an episode in
! Kerala in 1985, when the
Congress-led government |
sacked a minister under |
the direction of then §
Prime Minister, Rajiv |
Gandhi, for making a
statement that was seen
as pro-Khalistan.

R Balakrishna Pillai,
senior
Karunakaran government, had
to quit when the chief minister,
backed by the then Prime Minis-
ter Gandhi, took strong objec-
tions to his remarks that Kerala
may also have to start a “Punjab-
model agitation”. Mr Pillai’s re-
marks came as his way of protest-
ing the Centre’s decision to shifta
railway coach factory, earmarked
for Palakkad district in Kerala, to
Kapurthala in Punjab as part of
the Rajiv-Longowal peace ac-
cord. Mr Pillai, known for his
quotable one-liners, chose toreg-
ister his protest by stating that the
Centre’s decision had shown that
only those who threatened the
violent path (read Puniab in the

3 JuN ¢

minister in. the X

la mum on
“VPunjab CM’
Khalistan ventuire

backdrop of Khalistan-driven
terrorism) could get away with
rewards. Therefore, Kerala, too,
may have to start “Punjab-model
agitation” to get the Centre to
meet its developmental aspira-
tions. As his remarks had come at
a sensitive time, with the Centre
working hard to douse the flames
of terrorism in Punjab, Congress
leadership both at the Centre and
the state took strong objections,
and within days he was made to
resign from the Karunakaran
government.

Nevermind that the chief min-
ister’s decision to address
a gathering at a Canada
Gurudwara, with a ban-
ner written ‘Khalistan
Zindabad’, adoring the
platform, came at a time
l when fresh attempts are
reportedly being made to
: revive the menace of ter-
rorism in  Punjab. AICC
spokesperson Jayanthi Natarajan
chose to be picture of studied
inarticulation: “The chief minis-
ter has already clarified that he
was not aware that a banner say-
ing ‘Khailstan Zinadab’ was there
at the venue of his address. It was
a mistake, nothing more should
bereadtoit.”

His defence was as unconvinc-
ing as the chief minister’s own ex-
planation that he was not aware
of the nature of the function. Ms
Natararajan, like the CM, refused
to elaborate as to why Mr Singh
chose to visit a place known as a
hub of the separatists, especially
since CM's” engagements are al-
ways well-scrutinised.

lhe Econvmic Tipg,



/Cong accuses RSS chief
of dlstortmg history

New Delhi: Congress on
Monday accused RSS
chief K Sudarshan of dis-
torting history by claiming
that the first prime minis-
ter of the country, Jawahar-
l1al Nehru, had been respon-
sible for the ills plaguing
the country today.

“He has a penchant for
twisting history and mak-
ing strange observations,”
Congress spokesman
Anand Sharma said, react-
ing to Sudarshan’s remarks
on Nehru.

Sharma said though the
RSS chief’s remarks did not
call for much attention,

JN THE

e has a
penchant for
twisting history
and making
strange
observations’

there was a need to set the
record straight. “Nehru
served prison terms for a to-
tal of 19 years during the
freedom struggle but what
was RSS’ role in the inde-
pendence movement?”

Sharma asked. Defending
Nehru, he said that after In-
dependence, Nehru had led
the reconstruction pro-
gramme by building insti-
tutions like the IITs and
IIMs, besides major dams
and steel plants around
the country.

“Sudarshan’s statement
in Lucknow was objection-
able as it sought to present
a distorted version of histo-
ry” Sharma said. He
accused the RSS boss of
a “medieval mindset”
and said everything he
had said was a negation of
history. mw




| Cong blasts B P over Sonia visit
VHP saint backs Advani

N;\DELHI June 16. — Swami Vishvesha Teerth of Udupi's Pejavar Mutt, a key
founder-member of the VHP, today condemned the resoiution adopted by the
Parishad against Mr Advani and asked the outfit to “abandon extremist positions,
which go against the grain of Hindu culture and ethos”. The Swami who met Mr
Advani earlier today, claimed that the BJP president was “willing to meet” Hindu
religious leaders and “give clarifications”. Addressing a press conference the Swami,
said he was against both its “language and content’. VHP sources attributed the
Swami's statement to his disciple Miss Uma Bharati “who is trying to win back Mr

NEW DELHI, June 16. - The
Congress today debunked the BIP’s
questioning of Mrs Sonia Gandhi
using Reliance’s private ultra-modern
jet for her Russia visit. It also joined
issue with the BJP over the latter’s
criticism of the nature of the visit.
BJP’s question: “In what Mr Natwar
Singh tagged along with Mrs
Gandhi,” too came in for criticism.
Mr Anand Sharma, said: “It is the
Congress party’s established prac-
tice that depending on the require-
ment, whenever Mrs Gandhi travels,
the party hires a chartered private
plane or helicopter from various
' companies and pays their charges in

17 JuN omns

Advani's confidence”. — PTI

each case.” Mr Sharma said: “In this
case it happened to be the Reliance
jet for which the Congress paid the
company an advance of Rs 12 lakh
on 2 June, what is wrong in that.”
Mr Sharma said: “There is no ban
on using a chartered aircraft of this
company for a fee.” The Congress’
move to hire private aircraft for Mrs

THE <7

Gandhi’s visits for election-related or
other purposes is also cleared by vari-
ous security agencies, said Mr
Sharma. The Congress said the
BJP’s “top leaders and even second
and third-rung leaders”, use char-
tered aircraft from various compa-
nies, including Reliance, for their
various trips. — SNS
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PM no prisoner of protocol

NEW DELHI, June 15. — In the wake of
the controversy triggered by the Prime
Minister’s alleged breach of protocol in
seeing off Mrs Sonia Gandhi at the airport
early on Monday when she was leaving for
Russia, the Congress and the PMO today
sprang to the defence of the two leaders.
In accordance with protocol and prece-
dent, the PM is supposed to receive and
see off only the President, the Vice-
President and visiting top foreign digni-
taries. The PMO said: “A PM can never
be a prisoner of protocol.” Defending Dr
Manmohan Singh’s action, it said: “A PM
can go and receive anybody he wants to,
see off a friend if he wants to. In this case,
he went to see off his party president.”
The BJP was quick to seize upon the
controversy to reinforce its consistent alle-
gation that the authority of the PM’ has
been “eroded” under the UPA regime.
The Congress denied that there had been

SWEET NOTHINGS? The PM and Mrs Gandhi

any breach of protocol. Eyebrows were
also raised over Mrs Gandhi’s use of a pri-
vate, luxurious jet, reportedly belonging to
one of the country’s leading industrial

houses, for her Russia trip. — SNS
India, Russia to fight terror together:
page 4



Cong storms

back in Goa,
WIns Har;fana

n
MG pe
HT Correspondents and Agencies (<
New Delhi, June 5
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THE CONGRESS, which came u}ader aM
during the political turmoil in Goa three
months ago, stormed back to power in the
state on Sunday and swept all the three by-
elections in Haryana. But it lost in Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Kar-
nataka, where the Samajwadi Party opened
its account winning the Shimoga Lok Sabha
constituency.

The Congress won three of the five by-
polls in Goa. And with its ally, the NCP, bag-
ging one seat, the Congress-led United Leg-
islature Party raised its tally to 21 in a
House of 39 in the state that came under
President’s Rule in March after two contro-
versial confidence votes unseated the BJP
and put the Congress in power. The BJP won
the fifth seat and raised its tally to 17. It also
has the support of a UGDP MLA. The Con-
gress Legislature Party will meet on Mon-
day in Panaji to elect its new leader.

Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda, at
present a Lok Sabha member, fulfilled the
constitutional requirement of becoming a
member of the Assembly when he won the .
Kiloi seat with a huge margin of over 1lakh
votes defeating INLD’s Azad Singh Attri.

Two of his party colleagues, Savitri Jin-
dal and Kiran Choudhary, rode a sympathy
wave to secure similar margins of victory in
Hissar and Tosham cashing in on the deaths
of their husbands O.P. Jindal and Surender
Singh in a helicopter crash a few months be-
fore. The Samajwadi Party’s S. Bangarappa
won the Shimoga LS seat in Karnataka
which he had quit as a BJP member to join
the SP a few months ago.

Elsewhere, the Congress ran out of luck.
In the Chamrajpet assembly constituency in
Karnataka vacated by former Chief Minis-
ter S.M. Krishna, the party lost to its coali-
tion partner JD(S).

At Penukonda in Andhra Pradesh, TDP’s
P. Sunita defeated her nearest rival B. Srira-
mulu of the Congress by 18,850 votes. Suni-
ta rode the sympathy wave generated by her
husband and TDP MLA Paritala Ravi’s mur-

der late last year.
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NEW DELHI, May 28, —
was today formally elect

dent unopposed for a thip
tations that she would

bility to the “next generation,” including Mr
Rahul Gandhi, in the oOrganisation at varioyus
levels to make jt more vibrant.

Mrs Gandhi was re-elected for the top
party post a year after she marshalled
Opposition forces to hand out a shock defeat
to the NDA in the Lok Sabha polls and later

of the Prime Minister.
ed elected unanimously,
Partymen at the AlCC

he presence of senior
leaders and Ministers, that “we should not

rest on our laurels and should be more
active than earlier”,

Mrs Gandhi, who also heads the ruling
Congress-led UFA, preceded her remarks by
saying that the party had encountered many a
challenges in the bast and regained power at
the Centre after cight long years. With her for-
al re-election as party chief, the entire AICC
Scretariat has in a way assumed a Garetaker
Stafus. She, however, had made it clear earlier
that she had 10 pla Yo make drastic changes

in the $&t up. At the same time, she has said
“ tion,” including Rahul,

that the “next generation, ilty.

would. have to share greater resxzons&

Her)rzﬂecﬁon would be ratified at g party

Mrs Sonia Gandhj
ed Congress presi-
d term amid expec-
give greater responsi-

headquarters, in

plenpity expected to be gl by Septeraber.

MAN
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“Sonia rg;elected Congress chief
S 0

No room for complacency; we h%‘ve to work harder than ever before, partymen told -

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Sonia Gandhi was for-
mally re-elected Congress presi-
dent here on Saturday morning,
What has been a foregone con-
clusion since the organisational
elections were announced be-
came a fact today with no oppo-
sition to her candidature for the
post that saw an election the last
time round in 2000.

This will be her third term as
Congress president since she
took reins of the organisation in
March 1998.

Ms. Gandhi’s re-election was
announced by the chairman of
the party’s Central Election Au-
thority, Oscar Fernandes, at the
Congress headquarters to the
burst of crackers and drum beat-
ing. Of the 100 sets of nomina-
tion papers filed in her favour,
three were found invalid — that
of the All-India Mabhila
Congress.

Soon after going through the
formality of accepting her “elec-
tion certificate” from Mr. Fer-
nandes, Ms. Gandhi told the
gathering that she would work
shoulder-to-shoulder with them
to build the organisation.

Stating that the Congress had
been able to return to power at
the Centre in the face of numer-
ous challenges, Ms. Gandhi un-
derlined that there was no room
for complacency. “We need to
work harder than ever before,”
she emphasised, thanking the
workers for their cooperation.

With this, Ms. Gandhi return-
e. to her adjoining residence
even as leaders and workers
n:ade a beeline to congratulate

i her.

For the next couple of hours,
10 Janpath witnessed a steady
stream of visitors as the cele-
brations continued outside. The
entire senior leadership of the
party, except Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh — who is away
in Himachal Pradesh — was pre-
sent.

Ms. Gandhi was first appoint-
ed to the post on March 14, 1998.
In 2000, she faced a challenge |
from Jitendra Prasad who could . .. ) !
manage only 10 votes in the final ROSES ALL THE WAY: Sonia Gandhi is all smiles on being re-elected Congress president '
countdown, without contest in New Delhi on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

29 may grps  THE ML



Sonia set to be re-elected

+"«Congress president

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], May 27. —
Mrs Sonia Gandhti is all set
to assume the reins of the
Congress afresh even as a
formal announcement of
her re-election as party
chief is awaited. Her “una-
nimous” re-election as the
Congress president is now
a fait accompli since there
is no challenger to her
candidature in the fray.

As  expected, Mrs
Gandhi remained the only
contestant for the top
party post as the deadline
for filing of nomination
papers ended at 3 p.m.
today, according to the
AICC’s Central Election
Authority chairman, Mr
Oscar Fernandecs.

Mr Fernandes said that
a formal announcement of
Mrs Gandhi’s re-election
¥ill be made tomorrow
ifter scrutiny of nomina-
ions. He said that alto-
sether 100 sets of nomina-

tion papers had been
received since 25 May
when the filing of nomina-
tion for the Congress pres-
ident’s election began. All
of them proposed Mrs
Gandhi’s name, he said,
adding there was no other
candidate for the post.

This is to be the incum-
bent Congress chief’s first
re-clection after spear-
heading the Congress-led
UPA to victory in the Lok
Sabha polls Iast Vear.

The re-election of Mrs
Gandhi was a foregone
conclusion as the entire
Congress leadership from
all over the country —
including the Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh, Cabinet ministers,
chief ministers, AICC gen-
eral secretaries, CWC
members and other senior
leaders — collectively ral-
lied behind her, filing alto-
gether 100 sets of nomina-
tion papers proposing just
onc name for the top

Y‘ r

Congress office. =~

The Congress’ “genext”,/
led by “heir apparent” Mr
Rahul Gandhi, the MP
from Amethi, also filed a
nomination paper for his
mother, along with other
young leaders from UP.

The AICC today went
overboard in showering
praise on Mrs Gandhi’s
leadership, describing her
election and the ongoing
organisational noll as =
“mornentous exercise in
intern@l party democracy”.

In ilis tribute to Mrs
Gandt'h,  the - AICC
spokesman, Mr Abhishek
Singhvis Said she repre-
sents th® “true tradition of
continuity 1n the Congress
whose transparent, partici-
pative and democratic
functionifg could not be
matched by other parties”.

To a ql'.estion about Mrs
Gandhi’s Unopposed elec-
tion, M: Singhvi said:
“The electon was an open
affair.”
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89 nominations filed for Sonia

Most States don’t pay heed to advice on limiting number of

nominations

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Sonia Gandhi is all set
to be re-elected Congress presi-
dent unopposed. All 89 nomina-
tions filed on Wednesday for the
post were in favour of the in-
cumbent. Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh was the first to
propose her name. But for the
sudden death of Cabinet Minis-
ter Sunil Dutt, the number of
nominations would have crossed
the 100-mark as expected by
party managers.

Soon after his death was con-
firmed, it was decided that Ms.
Gandhi would not give her con-
sent for any more nominations.
As no nomination will be com-
plete without the consent of the
candidate, this decision virtually
capped the exercise.

Officially, however, the cen-
tral election authority will ac-
cept nominations till Friday
afternoon.

Though scrutiny of the papers
and their publication were to be
taken up within an hour of the
close of nominations, the exer-
cise has been postponed to the
following day as May 27 is Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s death
anniversary.

Elaborate preparations

Elaborate preparations were
made for the filing of nomina-
tions with delegates from across
the country swarming the Con-
gress headquarters from early
hours. Most Congress Chief
Ministers and practically all Pra-
desh Congress Committee presi-
dents were in attendance.

The exercise began with the
Prime Minister leading veterans
of the party to Ms. Gandhi’s
residence.

After securing her consent,
Dr. Singh — accompanied by
practically the entire central
leadership — went to the Con-
gress headquarters.
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NO DOUBTS ABOUT THIS: Sonia Gandhi signs her nomination form for the June 9

election of the Congress president. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, the proposer, and
AICC general secretary Janardhan Dwivedi savour the scene at the party headguarters
in New Delhi on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

The first set of papers was
signed, besides by Dr. Singh, by
five Ministers — Shivraj Patil,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Arjun Singh,
G. Venkataswamy and P. R. Kyn-
diah — and senior leaders
Ambika Soni, M.L. Fotedar, Dig-
vijay Singh and Mohsina
Kidwai.

Soon after, Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee led another
set of senior leaders for filing the

Mm

second set of nominations.

In a brief interaction with the
media, the Prime Minister said:
“It was my proud privilege to
propose Ms. Gandhi’s name for
the post of Congress president.”
Asked whether the party had no
other leader for the post, he said
the nation already decided on
her leadership.

That most States did not heed
the central leadership’s advice to

limit the number of nominations !

was evident from the filing of 89
sets before she cut short the ex-
ercise.

The big States were asked to
file a maximum of five nomina-
tions, the middle-sized States
not more than three and the
small ones one each.

Among the last nominations
filed was the one proposed by

Ms. Gandhi’s son, Rahul Gandhi.
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May 25: Sunil Dutt, a bigger
hero in real life than in reel
life, passed away in his sleep
after a heart attack today.

The lane leading to the Du-
tt home in Pali Hill saw a tide
of people surging in to pay the-
ir respects, from Manmohan
Singh and Sonia Gandhi, Ami-
tabh Bachchan and Dilip Ku-
mar to the slumdwellers for
whom “he was like our fa-
ther”.

Dutt, who would have tur-
ned 76 next month, is survived
by his son Sunjay and daugh-
ters Namrata and Priya. He
was cremated in the evening.

The actor who made his
mark in Mother India first fou-
ght an election in 1984, on Raj-
iv Gandhi’s request, and went
on to become one of India’s
most respected politicians.

Many of the mourners out-
side the iron gates in Nargis
Dutt Lane, named after his wi-
fe, were burga-clad poor wom-
en, a constituency not served |
by many politicians. Some had !
been encouraged to join the
Congress by “Dutt saab”.

“We are all from the Con-
gress party,” said Mohsina
Biwi, from Jogeshwari, who
came with a small bouquet of
white flowers. “He was like
our father. He took care of all
of us, of the poor especially.”

Dutt had taken a quiet step
towards politics in 1977 when
many in the Congress were be-
ginning to distance themsel-
ves from Indira Gandhi after
her poll debacle. A staunch be-
liever in secularism, Dutt of-
fered her moral support. After
her return to power in 1980, In-
dira Gandhi nominated his wi-
fe Nargis to the Rajya Sabha.

After Nargis died of cancer
in 1981, Dutt took up the cause
of cancer cure. This was just
one of the many causes he
championed. Communal har-
mony was another.

At the height of militancy
in Punjab, he led a peace mar-
ch from Mumbai to Amritsar.
Again, during the Mumbai
riots, he went with food and re-
lief for the victims and spent
nights with them when the
city was smouldering.

Even when Sunjay was jai-
led for alleged links with the
Bombay blasts and finally rel-
eased on the intervention of
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thacker-
ay, Dutt’s loyalty to the party
did not waver.

But loyalty did not stop .
him from speaking his mind, |
whether it was against Tada (a
now defunct anti-terror law)
or Shiv Sena reject Sanjay
Nirugjgu}s;;‘ltry into the Con-
gressASee Page 6)
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qGovt has done
< wellbutnot "
Cong, says Sonia

C.L. Manoj

NEW DELHI 17 MAY

stated what hasbeen a private

worry of the party leadership
— the failure to boost the Congress
by using powerin Delhi as the pro-
peller. However, she said the UPA
government “has done a good job”
in its maiden year in office and as-
serted that it’s relation with the Left
will remain unaffected despite “dif-
ferences on certain policy matters”.

“I think the government has
done a good job, but not the Con-
gress”, she said when commenting
on herassessment on the one-year
rule of the UPA. Her remarks came
in the course of her informal inter-
action with the reporters on the
eve of the first anniversary of the
UPA regime. The comments were
clearly meant to send a message to
the party managers and regional
satraps. The fact that they will
have to pull up their socks and
have to be politically imaginative
in fulfilling the goal of reviving the
Congress to its original glory,
couldn‘t be better said.

This has been a concern for her
and the leadership ever since the
party’s ambitious electoral project
in Bihar and Jharkhand failed to
click. There hasalso been no visible
improvement in the Congress or-

S ONIA Gandhi has formally

ganisational front in the other ma-
jor northern states of UP, MP and
Rajasthan, where caste politics has
crippled the Congress. Internal
squabbles in many states like Ker-
ala, hasbeen a growing concern for
the leadership as well.

She said Congress’ performance
in the Bihar Assembly polls was
not unexpected given the party’s
poor health there, but admitted the
Jharkhand mess was a result of
gross political miscalculations. “In
Jharkhand, we did make some
mistakes. But I, as the leader, take
the responsibility, since the final
decisions came from me”, she said
when asked whether the Jhark-
hand poll managers would be tak-
en to task. Asked whether Rahul
Gandhi would get a formal assign-
ment, she quipped, “why just
Rahul, there are many other
youngsters in the party. We will
find a way to use each of them”.

However, she was bullish on the
Congress maiden experiment at
the Centre. “For starters, we have
done a good job in managing the
coalition. There has been frequent
coordinations and discussions on
policy-matters with our partners
and also the Left”.

When asked about the internal
rows in many states, she said, “just
see what is happening in the BJP
top leadership”.
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Jind: tﬁst a day after Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
expressed his disappoint-
ment with the performance
of the UPA government,
Congress chief Sonia Gand-
hi on Saturday said she was
“satisfied” with the Centre’s
work.

“There is no doubt
that sometimes a coalition
government has certain
limitations,” she said, ad-
dressing a thanksgiving
rally here on Saturday
“But despite this, we are sat-
isfied with the work of our

central government,” she
said.
In athinly-veiled attack on

the NDA, she said, “Our op-
ponents first said that our
government will never be
formed, and when it did,
they said it cannot run for
long. But their desire has not
been fulfilled. This month,
the government is complet-
ing one year in office.” It was
her first rally in Haryana af-
ter the Congress’ landslide

005 :
15 MhY 200 ﬂ‘/ﬁ ; ;-

+ Govt's done well
despite coalltmu

Son

\, )( L\(\v

v1ctory in the assembly polls
earlier this year.

Apologising for the delay
in coming to the state, she
said she had wanted to come
earlier to thank the people
for their support for the par-
ty, but the rally had to be
postponed because of the
helicopter crash which
killed ministers Om
Prakash Jindal and Suren-
dra Singh. Lambasting
the previous Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) government
in the state, Sonia said an
era of “mis-governance
and fear” had ended with
its ouster. She said the Con-
gress dispensation would
work for the development
of all sections of society
without discrimination.
Stressing on the need
to build awareness about
“dignity and respect” for
women, Sonia said, “Men
and women are like two
wheels of a vehicle. There
can be no progress unless
they work together.” emi
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Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The veter-
an Congress leader, K Karunak-
aran, who has led the formation
of the National Congress (Indi-
ra), on Monday confirmed his
resignation from the Rajya Sab-
ha. But he made it clear that the
new party need not necessarily
forge an alliance with the Left
Democratic Front.

Talking to mediapersons
here, Mr. Karunakaran said he
did not propose to go after any
political combination seeking
accommodation. “We have de-
| cided to form a new party be-

‘We have the support of the people’

Karunakaran quits as
Rajya Sabha member

! bt

cause we are confident of
standing on our legs. We have
the support of the people. This
would be proved in the coming
elections,” he said.

Mr. Karunakaran said he had
submitted his resignation a few
days ago. He had resigned only
to bring more clarity on the
question of whether the MLAs
supporting him should resign.

Panels setup

Mr. Karunakaran said the
new party had formed over
10,000 committees covering al-
most all the panchayats in Ker-
ala. The party would give a final
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shape to its policy perspectives
before the election to local bod-
ies. The party’s executive would
be announced in two days.

On the MLAs, he said they
need not resign as it would lead
to the loss of funds they were
eligible under the MLA fund.
“Let the distribution of funds get
over, then we shall examine the
question of resignation.”

He said the appointment of K.
Mohan Kumar, MLA, as presi-
dent of the Thiruvananthapu-
ram DCC flouted the party norm
that no MLA or MP would be
appointed to important party
posts.



Cong wants Najma
to quit all posts, "

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 11

Congress has described Naj-
ma Heptullah “manipula-
tion” of her photograph with
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
in a book as “national dis-
grace and a criminal of-
fence” and demanded a thor-
ough probe to unravel the
truth. The book is published
by ICCR of which Heptullah
is the chairperson.

Launching a broadside
against Heptullah for manip-
ulating her photograph to
prove her proximity to the
former Union minister, Con-
gress spokesman Anand
Sharma demanded her resig-
nation from the ICCR chair-
manship as also from all con-
stitutional and elected posts
she was currently holding.

“It is forged one. It’s a dis-
grace and criminal offence.
It’s abuse of office and dis-
tortion of history... If any
shame is left, Najma should
quit as chairperson of ICCR
and Rajya Sabha,” Sharma
strongly reacted to a report
in this connection which ap-
peared in the Hindustan
Times on Sunday.

In a diatribe against her,
Sharma felt that Najma was
unfit to represent India on in-
ternational fora. According-
1y, she should resign from the
presidentship of the Inter
Parliamentary Union,” he
demanded. Presently, Najma
is BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP
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Najma Heptullah

from Rajasthan.

The party accused her of
“misusing” the Maulana’s
name in the book “Journey
of a Legend” which she got
published as the ICCR chair-
person. “She must be held ac-
countable for the “superim-
position” of her photograph
and an inquiry should be set
up to bring out how it hap-
pened,” Sharma demanded.

Taking a dig at her for
changing her political affilia-
tion in quest of greener pas-
tures, he said, “Najma is now
in a party famous for distort-
ing, and misrepresenting
history. Not only that, she
also wrote a letter to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
that he should jointly release
the book with Pakistan Pres-
ident Musharraf during his
visit to India,” Sharma said
adding: “If Heptullah claims
family relationship with
Maulana Azad, why she wan-
ted a photograph with him?”
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Congress reschedules organisational
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By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31. Amid in-
creasing pressures and factional
pulls in various State units, the
Congress today announced res-
cheduling of organisational
elections in nine States includ-
ing Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Haryana. The re-
vised schedule could delay the
election of the All-India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) and the
new Congress president that
had been tentatively slated for
April-May. _

As per the revised schedule,
elections for the District Con-
gress Committee (DCC) presi-
dent and DCC executive would

have to be wrapped up by May
10 as against the earlier time-
table of March 14. However, the
AICC had earlier allowed Bihar,
Jharkhand and Haryana —
where Assembly elections were
held in February — to complete
this process by April 24.

The other States, which have
got extension are Rajasthan,
Sikkim, and the Union Territo-
ries of Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands and Pondicherry,
according to the revised sched-
ule released to the State units by
the party’s Central Election Au-
thority.

The Authority also informed
the State units that the schedule
for the election to the Pradesh
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Congress Committees would be
announced later.

In Tamil Nadu, the PCC pres-
ident, G. K. Vasan, has been
having a running battle with an
influential section of the State
unit, This faction — which in-
cludes several senior leaders
and members of Parliament —
were peeved at the PCC for cor-
nering a major share of the or-
ganisational set-up.

The clash between the ruling
establishment and a former
minister, P. Kannan, had result-
ed in the suspension of the lat-
ter during the run-up to the
membership drive in neigh-
bouring Pondicherry. Mr. Kan-
nan held a rally to demonstrate

elections in 9 States

his strenéth, hich was disap-

proved by ' the central
leadership.
Similar  problems  have

emerged in Kerala where the
Karunakaran faction has ac-
cused the PCC — in which the
‘T group has very little repre-
sentation — of managing the
membership drive in its favour.
His decision to convene three
rallies against the wishes of the
high command has resulted in
the suspension of his son and
former Kerala PCC president, K.
Muraleedharan. However, the
central leadership has acceded
to his demand for having Dis-
trict Returning Officers from
outside.




Cong changes stand
on Modi visa issue

Urges BJP to do some introspection

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 23

THE CONGRESS on
Wednesday said that its
stand over the visa denial to
Narendra Modi must not be
construed as an overwhelm-
ing support for the ‘tainted’
Gujarat chief minister. The
Congress has made a slight
change in its response on the
denial of US visa to the chief
minister. Congress on Wed-
nesday said it was a “nation-
al embarrassment” and BJP
must consider why he had to
face this situation.

“It is a national embar-
rassment. Government of In-
dia has asked the US to re-
view its decision revoking
visa to chief minister Modi.
But it did not heed the re-
quest. BJP must think over it
why it has happened,” party
spokesman Anand Sharma
told reporters.

The government’s state-
ments on the denial of visa
to Modi had created a flutter

Narendra Modi

in political circles and mur-
murs in Congress that was
going out of the way to de-
fend Modi.

Sharma said governme-
nt’s request should be vie-
wed in a limited perspective
of granting visa to a chief
minister and nothing more
than that. “Even the govern-
ment of India has never en-
dorsed the deeds of Gujarat
government,” he said.

Strongly dismissing sug-
gestions that the party
backed Modi, he said that

there was no dilution on its
stand against Modi and the
deeds of his government in
Gujarat.

Sharma said it was either
a “compulsion or accept-
ance” that Modi was BJP’s
“indispensable” leader de-
spite the fact that then Prime
Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister had reacted strong-
ly over the developments in
Gujarat.

“Atal Bihari Vajpayee, be-
fore leaving for the US after
the Gujarat carnage, had
said he had hung his head in
shame and even asked Modi
to follow Rajdharma. LK.
Advani was forced to apolo-
gise in London following op-
position to what had hap-
pened,” he recalled.

The US decision also came
in the backdrop of Advani
describing Gujarat the best-
administered state, he said
adding there was controver-
sy even about the visit as the
organisers now said they
had not invited Modi.
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* father’s:"
views on
peace bus

JAMMU, March 21. —
National Conference
president and former
minister of state for
external affairs Mr
Omar Abduliah today
admitted that there
were serious differences
between him and his
father Dr  Farooq
Abdullah on important
political issues, includ-
ing the special entry
permit system for the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service.

He also distanced
himself from Dr Abdul-
lal’s statement in the
Rajya Sabha opposing
the special entry permit
system, and advocating
that passports be issued
instead. Mr Abdullah
told the media that the
views expressed by his
father in Rajya Sabha
are personal and do not
reflect the National
Conference’s policies.

Only the party presi-
dent, general secretary
and the spokesman are
authorised to give policy
statements, he pointed
out. “After Dr
Abdullah’s statement in
the Upper House, 1
sought a clarification
from him. My father
told me those were his
personal views,” he said,
emphasising that his
party supports the spe-
cial entry permit system.

He urged the
Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment to set up a
committee for talks on
autonomy with his
party. “Since chief min-
ister Mr Mulfti
Mohammad Sayeed has
stated that neither he
nor his party is for
autonomy for the state,
now the Centre can
form a committee and
hold dialogue with NC
only,” he added. — SNS
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‘Rahul looks beyond
Amethi, joins Dandi

Denies counter to BJP rally

Press Trust of India
Anand, March 20

MAKING HIS first political foray
outside Uttar Pradesh, Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi on Sunday joined
the Dandi yatra near here and
brushed aside suggestions that his
presence was Congress’ answer to
BJP’ campaign on denial of US visa
to Gujarat chief minister Narendra
Modi.

“I'm here to participate in the
Dandi yatra. I'm not really con-
cerned with what the BJP is doing,”
the young MP said when asked by
reporters in the backdrop of per-
ception that Rahul has been roped
in to counter to BJP’s high-pitch
“Swabhiman rally” in Ahmedabad
on Sunday.

In the Yatra, the young Congress
leader, was accompanied by Delhi
chief minister Sheila Dixit and
Union science and technology min-
ister Kapil Sibal as the event recom-
menced at day-break from Kanka-
pura in Anand district.

Rahul’s political ventures have so
far been confined to his Lok Sabha
constituency Amethi and nearby
Rae Bareli in Uttar Pradesh and a
protest staged by young Congress
leaders outside the Parliament
House when the opposition NDA
forced adjournment of the House
over the Jharkhand power tussle
following the Governor’s controver-
sial decision.

The yatra, organised to commem-
orate the 75th anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s march to protest
the salt tax of the British Raj, en-
tered the ninth day today after it
was flagged off by Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi from Sabarmati
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REUTERS
Gandhian supporters cross the banks
of the Mahai River at Karali near
Ahmedabad on Sunday.

Ashram on March 12.

Rahul and other yatris walked
across a temporary wooden
bridge—especially built for the ya-
tra—over the Mahai river.

According to Congress leader
Jayantibhai Parmar, Gandhiji had
crossed Mahai on a boat while his
followers had waded through the
river as there was not much water
at that time. Without naming any
outfit, he criticised the “divisive
and destructive” policies of various
political parties”, which he claimed
divided people on communal lines.

“There are many challenges and
difficulties even today and the pres-
ent yatra is being held to spread the
message of national re-awakening
and harmony amongst the people
and present generation of youth of
the country,” he said.

Other Congress leader who aiso
joined Rahul included party general
secretary Ashok Ghelot and party
in-charge of Gujarat unit Mukul
Vasnik.
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HT Correspondent
Ahmedabad, March 12

HISTORY WAS re-enacted
at the Sabarmati Ashram at
dawn on Saturday as Sonia
Gandhi flagged off a com-
memorative ‘Dandi March’
on its 75th anniversary.

From this very place, at
about this time and on this
very date in 1930, the Mahat-
ma had begun his historic
Dandi March along with 78
associates. The 241-mile
march had culminated 26
days later at the coastal vil-
lage of Dandi in south Gu-
jarat with the Mahatma
picking up a fistful of salt —
a symbolic gesture of defi-
ance. But, the civil disobedi-
ence movement thus started
actually signalled the begin-
ning of the end of British
rule in India.

The march was widely
seen as a symbol of the “bat-
tle of right against might”.
“I know that the salt tax has
to go and many other things
with it,” Gandhi had said on
this day 75 years ago.

Present at the solemn,
pre-dawn function here on
Saturday were a galaxy of
Congress leaders including
several Union ministers and
functionaries of grassroots
organisations.

Sonia Gandhi, wearing an
off-white, sober cotton sari,
arrived at the Ashram at
6.30 am and prayed at Hri-
day Kunj, the Mahatma’s
residential quarters during
1918-30.

Gujarat Governor Nawal
Kishore Sharma and central
ministers like P.  Chi-
dambaram, Arjun Singh,
Mani Shankar Aiyar and S.
Jaipal Reddy, also attended
the function.

The Mahatma’s great-
grandson, Tushar Gandhi,
is among those who will re-
trace the historic walk by
the icon of non-violence.

Before the 241-mile re-en-
actment began, all those
present joined the Congress
president in reaffirming
their faith in Gandhian
principles like non-violence,
religious tolerance and
transparency in public life,

The Mahatma’s favourite
Ram Dhun and a brief sarod
recital of the Vaishnav Jana
by Ustad Amjad Ali Khan
and his two sons set the
right mood before the
march began.

Gandhiji’s relevance to-
day could be gauged from
the fact that the 78 marchers
chosen by the organisers
were far outnumbered by
common people and surviv-
ing freedom fighters besides
hundreds of Seva Dal volun-
teers and students. At least
40 of the participants were
foreigners.
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Dandi jubilee
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FORWARD MARCH: Congress workers and supporters setting off on the re-enactment of Gandhiji's famous march to Dandi in Ahmedabad on Saturday.

After handing over the Tri-
colour to some young marc-
hers, Sonia joined the march
up to the Mahatma’s statue at
the busy traffic junction of
the income tax circle, a dis-
tance of about 3 km. She gar-
landed the statue there.

In joining the march Sonia
also retraced a symbolic

walk her late husband and
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi had made in 1988 to
pay homage to the Dandi
march.

As the marchers walked
down the city’s best-known
thoroughfare, Ashram Road,
with slogans hailing Gandhi
and communal harmony

renting the air, it seemed im-
possible to believe that the
same street was witness to
unprecedented violence, po-
lice firing and curfew during
the post-Godhra riots three
years ago.

On both sides of the
streets, people had lined up
to greet marchers, some

waving small Tricolours,
others running drinking
water kiosks for them.

Later in the day the
marchers halted for rest and
refreshments at the Chan-
dola lake. From here, the
marchers proceed to the
small town of Aslali, south
of Ahmedabad.

Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, March 12

They know of Gandhi,
but not of Dandi

THE RE-ENACTMENT of the Dandi March has
certainly rejuvenated the state Congress, but old-
timers were shocked at the indifference and lack
of awareness about the great event among the new
generation. The Congress has affirmed the re-en-
actment has no political agenda, but most young
ones relate the event more with Sonia Gandhi’s
visit to the city than with the historic event.

Sangeeta, 19, a Vadaj area resident here, was out
on the streets to catch a glimpse of Sonia Gandhi,
but had no clue about the purpose. She had heard
of Gandhiji yes, but wasn’t sure about Dandi.

Mansur Imran, a student of automobile tech-
nology, thought they were observing Gandhiji’s
75th birth anniversary, seeing ‘75 in posters and
banners all over the city in the last few days.

“Why blame the youths, look at Congressmen,
with their mobile phones and mineral water bot-
tles,” says an agitated Banwarilal Chauhan, 89,
who watched the march pass by, “Insaniyat kho
gaya, kaumbaad chha gaya (humanity has gone,
communalism has spread)”, says freedomfighter
Trikamlal Parmar. Hazarilal Sharma, a 92-year-
old freedom fighter, was angry at the youths’ igno-
rance about Kasturba Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave and
other contemporaries of Gandhi.

A tableaux featuring the Mahatma in the re-enactment of the
Dandi March in Ahmedabad on Saturday.

AFP
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The fans

from
abroad

INTEREST IN the Mahat-
ma among foreigners ap-
pears to be on the rise. Over
40 participated in Satur-
day’s commemorative mar-
ch. And, they have all come
at their own initiative and
expense. They are here spe-
cially for the march — no
detour or extension of ava-
cation. They all came to
know of the event from an
announcement posted on
the net by Gandhiji’s great-
grandson, Tushar Gandhi,
on behalf of the Mahatma
Gandhi Foundation, co-
sponsor of the event.

“Our country needs to
learn about non-violence”,
said Thea Nietfeld from the
US. Acknowledging she
was always interested in
India, she said she came to
study the spiritual tradi-
tion through the march. Gi-
avin Brown (77) from Aus-
tralia is more committed.
“Bapu is the greatest man
to have walked this earth”,
he declared. Chinese jour-
nalist Tang Lu wants to
take the 26-day trek to find
out why people have so
much respect for Mahatma
Gandhi. She said the Chi-
riese find a lot in common
between Dandi march and
Mao Zedong’s Long March.

HTC, Ahmedabad
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THE CONGRESS HIGH command is exhibiting
an unprecedented readiness to take disciplinary
action against the dissident group led by the for-
mer Chief Minister, K. Karunakaran, in Kerala.
By suspending Mr. Karunakaran’s son, K. Mura-
leedharan, from the party, the high command
stood by the hard line it took in the run-up to the
rally organised by the dissident group in Koz-
hikode on March 9. Rather than pick on some
local organiser of the rally, it went for Mr. Mura-
leedharan in the hope that the disciplinary ac-
tion would dissuade other senior leaders from
identifying themselves with the dissidents. An-
other decisive measure, the whip issued to the
Congress Members of the Legislative Assembly
to vote in favour of the Government resolutions
on March 9, had the intended effect: none of the
MLAs owing allegiance to Mr. Karunakaran at-
tended the rally. Under similar circumstances in
the past, the high command would have chosen
a course of soft options, allowing matters to drift

fearing that Mr. Karunakaran might precipitatea

crisis. On his part, Mr. Karunakaran, after in-
dulging in some belligerent posturing, would al-
ways step back from the brink, with some
face-saving concessions in hand. Now, however,
the high command, without the pressure of an
impending general election, appears intent on
using the opportunity to rein in the dissidents.

But the crisis in the Congress is unlikely to
blow over soon. The MLAs in the Karunakaran
camp, restrained momentarily by the possibility
of disqualification, are expected to attend the
next rally of the group in Thiruvananthapuram
on March 12. Other than ordering the suspen-
sion of three youth wing leaders, the high com-
mand refrained from going any further with the
threat of disciplinary action. Moreover, while
Mr. Muraleedharan was suspended, no action

E soy

RULING FRONT TROUBLES "
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was taken against Mr. Karunakaran, who i§ un-
doubtedly the chief architect of the dissidence.
Mr. Karunakaran got away with daring the high
command to take action against him. The strate-
gy seems to be to leave some space for him to
retrace his steps. The dissident camp too seems
alive to the possibility of a patch-up. Significant-
ly, while the Chief Minister, Oommen Chandy,
was unmistakably the target of the rally, the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi, was spared. In-
deed, the dais of the rally had her portrait
alongside those of other members of the Nehru-
Gandhi family. Just as the high command adopt-
ed the ‘willing to strike, but afraid to wound’ tac-
tic, the Karunakaran camp seemed hesitant to go
for the kill. “

How the current crisis plays out depends on |
several factors, including the attitude of the Indi-
an Union Muslim League, a major ally of the
Congress-led United Democratic Front, and the !
Left Democratic Front led by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). Mr. Muraleedharan has
hinted that there could be realignment within the
UDF. The IUML remains in the UDF only be-
cause it sees no other option at this point of time:
the LDF will not have a communal party in its
fold. Already, the Karunakaran camp has the sup-
port of three smaller constituents of the UDF, the
Kerala Congress (Jacob), the Kerala Congress
(Balakrishna Pillai), and the Thamarakshan
group of the Revolutionary Socialist Party (Bol-
shevik). All these groups would be happy to
switch over to the Opposition, if only the Left
parties would have them. However, the LDF, hav-
ing swept the last Lok Sabha election in Kerala, is
under no compulsion to take more partners.
Other than a patch-up with the high command,
the only option for the Karunakaran camp now is
to risk a third front in politically polarised Kerala.

12 MAR 200%



. Another NCP

" Minister quits

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, MARCH 11. The Maha-
rashtra Labour Minister, Nawab
Malik, today submitted his re-
signation from the Cabinet say-
ing that he did not want to
continue in office in an atmo-
sphere of doubt.

Mr. Malik was among the
four Ministers of the earlier
Democratic Front Government
who was probed by the Justice
P.B. Sawant Commission of en-
quiry for corruption.

Till yesterday, Mr. Malik said
he had no reason to quit.

Mr. Malik told reporters that
he had submitted his resigna-
tion to the NCP president, Sha-
rad Pawar, and to the Deputy
Chief Minister, R.R. Patil.

Yesterday another Minister,
Suresh Jain, resigned as he was
indicted of corruption and ma-
ladministration by Justice Saw-
ant’s report.

Mr. Malik said that there were
no charges of corruption
against him and on the contrary

D€ ey,

it was the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty-Shiv Sena leaders who had
taken all the questionable deci-
sions. It was they who were re-
sponsible for the corruption
that he was accused of. He said
the Chief Minister, Vilasrao
Deshmukh, had given him a
clean chit.

Mr. Malik said that there was
absolutely no pressure from the
party to quit. There are only
contempt of court charges
against him, Mr. Malik said. The
party would not have made him
Minister again if he was guilty,
he pointed out.

He said he would wait till the
task force appointed by the
Chief Minister to study Justice
Sawant’s enquiry report would
come out with its recornmenda-
tions after three months.

He said the matter should be
debated on the floor of the leg-
islature, which begins its ses-
sion on March 14.
Government is planning to ta-
ble the report in the Assembly.

The ;
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[~ VEN though it is still a
week away for the trial of
p strength in Jharkhand, the
Congress already seems to be
backtracking after the botched-
up initiative to install a non-NDA
government in the state.

After refusing chief minister
Shibu Soren an audience with
Sonia Gandhi on Tuesday, the
party on Tuesday decided to post-
pone a massive rally on March 14
that was part of the strategy con-
ceived to create the atmosphere
and drum up support for the
JMM:-led government before the
trust vote on March 15.

Though Congress leaders here
as well as in Ranchi maintained
that the rally was being put off
keeping in mind the governor’s
address to the Assembly the
same day, it is apparent that the
leadership is not comfortable
with the idea of putting up a
show of strength when doubts
persist about the fate of the confi-
dence vote.

That the cancellation was done
only by the Congress withoutany
endorsement by the JIMM was
alsoindicated when the party said
it was a decision of the Congress.
The rally had been announced at
a joint press conference on Sun-
day by the Congress, RJID and the
JMM. The JMM looks as if it is
now on its own and said it will be
launching a state wide agitation
from tomorrow to “expose” how
the saffron party “hijacked the
democraticnorms.”

Party leaders have conceded
that the JMM-Congress game
may be up unless it manages to
elicit the support of two inde-
pendent MLAs on voting day.
This, however, is easier said than
done as the BJP is not inclined to
bite the bait Jaid by the Soren
government to have a five day
session with ample time between
oath taking of the MLAs and
voting day.

Aware that Mr Soren could
use the gap to wean away the
two independent MLAs, it is like-
ly that the BJP may decide to
transport all its 41 MLASs either a
day earlier or on March 15 itself.

As another alternative, the
JMM-Congress combine is be-
lieved tobe toying with the idea of
giving voting rights to the lone
nominated MLA from the Anglo-
Indian community. The Soren
cabinet is meeting tomorrow
where the recommendation to
empower the nominated MLA is
expected to be made.

Birmpay Bovy: Sharkhand chief minister
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Shibu Soren being greeted by his
wife Rupi on his 61st birthday in Ranchi on Tuesday. ~ PTl

CPI delinks from Soren

HE CPI on Tuesday broke off from the attempts of the Left-sec-

ular spectrum to label the front-runner as a loser when A.B.
Bardhan said he stated the obvious — the secular forces did not get
the mandate to run Bihar and Jharkhand. He also said Shibu Soren
should not have been appointed as the chief minister of Jharkhand.
Mr Bardhan, who directed his ire at the Congress and JMM for “un-
derestimating” the BJP and dividing the “secular” vote, said the
“unilateralism” of the Congress hurt the “secular” alliance. The CPI
leader also appeared to endorse the Opposition charge that the
Jharkhand governor showed undue haste in inviting Mr Soren for
forming a government in Jharkhand.

Ata public meeting after a four-day party conference in Kerala,
Mr Bardhan warmed the Congress that it was getting his party’ssup-
port “asitis no longer the old Congress”.

He was quoted by anews agency as saying if the party did not im-
plement the Common Minimum Programme, the CPI would not
support it in future. However, he also said the CPl wanted this gov-
ernment to complete its term.

Mr Bardhan said his party’s main focus was on the agriculture
sector. He claimed that the trend in Kerala was changing and point-
ed out that 19 of the 20 Lok Sabha seats went LDF candidates in last
year’s general elections and exuded confidence that the LDF would
come to power in Kerala in the Assembly election.

All eyes on Speaker election

VEN before Jharkhand chief minister Shibu Soren facesa trust

vote on March 15, the election of the Speaker on Friday will
show which political alliance enjoys a majority in the state Assem-
bly.The National Democratic Alliance (NDA), which has claimed
the support of 41 legislators in the 81-member Assembly, is back-
ing Janata Dal-United (JD-U) president Inder Singh Namdhari for
the post.But Soren wants his own man for the job.

“The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) will field its candidate
for the Speaker’s post,” Mr Soren said here.

The NDA is trying to get the support of more legislators to get Mr
Namdhari elected. It can bank on Bhanu Pratap Dehati, a Forward
Bloc-supported legislator who has openly refused to back the UPA.

But with the Soren government trying to get governor Syed
Sibtey Razi to appoint a member of the Anglo Indian community
to the Assembly, possibilities are wide open.

“We have requested President APJ Abdul Kalam to direct the
governor not toappoint any member of the Anglo Indian commu-
nity for now,” Mr Namdhari said.Sources said that to avoid any
embarrassment on Friday, state Congressleaders are trying to woo
independent legislators. The BJP, on the other hand, will bring its
41 legislators from Rajasthan only on voting day and take them di-
rectly to the Assembly.
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Goa gives in to

Pr931dent S rule

ed the Centre's decision to impose President’s rule in the
state. “As a Congressman, I have fully accepted the decision
“s| ofthe Centre. Whatever has been decided has been decided by the
e government in its wisdom. I don’t think it would be right on my
ir| part not to accept it,” former chief minister Pratapsingh Rane
1| told reporters here.

Several Congress leaders had expressed their “hurt” over home
3] minister Shivraj Patil's remarks that the Centre had not approved of
what happened in the Assembly during the confidence vote, and
had demanded action against him by the party high command.

However, both Rane and GPCC chief Luisinho Faleiro said today
the party had “no problems” with the decision and claimed that it
gave the Congress more breathing space to concentrate on the
forthcoming elections.

Admitting that several party leaders were in a “rebellious mood”,
Rane said it was unlikely that the rebellion would spill out of the
party boundaries. Rane and Faleiro met governor S.C. Jamir today
in what was described as a “courtesy visit”. “What leaders like
Churchill Alemao feel is their personal opinion. I cannot comiment
on his opinions. I can only speak for myself and as GPCC President,
we accept the decision to impose President’s rule,” Faleiro said.
l “With this decision, we are bound to get the sympathy of the Goan

C ONGRESS leaders in Goasaid on Saturday they fully accept-

people who will realise that even though we had a majority gov-
.| ernment, we have agreed to the decision made by the Union Cabi-
\ net,” he added. —PTI

1)
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Congress set to

)

n Haryana

Bhaian Lal, beoda In Race

Chandigarh: Riding on
the strong anti-incumben-
cy wave, the Congress, de-
spite being a divided house,
won two-thirds majority in
Haryana on Sunday. Out of
the total 90 assem-
bly seats in the
state, where caste
configurations
have played a key
role in defining
the politics, the
Congress won 67
seats and the rul-
ing INLD manged
to win just 9.

The first two re-
sults from Ada-
mpur and Meham
have gone to the Congress.
The Adampur seat has gone
to three-time chief minister
Bhajan Lal and Meham seat
is won by former minister
Anand Singh Dangi.

Despite coming from a
relatively small communi-
ty of Bishnois, primarily
confined to pockets of His-
ar, Fatehabad and Sirsa,
Bhajan Lal had been suc-
cessful in cashing in on
anti-Jat sentiments and ral-
lying non-Jats around him.

For the first time the
INLD faced the elections
without the grand patri-
arch Devi Lal. Devi Lal’s
" son and successor Om
Prakash Chautala had been

LH

Foi Chief

Bhajan Lal

linistership

accused of centralisation of
power, both in the party as
well as the government.

The policy of INLD’s
president, who was the only
non-Congress chief minis-
ter to complete
his full five-year
term, doling out
various conces-
sions and incen-
tives to the elec-
torate, like re-
structuring the
power tariff for
the farm sector,
going easy on
electricity  ar-
rears recovery
drive, enhancing
old-age pension and unem-
ployment allowance and
carrying out large-scale re-
cruitments, failed to con-
vince voters.

Political pundits ob-
serve that the Congress,
despite being a divided
house, benefited from
Chautala’s misrule. The
Congress victory has set
off arat race for chief min-
istership with senior lead-
ers Bhajan Lal and
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
throwing in their hats in
the ring in public while
some other younger hope-
fuls are also eyeing the top
post relying on behind-the-
scene operation. agencies
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New Delhi: AICC general secretary
Margaret Alva left for Goa on Friday
morning in the wake of reports of
serious discontent over the expan-
sion of the one-day-old Pratapsingh
Rane ministry.

Alva left suddenly for Panaji as
the Rane government, which is yet
to prove its majority on the floor of
the assembly, is said to be facing
some troubles. Alva’s visit comes
amidst speculation that a few party
MLASs had threatened to quit if not
accommodated in the ministry. The
visit to Panaji was sudden in view of
the fact that only on Thursday she
told reporters that she had asked
chief minister Rane as also senior
minister Louisinho Faleiro to come
to Delhi on Friday for consultations
with the party high command.

Meanwhile, the BJP on Friday

/

e Mulayam next target Py

demded to move the Bombay high
court and take its NDA allies and
other parties into confidence
against the “unconstitutional and
arbitrary” dismissal of its govern-
ment in Goa.

These decisons were taken at a
meeting of party central office-bear-

ﬁ(é]l as
Q___g

L "f‘z;ﬁa%.a

ers and senior leaders, presided over
by party president L K Advani, par-
ty sources said. Ousted Goa CM
Manohar Parikkar was also present
at the meeting for some time.

The party also decided to take NDA
allies as also leaders of other non-
Upa parties like Uttar Pradesh CM
Mulayam Singh Yadav into confi-
dence on the issue. Friday’s meeting
came a day after a BJP delegation,
led by former PM Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and comprising 17 mlas from
Goa, called on the President seeking
his intervention on the issue.

They demanded the recall of Goa
governor S C Jamir for sacking the
Parrikar government after it won a
vote of confidence on the floor of the
assembly. They also demanded the
reinstatement of the BJP govern-
ment in the state. en
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COMMON SENSE SUGGESTS that no political
party fighting three simultaneous elections will
want to open up a fourth front. The Congress
evidently feels up to the adventure, for it has
chosen precisely such a moment to do battle
with the Mulayam Singh Government in Uttar
Pradesh. Citing the “deteriorating” law and or-
der situation in the State, a party spokesperson
used the rather imaginative phrase “one time
cheque” to describe the nature of the Congress’
support to the incumbent Government. For his
part, U.P. Congress chief Salman Khursheed
threatened a mass agitation and worse against
the Chief Minister. There is no small irony here.
Bihar, where the Congress has an uneasy rela-
tionship with the Rashtriya Janata Dal, is in a
state of siege following highly visible protests
over an unexplained series of kidnappings. In-
dia’s VIP capital, New Delhi, boasts a crime rate
that hardly does the Shiela Dixit Government
credit. U.P.’s record on this score is not much
better. The State, known for its mafia dons and
caste lynchpins, has a tradition of political mur-
ders, the latest being the assassination of Bahu-
jan Samaj Party legislator Raju Pal. With the
deed inflaming passions among the BSP cadre,
party leader Mayawati has predictably sought
the dismissal of archrival Mulayam Singh.
The Congress’ moves in U.P. must be seen in
conjunction with its recent overtures to Ms.
Mayawati. A key giveaway is the easing of pres-
sure on the BSP chief in the Taj Corridor case.
The Congress evidently calculates that termi-
nating its relationship with the Samajwadi Party
will facilitate an alliance with the BSP, which, in
turn, will pave the way for the party’s much
dreamt of recovery in the Hindi heartland. Alas,
that looks a pipedream — at least for now. The
noises in the Congress camp notwithstanding,
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the party will achieve nothing concretéby with-
drawing its support to the Mulayam Singh Gov- |
ernment. Indeed, the Samajwadi Party has
consolidated its position since winning a cred-
itable 35 seats (38 with allies) in the 14th general
election. Besides, the BSP is an unreliable ally.
The party has thrice broken up with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party. As well known is Ms. Mayawati’s
lack of enthusiasm for pre-poll alliances: she
feels they work to the disadvantage of the Dalit
party and has often made the untested claim
that while her votes are easily transferred to the
BJP or the Congress, the converse is not true.
The Congress has embarked on similar short-
sighted missions in Bihar and Jharkhand — no
doubt in the hope of reclaiming its past prestige.
In Bihar, the many ‘friendly’ contests between
the Congress and the Rahstriya Janata Dal have
only added to the confusion of the electorate. In
Jharkhand, the party’s hasty alliance with the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha has alienated the RJD
as well as its own rank and file. Last week, Sarfa-
raz Ahmad, a valued State leader, defected to
the RJD in a telling sign that the constituents of
the United Progressive Alliance are fighting
each other as much as they are the BJP and the
Janata Dal (U). In Maharashtra too, the Con-
gress’ relations with the Nationalist Congress
Party are under strain, as is apparent from the
former’s inability to retain the prestigious Sola-
pur Assembly seat. Of course, the BJP is in a
sorrier mess. The unpredictable Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee recently ascribed part of the blame for the
post-Godhra Gujarat pogrom to the BJP cadre.
Earlier Lal Krishna Advani admitted the poor
prognosis for his party in the Assembly elec-
tions. If the Congress is better placed, it seems
marginally se — and no thanks to its own tac-

tics. /
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OW QUICKLY things

change in politics. Who

would have thought at this

time last year that the “In-
dia Shining” boys would wind up as a
lustreless bunch in the Opposition?
The match seemed over bar the cere-
monial shouting. The Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee-led National Democratic
Alliance was blessed on every count
— it had an adored leader, a great
(claimed) incumbency record, and a
brilliantly conceived election
campaign.

The Congress looked wretched by
contrast. Party spokesperson S. Jaipal
Reddy, known for his rapid-fire re-
partee, was strangely tongue-tied
when journalists pressed him for an
answer to the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s “shining” and “feel-good” blitz-
krieg. “We will soon come up with
something equally catchy,” he said
evasively, admitting in the process
that the BJP was way ahead in the
imagination department.

In the end, the Congress went with
its old slogan — albeit tweaked to suit
the “feel good” times. The downmar-
ket garib (poor) in “Congress ka
haath garibon ke saath (Congress is
with the poor)” exited, replaced by
the savvier aam aadmi (ordinary per-
son). Party strategists apparently felt
that too much stress on the word ga-
rib would negate India’s image as an
aspiring superpower and vindicate
the BJP’s charge that the Congress
was happiest peddling poverty.

But the change only betrayed the
party’s confusion. Was it a wannabe
BJP minus the extreme edges? Or did
it stand for the egalitarian, secular
principles on which the Congress
and India were founded? When Sonia
Gandhi took the first tentative steps
towards alliance formation, most
commentators again dismissed itas a
copycat response to the BJP’s success
with the NDA: In Atalji’s times do as
he does.

In a way the pervasive cynicism
proved to be a blessing in disguise for
Ms. Gandhi. Away from the glare of
the flashbulbs, she built her coalition
block by block, going out to woo both
those who shunned her and those
whom the Congress had shunned.
She called on Sharad Pawar; she sent
the genteel Manmohan Singh to
meet M. Karunanidhi to win over the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. (The
meeting erased 20 years of acrimony
and mutual suspicion between the
two parties and brought in a string of
other allies.)

Lalu Prasad, Ram Vilas Paswan,
Shibu Soren, and Chandrasekhara
Rao, each a big catch, followed suit —
without fuss, without fanfare. Her

e

The Congress reached out to friends when the
arc lights were trained on the BJP. Back in
media glare, it seems unwilling to
show the same warmth to them.

comfort level with the Left parties
was already good; she knew they
would help without either side hav-
ing formally to proclaim the trust. Al-
liance in place, the Congress chief
plunged into her sampark abhiyan,
again unnoticed by a media that
perked up only when the Gandhi
children, Rahul and Priyanka, made a
splash in Amethi. The new wisdom in
the Congress notwithstanding, Ms.
Gandhi saw, spoke to and interacted
with more garibs than aam aadmis
on her tours.

Verdict 2004 was a shock as much
to the BJP as to the Congress. After six
years of doing as the BJP bid, the
Congress was suddenly free — free to
do its own thing. So out went the
BJP’s sassy new vocabulary. “India
Shining” was now a joke told and re-
told. The aam aadmi gracefully re-
ceded and the garib reclaimed his
place in VIP speeches, Government-
sponsored seminars, and in the early
days, even in policy discussions. Sec-
ularism, outlawed in the khaki-knick-
er times, made an honourable return.
Analysts mentioned pluralism, mul-
ticulturalism, equity and such with-
out fear of being called jholawalas.

The only idea to survive the regime
change was the idea of coalition. And
deservedly too because the United
Progressive Alliance Government
owed its existence to the alliance that
Ms. Gandhi painstakingly put togeth-
er. Members of the UPA — Mr. Pra-
sad, Mr. Paswan, Mr. Pawar, and Mr.
Karunanidhi — sang paeans to their
new-found unity. For communalists
never to return to office, secularists
had to stay together in office, they
affirmed, and the lesson seemed
well-absorbed judging by the Con-
gress-Nationalist Congress Party vic-
tory in the Maharashtra Assembly
election.

Again how quickly things change
in politics. The garib may still find a
mention in ministerial addresses but
is far from being the centrepiece of
policy or legislation, thanks to old fa-
vourite “pragmatism” forcing peri-
odic reviews of commitments and
promises. And if secularism is the
major concern the UPA constituents
said it was, it is not too evident from
the current disunited state of the alli-
ance. Indeed, in retrospect, Ms.
Gandhi's  alliance  achievement
seems truly phenomenal. How did
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she erase the perception of the Con-
gress as a wavering, fickle ally? And
how did she herd together so many
highly-strung individuals? And hav-
ing pulled off the impossible, and
having accepted the responsibility of
keeping the UPA house in order (in
preference to heading the Govern-
ment), why does she suddenly seem
unconcerned about the future of her
project?

There is a surreal quality to the
whole thing. First it was only Mr. Pra-
sad and Mr. Paswan. The foes-turn-
ed-friends-turned-foes attacked each
other with a ferocity made worse by
their status as Cabinet colleagues.
Were these the same men who, only
eight months ago, swore eternal
friendship in the cause of secularism?
Welcoming Mr. Paswan’s Lok Jana
Shakti Party (LISP) to the RJD fold,
Mr. Prasad had told Frontline: “Of
course [ had differences with Paswan
but when he quit the government re-
acting to Gujarat I knew he would be
a valuable ally in the fight against the
fascists.” Last month, Mr. Prasad had
this to say of “the valuable” ally: “The
Telecom Ministry was taken away
from him, so he raised the post-God-
hra riots.” The new terms of endear-
ment between the Cabinet Ministers
would embarrass street bullies.

The Congress has not quite de-
scended to these levels yet but the
party is already showing signs of its
old imperiousness. In Maharashtra,
it insisted on the Chief Minister’s
post despite the NCP'’s larger tally
and then deliberately chose a Chief
Minister who did not vibe well with
Mr. Pawar. (Was this the Congress
that voluntarily took the backseat in
Jammu and Kashmir?) More recently
in Jharkhand, the Congress and the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha carved up
most of the seats in an intended snub
to the RJD. Mr. Prasad retaliated by
raiding the Congress’ ranks (the de-
fectors included old Congress hand
and former State unit chief Sarfaraz
Ahmad). In Bihar, the Congress ex-
cluded itself from the RJD-Left alli-
ance by demanding a hugely
unrealistic 100-odd seats, and has
since further muddied the waters by
teaming up with the LJSP. Is this
shrewd Congress strategy to prevent
Mr. Paswan’s defection to the rival
camp? Or is this plain greed on the
part of a party that is desperate to
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ess big dreams

By Vidya Subrahmaniam

reclaim its glory days in the Hindi
heartland? If it is the former, Bihar
voters have a lot of hard work to do.
They must attend Ms. Gandhi’s ral-
lies, hear her veiled criticism of Mr.
Prasad and then in the larger interest
of the secular cause decide not to
take her seriously. If it is the latter —
which seems more the case going by
the soaring ambitions of the GOP’s
restless cadre — then the Congress
might as well disband the UPA and
return to the comforting oblivion of
the Pachmarhi Declaration era.

Ms. Gandhi must rein in the Con-
gress cadre — and do it now. The RJD
may well emerge as the largest single
party in Bihar, in which case the Con-
gress will undoubtedly come to its
aid. But there is equally a danger that
campaign trail rivalries and misun-
derstandings will spill over into the
UPA’s functioning. The Congress has
no future except as part of an alli-
ance, and the evidence lies in the
2004 Lok Sabha results. The party’s
new friends contributed more to its
success than it might want to admit.
The Congress’ 145 seats and 26.4 per
cent vote share reflected an increase
of 31 seats and a decline of 1.9 per-
centage points as compared to 1999.
The allies gained both in terms of
seats and votes. Their seats increased
from 23 to 77 and their vote share
from 5.7 per cent to 10.1 per cent.

As Yogendra Yadav and E. Sridh-
aran point out in the Economic and
Political Weekly (December 18-24,
2004), “if the UPA overtook the NDA
it was because its allies brought in
fresh support. Coalitions were vital
for the victory of the Congress-led al-
liance in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra-
desh, Bihar and Jharkhand. These
seats contributed more than half of
the seats that eventually fell in the
UPA’s kitty.” Alliances aggregate
votes in such a way that a small addi-
tion of votes often yields a far bigger
increase in terms of seats. In 2004,
the Congress made a better alliance
than its rival, which explains why the
former gained 69 seats and the latter
lost 89 seats for a difference of only
half a percentage point. That the Left
supports the Congress alliance is no
consolation because the Left is not a
threat to the UPA’s unity.

The Congress reached out to
friends when the arc lights were
trained on the BJP. Back in media
glare, it seems unwilling to show the
same warmth to them. The BJP's
camera obsession and its neglect of
its allies (it lost five crucial allies be-
fore the Lok Sabha elections) costita
third term. Eight months into office,
the last thing the Congress ought to
do is affect BjP-like arrogance.



Congress distances itself
from Mulayam0 @overnment

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. With the
law and order situation in Ut-
tar Pradesh “deteriorating by
the day,” the Congress today
sought to distance itself from
the Mulayam Singh Yadav
Government in the State,
stating that its support to the
Samajwadi Party in 2003 to
form an alternative govern-
ment to the Mayawati regime
was a “one-time cheque that

- has been encashed and not a

credit card.”

However, the Congress re-
mained noncommittal on
whether it wanted President’s
Rule in the State with the par-
ty spokesman saying “noth-
ing can be ruled out but there
is a Constitutional
procedure.”

Both the Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent, Salman Khursheed, and
the party spokesman, Abhish-
ek Singhvi, said the support
extended to Mr. Yadav in 2003
was for the formation of a
Government to keep away
communal forces. Emerging
out of a meeting with the par-
ty’s senior leadership to de-
cide on the Congress line on
U.P, Mr. Khursheed said:
“We supported the formation
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of a Government, not its run- s1tuat1f)2

ning. We are not part of the
Government and there is no
common minimum pro-
gramme.”

Though both maintained
that the U. P. Government
was not dependent on Con-
gress support, neither was
willing to state why the party
was fighting shy of withdraw-
ing support, arguing that it
was irrelevant under the pre-
vailing circumstances.

“There is nothing to with-
draw. The question of sup-
port is irrelevant as in
practical and real terms we
are opposing them on practi-
cally every issue, and soon we
will be out on the streets mo-
bilising opinion on law and
order.”

While the PCC president
made out a case for the Cen-
tre to take a serious view of
the deteriorating situation in
U.P,, he was noncommittal
on whether the State unit of
the party wanted President’s
rule,

“I'have apprised the central
leadership. We are not advo-
cating any precipitous action.
All we are saying is that the
Centre should apply its mind

For the past two days, the
developments in Uttar Pra-
desh have preoccupied the
party’s central leadership in
the midst of coordinating
campaign schedules for the
upcoming Assembly elections
and finalising candidatures
for the third phase of polling
in Bihar.

The All India Congress
Committee in-charge of the
State, Satyawrat Chaturvedi,
met the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, twice on
Thursday to apprise her of
the situation in U.P. and the
party’s senior leadership was
instructed to convene a meet-
ing today to devise a strategy.

The meeting was attended
by Pranab Mukherjee, Arjun
Singh, Motilal Vora, M. L. Fo-
tedar, Ahmed Patel, Ambika
Soni, Mr. Chaturvedi and Mr.
Khursheed.

Already apprehensive of
how a clean break from Mr.
Yadav will impact on the mi-
nority vote bank, the pitch
has been further queered for
the Congress by the recent
demand for President’s rule
by the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
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Our Political Bureau Q
@R NEW DELH! 23 JANUARY 3’.2 :
HE election campaign in Bihar and Jharkhand
has once again brought to the fore the fractious
nature of the ruling coalition. With its generals
fleeing the battlefield after the leadership failing to work
out an honourable seat-sharing deal and Lalu Prasad
Yadav making it clear that the terms of the Congress-
RID relationship will be decided by him, there is ac-
knowledgement in the Congress that the election will
accentuate contradictions within the alliance.

Mr Yadav, who took scrious exception to Arjun
Singh’s statement that Congress president Sonia Gand-
hi will only campaign for her party nominees, madeita
point to drive home the point that “we-will-go-it-alone
vanity” will be rebuffed by the electorate.

“Lalu Yadav campaigns for the Congress in other
states. Lalu Yadav does not need their campaigning to
win the election,” the RJD strongman told reporters. In
other words, he made it clear that while he has appeal
beyond Bihar, the Congress leadership has no vote-
catching potential in the RJD-controlled state.

Mr Yadav, who has taken his fight against his allies at
the Centre to the neighbouring Jharkhand, has been
describing Shibu Soren as someone who cannot just be
trusted. The railway minister told election rallies in
Jharkhand that Mr Soren became a part of the “secular”
alliance only after A.B. Vajpayee spurned hisrequest for
a power pact. “He wanted to become the chief minister
of the state with the BJP’s support,” Mr Yadav said.

In what appears to further vitiate the atmosphere
within the coalition, Mr Yadav’s bug bear Ram Vilas
Paswan, on Sunday, came up with a demand for elec-
tions under President’s rule. Mr Paswan, who described
the killing of his party’s candidate in Gaya as yet anoth-
erinstance of lawlessness, said fair clection was not pos-
sible under the Rabri Devi regime.
“Polls should be conducted under
President’s rule,” Mr Paswan said.

These soundbytes, even the
regime’s own admirers admit, demon-
strate the growing mistrust between
crucial components of the alliance.
While Mr Yadav suspects that the .
Congress has a larger gameplan-—a reconfiguration of
the alliance after the election—Mr Paswan is keen to
ensure a place even after the polls, which could spell
doom for his party.

Politically, Congress finds itself in a tricky position af-
ter the announcement that Ms Gandhi would cam-
paign for the party’s candidates in Bihar. The party’s
campaign-managers have announced that the Con-
gress president would address four rallies in the state—
at Patna, Gaya, Bhagalpur and Darbhanga—and an-
other six in the neighbouring Jharkhand.

Itis, however, not clear whether Ms Gandhi would
confine herself to addressing rallies in Bihar, or would
go on road-shows, as she did in many parts of the
country during the Lok Sabha polls. Given the pitiable
condition of the roads in the state, going on a road-
show, according to some state Congress leaders, may
not be a good idea.

- Poll campaign exposes
fragile Cong-

CE

RID all

Maoists step up
violence before

HE outlawed CPI (Maoists) have begun calling

_ Ashok K. MXa
I the shots rather ruthiessly. If anything, they are
standing by their call to boycott the elections in

TPATNA 23 JANUARY

such a way that will account for more bloodshed and
violence in the ensuing Assembly elections. The
Munger Superintendent of Police K.C. Surendra Babu

: was recently killed. In that backdrop
the murder of four LIP workers, in-
N cluding the party nominee from the
¢! Imamaganj Assembly seat and former
MP Rajesh Kumar, has indeed scared
the leaders who are in the fray.

The ultras probably have a point to
& prove about their strike power after
the merger of the MCC and the PWG. They are now
known as the CPI (Maoists). This apart, the ultras had
vowed to take revenge when their proposed rally on
December 5, here was banned by the state government.
The Naxals had even warned about ruthlessly imple-
menting the poll boycott call. It is not the first time that
the ultras have given such a call. But the merger of the
MCC and the PWG has given them extra teeth to carry
out their objective.

LJP president Ram Vilas Paswan is, however, sur-
prised as to why the Maoists targeted his four party
workers and killed them near Bikua village in Gaya dis-
trict on Saturday. “The ultras had no grouse against us.
On the contrary, the state government had banned
their rally and the ultras had vowed to avenge it. Hence,
it seems inexplicable as to why the LIP workers were
gunned down by the Naxalites” Mr Paswan said. H
said only a CBI enquirycould bring out the truth.

7/
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Adhir Chowdhury presenting a memorandum to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in the

presence of Priya Ranjan Das Munshi (extreme left) and Somen Mitra (seated).

Pressure on Adhir to
withdraw resignation

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 20

PRESSURE IS mounting on MP Adhir
Chowdhury to rethink his decision with
state Congress president and Union de-
fence minister Pranab Mukherjee refusing
to accept his resignation as the president of
the Murshidabad district Congress com-
mittee. And, going by indications, it may
take Chowdhury some more time to take
back his letter.

Chowdhury had faxed his resignation
letter on the evening of January 18 to state
party chief Pranab Mukherjee, but heard
nothing from Delhi after that. However,
Mukherjee called him this morning to dis-
cuss his programmes in Jangipur, in Mur-
shidabad, on January 22 and January 23.
The resignation issue hadn’t been raised,
Chowdhury said.

“T received telephone calls from Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi and Somen Mitra, ask-
ing me to withdraw my resignation. Today
Pranab Mukherjee called and spoke about
the party programme and did not for once
mention my resignation. Since I have not
been informed in writing I can only say

that my resignation has not been accepted
till now,” Chowdhury told Hindustan
Times.

Meanwhile, Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee leaders were not willing to comment on
the matter, leaving it to be dealt with solely
by Pranab Mukherjee. “Adhir Chowdhury
is Pranabbabu’s blue-eyed boy. So it is un-
likely that the resignation drama will take
a bad turn,” one senior PCC leader ven-
tured to say.

They did concede that Mukherjee’s vic-
tory from Jangipur had been possible
largely because of Chowdhury’s organiza-
tional skills. And, with municipal polls
coming up in a few months’ time, they felt
it was unlikely that Adhir would be re-
placed as the Murshidabad district presi-
dent.

Will Chowdhury abide by the decision of
the PCC chief? He says he will. “I have re-
signed because of reasons that I feel must
be removed to prevent the CPI(M) from
gaining advantage here. Pranab Mukherjee
gave me a free hand but the troublemakers
continued to pldy foul. So I had no option
but to resign,” he said. “My return 'would
mean the end of such elements,” he added. /
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NEW DELHI, JAN.16. Leaders of the
Congress and the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha today discussed
the possibility of an adjustment
of seats allocated to each other,
with the former having put for-
ward a claim on a few constitu-
encies that went the JMM way
under the poll pact.

The Congress leader, Hari-
kesh Bahadur, in charge of party
affairs in Bihar and Jharkhand,
met the JMM chief, Shibu
Soren, to sort out the tangle.
The Congress has sought a
change in the allocation of
some seats, including Raj Mahal
that has gone to the JMM.

For instance, the Congress
has found that the party polled
over 40,000 votes in the Raj Ma-
hal Assembly segment during
the 2004 Lok Sabha elections
even though the JMM’s Hemlal
Murmu won the Raj Mahal Lok
Sabha seat defeating the Con-
gress’ Thomas Hansda. The re-
sults show that in the Assembly
segment, Mr. Murmu polied

17,000-odd vates as against Mr.
Hansda’s 58,000 votes.

“The JMM leader has heard
our case and promised to get
back after consulting his party
leaders,” Mr. Bahadur said add-
ing that the overall allocation
remained undisturbed. As per
the pact for the 81-member As-
sembly, the IMM would contest
35 seats, the Congress 33, and
the remaining 14 were allocated
to the Rashtriya Janata Dal and
Left parties.

Of the 33 seats, the Congress
has a share of six seats in the 24
constituencies that go to the
polls in the first phase on Feb-
ruary 6. The Congress has de-
cided to field the sitting Barhi
MLA, Manoj Kumar Yadav, Yo-
gendra Sahu {Hazaribagh), San-
jay Paswan (Chatra-SC), K.N.
Tripathi (Daltonganj), Anand
Pratap Dev {Bhawnathpur) and
Ajay Dubey (Bishrampur).

Rejected

The RJD, the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist} and the
CP}, have rejected the seat allo-

adjustments with JMM

cation made by the Congress-
JMM and have decided to con-
test more seats.

The CPI(M) has been allocat-
ed 8 seats by the RJD including
two in the first phase, Chatra
and Bhawnathpur.

Besides taking on the Con-
gress in these seats, the party
would be in contest in Pakur
and Silli that is in the Congress
quota and Maheshpur, Bhagar-
gora, Gomia and Panki, which
are with the JMM. The party po-
lit bureau member, Sitaram Ye-
chury told The Hindu that in
Bihar the party would contest
three seats in the first phase —
Hisua, Buxar and Kahalgaon.
Further discussions with the
RJID for the remaining two phas-
es would be held after January
19, he said.

Meanwhile, the All India For-

ward Bloc has decided to con- :

test independently
Jharkhand.

The party will contest 19 seats
in Jharkhand and 21 in Bihar in
alliance with the CPI1
(Marxist-Leninist-Liberation).
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«JD bid to contain Congress

Lalu plans to rope in
strong Independents

Saroj Nagi & Mayank S. Singh
New Delhi/Patna, January 15

BIHAR AND Jharkhand are fast turning
into political chessboards with the RJD
and Congress out to prove a point.

The Congress, which plans to contest
about 80 seats on its own, believes the
ground situation has changed in its
favour following its ascension to power at
the Centre, the upper castes’ disenchant-
ment with the BJP and growing anti-in-
cumbency against the RJD.

The party has deputed AICC secre-
taries B.K. Hari Prasad, Ranji Thomas,
Manish Tiwari and Ajay Maken to over-
see poll preparations in Bihar. For Jhark-
hand, Imran Kidwai and RPN Singh have
been deputed.

The RJD; which is of the opinion that
the Congress can’'t win without its sup-
port, would go all out to underline this
fact. In some seats though, the Congress’
ability to divide upper caste and anti-Lalu
votes may help the RJD.

Sources say RJD chief Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav may field a number of “strong” Inde-
pendents who can wrest seats where the
Congress puts up candidates. This would
help him achieve two objectives: Create a
pool of Independents who can back him
should he need them and ensure that the
Congress is hot in a position to call the
shots in Bihar and continues to remain
an RJD appendage. The RJD has report-
edly begun identifying such independ-
ents in Jharkhand.

In Patna, meanwhile, all political par-
ties are keeping their options open, and
their plans under wraps. While the RJD,
Congress and LJP deferred the release of

the candidates’ lists, it appears a “secret

understanding” is on between the latter
two. The JD(U) also hinted at a clandes-
tine deal with the LJP.

Talks between the RJD, CPI(M) and

PTI

RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav with CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechuri at his residence in Patna on Saturday.

NCP remained deadlocked till yesterday
amid the possibility of friendly fights, as
the CPI(M) said it would contest 14 seats
with the RJD and Congress. RJD leader
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh said the Left
was trying to impress on the Congress to
be “reasonable” and not insist on too

many seats for the common good of secu-
lar parties.

In a bid to placate Congress, Lalu said
his party would not field candidates in
the 14 seats where the Congress has sit-
ting MLAs. The party has not officially
released any names. LJP chief Ram Vi-

las Paswan also said he wouldn’t put up
candidates where the Congress is con-
testing. The party’s list has been held
back as Paswan is waiting for the Con-
gress list to come out. Meanwhile, the
Janata Dal-United has released its list of
28 candidates. '
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' Congress to
go it alone

- Cv'\?)

Mn Bihar .

t tacit accord with allies

By K.V. Prasad &
Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. The Congress
unhinged itself from the Rash-
triya Janata Dal in Bihar today
by deciding to contest 80 of the
243 seats in the Assembly elec-
tions. But there is a tacit agree-
ment that the allies and the
supporting parties in the United
Progressive  Alliance  (UPA)
would refrain from pitching
their candidates against one an-
other in the seats they hold in
the outgoing Assembly.
The seat-sharing talks be-
tween the UPA allies and the
supporting Left parties broke
down as both the RJD and the
Congress stuck to their position.
That the Congress had made up
its mind to go ahead and test its
strength on the ground became
clear by late afternoon.
It was confirmed when the
decision was conveyed to the
Left parties which have decided
to rally behind the RJD.
The Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi, met the Communi-
st Party of India (Marxist) Polit
Bureau member, Sitaram Ye-
chury, this evening and com-
municated the party’s decision
to go ahead with its plans. The
meeting was preceded by hectic
rounds of consultations within
the Congress top leadership
| that has already been under
| pressure from the State unit to
carve out an independent ap-

{ proach. As a measure of its new-

} found approach, the Congress
election committee that met
this evening is understood to
have cleared 22 names for the
Assembly " seats at its first
meeting.

The Congress is understood
to have told its UPA allies and
supporting parties that while
the electoral battle in Bihar is an

i open turf, the situation at the
" Centre remains unperturbed.
The assertion assumes signifi-
cance in view of the fact that the
Lok Janshakti Party of Ram Vllas
Paswan has already snapp

ties with the RJD.

Mr. Paswan, Union Minister
for Chemicals and Fertilizers,
has been told that the Congress
is likely to leave five to six seats
for his party that would not be
contested by the allies, top Con-
gress sources told The Hindu .

The Congress plan is to ascer-
tain its strength in Bihar and, at
the same time, not to ruffle the
feathers in the UPA nest. The
broad agreement that appears
to have emerged is that out of
the 243 seats 131 are undisput-
able, while it would be “free for
all” for the rest of the 112 seats.

RJD unperturbed

The RJD, however, did not
appear perturbed over the Con-
gress decision. Senior leaders
told 7he Hindu that the party
was not averse to the idea of
some “friendly” contests with
the Congress. “It will actually
work to the advantage of both
parties,” said a RID Minister.

The RJD believes that the
Congress, given its support
base, will put up mostly upper
caste candidates, thereby divid-
ing the votes that would invar-
iably go to its rivals.

“Most of their candidates are
likely to be Bhumihars and
Brahmins and this is a vote-
bank that usually votes against
us. If they contest it will cut into
the Opposition parties’ votes
and work to our advantage,”
said a RJD leader.

The RJD leadership also be-
lieves that the minorities are
unlikely to drift to the Congress,
as their main aim is to keep out
the Bharatiya Janata Party-Jana-
ta Dal (United)

“They feel totally secure with

the RJD and will vote for the ;.

party that is best placed to keep
the BJP out,” said the RJD Min-
ister, adding that“all of us are
committed to the UPA. We are
together on the basis of the
Common  Minimum  Pro-
gramme and the situation in Bi-
har will not have any impact on
the Central Government.”

THE HNDU
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ﬁ)me back, Pl\}
. 1plis Mamata

“ .

By Malabika Bhattacharya ‘i
N \6: . ]2 N B A
KOLKATA, JAN. 12. “Mamata, we

miss you,” the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, told the Tri-
namool Congress leader, Ma-
mata Banerjee here today.

“He told me to return to the
Congress and join the Cabinet,”
an emotional Ms. Banerjee told
the media at the Raj Bhavan. “
The Prime Minister said it
would solve all the problems,”
she claimed.

Dr. Singh made the offer
when Ms.Banerjee, along with a
Trinamool delegation, met him
and handed over a cheque for
Rs. 3.25 lakhs as relief to the
tsunami victims.

The amount comprises part
of the sale proceeds from the
auction of her paintings.

When the Prime Minister
came out with the offer, Ms. Ba-
nerjee said, she was speechless.
“Not once; he uttered those
words ‘missing you' at least
four times,” she claimed.

The Defence Minister, Pra-
nab Mukherjee, who was sitting
next to Dr. Singh, was enjoying
every bit of it, said
Ahmed, a member 0f the
delegation.

13 JAN 2605
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“Sonia plays
Soren card

New Delhi/ Ranchi, Jan. 7:
Rashtriya Janata Dal and the
Left parties cried foul today
and rejected the “seat-sharing
formula” for Jharkhand wo-
rked out by the JMM and the
Congress as “unacceptable”.

Accusing the JMM and the
Congress of playing the “big
brother”, the RJD and the Left
leaders wondered why they
were left out of negotiations
after Shibu Soren announced
in New Delhi that the JMM
and the Congress had agreed
to put up candidates in 68 of
the 81 Assembly constituen-
cies in the state.

The JMM will put up can-
didates in 35 constituencies,
only two more than the Congr-
ess. According to Congress so-
urces, of the remaining 13 se-
ats, nine seats would go to the
RJD and two to the CPI. Two
more seats are kept open and
indications are that they could
be allocated to the RJD to ac-
commodate four sitting legis-
lators, who have joined that
party from the ruling JD(U).

“Though the Congress mi-
ght have numerically conced-
ed a majority of seats to the
JMM, we will still lead the pol-
itical battle against communal
forces. In that sense, the Cong-
ress is still the senior partner,”
said Congress leader and Uni-
on minister Subodh Kant Sah-

[P
OUR BUREAU Q/QQ ?\\/

51 A\

ay. He expressed satisfaction
that Soren, the JMM chief ac-
knowledged Sonia’s overall
leadership for the alliance in
the Assembly polls. The an-
nouncement also caught JMM
cadres by surprise. The party,
which believes it is certain to
wrest power in Jharkhand,
was pitching for the lion’s
share of seats.

To their disappointment,
Soren appeared to succumb to
pressure and conceded far too
many seats to the Congress.

Soren also shocked sup-
porters by announcing that
Sonia would decide on the
next chief minister in the
event of the alliance securing
a majority. Till now, his public
stand was that by virtue of its
long struggle for a separate
state, JMM deserved the chief
minister’s chair and there
could be no compromise on it.

The understanding is that
if perchance the Congress ma-
nages to win more seats than
the JMM, the latter would not
come in the way of Congress
projecting its own candidate
as the chief minister.

The Congress appeared to
have the satisfaction of not ju-
st getting the better of JMM in
negotiations, but also putting
the RJD on the backfoot. The
party appears to be paying ba-
ck Laloo Prasad Yadav for not
conceding much ground to the
Congress in Bihar.
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