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Atal's Ram-Laxman remark leaves BJP guessing

SHEKHAR lyer
Mumbai, December 30

WHO GETS to sit at the driving wheel? And
who all must now fall from grace? Confusion
deepened on these questions in the BJP — and
tussles gained momentum
wrapped up.its silver jubilee conclave on Fri-
day with A.B. Vdjpayee leaving the venue early
and without speaking his mind.

His remark on Thursday that the party
would be steered now by “Ram” L.K. Advani
and “Laxman” Pramod Mahajan remained
unclarified, with no official word about Raj-
nath Singh, who is supposed to take over from
Advani on January 2.

A cocky Rajnath treated Vajpayee’s “Laxman”

tag on Mahajan as mere praise for his “charisma .

and organisational skills” amid the buzz that
Advani would announce his own exit and Raj-
nath’s elevation at a press meet on Saturday.

— as the party

Mahajan too dismissed Vajpayee’s praise for
him as appreciation for his speech at the rally
and management of the convention rather than
recommendation for coronation.

Vajpayee left the venue shortly before Ad-
vani was to deliver his valedictory address,
pleading uneasipess and discomfort due to
“heat” on the &age. But Mis failure (reluc-
tance?) to clarify matters added a new angle to
the emerging puzzle and seemed to cause fur-
ther schism in the party. .

Some delegates felt Vajpayee would have
made a speech had he wanted to clarify his
“Ram-Laxman” remark. Also, he hadn’t been
pressed enough to clarify because it perfectly
served Mahajan’s interests that way.

Soon after Vajpayee’s departure, Rajnath
Singh, Jaswant Singh and Mahajan went to the
hotel to inquire about his condition. Mahajan
didn’t prolong the visit to pre-empt speculation
over their absence.

31 00C 2005
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Some BJP leaders said, perhaps, Mahajan
was happy with the “Laxman” tag and didn't
want Vajpaye to add anything that might dilute
the impact of his original remark. “I would be
the last person to force him to strain himself
when he wasn’t well,” Mahajan explained.

“As for being called Laxman, it is not a crown
on my head. Vajpayee was happy with the
arrangements. Like Laxman, I will go back to
exile and serve the new Ram (read Rajnath
Singh),” he said.

While Advani skirted any reference to “‘Ram
and Laxman” in his last address as BJP chief.
vice- president Venkaiah Naidu vented many a
leader’s feelings and displayed his allegiance to
Advani. “What is wrong being close to Advani?
Why so much ado about Ram and Laxman?
There are many Laxmans and Hanumans in
our party. I am a Hanuman. I will focus on serv-
ing the party.” o

More reports on Ho,jg 2




Back to

““basics

Statesmsn News Set\nce

MUMBALI, Dec. 30.— The
BJP today decided to go
back to basics. It iterated its
commitment to the Unif-
orm Civil Code, abrogation
of Article 370 and the con-
struction of a Ram temple
at Ayodhya. These issues
found no mention in the
party’s political resolution
released yesterday.

In a Rajat Jayanti San-
desh (Silver Jubilee Mes-
sage), adopted on the con-
cluding day of a three-day
national conclave, the party
said that it still demanded a
ban on cow slaughter, as
also population control and
wanted terrorism put down
with an iron hand.

The 10-page document
exhorted the party mem-
bers to strive to make the
BJP the “natural choice for
governance” while warning
them against “contagious
diseases such as corruption
of which the Congress is the
fountainhead”. They were
also asked to put the
“nation first” in their public
and personal conduct. It
also emphasised the need
for taking “corrective mea-
sures wherever necessary”.

The message comes at a
time when the BIP’s image
of a “party with a differ-
ence” has been dented by a
seriecs of scams which

e !

~ Party not yet
over: Advani

MUMBAI, Dec. 30. — Stung
by a series of scams and after
a lasting public spat with the
RSS over the Jinnah row, BJP
president Mr LK Advani today
said the “pains” that the party
had {0 endure in the fast 25
weeks had nothing to do with
ideology and asked the
workers to adhere to discipline
by not airing their grievances
in the media, — PTI

Details on page 4

resulted in the expulsion of
six party MPs and resigna-
tion of party general secre-
tary Mr Sanjay Joshi.
Addressing the conven-
tion, former party chief Mr
M Venkaiah Naidu said:
“We are committed to
Uniform Civit  Code,
Article 370 and building a
temple at Ayodhya,” mak-
ing it clear that the party
was “not apologetic” about
it. He asked the BJP mem-
bers to take this message
back home from the con-
clave: “The party should go
back to basics”. He dis-
missed suggestions that the
party had abandoned its
three pet planks, asserting
that there was no need for
iterating its stands on a reg-
ular basis.
Another report
on page 4
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WITH A NOD FOR ADVANI
AND A WINK AT MAHAJAN...

poll

Dipankar Chakraborty
in Mumbai

Dec. 29. — The former
Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, today
announced his retirement
from electoral politics.

The sudden statement
came at a public rally for
the 25th anniversary of the
BJP at Shivaji Park here.
The meeting was also a part
of the party’s ongoing five-
day silver jubilee conclave
that entered its fourth day
today.

It was exactly 25 years
ago that Mr Vajpayee took
over as the president of the
BJP in this city.

“Ab main satta ki rajniti
nahin karunga (I've had
enough of power politics),”
he told a stunned audience.
In the style so typical of
him, Mr Vajpayee invoked
the Ramayana to establish
the disintegration of a
political equation. He nar-
rated how Parasuram,
known for losing his tem-
per easily, had been furious
with Rama for daring to
break his bow at a time
when preparations were on
to crown him and his broth-
er, Laxman.

Parasuram was then told
that Rama and his brother

turf

Hearsay

® Mr LK Advani: “l came {0
know of his decision (to retire
from electoral politics) this
morning”

& Mr Pramod Mahajan:
“Anything | say now will be
wrongly interpreted.”

¥ Mr Kalyan Singh: 1am a
small fry. How can | comment?”
B Mr Kalraj Mishra: “} will first
find out what made him say
that he did tonight”

were, in fact, two avatars
who had descended to
carth and it was time he
heralded their ascension to
the throne of Ayodhya.

Mr Vajpayee, addressing
BJP president Mr LK Adv-
ani and party general secre-
tary Mr Pramod Mahajan,
announced that just like
Parasuram, he would like
to dissociate himself from
the rajyabhishek (corona-
tion) of Rama and Laxman.

“Ab main chunav nahin
ladunga (1 won’t contest
elections any more),” he
said, implying that he
would not enter a fray in
which Mr Advani and Mr
Mabhajan already figured as
contestants. He, however,
said he would continue to
serve the party.

B See editorial: Spy
Games, page 6
More reports on page 4
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/Mission not over unti

< temple built:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAL DECEMBER 28

RECALLING the strong

ties between the RSS and his
party, BJP President L K Ad-
vani today said the organisa-
tion’s mission would not be
complete without construction
of Ram temple in Ayodhya.
- In his presidential address
atthe start of the party’s three-
day national convention, he
referred to the unachieved
task and said, “BJP’s mission
will not be complete unless a
temple befitting Bhagwan
Shri Ram is built at his place
of birth. Everyone one of us
must rededicate ourselves to
this mission for Shri Ram is
not just a religious icon, he is
also a symbol of the Indian
ethos, culture and unity.”

About strong RSS ties, he
said those who had raked up
the dual membership issue
during the Janata Party rule
had in a way helped the na-
tion. “BJP was formed after
the Janata Party asked us to
choose between it or become
an RSS member. We told
them that our association with
them was since 1975 or 1977
but our links with the RSS
were from childhood,” he
added.

He lauded Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi for
banning cow-slaughter. “The
High Court said the ban was
against provisions of the Con-
stitution. An appeal was filed
with the Supreme Court, and
the banwas upheld,” he said.

Criticising the media cover-
age of the political situation in

Gujarat, he said, “It portrayed
as if there was a war in the
party.” He also mentioned the
BJIP’s latest electoral success
in the recent Ahmedabad civic
body polls.

“Our culture is basically
Hindu. Like Pakistan, had we
declared ourselves a Hindu
state during independence,
the world would not have ob-
jected. But the quintessence
of Hindu culture is that the
state has to be a secular state,”
he added.

Projecting Gujarat as a
model state, Advani said that
Gujarat government was an
example of how BJP could
manage amodel of honest rule
and development, singling out
Modi, sitting on the dias along
with other party Chief Minis-
ters and senior leaders.

Advani mentioned Gujarat
and Modi soon after admit-
ting that the party was passing
through abad phase in the last
25 weeks, but declined to
blame the media. “Iwasalsoa
journalist and...They also
have the right to write,” added

: Advani

taryand‘Assem ;

“BIP-rul statessheul_ ke"

the BJP leader.

He said that rarely a gov-
ernment and its leader had
been so mercilessly maligned
by most sections of the media,
a big chunk of the political
class and foreign bodies.
“Overcoming such relentless,
savage attacks, Narendra
Modi has set a shining exam-
ple of a transparently honest
and effective government,” he
added.

INDIAN EXPRESS



Controversy over Advani ¢/ , v~
continuing as Leader of Opposition

I never asked for his resignation, says senior leader Murli Manohar Joshi q/%\ g

Neena Vyas

MUMBAIL: The controversy over
L.K. Advani continuing as the
Leader of the Opposition after
giving up the post of party presi-
| dent continued to trouble the
Bharatiya Janata Party on the
second day of its national exec-
utive committee session here on
Tuesday.

Although officially senior par-
ty leader Jaswant Singh said
“there was no question of Mr.

Advani resigning as [the] Leader
of [the] Opposition,” party dele-
gates discussed the stance taken
by Mr. Advani in the Lok Sabha
on the expulsion of MPs caught

in the cash-for-questions
scandal.
“No proper strategy”

A senior functionary of the
Parliamentary Party confirmed
privately that the BJP had failed
to evolve a proper strategy on on
December 23 when six party

MPs were expelled along with
five others from the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party, the Congress and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal.

Several party leaders praised
the leadership shown by Mr.
Singh in deciding not to divide
the Rajya Sabha on corruption.

However, answering ques-
tions from the media, Mr. Singh
tried to explain away Mr. Ad-
vani’s description of the MPs
acts as “stupidity.” He said while
their action was “wrong and cor-

CONFABULATIONS: Bharatiya Janata Party president L.K. Advani with party Chief Ministers Narendra Modi,
Shivraj Singh Chauhan and Raman Singh during the party’s national executive meeting in Mumbai on Tuesday.
= PHOTO: PTI

rupt,” it was “stupid” of them to
accept money for asking
questions.

Senior leader Murli Manohar
Joshi said he had never asked for
Mr. Advani’s resignation as the
Leader of the Opposition. “I
have always stood by the party
principle of one-man one-post,
but now that Mr. Advani is to
resign as BJP president, he will
naturally continue to hold the
post of [the] Leader of [the]

Opposition.” /
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The BJP’s ' .
9 RSCH YA\
¢ o ANext man in

ith the question “after Advani who?” reported-

ly settled in favour of Rajnath Singh, it is time

to ask: “Why and how Rajnath?” The former

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister figured frequent-
ly in the obsessive guessing games that followed party chief
Lal Krishna Advani’s exit announcement in September
2005, Yet in the backdrop of the battles within the Bharatiya
Janata Party, the choice came as an anti-climax. No sound
and fury, apparently no behind-the-scenes lobbying, no
bombshell announcements. The tame ending is in keeping
with the former Union Agriculture Minister’s persona: pur-
poseful, matter-of-fact, the least flamboyant of the party’s
mediocre second rung, It helped that Mr. Singh has a talent
for hatchet jobs (in 1997, the BJP rid itself of Mayawati’s
support with his help) and is ideologically in sync with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Jhandewalan needed a reas-
suring presence at the helm after the shock of Mr. Advani’s
Jinnah-appreciation and the endless tantrums of the col-
ourful Uma Bharti. Venkaiah Naidu was too close to the
outgoing chief for comfort. The next generation trio of
Sushma Swaraj, Pramod Mahajan, and Arun Jaitley is mu-
tually suspicious and therefore prone to quarrelling. Mr.
Singh, on the other hand, played his cards well. He remained
in the background, taking care not to appear ambitious even
as his rivals grabbed the limelight. The package won favour
with the Sangh. Nonetheless, the BJP’s president-in-waiting
appears to have made it more by a process of elimination
than by standout merit.

Mr. Singh is a nuts and bolts organisational man. The
finesse with which he conjured up a majority for the Kalyan
Singh Government in 1997, breaking the Bahujan Samaj
Party and the Congress among others, attests to this. How-
ever, the narrow vision he brings to the job can be severely
limiting. Thanks to the raid on the BSP, he is at daggers
drawn with Ms. Mayawati. It says something for this rela-
tionship that Rajnath Singh is second only to Mulayam
Singh in the BSP chief’s hit list. This does not augur well for
the BJP in a State where its electoral performance nosedived
— from 57 Lok Sabha seats in 1998 to 10 in 2004. In U.P.
today, the contest is between the Samajwadi Party and the
BSP, with the BJP a distant third. To regain its lost position
in the State, the party is badly in need of a dependable ally.
The BSP-BJP pact of 2002 was put in place by Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee, overruling Mr, Singh’s objections. Even their
worst enemies will not deny that Mr, Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani are formidable pan-Indian political leaders. In con-
trast, Mr. Singh is saddled with a Hindi-Hindu image dear to
the RSS but unlikely to make an impact on people in most of
India and especially south of the Vindhyas. This means the
leadership debate in the BJP is far from over. Mr. Singh will
soonbe anointed as the Hindutva party’s chiefbut who is the
party’s Prime Ministerial candidate?

/ I S/
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MUMBAI 27 DECEMBER \
JP’s resolution on foreig!‘:m
B wears a discreet RSS flavour.

While being harsh on what it
calls the UPA's “drifting and crippled”
handling of foreign affairs, the BJP res-
olution tries to address issues that are
dear to the Sangh parivar.

The draft passed by the BJP's nation-
al executive meet on Tuesday on the
“UPA’s mismmanagement of foreign pol-
icy” has raised issues such as illegal im-
migration from Bangladesh, cross-bor-
der terrorism and Pakistan, growing
threat of Naxalism and developments
in Nepal, Indo-US relations and overall
security concerns.”

“The BJP is saddened by the UPA’s
complete mismanagement of foreign
policy. It is crippled on account of drift
and lack of decision making,” Jaswant
Singh, former minister of external
affairs, said.

According to him, all this is happen-
ing because “those who are not part of

the  political  executive”  are
handling the important ministry of
foreign affairs.

The BJP's attack is largely directed at
the UPA’s handling of US affairs. “The
UPA’s lack of understanding in dealing

slams UPA over
foreig pollcy

with the US is worrying,” the resolu

tion states. It highlights how the Indo-
US relation’s balance started tilting in
the latter’s favour after Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s visit to Washing-
ton in July, 2005. “Any lock in with US
strategic relations or accepting an
asymmetrical relationship is capitula-
tion,” the resolution warns,

“The UPA government has clearly
not comprehended the abhorrence of
the people of India to a subservient re-
lationship with the US,” it states.
“Friendship is fine. But we should not
ignore our security concerns,” Mr
Jaswant Singh quoted former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee as having
said while addressing the BJP meet.

The BJP has also criticised the UPA's
“flip-flops” on the issue of Jammu
& Kashmir J&K). “The government
should not compromise with the
country’s fundamental tenet, that the
J&K is an integral part of India, to im-
prove our relations with Pakistan,” the
resolution says.

The party has accused the UPA of be-
ing involved in “dubious electoral prac-
tices” on the issue of large illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants. The UPA and
its Marxists allies continue to ignore

these large immigrations and overl
threats to India, the BJP said.

The Economic Times



Advani: BJP

has made "
as made ..

history "~

Harks back to links with RSS

Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party president, L.K. Advani,
was all praise for the achieve-
ments of his party in his opening
remarks at the National Exec-
utive Meeting on Monday but
did not touch the “cash for que-
ry” episode or his own contro-
versial remarks on M.A. Jinnah
or not so cordial relations with
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.

It was the last executive meet-
ing he was presiding over, Mr.
Advani said indicating that he
was to resign but did not men-
tion anything about his succes-
sor, who would reportedly be
Rajnath Singh.

The National Executive is
meeting here prior to the three-
day Silver Jubilee Convention of
the party, due to begin on De-
cember 28.. Mr. Advani would
preside over the convention and
address a public rally but would
resign from the party president-
ship thereafter.

The outgoing president de-
scribed the 25-year existence of

.the BJP as “tumultuous” but

credited the party with having
made history.

“The single party dominance
of the Congress party has been
smashed and the BJP has made
spectacular strides and convert-
ed India’s polity into a bipolar
polity, with BJP and Congress as
the two principal poles of na-
tional politics,” he said. “The Lo-
tus [the party symbol] has
bloomed with splendour and fra-
grance beyond anyone’s imagi-
nation.” Another achievement of
the BJP was, in his view, India
becoming a nuclear power and
the economy undergoing a
“metamorphosis” during the
NDA’s six-year rule.

“The NDA’s slogan that we
shall make India a fully devel-
oped country by 2020, which at
one time seemed a tall order, is
now acknowledged by all eco-

2005

 Single party dominance
smashed and bipolar
polity brought about

» Economy underwent
metamorphosis

o A fully developed India
brought within in reaim
of possibility

nomic analysts as being within
the realm of possibility,” he said.

12 defining years

Mr. Advani counted 12 defin-
ing years of his political career,
including the severe setbacks of
1984 in which the BJP got re-
duced tojust two seats in the Lok
Sabha and 2004 when the NDA
government faced defeat and al-
so his recent visit to Pakistan
when he inaugurated projects
for the restoration of Katasraj
temples.

He said that all these events
were educative, “Some brought
us joy and filled us with energy,
others brought us setback, un-
certainty about the future and
forced us to introspect.” The
BJP did so well because the par-
ty did not lose confidence in it-
self, he said, “or faith in the path
we chose way back in 1951, a
choice which we renewed in
1980.” This was an oblique refer-
ence to the BJP’s organic link
with the RSS with whom the par-
ty has now tense relations.

“We succeeded because of our
faith in ourselves, because of our
dedication, discipline, commit-
ment and hard work” he
summed up, omitting the dis-
missal of six MPs of the party
from Parliament because of
corruption.

The National Executive will
hold day-long deliberations on
Tuesday on the party’s policies,
organisation and the resolutions
to be put before the convention.

THE HINCU
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Joshl says

it’s

Statesman News_ Se;vice

NEW DELHI, Dec. 25. —
Even as the BJP main-
tained that no decision had
yet been taken on a succes-
sor to party chief Mr LK
Advani, its senior leader,
Mr Murli Manohar Joshi,
tonight said that the former
Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter, Mr Rajnath Singh, had
been selected for the top
post.

Mr Joshi, on his way to
Mumbai to attend the BJP
national council executive
meetings starting tomor-
row; told reporters on boa-
rd the Rajdhani Express: “I
congratulated him (Mr
Singh) only after confirm-
ing from those involved in
the process that he has be-
en chosen to succeed
Advani”,

The former HRD minis-
ter was responding to ques-
tions about the assertions
made by Mr Advani, party
vice-president Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu and Mr
Rajnath Singh himself that
no final decision had been
taken on the issue.

Mr Joshi said he would
not have congratulated Mr
Singh yesterday without
confirming it from the top
brass. He said since Mr
Singh’s selection had bec-
ome public, “there is no
need to hide it.”

Earlier in the day, Mr
Singh said that “no deci-
sion” had been taken with
regard to finding a succes-
sor to Mr Advani. “Mr
Advani is our party presi-

Rajnath

den the process of
choosmg his successor wo-
uld begin only after he
demits office,” he said, ad-
ding that there was a “pro-
per procedure for electing
the party chief and it will be
followed”. Party sources
said that Mr Singh had the
approval of both party and
RSS leaders, but the anno-
uncement would come
later as they did not want
the attention to be diverted
from the self-congratulato-
ry note that the party’s sil-
ver jubilee celebrations
would adopt at its national
convention starting in
Mumbai tomorrow.

Mr Singh said that the
purpose of his recent meet-
ing with Mr Advani and Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee had
been to apprise them of the
progress of the party’s
Nyaya Yatra in Uttar Pra-
desh, undertaken to protest
against the kiiling of BJP
legisiator Krishnanand Rai.

The former BIP presi-
dent, Mr Venkaiah Naidu,
too tried to deflect atten-
tion from the successor iss-
ue on the eve of the BJP
national convention. “Mr
Rajnath Singh, whose na-
me has been mentioned by
many news channels and a
section of the media, is def-
initely in the reckoning.
But people who are aware
of our party constitution
know that the final decision
can only be taken by the
National Council,” he said
in Bangalore. He dismissed
reports of difference of
opinions among leaders.

Photograph on page 3
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BJP to suspend
wpMPs from L.

New Delhi: The BJP on Tues-
day decided to recommend sus-
pension of five of its MPs, who
were caught on camera accept-
ing money in the “cash for
query” scam, from the Lok Sab-
ha. This was decided at a meet-
ing of party’s senior leaders
presided over by BJP president
L K Advani.

BJP vice-president Bal Apte
would head the internal inquiry
ordered by the party into the
scam involving six party MPs,
party spokesperson Sushma
Swaraj announced in New Delhi
on Tuesday The committee
would submit its report at the
earliest, she said, adding it could
be before the end of the parlia-
ment session on December 23.

Taking a high moral ground
after the telecast of the televi-
sion expose, BJP president L K
Advani had announced the sus-
pension of all the six MPs, in-
cluding two Union ministers An-
nasaheb M K Patil and Chhatra-
pal Singh from the parliamen-
tary party, and announced an in-
ternal probe into the matter.
Wherever necessary, the party
would refer the matter to the
privileges committee of the Lok
Sabha, he had said.

A day after the expose on
‘cash for query’ scam, the Rajya
Sabha suspended its BJP mem-
ber Chhattrapal Singh Lodha af-
ter the House Ethics Committee
observed that the sting opera-
tion showing him accepting
money on camera has damaged
the image of Parliament, and
recommended such a course of
action.

The House unanimously
adopted a resolution in this re-
gard after a preliminary report
of the committee was tabled in
the house. The committee decid-
ed that an opportunity be given
to Lodha to explain his position
in the matter within 48 hours.

“Since the member has been
caught on tape accepting money
for asking questions, the com-
mittee unanimously recom-
mends that Lodha should be sus-
pended from the House pending
presentatiof of the final re-
port,” the Committee, headed by
Karan Singh, said. agencies

THE ik OF iNDIA



BJP ex

A i o

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Parliamentary Board on
Monday expelled Uma Bharti
from the primary membership
of the party on charges of in-
dulging in indiscipline and anti-
party activities.

Both party president L.K. Ad-
vani and the former Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, were
present at the meeting that last-
ed barely 25 minutes.

Party general secretary Arun
Jaitley announced that Ms.
Bharti had been expelled after
the board considered her re-
sponse to the notice received by
the party on Sunday and taking
into account her utterances and
behaviour over the last few days.

Mr. Jaitley refused to be
drawn into making any com-
ment on Ms. Bharti’s allegations
that the party had strayed from
its ideology, become corrupt,
lost direction and had no princi-
ples. Her allegations were nei-
ther correct nor true and the
issue before the board was one of
indiscipline.

“Her allegations have nothing
to do with the subject of indis-
cipline but were used to deflect
from the charges she faces,” he
said adding that she had been
using language that was “not dig-
nified politics.”

While the party was confident
that the new Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, Shivraj Singh
Chauhan, would complete the
rest of the term of about three
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Recent utterances and behaviour were taken into account

30 P a5

o “Parliamentary Board considered her response to notice"

¢ Her allegations have nothing to do with the subject of

indiscipline

o Nine of the 13 MLAs have expressed regret over their

behaviour

o Party confident that Chauhan will finish his term

years, Mr. Jaitley did not want
to say anything on how much
Ms. Bharti was capable of hurt-
ing the party in Madhya Pra-
desh or elsewhere.

Mr. Jaitley pointed out that

of the 13 MLAs who walked out
of the legislature party meeting
in Bhopal along with Ms. Bharti
on November 28 when Shivraj
Singh Chauhan was elected
leader, nine had responded to

a Bharti

L~ Foe!
7/ ?

f

the notice asking|them to ex-
plain why they should not be
expelled. They had expressed
regret over their behaviour and
assured the leadership that they
would not be found wanting in
matters of discipline again.

The central party leadership
would await the recommenda-
tion of the State committee on
the 13 MLAs, he said.

The clear hint seems to be
that the expression of regret by
nine MLAs would be considered
favourably and the other four
could face stiff disciplinary
action.

\

| Uma Bharti

Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL: After her dismissal
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma
Bharti, demanded that BJP
president L.K. Advani
immediately resign as he
“disgraced” the party by going
to Pakistan and praising its
founder Mohammad Ali
Jinnah,

Talking to mediapersons
here on Monday, Ms. Bharti
said lakhs of workers felt
humiliated when Mr, Advani
went to Pakistan and praised
Jinnah. Soon after, she met

THE HINCU

““Advani should resign”

and asked him to quit the
party.

To send an appeal

Ms. Bharti said she would
send an appeal to the
disciplinary committee against
her dismissal. The panel was
supreme and the party
president had no right to
violate it. Ms. Bharti said she
would tell the committee,
headed by Ram Naik, how four
party bigwigs broke discipline
in the past. She could leave
neither the BJP nor lakhs of
workers who stood by her.

She would continue her
padayatra to Ayodhya.

-



Uma prepares
'path for xit

NEW DELHI/BHOPAL, Dec. 4. — Virtually setting the
stage for parting of ways with the BJP and hinting at a
new political address, Miss Uma Bharati today said the
party leadership was incapable of carrying out basic
responsibilities and added that it was time to create a
“new mechanism”.

As the BJP central parliamentary board meets tomor-
row to discuss fresh disciplinary action against her amidst
hints that her expulsion was on the cards, Miss Bharati
shot off a letter to the party chief, Mr LK Advani, in reply
to the 30 November show-
cause notice. She wrote that
the party seems to be caught :
up in the cobweb of power
politics”.

“Sycophancy, shrewdness
and intrigue are increasingly
becoming prominent in the |
party. It is now being felt that
the BJP leadership is inca-
pable of carrying out its basic ;
political responsibilities in- |

volving hard-core national- | ‘Sycophancy,
ism, social equality, love for shrewdness and
the poor and the deprived, : intrigue are
idealism and purity,” she : increasingly

said. Charging that “resent-
ment” in %hegBJP is more | becomlng pmmment
today than what it was in | in the party...

1984, Miss Bharati recalled ' o
Jan Sangh founder Deen Dayal Upadhayay’s comments
that the Sangh would create its new political wings if
existing ones became corrupt and said “the time has
come to set up such a mechanism.”

At a press conference in Raisen, Miss Bharati
attacked the BJP brass saying the party, its chief, Mr
Advani, and Mr AB Vajpayee were held hostage by a
group of “terrrorist hijacker leaders who are devoid of
ideology and principles.” Taking pot shots at Mr Advani,
she said: “One derives strength from paying respects at
the feet of Ram... and not by offering flowers at Jinnah’s
tomb. Pakistan can betray us, not Ram.”

Though Miss Bharati claimed that she had sent a reply
to the show-cause notice, party leaders said they were yet
to receive it. The BJP spokesman, Mr Prakash Javadekar,
said a decision on her would be taken in the next few days.




Uma Bharti’s charge .
baseless, says BJP

—
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“No dearth of backward caste leaders promoted by party” }*\ WV

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Senior BJP leaders on

Saturday made light of the

charge by the former Madhya
. Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma

Bharati, that the party did not
. give adequate representation to
‘ backward classes, Scheduled
i Castes and Dalits.

Ironically, Babulal Gaur, who
| initially replaced Ms. Bharti as
' Chief Minister, and Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, who succeeded
him, belonged to backward
castes, the leaders pointed out.
“She could not tolerate either of
them.”

During her Ayodhya yatra, the
suspended leader said the caste
composition of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s parliamentary
board did not give adequate rep-
resentation to the socially op-

pressed sections including

oA nEC

o Gaur, Chauhan belong to
backward castes

o Ms. Bharti plays caste
card often

o Her stand a hurdie to
reservation for women

women. The party leaders said
Ms. Bharati often played the
backward caste card.

She raised the issue of a quota
for backward castes within an
overall quota for women, creat-
ing a hurdle to reservation for
them. Her stand was not in tune
with the party’s.

The leaders rejected as base-
less her suggestion that the party
suppressed her because of her
caste.

“Kalyan Singh was Chief Min-

THE HI’/"‘. PU

ister of Uttar Pradesh, Narendra
Modi is Chief Minister of Guj-
arat, Sushil Modi has been made
Deputy Chief Minister in Bihar.
Arjun Munda, a tribal, is Chief
Minister in Jharkhand. There is
no dearth of examples of back-
ward caste leaders promoted
and projected by the BJP,” a se-
nior leader pointed out.

Deadline ends

Even as the party awaits Ms.
Bharati’s response to the show-
cause notice, general secretary
Arun Jaitley told reporters here
on Saturday that there need not
be another meeting of the parlia-
mentary board to consider her
reply. Party president LK. Ad-
vani was fully empowered to
take whatever action he thought
fit on receipt of her response, the
three-day deadline for which
was coming to an end.

P



Sympathisers look for saffron support, Congress rival eggs her on to ﬁght(}@tféin

Uma resigned

to life away*

from BJP"

POORNIMA JOSHI

New Delhi, Dec. 1: The resig-
nation of Uma Bharti loyalist
Prahlad Patel from the BJP
today is a signal that the fire-
brand leader is resigned to life
outside the party.

Patel, a former Union min-
ister, had been suspended aft-
er he supported Uma’s protest
against Shivraj Singh Chauh-
an’s ascent as chief minister:

Uma did appear to make a
last-ditch attempt to stage a
comeback yesterday by toning
down her tirade against “eld-
ers” Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
L.K. Advani. But sources close
to her say her fate was sealed
the day the BJP decided to give
Chauhan the Madhya Pradesh
crown.

Many in the party feel it
would have done her good to
accept the offer of the general
secretary’s post. “She should
have taken it up and waited for
a while. She was in too much
of a hurry to become chief
minister again,” said a BJP
general secretary.

The Uma camp believes
that by portraying herself asa
woman wronged by her “pari-
var (family)”, she has drawn
public sympathy and her mut-
ed appeals to Vajpayee and Ad-
vani are also a deliberate mo-
ve in that direction.

“It is clear that she cannot
go back to the BJP. First, she
has to make the most of the sit-
uation she cannot control. The
next course of action is to ali-
gn with a larger cause and ex-
ploit the contradictions with-
in the Sangh,” said a source.

The “larger cause”, as defi-
ned by her advisers, is “swar-
aj, swabhiman and swadeshi
(self-rule, pride and national-
ism)”, which they expect wou-
1d endear her to the Sangh.
Uma has already embarked on
a Ram, Roti yatra to apologise
for the BJP’s failures. This has
won her some support from
the VHP, particularly because
she has raised the banner of
Ram temple once again.

The parivar components
her advisers are banking on
are elements in the VHP, her
RSS sympathisers and the Sw-
adeshi Jagran Manch of whi-
ch K.N. Govindacharya is a co-
convener. Ashok Singhal of
the VHP has already declared
his support for her.

However, Uma’s cardinal
sin has been that she turned
most people who matter, both
in the BJP and the RSS, agai-
nst her. The two Sangh mem-
bers she had personally target-
ed — Suresh Soni and Sanjay
Joshi —— are far too relevant.

Joshi is an organising sec-
retary in the BJP, which mea-
ns he is responsible for coordi-
nating between the two organ-
isations. She allegedly circula-
ted damaging letters and CDs
about him. Soni is second only
to Mohanrao Bhagwat who is
arguably the most powerful
person in the RSS. Besides,
her supporters — K.N. Govin-
dacharya and S. Gurumurthy
— are out of favour with sar-
sanghchalak K.S. Sudarshan.

In the BJP, she has ruffled
the feathers of even Vajpayee
and Advani, who had so far
taken an objective view on her.

Uma Bharti leading the “Ram, Roti yatra” near a village 25 km from Bhopal on Thursday. (PTI)

Take poll test: Digvijay

RASHEED KIDWAI

Bhopal, Dec. 1: Enjoying the disquiet in
the Madhya Pradesh BJP, former chief
minister Digvijay Singh has dubbed Uma
Bharti’s ongoing “Ram, Roti yatra” the
“Rozi-roti yatra” (bread-and-butter yatra)
and advised her to take on chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan in an election.

“If Uma is serious about teaching him
(Chauhan) a lesson, she should contest
against the chief minister as an Indepen-
dent,” Digvijay said. “It will be a befitting
test of her support base in the state.”

In the 2003 Assembly polls, Chauhan
had contested against Digvijay from the
Raghogarh Assembly segment and lost
badly. Chauhan is Lok Sabha MP from
Vidisha. He has to get elected to the As-
sembly within six months of assuming of-
fice as chief minister.

Uma trained guns on the BJP’s central
leadership, accusing it of indulging in in-
discipline by making public the contents

of the showcause notice served on her.

“I don’t know how to reply to the noti-
ce — before (the) people or in a sealed env-
elope,” an angry Uma said. “It was appro-
priate to announce that I have been serv-
ed a notice by the parliamentary board.
But handing out the notice to (the) pre-
ss..., doesn’t it amount to indiscipline?”
she asked.

When it was pointed out that former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
party president L.K. Advani, too, had cha-
rged her with indiscipline before televisi-
on cameras, Uma said sarcastically: “It
was not indiscipline. But when I reply to
the charges, it becomes indiscipline.”

Asked about loyalist Prahlad Patel’s
resignation from the BJP, she said he quit
despite her advice against it. “He seemed
upset over the developments,” Uma said,
claiming she had asked the MLAs and
other leaders, who were issued show-
cause hotices, to tender apologies.

“Some apologised and others like

Prahlad Patel sought (to do) otherwise,”
she said.

Asked whether she planned a similar
move, Uma said: “I am BJP. BJP means
the ideology of workers on the street. I co-
nsider the government (Madhya Pradesh)
as my child and like a mother, I am trying
to save it, without letting it to be harmed.”

Chief minister Chauhan has deferred
the expansion of his council of ministers
by a week and postponed the Assembly se-
ssion slated for December 5 to 16. Sources
said the idea was to let the Uma episode
blow over before forming his ministry.

A group of BJP MLAs and ministers
considered loyal to Uma, which has not
walked out with the suspended leader,
now expects some rewards in return.

The anti-Uma lobby, 100, is hoping to
bounce back. Former chief minister Bab-
ulal Gaur is eyeing the post of Speaker. As
a “loyal partyman”, he was “not hanker-
ing for office but keen to serve the party in
some capacity”. Gaur said. A




BJP suspends Uma Bharti .

—

i)

Show cause notice issued for anti-party activities, faces imminent expulsion

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Wednesday got ready to
expel its recently appointed gen-
eral secretary, Uma Bharti.

The parliamentary board de-
cided within minutes of meeting
here to issue a show cause no-
tice, asking her to explain within
72 hours why she shouid not be
expelled for anti-party activities.
She was suspended from pri-
mary membership.

By afternoon — well after the
meeting — Ms. Bharti, in a state-
ment in Bhopal, softened her
stance towards the leadership
but central leaders here were
not impressed.

The word from the party is
that it is not likely to accept
some kind of expression of re-
gret. After al], the same drama
was staged in November last
year, also soon after she was
made general secretary.

The one-page notice, signed
by vice-president Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi, charged her with de-
liberately and openly defying
and opposing Saturday’s unani-
mous decision of the parliamen-
tary board, the party’s highest
decision-making body, in the
matter of leadership change in
Madhya Pradesh.

Anti-party activities

The notice expressed dismay
at her utterances attacking and
defaming leaders and indulging
in anti-party activities inside
and outside the venue of Mon-
day’s meeting in Bhopal, where
party legislators elected Shivraj
Singh Chauhan leader.

Wednesday’s board meeting
was chaired by party president
L.K. Advani and attended by the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, Jaswant Singh,
Murli Manchar Joshi, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, Arun Jaitley, Pra-
mod Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj
and Sanjay Joshi.

Immediately after the 20-

CRACKING THE WHIP: BJP president L. K. Advani and the former Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, with party

leaders at the Parliamentary Board meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. - PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN

minute meeting Mr. Jaitley told
reporters that the board’s atten-
tion was drawn to Ms. Bharti’s
statements and conduct over the
last few days and “it was of the
opinion that these constituted
anti-party activities.”

He announced her immediate
suspension from primary mem-
bership and added that a show
cause notice asking her to ex-
plain why she should not be ex-
pelled was being served on her.
She would be given 72 hours to
respond.

Mr. Jaitley and Mr. Mahajan
earlier submitted to Mr. Advani
a detailed report on Monday’s
incidents in Bhopal and the con-
tinued activity in her camp.

The board was apparently
briefed on the happenings sur-

rounding the election of Mr.
Chauhan.
The leadership was particu-

larly annoyed at Ms. Bharti
charging it with being anti-dem-
ocratic and unconstitutional.

BHOPAL: Suspended Bharatiya
Janata Party leader Uma
Bharti said on Wednesday that
the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, party
president L.K. Advani
and senior leader Jaswant
Singh were like her
parents,

“Vajpayeeji, Advaniji and

L

I will live and die for
the party: Uma Bharti :

Jaswantji are like father
figures for me. I am their child.
1 will live and die for the party.
I am not a person who is after
power. I am there for
ideology,” she said. — ANI

Details on Page 12

Party leaders admitted that in
the short term there would be
some losses in Madhya Pradesh
— some MLAs might even walk
out of the BJP with her.

But in the long term, they

were confident, it would not suf-
fer as the BJPwas “cadre-based”
and had a strong organisational
set-up in the State. Some of the

younger leaders have started '

saying openly that they
cannot deal with a “loose can-
non” and that she is “unfit for
public life.”

On the other hand, there is a
view in the party that she is one
of the few who had a genuine
voter support base and that the
party was unfair to her in deny-
ing chief ministership.

«



Amma ed Uma
“suspended’

_Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Nov. 30. —
Barely four days after the
BJP had named Miss Uma
Bharati a national general
secretary, it suspended
her from the primary
membership of the organ-
isation for “anti-party
activities” today. She was
also served a show-cause
notice, asking her to
explain within three days
why she should not be
expelled from the party.

Miss Bharati, however,
continued her animated
and at times vitriolic cam-
paign against the party
leadership stating that she
had ensured that “the BJP
flag flies high”.

“The (BJP) Parliam-
entary Board, which met
here consxdered the con-
“duct and statements of
Miss Uma Bharati over
the past few days, and was
of the opinion that these
constitute anti-party activ-
ities,” the party general
secretary  and  Miss

Bharati’s bete noire, Mr~

Arun Jaitley, said.
The  meeting  was
. chaired by the party presi-
dent, Mr LK Advani, and
attended by Mr Atal
Behari  Vajpayee, Dr
Murli Manohar Joshi, Mr
Jaswant Singh, Mr M
Venkaiah  Naidu, Mr

0 1 DEC 2005

"

Rajnath  Singh, Mrs
Sushma Swaraj and Mr
Sanjay Joshi, besides Mr
Jaitley.

The cornered sanyasin,
however, struck a some-
what conciliatory note,
appealing to Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Advani — whom
she referrcd to as “father
figures” — “to step in and
defuse- the crisis”. It'’s
unlikely, though, that the
Big Two would be able to
bail her out given that the
Gen Next leaders, much
maligned by the firebrand
leader, have now tasted
blood. “I've lived and 1
will die for the party.
Individuals are irrelevant;
what matters is ideology,”
Miss Bharati said in
Bhopal, giving final touch-
es to her Bhopal-Ayodhya
Ram-Roti padyatra. “All
routes in my life pass
through Ayodhya,” she
added.

Miss Bharati, once the
Hindutva brigade’s poster
gitl (a woman, an OBC
Lodh and a staunch Ram
Temple votary made for a
‘heiddy mix for the RSS),
was disowned by the
Sangh after her broadside
against the senior RSS
functionary, Mr Suresh
Soni. That the BJP’s deci-
sion to suspend her had
the implicit support of the
RSS became evident when
its spokesman, Mr Ram

~-d
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Madhav, said: “We don’t
interfere with such mat-
ters, but we attach utmost
importance to discipline.”
The VHP senior vice-
president, Acharya Giriraj
Kishore, echoed him: “It
is an internal matter of the
BJP and we have nothing
to say about it.”

It didn’t surprise many
that that the BJP Young
Turks too have closed
ranks on the matter. For,
Miss Bharati had, on
umpteen occasions, accus-
ed them of “planting sto-
ries against her in the
media”.

A leader with a solid
mass base, an orator par
excellence, and an inde-
fatigable campaigner.
Miss Bharati felt she had
been shortchanged when
she was not allowed to
make a comeback as the
Madhya Pradesh chief
minister, even though she
had almost single-handed-
ly won the state for the
party.

When she referred to
the party being “hijacked”
by a handful of lcaders
yesterday, she was essen-
tially referring to her
rivals who, she argued,
had taken the Rajya
Sabha route to cut to size
a leader with a popular
support base.

Cong smirks at ‘Uma
opera’, page 4



BJP to get

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s central leadership has
given strong signals that it will
adopt a hard stance against its
general secretary Uma Bharti
and her supporters in Bhopal,
where acts of vandalism and in-
discipline on Monday tarnished
the party’s image. The word is
that she will be suspended from
the party when the BJP parlia-
mentary board meets on
Wednesday afternoon; if that
happens, it will be the second
{ time in less then 13 months.

The first signal came on Tues-
| day morning from the former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, who spoke to reporters
immediately after the weekly
parliamentary party meeting,
Responding to questions on the
happenings in Madhya Pradesh,
he said: “Indiscipline will not be
tolerated, howsoever big the
person is and whatever the issue
may be.”

He said what was witnessed in
Bhopal on Monday when the
party’s central observers had
gone there for the election of a
new leader of the BJP legislature
party in the State was “the
height of indiscipline.” “While
internal competition within the
party was a sign of healthy poli-
tics,” what had happened there
was the demonstration of “the
lust for power that had crossed
all limits.” The “people will not
accept” when some fight for the
| “chair” and when “the chair be-
| comes bigger than our ideals and
| idealism.”

[
| “Party above individual”
While Madhya Pradesh was
apparently not discussed at the
parliamentary party meeting, it
was the subject of informal dis-
| cussion at all levels. The second

|
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tough with *
Uma Bharti«

Indiscipline won't be tolerated: Vajpayee

,ac)
¥ |

generation leadership in the
party — Venkaiah Naidu, Pra-
mod Mahajan, Arun Jaitley,
Sanjay Joshi and Sushma Swa-
raj, among others — are united
in their wish to see the back of
Ms. Bharti, who won the party
handsome electoral victory ir
Madhya Pradesh less than twc
years ago. The BJP, some lead:
ers said, was determined to “pu
the party above the individual.’
Ms. Bharti could be made ar
“example” for others who ma
fancy themselves as regiona
satraps, party leaders said, cit
ing the ouster of Kalyan Sing}
after the 1999 Lok Sabh:
election.

Senior leaders hinted tha
while Ms. Bharti had made alie-
gations against some leaders
that they got stories planted
against her — the most recent
was that she had threatened to
immolate herself if denied the
chief ministership — “her own
supporters had in fact done
this.”

The leadership is not happy
that a senior leader like her had
not stopped her supporters
from indulging in violence. The
former party general secretary,
K.N. Govindacharya, jumping in
to the fray to defend Ms. Bharti
provided the last straw.

Party leaders are angry that
Ms. Bharti should charge the
central leadership with being
undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional in thrusting their choice
of a new “leader” on the party’s
legislative wing in Madhya Pra-
desh. “We took the decision as
per the party constitution, The
parliamentary board is fully
competent to take such deci-
sions,” Mr. Jaitley said.

He referred to the announce-
ment here on Saturday that
Shivraj Singh Chauhan would be
the new Chief Minister.

|
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~+ Angry Uma to take ;

BHOPAL/NEW DELHI, Nov. 28, —
A few hours before Mr Shivraj Singh
Chauhan was elected the leader of
the Madhya Pradesh BJP legislature
party, an angry Miss Uma Bharati
today criticised the party’s decision to
name him the new chief minister.
Calling the decision unprecedent-
ed, she suggested it was an imposition
when she said that it had robbed the
BJP legislators of a chance to elect
their leader. The BIP rejected the
allegation, The former chief minister,
who arrived here from New Delhi to

attend the BJP legislature pany meet-
ing, said: “This has never happened in
the history of the Congress or BJP or
any other political party. Usually, the
name of the leader ® informally pro-
posed and the announcement is made
after the legislature party meeting. It
was the first time that the decision
had been announced ahead of the
election.”

Miss Bharati said she had never
wanted to be reinstated as the chief
minister but the BJP’s decision to
replace Mr Babulal Gaur with Mr
Chauhan had “hurt” her. “I may be a
sanyasin, but 'm also a human being.
Obviously, I was hurt,” she said. The

— ———

THE STATESMAN

a hike

BJP legg;)r said she wottd indertake
a padyatra to Ayodhya in protest after
storming out of the BJP legislature
party meeting with over a dozen
MLAs.

BJP general secretary Mr Arun
Jaitley later said that of the total 172
party MLAs, 171 had attended
today’s meeting and 154 had voted in
favour of Mr Chauhan. He said 17
had walked out of the meeting.

Former BJP leader Mr KN Govin-
dacharya today said a “mass leader”
like Miss Bharati had been sidelined
by a bunch of “rootless wonders”.

Photograph on page 3
Raj rebellion rattles Sena, page 4
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Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Even before Shivraj
Singh Chauhan could take of-
fice as new Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh, accusations
and counter accusations are fly-
ing around on the manner of
decision making in the Bharati-
ya Janata Party. An internal
battle has broken out.

Fending off the attack from
the new general secretary Uma
Bharti, who was also in the race
for Chief Minister, party
spokesman V.K. Malhotra said
the parliamentary board, which
selected Mr. Chauhan, flouted
neither democratic nor consti-
tutional norms. Ms. Bharti had
! said the party imposed a leader,
t without giving its MLAs any
say.

Mr. Malhotra pointed out
that it was the central leader-
ship which projected Ms. Bharti
as the chief, ministerial candi-
date before the elections; in Ra-
jasthan, Vasundhara Raje was
declared the party’s candidate
for the top job.

In the past, the leadership re-
placed Keshubhai Patel by Na-
rendra Modi in Gujarat. Nor
was Ram Prakash Gupta the
natural choice of the party
MLAs from Uttar Pradesh
when Kalyan Singh was re-
moved as Chief Minister.

There is more than a hint
from Ms. Bharti’s camp that she
will not accept the party’s deci-
sion quietly and will continue
her battle. On Monday, her
long-time supporter and friend
and former general secretary
K.N. Govindacharya accused
general secretary Arun Jaitley
of planting stories against Ms.
Bharti in the press.

He said Mr. Jaitley should
apologise to her for the “scurri-
lous stories.”

Ms. Bharti has repeatedly
charged some general secretar-
ies, including Pramod Mahajan

TRE e

Uma Bharti
will continue
her battle +*'«

Charges and counter charges over
decision making in BJP

 Parilamentary norms not
flouted, says Mathotra

» Govindacharya accuses
“Jaltiey of planting
‘storles

and Mr. Jaitley, with getting
stories “planted” against her
through “off-the-record
briefings.”

Some leaders sympathetic to
Ms. Bharti were of the view at
Saturday’s meeting of the par-
liamentary board here that the
choice of the Chief Minister
should be left to the MLAs.
There is also the view that she
is one of the few younger gener-
ation leaders with a support
base and among the few women
leaders in the party who have
risen from the grass roots.

Over the last few weeks it
became increasingly clear that
Ms. Bharti, who claims major-
ity support in the legislature
party, was not prepared to ac-
cept quietly any decision fa-
vouring Mr. Chauhan or
anybody else for Chief Minis-
ter.

She has repeatedly pointed
out that she led the BJP to a
massive victory in Madhya Pra-
desh two years ago and re-
signed as Chief Minister only
on moral grounds in the 10-
year old Hubli case. When the
case was dropped she should
have been allowed to re-assume
the job.

Her supporters believe that
quite a few younger BJP leaders
want to provoke her so that she
can be thrown out of the party.

She has made enemies of Mr.
Mahajan, Mr. Jaitley and above
all, party vice-president, M.
Venkaiah Naidu. Mr. Mahajan
has already warned that indis-
cipline on the party of anyone,
howsoever tall, will not be
tolerated.
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“Shivraj Chauh
‘next M of M

NEW DELHI, Nov. 26. —
Thwarting Miss Uma Bharati’s
frantic attempts to regain her pre-
vious position as the Madhya
Pradesh chief minister, the BJP to-
day appointed the state unit chief
and Lok Sabha member, Mr Shi-
vraj Singh Chauhan, to the post.
The incumbent,”Mr Babulal Gaur,
was given his marching orders.

The rehabilitation of Miss
Bharati as the party’s national
general secretary is seen as a move
to appease the former chief minis-
ter. After an unprecedented two
rounds of meetings during the
day, in the course of which differ-
ences over the Madhya Pradesh
leadership came to be laid bare,
the party’s central parliamentary
board decided to replace Mr Gaur
with Mr Chauhan.

Since Miss Bharati continued to
be at loggerheads with her one-
time protege Mr Gaur, second
generation BJP leaders, often criti-
cised by the fiery sanyasin, appar-
ently settled scores today. They
rallied behind the 46-year old Mr
Chauhan, a four-time MP from
Vidisha who is an OBC leader like
Miss Bharati.

After a 90-minute session for
the second time at Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s residence, Mr Arun Ja-
itley, the BJP general sccretary in
charge of MP affairs, announced
the decision. He said that Mr Gaur
had told the party chief, Mr LK
Advani, that he wanted to step
down.

ef/\

Raj Thackeray revolts

MUMBAI, Nov. 26. — Shiv Sena
leader Mr Raj Thackeray is all set
to defy the leadership of his cou-
sin and the party’s executive pres-
ident, Mr Udhav Thackeray, to
revive the “original” party that
“cared more for Marathi-speaking
citizens than Hindutva.” Mr Raj
Thackeray, Mr Bal Thackeray’s
nephew and considered heir to
the latter’s poiitical legacy until the
supremo started promoting his
son, sent a letter to him two days
ago seeking to know his “status”
in the Shiv Sena. SNS

Details on page 4

“It’s been decided to call a meet-
ing of the legislature party where
Mr Shivraj Singh Chauhan will be
elected as the leader,” Mr Jaitley
said, adding the date and time of
the meeting would be announced
later by Mr Advani. He said Miss
Bharati had been chosen general
secretary as the party wanted to
utilise her services at the national
level “keeping in mind her contri-
bution to the BJP”.

Mr Jaitley’s statement that Mr
Gaur had offered to quit came
barely hours after the chief minis-
ter declared in Indore that he
would “try to complete” his term.
Mr Gaur later said he would res-
ign tomorrow. “Miss Bharati’s role

P

in the state is important,” Mr Cha-

uhan said after the BJP had ann-
ounced its decision. Miss Bharati
was not immediately available for
her comments to be recorded.



Volcker Report=|
Advani says ;¥

Centre has 9"&5%\7
backtracked Lo\

Special Correspondent \ \

PATNA: BJP president LK. Ad-
vani on Friday alleged that the
United Progressive Alliance
Government at the Centre had
backtracked on its assurance to l

"' set up a judicial commission to |

go into the Volcker Report. He '
told reporters here that the
Pathak Committee would not be
able to do justice to the task.

Mr. Advani said “the inguiry
commission had been deliber-
ately reduced to a committee.”

Now it would be only a “pri-
vate” inquiry rather than a pub-
lic hearing under a
commission.He said his party
would raise both the Volcker
Committee report and the KGB
‘funding’ issues in the winter
session of Parliament commenc-
ing from November 23. It would
also demand a ‘White Paper’ dis-
closing the  names of
beneficiaries.

He, however, denied that the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, had written any
letter to the deposed Iraqi lead-
er, Saddam Hussein. He said that
he would like to see the letter if
at all it existed.

The ruling alliance at the Cen-
tre was in a mess and the Rash-
triya Janata Dal was in a soup in
Bihar, Mr. Advani said and add-
ed that the Bihar election results
would have a far-reaching im-
pact at the national level.

On the internal conflicts with-
in the BJP, Mr. Advani said the
party was facing some problems
but these would be settled.




‘NEXT PARTY CHIEF MUST TOE RSS LINE’

Sangh

charts

BJP’s couirse

CHITRAKOOT/NEW DELHI, Oct. 23.
— Breaking its month-long silence on Mr
LK Advani’s charge that it was “remote-
controlling” the BJP, the RSS today said it
would speak to him on the issue and
expected his successor to adhere to the
Sangh’s five-point guideline on the way the
party should be run.

The Parivar would go into the reasons to
ascertain as to what caused this perception
to be formed, RSS leader Mr Mohan
Bhagwat told reporters after the three-day
national executive committee meeting in
Chitrakoot. He, however, said the “percep-
tion was his (Mr Advani’s)”. “We will meet
Mr Advani and see as to what are the rea-
sons for this perception,” he said, adding
that the views of other swayamsevaks
would also also be ascertained.

The RSS leader also made it clear that
Mr Advani’s ‘successor would have to
adhere to the Sangh ideology. Asked
what would be the Sangh’s reaction if the
next BJP chief did not have an RSS back-
ground, Mr Bhagwat said: “The (BJP)
president could not take decisions
alone... The BJP is not a new party and
we have our swayamsevaks there.” He
also said'the BJP’s progress on the sug-
gestions given by the Sangh was slow due
to recent developments (Miss Uma Bha-
rati’s letter and Mr Advani’s charge).

On being asked about the suggestions
given to the BJP by the RSS, he said they
included ideology, organisation, training of
the workers, values and communication.
“We had also asked the party to resolve the
intra-party disputes and not to take them
to the media.” Mr Bhagwat, however,

sed to set a time-frame on when the
angh would be speaking to Mr Advani.

Also today, the RSS termed as “unfor-

Tl
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llma explains Soni attack

NEW DELHI, Oct. 23.
— Joining issue with
the RSS, BJP leader
Miss Uma Bharati
today sought to
suggest that her
criticism of senior
Sangh leader Mr
Suresh Soni was ag-
ainst an mdwndual and not the outfit. “For me,
the Sangh is not an individual. It's an ideology
whose flow has been nurtured through tapasya
(devotion) of lakhs and lakhs of
swayamsevaks, she said today. — PTi

Gaur wams rebels, page 4

tunate” the public perception about divi-
sions within the Sangh Parivar and said it
was concerned over it and was making
efforts to rectify it at the earliest.

The Sangh fountainhead has also said
that it would work along with other non-
Parivar positive movements and organisa-
tions to play a crucial role in the country’s
destiny. “It is unfortunate that it appears to
the people that those who believe in the
Hindutva ideology are a divided lot. This is
not good either for our outfit or the Hindu
society. We are concerned about it and we
are making efforts to rectify it,” senior
Sangh functionary Mr Dattatreya Hosbale
said in an article in the latest issue of the
RSS mouthpiece, Panchjanya.

Vasundhara praise for RSS

Rajasthan chief minister Ms Vasundhara
Raje today lauded the commitment of the
RSS to national cause and work done by
it for social uplift. She said this in Mum-
bai while releasing a book on the second
Sarsanghchalak, late Madhav Sadashiv
Golwalkar, alias Guruji.



N

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHE: The continued de-
fiance of the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma
Bharti, is expected to figure
prominently at the next weekly
meeting of the Bharatiya Janata
Party general secretarjes expect-
ed to take place on Monday or
Tuesday.

Reports from Bhopal that Ms.
Bharti organised a meeting of
disgruntled party MLAs at her
residence on Sunday on the pre-
text of a Dussehra ‘milan’ have
not been taken lightly. “This is
gross indiscipline. Party general
secretaries are certain to take
note of this when they meet in a
day or two,” a party functionary
told The Hinduhere on Sunday.

Party leaders are furious that
Ms. Bharti has chosen this time
to open a front in Madhya Pra-
desh when the National Demo-
cratic Alliance is in the midst of a
crucial election battle in Bihar.
Party general secretary Arun
Jaitley, in-charge of BJP’s Bihar
election campaign, is also the
‘prabhari’ for Madhya Pradesh.
At this juncture he is expected to
be fully engaged with Bihar.

There is a view that “some one
senior” in the party should pick
up courage to tell Ms. Bharti that

THE HINCU
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“defiance” to
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be discusse

General secretaries to discuss her actions

D

» Meetings at Bhopal not
taken lightly

» Gross Indiscipline: party
fonctionary

o Party leaders are
allegedly furious

while she will remain a party
leader at the all-India level, she
will not be allowed to return to
Madhya Pradesh as Chief Minis-
ter. After her attack on the RSS
pointsman for the BJP Suresh
Soni in her letter to Mr. Sudar-
shan, the backing of the RSS,
which she may have, has van-
ished into thin air.

Venkaiah’s denial

UNI reports from Jabalpur:

BJP national vice-president
M. Venkaiah Naidu on Sunday
said he had nothing to do with
the controversy surrounding the
letter written by the former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Uma Bharti, to RSS chief K. S.
Sudarshan. Commenting upon
the allegations that he had
leaked the letter to the media
Mr. Naidu, who was here to par-
ticipate in a two-day party State
executive meet, said there was
no question of the letter being
read or leaked by him.

P



BJP attacks Centre by -
ﬂsmg reforms pitch'|

ur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 14 OCTOBER

reform-iriendly sections, the BJP on Friday

mounted an attack on the Manmohan Singh
government for abandoning key elements of liber-
alisation. The BJP, which accused the gov-
ernment of buckling under the Left’s pres-
sure, said the government did not have the
stomach or stamina for reforms.

“It is a repeat of the 1996-98 period when
the Left sabotaged economic reforms. Dueto {:
the slowing down of reforms, three navratna
oil companies have suffered a huge loss of
over Rs 40,000 crore. Infrastructure develop- &
ment is sluggish. There is no relief from bad gover-
nance. The consequences of all this will be felt in the
next 18 months. This is all the more seriousinra sce-
nario where nations are competing by taking time-
ly decisions on economic reforms,” a BJP
spokesman said.

The industry and a sizeable section of the middle
class, which have a big stake in the new economic
process, are impatient with the current pace of re-
form. While the industry fears they will lose outin
the global war for markets, investments as well as
resources, the middle dass is quite uncomfortable
with the Left’s rhetoric—a mix of biases and preju-
dices. The BJP appears to be trying to tap this pre-
vailing unease.

I N an attempt to reclaim its constituency among

The BJP also used the issue to drive home its po-
litical point that the decisions concerning the gov-
ernment’s reform agenda was taken not at the
South Block office of the Prime Minister, but the
residence of the Congress president.

“Sonia Gandhi’s assurance on keeping the Bhel
disinvestment in abeyance is cited as the reason for

3 the Left joining the coordination committee.
However, the announcement to this effect
] was made by the Primé Minister and the fi-

J nance minister in Parliament much earlier. It
seems that Leftist don’t believe in the Prime
| Minster’s. announcement in Parliament but
trust the content of the letter from the super
Prime Minister. Both owe an explanation
whether there are other promises made
which will affect economic reforms and poverty al-
leviation,” said the BJP spokesman.

The BJP’s attack comes at a time when the Leftis
sharpening its attack against the government’s re-
form agenda. While its Delhi-based leaders have
given a free hand to its trade union wing, the Left
parties have made it clear that they will intervene
more strongly in the policy matrix of the govern-
ment. Ata meeting here on Thursday, the Leftlead-
ers said they will not allow disinvestment in profit-
making PSUs. The government is also finding ts el-
bow room considerably reduced in the foreign
policy sphere. The Left is planning a national con-
vention in Delhi to protest against Indlas aati-Iran
vote at the JAEA.

-
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Advani on leash

AL/

RSS message in
Uma letter: Keep

SHEKHAR lyer ) Qcﬁ/ﬁ
New Delhi, October 14 Q] \

BJP LEADER Uma Bharti’s latest mis-
sive to RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan
against Sangh’s pointsman Suresh
Soni’s efforts to prevent her return as
Madhya Pradesh chief minister has
bared the RSS conflict with L.K. Advani.

The Sangh is against Advani making
any appointment in BJP or allowing
change of leadership in party-ruled
states. He has to demit office on Decem-
ber 30. His continuation till then is es-
sentially to enable him preside over the
silver jubilee fete.

On the other hand, Advani believes
that he is still the party chief till he ac-
tually bows out. The genesis of the ten-
sion lies in this differing perception.
The second-line BJP leaders, who in-
clude general secretaries and vice-pres-
ident Venkaiah Naidu, back the Sangh
for the sake of their own future.

Given this scenario, the RSS brass
was irked by Advani’s decision to settle
the MP leadership issue. The trouble be-
gan last month. Uma drew Vajpayee’s
and Advani’s attention to controversies
about Gaur’s visit to US, when he was
said to have been accompanied by his
daughter-in-law.

On October 4, Advani sounded out
Uma to become BJP general secretary
while allowing MP BJP chief Shivraj
Singh Chauhan replace Gaur. She re-
fused to back Chauhan. Uma’s response
did not please Advani. Another meeting

.of BJP leaders was set for October 8 to

see if a change could be effected by Ocot-
ber 14. When the RSS got wind of Ad-
vani’s plan, Soni told the second-line
leaders that Uma should not be allowed
to replace Gaur.

Sangh plays har

THE BUILD-UP

bout the “controversy”

October 4: In Vajpayee’s presence,
Advani sounds out Uma: Be party gen

secy and let state
party chief

Gaur. She
refuses.

5: M-P CM Gaur on US visit,
edly accompanied by daughter-
aw. Uma tells Vajpayee and Advani

Chauhan replace

dbal
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Shocker: Uma presses for
floor test of MLAs
October 8: Party leaders
meet again to seeifa
change could be effected
as early October 14

RSS jumps in: Gaur shouid
stays, Soni tells BIP feaders

October 9: Uma writes to
RSS chief, takes up Gaur’s
“moral turpitude”

Atal walks tightrope

HEMENDRA Singh Bartwal
New Delhi, October 14

DISTANCING HIMSELF from
BJP president L.K.Advani’s crit-
icism of RSS, former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee said
on Friday that the Sangh did not
interfere in the party’s affairs.
“Sangh ka koi hastakshep nahi
hai (there is no interference by
the Sangh)”, he said on a day
when the RSS top brass was em-
barrassed over BJP leader Uma
Bharti’s letter to the organisa-
tion’s chief K.S.Sudarshan ac-
cusing its joint general secretary
Suresh Soni of unduly meddling
in the party’s Madhya Pradesh
unit. Atal’s turnaround came as

a surprise as last month he had
come to Advani’s rescue accus-
ing the RSS of attempting to lim-
it the thought process. The veter-
an leader, who had refrained
from any comment on the issue
at the BJP’s Chennai conclave,
where Advani charged the RSS
with undue interference in the
party’s work, chose to break his
silence after none of the second
rung leaders came forward to
back the party chief.

But on Friday, when he said on
the sidelines of a book release
function, “There is no question
of RSS interference”, it seemed
that he was performing a deli-
cate balancing act between the
party and its ideological fount.
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ahajan

New Delhi: In a veiled criticism of outgoing
party chief L K Advani, senior BJP leader
and one of the contenders for the top job
Pramod Mahajan on Wednesday said disci-
pline could be brought back to the party if
all decisions were taken collectively.

Terming as unprecedented the guestion-
ing of the party leadership by members, Ma-
hajan said, “Under such circumstances, the
only option left is to have a collective leader-
ship. That is, the general secretaries and few
of the vice-presidents should sit together and
take all the decisions collectively and own it.
By doing that, the organisation can be grad-
ually toned and discipline brought back.”

Claiming that earlier the party always
took decisions together, he said, “But slowly
some top leaders began taking individual
decisions. In the BJP, we don’t need Lord Kr-
ishna to come and solve our problems. All
we need is a team effort.”

ta
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He expressed surprise at Advani’s state-
ment at the party’s Chennai national execu-
tive that bringing the RSS-BJP ties into pub-
lic domain would not help. Asked why the
party leaders were silent on Advani’s com-
ments despite it opening up a debate, he
said, “Whom is an open discussion on the
RSS-BJP ties going to help? I don’t think de-
bating publicly about the relations between
a mother and her son will solve problems.”

THE Time > OF fND,A

ffort Has Resulted In Indiscipline In BJP

Asked when\he new BJP president would
take over after Advani steps down at the par-
ty’s Mumbai plenary in December, Mahajan
said the party might look for a candidate in
mid-December. “If senior leaders like A B
Vajpayee, M M Joshi and Advani come to a
consensus, Advani can name his successor
while announcing his resignation and re-
uest the Mumbai session to elect the new
president then and there,” he said.
According to Mahajan, the other option
would be for Advani to appoint a vice-presi-
dent to look after the party affairs for two-
three weeks so that the new party chief can
be elected sometime in January 2006. Asked if
he was upset by the Uma Bharti episode, par-
ticularly her off-the-record comments on him,
Mahajan said, “I am in the BJP. Forget about
Uma. I am not in the BJP because of Vajpay-
ee or Advani. Even if Vajpayee, Advani and

—

Uma leave the party, I will not leave it.” Agency /
7
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Patna: There are bad days ahead
in poll-bound Bihar. In a deadly in-
dication of desperate politics, for-
mer Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad was on Thursday shot at by
a lone gunman who invaded the
dias BJP leaders were sitting on
and sent a bullet crashing through
the minister’s left arm.

The as yet unidentified as-
sailant, who was almost lynched
by BJP supporters, charged at
Prasad moments after he had fin-
ished addressing an election meet-
ing at Nokha, 25 km from
Sasaram. BJP general secretary
Pramod Mahajan too was present
when the incident happened. He
had just taken up the mike when
the bullet was shot. Doctors at-
tending Prasad said a bullet had
pierced his arm. The BJP leader
was out of danger.

Prasad, a noted lawyer and for-
mer Union minister of state for in-
formation and broadcasting in the
NDA government, was shot min-
utes after he had finished his

THe

Injured Ravi Shankar Prasad sits in
a helicopter as he is rushed to a
hospital for treatment after he was
shot and wounded in the left arm
during an electoral campaign rally
in Sasaram district of Bihar on
Thursday

speech. Hit by the bullet, Prasad
staggered to the ground and was
encircled by a rush of supporters.
Mahajan later said he saw a youth
holding two countrymade re-
volvers.

Though neither the identity of
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BJP leader Prasad shot at

oll meet

the aspailant nor the reason for the
attack could be established, it is
suspected that his target could
have been Rameshwar Chaurasia,
the man who won the Nokha seat
in both 2000 and February 2005 as-
sembly polls.

“There was no police near the
dias nor around the ground. In the
adjoining ground, Ram Vilas
Paswan was scheduled to address
a meeting and there was no secu-
rity in that place too,” Mahajan
said. Maintaining that the Nokha
dias was “too small and over-
crowded”, he said, “For the past
few days I have been addressing
over half a dozen meetings and
nowhere could I locate security-
men.” :

During the last assembly polls,
the helicopter in which BJP leader
Venkiah Naidu was travelling in
was blown up by extremists near
Gaya. The worst attack was on for-
mer MP from Gaya Rajesh Kumar,
who was burnt alive in his car by
Maoists on January 22 this year.
He was a candidate for the Imam-
ganj assembly seat.
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Probe forelgHundlng BJP

Mltrokhm Papers’ Re\velatmns Biggest Scandal, Says Advani

New Delhi: Recovering from a bout of
party problems, BJP president I. K Ad-
vani on Sunday sought to put the Con-
gress and the Left parties on the mat on
Mitrokhin papers issue, demanding
that the government should come out
with a white paper on the sources of fu-
nding of political parties from abroad
and set up an inquiry by a SC judge into
the allegation contained in the records
of the KGB official.

Taking potshots at the “guilty si-
lence” of the Congress and the Left par-
ties, especially the CPI, the “two pilla-
rs” of the UPA government, he said he-
re that “revelations” in the Mitrokhin
papers, which have “bersmirched” the
country’s fair image in the comity of
nations, were the “biggest scandal
since Independence.”

In his first press conference since he
announced his plans to quit as party
president a fortnight ago in Chennai,
Advani asked Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh to take the matter seriously
and come out with all the information
he had on the subject.

Flanked by party leaders Jaswant
Singh, Rajnath Singh and Arun Jaitley,
the BJP president said the supreme

L K Advani addresses a news
conference in Delhi on Sunday

much truth was there in the statements
recorded by the former Russian intelli-
gence agency official’s archival papers.

“We have written to the Prime Minis-
ter (in a letter) that names which have
been mentioned in the Mitrokhin pa-
pers may be wrong or mistaken. Those
against whom allegations have been
made can file defamation cases,” he
said. Accusing the Congress and the
government of keeping quiet in the
hope of brushing issues under the car-
pet, Advani demanded a public debate

on the subject.

“The white paper should come out on
the role of foreign monies in Indian pol-
itics. It should cover details, including
money received by various sources and
the role of KGB, CIA and ISIL.

“At the end of the day, the role of ISI
has been very strong in this country.
There should be a public discussion on
this,” he said. “I will not not be sur-
prised if the winter session of parlia-
ment is dominated by the issue,” he
said making light of CPI leader A B
Bardhan'’s description of the papers as
a spy thriller. Advani also cited a for-
mer RAW officer’s view to say that “it
was not a spy thriller.”

Reacting to Advani’s demands, Con-
gress spokesperson Anand Sharma
said “It is a belated reaction from a be-
sieged president of a party struggling
to find its relevance and direction.”
Sharma said allegations in the
Mitrokhin archive “lacked credibility
and can’t be given any credence by any
responsible leadership.” Dismissing as
“baseless’ the issues raised by Advani,
CPI national secretary D Raja said Ad-
vani “is crestfallen in his organisation
and is trying to beat a dead horse which
is not going to gain anything.” agencies

court judge should investigate how
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Advani seeks :

white paper on_,

KGB charges ‘;"\\
N

Special Correspondent

*| NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty president LK. Advani de-
manded on Sunday that the
Government come out with a
white paper on the role of for-
eign intelligence agencies and
order a judicial inquiry on the
allegations in The Mitrokhin Ar-
chive I1.

Releasing the copy of a letter
dated September 23 to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh by
National Democratic Alliance
chairman Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
the Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, Jaswant Singh,
and himself, Mr. Advani said it
was over a week since the letter
was written. Having received no
response, the party decided to
release copies of the letter.

He said the focus would be on
thisissue in the winter session of
Parliament.Mr. Advani referred
to the allegation in the book, The
Mitrokhin Archives I1, that “In-
dia was the easiest country for
KGB operatives to penetrate”
and that some top politicians, 10
newspapers and a news agency
received slush funds from the
Soviet intelligence agency

Details on Page 12
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BJP refuses to back Advani line

NEW DELHI, Sept. 21. —
Reaffirming the RSS’s invincible
control over party affairs, the BJP
today refused to come out in support
of Mr LK Advani, who last week had
to announce his resignation from the
post in the face of mounting pres-
sure from the Sangh.

Mr Advani today presided over a
meeting of the party general secre-
taries at his residence. When asked
by reporters if the party endorsed
Mr Advani’s statement, that the RSS
interfered in the BIP’s affairs, Mrs
Sushma Swaraj, one of the con-
tenders for the party president’s
post, said after the meeting that

N

there wa/s\r precedent suggestmg
that the party must support what its
president had said.

Although Mrs Swaraj denied that
Mr Advani’s resignation as the party
president had been discussed at the
meeting, party sources contradicted
her. Mr Advani dwelt on the likely
fallout of his announcement. The
party, however, made no secret of its
intention not to defend Mr Advani
or his statements against the RSS.

When asked if the party supported
Mr Advani’s observations that the
RSS interfered too much in the
party’s affairs, Mrs Swaraj avoided a
direct reply. “What I can say is that
it has not been discussed at the gen-
eral secretaries’ meeting today.” She
said there was no need for her to

;’M S
TSk

comment on the party president’s
statement. She said the RSS had
already reacted to it, making it clear
that the issues raised by Mr Advani
would be discussed at an appropri-
ate forum.

On the possibility of the party
putting pressure on Mr Advani to
continue beyond the Mumbai ple-
nary session in December, Mrs
Swaraj asked: “Where is the
option?” The BJP spokesperson
added that Mr Advani had already
announced his decision. The party
spokesperson ruled out any adverse
impact of this on the party’s
prospects in the Bihar Assembly
elections. She said Mr Advani might
have taken into account all the ram-
ifications of his announcement.
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BJP CHIEF TO QUIT POST AFTER RAR

A(lni S€

Q;\/\

Sept. 18. — Putting at rest all
speculation over the possible
time-frame for his exit from the
BJP president’s post, Mr LK
Advani today declared that he
wouid “demit office” at the BJP
plenary session slated for
December in Mumbai.

The announcement, which

came in the course of Mr
Advani’s concluding remarks on
the last day of the three-day
national ¢xecutive here, is being
seen as-a sign of the RSS’s ulti-
mate authority over BJP affairs
as it was not sans bitterness
which the party president had
possibly felt over the RSS’s con-
certed attempt to show him the
door.
_ The BJP president also made
it clear that he would not resign
from the post till the plenury
session, coinciding with ihe
completion of 25 years of the
party’s existence, and which, he
sdid, “is going to be présided
owér by me”. He added: “I had
accepted this responsibility as
party president in October 2004
because Shri Venkaiahji had
some personal problems. I have
decided, however, that after the
Ml_lmbai session, I shall demit
office, and the party’s steward-
ship should be taken over by
some other colleague.”

Mr Advani’s speech in the
piesence of the executive mem-
bers that followed Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s (more in the
tune of a farewell speech) was a
strong disapproval of the RSS’s
cxcessive interference in party

matters. He said the impression
that “no political or organisa-
tional decision can be taken
without the consent of the RSS
functionaries” would do no
good to either the Sangh or the

BOWING TO RSS PRESSURE? Mr LK Advam after the conslusion of the BJP's national executive meeting

jh Ghennai.on Sunday, — PTI
;o o

BIP’s interests. He underlined
the importance of letting the
BJP emerge as an independent
entity not withstanding the
party’s deviations from “the
stated positions of the RSS and

certain' constituents of the
Sangh Parivar”.

“But lately an impression has
gained ground that no political
or organisational decision can
be taken without the consent of

the RSS functionaries. This per-
ception, we hold, will do no
good either to the party or the
RSS. The RSS too must be con-
cerned that such a perception
will dwarf its greater mission of
man-making and nation-build-
ing,” Mr Advani argued.

The BJP president advised
the RSS to “continue to play its
role to strengthen the ethical,
moral and idealistic moorings of
the workers as well as func-
tionaries of the BJP”, as in the
past, and this in the larger inter-
est of the nation. Referring to
the BJP’s continuing interaction
with the RSS and other con-
stituents, Mr Advani asserted
that the party had also to work
in a manner “that enables it to
keep its basic ideological
stances intact and at the same
time expand itself to reach larg-
er sections of people outside the
layers of all ideology”.

Briefing media persons later
at a joint press conference with
the party general secretary, Mr
Pramod Mahajan, at the
Deccan Plaza Hotel, Mr
Jaswant Singh said Mr Vajpayee
had recalled the “great contri-
bution” ma Mr Advani in
helping hifdSdischarge his
responsibilities as a member of
Parliament in the early days of
the party’s existence.

Asked to comment on Mr
Advani’s decision to step down
as the BIP: chief, Mr Jaswant
Singh said hedslly endorsed the
party presidenit¥suitgiient. He,
however, evaded comments on
the timing of the announcement
of Mr Advani’s decision.

Anotherr/eport on page 4

,PLENARY IN MUMBAI m SANGH INTERFERENCE CRITICISED

December date

Mum’s
the word
fo RSS

Sangh leader Mr Ram Madhav

CHENNAL Sept. 18. — The
RSS has reacted cautiously to
the BJP chief’s critical re-
marks against it. “We will hold
consultations soon on correct-
ing the perception about the
relationship between the BIJP
and the RSS,” Sangh spokes-
) av said.
He refused to comment on
Mr LK Advani’'s apnounce-
ment to step down s party
chief in December. Sources
said BJP leaders had held dis-
cussions with the RSS brass
before the announcement.
Though peeved over the
BJP chief’s critical remarks
over the Sangh's role, RSS
leaders expressed happiness in
private that they were able to
secure a commitment on his
resignation and re-establish
/@ moral authority of the
Sangh fountainhead, -— PT1
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THE WAY OU

April 10: Sudarshan says
inaTV interview that
Vajpayee and Advani
should make way for
younger leaders

April 16 Rajnath Singh
emerges as RSS choice
to head the party

April 19; Vajpayee
seconds Sudarshan’s
proposat for younger
leadership; says Advani
himself and party will
decide whether the party
president should quit
April 20: Vajpayee
disowns remarks made
on Sudarshan’s proposal;
says Advani would
continue as BJP chief

May 29: Advani says he
would continuie as BJP
president, adding that he
has Sangh's backing

June 4: At Jinhah's tomb
in Karachi, Advani
describes the founder

of Pakistan as someone
who began as a

secular leader

o

June 8: Calls for Advani's
resignation corne from
Sangh hawks who accuse
him of violating ideology

June 7: Advani submits
resignation under pressure
June 8: Vajpayee empha-
sises Advani should not be
allowed to quitin such
circumstances

June 10: Advani back as
BJP president after party
passes resolution calling
Pakistan visit path-breaking

June 12: RSS questions
Advani’s decision to
withdraw resignation

June 19: Sudarshan
lauds Indira Gandhi for
dismembering Pakistan in
1971 and describes her

as a leader of guts, indirect-
ly snubbing Vajpayee

June 21: Sangh lines up
dos and don'ts for Advani

July 3: Advani accepts
resignation of his aide
Sudheendra Kulkarni

July 12: BJP says Advani
remains party president but
Sangh sources ingist only tifl
exit route is found

July 16: Madan Lal
Khurana writes to Advani

' demanding his resignation

as Sangh leadership has
lost confidence in him.
Vajpayee and Advani
speak with
Sudarshan.
~ Vajpayee
suggests
Advani give up

July 19:
asks Advani
to step down

as BJP chief
before
national
executive in
Chennai

August
18:
Khurana
says he is
finding it
difficult to
work under
Advani
August 20:
Advani
suspends Khu-
rana from BJP
for five years for
August 21:
Vajpayee, in
presence of
Sudarshan,
says Jinnah
ag secular in

BJR central
feadership
recommends
expuision of
Khurana

ptem
12: Khurana
apologises,
Advani rescinds
expulsion

September 13: Advani
visits Vajpayee, sighalling
truce

September 16: BJP
national executive
begins in Chennai amid
speculation if Advani

will remain

September 18: Advani
announces stepping down
in December

The Telegraph
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ADVANI

Advani leaves behind crown of thorns

THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA MONDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2005

IN HAPPIER TIMES

An era ends, saffron revival begins

THE BIG PICTURE

MAHESH RANGARAJAN

he premature end of
T L.K. Advani’s tenure at
the helm of the BJP will
mark more than a change of
guard at the top. The party will
ready for an ideological
makeover, more closely align-
ing with its core ideology of
Hindutva.
It will probably lead to a
clearerline of communication

with the parent organisation,
the RSS, even as this opens up
the risk of political isolation.

There is deep irony in Ad-
vani’s bowing out symbolising
a saffron revival. As party
leader from 1986 on, he steered
both the BJP and the country
to an era where its ideology of
Hindutva gained in appeal
and attraction. If the rath
yatra of 1990 brought in mass
support especially in the
north, Advani also showed he
knew where the limits of such
mobilisation lay.

In December 1995, he had
proposed as head of a BJP-led
coalition the man with amuch
wider appeal: Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. As home minister from
1998 on, Advani took care to
stress that governance and not
ideology was the hallmark of
the ruling alliance.

Yet it is after the defeat of
the NDA in May 2004 and his
return to office that his appeal
began to wear thin. The state-
ment on Jinnah in Pakistan in
June 2005 was a straw. But it
mattered enormously in a
party and a movement where

strident anti-Pakistan senti-
ment is often linked to strong
affirmation of how Hindutva
alone can define what India is
and stands for.

Finding a successor is easi-
er said than done though
many obvious candidates have
amark against them. Vajpayee
remains the party’s most
impressive icon, with an ac-
ceptance far beyond the rank
and file of the saffron fraterni-

ty. But he is clearly in the twi-
light of a long innings; Murli

Manohar Joshi has the oppo-
site image problem: while a
purist in ideological matters,
he has often found it difficult
to carry his colleagues with
him.

The well-known faces of
the party such as Pramod Ma-
hajan and Sushma Swaraj are
all Rajya Sabha members
without a strong state-level
base. Narendra Modi is under
continuing dissident pressure
in Gujarat and cannot gain
wider acceptance outside the
state or in the larger body
politic after the massacres
of 2002.

Rajnath Singh fits the bill
in more ways than one. But
much will depend not only in
the inner party conclaves of
the BJP in Chennai and after;
it will also hinge on the ability
of Advani’s successor to fine-
tune equations with Nagpur.

This is more than a matter
of pleasing a few people at the
helm in Hedgewar Bhavan in
Reshim Bagh. Now that it isin
Opposition, as was the case in
the late 1980s, the BJP will be-
come more, not less reliant on

the spine provided to it by the
functionaries of the RSS.

Advani did more than just

fall foul of his movement’s
core tenets. His appeal for
open debate fell on deaf ears
with even the second-rung
leaders groomed by him
across the decades stepping
back.

The loss of a sense of tim-
ing and judgement were equal-

ly evident in the handling of

state units in provinces where
the party is still in power.
In Bhopal, Uma Bharti virtu-
ally questioned his ability to
keep the top rung together.

Her return to the fold only ex-
posed a hollowness of the na-
tional leadership, which this
month’s episode with M.L.
Khurana in Delhi has rein-
forced.

Contrary to perception,
the record will go to show that
Vajpayee, more than Advani,
has had an iron fist in a velvet
glove. His amiable nature has
often concealed an ability to
strike at detractors when he is
on the up. Nanaji Deshmukh
exited active party work in

o

-The Advani
denouement will

confirm that the
baton of leader
may pass from one
to another but the
Sangh cannot be
defied by anyone

1980 when the BJP was creat-
ed. Two decades later, it was
K.N. Govindacharya’s turn to
feel the heat. He, too, left.

Advani was inducted into
the leadership post after the
UPA wrested power in 2004.
His tenure was marked by
swings in emphasis in ideolog-
ical terms. His very first
speech saw him evoke the Ram
Mandir issue; the last in Chen-
nai two days ago talked of “ap-
peasement of minorities”.

Yet the search for the politi-
cal centre proved his undoing.
The very organisations that
had spurred him on in the

Elimination round kicks off

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, Sept. 18: L.K. Ad-
vani’s announcement of his
decision to demit office as the
BJP president has set in mo-
tion the speculation on who
could succeed him, even tho-
ugh a little over three months
remain for the succession to
happen.

Until yesterday, Advani’s
acolytes had proposed to the
RSS, through the general
secretary (organisation), San-
jay Joshi, that a presidium
could run the BJP until it was
time for the next poll. This pre-
sidium would have three
members — M. Venkaiah Nai-
du, Pramod Mahajan and
Arun Jaitley.

The idea was since the
three are known as Advani
“loyalists”, it would enable
him to continue having a say
in party matters, if not exer-
cise surrogate control.

The technical argument
was since the BJP chief hasa
three-year term — which nei-
ther Advani nor his predeces-
sors Naidu and K. Jana Krish-
namurthy could complete —
Advani’s successor will assu-
me charge mid-way and be de-
nied a full tenure. Knowledge
of this could make him seem a

IN THE FRAME

(From left) Joshi, Sushma, Rajnath Singh

“lame duck” president in the
cadre’s eyes. So, it was more
“tenable” for the presidium to
keep things going until 2007
(when Advani’s term would
normally have ended) and
then elect a new president.
The RSS, which monitored
the Chennai happenings with
a microscope, reportedly shot
down the idea and insisted th-
at anew president will be in pl-
ace on December 30, when Ad-
vani is expected to step down.
Sources admitted that as
the Sangh will have a veto po-
wer, the process of “eliminati-
on” has got underway, with the
first “list” deleting the names
of the RSS’s “bete noires”. The
names of Jaswant Singh, Nai-
du and Mahajan figured in it.
While the Sangh reported-
1y had no problem with Jaitley,

the sources said it was “doubt-
ful” if he would be up to the job
after his recent bypass sur-

gery. Specially since he had his
legal practice on hand as well.

The sources said the San-
gh's choice had narrowed
down to three persons: Murli
Sushma
Swaraj and Rajnath Singh and

Manohar Joshi,
in the reverse order.
Rajnath, because it felt his
“uncontroversial” image, Hin-
di heartland roots and an un-
questioned loyalty to the San-
gh were assets at a time when

Advani seemed set to take on

the RSS. The fact that the BJP

was down and out in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar was noted

when Rajnath’s name was
mentioned. A Thakur from
Uttar Pradesh, he is reported-
ly being backed by fellow

Thakur and Vice-President

Bhairon Singh Shekhawat.

Rajnath’s perceived lack of

articulation and an “inabili-
ty” to get the big picture on po-
litics and contemporary issu-
es were more than made up for
by Sushma, said the sources.
She reportedly distanced hers-
elf from the Advani group dur-
ing the recent crisis and stay-
ed “neutral” in order to get
into the Sangh’s good books.
Sushma, always an RSS

favourite, was briefly out of

favour when the RSS suspect-
ed she had “misrepresented”
certain events during the Jin-
nah crisis.

As for Joshi, the sources
were doubtful if his public sh-
ow of affinity towards RSS bo-
ss K.S. Sudarshan — they trav-
elled together from Nagpur to
Chennai last week — would he-
Ip him score brownie points.

The general view was that
his “overt Brahminism” and
“sense of aloofness” from the
rank and file may not make
him the most effective leader
of the BJP at a time when a
lack of workers’” connectivity
was identified as the biggest
problem area.

The sources said the power
sweepstakes may end in a
toss-up between Rajnath and
Sushma.

nineties now turnedtheir ire
on him. The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and the Bajrang Dal
were only the most prominent
such groups. Suddenly, his
own fans bereft of direction
denounced the lauha purush
or man of steel.

It is here as much as in ties
with the Sangh that the chal-
lenge will be a difficult one. A
new leader from a different
generation will signal re-
newed succession struggles as
the party prepares for the post

‘Atal‘Advani era. This was not
the case when the party was in
office as the centre of gravity
had shifted to the government.

Things are bound to be
very different now. The Ad-
vani denouement will confirm
that the baton of leader may
pass from one to another but
the Sangh cannot be defied by
anyone.

How this will play out in
thelarger scheme of politics is
still unclear. Hindutva is di-
minishing in appeal and the
politics of coalitions is here to
stay. Already Janata Dal (U)
leader Nitish Kumar has
called for reservation for Dalit
Muslims. In the south, Chan-
drababux Naidu has moved on
beyond the embrace of the
BJP. In Chennai itself, the
party, a mere marginal pres-
ence, has no relationship with
any regional party.

Renewed stress on Hindut-
va may go down well with the
Sangh but can hardly help the
party If itisindeed ready fora
long haul, it will have to con-
tend with a longer spell in Op-
position than it may have bar-
gained for.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

pﬁﬂ and

prick in
same
breath

Excerpts from the text of L.K.
Advani’s statement at the BJP
national executive in Chennai
on Sunday:

In free India’s political histo-
1y, the launching of the BJP
in 1980 has really proved a
landmark event. The Indian
polity has undergone a radi-
cal metamorphosis in these
past 25 years.

Personally, I deem ita
proud privilege that while
the first session was presided
over by Shri A.B. Vajpayee,
the party’s silver jubilee ses-
sion being held this Decem-
ber at Mumbai is going to be
presided over by me.

I had accepted this re-
sponsibility as party presi-
dent in October 2004 because
Shri Venkaiahji had some
personal problems. I have
decided, however, that after
the Mumbai session, I shall
demit office and the party’s
stewardship should be
taken over by some other
colleague.

From time to time,
and depending on the issue
at hand, the BJP leadership
has had no hesitation in
consulting the RSS func-
tionaries.

After such consultations,
the party takes its own inde-
pendent decisions. Some of
these decisions may differ —
and have indeed differed —
from the stated positions
of the RSS and certain
constituents of the Sangh
parivar.

But lately an impression
has gained ground that no
political or organisational
decision can be taken with-
out the consent of the RSS
functionaries.

“This perception, we hold,
will do no good either to the
party or to the RSS. The RSS,
too, must be concerned that
such a perception will dwarf
its greater mission of man
making and nation building.
Both the RSS and the BJP
must consciously exert to
dispel this impression.

We feel that the RSS
should continue to play its
role to strengthen the ethi-
cal, moral and idealistic
moorings of the workers as
well as functionaries of the
BJP as in the past, and this is
in the larger interest of the
nation.

The BJP greatly appreci-
ates the continuing interac-
tion we have been having
with the RSS and with other
organisations in the Sangh
parivar. Their views provide
valuable inputs for our
decision-making process.

But the BJP as a political
party is accountable to the
people, its performance
being periodically put to test
in elections.

So in a democratic, multi-
party polity, an ideologically-

to function in a manner that
enables it to keep its basic
ideological stances intact
and at the same time expand
itself to reach the large sec-
tions of the people outside
the layers of all ideology.

It is in protecting the ide-
ological moorings of the BJP
and in articulating it in an
idiom and language that the
people understand that great
care is needed.

For us in the BJPE, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya has
been a model ideologue. We
have seen him interpret the
party’s ideological commit-
ments, as for example in re-
spect of Akhand Bharat,
with remarkable clarity and
conviction, and yet with flex-
ibility and finesse.

The RSS is a nationalist
organisation whose contri-
bution to character building
of millions and towards
inculcating in them the spir-
it of patriotism, idealism
and selfless service of the
motherland has been incom-
parable.

It is an organisation that
has inspired tens of thou-
sands of public-spirited per-
sons to serve the nation
through the medium of poli-
tics. Those in the political
field and those who are sexv-
ing the society in other fields
have to function with unity
and trust like a family to en-
sure that the country secures
its rightful place in the conu-
ty of nations. =
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Advani lashes out at UPA, Left

Calls Manmohan “weakest PM"' unde pIays BJP's internal squabbles

Ho oy

BJP president L.K. Advani and former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the national executive committee
meeting of the party in Chennai on Friday. - PHOTO: K. PICHUMANI

Neena Vyas

CHENNAI: Bharatiya Janata Party
president L.K. Advani on Friday
unleashed a no-holds-barred at-
tack on the United Progressive
Alliance Government, describ-
i ing Manmohan Singh as the
“weakest Prime Minister in the
country’s history,” even as he
underplayed the internal squab-
bles of the BJP. He, however,
| took care to mention the party’s

“symbiotic relationship” with’

- the Rashtriya
Sangh.

The three-day BJP national
executive committee meeting
began here on Friday afternoon
with Mr. Advani’s 19-page open-
ing address in the presence of
the former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and over 180
delegates. Despite a series of
squabbles within the party that
broke out over the last few

Swayamsevak

N
g

months, Mr. Advani virtually
dismissed this problem in two
paragraphs, emphasising that
internal party democracy would
not be allowed to “degenerate
into a free-for-all.”

Mr, Advani’s visit to Pakistan
in June that started a contro-
versy within the Sangh Parivar
was mentioned in some detail
but_there was not a word in the
address”on the simmering Jin-
nah controversy that led to his
resignation and its withdrawal
in June-July. However, his Jin-
nah speeches made in Pakistan
were distributed to all delegates
in the form of a booklet, an act
that was seen as his continued
defence of his own Jinnah for-
mulations.

“Symbiotic relationship”

Much of the Hindutva agenda
— immigration from Bangla-
desh, a uniform civil code, con-

struction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya, regret over withdrawal
of the Prevention of Terrorism
Actby the UPA and the assertion
that the BJP stood for certain
“core values” relating to “cultur-
al nationalism” (synonym for
Hindutva) — was part of Mr. Ad-
vani’s presentation. He empha-
sised that both the RSS and the
BJP had “immensely benefited”
from their “symbiotic relation-
ship” that had “succeeded in
bringing our ideology of cultural
nationalism to the centre-stage
in India’s public life.”

The focus, however, was on
the “misrule” of the UPA, and
the “nation’s misfortune” that
“the weakest Prime Minister In-
dia ever had” was currently pre-
siding over its destiny — there
were references to the Congress
“supremo” (Sonia Gandhi). The
supporting Left was said to be
exercising “power without re-

sponsibility” while the Prime
Minister, Mr. Advani said, had
“no power” but was “saddled
with all the responsibility.”

“American pressure”

The Government was at-
tacked for its “flip-flop” policy in
handling naxalism, for working
under “American pressure” in
the area of foreigtypolicy, and for
working against the interests of

.the aam admi, the common man,

in its economic policies. Turning
the Congress election slogan up-
side down Mr. Advani said that
the “aam admi was suffering”
while the “khas admi” (the elite)
was profiteering.

Mr. Advani said the West Ben-
gal Chief Minister wanted a new
airport for Kolkata with 100 per
cent private capital, but it had
blocked the modernisation of
the Delhi and Mumbai airports.
What is the CPI(M)’s design?
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New  Delhi: Reacting
sharply to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s remark
in New York about his pred-
ecessor Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee hot endorsing India’s nu-
clear pact with the US, BJP
on Wednesday criticised the
premier for breaking the
convention of not dis-
cussing domestic politics
while abroad.

As the main opposition
party faulted Singh for in-
fringing the convention not
to wash domestic linen on
foreign shores by “com-
plaining to US President
George W Bush about do-
mestic politics”, it got sup-
port from one of Manmo-
han’s partners CPI, which
broke away from CPM to
criticise the PM. With the
PM’s Cabinet colleagues and
Congress standing by him,
the issue is set {o trigger a
fresh round of fight between
the government and the op-
position.

After Bush had expressed
confidence that he would ob-
tain Congressional nod for
the N-deal the two countries
had recently signed, the PM
reportedly told the US Pres-

Manmohan Singh’s wife Gursharan Kaur (left) being
received by the wife of India's ambassador to the UN,
Nirupam Sen, in New York on Wednesday

ident that while he had Par-
liament’s backing, Vajpay-
ee’s sharp criticism of the
agreement surprised him.
BJP did not waste time to
attack the PM for what it
termed as a “serious” lapse.
Senior party leader Jaswant
Singh said: “It needs to be
emphasised that all estab-
lished conventions, mutual
vegards and due courtesy
demand that domestic poli-
tics is not made a subject of

Truth or dare: Left divided over
Manmohanspeak

New Delhi: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s re-
mark to US President George Bush about the lack of po-

in the Left.

known. mw

litical unanimity in India on the Indo-US nuclear agree-
ment, especially its criticism by former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, has also brought to the fore differences with-

While the CPM feels Manmohan could not be faulted
for speaking the truth, the CPI believes there was no
need for the PM to say anything to Bush. “Why should
the PM say anything to Bush?” CPI general secretary A
B Bardhan asked on Wednesday.

He also felt there was no need to offer any clarifica-
tion to the US. “These are our matters. The entire deci-
sion has to be ours. We should not do anything at any-
one’s behest. Neither does Bush have any right fo ask
us nor do we need to give him any clarification. This
has been the stand of the Left,” he said.

But CPM did not agree. While making Left’s opposi-
tion to the nuclear agreement clear, CPM politburo
member Sitaram Yechury said the PM “cannot be fault-
ed for telling the truth”. “Not only the BJP, but the Left
has serious differences on the issue,” he said, adding
the party’s comments would come after the details are

discussion by our Prime

Minister when visiting
abroad.”
But defence minister

Pranab Mukherjee rushed
to Manmohan'’s defence, say-
ing, “Whatever the PM has
said is absolutely correct.”
Refuting BJP charges, Con-
gress spoke-sman Abhishek
Singhvi said Singh had only
made a factual statement.
He charged the Opposition
with making issues out of

non-issues before their
Chennai meet.
Jaswant Singh contended:

“This is unfortunate, be-
cause the country awaits an
elaboration of issues dis-
cussed—details of the Iran-
India pipeline project; UN
reforms or domestic opposi-
tion to President Bush on
the issue of nuclear cooper-
ation with India.” He
stressed BJP had always
abided by the convention.
Party general secretary Raj-
nath Singh reminded the
Prime Minister that “during
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao’s regime, Vajpayee as
an Opposition leader had de-
fended the country’s stand
on Jammu and Kashmir at
an international forum in
Geneva, whereas at home,
there were great differences
on the issue between BJP
and Congress”. He said that
Vajpayee was right in ex-
pressing his apprehensions
on the fallout of the deal
with the US on the indige-
nous nuclear programme.

Fa SN
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BASANT RAWAT

Gandhinagar, Sept. 12: Gu-
jarat chief minister Narendra
Modi showed he is a seasoned
politician by not reacting as
rebel MLAs blasted him at the
BJP legislature party meeting
shortly before the three-day
Assembly session began today.

An expressionless Modi
heard the dissidents but pre-
tended as if they were taking
up issues too trivial to merit
his attention. The chief minis-
ter gave the legislators no as-
surance that their grievances
would be looked into.

After the legislators had

nonchalantly concluded the
meeting, asking the MLASs to
work hard in their constituen-
cies for the coming district

panchayat elections.

spoken, the chief minister

Twen three of
the 25 districts of :
the state are under
Congress control.
As such, the stakes
are high for the
chief minister, who-
se popularity will be
put to test during
the district pan-
chayat or the civic

/Iiebels explode, Mogl cool

when he told the
chief minister that
he should not be
talking about party
discipline as he him-
self was indulging
in anti-party activi-
ties by instigating
supporters to target
senior leaders like
former textiles min-

elections, scheduled ister Kashiram

tobe held in Novern-  Modi: “Thebest’ Rana.

ber or December. Gajera chal-
Senior party leader Bechar lenged Modi to punish those

Bhadani fired the first salvo,
saying he knows of the corru-
pt practices of many ministe-
rs and dared Modi to institute
a probe against them to show
he is really committed to pr-
oviding a clean and transpar-
ent administration.

Surat legislator Dheeru
Gajera was at his acerbic best

burning effigies of Rana and
former  chief = minister
Keshubhal Patel. “Everybody
knows who instigated a hand-
ful of people to protest against
Rana,” he said.

On Saturday, a group of
Modi supporters had heckled
Rana at a function organised
by a corporate house in Surat

S =

and did not allow him to
speak. Earlier last week, the
chief minister had taken a pot
shot at Rana at another func-
tion held in Surat and an or-
ganisation called Gaurav
Samiti held demonstrations at
the residence of the former
textiles minister.

Rana is believed to have ca-
1led up senior central leaders
of the party in Dethi and dra-
wn their attention to the “reg-
ular, obnoxious campaign”
against him by Modi loyalists.

Gordhan Zadhaphia, who
had earlier snubbed Modi by
refusing to accept a cabinet
berth, handed over to Modi a
bunch of pamphlets praising
the chief minister and ridicul-
ing dissident.

“We know you are behind
this nasty campaign,” he told
the chief minister.

1



Khurana
back after
apology s

Atal as peacemaker
SHEKHAR lyer :\(ﬂ( VA

New Delhi, September 12

TWO DAYS after being sacked, Madan Lal Khu-
rana is back in the BJP, thanks to Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee. Vajpayee on Monday made Khurana write
to L.K. Advani, expressing regret and withdraw-
ing all his statements against him. Advani, in
turn, was persuaded to accept
his comeback.

Advani ensured Khurana’s
return was only as a primary
member — a position that Va-
jpayee accepted. That means
Khurana will have to wait for
sometime before he can ex-
pect restoration of his status
as a national executive mem-
ber. Till then, his conduct will
be under watch.

Yet, Khurana has made his-

TIMELINE

11 am: Pramod

tory. It was the quickest ever
revocation of an expulsion.
Advani restored his primary
membership within 90 min-
utes of his withdrawing his
statements against him.
Advani showed that though
he’s the party boss, he still
thinks Vajpayee is the
supreme authority and final
arbiter. While announcing

Mahajan conveys to
Vajpayee that Advani
will revoke Khurana's
expulsion if the Delhi
leader apologises

14 noon: Vajpayee
asks Khurana to do so
and tells him not to
criticise leadership in
public

st71> Khurana

Khurana’s return, Mahajan } hands Advani a letter

said that Vajpayee was the { expressing regretand
“supreme authority” who in- | withdrawing all
recent statements

flueniced all things in BJP.

In return, Vajpayee con-
veyed that he supports the
BJP chief’s efforts to enforce
discipline and curb public bickering by party-
men. He had already soothed Advani’s ruffled
feathers on Sunday by praising the BJP chief.

On Monday, Vajpayee got Khurana to accept a
draft prepared by BJP general secretary Pramod
Mahajan who acted as a go-between. This satis-
fied Advani. Mahajan took the letter to a meeting
of BJP general secretaries at Advani’s home in
the evening.

The BJP leaders did not prolong the crisis,
making sure that Vajpayee’s wishes were upheld.

With curtains having fallen on the crisis, the
Chennai meeting of the party’s national execu-
tive will be held as scheduled from September 16.

& pn: BIP leaders
okay Khurana’s return

[
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“Khurana
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ets expulsion
er, crisis deepens

Meets Vajpayee To Register His Protest

New Delhi: In a setback to the ongoing ef-
forts to break the logjam in BJP caused by
former Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s public criticism of Khurana’s ex-
pulsion, the Delhi strongman has been
served with a formal expulsion order, in-
dicating a hardening of stand on party
chief L. K Advani’s
part.

An apparently up-
set Khurana, who re-
ceived the letter
signed by BJP general
secretary (organisa-
tion) Sanjay Joshi late
Saturday night,
rushed to Vajpayee’s
residence early on
Sunday to registered
his protest.

“It’s clear that a sec-
tion of BJP is against
me. It is a matter of
concern that the let-
ter has been served on
me when talks were
on and Vajpayee had
expressed his reserva-

END OF BONHOMIE?

diating between Vajpayee and Advani,
called on the former Prime Minister prior
to his departure for Lucknow. Advani is
on a vist to MP.

The latest salvo from the Advani camp
has deepened further the crisis in the par-
ty even as efforts were being made over
the past two days to
defuse it. While Vaj-
payee has been re-
portedly sticking to
the stand that a sen-
ior leader like Khu-
rana should have
been given an oppor-
tunity to explain his
stand prior to his ex-
pulsion on grounds of
indiscipline and anti-
party activities, Ad-
vani is understood to
have taken a tough
stand that any com-
promise on the issue
of discipline would
send a wrong signal
to the party cadres.

The issue is expect-

tions about the deci-
sion,” he told reporters emerging from a
90-minute meeting with Vajpayee.

Claiming that it was Vajpayee who had
called him for talks, Khurana said that
since the letter had been withheld for 48
hours, it could have been delayed further
as well. He, however, said he had total
faith in Vajpayee who had issued a public
statement on September 8 saying Khu-
rana should have been given one more op-
portunity to expalin his stand.

As Khurana left, party general secre-
tary Pramod Mahajan, who has been me-

ed to figure promi-
nently at Monday’s meeting of party of-
fice bearers here, initially called to dis-
cuss resolutions for the national execu-
tive meeting in Chennai next week.

Earlier, Khurana told reporters that
“They (party chief Advani and others)
should have consulted Vajpayeeji as he
had expressed his opposition to my expul-
sion publicly”

Vajpayee is understood to have been up-
set over the development wherein he is
seen as being bypassed by Advani and
other leaders of the party. agencies



"Patch-u
Atal ‘frien

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi/Lucknow, Sept.
11: A formal expulsion ord-
er served on Madan Lal Kh-
urana last night suggested
a worsening of the crisisin
the BJP, but a compromise

formula seemed to be eme-

rging to resolve an unpre-

and Lal Krishna Advani.’

Sources said Khurana
would offer the BJP president
an unconditional apology for
attacking him in public and
Advani would consider re-
scinding his expulsion.

Speculation about a com-
promise effort making pro-
gress was reinforced by Vaj-
payee’s statement in Lucknow
that he had no differences
with Advani.

“There have been specula-
tive media reports that we
have some kind of differences.
I do not know from where peo-
ple come up with such conjec-
tures... We have been working
together for so long and would
continue to do so,” he said.

Vajpayee added that politi-
cal opponents were trying to
take advantage of a sensitive

O\

situation, but “these elements

should not be given any

chance to weaken us”.

Travelling in Madhya Pra-
desh, Advani would not com-
ment on the developments.

Earlier in the day, Khurana
rushed to Vajpayee’s house
after receiving the formal ex-
pulsion letter before the for-
mer Prime Minister left for
Lucknow. Another visitor was
Pramod Mahajan who has
been acting as a mediator.

BJP sources said Jaswant
Singh, the former finance mi-
nister, and Rajnath Singh, a
general secretary, were work-
ing on a solution that would
not undermine Advani’s auth-
ority and would redeem Vajpa-
yee’s status as the party’s
numberene. . . - .

p sign

A4

This friendship
is not of today.
Our association

VAIPAYEE.

is 40 to 50 years :%l; "Z’tl
old. Advaniji is a i stg
friend, associate out 3,’
as well as my me
party president |

Théy said Khurana, who

- had publicly attacked Advani

and Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi, would be

“asked to “publicly express his

regret” for his repeated asser-
tions that he would not work
under Advani’s leadership.

It seems Vajpayee himself
conveyed this to Khurana.

A public apology, the sour-
ces said, was the least Khura-
na could offer to allow Advani
to open the door again for him
to the BJP. For the past week,
Khurana has been saying he
had not received his expulsion
letter and, therefore, could be
taken back, A party leader sa-
id this was not possible beca-
use it would mean a loss of
face for Advani.

“His .pewers would have

g

{;With

d’ Advani

been undermined because it
was tantamount to signalling
that anybody could say any-
thing about him and get away
with it. The expulsion order
signifies that disciplinary ac-
tion was taken against him
and what follows will be politi-
cal damage control,” he said.

According to the Jaswant-
Rajnath script, Khurana
might make a public state-
ment tomorrow morning. Ad-
vani will ask his general secre-
taries if they will reconsider
the expulsion so that the exer-
cise is imbued with the spirit
of “consultation and consen-
sus” he has been accused of vi-
olating in the recent past.

One of Vajpayee’s major
complaints against Advani is
that the BJP chief used his sta-
ture to fight the RSS after the
Jinnah controversy, but after
securing a reprieve, he re-
grouped his estranged acoly-
tes and gave Vajpayee the
short shrift,

But the Khurana dispute, if
resolved, will not signal an
end to the battle. Vajpayee wo-
uld claim Modi’s head next.
The knives are already out for
Modi after civic poll losses.

B Who’s with whom, Page 8



It’s now Atal vs Advani

over Khurana

(From top) Advani,
Vajpayee and Khurana

SHEKHAR Iyer “\\'\ N {u\

New Delhi, September 8

ATAL BIHARI Vajpayee on
Thursday put L.K. Advani in yet
another spot by questioning his
decision to expel Madan Lal
Khurana from the BJP.

Vajpayee's statement left Ad-
vani stunned. Now in Jodhpur,
he called up party leader Jaswant
Singh and is believed to have con-
veyed that Vajpayee’s veto had
left his position untenable.

Advani’s presidency had been
shaky ever since the RSS chal-
lenged his position. Ironically, it
had been Vajpayee who had bro-
kered peace following Advani’s
remark on Jinnah in Pakistan.
But now came a statement, quot-
ing Vajpayee on his official let-
terhead and released from his
6A, Krishna Menon Marg.

It said, “It would have been bet-
ter if instead of action being tak-
en against Khurana, he was given
one more opportunity” It trig-
gered a fresh wave of rebellion
seeking a change of guard.

After Advani called him,
Jaswant and other senior leaders

|
Q gexpulsio%

W

- met Vajpayee. Advani-baiters

Yashwant Sinha and Pyarelal
Khandelwal came out with state-
ments in support of Vajpayee
and sought a revocation of Khu-
rana’s expulsion. They also
spoke to Murli Manohar Joshi,
another Advani-baiter.

Jaswant and Venkaiah Naidu
rushed to the RSS headquarters
at Jhandelwalan to meet Suresh
Soni. The RSS No. 2, Mohan
Bhagwat, will arrive on Friday for
resuming talks with the BJP over
its leadership. As the contours of
the truce remained a secret, the
Sangh expected Advani’s exit
soon after Parliament’s session
while the Advani camp made it
clear that it would not be before
Bihar polls.

What triggered Vajpayee to
come out with the statement was
not clear, but BJP insiders said
he was furious with Advani for
not consulting him. Khurana’s
explanation was that Advani had
scuttled Vajpayee’s plan to medi-
ate in the crisis. Khurana used a
meeting of his supporters to
launch an attack on Advani,
whom he called “dictatorial”.
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BJP split
wide over
Khurana

 Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 8. —
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
today caused a stir within
the party rank and file
when he came out openly
against Mr LK Advani’s
decision to expel Mr
Madan Lal Khurana from
the party. The former
Prime minister said it was
an “unfortunate” move.

The BJP president had
yesterday expelled Mr
Khurana on the basis of the
recommendation of the
party central disciplinary
committee, which charged
him with speaking to the
media against the party
leadership and showing dis-
respect to the party.

In an unsigned note
released here, Mr Vajpayee
said: “Mr Khurana has
been charged with anti-pa-
rty activities. But instead of
taking action against him it
would have been appropri-
ate if he was given a chance
to make clear his stand”.

Mr Vajpayee’s statement
took the party’s central
leadership by surprise. In
the note, Mr Vajpayee rec-
alled Mr Khurana’s “self-
less service” to the party
and society during the past
40 years. During a one-on-
one meeting between Mr
Vajpayee and Mr Khurana
recently, the senior BJP
leader had expressed the
hope that Mr Khurana
would be given -another
chance to serve the party
and any .action against him
would be taken keeping in
mind the services he had
rendered for the party.

“Mr Advani’s decision to
expel Mr Khurana without
taking Mr Vajpayee into
confidence has obviously
hurt him. It will not be easy
for Mr Advani to ignore
Mr Vajpayee’s views. The
BJP president will try and
explain to him the circum-
stances under which he
had to take the decision.

Given Mr Vajpayee flexible
nature, he may agree to a
‘face saving’ formula. But
any move to revoke Mr
Khurana's expulsion, if at
all that happens, will be
only after the national
executive,” a party source
said.

The party’s senior office-
bearer,  Mr  Pyarelal
Khandelwal,  e¢choed Mr
Vajpayee’s sentiments. He
said Mr Vajpayee's state-
ment clearly showed that
he was not consulted on
the issuc of Mr Khurana’s
expulsion. Citing a specific
clause of the party consti-
tution and supporting Mr
Vajpayee's contention, he
said it was incumbent on
the purty to give the
accused a  chance  to

§

...Instead of taking
action against him (Mr
Khurana) it would
have been appropriate
if he was given
a chance to make
clear his stand

explain his position.

There was no official
reaction from the BJP to
Mr Vajpayce's statement.
The party spokesman, Mr
Prakash Javadekar. said
most of the top leaders,
including Mr Advani, were
out of town.

Party insiders said Mr
Advani’s decision to not
consult Mr  Vajpayee
should be seen in the back-
drop of his attempt to
reassert himself as the
party president. Rejection
of Mr Khurana’s expulsion
by Mr Vajpavee would have
further weakened Mr
Advani’s position within
the party.

blow
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 7. —
The BJP president, Mr LK
Advani, today expelied
senior party leader and
former Delhi chief minis-
ter, Mr Madan Lal
Khurana, from the party
for six years on charges of
“gross indiscipline and
criticising the party leader-
ship openly”.

Mr Khurana’s expulsion
followed the BJP central
disciplinary committee’s
recommending such a step
to Mr Advani yesterday.
“Mr Advani has accepted
the unanimous recom-
mendation of the party
disciplinary committee to
expel Mr Khurana from
the party for a period of
six years,” a party state-
ment said here.

Mr Khurana had said he
was not given sufficient
time to explain his posi-
tion before the party cen-
tral leadership, a charge
denied by the disciplinary
committee chairman, Mr
Ram Naik, yesterday. The
party found Mr Khurana
“guilty of gross indisci-
pline under Article 25
(Gh) and (Ch) of the party
constitution”,

The party release said:
“His action of going to me-
dia without raising his views
in party forum was found to
be an act of gross indisci-
pline. He was also found
guilty of criticising the party
leadership openly.”

Mr Khurana met his
nemesis through his open
defiance of the BIP presi-
dent, after the RSS,
stepped up pressure on Mr-
Advani to resign following

- his controversial remarks

on Jinnah during his
Pakistan visit. Mr Khurana
had said he would not be
able to work under Mr
Advani and also sought
the Gujarat chief minister,

Mr Advani: Rebels beware

Mr Narendra Modi’s res-
ignation and an apology
for the post-Godhra vio-
lence in the state.

In what appears to be a
clear warning to dissident
leaders against going to
media with their com-
plaints, the party spokes-
man, Mr Prakash Java-
dekar, said: “The BIJP
attaches tremendous im-
portance to discipline and
members are expected to
air their viewpoints in the
party forum and not
through media.”

Even as Mr Khurana
plans to declare his next
course of action — float-
ing a regional party is one
of the options — he has
been invited by the Delhi
Congress to join the party.

Lotus trouble

The Election Commission,
which has found the BJP
government guilty of using
its party symbol — the lotus —
in school textbooks, has di-
rected it to rectify the faux
pas with immediate effect,
SNS adds from Bhopal. The
rectification, however, is es-
timated to cost the govern-
ment about Rs 20 lakh. Cov-
ering up, literally, 14 lakh
books with a one-page stick-
er could have been avoided
had the statg textbook cor-
poration gasured printing of

‘the nagibnal flower in the
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GUJARAT B Solanki, Pandya and Rana say: Support CM

Advan

RUPAM JAIN NAIR
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 28

WITH BJP chief LK. Advani
standing resolutely by Chief Minister
Narendra Modi, some dissidents
have started deserting the Keshub-
hai Patel camp.

At today’s public meeting in Bo-
tad that was addressed by Advani
and Modi, much of the huge crowd
that turned up was courtesy Dhan-
duka MLA Bharat Pandya and
Gogha  MLA  Purshottam
Solanki—both staunch anti-Modi
campers once.

Solanki is now beholden to Modi,
having been made a Minister, but
Pandya’s turnaround is a new devel-

opment. Also sharing the dais with -

Advani and Modi was Rajendrasinh
Rana, who isn’t known to be on

|

e

and somer

Modi’sside either. Rana, too, made a
public appeal for support for Modi.

Speaking at the function, Modi,
who has so far maintained stoic si-
lence on dissidence, said: “We don’t
believe in Shakti Pradarshan, but in
Shakti Darshan.”

Inaugurating an electricity supply
scheme in Bhavnagar district, Ad-
vani praised Modi for focussing on
issues of development and progress
instead of political matters.

Among those who have come to
accept that Modi will be around for a
long time is Godhra MLA Haresh
Bhatt. “I respect both Keshubhai
Pate] and Narendra Modi. For me,
Hindutva is the key to leadership. If
Modi changes his stand on Hin-
dutva, I will also change my alle-
giance,” said the former chief of Ba-
jrang Dal’s state unit.

at Modi side
bels too

A senior party leader close to the
rebel camp was forced to concede
that some of their supporters were
now likely to back Modi. “Equa-
tions have changed. The rebels have
realised that the party president has
made up his mind and the chief
minister’s leadership will not
change,” he said.

Kashiram Rana, also a rebel
camper, admitted that some MLAs
might have changed their stand and
others may be thinking of doing so.

Other Keshubhat Patel support-
ers described Solanki as a traitor:
after all, he’s the one who likened
Modi to Hitler and now says he was
mistaken and realises that Modi is
“a people’s leader.” They said the
struggle to oust Modi would con-
tinue, and that Keshubhai was do-
ing something.
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Gujarat di

dents ummpressed
by Advani's praise for Modi - .

/

Tr1p to Delhi to press the demand for a change of leadership remains unchanged

Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR: BJP president L.K.
Advani’s praise for Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“achievements” and his Govern-
ment’s performance does not
seem to have discouraged party
dissident MLAs from campaign-
ing for a change of leadership in
the State.

From his addresses at party
and official functions, it was ap-
parent that Mr. Advani’s two-
day visit to the State was intend-
ed to discourage the dissidents.
However, the latter gave clear
indication that they were not
impressed by his praise for Mr.
Modi.

Mr. Advani, accompanied by
Mr. Modi, called on the former
Chief Minister and dissident
leader, Keshubhai Patel, at his
official residence here this eve-
ning. The two leaders were with
Mr. Patel for about 15 minutes.

While Mr. Advani declined to
make any comment to pressper-
sons, Mr. Patel said the BJP
president was on a “social visit”
and inquired about his and his
wife’s health. There was no po-
litical discussion.

Asked about the BJP presi-
dent’s repeated praise of Mr.
Modi and his administration, he
said: “It may be Mr. Advani’s
opinion.” Some dissident MLAs,
who later came to visit Mr. Patel,
hinted that the trip to Delhi to
press the demand for a change of
leadership would be made
tomorrow.

.| Mr. Patel is leaving for Delhi
on Tuesday to attend the Parlia-

ment session. Mr. Advani re-

turned to Delhi this evening.

At several official functions
Mr. Advani attended in Ahmeda-
bad, Radhanpur and Gandhina-
gar, the central theme remained

BRINGING THE“ TOGETHER: BJP president L.K. Advani with the former Gujarat Chief Minister, Keshubhai Patel
(centre), and Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi in Gandhinagar on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP

unchanged: “Guijarat under Mr.
Modi has shown new direction
to the country on the path of
development.”

Inaugurating the “Jyotigram”
village electrification scheme in
Radhanpur in P atan district this
morning, he said: “I have no
words to praise :and congratulate
Mr. Modi and hiis team of Cabi-
net Ministers tior the series of
developmental measures taken
by the State adrninistration.”

He claimed that when no

T

State could ensure a regular and
uninterrupted power supply to
the villages, Gujarat under Mr.
Modi had implemented the Jyo-
tigram scheme in over 11,000 of
the 18,000 viliages in the State,
ensuring 24-hour three-phase
power supply.

“The people outside Gujarat
refuse to believe that one State
can progress so much in such a
short period. Gujarat has set an
example for all the States in the
country to follow its line for the

fuvi U

welfare of the people and pros-
perity of the nation.”

NDA convener George Fer-
nandes, who was here toattend a
party function on Sunday, re-
fused to draw a paraliel between
the anti-Sikh riots in 1984 and
the Gujarat communal riots in
2002.

“There is no comparison be-
tween what the then Prime Min-
ister, Rajiv Gandhi, and the
Congress did to inflame the anti-
Sikh riots with the communal

riots in the State with Mr. Modi
as the Chief Minister,” he said.

He did not see any reason for
Mr. Modi to apologise for the
riots because he had tried his
best to control the situation
“Mr. Modi called for the Army
and made elaborate planning tc
deploy the forces at strategi
points,” he said.

“It is shocking that the Con
gress which had encourage
riots against the Sikhs is now try
ing to teach us secularism.”
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BJP’s crisis widens
" < and deepens_ o

he more the Bharatiya Janata Party trie
out the flames engulfing its house, the fiercer they
seem to grow. Madan Lal Khurana’s suspension
from the party following his contrived show of
rebellion is hardly an earth-shaking development. The prob-
lem is that it comes on the heels of a series of debilitating
crises for the party and its embattled leadership. The BJP’s
image was already in tatters from the warfare between Lal
Krishna Advani and the Sangh Parivar. Today, factional
quarrels have become the norm in the State units. For Mr.
Advani, facing unrelenting sniper attacks from the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, this is a challenge like no other. The
anti-Narendra Modi campaign has reached a peak in Guj-
arat, with Keshubhai Patel and company taking their griev-
ances to leaders big and small. Characteristically, Uma
Bharti has opened two fronts simultaneously — against
Chief Minister Babulal Gaur in Madhya Pradesh and against
Team Advani in Dethi: in Bhopal her supporters are baying
for Mr. Gaur’s blood while in Delhi she has fired a salvo at
Sushma Swaraj for her unqualified support to the Women’s
Reservation Bill. In Jharkhand, Ajun Munda is hanging on to
his chair precariously thanks to dissidence bolstered by
Yashwant Sinha’s open attack on the Chief Minister. Wheth-
er it is Mr. Patel seeking Mr. Modi’s removal or Mr. Khurana
suddenly discovering his ‘secular’ roots or Ms. Bharti agitat-
ing for ‘sub-reservation’ in the women’s quota Bill, the
malcontents are clearly working to a plan — aided by an RSS
determined to mount pressure on the BJP chief before the
upcoming Chennai meet of the party’s national executive.
The situation is rich in irony. Hardly two months ago, Mr,
Advani was pilloried for praising Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s
August 1947 vision of a secular Pakistan. The hysterical
charge against him was that he had wilfully deviated from
the party’s core ideology of Hindutva. Today he finds himself
in the dock for standing by Mr. Modji, the man once hailed by
party and parivar as Hindutva’s shining mascot. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, which stood shoulder to shoulder with Mr.
Modi during the Gujarat anti-Muslim pogrom, has joined
the fight against the Chief Minister. As for Mr. Khurana:
post-Jinnah, he dashed off an angry letter to Mr. Advani
accusing him of “ruthlessly shredding the party’s time-test-
ed ideology” and demanded his resignation as party chief
and as Leader of the Opposition. Today the disgruntled war
horse is a champion of ‘secularism’. The letter that triggered
the former Rajasthan Governor’s suspension asked Mr. Ad-
vani te remove the “taint” of the “shameful Gujarat carnage”
by following the inspiring example of Manmohan Singh who
apologised for the 1984 anti-Sikh riots and showed the door
to Jagdish Tytler. Mr. Khurana showed not the slightest
remorse when Mr. Modi and the forces of genocidal fury
were on the rampage. What of Mr. Advani? Presented
an opportunity to prove that his Jinnah-appreciation
flash in the pap, he chose to shower praise on Mr/Modi.
Ideology, did ¥ou say?




It S Vaj payee
turn to 0 enV
Jinnah chapter

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH]I, Aug. 21. —
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
today raked up an issue
that had triggered a storm
in the Sangh Parivar by
declaring that Md Al
Jinnah was secular in his
initial days, but was later
responsible for India’s
Partition.

Mr Vajpayee’s remarks
at a condolence meeting
for RSS leader HV Se-
shadri, which revived a
controversy that appeared
to have been buried, were
variously interpreted by
Sangh members.

Some saw in them an
approval of BJP president
Mr LK Advani’s pro-Jin-
nah remarks in Pakistan,
which led to the RSS asking
him to step down, while
others saw the opposite.

The RSS chief, Mr KS
Sudarshan, was present
when Mr Vajpayee made
the remarks on Jinnah
today. Mr Sudarshan did
not comment on the con-
troversy, but asserted that
the Sangh has survived four
generations because it was
“ideology-centric and not
personality-based”.

Mr Vajpayee recalled
that Seshadri in his book
Tragic Story of Partition had
written that many people
who were nationalists later
on became communal and
religious fanatics.

“What happened to such
people? Why Jinnah
changed his colours? He
had nothing to do with

Jinnah had nothing to !
do with communalism '
or islam. it was wrong

to call him religious... j

communalism or Islam. It
was wrong to call him reli-
gious and when he became
associated with the Home
Rule movement, he used to
say he belonged to the sect
which believed in Dashava-
taras and practised Hindu
social customs and laws of
succession,” Mr Vajpayee
said quoting extensively
from the book which he
asked everyone to read.

Mr Vajpayee said Jinnah
used to hate religious fa-
naticism and to illustrate
his point read out an anec-
dote from Seshadri’s book
wherein he tells Motilal
Nehru that he “doesn’t be-
lieve in the bakwaas (non-
sense) of mullahs”. Quo-
ting from the book, he said:
“It is regrettable that he
had to go with the fools.”

Mr Vajpayee added:
“However, we have to see
in totality and he (Jinnah)
was responsible for the
Muslim League, the coun-
try’s partition and reli-
gious fanaticism,”

?‘55/;,;5 ‘.



‘Coterie running party: Khurapa

It is unfortunate that those with no political base are at the helm of affairs (TP

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Senior Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party leader Madan Lal
Khurana, suspended from the
party for “gross indiscipline,” on
Sunday said that he was “wor-
ried” by the manner in which the
party was being run by a “cote-
rie” surrounding BJP president
L.K. Advani and added that he
was feeling “sad and hurt” at the
“downfall” of the party.

“T will chalk out my next
course of action only after con-
sulting my supporters and se-
nior party and RSS leaders. I am
yet to receive the show cause-
notice issued to me,” he said.

Unfazed by the disciplinary
action, the one time strongman
of Delhi said it was unfortunate
that those leaders who have no
political base or have rarely con-
tested elections were at the helm
of party affairs. On the other
hand, mass leaders had been
sidelined and relegated to the
background in a humiliating

i
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Thus speaks Khurana...

® | am feeling sad and
hurt over the downfall
of party

o Show-cause notice
yet to be received

o Future course of action
after consulting RSS
leaders

manner. “The coterie surround-
ing Mr. Advani is running the
BJP like a private limited com-
pany from air-conditioned
rooms and acting as managing
directors. Such a situation was

i
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’)Wi
unacceptable. We have nuftured
the party for more than five dec-
ades and cannot be silent specta-
tors to such a depressing
scenario,” he alleged.

RSS meeting

It is learnt that Mr. Khurana
attended an RSS meeting at
Jhandewalan on Sunday to dis-
cuss his further course of action.
He is also said to be in touch with
some dissident leaders of Jhark-
hand, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh
and Karnataka,

“I have been associated with
the Sangh Parivar and the BJP
for 50 years. I want the party to
run properly. After all T have de-
voted my entire life for its bet-
terment,” he added.

Ever since news of Mr. Khura-
na’s suspension became public,
his supporters including some
BJP legislators from Delhi have
been thronging his residence.

Not demoralised

Often referred to as “Delhi ka
Sher,” Mr. Khurana maintained

that he had never crossed the
limit so far as discipline was con-

|
|

cerned and the show-cause no- |

tice did not worry him. “I had
resigned as the Chief Minister of
Delhi on my own. Then I re-
signed as Governor of Rajasthan
to serve the people of Delhi. All
through my decades of political
life with the BJP and the Jan
Sangh, I had never broken dis-
cipline and the latest action of
the party had not demoralised
me. It is unfortunate that Mr.
Advani has chosen to take sides
with his coterie and not read the
ground realities. I had requested
him along with the former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
to have a “peace meeting” with
RSS chief K. Sudarshan. Howev-
er, Mr. Advani declined to meet
the RSS chief at that time but
after a few days, at the behest of
his coterie, went to the RSS
headquarters and had a meeting
with the senior leaders there in
the aftermath of the Jinnah con-
troversy, he alleged.
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B.JP su§p€nds

Khurana, hints
at expulsion

.

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty president L.K. Advani on Sat-
urday ordered the suspension of
the former Rajasthan Governor,
Madan Lal Khurana, from the
party for “gross indiscipline.”
Mr. Advani stripped him of all
official duties on the recommen-
dation of the general secretaries.
Party leaders hinted that Mr.
Khurana could be expelled un-
less he apologised.

The disciplinary action came
within hours of his writing to
Mr. Advani demanding that Guj-
arat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi be sacked and that the par-
ty follow the example of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, who
apologised to the nation for the
1984 anti-Sikh riots.

A former Delhi Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Khurana referred to the
Supreme Court’s observations
against the Gujarat Government
and said the party could not
wash away the stain of the Guj-
arat riots without publicly apol-
ogising for the incidents. He
distributed copies of his letter at
a press conference here earlier
in the day.

Later reacting to the suspen-
sion, Mr. Khurana said he was
“prepared to face any action.” He
was yet to receive a show-cause
notice. In the evening party
leaders pointed out that as sev-
eral leaders were not in town
. now, the notice asking him to
respond within 15 days would be
served by Monday.

Announcing the suspension,
party spokesperson Sushma
Swaraj said, “Mr. Advani has
stripped him of his duties as
prabhari (political affairs in-
charge) of Delhi, Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir with im-
mediate effect.” She said Mr. Ad-
vani had consulted general
secretaries Arun Jaitley, Pra-
mod Mahajan, Rajnath Singh,
Sanjay Joshi and Om Mathur as
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well as vice-president M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu and “they recom-

mended Mr. Khurana’s
suspension, which he decided to
accept.”

On Mr. Khurana's suggestion
that he had the backing of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
leadership, Ms. Swaraj said, “No
Sangh leader can ever encourage
indiscipline. Therefore, to say
that the Sangh leaders are telling
him to do this would be wrong.”

Ms. Swaraj said that when Mr.
Khurana, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Babulal Gaur and the
former Finance Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, demanded Mr. Ad-
vani’s resignation after his
“Jinnah is secular” formulation,
the chapter on the standoff be-
tween him and the RSS was con-
sidered closed after an
agreement was worked out.
“That is why no disciplinary ac--
tion was taken then,” she said.

While Mr. Khurana indicated
that he would respond to the
show-cause notice when he re-
ceived it, the BJP’s central lead-
ership hinted that he could be
forgiven if he apologised uncon-
ditionally — as did the former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Uma Bharti after she publicly
dared Mr. Advani to take action
against her.

See also Page 8
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BJP leadershlp
faces upheaval
~across state$""

Q"O Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 AUGUST B

HE dissidence virus that

I has infected the BJP's Gu-

jarat unit, is spreading to
other states with vengeance. On
a day, in which the anti-Modi
camp took its battle to former
Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, BJP vice-
president Babulal
Marandi, who is |
engaged in a bitter
feud with Jhark-
hand chief minis-
ter Arjun Munda,
intensified  his
campaign to force
a change of lead-
ership in the state.

Mr Marandi is
said to have met
BJP president LK 5
Advani on Wednesday, and ap-
prised him of the situation pre-
vailing in the state. The former
Jharkhand  chief  minister
warned of growing resentment
among the people. And, the state
government was getting increas-
ingly unpopular, due to wide-
spread corruption and lack of de-
velopmental activities.

The tide turning against the
government was apparent from
the stance adopted by a group of
five ministers — two belonging
to the All Jharkhand Students’

AUG 700¢

Union (Sudesh Mahto and
Chandra Prakash Chaudhary)
and the remaining three inde-
pendents (Enos Ekka, Hari
Narayan Rai and Madhu Kodah)
— at ameeting held on Wednes-
day, in Ranchi.

Despite being made ministers,
they complained, they lacked
real powers, all of
which were cen-
tralised in the
chief minister’s of-
fice. “We cannot
announce  new
programmes or al-
low new projects.
The dedision-
making authority
has been taken
over by the chief
minister,” an ag-
grieved minister
said. The in-fight-
ing within the
J harkhand unit has only added
to the mounting woes of Mr Ad-
vani. The opening of another
front, the first being Gujarat, can
only come as bad news to the be-
leaguered BJP leadership.

For the third consecutive day,
there was no let-up in dissidence
activity in the party’s Gujarat
unit. Accompanied by Kashiram
Rana and Suresh Mehta, former
chief minister Keshubhai Pate],
who has emerged as the rallying
point for the rebels in the state,
on Thursday met Mr Vajpayee.

[he Economic ['ime)
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3JP slams govt
' for putting

reforms on hold

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 16 AUGUST

HE BJP attempted to re-

claim its space in the re-

form turf on Monday by
mounting an attack on the
UPA government for letting
policies become a hostage to
the well-known views of the
Left. The party, which fielded
former finance minister Yash-
want Sinha to attack the roll-
back of the disinvestment pro-
gramime, said the Congress-led
government at the Centre has
opted for “horrible economics
and bad politics”.

Mr Sinha, describing the
decision to shelve strategic
sales as a move aimed at ap-
peasing the Left, said it
amounted to rewriting the
policy matrix. “The govern-
ment has taken a regressive
step. It is a big setback for re-
forms,” he said.

In an attempt to endear it-
self to certain sections with a
stake in the reform process,
the BJP charged the govern-
ment with copying the con-
trarian positions of the Left.
The party reminded the Con-
gres$ that the entire reform
process was arevolt against the
failed policies of the past and
said such reversal in the policy
framework will harm the
economy.

Questioning the finance
minister’s stand that the gov-
ernment will not be able to
get the maximum out of

strategic sales, Mr Sinha said
it was a flawed thesis.

“A perusal of the earnings
from the sale of minor lots of
Maruti shares during Dr
Manmohan Singh’s tenure in
the North Block will prove
that Mr Chidambaram is
wrong. We did not get the
right value at that point.
When we went for strategic
sale in companies, we got bet-
ter value. The government
also got handsome control
premium,” he went on to
point out.

Mr Sinha said the govern-
ment’s decision to shelve the
disinvestment process in 13
companies is a move in the
reverse direction. “We have
evolved a policy over a period
of time. The policy was evolv-
ing from the interim Budget
of 1991. Manmohan Singh
followed it up. And in the
1998 Budget, we had said the
government will bring down
its share in non-strategic
companies below 51%,” he
pointed out.

The BJP’s response is sig-
nificant as it signals its resolve
to shed its diffidence about
projecting a reform-friendly
face. After it lost the last Lok
Sabha polls, a section of the
party had concluded that the
emphasis on reform was the
cause for the electoral set-
back. But Monday's response
indicates that the BJP will be
only too happy to have the
whole reform field to itself.




Never compromised on internal

o kD

security, says Advani .

Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL: The two-day training
programme for State Ministers
and district presidents of the
Madhya Pradesh unit of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party concluded at
Mandu near Indore on Sunday
with the party president, L.X.
Advani, lashing out at the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment at the Centre saying that it
should be “ashamed of the rap-
idly deteriorating internal secu-
rity scenario.” Mr. Advani said
the BJP had never compromised
on the national security front.
The previous BJP-led NDA
Government had stunned the
whole world by giving a crushing
blow to terrorism and forcing
Pakistan to stop supporting
those engaged in cross-border
terrorism, he said adding that
the BJP-led NDA Government

went for Pokhran-II and created
history by making India a nucle-
ar power. There was some initia-
tive in this direction in the “70s
but successive Governments
that buckled under the pressure
of the capitalist powers and nev-
er had the courage or strength to
go for a nuclear explosion, he as-
serted. sThe BJP-led NDA Gov-
ernment had put the country on
the fast track of development
and when they were in power
there was an 8 per cent increase
in GDP.

High ideology

Mr. Advani praised the role
continuously being played by
party workers. The BJP was
known for its committed party
workers and went on to empha-
sise that the party had been able
to march ahead due to its “high
ideology”. He said that those

who swear by democracy are the
biggest enemies of democracy.
He gave the example of the post-
emergency movement led by Jai
Prakash Narayan and said that
those belonging to the Rashtriya
Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS) and
the then Jan Sangh were in the
forefront and had sacrificed a lot
to restore democracy.

Mr. Advani had a special word
of praise for the BJP organisa-
tion in Madhya Pradesh and said
that the party was in power in
the State due to the hopes and
aspirations of the people.

He reiterated every party
worker’s commitment to the
ideology followed by the stal-
warts of the erstwhile Jan Sangh,
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee and
Deendayal Upadhyaya.

Earlier on Sunday, the train-

ing sessions were address Y
the state party president; Shivraj

Singh Chauhan, national general
secretary of the party, Sanjay
Joshi, and the former state party
president, Kailash Joshi.

The BJP vice-president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, was to address the
inaugural session on Saturday
but as he could not reach Mandu,
the party’s national general sec-

retary Rajnath Singh delivered !

the inaugural address and em-
phasised the crucial role of the
party workers both within the
party organisation and society.
Addressing state party leaders
and ministers on the inaugural
day, the national training coor-

dinator of the BJP, Vinay Sahas- |
trabuddhe, cautioned against .
too much involvement in politics |

and said that social commitment
and involvement in the volun-
tary sphere could also help inim-
plementing welfare schemes and
serving the larger public cause.
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BJP puts off Chennai
“ executive meet "

New Delhi: The RSS-L
K Advani tussle took its
toll on Monday with the
BJP postponing this
week’s national execu-
tive meeting in Chen-
nai but the party as-
serted that he would co-
ntinue both as party
president and leader of
opposition for the pres-
ent.

A day after an uneasy truce was said to
have been arrived at between RSS and Ad-
vani, senior party leaders met here at for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
residence and decided on deferring the
three-day executive from July 21 to Septem-
ber 16-18 in Chennai.

While BJP parliamentary party
spokesman V K Malhotra maintained that
the meeting has been postponed to prepare
for the coming monsoon session of Parlia-
ment beginning next week, the decision is
seen as an attempt to stave off any criticism
of the party chief at the executive.

Malhotra said Advani would continue in
both the posts during the monsoon session,
triggering speculation that he may be on his
way out even before the September meet.

Already, there has been a demand for Ad-
vani’s immediate resignation from both the

posts. A few athers, including former Presi-

'UNEASY TRUCE

dents Bangaru Laxman
and Jana Krishna-
murthy, have sought a
debate on issues like
‘one man one post’ and
ideology, seen as a pre-
text to attack him in the
wake of RSS demand
for his resignation.

Party sources said
Advani and senior lead-
ers like M Venkaiah
Naidu were in favour of going ahead with
the Chennai executive providing for discus-
sion on all issues but other party leaders felt
a postponement would avoid embarassing
situation.

After a week of defiance of the RSS di-
rective to step down in the wake of his con-
troversial visit to Pakistan and his ideolog-
ical differences, Advani is understood to
have convinced the Sangh top brass that he
should not be seen as quitting under pres-
sure and he should be given the choice of
his timing to make “an honourable exit”,
sources said.

Meanwhile, the party has called a meet-
ing of its office-bearers on June 23 to en-
dorse the resolutions to be adopted at the
Chennai executive. A meeting of NDA lead-
ers has also been called at Vajpayee’s resi-
dence on July 24 to chalk out the strategy
for the monsoon session. en




Elolls DY Bls B Ee bbI3 Miuke GUR) Bl . bleBbe 1iale] Blelel$) 35 Bb-kivkbim b ;
,EUEEQE-E%@% lblballe  Elelb ks Blowbleblle $)-lejiadb] b NN E TS 1205 |39 51178k Q.W/ Bb| 1Ak ﬁ@m@p& %&ﬁ%

: bpile Bl 520 g5 @)-kblibim 1o Bb| 12Ul Iilielin Bt e |
ladle 2% euph BOID kel sie k) 10 eelelin w98 AW
SRR okl g I bl Elieah Alboy lslalb]  Slpibal |l w)se PATTSINTIEY

lsBllo)d sfefe Blse  bIB 1290 bldklwibk loleay8e]  LUpbaln skt s Bk bla
Eoble - alle 2l olsldlia Sld-bale o) QRE  Soholelds) PlBilln S iz bl
Sb-hle b, ledh 00 Shbilc il I2leb) Bln Bl k) Heglltellln Blelblie
Bl kbbbl B2 2bB ILBIIE 1GA) blillely  BlSE 0@kl okl e
MEIRDE bloble, b B¢ k) Lliseble |plbale  526w) bjelany ZRll kibiehiln
W,FV@W/ Blalbblle & el bold Bls kil b 5@ 124] @L_E 1o Ikbkbble
Qake zb  Blble  BoIob] ) 1SS 00b) Kk LAWY leey TSN
Ea) LAl BOUbLIA B QWi 28 gkl Beles) BaM)leles
1913 Uel@bld)  Edodeh bhle kbkiblie a2l Blls  blols zlsh < Kz 1) -
aple lgllble B blbale 1R 52 SR (1ge) | ebklrislia )4
Bl Blsz afdjoueds  Bldleliblb) Sl b-lolob] lele “le0b] B0 BB |plbaln
lelo2b]  1litledinlk | VEMD bRl bbIse  shblolls S BB e blisjes)
Lladeqn o) bRllak i bl Dl Sloial] MUY Lo B3 Plielh
N el JSE  Slbl MR ‘Gded 0C BI2 2¢H) LS Wit ‘Blalls2b) dlae

Blblin (32 Rl BISE Bllslie IS | oy bIG $Up-lle kdie BJ6\
Blisdalel ©ob) BOJtellcied BlolS kil Zloh 173 QORI blle 520 SW) B
Blook Blhlelle SOAIL blitledble  SUS 103 |6 YplbAlin ) plEbln  lxfllellell
lele> fielllie: 11210K) k) [plballe  |BISIb|-kipkpblie flo dlk bbb Blplbale (g bble)
leblebblie BRI ke e @k B 1E) lbbiBle sueld) blisz  Sabl ki) hisjike
by balkjlkid hlGUs BIED  aglls bk bibls A Lok Wibllofale  Blblk 122808 |kl
B0l Ll Blidallsd QUG BLL GOl S-loliadbl ‘(b Bisbllel o Ble BRI
<k ladlle 192k Bl o Ble (slplbAlle EIEM kel kb {blballe ZEd
Zdule i B Bl 1202 Blblle QB> 0k fbka blblle | fheid Bllad) |6 blle 2l 0 higliee BIbL S
Blle BI0aI|ledllelq SReh] Bl Bt e bel) 1o SOloh EUEIN(  |1in] ‘RY belodb BNl B
{Bolls GUBG 120 BIWILE bible  litie $Iplballe k) kbkbblle  |[Eledialb 1o ilq
BlG| 26 Lodblle G2 Bladils  |WATE) fjlo 19&D| SIbo e SOBe [bRAR  Siedd)
biplle Blloh (BlSB Rldb] ddls 146 bl LIS Gololed) Fdule B Bl B2 10 RAS
Blo Sl ©29] Wils Bolsldke  lob b 1oz IR Bdudle f R) bk M) 2IGv IB0Z
Bledh  Blojlle  Be  DIblele e kil llob BlAD IRbD &R Nkl b pobblle  LE (W
Eodk ks 25 bAUD Guslole)

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

&)



RSS reprleve _
“ for Advani "

Sangh bre silenqe

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH]I, July 17. — Giving a temporary
reprieve to the beleaguered BJP president, the
RSS today granted Mr LK Advani an “oppor-
tunity” to clarify his increasingly shaky position
before the BJP’s national executive conclave in
Chennai later this week.

The Sangh, however, is clearly in no mood to
give up on its demand and pressure for his res-
ignation from the post of the party chief.

“A lot would depend on how convincing Mr
Advani’s argument comes across before the
national executive members. This may generate
heated debates among the members and any-
thing could happen there. Mr Advani may have
to resign there and then only. But it’s clear that
the Sangh wants him to quit,” a source said.

The RSS pressure was evident today by a flur-
ry of meetings between the BJP and RSS lead-
ers on the issue. Late this evening, Mr Advani,
along with his party colleagues, including Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu, Mr Jaswant Singh and Mr
Sanjay Joshi, went to the RSS’ Delhi headquar-
ters and were closeted with Mr Mohan
Bhagwat and another Sangh leader Mr Suresh
Soni. Mr Advani is said to have tried there to
“reiterate his commitment to the Sangh ideolo-
gy”. The RSS leaders were, however, not “too
impressed”, sources said. The Sangh brass is
meeting on 19 July at Nagpur and is likely to
repeat its stand for Mr Advani’s removal.

Following day-long parleys.involving BIP lead-
ers at Mr Advani’s residence here today, the BJP
vice-president Mr Naidu said the party leaders,
at their meeting with Sangh functionaries, told
them that they were in agreement with the con-
cerns expressed by them and “intended to
address them and then move forward”. He said
his assessment and understanding was that
Sangh leaders were “satisfied” with the BJP lead-
ership’s views.

The BJP also told the RSS that the party
intends to continue with the “tradition of
exchanging views with the Sangh” periodically.
Significantly, Mr Naidu parried questions on
the issue of Mr Advani’s resignation. He, how-
ever, said the issue of one-man one-post norm
needs to be sorted out by the BJP, which
assumes significance as Mr Advani is currently

18 JuL 200

Mr LK Advani and Mr Jaswant Singh after their meeting
with RSS leaders in New Delhi on Sunday. — PTI

NEW DELHL, July 17. — In an ominous sign of
things to come for Mr LK Advani, the RSS today
broke its silence and contradicted the BJP's official
claim by saying that the Sangh had asked the BJP
chief to relinquish his post and questioned the party
if a leader (Mr Advani) with a “tarnished image” was
an asset or a liability.

Disclosing that RSS general secretary Mr Mohan
Bhagwat had conveyed the Sangh’s decision to seek
Mr Advani's resignation, senior RSS leader Mr MG
Vaidya said it was “unanimously decided” at the
recent Sangh meeting in Surat to seek Mr Advani's
resignation over his Jinnah remarks which was
conveyed to the BJP brass by Mr Bhagwat. In his
weekly column in the pro-RSS local Marathi daily
Tarun Bharat, Mr Vaidya said: “Mr Bhagwat visited
New Dethion 10 July and apprised the sentiments of
(the Surat conclave of) provincial RSS pracharaks to
top VHP leaders and, also more importantly, to Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee.” — SNS

holding the dual posts of party president and
the leader of the Opposition.

Mr Naidu also said: “We have not said any-
thing whether Mr Advani would step down or
not or whether the national executive would
take place or not. Mr Advani is the president

-and we are working under his leadership.”

Earlier in Gwalior, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
said: “The party is committed to one-man one-
post principle which will be implemented soon.”

Aother report on page 4,
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~ BJP works on exit-Advani formula

\
Dipankar Chakraborty in New Delhi

July 14. — Under intense pressure
from the RSS, the BIP is working on
a plan for an “honourable exit” for
Mr LK Advani, at its silver jubilee
Maha  Adhiveshan  function in
Mumbai in December. Interestingly,
the proposal for an “honourable
exit” (an idea being sold 10 the RSS
by Mrs Sushma Swuaraj and Mr
Venkaiah Naidu) during the Mumbai
conclave, according to party insiders,
is perhaps the best and most appro-
priate exit formula for the BJP and
Mr Advani who, party sources told

19 Juu ¢«

hé/Statesman, is not too keen to say
quits before December. However,
there is a possibility that Mr Advani
might even have to quit before the
national executive,

“The RSS leaders during their
interaction with Mr Advani early
this week unequivocally told him
that he did not have any option but
to step down from the party presi-
dent’s post,” sources said. Going by
the mood within the party executive,
an RSS majority body, it is also like-
ly that Mr Advani may have to step
down before the forthcoming
Chennai national executive. The
BJP central leaders are in constant

tgxgh with the\(ﬁss, sources added.

At least three BJP leaders, Mr
Sanjay Joshi, Mr Pramod Mahajan
and Mrs Sushma Swaraj, virtually sat
through the entire day at the RSS’s
Jhandelwalan office here today.
Given the situation, the BJP central
leadership is also believed to have
prepared a contingency plan in case
the heat generated by the demand
for Mr Advani's ouster gets too hot
to handle. “Any open show of defi-
ance against Mr Advani may not be
kept under wraps for long. One of
the options before the party could
be to postpone the executive itself,”
sources maintained,
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Mr Advani turns \/
\Q\‘the tables on RS§¢

n politics, unlike fiction, there can be no ¢ ncludmg

chapter, no final victor. A month ago, defeat stared

Pakistan-returned, alleged member of a forbidden fan

club, Lal Krishna Advani, in the face. Under fire from
party and parivar for his praise of Mohammad Ali Jinnah, he
caved in — or so it appeared. The Bharatiya Janata Party
chief withdrew his resignation and resumed presidential
duties under terms apparently dictated by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. That Mr. Advani was party to a resolu-
tion whose import was to disclaim and decry his Jinnah-
appreciation indicated where the balance lay in the battle
between the RSS and its no-longer-favourite son. On Mon-
day, the Sangh, evidently under a misapprehension that the
BJP would never fail to obey its spiritual controller, reck-
lessly raised the stakes. The more or less public message to
Mr. Advani was he should relinquish one of two posts —
party president or Leader of the Opposition. Not that the
RSS fatwa came as a surprise. Mr. Advani was assumed to be
living on borrowed time ever since he registered praise for
Jinnah’s little-known-in-India address to Pakistan’s Con-
stituent Assembly. Indeed, Mr. Advani’s supposed indis-
cretions were the subject matter of a discussion at the
meeting of the RSS held in Surat, which “expressed serious
concerns over the ideological erosion, behavioural misde-
meanour and violation of organisational discipline with im-
punity by some functionaries of a couple of like-minded
organisations.” The logical progression was to seek the oust-
er of the “functionary” charged with causing the “ideological
erosion.”

However, this time the RSS was taken aback. Mr. Advani
dug in his heels, now backed by a party that saw the fight in
terms of its own future and survival. The BJP might be
umbilically tied to the RSS but even a party so bound must
know where to draw the line. The RSS, which claims to be a
non-political organisation, has a ‘counselling’ role that it
routinely exceeded in the past. It was a midnight call from
Jhandewalan that ensured Jaswant Singh’s exclusion from
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s first Cabinet. But it is one thing for the
command centre to pull strings from behind-the-scenes,
quite another for it to violate the process of decision-making
within the party by directly and publicly seeking a change in
the BJP’s leadership. Undoubtedly, even the BJP’s second
rung leadership sensed danger in allowing K.S. Sudarshan &
Co. such extremist licence. Once the BJP caved in on the
leadership issue, there was no knowing what the party would
be ‘counselled’ to do in furtherance of the Sangh’s agenda. In
the altered circumstances, Mr. Advani’ s successor would
have turned into a meek supplicant, with the party remain-
ing captive to the RSS’ reactionary and disintegrative world-
view for all the world to see. Of course, the BJP cannot admit
any of this. Sushma Swaraj, unsurprisingly, put a spin on the
party’s support to Mr. Advani by claiming the RSS exerted
no pressure on him; yes, there was concern about “ideolog-
ical erosion” but this did not manifest itself in any demand
for the party chief’s exit. Clearly, the party’s response is a
slap in the face for the Sangh, which invited this humiliation
by adventurously seeking to enlarge its overlordism. The
blame must go largely to the combative and outspoken Mr.
Sudarshan. This Sarsanghchalak misread the times and
egregiously overreached his office, undermining his orga-
nisation’s moral authority. His predecessors, by contrast,
quietly had their way. /
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NEW DELHI July 13. —
NDA convener Mr George
Fernandes’ advice to the
RSS “to confine itself to its
socio-cultural activitics”™
and his objection to “the
RSS abrogating to itself a
political role” has put the
BJP in a fix.

For most of the day to-
day, BJP leaders were busy
talking to the Sangh lea-
ders and Mr Fernandes.

“Fernandes is a well-
wisher of the party. We
have talked to him and
drawn his attention to the
statement made by him.
We are hopeful things
would be sorted,” a senior
BJP leader said here.

Mr Fernandes in his
statement had expressed
“concern for the NDA”
and appealed to “my col-
leagues in the BJP to sort
things out at the earliest”.

He had said that the
people of India were get-
ting increasingly “disillu-
sicied” with the UPA and
BJP seemed “to be facing
internal problems at a
time when people were
once again looking to the
NDA with hope and aspi-
ration”. However it was
his comments on the RSS
that appear to have per-
turbed the BIP the most.

The BJP spokesperson,
Mrs Sushma Swaraj, said:
“Mr Fernandes has gone
beyond his jurisdiction
and he should respect the

7
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feelings and sentiments of
the party”. The RSS also
asked Mr Fernandes to
refrain from interfering in
its internal matters.
Officially, however, the
BIJP today sought to play
down the controversy.
“His concern is under-
standable but he has 1
business to comment on
RSS-BJP  relationship,
which is like a mother-
child relationship,” Ms
Uma Bharati said in Agra.
Unfazed by the mount-
ing attack from BJP, Mr
Fernandes today stuck to
his criticism of the Sangh
saying the issue could
affect the NDA in Bihar
elections, adds PTL
Theatre of the absurd:
Congress, page 4
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“RSS never wanted Advani ouster:;

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHL July 12. -
Seeking to set at rest all

“ speculation over the fate

of Mr LK Advani follow-
ing his remarks on Jinnah,
BJP spokesperson  Mrs
Sushma Swaraj, today said
RSS leaders did not ask
him to step down as party
president and he would
continue to hold the post
of Opposition leader in
Lok Sabha.

Mrs Swara)'s clarifica-
tion came at a press con-
ference w the end of the
party gencral secretaries’
mecting  this  morning.
“Contrary to  media
reports, senior Jeaders of
the RSS and the BIP yes-
terday did not discuss the
Sangh Parivar’s directive
to Mr Advani to step down
as BJP president and

13 JUL 2005

Somen 'S
1mplement the one-man-
one-post formula in the
party,” she said.

On whether Mr Advani

would complete his full

tenure in office, Mrs
Swaraj did not give a
direct reply. This has given
rise to speculation that Mr
Advani has only a tempo-
rary reprieve and he may
be asked to step down
once a new leader is
finalised. Mrs Swaraj,
however, asserted: “Not
even once was Mr Advani
told to step down and
there is no confusion or
controversy in the Parivar

or the party in this
regard.”
Quizzed about Mr

Advani and Mr Vajpayee
meeting Sangh leaders
yesterday, she said she had
little knowledge about
what had transpired at the
meetings. She said had

there been any discussion
among them regarding Mr
Advani, it would have fig-
ured at the party leaders’
meeting last night. “I can
vouch for all the leaders
present that no such dis-

IN SOLITARY REFLECTION?
in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PT!
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BJP

cussion took place,”
said.

The RSS today asked
Mr Advani and the BJP to
rem-in firm and follow
ideology, adds PTI from
Nagpur. “In the last cou-
ple of days, senior func-
tionaries met and con-
veyed the Sangh’s views on
remaining firm on ideolo-
gy and maintaining res-
traint on oratory and pub-
lic speeches. This has been
conveyed to functionaries
of our like-minded organi-
sations,” RSS spokesman
Ram Madhav said.

Sangh sources declined
to confirm or deny whether |
Mr Advani was asked to |
step down. Reacting to Mr |
George Fernandes’ state- !
ment cautioning RSS not to |
take on itself a political |
role, the RSS today said it |
did not need any advice !
from him. }

she



‘Advani to stay, crisis continues
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No future gfeviations: RSS; Don’t assume political role, F ernandes tells RSS

AN
NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Tuesday said L.K. Ad-
vani would stay on as president
but would not confirm that he
would complete his three-year
tenure. The official statement
came amid strong indications
from the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh that the crisis in the
Sangh Parivar was far from aver.

Commenting on Monday's
hectic developments and nu-
merous meetings, BJP spokes-
person Sushma Swaraj
categorically said here: “Not
once did the RSS talk about Mr.
Advani’s resignation; the one-
man, one-post issue was not
mentioned even once.”

RSS spokesman Ram Madhav
said: “I have nothing to say on
the resignation issue.” Even as
different voices continued to be
heard from the BJP and the RSS,
National Democratic Alliance
convener George Fernandes
urged the Sangh “to confine it-
self to its socio-cultural activ-
ities” and not take on a “political
role.” He defended Mr. Advani’s
Mohammad Ali Jinnah remarks
and appealed to the BJP “to sort
things out at the earliest”,

A senior BJP leader told The
Hindu: “Mr. Advani will have to
make intense efforts to patch up
with the RSS. He could make
statements to prove that he has
not deviated from RSS ideology.”

RSS sources conceded that
“this round of the' battle”
seemed to have been won by Mr.
Advani, but hinted that the war
was not yet over. RSS chief K.S.
Sudarshan postponed his visit to
the United States, scheduled for
July 18, “in view of the ongoing
crisis.”

The feedback from the BJP
leaders would be conveyed to
Mr. Sudarshan and senior leader
H.V. Seshadiri, and thereafter to
the “prant pracharaks,” (RSS
State unit chiefs).

“We have conveyed to the BJP
leadership, as we said we would,
that the RSS expects ideological

Neena Vyas

13 JL 2005

5

CRUCIAL TALKS: BJP president L.K. Advani at a meeting with Jaswant Singh (second from left), Venkaiah Naidu,
and other senior leaders in New Delhi on Tuesday. - PHOTO: 5. SUBRAMANIUM

firmness; our concern is not
about individuals but ideology;
we are concerned about the di-
rection of the party,” Mr. Mad-
hav told reporters. “We are not
saying that everything was al-
right, we told them that we dis-
approve of the ideological
deviation from core RSS beliefs.”

«H: HINDUO

Mr. Advani’s Jinnah remarks
were a deviation.

Had Mr: Advani now got the
RSS message right? The RSS an-
swer was: “We'll see.”

The RSS hinted that it would
not take kindly to future ideolog-
ical deviations on excuses of po-
litical compulsions or

expediency.

Earlier Ms. Swaraj, respon-
ding to a question whether Mr.
Advani would complete his
three-year term, said, “Should
we say daily that Mr. Advani is
our president?” If media reports
were all wrong, as she said, why
did the party not issue a state-

ment on Monday scotching
these? “We did not know what
transpired at the morning meet-
ings between the Sangh leaders
and [former Prime Minister]
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Mr. Ad-
vani,” Ms. Swaraj said, although
she herself met Mr. Advani at
least twice on Monday.

// .



RSS delivers stern
message to BJP .

No deviation from ideology; Will Advani

relinquish one of his posts?

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh on Monday
delivered its promised stern
message to the Bharatiya Janata
Party leadership, especially its
president LK. Advani, that it
will not tolerate any deviation
from its ideology or any “ide-
ological erosion.”

The corridors in the BJP
headquarters here were imme-
diately abuzz with reports that
Mr. Advani could step down al-
most immediately from at least
one of the two positions he is
currently holding - party presi-
dent and the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Several party leaders said
the picture would become clear
by Tuesday, but it is apparent
that efforts are being made to
secure Mr. Advani’s resignation.

The RSS spokesperson Ram
Madhav simply said that the
“Sangh leaders have met party
leaders according to schedule.”

The BJP spokesperson, Pra-
kash Javadekar, repeated the
sentence, adding that “there is
no confusion in the party and the
[Sangh] Parivar.”

The morning began with three
senjor RSS leaders — Mohan
Bhagwat, Suresh Soni and Ma-
dan Das Devi — meeting the for-
mer Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, for over an hour. They
reportedly conveyed to him
their strong views on the “ide-
ological deviation” witnessed in
relation to Mr. Advani’s “Jinnah
is secular” formulation during
his Pakistan visit, the later mood
of defiance shown by him when
he said he would, like Arjun of
Mahabharat, prepare for the
battle (of ideologies). Apparent-

L.K. Advani

ly, the issue of Mr. Advani hold-
ing two positions contrary to the
one-man, one-post principle al-
so came up. Mr. Vajpayee is said
to have given them a patient
hearing.

The RSS leaders then met Mr.
Advani and were closeted with
him for about an hour. They
publicly declared on Saturday in
a facsimile message to newspa-
per offices that the “elders”
would soon talk to the “con-
cerned people” to “convey the
Sangh’s reservations” on the re-
cent “ideological erosion, beha-

vioural misdemeanour and
violation of organisational dis-
cipline with impunity.”

Some kind of a truce was
worked out on June 10, leading
to Mr. Advani withdrawing his
resignation as party president.
But matters again took a turn for
the worse when Mr. Advani’s
former political aide Sudheen-
dra Kulkarni wrote articles vir-

. jettison the
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tually suggekting that the BJP
S baggage to be-
come a mainstream political
party. Later, he equated the re-
cent terrorist attack at Ayodhya
to the action by karsevaks that
brought down the Babri Masjid
at Ayodhya on December 6,1992
and suggested that the BJP pub-
licly apologise for that.

On Saturday, the RSS stated
that the matter was discussed
thoroughly at its recent Surat
meeting of “prant pracharaks”
(state heads of the RSS) and it
was at this meeting that “serious
concern” was expressed about
the goings-on in a “couple of
like-minded organisations.”

RSSsources indicated that the
reference was to the BJP and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, espe-
cially Mr. Advani and VHP lead-
er Pravin Togadia. On Sunday
the RSS leaders met the VHP
leadership here where Ashok
Singhal, Giriraj Kishore and
Vishnu Hari Dalmiya were re-
ported to be present.

They were apparently told
that Dr. Togadia’s harsh lan-
guage would not be tolerated.

After the RSS top brass met
Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Advani at

their residences, a number of

meetings took place throughout
the day, both among senior BJP
leaders and at the RSS headquar-
ters here in Jhandewalan. BJP
vice-president Venkaiah Naidu
was among those who went to
meet the RSS leaders at Jhande-
walan, while Sushma Swaraj met
Mr. Advani. Some party general
secretaries and office-bearers
met in twos and threes, basically
to discuss the immediate fallout
of the firm stand taken by the
RSS bosses.
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to 1.2 noon
RSS leaders
meet Vajpayee,

then Advani.
List grievances

p.m.

16 4 pam.
Senior BJP
leaders have
discussions
with Advani

p.m.

19 0 path.

BJP leaders call
at RSS head-
quarters, say no
deviation

p.m.

tili late night
Second meeting
between BJP
and RSS leaders
at RSS head-
quarters.
Advani,
Vajpayee in
touch
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RSS rules: Advani must go

BJP told to find a replacement; party
leaders seek more time for their boss

P
SHEKHAR Iyer 2 @V vt i
New Delhi, july 11 b \
THE RSS'S wish for a new BJP chief in place ofI.K. Ad-
vani came across strongly in the course of a series of meet-
ings between Sangh bigwigs and BJP leaders which
reached its climax on Monday night.

Barring two or three senior leaders, the BJP establish-
ment seemed opposed to the oust-Advani plan. All BJP
functionaries were summoned to the RSS headquarters
late at night. A meeting of the party's central office-bearers
was called at 11 a.m. on Tuesday.

Adding a new dimension to the crisis, Advani was said
to be unwilling to continue as leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha if his role as the BJP chief was unaccept-
able to the Sangh. Late on Monday, he turned to A.B. Vaj-

payee for a final word.
What began as an exchange of ideas between the two
sides on the BJP's "ideological erosion” —- following Ad-

vani's Pakistan visit and his remark on M.A. Jinnah -
veered towards the Sangh's perception that the BJP should
go for an image correction. The Sangh is said to have
broached the issue of Advani's future by emphasising that
the principle of "one man, one post" be upheld by his giv-
ing up the post of BJP chief and continuing as leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha.

Senior BJP leaders — including Vajpayee and Jaswant
Singh — reportedly resisted the idea, saying neither the
time nor current political situation was right for a change.
Murli Manohar Joshi and Bal Apte, however, were said to
be in agreement with the RSS's perception for a change.
They are among the contenders for Advani’s post.

Second-line BJP leaders — Jaswant Singh, Venkaiah
Naidu, Sushma Swaraj, Pramod Mahajan, Rajnath Singh
and Uma Bharti — were said to have pleaded with the
Sangh leaders (led by Mohan Bhagwat) that Advani should
not be targeted. RSS leaders were, however, keeping up the
pressure as reports last came in.

The day began with Bhagwat, accompanied by Sangh's
joint general seeretaries Madan Das Devi and Suresh Soni.
meefing Vajpayee and then Advani to discuss their "reserva-
tions" over the BJP's deviations from the Parivar's ideology.

Initially, the Sangh leaders did not ask for Advani's resig-
nation nor did he offer it on his own. But subsequently, when
the discussion enlarged to include more BJP leaders, the ba-
sic question that kept cropping up was the one relating to
Advani's continuation and the BJP's future stewardship.

Another version was that the need for Advani's resigna-
tion was hinted at — and that he indicated his resistance.

On Sunday, the Sangh brass had met the VHP's Ashok
Singhal, Praveen Togadia and Giriraj Kishore. A day earli-
er, the RSS had issued a statement expressing concern over
"the ideological erosion and violation of organisational dis-
cipline by some functionaries of like-minded organisa-
tions". The other organisation referred to was the VHP,
whose general secretary Praveen Togadia was most vocal
against Advani at the Surat conclave. He is believed to have
been pulled up for use of intemperate language.
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Party Expresses Concerns Over Ideological Erosion Of Parivaar

RSS lead

td
Our Political Bureaﬂ/ Wﬂrlong "7 \
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dictment of BJP president

LK Advani, the RSS on Sat-
urday expressed serious concern
over attempts to divest the party
of its ideological moorings and
the growing organisational
indiscipline.

Four days after the conclusion
of the meeting of its ‘prant-
pracharaks’ at Surat, the RSS
came out with a formal state-
ment about the outcome of the
deliberations at the condave. Mr
Advani’s attempts to endear
himself with the estranged pari-
var, it is clear, have failed to cut
any ice. That he was dealing
with a tough customer was also
apparent from the tone and
tenor of the short statement, and
is likely to find it more difficult to
continue as the party president

I Nwhat is seen as a serious in-

The RSS is expected to hold a
meeting with the BJP's top lead-
ership soon to convey its disen-
chantment. Even though no
date has been set, it is likely to
held before the BJP’s national
executive, which begins in
Chennai from July 21.

The Surat meeting, the state-
ment pointed out, expressed se-
rious concern over “the ideolog-
ical erosion, behavioural misde-
meanour and violation of
organisational discipline with
impunity by some functionaries
of a couple of like-minded or-
ganisations.”

Even though the sangh re-
frained from the identifying the
‘tunctionaries’, there was little
doubt that it was Mr Advani
who was the prime target. His at-
tempts tosteer the party towards
an unchartered course during
his week-long trip to Pakistan,

* FIRM STANCE

where he not only reiterated his
regrets over the Ayodhya demo-
lition, but also rich paid tributes
to Jinnah, forced the RSS to call
for a course-correction and a
change in leadership in the BJP.
The Surat conclave saw the
participants making a strong

Vsmdlct Adam

pitch for an en t the ideologi-

cal vacillation that had crept up
in the BJP. Some members even
favoured a more radical course
— if the party failed to take ade-
quate corrective measures, then
the RSS should seriously think of
severing its ties with it.
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NEW DELHI, July 8. —
Divisions in the ranks of
the BJP and Sangh Parivar
are only getting sharper.
Conflicting voices and
stands are emerging from
within the Parivar even on
the issue of the Tuesday
terror attack on the dis-
puted Ayodhya complex.
Bringing such divisions
to sharp focus on the issue
whether  Pakistan  is
responsible  for  the
Ayodhya strike, the senior
BJP leader, Mr Murli

O 9 tin
Gl

rift over Pa}s gol

ws Servieq’  Manohar Joshi, today

squarely held the ISI
responsible for the assault
on Ayodhya.

In sharp contrast, the
BJP president, Mr LK
Advani, avoided any refer-
ence to the neighbouring
country in connection with
the incident, during his
visit to Ayodhya today.

“I have said earlier also
that the attack on
Ayodhya was supported
and guided by the ISI of
Pakistan,” Mr Joshi told
media persons on being
asked why the BJP was

e’ in Ayo\(fh a attack

shying away from makin \

any reference to Pakistan.
Interestingly, the former
BJP national secretary and
Mr Advani’s close aide,
Mr Sudheendhra
Kulkarni, today praised
the BJP president for his
refusal to blame Pakistan
for the Ayodhya attack.
“The BIP president’s
refusal to blame Pakistan
for the Ayodhya incident is

as eloquent as the
Pakistan  government’s
welcome  gesture  last

month of inviting LK
Advani to do the ‘shi-

THE STATESMAN

lanyas’ for the restoration
of Hindu temples at Katas
Raj,” Mr Kulkarni said in
a hard-hitting article.

A known Advani-baiter,
Mr  Joshi, however,
defended him against
charges of delay in visiting
Ayodhya. “Mr Advani was
in Guwahati when the
incident had happened.

Other leaders were
already in Ayodhya yester-
day. So, he chose to go
today.” Mr Joshi had
openly taken on Mr
Advani recently over the
latter’s Jinnah remarks.




/Sangh ready to serv
qult notice on Adva\{/

PANKAJ Vohra

New Delhi, July 8 QQ/
AFTER THE lull the storm. In a
widely-anticipated move with
deep political ramifications, the
RSS has decided to ask L.K. Ad-
vani to step down as the BJP’s
national president.

The decision, endorsed hearti-
ly by all prant pracharaks at the
Sangh’s Surat eonclave, should
have been conveyed to the BJP
by now. The directive was de-
layed only by the terrorist attack
in Ayodhya. The RSS feels the
BJP under Advani has strayed
from the beaten track of Hindut-
va and that his remarks in Pak-
istan had gone against the basic
tenets of Sangh philosophy.

All of the 20-odd pracharaks
who spoke at the conclave were
unanimous in their condemna-
tion of the man who had called
Jinnah “secular”. Some of them
were so bitter that they called

PT1

L.K. Advani outside the attacked shrine in Ayodhya on Friday.

also described Advani as “a bro-

ker for Pakistan”.

The supreme irony of all this
is that whenever Advani would
be criticised at such gatherings
in the past, an overwhelming
majority of paracharaks would
rally behind him. But at Surat,
there was not a single word spo-
ken in his defence.

The overriding sentiment was

the Ayodhya attack an ISI—eggi-ﬂ{-hat the BJP must set its house

neered move to help the
chief save his job. One speaker

i ]
]

in order and re-tune itself to the
other Sangh outfits. Indeed so

volatile was the atmosphere that
a senior Sangh leader had to in-
tervene twice to placate the agi-
tated paracharaks, a source
said. The paracharaks had to be
told that they should be patient
and action was under way.
“Though there is no indication
vet of when Advani would be
served the quit notice, it could
happen before the BJP’s nation-
al executive meeting later this
month,” the source added.
More reports on P2
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(\w normal life
in'BJP states

New Delhi: The nationu%?e BJP-VHP sponsored
brotest on Wednesday against the terror attack in Ay-
odhya had some impact in the saffron party-ruled
states where their activists disrupted rail and road
traffic and barged into the Indore airport, preventing
a Jet Airways flight from taking off for over two
hours.

The BJP protest turned violent in Delhi as police
used teargas and
water cannon to
quell demonstra-
tors as they over-
turned  barri-
cades near the
venue of a
demonstration
to be addressed
by BJP president
L K Advani. Sev-
eral BJP leaders,
including V K Malhotra and Sushma Swaraj, also
courted arrest amidst slogans raised by workers.

In the twin cities of Ayodhya and Faizabad, where
security has been beefed up following Tuesday’s ttack,
VHP and BJP activists were seen forcing shopkeepers
to down their shutters. Schools, banks and govern-
ment offices were open although attendance was thin.

In several cities of Uttar Pradesh, markets re-
mained partially closed but normal attendance was
reported from educational institutions and govern-
ment offices. No untoward incident was reported from
the state, where security has been beefed up in the
wake of the VHP bandh call.

Saffron activists barged into the Indore airport by
scaling the boundary wall and reached the tarmac
through the VIP lounge and squatted before the Jet
Airways flight (Dethi-Indore-Bhopal-Delhi).

The plane took off after the police and Rapid Action
Force dispersed the protestors, who caused some dam-
age to the VIP lounge. They also stopped two trains in
Indore city by blocking the railway tracks. s
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“Kulkarni resigns from all posts

NEW DELH]I, July 3. — BJP word-
smith Mr Sudheendra Kulkarni
today finally resigned as the party
national secretary, secretary to party
president and also as member of the
national executive.

“I have submitted my resignation
from the post of secretary of the BJP
and secretary to the party president.
I have also resigned from the mem-
bership of the national executive,”
Mr Kulkarni told journalists after
meeting BJP president Mr LK
Advani late this evening. He said his
resignation had been accepted.

* Mr Kulkarni has been under
attack from the Sangh Parivar for
allegedly misleading Mr Advani dur-
ing his controversial visit to Pakistan
last month.

Last week he had written a letter
to Mr Advani offering to step down
but had stressed the need to recast
BJP-RSS ties.

) the mysterious disclosure of the e-

mail communication that I had sent
to my party president (Mr Advani)
from Mumbai on 24 June,” he said.
“After assessing the situation com-
prehensively and guided -first and
foremost by the interests of the
party, 1 have submitted my resigna-
tion... My resignation has been
accepted.”

His resignation coincided with the
meeting of the RSS leadership in
Surat to fine-tune its relationship
with BJP in the backdrop of Mr
Advani’s controversial remarks on
Jinnah and Mr Kulkarni’s attack on
RSS and his advocacy for an image
makeover for the party, away from
its perceived “un-secular” character.

His is the second head to roll in
BJP in less than a week over Mr
Advani’s statement on Jinnah.
Senior party leader Mr Yashwant
Sinha was removed as party
spokesman following his strong crit-
icism of the party chief.

Kulkarni’s exit is seen to be
“A wholly unexpected situation rt of a compromise formula
has been created within my pa,‘ty by between BJP and RSS after the

ey
N
AN

Jinnah (?ssbllg led to bad blood
between the two. An unfazed Mr
Kulkarni said he stood by his
remarks and asserted his resignation
“is purely and entirely my voluntary
decision”. His fate was virtually
decided at the meeting of party
office-bearers chaired by Mr Advani
earlier in the day. He was sum-
moned by the party president after
he returned from Mumbai.

Mr Kulkarni’s chosen words in
describing the attitude and behav-
iour of RSS and VHP and his advo-
cacy for an “inclusive approach”
towards the Muslims had carried the
internecine battle to a flash point.

Favouring “recast” of BJP-RSS
relationship, he had suggested that
BJP distance itself completely from
extremist elements in the VHP” that
have brought a “bad name to the
BIP”, “weakened the larger nation-
alist cause” and “derailed the Hindu
movement.” Maintaining that BJP is
in “ideological and organisational
disarray”, Mr Kulkarni had favoured
“concerted and principled attempts”
to reach out to the Muslims.




‘Closed-door RSS/éoncla;e

to discuss Advani, Imrana

RATHIN Das
Ahmedabad, July 2

A CLOSED-DOOR meeting of RSS Prant
Pracharaks began in rain-ravaged Surat on
Saturday amid speculation that it would vir-
tually take the BJP t0 task over its president,
L.K.Advani’s ‘Jinnah secular’ remark, which
had thrown the political wing out of gear.

Amid differences over the stand to be tak-
en on Advani, top Sangh Parivar leaders
met here on Saturday to chalk out the agen-
da for the first crucial RSS conclave here on
Sunday after the BJP president’s controver-
sial visit to Pakistan.

Over two dozen senior leaders, including
RSS chief K.S. Sudershan, and VHP fire-
brand leader Praveen Togadia, met at the
Eklavya Ambedkar Bhavan ahead of delib-
erations that could give a new dimension to
RSS-BJP ties. Unlike previous RSS meet-
ings which were attended by Advani and
former party chief M. Venkaiah Naidu, this
time Sanjay Joshi, Sangh pointsman in the
BJP and the party’s general secretary (orga-
nistaion) is the only Central leader invited.

About 140 delegates, including provincial
organisers, all-India functionaries of the
Sangh and important pracharaks (organis-
ers) from Parivar outfits — who hold the key
to the BJP’s electoral prospects — will be at-
tending the three-day meeting.

Although, officially, the Advani issue is
not on the agenda of the RSS conclave, there
are enough indications that the issue would
definitely be taken up.

Advani and the BJP had not only invited
the wrath of the RSS bosses, but the ‘Jinnah
episode’ had also soured the party’s hither-
to cordial relations with the VHP whose le-
aders are likely to take up the issue of BJP
leaders showing disrespect by asking them
to ‘shut up’. Even if the RSS meet stops just
short of issuing marching orders to BJP ch-

PTI

BJP president L.K. Advani visits Asarva Aria near Ahmedabad to take stock of the flood

situation on Saturday.

ief Advani, there is reportedly sufficient pr-
essure from the VHP to at least ‘censure’
him and other leaders for expressing public
annoyance at the sants criticising him.

A section of the Sangh leadership is in
favour of giving time to Advani to set the
house (party) in order and facilitate a
smooth handover of the party’s reins to a
second-generation leader.

However, VHP leaders, including Toga-

dia, are expected to insist on his stepping-

down as party chief at the earliest and his
replacement by a pro-Hindutva leader. It
may be recalled that some BJP leaders had
publicly asked VHP leader Praveen Togadia
and others to ‘shut up’ their diatribe against
Advani following the ‘Jinnah secular’ con-
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troversy. The RSS top brass is also not hap-
py with the utterances of some BJP leaders,
including party national secretary Sud-
heendra Kulkarni, who had publicly at-
tacked the Sangh fountainhead and the
VHP. Though Kulkarni has offered to step
down, some leaders feel he continues to en-
joy Advani’s blessings.

The other issue

The RSS meet is also likely to take up the is-
sue of Imrana, who has been debarred by a
fatwa to rejoin her husband following rape by
her father-in-law. There is a prevailing feeling
that the issue has the potential of being
hyped to the level of the Shah Bano case.
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NEWDELHI: In aletter to Bharatlya
Janata Party president L.K. Ad-
vani, party national secretary
Sudheendra Kulkarni has of-
fered “to step down as a member
of the team of office-bearers”
and continue working for Mr.
Advani as “an ordinary worker.”

Unsigned copies of the letter,
said to have been sent on June
24, were made available to the
media on Friday although Mr.
Kulkarni himself is reported to
have stated in Mumbai that he
had not resigned.

Informally, party leaders here
confirmed that Mr. Advani had

Neena Vyas

received the letter. A very senior
party leader told The Hindu
that at a meeting several days
ago Mr. Advani had said that he
had asked for Mr. Kulkarni’s re-
signation.

Mr. Kulkarni’s sacrificial of-
fering has been made even as the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) began its five-day deliber-
ations in Surat where the recent
storm in the BJP over Mr. Ad-
vani’s “Jinnah is secular” formu-
lation during his Pakistan visit is
expected to be discussed at some
length. Mr. Kulkarni was with
Mr. Advani during that visit. In
that speech, Mr. Advani quoted
the Pakistan founder Mo-
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and should bg followed in the
sub-continent, including India.
A day earlier, at the Jinnah mau-
soleum, Mr. Advani had praised
him as one of the rare individu-
als who had created history.

For the last one week and
more — in fact, ever since Mr.
Advani’s resignation from the
party and later its withdrawal
last month — BJP leaders have
been informally confirming that
the “Advani camp” had advised
him to “offer Mr. Kulkarni as the
sacrificial lamb” to appease the
RSS bosses, who would actually
prefer to see Mr. Advani exit as
the party chief. This camp sug-

Kulkarni ‘offers’ to\s/vp down'

Was he the wIIau& of the Jinnah piece? g

To make matters
worse, a “paper"”
recently read by him
in Bhopal was leaked.

gested that Mr. Kulkarni was
“the villain of the Jinnah piece”
and had “misled” the BJP presi-
dent. To make matters worse, a
“paper” recently read by Mr.
Kulkarni at an “intellectual
meet” in Bhopal was leaked.
That paper virtually suggested
that the BJP distance itself from
the RSS. And it came as no sur-
prise to anyone in the BJP that
the RSS leaders did not think
this to be a matter to be dismis-
sed lightly.



