imrana’s tather-in-law Ali

nember, MPLB Mohammad in police custody.

t.

r Farooqui,
or, National
stitute, said:
1 from going
igious opin-

are issued
1g with the

aculty mem-
1t of English
n languages,
5, said, “Im-
subjected to

ictim, justice

should be meted out to her with-
out delay”.

Women’s support

Meanwhile, Imrana found further
support as several women and vol-
untary organisations came out to
express their solidarity with her.
A Muslim welfare society on Wed-
nesday urged members of the co-
mmunity to rally behind her and
demanded that the case be heard
by a fast-track court. Members of
the Fazahe Insaniyat Welfare Soci-
ety gave her Rs 5,100, the “first in-
stalment towards relief”.

aud the consequent tatwa by the
Dar-ul-Uloom of Deoband annu-
1ling her marriage has snowballed
into a debate among the Muslim
intellectuals on the campus.

AMU intellectuals contend that
the case has two aspects — the cri-
me and its nature, which is more
“personal”. If provisions of IPC
are to be implemented, then one
has to wait till the crime is proved.
If the Shariat is to be invoked, then
it will not be possible to do so in In-
dia as it is not an Islamic country
The Shariat decides on personal
aspects of the community.

Another scholar said the fatwa
was not justified as Imrana could
not be blamed if her father-in-law
or any of her husband’s relatives
“physically abused” her.
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0 R Union minister
F Yashwant Sinha, who

created a flutter recently,
after criticising BJP president
LK Advani and chiding the
Jharkhand chief minister, was
sacked as BJP spoke-
sperson on Tuesday.

Mr Sinha, who was
asked by the party not to
air his grievancesin pub-
lic last week, does not
figure in the panel of BJP
spokespersons  which
wasreconstituted by Mr Advani
on Tuesday. No reason was giv-
en for his removal but it comes
close on the heels of his critical
remarks about the Jinnah con-
troversy involving Mr Advani.
Mr Sinhgz had said the discus-
siQan/The Pakistan founder

d have been avoided, which

Arew flak within the party.

“The panel of spokespersons

spokesperson

has been reconstituted by the
party president, Mr Advani.
Sushma Swaraj and myself will
be the two spokespersons,” par-
ty spokesperson Arun Jaitley
said. Manvendra Singh and
Prakash Javdekar will be the
additional spokespersons.

Mr Sinha, who originally
came from the Janata
Dal and was the finance
and external affairs
minister in the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee govern-
.| ment, had also won-
\ dered whether Mr Ad-
vani would be co-
mpetent enough as leader of the
Opposition after his resignation
as party president. After his un-
bridled attack on Jharkhand
chief minister Arjun Munda, ac-
cusing him of corruption and ex-
travagance, the party asked Mr
Sinha not to air his views in pub-
lic. But he maintained that he
had expressed his opinion in the
interestofthepeople. ~ —PTI
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Yashwant Sinha sacked

as BJP sp_okes

New Delhi: Former Union min-
ister Yashwant
Sinha, who re-
cently created a
flutter by his
criticism of BJP
president L K
Advani and
attacked the
party government in Jhark-
hand, was on Tuesday sacked
as BJP spokesperson.

Sinha, who was last week
asked by the party not to air
his grievances in public but
within the party forum, does
not figure in the panel of BJP
spokespersons which was re-
constituted by Advani on
Tuesday.

No reason was given for
his removal from the
spokesperson’s post but it
comes close on the heels of
his critical remarks at the
height of the Jinnah contro-
versy involving Advani when
he said the discussion on
Pakistan founder could have
been avoided.

“The panel of spokesper-
sons has been reconstituted

2 9 JUN 2005

h/‘

by party Pre51de t L K Advani.
Sushma Swaraj, Arun Jaitley
will be the two spokespersons,”
party spokesman Arun Jaitley
said. Manvendra Singh and
Prakash Javdekar will be the ad-
ditional spokespersons.

EGI’SOI]
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Sinha, who originally came
from the Janata Dal stream in
politics and was finance and ex-
ternal Affairs minister in the Va-
jpayee government, had also won-
dered whether Advani could be
effective as leader of the opposi-

Fernandes holds
talks with RSS chlef

Nagpur: In an apparent bid to bridge dif-

ferences be-
tween the
RSS and BJP
president LK
Advani, NDA
gonvener
George  Fer-
nandes on
Tuesday }mld a closed-door meeting with
RSS chief K 8 Sudarshan anid its general
secretary Mohan Bhagwat at the Sangh
headquarters here.

The meeting assumes smnﬁicance in
the wake of RSS criticism of Advani
over his controversial remarks about
Pakistan fourider Mohammad Al Jin-
nah during his recent Pakistan visit. e

. o ' W 1"}‘:;;
Clqg L dind t b

tion after his resignation as
party president.

After his unbridled attack
on Jharkhand chief minis-
ter Arjun Munda, accusing
corruption and extrava-
gance of the government,
the party asked Sinha not to
air his views in public. But
he maintained that he had
expressed his opinion in the
interest of the people of the’
state.

The decmon to remove

Sinha from the post of .
spokesman was taken on
Monday at a meeting of par-
ty general secretaries
chaired by Advani. The BJP
felt that it was inappropriate
for Sinha to continue as a
spokesman even as he con-
tinued to attack the party
leadership and its govern-
ments, party sources said. en




Advani back
as the hawk

Slams Pakistan on Kashmir

ZORAWAR Singh Jamwal
Lakhanpur, June 23

IN WHAT appeared to be an at-
tempt to put the Jinnah contro-
versy behind him, BJP president
L.K. Advani attacked Pakistan for
encouraging terrorists operating
in Kashmir and said his party
would not allow the Centre to
“buy” the peace package offered
by Pakistan.

Advani was speaking at a huge

rally in Lakhanpur to mark the
death anniversary of Shyama
Prasad MooKkerjee, the founder
president of the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, the BJP’s parent party. It
was his first public speech after
his return from Pakistan.

“During my visit to Pakistan, |
discussed the terror threat with
President Pervez Musharraf. He
did not agree at first, and assured
me that militancy would not be
allowed on any land in Pakistan
or PoK... Yet | have reports that a
terrorist infrastructure still ex-
ists there. Terrorist training
camps and launching pads still
exist across the border,” the BJP
president said.

He dismissed the significance
of the Hurriyat Conference lead-
ers’ visit to PoK and Pakistan.
“The BJP will never accept the
Hurriyat as the only true repre-
sentative of Jammu and Kashmir.
There are Hindus in Jammu, Bud-
dhists in Ladakh and Kashmiri
Pandits who have been forced out
of the Valley too. One cannot ig-
nore them,” he said.

Yet, he added: “During our rule,
Hurriyat leaders had wanted to
meet us. We met them with a clear
perspective, due to which Hurriyat
leaders admired our approach. We
are not against talks, but we can-
not compromise on terrorism.”

Advani strove to strike an emo-

VA B IV LI

Hardliner speaks

ON “AKISTAN: It is still backing
terrorism in India

- 2RIYAT: Can't accept
conglomerate as only voice for
J&K. There are Hindus, Pandits
and Buddhists too

Lo EREEIS Y. BIP not against
talks but cannot compromise
on terrorism

tional chord with BJP activists,
highlighting the historic contri-
butions by some of them and de-
scribing these as an inspiration
for generations to come.

“The sacrifice of S.P. Mookerjee
is among these contributionss. But
while remembering Mookerjee,
we should not forget people like
Bihari Lal, who had married just
eight days earlier but who laid
down his life along with Mooker-
jee,” he said. Ratno Devi, widow of
Bihari Lal, was honoured on the
occasion with the BJP announcing
Rs 1 lakh as relief.

BJP leaders passed a resolu-
tion demanding the resignation
of Punjab chief minister
Amarinder Singh, who had been
photographed addressing a gath-
ering at a Canadian gurdwara un-
der a banner reading ‘Khalistan
zindabad’. The resolution also
warned the Centre against with-
drawing the army from Jammu
and Kashmir.
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"VHP praises TIndira

i to spite Advani”|
‘She Divided Pak And Never Changed Her Stand’

New Delhi: Fully endors-
ing RSS chief K S Sudar-
shan’s laudatory reference
to late prime minister Indi-
ra Gandhi, the VHP on
Monday sought to take a
dig at BJP president L. K
Advani, saying, “She divid-
ed Pakistan and never used
to change her stand like
some big leaders”.

The sangh parivar outfit
also termed as an “after-
thought” Advani’s clarifi-
cation on Friday that his
controversial comments in
Karachi on Mohammad
Ali Jinnah was to remind
the people of Pakistan of
their founder’s views.

“He (Sudarshan) had
only praised her courage.
She divided Pakistan into
two. She was the only man
in her cabinet. She acted
like a he-man,” the sangh
parivar outfit’s senior vice-
president Acharya Giriraj
Kishore said here. “Unlike
the big leaders who change
their views, she was con-
sistent about her stand and
never used to waver from
it,” the octogenarian
leader said, when asked
about Sudarshan’s views.

Addressing the Sangh
Shiksha Varg in Lucknow,
the RSS chief had on Sun-
day praised Indira Gandhi
for her courage and deter-
mination and her role in
the creation of Bangladesh
out of Pakistan.

Sudarshan didn’t
praise Indira: RSS

New Delhi: Caught on
the wrong foot over its
chief K S Sudarshan’s
praise for late prime
minister Indira Gand-
hi, the RSS on Monday
sought to clarify his
remarks, saying he
had not lauded her
leadership but only re-
i ferred to a “glimpse”
i of courage shown dur-
ing the Bangladesh
war.

“There was neither
praise nor condemna-
tion. It is wrong to in-
terpret that he compli-
mented Indira’s lead-
ership,” RSS spokes
man Ram Madhav
said. em

The sangh parivar lead-
ers’ sudden fondness for In-

THE iimi OF INDIA

dira Gandhi’s role in divid-
ing Pakistan assumes sig-
nificance as Advani during
his visit had described the
emergence of Pakistan as a
sovereign country as an
“unalterable reality” of
history However, BJP
spokesman Prakash
Javadekar declined to join
issues with Sudarshan say-
ing he would not like to
comment on what the RSS
chief says.

Kishore, however, assert-
ed that the sangh parivar
was not “reviewing” its
stand on the Emergency
imposed by Gandhi, which
it had vehemently opposed.
He, nevertheless, said she
imposed Emergency
“against all protests and
odds”.

Asked why the RSS chief
rated Indira Gandhi as the
best prime minister and
not its own ‘swayamsewak’
A B Vajpayee, he said,
“There was only one PM
who divided Pakistan.
Only another PM who
eliminates Pakistan can be
greater than her.”

On Advani’s statement
clarifying the context of
his remarks on Jinnah, he
said, “It was an after-

~thought as he had said it

was a well-considered re-
mark and there should be a
debate on it. But having
seen the backlash, he is re-
tracting” ,

/

~
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Indira praise was :c@mogwra@i RSS

But, VHP equates
her with He-man

PRESS Trust of india
New Delhi, Jun 20

THE RSS on Monday sought to
downplay chief K.S. Sudershan’s
praise of Indira Gandhi, while
the VHP went on to eguate her
with He-Man.

The RSS said Sudershan had
not complimented Indira’s leader-
ship, only referred to a “glimpse”
of courage she showed during the
Bangladesh war. “There was nei-
ther praise nor condemnation in
his speech. It would be wrong to
interpret that Sudershan has

Sudershan’s views. Kishore, how-
ever, asserted that the Sangh Pari-
var was not “reviewing” its stand
on the Emergency, which it had
vehemently opposed.

Asked why.the RSS chief rated
Indira Gandhi as the best Prime
Minister and not its own
‘Swayamsewak’ Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, he said, “there was only
one Prime Minister who divided
Pakistan. Only a Prime Minister
who eliminates Pakistan can be
greater than her”.

To a question about Advani’s
recent statement clarifying the

complimented Indi- context of his re-
ra Gandhi’s leader- %ﬂ There was neither marks on Jinnah,
ship”, RSS spokes- raise nor he said, “it was an
man Ram Madhav p . afterthought as he
said. He said the condemnation in had consistently

RSS chief was re-
ferring to the lack
of strong and deter-
mined leadership
in Independent In-
dia in his Lucknow
speech on Sunday
and in this context
mentioned that In-
dira gave a

Sudershan’s speech.
He only referred to a
‘glimpse’ of courage
Indira showed during
the Bangladesh war §

Ram Madhav *

maintained it was
a well-considered
remark and there
should be a debate
on it. But having
seen the backlash,
he is retracting”.
On BJP general
secretary Pramod
Mahajan’s state-

RSS spokesman

“glimpse” of coura-

ge and determination during the
Bangladesh war. “But he later we-
nt on to say that she subsequently
tread the wrong path by imposing
Emergency”, he said.

‘She stood by her views’

Fully endorsing Sudershan’s lau-
datory reference to the late PM,
the VHP sought to take a dig at
BJP president L. K. Advani by say-
ing, “she divided Pakistan and
never used to change her stand
like some big leaders”.

“He (Sudershan) merely prais-
ed her courage. She divided Pak-
istan into two. She was the only
man in her cabinet. She acted like
aHe-Man”, the VHP’s senior vice-
president Acharya Giriraj
Kishore said. “Unlike the big lead-
ers who change their views, she
was consistent about her stand
and never used to waver from it”,
the octogenarian leader said of

ment that the RSS
and BJP shared a mother-son re-
lation and the mother should not
publicly scold her grown-up son,
he said, “if the son gets out of
hand, parents are forced to even
give advertisements disowning
them. It is a two-way street”.

The VHP leader also condemn-
ed the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s move to give five per cent
job reservation to Muslims and
said such “divisionary” moves
“sow the seeds of partition”.

The Congress lambasted Sud-
ershan for holding Jawaharlal
Nehru responsible for all ills fac-
ing the country while giving a
left-handed compliment to him
for hailing Indira. “Sudarshan
has sought to present a distorted
version of history. This is prepo-
sterous and condemnable,” Con-
gress spokesman Anand Sharma
said, driving home the point that
the Sangh had played no role in
the Independence movement.

Some Hindu religious leaders at a meet to protest BJP chief L.K. Advani’s statements on Jinnah, in Ahmedabad on Monday.

Indirect dig at Vajpayee,

PANKAJ Vohra
New Delhi, June 20

BY PRAISING Indira Gandhi,
RSS sarsangchalak K.S. Sudar-
shan was indirectly hitting out
at senior BJP leaders A.B. Vaj-
payee and L. K. Advani.

Sudarshan has implied that
the RSS does not consider the
achievements of Vajpayee and
Advani — especially when it
comes to dealing with Pakistan
and handling India’s internal se-
curity — exemplary.

While handling Pakistan, only
Indira demonstrated that she
was a woman of firm determina-
tion, Sudarshan told RSS and
BJP volunteers at the conclud-
ing ceremony of the Sangh Shik-
sha Varg.

Sudarshan’s message wasn’t
so much for the country as it was
for Sangh and BJP cadres. He
was referring to how they should
view Vajpayee and Advani — or
anyone else within the Parivar

’

INSIGHT

who wishes to model himself on
Jawaharlal Nehru.

Sudarshan’s  criticism  of
Nehru is in line with the RSS
thinking that is contrary to the
established view that the coun-
try’s first PM was a man who laid
the foundations of our democra-
cy. By attacking Nehru, Sudar-
shan may have subtly attacked
Vajpayee who had modeled him-
self in the Nehruvian mould —
as well as Advani, who is now fol-
lowing Vajpayee.

While eyebrows have been
raised in political circles over the
praise for Indira just before the
30th anniversary of Emergency,
the timing of the RSS chief’s trib-
ute to the former PM has to be
viewed in context of Advani’s re-
cent praise of M.A. Jinnah.

He said Indira may h&ve done
many things in pursuit of her

own ambition, but she had sure-
ly taught Pakistan a lesson. Su-
darshan has spelt out the RSS’s
view on how a strong leadership
should be. It was also a message
to the UPA government that it
should not blindly endorse Vaj-
payee’s initiatives but deal with
Pakistan in a firm manner, the
way Indira had.

The RSS has never adored Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Nehru, but
Sudarshan’s present remarks
have to be strictly viewed in con-
text of the ongoing debate with-
in the Parivar over its commit-
ment to Hindutva.

Though the full text of the
RSS chief’s speech was not avail-
able, he has obviously criticised
the minority status accorded to
Indian Muslims. It has always
been the RSS view that Muslims
in India are not outsiders but
converts and therefore should
not be treated as minorities. The
remarks may result in a fresh
controversy.

Advani

Atal hest PM,
says Khurana

Jammu, June 20

SENIOR BJP leader Madan
Lal Khurana on Monday
described Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee as the No 1 PM India
ever had. “I don’t know in
what context Sudershan re-
ferred to Indira as the best
PM, but as far as I am conc-
erned Vajpayee remains
the overall best PM.”

“No doubt Vajpayee had
described Indira as Durga
when India defeated Pak-
istan. But that does not ma-
ke her the best PM. For that
matter, India had won Kar-
gil war under Vajpayee, he
said. HTC

BJP silence

OmIinous
for Advani

RATHIN Das
Ahmedabad, June 20

THE BJP leadership might pre-
tend that the ‘Jinnah’ chapter is
over with party president L.K.
Advani taking back his resigna-
tion, but in its very own state of
Gujarat the issue is snowballing
into a major embarrassment.

The state leadership’s silence
on the VHP launching a campa-
ign against Advani, especially to
mobilise voters against him, al-
most seems ominous.

VHP supporters in the city ha-
ve not only formed an informal
‘Voters Association’ to seek Ad-
vani’s resignation from the Gan-
dhinagar Lok Sabha seat, but
alsoroped in saints like Acharya
Dharmendra Maharaj and Sad-
hvi Ritambhara to address meet-
ings on the issue.

Advani, who has represented
Gandhinagar for the last several
terms, had actually lost from
three of the seven Assembly seg-
ments in the 2004 elections. And
now the state VHP has vowed to
work vigorously for Advani’s de-
feat next time. State BJP leaders
are unwilling to accept that the
party’s rank and file is a demor-
alised lot over the ‘Jinnah epi-
sode’. But, they also have no ex-
planation why there is no mur-
mur of protest against the VHP,
which is making a lot of noise
against Advani.

A BJP leader said the VHP has
its own agenda, but agreed the
party has problems countering
its ‘fraternal’ organisation’s ac-
tivities. He also agreed that the
recent developments have held
up the party’s revamp and the
Cabinet expansion. Advani had
in May nominated Vajubhai Vala
as the party’s new state president
following which he was to recon-
stitute the state party machinery
and chief minister Narendra
Modi was to expand his Cabipet

ous boards and corp




\.%«E:EES £pa0u

-1W B S8 PAqLIdSap aq joU pihoys
Aoy ‘9161 s3001 18U} pBY ‘BIp
-UJ Ul uioq 91aMm SWI[SN 9oUlS
wsny-Nue Sulaq se  pajuss
-oadalsTu, U9dq pEY SSY U3
1ey) ptes Ajpajiodei 9y ‘swI{snN
Jo 109fgns ay) uo Suryonol ng
‘Yeuulp [y peiueyoy Ispunoy
uelsIyed U0 SYIEWal Ul
S IURADY "IN JO 109{qns sanjisuas
oy wogy Keme 1day Apjualedde
ueysiepng "IN "Aunoo sy} ul

_, AdeIoowrap ysijqeiss padioy oym

drg sanJasqo ,,'a13eioowapun,, pue ..=m:3:o£

UBW 9y} SB NIYIN 99S SIapes]
dfd ) ‘puey I9Y1o 9y up
‘s)sa1ajul YsuLig 309301d
pnom  pue popunu-ysis
-uj,, sem 9y Se BIpU] 824 JO 19}
-STUIAl SWILIJ 351y Y} St NIYIN
pajuem ysiag oyl . o[qisuods
-21 NIYON PUY am ‘A1UNO0I S}
Jo swa[qoid a3 Jo s3001 8y} 0}
o8 am J1,, :ptes aaey 03 pajiodas
S1 ueysrepng "Iy ‘Aepung up
“MITA JEY) POMOPRYS
-13A0 “Iaje] sieaA unoj pasodur
sem oIy ‘Aouadisury ayy, TeM

<

1461 a3 1eye . edin(, se J1ay
PaqLIdsap pey siapesy 4rd Jotu
-9s  ySnoyie ‘Orjeroourspun,,
pue  UeliejLIoyIne,, sem [ypues
BITPUY J81) ST MIIA S 40 9L
‘AausBiowry Jo uotjewreroord
3y} Jo3jE A[PJBIPIWIWI PIISalle
alam tueApy M1 yuapisaad drg
pue ‘sededlep 1reylg eIy ‘191
-STUT]A QWL JOWIO] U} 3Ioym
wogy sropedued ur Aep Ixau oy}
A{{ea & £q pamoi]0] 3 p[nom STy ],
'g461 Ul 1ypuen eXpuf £q Louel
-1y jo uontsoduwlt a3 y.reui 02

A S

GZ aunyp uo (e ul gurgaaul o1
-qnd 1olew e pjoy o3 sueld s J0g
ay3 . pliodal 9y} jjo,, mo pajurod
Aoy) ‘ueysrepng I 10IpEIL}
-u0> A[uado o3 Suifjlm jJ0u dIoM
stopea] Aed ysnoyy uondao
-1od 8 JOTYD SSY Y3 Y3m ouny ut
a11nb jou ST ¢ 9U3 ‘I9AdMOT]
‘161 UT Uejst{ed Woaj ysop
-epdued N0 JAled furd{ey uj ool
Ia1] 10§ A[Te10adss ‘Typues vIpuy
paliuipe SSH oY1 jeyy poaysyy
-([e1S3 [[oMm ST }] "Aepuns uo mou
-Yony ut SIEA BYSYIYS ysues syl

s,

Jo Auowalad Fuipnjouod oy e
pres A[pajtodar ueysiepns 'Sy
JOIP SSH ‘UOHRUIWINIAD 1O
Ape[ ©, sem [pUeD) BIIPU] SIYm
‘Anunod 9y} Suoe] swajqoad oy}
e 1oy opqisuodsal sl nIysN
‘TYpue) BITpU] pure Nl
-U3N [epeyemep jo suondedrad
JUaIalJlp @Ay 0} Jeadde ‘o3el
-1y3e s} ‘Aured eyeuef eAneseyqd
Y] pue ygue§ feadssuIBAEmMSG
efijysey YL :H130  M3N

juapuodsaaion rerdadg ~

o

SeMm ays,, ‘SSy sAes ,,‘uoijeuluialap jo Apej vy,

A ﬁoﬁ% drg ‘ypues m.:_u—: sostead

Lon

JIYI §S5H



ot ARSTFIE ST R I @ g |

SRR T, Tl o |
@5&?’1,@@%

7 eferavm: Ty, v gr— svaife fm-wts
SRR | Ot ceE: I B & (o B e orer fEmt oG | @ s
AN R (& P2 el S SIS 3 AR (o | @R o™
o132 ST (AT 910G T | e R, (oNfRIBIER, 0w, "oty A &)
FANAR) Ao WAl R-afe waz AR g N gaEe | s (U0
e <R RATREE, B oI | O SR Fig off 703 1| 3 ol e |
I S S Q2w SR W SR (5B A | TSR G IR AR
TEHIA I (TG (BB A, AR T N G, GOR vy fol
TN IS Haet SR fios rfeem | g 24t St sifew (sitz
RISITR 20t | AERNSE UTE At By IR -2 e |
et e SRR | Al e Bid TR e Srmer A’
TR W (AR eofd g T | @i 3 S =i e, [ o &
T RIGTH, T3 SIA R | 2R (X TR 1) SRR, W 3[4 Hal-
T G AP ot Wk IRF o1 4 e [ @ i srenifen aew@w O
fRraifie! T SRR | G O Slesiol T9: TPen SN (0
o R e B fvin 3 B w1 gvem o ot Sy it e
ARNE (IR T GreAt 091 B T | S e R N8 AR ¢ Tow
=6t | O3 S T (STS (ST (AF TATE (FACS ARG Sl TS |

1L

ihE <.



- ‘Ino pajutod
9hkedleA 1w ,‘puan Suiqiny
-S1p st 03 Junod fe — urppnuyeres
poAs  1opes]  usapiyelniy
[NQZIH JO SIUSUWIANLIS dY) N[eW
uisey AQ apEUI SUOTE[AI Y}
‘euIeM[ng Ul SPelle snoIspInu
YL, “Aued pimy) ou 3q [[eys 2131
1BY) PUB pamaypsa 3q J[eys wIst
-I0119] 1Bl — JUSWIILIS 00T ‘9
Arenuef 3y U1 i1 AQ Speur siusur
-JIUIIOD 31} Woly peqewes] Aq
SPPUI SUOTIBIAIP U} PUE SaNLIOY}
-ne uerpuj oyl Aq ueisryed 01 31sia
,S1aped)1eAuany ayi jo Suipury
~SIUI Y] ‘SLIIUIYSEY] Y1 JO DI0A
310s a1 a1am A9y Jt se 1eadde
JrSunyew ‘s1opesf 1eAuIng 2yl 01
uaA18 aduaurold sy — swurod
32ITJ) PAUTIAPUT ISISTUA WL
31 0119127 STy I ‘234 edleA TN

"UMSaed JO 1By} [ilm SnIels
m:ﬁﬁmx jo uostredurod sy pue

“SY[[e) ILNUAD-ITu

[eI21E[LI) dpPUI 2q PNOYS SyIEl
ead ay) 1R} UOIMASSE sLNS
-y PN PIYSIngy I93srurur
uBia10] uEIsT{Rg Uo tonisod sir Ay
-IeP 03 211UI)) dU} PIYse OS[e pue
‘A10311121 paIndsIp e S JuIysey]
paydaooe  juswraaod  yduig
UBYOWIIEI 91} I9YIAUM DPaIdp
-uom uewssayods drg dyL
‘syuatudopaAap SuiSewep A1oa
[1e 218 ‘AI01LLIN paIndsIp e Se T
-ysey p[oy-uerpuy pa1dadoe epuy
‘surodssed prjea 1noyim uelsrsed
01[9AEBX] 01 SI3PEI[ 35aY) Suimore
AQq1eY) JeLIPYSNIA] ZoA1D] JO JULU
-91e3s Juanbasqns ay) pue uesst
-ed ut ayods s1aped] jeAuinyg
AU} IPIYA Ul ISUUEW PUB 3UO01
ayL, ‘Burppe ‘pavse BYUIS I
¢ s1odssed prjea Inoyns Sjod
3} WO UBISTRJ 0 IJA0 PISSOLd
ALY )  uayasy 1sat0xd

sappia %upﬁ.w@f ;maﬁ

DISIUIW  UONBULIOJUT  S,UEIS]
-yed Aq uru Sureq dured isuoa
-191 3y} INOQE NI[B UIsex 13ped|
jeAlunyg Aq spewr saInsopsip
Supaels ayl Inoqe ueisnied Yim

FDVNDNY1
NDIS

paisalodd elpu] JO JUSWILIAACT
ay seq, ‘siuawdopaap ,Suiqiny
-SIp,, 2531 01 IPIS ULIPU] Y WIOT]
asuodsar Aue jo o[ Syl 1940
Aewstp siy passardxa Iaisturd

SIiejje [BUIJIXD JAULIO} YL
“13119] 341 Jo sa1dod Sunseajar
IIYM TP MIN U1 suostadsmou
POl eyuIS Juemysex IIisturul
uolun 12Wio] pue uewsMods
drg ,‘smou papnpuod 3uldq st 11
oIy urIsuuew ayy je Addeyun
a1e ap ‘1amod ur sem VAN Ul
uaym aakedfeA 1 Aq Jjo papry
sem ssavoxd aoead oy, ‘noOUI)
-je Aepsiny ], uo Jrg ayi Aq pajey

-NDID 219M 131191 2111 Jo satdoD
“Buofe je passisal eipu]
UT STUDUIULIDAOS JAISSIIONS YOIYM
Sumylawos — ,SIuLd-Iuysey],
2w0daq 01 suonenofau ay Jul
-mofre Aq owida1 jerteysniy oy}
Aq prejdex) oy our urjre; surede
Juauradaod yiurg ueyowrueiy
Ayl pauonned 3y ‘sHurad} SIY
01 1u24 ura1d ySurg ueyouruey
ISISTUTIA] SWILLY 0 I911J] B JIlim
1 01 PAUILNISUOD J[3] ‘PIDUSUTLIOD

SLIIUNOD 0M] 9] UIIM1G $aN JO
uoneseuiou jo ssadoxd sy drys
-pIEMals 350U Iapun ‘93Aed(ep
I ‘ssavoxd aoead oy wn spuan
snorduep asay) Aq paulrery
‘uesyed ut paaoxdun pey s3urys
1ey] auy S, JuBAPY "1 andeafiod
Aued st i 2a18e jou prp ay
16y} 1e2P 11 SpeU IISIUTIA SWLId
Iouuoy oyl ‘ssadoxd oy uy
"peqeures] woy Suneueurd
sreudis Suigmistp oy Sumysy
-ydiy Aq ‘AepsinyJ, uo s1say1 ,1ap
-10G-31]1-sS01De-3Ulj-ses-Suryl
-A1343, s,ySumig uegowruey 191
-STUTIAl QWL Pa12)Unod 3dAed(ep
ueylg [e1y ,‘usayel sey ueispjed
m ssadoxd soead a1 1ey
winj SuqInisp ayl,, I2A0
wy0uod Sy HNISSHAIX

3INATC 91 1H13G MaN
nealng |eanijod InQ

seY],Jo N d suiemalo) aaked(ep




R P

9.7

Uogld— (ohmiwbhdl i BWIG Wk GUANeD bl WR) Bl Tkl BB kdle e | 8 s wg 13Rg BE 1@k la)blb] BE3G lklbl
B2 18 Ue &f Q) L2k 2D B 2plbalie ‘el Bl DEGEANS  lbidbh $I0b] bIbAlla 1) Zkik  GROD Lo ke BRIRK SRR 2E QD Pl [Ochbld Bl
Wsb] BUkblle 2k G bl lelbl  Bllekk  Eek e ki blills bBE B 220 Bbleale $lleak GG SR 5l 5ESIG kifltie SoJlalS Blo

| b0 [0b] (0]018) bebie Biblle [l ple Blodn 228 Blplbale oliely lelllle, 7% b U] ‘s bl “elodb Bdde kBl B3 b $I0b)-ltia)
| 1Bk e @) o2k R BJG 1b2od il bl Bhlkblle  GYieall ble 4 lind BE [plbAlle,,  bMdbblle TSIMI  Zk-lokbl Ile2 2a2E Bl oy

B I Sild) Bledh ROSL] BhROI  1RAUL) bok Ok Blpbe (@ Bledn B2 Ueb RUSE blkblle 250k bleble [Rlk oD BIS BRBAY,  MkG Red] ‘lsdalledd Hlodlic 800X
Il &F lbicpblie b6 ukblle  IQlgl obl-ita], Eke HO BRMUGS) Bls kO Dhib 11620 Il $ID lls Bjo Bl ey Ubdln 35 Blady i)
Bl b 1201016} BIG) ladille  belodb G0k (0GY) BIGQ BRI, $O| BiGc bRk} 1N 5 e ld BIEIb- A0 Sddle MEbe  WikbBllsble  ‘ldodioh  |sledilslin
Bglale Blkolle bdlle ek $)-lojdabay WEBb) FUe BO Q) LB Ible Sl ‘Mlelajlle  Able B bOlslGle lolodb) & fdldl  lls Modallet
lblbalis ) 29 bisle Slb) blsd | ANEIED) bEIG bld) ke ke loE R lplballe 534k Tete gl bl @IbLe S2) U 1@ k%l @blb beh] b b Dl
e bt [P0 Bdlalie Bhdlb  HElolk BEbllogie ki 010 (2 [ ANG— 1@ 1@l el Blieb |k 8ldE B TSI lebllel) BRI
I [eElb) 1BII1G Ab Mlelle BIO 4B > BEURS B-ls]d2BAY] ‘bl e _ {sig] ‘b0 Billls S (pibadis  |izllells Sigile Bl Bk ot kO
Zlaliiols balls itoi 9% 1050 Tk Biok 1Z0BIS LelliedE HelodBB7e e Splbalie 1l k2 urjlle (et0Q SBR keddls
BO Bla 1bAUsq Fldle bhGOk  2IldzbR)  kide  lpibale Ple BBkl ik Bl Blitlonle)  Syblsdie [slsllals |l BBk I
idle Blplbalin ‘loallill] 1% Ble  fhdlble DA Bl Heleloob] Dk BAGIGK B 16 B0% 6N k) Biadl) ‘bledalledh il
Zhitle Blbe BlEGR bRy |loa) 1222 GOlob L ke BidBe P RIBE (@ fkb] Blelbaln 1) b, ‘Mlodlob (1] klodk] aika
ooz | DI Blabile jde  bljplbalin 2I6 1B Bl B Easlie Bhiklle bidkblle Fhld  EeIR) lGJchbia blle QRE)
W floblo, plbailie, o ‘Yo BIBLe S bofeble diele iodiel eIkl |itia)
telEblo e BY kel [815] ‘lg Hslbalie sedlolls a2iadf
122z o Zab MaAlIe) biple kil 22IRT 10l GO{eIReM]
R TOVI R SI-VER TS TENEES STENE A 5T VIV TTHT S IO R U ¥
el Bl Bl bladle ol el 2 ¢

Y le}aERy Btk Blenf & bie lolbike Sllede, ‘bl 55 ko
12 o edilonliele BUEAlIGIOT HheDQ fudiadle} BIDSRISE Bhkblls
BAUR  ‘loBlEie  BIOY  RIRE |l kb Bl Mk Sikdllicle
B) EbE lelodb]l Gl 1h®2 bkl 160 B8, Bledb bl
Blplballe ‘fagie 1bI2 QWE BiBslle] llsiale ke b-leemay

BURNY o &7 i)

lolballe Alele lelisia] B ol fb|bsied

'\h-;,{?

A
NADAB’@@AR I

16 JUN 2005



BJP Tells Qutfit To
Keep Off, Pejawar
Mutt Chief Mediates

Hardwar: In a snub to VHP, BJP president L
K Advani refused to apologise for his con-
troversial statements in Pakistan, prompt-
ing the Sangh Parivar outfits to demand that
he quit politics.

“I have already said what I had to say,” the
BJP chief is understood to have told Pejawar
mutt Swami Vishvesh Teerth when the lat-
ter telephoned him on Tuesday during the
meeting of VHP’s Kendriya Maargdarshak
Mandal (Central Advisory Board) here,
sources said.

The Swami conveyed VHP’s concern over
a statement on Babri Masjid demolition, Ak-
hand Bharat and Pakistan founder Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah. Teerth, along with Swami
Paramanand Saraswati, general secretary of
the influential Akhara Parishad and a size-
able section of Hindu religious leaders gath-
ered here had expressed reservation over
the meeting adopting resolutions against
Advani.

These religious leaders maintained that
Advani made yeoman’s contribution to the
cause of ‘Hindutva’ with his ‘Ram Rath Ya-
tra’ and that he should be given another op-
portunity. They also felt that religious lead-
ers should not get involved in castigating
any individual leader.

Though RSS has chosen not to comment
on the resolution against Advani, VHP lead-
ers claimed it had the backing of the Sangh

. ao
A f?j705 f“.“; i\mh:

and it was adopted after being read out to a
senior RSS leader.

VHP general secretary Pravin Togadia
said “I believe we have spoken to whomsoev-
er we felt was necessary.” Asked about the
RSS’s public stand that the controversy over
Advani’s remarks was a closed chapter, he
said “For us it is not. VHP is bound by what-
ever the religious leaders decide.”

In an attempt to avoid a direct confronta-
tion with Advani, the Pejawar mutt chief
had telephoned the former from the meeting
venue itself, the sources said.

Later VHP sources attributed the Pejawar
Swami’s pro-Advani stand to his disciple
and BJP leader Uma Bharti, who has of late
been trying to build bridges with the party
president.

The BJP on Wednesday rejected the VHP’s

VHP vice-president Giriraj Kishore (right) addressing the media in Hardwar on Wednesday

demand that L K Advani should quit politics
and asked the Sangh Parivar outfit to “mind
its own business. The BJP decides who
should be its President and the VHP need
not take any pains in this regard. We are a
democratic and nationalist political party.
We are capable of conducting our affairs,”
BJP vice-president M Venkaiah Naidu told
reporters here.

Naidu said Advani’s contribution to the
cause of Hinduism and nationalism was un-
paralled and he represented the best values
in public life. BJP had benefited immensely
from his leadership, he said. “Advani was
the man who set an agenda for a debate on
the true meaning of secularism by tearing
apart pseudo secular policies practiced
by the parties with an eye on vote bank,”
he said. pn
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The BJP-RSS arranger
party draws its strgngt}

¢ \
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AST WEEK, during his Paldsta\n%

tra, L.K. Advani committed the car-

dinal political sin of forgetting who

he was, where he came from, and
which constituency his party represented. A
comment doing the rounds at the Bharatiya
Janata Party headquarters in New Delhi is
that he forgot he was elected from Gand-
hinagar, not from Karachi, that he was presi-
dent of the BJP, not the Muslim League.

It underlines the fact that Mr. Advani not
only misjudged the effect of his laudatory
Jinnah pronouncements on his constituents
in Gujarat, where the Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad has threatened not to allow him to
enter his Lok Sabha constituency, but also
the fallout on his ideological parivar, headed
by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

A political party draws its strength from
the people it represents, from the constitu-
ency that votes for it and sends its candi-
dates to the Lok Sabha or the State
Assemblies. And it is to the people that it
should be answerable. The problem with the
BJP-RSS arrangement ig that it ignores this
basic democratic principle. The people elect
the BJP and its candidates, but the BJP
draws its “inspiration” and even its electoral
strength from the RSS, a non-elected body.
Every RSS member takes an oath of alle-
giance and loyalty to the bhagwa dhwaj (saf-
fron flag symbolic of the RSS ‘gurw’), and this
is renewed each year when swayamsevaks
offer guru dakshina. The word of the RSS
chief, the Sarsanghchalak, is final.

It is not a coincidence that over the six
years the BJP was in office — and this has
continued even after it lost the last Lok Sab-
ha election — the most strident criticism has
come from the RSS and its affiliates, During
the stand-off with the Vajpayee Government
on the shila pujan programme organised in
Ayodhya, VHP leaders told Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani to their faces that had it not
been for the Parishad’s support, the Ram-
janmabhoomi “movement” would not have
taken off and they would not be in office.

Persistent grouse

This is also the grouse of the RSS leaders.
In power, on one excuse or the other, the
BJP was disloyal to Hindutva ideology; its
leaders paid less than the respect RSS lead-
ers thought was due to them; yet whenever
elections neared they organised coordina-
tion meetings with the Sangh Parivar to en-
sure the party got the full benefit of
canvassing by RSS volunteers. Much of the
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TO MAKE A POINT: President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam arr

A message in offing

on Tuesday, as Prime Minister Manmohan Singh loc

Swamy
ondemns blast

Ppecial Correspondent

HENNAI: Janata Party president
I\;ubramanian Swamy on Tues-
lay condemned the Pulwama
Bast and urged the Centre to
end Air Force planes to “bomb
lehe 17 known camps in Pakistan-
ﬁ_»ccupied Kashmir and inside

tu‘ akistan itself.”
cl: In a statement, he said cross-
wgorder retaliatory action was
i czermitted under the United Na-
deOns resolutions on terrorism.
tegDt ANy case, till this matter is
Gassolved, no further peace initia-
ve with Pakistan should be un-

ertaken. India cannot pursue

THE HING

Bandh |

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: A bandh called by the
hard-line faction of the Hurriyat
Conference and Al Umar Muja-
hideen on Tuesday against the
blast in Pulwama disrupted nor-
mal life in Srinagar and other
major towns of the Kashmir val-
ley. At several places people took
to the streets and demanded a
high-level probe into the inci-
dent.

Shops, business establish-
ments, banks and educational
institutions remained closed
while the attendance in govern-
ment offices was thin as public
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VHP tells Advam
to quit pOllth& 6\)

Agencies *) l\
Hardwar, lune 14 \/

THE VHP on Tuesday den&m-
ded that BJP president I\K
Advani quit active politics.
The VHP leaders said Advani
had betrayed the Hindu com-
munity by calling Mohammed
Ali Jinnah ‘secular’. Top VHP
leaders, who have gathered at
Haridwar, passed this resolu-
tion on Tuesday.

“The Kendriya Marg Darsh-
an Mandal has warned the de-
ceptive, opportunistic leaders
for their behaviour. They shou-
1d ask for forgiveness from the
Hindu society,” said VHP lea-
der Acharya Dharmendra.

“To make amends for their
wrongdoings they should re-
tire from politics. And the in-
telligent but sidelined leaders
should revamp the party,”
Acharya Dharmendra said.

Earlier in the day differenc-
es had emerged within the or-
ganisation over its attack on
Advani. Members of VHP’s af
filiate organisation, the Sadhu
Parishad, said Advani should
not be the focus of the VHP
meeting. Differences also ap-
peared over the BJP chief’s fu-
ture. While some said Advani
should resign, others felt it
was the BJP’s internal busi-

1N pnnt

ness. “This i 1s an 1nterna1 mat-
ter of the BJP and we do not
want to meddle in their af-
fairs. There is no move to dis-
cuss Advani at this meet,”
said Swami Parmanand of the
Akhara Parishad.

Advani has been severely
criticised for calling the
founder of Pakistan, Moham-
med Ali Jinnah a secular
leader during his recent visit
to Pakistan.

|
|

J

L Bt L



|

lheblz lolq B8O tugls] Bl5e bk
boel@l ‘el spIle Soals 1 EIEL)
BUBlE 2I0b) b ki wlbe] jo
tAlal) Lok blealab] 1) Kk BIOIB bl
BIaM) Bpbin |eaihg Sl Bl $lle
BOIRELS Lok, BUE 0% Ll bole)mb)
- Blazivlon, Blakl puls krkrble
1BJZ (b LolO. biedie Mlbdizlie tlislo e
Biclla 1M bolaitki] B WIS jielin ik

B2k 198 10 Wlslslz BBG SoLE Blan -
129 le}2200) QOBle bIBBIBIR 1 012 ¢ bl -|1ia). 1

EAERE] 1B B Dl 1015 allslldlls
HQEIE bUUG Sblaag 101 afs, EEIE
ok VB2MIS blll BlES Zlaer Qlliieb) la))e)
o} 1000} Ul | Llthebidl] RQBIS 15T o

leli22b) LotSde] Js |,

Yl 1alle) 11EIAE 1Afa Gileditlle BIs, Biip il plalle 5 fuia, isle Bizilerx

M) 1) 1BI¢ bilu dblel pls Bledlafis)
Wikliellolez  BA0)  abBIB (B gu)
et} Dhlerits dlledlells Blotelle o BiHU
& RIS LB abiie (e B0kl
ELUE LG 82 kb Q] Blesk
Q@ 2k bledld Rllindy Balblielfoked Rl
Mt o Bl S BIZLL B le abijie bl
Biplk Billeble I8 Bl wbliwalk

Inlislinlle Bib®  bRdiln oIk
|2 BBBIQ bl blkla\1z Bl

BUlo: lisfleldfh 92(5) Bishd (Blauts) QEp(s

IoVIES (V7N Bl 1519 SbipioE Bislw)

Hel@Ib] BIBY0 lais Loop” lde flallllell
5 bl 2UbRe F6 1zouss pElse
Sblinle 2600\ 9OV QG ) Bliok)
e 801D laja gledllis B0zl BB
adhie ol Bule) en ko] bob
Ebladlls 1221822 (Gl 16 | dmle) BIOW
(Glbloktalbl 2lals llsdidls K@sla L)
Bllekft Blodh klnkedke b-lojimb] 22892
B leQliotllele @l BDhibikilelez  fein
Bl ol BIBID] 0)a01 helle )88
SEES | (k6] 122 b Lemjahi m&ﬁ
C Y,

e} 82 824 bl B (i) jnls letid

shee & Wﬁm e W&am

e 2% (B kisite 26240 .

20Y9E barle blle blplbalie, &) 2 124
EliEls) 2lob 26 Bl suiepii i
Bld biedblle ¢IBblls kUGS i)
S0k IR LU 5-Blel@z bk Bkl
Bk 4| (ele ‘BRGK Bl ey
LB L LORI-isi0] {5O) loa2b] EIL)
ERIG) QIbd i) (o mEIe Gy
R BRREA Blodh Lonje) [5l52 Bl
&5 ikl X< Bl ‘Blalladb] Rlg

/v O " b
lel-blls 824 lo|lejle BRI\

. At
ANADABALAR F

o JUN VAT



j MONDAY, JUNE 13, ZOS}E/ \/
4 Itis war S(@.\‘0
** in the Parivar

he Bharatiya Janata Party’s biggest ideological cri-

sis to date has come to a troubled, tortured end. On

paper, everyone is happy — Lal Krishna Advani,

who returned as party chief; the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, which had its way on Mohammad Ali
Jinnah; and the BJP’s second rung, which hammered out a
resolution acceptable to the parivar and its once illustrious
son. That the truce is tenuous is betrayed by the wording of
the resolution: even as it lavished praise on Mr. Advani’s
Pakistan trip, it negated the spirit of that mission by heaping
scorn on Mohammad Ali Jinnah. On his tour, the BJP chief
referred twice to Jinnah, and both times in the limited
context of a speech the Quaid-e-Azam made to Pakistan’s
Constituent Assembly setting forth his vision of the ideal
state — one which guaranteed equality and freedom of faith
to all its citizens. No sober and rational person could quarrel
with this “classic exposition of a secular, non-theocratic
State,” and Mr. Advani said as much, quoting none other
than Swami Ranganathananda, head of the Ramakrishna
Math. However, in the eyes of the parivar this was blasphe-
mous. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad asked Mr. Advani to
return to Pakistan while the RSS wanted him brought to heel
for daring to step out of line.

Consider the extraordinary lengths to which the resolu-
tion went to denounce Jinnah: “the BJP reiterates that
whatever may have been Jinnah’s vision of Pakistan, the
State he founded is theocratic and non-secular. The very
idea of Hindus and Muslims being two nations is repugnant
to it.” Further, “there can be no revisiting the reality that
Jinnah led a communal agitation to achieve his goal of
Pakistan, which devoured thousands of innocent people in
its wake and dispossessed millions of their homes and live-
lihoods.” Mr. Advani climbed down from his position that he
would not withdraw his resignation unless the Jinnah issue
was debated by the BJP. So where does the BJP chief go from
here? Did he make a tactical retreat so as to resume whatev-
er he wishes to do another day? Only time can say who got
the better of whom in a conflict so fierce that it brought the
party to the brink. The soap opera abounds in irony. It was
accepted wisdom that any battle within the BJP will be led
by “moderate” Atal Bihari Vajpayee. In the event, the chal-
lenge came from a confirmed “hawk,” who was thought to be
inseparably linked to the parivar and its divisive ideology.
The younger generation of leaders, many of whom were
handpicked and trained by Mr. Advani, deserted him in his
hour of need. Finally, what can be a greater paradox than the
parivar’s opposition to the two-nation theory? The first to
propound the notion of a separate Hindu nation was not
Jinnah but the parivar’s ideological guru and original pro-
ponent of Hindutva, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. He men-
tioned the concept in his 1923 essay “Hindutva.” He was to
expand on the theme again and again. Addressing the 1937
session of the Hindu Mahasabha in Ahmedabad, he said:
“India cannot be assumed today to be a Unitarian and
homogeneous nation, but on the contrary there are two
nations in the main: the Hindus and the Moslems in India.”
On August 15,1943, he clinched the issue : “T have no quarrel
with Mr. Jinnah’s two-nation theory. We Hindus are a na-
tion by ourselves and it is a historical fact that Hindus and
Muslims are two nations.” Will the parivar follow up with a
resolution extolling Savarkar’s two-nation doctrine?

)
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Neena Vyas

NEW DELHl: Bharatiya Janata
Party president L.K. Advani
said on Saturday he hoped the
lessons he had learnt in the past
fortnight would help him shoul-
der future responsibilities.

He was addressing the first
party meeting of office-bearers
and ‘morcha’ presidents after
withdrawing his resignation.
After the meeting, party spo-
kesperson Sushma Swaraj told
reporters that Mr. Advani re-
ferred to the “major develop-
ments” that had taken place in
the party. She quoted Mr. Ad-
vani as having said that “a man
always learns  something
throughout his life. From the
extraordinary and unexpected
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events of the last 15 days, first
the experience of the Pakistan
‘yatra’ and then on my return
here, I have learnt many lessons.
I hope this will help me to han-
dle future responsibilities.”

Party’s health

Mr. Advani addressed the par-
ty forum, which had on its agen-
da a discussion of programmes
tobe taken up during its ongoing
silver jubilee year and a review
of *political developments in
States going to polls next year.
Those in charge of the States
where polls are scheduled in
2006 presented brief reports on
the state of the party and its poll
prospects.

The Bihar Assembly elections
expected later this year could

[ have learnt manys,.,,
AL AL
lessons, says Advani,.

provide an opportunity to Mr.

Advani to put the embarrassing '

events of the last fortnight be-
hind him.

Mr. Advani himself referred to
the Bihar elections and the “dis-
tinct possibility” of the BJP
forming a government there,
along with its allies.

As a number of party workers
gathered to offer garlands to him,
Mr. Advani told them that the
time to celebrate was not now
when they should be working
hard. The time to celebrate and
offer garlands would come when
the party was able to win the Bi-
har elections.

Photograph: Page 8

'
{

|

|
!



" The Telegraph

SUNDAY 12 JUNE 2005 VOL. XXIIl NO. 336

ostcritics of MrL.K. Advani

believe that he will always

be the bridesmaid and never

be the bride. This assessment of him
seems to have been confirmed by the
mini-drama enacted by him and the
Bharatiya Janata Party over his resig-
nation and its eventual withdrawal.
When Mr Advani put in his papers on
Tuesday morning, he was poised to
enter the history books. He had just re-
turned from a historic visit to Pak-
istan where he had staked a claim to be
" the leading statesman of the BJP, ca-
pable of thinking be-

REFORMER TAMED ¥t

known within the party as belonging
to the Advani-lobby. This made it clear
that Mr Advani, in his project to re-
form the BJP -— notorious for its ha-
tred of Muslims and for its avowal of
Hindutva—had marched ahead of the
party. He has been pulled back. tHe
tried to make history, but history
claimed him first. His plight is akin to
what happened to Mr Jyoti Basuy, the
veteran leader of the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist), in 1996. Mr Basu
had then argued that the CPI(M)
should support a Congress-led govern-
ment at the Centre. His

yond the bigotry of the

party shot down his ar-

sangh parivar. When Mr Advani may guments. But Mr Basu
the latter hit back, have missed his had initiated a process
Mr Advani chose to exit . . . of re-thinking whose re-
as a leader who had Ewom n Emﬁoa\ this sults are evident now.

tried to refashion his 959 but he can Mr Advani may have
party, had failed, but draw comfort from missed history’s bus
had resigned with his the fact that he h: just as Mr Basu had
head held high and his € Iact that he has at missed the chance of
principles intact. The  least provokeda  being the prime minis-
withdrawal of the resig- debate in the BJP ter of India. But Mr Ad-

nation under pressure

vani can draw comfort

from the party conveys
the impression that Mr Advani is inca-
pable of standing up for what he be-
lieves in. That is a more polite way of
saying that he does not have it in him
to be a leader. But such a view of the
episode is too simplistic to capture the
broader significance of the whole
affair.

When Mr Advani praised Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah'’s secularism in Pak-
istan, he, as a lifelong sanghi, could
not have been unaware of the reac-
tions that would emanate from Nag-
pur. What caught him unawares was
the hostility to his statements that
came from within the BJP,. Some of his
critics were his own handpicked men,

from the fact that he at
least provoked a debate within the
BJP. Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, with his
almost compulsive equivocation,
never made debate possible. Mr Ad-
vani, on the other hand, by his dramat-
ic statements and gestures, has forced
the BJP to review its own image, to re-
think its own dependence on the
sangh parivar and, above all, to accept
that after Mr Vajpayee and Mr Advani,
ithasnoleaders. Mr Advani, knowing-
ly or unknowingly, has opened up a
dispute between the BJP’s past and the
BJP’s future. The immediate victim
appears to be Mr Advani himself, But
today’s fallen hero might well be to-
morrow’s unsung prophet.

o
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The purest treasure mortal times afford/ Is spotless reputation; that
away,/ Men are but gilded loam, or painted clay./ A jewel in a ten-times
barred-up chest/ Is a bold spirit in a loyal breast./ Mine honour is my

life. Both grow in one./ Take honour from me, and my life is done.
~— WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

\

In the end, Advani was cowardly in the face of Hisown courage

w .
potentially path-break-
ing ideological debate
has ended as a minor po-
litical drama. Advani
has withdrawn his res-

ignation; the BJP has passed a tor-

tured resolution to facilitate that
withdrawal. In the process, both come
out considerably diminished.

The BJP’s resolution that facilitat-
ed Advani’s withdrawal is a painfully
blinkered return to its own past. It ac-
knowledged that Advani’s visit to Pa-
kistan was significant but then went
on to describe its significance entire-
ly in Hindu nationalist terms. The
visit now becomes significant be-
cause Advani participated in the
restoration of ancient temples, reiter-
ated India’s tough stand on terrorism
and lectured the Pakistanis on how
they had failed to live up to Jinnah’s
vision for Pakistan. If this is what
made Advani’s visit significant, then
we are in troubled waters indeed. The
visit was supposed to be about the
India-Pakistan peace process. But the
BJP’s resolution turns even the peace
process into a matter of proprietor-
ship. Its main aim is to give credit to
the NDA for furthering the process. It
forgets the larger ambition with
which Advani went to Pakistan, and
the larger context of the peace
process.

Ultimately, the peace process can
move forward only if the leaders of
India and Pakistan can talk to and
convince the public in each other’s
countries. India’s dilemma has been
that its own principles have made it
difficult for it to grant Pakistan any
more than grudging ideological legit-
imacy. Certainly, praising Jinnah on
any matter was taboo and we were ob-
liged to reiterate denials of the two-
nation theory. But if we somuch asre-
fuse to acknowledge Jinnah and con-
stantly remind Pakistanis that we do
stand opposed to every ideological
current that led to their founding,
we put ourselves in a politically
vulnerable position. This is grist for
the mill of those in Pakistan who

- argue that India cannot be trusted be-

cause it cannot adapt to the reality of
Pakistan.

enjal of the two-nation theory
U is important as a normative

exercise. It is a way of reiter-
ating our claim that multi-ethnic,
multi-religious democracy is a possi-
bility. But we need to articulate this
claim in a way that is compatible with

The author is president, Centre for
Poticy Research
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Slipped through the fingers

recognizing Pakistan as a legitimate
state. In that sense the pre-1947 debate
over the two-nation theory has be-
come irrelevant. The point of Ad-
vani’s statement in Pakistan was to
find a language for moving forward.
This language takes the emphasis
away from debates over nationalism
to a debate over shared constitutional
values. The exhortation to Jinnah'’s
constitutional aspirations was a way
of saying: we might disagree over
conceptions of nationhood, but there
are some constitutional values we
could nevertheless share. Can we use
that as a basis for moving forward?

Besides, the denials of the two-na-
tion theory can also be fraught with
unsavoury implications. It could
mean the kind of enforced unity that
Savarkar, its early exponent, was
after. It could also be made compati-
ble, as the BJP has done, with a thor-
oughly assimilationist and hegemon-
ic project that denies the two- nation
theory only because it wants to assert
the claim of one particular concep-
tion of nationhood.

While the link is understandable,
it would be a mistake tolink the fate of
Indian secularism to denials of the

two-nation theory. We need to tran-
scend the categories about national-
ism that were bequeathed to us by the
nationalist movement or we will con-
tinue to fall into the same traps and
divisions that hobble both India and
Pakistan. The appeal to constitution-
al values rather than conceptions of
nationalism was the right place to
start.

But the BJP has once again negat-
ed that fleeting attempt that Advani
made. In doing so, it has made it clear
that it is still a party of the past, not
the future, still unable to think out-
side a traditional RSS framework and
organizationally completely behold-
en to it. The BJP has secured a short-
term truce, but at the price of post-
poning the inevitable day of reckon-
ing about its own identity.

It is, of course, impossible to tell
what motivated Advani to do what he
did. It should not always be assumed
that politicians’ own n&m&mﬁoﬁw and
motives are always corfipletely trans-
parent to them. Given the political
taboos that surround Jinnah in both
India and Pakistan, his deft use of
Jinnah’s August 11 speech, was an act
of courage. And the chorus of criti-

debate to small drama

(% v

cism that followed, from Togadia to
Ambika Soni, from Jyoti Basu to Sud-
arshan, certainly showed how hazar-
dous even small innovations are. Ad-
vani did want to be seen as a man of
peace for three reasons: to overcome
his own image as a hardliner on
Muslims, to exorcize the ghosts of
Agra where he was seen as a spoiler,
and to reclaim the peace process for
the NDA.

his evolution was in no way in-
compatible with Hindutva.

Characters like Togadia and
Modi may have a pathological, over
determined and irrational fear of
Pakistan and Muslims. For Advani
and Vajpayee, Hindutva has always
been about protecting Hindu inter-
ests. But the definition of these inter-
ests is historical: it is based on what
they perceive as the threats. So the ar-
ticulation of Hindutva in the early
Nineties when India is undergoing a
profound crisis, facing numerous in-
surgencies, subject to the Congress’s
compromises on secularism in Shah
Bano and Rushdie, will be very differ-
ent from a Hindutva when India is far
more confident about its role in the
world, insurgencies are more con-
tained, and the BJP has understood at
least some of the imperatives of gov-
ernance. This reinterpretation of the
anxieties that need to be addressed
can again change. So the fact that Ad-
vani could change is not surprising.
The world has changed.

But in the end, Advani was cow-
ardly in the face of his own courage.
A charitable interpretation of the
withdrawal of his resignation might
go something like this. For Advani,
the unity of the sangh parivar is of
paramount importance; he has given
to the parivar what was meant for the
nation. So it is not surprising that he
gave in. After all it is not easy to split
with the party that defined your iden-
tity so thoroughly. But the resolution
on the basis of which he has come
back shows how weak he is. There
will be no getting around the fact that
he will now be seen, both within the
BJP and outside, as the leader who
caved in to the RSS.

hose who were prepared to
\HJ admit that Advani had trans-

formed will feel betrayed; those
who thought he had the ability to lead
will now have to admit that he can
only follow; those who thought he was
genuine about becoming a statesman
will recognize him as nothing other
than a party hack. Advani has regain-
ed the presidentship of the party, but
he has lost his place in history. N
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New Advani

But it's the same old BIP! q Q’?@

efore attempting to understand, or analyse, the stormy

debate within the Sangh Parivar over Lal Krishna Adva-
ni's statements in Pakistan, it is essential to ask some ques-
tions. What possible political relevance could there be to
calling Mohammad Ali Jinnah secular nearly six decades
after the man’s departure from the scene? The existence of
Pakistan is not in question and the votaries of Akhand Bha-
rat will forgive us a chuckle, nor the fact that it is a theocratic
state. Advani’s description of Jinnah as secular will not
improve relations between India and Pakistan, nor hasten the
resolution of disputes. So what, we must ask ourselves, was
the point? Next, how does a 76-year-old man who has spent
more than five decades advocating aggressive Hindutva,
leading movements to pull down mosques and erect temples,
and who revels in being called a “Loh Purush”, experience as
radical a change of heart as Advani seems to have, and for no
discernible reason? Miracles do happen, but not within the
opportunistic arena of Indian politics.

For the past decade, the Sangh Parivar has sought to
straddle both sides of a political divide — the schism between
realpolitik and ideology. Earlier, Atal Behari Vajpayee was
projected as the soft face of Hindutva, Advani as the hawk.
One or other side of the proposition was shown to be domina-
ting the debate, depending on political convenience. The
Parivar managed this contradiction well enough to last a full
term in office. But with Vajpayee having all but hung up his
boots, Advani faced the risk of being seen as a hawk in a party
of hawks. While hawkish positions may please hardliners,
these are impractical and the Sangh Parivar realises — per-
haps better than anyone else — that the imperatives of Indian
politics are such that even national parties must see them-
selves as part of a coalition of political interests if they are to
aspire to power. Thus a dove had to be created within the
community of hawks. Advani, with his recent statements in
Pakistan, and the Sangh Parivar, with its declamatory exces-
ses, appear so far to be managing the image makeover quite
well. But if the new Advani is to be the old Vajpayee, who will
play the old Advani? Enter Murli Manohar Joshi, to lead the
battle for the Hindutva brigade. The BJP and the Parivar are
only doing what they managed so successfully over the past
decade, keeping their options open. And if Advani emerges
looking suddenly a nicer, more liberal man, what’s the harm
in it? He is, after all, Vajpayee’s successor, isn’t he?
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Advani withdraws his resignation

W b 9-p-P- «W\mﬁu HO -

BJP insists Jinnah led a communalgitation that Killed thousands; RSS rejects idea of debate

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: LK. Advani on Friday
withdrew his resignation as Bha-
ratiya Janata Party president
even as the party said it “contin-
ues to steadfastly reject the two-
nation theory” championed by
Pakistan founder Mohammad
Ali Jinnah. It said that “there can
be no re-visiting the reality that
Jinnah led a communal agitation
to achieve his goal of Pakistan,
which devoured thousands of in-
nocent people in its wake.”

The week-long crisis in the
BJP ended, but the party clearly
refused to endorse Mr. Advani’s
remarks made during his recent
visit to Pakistan that Jinnah was
secular.,

On Monday the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh said Mr.
Advani’s remarks were “totally
unacceptable” and ran contrary
to its ideological position. On
Friday, after the crisis ended,
RSS spokesperson Ram Madhav
said the Sangh rejected the idea
of a debate on Jinnah (as sug-
gested by Mr. Advani) and de-
manded a clarification from the
BJP, which was given on Friday.
“It was not even a question of an
RSS viewpoint but a question of
the historical facts [related to
Jinnah’s role in the Partition of
the country],” Mr. Madhav said.

Party leaders firm
All the BJP leaders stood to-

gether on the issue of “no devia-

“Hott frdrr- idéology” and went
aleng with the RSS position that
there could be no question of
re-evaluating Jinnah or his role
in the Partition.

The formal resolution of the
crisis took place at a meeting of
the BJP parliamentary board
and central office-bearers to
which Chief Ministers of BJP-
ruled States were also invited.
Everyone was present, including
the former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha Jaswant Singh, who flew in
from Israel.

Mr. Advani was party to the
one-page statement adopted at

TAKIRG STOEK: Juswens S

in New Delhi on Friday.

the meeting and has thus en-
dorsed the explanation of his
statements and agreed with the
assertion that Jinnah led a com-
munal agitation that killed thou-
sands of innocent people.

Party general secretary Pra-
mod Mahajan said that matters
had been sorted out by Thursday
evening when he took the “final
draft” of the one-page statement
to Mr. Vajpayee for approval.
The “draft” was approved by the
senior leader, Murli Manohar
Joshi, a couple of hours ahead of
Friday’s meeting. On Thursday,

P

s

RAJEEV BHATT

Dr. Joshi said there could be “no
dilution of ideclogy” on the Jin-
nah issue and there was no room
for ambiguity that Jinnah prac-
tised communal politics.

A concession to Mr. Advani
was the explanation by the party
that he had welcomed the Pakis-
tan Government's invitation to
him to lay the foundation for the
Katasraj temple “and in that
context” and “without describ-
ing Jinnah as secular” Mr. Ad-
vani had “reminded the people
of Pakistan” that Jinnah in his
address to Pakistan’s Constitu-

Jaswant Singh, A.B. ﬂ\&w@mw‘m:& LK. Advani at the BJP Parliamentary Board .ﬁmﬁi@,
- PHOTO:

ent Assembly “had urged full l
freedom of faith for all its citi-

zens and no discrimination be-

tween its citizens on grounds of

religion.”

The one-page statement also
praised Mr. Advani’s visit for
taking India-Pakistan relations
to a “new level” in “continua-
tion” of the initiative taken by
Mr. Vajpayee.

Compromise and the
compromised: Page 11
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- Hardliners delay pa

Statesman News Ser\nce LJ

NEW DELHI, June 9. — Caught in
a double bind over the conflict
between Mr LK Advani’s controver-
sial statements in Pakistan and the
RSS’ stiff opposition to them, the
BJP today failed to defuse the crisis
gripping the party since his resigna-
tion on Tuesday.

Grappling with the tough balanc-
ing act that could placate the senti-
Jments of both Mr Advani and the
Sangh, the BJP had to postpone the
meeting of its Parliamentary Board
and central office-bearers till 6 p.m.
tomorrow in order to buy another 24
hours.

The Advani loyalists worked over-
time to arrive at a compromisc for-
mula to break the deadlock but
could not tide over the Advani-RSS
face-off on the Jinnah issue, with the
RSS ruling out any compromise on
its “basic ideology™.

Despite maintaining in public that
it does not interfere in the BIP’s
leadership matters, the RSS is said
to be sticking to its position that Mr
Advani’s praise for Pakistan’s
founder has to be reviewed.

To make matters worse for the
BJP’s crisis managers, another
senior leader, Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi, a known Advani-baiter, said
Jinnah was not secular. Expressing
surprise at why Mr Advani made

ADVANI BAITERS: (Clockwise from top left)
Mr Joshi, Mr Sinha, Mr Gaur and Mr Marandi

that statement, he also stressed that
there could not be any compromise
over the party’s “basic ideology”.

The fissures in the BJP seem to be
growing wider. The senior party
leader, Mr Yashwant Sinha, had ear-
lier voiced views similar to Mr
Joshi’s.

Engaged in a series of meetings
since morning, senior BJP leaders
worked on a draft resolution to be
adopted by the Parliamentary Board
to accommodate Mr Advani’s posi-
tion. Mr Advani had expressed dis-
pleasure that the resolution passed

tch-up |

by tae Par]gmentary B ast
evening had not referred to his
Pakistan visit and the “contexts” of
his remarks on Jinnah.

B sources said the fresh draft
had sought to describe Mr Advani’s
visit to Pakistan as “historic” and his
inauguration of restoration work at
the Katasraj Temple as a “mile-
stone”. It was also believed to have
stated that Mr Advani’s remarks on
Jinnah had to be “seen in its totality
in the context of diplomatic relations
between the two countries.”

It had also sought to mention
Jinnah’s “other face™, particularly
his espousal of the two-nation theo-
1y, to drive home the point that the
BJP would never compromise on its
ideology.

Although the BJP leaders arc in
touch with the Sangh leadership, the
RSS is cxpected to maintain its
tough stancc on the issue.

Given the fact that neither Mr
Advani nor the RSS is showing any
signs of a climb-down from their
respective stands, the possibility of
Mr Advani’s withdrawal of his resig-
nation appears to be remote.

There is now a sharp division in
the BJP, with Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi, Mr Babu Lal Gaur and Mr
Babulal Marandi openly backing the
RSS line while distancing them-
selves from Mr Advani.

More reports on page 4

RSS takes ideology battle to Advani camp””

NEW DELHI, June 9. — The

RSS seems to have asked
“its men in the BJP” to fight
the battle on behalf of the
Sangh Parivar while opposing
“Mr Advani’s views".

At ledst this is what appears
from Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi’s direct attack on Mr
Advani’s statements in
Pakistan and similar
resentments expressed by Mr
Yashwant Sinha, Mr Babulal
Gaur and Mr Babu Lal
Marandi. In the throes of an

”"W

unprecedented leadership
crisis, a sharp divide in the
BJP is evident. The turf battle
invoives the leaders who
stand by the RSS’ diktat and
Advani loyalists. Although
only time will tell which of
these two camps would have
the last laugh, it is apparent
that the RSS has mobilised
its hardcore sympathisers in
the BJP to go on the
offensive to save its
“ideology”, which, the Sangh
feels, was severely

THE ST

undermined by Mr Advani’s
views on Jinnah and other
issues during his recent tour
of Pakistan. “There are a lot
many people in the party who
understand BSS ideology
and they would accordingly
influence any decision on the
issue,” said the RSS
spokesman, Mr Ram Madhay,
hinting at what ‘pro-RSS'
leaders in the BJP should do.
Not surprisingly, Mr Murli
Manohar Joshi, a known “blue-
eyed boy” of the Sangh, today

ATESM AN

openly came out to criticise Mr
Advani, saying Jinnah was not
secular and there should be
no dilution of the party's “basic
ideology”. Mr Joshi set the
stage for a stormy meeting of
the BJP Parliamentary Board
tomorrow evening.

There are anly a few leaders
like Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
and Mr Jaswant Singh who
have supported Mr Advani’s
views. Some others have
preferred to adopt a “wait-and-
watch” policy. — SNS
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IF THE BJP fails to strike a
balance between the Sangh
Parivar and its extended
family, including the NDA
allies, the much-discussed
third front might emerge
earlier than expected, caus-
ing seismic changes across
the country's political land-
scape.

Senior BJP leader Murli
Manohar Joshi's take on

. L.K. Advani's views on Jin-
nah is a full-throated reiter-
ation of the RSS's under-
standing of history he so
zealously promoted as Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's HRD Min-
ister. His emergence as the
party chief -- an ambition
he feels emboldened to pur-
sue now -- or that of any oth-
er RSS proxy, could bring
about the NDA's collapse
even before the next round
of Assembly elections.

The kind of defence Ad-
vani expected from his par-
ty colleagues on Jinnah's
secular pitch in his August
11, 1947 speech, has come, in
fact, from NDA fellow-trav-
ellers. Even TDP chief
Chandrababu Naidu who,
only the other day, attrib-
uted his post-Gujarat associ-
ation with the BJP to his de-
feat in Andhra, has come
out in Advani's support.

In this era of coalition
politics, these developments
drive home the relevance of
the image makeover Advani
sought for himself and the
BJP. The irony, however, is
that without the RSS-BJP
backing, he'd be of little use
for his allies.

If the RSS manages to
foist its own man as BJP
chief, whose views will he re-
flect in the House? His own

or those of his party? The
gross incongruity of such a
situation wasn't lost on Vaj-
payee when Advani, as the
RSS' chosen poster-boy,
launched the rath yatra for
the Ram temple some 15
years ago. The Sangh then
had wanted the former PM
to lead the party in Parlia-
ment while his junior col-
league toured the country.
But he refused, arguing that

PTI
A Sena activist burns an Advani poster in Mumbai on Thursday.

he cannot defend in the
House the political line with
which he disagreed.

From the standpoint of
the Congress, the develop-
ments do not also augur
well; its UPA allies such as
the RJD and the Lok Jan-
shakti already part of the
'secular Jinnah' chorus be-
sides the NDA's Nitish Ku-
mar, Sharad Yadav and
George Fernandes.

Third front likely it NDA breaks

CPMto BJP
leader’s
defence

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 9

THE CPI (M) on Thursday
said that BJP leader L. K.
Advani never directly re-
ferred to Jinnah as a secu-
larist, although he had to
resign following RSS pres-
sure over his remarks on
Pakistan’s founder.

Party mouthpiece Peo-
ple’s Democracy in its edito-
rial in the forthcoming issue
says “To be fair, Advani nev-
er directly referred to Jin-
nah as a secularist. He quot-
ed Jinnah’s speech of Au-
gust 11, 1947 to establish that
Pakistan should according-
ly be a secular state.”

A “charitable” interpre-
tation of this reference to
Jinnah’s speech is being at-
tributed to Advani’s effort
to chastise Pakistan as devi-
ating from Jinnah’s vision,
the editorial says.

“Indirectly, we are being
told, Advani was advising
the Pakistani political lead-
ership to correct this devia-
tion. Such subtlety, if ever it
was intended, however, did
not find either approval or
acceptance by the RSS and
the likes of the VHP.

“For the RSS, anti-Mus-
lim and anti-Pakistan are
synonymous. For achieving
its objective, the RSS re-
quires to constantly whip
up anti-Muslim sentiments
and sharpen communal po-
larisation,” the CPM: edito-
rial elucidates.



‘Sangh dictate

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, June 9: Under
severe pressure from the
Sangh, the BJP tonight
prepared an amended reso-
lution that would request
Lal Krishna Advani to re-
call his resignation with-
out supporting his re-
marks on Mohammed Ali
Jinnah.

After the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh declined to
approve any draft that tried
to even explain the context of
Advani’s laudatory com-
ments, changes were carried
out to make the resolution ac-
ceptable.

It endorsed Advani’s Pak-
istan trip, but was critical of
Jinnah, apparently without
any word of support for the
BJP president’s statement in
Karachi.

Advani had earlier insist-
ed on the party backing him
on his remarks on Jinnah.

“This is the best we could
have done. Either Advani ac-
cepts it or does not. The ball is
in his court, he will have to de-
cide if he wants to quit or not,”
said a source.

Advani met Vice-President
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
today. Shekhawat is an elder
statesman who is respected in
the Sangh as well.

For the record, RSS
spokesperson Ram Madhav
maintained that Advani’s res-
ignation as BJP chief was a
“matter for the party to de-
cide” but insisted that the
Sangh’s “misgivings” on his
praise for Jinnah “should be
removed”.

“People in the BJP under-
stand what reservations we
have, what our stand is and we
are sure they will keep this in
mind when drafting the resol-
ution,” Madhav said, asked
what would satisfy the RSS as

well as lead to a resolution of
the leadership crisis in the
party.

“We cannot accept that Jin-
nah is secular;,” he added.

The BJP parliamentary bo-
ard, scheduled to meet this ev-
ening after Advani was to have
announced his “formal” resp-
onse to its rejection of his res-
ignation, put off the meeting
until tomorrow. The ostensib-
le reason was the leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Jaswant Singh, will return
tomorrow from Israel and his
presence is ::onmmmmw%

“Advani is sentimentally
attached to Singh and if he re-
quests him to stay on, perhaps
he will,” said a source.

Asked about tomorrow’s
meeting of the parliamentary
board, Madhav said: “Advani
knows what we want. He will
do what is appropriate. We
hope tomorrow it will be over.”

According to BJP sources,
the RSS spoke its mind becau-
se of the perception or feed-
back that Advani was fast los-
ing support in his party after
he refused to yield on Jinnah.
After Yashwant Sinha — who
the sources claimed was “put
up” by the Sangh — senior lea-
der Murli Manohar Joshi air-
ed his dissent publicly today.

Joshi said Jinnah was “re-
sponsible” for the killings of
lakhs of people after Partition
and had always pursued the
theory of separatism. He
added that nobody in the BJP
had had a rethink on Jinnah
and none had called him “sec-
ular” either.

Joshi said he and Advani
had “mutual differences” on
the issue and the Sangh’s ideo-
logy would not be compromis-
ed. Asked if the crisis would
be resolved, he merely smiled.

Unlike in the past, when a
statement remotely critical of
Advani from Joshi used to be
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quashed instantly, the BJP
was silent this time. “Joshiji
has raised an important mat-
ter and we expect it will be de-
bated tomorrow,” said a party
leader who was one of his stro-
ngest detractors in the past.
BJP sources said the rea-
son why a dominant section
went against Advani was the
“virtual ultimatum” served by
the RSS. “The Sangh conveyed
if there was anything overtly
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supportive of his Pakistan
visit in the resolution, it would
sunder its links with the
party,” said a source.

While the estrangement
would not affect Atal Bihari
Vajpayee or Advani, others,
the source added, would have
to pay a price politically.
“Minus the Sangh’s infra-
structure and support we are
nothing,” the source admitted.
B See Page 6
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Joshi roar blessed by RSS

Sangh sggyﬁo reason for debate on Jinnah

SHEKHAR Iyer &'\

New Delhi, June 9

W\

COINCIDING WITH Murli
Manohar Joshi's attack
against L.K. Advani's stand
on Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
the RSS said it did not see
any reason for a debate on
Pakistan's founder as
; sought by Advani.
. RSS spokesperson Ram
© Madhav said, "There is no
; need for a debate 60 years
after independence. Jinnah
may have said something in
the Constituent Assembly
of Pakistan. If this is the
understanding of Jinnah,
who was responsible for the
partition of the country on
religious lines?"

He said Advani's state-
ments on Jinnah and his re-
mark that the Akhand
Bharat concept was irrele-
vant did not "jell with our
ideology". "We cannot ac-
cept that Jinnah is secular”.

Joshi and the Sangh Pari-
var seemed to have waited
till the game plan of Ad-
vani's supporters was ap-
parent. They had not
brought up the Jinnah is-
sue in the first resolution of
the BJP parliamentary
board, adopted on Wednes-
day. That resolution had
merely appealed to Advani
to withdraw his resignation
while extolling his leader-
ship.

Nevertheless, as Joshi
put it on Thursday, he had
conveyed his objection to
Advani's estimation of Jin-
nah to Venkaiah Naidu,
who as senior-most vice
president, had conducted
the show.

Joshi, who met Advani’
on Wednesday, is believed to
have straightaway asked
him why he had made such
remarks. Advani is said to
have kept mum. Joshi said,
"Jinnah can in no way be

T

Murli Manohar Joshi
Whose line is it anyway?

termed as a secular man.
The party has to keep its
ideology in mind when it
takes any decision or
makes a public comment on
any issue...this is an issue

-
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between the one-nation and
the two-nation theory." :

Said the RSS spokesper-
son, "BJP leaders know how
to remove our misgivings".

Advani continued to get
support of the NDA allies,
and surprisingly of the
TDP, Janata Dal (U) leader
Nitish Kumar met him and
conveyed to him his party's
support. Kumar said, "Ad-
vaniji has won the hearts of
the nation with his Pak-
istan visit. We need to un-
derstand what he had said
about Jinnah. My party and
I extend full support to him
and we strongly feel that
what he did in Pakistan was
right".

In a belated reaction,
TDP leader Chandrababu
Naidu said he endorsed the
senior BJP leader's descrip-
tion of Jinnah and did not
find anything wrong in
what Advani said in Pak-
istan.



BJP working out

—

a compromise

Meeting put off; party awaiting Jaswant’s return

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s expanded parliamentary
board meeting scheduled for
Thursday evening was post-
poned by a day. This will give it a
little more time to try and craft a
compromise formula that will
“satisfy” L.K. Advani and enable
him to withdraw his resignation
as party president without dis-
pleasing the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh.

The RSS has disagreed with
Mr. Advani’s view that the Pakis-
tan founder, Mohammed Ali
Jinnah, was secular.

However, the hitch in the ne-
gotiations between those close
to Mr. Advani and others was
that virtually none of the senior
leaders and office-bearers was
willing to endorse his views on
Jinnah made during his recent
visit to Pakistan., Some in the
party described his visit as a
“diplomatic  success”  and
praised his contribution to the
peace process with Pakistan,
Others wondered how the BJP
would talk about his visit ignor-
ing the remarks on Jinnah that
led to protests from the Sangh
Parivar and met with disapprov-
al from parties across the politi-
cal spectrum.

| Another resolution

After meetings at the party
headquarters and the residence
of vice-president Venkaiah Nai-
du, drafts of another resolution
for Friday’s parliamentary board
meeting were apparently shown
to Mr. Advani. But till iate in the
evening nothing could be
worked out that would satisfy
him and not annoy the RSS or
compromise on the basic Sangh
ideology of ‘Akhand Bharat’
(united pre-Partition India). So
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# No senior leader willing to endorse Advani's views on

Jinnah

o Advani will not withdraw resignation till party speaks
positively about his Pakistan trip

» Party has appealed to Advani to withdraw his
resignation, but ideology cannot be diluted: Murli

Manohar Joshi

time was bought till Friday.

The reason given by the BJP
spokesperson, Prakash Javade-
kar, for the postponement of the
meeting was that the senior
leader, Jaswant Singh, nowin Is-
rael, had expressed a wish to be
present at the meeting. He
would be back here on Friday.

However, senior party leaders
privately said that there were
enough indications from Mr. Ad-
vani’s camp that he would be
willing to consider withdrawing
his resignation if the party were
to applaud the success of his visit
to Pakistan. The problem was
that the RSS made it clear that
Mr. Advani’s views on Jinnah
were unacceptable, and it was
now for the BJP to accept or re-
ject his resignation.

The RSS spokesperson, Ram
Madhav, said: “Our ideological
position is known to them [BJP
leaders] and we have made it
clear. Now, whether Mr. Advani
withdraws his resignation or the
BJP accepts it is the BJP’s in-
ternal issue. We have nothing to
say.” He denied that any top-lev-
el contact was made between the
RSS and the BJP over the last 24

ho!l i,
’Iﬁenior BJP leader, Murli

Manehar Joshi, said Jinnah was
n& jaligecular and that he was pre-
p%for a debate on the subject
as demanded by Mr. Advani.
“There can be no dilution of ide-

*

ology ... ideology is always above
individuals ... Mr. Advani is our
president and the party has ap-
pealed to him to withdraw his
resignation, but vichar dhara ko
halka nahin kiya ja sakta (ideol-
ogy cannot be diluted).” Jhark-
hand Chief Minister Babulal
Marandi said the same thing.

A ‘senior party leader de-
scribed the dilemma faced by the
BJP: “The matter has got stuck
on the remarks on Jinnah, Al
office-bearers are one on this
ideological issue. Sudhendra
Kulkarni [Mr. Advani’s secreta-
ry and an office-bearer] tried to
raise the issue at Wednesday’s
board meeting, but he was firmly
told ‘no.” Mr. Advani told us that
unless the party speaks [posi-
tively] about his Pakistan ‘yatra,” |
he cannot withdraw his resigna- |
tion. But how can the party |
speak about the Pakistan vmg;}
and  ignore the Jinnah |
comment?”

Vice-President Bhairon Singh |
Shekhawat met the former ’
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj- |
payee, and later Mr. Advani
made a “courtesy visit” to his
residence. A party functionary |
said: “Back channe! diplomacy is }
also at work.” He confirmed that '
journalists Chandan Mitra ( a
BJP-nominated MP) and Swa-
pan Das Gupta, both close to Mr.
Advani, had helped to draft the
resolution.
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Advani sets Jinnah
\among the parivar

pinion on Atal Bihari Vajpayee has always been

divided. To some he embodied moderation in a

party wedded to bigotry and right-wing extre-
. mism; others saw him as wearing a mask of genial-
ity that slipped evety so often. Lal Krishna Advani, on the
other hand, was cast in an image that offered little scope for
nuanced interpretation. The architect of the Ram rath yatra
was the iron man who stuck resolutely to the positions he
adopted, be it his unflinching commitment to Hindutva or
his defence of the fanatical Narendra Modi. He was at once
hero and villain: his followers saluted his “courage of convic-
tion” while his critics accused him of spreading hatred and
vitriol in the guise of promoting his ideology. Few in either
camp believed the Bharatiya Janata Party chief when he said
he was going on a peace mission to Pakistan. He actually
went farther than anyone could have anticipated in promot-
ing the cause of Indo-Pakistan friendship. So much so, the
“ultra nationalist” whose jingoism once pushed India to the
brink of war with Pakistan today stands aceused by party
and parivar of betraying India on Pakistani soil. Senior
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader Giriraj Kishore may have
apologised for Praveen Togadia’s intemperate outburst but
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is not in any mood to call
aceasefire.

So what outrageous indiscretion did Mr. Advani commit
in Pakistan that he has felt obliged to step down as BJP
chief? He certainly made a well-thought-out, persuasive
case for stable peace between the two countries. He made so
bold as to go to the mausoleum of Mohammad Ali Jinnah
(the first by an Indian leader) where, in his own hand, he
recorded his glowing appreciation of the founder of Pakis-
tan. The former Deputy Prime Minister described the Qaid-
E-Azam as that “rare individual” who created history, in-
deed who stood for a secular Pakistan. Mr. Advani
subsequently expanded on the theme in a speech to the
Karachi Council of Foreign Relations, Economic Affairs and
Law. Citing Jinnah’s August 11,1947 address to the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly, he pointed out that the founder of
Pakistan envisioned a state that guaranteed “equality of all
citizens in the eyes of the State and freedom of faith for all
citizens.” This, the BJP president noted, “is what we in India
call a Secular or Non-Theocratic State...[where] there is no
place for bigotry, hatred, intolerance and discrimination in
the name of religion...[and where] there can certainly be no
place, much less State protection, for religious extremism
and terrorism..” Mr. Advani can be faulted for ignoring
Pakistani’s sabsequent erratic evolution into an Islamicist
state. However, the commendation of Jinnah was in the
specific and limited context of the August 1947 speech and a
conversation Mr. Advani had a year ago with Swami Rang-
anathananda, head of the Ramakrishna Math, who drew his
attention to the Jinnah speech, hailing it as “a classic exposi-
tion of a Secular State.” The BJP chief has been pilloried by
the Sangh Parivar for his praise of the Qaid-E-Azam,; yet by
daring to go beyond the demands of diplomacy, Mr. Advani
appears to have won a substantial constituency for India in
Pakistan. The parivar is shell-shocked, and understandably
so0. The Sangh ideology rests on the premise of the ‘other’ —
the enemy who must at all times be demonised. Until now,
this role was fulfilled by Pakistan, and by India’s Muslims.
Mr. Advani has knocked the bottom out of this sinister
theology.
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'\ Career prospects

HE RESIGNATION of LK. Ad-
vani as BJP president tells us
three things about the RSS, the
BJP and indeed, about Mr Ad-

vani himself. The first of these is self-ev-

ident. Mr Advani is now trying to recast
his image to capture the slot that Atal
Bihari Vajpayee previously occupied. In
the old days, Mr Vajpayee was accept-
able to the NDA, tolerated by the BJP
and loathed by the RSS. Judging by the
events of the last two days, this is exact-
ly how Mr Advani is being perceived.
He may have been right or wrong about
Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s secular cre-
dentials, but he seems to have achieved
the positioning he was after.

Second, it is clear that the RSS still
calls the shots as far as the BJP is con-
cerned. As much as Mr Advani and his
cohorts go on about the backdoor influ-
ence of Sonia Gandhi and 10, Janpath,
on the UPA government, the truth is
that the old men of Nagpur exert at
least as much influence on the BJP as
Mrs Gandhi does on the UPA. In Mrs
Gandh¥’s defence, it could be said that
she campaigned for the party, was
elected leader of the Congress Parlia-

AL

mentary Party, was the unanimous
choice of all allies for the prime minis-
tership and then turned it down. Thus,
she may have some moral right to in-
fluence the government. K.S. Sudar-
shan’s credentials, on the other hand,
are much less obvious.

Third, it is clear that Mr Advani is in
no mood to give up any substantive
power. The resignation as party chief
does not mark a renunciation and is no
more than a calculated career move.
How else can he explain the apparent
moral contradiction between resigning
as president but continuing as Leader
of the Opposition and enjoying the
perks (the large house, the motorcade,
the official status etc.) that come with
the job? The installation of his protégé
Venkaiah Naidu as acting president
buys him some time to try and install a
full-time president of his choice.

Only the big question remains:
will the BJP’s core constituency, the
people who actually vote for the party,
agree with Mr Advani’s praise of Jin-
nah and his refusal to even reconsider
or revise it? There’s still no answer to
that one yet.



“Advani’s Karachi speech decoded

The RSS has failed to understand the line of legitimation Mr. Advani has
opened up; and the Congress, in its enthusiasm to mock him, has chosen

to neglect the challenge this speech has thrown up for it.

Suhas Palshikar

0«@ o ?b%

AL KRISHNA Advani’s resignation from

the office of president of the Bharatiya
Janata Party seems to have overshadowed
the issues raised by his June 5 speech in
Karachi. In that speech at a function orga-
nised by the Karachi Council on Foreign
Relations, Economic Affairs and Law, Mr.
Advani did three things. He projected him-
self as a statesman and approved of the on-
going peace process. He formally accepted
that Pakistan was a reality and that there
could be no going back to history, so the goal
of Akhand Bharat, so dear to the diehard
follower of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, was now redundant. He also oblique-
ly reminded the Pakistan state authorities of
their responsibility towards the minorities.
All laudable things indeed.

However, Mr. Advani did more than that
through his speech. He said Mohammed Ali
Jinnah was a secular leader and had a vision
of a secular Pakistan; in fact, he quoted ex-
tensively from Jinnah’s speech of August 11,
1947 in Pakistan’s Constituent Assembly.
While both the Congress and the RSS have
failed to grasp the significance of this, the
media are playing this up as the great Indian
political soap opera.

Two features of the speech have been less
noted. One is the invocation of the goal of
secularism. The other is the implicit legiti-
mation of the politics of the BJP over the last
two decades. The RSS has failed predictably
to understand the line of legitimation Mr.
Advani has opened up; and the Congress, in
its enthusiasm to mock him, has chosen to
neglect the intellectual challenge that this
speech has thrown up for the Congress.

The evaluation of Jinnah as a secular lead-
er must be seen in the context of Mr. Ad-
vani’s own contribution to the lexicon of
Indian politics: pseudo-secularism. He has
been making a distinction between “secular-
ism” and “pseudo-secularism.” It may be
recalled that two issues are at the heart of

the controversy about secularism in India:
one is the basis of nationalism, and the other
is the role of religious identity in public life.
On these and some other aspects, Mr. Ad-
vani would share common ground with
Jinnah.

Jinnah and Savarkar

Jinnah was a non-practising Muslim but
used religious sentiment as the tool for mo-
bilisation and ultimately upheld religion as
the basis of nationhood. Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar’s position was closest to Jinnah’s
during that period. Savarkar, too, was a non-
practising Hindu, in fact a rationalist. How-
ever, he too, like Jinnah, approved of reli-
gion as the basis of nationhood. Savarkar
strongly believed in the mobilisational po-
tential of religion.

However, he fudged the issue by confus-
ing between the Hindu religion and Hindu
culture (Hindutva). Although there were dif-
ferences between the two, (Jinnah was
brought up on the staple diet of liberalism
while Savarkar operated on the continuum
of patriotic nationalism and Hindutva), both
Savarkar and Jinnah were products of the
modern Western political tradition and
knew the limits of religion as the basis for
running the state.

Their position was that religion could be
the basis of the natjon, and once the nation
attained statehood, a secular state structure
must evolve, though, the cultural ambience
could still be dominated by the religion of
the majority.

Textbook cases of communalism?

Their understanding of the majority-mi-
nority question was mired in the colonial
context and, in the case of Jinnah, was sit-
uated at the outdated recesses of the liberal
democratic framework. Thus, the issue was
the sharing of power between the majority
and the minority.

On the other hand, the issue was that of
representation, Both Savarkar and Jinnah

argued that it was possible and necessary
that the majority and the minority commu-
nities should be politically represented
through separate political outfits. This en-
sured proper representation, sharing of
power; and above all, this constituted
democracy.

Itisin this sense that Jinnah and Savarkar
operated in the framework of majority-mi-
nority. The politics of both Jinnah and Sa-
varkar represented the distortions possible
within the liberal democratic framework.
For both, competitive politics meant legiti-
mation of religious identity as the basis of
politics,

In this sense, Jinnah and Savarkar would
constitute the textbook of communalism in
the subcontinent. Mr. Advani and the BJP
are the additions to this textbook in its late
twentieth century edition.

In order to understand the former Deputy
Prime Minister’s approving remarks on Jin-
nah, it is necessary to keep in mind his own
ideological position. Mr. Advani, like Jinnah
and Savarkar, is not a devout person in the
religious sense of the term. It may not be an
exaggeration fo say that he belongs to the
Savarkar school of Hindu natjonalism. Not
only Mr. Advani, but a majority among the
present day Hindutva politicians would
want Hindutva to be the basis of India’s
nationhood, also the main influence on In-
dia’s public life.

Yet it would be foolhardy to imagine that
all of them want to establish a non-secular
state in India. Thus, Mr. Advani represents
and extends the Savarkar legacy in the con-
text of contemporary India. His remarks
about Jinnah incontrovertibly situate him
as the representative of Savarkarite Hindu
nationalist position.

Mr. Advani and the BJP have always be-
lieved in Hindutva as the basis of Indian
nationalism. They have used religious iden-
tity as the basis for political mobilisation
and as a lever for political power. Mr. Ad-
vani’s politics ever since his Rathyatra has
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relied on a majoritarian framework and
communalised the political terrain.

His remarks about Jinnah seek to justify’
all these positions as secular. True enough;
the BJP has never challenged the official
secular sttucture of the Indian state. This
confusion arises because “secularists” are,
not clear about the meaning of secularism;,
Many of them are in fact unaware that in the,
Indian context secularism is challenged not
so much by theocratic ideas as by communat:
ideas. ;
According to this idea, the state can be
secular, yet the texture of politics, the basis
of political competition, can be communat.
In praising Jinnah, Mr. Advani has under:
lined this version of secularism with which
he and his party would have no problem.

1o

Congress’ folly A

It is unfortunate that the Congress does
not understand this link between Jinnahe
Savarkar, on the one hand, and Mr. >m<ma,
and the present BJP on the other. More’
unfortunate is the Congress’ complete am+
nesia about its own history. Ironically today;.
in their haste to welcome Mr. Advani’s res.
marks, sections of the Congress have un-
knowingly approved Mr.  Advani’s
(Savarkar’s) conception of secularism. This
is not a moment for settling political scores’
or creating confusion in the ranks of thé
adversary. 14

The Congress would do well to remember
that its secularism, until recently, was based
on the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi and Jawa-'
harlal Nehru. It hinged on tolerance, liberal’
sentiment, and respect for diversity. In reac+
ting to the Advani episode, the Congress’
must remember that the Savarkar-Golwalks)
ar-Advani conception of “We” or “Our Nas,
tionhood” defined is in direct contrast to the
Gandhi-Nehru conception of Indian nationy
hood anchored in “We the people of India”;!

(The author teaches Political Science at:
the University of Pune. His email id is
suhas@unipune.ernet.in,) 2



Thefull textof LK * /
Advani’s speech at a
function organised by

== ‘Fiza zaroor badli hui
hal, bahut badli hui hai’

Foreign Relations,
Economic Affairs & Law,
in Karachi on June 5:

IT is always a matter of
pleasure when one goes
abroad and gets an oppor-
tunity to interact with the
intellectual elite of that
Y country. But when the
country one is visiting is Pakistan, and
_ when the interaction with intellectuals is
happening in a city which is one’s birth-
place, how can that experience be de-
scribed? “Pleasure”? “Great pleasure™?
“Delight”?

1 {ind these words trite on this occa-
sion. The truth is that, I have no words to
adequately capture the feelings that have
welled up in me at this meeting in
Karachi, which I have been able to visit
only for the second time since I left it
nearly six decades ago. Karachi has
changed beyond recognition, not only
since 1 left in 1947, but also since I last
came here in 1978. The city has of course
become immensely more populous —its
population in 1947 was a mere 4 lakh; to-
day, I am told, it is nearly 1.4 crore. But
Karachi has also become more devel-
oped and prosperous.

I compliment the people of Karachi
for this achievement and hope that not
only Karachi but the whole of Pakistan
continues to travel rapidly on the path to
prosperity and all-round development.

My return to the roots

FRIENDS, barring the dinner en-
gagement later in the evening, this func-
tion happens to mark the conclusion of
my weeklong visit to
Pakistan. My visit
had three parts. The
first part, comprising
two days in Islam-
abad, was largely po-
litical. The second

- leg, which meant two
days in Lahore, was
part political and
part  religious-cul-

tural, since it in-

cluded visits to the

ancient Katas Raj Temples and to the
Nankana Sahib Gurdwara. But the last
part in Karachi, again of two days, is
purely sentimental. Before leaving for
Pakistan, I had stated that the primary
aim of my visit was to contribute, in my
own humble way, to the ongoing peace
process between India and Pakistan
through my meetings with the leadership
of Pakistan and also with representatives
of various political parties and civil soci-
ety organisations in this country. But I
had added that the visit is also a kind of
“return-to-the-roots” for me and mem-
bers of my family, who are coming to Pak-
istan for the firsttime,

My visit to the school where I studied,
to the house where I lived (although it
does not now stand in its original shape),
to the Sindh Assembly building where 1
meet legislators belonging to the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP), the reception and
cultural programme organised by the
Hindu Panchayat, and the lunch recep-
tion hosted by the Chief Minister of Sindh
— all these will remain indelible memo-
riesinme,

Jinnah’s speech on August 11, 1847

IHAVE many deeply engraved mem-
ories of the first 20 years of my life that I
lived in Karachi. I shall recall here only
one of them, because the person with
which that memory is associated, and the
philosophy that I learnt from him in
Karachi, have a reverential place in my
life.

In the last three-four years of my life
in Karachi, I came in contact with Swami
Ranganathananda, who was the head of
the Ramakrishna Math here for six years
from 1942 until it was closed down in
1948. T used to go to listen to his dis-
courses on the Bhagwad Gita. In later
years,  maintained regular contact with
this great disciple of Swami Vivekananda,
who went on to become the head of the
Ramakrishna Math and Mission in India.

Swami Ranganathananda passed
away in April this month. The last time I

met him was in Calcutta last year. He was
96 but still very agile in mind and radiant in
spirit. Our talk, among other things,
turned to his years and my years in
Karachi. He asked me, “Have you read
Mohammed Ali Jinnal’s speech in Pak-
istan’s Constituent Assembly on August
11,19477? It is a classic exposition of a Sec-
ular State, one which guarantees every
citizen’s freedom to practice hisor her re-
ligion but the State shall not discriminate
between one citizen and another on the
basis of religion.”

He asked me to send him the full text
of the speech, which I did.

The reason for my recounting Jin-
nah’s historic speech in the Constituent
Assembly is two-fold. Firstly, as I said, it is
associated with my last conversation with
the Swamiji, who was one of the towering
spiritual personalities in India. The sec-
ond reason is that its remembrance was
triggered by my visit to the ancient Katas
Raj Temples in Chakwal district four days
ago. The Government of Pakistan was
kind enough to invite me to lay the foun-
dation stone for a project to restore these
temples, which are now in ruins but
whose legend is rooted in the epic story of
the Mahabharata. '

Ifeelit appropriate toread out the rel-
evant portion from Jinnah’s speech.

“Now, if we want
to make this great
State of Pakistan
happy and prosperous
we should wholly and
solely concentrate on
the well-being of the
people, specially of
the masses and poor.
If you will work in co-

operation, torgetting

the past, burying the

hatchet, you are
bound to succeed. If you change your past
and work in a spirit that every one, no
matter towhat community he belongs, no
matter what relations he had with you in
the past, no matter what is his colour,
caste or creed, is first, second and last a
citizen of this State with equal rights, priv-
ileges and obligations, there will be no
end to the progress you will make.

I cannot overemphasise it too much.
‘We shall begin to work in that spirit and in
course of time all these angularities of the
majority and minority commupities, the
Hindu community and Muslim commu-
nity... will vanish. Indeed, if you ask me,
this has been the biggest hindrance in the
way of India to attain its freedom and in-
dependence and but for this we would

-have been free people long ago. There-

— namely, equality of all citizens in the
eyes of the State and freedom of faith for
all citizens — is what we in India call a
Secular or a NonTheocratic State. There
is no place for bigotry, hatred, intoler-
ance and discrimination in the name of
religion in such a State. And there can
certainly be no place, much less State
protection, for religious extremism and
terrorism in such a State.

I'believe that this is the ideal that In-
dia, Pakistan aswell as Bangladesh —the
three present-day sovereign constituents
of the undivided India of the past, sharing
a common civilisational heritage —
should follow, I hope that this ideal is im-
plemented in-its letter and spirit. The
restoration of the Katas Rajfemplesis a
good beginning.

Time to undo the follles of Partition

ESTEEMED friends from Karachi,
people often ask me: “Does this mean
that you want to undo the Partition?”

My answer is: “The Partition cannot
be undone, because, as I said in Lahore at
the SAFMA function, the creation of In-
dia and Pakistan as two separate and sov-
ereign nations is an unalterable reality of

history. However, some of the follies of -

Partition can be undone, and they must
be undone.”

Yes, it's true that there is tranquility on the
border, which is no mean achievement in itself.
True, there are greater people-to-people contacts,
which too is a significant step forward. It Is also
true that the awaam (people) of both India and
Pakistan have taken over the peace process. But
the peace and tranquility that exists is still
tentative... How do we convert this tentative
peace into permanent peace?

fore, we must learn a lesson from this.
You are free, you are free to go to your

- temples. You are free to go to your

mosques or to any other places of worship
in this State of Pakistan. You may belong
to any religion or caste or creed; that has
nothing to do with the business of the
State... You will find that in course of time
Hindus will cease to be Hindus and Mus-
lims would cease to be Muslims, not in
the religious sense, because that is the
personal faith of each individual, but in
the political sense ascitizens of the State.”

‘What has been stated in this speech

I dream of the day when divided
hearts can be united; when divided fami-
lies can be re-united; when pilgrims from
one country — Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
—can freely go to holy sites located in the
other country; and when people can
travel and trade freely, while continuing
toremain proud and loyal citizens of their
respective countries. Friends, at the end
of my visit, if someone were to ask me to
sum up the situation about Indo-Pak re-
lations at present, I would, on the basis of
what I have observed and experienced
here since my arrival in Pakistan on the

Paying tribute to Jinnah,

What has been stated in this (Jinnah's) speech
— namely, equality of all citizens in the eyes of the
State and freedom of faith for all citizens — is what
we in India call a Secular or a Non-Theocratic
State. There is no place for bigotry, hatred,
mtolerance and dlscnmmatmn in the name of

religion in such a State. And there can certainly be
no place, much less State protection, for religious
extremism and terrorism in such a State...

evening of May 30, say unequivocally that
“Fiza zaroor badli hui hai, bahut badli hui
hai. (The -atmosphere has definitely
changed, it has changed alot.)”

Yes, it’s true that there is tranquility on
the border, which is no mean achieve-
ment in itself. True, there are greater peo-
ple-to-people contacts, which too is a sig-
nificant step forward. It is also true that
the awaam (people) of both India and
Pakistan have taken over the peace
process. But the peace and tranquility

that exists is still tentative. It is also rela-

tive, in the sense that terrorist acts in J&K
have not come to an end. Onlylast month
there was a terrorist strike in Srinagar
aimed at innocent school children.

How do we convert this tentative
peace into permanent peace? How dowe
remove all the irrational abnormalities in
our bilateral relations to place Indo-Pak
ties on a completely normal footing based
on the principle of mutual benefit?

I am posing these questions because
these need to be discussed in depth and
with an open mind in both our countries.
As I have reiterated on several occasions
during my visit, Iwould like to emphasise
that we need to seize this historic mo-
ment, which is pregnant with hope. We
must convert this hope into confidence
and resolve that we shall certainly find so-
lutions to all the issues that have es-
tranged our two brother-nations. There
should also be no going back on the reali-
sation that dialogue is the only way to re-
solve every single issue, including the is-
sue of Jammu & Kashmir, between India
and Pakistan. Peace cannot be achieved
through recourse to non-peaceful means.
This must be clearly understood.

Imperatives of waging peace
THERE is a phrase in English that
has always intrigued me — Waging
Peace. Normally, one comes across the
phrase — Waging War. I have often won-

dered why the word “wage” is used in the
context of peace. It is probably because, if
the resolve to win is the aim in any war,
the same resolve to win has to be the aim
of making peace.

However, there is a crucial difference.
Inwar, strategists look for a quick victory.
They have an impatience to achieve their
goal. In waging peace, you cannot do that,
We need patience. We need to realise
that it fakes time to minimise differences
and to find a mutually acceptable solu-
tion, especially to longstanding problems,

It takes time — and I would urge all
those who sincerely desire peace between
India and Pakistan to realise this impor-
tant trath — because not only the painful
manner in which the Partition happened
in 1947 but also subsequent hostilities
have hardened feelings and rigidified
mindsets in both India and Pakistan.

After all, the Partition resulted not
only in unprecedented violence but also
in the largest cross-migration in the his-
tory of mankind. In history, including in
the history of undivided India, kingdoms
and dynasties have come and gone.
Power has changed hands either peace-
fully or violently. But in recent centuries
these developments did not destabilise
the society very much.

In contrast, when the British left in
1947, not only was there a change of
power, but there was also human dis-
placement on a massive scale. This has
left behind a trail of tragedy. The wars
that followed, the long period of terrorist
violence and other events have con-
tributed to the hardening of positions in
certain sections of society both in India
and Pakistan. This is the reason why even
well-intentioned moves for peace and
normalisation are viewed with suspicion
and met with disapproval on both sides.

1 therefore strongly submit to one and
all involtved in the Indo-Pak peace process
— to those in governments as well as to

those in civil society organisations — that
we should give due weightage to these
critical viewpoints. Nothing can be
achieved by either dismissing or disparag-
ing these critical viewpoints. This is be-
cause, firstly, those who view the peace
process with suspicion both here and in
India are not insubstantial in number.
Secondly, in our endeavour to establish
lasting peace between India and Pakistan,
it is axiomatic that we should strive to
carry with us all sections of society and
public opinion in our two countries.

Let us move on all Issues In tandem
ISHALL make one last point before
concluding. For us to move towards
peace and normalcy, it is necessary to
move the dialogue process forward on all
issues. This is the reason why we both
have called it the Composite Dialogue
process. I was happy to know that many
people in Pakistan also believe that we
should move in tandem on all issues. As I
said in Lahore, it is not in the interest of
the peace process to let slower progress

on some issues become a hurdle in

achieving faster progress on others.

Here I shall just flag off a few issues
that show how the relations between In-
dia and Pakistan suffer from avoidable
abnormality. For instance, since coming
here I have not been able to watch any of
the Indian news channels to see what is
happening in India and also, secondar-
ily, to know how my visit to Pakistan is
covered. It is ironical that in Pakistan
one can see American CNN, British
BBC, Chinese CCTV but not Indian
news channels..

The abnormality is also ev1dent in
other spheres. India and Pakistan have an
official trade of about $ 250 million, which

1smeager by any standards in today’s age of
globalisation. But the unofficial trade is at
least four-five times larger. Isn’t it ironical
that we buy and sell our products of mu-
tual demand by routing them through
Dubai and Singapore, and thereby enrich-
ing those countries, but have not been
able to regularise this trade right across
our borders, thereby creating more em-
ployment and business opportunities for
own people? Take another cxample Pak-
istan’s economy, like the economies of any
country today, has a lot of need for Infor-
mation Technology solutions. And I am
told that, in addition to being met by your
local IT industry, you buy costly IT solu-
tions from several western countries. But
right across the border we in India have a
flourishing IT industry, which is ready to
cooperate with Pakistan and offer
cheaper solutions. Ironically, the IT solu-
tions that western companies sell around
the world are produced in Bangalore, Hy-
derabad, Gurgaon and Pune.

1 am making this point because
Karachi is the commercial capital of Pak-
istan. And I may add that, historically
Sindh was the incubator for global trade,
In ancient times our forefathers from
Sindh ventured forth to far off lands, in
the same way as in modern times Sindhi
businessmen have so successfully demon-
strated their acumen in Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore, London and New York.

In the era of globalisation, trade and
business are not only about money and
profit. They also bring another kind of
profit -—a stronger stake in peaceful, sta-
ble and cooperative relations between
two countries. L is heartening to know
that soon we'll heve a bread gauge rail
link between Munzao and Khokrapar. I
suggested to Presidert Miysharraf that we
should also re-open tie s¢a link between
Karachi and Mumbaiva Gujarat, He ac-
cepted the suggestioniThe¢ issue of re-
opening of our consiate offices in
Karachi and Mumbaiis ito on the cards,
All these are good signs Fit much more
canbe done. And it shoddwe our mutual
resolve to do all the desitabe things, and
-do them quickly.
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~The soul of the BJP.”

| %

Will it be a party of rabble rousers, fanati}:gs}?

{8 Or a modern right of center party?g(,y?o
l.K. ADVANI'S resignation

has brought the BJP to its day
of reckoning. For months the party
has been besieged by personal
squabbles, organisational indisci-
pline and ideological disarray. The
gauntlet had been thrown when
RSS chief Sudarshan had, in a
Walk the Talk interview to Indian
Express editor, Shekhar Gupta,
openly challenged Advani’s lead-
ership. Advani’s remarks on Jin-
nah have further precipitated a cri-
sis that was long brewing. But it is
to Advani’s great credit that he has
not only stood up to the RSS but
has done so on a serious matter of
principle. Whatever the outcome
of this tussle, Advani is a winner. If
the party opts for him, as it should,
he will have succeeded in stamping
his authority on politics and chart-
ing a new course for his party. If
the Sangh Parivar decides to cut
off its own nose, Advani will have
done the nation and himself a
great service. He will have conclu-
sively established that the BJP will
not allow anyone who even deigns
to occasionally think and act like a
statesman to rise to the top.

This latest row in the Sangh
Parivar has established that differ-
ences between the RSS and VHP
on the one hand and Advani on
the other are not merely illusory, a
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pantomime put on for public con-
sumption. What is at stake in this |
contest is the very soul of the BJP. |
Willit be a party thatis dominated
by rabble rousers, fanatics and
pinched-up ideologues of the sort
the VHP and RSS support? Or will
it become a genuine right of center
party that is capable of governing
India in the twenty first century?
Will its nationalism remain a
largely destructive and negative
force always targeted on minori-
ties? Or will it enlarge its concep-
tion of Hindu interests to make
them more compatible with a for-
ward looking nationalism? It
should by no means be assumed
that Advani will become a stan-
dard garden variety liberal. But by
taking on the RSS, of all issues, on
Jinnah, by expressing regret over
the demolition of the Babri Ma-
sjid, Advani has shown the co-
urage to take on the ideological
presumptions of Hindutva. This is
not merely tactical posturing but a
signal to take the fight over the
BJP’s identity to its logical conclu-
sion. Either the BJP shapes up, or
Advani ships out. ,

The leadership of the BJP sh-
ould rally around Advani. This is
the moment that will define their
aspirations and prospects for some
time to come.
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/ The Jinnah touchstone

DVANI'S statements

over Jinnah have not -

just created a political
storm within the BJP.
They have also exposed the am-
bivalences and conflicts that still
characterise Indian nationalism.
There is a delicious irony in the
fact that the RSS and the Con-
gress have made common cause
in criticising Advani. For the re-
cord, Advani’s statement’s had
more historical truth than either
his Congress or RSS detractors
recognise. Much of the contro-
versy hinges on that most opaque
of words, secularism. What does it
mean to call Jinnah secular? A
term is often defined by what it is
opposed to. In India the term sec-
ular has two antonyms. Tobe non-
secular can mean “religious”, so-
meone who in a political sense
espouses a religious state. Jinnah
certainly was certainly secular in
this sense of the term. He be-
lieved in a in something akin to a
modern constitutional state and
not a theocracy. The second an-
tonym of secular is “communal”.
Jinnah thought that no scheme of
_representation would have been
adequate to safeguarding Muslim
interests against majority domina-
tion in an undivided India. We
may not agree with this proposi-
tion, but that does not by itself
make Jinnah communal.
Congress has indicted Jinnah
for being communal on two other
grounds. First, his claims that
Hindus and Muslims are two na-
tions and second, that only he
could represent Muslim interests
not Congress. He was also com-
munal in the sense that he tho-
ught, at least as far as the debate
in undivided India went, commu-
nity identity should matter to the
question of political representa-
tion. But let us face the historical
truth: in the entire negotiations
over Muslim representation in
the first half of the century, there
were very few voices that gen-
uinely believed that religious ide-
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Advani's statement . b
highlights that RSS and

Congress are in a time warp
£ PRATAP BHANU MIEHTA :

ntity could be made completely ir-
relevant to citizenship or legal
rights. The debate was over wh-
ether these different identities
could be politically represented
within one state or not. Congress
did not dismantle the majority mi-
nority framework of thinking
about representation. But it did
think it could represent both. This
was often done with the good in-
tention of making the point that
Indian national identity was not
an assimilationist project that as-
pired to making religious identity
irrelevant to what legal or political
rights citizens have. Congress still
cannot openly espouse this aspi-
ration. There have been very few

resisted for a number of reasons.
It is bad history and presents an
unattractive conception of the
subcontinent’s historical identity.
But it does not follow from this
fact that the historical significance
and complexity of any figure who
espoused the theory cannot be
recognised. But by denying the
two nation theory in the manner

that the Congress does, we con-,

tinue to insinuate Pakistan’s ille-
gitimacy. Implying this is both
wishful thinking and an impedi-
ment to any prospects for peace
with Pakistan.

Advani’s virtue was to em-
phatically acknowledge that Pak-
istan is a legitimate nation and

Advani has brought the Congress Party and
Pakistan, the custodians of official
nationalisms, to confront their own deep
seated assumptions

who have been willing group iden-
tities completely subordinate to
the demands of citizenship. In
that sense communalism is the in-
evitable outcome of Indian na-
tionalism, not a marginal ten-
dency we can distance ourselves
from by pegging it on Jinnah.

At the turn of the new millen-
nium we should also be careful of
how we speak about the two na-
tion theory. The dilemma is this.
Indian secularism needs to argue
that Hindus and Muslims are not
two nations, or at least two na-
tions that require separate states.
But we have to do this without
thereby implying that Pakistan,
circa 2005, is an illegitimate state.
The two nation theory needs to be

that Jinnah had a historical role in
creating it. If we want to have a
genuine dialogue with Pakistan
we have to begin by emphatically
acknowedging this fact. The Con-
gress is still in a time warp if it
thinks that it can acknowledge the
reality of Pakistan but not honour
its founder. What does it mean to
deal with a Pakistan if we say: “We
don’t acknowledge the ideologi-
cal current that led to your found-
ing, we don’t acknowledge your
founder, and we certainly will not
tolerate anybody who could so
much as suggest that Jinnah
might have had a mistaken con-
ception of nationhood, but a cor-

rect conception of constitutional -

values,” Pakistan attacks our ter-

% ritory; we attack the basis of their

nationhood. This might give Con-
gress and the RSS a sense of their
own exalted virtue. But it was pre-
cisely an exalted sense of its own
virtue that prevented Congress
from being politically astute in
dealing with Jinnah; and its inter-
pretation of its own virtue will for-
ever cast a shadow on the future
of India Pakistan relations. Ad-
vani, on this occasion, displayed
great historical sense by not being
stuck in history.

In addition, Advani’s state-

ments over Jinnah have turned
out to be explosive politics. For
one thing, it was a reminder to
Pakistanis that if they can espouse
Jinnah’s secular ideals they will be
better of. And India will be more
secure if Pakistan follows the
legacy of Jinnah rather than as-
sorted mullahs and generals. It is
difficult to guess whether Advani
anticipated the storm his remarks
would brew. But his resignation
has produced a moment of reck-
oning thrice over. After months of
being perceived as being weak, he
has taken an initiative and stuck
by it. He has emerged as a man of
conviction with a capacity for in-
dependent initiative. He has also
forced the BJP to come to terms
with its own ideological and or-
ganisational disputes.

Advani’s statement by no me-
ans signals that he has given up
Hindu nationalism. There is no
contradiction in praising Jinnah
and at the same time mobilise for
constructing a Ram temple at Ay-
odhya. Advani does not have to

.change his spots. But he has to as-

sert his authority over rabble rou-
sers like Togadia and either mar-
ginalise them or be vanquished.
But mostimportantly, he has once
again brought the Congress Party
and Pakistan, the custodians of of-
ficial nationalisms, to confront
their own deep seated assumpti-
ons. And surprise surprise, Con-
gress scratched, turns out to be clo-
ser to the RSS, stuck in the past.




RSS din, Jinnah djmn

NEW DELH]I,
Sending shock waves through
his party’s rank and file, Mr LK
Advani today resigned as presi-
dent of the BJP in the wake of
the controversy raging within
the Sangh Parivar over his state-

June 7. —

ments on Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, Babari Masjid demoli-
tion and Partition during his
recent tour of Pakistan.

Though Mr Advani claimed
that he had taken the decision
just before leaving Karachi yes-
terday, he submitted his resig-
nation letter to the BJP general
secretary, Mr Sanjay Joshi, this
morning after the RSS had told
him to “withdraw his state-
ments” or face the “conse-
quences”.

Close on the heels of Mr
Advani’s resignation, BIP lead-
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ers went to his residence, urging
him to withdraw his resignation.
Sensing Mr Advani’s resolve to
stick to his decision, the leaders
rushed to Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s residence to seek his
intervention. They urged Mr
Vajpayee to resolve the matter
and persuade Mr  Advani to
withdraw his resignation.

Later in the day, Mr Advani
met Mr Vajpayee, but the meet-
ing did not yield any result. Mr
Advani stuck to his decision,
telling Mr Vajpayee that he had
“made up his mind,” party
leaders said.

Keeping in view Mr Advani's
firm stand, the BJP leadership
has begun its search for a new
president. For the time being,
the vice-president, Mr Venka-
iah Naidu, has taken charge
“unofficially”.

In his resignation letter, Mr
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do Advani in
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Breaking their silence on Mr Advani’s resignation as BJP president, party leaders
today came out strongly in his defence, but they seemed to have left it too late as he is
believed to have categorically ruled out withdrawing his resignation. Describing the
reactions to bis statements in Pakistan as “most unfortunate”, he was particularly
agonised over party leaders not reacting even after some people labelled him a traitor.
Of his critics, while the RSS tried to soften the blow, VHP leaders continued gomg
ballistic and political opponents had a field day.

Jinnah played a
role in the fredn

made slmxiar refﬁarks (to
those made hy Advani) about

his

been mtsmtemremd 'AB Valpayea. BJP

Advanifi's commitment to nationalism and
nationalist ideology cannot be questioned in any
manner. The party has reached its current
heights due to him. Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, BJP -

Advani's resignation is a victory
of patriotism over treason.
Praveen Togadia, VHP

It's Togadia who should apologise for using
intemperate language against  Advanis.

We have nothing to do with the @3
resignation. It is an internal
matter of the party... we didn't 3
put any pressure for the
resignation... we don't get
involved. (But) we were not in
agreement with the sentiments expressed by
Advani vis-a-vis Jinnah. The debate on the issus,
however, is over. Ram Madhav, RSS

& will fee! betrayed if
someone wants to create a secular image for
himself by showering. . prdise ‘on Jinnah.
Saamna, Shiv Send mouthpiece

It's an internal m ‘BJP (but) his
controversial statements in Pakistan were aimed
at an imape makeover following the defeat in the
last Lok Sabha polls. The mask that was being
worn by Vajpayee till now is
sought to be donned by

Advani. Ambika Som.
Congress
Dil ki baat kabi hai | (he's spoken

from the heart). He should stick
to his resignation and now
resign from the RSS too.

co ;. B ‘ V
VHP, Bajrang Dal rejoice
GANDHINAGAR, June 7. — VHP and Bajrang Dal workers celebrated the

resignation of Mr LK Advani by bursting crackers, distributing sweets and
beating drums in his Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency. Several VHP

.and Bajrang activists were reportedly detained and taken into custody for

anti-Advani protests. Not satisfied with the resignation from the party
chief’s post, the VHP is pressing for his resignation from Parliament. The
VHP’s Gujarat unit secretary, Mr Dilip Trivedi, today made it clear that “Mr
Advani is an unwanted man in the state.” “It is pravesh bandh for him” a
statement from Mr Trivedi said and added that Mr Advani should take a
bath in the Saryu river in Ayodhya to “wash his sins” and then ask for
forgiveness from Ram Lalla, before he becomes acceptable again. The
VHP said that his resignation was an upkaar (favour) 1o the BJP and not

Hindu society. — SNS

Advani maintained that he
stood by his statcments in
Pakistan. “I have deccided to
request the party to relieve me
of the presidentship. [ am sure
acceding to my request would be
in the best interests of the great

- cause 1 have served all my life

and also of the party which has
given me so much,” he stated.

THE STATESMAN

Referring to his visit to
Pakistan where the controversy
originated, he said: “l have
taken this decision after ponder-
ing the matter very carcfully.
And I believe that my visit to
Pakistan last week has immense-
ly reinforced the initiatives
taken by the NDA government
to bring about peace and nor-

L

Sahib Singh Verma, BJP

mality with Pakistan”, reserving
the punch-line in his last sen-
tence — “I have not said or
done anything in Pakistan which
1 need to retract or review,”

Even as the party leadership
rallied around Mr Advani, most
BJP’ leaders preferred not to
comment on his coritroversial
statements. Mr Vajpayee and
Mr Sahib Singh were among the
few who openly defended Mr
Advani, saying his comments
had been “misunderstood and
misrepresented”.

Mr Verma also attacked the
VHP leader, Mr Praveen
Togadia, who had called Mr
Advani a “traitor”. He said:
“They should apologise for
their conduct. And action

should be taken against
Togadia.” .
Rising to Mr Advani’s

defence, BJP vice-president Mr

Lalu Prasad, RJD

Graphic: Arindam Mazumder

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said:
“Mr Advani’s commitment to
nationalism and the nationalist
ideology cannot be questioned
in any manner. The party has
reached its current heights
owing to his contribution.”

On its part, following its
sharp criticism of Mr Advani’s
comments, the RSS today pre-
ferred to remain silent on his
resignation. “We have nothing
to do with today’s development.
It is an internal matter of the
party,” said the RSS
spokesman, Mr Ram Madhav.
The BJP parliamentary board
will meet tomorrow evening.

Late tonight, Mr Sanjay Joshi
called on Dr Murli Manohar
Joshi, former BJP president, to
discuss “party affairs and selec-
tion of a new party chief”.

More reports, photographs
on page 4
~



Advani quits as BJP presiden

Party cadre stunned, VHP members celebrate resignation

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHL; Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty president LK. Advani re-
signed from his party position
on Tuesday, following the con-
troversy over his description of
Pakistan’s founder Mchammad
Ali Jinnah as “secular” and his
remarks that the demolition of
Babri Masjid was the “saddest
day” of his life.

The BJP cadre are stunned by
the development which has aris-
en in the wake of the severe crit-
icism of Mr. Advani by the Sangh
Parivar outfits.

As Mr. Advani was firm that
his resignation be accepted, the
focus was on leadership change,
a problem that has confronted
the party and was brought into
sharp focus by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
K.S. Sudarshan suggesting in a
television interview a few
months ago that the ageing BJP
leadership should step aside to
make way for the next gener-
ation. The immediate task be-
fore the BJP is to arrive at a
consensus with the Sangh Pari-
var on who should now lead the
party and no one in the BJP
doubts that the Sangh will have a
major say in this, notwithstand-
ing its public stance.

Naidu to the defence

After daylong meetings at the
residences of Mr. Advani and the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, who arrived back
in the Capital from Manali, the
party decided to call a meeting of
its parliamentary board on
Wednesday to discuss the issue.
Announcing this, party vice-
president  Venkaiah  Naidu
showered praise on Mr. Advani
and condemned as “highly ob-
jectionable” the description of
Mr. Advani as a “traitor” by
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader
Pravin Togadia. He hoped that
“even now Mr. Advani will ac-
cept the wish of the party to re-
consider his decision.” ¥

It was around 9 a.m. that the
drama unfolded with Mr. Advani
asking the party general secre-
tary  (organisation), Sanjay
Joshi, a key RSS man, to come to
his residence. A three-paragraph
letter of resignation was handed
to him and, immediately after-
wards, Mr. Advani’s aides dis-
tributed copies of the letter to
the media waiting outside. “I am
writing this letter just before de-
parting from Karachi. I have de-
cided to request the party to
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STANDS FIRM: BJP leader L.K. Advani leaving after meeting the former Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, at his

residence in New Delhi on Tuesday. - PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

relieve me from presidentship. I
am sure acceding to my request
would be in the best interests of
the great cause I have served all
my life, as also the party which
has given me so much,” the letter
said.

However, even in the BJP
there were not many takers that

the letter was written in Karachi
(when the RSS had reacted to his
Jinnah remarks and suggested
that it was totally contrary to the
Sangh ideology, coming soon af-
ter the Sangh’s unhappiness
with the earlier remark that “the
saddest day” in his life was the
day Babri Masjid was demol-

Kanwar Yogendra

SHIMLA: The former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, on Tuesday
endorsed the views of his
party colleague, L. K. Advani,
on Mohammad Ali Jinnah.
“People are getting the wrong
end of the stick,” he said. Mr.
Advani’s remarks were
“misinterpreted.”

Calling Jinnah ‘Father of
independent Pakistan,” Mr.
Vajpayee said he always

Vajpayee stands by Advani

wanted good relations with
India but other Pakistan
leaders did not support him.

Mr. Vajpayee agreed with
Mr. Advani’s description of
Jinnah as “secular” leader,
who had a liking for India even
after Partition. “Everybody
has the right to freedom of
expression and people should
not mind it,” he said .

He was talking to reporters
here before boarding a plane
for New Delhi after a 10-day
holiday in Kullu-Manali.

ished). Mr. Togadia — many cor-
respondents recei? A angry SMS
messages in his name calling Mr.
Advani a traitor — was reported
to have asked what Mr. Advani
had been doing with the letter
since his arrival in India on
Monday morning.

It seems Mr. Advani’s idea of
Jinnah’s secular credentials is
too hard for the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar to swallow. Asone
senior Muslim leader of the BJP
said: “For no Indian and no Indi-
an Muslim has Jinnah been a
hero or an icon. He is a hated
figure held responsible for the
divided families and many other
problems of Partition. Some
may hero-worship Saddam Hus-
sain for taking on the United
States, even though unsuccess-
fully, but Jinnah is an icon for no
one.” Vinay Katiyar, BJP leader,
is reported to have said that Jin-
nah “broke the country” and that
Mr. Advani was now destroying
the party.

In Ahmedabad, VHP cadre
celebrated the news of Mr. Ad-

-

vani’s resignation by bursting
firecrackers. |

Debate over: RSS

RSS spokesperson Ram Mad-
hav made it clear that the resig-
nation issue was for the BJP to
decide. The RSS had not asked
for it and was not going to ask
him not to press it. “The RSS is
not in agreement with the senti-
ments expressed [by Mr. Advani
on Jinnah]. The debate is over,”
Mr. Madhav said. On Monday,
Mr. Advani had called for a “de-
bate” on the issue.

Mr. Advani’s resignation, par-
ty leaders hint, was “inevitable”
after the RSS had demanded that
Mr. Advani “review” his remarks
and after Mr. Advani made it
equally clear that he would not.
“T have not said or done anything
in Pakistan which I need to re-
tract or review,” he emphasised
in his resignation letter.

Reactions on Page 12
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DVANI STICKS TO REMARKS ON JINNAH

. Retract or

review: RSS

» £ a3y
torimais S0 7] Congress sees Jinnah

NEW DELHI, June 6. — Hardening its
stand against BJP president Mr LK
Advani for his remarks on Jinnah and
Partition during his week-long trip to
Pakistan, the Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh tonight demanded that he with-
draw his controversial remarks or review
them, even as Mr Advani defended his
stand on the issues earlier while talking to
the media upon his return from Pakistan.

“I have come to know that my remarks
have triggered a debate. I have no objec-
tion to it. The matter should be debated.”
Mr Advani said. Summing up his “memo-
rable and unforgettable week”, he said his
visit to Islamabad had been “essentiefly
political”. Mr Advani said he had .
Musharraf, Mr iz and Mr
Khurshid M Kasuri, among others, and
“we discusséd things very freely”.
Everyone winted the peace process to be
carried forward, he added. “Whatever you
have said, we are convinced of. The
process will go ahead,” he quoted the
Pakistani leaders as telling him.

RSS /general secretary Mr Mohan
Bhagwdt conveyed the RSS’ views on Mr
Advani's remarks to senior BJP leaders,
including Mr M Venkaiah Naidu and Mr
Arun Jaitley, who had met the leader at

nooUN N8

[ 1] [ ] [ ]
‘djinn’ in BJP chief
NEW DELHI, June 6. — The Congress today
attacked Mr LK Advani’s praise for Jinnah as a
secular leader, saying that he appeared to be
wanting “Jinnah’s brand of secularism” that
advocated the two-nation theory which the
Congress had always opposed. A sarcastic Mr
Abhishek Singhvi, Congress spokesman, said:
“For Advani, as for Jinnah, as indeed for Veer
Savarkar, secularism can mean a two-nation
theory” — PTI
Details on page 5

RSS’ Jhandewalan headquarters tonight.
“Ideological questions are involved and it/
is not possible for the Sangh to compro-
misc on them,” RSS spokesman Mr Ram
Madhav said. Any question of an apology
was, however, ruled out by the RSS leader.
“The remarks should be reviewed,” he
said. The 90-minute meeting between the
RSS and BJP leaders came after the BJP
leaders had held a day-long conclave. The
RSS chief is to arrive here tomorrow.

However, the JD-U has expressed its
support for Mr Advani. Mr Nitish Kumar
said the remarks on Jinnah were “coura-
geous” and “factually correct”. “I salute
Advani for giving such a courageous
statement,” he added.

THE STATESMAN



/" Act of courage. ",

Advani does the histories of India and Pakistan a
great service by reopening the Jinnah question

K. Advani’s statements about \Cple moti3ecg in %’aying what he did. He

historical role and ideas of Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah have upset the Sangh
Parivar, Jinnah is one figure in modern
history few Indians have honestly come
to termswith. Advani’s statements were a
reminder that Indian history isnot a sim-
ple black and white story of heroes and
villains that it is often made out to be. Jin-
nah was at one time considered an am-
bassador of Hindu Muslim unity. Jinnah
may be held responsible for furthering
communalism in Indian politics by in-
sisting on thinking of representation in
communal terms and then pressing for
partition. But that is not incompatible
with the claim that Jinnah wanted a Pak-
istan that was not a theocracy.

Indeed, if anything, Advani’s refer-
ences to Jinnah’s statements at the eve of
independence were a reminder to Pak-
istanis about how far they had strayed
from Jinnah’s ideals in their urge to ém-
brace militant Islam. While Jinnah has
been revered as a founder in Pakistan,
many of his statements and pronounce-
ments that suggest that he would have
been uncomfortable with the kind of Is-
lamic Republic Pakistan subsequently
became, have been a subject of embar-
rassment for Pakistan’s rulers. Advani
may have reignited the debate over the
character of Pakistan, Thisis a far greater
achievement than the Sangh, with itslack
of historical sense, will ever acknowledge.

Of course Advani may have multi-

N7y ovonnd

could be positioning himself as being
more statesman-like; he could simply
be reciprocating the hospitality he re-
ceived. And, in a back-handed way, he
could be legitimising the BJP’s own
ideology by suggesting that acknowl-
edging that a nation has an identity that
derives from a dominant religious
group is not incompatible with alle-
giance to a secular constitution. After
all, both Jinnah and the BJP want to
run a parallel version of the same story:
India as a Hindu state with a modern
secular constitution; Pakistan as a Mus-
lim state with a modern secular consti-
tution. But we have become so enam-
oured of a simplistic history, with its
easy heroes and villains, that we often
fail to notice the complicated ways in
which ideologies function, the ways in
which seemingly secular commitments
can unleash horrendous communal
politics. Advani has done the histories
of India and Pakistan a great service
by reopening the Jinnah question. Just
as Pakistan has to answer what Jin-
nah’s legacy is really about, Indians
should have a more complicated view
of Jinnah’s role in Partition. What we
heard from Advani about Jinnah was
not Advani the politician or the ideo-
logue. It was Advani the intellectual.
And he needs to be commended for
showing intellectual courage, at least
on this occasion.
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Ready for

Remarks on Jinn

xt9 A

debate: Advani

evoke protests from Congress too ) P@ {V

[ i

FRUITFUL VISIT: BJP president and Leader of the Opposition L.K. Advani addressing newspersons at the airport in
New Delhi on Monday on his return from Pakistan. — PHOTO: PTI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty president LK. Advani said
here on Monday that there
should be a “debate” vis-a-vis his
remarks on Pakistan founder
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and that
he welcomed it. “I have no ob-
jection to it,” he told the media
here on Monday on his return
from a weeklong visit to
Pakistan. .

The BJP leader described his
visit as a substantial effort in
promoting India-Pakistan rela-
— tions.

Mr. Advani’s remarks on Jin-
nah being a secular leader had
created a furore and the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
openly expressed their ire.

A week ago, Mr. Advani was
given a warm send-off by party
leaders, and he also carried the
good wishes of the RSS. His re-

turn saw an angry Sangh Parivar
wanting to know why he had
“heaped praises” on Jinnah and
distanced himself from the
Sangh’s coneept of “Akhand
Bharat” (united India).

Asked to go back

Though senior BJP leaders
were present at the airport to
receive the BJP president,
Hindu Jagran Manch activists
had put up an anti-Advani post-
er, which resented his support to
Jinnah asked him to “go back.”

“I have come to know that my
remarks have triggered a debate.
I have no objection to it; the mat-
ter should be debated,” Mr. Ad-
vani told reporters.

Mr. Advani had said that Jin-
nah, in his speech to the Constit-
uent Assembly on August 11,
1947, had favoured a secular and
non-theocratic state and was of
the view that there should not be
any difference between Hindus

“!U f)nn(

and Muslims as all were its
citizens.

Ironic, says Congress

This one speech of Jinnah’s,
according to the Congress, did
not make him “secular.” Stating
that it was “truly ironic and as-
tonishing” that Mr. Advani
should consider Jinnah secular,
Congress spokesman Abhishek
Singhvi said the former Deputy
Prime Minister should explain
to the nation his “new definition
of secularism.”

“For Mr. Advani as for Mr.
Jinnah as was for Veer Savarkar,
secularism justifies a two-nation
theory and electorates divided
on the basis of religion. Perhaps,
Mr. Advani wants Jinnah’s
brand of secularism for India,
which cannot be compared to
the secularism of Gandhi and
Nehru,” Mr. Singhvi said.

Apart from the sentimental
values attached to the country of

1%‘—"”“3

his birth, Mr. Advani said the
objective of his visit to Islama-
bad, Lahore and Karachi was to
promote the peace initiatives
taken by the BJP-led National
Democratic  Alliance (NDA)
Government.

Pakistani leaders, Mr. Advani
said, had appreciated that the
peace process started by the
NDA Government was being
carried forward by the Con-
gress-led United Progressive Al-
liance Government.

He said that since the India-

Pakistan problems were dec-
ades-old, it required “patience”
to arrive at solutions. Besides
Pakistan  President Pervez
Musharraf, Mr. Advani also met
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
and Foreign Minister Khurshid
Kasuri.

More reports on Paqe 12
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ATAL-ADVANI ERA OVER, SAYS VHP

Tough test for
“ BJP chief.”

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 5. — BJP president
Mr LK Advani is set to face a stiff resis-
tance from both within his party as well
as the Sangh Parivar when he returns
home tomorrow after his week-long trip
to Pakistan.

Though his media managers are work-
ing hard to dilute the controversy gener-
ated by his remarks on Babari Masjid’s
demolition and his calling Mohammad
Ali Jinnah an “ambassador of Hindu-
Muslim unity,” the VHP is bent on laun-
ching a campaign to demand Mr
Advani’s removal from the BJP presi-
dent’s post. Mr Advani’s remarks have
also upset many senior BJP leaders who
admitted that the statements have
demoralised and confused the BJP cadre.

In Karachi, Mr Advani’s aides today
defended his statements, adds PTI. They
said that “whatever he said about Jinnah
was based on his various speeches... and
there is nothing wrong in what he said on
the Babari demolition... he had been say-
ing this for a long time.” They distributed
excerpts of Jinnah’s speech to the Cons-
tituent Assembly on 11 August, 1947,
from which Mr Advani had quoted exten-
sively at Jinnah’s mausoleum yesterday.
He had described Jinnah as a “great
man” who had espoused the cause of a
secular Pakistan and a “rare individual
who actually created history”.

But the RSS and the VHP are not
pleased. Mr Advani’s statements were
“meant to deceive the people of the
country and distort history,” charged
VHP president Mr Ashok Singhal and
added that “the era of Atal and Advani
is over and Sangh Parivar has to chalk
out the future of BJP”.

Demanding an immediate change in
the BJP leadership, Mr Singhal alleged

Ahat by deviating from the RSS’ theory of

Of peace & par var...

KARACHI, June 5. — Mr LK Advani today
rebuffed the “Akhand Bharat” proponents and
said Partition cannot be undone. in an
apparent reference to the Sangh Parivar, he
said critical viewpoints on ties between the
two countries should neither be dismissed
nor disparaged. Aiming to strike a balance
between peace and the parivar, he said while
addressing a function here that the hardening
of positions among certain sections in India
and Pakistan were rooted in history and “this
is the reason why even well-intentioned
moves for peace are often viewed with
suspicion and met with disapproval on both
sides”” He appealed to those involved in the
peace process 10 “give due weight to these
critical viewpoints”. — PTI

“Akhand Bharat™ by saying that “Paki-
stan was an established fact of history,”
Mr Advani was only “trying to throw dust
into the eyes of the people”. The VHP
chief said: “How can Jinnah, who put
forth the two-nation theory, be termed
secular? There is no Hindu who does not
know that Pakistan was formed because
of Jinnah and Advani did the unthinkable
by paying floral tributes to him.”

In Nagpur, RSS chief Mr K Sudarshan
tonight declined to comment on the
remarks. He said he endorsed the views
of RSS spokesman Mr Ram Madhav,
who said yesterday in Bangalore that
such statements were against the RSS
ideology and they would like to know in
what context were the statements made.

Also today, Mr Singhal met the
Union home minister and was under-
stood to have expressed apprehensions
about a threat to his life. Mr Singhal
refused to divulge details, but said: “In
the present scenario, with all the peace
moves being made between India and
Pakistan, the threat has increased.”

More reports on page S
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ITH LK. Advani jeopar-

dising the Sangh broth-

erhood’s nationalist
plank by accrediting Mohammad
AliJinnah, the force behind the two-
nation theory, as a ‘secularist’, the
BJP was in the throes of a major cri-
sison Sunday. While the Sangh pari-
var offshoots demanded the resigna-
tion of Mr Advani from the BJP’s top
post, his party leadership was finding
it difficult to defend the party presi-
dent’s re-appraisal of Jinnah.

Mr Advani, who flaunted his
‘naya dil' in his public appearances
in Pakistan, in the process also
.| adopted the Wagah candle lighters’
‘| views on Partition and the Indo-
Pakistan divide as his new gospel. It
was precisely this historiography
that the BJP and the parivar have
been ridiculing all these years. Ig-
noring the historical fact that Jinnah
had mustered the forces to fight the
Hindus and the British for a Muslim
homeland and undermined the
theme of ‘one country, one natiory’,
the BJP president donned the neo-
secularist garb during his visit to Jin-
nah’s mausoleum and wrote in the
visitor’sbook; “There are many peo-
ple who leave an inerasable stamp
on history. There are very few who
! actually create history. Jinnah was
one such rare individual. Sarojini
Naidu, a leading luminary of India’s
freedom struggle described Jinnah
as an ambassador of Hindu-Muslim

unity. His address to the constituent
assembly of Pakistan on August 11,
1947 is really a classic, a forceful es-
pousal of a secular state in which,
while every citizen would be free to
practice his own religion, the State
shall make no distinction berween
one individual and another on
grounds of faith.”

It was dear that Mr Advani was
swept off his feet by melodrama in-
volvedin hisinteractions in Pakistan
and film songs such as ghar aya mera
pardesi during banquets in his hon-
our. Many in the party see his latest
attempts to appease the hysterical
secular opinion as one that stems
from his anxiety to create the right
ambience that can accommodate his
Prime Ministerial ambitions. This
existential crisis has been forcing
him to frequently underplay his role
in the demolition of the disputed
structure at Ayodhya (he used to de-
scribe the structure as an ocular
demonstration against the Hindus)
as well as the image of a hard-liner.

That it contradicts his past and

~Advani throws saffron in
o o 1 4 C‘( L o
crisis over Ian eéhlogles

Our Political Bureau -'%Q ik
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known views becomes dearer
whenone peruses an artide penned
by Mr Advani on the demolition.
Sample this: “It is worth recalling
that Toynbee had expressed sur-
prise that the government allowed
several intentionally offensive
monuments raised by Mughul and
British rulers to remain even after
Independence. Toynbee, while de-
livering the Azad memorial lecture
had observed: In the course of the
Russian occupation of Warsaw, the
former had built an Eastern Ortho-
dox Christian Cathedral in the Cap-
ital of the once independent Roman
Catholic country, Poland. The Rus-
sians had done this to give the Poles
a continuous ocular demonstration
that the Russians were now their
masters. I do not greatly blame the
Polish government for having
pulled down the Russian Church.
The purpose for which the Russians
had built it had been not religious,
but political, and the purpose had
also been intentionally offensive.”
But Mr Advani’s current speech
writer Sudheendra Kulkarni does
not appear to be familiar with these
known views of his principal.

Mr Advani will be required to ex-
plain the “rewriting” of history when
hemeets 200 senior party leadersata
study camp in Mumbai’s Rambhau
Mhalgi Prabodhini on June 10. The
familiar route politicians take when
faced with similar situations ‘blaming
it on the media’ will not be available
for Mr Advanias TV channels are still
relaying his Karachi sound byles.//
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RSS questions
dvani's remarks

on Jinnah

“The cadre is unhappy and confused”

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHE: The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh is not at all
overjoyed by the Pakistan ‘yatra’
of Bharatiya Janata Party presi-
dent L.K. Advani.

It is unhappy that the hero of
the ‘rath yatra’ from Somnath to
dyodhya has described Decem-
ber 6, 1992 — the day the Babri
Masjid was demolished — as the
“saddest day in my life.” RSS
leaders, on Saturday, were even
more stunned by the praise lav-
fshed by Mr. Advani on the Fa-
ther of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, virtually suggesting that
he considered Jinnah secular.

JPeople angry’

+ Speaking to The Hindu over
telephone from Bangalore, RSS
$pokesperson Ram Madhav
gsked: “Who was responsible for
t.he Partition of India along reli-
gious lines? What Advaniji said

e

in Karachi and earlier was not in
line with RSS thinking. The
cadre is unhappy and confused,
the people are angry. When Ad-
vaniji returns we will find out
exactly what he said.”

Mr. Madhav was not at all
pleased that when Mr. Advani
visited the Jinnah mazar (mau-
soleum) in Karachi on Saturday,
he was reported to have talked of
Jinnah’s wish to see Pakistan
emerge as a secular nation. “Ev-
ery child who has read history in
this country knows that it was
the policies of the British, the
Congress party, and, above all,
Jinnah that led to the Partition
of this country,” Mr. Madhav
said. “If one man was responsib-
le for the creation of Pakistan, it
was Jinnah.”

Referring to Mr. Advani’s
mention of Jinnah’s Presiden-
tial address to Pakistan’s Con-
stituent Assembly on August 11,
1947 in which Jinnah favoured a
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secular state as against the Is-
lamic state that Pakistan is now,
Mr. Madhav said that a man
should not be judged by one sen-
tence or a single action. His life
and beliefs had to be taken in
totality.

Two days ago, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad leader Ashok Singhal
criticised Mr. Advani’s remarks
on the Babri Masjid demolition
as the “saddest day” in his life.
He wanted to know what his
Ayodhya ‘rath yatra’ was all
about and whether his demand
that a Ram temple should be
built at the disputed site could
be achieved without bringing
down the masjid at the spot.

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Javadekar was tight-lipped on
Saturday. Asked to comment on
Mr. Advani’s praise for Jinnah,
his response was: “No com-
ments, how can a spokesperson
of a party comment on what t
party president has said.”
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Advani’s makeover
. N : %
WQQ{:@ Attempt to improve his Kfage G\

The press on both sides of the western barder are talking
about the ‘image makeover’ being undertaken by the lea- -
der of the Opposition and president of the BIP, LK Advani.
Apart from an exercise in confidence building between feu-
ding neighbours, Advani’s six-day trip is being seen as a way
to shed his hawkish anti-Pakistan, and importantly, the
stridently pro-Hindutva and anti-Muslim image which has
stuck to him for the last two decades. But visiting the Faisal
Mosque in Islamabad will not wash away the image of
Advani presiding over the demolition of the 400-year-old
Babari Masjid in Ayodhya in December 1992, etched firmly
in many minds. No one can forget the backing he gave to his
protege Narendra Modi as thousands of Muslims were killed
in Gujarat only two years ago. Remembering the shared
history of India and Pakistan as he visited the ruins of Taxila
is not enough. It will be hard.

Advani’s trip should be viewed as an official visit by a lea-
der of the Opposition to a foreign country, and never mind
the sentiment of it being the land of his birth. His language
and movements are certainly in line with diplomacy shown
by a senior politician visiting Pakistan in an atmosphere of
peace.and reconciliation. There is no question but that once
Advani returns to Indian soil, he is unlikely to carry a chan-
ge of heart with him or a change of politics. His commitment
to Hindutva and the Ramjanambhoomi cause is steadfast. It
is true that in the light of Atal Behari Vajpayee’s decision not
to fight the next elections, BJP's main prime ministerial
candidate is Advani, and for him to be acceptable to all NDA
allies he does need to soften his image. It is not enough to say
that the Babari Masjid demolition was the saddest day in his
life, or that Gujarat riots were an aberration to make people
forget the past.
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RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

Lahore, June 2: BJP chief
L.K. Advani today said his
party had accepted the emer-
gence of India and Pakistan
as two separate, sovereign
and independent nations as
an “unalterable reality of
history”.

Observers believe this is
the second-most significant
political statement from Adv-
ani during his Pakistan trip.
The first was his description
of December 6, 1992 — the
day the Babri mosque was de-
molished in his presence —
as the “saddest day of my
life” at a news conference in
Islamabad on May 31.

Addressing a function or-
ganised by the South Asian
Free Media Association here
this evening, Advani said he
made this statement because
“there are still some miscon-
ceptions and false propagan-
da about what the BJP thinks
of Pakistan”.

The “propaganda”, he
added, “has no legs to sta-
nd(on) now” because it was
the BJP-led NDA governme-
nt that kick-started the peace
process and continued it for
the six years it was in office.

“Even now when we are
in the Opposition, we have
been supporting it equally
vigorously,” he said.

Sources close to Advani
said a section of the Pak-
istani establishment and in-
telligentsia believed that the
BJP still opposed the two-na-
tion theory, which was the
basis of Pakistan’s emer-
gence as a nation-state.

The RSS’s oft-repeated
line of creating an “akhand

clea}/s
rﬁtlon

Bharat”, which would in-
clude Pakistan and Bangla-
desh, reinforced this notion.
As the home minister and
deputy Prime Minister in the
NDA government, Advani
had warned Pakistan not to
“overstep its limits” after the
Pokhran blasts and later
spoke of pre-emptive strikes
on terrorist hideouts in Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir.

Today, he used the media
forum to suggest a shift in his
stand. “Both Indians and
Pakistanis have to recognise
and respect each other’s de-
sire for sovereignty, security,
prosperity, unity and territo-
rial integrity of their respec-
tive countries,” Advani said.

“No solution to any of the
outstanding issues between
India and Pakistan, includ-
ing the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir, can work if it
erodes the sovereignty, secu-
rity, unity and territorial in-
tegrity of the two countries.”

The BJP chief also made
it clear that the Opposition in
India will work in a “spirit of
consensus” with the
government for any mutual-
ly acceptable solution to
pending issues.

The submission was cons-
idered significant as there
was an apprehension in the
ruling establishment in Pa-
kistan that if the BJP-led Op-
position refused to cooperate
with the UPA government on
policy matters, the peace pr-
ocess might not go forward.

On Kashmir, Advani said
any eventual solution would
have to be acceptable to India
and Pakistan and to “all sect-
ions of the diverse communi-
ties that constitute the state”.
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/Vlajpayee throws
¢ his weight v, i\
5"“ pehind Modi”

Bhuntar (Kullu): Firmly backing Gujarat
chief minister Narendra Modi, former
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
Friday gave a veiled warning to the Centre
against any move to dislodge his govern-
ment, saying public opinion was with him.

“Those who had failed to defeat Modi
through democratic means were trying tac-
tics like appointing a
committee to prove the
state government’s role
in the post-Godhra riots,”
Vajpayee told reporters
on arrival here near Kul-
1u for his annual sojourn.
He said those who were
trying to dislodge Modi
“through undemocratic
means’’ should know that
public opinion was with
him.

Vajpayee’s remarks as-
sumes significance in the
wake of the Centre ap-
pointing a group of min-
isters to look into the
charges levelled by sen-
ior Gujarat police official R Sreekumar
against Modi with regard to the handling of
post-Godhra riots.

During his sojourn in Manali last year,
Vajpayee created a flutter within BJP cir-
cles by attributing the defeat of the BJP-led
NDA in the Lok Sabha elections to some ex-
tent to the continuation of Modi as Gujarat
chief minister.

A statement by the then party chief M
Venkaiah Naidu that BJP had won the as-
sembly polls in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan after the Gujarat ri-
ots further added fuel to the controversy
which died down soon with Vajpayee re-
tracting his statement and the party stand-
ing like a rock behind Modi. rn
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Left Is Not Right
For Growth;
Advani Tells UPA

New Delhi ]
TUUIsMAY

EEKING to drive a wedge in

UPA near the completion of

its one-year rule, BJP presi-
dentL. K. Advani on Wednesday
cautioned Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh that his “depend-
ence” on communist support
would prove to be a “liability” in
achieving double-digit growth,
unless the latter were margin-
alised. “In national interest, 1

| wish to caution Prime Minister

Dr Manmohan Singh that your
dependence on communist sup-
port will prove to be a liability for
anything good you may wish to
do,” Mr Advani said, addressing
CII's annual session and national
conference here.

He stated that the first thing In-
dia must do to achieve a “double-

A

igit inclusive growth” was to
“marginalise the ideological and
political influence of the commu-
nists, for their policies will neither
deliver inclusive growth nor dou-
ble-digit growth”. Expressing
BJP's readiness to support the
government on any reform vital
for India’s economic progress, he
commented: “NDA is being con-
stantly run down..What [ am
particularly concerned about is
that political illiberalism is now
leading the government to a pol-
icy of vindictiveness”.
Launching a blistering attack
on the Left, he said: “It is indeed
ironic that those whose dogmatic
policies are a prescription for in-
reasing poverty, perpetuating
backwardness and promoting
corruption and bureaucratism
should be talking about ‘inclusive
growth’. Contrary to the propa-
ganda of our communists here,
the Soviet Union never achieved
high growth nor banished want”.
Giving “credit” to Dr Singh for

... blames
slow growth
on Nehru ,

_Our Political Bureau

NEW PELHI 18 MAY

BJP president LK. Advani, on
Wednesday, took exception to
the attempts to equate the
low-rate regimes of the first
three decades of independent
India with a “Hindu rate,”
claiming that it was Jawahar-
lal Nehru's policies and the so-
clalist legacy which caused a
drag on the economy during
that period.

Mr Advani, atthe same time
sought to praise the Vajpayee
government, of which he was
a part, for taking the economy
out of the traditional mould,
and bringing it into the high
growth rate bracket. “By the
same logic, it should be possible
to call the 6-7% GDP growth
rate that India has now begun
to achieve also as the new Hin-
durate of growth,” he argued.

He added: “Is it anybody’s
contention that some non-
Hindu entity was responsible
for achieving this higher rate
of growth after the 1990s? Af-
ter all, it is under the govern-
ment led by the BJP, which is
usually described as the ‘Hin-
du nationalist party,” that we
Indians recently demonstrat-
ed that we can achieve an 8%
GDP growth rate.”

Mr Advani proceeded to tell
the corporate bigwigs assem-
bled at the CII meet that he
was “raising these questions
because, conscously or sub-
consciously, the word ‘Hindu’
is sought to be associated with
low achievement.” “I am
proud to be a Hindu and I am
proud to be an Indian. And as
Mahatma Gandhi said, my
pride in India stems principally
from my pride in Hinduism,
which teaches me to respect all
faiths,” Mr Advani said.

initiating India’s economic

- “transformation” in 1990s, Mr

Advani maintained that the
country could break the chains of
under-achievement. —PT1
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New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI: Business in both
Houses of Parliament was dis-
rupted for the second day in a
row on Tuesday over the Rail-
way Minister, Lalu Prasad, with
the Opposition demanding that
he withdraw his “allegations”
against Sangh Parivar organisa-
tions in his suo motu statement
in Parliament on the train acci-
dent near Vadodara. Leading the
Opposition charge was the for-
mer Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who also wanted Mr.
Prasad to take moral responsib-
ility for the accident and resign
from the Union Cabinet.

The demand for withdrawing
portions in the statement charg-
ing the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad with at-
tacking him during his visit to
the accident site was rejected by
Mr. Prasad in both Houses. As
for his resignation, Mr. Prasad
told the Rajya Sabha he would be
willing to resign if there was a
law to this effect. Also, he sought
to know why Mr. Vajpayee had
not dismissed the Modi Govern-
ment after the Gujarat carnage.

Minister’s counter

Referring to the Opposition
demand for his resignation after
charges were framed against
him in a fodder scam case, Mr.
Prasad in the Rajya Sabha quot-
ed Mr. Vajpayee’s statement of
December 7, 1999, while defend-

ing continuation of 1..K. Advani,
Murli Manohar Joshi and Uma
Bharti as Central Ministers after
charge sheets were filed against
them in the Babri Masjid demo-
lition case on the ground that
filing of charge sheets was not
sufficient reason for removal of
the Ministers.

This was reiterated by the
Minister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Suresh Pachauri, in
the Rajya Sabha, during the
course of the day. Also, reacting
to the Leader of the Opposition,
Jaswant Singh’s observations
against Mr. Prasad, he said, in-
stead of targeting the Railway
Minister, the House should have
debated the responsibility of
State Governments in providing
security to visiting Union
Ministers.

While the Lok Sabha was ad-

on: Vajpayee

[ W|II if there is a law to that effect, says Railway Mlmster

journed five times without con-
ducting any business except the
tabling of papers, the Rajya Sab-
ha saw a sharp deterioration in
relations between the ruling and
opposition benches to the extent
that some members of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) and
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
had to be physically restrained
during Question Hour. Howev-
er, business was conducted in
the afternoon in the Upper
House after the Opposition
staged a walkout.

Though Opposition members
referred to the fodder scam in
their slogans against Mr. Prasad
in the Lok Sabha, the former
Prime Minister confined himself
to the accident and the related
suo motu statement while ad-
dressing the House amid inter-
ruptions. Intervening after the

first adjournment, Mr. Vajpayee
— referring to his own associ-
ation with the RSS — said the
Railway Minister should have
been more responsible while
preparing the statement instead
of making such accusations. De-
manding Mr. Prasad’s resigna-
tion on moral grounds, Mr.
Vajpayee said: “If this House has
to run, then a minister like Lalu
Prasad should not be there.”

Echoing Mr. Vajpayee’s views
in the post-lunch session, the
Leader of the Opposition, LK.
Advani, said Bihar had been
freed of a “leader who had de-
stroyed it for 15 years.” This
plunged the House into further
chaos with RJD members pro-
testing the statement as the BJP
again laid a siege of the well of
the House resulting in three suc-
cessive adjournments.

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party on Tuesday demanded
that the Centre and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
keep a tab on attempts at
“horse-trading” of MLAs being
allegedly made in Bihar to cob-
ble together a majority to form
a governnient.

Addressing the press here,

‘Centre, CBI must monitor Bihar situation’

the BJP Parliamentary Party
spokesman, V.K. Malhotra, said
that about 110 legislators were
with the Janata Dal (United)
leader, Nitish Kumar. He ex-
pressed apprehension that the
RJD chief, Lalu Prasad, could
trigger a “horse-trading” of
MLAs. “There is an urgent need
not only for the Centre to re-
main vigilant but also for agen-
cies such as the CBI to keep a

watch on the situation in Bihar.
The RJD, the Congress and the
LJP might prevent Mr. Nitish
Kumar {from] forming a gov-
ernment.” Referring to the raid
on the house of the RID MP,
Mohammad Shahabuddin, at
Pratapur in Siwan district and
the seizure of arms and ammu-
nition, Mr. Malhotra said Mr.
Shahabuddin was “Mr. Prasad’s
trusted lieutenant.”
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: been unanimously elected

'Vajpayee backtracks .on Advani

nb“

New Delhi: Making a U turn on s\
remarks that it was for L K Advani to
decide on continuing as BJP pres\-
dent, former Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee today said his views
have been misinterpreted and made
it clear that he wants him to contin-
ue in the post.

As a controversy raged whether he
had suggested that Advani should re-

: tire to make way for younger leaders

to take over, Vajpayee, in a statement
here, said, “A wrong meaning is be-
ing given to my replies to questions
put by reporters yesterday. I .
have not said anything that
could ¢reat&-a controversy
over continuance of Ad-
vani as BJP President.”

: Advani, the former
{ Prime Minister said, has

as president a few months
ago and is heading the par-
ity successfully “We all
i want him to steer the party
{ in future too,” the former
i Prime Minister said in his
i brief statement.

Breaking his silence on
: the suggestion of his bitter
i critic RSS chief K S Sudar-
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had on Tuesday said, “It is a good
suggestion. I am not holding any
post. I am not doing much work.
Nowadays I don’t have any work.”

‘ arshan lauds’Atal

BJP createll a furore in the party

whetlzer Advani should step
down, he had said, “It is for him and
the party to decide.”

Meanwhile, the party on Wednes-
day ruled out any change till Advani
completed his full tenure. “There is
no question of any change till Advani
completes his full tenure. The party
is not at all considering any change,”
senior party leader Jaswant singh
told reporters in New Delhi.

Asked about Vajpayee’s remarks
endorsing RSS chief K S Sudar-
shan’s statement that both he and
Advani should give way tc
the second rung leadership,
he said, “The party has to
tally and categorically reaf
firmed its faith in the lead
ership of both Vajpayee and
Advani.”

and the Sangh Parivar, on Wednes-
day sought to assure former PM Va-
jpayee by lauding the performance
of his government. it (the NDA
goveriment headed by vajpayee)
was the first non-congress govern-
ment which successfuly completed
its term, he told reporfers at a funic-

tion in viratnagar, about 40 kms from here.

Sudarshan; who had in an interview toa TV chan-
nel last week said he would not rate Vajpayee as
among the best prime ministers India had, said his
remarks to the channel were “wrongly interpreted”
and published. »n

THE TIMES OF INDIA

On Vajpayee’s remarks
that the second generation
is ready to take over; he said
the very term “second line”
has been coined by the me-
dia. “He (Vajpayee) is the
most experienced and
world renowned leader we
have. There is no ambigui-
ty. The party has reposed
its total and exemplary
faith in their leadership,”
the leader of opposition in
Rajya Sabha said. e L o
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1 have no post
?,\ to abdicate! x\ ‘“
v says Vaj Jpayee

% New Delhi: Reigniting the debate over :
' the leadership of BJP, party stalwart Atal
i Bihari Vajpayee on Tuesday gave a sur- |
. prise endorsement to the suggestion of |
i his bitter critic RSS chief K S Sudarshan |
' that the party should be headed by the
. next generation of leaders.
This was the former prime minister’s
. first direct reaction to the RSS chief’s at-
tack on him and his family in a recent TV
interview in which he had asked agmg
- leaders Vajpayee and BJP President L K |
i Advani to make way for the younger gen- |
eration of leaders.

The statement had caused an uproar in !
the Sangh Parivar after which the BJP
leadership had closed ranks behind the °
“big two” of the party.

The 80-year-old Vajpayee chose the first
day of the resumption of the budget ses-
sion of parliament to say that he agreed
with Sudarshan as far as he was con-
cerned but added that he did not hold any
post in the hierarchy. As for Advani, he
said it was for him and the party to decide.

“Achha paramarsh hai. Main kisi pad
par nahin hoon. Main to pehle he kuch kam
nahin kar raha hoon. Aaj kal mera pass

. koyi kam nahin hain. (It is a good sugges-
tion. I am not holding any post. I am not :
doing much work. Nowadays I don’t have

. any work),” he said in reply to a question

. on Sudarshan’s remarks after the BJP par-

* liamentary party meeting here.

On whether Advani should step down, he
said, “Advaniji ke bare me, Advaniji faisla

. karenge, aur party faisla karegi (about Ad-
vani it is for him and the party to decide).”

To a question on the second line of lead-
ership in the party, Vajpayee said, “It is
ready at any time to take over and it is
necessary for them to take charge.” Asked

* about Sudarshan’s remarks that when he
(Vajpayee) was the Prime Minister he did
not do much on the Ayodhya issue, Vaj- .
payee said, “It is his opinion. Everybody :
has the right to form an opinion.”

On the second affidavit filed against |
¢ former defence minister and NDA con- :
venor George Fernandes in the supreme |

" court, he said, “They (the government)

. have to take it back.” rn

N
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BJP’s Gen Y ready to
ays Atal

take over, s

NI

Endorses RSS chief’s suggestlon but leaves decision to Advani

HO AFTER ADVANI?

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 19

AFTER DAYS of silence on RSS
chief K.S. Sudershan’s call for
him and BJP chief L K. Advani
to pass the baton to the party’s
younger, second-rung leader-
ship, Atal Bihari Vajpayee to-
day lobbed the whole guestion
of leadership change up in the
air — but taking care to dis-
claim any say in the matter.

The 80-year-old former
Prime Minister said as far as
his own retirement was con-
cerned, he fully endorsed Sud-
ershan’s suggestion. But if Ad-
vani too should call it a day was
up entirely to the party and Ad-
vani himself, he said.

He also explained that Sud-
ershan’s remarks couldn’t ap-
ply to him since he held no par-
ty post. “Achha paramarsh hai.
Main kisi pad par nahin hoon.
Main to pehle he kuch kam
nahin kar raha hoon. Aaj kal
mera pass koye kam nahin
hain. (It is a good suggestion. I
am not holding any post. I am
not doing much work. Nowa-
days I don’t have any work).”

“The second line of leader-
ship in the party is ready at
anytime to take over,” he
added, implying that it was for
Advani to decide on the timing.
The subtext was: the issue
couldn’t be postponed on the
plea that second-rung leaders
were not prepared to take
charge, BJP insiders said.

Advani refused to comment
on Vajpayee’s remark. But par-
ty leaders said it could step up
the pressure on him and speed
up the pace of events towards a
leadership change.

Though Advani had sought to

MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI
For: Close to Sangh Parivar,
strong Hindutva image

Against: Seen as old guard —

tough, inflexible leader

PRAMOD MAHAJAN _
For: BIP’s organisational
man, was close 1o Vajpayee,
Advani

Against: Embroiled in too
many controversies

SUSHMA SWARAJ

For; She is Sangh's one-time
favourite and close to Advani
Against: Has problems getting
along with other leaders

o o o0

UMA BHART!
For: Hmdutva icon-with

Agalnst: Failed to fnake itas
administrator. Unpredictable

AR

ARUN JAITLEY

For: BIP’s Mr-Clean. Close to -
Advani, pro-reforms
Against: Preoccupied with
things like cricket, law

- o -

NARENDRA MOD!
For: Styled himself as
Hindutva icon and tough
agministrator

Agalnst: Ghosts of Gujarat
riots won't leave him

i 0 i o, i 20 e e e e o e 0 e O 0 e

9 DARK HORSE None of six mentioned here may make it. Chosen one will have to have Sangh’s
u confidence, cadre’s respect and should be able to deliver in a state like UP

step down after Sudershan’s re-
marks, he was advised by senior
leaders to do nothing drastic.
But, given the BJP’s depend-
ence on the RSS, the party can’t
completely ignore Sudershan’s
views. Now, with Vajpayee open-
ly supporting change, the issue

cannot be put off much further.
One view in the party is that
Advani himself may take the
initiative for a leadership
change when the party’s silver
jubilee culminates in its ma-
haadhiveshan, a three-day rally
in Mumbai from December 28.

After all, Mumbai was the
venue in 1995 when Advani
named Vajpayee as the BJP’s
Prime Minister. In 1996, Vajpay-
ee became PM in the 13-day gov-
ernment of the BJP, which had
to bow out because it fell short
of the required numbers.
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THE POLITICS OF IDEOLOGY

No longer any

family secrets

The Sangh’s role in nation-building is
a laudable one. Yet to build a globally
competitive India, the RSS needs to

.relate to a wider world
S GURUMURTHY product? This needs some history.
Pandit Nehru, the most popular
N arare interview to the media  leader after Gandhiji, had almost
I last week, RSS chief K.S Sudar-  made it his personal agenda to finish
shan put the BJP on the back  off the RSS. He outlawed it and
foot. Sudarshan’sremarksforcedthe  turneditintoa political untouchable,

RSS general secretary to step in to
clarify that the RSS had high respect
for Vajpayee and Advani and
wanted the latter to remain as BJP

president. The unusually open re- -

marks of the RSS chief surprised
even the detractors of BIP. But why
did Sudarshan speak the way he did?
It calls for some background.

It was the RSS-Advani combine
which turned a BJP with just two
seats in the Lok Sabha into a mighty
political force. Advani’s rath yatra
from Somnath to Ayodhya proved a
political coup. This put the BIP
ahead of the Congress, but, still
could not make the BJP rule the
country on its own. So a time came
when the BJP had to decide between
waiting to get the numbers to rule on
its own and diluting itself to secure
allies to rule. It opted for the latter
mode. Well ahead of the 1996 polls
Advani, on his own initiative, de-
clared that Vajpayee would be the
BJP’s prime ministerial candidate.
This was calculated to leverage on
the trans-RSS image of Vajpayee to
secure trans-ideological allies. With
Advani providing the ideological
comfort to the RSS and Vajpayee
providing assurance to the ‘secular’
allies, the BJP managed to add many
unlikely allies including the DMK
and the Ttinamool Congress, which
negated the RSS but accepted Vaj-
payee.

That is how the BJP remained in
power for six years. Why does a
Karunanidhi or Mamta reject the
RSS but accept Vajpayee, an RSS

though later he did partly make
amends and invite the organisation
to participate in the Republic Day
parade in 1963. Later, however, In-
dira Gandhi unleashed a war on the
RSS. From then on abusing the RSS
became the political index-of one’s
commitment to secularism and mi-
norities. This is how minority-centric
politics began demonising the RSS
in the publicdomain. Yet, the organ-
isation grew in strength every time
the government banned it. Never-
theless, the wrong perceptions cre-
ated about the RSS continued to af-
fectits larger acceptability.

Thisiswhere the political work of
RSS- through the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, later the BJP did the chumn-
ing for the Sangh. RSS’s increasing
strength manifested in the growth of
the BJS/BJP which competitive poli-
tics could not ignore. A CPI had to
partner the Jana Sangh in Bihar in
1960s. Along with the BJP the CPM
had to support the VP Singh govern-
ment in 1990 when the Ram temple
movement was at its peak. Thus the
BIS/BJP proved a rewarding invest-
ment for the Sangh,

But in 1998 a new situation
emerged. Itwas the other way round,
the BIP getting others’ support to
rule. That is their tacit acceptance of
the RSS and soft landing of the RSS
in national life. The only man who
could achieve this for the RSS, and

did it, was Vajpayee. He admitted

many timeshe was a Swayamsevak at
heart. But he was an admirer of Pan-
dit Nehru too. He was comfortable

Two houses,

alike in

dignity

There are numerous examples of co-opera-
tion between the Congress and Sangh
Parivar. The anti-democratic hatred
towards Hindutva is a creation of the Left

TARUN VIJAY

HEKHAR GUPTA touched

the right chord when he advo-

cated a ‘bus’ between UPA
and NDA, (‘We need a UPA-NDA
bus? IE April 9) and the idea should
be discussed and taken forward.
Presently only the animus seems to
be ruling our minds. Most Indians
would like to move ahead for a bet-
ter future rather waste their time in
watching useless googlies against
each other for petty political gain.
Atterall, for peace we always need to
£0 an extra mile. The UPA govern-
ment recently greeted with flowers a
General who was singularly respon-
sible for undoing a peace mission to
Lahore and thrusting a war on our
country. The same rulers treat their
own political colleagues with such
disdain and contempt that affidavits
are changed and CBI is called to en-
sure they are targetted without
mercy for a simple reason—a differ-
entideology.

A shankaracharya is tortured in
the name of law without any appar-
ent reason or substantiable charge,
other known and proven criminals
are given a cabinet berth-lawfully.
The obsession of the ruling clique to
banish people of a particular ideol-
ogy to some sort of kala pani is so in-
tense that decency, grace and even
- formal courtesies have become
taboo. Makes one wonder if democ-
racy means Stalinism for the treasury
benches, or creating Gulags for dis-
senters. New India can be run far
more efficiently without such ex-
treme postures,

When in Fifties, Pandit Nehru
visited London, there was a black
flag demonstration against him by
Indians. This was severely criticised
by none other than MS Golwalkar
thc_ the_n sarsanghchalak of the RSS’
saylng it’s an act of treachery as our

Prime Minister represents the
whole of country. Did that spirit
found any resonance?

A Congress is not hesitant to
shake hands with a DMK, till re-
cently the principal accused in their
leader’s brutal assassination, invite
an Indian Muslim Leaguer to join
the government, get support from
Communists who have not balked at
using abusive language against
Gandhi, Nehru and Subhash Bose.,
But the same Congress does not
think that those who stand for na-
tionalism and who governed the na-
tionfor sixyears under the same con-
stitution are even ‘eligible’ for a
warm hello. Congress leaders boy-
cotted the birthday of Shyama
Prasad Mookerjee in parliament
while LK Advani and Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee regularly paid rich tributes to
Rajiv Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehry
on their anniversaries. Why should-
n't be they seen together in each
other’s sukh-dukh? Will the people
stop voting them for this ‘sin’? Why
can’t India’s development be the fi-
nal, basic meeting point and who-
ever gets the majority moves ahead
with his ideas and idealism taking
along those who couldn’t make it in
the electoral battle.

A good step by Manmohan
Singh should be praised by Vajpayee
and Advani’s support should be
taken seriously by Sonia Gandhi,
Keep your other points of disagree-
mentand criticism alive, but treat In-
dians as fellows till they are seen
working against the nation. Reform-
ing judicial and administrative pro-
cedures, halting the march of cor-
ruption, helping the economy to
grow, the list of issues demanding a
collective push is endless. And wedo
have some shining examples to take a

cue from. When the leader of Jana
Sangh, Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyay was asked post elections how

Toofartoofast,
Vajpayeeji .-

Vj aitted many time, he

was a swayamsevak at heart. But he was an
admirer of Pandit Nehru too. He was comfortable
with both, though others saw this as a contra-
diction in him. He understood that the reality of the
RSS was different from the perceptions about it

withboth, though others saw thisas a
contradiction in him, He understood
that the reality of the RSS was differ-
ent from the perceptions about it.So
as a personal political alternative he
carefully cultivated a trans-RSS im-
age. This is what helped to lure allies
to the BIP later. Just as the BJP
needed Vajpayee to secure the allies,
the allies also needed
Vajpayee as an ex-
cuse to support the
BIP.

many of his candi-
dates have won, he
simply replied, all
those who have won
are my candidates.
Different party or ideology doestr't
mean the two camps should become
implacable enemies. Upadhyay and
socialist leader Ram Manohar Lo-
hia were good friends and together
they issued a historic statement on
Akhand Bharat. In 1962, Nehru’s

government had invited RSS -

swayamsewaks to participate in the
Republic Day parade in Delhi in full
uniform and during 1965 war Shastri
requested RSS cadres to help con-
trol traffic in Delhi, so policemen

The BJP and onress have emerged as two

forced the BIP to reformulate its
agenda tosuit hisimage - thusunder-
mining the very political escalator of
the BJP, the Ram temple movement.
The complex nature of the coalition
stalled the Ayodhya agenda, disap-
pointed the RSS cadre. Added to
that, the performance of some BJP
ministers did not do RSS proud. The

RSS, which was

seeking ap alterna-
Yive polftical cil-

ture, found it diffi-

cult to digest this,

[ Kashmir.It’s no se-

| cret that RSS
leader Bhaurao
Deoras and PV
: Narsimha  Rao
were firm friends. Congressmen like
Sardar Patel, Shastri, Tandon, Sub-
hash Bose have all been praised by
members of the Hindutva family.
Gandhi visited the Wardha shakha,
Vinoba Bhave once said he is a ‘non
member’ member of the RSS, JP
took all support from RSS and even
praisedit. Vajpayee nominated a se-
nior Congressman to head a high
level committee for China. Are
these bad examples? The hate ele-
ment in the Indian polity is a major

Had the RSS expectations been
more moderate, the disappointment
levels would have been considerably
less. Greater expectations only
meant more disappointment. So the
Vajpayee government lost many
loyal friends. The BJP had to pay this
political cost for leveraging on Vaj-

" payee.

Sudarshan was giving open ex-
pression to the views of thousands of
disappointed ideological loyalists.
Here he was perhaps right. Yes, the
Sangh family had also to pay its share
ofideological cost to keep the BJP in
power. But it also gained substan-
tially in terms of popular acceptance
transcending its ideological confines.
Itopened up for the RSS constituen-
ciesdenied to it by the political estab-
lishment, for interaction with the
world at large. Those ideologically
different from the RSS also under-
stood the necessity to work with it
handle it, thus ending its isolatior
and increasing its general acoeptabil
ity. For an organisation that aims tc
build the nation into a global power
larger acceptability beyond its idec
logical fault lines is crucial to accor
plish its mission. So thewider accej
ability which the RSS gains throu
political process is thus critical for 1
RSSagenda.

The RSS does not seem fi
conscious of the vital contribu
that the BJP makes here to the ]
agenda. This iswhat Sudarshan’
mark on BIP and Vajpayee
firms. But more critically the inci
also undermines the functioni
the RSS and allied organisatio
anideological family. The adhe;
of RSS and parivar regard their:
large conglomerate of massand ¢
organisations working for natio
resurgence subsuming narrow int
ests. Ina countrywhich hasa histo,
impulse to disunite, the RSS pariv.
is a welcome contrast. In this sens.
the Sangh work is building an alter-
native behavioural model which may
proveanational asset in this compet-
itive world.

Itswork of character building and
nation building should not be im-
peded. Will the fallout of Sudarshan’s
remarks be this realisation in the

Sangh @mﬂy” Will they introspect?

Thewriter can be contacted at
c urthy.net

BJP and Congress have emerged as
two distinct pan-Indian political
poles. Together they can change the
face of India dramatically and her-
ald a new era of healthy democracy.
The BJP’s description of Manmo-
han Singh, as the ‘weakest PM ever’
didn’t bring any gains. Dr Singh is
working against tremendous odds
and being praised globally. He
makes us all proud. Conversely, to
use cheap words against opponents
and hurl chappals at portraits is not
democracy. If nationalists can be
comfortable with Jayalalithaa,
Karunanidhi, Farooq Abdullah
(whose father was even accused of
having conspired to ‘kill’ Shyama

distinct pan-Indian political poles. Together they can change the

face of India dramatically and heral

d a new era of healthy democracy.

The BJP’s description of Manmohan Singh, as the weakest PM ever,

didn’t bring any gains.
opponents and hurl slippers at p

could be freed for defence duties.
During the 1971 Bangladesh war
Jana Sangh leader Vajpayee praised
Indira Gandhi and in Nineties PV
Narasimha Rao sent a government
delegation under him to represent
India at a Geneva conclave on

contribution of the Communist
movement that has always shared its
dais and political space with a for-
eign organisation or ideology but
has never been genuinely friendly
with any Indian party,

It is an undeniable fact that the

Conversely, to use cheap words against
ortraits Is not democracy

........................................

Prasad Mookerjee in Srinagar jail),
and Mamata Bannerjee, nothing is
impossible for the sake of a greater
goodof our own people.

Thewriter can be contacted at
tarunvijay@vsnl.com
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ORMER  Prime  Minister
FAlal Bihari Vajpayce on

Monday ook the Indo-Pak
peace process outside the terrain
of political contest by backing the
efforts of the Manmohan Singh
government. After a meeting
with Pakistan President Pervez
Musharrai, where the  lartter
paid handsome tributes to the ini-
tiatives of the previous NDA gov-
ernment, Mr Vajpayee said the
two countries should consolidate
the current progress,

While seeking the BIP veter-
an’s backing 1o the normalisation
road map, the Pakistani President
acknowledged the former’s con-
tributionin the restunption of the
peace talks. He was candid
in admitting that the peace jug-

LA, w_g_‘, —

w 1e

gernaut had startedrolling d\lrjng

Indo-Pak p
have Vajpayee’s blessin

eace efforts

Mr Vajpayee's tenure as Prime
Minister, and sought the latter’s
blessings in bringing it to a
successful end.

“Indo-Pak cricket ties started
during your time and improved
thereafter, and Trespect youalot,”
Mr Musharraf teld the former
Prime Minister, adding, “l am op-
timistic that you'd give full sup-

'a('»\; \ ‘," y

\

S

.. portonevery stibject that is taken
" up between the two countries.”

Mr Vajpayee was accompanicd
in the meeting by former finance
minister Jaswant Singh and for-
mer national security advisor
Brajesh Mishira, two leaders who
had helped him steer foreign pol-
icy through the rough and tum-
ble of the post-Kargil days.

In a move that clearly showed
that the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment’s peace efforts had all-
round, bipartisan support, the
former Prime Minister told Mr
Musharrat that the exerdse
should continue unhindered.

“Jo naya adhyaya shuru hua ha
woh agey bhi zaari rehna chaliye
{the new chapter that has begun
should be carried forward),” Mr

/ajpayee told reporters after the
30-minute meeting with Mr
Musharraf, who called on him at
his residence.

v
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- Advan
position...

iji

Sar;anghchalaks of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) are normally content to remain in the political shadows, patriarchs of cultural and
nationalist ideology rather than commentators on day-to-day politics. Yet KUPPAHALLI SITARAMAYYA SUDARSHAN, who became head of
the RSS in 2000, has presided over the organisation at a time of dramatic shifts in the RSS-BJP relationship, and is known for speaking his mind.
Suc_jarshan has not shied away from controversy, often taking potshots at the former Vajpayee-led NDA government on issues ranging from
appointment of bureaucrats to economic policy. In a rare interview to SHEKHAR GUPTA, Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express, on NDTV 24X7's

W You are very media shy.

The reason is that as children
we would sing a song.

(Recites the song)

m This song means shun the me-
dia and fame, and work to make
the nation strong.

Once a person becomes public-
ity-conscious, he loses his way; he
just wants to see his name in print.
That’s all he wants. Work is no
longer a priority. To give you an
example, during a flood, several
leaders visited the spot. They
stood in knee-deep water and
asked: ‘“Where is the photogra-
pher?’ All they wanted to show
was that they were there.

W Just as ministers who under-
take an aerial survey.

Yes. They just want to show
that they were there. But that does
not solve the
problem. We have
to be like stones in
a foundation and
help build the na-
tion. Our people,

ONTHE

'K'S SUDARSHAN

Walk the Talk, Sudarshan elaborates on his disenchantment with the BJP |

leave politics. There are a lot of
party workers who have left poli-
tics to come to the Sangh.

@ Are there any senior politi-
cians who should come back to
the Sangh?

We have taken some back.
Some have come back to Sangh.

B I would like to especially talk
about Kalyan Singh, Uma
Bharati. They are spoiling the
BJP’s image, do you agree?
Uma Bharati has two person-
alities. In her last birth she must
have been a yogi, which is why
even as a six-year-old she would
give pravachans on the Bhagvad.
But in this birth, she has been born
into a not-so-cultured family. The
best in her comes out when she
gets a platform or is faced with a
challenge. Her speech against the
no-confidence mo-
tion in the Lok
Sabha was the best.
But on the other ex-
treme she behaves
like a child, she is

t.herefore, work in obstinate. I've told
remote areas for : her this. I've known
social causes. —RS._S chief ammen €7 fOr 2long time.
!Thjny-ﬂxree of your organisa- M What did she say when you
‘tions are working “at various “térderr

places. She didn't say anything. But

Pve lost count, but there must  she heard me out.
be at least 33-34 important ones. A
person is teaching in Dharchula. M Does she listen to you?

Who goes to that place in Hi-
machal Pradesh?

m Is that why the RSS leadership
maintains alow profile?
Yes.

B But those who come into poli-
tics, like BJP leaders?

That is the nature of politics.
People in politics have to be in the
public eye, in the limelight. The
danger is that they may end up
only seeking fame.

B Have you seen people getting
lost, like so many people in poli-
tics, from RSS?

Yes, people lose their way, but
that does not surprise us. Politics
is a game that has elements of jeal-
ousy, anger, covetousness, fame.
That's why a lot of people get
spoilt. So, if someone adheres to
our principles while in politics, we
take it as a victory.

® Do you think most of the peo-
ple who've gone into politics
from the RSS have been able to
stick to its principles?

Some have been able to do it,
but others have lost their way.

m Have you thought about why
this has happened? -

No, no. This is politics. In 1962,
at an election meeting Deen Dayal
Upadhyay was asked what was
the guarantee that after coming to
power the Jan Sangh would not
become corrupt. Upadhyayji
replied that there is no guarantee.
Power is intoxicating; whoever
gets it wants more.

& When the BJP was in power
for six years, some of its leaders
were part of embarrassing con-
troversies. They were from an
RSS background, even the dissi-
dents — Kalyan Singh, Uma
Bharati. The common view was
that the people from RSS would
be disciplined.

It’s not like that. Even though
people are from the Sangh, they
are human. They can be influ-
enced by a lot of factors. If a person
gives in to outside influence, he
may be spoilt. Chances of this hap-
pening in politics are more than in
any other sphere of life. All we say
is that our values were not strong
enough in the person.

@ What are you doing to correct
this?

Yes, she does.

mIf so, you must be the only one
she listens to.
That’s okay.

# Can somebody with this atti-
tude, whether you call it a dual
personality or confusion, be
made a chief minister?

Once she was in the BJP, it was
the leadership’s prerogative to
give her what they liked. But, very
soon she realised that something
was wrong. She was told that
she’ll have to meet people, but the
sheer number of people who came
to meet her scared her. And in
front of all the reporters she
started crying. She knew that it
would not work. And that’s why
we told them to send her where
there’s a challenge and make he:
primarily do party work.

m What about her boycott of Ad-
vaniji’s meeting?
Yes, that was wrong.

m The party’s image as well as
the RSS’s image was sullied.

Not the RSS’s image, she is not
amember of the RSS.

@ But she’s identified most with
RSS, whether it is her clothes or
what she says.

She is identified more with the
VHP People call it Sangh Parivar
but they should actually call it the
vichar parivar (family of ideas). All
organisations are independent
from the Sangh. People don't un-
derstand that. They think that if
RSS says it, itll happen. But that
is not right.

B But in the cusp of the RSS and
politics, two people who most
symbolise it are Uma Bharati
and Govindacharya. There has
been talk that they have spoiled
the image of the Sangh.

At one time they wanted to get

o

There should be a generational shift in BJP. We are
telling them to move aside and bring in new people...

When | met him (Vajpayee), | told him, get new people and
watch them. Keep an eye on them and see the new

leadership stand up in front of your eyes... We think
both of them (Advani and Vajpayee) should step aside

married. But, Bhaurao Deoras told
them that it wouldn't be good for
them. So, they didn’t go ahead. He
then called Swami Vishesh Tirth,
chief acharya of the Madhav Sam-
pradaya, to Amarkantak and Uma
Bharati was given sanyas diksha. [
was also present. Later, after she
became chief minister, she told a
reporter that Govindacharya was
like a brother to her and that was
the only relationship the two of
them shared.

® What was the harm in their
getting married?

It wasn’t meant to be. Bhaurao
Deoras felt it was wrong and she
took sanyas.

# But people comment that they
do  everything  together.
Whether it’s politics or dissi-
dence against Atalji.

No, there’s nothing like that.
That's their independent thinking
and they act according to it.

m Govindji is a senior leader,
he’s vocal, intelligent; so when
he criticises the BJP on its 25th
birthday and says that BJP has
lost its way...

He’s not in BJP anymore.

£ Yes, | said -things about Bra]esh Mishra and they Wereabs‘olutely g

' right, he gotvery angry. rajesh Mishra had ties with both

m Do you agree with his points
of criticism? '
What points?

m That BJP has lost its way and
that it has forgotten the Hin-
dutva path.

VHP has also been saying this.

B You just said that VHP and
RSS are separate.

Yes, they are separate. VHP and
BJP are also separate, But the
point is they had to be part ofa
coalition. After the elections, there
was a debate on whether the BJP
should or should not form the gov-
ernment. ‘

® You wanted them to form the
government? N .

We wanted it. Because the
other option wasn't acceptable, a
foreign woman being made the
PM. That wasn't good for our
country. So, I told him that you
should be the PM. And so they had
to compromise. They had to put
aside their own agendas of the
Ram Mandir, Article 370 and the
common personal code.

B What is the balance sheet of

the BJP-led NDA's six-year rule?

»

First, as soon asthey came to
power they made India a nuclear
power and this got India prestige in
the world. Moreover, they did it
with such stealth that even the US
spy satellites didn’t getto know.

& When did you learn about it?

Later. We knew that during its
13-day rule the NDA had spoken
to experts and told them that they
wanted it done. The scientists had
said that once they win the vote of
confidence and give the go-ahead,
it would take a month of prepara-
tions after that.

B They didn’t talk to you about
the consequences?
No, they didn’t speak to us.

B Did they tell you after the 13-
day rule?

During the 13 days, they found
out that they would need amonth

to get it done. Next time that had

the month.

B What were their other

achievements?
As a fallout of the nuclear tests,

this bother them.

h the BJP and Sonia Gandhi. We told

sponsibilities — he's the national
affairs advisor. To do ju:

the US got angry and imposed:
sanctions, but the NDA did not let t

eadership.

B Then the US tried to improve
the relationship.

The US took the first step. The
US thinks that its biggest enemy is
China, and India is the only one
capable of standing up to China.
But at the same time, the US is
also helping Pakistan.

# But the NDA government and
this one, both have been work-
ing to improve ties with China?

While improving relations, you
should keep the national interest
inmind.

# So, according to you the NDA
government’s biggest achieve-
ments have been its policy on
national security and foreign af-
fairs?

Yes.

B Was the NDA right in the way it
handled Pakistan?

Pakistan’s identity depends on
its enmity with India. And if this is
removed then Pakistan will be fin-
ished. Pakistan’s administrators
know this very well. If the people-
to-people relations improve, then
Pakistan will not be able to sur-
vive. This whole partition is artifi-
cial. They blame India for all their
problems. For example, in

Bangladesh the price of salt had
soared to about Rs 4-5. When the
experts were asked for a reason,
they said because of India. When
asked the price of salt in India, the

professars replied; Re 1. So; the*. . clod

poor man said theny why don'twe

becomé India, Thatis the beliefof

the common man.

® The common man believes-
that the Sangh does not want re-
lations with Pakistan and China
to improve. Do you agree with
the policies that the NDA gov-
ernment followed and now the
Dr Manmohan Singh govern-
ment is following?

We don’t want the national in-
terests to be harmed in any way.
There should be no compromises
on that. Today, Pakistan is sending
militants trained in PoK to Kash-
mir to terrorise people. Musharraf,
under pressure from the US, has
banned terrorist organisations.
Even so, they (militants) are being
trained in PoK.

# What will India gain if rela-
tions with Pakistan improve?

If the image improves among
the common people, then Pak-
istan will be finished. So, our
gameplan should be to try and im-
prove relations.

@ That is why the Army is al-
ways in power in Pakistan.

Yes, the Army is always in
power. More importantly, they
have removed all the madarsas
from there. However, the chief of
all madarsas has said, ‘We have
been banned in Pakistan but we
will continue in India.’ In border
areas we have madarsas where
Pakistanis come to study.

m Do you support the peace
talks with Pakistan?

Yes, our only worry is national
interest. If Pakistan keeps promot-
ing terrorism, we will not support
the peace talks.

mI'll re-phrase the question. Are
the peace talks begun by Atalji
and taken forward by Manmo-
han Singh, in India’s national in-
terest?

Yes, we should have peace with
all our neighbours.

m What is happening right now,
is it in the national interest?
Right now, they are promoting
terrorism. Terrorists are coming
here after being trained there.

M You believe terrorism has not
come down at all? Two Army
chiefs and two PMs have said
that infiltration has come down.

It has come down because of
border fencing. in Jodhpur, Army
personnel told me that it (infiltra-
tion) has come down. But PoK’s a
mountainous region and people
keep coming in. The Army has
made the right arrangements but it
should be given full powers. Un-
der international laws, if a coun-
try promotes terrorism in another
country, the latter has the right to
wipe out all terrorist areas.

W What is the final solution for
India and Pakistan?

There is only one solution, Pak
should leave PoK. It is the only so-
lution.

B It’s being said that the LoC
would be the solution now.

We don't agree, because it will
not end there. It will whet their ex-
pansionist hunger; they would
want more — the whole of Kash-
mir.

M But there has to be give and
take in a compromise?

Give and take, why? They were
the ones who attacked.

8 Like this, there will be a war.

Last time, when there was a
bomb explosion, the Army had
said let us go and we will destroy
the whole area. But at that time,
we didn'’t have the courage.

the time be-
, of nuclear

® Nuclear war is not an option. *
That’s okay, but -what'sthe.
guarantee that they won't do.it:
even after acquiring nucjeat
weapons. There’s no guarantée,
Pakistan has converted all fi
money into Euros, so the US,
no control over it anym

B The BJP has been there for 25
years and the RSS for 80 years.’
There’s a generation gap be-

tween the two. Where do yoy:
see BJP in the future and where

do you see BJP-RSS relations?

The whole Sangh has been
told that a new leadership should
be allowed to emetge.

B The BJP should also have a

generational shift?

Yes, there should be a genera-
tional shift in BJP also. We asked -

them, ‘Till when are you going to
be there?

B Atalji has been saying again
and again that he’s tired and
getting old. v

Yes, we are also saying it. We
are telling them to move aside and
bring in new people. We are telling
them, as seniors advise the
younger generation. i

m So it’s time for some people to
retire in the BJP?

It's also a matter of age. It (gen-
erational shift) should happen. It
has happened in RSS. When Bal-
asaheb in RSS got tired, he gave
the reins to Rajju Bhaiyya.

B When Atalji says, ‘I'm tired, I
should retire’, do you agree?

Yes, I've been saying it for a
while now. When I met him, I told
him, get new people and watch
them. Keep an eye on them and
see the new leadership stand up in
front of your eyes. See that they
stand properly.

@ There are a lot of new leaders,
from the RSS also, who don’t
match the RSS culture — a pen
wotth Rs 1 lakh, a watch worth
Rs 5 lakhs, a car worth Rs 25
lakhs.

Those are not the people who
should be brought to the fore.
They should bring people who can

N

convey the right values. It’s their
job to find these people. It’s their
jobto find the right people.

m If it’s only about age, Advaniji
is not much younger than Atalji.
We think both of them should
step aside. And after stepping
aside, they should watch the new
leadership come up. They should
keep an eye and see that the new
leadership is coming up properly.

N Whom dovyou see coming up
in the BJP?
It’s their job to think about it.

m The NDA-BJP was in power for
six years, it achieved some
things. On others — Ram
Mandir, Article 370 — it couldn’t
make progress. What was the
level of communication be-
tween the RSS and the BJP in
these six years?

They never consulted us. We
did not go to them either. But
whenever we felt something was
wrong, we would speak to them.
We told them to be in constant
touch with the other Sangh organ-
isations. Everyone understands
that there are limitations and
they’d have to work within these
limitations.

& But some people abused
them.

.. That was because there was no
dialogue. What could these peo-:
ple have done? So they said what
they wanted.

# But the language they used.
We told them, you have to con-

trol your tongue.

H vere you Nuit by tne Kinua or

language that was used against
Vajpayeeji?

i | .
 she's obstinate ’

Yes, we told them to watch
their words. Criticism is okay, but
calling names is not.

® Do you remember a time in
the six years when you had to
tell the NDA that it had done
something wrong?

I had written a letter to them
asking them to meet representa-
tives of the Vidyarthi Parishad,
which had a list of 74 demands,
and look into their problems. At
that time, Murli Manohar Joshi
was there. He agreed to some of
the demands and for the rest he
set up a committee, which would
look into the demands and make
suggestions.

m Did you tell them that you
were not satisfied with any of
their foreign policies?
Whenever it’s about national
interest, we did tell them. For ex-

)

has never let his son ondaughter take

We don't think he's (Vajpayee) done anything great. Atalji has
taken some good decisions, but he cut himself off from

everyone, didn’t communicate with anyone. This angered them and

it gave the impression that a big fight was going on... He improved

the prestige of the country, but he could have done a lot
more... We didn't say it but we wanted new people to come up

ample, when Hindus were being
tortured in Bangladesh, we met
them and told them that they were
not doing anything, and that’s not
good, because who else will care
for the Hindus.

@ Did theydo a.nytiﬁnga&eryou
told them?
. They heard us, but they didn’t

eduy v altyuuiyg.
asked them what they were going
to do, they didn’t have an answer.

¥yiinar o vve

m There were two types of lead-
ers in the BJP government —
one from RSS backgrounds, like
Advani, Vajpayee, Murli
Manohar Joshi, and the other a
new lot — Jaswant Singh,
Sushma Swaraj,” Yashwant
Sinha, Arun Shourie. Did you
feel the performance of people
with a non-RSS background was
better?

It was good. Sushma Swaraj’s
performance was good. Arun
Shourie became controversial be-
cause of disinvestment. We told
him not to disinvest firms that are
making profits. Disinvest only
those running in losses, we didn’t
have a problem with that.

® The feeling was that leaders
from the RSS were playing the
game of the corporate lobby.
No, definitely not, there’s no
question of the corporate lobby.

& Didn’t your people play the
game of the corporate lobby
over telecom?

No, telecom is a part of our
country.

H Pro-Reliance, anti-Reliance,
pro-Essar, anti-Essar?

We said that you should not let
foreign players come into telecom.
You say 50 things over a phone;
those 50 things should not get into
the wrong hands. That would not
be right. It should stay with the
government.

B What do you see as the future
of politics — BJP leaders, leaders
with an RSS background or non-
RSS background leaders?

All we want is the right people.

B Do you want the BJP to widen
its reach?

The BJP hastodoit. Ifithasto
be in politics, it will have to go to all
kinds of people. They’ll have to
take new people with them.

B And there will have to be a
generational shift?
Yes, there will have to be.

B You have seen politics for a
long time. Who do you think are
the greatest leaders of the na-
tion?

When Nehruji came to power,
everything he did was not in the
natior’s interest. When the three
defence chiefs met him and told
him their needs for the next 10
years, he said that there is no need

for an Army because we will not
attack anyone.

RMWho are the two-three greatest
leaders of the nation?

Indira Gandhi, her plus point
was that she never gave in to pres-
sure. But she was self-centred. And
so whatever she did, she did to
keep herself in power.

M But you think she was a great
leader. ) i

Yes, from the national interest
point of view, we believe that she
was good, but there’s another side,
she was self-centred. The reason
was that as a child she lived in
Anand Bhavan. Anand Bhavan is
very big and she imagined ghosts
in the rooms there. Another thing,
she grew up with servants. So
whenever she wanted something,
they would give it to her. She got
used to getting her own way. And
because she was scared, she kept
saying that all these people are at-
tacking us.

® When I asked you about great
leaders, you first mentioned In-
diraji.

Indiraji knew how to find the
right people. Only if she had taken
decisions in the national interest,
India would have got a new
Chanakya.

B Name another significant
leader?

Narasimha Rao, because he
was the only one who ruled for six
years without being a part of the
Nehru clan.

# Atalji called him guru ghantal.
He was that in politics. But he
put aban on the Sangh.

M Both the leaders you have

%

B He didn’t say anything in pub-
lic?

He didn’t say anything in pub-
lic. He said that this is the first time
we've got power and we should
make it work. We said being in
power is not the only goal.

W You haven’t named Atalji in
thelist?

We don't think he's done any-
thing great. Atalji has taken some
good decisions, but he cut himself
off from everyone, didn’t commu-
nicate with anyone. This angered
them and it gave the impression
that a big fight was going on.

M According to you, will Vajpay-
eeji be named when the history
of this nation is written?

It will depend on the person
writing it. It is difficult to assess
the achievements of contempo-
rary personalities. Maybe after 30
years someone will make the right
assessment.

m If you are writing the history,
will you write about him?

He improved the prestige of
the country, but he could have
done a lot more. He didn’t do it.
For instance, on the Supreme
Court’s decision on Ram Janmab-
hoomi, he could have given it
(undisputed land) back but he did
not.

m Did you consider a leadership

change in the last government?
We didn’t say it then but we

wanted new people to come up.

® Did you ever think the PM
should be changed in those six
years?

No, we didn't think about it. It is
the BJP’s job to think about the
PM; we just advise them.

B

mentioned are from the Con-
gress. Name someone from an-
other party, your group?

In our group, Advaniji has the
administrative ability. But he did
not want to be an alternate source
of power. So he never opposed
Atalji in public, even on decisions
that were not in our interests.

B On which issues did you tell
him to talk to Atalji?

For the Bangladesh issue. We
told him to speak to him about the
atrocities being committed on
Hindus.

@ This is significant. You have
named Indiraji, Narasimha Rao,
Advani, but you say that Atalji
did some great things but he
could have done more. So can
we say Atalji has denied himself
greatness.

It's difficult to say. The histori-
ans will decide. We can’t say any-
thing.

M What is your view right now?
We are very clear that Atalji did
things to improve the prestige of
this country, but he should have
kept the lines of communication

S

with everyone open and that he
didntdo.

# Since you criticised him a lot
after Tehelka, the feeling was
that there was a lot of tension in
the Sangh.

The Sangh is aware, notices
things and says it. At baithaks we
would explain it to him.

B You were getting complaints?

We would tell the BJP that peo-
ple are angry, and the only solu-
tion is to talk to them.

# Did the public criticism tar-
nish your image?
We didn’t criticise in public.

8 You did after Tehelka.
What did we do after Tehelka?

M You said things about Brajesh
Mishra.

Yes, Isaid things about Brajesh
Mishra and they were absolutely
right, he got very angry. Brajesh
Mishra had ties with both fronts.
He had relations with both the BJP
and Sonia Gandhi. We told them,
you have given him two responsi-
bilities — he’s the national secu-
rity advisor and also foreign affairs
advisor. To do justice to both he’ll
need 36 hours but there are only
24 hours in a day. Since he’s
served abroad let him be foreign
affairs advisor, find someone else
for national security advisor.

M You were absolutely sure?
I said it at a meeting in Delhi.
He got very angry because of it.

M Didn’t you feel that you were
interfering in matters of gov-
ernment?

No, we just told them what we
thought was in the national inter-
est. To do it or not was their
choice.

B And then, you spoke about Va-
jpayee’s family.

When he became the PM, we
told him that you are old and you
need somebody to take care of
you. It’s good that your son-in-law
is taking care of you. But don't let
him interfere in party affairs or
government affairs. He replied
what you are saying is right but it’s
alittle difficult.

® Why was it difficult?
We didn't ask.

® After Tehelka, you said some-
thing.

Alot of things were brought to
our attention.

B You told Atalji about these
things?

We told him, but he had his
compulsions.

® What did he say?
He didn’t say anything.

m Did he ever say don’t say all
this, it’s unfair?

We never said anything out-
side.

W He told me people were
falsely accusing his son-in-law.
Yes, he said that. He said people
are just trying to malign his name.
So, we said if people are saying it,

when Rajiv Gandhi won the
elections.

No, this is wrong. At the time
of Rajiv Gandhi, there was a sym-
pathy wave, because Indira had
just been killed. So, he got a ma-

jority.

® The RSS was disillusioned
with the BJP. The BJP had said
that RSS is talking about Gand-
hian socialism.

Yes, it said that if you leave
your vote bank with them, it
would be wrong.

# You don’t agree with Gand-
hian socialism?

It’s not about Gandhian social-
ism. Gandhiji never talked about
socialism. These are opposite
viewpoints. Gandhiji talked about
decentralising power but social-
ism talks about centralised power.

B And the second was in Kerala.
You have said it earlier too that
the RSS helped the Congress to
defeat the Marxists.

Yes, in 2001 we told the BJP to
put up 40 candidates in the elec-
tions and that its main.aim should
be to get two-three of them into
the Vidhan Sabha, so that they
would have a voice. But the lead-
ership wanted to field candidates
from all places. Since the contests
would be close, and given the
RSS’s violent struggle with the
Marxists, we had to do something.

W Vayalar Ravi came to meet R
Hari.

In Cherthala in 1991, he came
at midnight. He wanted us to join
him but we told him to come back
indaylight.

mHehas denied the meeting.
He can say so. He hasn’t seen
me and [ haven’t seen him.

B Today, to keep BJP-RSS out of
power, Congress and Marxists
have come together. Will it ever
happen that to keep Marxists
out, Congress, BJP and RSS will
join hands?

It can happen. In politics, it all
depends on the situation. Nobody
is a permanent friend or a perma-
nentenemy.

# And no one is untouchable?
No one is untouchable.

B But you are considered un-
touchable right now?

We can't do anything about it.
Earlier the Congress was the focus
of all opposition. Now it's BJP.

W You don’t rule out this kind of
an alliance? This turnaround
can happen in politics?

Yes, it can happen.

B So, Congress is not untouch-
able?

We don’t consider them un-
touchable even today. The Sangh
has no politics of its own.

M And Marxists?

Sangh members can be a part
of any party that doesn’t believe in
violence and has the country’s in-
terest in mind. In 1949, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel had passed a
resolution that Sangh members
can join Congress. Nehruji was not

7
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;Hva ntage of his

That was the kind of isleal we wanted from Atalji also’

they are even talking of a fourth
world.

B One M is for Marxists and the
other M is Modi. Have Narendra
Modi’s actions marred the na-
tion’s image?

After the elections, Modi got a
majority. Gujarat’s affairs are given
undue importance.

W Marxists have also been win-
ning with a majority in West
Bengal.

They have been winning but
they haven't done anything for the
people. Modi has done a lot. And
that is why, even though all this

Advaniji has
the

o

administrative
ahility. But he did
not want to be an
alternate source of
power. So he never
opposed Atalji in

public, even on
decisions that were |
‘notin our interests.

was happening, foreigners were
still coming to Gujarat. The prob-
lem s his style. He's takes right de-
cisions, but he needs to take every-
one along.

® When the riots happened in
Gujarat, did you ever feel that it
was wrong?

I said it at that time too that a
lot of innocent people are getting
killed.

B So, you would want people to
be punished for it?

It was the people’s anger at
that time. It wasn't just people
from the BJP. It was a lot of other

-~ When he (Vajpayee) became Prime Minister, we told |
you are old and you need somebody to take care of |
good that your son-in-law is taking care of you. But
interfere in party affairs or government affairs. H

trying to malign his name (after Tehelka). We

saying it, there has to be something behind it

there has to be something behind

1t.

B RSS people told us that he is
the NDA’s Sanjay Gandhi.

I don’t know who’s said it in
RSS. Advaniji has never let his son
or daughter take advantage of his
position, he has told them to get
ahead on your own. So, that was
the kind of ideal we wanted from
Atalji also.

® In the past 25 years, it has
happened twice that the RSS
has helped Congress. Once was

in the country at that time. When
he came back, he was told that if
this happens, then the Sangh
would form its own group and dis-
place you.

® Who is the bigger enemy to-
day — the Congress or the
Marxists?

It’s not like that. It depends on
the situation. In any 'case, the
Marxists have never been a part of
this country. Now, since they are
not getting any help from China
and Russia, they are saying that it's
no use looking that way. In Kerala,

are saying is right but it's a little difficult... He sa

people.

B But 2,000 people died.
Somebody should be punished
forit.

Hindus also died in the riots.
You say the law rules. Even in the
Bombay blasts a lot of people died,
but all the accused went free.
That's the way the law works,
everyone goes scot-free.




-Atal reacts to RSS attack

‘I fear a bad name more than death’

HTC & Agencies
New Delhi, April 14

IN A veiled disapproval of the attack
by RSS chief K.S. Sudershan on him
and his foster son-in-law, former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on Thu-
rsday indicated he was pained by the
unbridled criticism.

In his first reaction to the criticism
by Sudershan, Vajpayee, in his inimit-
able style, utilised the occasion of a
speech at a function to celebrate 50
years of Geet Ramayan to express his
unhappiness over the attack.

“We are living in such times that it is
difficult to avoid being maligned. If
Lord Ram had taken birth in these tim-
es, he too would not have escaped being
maligned. “I do not fear death, but I
fear getting a bad name,” Vajpayee said
quoting a couplet from Ramayana.

Meanwhile, BJP president L.K. Ad-
vani dropped in at Vajpayee’s residen-
ce on Thursday, apparently to discuss
the recent developments. Advani went
there after paying floral tributes to the
architect of the Indian Constitution,
B.R. Ambedkar, at Parliament House
and was there for about 15 minutes,
party sources said.

Although no comments from either
leader were forthcoming, the two are

believed to have deliberated upon the
recent outburst by RSS supremo K.S.
Sudershan and VHP leader Giriraj Ki-
shore — both of whom had asked them
to step down and make way for young-
sters. Sudarshan and Kishore had also
ridiculed their six-year rule.

Neither Vajpayee nor Advani had so
far reacted to the remarks made by
Sudershan and Kishore. The former
PM may speak on the issue when he
addresses a public gathering in Pune
on the occasion of Ram Navami.

The meeting between Vajpayee and
Advani came shortly before the former
was to leave for Pune. The two are un-
derstood to have discussed if they
should react to the comments and, if
so, in what way.

Meanwhile, Venkaiah Naidu, addr-
essing reporters in Chennai on Thurs-
day, on the issue of the VHP and RSS,
said he did not want to join issues with
the VHP. “There are no differences
with the RSS and the VHP”, he said,
adding that he would not like to make
any further comment, since what had
to be said had already been said by the
party. “We don’t want to have a public
debate on this issue any further”.

To another question on the same is-
sue, he said, “We have the same good
relation with the RSS as in the past.

NOT AMUSED

Vajpayee finally reacted
saying he was hurt by the
criticism. Even Lord Ram
would not have escaped
being maligned had he
been born now, he said.

L.K. Advani met Vajpayee
at his residence on
Thursday, just before the
latter left for Pune. The
two are said to have
discussed whether or not
to react to Sudershan's
comments.

Venkaiah Naidu said he
did not want to join issue
with the VHP. Saying he
didn’t want a public
debate, he said there
were no differences

with the RSS or the BJP.

We’re proud that we draw inspiration
from the RSS”.

Naidu said he had come to the city in
connection with the party’s Tamil Na-
du unit’s two-day Chintan Baithak, be-
ginning on Friday, at which important
party functionaries would discuss next
year’s Assembly elections in the state.
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Why is Sangh Parivar angry with BJP?
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Stress was building up; differences existed beyond Ayodhya

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: Why are the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and its
many affiliates angry with the
Bharatiya Janata Party? “Sangh
Parivar ko gussa kyon ata hai?”

The RSS chief, K.S. Sudar-
shan’s outburst suggesting that
the BJP’s big two, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and L.K. Advani, “step
aside,” was not entirely unex-
pected.

The fault lines were there and
the stress had been building up
for some time, a BJP leader close
to Mr. Sudarshan said. Another
party leader directly associated
with the Ram temple movement
noted that Mr. Advani’s empha-

sis on “ideological commitment”

at the party’s National
Council - session carried no
credibility.

Loyal ‘swayamsevaks’ point
out that after rounds of ‘chintan
baithaks’ (brainstorming ses-
sions) the Sangh Parivar lead-
ership had agreed on a number
of issues to be taken up aggres-
sively by the BJP, but its lead-
ership failed to act when it was in
power from 1998 to 2004.

Inaction

The BJP could not take for-
ward the Ram temple issue for
obvious reasons — the matter
was in a court; there was a sec-
ond party, Muslims, involved in

the dispute; and the BJP’s allies
in the National Democratic Alli-
ance did not want the issue to be
raked up.

These problems did not exist
in the area of disinvestment, for-
eign direct investment in the in-
surance sector, or in
identification and deportation of
illegal Bangladeshi migrants en-
tering India.

What prevented the Vajpayee
Government from acting on
these issues is the question be-
ing asked in RSS circles.

RSS sources admit that Yash-
want Sinha became the Finance
Minister in 1998 with RSS ap-
proval after Mr. Vajpayee was
forced to drop Jaswant Singh’s

| 1
name%o that slot. At that time,
he was close to the RSS affiliate,
Swadeshi Jagran Manch, and a
proponent of ‘swadeshi’ eco-
nomics.

But after Mr. Sinha got the
job, the Manch leadership was
marginalised; its most vocal sup-
porter, K.N. Govindacharya, was
forced out of the BJP; and the
Government’s economic poli-
cies moved rapidly in a direction
opposite to what was agreed
Sangh-BJP policy. As one
‘swayamsevak’ asked, was there

|
|
|
|
|
|
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coalition compulsion to sell off !

Modern Bakery in Delhi or the
Centaur Hotel in Mumbai
cheaply?

Advani calls on Vajpayee: Page 14




The sangh parivar and the candid camera

Vidya Subrahmaniam

HAT IS it between the sangh pari-

var and the small screen? The

camera has merely to turn to-

wards a member of the family and
the secrets tumble out. Last year, Lal Krishna
Advani and Uma Bharti had a flaming row before
a worldwide television audience. Last week, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief K.S. Sudar-
shan treated the camera as if it were a close
confidante. He never thought much of Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee and the company he kept, Mr. Sudar-
shan said, adding for good measure that Mr.
Advani, once the apple of the sangh eye, did not
measure up either. In any case, the geriatric duo
was long due for retirement.

On both occasions, it was the parivar that
confirmed a truth long speculated upon in the
media but which the BJP-RSS spin machine un-
failingly dismissed as a figment of the “pseudo-
secular” imagination. Now it is official. The BJP
not only has internal quarrels to fix, it has also
messed up its scene with the RSS, Ms. Bharti’s
bitter complaints against her colleagues estab-
lished the BJP’s next generation as an undis-
ciplined, bickering lot that was not fit for
leadership duties. Indeed, the exposé caused Mr.
Advani,77, to ease himself into the party presi-
dent’s post — just months after he spoke of
bringing forth a newer, younger leadership.

Who after Advani?

Unfortunately for Mr. Advani, Mr. Sudarshan
has now demonstrated the futility of that gambit
by showing the door to the BJP chief. In one fell
swoop he has exploded the myth that Mr. Ad-
vani’s comeback was blessed by the RSS.

Taken together, the two TV episodes lead to
one question: with the second rung ruled out by
Mr. Advani, and Mr. Advani, in turn, ruled out by

KESHAV

The crisis in the Bharatiya Janata Party
is real. Yet it is doubtful if the RSS-BJP
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differences would have come to a head if | ‘k\

Mr. Vajpayee had won another term.

the RSS, who succeeds the incumbent BJP chief?
Which “young BJP leader” can carry forward the
RSS agenda? If Mr. Advani, who was thought to
epitomise loyalty to the RSS, has been decreed as
not being good enough, who else can take his
place? Assuming such a person is located, will he
or she not further undermine the decision-mak-
ing apparatus in the BJP by constantly seeking
approval from Jhandewalan?

The news point in the Sudarshan story is not
that the RSS cannot get on with Mr. Vajpayee
(which was an open secret anyway) but that it is
unhappy with Mr. Advani. A senior RSS figure
thus explains the organisation’s position. A lead-
er must possess three qualities: conviction, char-
acter, and competence. Mr. Advani met the
second criterion fully, the third partially but
failed entirely to demonstrate his conviction. As
Deputy Prime Minister, he was so busy espous-
ing pragmatism that he overlooked his duties
towards the RSS. So much so, a small matter like
Mr. Sudarshan’s request for facilities to pilgrims
visiting Ayodhya went unheeded.

That Mr. Advani reverted intermittently to
talking ideology following the BJP’s Lok Sabha
defeat only added to the RSS’ ire. A day before
the BJP’s silver jubilee celebrations, the former
Home Minister told the press that if the BJP
aspired to return to office it would have to com-
promise on ideology. Once on the podium for the
formal function he did a volte face. Mr. Advani’s
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presidential speech revolved around the BJP’s
irrevocable ties with the RSS and its ideology
(“Our inflexible stand on our association with
the RSS gave us a distinct ideological identity
about which we have never been apologetic nor
will we ever be.”) If for the better part of his
six-year-long stint in Government, Mr. Advani
advocated separation of ideology and govern-
ance, now he attributed the BJP’s defeat to its
focus on “issues of governance” and the conse-
quent neglect of its “core constituency of ide-
ological supporters.” Unsurprisingly, the RSS
fumed at this “duplicity.”

So is this the end of the road for the BJP-RSS
relationship? Not by a long stretch. The BJP
duo’s alleged lack of deference to it notwith-
standing, the RSS remains, and will remain, the
single biggest influence on the BJP. Despite his
public humiliation by Mr. Sudarshan, Mr. Vaj-
payee — the first non-Congress Prime Minister
to last six years — has been unable to defend his
record in office, much less hit back at Mr. Sudar-
shan or throw off the Sangh yoke. Mr. Vajpayee
did not embark on that path even at the height of
his popularity, when he was arguably best placed
to break with the RSS. After all, there was no
dearth of pundits who urged “Atalji” to take that
final, daring step and have his name engraved in
bold the pages of history. Far from it, Mr Vaj-
payee’s years in office is marked by frequent
capitulations to the RSS — from allowing it to

dictate the composition of the Union Cabinet to
appeasing it with various placatory statements
on the Ram temple and Hindutva, not to men-
tion Narendra Modi. Mr. Vajpayee asked Mr.
Modi to follow the raj dharma of office. But he
also asked that fatal question, kisne jalayee aag
(who lit the fire?)? Mr. Vajpayee declared him-
self a “swayamsevak” to a rapturous NRI gather-
ing in the United States and later gave the gloss
of “national sentiment” to the divisive Ram tem-
ple agenda. As for Mr. Advani, whatever his pri-
vate shortcomings in relation to the RSS, in
public perception he was ever the proud warrior,
the hero of the Ram temple movement and the
man who bound the BJP forever to the RSS.

Value of office

The BJP and the RSS are extensions of each
other. The BJP knows that alienating the RSS
would mean alienating the thousands of Sangh
workers who fetch it votes in election after elec-
tion. On every occasion that the RSS switched its
allegiance to another party, the BJP has suffered
a devastating rout. The most glaring example of
this was the general election of 1984 when the
RSS cadre shifted en masse to the Congress.
Equally, for all its fulmination against the cur-
rent BJP leadership, the RSS knows that no
other party can take it towards its ultimate goal
of Hindu Rashtra. Certainly not Sonia Gandhi’s
Congress. The RSS knows the value of office and
has made - and will make — compromises as
and when necessary.

The RSS and its affiliates experienced a phe-
nomenal surge in membership when the Jan
Sangh was part of the Janata Party Government.
Years later, with “Atalji” as Prime Minister, the
RSS’ clout increased manifold: it was now able to
influence policy decisions and place its own peo-
ple in important positions. Who can forget the
midnight call Mr.Vajpayee received even as he
was about to finalise his first cabinet? Can any
other Union Minister for Education accomplish
for the RSS what Murli Manohar Joshi so dogg-
edly and systematically did in the six years that
he occupied that crucial post?

The crisis in the BJP is real. It has severely
hurt the party’s image and its electoral prospec-
ts. Yet it is doubtful if the RSS-BJP differences
would have come to a head if Mr. Vajpayee had
won another term. There is quite a bit of play
acting here — on both sides. The RSS may rail
against the dilution of ideology brought about by
the compulsions of coalition politics but it has
never flinched from supporting coalitions if that
was the only way to access power. As far back as
1967, the RSS endorsed the Jan Sangh’s partici-
pation in coalition governments in the Hindi
belt. Power remained a goal for the RSS even
during the “dual membership” crisis that broke
up the Janata Party in 1979.

Parivar folklore has it that the Jan Sangh gave
up office to preserve its pristine ties with the
RSS. In actual fact, it was the Charan Singh
faction that walked out. The Jan Sangh not only
stayed on in the Janata Party but tried its best to
return to power by persuading the RSS to agree
to a face-saving formula. The formula was that
the RSS would itself — but only for public con-
sumption — bar its membership to holders of
elected office. At that time Mr.Vajpayee — again
as part of a deal with the RSS — wrote an article
critical of the RSS in The Indian Express. Said
the article dated August 2, 1979: “It is possible
that some people genuinely feel apprehensive
about the RSS. A certain onus accordingly de-
volved on the RSS, an onus that has not been
discharged effectively by the RSS.”

That the RSS was very much in on this prag-
matic project is evident from the fact that less
than a year later Mr. Vajpayee became the
founding president of the BJP. Years later, the
RSS backed Mr. Vajpayee for another experi-
ment in coalition governance — one that lasted
six years.



Who will come up trumps in the tug-of-war between Vajpayee and Sudarshan?

Battle lines

drawn, for
fourth time

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 12: When
RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan de-
scribed Atal Bihari Vajpayee
as the “worst” Prime Minister
India has had and called his
foster son-in-law Ranjan Bhat-
tacharyaand his principal sec-
retary-cum-national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra na-
mes, it revived memories of
another day in the minds of
the rest of the parivar.

The pet pastime in the BJP
headquarters at 11 Ashoka Ro-
ad today was counting the
number of spats Vajpayee and
Sudarshan have had, how
each of them played out and
who won and who lost.

“The only difference betw-
een the last such episodes and
this one is that for the first ti-
me the RSS sarsanghchalak
spoke his mind out freely and
that too on TV,” said a leader.

The first time when Vajpa-
yee and Sudarshan slugged it
out was when the former had
just become the Prime Minis-
ter with a legitimate majority
of his own in 1998. Vajpayee
wanted to appoint Jaswant Si-
ngh finance minister and Ra-
makrishna Hegde his home
minister.

Jaswant was Vajpayee’s ch-
oice as he wanted to hammer
home the point that contrary
to the swadeshi line on eco-
nomics his party espoused pe-
riodically, he was for continu-
ing the pro-reforms legacy left
behind by PV. Narasimha Rao.

Jaswant’s name figured on
the list of ministers sent by
Vajpayee to Rashtrapati Bhav-
an to be sworn in the following
morning. However, the buzz in
the BJP headquarters — circu-
lated by the swadeshi propo-
nents — was “there was no
way” Jaswant would become
finance minister. They hedged
their bet on Yashwant Sinha,
who had then projected him-
self as a swadeshi advocate.

Sudarshan called on Vajpa-
yee late in the night and insist-
ed on deleting’Jaswant’s na-
me. A miffed*Vajpayee first th-
reatened, to resign, then gave
in and agreed to have Sinha as

finance minister.

But Sinha turned out to be
more pro-reform in the RSS’s
eyes than Jaswant. When the
UTI “scam” dented the NDA
government’s image, Vajpayee
had Sinha swap places with
Jaswant. But this time Sudar-
shan was silent.

Round Two of the bout ha-
ppened when in 2000, at a press
briefing, the RSS chief attack-
ed Brajesh Mishra, N.K. Singh
(then special adviser in the
PMO on economic matters)
and Bhattacharya. The BJP
did not come to his aid but the
PMO issued a stiff rebuttal.
The RSS was forced to issue a
clarification that very even-
ing, claiming that Sudarshan
was “quoted out of context”.

Vajpayee scored a double
win when he managed to have
the RSS chief “banished” fr-
om Delhi’s Jhandewalan (the
RSS’s base) to the Nagpur hea-
dguarters in Resham Bagh.

From then on, a more ame-
nable Madan Das Devi dealt
with the government and the
BJP on behalf of the RSS. Su-
darshan was rarely seen or
heard but from time to time,
he used his acolytes in the
VHE Bharatiya Mazdoor San-
gh and the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch to throw barbs at Vaj-
payee and his regime. But they
went down as the “fulmina-
tions” of a disgruntled person.

In Round Three, Vajpayee
had to give in to Sudarshan
and the VHP when he agreed
to make L.K. Advani the depu-
ty Prime Minister. The barga-
in was the VHP would call off
a long-drawn agitation it emb-
arked on in Ayodhya to recla-
im the “disputed” land for the
Ram temple. When Advani lat-
er waffled on Ayodhya, Sudar-
shan and the VHP could not
swallow the “betrayal” and
found a second “enemy” in the
BJP to train their guns on.

Who will win Round Four
is anybody’s guess. The party
may have rallied around Vaj-

‘payee if only to buttress Adva-
ni’s dented position. But ever-
ybody acknowledges that Su-
darshan or no Sudarshan, the
RSS cadre is an invaluable ele-
ment during elections.

en: 1998

yWhat: Vajpayee wanted Jaswant
as finance minister

#How: Sudarshan called Vajpayee
and asked him to omit Jaswant's .

name. Vajpayee threatened

to resign

#Who won: Sudarshan. Vajpayee
relented and made Yashwant

finance minister

#When: 2000

#What: Sudarshan attacked
senior officials in PMO -
#How: PMO struck back witha
rebuttal and refused to budge
#Who won: Vajpayee. RSS was
forced to issue a clarification.
Vajpayee also managed to send
Sudarshan away from Delhi

to Nagpur

sWhen: 2002

s#What: RSS wanted
Advani to be ' made

deputy PM

sHow: The sweetener
offered was end of VHP's
Ayodhya agitation

sWho won: Sudarshan,

~ on Ayodnya

All ears cocked at

» FROM PAGE 1

When Vajpayee was reminded that he was the
NDA chairperson, he laughed out aloud.

Inthe BJP, Vajpayee’s silence was being con-
strued as “eloquent”, given the former Prime
Minister’s penchant for retaliating against
those unkind to him in the most unexpected
way and in the most unexpected place.

Everybody is waiting to see what Vajpayee
will say in Pune on April 14 when he presides
over a function to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the Geet Ramayana, a Marathi
rendition of the epic in song. Twenty-five years
ago, he graced the silver jubilee as external af-
fairs minister—— in the Janata Party govern-
ment — in the company of Sharad Pawar, who
was Maharashtra chief minister. Pawar will be
with Vajpayee again.

Admitting that the RSS-BJP equation will
never be the same after the latest controversy, a
senior BJP functionary said the party would
henceforth have nothing to do with Sudarshan
but will only deal with Mohanrao Bhagwat, the
number two in the RSS.

Bhagwat bailed the BJP out of a potentially
explosive situation by distancing the Sangh
from Sudarshan’s remarks through a written
statement. He conveyed to Advani, who is now
expected to complete his term as party presi-
dent, that whatever the sarsanghchalak said
was not the RSS’s “considered opinion”.

The BJP functionary said the incident had

though he later feit that
Advani let him down

Atal

“isolated” the leader even in the RSS. But, if Su-
darshan continues as the sarsanghchalak, it is
only to “preserve” an 80-year-old institution. “If
he is removed because he has given a wrong in-
terview, the RSS will collapse. The king can do
no wrong, his word is final. The position com-
mands that kind of authority,” he explained.

The Advani-led BJP, which had appeared
unmoved when Vajpayee decided to call it a day
at the national council last week, was forced to
rally behind the former Prime Minister after
the RSS chief’s comments. Once the party ex-
pressed its “solidarity” with Vajpayee, the RSS
figured out that as long as the “Big Two” are to-
gether — if only out of expediency —the BJPis
virtually unassailable.

The game plan of Sudarshan, who feels that
the BJP should go back to the Sangh’s brand of
Hindutva, was to use “age” as a ruse to pres-
sure Advani to step down. Sudarshan’s agenda,
sources said, was to “detoxify” the BJP of Ad-
vani and those close to him, such as Naidu,
Ananth Kumar and Sudheendra Kulkarni.

The RSS chief, it is believed, even set dead-
lines — the first in November was put off be-
cause of the Assembly polls. The second —
March 31 — was ignored.

Sudarshan had two persons in mind for the
BJP chief’s post: Murli Manohar Joshi or Raj-
nath Singh. BJP sources questioned the choice,
claiming that Joshi was “unacceptable” to the
rank and file and “lacked charisma” and that
Singh was unknown outside the cow belt.
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Try social
service,
needles

VHP

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 12: Sudar-
shan has spoken, so has his
satellite.

The VHP has emerged as
the sole voice of public suppo-
rt for the RSS chief within the
Sangh parivar, echoing him by
attacking Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee and accusing the former
Prime Minister of “torpedo-
ing” the “Hindu movement”.

Acharya Giriraj Kishore,
senior vice-president of the
Sangh affiliate, endorsed Su-
darshan’s allegations.

“The RSS chief had point-
ed to a principle. Even Nanaji
Deshmukh had set an example
in the BJP that those in power
politics, aspiring for public of-
fice, should retire after attain-
ing the age of 60,” he said, sup-
porting Sudarshan’s comme-
nts that Vajpayee and BJP
chief L.K. Advani should ma-
ke way for younger leaders.

“Vajpayee and Advani sho-
uld now guide the party and
allow the new generation to
take over,” Giriraj said here.

He also targeted Vajpayee’s
foster son-in-law Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya, saying he belongs co
an “American lobby” and had
“direct links with Italy”.

On Sudarshan’s charge
that Vajpayee and Advani did
not do enough on Ayodhya,
Giriraj said: “Both leaders did
not perform their due role.”

On whether the RSS chief
himself and the VHP’s leaders
should step down because of
age, Giriraj said they are not
holding “posts of profit”. “It is
not applicable to social service
where one can continue till he-
alth permits. Vajpayee and Ad-
vani, too, are welcome to do so-
cial service.”

Brajesh hits back

Brajesh Mishra, Vajpayee’s pr-
incipal secretary when he was
Prime Minister, has dubbed
Sudarshan’s charges “absurd,
concocted and meaningless”.

The RSS chief had said Mi-
shra was aligned with Sonia
Gandhi.

“Anybody who knows me
knows that my loyalty to Vaj-
payee has been there and will
be there,” Mishra told a televi-
sion channel.

He described Sudarshan as
a “narrow-minded person who
can be easily swayed”.
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Vajpayee
wasn’t pest
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NEW DELHI, April 11.
— The Rashtriya Sw-
ayamsevak Sangh chief,
Mr KS Sudarshan, today
said he didn’t rate Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee among
the best Prime Ministers
and criticised his foster
son-in-law for interfering
in the working of the gov-
ernment and the party.

“I don’t accept that he
(Vajpayee) did something
spectacular... what he
could have done (on
Ayodhya), he didn’t do.
He could have handed
over the land (to the Ram
Janambhumi Trust) after
the Supreme Court order
to return the land to wh-
om it belonged,” he said in
a programme on- NDTV
telecast today.

The RSS chief accused
Mr Brajesh Mishra, who
was principal secretary to
Mr Vajpayee, of having
been aligned with Mrs
Sonia Gandhi while still
functioning under the
NDA government. “When
I complained, Mr Vajpa-
yee was annoyed.”

Mr Sudarshan did a
volte-face today and said
Mr LK Advani should
continue as the BJP presi-
dent.

The BJP today said
there was no question of
Mr Vajpayee and Mr
Advani relinquishing their
posts and the party did not
take up the issue at its
high-level meeting today.

12 APR 2005
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“More muck in RSS-BJP ties

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 11

EVEN AS the RSS launched a
damage-control exercise over
K.S. Sudershan's tirade against
top BJP leaders, NDTV played
fresh tapes in which the RSS
chief attacked A.B. Vajpayee,
his principal secretary, Brajesh
Mishra, and son-in-law, Ranjan
Bhattacharya.

In the fresh excerpts of his in-
terview, the Sarsanghchalak
launched a stinging attack on
Vajpayee’s role as Prime Minis-
ter during the six-year rule of
the NDA government, his top
aide, Brajesh Mishra, and his
close family,

In the remarks played on
NDTV on Monday, Sudershan
said Vajpayee had not done
ehough for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya. He was also critical of
Brajesh Mishra and the "inter-
ference” of his foster son-in-law,
Ranjan Bhattacharya, in the
government’s and party’s func-
tioning. Though the RSS at-
tempted to undo the damage, his
scathing criticism of Vajpayee
only worsened matters for the
saffron party, which was thrown
into a turmoil on Monday.

While the former PM was sin-
gled out for brickbats, his
deputy, Advani, came in for a
good word from the Sangh head,
who felt he was a good adminis-
trator and ensured he never be-
came a centre of power.

He also praised the work of
BJP second-generation leader
Sushma Swaraj, hinting that
she could be a candidate for the
post of party president in fu-
ture. On Vajpayee, without
mincing words, Sudershan told
the channel there was nothing
outstanding about his perform-
ance as PM and he had failed to
communicate with his con-
stituency or help in the con-
struction of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

“I don’t think he did such a
good job. When he made a deci-

sion, he never took people along
with him... He didn’t do things
which he could have done as
Prime Minister.

“After the Supreme Court
judgment, he could have given
land for (building) the Ram tem-
ple, but he didn’t do that”, the
Sangh supremo told the inter-
viewer.

Sudershan also criticised Va-
jpayee’s foster son-in-law, Ran-
jan Bhattacharya, for interfer-
ence in the BJP’s affairs, while
accusing his former principal
secretary, Brajesh Mishra, of
double-dealing, saying he used
to maintain links with Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, too.

Meanwhile, following frantic
calls to the RSS brass from BJP
chief LK. Advani and other
leaders following Sudershan’s
remark on Sunday, that the par-
ty’s top two must step aside to
make way for a younger leadey-
ship, its general secretary, Mo-
han Rao Bhagwat, and
spokesman, Ram Madhay, at-
tempted a damage control exer-
cise. “The RSS has always held
the leadership of Vajpayee and
Advani in high esteem and
maintained that the party needs
their guidance and leadership
always’, Bhagwat said, while as-
serting that Advani must con-
tinue as BJP president.

In a statement issued here, he
also said he had talked to Suder-
shan over phone and had been
told he had made very “general
observations” regarding the age
factor in politics and these were
taken out of context to create an
erroneous impression.

Meanwhile, RSS chief K.S.
Sudershan’s controversial state-
ment on the BJP leadership is
likely to figure at a meeting of
BJP general secretaries to be
presided over by its president,
L.K. Advani. While the meeting
has been called to discuss the
party’s silver jubilee celebra-
tions, party sources hinted that
Sudershan’s statement might
also come up for discussion.

IN A rare, but direct, rebuttal of RSS chief
K.S. Sudershan’s views, the BJP brass on
Monday expressed total faith in the leader-
ship of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and party chief L.K. Advani.

The party also put on record that the NDA
government run by them was one of the best
ones to reject his critical remarks against the
stewardship of the government by Vajpayee.

The extent of the BJP leadership’s dis-
pleasure with Sudershan, which marks a
new chapter in the party’'s links with the
Sangh, saw senior functionaries meeting at
the residence of Advanito adopt a statement,
rejecting Sudershan'’s views.

What provoked the BJP leaders to act were
more startling remarks by Sudershan to
NDTV’s weekly show, Walk The Talk, aired
on Monday. Sudershan raised another con-
troversy, saying he did not consider Vajpayee

among the ‘Dest Prime Ministers”, though he
had failed to do anything on the Ayodhya is-
sue. Since Sudershan’s critical comments
came on top of his statement that Vajpayee
and Advani should make way for younger
leaders to take over, BJP leaders thought the
RSS chief’s criticism had to be rebitted.

Reading out a prepared statement after a
two-hour meeting, BJP general secretary
Arun Jaitley said the party had noted the
statement of Sudershan and believed the
NDA government under Vajpayee's leader-
ship was “one of the best performing gov-
ernments of the country”.

Senior BJP leader Jaswant Singh was de-
puted to Vajpayee to convey to him that the
party was fully behind him as Advani and
other leaders formulated the party’s re-
sponse. Singh left the meeting midway and
drove straight to Vajpayee’s residence. He lat-
er returned to the party meeting and ap-
prised the leaders of his discussions with Va-
jpayee. Besides Jaitley, Ananth Kumar, Sush-

K.S. Sudershan at a recent RSS meeting in Nagpur.

Lvovd BJP refuses to oblige Sudershan

Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, April 11

ma Swaraj, Pramod Mahajan, Rajnath Singh
and Sanjay Joshi attended the meeting.

The BJP leaders said Sudershan’s criti-
cism of Vajpayee, particularly his decision to
retain Brajesh Mishra as his principal secre-
tary and the role of his son-in-law, Ranjan
Bhattacharya, was not new. The Sangh had
made an issue of their importance in 1999-
2000, but Vajpayee’s threat to quit had forced
the RSS to back out. Jaitley said the BJP be-
lieved that not only had he held together a
coalition government successfully, but India
had also become a major nuclear power un-
der Vajpayee’s leadership.

“The pace of Indian economic growth was
a matter of global recognition and the NDA
government left its footprint in the infra-
structure sector”, he said. Expressing the
party’s “concern” for farmers, the statement
said the BJP was proud of the performance
of the NDA government and the meeting
reaffirmed total faith in the leadership of Va-
jpayee and Advani.

Why Sangh
is not exactly
a happy
parivar

Pankaj Vohra
New Delhi, April 11

THE CATEGORICAL assertion by
RSS Chief K. Sudershan that both BJP
president L.K. Advani and former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
should quit to make way.for younger
leadership has apparently come after
prolonged but considered delibera-
tions within the Sangh Parivar over
the past few months.

Even though the timing of Suder-
shan’s observations have left many in
the BJP red faced, since the party com-
menced its silver jubilee celebrations
only last week, the writing was on the
wall. Both Vajpayee and Advani had
been accused by several key Sangh
Parivar activists of deviating from the
Hindutva agenda.

In fact, the RSS had been under
pressure from the VHP to float anoth-
er political party and had come to the
conclusion that a long-term plan to re-
vive the BJP was needed.

It could not be immediately known
whom the RSS chief has in mind as
possible successors to Advani and
Vajpayee. There are indications
though that no one person but a group
of leaders, including Dr Murli
Manohar Joshi, may be asked to play
important roles.

It is well known that within the RSS
top leadership there has been a differ-
ence of opinion regarding the leader-
ship change.

While Sudershan and Mohan Bhag-
wat have favoured new leadership, Se-
shadri and Madan Das Devi want Ad-
vani to continue despite the fact that
the RSS was not consulted but only in-
formed when Advani decided to re-
place Venkaiah Naidu as party chief.

There are also indications that Sud-
ershan, who does not like Vajpayee
and lately Advani, may himself make
way for Bhagwat to take over as the
RSS chief. When he told a TV channel
that Vajpayee and Advani should over-
see the grooming of new leadership by
guitting, he perhaps also plans to as-
suime a similar role within the RSS.

However, what has raised eyebrows
is Sudarshan’s indirect defence of
Modi, who was described as a person
who took correct decisions without be-
ing able to carry the cadres with him.

Sudershan had last June wanted
Modi to be replaced but changed his
mind when Vajpayee criticised Modi
in order to take credit for his
removal.

Attempts are likely to be made to
salvage the situation for Vajpayee and
Advani by stating that Sudershan was
quoted out of context even though he
was on television the whole day. One
thing is certain that all does not seem
to be well within the Sangh Parivar
at least for the time being.




RSS_ u1t-call to BJP giants

NEW DELHI, April 10.
— The Rashtriya Swaya-
msevak Sangh chief, Mr K
Sudarshan, has hinted that
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
and Mr LK Advani should
retire and let younger le-
aders take over the reigns
of the BJP. He said both
the leaders should take
note of their age and rem-
ove themselves from ac-
tive command of the party.

In an interview to a TV
channel Mr Sudarshan
said: “Mr Vajpayee should
stay as senior adviser only.”
Asked whether the time
had come for “some per-
sons” to retire, he said:
“Absolutely, age is a factor
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Mr KS Sudarshan

after all.” On whether Mr
Advani was also getting old,
the RSS chief said: “Yes.”
In Nasik today, he repeat-
ed his view without nam-
ing any BJP leader.

While the BJP declined
to comment, the RSS to-
day issued a denial saying
the RSS chief’s remarks
have been taken out of

ngf\i

context and he never m-
eant to interfere in the int-
ernal affairs of the BJP.

The remarks “are taken
out of context and are not
true. There is absolutely no
discussion among RSS
leadership,” the RSS said
in a press statement.

“Mr Sudarshan, while
answering a general ques-
tion, had made a very gen-
eralised observation about
the age factor and politics
and said that senior lead-
ers should bring younger
leaders forward and guide
and advise them appropri-
ately to lead the party,”
the RSS spokesman, Mr
Ram Madhav, clarified.

“The Sangh does not
interfere in the leadership
question,” he said.

cddalN



Ll petsde EEEM%UE Ble 55 ‘Bllob 10 Iellis,,, ‘#EILIL  GOM| BId lokla DIRSE bt 2D Dlele BIBLRER ki
Wedt) ke bileile 1901e] BL)|BIIER 1G] Blle BUSSldulk SUIG eyl KOl B 1 RIS O] BElleb  kRp Fjle kedh, ‘bldb BUOIG BRIGN) Mo Blellb] ‘@Bb
LIzl B dlke(BE ‘lhdisiile @rwww&mﬁq bliefe bl 2ibRle  |fledioll 2bYz toh] Ed| leb) plballe | Sllxlia) 2Bk 2k) 1loa  (1BEElle bRk Lobd lwidie Bl
Zlole |bEIRIMbILG blkisbBile L0 Bolblien ‘Pleblle b)) blEbl fleloy Bl il RGO BIB) lolkIR) kil BRIPKEB  5QF Blplbals kbl 25 Sloid
BIEIZ lade i B\ 1M lisdliohb  BJG\ B leZlbb) Sblle |G 1pW) Sl (bRl BlERERE) Pl bll]  BIBG b-lejoib]  blednl  leqlledile  Blldibly QSN
bbby Bl ikl 2@l Ik FldAMbR B DB QlsBle bl 1O pibaln  lslied  Idte] D] BNl & lont D2gb) Bl 15D blooy SAREIED)  1EMNY Ge  lollsdBlbd) el
Eﬁwﬁ_ﬁgm&% IHeBlsb) felodB[179) QUBD hells IRl 1220 G92) o [lo 21005 OB BBId Bk 0OJ5 Blle [plbalie bl SORBIS (IR BB bisdjple
Lo [l ‘O BIG |telphle MEINTE  DIBE B¢ el BRI Shllolls  BOW Bkla 1S leltb BlOllin BN [GUS) BlRlkb) -tk 199G 1o Bl
bile piplele Blalk) BB (Bl Sl RGle M) ke Bk k) g e 4 Z@Ew tare bk Rlo @l EbIleE] 18Wed blodh ke
BoBsE lolis lelllsliells BhUGE  Bldlle)  £I¢b)  bojlelkied b (bR ZE Ble Ul bRk bas |l bl S0bG Bib
[Zlile: G Blltledio\b-lolbain Blodk Glanke ‘©h| [l
1100 lodeehob| G\ & bIZ | 1EDQ) Qlob 316\ ‘Rie bk &
B 2 kbiebbln (bIAN B |fdale 1) s blolls Sltla Sileloslic [
BUEBIED) PSS Qllel@le B4 1l ledle)  1I% el |pelisledb
g?ﬁw@@wpwﬁc&lm&w&w%w%%
GOk BlaN) loladbl bbb 4bI% E@EB?E@EW
& LB bk 2l kigla Ok 13U i eble H056 ShaOle |
Em%ﬁ%ﬁwﬁwgﬁo Ble ok 5I¢ llskle

lolealtn lefpule B0z Blleltls) BOPkEbln  bIUG loia () 3h 36 Lold Blisol
| Sl (H3I80) Glisidle-2le B3 kelid ‘Lallodb MG bolbSldulic
Blef@ib| pEISIG leqllodlitie (16U SNaMIQ lke@lo|0)
BiEbY belelielled B0 loRl)  Bjlobled) Alob e |lphle ki
B Ll bols o0&k bl bia ) blklp bE-(kb kb Bln) bk
Blob] lalle) @il 5B sl LRiISkR BB bledbe bRk kb
| itk blblballn $9¢b) ok  S4S sk Bk Bl B blbibale
lodlie bl R Bl k) -lbleliole Bl 42E)  BiEllk
B oIBlebl blel@Z W s (ia SWbEl Bld oGkl | Dabllh) S-llaib| Lilkle  blodk &Iz BlRlBE kbl leipie
Tﬁ@gwﬁﬁ?%% :@@mgw%@@ﬁﬁ S plepbiin Sbb (i 2l lola o< Ejallle “Blalle2B] &lge

Bledjgekile blik @va?’_l&.ﬁw olie Ble

SR
oy AR

d PAT{JKA

a ‘Z/‘i \

RN A,



.. stdnoas 1s110119)
BIpUI-TIUE 0} I3[3YS SUIAIS
Jo Aotjod sy dn Sutpuim pue
Sfeuorjeu St JO UOnEY
-ut dojs 01 Sureaade £q ysim
$,eIpuU] $93e20.Id10aI YSapel3d
-ueg adoy ap,, ‘Usepeidueyg
pue erpu] usamiaq suoneral
A[puati} 99s 03 seysm Jrd
a3 ‘pPres Weapy A[puossg
eunwiuoo, Jayyewt
syy uo puels s.Aypred ano
3UIeo AQ Jeaay) STy} a3edsny
-0 0} A1 [[IM JIea Je Uoijeu
uetpuj oyl JO S1SaI8jul 3y)
ARy 10U Op OyMm Bsol] ATUQ
"9nSSI [BUOTIBU B SB NG aNSST
WISniA-NPUIy © se jou uols
“eaur orydeagowsp Jo yeaay
o1y SMITA Jd 9], 1esfo sSu
41 omy oW O} Juem |,
‘Y1moa3 uonendod yoayo
0} SUOISIO|P [BoIped,, 10
Pa{Tes 8y ‘Uresaq sures ay} uy

- uorienIuI SUI{oayd uo sn
-SUSSUGD B 3ATOAD 0] 199U A1
-ed-[[e Ue [[€0 pue LN (Bad
-8 PNoYs g 94, Jesuep e

SEB 3STUS00a1 ma] AIaA K[ojeu
-nyioyun ‘Jeys e3uep e s,
‘PIYNIBYD Afejyerpewuat jou
JT uonired Jsyjour o) pesy

redoyg ‘rid

"$15910] o3 Ul a3eIULISY
Jayjoue J0J aaes| 0] 3uy
-Tedaad a10joq ‘eA13ed ey
e\ 1e efnd peroads Suturx
-031ad Aep 3y} juads euw)
‘pres Asy) . ‘sAep oaa
-4} IXaU 91} J0J UOTIR[OS]
Uy urewad [{1s ays,, ‘pres
S30IN0S Aepsoupap oy
sAep o8aJy) JOJ 9oUSiIS
SUIAISSqO POYIBIS SeY ‘¢

139u1 SAINS ‘3aU3|IS SAAISYO euIp

11ady uo umol ajduial oy}
payoead ays aduls Jaas
191p pejoLIsal B Jutaey
ua33q sey oym ‘nIeyUg

‘UISPAUDS © SB PISTUUII0S
SEM 9US I9UM “MrIUBHIL
-BULY UT SITUOISIDD SNoT
31121 ur 1xed 00} 3ys ‘90
-UaLs,, ABp-9aJ} e uedsq
pue Sunesw YRJ s.dfd
a3} peddnis aBUg BUWIf)
JUAVHT ANVIdHEIA

pmom paaesy sy yoIym Ayg
-B3OT(1 S8T310 UETpU] 0} Xnfjul
1ysepe[dueyg 031 A[adtef ‘Uyo
-9adS SIY pPa10Aap TUBAPY

ueapy "y71

% JPURUUL0D
punis ayj jjoo fjuen
puL UL SULIINU0D
SOIPUT JODY JUOP
oym asoy fiju(y
QU0 PUOYDU
D Ing ‘onsst
WS -NPULL]

D gust xnjfuy @

)
]

5
woo Y 4

1eoA 1Xau
Teduag 1S9p\ PuUe wWessy ul
anp s.1e SUOTINS[A S JURIIIU
-818 ST 3UTWT} AY ], "9jepueut
pemousd ¥ J0J ADUSNITISU
-00 TeUOT}ESTURSI0 pue 1ed(8
-O[09pT 8)1 8sanu 01 PIq 8. 49
9y} JO JUSWISS A8Y B ULI0]
MOU [[IM SONssT s ylog
"1SEaLION a3 ul
saguey2 Jrydeadowap sSnNoil
98 SUTIO I9PJI0Q UI9ISeD oY}
$S0108 WOIJ XNPUT JO ansst
8y} uo 1se[q [nJ 03 osfe nq
ardure; wey Jo UoHONIISUOD
10} FI0M 0} AJUO JOU PIMOA
K1xed 9y} Aepsoupspy uo 1
-ounod feuorjeu s1 1y eAYpo
-Ay Jaye — J g 93 .10] ansst
SATIOWS MAU 3 ST ysepesu
“ed WOYA NOLLVALTIANI

9 n4dy ‘1Yjaq maN
JoAT JRYNAYS

XNJul ‘CAYPOAY 01 Yoeq Jd

THE HINDU

005

-~
/
8

07 APt



INSIRERIR T

REICACEACHELE

cArew AW

L e AR [ACIIRCIE T - i B 17 A
‘ Ei (Rewfor) T A% 203 (1711 ssvo-7

@fties e weet A (At @R
aTH TSR TEPRIRA 3 T
R Aoy Feferg o 9 st
A Afes Gfegm oF ke aq A s
Aifbre Mo B FrE 294w SHaf S sem
4R wEFz o BleE are A fow
wfSwerR TR Fers A Siiars zam
@ | ISl R FEy e o e
CHEP LG (0T IR AT 26T 4R AT
I 617 SrerT wiaferem ) o or Reva gofee
i w8-7 @RSl W5 T g AP 7 FA0e
ez Reef™| o #1798 wF 77 SR AT
TR S, Wi 51 eid SRia$s o
SEATHR, ©F (T3 AR 2w A Rrener,
w93 few Rz e engeifacy Rufae
A o) &Y wsimel, e «fen wnfSmri
TR 42 B TSGR SFPFITH I Fopeln
=5 Awere G () 9 TIE g e ve
G O S QAT WP (Sidire Afdde @
T | M7 Grae (TR & 27 O 7B |
T #E (SNFIF AY =HF Zere (FIB &
*IETE BITS R WF 28T

maem\cﬂmﬁmmﬂlaiawaﬁ
R FTHR @FE O @ (W IS
(AR (I AT SEred Biieq 43
GFAITS 23| AFFHA Y7 A STOR Aeaifed
rerem 8 8T (W FAIR, ATHT-AE) WS,
TGS 8 Tleolofefes awafes Ao=E
AT Picard TaE @32 OTE THISIEE ¢
FAFAISET ACH WIS Qo AT AT |
T FAEA— (@@ [rah sifigre ziers [z,
ITGATS, JHFATT, TQYAE QA 2Agita Tl
el @6 Rk @b vref g 23 were
T 4T FIAY AFIC 93 @, TAH @ Ffers-
FOF- (RTRT-TILSNAT qewife FLAR
SR 07 G AR www v Jrufes, or
Teailsan fasiE 757 sacz)

TSI S 68 wra i Nfaars IR-oiry
EATOIE TAER I O fRMred  wWes
(FRTFARAE Wwew) T qusme s 74
frwfore o e fome e 2fgfmfacaa
ATES] S THIS 2T | GHATS 6 TG
T (FO! NFA AT 93 Fed Brezee
AT G SRS Te Ao Sl Zem
(T (R 68 I3 e & gam 14 gme
NGFG TITTS G SIOAITST F255e '@
(SR WEFIHTFE [l &9 F0a G| ©f gore
feifire wyraficte Rrefm wide wem Aif sge

P S fvE Rree

wEeR Zlea o 8
~5ifffe Grere! W SeIE
TR @IS 2| [T Sw1Ed
Teifvre | feqren anfoarma—
RS, [ Zw sifdmm e
@Ae S PRI —
e W Rt
FGIE FOIGIN 1T AT
QIS AFT TRORS LS
farer AAfFe W @@
e 2eIR T GIENAe

ATANHE O] Wae
e vefirs =g’
A0S TR | OF T R
%3 Y G| T GF0!
MINIECRCOD R B ERGH
w77 F 936t aefd foea
G YA HTA]E

fordtm sy THize 7@ @3
=fiE, o @ [esPies b
Frafes

G (e TS oA
SEse SPIET HWEg
farefst o 9w Fare
ANIR CIAE WAE Q2
s S17 905 WA STACS
TG (TR FARECR FIACS
Fe MRETEIE e
VAN T et | weagerwes

TS ACH| QFZ AP s T SwSITES A9
T e e ot A2 RO o g oo e
el @ ¥erd wiRGTH SR GH6] ANALTA ? G| AGATE A7 T

ofs Bwelw SaRee aree
oW weds ey dfe
el SR (S| =" WA =W ISR 1
O] AT W REAFA W, TRIZE Y FAH,
AR GFAR A5 7 Gisiive oiF amifrest
oi7 *fiwars Rww

@2 (PR3 (7] TG THAISNE % AR
BT FE (TR AN ST FA FCA9E
05| g WA JrelarR [fers (e s
Rsiganfiery eenRema wasl wwfg am-afim
it oMY F& MR SRR W
waifer M w7l QA [ T0R AT
ol @z SetRes 9ol qara ey ) g
@9 AT SPIICH =PI TrAEe (Tl e
TgR Hfos §bea corm T e YR-fera o%
fRwg) o A IRE e wfF e
e (% NEarae ewaies 9qray T9E 1
A ATF (7 THCS! A 11 T4 FA AT
IR (S GTS SR T T FF I

[ MR (AeF (@i T ereet S fere Tary

T (IS I A A, (AN AR A I
TS B NS I@T & (WL AT
eIy OIS 62 13 M3 (TS &A1T FEg
RFTATRER | TSR] T S A S T} 7205
VTER RIS BIF o (0T B S (T
@ BRI 1)

she Sifom a=rz Rrerforg st 9 Arwey o

FTeF AR WO HEGwa
(FIRG TS (7131 TF (SHER @FIRe 4felE @73,
I YTAW NZECE (T NFAET 7 Fe Tudwe
T A A L WA WF (e (FANS
IR, (72 (IHIZN TG (31 &2 ez (oitst »ierm
Teite feq e 218w e Rwra Repeann
e 9T IMEw | Bore WiE Siow agrad €
(e @foams wtd Rrefa s wifds
RPETFICS T 2o, 997 e B gar-ofo
o el ¢ frdlel kg gove zacs! fawtsitera
GO §O NG| qAITS, FOACHiEd ¢ wedifEd @
afer@rin foaafd saee e @ 7v, 9
AT @oriE SRy ¢7R *7fm | onRmeiiee
TOZ DN T (I, 97 (@R IR, TEHG”
I S A ARQIRG A0 Sy (rewist
Y142 fom1 | GTRTS MR AGTAT TR G
A3 (3 FRTE OWRTG A1BARET FHTA A
Ol e &AWl WA A Siven
A e ez Siw’ feat afdd A’ (Elder
Statesman) TS SiETedl wfvum giie saras
TR S17 XeAjra 9 el FREe) 9%
T wsten W iy vgfte =i
FACS TR O TS 51T LA A WE| W G560
igraet o7 = g w3 [ @355 Rl Rcal
0! SIS 7S 2097 T AT WA 9301
IR P o FH !

o7 arn (3 ‘”"043

<4
" PA}L&//\’A



Embarra%smg Mod;

- > Dissidents continue their campaign

Narendra Modi may have got axeprleve from the BJP high
command but his detractors int the Gujarat unit have not
vet given up. Dissident MLAs, who make up about half of the
party’s numbers, led by four prominent MPs and a former
chief minister are still determined to embarrass the
“autocratic” Modi into expanding his Cabinet and allowing
them to elect a new state unit president. While LK Advani
ruled out a change of chief minister, he did tell Modi to be
more “accommodating”. It could not have been easy for
Modi to listen to such advice, followed by slogans of
“Narendra Modi murdabad” a few days later in Ahmedabad
in his and Advani’s presence — and that too by members of
his own party. Modi and Advani were embarrassed further
when the father and family of the late Haren Pandya, whose
statue they had come to unveil, walked out of the function as
Advani rose to speak, calling Modi a murderer.

It has been a bad month for Modi starting with the denial
of the US visa, which he tried to make political capital of by
suggesting it was a slur on national pride. But Gujaratis are a
little tired of having their pride so inextricably linked with
Modi’s. The “Swabhiman rally” was a damp squib with all the
dissidents staying away. This was followed by his decision to
cancel his trip to the UK. Modi, who likes to project himself
as the “saviour” of both Guj aratis and Hindutva, tried to twist
facts to suggest it was the Prime Minister who was concerned
about his safety when in fact he had chickened out. The
“brave” Modi found egg on his face when the PMO set the re-
cord straight. Advani, Modi’s mentor, could not let him down
under such circumstances and so even before the dissident
MPs met the party leadership, it was clear that Modi would
continue as chief minister. Unexpectedly, the dissidents
refused to back down, and continued to use every opportunity
to embarrass Modi. Dissidents are simply biding their time
and Modi should prepare for more embarrassments.
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Flip-flop on ideology and governance

Advam mantra

g " puzzles party

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, April 4: BJP pres-
ident L.K. Advani has left his
party members a “little con-
fused”.

Yesterday, Advani had said
his party would have to “com-
promise” with its ideology if it
aspired to rule and give “good
governance”. Exactly 24 hours
later, he declared “we will
come back to power when we
get a full mandate to carry out
our ideological objectives”.

The BJP president also
said the construction of aRam
temple on the “disputed” site
in Ayodhya remains an “un-
fulfilled desire”, besides giv-
ing a clean chit to Gujarat
chief minister Narendra Modi
and asserting that there was
no way the BJP would ever
sever ties with the RSS.

Having urged party work-
ersnot to articulate their prob-
lems through the media —
print or TV — he gave a series
of interviews to television
channels. His statements were
splashed across TV over the
two days the BJP spent to gear
up for its silver anniversary
celebrations from tomorrow
at Ambedkar Stadium here.

Party sources, looking for
“ideological clarity” and a
“sense of political direction”
to revive the BJP, said they
were a “little confused”.

Advani had yesterday pull-
ed out one of his own coinages
from his bag — “de-ideologis-

Advani: To compromise or not?

ing governance”. He had used
the term during a national ex-
ecutive when the NDA was in
power to justify his party in-
dulging in “five-star culture”,
as the RSS had alleged.

In an interview to a news
channel yesterday, he said the
“five-star” charge appears
“absurd” today because the
“touchstone for judging what
is simplicity and austerity
also has to change”.

Advani added: “I feel that
everything in the country
ought to be five-star, which
means it should be excellent.

... The country would benefit
in proportion to wider accept-
ance of this attitude.”

The BJP chief said his par-
ty could not carry the ideologi-
cal baggage of the past if it
was to be taken seriously as a

party of governanc\! nd a
leader of alarger coaliti

“Is it not a good ideal that
your government should be
stable? Either you decide that
you are going to be an ideologi-
cal pressure group, which will
remain a pressure group in In-
dian politics, nothing more,
nothing less. But if you aspire
to become a ruling party and
give good governance to the
country, then you must com-
promise.”

BJP insiders said the RSS
had conveyed through “appro-
priate” sources that Advani’s
statements did not go down too
well with its leaders.

Today, the BJP leader
changed his tune and spoke of
how important the Ram tem-
ple was to his party’s agenda.

Advani stressed that the
BJP’s commitment to building
atemple was “irreversible”.

“If we had been able to get
arenewed mandate in the Lok
Sabha, it would have been a
few more months that there
would be an agreement be-
tween Hindus and Muslims in
respect of constructing a Ram
temple,” he said.

Sources said Advani’s un-
veiling of a statue of Haren
Pandya, the anti-Modi politi-
cian who was murdered, in
Ahmedabad yesterday was
being seen as a “gesture of as-
surance” to dissidents gunni-
ng for the Gujarat chief minis-
ter’s scalp. He today rubbished
the speculation as “incorrect”.
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{ Gandhinagar/New Delhi: The break-
¢ fast menu must have been really good.
Or, was there any other reason for both
the dissidents and loyalists to be “satis-
fied” with the talks they had at the resi-
dence of BJP president L K Advani?

By all accounts all that the BJP lead-
ership assured the dissident leaders at
the end of the nearly three-hour meet-
ing was that corrective measures would
be taken shortly. Yet, they seemed happy

ormerBJP president M Venkaiah Naidu addresses '
the media after a meeting at BJP president
L K Advani's residence in New Delhi on Thursday

at the end of it.

Similarly there was jubilation in the
Narendra Modi camp. “The party has
clearly told these people (dissidents) that
the state leadership issue is non-nego-
tiable,” said a Modi loyalist. The loyalists
also spoke about expansion of the cabinet,
appointment of a new state BJP president
and formation of a coordination commit-
tee to iron out the nagging problems which
has bred this dissidence as the solutions
offered by Advani and ex-president Venka-
iah Naidu at the meeting, the latter being
alast-minute invitee to the breakfast table.

Two significant things happened at
the meeting. One, Keshubhai requested
that the BJP observer for Gujarat, Om
Mathur, leave the meeting room. An em-
barrassed Mathur—who is perceived as
a Modi loyalist—had to stay out for full
40 minutes. Two, it was clear that the dis-
sidents were not putting all their eggs in
one basket. Soon after the meeting and
Venkaiah Naidu’s briefing, Keshubhai
Patel, Suresh Mehta and Kashiram Rana
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went to meet former PM Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee and spent half an hour with him.

All this while, restive dissident MLAs
in Gandhinagar were waiting for a word
from their leaders. After Venkaiah’s
briefing, where he said that the leader-
ship issue was “not discussed”, they
made frantic calls to find out what really
went wrong, if at all. The talks they had
with the troika brought back the smiles,
As the meeting ended. Advani told all the
participants, looking at the direction of
Keshubha1 “Only Venkaiahji is going to
brief the press. None of you
will say a word.”

“Advaniji is coming to
Gujarat shortly to hear us
out. Even though he may
not have taken sides, what
is important is that he gave
avery patient hearing to all
that our leaders had to tell
him about Modi,” said a
rebel spokesman.

Details trickling out of
i the meeting suggested that
#7 it all began with Keshubhai

# handing over a 57-point
charter to Advani, explain-
# ing the reasons for MLAs to

rise in revoit. Keshubhai

did most of the talking

which focused on the op-
pressive environment even for MLAs
under the Modi regime, telephone tap-
ping, tailing by intelligence sleuths, hu-
miliation meted out to political workers
in the Sachivalay, corruption at various
levels and high-handed in governance
which bordered on dictatorship.

At one point, Keshubhai said even he
was threatened by Modi that he had
records of conversations what other
BJP leaders were discussing among
themselves. Rana and Mehta are learnt
to have complained how the MLAs had
been turned into pygmies. Leave alone
secretaries and district collectors, even
taluka level officials do not listen to
them. “The MLAs have no clout in their
constituencies,” Advani was told.

The other issues raised at the meeting
included the hype around the govern-
ment’s performance through state-spon-
sored festivals and investment meets.
Stress was laid on how the rejection of the
US visa to Modi had shown Gujarat and
Gujaratis in poor light all over the world.
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Modi not giving

~

By Kingshuk Nag
Times News NETWORK
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Ahmeédabad: A well-known astrologer had
forettfl&a few months ago that Narendra
Modi would face acute trouble, late February
onwards. That prediction proved right, but
there is no telling as yet whether the Gujarat
chief minister would be able to — politically
— survive bad times and save his chair. In-
dicative of Modi’s nervousness, the strong-
man told a TV channel that he would abide
by the party’s decision about his future.

But Narendra Modi - true to his nature - is
not giving up just as yet. Even as he flew to
Delhi on Tuesday morning
to attend a meeting of the
inter-state council and also
lobby for himself, the
Sangh Parivar seems to be
confused on what to do
with its Hindutva hero.
While one section of the
Parivar remains convinced
that Hindutva has no fu-
ture without an upcoming
leader like Modi, the others
are equally sure that the
Gujarat CM is no Hindutva
hero and actually is a lia- -
bility. In fact it is this latter
line that the rebel trio of

v up his fight yet

a top rebel leader suggesting that thls would
be part of the argument to be forwarded by
the rebels. He added: “A few more years at
the helm and Modi would have succeeded in
destroying the BJP in its prime state.”

The rebels are also expected to reiterate —
inno uncertain terms — that they are not in-
terested in any compromise formula and the
only solution acceptable to the the rank and
file of MLAs is the ouster of Modi. They
would also press forward that Modi is a “non
performer” and the image of a good admin-
istrator is part of the hype being created by
his publicity men.

With the campaign for his removal gather-
ing strength, Modi sympa-
thisers have also launched a
blitzkrieg. As part of this,
pamphlets seeking to play on
fears of a section of the pub-
lic are being circulated. One
such pamphlet suggests that
elements like Teesta Javed
(Teesta Setalvad) would rule
the roost, if Modi goes.

Modimen have also been in
touch with rebels, proferring
different arguments. Non Pa-
tel MLAs are being told that
the present disaffection is Pa-
tel centred only for the bene-
fit of the Patels. So there is

Keshubhai Patel, Kashiram Rana and

Suresh Mehta is going to push forward in
their crucial meeting with L K Advani on
Wednesday.

Modi, before going to Delhi made a strong
attempt to soften Suresh Mehta and break
the tie between the rebels. Modi met up with
Mehta and made some overtures to
Kashiram Rana.

“The BJP is a dominant force in Gujarat
for over a decade and has been so even with-
out Modi’s presence. Modi has only brought
a bad name to Gujarat,” said a confidante of

THE -

nothing for them in the excercise. Similarly,
north Gujarat MLAs are being impressed
upon that Modi is from the region and there-
fore it is advantageous for them to allow the
chief minister a free run. Some other back-
ward caste (OBC) MLAs are also being re-
minded that Modi is himself an OBC.

At the same time, Modimen say that the
CM is now ready for a compromise involving
a large expansion of his cabinet and ap-
pointment of partymen as director in public
sector companies. This is something Modi
had been resisting for a long time.

b/
S O Iy 31 MAR 2005




Dissidents
bullish about
removing

¢

By Jyotirmaya Sharma

AHMEDABAD, MARCH 28. Senior
dissident leaders of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party from Gujarat are
meeting the party president,
LK. Advani, on Thursday in
New Delhi to press their de-
mand for the removal of the
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi.
Keshubhai Patel and Suresh
Mehta, both former Chief Min-
isters, are expected to brief Mr.
Advani. The former Union Min-
ister, Kashiram Rana, and the
State BJP president, Rajendra-
sinh Rana, are also expected to
attend the meeting.

While none of the dissident
leaders is willing to go on re-
cord, reliable sources close to
these leaders suggest that the
door for reconciliation and co-
existence with Mr. Modi has
now been decisively closed. The
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
it is learnt, has also indicated
that it is not averse to Mr. Mo-
di’s departure. This has consid-
erably emboldened the Modi
detractors.

Mangalore meeting

These sources allude to a re-
cent meeting in Mangalore be-
tween Mr. Advani and the
senior leadership of the RSS
from Gujarat, where Mr. Advani
sought the help of the Sangh to
devise a formula that would pla-
cate the dissidents without re-
moving Mr. Modi.

This attempt, the sources say,
was rebuffed by the Gujarat RSS
leadership, which strongly ar-
gued in favour of a leadership
change. It is also reliably learnt
that the BJP central leadership’s
seeming solidarity with Mr. Mo-
di has now been openly ques-
tioned by the senior dissident
leaders. They feel that the in-
terests of the party in Gujarat
have for too long been sacri-
ficed in the name of the party’s
national image and interests.
Some senior leaders have gone
to the extent of questioning Mr.

Advani’s political judgment. To

support thjs’ observation, they
cite the instance of Mr. Advani
viewing the denial of a U.S. visa
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to Mr. Modi as an opportunity
to start a movement that would
revive the fortunes of the BJP
and ignite the cadres.

The dissident case against
Mr. Modi has been formulated
at various levels. The dismal
performance of the BJP in the
Lok Sabha elections of 2004 is a
decisive factor. If the results of
the 2004 Lok Sabha elections
were to be translated in future
into the party’s standing in as-
sembly constituencies, the BJP
would end up with 90 seats in-
stead of the 127 seats it won in
2002,

Legislators “alienated”

Dissident leaders also claim
that Mr. Modi has alienated
elected representatives of the
BJP through his “abrasive, au-
thoritarian and undemocratic
style of functioning.” Instances
of his inaccessibility and by-
passing of the local party struc-
tures are repeatedly cited. Many
senior leaders have also con-
veyed to Mr. Advani their seri-
ous reservations about Mr,
Modi’s inclination towards ex-
cess and his “megalomaniacal
streak.” Neither do the dissident
leaders want a repeat of the sit-
uation where Mr. Modi was
“foisted” on the State by the
central leadership of the BJP
without consulting a single
leader from the State.

This time round, the BJP
leadership would ignore the
sentiments of the legislators on-
ly to the peril and detriment of
the party in Gujarat, they em-
phasise. They argue that the BJP
centra] leadership does not
have
graph Mr. Modi's departure;
there have been instances in the
past, notably, Mr. Keshubhai
Patel in Gujarat and Rajnath
Singh in U.P,, when Chief Min-
isters have been changed with-
out much fuss or fanfare. The
same ought to apply to Mr. Mo-
di, they argue.

Mr. Modi will be in Delhi to-
morrow to attend the standing
committee meeting of the Inter-
State Council called by the Cen-
tre. He is likely to meet Mr. Ad-
vani.
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RSS meet confirms. = .
commltment to ldeology

By Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, MARCH 24. The two-day
Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh
(RSS) “Chintan Baithak” (brain-
storming meeting) concluded
here today with the consensus
that the Sangh parivar and its al-
lied organisations, including the
Bharatiya Janata Party, should
remain committed to their basic
ideology “with no reason to be
apologetic” about it.

Briefing the Press, the RSS
spokesman, Ram Madhav, said
here this evening that this mess-
age has also been communicat-
ed to the BJP leaders. Mr.
Madhav said it has been felt that
the distancing of the BJP from
the RSS ideology was one of the
factors that led to the defeat of
. the NDA in the last election. He

said the RSS chief, K.S. Suder-
shan was especially present at
this meeting. Prominent BJP
leaders who attended the Chin-
tan Baithak included former
party president, Venkaiah Nai-
du, Bal Apte, Sanjay Joshi and
the former Union Minister,
Murli Manohar Joshi. The Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad was also rep-
resented at this meeting.

Mr. Madhav said the Bhopal
conclave was hosted by Swami
Dayanand, who has his ashrams

at Rishikesh and Coimbatore.
This was the first time after the
National Democratic Alliance
Government’s defeat in the last
parliamentary elections that
such a “chintan baithak” had
been organised. Mr. Madhav
said that over the past one year,
in-house discussions have been
continuing within the Sangh pa-
rivar on the “ideology issue” and
the RSS is absolutely clear about
its ideology. He said the Bhopal
exercise was joined by about
four dozen intellectuals, writers
and mediapersons (with ideo-
logical affinity).

“We listened to them and also
gave them inputs for generating
awareness among the people,”
said Mr. Madhav. Over the last
eight or nine-month period, af-
ter the United Progressive Alli-
ance Government came to
power at the Centre, all the vital
issues of national interest have
come under attack from the
Central Government, the RSS
spokesman said emphasising
that the Hindu movement was
now being maligned. This was
the common view at the Bhopal
meeting, he added. Mr. Madhav
said that the Communists and
the Leftists were presently en-
gaged in backseat driving and
some Union Ministers have vir-

tually become puppets in their
hands.

When asked to clarify on this
count, he cited the example of
the Union Human Resource De-
velopment  Minister, Arjun
Singh and describing him as a
“master-purger” said he was di-
rectly interfering with academ-
ics as well as appointments at
various levels. He also alleged
that there was a conspiracy
against the Kanchi Shankara-
charya.

On the denial of visa by the
U.S Government to the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
he said: “this is the height of
American arrogance. The U.S. is
behaving like a big bully and an
arrogant and spoilt child. It is
notjust Narendra Modibut even
Ramchandra Guha, considered
to be a “secuiar intellectual’,
who has now become a victim of
U.S. “dadagiri” (bullying tac-
tics),” Mr. Madhav added. He
further said that deliberations
were also held on the dangers of
demographic imbalance in the
country. “We are confronted
with an alarming scenario due
to growing imbalance between
the growth rates of the Hindu
population on the one hand and
that of the Muslims and Chris-
tians on the other.
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“Anti- Modl £a
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looks up to Advani

Times NEws NETWORK -

Ahmedabad: Every time Gu-
jarat chief minister Naren-
dra Modi has faced internal
dissension, it is BJP presi-
dent L K Advani who has ve-
toed any move to dislodge
him. This time round it is not
different. Dissident BJP
MLAs are realising that it is
Advani, once again, who is
proving to be the main stum-
bling block in their mission
to bring about a leadership
change in Gujarat.

And the cancellation of
Modi’s US visa hasn’t really
helped their cause, even
though there has been no im-
provement in the CM’s popu-
larity rating in Gujarat

There is
now a
growing re-
alisation
amoneg
rebels that
they will
have to do
something
spectacular
to draw Ad-

Narend Modi

vani’s attention towards Gu-
jarat. Even after successive
meetings which former chief

minister Keshubhai Patel
and other MPs have had with
Advani in recent weeks, there
has been no signal from the
party president that he would
dislodge Modi.

The view of the party lead-
ership so far has been that
they would not like to en-
courage dissidence in Gu-
jarat, fearing it will affect
other BJP-ruled states. Be-
sides, making a habit of
changing chief ministers
mid-term is not a good gover-
nance policy. And there is
this predicament of the party
on what role to assign to a
belligerent Modi in case a
change becomes necessary.

Keshubhai has returned
from Delhi and has again
started meeting dissident
MLAs like Gordhanbhai
Zadaphia and Dhirubhai
Gajera to sense the mood

ainong the MLAs. But this
seems to be an exercise to as-

certain the mood of the MLAs
after the end of the assembly
session and the eruption of
the visa controversy, rather
than trying to give a direction
to the anti-Modi campaign.

Though Advani had prom-
ised that he would be looking
into the Gujarat issue after the
end of the budget session of
the assembly on March 18, it is
still not clear when and where
this meeting will take place.
State BJP president Rajen-
drasinh Rana, who has been
camping in Delhi, is awaiting
a directive on this matter.

A team of senior ministers
headed by Vajubhai Vala, who
had a detailed discussion with
the central
leadership
in Delhi last
week, has
also under-
lined the
fact  that
though
there may
be a sizable

L K Advani number of
MILAs who do not approve of
the CM’s style of functioning,
Modi still enjoys majority
support in the BJP legislature
party. The ministers have also
pointed out that the orches-
trated revolt against Modi
came under the purview of
party indiscipline.

The feeling is that Advani,
who is slated to be in Ahmed-
abad on Sunday to unveil the
statue of late Haren Pandya,
may use that opportunity to
hear out the dissidents. Advani
was here on last Sunday too for
Modi’s Swabhiman rally.

Party sources have indicat-
ed that Advani is looking for a
“compromise formula” be-
cause he would not like to en-
tirely ignore the rebellion.
His emissaries, including Om
Mathur and Sanjay Joshi, are
in touch with Keshubhai Pa-
tel and other dissident lead-
ers like Kashiram Rana and
Vallabh Kathiria on the broad
outline of this formula.




‘Virtual’

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Hours af-
ter raving and ranting
against the US over the
issue of denial of visa to
him, Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi
suddenly went soft on
Uncle Sam during his
hour-long tele-confer-
ence which was shown

1 CM Narendra Modi. US

ambassador to India
David C Mulford told re-
porters here that the
state department after a
review following India’s

Modi goes soft on US

U S have no gp{evance
against the US or the
,.:E iok :ﬁays B oot
New Delhi: The US on Monday reaf- Addressing the large-
firmed its decision tore- ly Indian- American au-

voke the visa to Gujarat dience over satellite, he

told them that a “disin-
formation campaign”
had been launched to
malign India. In fact, he
criticised those who
had rallied against his

live on Sunday evening request had stuck to its earlier decision US tour. Modi urged In-
(Monday morning IST) of declining him visa in the light of dians living in the US to

before a gathering of 2002 Gujarat riots. Fn

the Association of Indi-
an Americans in North America (AIANA) at
the Madison Square Garden in New York.
There was no rhetoric of the kind seen at
the ‘Bharat swabhiman rally’ in Ahmedabad
on Sunday where he took on the US, blaming
factors like the passage of the anti-conversion
bill in the Gujarat assembly and the Iran oil
pipeline which passes through Gujarat for the
decision. He even compared Gujarat to Iraq.
However, on Monday, a softened Modi said, “I

act as ambassadors to

counter the “propagan-
da launched by certain motivated groups
having vested interests in defaming India”.

To a question on the visa issue from a par-

ticipant in the US, he said, “I have no reac-
tion. I believe only in action. A handful of™
people managed to publish false information
and succeeded in defaming India. Such false
campaigns can be countered by putting forth
facts along with explanations.”
» Indo-Americans stage protests, Page 12
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HE DENIAL of a U.S. visa to
Gujarat Chief Minister Na-
rendra Modi has evoked a
predictably strong reaction
from the Bharatiya Janata Party, less
strident objections from the Con-
gress party and a formal, diplomat-
ically correct protest from the
government of India, whose note ver-

bale requesting a visa went
unheeded.
For Mr. Modi, who identified

closely with many of the policies of
the Bush administration, the visa de-
nial is a particularly cruel blow. After
all, the United States was perhaps the
only major (or minor) country in the
‘West’ not to express its concerns
about the Gujarat violence while it
was going on. Even tiny Finland saw
fit to raise its voice, inviting a sting-
ing rebuke from the External Affairs
Ministry, but not Washington.

The BJP says the visa rejection has
hurt India’s national pride but this
does not appear to be a perception
that is shared widely by Indians, who
see the saffron party’s appeals to
swabhimaan (self-respect) and con-
stitutionalism as largely self-serving.
There is no Constitution in the world
that requires a country to grant for-
eign nationals a visa to enter its terri-
tory; on the other hand, every
Constitution, India’s included, oblig-
es governments to investigate and
punish individuals involved in large-
scale violence against its citizens.

Investigations by the National Hu-
man Rights Commission, the CBI (in
the Bilkis Bano case), and scores of
non-governmental bodies have doc-
umented numerous acts of omission
and commission, suggesting official
connivance with the perpetrators of
the violence. Even if one accepts the
argument that Mr. Modi knew noth-
ing at all about the manner in which
more than 2,000 Muslims were tar-
geted and killed across his State in
the weeks following the Godhra in-
cident of 2002, his failure to investi-
gate these crimes and punish the
guilty is manifest. No less a judicial
authority than the Supreme Court of
India has pointed this out.

All countries exercise their right to
issue visas (and even passports)
keeping in mind their own definition
or perception of national interest.
Thus, the National Democratic Alli-
ance Government tightened the pro-
cedure for granting foreign scholars
visas to attend conferences on “polit-
ical” subjects or conduct research on
“sensitive” topics or areas. More re-
cently, a Dutch professor and expert
on Assam and the Northeast had his
application for an Indian visa reject-
ed.

Foreign governments can protest,
concerned Indians can criticise their
Government’s pig-headedness and
agitate for a more liberal approach,
and the courts may intervene but
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If the BJP believes it is a victim of U.S.
double standards, it has also benefited
Jfrom the same duplicity in the past.

that is unfortunately the way the law
works.

In the United States, perhaps more
than any other country, visas have
always been used as a foreign policy
tool. During the Cold War, member-
ship in a Communist party or allied
organisation was grounds for a visa
rejection, as was former membership
of the Nazi party. Over the years,
hundreds of dissident or progressive
intellectuals and artistes were denied
U.S. visas because of their Leftist
views (and this continues to happen
on a slightly diminished scale even
now). In practice, being a Nazi was
much less of a disqualification —
since the U.S. was interested in
recruiting German rocket and nucle-
ar scientists and intelligence assets
— but that issue need not detain us
here.

Ever since the end of the Cold War,
the U.S. has started rejecting visas on
the grounds of involvement in cor-
ruption, torture and human rights
abuses, and violations of religious
freedom. These restrictions have de-
veloped in tandem with the growing
tendency to consider gross violations
of human rights as transgressions of
international law and international
humanitarian law. However, unlike
the attempt to prosecute offenders in
jurisdictions other than that of their
own countries — for example the
well-known case against former Chi-
lean dictator Augusto Pinochet in a
Spanish court — the denial of visas
per se does not represent the extra-
territoriality of law enforcement.

Prominent U.S. visa rejects in re-
cent years include Lt. Gen. Prabowo
Subianto, the son-in-law of former
Indonesian President Suharto, who
was denied a visa in 2000 on the
grounds of being suspected of invol-
vement in torture, former Philippine
President Joseph Estrada, who was
denied a U.S. visa for medical treat-
ment ostensibly because Washington
said it could not “guarantee his secu-
rity,” and two senior Yugoslav parlia-
mentary officials — Srdja Bozovic,
who was president of the Chamber of
Republics, and Ljubisa Ristic, presi-
dent of parliament’s foreign policy
committee — because their names
figured on a list of “regime associ-
ates” of Slobodan Milosevic.

For many years, the U.S. has in-
formally used the existence of cor-
ruption charges against public
officials as a reason to deny a visa.
Last year, for example, Gregory Sur-
kis, a Ukrainian MP and close ally of
then Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych, was denied a U.S. visa
for allegedly interfering with his
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country’s electoral process. The then
Ukrainian Interior Minister Mykola
Bilokon was put on a visa watch list
with the presumption of denial in
case he ever applied. In 1996, Ernesto
Samper’'s U.S. visa was revoked when
he was Colombia’s President.

On January 12, 2005, President Ge-
orge W. Bush formally issued a proc-
lamation amending section 212 of
the U.S. Immigration and Nationality
Act to “suspend” entry into the U.S.
of public officials “whose solicitation
or acceptance of any article of mone-
tary value, or other benefit, in ex-
change for any act or omission in the
performance of their public func-
tions has or had serious adverse ef-
fects on the national interests of the
United States.” The new rule has al-
ready been invoked against Panama-
nian and Kenyan officials and elected
representatives.

There is no denying the subjective,
arbitrary and ultimately political na-
ture of these provisions. For every al-
leged money-launderer, corrupt
official, violator of religious freedom
or torturer kept out, hundreds of oth-
ers have had no problem getting a
U.S. visa. Indeed, double standards
have been explicitly written into the
law: Section 2 of Mr. Bush’s January
12 proclamation says the visa ban
“shall not apply with respect to any
person otherwise covered by (the
ban) where entry of the person into
the United States would not be con-
trary to the interests of the U.8.” And
this determination is at the sole dis-
cretion of the Secretary of State.

But if Mr. Modi today cries that he
is a victim of double standards, BJP
leaders have also benefited from
these double standards in the past.
When the human rights of Muslim
Gujaratis were being violated on a
large-scale in 2002, for example, the
U.S. preferred to keep its counsel.
Had 2,000 Bahais been killed in Iran
or Christians in Indonesia or Malay-
sia, there would have been howls of
protest from Washington.

But those were the days of great
bonhomie between the BJP leader-
ship and the Bush administration
and Washington perhaps did not
want to bring up an issue that might
come in the way of the strategic re-
alignment it was trying to engineer in
Indian foreign policy. L.K. Advani,
who travelled to the U.S. as Deputy
Prime Minister in June 2003 and
promised Indian soldiers as cannon
fodder for the U.S. occupation of
Iraq, had no trouble getting a visa
despite being formally charge-sheet-
ed in a major case involving religious
discrimination — the demolition of
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U.S., and visa power

By Siddharth Varadarajan

the Babri Magjid.

Even as he leads the rally for Mr.
Modji’s right to accumulate frequent-
flyer miles, Mr. Advani should ask
why it was in U.S. national interest to
give him a visa in 2003 and why it is
not in U.S. national interest to let the
Gujarat Chief Minister in today. My
own guess is that given the defeat of
the BJP-led NDA at the Centre,
Washington can now afford to pay
heed to its own domestic lobbies —
including the patriotic Indian-Amer-
ican community — that believe that
Indian officials suspected of involve-
ment in mass violence should not be
allowed to travel to the U.S. Simply
put, denying a visa to Mr. Modi is a
relatively low-cost political decision.

For all those concerned about U.S.
double standards, the Modi visa af-
fair throws up a number of challeng-
es. Denying a visa to one alleged
violator of religious freedom but
granting it to another is a matter of
domestic U.S. policy that public
opinion in the United States will
have to take up. But if the BJP is seri-
ous, it cannot cherry-pick which in-
stances of double standards it will
oppose. When the party was in pow-
er, it endorsed the underlying dis-
course of hegemonic arbitrariness
{(whereby, for example, some coun-
tries get designated as ‘terrorist
sponsors’), applauded the growing
extra-territorial reach of the U.S. and
sought closely to align India with the
projection of Washington’s military
might.

Today, BJP leaders are referring to
the Iraq invasion and Abu Ghraib. If
they are serious, let them declare that
senior U.S. officials whose memos
created the legal cover under which
Iraqi prisoners were tortured (includ-
ing the Attorney-General and De-
fence Secretary) should not be given
visas to visit India. [ don’t think any
right-thinking Indian would oppose
such a demand.

It is a well-established principle in
international law that sovereignty
does not provide an inviolable shield
behind which gross violations of hu-
man rights can be committed. Coun-
tries that are powerful (such as Israel
or indeed the U.S. itself) can get away
with murder, but others cannot.
Smaller states can buy impunity by
aligning themselves with the U.S. but
as and when contradictions emerge,
that impunity can rapidly melt away.
For India, a fitting answer to the in-
sult Mr. Modi has brought upon the
country in having his U.S. visa re-
voked is to put in place legal systems
that deliver quick and impartial jus-
tice in all instances of mass violence
like Delhi 1984 and Gujarat 2002.
That is the only way to guarantee we
never again find ourselves in the em-
barrassing position of having high of-
ficials and functionaries accused of
abetting mass murder.



Modi likens
self to the
‘Mahatma'

AHMEDABAD, March 20. —
Gujarat chief minister Mr Naren- .
dra Modi today drew a parallel
between the denial of visa to him
by the USA and preventing the
entry of Mahatma Gandhi into a
first class coach of a train in South
Africa by the British. “I am not
warning USA. But they should not
forget that the frail looking
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
shook the foundation of the Briti-
shers because of the insult,” he said
while addressing the Bharat swab-
himaan rally here on the issue of
denial of visa.

Connecting the Mahatma’s Dandi
March of 1930 with the denial of visa |
to Mr Modi, BJP chief Mr LK Ad- |
vani said even a small incident can g
have major ramifications. He went |
on to say that Mr Modi was previ- |
ously identified with “Gujarat gaurav J
(pride)” but “now he has become a |
symbol of national pride”. However, |
both thanked the Prime Minister for :
the stand he has taken on the issue |
and his speech in Parliament. 1

Mr Advani said in Nagpur that the J
USA should review its decision fol- |
lowing Dr Manmohan Singh’s |
appeal. Mr Modi will now address /
Indian associations in New York and |
Florida through video conferencing. [
But two UK-based organisations are
planning protests during his pro-
posed London visit next Saturday.

Gujarat unit of the Congress bla-
sted the rally. PCC chief Mr BK
Gadhvi said that swabhiman of the
country was hurt when thousands
of women became widows and chil-
dren orphans during the 2002
Gujarat riots. — SNS & PTI
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Our Polijtical Bureau
NEW DELHI 20 MARCH

NCOURAGED by Prime
E Minister Manmohan

Singh’s  above-the-fray
statement in Parliament on Sat-
urday, the NDA on Sunday said
the denial of visa to Gujarat chief
minister Narendra Modi will im-
pact Indo-US ties.

Dr Singh had, while replying
to a discussion on the issue in the
Rajya Sabha on Saturday, at-
tacked denial of visa to “a consti-
tutionally elected authority” of
the country, and asked it to re-
consider its decision.

“This is not a matter of partisan
politics, but rather a matter of
concern over a point of principle.
The American government has
been clearly informed that while
we respect their sovereign right
to grant or refuse visa to any per-
son, we do not believe that it is
appropriate to use allegations or
anything less than due process to
make a subjective judgement to
question a constitutional author-
ity in India,” he had said.

The across-the-board criticism
of the American action, best ex-
emplified by the Prime Minister’s
hard-hitting speech in the Rajya
Sabha, hasenthused the BJPand
its allies, and triggered hopes that
the Bush administration would
take note of the unanimity dis-
played by the Indian political
class on the issue.

BJP president LK. Advani
was quick to express his grati-
tude to the Prime Minister for
sending a clear, unambiguous
message to the US, and urged
the Bush administration 10 pay
heed to the sentiments ex-
pressed by the people cutting
across ideological barriers.

“The Prime Minister in Parlia-

AIXED BAG: SAFFRON TEAM PLEASED WITH PM STAND

Indo-US ties .
may suffer: BJP

NARENDRA MODI: ENTER-PRISE

ment on Saturday appealed to
the US administration to review
their decision and they are ex-
pected to respect the appeal,” Mr
Advani told newspersons in Nag-
pur on Sunday.

Theissue, the BJP chiefargued,
had the potential of vitiating the
ties between the two countries if
not handled properly. “Diplomat-
ic relations between two power-
ful democracies in the world, In-
dia and the United States, have
improved over time and many
persons from both sides worked
to restore normalcy in relation-
ship. Butdenial of visa to Mr Modi
was a severe blow to this relation-
ship,” he said.

Mr Advani was on his way to
Ahmedabad, where he, along
with NDA convenor George Fer-
nandes, was scheduled to address
the “Swabhiman Rally” organ-
ised by the BJP’s Gujarat unit to
protest the US action.

The party’s state unit, rocked
by a serious infighting of late, has
decided to go the whole hog to
capitalise on the issue. By
terming the American govern-
ment’s action as “an insult to In-
dia”, the party hopesto cash in on
the popular outrage.

BJP upset
with Cong
“over patent

Bill issue

Our Political Bureau '

" 'NEW DELHI 20 MARCH

AS the sugpense over the fate of
the patent Bill lingers, the BJP is
upset with the Congress for
reneging on the deal worked out
with Union commerce minister
Kamal Nath at a meeting held in
L.K. Advani’s chamberin the Par-
liament last week.

The meeting, held at MrNath’s .
request, to seek the Opposition’s
help in breaking the patent Bill |
logjam, was attended by top BJP |
leaders, including Jaswant Singh, |
Sushma Swataj, Arun Jaitley and |
Vijay Kumar Malhotra. |

The compromise formula -
hammered in the meeting went |
like this. The government would
table the Bill before the Parlia-
ment broke for recess on March
24 and, in keeping with the senti-
ments expressed by the NDA and
the Left parties, refer it to the
standing committee on com-
merce, headed by Dr Murli
Manohar Joshi.

The standing committee would
hold day-to-day meetings, and
prepare its report after holding
consultations with the NGOs,
representatives of the pharma-
ceutical industry and other stake-
holders. The report should be
tabled in the Parliament on April
18 when the two Houses resume
their proceedings after the post-
recess period. The Bill could then
be passed with a retrospective ef-
fect as the Parliament has the right
to legislate a law retrospectively.

According to BJP leaders, the
proposal would have enabled the
Centre to overcome the con-
straints of time, and reservations
of the Opposition block. The ordi-
nance passed by the government
lapses on April 8.
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v .\ MODI ISSUE / DENIAL OF VISA NOT PROPER: CONGRESS

By Our 'Sp‘ecial'Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party and the Con-
gress may be poles apart in their
views on the Gujarat Chief Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, but on the
issue of denial of a visa to him
by the United States, both par-
ties felt it is a matter that needs
to be taken up strongly with the
United States Embassy here.
The former External Affairs
Minister and BJP spokesperson,
Yashwant Sinha, told reporters
that the Embassy had conveyed
to the BJP that it was denying
the visa under a U.S. law on reli-
gious freedom and tolerance.
“We strongly protest against the
decision of the U.S. authorities.
The application of a U.S. do-
mestic law to the visit of a high
political personality was totally
unwarranted and is unaccept-
able to us,” Mr. Sinha said.
Mr. Sinha said he was in
touch with the External Affairs
Ministry and had information
that the Centre would be lodg-
ing a protest. ‘I compliment the
Government on its stand, and 1
am happy that the Government
is taking this up, for it is not a
partisan issue. Mr. Modi is the
elected Chief Minister of a State
here ... While every country has
a sovereign right to grant or de-
ny a visa, the approach should

be rational ... Modi is not an ac-
cused in any court of law..."”
Mr. Sinha, who had contin-
ued the Vajpayee Government's
foreign policy of brining India
and the United States closer,
was perturbed by the U.S. deci-
sion. “All kinds of U.S. officials
come here. If we were to apply
the same standards to these of-
ficials, there will be trouble ...”
The BJP admitted that Mr.
Modi’s visit had had no official
agenda — he had been invited
by the Indian-American Hotel
Owners’ Association {dominat-
ed by Patels from Gujarat) and

was to have addressed a meet-
ing of non-resident Indians
where he would have talked
about Gujarat being a good in-
vestment destination.

The Congress spokesperson,
Anand Sharma, made it plain
that his party’s views about Mr.
Modi and his role in the Gujarat
riots “remain unchanged”, but
as a Chief Minister held a diplo-
matic passpart, his papers had
been forwarded to the U.S. Em-
bassy through the Ministry of
External Affairs, and the denial
of visa was not proper. He said
the Ministry would issue a
statement.

BIP protests against U.S. action

However, Congressmen, es-
pecially those from Gujarat, in
private, were celebrating the
U.S. decision.

RJD stand

The Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader and Union Minister for
Rural Development, Raghu-
vansh Prasad, said:"'Mr. Modi is
an Indian so we have no choice
but to tolerate his presence
here, but other sovereign na-
tions do not have to allow reli-
gious bigots to enter their
country or indulge in vile com-
munal propaganda.”

A reprieve for

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Guj-
arat Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, who was facing opposi-
tion from over 60 dissident
MLAs may get a reprieve as a
result of the United States deny-
ing him a visa.

A senior party leader here
pointed out that about a year
ago Mr. Modi got a fresh lease of
life after the former Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
wanted to change the Chief

Minister. The former party pres-
ident, Venkaiah Naidu, counter-
ed Mr. Vajpayee’s statement
made from Manali and the deci-
sion to replace Mr. Modi as
Chief Minister was put off.
Over the last one month, dis-
sidence in the Gujarat unit of
the BJP has again gathered mo-
mentum — two days ago the
former Chief Minister, Keshub-
haj Patel, met the party presi-
dent, L.K. Advani, over lunch to
discuss the issue. But the matter
had not made much headway.

Modi

“Now that Mr. Modi has been
denied a U.S. visa he has again
become a hero in Gujarat ... this
has come as a reprieve for him,”
a leader close to Mr. Modi said.
Not many in the BJP seem to be
unduly worried that their “he-
ro’" has been virtually labelled
by the world’s only “super pow-
er’’ as a man who was not toler-
ant towards other religions. The
party would rally around Mr.
Modi, leaders said, and they feel
that Mr. Modi will use this to his
advantage.
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IN A SINGULAR instance of the 1des of March for
the Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, the
United States has rejected his application for a
diplomatic visa, while simultaneously revoking
his tourist/business visa under Section 212(a)(2)
(g) of the U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act. It
is intriguing why Mr. Modi chose to ask for a dip-
lomatic visa for a trip that was ostensibly to ad-
dress the Asian-American Hotel Owners’
Association and meet business leaders. Was he
apprehending something so untoward that the
protection of a diplomatic visa would come in
handy? In denying a diplomatic visa under Sec-
tion 214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, the U.S. Government has clarified that Mr.
Modi was visiting the United States for a purpose
that did not “qualify for a diplomatic visa.” In re-
voking the business/tourist visa, Washington has
been even more forthright, arguing that any for-
eign government official who was responsible or
had “directly carried out, at any time, particular
severe violations of religious freedom” was ineli-
gible to enter the U.S. Not too long ago, Mr. Modi
had exulted about the similarities between Presi-
dent Gearge W. Bush's election speeches and his
own communal vitriol in 2002. He even chal-
lenged political pundits to analyse the spiritual
consanguinity between Mr., Bush and himself.
Now that the U.S. Government has formally given
international recognition to Mr. Modi's respon-
sibility in the post-Godhra genocide, he must be
puzzled as to why and how these assumed simi-
larities could have been given such short and ig-
nominious shrift.

The United States has effectively barred Mr,
Modi from entering its territories and declared
him persona non grata. This significant decision
owes a lot to the active protests by human rights
activists across America. What helped matters
was the U.S. State Department’s International Re-

Y N T - -
¢ & A SLAP IN MR. MODI'S FACE + ..

ligious Freedom Report, which was released on
September 15, 2004. The report extensively deals
with specific instances of the systematic derail-
ment of the rule of law in Gujarat during and after
the post-Godhra riots and traces the genesis of vi-
olent acts against minorities to the Hindutva phi-
losophy espoused by the Bharatiya Janata Party.
The U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom found Mr. Modi’s complicity in the riots
in Gujarat in its May 2004 report. The denouement
came in the form of a resolution in the American
House of Representatives, moved recently by John
Conyers, Jr., an influential Democrat Congress-
man from Michigan. It asked the House to con-
demn “the conduct of Chief Minister Narendra
Modi for his actions to incite religious persecution
and urging the United States to condemn all vio-
lations of religious freedom in India.” Quoting the
State Department, Congressman Conyers spoke
about the role of the Modi Government in pro-
moting racial hatred and fanning communal
passions.

Predictably, Chief Minister Modi has reacted to
the denial of U.S. visa by calling it an “insult to
India and the Constitution”. This is precious com-
ing from a man who not only violated every single
norm enshrined in the Indian Constitution, but
was also asked by the pre-eminent leader of his
party, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, to fol-
low his rajdharma. Mr. Modi has now resorted to
the rhetoric of being popularly elected as well as
the spurious legalism of the absence of indictment
of the Gujarat Government or the Chief Minister in
the “incidents” — Mr. Modi's euphemism for the
pogrom conducted against the minorities — that

happened after the Godhra massacre. Dissidents

within the BJP in Gujarat have been active in re-
cent weeks demanding his scalp. With this addi-
tional setback over his U.S. visa, the Gujarat Chief
Minister could be in for a long, hard summer.
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‘No (Cong, BJP are not talkmg suﬁlclently)
<+ | would think much more is needed’

Opposition leader and BJP pre31dent L K ADVANI has long been the ideological mascot of his party. He’s been called

W1t looks llke it was just the other
day when you, as the Deputy
Prime Minister, were looking at
another term, the Congress and
the Opposition in a complete dis-
array. Things have changed.

Yes, things have changed for
the country, for my party, for me,
And I hope that despite the
change, the country will move for-
ward and the path we have been
on since we were in government
will continue.

W Somehow the transition has

been less bumpy then we would
have imagined — foreign policy,
economy, the broad national poli-
cies — all this continuity despite
this massive ideological differ-
ences. Did you expect that or does
it surprise you pleasantly.

I would think that democracy
is what has really given this coun-
try this kind of resilience. In fact,
I recalled that when Indepen-
dence came and the Constitution
declared that parliamentary
democracy would be the system
we would adopt, there were cyn-
ics and sceptics in the West who
said how can a country with such
alarge mass of illiterate and une-
ducated people succeed with
democracy. And in fact, some
people scoffed.

R And it is that democracy that’s
now giving this continuity.
Yes.

# Did you expect this continuity
or did you expect a roll-back?

- No, Iwould think that broadly
speaking we expected continu-
ity... But we were shaken, consid-
erably shocked and became
somewhat sceptical during the
brief period of '75-'77, because
that was totally unexpected.

'MW The Emergency.

Yes. Not only the Emergency,
the Emergency by itself was bad,
but what was worse was the at-
tempt by the then ruling party to
rationalise it, and to project thata
country like India needs some-
thing like a one-party democracy
some African countries have.

B Let me take you back to some-
thing that Sonia Gandhi said on
Walk The Talk last year when she
expressed regrets for the Emer-

gency, Do you that was the kind of

catharsis or that was the kind of
break that the Congress made
from that part, or do you think
the break is not made here?

Why did the Emergency take
place? What were the trigger
points? The Allahabad judge-
ment, secondly the Gujarat elec-
tions — these are the two princi-
ple things, and of course the

Jayprakash Narayan movement

and Navnirman movement. All of
these seemed to threaten the
Congress hegemony in political

life. That hegemony won’t con-

tinue. After all, a State like Gu~
‘jarat, which was supposed to be
one of their strongest fortresses,
has collapsed because the Oppo-.
sition came together. The possi-
bility of the Opposition coming
together in ’76, many-people in
the country wanting Mrs Gandhi
to resign.. So, the responses
were: armmend the Constitution,

amend the law, change the judi-

clary, shut down the media.

M But why so much about the
Emergency now? Suddenly we
have gone back 30 years.

Because as I said, if you some-
how make yourself believe that
the country’s interest lies in one
party or one family controlling all
the States, controlling the central
government, if this is the basic
mindset, it leads to this. And I
would say if we succeeded during
the six years to run a multi-party
coalition, it was because we’
recognised that the Akalis had

built up a domain of their own in -

Punjab; over a period of a decade
or so, the TDP had created an
area for itself in Andhra. Of
course the two Tamil Nadu par-

ties have been there since 67, )
they are the oldest among the re-'

gional parties apart from the
Akalis. Similarly, every regional
party has built up a domain. Now
if we make an alliance with them
and make them share power with
us in the Centre, we must also not
try to utilise their alliance with us
to encroach into their domain.

M The BJP and the Congress are
now two pillars of our national

the “lauh purush” (iron man) of the Sangh Parivar, his statements on “pseudo secularism” have become famous and

his 1990 Rath Yatra redefined Indian politics. After the unexpected defeat in last year’s general elections, the recent
events in Jharkhand have given a new energy to the NDA’s campaign against the ruling UPA. Now, once more Advani
has emerged as the charioteer to lead the BJP towards a fresh lease of agitation. Advani says he remains a committed
democrat and tells SHEKHAR GUPTA, Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express, on NDTV 24X7’s Walk the Talk that the
creation of a two-party system in India has been a crucial achlevement of the BJP-led Opposition.

politics. Between the two parties,
which are reasonably centric,
there is a central gravity in our
politics. At a time when coalitions
are building, regional leaders are
getting stronger, are you worried

that both parties are weakening? I

believe that unless the two parties
together have 350 seats in Parlia-
ment, India is in trouble.

I am worried that the Con-
gress party’s attitude to the BJP is

ONTHE
REGORD

L KADVANI

BJP president
|

not healthy — they are ev11 that’s
the approach.

8 Congress thinks BJP is evil?

The Congress thinks the BJP
is evil. And yet, it is the Opposi-
tion and they have to tolerate it.
My own view is not that. It is true
that since 1950, since the Consti-
tution was adopted, most political
analysts, most political thinkers
have longed to see India develop
into a two-party system, as Amer-
ica has, as Britain has, as some of
the other democracies have...

In the last three decades we
have come up very sharply and
converted India’s polity into a
bipolar polity — if not a two-party
system, it’s a bipolar polity with
two stable poles.

m But these kinds of coalition —

small groups with eight seats, 10
seats — they can almost hijack
the agenda. Does it worry you?
No, it doesn’t worry me. It’s a
process of change from a domi-
nant single-party set-up to a bipo-
larpolity. It hasbeen a progress.

B And what is the direction of the
progress? Do you think the direc-
tion is towards bipolgrity or to-
wards this crazy multipolarity?

- No, it’s not crazy. It’s multi-
polarity. I see multi-polarity re-
maining, except that some kind of
changes in the electoral laws, in
the other laws which contribute to

This corception
that a Gandhi is alone
fit to rule the country is
undemocratic. It is
unacceptable to any

democrat, and | am
surprised Cong has

readily accepted it. The §
i manner in which the

change of Cong
presidentship took
place would shock any
decent person. How
can you physically

 Change a party

president? ... i a
country of so many
crores, how can you
have a person of foreign
origin as your leader
only because the
person is married

ina certam family

if you believe the country’s interest lies in
one party, if this is the basic mindset, it leads to this. If we
succeeded in running a multi-party coalition, it was because we
recognised that Akalis had built a domain in Punjab; TDP had created an
area for itself in Andhra. Of course, the two Tamil Nadu parties have been
there since '67. Similarly, every regional party has built a 'y
domain. Now, if we make an alliance with them, we must not
try to utilise their alliance to encroach into their domain

the party system stability etc need
to be made. For example, I have
been of the view that in so far as

" the Legislature is concerned, Par-

liament is concerned, we have
emulated the UK system,
whereas most democracies in Eu-
rope have fixed-term Legisla-
tures. In fact, I spoke to the pre-

- sent defence minister a month or

two back, I said now it would be to
your advantage, doit...

And we have tried to see that
the malady of deféction is some-
how controlled. Earlier the law

provided against ...

B I wonder how the law got
passed, and also the law limiting

the number of Cabinet berths.

The law now is better then the

| carlierlaw.

mltis a very good law.
Yes, and therefore people

~ have to resign, they can’t defect.

* W Talking about bipolarity and
- talking about the responsibility

that the Congress and the BJP
have as the two most serious
largest parties, do you think the
two partiesare talking or are co-
operating enough?

No, as I said if you think that
my political adversary is an evil...

" M You don’t see the Congress as
Canevil?

No, 1 don’t. As I said perhaps

~afewyearsback, that before. 1947
-there used to be several ideologi-

cal streets at the Congress. The
Congress was only a platform, it
was only a banner under which
various ideological groups strug-
gled for India’s independence.
And there were people like
Gandhxp, Rajaji, Patel, without
whose views on Indlan affairs I
would not have been here.

B But today you wouldn’t see the
Congress as an evil? :
Idon’t.

M You woulan's see the
family as an evil Gandhi
1 don’t think the Gandhi famiyy

is an evil. But this conception that
a Gandhi is alone fit to rule the
country is basically undemocratic.
It is totally unacceptable to any
democrat, I am surprised the
Congress has readily accepted it.

In fact, the manner in which the
change of Congress presidentship
took place would shock any de-
cent person. How can you physi-
cally change a party president?
That’s what happened.

8 That’s the way Congress is?
Why?

M I think parties have their own
culture. The question of Sonia’s
foreign origin, has there been any
evolution of thought on that?

No, it is an approach which 1
don’t see anything wrong about.
Aud it strikes a chord in the mind
of the common man. In a country
of so many crores, how can you
have a person of foreign origin as
your Jeader only because the per-
son is married in'a certain family.

W So that remains an issue?
{t’s an issue.

W In politics or also in your mind
and heart?

In politics, in my mind and
heart. Also, I would say that if
there is any political party which
split up on that issue it is the Con-

gress. After all, the NCP is there,

though compulsions of power
politics may make them compro-
mise. Therefore, I respect a per-
son like Sangma.

N One remarkable feature of your
government was how you and the
Congress — I don’t want to use

‘the word colluded but sort of got

together on so many issues like
Pakistan — we were close to war
three times ~ the US policy on

"Pakistan, on economic policies

you passed legislations together.
Why has that vanished now?
Why's that not happening?
That’s for the Congress party
to think aver, After all, we were a
small partywhen Narasimha Rao
became the prime minister. And

we were the principle Opposition,
no doubt, From a paltry strength

" of two we had come to 86 in "89

and then we grew. But at the
same time it’s our honest convic-
tion that in a country like India,
unless you have a broad measure
of consensus, the country cannot
move forward.

M So why is this consensus not
there? Aren’t you talking suffi-
ciently — you and Congress, you
and this government, the UPA?
Not sufficiently. [ would think
much more is needed. These days

they have been talking tous about -

VAT. 1 frankly told one of their
ministers that there was a ten-
dency in our party to see that all
our States agreed with their pro-
posal. But I can tell you the day
that Goa happened, there was a
hue and cry in our party ki kya kar
rahe ho, tum kyun kar rahe ho inke
saath maamlo mein cooperation,

*aur hum narazgi bhi maurley bya-

pariyon ki, kahe ki live?... If you
want cooperation even in matters
of economic policies where we
basically agree — we have been
the most opposed to this license

permit quota raj for years, woh

aaj ki baat nahin...

W So you would say even in to-
day’s sort of bitter politics, the
BJP and the NDA will be willing
to help Congress pass some cru-
cial legislations, as the Congress
did in the past withyou?

Ifitis in the country’s interest, I
don’t see why the BJP and the
NDA shouldn’t cooperate.

B But Jegislations like banking
reforms, insurance?

Every issue will be considered
on merit. Simply because we are
in the Opposition we have to op-
pose everything the government
does is not a right approach.
Though in order to see that this
thinking of aurs gets full support
from the whole party, you have to
behave in a manner which doesn’t
annoy the party.

M Is the Congress talking to you

 sufficiently, is it reaching out to

you sufficiently?

No.

H Before we conclude, I have to

- askyou one question which I have

always wanted to ask and tell me
the truth, What happeneéd that
dayin.Agra?

In Agra.

W The last day of the summit, You
know there have been many theo-
ries, many claims. Musharraf
has said you scuttled it, some-

- body says somebody else scuttled

it, somebody says it happened by
itself. Nowwe’ve put several years
behind us, what happened?
Good question really. And
particularly because I think that
Indo-Pak relations, the path we
have taken must be pursued fur-
ther. And with General Mushar-
raf in office there, there is a possi-
bility we move forward. And
therefore I would say that when
Agra took place the issue super
most in the minds of both the gov-
ernments, and me particularly be-
cause I was home minister deal-
ing with it, was the problem of

. terrorism — cross-border terror-

ism. And all the drafts prepared,
they were not willing to concede
that there is any such thing like
terrorism. So when we sat to-
gether, from the very beginning I
said that unless there is some ac-
ceptance that cross-border terror-
ism has to be curbed, how can
there be an agreement? And then
all the ministers...

m But there were people in the
Cabinet, in the negotiating
table, who still wanted to sign

" the declaration.

~ I'wouldn’t say that. After this
was pointed out, this glaring
omission was pointed out, there
was no difference at all.

B Mr Jaswant Singh?
Ygs, no difference.

W And was the breakfast, the fa-
mous Musharraf breakfast with
his wagging finger, was that the
turning point?

No.
W Because that’s the popular
view, that tipped the scale.

the breakfast?
I don’t recall the breakfast you
are referring to.

B The breakfast with us, editors,
which was televised.
Idon’t think so. No. Not at all

B Did you see a change in
Musharraf’s attitude later?

Yes. I would say that if what
was agreed in the joint statement
at Islamabad with Vajpayeeji had
been agreed at Agra, Agra would
have a big success. And I said this

%% The Congress
thmks the BIP is evil.
And yet, itis the
Opposition and they
have to tolerate it...
Since 1950, most
political analysts have
longed to see India
develop into a two-party
system... In the last
three decades, we have
come up very sharply
and converted India’s
polity into a bipolar
polity — if not a two-
party system, it’s a
bipolar polity with
two stable poles

to Kasuri when he caine to invite

"me to come to Pakistan.

M Is it true that when Musharraf
came at Agra, his attitude, his
body language, his style was as if
he was coming to a defeated coun-
try? Then that change...

1 TRHIK 1L.WUutm v ey -
make such... but at the same time
he came with a kind of confidence
which made him feel that even
though' he would assert that
Jammu and Kashmir is a freedom
struggle and there is no terrorism,
India will be willing to sign a
treaty, sign something.

N As if India was suing for peace.
Maybe. Because it is true that

for us to have invited him despite

Kargil was not'a small step. I

- would claim that I did it. T advised

Vajpayeeji that it doesn’t matter if
Lahore has failed.

N And that confidence became re-
alism in Musharraf’s case.
Yes.

W And what brought that change -
you think?
I think in the meanwhile so

When Agra took place, the issue
super most in the minds of both govts, and me
particularly because | was home minister, was
cross-border terrorism. And all the drafts
prepared, they were not willing to concede that
there is any thing like terrorism. So when we
sat together, | said unless there is some
acceptance that cross-border terrorism has to
be curbed, how can there be an agreement? ...1t
is true that for us to have invited Musharraf
despite Kargil was not a small step. | would
claim that | did it. | advised Vajpayeeji that
it doesn’t matter if Lahore has failed

No, 1 don't think so. My own
view was very clear in this, so was
theview of the whole government
as such. Except that when the
drafts are discussed and pre-
pared, alright achha isko dekhte
hai, yeh aapne kiya hain, yahan par
thoda aapne maan lya hain...
Maine kaha baaki sab maarn lena
fekin unless cross-border terror-

ism is categorically accepted, and .

will be curbed... If that’s not there,
nothing else will satisfy.

B So we had not come close to
signing the declaration, but for

many things happened, even'in
Pakistan. Apart from 9/11,

" things that developed in Pak-

istan made him realise terrorism
is an evil which will afflict every
country.

W And in that combination of his
internal problem and interna-
tional crisis... »

And I think General Mushar-
raf can deliver.

W Are you optimistic of the peace
process going forward?
Yes, I am optimistic.




SANGH TO SHUN ELECTORAL POLITICS

RSS tells BJP:

-~ own

Tyagrej Sharma in Mangalore

March 13. — The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh today sprung a sur-
prise by asking its affiliate, the Bharatiya
Janata Party, to build its own organisa-
tional base. It also expressed reservations
over the BJP’s commitment to the ideals
of Hinduism.

The decision was taken on the final day
of the three-day national general council
meet of the saffron organisation.

The conference, which ended today,
was attended among others by BJP presi-
dent Mr LK Advani who flew in here this
morning.

According to RSS spokesman Mr Ram
Madhav, the Sangh also decided that
none of its affiliates, including the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad or allied bodies, will talk
of forming a separate political party. It
was agreed at the meet that not only was
it impractical but even non-pragmatic to
talk of a new party. “That discussion does
not exist in the organisation anymore,” he

- asserted.

While Mr Madhav refused to go into
details on the sudden decision of the RSS
in seeking to alienate its workers from the
BIJP, it is common knowledge that its affil-
iates like the VHP and the Bajrang Dal
were unhappy with the party.

They had been charging that the BJP
was not fulfilling its commitment to
“Hindu idealism.”

The two fundamentalist wings of the
RSS had been criticising the BJP while
ascribing its recent defeat in the general
elections to the weakness of its leaders
who, according to them, had “abandoned

THE STATSSMAN
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‘Glimpses of PW’

MANGALORE, March 13, — After accusing
Dr Manmohan Singh of being an “invisible”
Prime Minister, Mr LK Advani today said he
saw “some glimpses of him” in the develop-
ments in Jharkhand which saw resignation
of chief minister Mr Sibu Soren and
installation of an NDA government.

Jharkhand trust vote
The Arjun Munda government will seek a
vote of confidence on 15 March, the day the
Speaker's slection will be held. The NDA
named Mr Inder Singh Namdhari as its
candidate for the Speaker’s post.s;—e PTI .

page 5

Hinduism”. It was precisely why the RSS
spokesman, when asked, admitted that
there were serious reservations in the
Sangh ranks over the BJP’s commitment
to organisational ideology.

The RSS also announced its decision to
ask its party functionaries to refrain from
active politics. “We are not trying to
divide the party from the Parivar. Instead.
all we are saying is that in electoral poli-
tics, the RSS workers will now step aside
and the BJP will take the lead. The RSS
need not take the initiative anymore, let
the BJP do it,” Mr Madhav said.

The BJP, the RSS maintained, would
now be required to build its organisation-
al base and win “our confidence through
its network”. This was described as a pos-
itive development by the RSS which
hopes that in the coming days, the BIP
will make efforts to win back its confi-
dence and build rapport with the
Parivar’s constituents.

Another report on page 5

14 MAR 2005
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, March 12. — BJP
president Mr LK Advani today said
the issue of Congress president Mrs
Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin contin-
ued to remain an issue “in politics, in
my mind and heart”.

The Leader of Opposition also
asserted that the Congress should
not “annoy” the BJP if it expected
cooperation from it in passing crucial
legislations in Parliament.
Maintaining there was no evolution
of thought on the foreign origin issue,
he said, “it is an approach. I don’t
think there is anything wrong about
it and it strikes a chord in the minds
of the common man. How can you
have, in a country of so many crores,
a person of foreign origin as your
leader only because the person is
married in a certain family. It’s an
issue in politics, in my mind and
heart,” he said in an interview on the
Walk the Talk programme on NDTV.
The BJP chief recalled that if any
party had split on the issue, it was
the Congress “though compulsions of
politics may have made them com-
promise. Therefore, I respect a per-
son like Mr Sangma.” Mr Advani
said, unlike the Congress which saw
the BJP as an “evil”, he did not see
either the Congress or the Gandhi

AL

‘Bolstered Advani raises

‘foreigner Sonia’ pitch

The BJP president with part'y; leaders after their arrival in Ranchi on Saturday. — PTI

‘] asked for
Agra summit’

NEW DELHI, March 12, —
Former Deputy Prime Minister
Mr L K Advani today claimed
that he was behind  inviting
Psakistan President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf for the 2002 Agra
talks “despite Kargil” and he still
believed  that .the latter “can
deliver”. “That for us to have
invited him (Musharraf) despite
Kargil was not a small thing. I
would claim that I did it I
advised (then Prime Minister)
ajpayeeji,” he said. — PTI

family as an evil.

“But this conception that the
Gandhi family alone is fit to rule the
country is basically undemocratic. It
is totally unacceptable to any democ-
rat. I am surprised that the Congress
has readily accepted it. The manner
in which the change of Congress
presidentship took place would shock
any decent person. How can you
physically change a party president.
Why there is no protest?,” he asked.

Mr Advani said Congress and BJP
were not “talking sufficiently” and
“much more is required”.

\73\

In this regard, he said the Congress
was lately talking to it on the Value
Added Tax regime and there was a
tendency to make all BJP-ruled
states comply with that, “the day
they did Goa, there was hue and cry”
in the party, he added. The BJP chief
said his party had no problem in
cooperating with the Government in
passing legislations which were in
the country’s interest and the party
will consider every issue on its merit.

“Simply because we are in the
Opposition, you have to oppose
everything government does is not a
right approach though in order to see
that this thinking gets full support of
the party also, you also have to
behave in a manner which does not
annoy the party”, he said. “I am wor-
ried at the Congress party’s attitude
towards BJP. They are evil, that’s
the approach. Yet it’s the opposition,
they have to tolerate it”, he said.

Second victory for him
Mr L K Advani today said Jhark-
hand Governor Syed Sibtey Razi’s
invitation to the NDA to form the
government was the “second victo-
ry” for the alliance in the state and
attributed it to the media. “It is our
second victory. The first was given
by the voters. In the second, the
media had a role,” Mr Advani said.

THE STATESMAN
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Atal fpr cautl

Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, March 1

THE BJP has decided to go
on the warpath over the sta-
lemate in Goa, where the
Congress ministry is unab-
le to muster the numbers
and an obliging Raj Bhavan
has given ample time to
prove majority.

Notwithstanding former
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpa-
yee's reservation over disr-
upting Parliament, BJP
MPs stalled both Houses.

At the BJP’s parliamen-
tary party meeting, Vajpay-
ee is said to have favoured a
debate in Parliament and
not disrupting question ho-
ur or any other business.
He, however, agreed to go by
what the majority in the
BJP wanted.

Several BJP MPs wanted
an aggressive course, sayi-
ng a soft approach would
not serve any purpose. Bes-
ides, the Congress was
already “manipulating” the
Governors in Jharkhand
and Bihar to deprive the
NDA of a chance to form
the government. BJP
deputy leader in the Lok
Sabha and spokesperson
V.K. Malhotra denied any

such differences and said
Vajpayee only wanted to
“press for a debate”. Soon
after the meeting, Vajpayee,
himself, sounded the bugle.
He accused Goa Gover-
nor S.C. Jamir of “murderi-
ng” democracy and deman-
ded dissolution of the Asse-
mbly and fresh polls in the
state. “Democracy has been
murdered in Goa. The gov-
ernor has crossed the limits
of his powers and dismis-
sed an elected government.
This is an issue of seri-
ous concern for democracy.
The Assembly should be di-
ssolved and fresh elections
held in the state”, Vajpayee
said. Asked if the Assembly
Speaker was above board,
he said, “If there are griev-
ances against the Speaker, a
solution has to be found
within the House and not
outside, The remedy does
not lie with the governor”.
Charging the Governor
with “acting at the behest of:
the Centre”, Vajpayee said,
“The Governor can't be-
have like a dictator”.
The BJP’s parliamentary

‘;&y decided to press for
an adjournment motion in

" the Lok Sabha on the issue.

Addressing BJP MPs,
BJP president and Leader
of the Opposition L.K. Ad-
vani said the dismissal of
the Parrikar ministry was
an “immoral act” on the
part of the Governor.
“They’ve made a mockery
of the anti-defection law.
Members who have re-
signed are being made min-
isters. We'll raise the issue
vociferously and Parl-
iament can’t remain a mute
spectator to the violation”.

Malhotra announced
that the BJP would hold a
separate meeting on the
Budget for the party MPs,
which would be addressed
by former finance minis-
ters Jaswant Singh and
Yashwant Sinha.

He said the party MPs de-
scribed as “ridiculous and
stupid” the proposal to levy
tax on Rs 10,000 cash with-
drawals from the banks.
“The Budget has many
shortcomings that affect
the salaried class, women
and senior citizens. It hin-
ders development and is in-
flationary”, the BJP leader
said.

on, BJ P war

Protem Speaker
mum on Neri

GOA PRO TEM Speaker
Francisco Sardhinha, on
Tuesday, parried questions
on whether he would reco-
nsider suspending the or-
der disqualifying Indepe-
ndent MLA Filipe Neri
Rodrigues.

“I've just taken charge,
I've not applied my mind to
whether Neri’s order can
be suspended or not. If in-
justice has been done, it
should be reversed, but I'll
2o by the law and do what’s
legally correct”, Sardinha
told reporters at the As-
sembly after taking charge.

Claiming that a pro tem
Speaker had all the powers
of a regular Speaker, Sard-
inha, however, denied that
he was considering suspe-
nding former Speaker Vis-
hwas Satarkar’s order dis-
qualifying Neri or that he
would disqualify UGDP
MLA Mathany Saldanha.
“I haven't yet been appro-
ached by Neri. I am, how-
ever, clear in my mind that
I'll go by the law,” he said.

Agencies, Panaji
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BJP at Kalam’s door over Gos

Agencies
New Delhi, February 3

IN A show of strength, a
BJP delegation — led by for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and including
17 MLAs from Goa — on
Thursday met President
APJ Abdul Kalam and de-
manded the immediate rein-
statement of the party’s
government in Goa and re-
call of Governor S.C. Jamir
for his “unconstitutional
and partisan” action.

The 28-member delegati-
on., which included party
president L.K. Advani and
ousted chief minister Man-
ohar Parrikar, submitted a
memorandum to Kalam, ac-
cusing the Goa Governor of
“mounting an unprecedent-
ed assault on Indian democ-
racy .

“The entire sequence of
events — since the appoint-
ment of Jamir as the Gover-
nor of Goa till the recent
events - proves beyond any
doubt that the Congress-led
UPA government at the Cen-
tre had hatched a plot to
destabilise the BJP govern-
ment in Goa and use the
high office of the Governor
to bring it to fruition”, it
said.

The BJP delegation im-
pressed upon the President
that. under the Constitution
and also according to the es-
tablished norms of democ-
racy. the Governor has no
powers to annul the ruling
of the Speaker. “The judici-
ary is the sole forum before
which an appeal can be
maéie against the Speaker's
ruling”.

1t also pointed out that,
while the Governor gave
only one day to Parrikar to
prove his majority. he gave
30 days to incumbent Prat-
apsinh Rane to do so. Be-
sides 16 BJP MLAs, the dele-
gation also included Math-
any Saldanha. UGDP MLA
supporting Parrikar.

Emerging from the hour-
long meeting with the Presi-
dent, Advani told reporters
that the delegation had con-
veyed to him that whatever
happened in Goa was “total-
ly unprecedented, perverse
and dangerous”.

“We sought presidential

)

-

Pratapsing Rane being sworn in by Governor S.C. Jamir on Wednesday night.

intervention since he had
appointed the Governor
who acted in a patently un-
constitutional and political-
ly motivated manner”, the
BJP chief said.

“If the Governor misuses
Article 164 of the Constitu-
tion according to his whim,
what will be its 1imit?”

Attacking as “illegal” his
removal from office by the
Governor, Parrikar attrib-
uted the recent political eve-
nts in the state to his “strong
action” against a “corrupt”
minister who, later switched
sides to the Congress.

He said the “blatantly ille-
gal and conspiratorial” dis-
missal of his government af-
ter it won the vote of confi-
dence on the floor of the As-
sembly “can damage the

country’s federal structure”.
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Six more join
Rane Cabinet

Agencies
Panaji, February 3

THE PRATAPSINH Rane
government in Goa was
expanded on Thursday
with the induction of six
Cabinet ministers, includ-
ing four whose support is
crucial to provide stability
to the new Congress-led
dispensation.

Only two of the six
sworn in at a ceremony in
Raj Bhavan belong to Con-
gress — former chief min-
ister Luisinho Fernandes
and Dayanand Narvekar.

The other four are Wil-
fred d’Souza of the NCP,
Sudhin Davlikar of the
MGP and BJP MLAs
Isidoro Fernandes and
Pandurang Madgaikar,
who resigned from the As-
sembly last week, con-
tributing to the exit of the
saffron party-led ministry.

with Thursday’s induc-
#on, the strength of the
Rane ministry has gone up

to eight. Rane was sworn
in as chief minister and In-
dependent MLA Philipe
Neri Rodriguez as his
deputy late on Wednesday
night, soon after the dis-
missal of the BJP-led gov-
ernment, by the Governor.

Fernandes and Madg-
aikar said that they had not
yet joined the Congressand
would take a decision only
after consulting their sup-
porters. Rane said his min-
istry would be expanded
further soon.

The Congress asserted
on Thursday that the RAne
government would defi-
nitely be successfully in the
crucial confidence vote.

“There are more (MLAs)
wanting to quit the BJjPand
join us. We’ll prove our ma-
jority on the floor of the
House”, AICC general sec-
retary Margaret Alva told
reporters in Delhi. She said
the government would soon
bring a no-confidence mo-
tion against the Speaker.

B

PT!
LK. Advani and former Goa CM Manohar Parrikar talk to the
Press after meeting the President at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
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- TERMING THE RJD and the

LJP as “two faces of the same
coin”, senior BJP leader M.
Venkaiah Naidu today alleged
that their leaders — Lalu
Prasad Yadav and Ram Vilas
Paswan — would gang up after
the Assembly poll in Bihar and
called upon the electorate to
give a clear mandate to the NDA
to end what he described as “the
terror raj of the RJD rule”.

“Friendship in New Delhi
and wrestling in Patna is noth-
ing but an eyewash. Both Lalu
and Paswan, who are cabinet
colleagues in the UPA govern-
ment at the Centre, will gang
up after the poll,” Naidu told an
election rally at Amra Talab
under Nokha Assembly con-
stituency in Rohtas district.

Claiming that the NDA was
the lone alternative capable of
ending the “15-year-long RJD
misrule,” he urged the elec-
torate to give the BJPand JD-Ua
chance to make “Bihar crime-
free”. Alleging that the ruling
government was a total failure
on all fronts and had “hood-
winked” the people by indulging
in  “politics of castes and
creeds”, Naidu said: “Lalu has
provided employment only to
abductors, his wife and broth-
ers-in-law while people of the
state continue to suffer.”

“There is no law and order
worth the name. Roads are in
bad shape and there is no elec-
tricity and there is paucity of
drinking water in thousands of
villages in Bihar,” he said and al-
leged that the Congress was “eq-
ually responsible” for the “sorry
state of affairs” in the state.

L.K. Advani at Birsa Munda airport in Ranchi on Sunday.

Referring to yesterday’s att-
ack on his helicopter by suspect-
ed Naxalites of the CPI (Maoist)
in Bihar’s Gaya district, Naidu
appealed to the Naxal outfits to
return to the mainstream.

After going through a “night-
mare” when his helicopter was
blown up, Naidu said at Ranchi
on Sunday that there was prev-
alence of gun culture in the state
and that the morale of the police
was low. He said that Bihar po-
lice failed to realise the gravity
of the situation and had been
waiting near the national high-
way when he reached it.

Advani for Prez rule in Bihar

BJP PRESIDENT L.K. Ad-
vani today demanded Presi-
dent’s rule in Bihar in view
of the rising lawlessness.
“Before Uttar Pradesh,
President’s rule should be
clamped in Bihar where
small children are being
kidnapped,” Advani said
while addressing an elec-
tion meeting here in sup-

port of the party’s candidate
from Giridih, Chandramo-
han Prasad. Asserting that
the BJP never compro-
mised with its policy on
Naxalites to win elections,
Advani asked Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh to re-
view his government’s pol-
icy on internal security.
PTI, Giridih

Lalu Paswan all te same: Naidu

No law and order
problem in Bihar,
says RJD chief

CONDEMNING THE attack on BJP
leader M. Venkaiah Naidu’s helicopter in
a Naxal-infested area in Gaya, RJD chief
Lalu Prasad today said the help offered
by the villagers of the area “certifies”
that there is law and order in the state.

“I thank the villagers who apprised
them of the risks of being in that area
and advised them to leave the place as
soon as possible. This is a good thing and
proves that there is no law and order
problem in the state,” he told a news
channel.

He said when Naidu came to the main
highway, the police came to know about
the incident and escorted him away from
the area. For these reasons, he said, the
incident should not be used to raise any
law and order issue.

Naidu, however, has alleged that the
Bihar police failed to realise the gravity
of the situation and were waiting near
the national highway when he reached it
by scooter from the spot where he had
landed.

Lalu noted that Naidu’s helicopter was
forced to make a landing in the area be-
cause it ran out of fuel and in his char-
acteristic style, said: “The pilot should
have kept alert, should have put extra
fuel in the helicopter.”

Suspected Naxalites on Saturday blew
up Naidu’s helicopter an hour after it
forcelanded in a village in remote Naxal-
dominated Barachatti police station area
of Gaya. Fortunately for him, however,
he had left the spot by then.

PTI, New Delhi
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/ Reverse Swing: Congress Comes Up As Largest Pa

BJP govt reduced to

Panaji

HE BJP government in

| Goa was reduced to a mi-

nority on Saturday with
three of its 21 party MLAs re-
signing from the 40-member
state Assembly and an equal
number withdrawing support
in a sudden development that
spurred Opposition Congress
into staking claim to form a gov-
ernment.

Atanasio Monserratte, who
had resigned from the state Cabi-
neton Friday after being sudden-
ly stripped off the town and
country planning portfolio, and
two other ruling party legisla-
tors—Isidore Fernandes and for-
mer tourism minister Micky
Pacheko—submitied their resig-
nation letters to"the Assemb

merged his United Goa Democ-
raticParty (Secular) with the BJP.

MGP MLA Sudhin Dhavilkar
and independent legislator
Phillip Nery Rodrigues besides
the UGDP, which were support-
ing the Parikkar government, too
submitted letters to state gover-
nor S.C. Jamir withdrawing their
support to the three-year-old BJP
government. The UGDP MLA,
who is a minister, is on his way
back from Spain.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
Congress, which has 15 MLAs
and support of one NCP member,
met the governor and staked
claim to form a government.
Congress general secretary in
charge of Goa, Margaret Alva,
who met the governor separate-
ly, told reporters: “We have pre-
sented our support to him. We
are the largest party and itisup to
him to take a decision now.”

Mr Monserratte, who re-
signed from the Assembly said: “I

ity in Goa

have been humiliated in such a
way that I thought it is better to
go home.” Ms Alva claimed that
two more BJP MLAs were on the
verge of resigning, but refused to
give their names. Political activi-
ty in the capital was at its peak,
with hectic meetings and consul-
tations on in both camps. Trans-
port minister Pandurang Mad
kaikar also joined Congress lead:
ers who met the governor,
fuelling speculation that he too
would be resigning.

Both Mr Dhavalikar and Mr
Rodrigues, however, said they
had withdrawn support to the
government solely due to “out-
side pressure”. While Mr Dhava-
likar said he had taken the deci-
sion at the behest of his party, Mr
Rodrigues said: “I'was pressurised
by my voters, most of whom are
Catholic, that there should be an-
other government at the helm.
Personally I am very happy with
the chief minister.”

The Economic Times
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By Mohua Chaterjee/TNN

New Delhi: BJP has decided to counter

the U C Banerjee committee re- B
port on Godhra by going on the
offensive with Gujarat chief
minister Narendra Modi leading
the charge.

Modi, who was enlisted on the
panel of star campaigners in Bi-
har along with others like Uma
Bharti, Shatrughan Sinha, Sush-
ma Swaraj, Varun Gandhi, apart £

former PM Atal Behari Vajpayee, is now
going to be extensively and aggressively
used by the party which is trying to make
a dent in the RJD-ruled state.

“Uma and Modi are going to be key
campaigners now,” according to a top par-
ty source. Modi will campaign in all the
three states— Bihar, Jharkhand and
Haryana— which are going in for assem-
bly polls in February. While BJP, on Tues-
day, stepped up its attack on the Godhra
report, publicly denying that it would
make it a campaign issue, the thinking
within party circles is that, the report is
going to damage the Congress and work in

favour of BJP in Bihar.
Accusing RJD chief and railway minis-

ter Lalu Prasad of initiating the probe

purely for political purposes,
BJP’s calculation is that the po-
larisation, bound to be triggered
by the Godhra issue, will benefit
M the party “This report has no le-
gal basis or statutory status,”
BJP general secretary Arun Jait-
ley said.

The BJP reading is that the po-
| larisation will help consolidate
| the upper caste vote bank in the
state which was its stronghold but may
have strayed into the Congress kitty; if peo-
ple voted for the ruling combine.

To Lalu Prasad’s benefit, it (polarisa-
tion) will help Muslims and backwards to
get routed back to RJD in strength, instead
of a share of the backward votes straying
into JD-U or Ram Vilas Paswan’s LJP
camps. Even if RJD’s strength has been
Muslim-Yadav votes and Lalu Prasad has
been considered the messiah of the back-
wards in the state, Prasad is faced with an
anti- incumbency factor which has accu-
mulated over 15 years and hence wouldn’t
like to take chances this time.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Modi to lead BJP charge

A\
: ‘/Q f‘\f [ L
"“against Banerjee repor

Going by the same equation, the NDA
combine is unlikely to be a loser since by
BJP’s own admittance, JD-U or any of the
other allies have had almost no share of
Muslim votes, ever since it tied up with
BJP. The end result: a polarisation of
votes between RJD and BJP, who have
never really vied for each other’s vote
share. In such a scenario Congress ends
up as the big loser, since it could have eat-
en into BJP’s support base.

“The interim report has less connec-
tion with reality of the case and more
with the upcoming elections,” Jaitley al-
leged, insisting that Godhra was not an
accident, as suggested by the report, but
result of a “conspiracy.”’

Casting aspersions over the procedures
adopted by the committee, he alleged that it
had not examined the police officer investi-
gating the case, supervisory officers or doc-
tors who treat the patients and had not tak-
en into consideration the reports of foren-
sic sciences laboratory (FSL) or RDSO (a
subsidiary of the railways). “The more se-
rious issue is that senior Gujarat police of-
ficers have been invited for examination on

was made public,” he pointed out.

January 18, a day after the interim?yprt %
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/BJP hints at post-poll
«*y. alliances in Bihar -

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH]I, Jan. 14. — The BJP today
said it is not averse to a post-poll alliance
in Bihar with some new players if needed
to form a government.

The party today also announced that its
election campaign with the JD(U) would
be based on the slogan “sarkar badle, to
bihar badle” (change the government to
bring change in Bihar).

BJP vice-president Sushil Kumar Modi,
who hails from Bihar, today replied in the
affirmative when asked about the possi-
bility of a post-poll alliance with the
NDA’s one-time ally Lok Janshakti- Party
of Ram Vilas Paswan or any other group.

The BJP general secretary, Mr Arun
Jaitley, added that the BJP would not
hesitate to join hands with any party
which was fighting against the ruling RJD
in Bihar.

Mr Jaitley, however, said it would have
been better if such parties could come
together before polls.

Mr Jaitley said the NDA campaign
would focus on the “misrule” in Bihar for
the past 15 years. It would also “expose
the nexus” between the RJD and the
Congress, he added. Mr Jaitley said while ,
the JD(U)-BJP alliance exhibited “com-
plete understanding” on sharing of seats,
the mode of campaign vis-a-vis the
Congress and RID was in “disarray”. He
claimed that the situation had “dramati-
cally changed” in favour of the JD(U)-
BJP alliance.

“We had earlier thought of concentrat-
ing on the anti-Lalu vote, but a situation
has arisen where anti-NDA votes have
become the bone of contention among the
UPA partners,” Mr Jaitley said.

During the campaign, the alliance
would highlight how the Congress, which
had fought against the RJD last time, got
into a post-poll alliance with the same
party to form a government with all its 11
MLASs being made ministers. “In the past

-five years the Congress never opened its

mouth against the non-governance in
Bihar,” he added. '
A/
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gress-JIMM  tie-up in

Jharkhand, RID chief

alu Prasad today

bluntly told Congress that it was

free to go on jts own in the As-

sembly polls next month in Bihar
but kept his options open.

Prasad told reporters
that the Congress-
JMM move has
sent “bad sig-
nals” about
the health
of  UPA
coalition
at  the
Centre.
He said
the Con-
gress deci-
sion in
Jharkhand
was in “bad *
taste” and the =
RID along with “Csee®
Left parties and NCP
would protest to UPA
chairperson Somia Gandhi as it
was made “without taking us
into confidence.”

The RID chief, however, took
pains to emphasise that Congress
president Sonia Gandhi was nor
involved in the move and she
hadbeen “misled”. “I donot want
to embarrass her (Gandhi). She
would not be a party to it and she

I'he Economic
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its own Way

must have been misled,” Prasad
said. The attack was obvious on
senior Congress leaders Arjun
Singh and M L Fotedar, who
were negotiating with party’s al-
lies including RJD on the seat-
sharing in Bihar and Jharkhand.
In a veiled attack on the two
Congress leaders, he said whoev-
er had been instrumental in the
Congress-JMM tie-up in Jhark-
hand had helped commu-
nal forces. “Those
who try to weak-
en UPA, we
will  1each
them a les-
son,” he
I e -
marked.
In the
face of
criticism

parties over
Y the electoral
¥ agreement

reached  with
o JMM in Jharkhand,

Congress today hinted
that it was open to renegotiation
of the seat-sharing arrangement
for the next month’s Assembly
polls. "In politics, there is always
give and take. Nothing is fixed.
We are open to talks with our al-
lies in Jharkhand to find an
amicable settlement,” AICC gen-
eral secretary Ambika Soni told

reporters. — PTI Vs

Times
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