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“We are on the threshold of the Asian Century”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Saturday
nudged India Inc. to adopt a for-
ward-looking approach in pre-
paring for global competition
and leverage opportunities for
targeting a 25-35 per cent share
of manufacturing sector in na-
tional income as he promised a
new surge in investment, im-
provement in tax administration
and labour reforms for grater
flexibility. v
He was speaking at the 78th
Annual General Meeting of the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry here.
“We will continue to do what-
ever is needed to remove the
constraints of domestic enter-
prise. We are in exciting times.
We are on the threshold of the
Asian Century. We will work
with you and walk with you in
this journey of creativity and en-
terprise,” Dr. Singh said.

sant,
[P

25 DEC

With “very positive” business
confidence being reposed in the
economy, he said the decade
ahead must be turned into one
of investment to convert the
nation into a first rate agricultu-
ral, industrial and service econ-
omy.

The Prime Minister said the
Government would be mindful
of the interests of domestic in-
dustry even as the economy in-
tegrated with global business.
And while encouraging enter-
prise and creativity and reform-
ing the public sector,
modifications would be made in
the labour policies, if required,
through consensus generated
by stakeholders, he said.

Social welfare legislation
must go hand in hand with la-
bour market flexibility, he said.
“This will help increase employ-
ment while taking care of em-
ployees’ concerns.”

Referring to concerns voiced
by outgoing FICCI chief O. S.
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Kanwar about tax laws and tax
system, he said the country had
moved towards lower tariffs,
uniform tax rates and easier
procedures. Over the next year
tax administration would be im-
proved, making interface with
the tax system as pleasant,
smooth, problem-free and con-
ducive to easy tax compliance.

Expressing satisfaction over
the progress of the VAT system,
Dr. Singh said revenues had
been buoyant setting at rest
worries about its feasibility.

“We need to move towards
greater rationalisation of VAT
and CENVAT rates, and most
importantly, towards a common
goods and services tax. This
would enable, in the final analy-
sis, India into becoming a genu-
ine common marKket, a dream of
the founding fathers of our Re-
public”, he said, hoping that it
would happen in the next 3-4

years.
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PARLIAMENT 1 Left, BJP, Sena protest, PM concedes little ground

Walkout in LS over EPF rate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 22

HE Left, Sama-
jwadi Party and the
Shiv Sena today
staged a walk out
from the Lok Sabha after the
government failed to give a
firm commitment on restoring
the Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) rate to 9.5 per cent
from the 8.5 that it was brought
down toon December 7.

During a call attention mo-
tion on the issue, Left MPs
warned the government of
“serious consequences” if
they did not “see the writing
onwall”. Suresh Kurup of the
CPI(M) pointed out that the
same fate awaited the incum-
bent government as the NDA,
which, he said,ousted from
power after it decreased the
interest rate.

Labour Minister Chan-
drasekhar Rao, however, did
not answer today call atten-
tion motion. The task was
left to Minister of State for
Rural Development A
Narendra. In his statement,
Narendra said that in the
December 7 meeting, “the
board authorised the chair-
man, CBT, to take a decision
in the matter” and, “EPF
has accordingly declared the
rate of interest for the finan-
cial year 2005-6 at 8.5 per
cent”. Thereafter, the minis-
ter also acknowledged that
the Central trade unions and
others have demanded that
the rate of interest should
not be reduced to 8.5 cent.
He said the matter “is under
consideration in the ministry
atpresent”.

Responding to this state-
ment, Rupchand Pal of the
CPI(M) said that this cut was
against the interest of employ-
ees since it constituted their
only means of social security.

ANANDA MAJUMDAR
NEW DELHI,DEC 22

THE Central Board of
Ttustees of the EPF Organ-
istion will in January con-
sider a proposal to invest a
portion of EPF money in
shares and private sector
debt instruments. The pro-
posal, put forward by the
government, would help it
earn enough to maintain a
9.5 per cent interest rate on
EPF deposits.

According to the pro-
posal, five per cent of Rs
40,000 crore which is added
annually to the fund would
be invested in' companies
that have an investment
grade debt rating from at
least two credit rating agen-
cies. The suggestion has not
been accepted by the Fi-
nance and Investment
Committee of the EPFO,
but making a major conces-
sion, a Left member on the

_ 0%\ —
EPFO to discuss investing
part of corpus in shares

Board of Trustees of EPFO
said the Left trade unions
would not object to the pro-
_ posal if the money was in-
vested only in PSU shares.

“We do have a problem
about investing this money,
which comes to about Rs
2,000 crore, in shares. But
we will have no objection if
it is invested in PSU shares
like those of oil companies
and IFFCO,” said D L
Sachdeva, who attends
meetings of the EPFO
trustees on behalf of the
AITUC. The concessionre-
flects a change from the
Left’s earlier opposition to
-any plan to link EPF to the
share market.

Sachdeva explained that
investment in PSU shares
would keep the money se-
cure while helping it grow.

The other proposal before
the EPFO trusteeswould be
to invest up to 10 per cent of
the corpus in private sector

debt instruments and an eg-
uity-finked mutual fund
svheme regulated by SEBL
The Finance and Investment
Committee makes a-pitch
for this proposal saying,
“Keeping in view the safety
aspects in mind, the invest-
ment up to 10 per cent can
be restricted only to private
sector bank debt instrument,
which have an investment
grade rating for at least two
credit rating agencies.”
Later, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, who met
50 MPs, on the issue con-
ceded little ground and in
fact suggested to the MPs
that with the inflation rate
holding true the rate of in-
terest was adequate, The
MPs from the Left parties,
the SP and RJD met him in
Parliament House today
where the PM only said he
would take up the matter
with the Labour Minister
and the Finance Minister.

Then Kurup pointed out that ~ “untrue” and that the trade
it was the NDA government  unions had opposed a cut in
thatfirst decreasedthe interest  the EPF rate. He stated that
rate from 12 this cut
per cent and would effect
as a result . 15 crore
was voted 2 KN d ol people (as-
out of !A’RZI.LISAIM EN(/T suming five
power. The crore people
UPA ran the . have EPF
risk of a simi- accounts

lar fate, he said, while asking
the government why it could

-not find the necessary funds to

support the 9.5 per centrate.
Gurudas Dasgupta of the
CPI, while echoing similar
sentiments, also added that
the minister’s statement was

and each person has three de-
pendents) and, therefore,

needed a commitment from
the government, not a state-
ment that the “matter is un-

der consideration”, which, he

said, amounted to “parlia-
mentary evasion”.
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His party colleague, C K
Chandrappan, said the UPA
government should “see the
writing on the wall”.

Other MPs also wanted to
raise issues concerning the
rate cut, but Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee disallowed -
them. At one point, the
Speaker got Dasgupta to
apologise before the minis-
ter replied to the issues
raised by the Left parties.
However, expressing dissatis-
faction with Narendra’s at-
tempts to answer their
queries, they staged a walk-
out along with MPs from SP
and Shiv Sena.
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at advanced staqe

A question of affordablhty for EPF Manmohan

Amit Baruah

| KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister
Manmohan Slngh on Sunday
said the exercise of separating
India’s civilian and military nu-
clear facilities was at “a fairly
advanced stage.”

Two groups were set up — one
in India and the other in the
United States — to discuss the
implementation of the July 18
civilian nuclear deal with the
U.S. The groups were “interact-
ing.”

The Prime Minister was an-
swering questions from press-
persons on board a special
aircraft on his way to Kuala
Lumpur.

Asked whether he was satis-
fied with the Employees Provi-
dent Fund (EPF) Board fixing an
8.5 per cent interest rate for the
current year, Dr. Singh said it
was not a question of his being
satisfied or dissatisfied.

“Itis a questlon of what the
APF Or ation cap: afford.
*"iNe need thd organisation to be
_ strong financially. They should
declare interest rates they can
sustain. If they can sustain a
higher rate [of interest], I will be
very happy.”

To a query whether there
would be any political interven-
tion to settle the issue, he said
that even last year the govern-
ment said there was no scope for
budgetary support for EPF rate.
“Any rate that has to be paid has
to come out of the resources of
the EPF Organisation.”

On the terms of reference of
the R.S. Pathak Inquiry Author-
ity, appointed to look into the
allegations contained in the
Volcker Committee Report, Dr.
Singh said these were spelt out
in the notification on the setting
up of the panel. “We have no
proposal to tinker with that.”

Asked whether the govern-
ment would place the docu-
ments obtained by special envoy
Virendra Dayal from the United

LOOKING EASY: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, who

arrived in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday for the ASEAN
Summit is seen at the airport with Malaysian Minister
for Youth and Sports Azalina Othman. - PHOTO: REUTERS

o EPF: No scope for budgetary support

o No change in Pathak terms of reference

Nations in Parliament, he said
these papers were the property
of the Pathak Inquiry Authority.

The Prime Minister promised
that the Pathak panel report and
the action taken report of the
government would be made
available to Parliament. “We are
not going to keep anything hid-
den from Parliament.”

PTIreports

Dr. Singh parried a question
about assigning the External Af-
fairs Ministry portfolio ahead of
the upcoming visits by two key
heads of states, including pos-
sibly United States President
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George W. Bush. “The decision
will be known when it comes,”
Dr. Singh said to a question
when he would name a new Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister.

French President Jacques
Chirac is expected in February
next and Mr. Bush is expected to
visit the country soon after. Dr.
Singh has retained the charge of
the External Affairs Ministry
with him after Natwar Singh,
was relieved of his charge.— PTI

Another report on Page 12




‘Go, PM, go: JNU Left
tells Manmohan ‘foe’

5N\

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Nov. 14. —
Students of Jawaharlal Ne-
hru University today played
ungracious hosts. Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh was shown black flags
and his half-hour speech,
after he unveiled a statue of
Pandit Nehru on the cam-
pus, was punctuated by slo-
gan-shouting.

Students affiliated to the
All India Students’ Assoc-
jation, Democratic Stude-
nts’ Association and Progr-
essive Students’ Associat-
ion led the protest. “The
students were vociferous
against Dr Singh’s visit pri-
marily on two counts: that
he was the architect of the
new economic policy and
secondly and most impor-
tantly, India’s vote against
Iran at the International
Atomic Energy Agency on
the nuclear issue,” one of
the students said.

Even before Dr Singh
rose to speak, the Union
human resources develop-
ment minister, Mr Arjun
Singh, was shouted down
by the students. When Dr
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Singh started his speech,
the slogans grew all the
more strident. As the Prime
Minister continued speak-
ing, a scuffle between poli-
cemen and students gave
way to fisticuffs between
the Leftist students and
their anti-Left colleagues,

mainly members of the.

NSUI and the JNU Patr-
jotic Front. Three Leftist
students were injured.

It was only after Dr Singh
had left the dais that police-
men succeeded in hem-
ming in the two warring
factions. Dr Singh later
sought an explanation from
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D Mnmohan Singh at JNU. (ight) Stuents shout slogans as the

Prime Minister begins his speech there. On Monday. — The Statesman

&

the vice-chancellor, Prof.
BB Bhattacharya, and told
him that he wanted to meet
the protesters. “Dr Singh
waited for the students, but
they did not turn up,” Prof.
Bhattacharya said.
Meanwhile, CPI-M lead- ‘
er Mr Sitaram Yechury said |
India should abstain from
voting in the IAEA meet.
In Thiruvananthapuram,
finance minister Mr P Chi-
dambaram today dismissed
suggestions that the Left
parties were trying to sto-
newall economic reforms.
Bengal against FDI in
retail, page 9




Natwa;/gets PM'’s backing™

Party to hear
his side of story

éur Political Bureau
NEW DELHi 30 OCTGBER

S expected, Prime Min-
A ister Manmohan Singh

on Sunday defended
his UN probe report-tainted ex-
ternal affairs minister and
Gandhi family loyalist Natwar
Singh. Dr Singh rejected the de-
mand for his resignation.

However, a significant sec-
tion of the government conced-
ed that the UN indictment of Mr
Singh as a lobbyist for an un-
wholesome Saddam regime has
damaged his ability to handle
New Delhi’s relationship with
the outside world.

The Prime Minister’s defence
of the minister is not surprising
as dropping him from the Cabi-
net would tantamount to ac-
cepting the panel’s other key
finding — that Saddam paid
money for buying support of
the Congress.

More than 24 hours after the
full implications of the commit-
tee’s revelations hit the Man-
mohan Singh government in its
face, the Prime Minister’s office
came out with a statement re-
jecting the Opposition’s de-
mand for dropping Mr Singh
from the Union Cabinet.

Immediately after he re-
turned to the Capital from
Moscow, Mr Natwar Singh

drove to Congress president So-
nia Gandhi’s and the Prime
Minister’s residences to clarify
his position, and denied having
played any role in the transac-
tions conducted under the oil-
for-food programme.

“The Prime Minister agreed
that the facts mentioned in
Table-3 of the report of the Inde-
pendent Inquiry Committee are
insufficient to arrive at any ad-
verse conclusion against the ex-
ternal affairs minister and stands
by him,” a PMO statement said.

The  minister
may have suc- |
ceeded in “con-
vincing” Dr Singh
and his party
about his inno-
cence, but is un-
likely to cut any
ice with others.
His conduct and
utterances during
the period under
spotlight, in which he worked
with a missionary zeal to mo-
bilise support for the Iragi des-
pot, Saddam Hussain, militate
against his protestations.

Fresh disclosures about the
role of his son Jagat Singh,
who's the Congress MLA from
Lachchmangarh in Rajasthan,
are certain to add to the embar-
rassment of the Congress estab-

lishment and nail Mr Singh's lie.

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER

OTWITHSTANDING
Prime Minister Man-
I ] mohan Singh’s deci-
sion to ‘stand by’ his external

: affalrs minister Natwar Singh,

there is fear that
the political fall-
out could be
damning for the
Congress and
the Centre.

While reject-
ing the UN com-
mission charges
against it, the
Congress  had
left it to the min-
ister to explain his role. This
gave, quite rightly, the impres-
sion that he may be in for
trouble. But Dr Singh’s de-
fence of his tainted minister
has put to rest, at least for the
time being, speculation of his
immediate ouster. Dr Singh'’s
stand also indicates that Sonia
Gandhi, his main support, has
decided to shield him.

Some said, since the nature

of charges levelled against
both the Congress and Dr
Singh are the same, the lead-
ership would have found it
difficult to defend just the par-
ty. After he explained “his side
of the story” to the leadership,
Dr Singh issued a statement
defending his minister. The
minister also got comfort from
the Left, the cold warrior's ide-
ological friends.

Dr Singh and his camp have
already begun a counter-prop-
aganda saying that the UN re-
port was part of an attempt by
certain forces (read the US and
West) to target people like him
and parties like the Congress
for their defence of the Sad-
dam Hussein regime. But this
effort to project themselves as
“victims of imperialist designs”
can only suit the Left.

For, Dr Singh is supposed to
be the Centre’s pointsman in
foreign policy and is expected
to play a key role in cementing
India’s relations with the US.
Taking this stand will diminish
Dr Singh’s credibility to deal
with the US.
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‘Bihar Governor

to stay, for now "

o

No wrong if Guo has political background: PM

VINOD Sharma & SAROJ Nagi
Chandigarh, October 8

BUTA SINGH stays as Bihar
Governor at least for now till
the Supreme Court delivers a
detailed judgment stating the
reasons for holding the May
23 dissolution of the Assem-
bly “unconstitutional.” This
was made clear by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh at
a joint Press conference he
addressed with Congress
president Sonia Gandhi here
on Saturday. )

While Singh made it clear
that he doesn’t see any wrong
in appointing persons with
political background as Gov-
ernors, Sonia ruled out
charges that Raj Bhawan
played a major role in disso-
lution of Bihar Assembly.
Singh said, “The Governor
made a recommendation. The
Union Cabinet acted on that.
The Supreme Court, by a ma-
jority judgment, declared the
dissolution unconstitutional.
We don’t know the reasons.
We’ll wait for the final judge-
ment.”

From available indications,
the detailed judgement might
come after the court resumes
sittings from October 18. But
why are Raj Bhawans being
used to meet political ends?
To that, Sonia quipped: “I
don’t think politics Raj
Bhawan se hua hai.” In the
context of the Sarkaria Com-
mission’s recommendation
against appointing active
politicians as Governors, the
PM argued: “Various ele-
ments go into the question of
(appointing) Governors. Be-
ing active in politics isn’t nec-

I’'m not disowning
role: Manmohan

MANMOHAN SINGH on Satur-
day said that he did not disown
his responsibility in regard to
the dissolution of the Bihar As-
sembly which he defended as
the only “practical course”
open.

When told that the Presiden-
tial order was based on his
Cabinet’'s recommendation,
Singh said, “I don’t disown my
responsibility as PM. There
were special circumstances
brought to our notice. It was
our assessment at that time
that it (dissolution) was the
only approach. | will not be
able to comment further with-
out seeing the detailed judge-
ment.” He was asked whether
his government was not moral-
ly responsible for the dissolu-
tion of the Assembly since the
Court had described the disso-
lution as “unconstitutional”.

essarily a bad qualification
for being a Governor.”

Sources said contrary to
earlier plans, the party’s core
group did not meet after the
PM’s arrival here on Friday
night. But on Saturday morn-
ing Singh talked to Sonia at
the CMs’ conclave before the
two arrived together for the
30-minute interaction with
the media.

They did not hedge any
question, barring the one on
Singh’s meeting with the
President in Delhi. “It will be
a bad precedent to disclose in
public what transpired be-

tween me and the President,”
the PM said.

As the party’s top leader-
ship watched from the side-
lines, Sonia denied contem-
plating a change of guard in
any of the 15 Congress-ruled
states. But she hasn't yet ar-
rived on a decision on Jammu
& Kashmir where it’s the
Congress’ turn now to take
the mantle of chief minister-
ship from the PDP.

Scotching speculations
that elected Congress Work-
ing Committee seats could be
filled with nominees, she reit-
erated her preference for the
electoral route.

Among the questions the
PM fielded were those relat-
ing to India’s vote in the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency and the Left’s pres-
sure tactics. “This isn’t a vote
against Iran. We’d like the is-
sue (of Tehran’s alleged non-
compliance with NPT safe-
guards) to be resolved within
the IAEA (instead of beingre-
ferred to the UNSC),” he ex-
plained, adding.

“Diplomacy has to be given
a chance to arrive at a viable
solution. And the resolution
for which India voted is
meant to give diplomacy a
greater chance.”

However, the PM was non-
committal about the way In-
dia would vote at the IAEA in
November: “We’ll cross that
bridge when we come to it.”
On the differences with the
Left, he struck a cordial note,
pointing out that there
haven’t been any major hic-
cups in the 16 months of the
rule by the Congress-led UPA
government at the Centre.
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No compromise . -
with terror, says
Manmohan Singh

Emphasis on a humane police force

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: Asserting that there
was no question of any compro-
mise with terror anywhere be it
Jammu and Kashmir or any oth-
er part of the country, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
Thursday emphasised the need
to have competent.g just, ac-
countable and humane police
force.

He proposed to establish a
“Police Mission”, intended to
give the police a new outlook, a
new sense of purpose and create
anew vision for it. “The Mission
will seek to transform the police
forces in the country into effec-
tive instruments for mainte-
nance of internal security and
facing the challenges of the next
century by equipping them with
the necessary material, intellec-
tual and organisational re-
sources,” Dr. Singh announced
addressing the conference of the
Directors General of Police and
Heads of Central Police Orga-
nisations here.

In his view, the proposed “Po-
lice Mission” would pay special
attention to empowering the po-
lice force at all levels; to appro-
priate decentralisation and
delegation of powers; to the pro-
motion of a culture of excellence
in police organisation; to en-
hance accountability to the peo-
ple and to make them skilled,
competent, just and humane.

The Prime Minister saw new
challenges for the police in the
form of new trends in urban un-
rest and disorder and new forms
of social unrest. “Police should
enjoy the respect and the trust of
the common citizens. Other-
wise, the entire police delivery
system would suffer. At the same
time, it will not be possible to
deal with the complex problems
that the nation faces without
keeping the morale of the police
force high,” he said.

Manmohan Singh

Acknowledging that police
and security forces faced multi-
dimensional security challenges
in different regions of the coun-
try, including Jammu and Kash-
mir, the North East and jn alarge
swathe of the hinterland which
was affected by the problem of
Left wing extremism, Dr. Singh
said several noteworthy steps by
way of conflict resolution have
been taken with regard to Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the North
East. “Notwithstanding these
peace initiatives, the police and
security machinery of the coun-
try cannot afford to lower their
guard. No group or organisation
can be allowed to take the law of
the land in their own hands and
indulge in violence,” he told the
top police and intelligence offi-
cials of the country.

Asking the police leadership
to begin to “think big and think
out-of-the-box”, the Prime Min-
ister said it was important if cru-
cial changes in police attitudes
were to be effected. “There
should be a system of internal
checks and balances to minimise
the scope of excess or omission.
Prompt corrective and penal ac-
tion is necessary. This is espe-
cially so in relation to the
functioning of the police. The
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powers of arrest, search, seizure,
institution of a criminal case in
courts, and so on afford vast
scope for misconduct by police
personnel and officers. This can
and does harm and harass in-
nocent citizens also. There must .
be zero tolerance for extra-judi-
cial killings,” Dr. Singh said.

While the Prime Minister
stressed upon a new outlook and
vision for the police to change
their work culture and improve
image among the public, it was
left to the Director, Intelligence
Bureau, E.S.L. Narasimhan, to
flag trouble spots in the coun-
try’s internal security scenario.
According to Mr. Narasimhan,
the overall level of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir and the
North East came down in com-
parison to last year but there was
anew security concern which di-
rectly affected India: criminal
elements and miscreants taking
the route through Bangladesh to
enter Delhi and other parts. His
concern also emanated from the
rise of the Jamiat-ul-Mujahi-
deen in Bangladesh which was
involved in August 17 blasts in
Bangladesh’s 63 districts.

The IB chief said the probe
into the recent terror strike in
Ayodhya showed that terrorists
got directions and arms from
across the border. Illegal migra-
tion into India, use of modern
technology by miscreants that
also posed threat to the econom-
ic security and helped funding of
terrorism, fake Indian currency
and cyber-crimes remained
pockets of persistent concern,
Mr. Narasimhan said.

Calling for providing quality
service at the police station at
the lowest level of a constable,
the IB chief said the policeman
should always be a friend of the
public. “A policeman should be
able to find the missing cattle of
a farmer, that should be his
friendly nature.”




| propose to engage
Musharraf, says ...
Manmohan Singh.

Possible to inject a “movement forward”

Harish Khare

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh has asserted that
he proposed to remain “en-
gaged” with Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf, and if he “de-
livered” on his promise to con-
trol terror flow into Jammu and
Kashmir then it would be pos-
sible to inject a “movement for-
ward” in bilateral relationship.

Answering questions in a for-
mal press conference on Friday
on his last day of engagements
here in New York, the Prime
Minister disagreed with the sug-
gestion that his dialogue on
Wednesday night with President
Musharraf was “a backward
movement.”

Nor was it a “reversal” of the
peace process, he added. The
joint statement reflected a com-
mitment to search for a “prag-
matic solution” to all issues
between the two countries.

“Surprised”

Dr. Singh, however, said he
was “surprised” by Gen. Mush-
arraf’s invocation of the Security
Council’s resolutions on Kash-
mir and that the reference was
; “at divergence with the tone and
tenor of his speech at the United
Nations last year.”

The Prime Minister added
that his initial thinking was that
if that was going to be Pakistan’s
attitude, “there was no point in
talking.”

But Dr. Singh said that when
the matter was brought up with
the Pakistan leader over dinner,

e

he clarified that it was not his
“intention” to muddy the peace
process waters. The Prime Min-
ister also suggested that it was
unrealistic to expect “major
dramatic pronouncements”
from what was essentially a
“side-show”. He added that his
dinner dialogue was marked by
frankness and the two leaders
tried to understand their re-
spective compulsions (back
home). It was, according to the
Prime Minister, a very con-
structive “essay in mutual
comprehension.”

In reply to another question,
the Prime Minister added that
“I was very impressed by his
[General’s] unambiguous assur-
ance that he had put in place
systems” that would ensure an
end of cross-border export of
terror.

Troop reduction

Dr. Singh hoped that “the
general was right” and that the
situation improved. He also re-
called that he had told the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
leadership only a few days ago
that if the infiltration and vio-
lence stopped New Delhi could
consider troops reduction in the
Valley. )

The Prime Minister also add-
ed that “it was our obligation
and that we owe it to ourselves
to protect the dignity and hu-
man rights” of all citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir and that
India was prepared to review all
cases of detenues.

At the same time, the Prime
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Minister made it categorical
clear that “our stand has not
changed” that there would be
no re-drawing of borders.

But he added that it would
require human ingenuity to rec-
oncile the three positions: (a)
the Indian position that the
border will be re-drawn; (b) the
Pakistani position that status
quo was unacceptable; and, (c)
his own formulation that while
the border would not be re-
drawn it was possible to make
the border irrelevant.

Position on Iran

The Prime Minister also an- |
swered a number of questions ‘
on the American irritation with |
Indian position on Iran and ‘
whether this irritation was go- |
ing to jeopardise the July 18 |
India-U.S. agreement on civil-
ian nuclear energy. Dr. Singh
clarified that India did not hold
a “brief” or offered an “alibi” for
Teheéran’s nuclear programme
and that India continued to be-
lieve that Iran was under an
obligation to fulfill all interna-
tional commitments. It was also
India’s view that “another nu- :
clear state in our neighborhood
was not desirable.”

Conceding that both Presi-
dent Bush and Secretary of
State Rice did bring up the mat-
ter of Iran, the Prime Minister
asserted that “I do not see a
crisis in our relationship” and
that differences between New
Delhi and Washington were on-
ly on tactics, not on objectives.
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‘MANY POSSIBILITIES ON J&K’

Violence
must end
first:

51

PARIS, Sept. 11. — The
Prime Minister has once
again ruled out any
redrawing of borders in
J&K but said he was ready
to look at various possibili-
ties of a solution and he
had many things to discuss
with the Pakistan President
when they meet later this
week in New York.

Dr Manmohan Singh,
who arrived here today on a
three-day visit to France,
told journalists accompany-
ing him that Pakistan must
destroy the “terrorist infra-
structure” targeted at J&K
to enable the peace process
to forge ahead.

Asked if he stood by his
earlier observation that
Gen. Pervez Musharraf

Dr Singh addresses the media
before his denartire Arm

THE T

PM

A

was a man to be trusted,
Dr Singh said with a smile:
“I have not changed my
views.”

Dr Singh said the two
countries should work “to
make these boundaries
(J&K border) irrelevant”
and added that “there are
many possibilities (of solu-
tion) and many things to
discuss”.

The Prime Minister saic
Pakistan had taken “some
steps” since his meetin
with Gen. Musharraf i
New Delhi in April t
check anti-India terrorist
from its soil, but muc
more was needed to t
done. “For anything t
happen violence has t
cease,” he said.

The Prime Minister wi
hold talks with Frenc
leaders, including Presi
dent Mr Jacques Chirac
and Prime¢ Minister Mr
Dominique de Villepin.

Earlier in New Delhi, he
promised to convey India’s
commitment to further
strengthen the strategic
partnership with France,
adds SNS. “It’s our inten-
tion to further expand co-
operation in the fields of
trade and investment, de-
fence, space, civilian nu-
clear energy, advanced sci-
ence and technology as
well as cultural and civili-
sational ties,” he said.

He will also interact
with French businessmen
and seek ways to promote
bilateral trade. He will
leave for New York on
Tuesday to attend the UN
General Assembly session
and return to India on 17
September.
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Role model tag
on Buddhadeb . line, says CM

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, Aug. 24: If
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
said yesterday he support-
ed what Manmohan Singh
was trying to do in Delhi,
it was the Prime Minis-
ter’s turn today to return
the compliment.

“Every chief minister
should learn from Bud-
dhadeb’s role model,” Singh
told Parliament amid enthu-
siastic thumping of desks.

The glee in Congress ranks
was the most palpable because
they thought the Prime Minis-
ter, an economist by training,
had made a clever political
turn by exploiting an apparent
contradiction in the CPM.

Travelling in Singapore
yesterday, Bhattacharjee had
said he favoured “100 per cent
privatisation”, presumably in-
cluding foreign investment, of
new ports and airports.

It seemed his statement
was in conflict with the party’s
position, which is not comfort-
able with fully private-owned
ports and airports.

Of late; however, it copears
to have come round to the view
that though existing ports and
airports cannot be privatised,
new projects can come up with
private investment.

There was little obvious
reason for the Prithe Minister
to comment on Bhattachar-
jee’s trip since he was speak-
ing in the Rajya Sabha on the
employment guarantee bill.

Yet, he chose to digress.

PM PRAISES...

“He is doing what we should
all be doing,” Singh said, refer-
ring to Bhattacharjee’s efforts
to attract foreign investment.

CPM politburo members
Sitaram Yechury and Brinda
Karat were in the House when
Singh made his comments. In
Delhi, the CPM has been opp-
osing nearly every reform
measure,

On the contrary, Bhattach-
arjee said: “Our Prime Minis-
ter is working very hard to
take India forward and he has
avision for it.”

A prithie ministerjal aide
said Singh had read today The
Telegraph report on Bhat-
tacharjee’s statements.

If Singh caused consterna-
tion in the CPM, other Left
parties were vocal. “We are op-
posed to giving foreign in-
vestors control over such sen-
sitive areas as airports and
telecom. The CPM must re-
solve its own contradictions,”
said Abani Roy of the RSP

0

q. ¢ ™

eft

y line is party

ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Singapore, Aug. 24: Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee is confi-
dent the CPM stands by his re-
form agenda — even on con-
troversial issues such as pri-
vate, including foreign, invest-
ment in new ports and air-
ports.

Away from home, he knew
his views on private invest-
ment in new ports and air-
ports could raise questions
within the party. Singapore-
based investors and fund man-
agers too confronted him with
the question whether he had
his party behind him — in
Bengal and Delhi.

Asked if his views on pri-
vate investment in new ports
and airports had his party’s
approval, he said: “It (the
party’s view) is what [ say. [
consciously said what I had
said about airport privatisa-
tion yesterday.”

He sought to clarify, howev-
er, that he — and his party —
wanted the modernisation of
existing ports and airports to
be carried out under a “public-
private partnership”. But the
private sector, domestic and
foreign, can “build, run and
manage greenfield projects,
on a 100 per cent equity basis”.

That means he has no prob-
lem with a second airport in
Calcutta coming up entirely in
the private sector.

Even Singapore’s foreign
minister, George Yeo, quizzed
him on his “communist gov-
ernment”. The minister told

....KARAT CRINGES?

him that his government had
“reservations” about Bengal
because of its Left rulers.

“We are staunch capital-
ists and you are communists.
So how can we invest in your
state?” he asked Bhattachar-
jee. But he had been hearing
“good things” about the Ben-
gal government and the chief
minister. “I'd like to come and
see things for myself,” he as-
sured Bhattacharjee.

The chief minister sought
to downplay reports about dif-
ferences with the party, but
added that the CPM had been
debating sometssuesand try-
ing toreach a “consensus”.

“All political parties in the
world are debating new is-
sues,” he added.

“Believe in Bengal,” he
said and cited cases where it
has shown the way in reforms.
Bengal was the first state to
get into a public-private part-
nership in housing.

B See Page 8
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Give up arms and fight
polis, PM tells naxalltes

M o
There is no grievance that cannot be solved by democratic means

PRESS FREEDOM: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh receives a caricature of himself from Koratala Satyanarayana ,
Chairman of the Prajasakti Sahitee Samastha at.the Silver Jubilee celebrations of Prqjasakti in Hyderabad on

+ Sunday. Mr. Singh was maugumtmg a national seminar on “Press and the Nation.” At right is Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy. - PHOTO: P.V. SIVAKUMAR
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“FM halts
PSUs™
sell-off ™

New Delhi, August 16

p M
HT Corporate Bureau q
-

the behest of
the Left, he
denied it, say-
ing the deci-
sion was tak-
en almost a
month ago.
This is in any
case in conso-
nance with
the common
minimum
programme
of the UPA,
he said.
Earlier in
the day in
Parliament,
minister of

Nalco,

and Fertiliser.

STRATEGIC SALE or privatisa-
tion is dead. The epitaph has thus
been written for the NDA govern-
ment’s successful divestment pro-
gramme. Finance minister P. Chi-
dambaram said on Tuesday that
the Centre was abandoning its
plans to sell stakes in state-run
units to strategic investors as the
process was not transparent.
Asked if it was being done at

Shelved
& Plans to sell
stakes in state

run companies
abandoned

# Centre blames
process,
calling it not
transparent

state for finance S.S. Palaniman-
ickam said the government was
calling off its disinvestment drive
in 13 state-run companies. The
firms include aluminium-maker
oil refiner Hindustan
Petrochemicals Ltd, Engineers In-
dia Limited, Shipping Corpora-
tion of India, National Fertilisers
Limited and Rashtriya Chemicals

The decision, which comes just
10 days after the government put
on hold its plans to sell a stake in

engineering firm Bharat Heavy
Electricals Ltd and its residual
stake in car-maker Maruti Udyog
Ltd, will be a blow to its plans to
fund projects for the rural poor
through asset sales. The cash-
strapped government plans to set

run firms.

up an investment fund with the
proceeds of asset sales to pay for
infrastructure projects for the ru-
ral poor and to revive weak state-

The Left, which is backing th
Congress-led government, has
been threatening to launch a na-
tionwide protest if the Centre
steps up sales in profit-making
firms. The government had cho-
sen to look at the offloading of
minority shareholding in the cap-
ital markets, but the Left opposed

such a move and even threatened
to launch a mass movement.
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Half-hearted steps by Pak.

won't do: Manmohan

P

quh

Our vision is growth that would improve the life of common man

)

CALL TO THE NATION: Prime Minister Manmohan Smgh ending his Independente Day address saying 'Jaz Hind’
from the ramparts of the Red Fort in Delhi on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!: Firmly identifying his
Government with the aam aad-
mi (common man), Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh told the
nation from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on Independence Day
that India’s future was “ex-
tremely bright” but the focus
would need to be on economic
growth and social justice.

Using the nation’s grandest
pulpit, the Prime Minister in-
voked the Mahatma’s definition
of swaraj and said his Govern-
ment’s National Common Mini-
mum Programme had the same
goal. “The benefits of [this] pro-
gress and growth must reach all
sections of society in a fair man-
ner. Qur vision is not just of eco-
nomic growth, but also of a
growth which would improve
the life of the aam aadmi.”

Dr. Singh used the occasion to
send out a message to Pakistan
as also to the terrorist groups in
Jammu and Kashmir that “as
long as they continue their ter-
rorist attacks, our armed forces
will be alert and given them a
fitting response.” He acknowl-
edged that the Pakistan Govern-

e Golden Quadrilateral to be slx;ianed

e Corruption in qovernmen{” not to be tolerated

o Pay reasonable price for electricity

o No child to be deprived of primary education

¢ Medicines to be made available at reasonable prices

o kAlI help to Mumbai and other rain or flood-hit states

ment had put some checks on
the “activities of terrorists from
its soil.” However, these were
“half-hearted efforts” and “it is
necessary that the entire infras-
tructure of terrorism is totally
dismantled.”

“Door open for talks”

Arguing that no problem was
beyond “discussion and dia-
logue,” the Prime Minister said
the Government’s door was
open and invited “everyone to
join us to discuss the problems
of the State of Jammu and Kash-
mir so that its people can lead a
life of peace and dignity.” But “if
violence continues, then our re-
sponse too will be hard.”

Dr. Singh regretted that “com-
plete peace and tranquillity”
eluded regions such as Jammu
and Kashmir and the northeast.
The armed forces were called
upon to deal with a difficult sit-
uation. For them, he announced
a Prime Minister’s Scholarship
Scheme, under which each year
scholarship would be awarded to
5,000 children of those soldiers
who “laid down their lives in the
service of the nation.”

Conceding that “accidents do
happen once in a while,” the
Prime Minister —mentioned
about the committee to review
the provisions of the controver-
sial Armed Forces Special Pow-
ers Act. In a clear message to the

people in the northeast, he said

“: the “Report of this Committee is
;"7 - ‘being examined in detail and we
< - will take -all necessary steps so

that there are no violations of
human rights under this Act.”

On terrorism and extremism,
he said: “a democratic govern-
ment should be able to differ-
entiate between the genuine
problems of people and the de-
signs of terrorists.” In any case,
extremism was a challenge that
not only required “a united re-
sponse from all of us” but also
called for “ a political resolution
of this problem.”

The “composite dialogue”
with Pakistan was continuing,
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
highway had been reopened and
“discussions are also going on on
a gas pipeline from Iran to India
via Pakistan.” He made a specific
mention of the project in the
context of the controversy over
his remarks on the pipeline pro-
ject during his recent visit to the
United States.

Text of Manmohan's speech on
www.hinduonnet.com




The Prime Minister in the Rajya Sabha on August 11, about the Nanavati Commission Report on the 1984 Sikh massacres

‘A great natlonal

R.CHAIRMAN, Sir, I
must confess to you, at
the very outset, that

speaking on this occasion has
meant a great emotional strain for
me. We are discussing the issues
which have grave implications not
only on the future of a brave com-
munity but also on the future of our
nation, Four thousand people.were
killed in this great national tragedy
that took place in 1984. This should
be an occasion for introspection,
how working together as a united
nation, we can find new pathways
to ensure that such ghastly
tragedies never again take place in
our country.

Irespectfully submit that thisis
not achieved by pursuing partisan
goals, apportioningblame. And I,
‘as the Prime Minister of this coun-
try, have no hesitation in saying
that what happened —the death of
agreat Prime Minister who had
served our country with the great-
est distinction in peace and war,
who brought victory to this country
in the eventful days of the :

- Bangladesh War; her death at the
hands of her own bodyguards —
was a great national tragedy.

What happened subsequently
was equally shameful. I know for
certain, having worked with Indi-
raji, she would have never ap-
proved of any harm coming toa
single individual on account of
anything that was done to her. We
all know the eyents of 1984, the
tragic events in the Golden Tem-
ple. There was top-level demands

on the Prime Minister to change
her Sikh bodyguards and she said,
“I would not be worthy of being the
daughter of Indian revolutionif I
were to start suspecting people

on the basis of their religion or
community.”

Sir, I have no hesitation in.
saying that what took place
after Indiraji’s death was a
great national shame, a
great national tragedy. I
have seen public statements
of the honorable leaders of
the opposition saying that1
should ask the forgiveness
of the country. [ accompa-
nied the Congress President
to Harmandir Sahib some
five or six years ago, when
we together prayed, “God
give us the strength, show us
the way that such things
never again take place in
our country.”

I have no hesitation in
apologising not only to the
Sikh community but the

. whole Indian nation be-
cause what took place in
1984 is the negation of the
concept of nationhood and
what enshrined in our Con-
stitution. So, I am not
standing on any false pres-
tige. On behalf of our Gov-
ernment, on behalf of the
entire people of this country,
I bow my head in shame that
such thing took place.

But, Sir, there are ebbs, there are
tides in the affairs of nations. The
past iswith us. We cannot rewrite
the past. But as human beings, we
have the willpower and we have the
ability to write better future for all
of us. Thisdebate serves tofocus at-

tention on the quest for thatbetter

future, that all our citizens to

whichever community the may
belong, that they should feel hon-
ourable members of our nation,
that they have every right and abil-
ity tolead a life of dignity and self-
respect as equal citizens of this an-
cient land of ours with glorious
traditions of over 5000 years.

Ifthe debate had turned on these
eventsit would have served its pur-
pose. But reading out extracts
sometimes out of context, some-
times in context does notlead usto
those pathways. I started by saying,
Sir, that we are discussing the fu-
ture, the conduct, the aspirations,
emotions, fears of a brave commu-
nitywhich has played a glowing
role in India’s history. Ahluwaliaji
quoted Guru NanakbutI also
know what significant, social eco-
nomic and societal changes came
to this blessed land of Punjab after
the advent of our Gurus.

Our Gurus gave us a message of
an inclusive society, secularismin
practice and also subsequently, the
Sikh history saw difficult periods
and we saw examples of great val-
our. Guru Gobind Singh after he
lost all his four sons, his mother and
his father did not lose heart. Thisis
ourlegacy. This, Mr, Chairman,
Sir, thisis the legacy of thisbrave
community. After a great deal of
struggle for the first time, it came to
Mabharaja Ranjit Singh toexpand
our frontiers and to prove tous and
to show to us that our frontiersdo
not lie in traditional manners
where we define that India’sde-

- fence lies as far aswhat happened

in Afghanistan.

This is the proud history of this
community. During the British
times, it was the brave Sikh com-

~ munity which developed the canal

colonies of the erstwhile united
Punjab which made Punjab the
granary of India. With Partition the
Sikhssuffered the grievous loss.
Our community was divided into
two parts. All of them were forced
to migrate to this part of the Pun-
jab; and [ know hundreds of cases
where people came to India with
their clothes. They had nothing else
tofall back upon.

But, they converted that adver-
sity into an opportunity to recon-
struct, to rebuilt their lives and re-
built the life of our nation. And, we
all know how a very deficit, poor,
East-Punjab state, once again
emergedon the screen of India as
number one state in terms of per-
capitaincome, as the state known
for the start of the Green Revolu-
tion in our country.

Ithink, attempts have been
made by the hon. Opposition
Members and I don’t want to quar-
rel with any one of them on this oc-
casion to separate the Sikh com-
munity from the great traditions of
the Congress Party.

Irespectfully say to our
Opposition Members that
post-Partition Punjab
would not have been a pros-
perous state as it is today
but for the visionary leader-
ship and support that the
people of Punjab received
from Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Min-
ister of India.

There are no Akali Members sit-
ting here and I do not want to score
any point. But, it is also the fact
that when that glorious chapter in
the history of Punjab was being
written, the Akali Dal wasbusyin
dividing the people of Punjabon
communal lines. I am not scoring
any point. History is there. The

first Akali Government came to
power in Punjab in 1967 and what

‘resultit produced, [ am not going

to talk about that.

RECORD

Therefore, we are discussing
events. We must view themina
proper perspective. Then, came
the events of late 70s. There was a
nefarious design developed out-
side our country, as a part of the
theory of inflicting on our country a
thousand cuts. And, out of that,
came the sad period in Punjab’s
history which lasted until the mid-
1990s. The events of 1984 are all
part of that great tragedy.

It took the nation great effort to
get Punjab out of that sad chapter.
The Sikh community had the vi-
sion to fight back the nefarious de-
signs of the enemies of our country
to create a situation where there
would be a permanent strength be-
tween the Sikh community and the
national mainstream. It took the
Sikh community a lot of time to re-
gainits self-confidence after the
tragic events of 1984. I have inter-
acted with hundreds and hundreds
of Sikh young men who doubted,
at that time, whether they had a
place in building a prosperous
united Indian nation. Iwent
abroad and several young Sikh
people —students and teachers—
used to come to me with the same
questions. And, I think, that would
have been a great national tragedy
had we allowed the enemies of our

nation tobring about a permanent .

rift between the Sikh community
and the national mainstream.
Ithink, itis a tribute to ourna-
tionalleadership of all shades—1
am not finding fault with anyone —
that defeated the nefarious designs

of forces inimical to our country.
The Sikh community has regained
its self-confidence. I think, today
terrorist elements do not sway the
minds of our people, the way it was
feared in the 1980s. But someone
said, “Eternal vigilance is the price
of liberty.” And, I appeal toall the
segments of this House, [et us not
create asituation; letusnotuse a
language which will, once again,
give handle to those forces who are
inimical to our country’s unity and
integrity and who play upon the
sentiments of innocent Sikh
youths. Itis no service to the Sikh
community. Itis no service toour
nation. I say so witl great respect
that some of the things which have

‘been said, they do not promote that

objective.

I started by saying that we
cannot undo the past, but
we have an option, today, to
build a better future. Let us
help the Sikh community to
get out of that trauma of
1984, Valiant efforts have
been made by all our na-
tional leadership to achieve
that task, and we have suc--
ceeded. Let us not do any- .
thing which will reverse
that process.

You may not like the Congress
Party, but who can deny India’s his-
tory? I mention the role of Jawa-
harlal Nehru. After the tragic
events of 1984, the uppermost
thing that was in the mind of Rajiv
Gandhiji, whenhe became the
Prime Minister, was how to bring
back the Punjab into the national
mainstream. I recall the first thing
that he said to me, when he ap-
pointed me the Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commission. He
said, “This is my top priority.”

And, he worked assiduously to end

thatsad chapter.
I know he was asked in a meet-

- ing, where I was also present, that,

in the process, he had harmed the

Congress Party; he had handed
over the Government of Punjab to
the Akali Dal. And, I still recall
what Rajivji said on that occasion.
He said, “It isimmaterial whether
the Congress Party wins or loses.
What is really of substance is that
India should prosper and India
should develop.” That’s the legacy.

There were lapsesin 1984. Sev-
eral commissions have gone into
this matter. We all know that we
still do not know the truth, and the
search must go on. This present
commission is no exception to that.
I'said in the other House, and I
think Nilotpalji also pointed out,
that this Commission was not ap-
pointed by us.

The records of this august House
would show how this Commission
came to be appointed. A question
was put to the then hon. Home
Minister about the 1984 riots. A
supplementary was, then, asked
about setting up of a commission.
And, there was some discussion. I
was sitting on the other side, at that
time, on the Chair where Shri
Jaswant Singhyjtis seated. And, [
thought that the Question Hour
was notan occasion to discuss such
serious issues. So, I did not rise
from my seat. After the Question
Hour, Iwalked out.

And, what did the then hon.
Home Minister of State saywhen
he went out? He said, “I'was to ap-
point a Commission of Inquiry to
gointo the 1984 events, but Dr.
Manmohan Singh prevented me
from doing that.” I protested that
because that was not true. I speak
from my memory, and [hope Iam
correct. Shri LK. Advaniji then

had to apologise to this House that -

what he had stated outside was not
correct. The Commission was born
in circumstances over whichwe
had no control, we had no choice
aboutitsterms of reference and we
had no choice about who will be
heading this Commission. The Re-
portisbefore us,and one thing it
conclusively states is that there isno
evidence, whatsoever, against the
topleadership of the Congress
Party. That lie, which has over the

last 21 years been used to poison
the minds of the Sikh youth, stands
nailed conclusively.

There are, of course, individuals
mentioned, The Commission has
not come forward with conclusive
conclusions. These are in the realm
of probabilities. And, I'stated yes-
terday, in the other House, that
there is such a thing as perception,
thereissuchathingasthesenti-
‘ment of both the Houses of Parlia-
ment, and respecting that senti-
ment, whosoever figures in the
Nanavati Report—and the Com-
mission has in its wisdom found it
necessary to draw an adverse infer-
ence about their conduct or behav-
iour—we will reopen those cases.

So, that commitment I have given.

One of my colleagues, avalued
colleague, has tendered his resig-
nation, That resignation hasbeen
accepted. Questions have been
raised about the rehabilitation of
the affected families. I recognise
that there may have been short-
comings. I have committed our
Government to do all that we can
to ensure that these widows, chil-
dren and other relatives who did
suffer in the wake of the 1984 riots,
whether in Dethi or outside —we
have a solemn obligation to help
them to forget that sad chapter —
lead, once again, alife of dlgmty
and self-respect.

There are some pohce officers
against whom the ATR has made

_ amention. There is a normal rule

that you can take action against
Government officers four years

tired many, many years ago. But
within the ambit of law, whatever
action we can take, we will reopen
those cases also if the law of the
land permits that. So, Sir, you have
my assurance that our Govern-
ment stands committed to do all
that we can humanly do to go to
the root of the problem, that all
those individuals about whom the
Commission has drawn adverse
inferences, suggestions, and rec-
ommendations, we will have an-
otherlook at them, and that we
will provide effective assistance to
all the widows, children and the af-
fected families so that they can
lead a life of dignity and self-re-
spect. Those police officers, whose
conduct the Commission has ad-
versely commented, we will see
what canbe done, we will have a
relook at those cases within the
ambit of law.

In conclusion, Sir, I would, once
again, say what I started by saying
at the beginning, we are dealing
with the past, the present and the
future of a very brave community
which has bold traditions, which
hasbeena part of our national
mamstream, whichhas con-
tributd far above its proportion-
ate share in our population, in the

national freedom struggle, which -~

has contributed, admirably, to the
processes of social and economic
development in our country,
which have, as a result, made Pun-
jab one of the most prosperous
States of our country. Letus do
nothing to weaken its spirit of self-
confidence and its legacy through-
out its history to be the sword arm
of Punjab.

Iwas pained yesterday
when one hon, Member in
the other House brought up
instances where Sikh person-
nel of the Armed Forces suf-
fered in 1984. Shri Rajnath
Singh brought up that sad
chapter again. I respectfully
submit to you, that was the
most painful chapter in the

sham, a great national tragedy’

history of our country. By re-
living that, by reminding us
again and againyou do not
promote the cause of na-
tional integration, of
strengthening our nation of
sense of security. Please do
not play politics with the sen-
timents of a brave commus
nity like the Sikhs.

Sir, with these words, I once
again, appeal to this House that

" these events of 1984 should be

viewed from a wider perspective,
that the past cannot be brought
back, cannot be undone, butlet us,
as a united nation, find new path-
ways to ensure that our nation will
never again go through such trau-
mas, whether they are in Delhior
in Gujarat or in any other part of
the country.

Our minorities, religious,
cultural and social, have an
honoured place in our Con-
stitution. The founding fa-
thers of our Republic gave -
us a Constitution of which
we can be legitimately ‘
proud. And as I said, partici-

~ patingin the debate on my

visit to the United States
some days ago, wherever I
go, people marvel about the

polity that India is a country
destiny, seeking its salva-

tion, in the framework of an
open society, an open econ-
omy and deep and abiding
commitment to the dignity
of individuals and respect
for all fundamental human
freedoms.

There have been aberrations. To
errishuman. I canonly conclude
by saying that all of us should ask
forgiveness of those who have suf-
‘feredin this tragedy. Yesterday, in
the other House, I quoted a sen-
tence from Gurbani, and my friend,
Sardar Balwant Singh, whowas the
Finance Minister of the Akali Gov-
ernment, a friend of 35 years’
standing, who studied with me in
college, narrated to me how that
period of sadness, of turmoil,
ended when Rajiv Gandhi signed
the Accord with Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal. Santji was of two
minds. And, then Sardar Balwant
Singh told me that Santji said, “Let
me seek guidance from Guru
‘Granth Sahib.” And, both of them
went to the ypper storey of Sardar
BalwantSingh’s house and they,
opened up the page from the Guru
Granth Sahib, and the first stanza
that was on that page was like this:
“Hoye ikkattar, milo mere bhai/du-
vidha chhad, karam liv layee.” Tt
means, “Come and gather to-
gether, O mybrothers/Dispel your
dilemma, and give yourselfto the
task at hand!”

I conclude my speech by appeal-
ing to this august House, let the
spirit of working steadfastly for na-
tional reconciliation, for wiping
out tears from the eyes of each and
every one of citizens be our guid-
ing principle. It was the firm belief
of the Father of our Nation, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, to wipe every tear
from every eye as mortals, human
beings. That goal may be not at-
tainable, but that is the inspiration
which should inspire us in what
we discuss and what we do in this

* august House.

I'thankyou, Sir.




PM's apology to

Stkhs and nation

HT Political Bureau
New Delhi, August 11

Anti-Sikh riots| 21 years after

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan Singh on Thursday apolo-
gised to the nation for the 1984 anti-Sikh riots that took place
after Indira Gandhi's assassination, saying he was not stand-
ing on any “false prestige” and bowed his head in shame.
Indira’s assassination was a “great national tragedy” and
“what happened subsequently was equally shameful”, Singh
said, assuring action against those named in the Justice

Nanavati Commission report.

“Tam not standing on any false prestige. On behalf of
our government, on behalf of the entire people of
this country, I bow my head in shame that such
a thing took place,” he said while interven-
ing in the discussion on the Opposition-
sponsored motion in Rajya Sabha. Home
minister Shivraj Patil replied to the dis-
cussion and the motion moved by Raj-
nath Singh was rejected by the House.

The Prime Minister said he had
seen statements by Opposition lead-
ers that he should seek the country’s
forgiveness. “I have no hesitation in
apologising to the Sikh community,”
he said. “I apologise not only to the
Sikh community but to the whole
Indian nation because what took
place in 1984 is the negation of the
concept of nationhood enshrined
in our Constitution.”

Continued on P4

n behalf of the govt,
I bow my head in shame

FILE PHOTOS

Riot rippl

® MP SAJJAN Kumar sent in
his resignation to Delhi CM
Sheila Dixit. He had been
indicted by the Jain
Banerjee Commission set
up to look into 1984 riot

cases that were not
registered or not probed

® The government will set up
two committees to ensure
compensation to the riot victims. Union home
minister Shivraj Patil said in the Rajya Sabha
that the committees would sort out all relevant
issues “within one or two months”. The
government would also ensure that
adequate compensation would be
provided this time. Patil gave
the House details of what
has been paid so far

a Shiromani Akali Dal
activists burnt a
common effigy of

Jagdish Tytler, H.K.L.
Bhagat and Sajjan
Kumar. Other
organisations,
such as Jharkhand
Sikh vikash
Manch, also
burnt effigies
of Tytler and
Sajjan, both of
whom have
quit from their
positions
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with U.S.: Manmohan

“Not ganging up with U.S. against China”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh told the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday that the Indo-
U.S. joint statement was not a
departure from the basic tenets
of the country’s foreign policy.
He denied there was any secret
accord with the U.S. and said all
that had been agreed to was in-
cluded in the joint statement.

The Government had not
made any commitment on the
ongoing negotiations on the Fis-
sile Material Cut-off Treaty oth-
er than what had been made by
the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) regime.

Responding to a discussion on
his recent visit to Washington,
the Prime Minister said while
the U.S. had a different view on
supporting India’s claim for a
seat in the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, “when the time

-~ e
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comes, I have reason to believe
that we will not be ignored.”

Addressing himself primarily
to the observations made by the
NDA and Left members, Dr.
Singh sought to allay Communi-
st Party of India (Marxist) mem-
ber Rupchand Pal’s fear that the
U.S. had agreed to accommodate
India’s interests to contain Chi-
na. “I want to dispel the ‘illusion’
of any military alliance. We are
not ganging up with the U.S.
against China.”

Of the view that a strategic
engagement with the U.S. was
important in the “world we live
in,” Dr. Singh maintained that
his objective was to widen In-
dia’s developmental options. “As
Minister for Atomic Energy, I
know that our atomic energy
programme has lagged behind.”
Arguing that India was too de-
pendent on hydrocarbon im-
ports, he said his endeavour was

s o
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to persuade the U.S. to lift the
restrictions that hampered In-
dia’s quest for faster access to
nuclear energy.

On the oft-repeated appre-

hension whether separation of

the civilian and military compo-
nents of India’s nuclear pro-
gramme was feasible, Dr. Singh
answered in the affirmative. “I
had the advice of the Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (AEC).” Also, he revealed
that negotiations had been held
up for close to 14 hours because
of his insistence that the final
draft would have to have the ap-
proval of the AEC Chairman.
Further, separation would not
be imposed but would be “decid-
ed voluntarily and solely on our
own judgment.” It would be a
phased identification, and it
“will be so phased that our stra-
tegic programme is safeguard-
ed.”




PM launches 6-page

New Delhi: Dismissing opp051-
tion criticism of a ‘sell-out’ to the
US on the nuclear issue, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on Fri-
day asserted in Parliament that
there was no compromise on In-
dia’s fundamental and strategic
needs and that “autonomous” con-
trol of its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme would be retained.

India’s nuclear commitments in
the recent Indo-US joint statement
would be “conditional upon, and
reciprocal to, the US fulfilling its
side” of the understanding, he
said, seeking to allay fears by Left
parties and other allies.

Making identical statements in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sab-
ha, the Prime Minister said “reci-
procity” was the key to the imple-

g 0 \ ?_m’]l..
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mentation of all steps enumeratetf
in the joint statement reached in
Washington after his talks with US
President George W Bush.

“There is nothing in this joint
statement that amounts to limit-
ing or inhibiting our strategic nuc-
lear weapons programme over wh-
ich we will retain unrestricted and
autonomous control,” Singh said.

“We expect a close co-relation
between the actions to be taken by
the US and by India. Indian ac-
tions will be contingent on actions
taken by the other side. Should we
not be satisfied that our interests
are fully secured, we shall not feel
pressed to move ahead in a pre-de-
termined manner,” he said.

UPA chief Sonia Gandhi, leader
of the Lok Sabha Pranab Mukher-

defence of N-deal
Ve, eadol o the opposition L K

Advani and former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee were
among those present when Singh
read out the six-page statement.
The Prime Minister said full
civilian nuclear energy coopera-
tion would include, but not limit it-
self, to the expeditious considera-
tion of fuel supplies for Tarapur.
Speaking about India’s decision
to demarcate military and civilian
nuclear facilities and place the lat-
ter under international safegua-
rds, he said India would never ac-
cept discrimination. “Hence, the
phased action... of identification
and separation of civilian nuclear
facilities based on our own cali-
brated national decisions will be
taken at appropriate points...” en
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PM's US visit areal s

By Chidanand Rajghatta/'I’NN

Washington: Its nothing like the Harry
Potter mania, but Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh’s visit to the US is a sell-
out. Not the kind the Left parties are
cautioning about. Tickets, passes, and
invitations for the Prime Minister’'s
public events can’t be had now for mon-
ey or influence.

The National Press Club has sold out
its July 20 luncheon ($16 for members, $
32 for guests) and late hopefuls are now
being put on a wait-list. Passes for the
PM’s address to the Joint Session of
Congress have also been exhausted,

with Congressional aides now turning °

away constituents.

Its another matter that many of those
who collect the passes do not show up.
Many law-makers, too, stayed away
from Prime Minister Vajpayee’s address
to the joint session on September 14,
2000, although if they had cared to hear
or even read him, they might have
recognised his foresight on an issue that
was to stun the world a year later, al-
most to the day.

“Indeed, in our neighbourhood, reli-
gious war has not just been fashioned
into, it has been proclaimed to be, an in-
strument of State policy,” Vajpayee had
said, warning, “Distance offers no insu-
lation. It should not cause compla-
cence.”

'

Manmohan Singh addresses the media
in the special Air-india flight on his way
to Frankfurt on Saturday

Manmohan Singh, who speaks in a
dry professorial style of someone deliv-
ering a post-lunch lecture, may be less

-out

3 eloquent than Vajpayee, but evidently,

he commands a deep respect on account '
of his background as an international :
civil servant and an economist.

But the most coveted event of the vis-
it is the White House dinner banquet for
which only around 150 people are said to
been invited. It’s part of the ritual asso-
ciated with a State visit, a 128-year-old
White House tradition meant to honour
a visiting dignitary and bestow prestige
on the nation he represents.

The Bush White House is not exactly
big on state visits, having hosted just
five such events in the five years it has
been in office. Those honoured include
leaders from Mexico, Philippines,
Poland and Kenya. Leaders of China,
Russia, Britain, Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia, with whom Washington conducts
serious business, haven’t made the cut.

But either because pomp and
pageantry is music to Indian ears, or be-
cause (recognizing that) the Bush ad-
ministration has decided to give the In-
dian Prime Minister the royal treat-
ment, the White House is rolling out the
red carpet, complete with guard of hon-
our, and all the bells and whistles asso-
ciated with the State visit.

For the record, the first State visit to
the US was by King Kalakaua of Hawaii,
who came to the White House in 1874
when the island was still an independ-
ent nation.
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‘From the open shores of India’s immense humanity...’. Quoting Gandhi, Nehru and Tagore in Oxford, the PM recalls
the Raj, the National Movement, his own student days, and other aspects of India and Britain’s long history of ‘give and take’

The Good Doctor returns to the Dreaming Spires

Mr Chancellor, Mr: Vice-
Chancellor, Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

MUST, at the outset, ex-

press my deep sense of

shock and anger at the

terrorist attacks in Lon-
donyesterday. [ convey sincere
condolences to the families and
friends of the deceased and
those who have been injured.
also extend the sympathy and
solidarity of the people of India
with the people of the United
Kingdom, in particular the citi-
zens of London.

[ arrived here in the United
Kingdom after dealing with
the aftermath of yet another

. terrorist attack in India. It 1s
clear once again that terrorism
is a global threat. Terrorism
anywhere is a threat to peace,
freedom, human dignity and
civilisation everywhere. Terror-
ism is cowardice aimed at in-
nocent people. It is fed on ha-
tred and cynicism. Every time
terrorists strike anywhere, all
of us who believe in democracy
and the rule of law must stand
together and affirm our com-
mitment to fight this scourge
resolutely and unitedly.

Isincerely hope that all those
who cherish and value open
and free societies will join hands

in the war against | .~ ..
‘ - | deed, at the begin-
i ning of the 20th

terrorism, wherev-
eritis fought. [wi- |
sh the people of |
London well. I
pray that their lives
will soon return to
normalcy and they
can resume their
celebrations for
having London ch-
osen as the venue

contributed a great deal to this
renewed self-confidence of a
resurgent India.

The economics we learnt at
Oxford in the 1950s was also
marked by optimism about the
economic prospects for the
post-War and post-colonial
world. But in the 1960s and
1970s, much of the focus of de-
velopment economics shifted
to concerns about the limits to
growth. There was consider-
able doubt about the benefits
of international trade for devel-
oping countries. I must confess
that when I returned home to
India, [ was struck by the deep
distrust of the world displayed
by many of my countrymen.
We were influenced by the
legacy of our immediate past.
Not just by the perceived neg-
ative consequences of British
imperial rule, but also by the
sense that we were left out in
the cold by the Cold War.

There is no doubt that our
grievance against the British
Empire had a sound basis. As
the painstaking statistical work
of the Cambridge historian
Angus Maddison has shown,
India’s share of world income
collapsed from 22.6 per cent in
the year 1700, almost equal to
Europe’s share of 23.3 per cent
at that time, to aslow as 3.8 per

—, cent in 1952. In-

| Century, “the bri-
ghtest jewel in the
British  Crown”
was the poorest co-
untry in the world
in terms of per
capita  income.
However, what is
significant about

‘India’s share of world income collapsed from
22.6 per cent in the year 1700, almost equal to
Europe’s share of 23.3 per cent at that time, to
as low as 3.8 per cent in 1952. Indeed, at the
beginning of the 20th century, ‘the brightest
jewel in the British Crown’ was the poorest
country in the world in terms of per capita
income. However, what is significant about the
Indo-British relationship is the fact that
despite the economic impact of colonial rule,
the relationship between individual Indians
and Britons, even at the time of our
Independence, was relaxed and... benign’

for the 2012 Olympics.

Today is a very emotional
day for me. Oxford bringsback
many fond memories that I
cherish. For this reason, as
much as for the intrinsic value
of the honour you bestow upon
me, | am truly overwhelmed. I
am grateful to you, Mr Chan-
cellor, and to your colleagues,
for this honour. I have had the
good fortune of receiving sev-
eral honorary degrees. How-
ever, there can be nothing
more valuable or precious than
receiving an honorary degree
from one’s own alma mater. o
be so honoured by a university
where one has burnt the
proverbial midnight oil toeam
aregular degree, isa truly most
fulfilling experience. I thank
you for it. This is a day I will
truly cherish.

The world has changed be-
yond recognition since I was a
student here. Yet, some age-
old problems endure. Develop-
ing countries have found anew
voice, a new status and have ac-

the Indo-British relationship is
the fact that despite the eco-
nomic impact of colonial rule,
the relationship between indi-
vidual Indians and Britons,
even at the time of our Inde-
pendence, was relaxed and, I
may even say, benign.

This was best exemplified by
the exchange that Mahatma
Gandhi had here at Oxford in
1931 when he met members of
the Raleigh Club and the In-
dian Majlis. The Mahatma was
in England then for the Round
Table Conference and during
its recess, he spent two week-
ends at the home of A.D. Lind-
say, then the Master of Balliol.
At this meeting, the Mahatma
was asked: “How far would
you cut India off from the Em-
pire?” His reply was precise —
“From the Empire, com-
pletely; from the British nation
not at all, if [want India to gain
and not to grieve.” He added,
“The British Empire isan Em-
pire only because of India. The
Emperorship must go and I

‘The idea of India as enshrined in our
Constitution, with its emphasis on the principles
of secularism, democracy, the rule of law and...
the equality of all human beings irrespective of
caste, community, language or ethnicity, has
deep roots in India’s ancient culture and
civilisation. However, it is undeniable that the
founding fathers of our Republic were also
greatly influenced by the ideas associated with
the age of Enlightenment in Europe’

wired a new sense of confi-
ance over the last few decades.
«s an Indian, I see a renewed
ense of hope and purpose.
“his new optimism gives us In-
‘ans a sense of self-confidence
1 this shapes our world view
v, Itwould be no exaggera-
suggest that the success

'reds of young Indian

and professionals in

es like Oxford, and

across the world, has

should love to be an equal
partner with Britain, sharing
her joys and sorrows. But it
must be a partnership on equal
terms.” This remarkable state-
ment by the Mahatma has de-
fined the basis of our relation-
ship with Britain.

Jawaharlal Nehru echoed
this sentiment when he urged
the Indian Constituent Assem-
bly in 1949 to vote in favour of
India’s membership of the

We reproduce here the address by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
delivered at Oxford on July 8, in acceptance of an honorary degree.
Dr. Singh already holds a D.Phil. in Economics from Oxford University
(1962). Accepting his degree the day after the 7/7 attack in London, he
begins on a sombre note, condemning terrorism. In this speech the PM
reflects in a nostalgic and laudatory vein on both Indo-British ties as well

as his own relationship with hisalm

FORTHE | |

‘What impelled the Mahatma to take such a po.i ive vié of Britain and the British peple evenas he

2 3

challenged the Empire...? I believe it was! is recognition of the elements of fair play that
characterised... the ways of the British in Indie | onsider the fact that an important slogan of India’s
-1 precious than good government’. But the slogan
suggests that even at the height of our campaii, ’ or freedom from colonial rule, we did not entirely
reject the British claim to good governance. W’ ‘Jerely asserted our natural right to self-governance’

struggle for freedom was ‘Self-government is g

Commonwealth. Nehru st the
tone for independent India’s
relations with its former master
when he intervened in the Con-
stituent Assembly’s debate on

India joining the Common- -

wealth, and said:

“I wanted the world to see
that India did not lack faith in
herself, and that India was pre-
pared to co-operate even with
those with whom she had been
fighting in the past provided
the basis of the co-operation
today was honourable, that it
was a free basis, a basis which
would lead to the good not only
of ourselves, but of the whole
world. That is to say, we would
not deny that co-operation sim-
ply because in the past we had
fought and thus carry on the
trail of our past karma along
with us. We have to wash out
the past with allitsevil.”

Thus spoke the first Prime
Minister of India.

India and Britain set an ex-
ample to the rest of the world in
the way they sought to relate to
each other, thanks to the wis-
dom and foresight of Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru,
When I became the Finance
Minister of India in 1991, our
Government launched the
Indo-British Partnership Initia-
tive. Our relationship had by
then evolved to a stage where
we had come to regard each
other as genuine partners, To-
day, there is no doubt in my
mind that Britain and India are
indeed partners and have much
in common in their approach to
awide range of global issues.

What impeiled the Ma-
hatma to take such a positive

view of Britain and the Bri
people even as he challen£

the Empire and colonial rul

[ believe it was, undoubtediy,
his recognition of the ele-
ments of fair play that charad-
terized so much of the waysbf
the British in India. Consider
the fact that an important slo-
gan of India’s struggle for free-
dom was that “Self-govern-
ment is more precious than
good government”. That, of
course, is the essence of de-

We merely asserted our nat-
ural right to self-governance.

Today, with the balance and
perspective offered by the pas-
sage of time and the benefit of
hindsight, it is possible for an
Indian Prime Minister to assert
that India’s experience with
Britain had its beneficial con-
sequences too. Our notions of
the rule of law, of a Constitu-
tional government, of a free
press, of a professional civil ser-
vice, of modern universities

and cherish. Our judiciary, our
legal system, our bureaucracy
and our police are all great insti-
tutions, derived from British-
Indian administration and they
have served our country ex-
ceedingly well.

The idea of India as en-
shrined in our Constitution,
with its emphasis on the prin-
ciples of secularism, democ-
racy, the rule of law and,
above all, the equality of all
human beings irrespective of
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mocracy. But the slogan sug-
gests that even at the height
of our campaign for freedom
from colonial rule, we did not
entirely reject the British
claim to good governance.

and research laboratories have
all been fashioned in the cru-
cible where an age old civiliza-
tion of India met the dominant
empire of the day. These are all
elements which we still value

caste, community, language
or ethnicity, has deep roots
in India’s ancient culture and
civilisation. However, it is
undeniable that the founding
fathers of our Republic were

-

also greatly influenced by the
ideas associated with the age
of Enlightenment in Europe.
Our Constitution remains a
testimony to the enduring in-
terplay between what is es-
sentially Indian and what is
very British in our intellec-
tual heritage.

The idea of India as an inclu-
sive and plural society, draws
on both these traditions. The
success of our experiment of
building a democracy within
the framework of a multi-cul-
tural, multi-ethnic, multi-lin-
gual and multi-religious soci-
ety will encourage [ believe all
societies to walk the path we
have trodden. In this journey,
and this is an exciting journey,
both Britain and India have
learnt from each other and
have much to teach the world.
This is perhaps the most en-
during aspect of the Indo-
British encounter.

It used to be said that the sun
never sets on the British Em-
pire. L am afraid we were partly
responsible for sending that
adage out of fashion! But, if
there is one phenomenon on
which the sun cannot set, it is
the world of the English speak-
ing people, inwhich the people
of Indian origin are the single
largest component.

Of all the legacies of the
Raj, none is more important
than the English language and
the modern school system.
That s, of course, if you leave
out cricket! Of course, people
here may not recognise the
language we speak, but let me
assure you that it is English! In
indigenising English, as so
many people have done in so
many nations across the
world, we have made the lan-
guage our own. Our choice of
prepositions may not always
be the Queen’s English; we
might occasionally split the in-
finitive; and we may drop an
article here and add an extra
one there. [ amsure everyone
will agree, Nevertheless, Eng-
lish has been enriched by In-
dian creativity as well and we
have given you back RK.
Narayan and  Salman
Rushdie. Today, English in In-

dia is seen as just another In-
dian language.

No Indian has paid a more
poetic and generous tribute
to Britain for the totality
of this inheritance than Ra-
bindranath Tagore. In the

opening lines of his world-fa-
mous, Nobel Prize winning
epic Gitanjali, Gurudev says:

The West has today opened its
door | There are treasures forus to
take/ We will take and we will
also give/ From the open shores
of India’s inumense humanity
To see the Indo-British rela-
tionship as one of ‘give and
take’, at the time when he first

dependent and globalised
world that we live in.

Iwish to end by returning to
my alma mater. Oxford, since
the 19th century, has been a
centre for Sanskrit learning
and the study of Indian culture.
The Chancellor has recalled
numerous instances of that.
The Boden professorship in
Sanskrit, and the Spalding pro-
fessorship in Eastern Religions
and Ethics, stand testimony to
this university’s commitment
to India and Indian culture. I
recall with pride the fact that
the Spalding professorship was

‘Today, with the
balance and
perspective offered by
the passage of time
and the benefit of
hindsight, it is
possible for an Indian
Prime Minister to
assert that India’s
experience with
Britain had its
beneficial
consequences too.
Our notions of the
rule of law, of a
Constitutional
government, of a free
press,of a
professional civil
service, of modern
universities and
research laboratories
have all been
fashioned in the
crucible where an age
old civilisation... met
the dominant empire
of the day. (...). Our
judiciary, our legal
system, our
bureaucracy and our
police are all great
institutions, derived

from British-Indian
administration and

they have served us
exceedingly well’

R

held by two very distinguished
Indians: Dr S. Radhakrishnan,
who later became the Presi-
dent of India, and by Dr. Bimal
Krishna Matilal.

In the context of the study
and preservation of Indian
culture, I also wish to recall the
contribution of another great
Oxonian, Lord Curzon, about
whose project to preserve and
restore Indian monuments,
Jawaharlal Nehru himself
said, “After every other
Viceroy has been forgotten,
Curzon will be remembered
because he restored all that
was beautiful in India.”

Many of those who were to
rule India set course from Ox-
ford. Some stayed behind to
become India’s friends. Men
like Edward Thompson, Ver-
rier Elwin and many othersare
remembered in India for their
contribution to the enrichment
of our life and society.

‘It used to be said that the sun never sets on the
British Empire. [ am afraid we were partly
responsible for sending that adage out of
fashion! But, if there is one phenomenon on
which the sun cannot set, it is the world of the
English speaking people, in which the people
of Indian origin are the single largest
component. Of all the legacies of the Raj,
none is more important than the English
language... . That is, of course, if you leave out
cricket! Of course, people here may not
recognise the language we speak, but let me

did so, was an act of courage
and statesmanship. It was,
however, also an act of great
foresight. Aswe lookback and
also look ahead, it is clear that
the Indo-British relationship is
one of 'give and take’. The
challenge before us today is to
see how we can take this mutu-
ally beneficial relationship for-
ward in an increasingly inter-

assure you that it is English’

SR

I always come back to the
city of dreaming spires and of
lost causes as a student. Mr
Chancellor, I am here this
time in all humility as the rep-
resentative of a great nation
and a great people. I am be-
holden to you and to my old
university for the honour that I
have received today.

Thankyou.




GREATER N-COOPERATION WITH USA LIKELY

Strike at terror <+

NEW DELHI/LONDON,
July 9. — Observing that
the London blasts amply
demonstrated terrorism as
a global phenomenon,
Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh tonight
sought evolving of a col-
lective strategy to free the
world from the menace.

“This is a vivid demon-
stration that terrorism is a
global phenomenon. We
have suffered from this
scourge for nearly 20-25
years.

The London blasts “have
demonstratively made it
evident that all of us
should work together to
evolve a collective strategy
to free the world from this
scourge,” Singh said on
arrival here from a three-
day visit to the United
Kingdom.

The Prime Minister said
he attended a meeting of
Group of Five countries -
India, Brazil, Mexico,
South Africa and China —
in Scotland where a con-
sensus emerged on work-
ing towards reforming the
international trading sys-
tem, transfer of resources
to developing countries

10 JuL 208¢

collectively: PM

Teacher’s praise

LONDON, July 9. — Dr Manmohan Singh was hailed dur-
ing his student days as one having “a good head for the-
ory but keeps his feet on the ground...” by one of his
teachers and renowned economists late Joan Robinson.
“He has great strength of mind and determined resis-
tance to bunkum of all kinds”, Robinson had written in
one of the college files during Dr Singh’s Cambridge stu-
dent days. Robinson’s praise for Singh was narrated by
one of the professors while speaking at a luncheon yes-
terday in Nuffield College in Oxford. PT1

and transfer of technology
from the rich to poor
nations,

He said during his meet-
ing with G-8 leaders he
expressed concern on
“why the international
systemn was paying inade-
quate attention to needs of
poor countries.” The
Prime Minister expressed
the hope that the upcom-
ing Doha round of trade
talks would ensure that all
countries work together to
find credible ways to pro-
tect and preserve the envi-
ronment and the life
supoprt system of the
planet.

“This must be done
mindful of developmental
imperatives of  poor
nations,”  Singh  said
adding the problem of
environmental manage-

ment cannot be resolved
without removing poverty.

He also favoured that
development be sustain-
able and a fair trading
system ensured by trans-
ferring capital to develop-
ing countries and trans-
ferring technolgy to them
at affordable costs.

Earlier, on board the
special aircraft while
returning, Dr Singh said
that President Mr George
W Bush appeared to be
inclined to forge a co-
operation with India on
nuclear energy and “this
is expected to figure
prominently” when the
two leaders meet in
Washington next week.

The Prime Minister also
indicated the possibility of
a Cabinet reshuffle in the
near future.
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Terrorism a

global threat:

i
l

Hasan Suroor 9 el‘/\

OXFORD: Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Friday reached out
to the victims of Thursday’s
bomb blasts in London and
called for a united fight against
terrorism.

Speaking at Oxford Universi-
ty, Dr. Singh deviated from the
text of his speech to express his
“deep sense of shock and anger”
at the terrorist incidents.

“Itis clear once again that ter-
rorism is a global threat. Terror-
ism anywhere is a threat to
peace, freedom, human dignity
and civilisation everywhere.
Terrorism is cowardice aimed at
the innocent people. It is fed on
hatred and cynicism.” Calling on
the international community to
“stand together” against terror-
ists, Dr. Singh said: “I sincerely
hope that all of those who cher-
ish and value open and free so-
l cieties will join hands in the war
| against terrorism wherever it is
| fought. I wish the people of Lon-
" don well. I pray that their lives
will soon return to normal and
they can resume their celebra-
tions for having been chosen the
venue for the 2012 Olympics.”

Colonial legacy

Dr. Singh may have inadver-
tently set the tone for a brave
re-assessment of Britain’s colo-
nial legacy in India when he ac-
knowledged the “beneficial
consequences” of the Raj, saying
that there were elements of the
“British-Indian administration”
such as the rule of law and free

i
Manmohan -

“Shock and anger over blasts”

press which India still valued
and cherished.

Speaking after receiving an
honorary degree of Doctor of
Civil Law, he said: “Today, with
the balance and perspective of-
fered by the passage of time and
the benefit of hindsight, it is
possible for an Indian Prime
Minister to assert that India’s
experience with Britain had its
beneficial consequences too.
Our notions of the rule of law, of
a constitutional government, of
a free press, of a professional
civil service, of modern univer-
sities and research laboratories
have all been fashioned in the
crucible where an age-old civ-
ilisation met the dominant Em-
pire of the day.”

In a candid review of Indo-
British relations, Dr. Singh said
India’s struggle for Independ-
ence was more an assertion by
Indians of their “natural right to
self-governance” than an out-
right rejection of the “British
claim to good governance.”

He told an engaged gathering
of academics, diplomats, civil
servants and mediapersons that
the principles of secularism, de-
mocracy and equality of all, en-
shrined in  the Indian
Constitution, had deep roots in
India’s ancient civilisation but
were also influenced by the
ideas of European
enlightenment,

“Our constitution remains a
testimony to the enduring in-
terplay between what is essen-
tially Indian and what is very
British intellectual heritage.”



~PM leaves

NEW DELHI, July 5.
Relaxation of IPR regimes for
clean technology, more trans-
fer of clean technologies that
are also more affordable, and
increased financial assistance
will be the main ‘suggestions’
to be put forward by India
before the G8 countries on
the discussion for arresting
climate change.

India will also iterate that
the primary responsibility for
cleaning up the environment
is on the developed countries
as the dominant polluters.

That will be the message con-
veyed by Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh and the four
other heads of developing
countries in Gleneagles on
Thursday. The PM will be leav-
ing tomorrow for Scotland and

’}1,';*
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for G8 meet
Qreﬁrning 0' ,-Ely.

-

Bricfing rcporters on the
eve of the PM's departure, the
foreign secretary, Mr Shyam
Saran, said after arriving in
Scotland tomorrow. the PM
will be mceting the heads of
government of China, Mexico.
Brazil and South Africa, to
coordinate their positions on
the issuc ot globul economy
and sustainable -development,
prior to their meeting with the
G-8 chicfs. “This will help in
putting forward the view of the
developing countries,” he said.

The "cight plus five” meeting
will take place on Thursday,
as an outreach session, inctud-
ing a working lunch. An
action plan on climate change
is being drafted for adoption
by the G8 leaders. — SNS
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Farm sector growth
disturbing: Manmohan

‘Steps needed to tackle problems which go beyond Weather

Ashok Dasgupta

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Monday pro-
jected a growth rate of seven and
eight per cent for the rest of the
Tenth Plan and exhorted the Na-
tional Development Council
(NDC) to approve and imple-
ment the correctives enunciated
in the Planning Commission’s
Mid-Term Appraisal (MTA)
with special emphasis on agri-
cultural reforms.

Addressing the Chief Minis-
ters and Lieutenant Governors
while inaugurating the two-day
51st meeting of the Council, Dr.
Singh conceded that the original
Tenth Plan growth target of 8.1
per cent cannot be achieved,
mainly on account of the sagging
farm sector growth which is per-
ceived to have deprived the rural
poor of substantial attendant
benefits.

“We cannot achieve the origi-
nal Tenth Plan target of eight per
cent growth over the Plan period
as a whole ... The Mid-Term Ap-
praisal shows that performance
thus far is well below this target,
averaging 6.5 per cent in the past
three years,” he said.

This was perceived as a dig at
the performance of the previous
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance regime.

Dr. Singh said: “Our Govern-
ment set a target of taking
growth to somewhere between 7
to 8 per cent and this is what we

SRS ﬂi

» Cannot achieve Tenth
Plan target of 8.1 per
cent growth

o Chief Ministers urged to
double agricultural
output in 10 years °

» Overcome electricity
shortage by attracting
public and private sector
investment

» Financial health of the
electricity agencies in
the States has to be
restored

should aim for in the last two
years of the Tenth Plan.” Clearly,
the cornerstone of the Tenth
Plan strategy was a reversal of
the declining trend in the farm
growth rate by setting a target of
four per cent.

However, “unfortunately, the
actual performance of agricul-
ture appears to have deteriorat-

ed even further and will possibly
not exceed 1.5 per cent growth
during the first three years of the
Plan,” he said. Hence the need
for corrective steps to tackle the

problems that “go beyond
weather” and “must be accorded
the highest priority.”

While stressing the need to act
on several fronts as also on pub-
lic-private partnership to better
infrastructure and remove fi-
nancial constraints, the Prime
Minister asked the Chief Minis-
ters to explore the possibility of
doubling agricultural output in
10 years.

He suggested the formation of
an NDC sub-committee “to work
out the necessary steps for con-
crete action.”

Turning to infrastructure de-
velopment, Dr. Singh picked up
two specific areas.

One was the dire need to over-
come the problem of power
shortage, and the other the need
to create an environment to at-
tract both public and private
funds into the sector.

“For this, the financial health
of the electricity agencies in the
States has to be restored, which
cannot be accomplished without
reduction of AT&C [average
transmission & commercial]
losses 10 percentage points in
two years with your support and
commitment” and “focus on
providing quality power at ap-
propriate prices,” he said.

THE NINDU

Minimum security tenure
On improving the quality o
the administration in districts
the Prime Minister said the civi:
servants should be given the
“minimum security of tenure” as
changes without notice and
short tenures did not produce
accountable results.

In his presentation, the Depu-
ty Chairman of the Planning
Commission, Montek Singh Ah-
luwalia, outlined the positive as-
pects of the economy while
giving an overview of the correc-
tive action required to bring the
economy back on track in line
with the targets of the Tenth
Plan.

Dr. Ahluwalia said that infla-
tion, a major concern in
mid-2004, was under check
while industrial growth had
picked up. The savings rate was
high and the fiscal deficit had
been contained. On the weak-
nesses that were thwarting high-
er growth and, therefore,
required “urgent corrective ac-
tion,” he picked on the deceler-
ation in agriculture, the
inadequacies in infrastructure,
the regional imbalances, the
growing level of unemployment
as also the shortfalls in meeting
the social sector targets.

More reports on Page 12
More photographs on Back Page
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A new debate in Sangh Parivar

Who was the best Prime Minister: Indira Gandhi or Vajpayee?M\L

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: A new ‘debate’ has
started in the Sangh Parivar.
Was the Indira Gandhi govern-
ment or the Vajpayee regime the
best the country has had? Or was
the Nehru government, or even
the Narasimha Rao government
better than the one Atal Bihari
Vajpayee led?

Bharatiya Janata Party spo-
kesperson Prakash Javadekar
was asked on Monday what he
had to say about the remarks of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief, K.S. Sudarshan, ex-
tolling in Lucknow on Sunday
the Indira Gandhi government.
His answer was a terse “no

comment.”

However, when asked wheth-
er the BJP thought the Indira
Gandhi or the Vajpayee govern-
ment had performed better, he
did not think twice. “The Vaj-
payee government was the best
India has had since Independ-
ence. Lakhs of party workers
firmly believe this.”

A few weeks earlier, in an in-
terview to a television channel,
Mr. Sudarshan had stated that
even the Narasimha Rao govern-
ment had performed better than
the Vajpayee government.

And, even when pressed he
had refused to rate the Vajpayee
government among the better
performers.

i ;;f\};{ !

Instead, Mr. Sudarshan)\ had
talked about Mr. Vajpayee’s
“foster family” interfering in the
day-to-day running of the gov-
ernment, and had conceded, al-
most reluctantly, that in some
areas the Vajpayee government
had “done work.”

VHP too praises Indira

Vishwa Hindu Parishad lead-
er Giriraj Kishore on Monday,
taking the cue.from Mr. Sudar-
shan , praised the Indira Gandhi
government for having the cour-
age to break Pakistan into two in
1971 by helping carve out Ban-
gladesh.

The RSS affiliates have main-
tained a silence on the Vajpayee

ﬂ
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government, sore as they were
for not being allowed to go
through with the planned ‘shila
pujan’ and other programmes in
Ayodhya during the six years
from 1998 to 2004 when the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment was in power.

‘While Mr. Javadekar made it
clear on Monday that he was not
joining issue with the RSS chief
(“there is no link between my
praise of Vajpayee government
and what Sudershanji has said,”
he insisted), the fact is that the
wide differences between the
RSS and the BJP perceptions on
the performance of the Vajpayee
government have come out in
the open.




PM to Governors: Rise

above

New Delhi, June 15 q . Q

ECHOING PRESIDENT APJ Abdul Ka-
lam’s views, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Wednesday asked Gover-
nors to rise above “partisan controver-
sy” in discharging their Constitutional
obligations. “In our evolving polity, wh-
ere political patterns have changed sub-
stantially over the last 50 years, there is
bound to be some partisan controversy
or the other challenging the authority
and dignity of this high office.

“This places an added burden on yo-
ur shoulders to rise above partisan pol-
itics while discharging your Constitu-
tional obligations,” he said in his addr-
ess to the Governors conference on the
second and last day. Singh said there
was perhaps no other Constitutional of-
fice that enjoyed the autonomy and car-
ried the attendant responsibility, as did
the post of Governor.

“In these turbulent times we are liv-
ing in, people have great expectations

Rartis
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lits
from thiis*office.... The greater the resp-
onsibilities attached to an office, the
greater will be public scrutiny in a de-
mocracy,” he said.

Opening the conference on Tuesday,
President Kalam had asked the gover-
nors to rise above day-to-day politics and
not nurture political affiliations, warn-
ing such a tendency would lead to their
isolation. The PM said in discharging
their Constitutional obligations the Gov-
ernors were the sole judges of what is
right and wrong, of what is mandated for
them under the Constitution and what is
not and what people perceive their ac-
tions to be. He said Governors could also
act as watchdogs and alert the state and
central governments on security threats.

Removed from the hustle and bustle
of day-to-day activities, Governors
were extremely well placed to assess
the long-term trends in many matters
and utilise their wisdom to aid govern-
ments in their actions, he said.

PTI



“Existing boundaries cannot be changed because these are for our protection”

AR

YHOWING SOLIDARITY: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, flanked by Army Chief General J.J. Singh, greets a soldier at the Army’s Siachen

‘lacier Camp on Sunday. - PHOTO: AP

/

1\/(/

Make Siachen a peace mountain: Manmohan

. . L
Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Sunday sug-
gested that the Siachen Glacier,
the world’s highest battlefield,
be converted into a “peace
mountain.” But he asserted that
there could be “no redrawing of
boundaries,” saying that these
were related to “our protection
and prestige.” .

Addressing Army jawans at
the Siachen base camp in the La-
dakh region of Kashmir, Dr.
Singh lauded them for their
courage and dedication in serv-
ing the country. “Siachen is
called the highest battlefield,
where living is very difficuit.
Now the time has come that we
make efforts that this is convert-
ed from a point of conflict to the
symbol of peace.”

Talks with Pakistan

Talks were on with Pakistan
in this regard. The objective of
these talks, he said, was to en-
sure that both countries lived in
peace and “patriots like you also
live and serve in peace.”

“In these talks your well-be-
ing and the security of our na-
tion would be kept in mind,” Dr.
Singh told the jawans. Efforts

o pr

o)

should be made to create such an
atmosphere of peace wherein
“nobody fears any threat, there
is no scope for any conflict and
this place becomes an example
of a peaceful environment.”

However, there was no ques-
tion of “redrawing the borders.
In search of peace, existing
boundaries cannot be changed
because these are for our protec-
tion and are related to our
honour.”

The Prime Minister was all
praise for the soldiers. “Words
fail to express gratitude to you
for the service you are doing for
the nation at this most inhospit-
able place. I want to extend to
you the gratitude of a nation.
Nothing survives here, yet you
serve.” No effort would be
spared to meet their require-
ments. He announced that two
home theatres and a CT scan
would soon be provided in Sia-
chen.

On his arrival, Dr. Singh was
briefed by senior Army officers
about the situation prevailing in
the area.

The Prime Minister was ac-
companied by the Chief of the
Army Staff, Gen. J.J. Singh, the
Commander of the Leh-based 14
Corps, Lt. Gen. M. Naidu.

SIACHEN: Manmohan Singh
created history on Sunday by
becoming the first Prime
Minister to visit Siachen.

The 73-year-old Prime
Minister, who had undergone
a cardiac by-pass surgery,
undertook the trip to the
glacier, situated at more than
12,000 ft above sea level, for a
first-hand account of the
conditions in which the troops
were deployed. “I wanted to
see for myself what your living
conditions and arrangements
are and what are your
problems and what the
Government can do to address
those,” he told soldiers at the

Manmohan makes history

- altitude of 11,118 ft.

base camp, situated atan

Later,he made anaerial
survey of the forward areas,
where the oxygenlevelis
substantiallylow. Asaresult of
this, breathingbecomesvery
difficult. Soldiershave to
undergo acclimatisation
beforebeingposted hereasthe
mercury doesnotrise above
five degrees Celsius evenin
peaksummer.

Dr.Singhunderwenta
medical examination before
going toSiachen. Even at the
base camp, top military officers
advised him against going to
the forward areas. — PTI
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Press Trust of India

SIACHEN, June 12.— In the midst of
the peace process with Pakistan, Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh today
favoured conversion of the Siachen
Glacier, the highest battlefield in the
world, into a “peace mountain”.
However, Dr Singh ruled out any changes
in the “established” boundaries of the
country, saying it is related to the nation’s
“honour” and “sccurity”.

The first Prime Minister to
visit the Siachen sector situat-
cd at an altitude of over
12,000 fect. D Singh said
cfforts shouta be made to
crcate  an  atmosphere of
pcace here where “nobody
fears any threat, there is no
scope for any conflict and the
place becomes an example of
peaceful environment.”

The Prime Minister, who
was briefed by top Army offi-
cers about the prevailing situ-
ation, said in his address to
the jawans that the condi-
tions in Siachen were extr-
emely difficult.

“How long shall we allow such condi-
tions to prevail? Now the time has come
for us to make efforts to convert this bat-
tlefield into a peace mountain.” He
added that talks were going on with
Pakistan in this regard. Emphasising that
India wanted peaceful relations with
Pakistan, Dr Singh, however, asserted
that in pursuit of this “we are not ready to
accept any changes in the drawn and
established boundaries of the country.”

“We feel, these boundaries are impor-
tant not only for our security but also for

the countrys honour, Our soldiers are

| wanted to see for
myself as to what
your living
conditions and
arrangements are,
what are your
problems and what
the government can
do to address those
— PM to jawans

Siachen

happily bearing difficulties here.”
Praising their contributions towards
national integrity, Dr Singh assured them
that all their needs would be met.

Besides a CT Scan facility which would
be made available here, two theatres
would also be provided to the soldiers in
Siachen for their entertainment.

He said he was “very happy” to meet
the troops deployed here and proud of
the determination and patriotism dis-
played by the soldiers.

Noting that government
was concerned about the
well-being of the forces, Dr
Singh said he had decided on
visiting Siachen to see for
himself the conditions in
which the troops were living
here. “I wanted to see for
myself as to what your living
conditions and arrangements
are, what are your problems
and what the government can
do to address those,” he told
the soldiers.

Pak on Singh’s statement

Pakistan has welcomed Dr
Singh’s remarks on Siachen
glacier, adds PTI from Islamabad.
Terming Siachen as world’s most expen-
sive war theatre, information minister
Shiekh Rashid said: “India has realised
that dialogue and not war is the solution
to all issues, be it Kashmir or Baglihar.”

Regarding China, Dr Singh said Delhi
would take up with Beijing the issue of
opening up of the route to Kailash-
Mansarovar through Ladakh. “We will
make an effort,” he told reporters at Leh
Airport when asked whether there was
any hope of the Ladakh route opening up
for the varra.
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” GENN AND AN OFFICER: Dr Manmohan Singh with jawans at Siachen on Sunday. Army chief General JJ Singh looks on.— PTI

Resolution phase reached: Mirwaiz

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, June 12."— The
Kashmir issue has “now reached the
resolution phase” and the next year
or so will be “very crucial” in the con-
text of resolving the problem, moder-
ate Hurriyat faction chairman Mr
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said. Pakistan-
based Hizbul Mujahideen, however,
said the situation in the Valley war-
ranted militancy to continue.

The Mirwaiz also supported
President Pervez Musharraf’s pro-
nosal oninvolvement of the interna-

tional community as guarantor in
any agreement that would be
reached with India to resolve the
vexed issue. “Now we have reached

the resolution phase and we are talk-"

ing on different options. The next
year or so is very crucial in the con-
text of resolving the Kashmir issue,’
he said in an interview to the Dawn
published today.

I think that whenever such a sit-
uation will arise, the international
community will automatically be
involved in the matter, and we think
that it should be involved in any
such agrecement on Kashmir.” he

said replying to whether China or
the USA should be involved as
international guarantors.

“There are three nuclear powers
in our neighbourhood — India,
Pakistan and China. If India and
Pakistan reach an agreement, China
too will be interested in that because
it also has a role and influence,” the
Mirwaiz said, adding “the US also
desires that Pakistan and India
should move ahead in the context of
Kashmir.” He said their visit reflect-
ed the change in India’s stance.

BJP attacks Pakistan over
Hurrivat, page 5§
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Talks for opening Karqll
Skardu road: Manmohan

Issue of Kailash-Mansarovar road to get further push 9

IN HAPPY COMPANY: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with Army and Air Force personnel in Leh on Saturday. -
PHOTO: AFP

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: The opening of the
Kargil-Skardu road is under con-
sideration and talks are on with
Pakistan, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh said on Saturday.

The issue of re-opening of the
trade route as also the Kailash-
Mansarovar road would be taken
up with China.

Complimenting the people on
the courage they exhibited dur-
ing external aggression, Dr.

12
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Singh said at a function in Kargil:
“Everybody from every part of
the country has eulogised the
spirit and determination you
have shown while fighting the
enemy and restoring normalcy.
Our endeavour is to protect you
from such dangers in future.”
The peace process with Pakistan
was initiated to end the conflicts
once and for all and provide a
conducive atmosphere to the
people to live peacefully.

A step in this direction was

o
v
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the opening of the Srinagar—l\/ﬁﬁiv

zaffarabad road. “I have been
told that the people of Kargil are
keen on having the links re-
stored with Gilgit and Baltistan
[under Pakistan occupation] and
opening of the Kargil-Skardu
road is under consideration.”

At Leh, Dr. Singh said: “Since
our relations with China are im-
proving” re-opening of the old
trade would be taken up with the
Chinese Government.

“The issue of Kailash-Mansa-

g YO

rovar road for pilgrimage to Ti-
bet has already been taken up |
and it will be further pushed,” he
said in response to a demand by |
Chief Minister Mufti Moham- !
mad Sayeed.

Dr. Singh said a big part of [
Ladakh, Aksai Chin, was under |
foreign occupation. "

The same way, Gilgit and Bal- |
tistan (in the Northern Areas
under Pakistani occupation)
were under the control of for-
eign troops. |




Willing to consider

‘greater autonomy’

for J&K: Manmoh

‘No mandate tJ

NEW DELHI: Ruling out further di-
vision of the country on religious
lines, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Monday said the
Government was willing to con-
sider “greater autonomy” for
Jammu and Kashmir. He asked
Pakistan to ensure dismantling
of the terrorist training camps
on its soil to enable peaceful res-
olution of all outstanding issues
between the two countries.

“India will never accept any-
thing that leads to further divi-
sion of India on religious lines. I
have no mandate to negotiate to
redraw our boundaries,” Dr.
Singh said during his first inter-
action with members of the For-
eign Correspondents Club, after
assuming office a year ago.

At the same time, Pakistan
had not done “enough” to dis-
mantle the terrorist infrastruc-
ture on its soil, which was “by
and large intact,” the Prime
Minister said. “We expect Pakis-
tan to honour the promises
made to then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and reit-
erated in the recent joint state-

ment issued at the end of
Pakistan  President Pervez
Musharraf’s visit here.”

Expressing his conviction that
the two countries “must move
forward and can move forward”
in resolving their disputes, he,
however, said “I do not want to
minimise the problems that lie
ahead.”

Any major terrorist attack,
similar to the one on Parliament
or the RSS headquarters, could
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negotlate to redraw boundaries’

“greatly upset the whole proc-
ess,” Dr Singh said and ex-
pressed the hope that the
Pakistan Government would do
everything to ensure the dis-
mantling of the terrorist infras-
tructure.

Pointing out that Jammu and
Kashmir had a unique place in
“our polity” and has a Constitu-
tion of its own, he said India took
pride in the fact that elections
had been held in the State which
had been recognised by the
“most competent international
observers.” This process would
be carried forward to the lower
rung. “If needed, we can look at
greater autonomy for Jammu
and Kashmir,” he said and has-
tened to add that “Pakistan can
also take similar steps. It will
bring about a great degree of
complimentaries.”

Decries discrimination

On India’s bid for a perma-
nent seat on the United Nations
Security Council with veto pow-
er, the Prime Minister said there
could be “no discrimination” be-
tween the old and the new mem-
bers of the Council. This was,
however, not entirely in India’s
hands and “we will see as we go
along,” he told the foreign corre-
spondents.

Pipeline project

On the proposed Iran-Pakis-
tan-India gas pipeline Dr. Singh
expressed the hope that it would
become a reality as both Islama-
bad and New Delhi needed more
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energy supplies to meet the
growing demand. “It is my hope
that all the parties concerned
can work together to make this
pipeline a reality.”

Sri Lankan problem

Dr. Singh said India had a “ve-
ry vital stake” in the unity and
integrity of Sri Lanka and ex-
pressed the hope that the ethnic
problem would be resolved
peacefully. “We are not indiffer-
ent” to what was happening in
Sri Lanka, the Prime Minister
told the correspondents who
wanted his response to the “dan-
gerous” security problem arising
from the LTTE setting up naval
and air bases.

No interference

Dr. Singh brushed aside a sug-
gestion that UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi was interfering in
the functioning of the Govern-
ment. “When it comes to the
functioning of the Government,
I do not think there is any in-
terference of any kind,” Dr.
Singh said. .

As the UPA chairperson, Ms.
Gandhi “has an important role,
together with other members of
the coordination committee of
the UPA allies. That does not in
any way interfere with the work-
ing of our Government.” When it
came to implementing the gov-
ernment’s National Common
Minimum Programme, he said
he did have discussions with Ms.
Gandhi and other allies of the
UPA. — UNI

AER DO



PM defends govt

W v o

stand on Bihar

@Jr Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 24 MAY 4 |

@

HE Prime Minister I(Aan-
I mohan Singh on Tuesday
stepped forward to defend

his government's midnight coup
{ | by saying that the decision to dis-

solve the Bihar assembly was

i | aimed at preventing rmwmw
“subversion of the Con- §
stitution.” The NDA re-
taliated by saying that it
was “a fraud on the
Constitution that he
seek to defend” and a
politically motivated
move to appease a de-
manding Laloo Yadav. £
Citing Governor Buta Singh's
report, Mr Singh claimed that the
s | NDA indulged in horse trading.
“In this situation, it was the consti-
tutional duty of the government
- | tosee thatsuch nefarious practices
1 | didnot spoil the good name of the
- | country. Three months have
passed since the elections were
held. No government has been
formed in the state.”

The NDA, which contested
this stand of the Prime Minister
said the 1JP legislators rebelled
against the “no popular govern-
ment stand” of their leader.

“A realignment was taking
I

U

[ S

"+ place in Bihar. After the election

+ threw up a fractured verdict, 17
independents offered their sup-
port to NDA for forming a gov-
ernment in the state. A sizeable
section of the LJP MLAs decided
to back the NDA and this was
pure and simple political realign-
ment,” Nitish Kumar said.
y  The NDA leadership
said that Buta Singh
and his “handlers” at
the Centre knew that
y next morning, the
figure would have
i crossed 130.
“It was this that
§ prompted them to con-
vene a Cabinet meeting
at rmdmght They knew that the
President would be out of the
country. If that was not political-
ly motivated, why didn't the
Prime Minister get the House dis-
solved while the President was in
Delhi. In any case, he has been
claiming that there have been
more than one report from the
Governor on horse trading in
the state”.

To drive home this point fur-
ther, the NDA asked the govern-
ment on the quid pro quo in-
volved in the support of the BSP
and SP to the UPA regime at
the Centre.

¢3 M&Y 2005 rhe Economic Times
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NEW DELHI, May 22. — Looking back
at their government’s one-year rule with

“some satisfaction”, the Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh, and the Congress
president, Mrs Sonia Gandhi, today
echoed the defining features of the gov-
ernment’s National Common Minimum
Programme — a “new deal” for rural
India, the interests of common people,
economic growth with social equity, and
the vatues of pluralism and secularism.

Seeking “out-of-box” initiatives to
boost economic growth, Dr Singh today
promised “bold” initiatives to restructure
public finances, including subsidies, and
reform the functioning of various min-
istries to unleash entrepreneur skills and
push up investment.

At a simple function at his residence, Dr
Singh said: “We cannot be satisfied with
the second best...We need the very best in
meeting the future challenges and
demand of the next decade.” Dr Singh and

S

Mrs Gandhi released a “pro ess report”
on the government’s performance.

Besides a slew of Cabinet ministers, the
leaders of the Congress’ allies were pre-
sent, but the Left leaders chose to stay a-
way from the function despite an invita-
tion from the Prime Minister.

Mrs Gandhi, who is the UPA chairper-
son, said: “We set out to repair India’s
secular fabric and restore harmony in our
diverse society ; to bring the fruits of eco-
nomic growth directly to our people,
especially the weaker sections; and to
provide security to the vulnerabie.”

“We have begun well, and are on our
way to redeeming the pledges outlined in
the NCMP,” she added. o

Responding to questions on the refusal
of the Left parties to attend today’s func-
tion, Congress leader and minister of
state in Prime Minister’s Office Mr
Prithviraj Chauhan said: “They are play-
ing the role of a very constructive sup-
porting party and, I think, they have a
point of view”, adds PTIL.

More reports on page 5
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India’s image at stake in poll panel row

PM tells both
sides to lay off

BHARAT BHUSHAN

New Delhi, May 10: Noth-
ing should be done to we-
aken democratic institu-
tions like the Election Co-
mmission that have ear-
ned India international
respect and admiration
because of their “impecc-
able record”, Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh
warned today.

Singh did not spare any-
one in his criticism —neither
his own cabinet minister and
ally, Laloo Prasad Yadav, nor
the IAS officer who attacked
the poll panel in a letter, nor
even the election commissi-
oners — saying that this “re
sponsibility vests both in th-
ose within the institutions
and in those outside”.

The Prime Minister situat-
ed the controversy in a broad-
er perspective, arguing that if
allowed to grow, it could adve-
rsely impact India’s image, es-
pecially at a time when many
view it as a “role model” for
managing the dual processes
of economic development and
democratic governance.

“It is incumbent on all to
ensure that the essential insti-
tutions of a democratic frame-
work are respected, their sanc-
tity maintained and their au-
tonomy preserved in a man-
ner which will ensure that
they continue to contribute to
our democratic life,” he said.

On one side, Laloo Prasad

The responsibility
(to maintain sanctity)
vests both in those
within the institutions
and in those outside

— Manmohan Singh

IR NI

has demanded the removal of
two election commissioners,
B.B. Tandon and N. Gopalasw-
amy, after an IAS officer, L.V.
Saptharishi, accused them of
making casteist remarks dur-
ing the Bihar polls a year ago.

On the other, the election
commissioners themselves
have gone and met the Presi-
dent.

Seeking to cap the contro-
versy, the Prime Minister iter-
ated that the letter to the law
minister, written by Sapthar-
ishi, had not been received by
H.R. Bhardwaj, who had said

the same thing yesterday.

Reading out a statement to
reporters on the flight back
from Moscow, Singh argued
that such controversies were
counter-productive.

Singh felt India was emerg-
ing on the global scene as “a
confident, progressive and ra-
pidly growing economy, which
has managed to build a multi-
cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-
lingual and multi-religious so-
ciety within a democratic
framework”.

The entire nation, the Pri-
me Minister advised, should
understand the importance of
the contribution of constitu-
tional bodies like the Election
Commission to earning India
the world’s respect and admi-
ration.

Reacting to another contro-
versy — the boycott of Parlia-
ment by the National Democ-
ratic Alliance — Singh de-
clared that to say he was disap-
pointed was to put it mildly.
He explained the boycott as a
sign of the NDA's failure to
reconcile to being out of
power.

Singh said his government
was prepared for any discus-
sion — “whether it is the issue
of tainted ministers or any-
thing else” — in Parliament.
On the NDA’s charge that his
government was “vindictive”,
the Prime Minister smiled
wryly and said: “Beauty lies in
the eyes of the beholder.”

M See Pages 6 and 8
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Siddharth Varadarajan

ON BOARD PM’S AIRCRAFT: In clear
and direct language, the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, said
on Friday that if the process of
allowing increased interaction
between the people of Jammu
and Kashmir was to continue, it
would “create a climate condu-
cive to the final settlement” of
the “territorial dispute” in the
divided State.

Speaking to reporters en
route to Jakarta, where he will
attend the Asian-African Sum-
mit 2005 on Saturday, Dr. Singh
said his Government had a “hec-
tic last week” as far as diplomacy
was concerned. The visits of
both the Chinese Premier, Wen
Jiabao, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharaf, had
yielded “solid results,” he said
and now there was the prospect
of strengthening economic and
political ties with South-east
Asia as,well as with West Asia
and Africa, regions with exten-
sive energy resources.

Dr. Singh said he was looking
forward to meeting King Gya-
nendra on the sidelines of the
summit in what will be the first
‘meeting between the two lead-
ers since the Nepalese monarch
seized direct control of the Gov-
ernment in Kathmandu on Feb-
ruary 1.

‘Different perspective’

Asked for his opinion on Gen.
Musharraf’s call for soft borders
in Jammu and Kashmir, Dr.
Singh said he himself had been

for Kashm

A

o Visits of Wen, Musharraf
yielded ‘solid resuits’

e People's participation
essential to solve
Kashmir issue

e Ties with South-east
Asia, West Asia, Africa to
grow

e Non-committal on
meeting with Gyanendra

saying that India and Pakistan
have to look at the Kashmir
problem in a “different perspec-
tive.”

He said: “Territorial disputes
are never easy to resolve over-
night. They take time. But there
is a lot we can do together, fo-
cussing on the interests of the
people, creating an environment
where the people of Jammu and
Kashmir on both sides of the
Line of Control can lead a life of
dignity and self-respect. And we
can create an environment of
freer trade, freer movement.”

In saying that a soft border
would help India and Pakistan
move towards a final settlement
of the Kashmir dispute — rather
than representing a final settle-
ment by itself — Dr. Singh would
appear to have opened the door
to alternatives which satisfy
both the Pakistani position that
the LoC cannot be made perma-
nent and the Indian position

I set

SOLIDARITY OF THE SOUTW: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh being greeted by
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono on his arrival for the Asia-African
Summit in Jakarta on Friday. - PHOTO: AP

that the line cannot be redrawn.
It was the people of the State
who stood to gain the most from

this opening up, he said. “Ireally ate a climate conducive to the

believe that if this process is al-
lowed to go forward, it will cre-

final settlement. But I really do
not know today, it is a process, I

Soft borders will help create climate
tlement: Manmohan

“‘Willing to talk to any group which Wants)tio talk to me and abjures violence’

cannot lay down a timetable —
where will it lead us, when will it
— but I am convinced that this is
a way of looking at the problem
which creates a situation where
there are no losers or winners.
The only gainers are the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, and the
prospects of reconciliation be-
tween the people of India and
the people of Pakistan.”

Dr. Singh said the “improve-
ment in Pakistan-India relations
is uppermost in my mind, and I
am glad that this desire has been
reciprocated by  President
Musharraf.” He added that it
was his “sincere desire to work
with the President of Pakistan to
carry forward this process in the
months that lie ahead.”

As for the Hurriyat, Dr. Singh
said he had stated on many occa-
sions that he was willing to talk
to “any group which wants to
talk to me and abjures violence.”

“We will be very happy to talk
to the Hurriyat if they feel that
there are some concerns they
have which they would like us to
reflect on,” he said.

~ Stand on Nepal
... Though Indiahad preferred to

postpone the SAARC summit
scheduled for early February
rather than share a platform
with King Gyanendra, the Prime
Minister said that the bilateral
meeting set for noon on Satur-
day did not mean there was any
change in India’s perspective on

therecent developments.in Ne-
pal. j'




Partition a settled
fact: Manmohan

R

CHANDIGARH, April 13.
— Describing Partition of
India and Pakistan as a “set-
tled fact”, the Prime Minister
said today that it cannot and
should not be undone. He,
however, added that cen-
turies’ old ties of culture, reli-
gion and kinship between the
two countries cannot be
ignored and emphasised the
need of good relations
between the neighbours.
During his first visit to
Chandigarh after becoming
the Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh said poverty,
illiteracy and ignorance are
the biggest enemies of South
Asian countries.
He said that countries in
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\"the ' Sub-continent have to
realise their potential as only
then these problems could be
dealt with,

In reply to a question reg-
arding the emergence of bi-
polar world as a result of
closer ties between India and
China, the Prime minister
said that this “does not solely
depends on us”.

He said that there is great
imbalance in the world and
countries like India, China
and Brazil will definitely be
forces to reckon with in the
near future.

Regarding China’s stand on
India’s demand for a perma-
nent seat in the UN Security
Council, Dr Singh said China
had welcomed mobilisation
for the permanent seat in the

TS

Security Council, which was
an “improvement”.

The Prime Minister expres-
sed his disappointment with
America’s decision to give F-
16 to Pakistan. “I share the
perception about reducing
the defence budget.” That is
why, he said, “we are giving
importance to improved rela-
tions between the neighbour-
ing countries to fight the
common scourges of igno-
rance, illiteracy and poverty”.

On a question of inviting
Hurriyat leaders for talks, Dr
Singh said that there is an
elected government in Jamm-
u and Kashmir and “I also
recognise that there are peo-
ple outside the political sys-
tem and if they are willing to
talk then we are available”.
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move forward:
~Manmohan

"‘?\\ By K. Venugopal

PORT LOUIS, MARCH 30. “When
politicians meet they cannot
confine their discussions to the
state of the weather.”

This was the response of the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, to a question from a
mediaperson on whether he
would discuss the Kashmir is-
sue with the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, when he
comes to New Delhi next month
to watch the one-day cricket
match.

The Prime Minister said the
meeting would help the two
leaders understand better each
other’s point of view and would
carry forward the dialogue they
had on the sidelines of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly
meet in New York.

“I believe the people of the
two countries want us to move
forward. They want the bitter-
ness of the past to give way to a
new phase of brotherhood.”

“A warm welcome awaits
him,” he said.

Dr. Singh was speaking to the
media on board the chartered
Air India flight that took him on
the seven-hour flight to Maur-
itius.

Noting that the U.S. decision
to sell the F-16 aircraft to Pakis-
tan had come at a time when
the two countries were engaged
in the peace process, he reiter-

us to

ated that it was a disappoint-
ment for him.

Yet, he said, India had to
move forward. The U.S. had
shown a willingness to engage
the country on matters relating
to energy, both nuclear and
non-nuclear. “We would have
to explore what exactly they
have in mind,” he said.

Dr. Singh emphasised that
India’'s development efforts
needed the strong support of
the world community. “We
need a congenial atmosphere
for development and must en-
gage in a purposeful dialogue
with all the countries, including
the U.S.”

On the coming visit of the
Chinese Premier, Wen Jiabao,
Dr. Singh noted that the two
countries were host to a third of
the world’s population and had
made tremendous strides in ec-
onomic development in recent
years. He recalled the Premier’s
statement that the world would
be watching when the two lead-
ers shook hands.

Dr. Singh, accompanied by
the Minister for Communica-

" tions and Information Technol-

ogy, Dayanidhi Maran, arrived
here in the afternoon on a four-
day visit that will include the
signing of a few bilateral agree- |
ments with the Mauritius Prime |
Minister, Paul Berenger, and
discussions with other political
leaders in the island.
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NEW DELH{, MARCH 25. T\;e Prime
Minister’s Office today publicly
questioned the version put out
by the Gujarat Chief Minister’s
office on Thursday night on the
sequence of events leading to
the cancellation of Narendra
Modi’s trip to the United
Kingdom.

According to the Prime Min-
ister's media adviser, Sanjaya
Baru, contrary to the claims
made by the Chief Minister’s
office, Dr. Singh did not call up
Mr. Modi. He also denied that
the Centre had any information
on any kind of terrorist threat
to Mr. Modi. This too was at
variance with the claim made
by Mr. Modi’s office.

It was the Union Home Min-

mohan did not call

up Modi: PMO

ister, Shivraj Patil, according to
Mr. Baru, who had telephoned
Mr. Modi to inform the Chief
Minister that since he was go-
ing on a private visit, the U.K.
Government was not in a posi-
tion to provide him any kind of
security. Mr. Patil told Mr. Mo-
di the apprehension was that
there could be a law and order
problem and that it would be
advisable for him to reconsider
his decision to visit London.
The decision to cancel the
trip was Mr. Modi’s. Thereafter,
the Chief Minister rang up the
Prime Minister to inform him
that he had decided to cancel
his trip, Mr. Baru maintained.
That the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice joined issue with Mr. Mo-
di’s office reflects the unease in
the Congress over the Modi is-

THE HINDU

sue. Ambika Soni, chairperson
of the All-India Congress Com-
mittee’s media department,
objected to Mr. Modi using the
Prime Minister's name wrongly
and said the BJP was politic-
ising the issue. She said the
Home Ministty was duty-
bound to advise a citizen on
the potential security hazards
in undertaking a journey to a
foreign country just as the Gov-
ernment had issued an “advi-
sory” to all citizens to stay away
from Iraq during the American
mvasion.

Ms. Soni described the Prime
Minister’s statement of March
19 as correct (whereby he crit-
icised the United States for de-
nying visa to an elected Chief
Minister of an Indian State) but
she insisted that in no way was

that statement an endorsement
of Mr. Modi’s actions. It were
Mr. Modi’s words, actions and
behaviour that had made the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, confess that he
was “ashamed” [about Guja-
rat]. She added that during his
visit to the United Kingdom,
the then Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, publicly apol-
ogised for the “Gujarat” riots.

Accusing the BJP of politic-
ising Mr. Modi’s visa, Ms. Soni
asserted that the BJP leaders
should ponder the fact that the
Chief Minister had caused so
much international embarrass-
ment to the country. The Con-
gress had no reason to revise its
views on Mr. Modi and it would
continue to find fault with him.

Campaigners happy: Page 11
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cleaﬁs air on Modi

Agencies 3 '\/ \'
New Delhi, March 24

THE PRIME Minister does
not stand by what Modi
did in Gujarat, his office
clarified on Thursday. He
was merely being critical
of the US for not allowing
an Indian constitutional
authority access to the
country, the PMO said.

The Prime Minister’s
criticism of the US for
denying Modi a visa had
led to Gujarat Congress
leaders distancing them-
selves from the Centre’s
official position and the
PMO made the clarifica-
tion under pressure.

“The Prime Minister’s
criticism of Modi’s han-
dling of the situation in
Gujarat is well known.
The country knows Dr
Manmohan Singh’s secu-
lar credentials and his
commitment to all sec-
tions of our society,” said
Sanjay Baru, media advi-
sor to the PM. “Therefore,
his statement in Parlia-
ment cannot be taken as
condoning the action and
non-action of the Modi
government in Gujarat,”
Baru added.

The Prime Minister’s
statement in Parliament
has already opened up di-
visions within the Con-
gress. CWC member Was-
eem Ahmed demanded
that a CWC meeting be
called to clarify the par-
ty’s stand on Modi. “My
view is that the govern-
ment’s statement should
be discussed among UPA
members and a consensus

Narendra Modi

should be arrived at on the
issue,” Ahmed said.

“There are a number of
BJP chief ministers. But
the US is not denying a
visa to everyone. Only
Modi is being denied a
visa. The party and the
government have differ-
ent views on the matter,”
said Shanker Singh
Vaghela, Union textile
minister. Some groups
working in Gujarat have
sent a strongly worded let-
ter to the Prime Minister
saying that he had failed
the spirit of secularism.

“Despite a secular UPA
government at the Centre,
no action has been taken
against Modi,” said Shab-
nam Hashmi of ANHAD.

Congress and the gover-
nment feel they've done
enough to dispel the
impression that they were
not strong enough on
Modi. But sections within
the party demanded a
CWC meeting on this con-
troversy.
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The BJP, meanwhile,
has taken strong excep-
tion to Congress’ descrip-
tion of the visa denialasa
“national embarrassme-
nt”, the BJP said on
Thursday that it did not
require a certificate from
Congress “whose hands
are blood-stained”.

“We are really sur-
prised over the Congress
reaction. We don’t need
any certificate from the
Congress whose hands are
blood-stained. The party
was responsible for riots
in various parts of the
country including the
anti-Sikh genocide in Del-
hi and those in Bhagalpur
and Hyderabad”, former
BJP president M. Venka-
iah Naidu said.

Asserting the issue of
visa refusal was a “nation-
al issue and an assault on
our sovereignty”, he said:
“the government was duty
bound to protect the Con-
stitution and therights and
liberty of every citizen”.
He said the PM had done
the “right thing” by taking
up the issue with Washing-
ton “but unfortunately, the
Congress is trying to politi-
cise it. Before criticising
us, they would do well to re-
call their past,” the senior
BJP leader said.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee ac-
cused the US of playing
politics by denying a visa
to Modi and hailed the
UPA government’s stand
on the issue. Asked
whether he was satisfied
with the Centre’s response,
he said:“Bharat sarkar ka
ravaiyya theek hai.”
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r [1 HE test of the vibrancy and
resilience of ademocracyis
notjust the ability to conduct

elections and convene legislatures.

It hies inasociety’s ability to commu-

nicate with itself and with the out-

side world through civilised modes
of interaction. We are, like any real
democracy, an argumentative soci-
ety. The right to disagree and the
freedom to debate are the hall-
marks of such societies.

In the nine months that our
Government hasbeenin office, 1
have frequently spoken about our
agenda and priorities in office. Isin-
cerelybelieve thatour people voted
for the United Progressive Alliance
because theywanted the Govern-
ment to adhere more closely to the
fundamental principles of our Re-
public. Our nation was built on the
foundations of a deep and abiding
commitment to the values of liberal,

Extracts from a speech
delivered at the India Today
Conclave, New Delhi,
February 25

social democracy. Pluralism, secu-
larism, multi-culturalism and the
principles of equity, social justice
and the rule of law are core values of
our civilisation and the bedrock of
our Republic.

Manyin India and abroad who
have adfired this legacy of ous free~
domsstruggle were deeply con-
cermned by the emergence in recent
yearsof communalism and majori-
tarianism in our body politic. If these
insidious trends had not been
checked, Indiawould not have been
the India that our freedom fighters
had soughttocreate. There are
bound to bevoices of intolerance
and extremism at the margins of any

free society, and a democracy must
learn to deal with such fringe
groups, albeitwithin the framework
of the rule of law. Howsver, the cen-
tral tendency of anymoderm and
civilised society today can Ontybe 10~
wardspluralism. nulti-
et me hogual
society. Ibelieve that this is the dom-
inant trend of political evolution of
all societiesin the 21stcentury.

Therefore, we have an obligation to
history and mankind to show that
pluralisn works. India must show

that democracy can deliver develop-

mentand empower the margin-
alised. Liberal democracy is the nat-
ural order of political organisation
today. All alternative systems, au-

| Globalisaton is

|
|
|
g Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s dream for India? Ali
i
!
|

| A decade ago, who could have imagined that India wo

economy where foreign policy moves country towards creating economic ties be

beral, democratic caring society and an open confident
tween pluralistic nations

i
!
|
\’
‘

‘An open society and open economy
are the pillars of our nationhood’

tions of mutaal benefit. Greater
connectivity, both in transport and
communication links, and through
the opening up of fransit routes can
transform our subcontinent into a

web of cconomic and commercial

links. We can jointly create recipro-

| cal dependencies for mutual bene-

fit. Sofar this potentially benign
process hasbeen hobbled by narrow
political calculations. We sincercly
want to promote asense of partner-
shipand the vision of acommon
destiny in South Asia to realise the
region’slatent potential.

None of usin South Asia canun-
derestimate the role uf cconomicin-
terdependence ininternational rela-
tions. The example of the European
Union, ASEAN and APEC,
NAFTA and other regional groups

| shows that the most dynamic
' cconomics of the world are creating

such relationships for mutual bene-
fit, regional security and peace. In-

[ | deed, weseek tobe more doselyen-

both an op});writfl‘nity and a challei;ge.

uld be a major software services exporter and

that a new process of “brain gain”—not ““brain drain”’—would be created by opportunities in these

ingdegrees, are an aberration.

opensocietyisone of the pillars of
our nationhood, the other isour
| commitment to remain an open

cdei e T -
vestfliitior social infrastructure
’ and the development of human ca-
|
]
|

-pabilities. Indeed, itwould be no ex-

| aggeration tosuggest that these are

the principles towhich all countries
" will increasingly want to adhere. In

] relating to the world, we must never
lose sight of this.

Justasdeveloped industrial

economiesenabled “Economiesin | in the 1960s and 1970s as the “exter-

Transition” to graduate intoopen

f economies, developed democracies
| shouldalso assist “Societies in Tran-
I sition” to become open societies. I

AN KSINGH

WIE results of the last
1.0k Sabha electionsin |
A 2004 and elections to

some of the state assemblies
thereafter, including Haryana,
showed emergence of a resur-

Harold J Laski has
healthy party system is the
ﬁeshanﬂboﬁepfdemoc\r

thoritarian and majoritarian invary-

If our commitment to remain an

believe India’s policies towards the
world have been shaped by this
commitment to the core values of
our nationhood. We shouldbe
SrenGiEuivwitibas who de-
proudto identifywith those who de-
fend the values of Liberal democracy
and secularismacross theworld.
ture of our interaction with the
world, with ourwider Asian neigh-
bourhood and with major powers
has also been shaped by the sweep-
ingchanges in our economic policy.
The initiatives we took in the early
1990s towards economic liberalisa-
tion have not only altered the nature
of our interaction with the world but
have also shaped global perceptions
of India. They have also altered the
manner inwhich other nationsre-
latewith us. Today, there isa greater

willingness toworkwith Indiaand
build relationships of mutual benefit
and interdependence.

The steps that successive gov-
ernments have taken since 1991

| have helped finally remove what de-
[ velopment planners used torefer to

~ nal constraint” on growth. Indian in-

dustry and our professionals have
demonstrated to the world their
ability to step out with confidence

from a highly protected environ-

ment into a mercilessly competitive

sectors. However, we must ask ourselves, are we doing enough to

|

1

(

one. We do have avastunfinished
agenda of social and economic re-
form and development, as outlined
in our National Common Mini-
mum Programme (NCMP), and
rmum Programme (NCMP), and
our Government’s highest prionty
will be to implement this.

- Teuhmit forour consideration
has never been more conducive for

India’s economicdevelopment than
itistoday. The worldwants India to
dowell. However, we recognise that
ourreal challenges are at home. Itis
for this reason that the NCMP
placessuch great emphasison in-
creasing investment in infrastruc-
ture, agriculture, health and educa-
tion, urban renewal and the
knowledge economy. Having en-
sured that there is todayno external
constraint on growth, we must now

If there is an “idea of India”’,
by which India should be defineq,

it is the idea of an inclusive, open, multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, multi-lingual society. | believe that
this is the dominant trend of political evolution in
the 21st century. Therefore we have an obligation
to history, mankind to show that pluralism works

ensure that there remain no internal
constraints todevelopment. That is
what the NCMP aimsto achieve.
Tosay, however, that the exter-
nal constraint on growth isno longer
binding is not tosuggest that we are
making full use of the new opportu-
nities. As adeveloping economywe
must draw on international re-
sources to fuel our development.
We should be more open to global
capital flows and better prepared to
take advantage of new markets for
goodsand services. India iswholly

secure this

|
1

edge?

committed to multilateralism in
trade. Butwe will seek reform and

| democratisation of multitateral in-
| stitutions. At the same time, India

|
|

1_

will strengthen South-South coop-
Wlllb'ucugulunwuul Lo .
eration aimed at enabling all nations
of the Southtoregain their rightful
placein i ave
imagined that India would be ama-
jor software services exporter and
that a new process of “heain gain”—
not “braindrain”—wouldbe cre-
ated by opportunities in these sec-
tors. However, we must ask
ourselves, are we doingenough to
secure thisedge?

The growthof our knowledge
economy hasopened upnew mar-
kets for science- and technology-
based products. Again, are we doing
enough to encourage this process?
In manufacturing too there are
global opportunities that we must
tap. The end of the multi-fibre
agreement Opens up new opportu-
nities for trade in textiles.

We would like to make globali-
sationawin-win game. Howwe deal
with the challenge of globalisation
and howwe make use of its opportu-
nitieswill shape our relationswith
theworld, and the perception of our
capabilities asanation. I dobelieve
that this has already happened in
substantial measure. Our relations
with major powers, especially the
United States and more recently
China, have increasingly been
shaped by economic factors. Who
could have imagined a decade ago
that China would emerge as our sec-
ond largest trade partner? Inthe
case of the US, an acceleration of
people-to-people contact and busi-
ness-to-business interaction has
forged closer state-to-state relations.
Shared values and growing eco-
nomic links have enabled a closer

The curious relationship between
- Congress and Democr

|

|

strategic engagement.

Similarly, business and com-
merce also underpin our strategic
partnershipwith the European
Union. It must be our endeavour to
ensure that economic and commer-
cial links contribute to adding a
strong and new element in our tradi-
tionally friendly relations with Rus-
sia, Even our approach to the wider
Asian neighbourhood hasbeenso
influenced by economic factors. The
countries of East and South-East

FURTE TS YU U I
Asiahave become Impu: b
nomicpartners forusand this has

encouraged them tobe morewel-
commng of us. Renewed cooperation

|
1

gaged with suchregional groups.
Our links with each of these regions
isboth civilisational and contempo-
rary, with people of Indian origin
actingas a cultural bridge between
our multi-cultural societies.

The idea that economic consid-
erations play a rolc in shaping ana-
tion’s foreign policy is not new. We
in India were alerted to thisreality
at our very birth as a Republic
when Panditji tirst articulated his
vision of Indian foreign policy in
the Constituent Assembly legisla-
ture in December 1947. Our for-
eign policy is of course shaped by
our civilisational values and our
commitment to peace and free-
dom. But, as Panditjisaid, itis

.equally shaped by our commit-

ment to our economic develop-

Foreign policy
is of course

shaped by our
civilisational

in the economicfield is giving a new H
profile to our relationswith Japan, | values and commltment
it cidnastuvomemIowsrom | ¢ peace and freedom.

Japan set to increase. Our concern
for energy security has become an
important element of our diplo-
macy and is shaping our relations

But, as Panditji said, it
is equally shaped by our

with a range of countries across the commitment to our

globe, in West Asia, Africa and :

B Ameria economic development
Ttisalsointerestingtonotethat | and to the development

the response of other countries to .

our national security concernsis be- of all de‘_’e'oplt‘g . ‘

ingshaped by perceptions of busi- economies, within the

nessand economic opportunities.

Countries that imposed sanctions fra|1.1ework of an open

on Indiawhenwe declared our- society and econom

selves a nuclear weapons power arc
building bridges with us, to utilise
opportunities for mutual economic
benefit. There is today growing
recognition of India as a responsible
nuclear power. We remain commit-
ted to our unilateral moratorium on
testing, and our policy of no-first use.
We reaffirm our willingness towork
with the international community to
prevent the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, and to
work towards the ultimate goal of
universal nuclear disarmament.
Regrettably, however, South
Asia asbeenslow to recognise the
win-win aspect of economic cooper-
ation. While India has aset of bilat-
eral relationships with its neigh-
bours that vary in both political and
economic intensity, mere lowering
of tariffs and pruning of negative
listsdonot add up to creating rela-

ment and to the development of all |
developing economies, within the
framewark of an open society and
an open economy. Itis shaped by
our yearning to recover our lost
space in the global economy and
our economic status in the comity
of nations, It is shaped by our de-
sire to build bridges with our neigh-
bours and our economic partners.
Itis shaped by our firm and sincere
commitinent to a future of shared
peace, freedom and development
in our neighbourhood.

Such are the principles on which
we should engage the world and our
partners. India is destined to recover
its due status in the world, but this
process will be speeded upifwe do
whatwe must at home and build
bridges of mutual interdependence
with the world.

also spoke about keeping dis-
tance from the BJP. But issues
before the voters were surely
not. Hindutva or secularism.
These were  development,
complete lack of security and
chaoticlaw and order situation,
and growing unemployment.
A vote in favour of Paswan’s

and finally in Bihar have
tended to put the recent gains
ofthe Congress ingrave peril.
- Jharkhand brings to mind
whathadhappened in Andhra
Pradesh, when Congress gov-
emor Ram Lal had dismissed
the popular government of N
T Rama Rao. The incident
had provoked even a distin-
guished retired police officer,

is . KF Rustamjee, withsome oth-

&rs fo comie out in Open 1o €s-

. cort a convoy of Rama Rao’s

MI Astosafety. The normsfor
appointmentofa governor are

ﬁ now 1l Taid dcwn The rec-

achaliah Committee have
found acceptance in principle,

one of which is cleatly that a*

“die-hard politician: or active
one should not be appointed
tothishish constitutional post.
"This does not rule out the ap-

pointment " of  distinguished
politicians, - not. so -active,

knownfor their integrity. After.

all C Subramanium and KM
Munshiwere alsopoliticians.
'The mandate in Jhark~
hand admittedly wag frac-
tured one, but not an unsut-
mountable - one, not one
which necessarily prevented
the installation of a popular
- goverriment. Both the gover-

nor at Yharkhand and the
Congress spokesmien are no
tired of citing one aspeet of
the Supreme Court verdictin
the Bommai case and that is.
that the trial of strength
should take place on the floor
of the House and not n Raj
Bhavan. True, but there are
other well-established co
ventions which ought to be
followed prior to ‘that.

trial of strength on the floo

the House is ratification ot re-

jection. of a decision already

taken. The earlier decision of
swearing-in of a new govern-
ment after general election is

an all-important step. We are

f,odayr livingina coalition-era

and, therefore, either a party

or a pre-poll allfance froni

ving 2 larger number of

Of course, the Govemor
ould and bas the right to sat-
whetherthe daim was legit

eaﬂy gotalarger numberof

seats (36) than the Congress:

IMM-RID combine (33).

Over and above, the NDA
 claimed support of five Inde-

duced physicallybetore Gover-
nor Syed Sibtey Razi. But by
. logic beyond comprehension,
' Razi invited  JMM ' leader

pendents, whom they pro-

Bihar is already sét to be

‘placed under presidential rule.

Yes, the verdict there was also
afractured one, but the people
clearlyvoted againstLaloo Ya-
dav’s mis-rule, reducing his

strengthin the House to 75.In

fact, the Congress’s debacle
was mainly because the people

“party would align with. the
‘RID; The apprehensions of

the people were proved cot-
rect when the party extended

“written support fo the RID.

By the same logic, Ram Vi-
las Paswan succeeded in secur-
ing 30 seats largely becauise of

his anti-Laloo plank. Yes be

-~ Laloo. The people of Bihar

‘wanted both, animpossibility,

LIPwas, therefore, also against

voted-a majority of members
against Laloo Prasad so-that
theycould be provided with an
alternative government,

The chief ministership of
Bihar was within the reachi of
Paswan. But he had to make
choice between commitment
to the people of Bihar and
ministership at the Centre.
Unfortunately, he: perhaps

The writeris a former CBI
officerand is at present
chatrman of the parfiamenitary
board of the Samata Party
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In a judicious choice of venue, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh chose
Left Front-ruled West Bengal for a seminal statement on the economic
goals of his government. Addressing the CII partnership summit
2005, in Kolkata on January 12, the PM not only announced the
scrapping of Press Note 18 but also stated that there was agreement
between the Left and Centre on attracting FDI into India. Excerpts:

HE past two decades have
I been for us a period of
change and adaptation to
a new world. Despite many
changes in government at the
Ceatre, the economic and for-
eign policies that were initiated
in the early 1990s have stood the
test of time and there is today a
broad national consensus
around them. I must compli-
ment CII for playing a pro-active
role in building this consensus at
home and in projecting the
change abroad.
Today, this-partnership be-

any longer true with other States
moving ahead in the race for de-
velopment and modernisation.
With Buddhadeb babu at the
helm of affairs it appears Bengal
is once again forging ahead.
During my visit to New York,
when some foreign investors
raised some doubts with me
about the influence of the Left
parties on our government’s eco-
nomic policies, it was Shri Pur-
nendu Chatterjee who came to
our defence, re-assuring them
that if Buddhadeb’s Bengal is in-
vestment-friendly, can’t the
same be true of the government
in Dethi? With certificates like
these from Premji and Pur-
nendu, I do not have to re-assure
this audience that not only is our
government committed to pro-
viding an investment-friendly en-
vironment but also has the full
support of our Left allies in do-
ing so. We have committed in the
NCMP to boost private invest-
ment and encourage FDI, partic-

We must become not merely
a knowledge-producing society but a knowledge-
sharing and knowledge-consuming soclety. We
must re-invigorate knowledge-sharing units like
public librarles and create knowledge hubs in
villages. Knowledge must be used to empower

tween government and business
is exemplified by the fact that
Shri Ratan Tata heads the In-
vestment Commission our gov-
ernment has set up to step up the
rate of investment. I have great
expectations from the initiatives
this Commission will take be-
cause we cannot step up the rate
of economic growth and of em-
ployment generation without in-
creasing the rate of investment.
India needs investment — in in-
frastructure, manufacturing in-
dustry, services sector, education
and healthcare and most impor-
tantly, in agriculture and agro-
processing. Stepping up the rate
of investment is receiving our
government’s highest priority.

It used to be said in the 19th
century that “what Bengal thinks
today, India thinks tomorrow”.
In more recent times doubts be-
gan to be raised whether this was

ularly in areas of infrastructure, )
high-technology and exports.

If Communist China can be
the top investment destination in
the world and if a Left Govern-
ment in West Bengal woos FDI
aggressively, I'see no reason why
the UPA government cannot
make Indija an equally important
FDI destination.

When I look back at our ef-
forts to change the direction of
economic policy since the early
1990s, I am convinced that our
most difficult challenge and,
hence, our biggest achievement,
was to change people’s “mind-
set”. Karl Marx had once said,
“when ideas capture the minds
of men, they become a material
force in society”. If today there is
a meeting of minds between
Delhi and Kolkata, it is because
the ideas that I and Buddhadebji
represent have captured the

minds of the people of India.
This is the idea of growth with
equity and social justice. The
idea that economic liberalisation
and modernisation have to be
mindful of the needs of the poor
and the marginalised.

There is no doubt that the
idea of economic openness and
social democracy have captured
the minds of our people. These
ideas have become a material
force and, indeed, a motive force
of change. India today is willing
to be more closely integrated
with the world. I do believe that
those who may have been skepti-
cal about this at the 1st Partner-
ship Summit in 1995 are today
convinced that we are today
more willingly engaged with the
world than ever before in history.

I am aware that at times some

of the views expressed by our al-
liance partners on the Left may
have raised some doubts in your
minds. But I am sure you will
leave this summit re-assured and
convinced that there is today a
wide-ranging consensus on the
necessity for India to be actively
engaged with the world econ-
omy. Qur government has al-
ready taken several steps to-
wards this end. I have repeatedly
reaffirmed our commitment to
the successful functioning of the
multilateral trading system and
to broadening the agenda of the
World Trade Organisation with
an increasingly liberal flow of
goods, services and labour. We
are committed to lowering our
tariffs at least to ASEAN levels.
This is a policy priority for us,

You are also aware that we
are negotiating Free Trade
Agreements with Singapore and
ASEAN. I have stated my com-
mitment to the idea of creating
an Asian Economic Community,
an arc of prosperity across Asia,
in which there are no barriers to
trade and investment flows and
to the movement of people. In-
dia is moving quickly to re-dis-
cover its historic and organic
links with Asia. The India-
ASEAN car rally, sponsored by
ClIlI, was a resounding success
because it generated enormous
popular enthusiasm all along the
route, bringing the people of our
neighbourhood closer to us. I

want to see more such people-to-
people and business-to-business
interaction across our entire
Asian neighbourhood.

As the response to the recent
tsunami tragedy showed us and
the whole world, the destinies of
India and Asia are increasingly
bound together, in good times
and bad times, in joy and sorrow,
in prosperity and pain.

HE time has come for India

to make bold and rapid
strides. [ urge you to think big. At
the recent meetings of the Coun-
cil on Trade and Industry and of
the Manufacturing Competitive-
ness Council, [ was heartened to
see many of our business leaders
share this sense of urgency and
of the necessity to think big and
think boldly. The era of incre-
mentalism is over. We cannot af-
ford to just do things better. We
must do them differently. The

govt is committed to cre
investment-friendly India... Left supports us’

icy-making institutions. I have
decided to create a National
Knowledge Commission to
strengthen the roots and sinews
of our capacity and capability
building so that we are better
prepared for the challenges of
the 21st century. This Commis-
sion would be a catalyst in setting
ambitious knowledge targets
and enabling agencies to attain
them. The agenda of the Na-
tional Knowledge Commission
will be shaped by a knowledge
pentagon with five arcas for ac-
tion namely: to Increase access to
knowledge for public benefit; de-
velop new concepts of higher ed-
ucation; rejuvenate Science &
Technology institutions; enable
application of knowledge by in-
dustry to enhance manufactur-
ing competitiveness; encourage
intensive use of knowledge-
based services by government to
empower citizens.

Manmohan, Buddadeb at the Cii summit in Kolkata on Wednesday

If Communist China can be

the top Investment destination in the world and
if a Left Govt in Bengal woos FDI aggressively, |
see no reason why the UPA Govt cannot make
India an equally important FDI destination
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challenge before us — in eco-
nomic policy, social policy, edu-
cation policy, foreign policy — is
to “think out of the box”. We
must think anew, afresh, ahead.
An important step we must
take to enable this change of
mindset is to innovate and reju-
venate our “knowledge institu-
tions”. Qur schools and colleges,
universities and research labora-
tories, our think-tanks and pol-

We must become not merely
a knowledge-producing society
but a knowledge-sharing and
knowledge-consuming society,
We must re-invigorate knowl-
edge-sharing units like public li-
braries and create’ knowledge
hubsin every village. Knowledge
must be used to empower the
disempowered, like scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes,
other backward classes, minori-

ties and women., Access to
knowledge will strengthen lib-
eral democracy at the grassroots.
Iwant business leaders as well as
our political and intellectual
leaders to work with the Knowl-
edge Commission so that we can
build a more open society and a
more open economy. Building a
knowledge economy and a
knowledge society is the only
way in which we can meet the
challenge of globalisation.

I am convinced that India has
to be a more open economy and
must derive the benefits of glob-
alisation, even as we equip our-
selves to deal with its challenges.
This is a course which we have
set and we shall stay this course. I
commit our government to an
open, caring economy, an econ-
omy where the marginalised are
empowered so that they become
partners in development and
share the benefits of growth. We
have been taking firm steps in
this direction, systematically and
steadily. We have begun the
process of rationalising our indi-
rect tax structures with a move-
ment towards a VAT system and
a common goods and services
tax. We have opened up interna-
tional markets to our airlines so
that they become global players.
Policy measures are being taken
to make a quantum leap in infra-
structure sectors such as airports,
roads, power, ports and railways.
At the same time, we are increas-
ing the emphasis on education,
health and employment. The ed-
ucation cess, the rural health
mission, the food-for-work pro-
gramme to be followed by an
employment guarantee are all
major initiatives to make our
economy a caring one.

1am happy to inform you that
we will be doing away with the
restrictive provisions of Press
Note 18 for all future joint ven-
tures with foreign partners. This
is a regulatory provision that has
been a source of some discom-
fort to investors. As I listened to
tales of success of Indian firms in
the global marketplace and the
words of optimism at a recent
meeting of the Manufacturing
Competitiveness Council, I was
convinced that measures like
Press Note 18 are anachronisms
today, having outlived their pur-
pose. In the new dispensation,
while existing joint ventures will
continue to be protected by a few
provisions of Press Note 18, new
joint ventures and collaborations
will have to be shaped by com-
mercial contractual agreements
based on the free will of partners
without government interfer-

ating an

ence. For existing joint ventures,
the protection will be restricted
to the same — and not allied —
field and not for defunct or sick
joint ventures.

HE Partnership Summit has

been a forum where you
have debated India’s economic
and strategic relations with the
world. In this too, we must move
away from “incrementalism’ to
secking “out-of-the-box™ solu-
tions to the challenges we face.
Whether it is the challenge of de-
velopment and political and so-
cial stability within South Asia;
or the challenge of stabilising our
relations with Pakistan and
China: or the challenge of im-
proving our relations with major
powers; or even the challenge of
increasing our share of world
trade and investment flows.

We must have the courage to
question our assumptions and
challenge pre-conceived notions.
We must show a willingness to
listen to others, even as we artic-
ulate our own concerns in a rea-
sonable and convincing manner.
We cannot compromise on our
core national security concerns,
nor indeed can we compromise
on the values that define our Na-
tionhood. In dealing with the
outside world, every nation
draws a bottomline defined both
by the values and principles of its
nationhood and by the concerns
of its national security. However,
once we have drawn this bottom-.
line we must have the imagina-
tion and courage to engage the
world, to strike deals, to win
friends and influence people.

HE national response to the

tsunami tragedy was not
only heartening but also showed
that in the face of a crisis we have
the national will and resources to
meet the challenge head on, The
people of India have shown their
generosity in a time of distress.
They have also shown their de-
termination to be self-reliant,
even while being gracious in re-
sponding to offers of assistance.
Our response was not shaped by
false pride or by chauvinism. We
are happy to be part of a global
community and to work with it.
We will seek international assis-
tance for our reconstruction ef-
fort. I submit to you that the “do-
it-yourself” mood of the nation is
not an index of our isolationism.
Far from it, it is an index of our
resolve to turn an adversity into
an opportunity. I hope we can all
join hands to do just that and
give the nation a new sense of
hope and direction.

Corporate houses can buy directly from farmers and eliminate middlemen

Those dazzling shopfronts
of cumin and sesame

B RASHID K KIDWAI

HE corporate sector
has been active in de-
veloping the hinter-

land surrounding their facto-
rics. A number have
established schools, hospi-
tals, places of worship and in-
stituted water management
measures. Apart from altru-
istic motives, it is sound busi-
ness sense that propels them
to undertake development
projects in the vicinity of
their enterprises.

'To expect corporations to
provide funds for “charity”
whenever they are ap-
proached by a “worthy
cause” is unrealistic for a
number of reasons. First, dif-
ferent corporations do in fact
support any number of good
causes such as cancer, HIV
Aids, spastics, education,
health, sports, art, music,
dance, cultural events, and
the like. Second, suppose a
corporation is doing yeomen
service in the field of adult
literacy and it is approached
ior a donation for another
worthy cause. If that corpo-
~ation refuses to contribute,
i1 is likely to be branded as
:allous for not being willing

to help patients dying of can-
cer, despite being such a
“huge” company and making
such large profits.
Successful corporations
focus on business areas they
know best and where they
have built up the necessary
expertise. When this modus
operandi is applied to social
services, it is the particu-
larised focus they bring to
bear that enables them to be
successful in assisting the
people they work with. Gov-

ernments on the other hand
have the much larger man-
date of addressing or meet-
ing needs across all sectors.
To expect corporations 1o
mimic the government is
surely unrealistic.

Clearly however, it is de-
sirable to elicit as much sup-
port and funding from cor-
porations as possible in the
interests of improving the
lives of millions of our popu-
lation. To obtain sustainable
support from the corporate
sector, the business interests
of this community must be
met. Without this, one can
expect sporadic support, or
contributions given under
pressure, which is unsustain-
able in the long term. Identi-
fication of a business ben-
efit is not as difficult as it
may sound and efforts are
already underway.

For example, ITC is
working with Sewa Gram
Mahila Haat (SGMH —
the agricultural and mar-
keting arm of SEWA) to
trace sesame seed back to
the field on which it was
grown — traceability is
mandatory for exports.
Produce bought from
mandis cannot be traced,
but working with grassroots
agricultural workers, SGMH
can provide the required
documentation at the field
level. In addition to trace-
ability, because the value
added process of sorting and

grading is also done by
SGMH, ITC buys the prod-
uct at much higher prices
than the farmer could get
from village middlemen.

Piloted in 2003, this ini-
tiative enabled 1,450 farm-
ers from whom SGMH pro-
cured the sesame seed to
get an average of Rs 29 per
kg as against the Rs 18 they
were paid in 2002 from
other sources. ITCisnowin
its second year of procure-
ment from SEWA and, be-
cause of the success of the
market-driven initiative, is
considering procuring other
commodities such as cumin
seed, groundnuts and amla.
It is also considering sup-
port for growing organic
sesame, for which they plan
to train farmers.

This model can be
adopted by other corpora-
tions whose focus is agricul-
ture such as pharmaceuticals
who could procure isabgol,
and other commodities. An-
other possibility is to train
NGOs to grow medicinal
plants. India is blessed with
practically every type of agro
climatic zone where almost
any plant could conceivably
be grown. We have the

added strength of a number
of credible NGOs active in
different parts of the country.
Building on these precious
assets, partnerships like the
SEWA-ITC one could be es-
tablished to the benefit of all.

Another very exciting ini-
tiative is the SEWA-HLL
RUDI Bazar project. The pi-
lot in 90 villages was
launched in early December
2004. SGMH will buy all
agricultural produce from its
farmer members (over
80,000}, giving them better

returns than their village
middlemen. The product
range includes dal, turmeric,
chillies (whole and pow-
dered), cumin seed, maize,
sugar, jaggery, salt, tea, to
name a few. These goods are
processed and packed in 20
gm to 500 gm packs. HLL
trained 20 SEWA members
employed by SGMH at its
Sangam factory in Mumbai
to expose them to the re-
quirements of a national op-
eration. HLL also helped
SGMH set up their process-

ing facility in Aniyor, a village
in Sabarkanta District.

RUDI, the brand, mean-
ing pure and beautiful, is
owned by SGMH. Ninety
SGMH members have been
engaged as sales agents in
90 villages and been trained,
with help from HLL, to sell
these goods in a direct-to-
home model, in view of the
fow literacy levels. Some
members have been hired
to communicate the mes-
sage in villages through skits
and folk songs, while others
have been employed to un-
dertake wall paintings,
poster and banner advertis-
ing. To facilitate distribu-
tion, three sales hubs have
been established in addition
to the processing facility.
The value proposition to
the consumer? RUDI is
pure, processed and packed
hygienically, and is not adul-
terated (does not have the
stem of the chilly ground
into the powder to increase
weight). RUDI is packed
with the proper weight, at
the same price or lower
than what the village re-
tailer is charging. With
small packs, the consumer is
also exposed to a weight-to-
price ratio, instead of get-
ting the masalas etc.in a pa-
per packet.

With 53,0000 women
members in Gujarat, spend-
ing Rs 120 per month on
these everyday consumption
items, (very conservative fig-
ure), the annual turnover
would work out at Rs 76
crores, employing over
10,000 women, once the pro-

ject is fully implemented in
the 14 districts where SEWA
operates. In addition to agro
products, SGMH is procur-
ing items in demand from its
member producer groups;
for example, washing pow-
der, agarbati, pickles, can-
dles and papads. It also pro-
cures goods from its
members in  handicrafts,
handlooms, and textiles.

Extensive research had
been carried out prior to the
launch of the 28 items short-
listed. Now the sales agents
are in the process of identify-
ing other items in demand in
villages, e.g. torches, batter-
ies, biscuits etc., which will
also be procured. Because
the entire operation is within
the ambit of the SEWA fam-
ily (with its known track
record), chances of success
are good, especially since
HLL is providing support in
training, logistics, distribu-
tion and marketing. The po-
tential for expanding sales to
the larger rural population is
enormous. When the benefit
accruing to SEWA members
becomes more obvious, why
would the rest of the village
not be eager to participate?

Grassroots Trading Net-
work for Women initiated
these entrepreneurial pro-
jects. Fortunately, other such
types of initiatives are also
emerging that will greatly
benefit the rural community
through employment and
enterprise.

The writeris chief execu-
tive officer, Grassroots Trad-
ing Nerwork for Womern
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PM sets refo

OUR SPECIAL ‘
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 9: Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
today set the economic agenda
for the next six months by di-
recting his ministers to slash
subsidies, prepare a white
paper on divestment, push
labour reforms and initiate in-
frastructure projects to spur
growth.

The agenda indicated the
government’s resolve to push
reforms despite pressure from
its Left allies.

All the measures the Left
sees as red rags were on the
agenda: divestment, labour
law reforms and privatisation
of airports at Delhi, Mumbai,
Bangalore and Hyderabad
(though the words Singh
used were “restructure or
develop”).

The biggest worry for the
government has been the bal-
looning subsidies that have
gone way past the estimate of

Rs 43,516 roi" ,&15 year.

Singh directed the depart-
ment of economic affairs to
prepare a policy on subsidies
that would identify target
groups, goods and services
and devise an exit strategy to
weed out those that are incon-
sistent with the policy.

The experts have speculat-
ed that these would cover
some subsidies on petroleum,
especially on cooking gas, and
some on food. The department
of fertilisers has also been
asked to rationalise subsidies.

Singh emphasised the
need to revamp the public
distribution system. In his
last budget, finance minister
P. Chidambaram spoke of the
introduction of food stamps —
a concept followed in the US —
to ensure supplies through ra-
tion shops reach the poor.

The department of disin-
vestment has been asked to
prepare a white paper on di-
vesting a part of the govern-
ment’s stake in public sector

COU.I‘SG

companies, an issue over
which differences with the
Left are the most contentious.

A statement issued by the
Prime Minister’s Office said
the finance ministry had been
asked to develop a comprehen-
sive policy on foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI). The govern-
ment has been keen to ratchet
up FDI inflows to around
$10 billion a year from a little
over $4 billion now.

There are other issues that
the detractors of reforms will
be uncomfortable with. Singh
has asked the department of
mines to implement steps
aimed at attracting private in-
vestment — domestic and for-
eign — in mining.

He asked the commerce
ministry to devise a policy on
special economic zones that
will include a hassle-free regu-
latory regime for labour,
among other things. A hire-
and-fire labour policy could be
tested out in these zones.

M See Page 8
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Knowle

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, JAN. 12. The Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, today
announced the setting up of a
National Knowledge Commis-
sion so that India becomes not
only a knowledge-producing so-
ciety but also a knowledge-shar-
ing and knowledge-consuming
society.

Delivering his inaugural ad-
dress at the CII Partnership

i Summit here, Dr. Singh said this

was the only way to meet the
challenges of globalisation. The
Commission’s agenda would be
shaped by a “knowledge penta-
gon with five action areas.”
These included increasing ac-
cess to knowledge for public
benefit, developing higher edu-
cation concepts, rejuvenating
science and technology institu-
tions, enabling application of
knowledge by industry to en-
hance manufacturing competi-
tiveness and  encouraging
intensive use of knowledge-
based services by government

/Manmohan announces
dge Commission
\ Y\

w -

for citizens’ empov’vki}ment.

The Prime Minister also told
the over 1,200 delegates from
within the country and abroad
that the Government had the full
support of the Left allies in pro-
viding an investment-friendly
environment.

‘Look at China’

“We have committed in the
NCMP (National Common Mini-
mum Programme) to boost pri-
vate investment and encourage
FDI particularly in infrastruc-
ture, high technology and ex-
ports. If communist China can
be the top investment destina-
tion in the world and if a Left
Government in West Bengal
woos FDI aggressively, I see no
reason why the UPA Govern-
ment cannot make India an im-
portant FDI destination,” he said
amid applause.

Admitting that at times some
of the views expressed by the al-
liance partners on the Left might
have raised doubts in the minds
of prospective investors, Dr.

Singh said that he was sure the
delegates would leave the sum-
mit re-assured and convinced
“that there is today a wide-rang-
ing consensus on the necessity
for India to be actively engaged
with the world economy.”
Noting that India was moving
quickly to rediscover its historic
and organic links with Asia, Dr.
Singh said the recent tsunami
tragedy “showed us and the
whole world that the destinies of |
India and Asia are increasingly
bound together in good times
and bad times, in prosperity and
pain. ‘
In this context, he said that In-
dia’s response to offers of assist-
ance was not shaped by false
pride or chauvinism. “We are
happy to be part of a global com-
munity and will seek interna-
tional assistance for our
reconstruction effort.” The do-
it-yourself mood of the nation
was not an index of its isolation-
ism. Rather, it reflected the
country’s resolve to turn an ad-
versity into an opportunity.
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Didi oftered
Cabinet berth

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 12

THE PRIME Minister today invited Mamata Banerjee to
join hands with the Congress and offered her a Cabinet
berth, thus making official what the state Congress had
been hinting at for some time.

“We do miss you,” a smiling Manmohan Singh told
the Trinamool Congress chief during a 15-minute meet-
ing at Raj Bhavan where she handed him a cheque to-
ward the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund for tsunami vic-
tims. “Come, help us by taking charge (as a minister).”

As she emerged from the meeting, Mamata side-
stepped reporters’ questions on whether she would ac-
cept the invitation. “Yes, the Prime Minister did say ‘we
miss you’. But that’s because he has known me for such
a long time and is fond of me. It's a good gesture, but
nothing more than that,” she said.

Political observers say that no matter how many in-
vitations Mamata receives from the Congress high com-
mand, she will never join the Congress as long as it has
an alliance with the CPI(M) at the Centre.

Besides, Mamata is yet to get over the blow she suf-
fered in the 2001 Assembly elections when her party had
a seat arrangement with the Congress.

The state Congress, however, is eager to ally with the
Trinamool before the 2006 Assembly elections to ensure
that the anti-Left vote is not divided. PCC chief Pranab
Mukherjee has repeatedly dropped the hint that his par-
ty is open to an alliance with Mamata.

s : At the Raj Bhavan meeting, Mamata handed the
SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT  Prime Minister a cheque for Rs 3.2 1akh on behalf of her
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh kicks off the National Football League at the ~ Party. Of this, she had raised nearly Rs 1 lakh by selling
Salt Lake Stadium on Wednesday. (Match report in HT Sport)  her paintings. See also Kolkata Live

s
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HE UPA government at the Cgntre
I was giving highest priority to
strengthening public sector undertak-
ings and reviving loss-making ones, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said here on
Tuesday. Brushing aside criticism from the
Left which provides crudial support to the
UPA government, Prime Minister Singh said
that his government was adhering to the
common minimum programme (CMP) and
was committed to check rising prices.
Addressing a raily of Congress workers at
Rabindra Sarovar stadium, soon after arriv-
ing in the city, the Prime Minister said: “My
govermnment is running in accordance with
the CMP and 80% of the pledges made in
the Congress manifesto have been incorpo-
rated in the CMP.”
These commentsare significant coming in
wake of the Left launching an attack on the
Manmohan Singh government charging it

Aur Kolkata Bureau

~ 17 JANUARY \

for deviating from the CMP and laying down
economic policies, bypassing the Parlia-
ment. “The previous government had not
done anything to strengthen PSUs and did
not pay attention to their modernisation.
My government is fully committed to doing
this,” Dr Singh said.

Outlining the success of the UPA govern-
ment, the Prime Minister said that in the last
seven and a half months, the economy had
been strengthened, industrial production
augmented, record export achieved and the
country’s foreign exchange reserves had
gone up by another $ 10 billion.

“Our main task is to fight poverty and
solve unemployment problems, and for that
agriculture and industrial production would
have to be augmented. Our target is also to
raise the GDP growthrate to7-8% , achieve
agrowth of 4% in agricultural production,
10% in industrial output and 15-20%
growth in export,” he said.

Turning to communalism, the Prime
Minister said: “Those bent upon dividing the

'PM detlects Lett attack on CMP

an Blames West Bengal’s Inability To Gather Momentum On CPM

country on lines of religion, are obstacles to
national development.”

The Prime Minister also made a veiled
criticism of the Left Front government and
said that the state had lagged behind in de-
velopment duringits rule. “West Bengal had
achieved development during the time of
former chief minister B.C Roy. But the state
had lagged behind in development since the
time Congress had gone out of power in the
state,” Mr Singh told the Congress workers’
rally. “We have to work to restore the past
glory of the state,” he said.

West Bengal chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee also called on the Prime Min-
ister at Raj Bhavan and discussed issues con-
cerning state’s development, officials said.

Dr Singh also inaugurated the diamond
jubilee celebrations of Kolkata Press Club.
He complimented the media for playing the
role of an “early warning system” during the
tsunami disaster and said that it was the me-
dia first which brought the world’s attention
to the disaster.

The Ecnn_omir Time.
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Disaster A National Tragedy, Says Manmohan

PM visits tsunami-hit
& Andaman & Nicobar

Port Blair

3\\  8JANUARY

ESCRIBING the tsunami
D isaster as a “national

tragedy”, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, on Saturday,
assured the people of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, one of the
worst-hit, of all possible central
assistance to restart their lives.
Ona day’s visit, Dr Singh went to
relief camps in Campell Bay and
Nicobar promising a healing
touch to victims who have lost
their near and dear ones and
found their sources of livelihood
wiped out.

“We will help to the maxi-
mum extent possible. We want
to ensure that each affected fam-
ily gets assistance from the Cen-
tre in terms of employment, ed-
ucation, housing and other basic
necessities,” he said.

According to official est-
mates, 1,205 people have lost
their lives in the Andaman and
Nicobar region in 192 affected

villages. A population of over
42,000 have been hit and 5,740
arereported missing. Asmany as
30 relief camps have been set up
housing 11,239 victims.
Smashed boats, upturned and
twisted rooftops and dazed looks
of the affected people bore testi-
mony to nature’s wrath that has
left many without houses, jobs
and other means of livelihood.
InKakana village in Car Nico-
bar, Prime Minister Singh said
freeze on government jobs could
be waived for Andaman and
Nicobar Islands to provide suc-
cour to educated unemployed
tribals in tsunami affected areas.
The Prime Minister said free
rations to the affected tribals
would be continued till required.
Restoration of telecommunica-
tion links would be undertaken
at a fast pace, he said. All help
would be provided to ensure a
new beginning for those affected
by the tidal wave,
The Prime Minister was ac-
companied by deputy chairman

of Planning Commission, Mon-
tek Singh Ahluwalia, Lt gover-
nor of Andaman and Nicobar,
Ram Kapse, minister of state in
the Prime Minister's Office,
Prithviraj Chauhan, AICC lead-
ers Mukul Wasnik, Shakeel
Ahmed, Prime Minister’s princi-
pal secretary, TK.A. Nair and
special secretary MK.
Narayanan.

At a relief camp in Campbell
Bay, a distraught Moses Isaac of
Pilo Millow Island told the Prime
Minister about the problem of
the fishing community hitby the
tidal wave. “We will make sin-
cere efforts to see that you get
new boats,” the Prime Minister
told fishermen whose vessels
had been badly damaged.

A sobbing Gurnam Kaur from
Punjab told the Prime Minister
howshe, from a well settled fam-
ily, had lost everything. With
tears welling in his eyes, an emo-
tional Prime Minister said:
“We will make available all pos-
sible amenities.” — PTI

The Econon

iic T imey

g JAN 2003



