CTBT has no relevance for India,

“We are a nuclea

Special Correspondent

BANGALORE: The Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty has no relevance
to India any more since the coun-
try was a nuclear weapons State
since 1998 and confirmed its com

mitment to total nuclear disarma-

ment, said President A.P.J. Abdul |

Kalam here on Saturday.

He was inangurating the silver
jubilee celebrations of the Karna- _
taka Rajya Vijnana Parishat. Mr.

Kalam was in his elements while
interacting with high school chil-
dren of nearly ten schools. The
children who were seated in the
auditorium three hours were the
happiest lot after their interac-
tion with the President, which ex-
tended to nearly 45 minutes of the
hour-long programme.

In reply to a question from a
student on the CTBT, Mr. Kalam
said the treaty had lost its rele-
vance for India. The country be-
came a nuclear-weapons state in
1998 and has also made it clear
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President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam addressing the
Karnataka Rajya Vijnana
Parishat silver jubilee
function in Bangalore on
Saturday. - PHOTO: K.
GOPINATHAN

“we will not test further” apart
from keeping away from “no-first
use” of nuclear weapons.

On disposal of nuclear wastes,

the President said the country
had adequate facilities for dispos-
al of such wastes and these facil-
ities were located in the
proximity of all nuclear reactors.
He said he had got in touch with
the chairman of the Atomic En-
ergy Commission on this matter
on Friday to have an update on
the facilities for nuclear wastes
disposal.

On achievement in the field of
space technology, Mr. Kalam said
the country entered the space
sector in 1963 and the building of
large rocket systems using indig-
enous technology was one of the
biggest achievements. In 2007,
the Indian Space Research Orga-
nisation was expected to send a
spacecraft to the moon along
with a payload and this would be
another milestone.

Referring to the Agni missile
technology, he said it was indeed
a unique challenge and the devel-
opment of the re-entry technol-
ogy which has since been
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perfected was a major achieve-
ment. The Agni missile had to be
protected with a heat shield since
the temperature during the re-
entry stage increased up to 4,000
degrees Celsius. The payload in
the system had to be obviously
protected. “We have developed a
good heat shield”.

The President said it was es-
sential to develop appropriate
technologies that give immediate
benefits to the people. It was
imperative to package such tech-
nologies and also ensure political
support for them to receive the
necessary patronage.

Mr. Kalam spent time explain-
ing to the students his associ-
ation with great scientists like
Homi Bhabha, Vikram Sarabai,
D.S.Kothari, Brahm Prakash and
Satish Dhawan. He also referred
to Sir CV.Raman and Chan-
drashekar Subramaniam and
spoke on the sound foundation
that they had laid for the country
in the field of science. “Bangalore

Kalam for indigenously developed jet airliner

Calls for a national aeronautics commission to plan, design and develop the aircraft

BANGALORE: President A.P.J Ab-
dul Kalam on Saturday called for
amission mode-approach by In-
diain developing a 150-seater jet
airliner and selling it to other
countries.

With the convergence of tech-
nologies in aeronautics and
space and the availability of vast
infrastructure and human re-
source, “India can definitely
launch such missions in the in-
ternational market,” Mr. Kalam
said.

He was delivering the JRD
Tata Memorial lecture on “Vi-
sion for Aeronautics-Missions”
at the National Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies here.

Recalling the efforts of JRD, a
pioneer in the aviation industry,
Mr. Kalam said the need of the
hour was a national aeronautics
commission, which should be
planned and mandated to de-
sign, develop and send a pas-
senger aircraft soaring into the
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There are more than
300,000 engineers
and an infrastructure
worth more than

Rs. 20,000 crores

skies. “When our 150-seater air-
craft flies in our sky, JRD will
smile.”

Mission-mode approach

The President stressed on a
mission mode-approach for
building the jet airliner. “Look-
ing at the current scenario, the
mission mode-approach to de-
velop a 150-seater passenger air-
craft will be technologically
satisfying enough to attract
youngsters to take up aeronauti-
cal education and research, will
make economic sense and, at the
same time, meet national re-
quirements.” A similar approach
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and national vision for the Light
Combat Aircraft, the Advanced
Light Helicopter and the Inte-
grated Guided Missile Develop-
ment Programme had been
successful earlier.

Referring to Vision 2020, he
said that India was expected to
be one of the fastest growing
countries in the aviation sector.
He called for a national aero-
nautics policy to integrate the
strength in both civil and mil-
itary sectors and bring a synergy
in the aviation sector. Imple-
mentation of such a policy would
usher in an era of high technol-
ogy and high skill industry envi-
ronment resulting in generation
of assets, wealth and employ-
ment.

Space systems and missile and
aeronautics groups had demon-
strated technological excellence
in their products through net-
working with academic insti-
tutes, industries and the

Government. There are more
than 300,000 engineers and an
infrastructure worth more than
Rs. 20,000 crares. To tap this
opportunity, an appropriate pol-
icy should be in place, Mr. Kalamr
said.

The President also called fo
integrated development of a st
personic, unmanned combat ai-
craft, a hypersonic reusate
missile and a hyperplane ad
planetary missions, inclndng
manned missions for energyand
water.

He said that aerospace had
moved away from being a hard
engineering subject and encom-
passed many emerging areas
such as software, material sci-
ence, control and guidance and
computer and communication
technologies.

This multi-disciplinary area
could be developed only by unit-
ing minds working in diverse ar-
eas. — PTI, UNI

says Kalam

}Xa&e since 1998 and commltted to nuclear disarmament”

is the centre for science and Prof.
C.N.R. Rao resides here.”

The President commended the
work being done by the Karnata-
ka Rajya Vijnana Parishat found-
ed under the guidance of the late
H. Narasimhaiah of the National
Education Society, Bangalore.
The KRVP has established over
500 school science centres across
the State and has a continous
programme to promote science
and a scientific temparament.

Deputy Chief Minister M.P.
Prakash  congratulating the
KRVP on its achievements said:
“We have miles to go and prom-
ises to keep.”

The silver jubilee celebrations
of the KRVP is indeed a mile-
stone for the organisation which
has done a commendable job.

Governor T.N. Chaturvedi,
Minister for Science and Tech-
nology Basavaraj Horatti; KRVP
president S.J.Nagalotimath and
secretary H.S.Niranjana Aradhya
also spoke.
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g PRESIDENT
i APJ  Abdul
Kalam on Sat- !
urday said the
Comprehen-
sive Test Ban
A Treaty (CTBT)
had lost its ‘rel-
evance’ for In-
dia. President Kalam said
though India became a ‘nu-
clear-weapons’ state in 1998,
its nuclear doctrine states “we
will not test further” and
mentions about “no-first
use” of nuclear weapons and
that India is for complete
disarmament.

“With these three, CTBT
haslostrelevance,” he saidtoa
query from a boy who asked
the President about India’s
stand on the CTBT at a func-
tion to mark the inauguration
of the silver jubilee pro-
gramme of the Karnataka Ra-
jya Vijnana Parishat here.

Replying to a question posed
by another student, President
Kalam said India had well es-
tablished capabilities in nuclear
waste management at its nu-
clear facilities.

Answering another query, |
he said that the capability to
build rockets and spacecraft
was one of the most important
achievements of India’s space
programme which started
in 1963.

“One of the very important
achievements is to build large
rocket system using our oWz,
technology and to launch #,
type of spacecraft,” he AN
this context, he noted ¢t %,
hasplannedanunme,f% ‘
sion to the moon in 2003 ,©

AAE



President alerts nation on need

for energy independence . .-

“Entrust the job to young leadership to achieve the

FUEL SECURITY: President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam addresses the nation from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Sunday. He pointed to the growing
mismatch between demand and supply of fossil fuels. - PHOTO: PTI
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objective in 25 years”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: On the eve of the 59th.

Independence Day, President
Abdul J. Kalam exhorted the
country to become alert to the
need for “energy independence.”

Calling for “a comprehensive
renewable energy policy” within
one year, the President asserted
on Sunday that “India has
knowledge and natural re-
sources” and all that was needed
was “planned integrated mis-
sions” to achieve the goal.

Technical theme

Like last Independence Day
when the President devoted his
entire customary address to the
nation on the theme of “employ-
ment generation,” this time Mr.
Kalam has focussed on the high-
ly technical theme of energy se-

curity and  independence.
Except for a brief note on the
natural disasters in recent

months, the President chose not
to talk about any political, con-
stitutional or economic issues
facing the nation.

Pointing out that India has 17
per cent of the world’s popula-
tion and only 0.8 per cent of the
world’s known oil and natural
gas resources, Mr. Kalam drew
the nation’s attention to this gap
between demand and resources
as “energy and water demand
will soon surely be a defining
characteristic of our people’s life
in the 21st Century.”

Asthe President saw it: “Ener-
gy Independence has to be our
nation’s first and highest prior-
ity. We must be determined to
achieve this within the next 25
years, therefore by the year
2030. This one major 25-year
national mission must be formu-
lated, funds guaranteed, and
leadership entrusted without
delay as a public-private part-
nerships to our younger gener-
ation, now in their 30s, as their
lifetime mission in a renewed
drive for nation-building.”

Suggesting a shift in the struc-
ture of energy sources, the Presi-
dent stressed the need to
minimise the imports of fossil
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o Need to minimise import
of fossil fuel stressed

 Larger reliance on solar
energy suggested

fuel. The access to such import-
ed supply would have to be en-
sured. Maximum hydro and
nuclear power potential, thus,
would need to be tapped. Above
all, there has to be a shift from
fossil to renewable energy. He
suggested alarger reliance on so-
lar energy and added that new
technologies would need to be
explored in order to reduce the
cost of harvesting solar energy
for large-scale use in rural and
urban areas.

Large reserve
Mr. Kalam noted that there

would have to be a ten-fold in- |

crease in nuclear power gener-
ation in order to achieve a

reasonable degree of energy self-

sufficiency. Hence, the focus
should be on development of nu-
clear power using thorium as the
country has a large reserve of
this key source material. In addi- ;
tion, “Nuclear Fusion research
needs to be progressed with in- |
ternational cooperation to keep
the option for meeting the large
power requirement, at a time
when fossil fuels get depleted.”

As per his timetable, by 2020
India should achieve compre-
hensive energy security and by
2030 there should be energy in-
dependence. Mr. Kalam con-
cluded: “We need to evolve a
comprehensive renewable ener-
gy policy for energy independ-
ence within a year. This should
address all issues relating to gen-
eration of energy through wind,
solar, geothermal, biomass and
ocean. The nation should also
work towards establishment of
thorium-based reactors. Re-
search and technology develop-
ment of thorium-based reactors
is one of the immediate require-
ments for realising self-reliance
in nuclear power generation and
long-term energy security for
the nation.”
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“Kalam calls for 3-pronged
approach to tackling terror,

“A problem should not defeat you, you must defeat the problem”

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: “Terrorism is a world phe-
nomenon.” To combat it there is
need for “a combination of a three-
dimensional approach — education
with a value system, the transfor-
mation of religion into a spiritual
force and the removal of economic
disparities,” President Abdul Kalam
said here on Wednesday.

“You all have to think it is pos-
sible... it is not a disgrace not to be
able to reach the stars but is a dis-
grace to have no stars to reach for.”
This was Dr. Kalam’s message to a
gathering of students drawn from
26 schools and educational institu-
tions across rural West Bengal
which was part of the audience at an
interactive session with the Presi-
dent organised by the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry (Eastern
Region).

Answering questions from the
floor on a wide range of issues Dr.
Kalam said, “A problem should not
defeat you, you must defeat the
problem. The word impossible was
becoming very notorious in the
world of science and technology.”

“Draw out creativity”

On the subject of “real education”
the President suggested “it was
about bringing out creativity [in the
school-going years] to preparing
one to take the responsibility to
take on various assignments.” He
had given his assent to a Bill that
ensured compulsory and free edu-
cation to all children till the age of
15 years.

The President dwelt on a variety
of topics - from the possibilities
opening up with educational loans
for professional courses being pro-
vided by banks, the importance of
an inter-river linking system to the
opportunities = now  available
through the information communi-
cation technology. “Through tele-
education we are heading for a new
type of revolution,” he said.

Growth rate

To raise the economic growth
rate in the country from six per cent
to 10 per cent which would lift the
country’s 260 million people from
below the poverty line there was
need to focus on agriculture and
food processing, education and
health care, information communi-
cation technology, infrastructural
development and, self-reliance in
critical technology, the President
said.

14 Bl 2005

¥ Mof %

FEELING GOOD: President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam shares a light moment with West Bengal
Governor Gopal Krishna Gandhi in Kolkata on Wednesday. Tara Gandhi, wife of

the Governor, looks on. Mr. Kalam inaugurated a herbal garden in the Raj

Bhavan. - PHOTO: AFP

Speaking at the convocation of
the Netaji Subash Open University
here, Dr. Kalam called for a collec-
tive effort by universities and high-
er education institutions to take
advantage of the facilities provided
by information and communication
technology to further tele-educa-
tion in the country.

“Now that an exclusive education
satellite was available it was time to
make greater use of information
and communication technology to
create interactive virtual class
rooms across the country.” Through
tele-education students in even re-
mote villages could be made aware
of developments in sectors such as
agriculture,  telecommumication
and information technology.

India’s endeavours to digitise
books through a digital library pro-
gramme would help facilitate the
setting up of an “on-line knowledge

% »

» Education must help bring
out creativity

» Tele-education harbinger of
new revolution

« Jadavpur University can
become modern Nafanda

society.” Already, 90,000 books had
been digitised at the initiative of
institutions, social organisations
and even the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Dr. Kalam said.

Low-cost software

The President said he had taken
the initiative to develop low-cost
software that would make available
detailed study material on various
subjects to the visually impaired
through the web.

Earlier, on the occasion of the
golden jubilee celebrations of Ja-
davpur University, Dr. Kalam said
the university had all the qualities
to “become a modern Nalanda” [the
17th century international universi-
ty in Bihar to which scholars from
different countries came to interact -
and learn.]

“In this critical stage of turbu-
lence where there is mutual distrust
and hatred I feel that Jadavpur Uni-
versity can set up an environment
of calm and peace.”

‘West Bengal Governor Gopalk:
rishna Gandhi, who is also Chancel-
lor of the Netaji Subash Open
University and Jadavpur Universi~
ty, was present on both the
occasions.

Dr. Kalam also addressed the
concluding ceremony of the dia-
mond jubilee celebrations of the
Press Club here.




Kalam wake

\S/\

-up call

v for Governors

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 14. —
Apparently taking note of the public
perception of “politicisation” of con-
stitutional offices, President Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam today virtually asked
the Governors to outgrow their
political past and to work for the
good of the people.

“You have to decide whether you
rise to be a first citizen or remain
caged in the confines of your politi-
cal or any other identity. If you con-
tinue to nurture certain affiliations,
many will hesitate about approach-
ing you with suggestions and prob-
lems. You will be isolated from a
large number of people,” Dr Kalam
said with all the linguistic finesse
required in dealing with the highly
sensitive subject of the functioning
of state governors. He was speaking

after inaugurating a two-day confer-
ence of Governors and Lt
Governors in the capital. His speech
was a thinly-concealed message to
the constitutional heads.

The Governors should “distil the
best of aspirations of the people from
the vicissitudes of politics,” he said.
Explaining, Dr Kalam said: “It is like
preserving the light Dharma. Friends,
1 am sure you are all aware of this
worldly wisdom. The Governor’s
office is a beacon light in the affairs
of the state. While there are many
checks and balances provided by the
Constitution, the office of the
Governor has the independence to
rise above the day-to-day politics and
override compulsions emanating
either from the central system or the
state system.”

A Governor by definition and in
the spirit of the Constitution is the

first citizen of the state; he said, and
asked: “Can we collectively say that
today such a well-intended position
is upheld by each one of us?”

Getting isolated from a large num-
ber of people was not the purpose of
being in a Raj Bhavan, he said adding:
“If you are a true first citizen, every
one will approach you and respect
your views. It is a great victory to con-
quer the people’s hearts and preserve
our democratic traditions.”

Quoting the Tamil classic, Sila-
padikaram, the poet-President said if
people in high and responsibie posi-
tions went against righteousness,
righteousness itself would get trans-
formed into a destroyer for them.

The conference is expected to dis-
cuss the concept and economic
implications -of the Value Added
Tax, border management and the
national security scenario.



‘Kalam seeks deeper

ties with Iceland ;-

Press Trust of India_

REYKJAVIK, May 30. —
A day after reaching
Iceland, President APJ
Abdul Kalam today assert-
ed the need to reform the
United Nations, and said
the changes would make
the world body more com-
patible with contemporary
realities and cnable it to
become democratic and
transparent. - Also -ioday,
Iceland agreed to co-spon-
sor the draft resolution of

G-4 countries to be tabled .

before the UN next month.

Speaking at a banquet
hosted in his honour by
Iceland President Olafur
Ragnar Grimsson, Dr
Kalam said: “India and
Iceland share cherished
values such as pluralistic
democracy, human rights
and freedom in a tolerant
social environment. Both
India and Iceland are com-
mitted to the UN Charter.
We believe that there is a
dire need to reform the
UN structure to make it
more compatible with the

rere -
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WARMING UP: Dr Kalam tatks to an unidentified scientist in Reykjavik on Sunday. — PTI

contemporary realities and
make it more democratic
and transparent.”

He . appreciated Ice-
land’s principled stand and
consistent support to
India’s candidature for a
permanent seat at the UN
Security Council.

Referring to ties bet-
ween India and Iceland, he
said: “We deeply appreci-
ate patronage of bilateral
relations by Iceland since
the year 2000 when
Grimsson visited India for
the first time.”

“My government too
Py t=)

THE STATESMAN

shares your commitment
to expand and deepen our

ties for mutual advantage. |

We believe that my current
visit to Iceland would give
further fillip to our tics by
providing visibility and fos-
tering mutual awareness.”

Dr Kalam said.
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‘reaches
s” lceland*f‘\

REYKIJAVIK, May 29. —
President APJ Abdul
Kalam arrived here today
on a three-day state visit,
the first ever by an Indian
leader. He was received by
the Secretary-General in
the office of Iceland’s
President, Mr Stefan L
Stefasson, and later accord-
ed a guard of honour.
During Dr Kalam’s visit,
two bilateral agreements
— air services and opening
up of a resident mission
here — are likely to be
signed. The high-level del-
egation of the President is
likely to be joined by the
minister of state for civil
aviation, Mr Praful Patel,
who would be inking the
MoU for paving the way
for direct air services
between the two countries.
When bilateral agree-
ments with Iceland are
being given shape, Dr
Kalam said, India and
Switzerland have agreed
on a joint space research
programme in which Dethi
would offer its satellites to
Swiss researchers. The
joint research programme
envisages use of space
technology for peaceful
purposes, including predic-
tion of avalanches. India
has also offered its satellite
launchpads to place Swiss
satellites into orbit, he said
and added that coopera-
tion in the field of science
would be intensified.
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Kalam says India

is a responsible
nuclear state .~
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“We did not have any alternative”

K.V.Prasad

MOSCOW: President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam on Monday said India
was a responsible nuclear state.
It would never be a proliferator
of weapons of mass destruction
even though it was not a signato-
ry to the Nuclear Proliferation
Treaty.

“When we are surrounded by
nuclear armed countries, we
didn’t have any alternative but
to become a nuclear weapon
state. Though India has not
signed the NPT, India is a non-
proliferator of weapons of mass
destruction and a very respon-
sible state. The Weapons of Mass
Destruction and their delivery
systems (prohibition of unlawful
activities) Bill 2005 emphatical-
ly confirms that India will never
be a proliferator, Mr. Kalam told
a group of leaders at Duma, B**~-
sia’s Lower House. The issv

so came up during Mr. Kala...., ..

interaction with teachers ana
students at Moscow State Uni-
versity, established in 1755. To a
question, he said the prolifera-
tion was not a good thing. The
biggest challenge before youth
in both countries was to ensure a
nuclear weapons-free world.

India consciously adopted a
nuclear ‘no-first use’ policy, the
President said. It was committed
to complete disarmament.

To a question on terrorism, he
said it could be tackled by pro-
moting value-based education,
attacking poverty and raising
spiritual content against theol-
ogy in religion. The university
expressed concern over bomb
attacks in New Delhi and said
Russia knew what it was to face
the threat from terrorism.

Boris Gryzlov, Speaker, said a
strategic partnership was active-
ly developing and was being
helped by the geopolitical posi-
tions of both nations. He an-
nounced that the third session of

* Indo-Russian Inter-Parliamen-

tary Commission would meet in
Delhi in September. He also con-
doled the loss of lives in the
blasts on Sunday.

Mr. Kalam said the developed
world had realised how respon-
sible India was on international
issues. All nations wanted India
to be their friend. In this con-
text, he mentioned the progress
in relations between India and
Pakistan and the Sino-Indian
talks

A series of engagements kept
Mr. Kalam occupied and he util-
ised each occasion to stress the
possibility of greater scientific
interaction and use of advance
technology for betterment of hu-
man beings.

Interacting with scientists
and scholars at the Russian A-
cademy of Sciences, the Presi-
dent outlined the challenges
before the community in the

of earthquake prediction
application of laser physics

..4 science that has emerged
due to the convergence of in-
formation technology, bio-tech-
nology and nano-technolgy.

Cooperation between the two
nations, he said, could expand
into new areas such as knowl-
edge products and knowledge
systems. “Bio-info-nano tech-
nology convergence may lead to
revolution in the health sector,”
he told members at the Duma
and set a $25 billion volume tar-
get for business and trade over
the next 10 to 15 years from pre-
sent level of $3 billion.

Mr, Kalam was honoured by
the Academy with an honorary
professorship. He visited the
Sukhoi Design Bureau and dis-
cussed the possibility of cooper-
ation in the development of
regional jet (civilian aircraft) in
addition to an earlier proposal
for the development of the fifth
generation of fighter aircraft. He
later attended a dinner hosted
by Russian premier, Mikhail
Fradkov.

THE 1OV




Kalam trip

MOSCOW, May 22. — President
APJ Abdul Kalam arrived here
today on a four-day state visit, the
first such visit by an Indian head
of state to Russia after the col-
lapse of the erstwhile Seoviet
‘Union.

The President was warmly wel-
comed by the Russian finance
minister, Mr Alexei Kudrin, at the
VVIP Vnukovo-II airport. He was
also given a ceremonial Guard of
Honour at the tarmac.

Besides holding wide-ranging
talks with his Russian host Mr
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday,
President Kalam is scheduled to
visit key defence production
installations and actively interact
with Russian scientists and schol-
ars in Moscow and St Petersburg.

. The President will meet with the

.to boost defence ties

.

Moscot-baséd Indian %om tnity
at a reception later tonight, to be
hosted in his honour by the Indian
High Commissioner in Moscow,
Mr Kanwal Sibal. '

According to diplomats, Dr
Kalam’s talks with Mr Putin
would be instrumental in boosting
the Indo-Russian strategic part-
nership in defence and space.
“The President in his earlier
capacities had been closely linked
with the Russian defence scien-
tists. He is well aware of Russia’s
scientific and technological poten-
tial and during his talks with
President Putin, he would help in
boosting bilateral strategic part-
nership in defence and space,” Mr
Sibal said while briefing the
Indian media ahead of the
President’s state visit.

Mr Sibal did not rule out the
possibility that during the

Presidents’ talks, ideas about new
Indo-Russian joint ventures in
defence may also crop up. After
all, the “highly successful”
Brahmos cruise missile venture
was launched under Dr Kalam’s
guidance, when he was the Prime
Minister’s defence adviser.

“India and Russia are confi-
dently moving away from the
buyer-seller relations in defence
and through joint R&D, produc-
tion and marketing projects,
Russia would remain India’s
major long-term defence part-
ner,” Mr Sibal said.

During his visit, the President is
also scheduled to visit the NPO
Mashinostroyenie missile design
bureau in Reutov, just outside
Moscow, which is the partner in
the Brahmos joint venture, and
meet his former Russian col-
leagues and friends.
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‘Buoyant NDA
asks Kalam to

prot

p v
\! X

HT Correspondent

New Delhi, March 9 (\\\

N

UPBEAT FOLLOWING the
Supreme Court’s directive for
an early floor test in Jh-
arkhand, a delegation of NDA
leaders urged President A.PJ.
Abdul Kalam to appoint an
observer to keep an eye on the
proceedings in the Assembly
and provide police protection
to all the MLAs till the pro-
cess of trial of strength was
completed.

The NDA delegation, led by
its convener George Fernan-
des, also requested Kalam to
ensure that “no coercive or
punitive action” be taken ag-
ainst any MLA by the state
police till the vote of confide-
nce is completed.”

The President had cance-
lled a scheduled meeting with
NDA leaders on Monday but
gave an appointment on Wed-
nesday. Senior BJP leaders
Jaswant Singh, Rajnath Sin-
gh, Mukhtar Abbas Nagqvi
and Ravi Shankar Prasad we-
re part of the delegation that
went to Rajstrapati Bhavan.

Speaking after meeting Ka-
lam, Fernandes said, “the Su-
preme Court has given us jus-
tice. We welcome the judg-
ement and thank the Sup-
reme Court for it.”

BJP general secretary Raj-
nath Singh said, “we welcome
the judgement and it has been
according to our wishes.”

BJP’s deputy leader in Lok
Sabha VK. Malhotra said,
“The Supreme Court has vin-
dicated our stand and it is a
big slap on Congress, UPA

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

ect M

W& b\ \‘}i)
Government and the stratégy
of Sonia Gandhi has failed.”

He said, “All dreams of the
Congress has been shattered
and the Jharkhand chief min-
ister, Shibu Soren, should resi-
gn. Even though the Congress
has been saying that Sonia Ga-
ndhi is not involved but Union
minister Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, who was deputed by
the party to Jharkhand, had
reportedly said Sonia knew
why he was there and it was to
form the UPA government,”
he said. He said the Congress
could not stay without power
as was seen in Goa, Jharkha-
nd and Bihar and “despite rep-
eatedly trying to stab democ-
racy, it had failed to do so0.”

“We are not against nomi-
nation of an Anglo-Indian but
not at the time of formation of
government when voting has
to be done in the Assembly.

“We welcome the SC order
of not allowing any nomin-
ation to take place and also to
ensure that members are pro-

vided security so that they ar/e/

able to vote,” he said.
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Jharkhand crisis: Its
over to the President

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Ranchi, March 3

PRESIDENT A.PJ. Abdul Kalam to-
day summoned Jharkhand Gover-
nor Syed Sibtey Razi to New Delhi
shortly before the NDA paraded 41
MLAs before him at Rashtrapati
Bhavan — proof that the combine
enjoyed a majority in the 81-member
state legislature.

Razi, with the threat of dismissal
hanging over his head, took the Del-
hi flight from Ranchi’s Birsa Munda
Aiport amid heavy security through
a sea of black flag-waving, slogan-
shouting NDA supporters on the tar-
mac. He will meet the President to-
morrow to try and explain why he
had installed Shibu Soren instead of
the NDA combine’s Arjun Munda as
chief minister.

Things have worsened for Razi
and Soren with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Congress
president Sonia Gandhi distancing
themselves from the Governor’s
move. “It was his personal decision,”
Sonia told reporters. Party
spokesperson Ambika Soni later
said Sonia had given the “clear in-
struction that no UPA action should
ever violate the Constitution”.

Kalam’s summons to Razi is one of
the reasons why Sonia is “so dis-
pleased with the Governor”, a Con-
gress source said. “It’s now basically
a damage control exercise because
her image has been harmed.”

What may boomerang on Soren in

KALAM'S OPTIONS

 Ask Razi to allow Soren only
3 days to win trust vote

< Recall (dismiss) Razi

this situation is a huge advertise-
ment he put in Jharkhand’s newspa-
pers today thanking Sonia for help-
ing him become chief minister —a
claim that contradicts the Congress
chief’s statement.

A senior Congress leader said
Kalam now has only two options: (a)
he can ask the Governor to allow
Soren only three days instead of 19
to prove his majority on the floor of
the House; or (b) he can recall (sack)
the Governor.

The President, however, was non-
committal after the NDA parade of
41 MLAs, one of whom arrived in an
ambulance from Apollo Hospital,
where he is admitted with heart
problems. “Whatever is appropriate
will be done,” Kalam told L.K. Ad-
vani, George Fernandes and Venka-
iah Naidu who accompanied the

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

state legislators.

In a political drama riddled with in-
trigue, Fernandes floated the idea of
another twist in the plot. He feared
the Jharkhand government “may
nominate an Anglo-Indian nominee,
the 82nd legislator, to turn the tide”.
But the NDA “has a strategy ready”.

Earlier, the Opposition alliance
again stalled both Houses of Parlia-
ment, with L.K. Advani dubbing Razi
a “contract killer” who had used “the
gun handed down by the UPA”.

With even the UPA’s staunchest ally,
the CPI(M), criticising Razi for his
“hasty” decision, the Congress top
brass went into a huddle to find a way
out of the hole it found itself in. The
one-hour meeting at the Prime Minis-
ter's 7 Race Course residence was at-
tended by Sonia, defence minister
Pranab Mukherjee, home minister
Shivraj Patil, HRD minister Arjun
Singh, finance minister P Chi-
dambaram, parliamentary affairs
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, law min-
ister H.R. Bhardwaj and senior lead-
ers Margaret Alva and Ahmed Patel.

Later, the Prime Minister met at-
torney-general Milon Banerjee to
find out the legal implications of
any possible action the government
might take to solve the tangle.

In Ranchi, Soren tried to put a
brave face on the day’s happenings,
claiming he had the support of 42
MLAs, two of whom had been “kid-
napped” by the NDA. He said he
could prove his majority “anytime”.
% More reports on Page 2
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‘Commltted to. cofimon man”’

By Our Special Correspondeﬁt

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. “My Govern-
ment wants India to shine, but it
must shine for all.”

These 12 words in the Presi-
dent, A.P.]. Abdul Kalam’s 8,000-
word address to Parliament, at
the start of the Budget session,
define the Manmohan Singh
Government’s ag&da, demon-
stratively rigged in favour of the
common man (aam admi).

Addressing the members of
the two Houses of Parliament,
assembled in the historic Central
Hall, the President put on record
ernment is commit-
inclusive society, a car-
ity and a sharing
my.” Expectedly, the ad-
dress hones closely the National
Common Minimum Programme.

The customary address at the
start of the session is used by the
incumbent Government to spell
out its priorities and preferences.
Apart from obligatorily flagging
various economic policy issues
(which would get fleshed out in
the Union Budget in the next few
days), the Manmohan Singh
Government used the occasion
to showcase its sensitivity in
dealing with issues of security
and alienation.

Security concerns

“In the final analysis, power in
India can only flow from the bal-
lot box; never from the barrel of a

gun,e said the President in the
context of the internal security
concerns in Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Northeast and the naxa-
lite problem. Even while the
President said that “the infras-
tructure of terrorism has not
been dismantled across the bor-
der” in Jammu and Xashmir, and
also asserted that there was no
“weakening of our resolve to deal
with elements inimical to our na-
tional security,” he said that his
“Government is committed to
paying equal attention to the
genuine concerns of the peop]e
and redressing their grievances.”
He repeated the Government’s
“willingness to talk to any group
provided they abjure the path of
violence.” And, the Northeast re-
gion, he observed, “needs a new
agenda of hope.”

Communal violence

In pursuit of an agenda of
communal harmony, Mr. Kalam
said that “a Model Comprehen-
sive Law to deal with communal
violence is on the anvil. My Gov-
ernment will deal resolutely with
any attempts to spread commu-
nalism, disturb law and order
and deny a life of peace and se-
curity to any citizen.” Even to the
naxalites, the President prom-
ised to encourage “a dialogue
with all political forces interested
in promoting the welfare of the
people in a peaceful manner.”
But in the same breath, the Presi-

™ g

-\

29

warned e Govern-
ment “will deal effectively with
any group challenging the Con-
stitutional authority of a demo-

cratically-elected = Government
and resorting to the use of arms."

Core issues

Dwelling on the Common
Minimum Programme’s seven
core commitments — agricul-
ture, education, employment, _
healthcare, infrastructure, urban
renewal and water — the Presi-
dent’s address unveils a bias in
favour of the common man, even
while attending to the task of ac-
celerating the process of eco-
nomic liberalisation.

In particular, he said: “We
need a modern educational sys-
tem that promotes secular values
and creates concerned, commit-
ted and competent citizens ca-
pable of meeting the challenges
of the 21st century.”

In matters of foreign policy,
the Pres1dent s address notes the
ongoing “serious dialogue” and
descnbes the quest for peace asa

“response to the felt desire of our
peoples.”

On Nepal, he said the situa-
tion could “only be addressed by
a constitutional monarchy and
multi-party democracy working
together harmoniously on the
basis of a national consensus.”

Directionless, says
BJP: Page 11
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wPrez Kala
_ recovers afte
D{« treatment |

New Delhi: President AP J
Abdul Kalam,
who had suf-
fered a shoul-
der bone frac-
ture, on Mon-
day under-
went a non-
invasive cor-
rective procedure and his
condition is said to be fine.

“Today morning, under
short general anaesthesia,
closed reduction of the frac-
ture has been done. His Ex-
cellency had uneventful re-
covery and is cheerful. His
condition is fine,” Maj Gen L.
P Sadhotra, commandant of
the Army Hospital, research
and referral.

The President, who fell in
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
premises during his morning
walk on Sunday, had sus-
tained a fracture of the
shoulder bone and was ad-
mitted to the Army Hospital
on Sunday evening.

While it was decided that
Kalam would undergo an op-
eration, on Monday morning
top doctors met and decided
instead to treat the fracture
without an invasive proce-
dure. A closed reduction of a
fracture is a procedure in
which the doctor sets a bro-
ken bone without making an
incision in the skin.

“This procedure is suffi-
cient now. Tomorrow the
panel of doctors will again
examine his Excellency, only
then it can be known what
time he can be discharged
and how much rest he will
need,” the commandant said.

Rashtrapati Bhavan
spokesperson S M Khan said
“While the president was
speaking to doctors, no visi-
tors had been allowed yet.”
Vice president Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, PM Manmohan
Singh and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi had spoken to
Kalam on Sunday evening and
wished him a speedy recove
“The president also spoke 0
his elder brother in Ramewfsh-
waram in Tamil Nady last
evening,” Khan said. r
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Kalam slips,
fractures ”\;{

A

shoulder.

HT Correspondent \\ '
New Delhi, February 6

PRESIDENT A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
today slipped during a walk in-
side the Rashtrapati Bhavan
complex and suffered a fracture
in his right shoulder. He was ad-
mitted to the Research and Re-
ferral Hospital where he will
have surgery tomorrow. '

Rashtrapati Bhavan spokes-
man S.M. Khan said the 74-year-
old President began his daily
walk late today as he had to in-
augurate the renovated golf
course in the Rashtrapati Bha-
van. He slipped at a spot near
Herbal Gardens. “His general
condition is absolutely fine and
there is no cause for any concern
or alarm,” Khan said. “The mild
fracture requires a surgical cor-
rection and rest for a few days.
The President will be operated
on tomorrow morning.”

The Herbal Garden and
Moghul Garden are to be thrown
open to the public from Febru-
ary 11, and the President had

_~gone to see the arrangements at

the two gardens.
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HT Correspondent 3(\
New Delhi, January 25

PRESIDENT A.PJ. Abdul
Kalam has called for an im-
mediate realignment of the
education system to meet
present-day challenges and
the emerging imperatives of
societal transformation.

“The whole purpose of ed-
ucation in a country like In-
dia is to develop and enhance
the potential of our human
resource and progressively
transform it into a knowl-
edge society. This will lead to
the production of value
added products and services
that are rich in both explicit
and tacit terms amid a high-
ly networked knowledge in-
tensive environment,” Presi-
dent Kalam said in his ad-
dress to the nation on the eve
of the 56th Republic Day
here on Tuesday night.

In a pointed reference to
the transformation of the
world from industrial to in-
formation and knowledge
era, the President painstak-
ingly argued for the creation
of employment opportuni-
ties for approximately 400
million eligible workforce
out of which around 36 mil-
lion were unemployed. “Jobs
for all unemployed can be
created in the next five years
if’ several schemes in sectors
such as textile, healthcare
and wasteland development
are taken up under a ‘Mis-
sion Mode’, he said.

Detailing the finer points
of his Republic Day address
theme of “Action Plan for
Employment Generation”,
Kalam reiterated his prefer-

PTi
Kalam addresses the nation
on the eve of Republic Day.

ence for Pura (Providing Ur-
ban Amenities in Rural Ar-
eas) leading to physical, elec-
tronic and knowledge con-
nectivity to a cluster of vil-
lages for a greater economic
connectivity and prosperity
He also did not lose sight of
the shifting sectoral employ-
ment paradigm from agricul-
ture to manufacturing and
service sectors.

This trend, according to
the President, must continue
with an ambitious employ-
ment pattern of 44 per cent
in agriculture, 21 per cent in
manufacturing and 35 per
cent in service sectors by
2020. Drawing up a list of spe-
cific schemes such as Bio-
Fuel, Waste Land Develop-

2 6 JAN 2009

ment, Water Harvesting and
Recycling and extended
Bamboo Plantations for
large-scale-employment gen-
eration, the scientist in
Kalam pitched for the con-
version of fly ash into a
wealth generator “Fly ash
can become a wealth genera-
tor by making use of it for
producing green building
materials and roads apart
from its utilisation in agri-
culture. Total utilisation of
the available fly ash can pro-
vide work to over three hun-
dred thousand people with a
net business volume of over
Rs 4,000 crore,” he said.
Stressing the importance
of transforming India’s vil-
lages as hubs of Information
and Communication Tech-
nology, the President said
that such knowledge centres
could provide the villagers
access to area specific infor-
mation through digital stor-
age and village-level dissem-
ination of relevant inputs.
In areference to the tsuna-
mi tragedy, Kalam said while
we “are saddened by its
wrath, we are not disheart-
ened.” In his 10-point list of
integrated action paradigm
for the people of the country,
he called for a massive recon-
struction plan for the tsuna-
mi-affected coastal regions
by way of an integrated
Pura. “The plan should in-
clude infrastructure for fish
storage and chilling plants,
sea food processing and mar-
keting centres, boat and fish-
ing net maintenance centres,
schools, hospitals, water

resources and other sm
scale industrial units. /
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