Bihar House 1s dissolved

Step Taken After Governor's Letter ﬁn\ Horgeé{\?lding In State: Patil

New Delhi: The Bihar assembly was dis- o
solved on Monday with President APJ ¢
Abdul Kalam, away in Moscow, accepting
a recommendation to this effect by the
Union cabinet which met here late Sunday
night. The dissolution comes in the wake
of heightened political activities in recent
days triggered by a section of MLAs be-
longing to Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party breaking
away from him in a bid to form an NDA
government led by JD(U).

The dissolution promptly evoked
protests from BJP and other NDA part-
ners. Announcing the presidential ap-
proval of the Union cabinet’s recommen-
dation, home minister Shivraj Patil told
reporters it was done to prevent “horse-
trading.”

State governor Buta Singh had made
the recommendation for the dissolution of
the assembly to the Centre, Patil said.
“Since the situation was worsening in the
state, the Union cabinet accepted the rec-
ommendations of the Bihar governor and
recommended dissolution of the assembly
to the President,” he said.

In the elections held to the 243-member
state assembly earlier this year, no party [ s
or alliance had obtained a clear majority.
The state was, therefore, brought under

EC to meet on poll timing

New Delhi: The full election commission will meet ¢ ‘

soon to decide on the timing of polis in Bihar, Ob- ca S l mur er O
serving that the commission has got six months
time to hold elections in the state which is under
President’s rule since March 7, EC sources said fac- ,

tors like weather, festivals, school schedules, train- emocrac aS S u a

ing of poli personne! and movement of security 9

forces and electronic voting machines (EVMs) would

have to be considered. New Delhi: Dubbing the dissolution of Bihar projected as the chief ministerial candidate du-
assembly as a “murder of democracy” and a ing the last elections in Bihar, demanded ap-
President’s rule and the assembly kept un-  “dictatorial step” by the Centre, an angry NDA  pointment of an “apolitical” person as governor
der suspended animation so far. “It isnow on Monday demanded immediate holding of as- to ensure free and fair polls, accusing Buta
for the election commission to hold polls sembly elections in the state and recall of gov-  Singh of acting as a “spokesman of UPA” and
in Bihar,” the home minister said. ernor Buta Singh. Shortly after the Centre’s said “we have lost confidence in him.”

Patil said the Bihar governor, in his re- announcement, NDA lead- ‘ Accusing the Centre of as-
port to the Centre, had said “unconstitu- ers, who met at former: “ cauﬂ to u med saulting democracy when it
tional and illegal steps were being taken prime minister Atal Bihari &Y ' saw the clear possibility of
by political parties to win over MLAs. He Vajpayee’s residence, decid-  New Delhi: Terming the governor's decision  government formation in the
said the Bihar governor had written two ed to postpone their assess-  todissolve the Bihar assembly as a“panicre-  state, Vajpayee said, “We con-
letters to the Centre pointing out that ment of one-year rule of the action,” BJP said it would challenge the “un- demn the dictatorial step.
horsetrading was taking place. In the first UPA government by a day constitutional” decision in courtand fightitit  They have put democracy at
Jetter, the governor had brought the issue and took up the Bihar devel-  out politically in the state. “This is areaction  stake and and want the state
of horsetrading to the notice of the Centre opment. After the meeting, in panic as NDA leader Nitish Kumar was on  to run according to whims and
a few days back but had not suggested dis- Vajpayee told a crowded the verge of gaining majority with 17 Inde- fancies.” He said the UPA de-
solution of the assembly. In the second let- press conference here that pendent mias and 22 from LJP puliing their  ployed similar tactics in Goa
ter (on Sunday), the governor recom- “they(UPA)have murdered  strength behind him,” BJP general secrefary and Jharkhand but due to
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Activists of NDA burn the effigies of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, RJD president Lalu Prasad
and Bihar governor Buta Singh during a demonstration to protest against the dissolution of Bihar
assembly in Patna on Monday

mended dissolution of the assembly asun- democracy and hijacked the  Arun Jaitley said. “popular support” democracy
constitutional, illegal and unacceptable right of the people to have a prevailed in Jharkhand. “Peo-
developments were taking place in the popular government (in Bihar).” Flanked by ple in Bihar wanted a government to be formed
state,” the home minister said. The gover- NDA leaders, including L. K Advani, George at the earliest, which would be by the people and

nor’s report was similar to the informa- Fernandes and Nitish Kumar, Vajpayee said the for the people and work for protecting people’s
tion available with the Centre which was NDA condemned the imposition of President’s  interests”, he said, adding the possibility of a
corroborated by some political leaders rule and the dissolution of the state assembly. government formation was causing “uneasi-
from the state, he said.en JD-Uleader Nitish Kumar, whom the NDA had ness” to Delhi. en
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Focus On The ‘Non-Contentious And The Neutral’, Conflicts To Be Resolved At A Later Date

UPA, Le

A

Our Political Bureau®,
CUNEW DELHI IS MAY
HE UPA and the Left, hav-
ing taken stock of the
working of Manmohan
Singh’s government on Wednes-
day, concentrated on the “non-
contentious and the neutral”,
leaving areas of conflict for an-
other day. The seven hour meet-
ing at the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence —aimed at preparing a re-
port card for the government —
dispersed after repeating that the
alliance built around a shared
view of secularism was intact.

However, that this amity was
vulnerable to economic policy
became evident when the Left
refused to be a signatory to a pre-
anniversary “joint declaration”
and indicated its resolve to high-
light the differences with the
United Progressive  Alliance
(UPA) on economic matters on
May 23.

The statement issued after the
meeting said: “Those present at
the meeting expressed overall sat-
isfaction (on the government’s
performance in six key sectors in-
cluding “infrastructure and eco-
nomic growth’) and resolved to
move forward even more pur-
posely to implement their collec-
tive political, social, social and
economic agenda as embodied in
the CMP”. The Left’s compulsive
habit to strike a policy distant
fromthe government’s saw many
of its leaders speaking in different
voices after the meeting.

While CPM Politburo member
Sitaram Yechury left the venue
telling reporters that a “joint state-
ment” was being issued, his gen-
eral secretary, Prakash Karat, tried
to distance his party from the
statement saying what had been
issued was only a statement of the
Congress-led UPA. The RSP and
Forward Bloc leaders said they
would not “like to call” it a “joint
statement”. The Congress, how-
ever, preferred to call it a joint
statement and said signatures of
the participants were not needed.

While the government man-
agers converted the meeting into
one giving a detailed presentation
of the performance of key minis-
ters, the Left leaders chose to be
attentive listeners, asking for a
couple of clarifications and mak-
ing occasional suggestions. How-
ever, they refrained from entering
into any debate with the govern-
ment over economic policies.

They later justified their
peaceful behaviour at the meet-

ingon the ground that the agen-
da of Wednesday’s meeting was
only for annual stock-taking.
They added that they would
rather wait for the next govern-
ment-Left co-ordination com-
mittee to take up their reserva-
tions on the economic policy
front. In a way, the agenda was
deliberately presented in a busi-
ness-like manner, leaving the
Left with little or no scope for
taking up their pet grouses.

The meeting at 7, Race Course
Road started with the Prime Min-
ister’s presentation on the overall
performance and was followed
with another by Sonia Gandhi.
Both of thern then congratulated
all the UPA and Left leaders for
their successful coexistence for
one year, with a resolve to more
meaningful working relations in
the future t()o

Prlonty Llst

New Deihl .

YPRESBNTING the repart eard-
of his one-year-old govern-
mentbefore the UPA coordina:
‘Hion committee, Prime Minis-
ter ‘Manmohan © Singh -on
Wednesdayxdermﬁed employ-
ment generation, économic
prosperity and elimination of
terrorisin; - inisurgency and

hi Br__Smgh noted: that the
govermnem ‘Hhad launched
ntne major missions dubbed as
‘navratna to accelerate overall
development across the coun-

try, sentior Congressleaderand
UPA . spokesperson. Ambxka-
Sonitold reportershere. L
. Atthe meetingattended by
{Left parties, the Prime Minis-
terreferred to the recently an-

Nirman’ p’ ject: to {}e i:npte~
mente(i at

FINANCIAL ADVISORS GIVEN THREE MONTHS TO REVIEW CORPUS FUNDS

Deficits Ring Alarm Bells,
FM Asks For Cost Cuts

‘G Ganapathy Subramaniam
NEW DELHI 18 MAY

ITH recent reviews of
the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA)

government's first year in office
indicating that fiscal deficit is a
cause for concern, finance minis-
ter P. Chidambaram has urged all
government departments to
prune expenditure.

The targets set for 2005-06 as
well as the long-term aim of
eliminating revenue deficit
should be met, Mr Chidambaram
said at a meeting of financial ad-
visors (FAs) here on Tuesday.
Government sources said a con-
ference of FAsis also scheduled to
discuss strategies for expenditure
control here on May 20.

Cost-cutting is expected to be
in focus, especially in view of the
growing need for additional re-
sources for fund commitments
made in the common minimum
programme (CMP) of the UPA
government. A review of the
government’s performance on
CMP targets is already underway
and the Left is pressing for
greater emphasis on social sector
commitments.

One of the suggestions made
to lower expenditure is to ban
creation of reserve funds and cor-
pus funds which are used to park
budgetary resources. A status re-
port on such funds has been

sought and formal orders have
been issued for winding them up
after a detailed review. Various
departments resort to the cre-
ation of such funds to park their
budgetary resources. These are
kept there simply to earn an in-
terest income rather than being
utilised for specific purposes.

The creation of such funds
adds to the fiscal deficit of the
government since the resources
concerned are shown as spent. In
reality, they are lying in a differ-
ent account and the interest
earned is used by some govern-
ment organisation rather than
accruing to the exchequer.

In 1997-98, for example, a cul-
ture funds was created with a Rs
20-crore corpus. The fundis lying
unutilised while the interest is

being used for various culture-re-
lated projects. Sometimes, the
sources said, such funds are also
brought back to the books of the
department concerned to pro-
vide for some other expenditure.
The Indira Gandhi National Cen-
tre for Arts also hasa corpus fund.

If resources parked in such
funds are brought back to the
public account maintained by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
then the overall borrowing of
the government to meet fiscal
deficit will be reduced. More-
over, the interest on the corpus
amount would also accrue to it.
In several cases, corpus funds are
maintained in bank accounts of
commercial banks and the inter-
est is used by the organisation
concerned.

FAs were given three months
to review corpus funds/reserve
funds and furnish a status report
and the government is now ex-
pediting these reports, the
sources said. Guidelines on such
funds were issued earlier this
year, they added.

Usually, reserve funds are tobe
created only when the govern-
ment has some surplus resources
to spare. Since the government is
grappling with a large fiscal
deficit, these funds are being cre-
ated out of borrowed money. The
government hds a huge borrow-
ing programme to bridge the gap
left by the fiscal deficit.
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The Year That
Was: UPA
Balance Sheet
On Sunday

New Delhi
18 MAY

THE ruling United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) will prepare a bal-
ance sheet of its achievements
during its past one year in office
and release it on Sunday when it
completes its first year in power.

“The UPA-Left Coordination
Committee has divided the review
of its performance in six phases.
After going into each phase, the
UPA will discuss with its con-
stituents and supporting parties
what has been achieved and what
needs to be done before preparing
the balance sheet,” CPI(M) leader
Sitaram Yechury said.

He was talking to reporters
half-way through the meeting of
the UPA-Left Coordination Com-
mittee at the residence of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

Mr Yechury said the meeting
discussed the promises made in
the National Common Mini-
mum Programme (NCMP) and
reviewed how many of them
were fulfilled and what required
tobe done.

Asked if any particular time
frame was set for meeting the tar-
gets, he said every aspect of the
NCMP has certain time frame and
the purpose of the review was 10
find out how much had been
done within that period and how
—PT1




Videos, charges fly
over Lalu assault

BJP: No attack. IB: Attackers from VHP
Gujarat: No VHP, judicial probe on

Shekhar Iyer, Rajnish ﬂarma \
and Rathin Das
New Delhi/Ahmedabad, April 24

THE ALLEGED attack on Lalu Prasad
Yadav in Gujarat has turned into a Cen-
tre-state tussle with the BJP claiming it
has evidence to prove his charges wrong.

The BJP has armed itself with video
clips to counter pressure within the UPA
to act against Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment. The state government too has de-
nied the alleged stoning of Lalu’s car, said
only water pouches were thrown and in-
sisted that no VHP activist was among the
protesters. This contradicts the version of
the Intelligence Bureau, which has re-
ported the presence of 50 VHP activists to
the Union home ministry.

The state government has also ordered a
judicial inquiry, a move that pre-empts the
possibility of a central probe.

Lalu claims VHP activists had stoned
his car at a hospital where train accident
victims were being treated. Today, BJP
general secretary Arun Jaitley released
video clips to prove him wrong.

The videos, Jaitley said, proved that
Lalu entered the hospital accompanied by
people shouting anti-Modi slogans, pro-
voking Modi supporters to raise counter-
slogans and throw some water pouches.
Lalu’s motorcade left with windscreen in-
tact, Jaitlety said, but the railway minis-
ter showed a smashed windscreen on

9. fuw =T

reaching the local airport.

“It is now the Prime Minister’s respon-
sibility to remove a minister who is in-
dulging in total falsehood,” said Jaitley.

Gujarat chief secretary Sudhir
Mankad’s version is almost identical to
the BJP’s. In a report to the home min-
istry, he admitted the car was attacked
but said water pouches, not stones, were
used. “The Vadodara police commission-
er has mentioned that he did not see any-
one throwing stones,” Mankad reported.

As for those involved, Mankad said
they were relatives of those injured and
killed in the accident. But the IB, too, has
submitted a report to the ministry, saying
the 50 attackers were Bajrang Dal and
VHP activists. In fact, the IB said, a major
incident could have occurred if news of
Lalu’s arrival had reached the site earlier.

The ministry is not satisfied with the
state’s version. It has questioned how the
windscreen was smashed if no stones
were thrown, and why the initial FIR
mentioned stone throwing. It has remind-
ed Gujarat that the incident was “a clear
breach of security”.

The state government has appointed
retired judge N.B. Patel at the head of a
panel to probe the allegation. This effec-
tively prevents the Centre from institut-
ing its own probe. The Commission of In-
quiries Act stipulates that more than one
inquiry cannot be instituted to probe the
same incident.

PT!

Other things on his mind
har government: Lalu claims he is
orking on a formula so that an RID-

led government can be instalted once
again in Bihar

Fodder scaum; Lalu in Ranchi (photo
above) for a hearing. Will appear
before a special CBI court on Monday

Rail safety: Minister promises to fit
an anti-collision device in trains

Retirement? Not at ali: Says that
politicians should not retire as they
are not employed. Was reacting to the
RSS chief’s suggestion to Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and L.K. Advani




Kalam bai
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 21: Pre-
sident A.PJ Abdul Kalam
chose the august company
of India’s political who’s
who to utter a “bare” tru-
th: the “dubious” pursuit
of power is taking its toll
on the democratic system.

“The arithmetical compu-
Isions of incremental numb-
ers and the alleged tradabili-
ty of certain legislative seats,
won perhaps through means
allegedly dubious and unde-
mocratic, have many a time
created doubts on our demo-
cratic system in the public
eye,” the President today told
a stunned audience that in-
cluded Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and Opposition
leader L. K. Advani.

Kalam did not refer to the
shenanigans that played them-
selves out in the Jharkhand
and Goa Assemblies recently
but the message was not lost
on the political class.

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed Kalam'’s expression of
anguish by conceding that an
introspection is needed “with-
out pointing fingers”.

“We need to examine whe-
ther we are living up to the st-
andards set by great parliame-
ntarians of the early years of
our Independence. It is for us
to ensure that we set better
standards for the future,”
Singh said when it was h1s
turn to gpeak. -

The Prime Minister said
when people begin to lose faith
in the institution of Parlia-
ment, “this important edifice”
would also come under pres-
sure. “We must not, we must
never let this happen,” Singh
said.

The President had chosen
the occasion for his plain-
speak with-eare — a ceremony
to ho! }mfr outstanding parlia-

mentarians. Singh was one of
the recipients of the award, so
was Advani.:

What would normally have
been a staid sarkari function
was transformed into a high-
voltage event the moment Kal-
am began delivering his spe-
ech in the central hall of Par-
liament. “I am sure I have your
permission to speak some
bare truths which we all know
are a fact but would refuse to
acknowledge,” Kalam said.

All the formal speeches of

res bitter truth

/ ‘\/W \L et
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Manmaohan Singh in Parliament as Speaker Semnath Chatterjee looks on. (Reuters)

the President are approved by
the Union cabinet, but today’s
was written by Kalam himself.

Perhaps keeping in mind
the current debate about sepa-
ration of powers of different
organs of the republic, the

President established his cre*

dentials by saying: “I have no
hesitation in talking to you
about them (the bare truths)
because I am part of you;Iam
as much part of Parliament as
you all are, and I am as much
concerned about the success

((/’\/)’h/r’_\

OUTSPOKEN AND OUTSTANDING
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of our parliamentary system
asyouall are.”

Kalam, who was forced to
summon the Jharkhand gov-
ernor after the power play
there, said: “When palitics de-
grades itself to political ad-
venturism, the nation would
be on the calamitous road to
inevitable disaster and ruina-
tion. Let us not risk it.”

He also reminded mem-
bers of legislatures, often seen
disrupting proceedings and
engaging in indecorous behav-

The... alleged
tradability of
certain legislative
seats, won perhaps
through means
allegedly dubious
and undemocratic,
have many a time
created doubts on
our democratic
system in the
public eye
A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam

We need to
examine whether
we are living up to

the standards

set by great
parliamentarians
of the early years
of our Independence.
It is for us to ensure
that we set better
standards for the

future

Manmohan Singh

iour, that “in every action of
Parliament members, our 540
million youths who are below
25 years of age shquld see in
you great leaders who can be
their role models”.

He also indirectly referred
to the vitiated political atmos--
phere. “We seem to have been
working with policies and pro-
cedures which are at times ba-
sed on mistrust. As a result,
motivation and empowerment
are dampened and suppres-
sed,” Kalam said.




President warns poliﬁ;:ians

I ... Tradeability of legislative seats...have cast doubts on democratic system’

Anil Sharma

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 21
RESIDENT A.PJ. Abdul
Kalam today delivered a grim
warning on the “dubious and
undemocratic” goings-on in
politics, ironically, as he gave away awards
to outstanding parliamentarians. Without
referring to Jharkhand, Kalam said poli-
tics should not degrade to “political ad-
venturism”.

Addressing, MPs at Central Hall,
Kalam said it was high time for introspec-
tion. “The arithmetical compulsions of in-
cremental numbers and the alleged trade-
ability of certain legislative seats, won
perhaps through means allegedly dubious
and undemocratic, have many a time cre-
ated doubts on our democratic system in
the publiceye,” he said.

The awards went to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Union Minister Arjun
Singh, Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha LK. Advani and Leader of Oppo-
sitionin Rajya Sabha Jaswant Singh.

The context of the President’s remarks
was clear though he did not expressly re-
fer to any. “When politics degrades itself
to political adventurism, the nation would
be on the calamitous road to inevitable
disaster and ruination. Let us not risk it,”
Kalam said.

Observing that people are yearning for

change and expect parliamentarians tode-
liver the goods through appropriate poli-
cies, laws and by facilitating societal transi-
tion, the President said: “We seem to have
beenworking with policies and procedures
which are, at times, based on mistrust.”
Urging members to distinguish be-
tween “political politics” and “develop-
mental politics”, he said the former was
needed at the time of the Freedom Strug-
gle. “What is needed for India is a mission
to make it free from poverty, illiteracy and

Accepting the award, PM Manmohan Singh also underlined the need to look

back on the standards set by veteran parliamentarians. Anil Sharma

unemployment and this situation necessi-

tates developmental politics,” he said.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

echoed Kalam’s concern, recounting the

days when he attended Parliament as a

Qutstanding MP
awards given to

Manmohan, Arjun,
Advani and Jaswant

bureaucrat and heard brilliant speakers
and the-best of debates. Accepting the
award, he regretted the decline in stan-
dards in Parliament and called for intro-
spection before people lost faith in the in-
stitution. “Without pointing fingers, we

need to examine whether we are living up
to the standards set by great parliamentar-
ians of early years of our Independence. It
is for us to ensure that we set better stan-
dards for future,” he said.

Even Vice-President Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat lamented that public interest
in parliamentary debates had gone down.

Accepting the award for 1999, Advani
said Parliament should be used for raising
important issues. He said “experiences of
veteran parliamentarians should be utilised
by all others for the benefit of the system”.
He wondered, though, if the awardees had
been chosen due to their age. Jaswant
Singh said parliamentarians should codify
their obligations. “In parliamentary
democracy, there is governance through
discussion. Discussion must end at some
stage so that governance starts,” he said.

INDIAN ExpRess

22 MAR 2005




By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, MARCH 13. The BJP
president, LK. Advani, said
here today that mistakes have
been rectified in Jharkhand and
there is no need to rake up old
issues, particularly those con-
cerning the high office of the
Governor.

Mr. Advani told presspersons
at the Bajpe airport near here
that mistakes had been com-
mitted, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, by the Governor but they
have been set right by asking
the NDA to form the Govern-
ment. The office of the Gover-
nor of that State should be left

alone, he said.

Mr. Advani was here to at-
tend the concluding session of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s Akhil Bharat Pratinidhi
Sabha, the highest policy-mak-
ing body of the outfit.

Asked whether he felt the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, had become “‘visible” by
asking Shibu Soren to resign as
Chief Minister, Mr. Advani said,
“I am beginning to know the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and I saw glimpses of
him...” (During the debate on
the motion of thanks to the
President’s address in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, Mr. Advani

+9-1
had described. Dr. Smgh as
“invisible” Prime Minisier as
the “authority of the office was
not being felt.””) He said Dr.
Singh surprised the BJP by
making that move, but has-
tened to add that “...he had no
other choice either, and it was a
face-saving and crisis-manage-
ment exercise for the Congress
party.”
“Jungle raj” ended

UNI reports:

Mr. Advani said the BJP-Ja-
nata Dal (United) combine had
succeeded in bringing down

the Rashtriya Janata Dal’s “jun-
gle raj” in Bihar. They had

;ﬂb

~“Advani sees “§Ilm éS” 0 Manm;)han
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achievgd a major target of end-
ing 15 years o1 “misrule” by the
RID headed by the Railway
Minister, Lalu Prasad, and his
wife, Rabri Devi. “It is a matter
of happiness and satisfaction.”

“Now the Governor’s rule is |
in force. We will see how the '
situation develops and consult

our leaders in Bihar and when
the situation requires, NDA
partners will meet and plan

{the] future course of action,” !

he added.

Mr. Advani also called for an
end to the controversy between
the Judiciary and the Legisla-
ture over the Jharkhand devel-
opments.

THE HLU
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‘Congress pushing country
towards another “'émergency’

t\“ By Sushanta Talukdar
GUWAHATI, MARCH 11. Senior
Bharatiya Janata Party leader,
Venkaijah Naidu, today alleged
that the Congress was pushing
the country towards another
emergency as evident from the
developments in Jharkhand,
Goa, Bihar and Assam.

Mr. Naidu said this after the
police burst teargas shells to
disperse thousands of BJP
workers in front of the janata
Bhavan, the seat of power in
the State. Police also detained
thousands of activists and sup-
porters of the Opposition in
different parts of the State to
foil a “Dispur gherao” pro-
gramme. Several BJP workers
were injured when police used
force to disperse the demon-
strators at several locations
near the capital complex and
other parts of the city.

Although Mr. Naidu was
stopped from leading a proc-
ession from the State BJP head-

quarters towards the Janata
Bhavan at Dispur, thousands of
BJP workers led by senior State
leaders — Rajen Gohain, V. Sat-
ish, Indramoni Bora, Narayan
Borkotoki and Bijoya Chakra-
borty — broke police barri-
cades at several places in the
city and held a siege around the
capital complex for two hours.
The State unit of the BJP
called the “Dispur gherao” to
demand the dismissal of the
Tarun Gogoi-led Government
for its “failure on all fronts.”
Addressing party workers,
Mr. Naidu said the entire Gu-
wahati city had been virtually
turned into a “jail” by the Gov-
ernment. Thousands of BJP
workers were illegally detained
by police to prevent them from
a peaceful demonstration. He
said the State Government had
no right to continue in power
as it had “failed on all fronts.”
Mr. Naidu also alleged that
the Congress had “links” with
the banned United Liberation

Front of Asom (ULFA).

While the police tried to
whisk away Mr. Naidu and oth-
er BJP leaders after preventing
the demonstrators from pro-
ceeding towards Dispur, party
workers squatted on' the road '
to prevent the vehicle in which
Mr. Naidu was to be taken
away.

The national president of the
Bharatiya janata Yuva Morcha,
Dharmendra Pradhan, then an-
nounced that although Mr.
Naidu had been "arrested,” the
workers would march towards
Dispur under the leadership of
Mr. Rajen Gohain.

The Kamrup Deputy Com-
missioner, Sameer Sinha, how
ever, denied that Mr. Naidi
had been arrested. He was onl
escorted by police to ensure hi
safety. Later, a BJP delegatio:
led by Mr. Naidu called on th
Governor, Lt Gen. (retd.) Aje
Singh, and submitted a 14
point “chargesheet” against the
Gogoi Government.

THE HINDU
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hand account of developments in Ranchi on \
{ Wednesday leading to the swearing-in of Shibu

five independent MLAs had met the governor

¢ Kalam for discussions, amove that has triggered
i speculation on various possibilities in the state.

Pre3|dent Kalam summons
", Jharkhand governor /"

New Delhl. As his decision to instail a JMM-led ; 7 i
government snowballed into a major controver-
sy, Jharkhand governor Syed Sibtey Razi was on
Thursday summoned by President A P J Abdul §

The President has called Razi to get a first- ;

Soren as chief minister of the state, hours after

i and expressed their support to formation of a BJP-led
i government. With the Congress seeking to distance itself
; fromthe governor’s decision, Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh held discussions with Congress president Sonia

Gandhi and senior ministerial colleagues, including
home minister Shivraj Patil, on the political situation

arising out of Jharkhand developments.

A high-level BJP delegation met the President on
Wednesday and complained to him about Razi’s action,
claiming the party had provided proof of support of 41

MLAs in a house of 81. They demanded his re-

call. Kalam will meet all the MLAs supporting
the NDA before he discusses the situation with
Razi. The NDA was to produce all its MLAs be-
fore the President on Thursday evening. “The
41 MLAs along with leader of opposition L K
Advani and NDA convener George Fernandes
will be meeting the President this evening,”
former BJP president M Venkaiah Naidu said
earlier on Thursday.

Observers said Kalam’s decision to summon a
governor in such circumstances was a rare action that
brought back memories about the controversial role of
governors, particularly Romesh Bhandari in UP in 1998
and Ram Lal in Andhra Pradesh in 1984.

The PM has discussed the Jharkhand issue with At-
torney General Milon K Banerjee. With discussions at
the highest levels in government and the party, there
was speculation that Shibu Soren could be asked to
prove his majority in the assembly in three or four days,
instead of the 20 days provided by the governor. agencies
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~ Soniaaccuses BJP ;-

of divisive politics'

~ Udhawa (Jharkhand)

19 FEBRUARY

( :ONGRESS president Sonia
Gandhi on Saturday ac-
cused the BJP of pursuing

divisive politics for selfish reasons

while keeping the seriousissues on
the backburner. “The previous

NDA regime failed to provide

equal rights to the people asits pol-

itics has been centred around at-
taining the seat of power,” she said
while addressing an election meet-
ing here. Urging to vote for party
candidate Thomas Hansda from

Rajmahal constituency, under

which the Udhawa block falls, the

UPA chairperson accused the BJP

and its allies of conspiring to divide

the society on communal grounds.

“But the people of the country
skuttled their attempts by voting
them outof powerin the Lok Sab-
ha while giving the UPA a chance
wwork for them,” she said and al-
leged the BJP-led NDA in Jhark-
hand had also followed the same
sort of politics. “The UPA will take

all sections of the saciety while im-

A

%3 e 4
Tawk Time: Congress president
Sonia Gandhi addressing an
election rally at Gandhi Maidan in
Patna on Saturday. — P

plementing development
schemes,” she said and stated the
food-for-work programme to be
implemented in 150 poor districts
was waiting Parliament clearance.

Ms Gandhi said the people of
Jharkhand thought they would
getin a new life after the creation
of the new state. But, she added
the NDA government “failed” to
live upto their expecations. “If the
UPA voted 1o power, progressive

/

programmes will be taken up
with concrete efforts,” she said.

Accusing the BIP of failing to
follow raj dharma, Ms Gandhi al-
leged the saffron party and its allies
had been engaged in self-service
while ignoring the people’s needs.
Recounting the days of Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, the
Congress president said both the
former Prime Ministers had a spe«
cial place and genuine concern for
the poor, adivasis, women and the
down trodden. “This was the rea-
son why Rajiv Gandhi renewed
the panchayat movement so that
these sections are empowered.
But the NDA government in
Jharkhand has failed to hold pan-
chayat polls, depriving them of
their rights,” she alleged.

Claiming that the condition of
the people of Jharkhand re-
mained unchanged even after
the state’s creation four years
ago, Ms Gandhi asked the elec-
torate to vote for the Congress
and its allies to power so that
concrete efforts could be taken
to uplift the state. —PT1
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AICC gives
cold shoulder
to Paswan call

YA

Y VEN as a large number of Bihar Congress
workers are feeling let down by the high
p command’s “neither-there-nor-here” elec-
toral strategy, the AICC once again signalled its lack
of interest in Ram Vilas Paswan'’s repeated call for
an alliance or seat adjustment with the party to take
on the RID. For the last one week, Mr Paswan has
been unilaterally announcing a Congress-LJP tie-
upin Bihar even as the AICC failed to respond with
amatching response. Mr Paswan on Tuesday mod-
ified his “love message” by calling for a limited seat
adjustment with the Congress. But the AICC chose
to look the other way. Even while the Congress
leadership indicated on Tuesday
the possibility of the LIP leader
meeting some central leaders on Wednesday as part
of a last-ditch effort, the signal from 24 Akbar Road
is that the party will not go out of the way to join
hands with the LJP.

“The maximum we could do is not to field any
candidates against the sitting MLAs of the LJP. This
isin line with our plan not to contest the sitting seats
of the UPA partners like the RJD and the Left in Bi-
har,” said a senior party leader. The Congress high
command seems over-cautious to keep equal dis-
tance from both the warring UPA partners, RJD and
LIJP, as it fears taking Mr Paswan’s side could antag-
onise Mr Yadav, whose 24 MPs in the Lok Sabhaare
too important a faclor Even as AICC's sympathies
lie with Mr Paswan, it clearly lacks the political will
to come out and openly support him against the
RJD. Many Bihar Congress leaders and workers are
seen in the party headquarters telling one and all
how this “fence-sitting” strategy will only harm the
interests of the state Congress.
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JD(U) wants
ban on use of
.+Godhrareport

r Political Bureau

“NEW DELH! 18 JANUARY -\'

jarat in December, 2002, the then Chief Elec-

tion Commissioner, J.M. Lyngdoh had put a
blanket ban on the use of visuals of the Godhra
train carnage on the ground that it could foment
communal tension and polarise the voters along
communal lines. Citing this as a precedence, the
JD(U) now wants the EC to ensure a level-playing
field for the main political players in Bihar by pro-
hibiting the use of the UC Banerjee committee’s in-
terim report on the Sabarmati Express tragedy in
the coming Assembly polls in the state.

A day after the Justice (retd.) Banerjee took
everyone by surprise by present-
ing the interim report, senior
JD(U) leader and former railway minister Nitish
Kumar wrote a letter to Chief Election Commis-
sioner T. S. Krishnamurthy, seeking his interven-
tion in the interests of “free and impartial polls” in
the state. He dubbed the report as being “politically-
motivated,” aimed at “giving advantage to railway
minister Lalu Prasad Yadav,” who is engaged in a
tough battle to retain his hold over the state in the
Assembly polls.

“It appears that the Banerjee committee report
hasbeen stage-managed at the instance of the pres-
ent railway minister. Therefore, in the interest of
fair and impartial elections, use of the interim re-
port in any form by any political party or candidate
ought to be prohibited,” the JD(U) leader said in the
letter faxed to the Chief Election Commissioner
from Patna on Tuesday. In support of his demand,
MrKumaris now planning to meet the CEC during
his scheduled visit to Patna on Wednesday to over-

IN the run-up to the Assembly polls held i

i see the preparations for the three-stage polls, ]
g’

(he Eco
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