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Mamata tr;gs to get

Advam

*/p [

an1,
Pranab on same platform

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, December 14

MAMATA BANERJEE is a great
believer in reconciling irrecon-
cilables when it comes to fighting
the CPI(M). She has invited L.K.
Advani and Pranab Mukherjee to
share the same dais at the Tri-
namool Youth Congress meeting
in Kolkata on December 18.

Having already invited Advani,
she sent a letter to Mukherjee on
Wednesday. Advani has confirmed
his attendance, but the Congress
will have to cover a long road of
‘ifs’ and ‘buts’ in a short while if it
has to agree. It’s to Mamata’s cred-
it, all the same, that Pranab hasn’t
said an outright ‘no’.

“I have received the letter but
haven’t read it yet. Let me go thro-
ugh it first,” he said when asked if
he would attend the meeting. Lest
a summary rejection should nip
all alliance hopes in the bud, he
said the Congress usually avoided
attending other parties” pro-
grammes but quickly added that
he would talk to Mamata on her
proposal to form a broad-based
front comprising the Trinamool,
the BJP and the Congress to fight
the CPI(M) in the next polls.

“Since she has invited us for
talks, we will have to have a dia-
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invitation to Advani —

The guest

logue with her.” He would soon
talk to Sonia Gandhi on Mama-
ta’s offer, Pranab said.

But acting state Congress pres-
ident Pradip Bhattacharya said,
“We have not moved an inch from
our stand of having nothing to do
with any party that has a political
alliance with the BJP.”

As for Pranab attending the
meeting, Congress leaders said it
was unlikely as the high command
wouldn’t give its nod, though the
party would talk to Mamata about
fighting the CPI(M) together.

Trinamool insiders said Mama-
ta’s hasty decision to invite
Pranab was meant to nullify a
growing impression in the Con-
gress — especially after Mamata’s
that she
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The host

The unknown factor

was no longer interested in joining
hands with the Congress. After
calling for a grand alliance against
the CPI(M), she could not afford to
seem disinterested in any poten-
tial partner. This would also throw
the ball in the Congress’ court to
prove its anti-CPI(M) credentials.

Maybe, Mamata knows in her
heart of hearts that she isn’t go-
ing to have her grand alliance.
But it’s still a win-win situation
for her. She will still keep her own
anti-CPI(M) credentials intact.

And in Bengal, where the BJP
is only a nominal presence, it's
the Congress that will be pillo-
ried by anti-Left voters for spurn-
ing Mamata’s offer and squander-
ing a chance of ousting the
CPI(M).
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amata sounds bugle for Salim showdown

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Oct. 17: Mamata
Banerjee today threatened a
“bandh-like” situation across
the state on Thursday when
Salim Group boss Benny San-
toso arrives in the city and her
party workers stall roads in
protest.

“J am against calling a ban-
dh immediately after the Puja,
but I should not be blamed if a
bandh-like situation prevails
across Bengal on Thursday. I
appeal to parents not to send
their children to schools that
day as they might find it Qiffi-
cuit to return home,” the Trin-

~amul Congres chief said.

She also apoldgised to peo-
ple in advance and asked them
to “bear with us”.

Trinamul supporters will
block “all important roads”
between 12 noon and 3 pm on
October 20 to protest against
Santoso’s visit.

Santoso is scheduled to fin-
alise plots for Salim projects in
the two 24-Parganas and How-
rah during his trip.

“We cannot simply allow
the CPM to take away agricul-
tural land from poor farmers
to satisfy a group of business-
men from Indonesia,” Mama-
ta thundered at a news confer-
ence this afternoon.

“If police apply force to

stop our demonstration, they
will be responsible in the eve-
nt of untoward incidents.”
“  The chief minister had
earlier said that the govern-
ment would not touch multi-
crop land and would compen-
sate farmers adequately even
if their mono-crop or fallow
plots were taken over.

State CPM secretary Anil

Biswas today reiterated that
the administration would rein
in Trinamul supporters stand-
ing in Santoso’s way.

Raj Kanojia, the inspector-
general, law and order, said:
“The police would do everythi-
ng to ensure safe movement of
the Salim team during its stay
in the city. We have already
worked out the security meas-
ures in consultation with the
agencies concerned.”

Mamata said she would
be present through the three-
hour agitation to see to it that
“Buddhadebbabu’s friends do
not enter the city”.

All “like-minded parties”
have been invited to Mamata’s
show of strength. “1 also appe-
al to the CPM partners to be
part of our protests,” she said.

Farmers, she added, will
stage a sit-in at Salop in How-
rah and Bhangar in South 24-
Parganas, where the Salim re-
presentatives are expected to
g0 on recce missions, from We-
dnesday night.

The Trinamul leader rese-
nted Calcufta police’s restric-
tions on airport entry and exit
for three days from Wednes-
day in connection with Santo-
s0’s visit. “I am surprised to
know that Calcufta police will
take control of the entire air-
port and close all entrances ba-
rring the main gate for three
days only to facilitate the safe
arrival of the Salim represen-
tatives. How can airport gates
be closed for them? Are they
VVIPs?” she asked.

The Congress, too, has
planned demonstrations at the
airport and across the city on
Thursday. “We won’t join Tri-
namul, but our youths will be
on roads,” said working presi-
dent Pradip Bhattacharya.

No capitalists,

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 17: The state CPM bra-
ss today further boosted Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s drive to industrialise
Bengal by reaffirming the importan-
ce of private capital in development.

State CPM secretary Anil Biswas
told a gathering of party supporters
here that development with the help
of private capital needed to be looked
at in the context of the times and out-
side any ideological straitjacket.

The leadership’s emphasis on pri-
vate capital for development came
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| should not be blamed if a
bandh-like situation prevails
| across Bengal on Thursday.

| appeal to parents not to send
their children to schooils...
they might find it difficult to
return home.

We want development at
| any cost.... Itis impossible
to develop Bengal without *
support from capitalists
and we have to accept
their conditions.

when a section of the party is finding
it hard to eschew the old ideological
approach and let the government les-
sen its role in development projects.

“In the changing times, the gover-
nment would have to accept private
capital,” Biswas said. “We want deve-
lopment at any cost.... It is impossible
to develop Bengal without support
from capitalists and we have to accept
their conditions.”

The conditions, the CPM politbu-
ro member added, will have to be exa-
mined carefully. “We will not surren-
der to the capitalists.”

o

Biswas admitted that when the
Left Front came to power it did not
“realise that we will stay on” for such
a long time. “Now that we have heen
in power for 27 years, we have to thi-
1k of long-term development.”

Addressing a programme to mark
the 85th foundation day of the Com-
munist Party in India, Biswas said:
“We had decided to take part in the
government to offer relief to the peo-
ple on temporary basis — by setting
up schools and hospitals. But now we
have to think about developing the
state and initiate long-term measures

AN

no development: Anil

to set upindustries. If we fail toset up
industries, the existence of the work-
ing class will be at a stake.”

When the new industrial policy
was drawn up in 1994, Biswas said it
was decided that the government will
have to woo investors to the state.
“Our government’s financial capabil-
ity was limited.”

In an echo of the chief minister’s
appeals to his party and partners,
Biswas said: “We should not oppose
new industries. We have to work to
bring more of them to the state to off-
er employment to our people.”




'SP charges
s\ Sonia with
« phone-tap

HT Correspondents )1 ' &3
Lucknow/New Delhi, December 30

UTTAR PRADESH CM Mulayam
Singh on Friday took his crusade
against the Congress right into 10
Janpath, charging the Centre of tap-
ping Samajwadi general secretary
Amar Singh’s Delhi phone at Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi’s behest.

While the Congress said the allega-
tions were baseless and prompted by
Mulayam’s worries over losing sup-
port on home turf, the home ministry
issued a spirited denial after conduct-
ing an “immediate in-house probe”. It
alsoregistered a case of criminal con-
spiracy and forgery against “un-
known persons”, who had provided
the purported documentary basis for
Mulayam’s allegations.

Earlier in the day, Mulayam said
principal secretary (home), Delhi, R.
Narayan Swami had issued two or-
ders on October 22 and November 9
to Ranjit Narayan, joint commission-
er (crime), north zone, for tapping
(011-39565414), a Reliance number, at
Amar Singh’s home.

The UP CM has taken up the mat-
ter with the PM, the home minister,
the defence minister, the Delhi chief
minister and the Delhi police com-
missioner. He said the PM had prom-
ised to look into the matter while
Shivraj Patil had said the letter au-
thorising the tapping was forged.

Later, L.C. Goyal, joint secretary
(internal security) asserted that no
phone was being tapped at the in-
struction of the Delhi Police or the
home ministry.
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Raj Thackeray meet§

Shiv Sena supremo ;

There is no change in decisionto reSan from party posts wo- !

Special Correspondent \(6 \

MUMBAI: Raj Thackeray, who quit
his party posts on November 27,
met his uncle, Shiv Sena leader

Bal Thackeray, on Thursday af- ¥

ter arapprochement bid effected
by former Lok Sabha speaker
Manohar Joshi.

However, Raj did not elabo-
rate on what was discussed with
Mr. Thackeray. Later, talking to
the media, he said that he had
not changed his stance on his
decision to quit the party posts.
In response to a question, he
said that he was asked to visit his
uncle only yesterday and he ac-
cepted the invitation.

During the past few days, Mr.
Manohar Joshi and some other
Sena leaders were making ef-
forts to bring about a peaceful
solution to the crisis in the party.
A meeting of Sena leaders was
also held at Matoshree on Mon-
day to discuss the issue. After
that meeting, Mr. Joshi had said
that some solution could be ex-
pected in a couple of days.

However, no compromise
seemed to be in sight. Raj Thack-
eray made it quite clear that he
was not backing off from his crit-

Raj Thackeray

icism of the working of the party
and the functioning of its exec-
utive president, Mr. Uddhav
Thackeray.

Since his resignation from the
party, several Sena leaders have
been trying to make peace be-
tween Raj and Uddhav. Howev-
er, repeated attempts to contact
Raj by varjous leaders failed to
elicit any favourable response
from him. Even Uddhav Thacke-
ray had repeatedly said that the
doors were open to Raj and he
still considered him his brother.
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_ Bal Thackeray

Raj is expected to launch a
new party and is believed to be
rallying support from various
quarters.

Unconfirmed reports said he
was expected to launch his new
party on Sunday. Raj is expected
to garner support from the stu-
dent and youth wing of the Sena,
the Bharatiya Vidyarthi Sena, of
which he was president till re-
cently.

He has alse claimed the sup-
port of some Sena MLAs and
MPs.
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EXPRESS

AY back in the 1980s,

when Raj Thackeray

began perfecting his
uncle’s walk and talk, the first
to appreciate the flattery was
Shiv Sena supremo Bal Thack-
eray himself. It was widely felt
that the aging patriarch, re-
signed to his own son Ud-
dhav’s lack of interest in poli-
tics, was seeing in his nephew
the future of the Sena.

Not even Thackeray Sr, it
seems, realised that the youth
was so casting himself in his
uncle’s mould—blunt, aggres-
sive, defiant and ambitious—
that he would, one day, rise in
rebellion against his own.

That day was nowhere on
the horizon in 1989 when
Thackeray Sr designated Raj
the chief of the Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Sena, the students’
wing of the party. Other lead-
ers had been with the party
since its inception in 1966
and needed fresh blood to
fight the street battles. The
party had captured the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration in 1985 and was
looking to spread its wings;
leaders like Chhagan Bhujbal
and Narayan Rane were be-
ing deputed to spread the ‘S’

Attac

word in rural Maharashtra.
Raj and his team were

happy to supply muscle power

wherever tequired. And he also

took it upan himself to tap
emotive “youth” issues, like
unemployment and parochial-
ism. Besides floating the Shiv

Udyog Sena, an employment
exchange, Raj developed a
penchant for hitting the streets
in protest against “out-
siders”—migrants from other
states—who were allegedly
pocketing all the jobs.

Lhange ot Piich
LL that changed in 1995,
when the party captured

the legislative assembly with

BJP support. The aggressive

rabble-rousers, who had

steered the party so far, sud-
denly found themselves
eclipsed by leaders focusing on
economic well-being as more
and more of them floated busi-
nesses, especially as contrac-
tors and real estate developers.

The turning point came in
2001, when Uddhav—a soft-
spoken wildlife photogra-
pher—began showing an inter-
est in politics. Thackeray Sr
responded by crowning him ex-
ecutive president of the party,
even though Raj—eight years
younger than his cousin—was a
decade older in politi¢s.

It wasn't long before the
fundamental differences be-
tween the cousins began to
manifest themselves. Ud-
dhav’s ‘soft’ approach began
annoying the cadres who had
developed a taste for strong-
arm tactics and the Marathi
manoos card. His ‘Mee Mum-
baikar’ (I Mumbaiite) cam-
paign, launched in 2003 to
free the party of the shackles

Photographs by PRASHANT NADKAR
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If Raj is the cub flashing
its claws, guardian angel
Bal Thackeray can only
blame himself, reports
Rakshit Sonawane

-

R s Tormed. Bai
Thackeray is 40, Uddhav 6, Raj
not born. Congress encourages
Sena to counter the growing
CPlinfluence among textile
workers

First political break-
through: Sena wins 42 seats
with Prajatantra Socialist Party
in Bombay Municipal
Corporation

.45+ Firststreet-battle over
Maharashtra-Karnataka border
dispute, with Kannadiga-
owned hotels targeted.
‘Marathi Manoos’ card helps
consolidate position among
Maharashtrians

a4 Sena-CPl clashes climax
in murder of CP} MLA Krishna
Desai. Sena star on the rise

Family fold:
Bal Thackeray
and Uddhpy -

ameng textile workers and in
state politics

Captures BMC, fans out
across state with leaders Chha-
gan Bhujbal, Anand Dighe,
Narayan Rane and Chan-
drakant Khaire. As Mayor of
Bombay, Bhujbal renames city
as Mumbai

357 Raj Thackeray, 21,
makes debut, organising rally
of unemployed youths

9 Rajmade chief of
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Sena. Sena
joins Hindutva bandwagon
with BJP ally since 1984

49492 First major rebellion,
when Bhujbal quits with
18 MLAs

4993 Active participation in
post-bomb blast riots

spd34 Under Uddhay, Sena

20¥3%: Rane quits party post,

Sena-BJP wrest power in
state. Manohar Joshi CM

Narayan Rane succeeds
Joshi. Combine loses to
Congress-NCP

¢.+<¢4 Uddhav made Sena
executive president on Raj's
proposal

Uddhav's Mee

Mumbaikar drive. Raj launches

campaign against migrant

job-seekers

Ly

Joses assembly polls

\

sacked. Joins Congress,
becomes revenue ministef,
defeats Sena in Malvan by-poll.
Afew days later, Raj quits

party posts

of the Marathi Manoos as also
Hindutva—picked up when
the party tied up with the BJP
in 1989—only accentuated
the distance.

Contrast this with Raj and

his supporters who, in 1991,

dug up the pitch at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai
to prevent a cricket match be-
tween India and Pakistan in
protest against terrorism in
Kashmir, and began inflaming
passions among local youth on

the employment issue. Shiv
Sainiks went on the rampage,
beating up migrant job-seek-
ers. Sainiks elsewhere in the
state took the cue, creating law
and order problems in cities
like Nashik.

Decisive Moment

HE move was at odds with

the national profile the Sena
was simultaneously seeking for
itself. In states like Uttar
Pradesh—home to the Mumbai
migrants Raj and his men were
targeting—local Shiv Sainiks

cried foul and, finally, it was at
Thackeray’s intervention that
the party abandoned its aggres-

sive stance against ‘migrants’.

In the process, however, Raj
felt sidelined. The cold war be-
tween the cousins intensified
further on the eve of the as-

sembly polls in 2004, when
Raj’s nominees were rejected

by Uddhav.
Even as Raj found an ally
in Ruse, the hond with his un-

cle continued to be strong.
Raj, a cartoonist like his un-
cle, paid the latter an unusual
tribute by bringing out a
photo-hagiography six
months ago at a grand func-
tion at the Gateway of India.
That the warmth was—is?—
reciprocated was evident during
the July deluge. When the flood
waters entered Matoshri, the
home shared by Thackeray Sr
and Uddhav, it was to Raj’s
house that the Sena supremo

hree Thackerays shared a roof
for a whole week until things re-
turned to normal.

Crossing the Line

OR Thackeray Sr, it seemed,

Raj was always an over-en-
thusiastic kid, who, at times,
went out of control and had to
be consoled and even warned.

The last occasion when
Thackeray Sr publicly scolded
Raj was on the eve of the Mal-
van assembly by-election on No-

of the Clone

vember 19. The election itself
had been necessitated by Rane’s
recent resignation — he quit the
Sena in July this year accusing
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as chief of the BVS). Subsequent
peace offerings by Thackeray Sr
emissaries proved futile.

Uddhav and his coterie of ruin-
ing the party.

Raj had been sulking after
having to cut short his Konkan
visit following tension in the
area and, on his return to Mum-
bai, had accused Uddhav of
sending Sainiks from Mumbai
deliberately, despite his clear in-
structions to the contrary.

Tempers ran high when San-
jay Raut, the executive editor of
Sena’s mouthpiece Saamna and

a staunch Uddhav supporter,
accused Raj of being a coward
and not fighting it out in
Konkan and risking arrest like a
“real” Sena leader.

The election rally at Malvan
on November 17 was crucial.
Bal Thackeray, age 79, an-
nounced he was retiring from
active politics and would func-
tion only as an advisor, with
Uddhav at the helm of the
Sena. The announcement also
sealed Raj’s fate, but Thack-
eray Sr, used to having his di-
rectives obeyed unquestion-
ingly, could not have predicted
the outcome.

On November 25, Raj
dashed off a stinker to his un-
cle, blaming Uddhav and his
coterie for running the party
like petty clerks and sidelining
him and his supporters. Thack-
eray Sr responded by summon-
ing him, assuming his nephew
was in another one of his peri-
odic sulks. But Raj, it seemed,
had made up his mind.

On his return from Nashik,
for which he had left soon after
despatching the letter, Raj did
not visit his uncle, but an-
nounced that he was quitting
party posts (as Sena leader and

Blood Bonds

ESPITE the rift, the emo-

tional bonds between uncle
and nephew probably persist.
“The main reason Raj has left
Mumbai for Pune is because he
can't face his uncle,” says a Raj
supporter. “He knew that if he
had had to have met his uncle
before quitting the party posts,
he would not have been able to
carry out his resolution. He wor-

ships his uncle.”

Even in his resignation an-
nouncement, Raj compared his
uncle to Vaishnavite deity Vithal,
saying that he had no differ-
ences with his Vithal, but with
the badavas (priests at the Vithal
shrine in Pandharpur, southern
Maharashtra) around him.

Thackeray Sr’s only reponse
to Raj's rebellion came in an
emotional editorial in Saamna,
in which he said, “The tears of a
fish are not visible in water—no-
body cares.”

He also made it clear that the
Sena was not the private prop-
erty of the Thackeray family (in
which Raj was attempting to
claim his share).

For Thackeray Sr, who once
only had to lift a finger to bring
Mumbai—and at times Maha-
rashtra—to a standstill, Raj's re-
volt has come as an apocalypse:
The defiant nephew, who mod-
elled himself on his uncle and
subsumed the basics of the
party, has refused to obey him.
Caught in a time warp, the
nephew has only manifested
the qualities and philosophies
of his uncle.

Thackeray Sr may not agree,
but he cannot but understand.

Thackeray vs

KUMAR KETKAR

AJ Thackeray has crossed

the proverbial Rubicon.

He cannot and will not
come back to the Shiv Sena,
which is effectively under control
of his cousin, Uddhav. They are
not only competitors for the
legacy of Balasaheb, but also
sworn enemies of each other.
Politics and power have proved
to be thicker than blood, as it has
often been in history.

The cousins have only two
things in common: The surname
which goes with the legacy of the
Shiv Sena and the academic
background of the J J School of

Art. But Raj has followed the
footsteps of the uncle. He is a car-
toonist and Uddhav is a photogra-
pher. But these are their hobbies.
What has put them at the logger-
heads is the leadership of the or-
ganisation, known for its mind-
less militancy and mayhem.

The SS supremo declared Ud-
dhav his heir apparent a few
years ago and it is since then the
internecine rivalry has come to
surface, creating not just one but
multiple factions in the organisa-
tion. Perhaps Narayan Rane saw
the writing on the wall and chose
to walk out on the Thackerays
before the landmine exploded.

In this case, the landmine is

laid by the nephew, Raj. He has
not only challenged the abilities
of Uddhav to lead the organisa-
tion, but has also condemned the
coterie surrounding the executive

president as “nincompoop clerks”.

Raj is a man of action. He built
the Vidyarthi Sena and organised
a large number of boys and girls
under the banner of Shiv Udyog.

He is a flamboyant and streets-
mart leader who copies Balasa-
heb in toto—in dress as well as
jokes and mimicry.

Uddhav thinks that he is an

), Heurgedthe Sena activists to at-

MD of the organisation and says
that he wants it to run like a com-
pany. But when it comes to elec-
tions or agitations, Uddhav uses
the same language as his father.

tack MSEB board offices and de-
fended the attacks on the elec-
tricity board employees when the
state suffered heavy loadshed-
ding. He has also called for at-
tacks on shops selling Valentine
Day cards. So it is not as if he is
any more peaceloving than his
rabblerousing cousin.

E that as it may. Uddhav has
the official mantle now and
Raj has challenged him. Raj has
not as yet revealed his strategy
but it is clear that his options are
extremely limited. He cannot
join the Congress now because
Narayan Rane has not only up-
staged him but has also won the
by-election by a record margin in
the heartland of Konkan. If Raj
joins the Congress, he will be the
“follower”, not the leader.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

——




"Raj
to

Mumbai: Shiv Sena chief Bal Thacker-
ay has said his belligerent nephew Raj
will definitely meet him and listen to
him, ending the crisis gripping the party.

“Raj will come when I call him. He is
adamant, but he will listen only to me. I
have fed him on my lap,” he told party
legislators here on Tuesday night. The
meeting held at the Thackeray resi-
dence, ‘Matoshree’, concluded with the
Sena chief telling the party legislators
that he would call Raj in a day or two.

Meanwhile, Sena executive president
Uddhav Thackeray said he was hopeful
that the imbroglio following the Raj’s
resignation from party posts criticising
his (Uddhav’s) leadership would be re-
solved. Uddhav told reporters his cousin
could meet Bal Thackeray any time so
that his misgivings could be dispelled.
“If he doesn’t want to talk to me, he can
talk to the Sena chief. There can be a so-
lution to the issue.”

In a bid to effect a patch-up between
the cousins, senior party leader Ramdas
Kadam and a few party MLAs met Raj on
Wednesday. agencies
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me, says

will meet me Ilsten

Thackeray

Uddhav addrésses Sena legislators at
‘Matoshree’ on Wednesday



“Jolt to Thackeray as Raj quits Sena
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TAKING CENTRE
Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Giving another blow to his
uncle Bal Thackeray in the aftermath
of the Malwan poll debacle, Shiv Sena
leader Raj Thackeray on Sunday quit
as party leader and member of the na-
tional working committee. He also re- .
signed as chief of the Sena’s campus
wing—the Bharatiya Vidyarthi Sena
(BVS) which he has been heading for
the past several years.

Sporadic violence erupted in parts of
Dadar, the Sena stronghold, in the wake
of Raj’s exit. Enraged by their leader’s
‘humiliation’, the BVS workers went on
the rampage in the Shivaji Park area af-
ter Raj’s public meeting outside his res-
idence where he announced his decision
i soon after praying at the famed temple,

" of Sai Baba in Shirdi. :

Bal Thackeray summoned key party

leaders to ‘Matoshree’, his Bandra resi-

dence, onunday night for urgent con-
sultations. Speculation was rife that Raj
would be expelled from the party by the
aging party supremo.

Earlier, Raj address:’ a large public
meeting near his Shiv_  Park residence
after faxing his “rdsignation to
‘Matoshree’. He said a band of petty
‘karkoons’ (clerks) was running and ru-
ining the Sena. However; he did not men-
tion his cousin, Sena’s " ecutive presi-
dent Uddhav Thack;i_.f .isy or the
‘karkoons’ by name.  ©°™

“T am being insulted®n the party. I
have been relegated to the sidelines. The
Sena leadership doesn’t have any faith
in me. I think I have noright to continue
in the Sena as its leader,” he said.

Stating that the ‘karkoons’ were out to
finish the Seng, Raj said, “1have quifthe
Jeader’s post as I don’t want to be a par-
ty to their sin (of bringing the Sena to
an end).” .

STAGE: Raj Thackeray after quitting Shiv Sena in Dadar and his wife (rig

N

I Have Resigned As | Don’t Want To Be A Party To Their Sin’

He won prolonged cheers when he as-
serted that he had no plans to join Con-
gress, the NCP or any other party for
that matter. “Sanjay Nirupam himself is
on a slippery wicket in thé Congress,”
he remarked, referring to the state Con-
gress spokesperson’s statement on Fri-
day that Raj was free to join Congress
but only if he was willing to accept So-
nia Gandhi as his leader. '

“The country and Maharashtra needs
Sena. I will do nothing that will go
against the interest of Maharashtra and
Sena,” Raj declared. .

He employed a popular religio-cultur-
al imagery of Maharashtra while reiter-
ating his loyalty to Thackeray “Ihaveno
quarrel with Lord Vitthal. My fight is
with the priests who act like middle-

men.” Afillause. “Balasaheb was ngy de-
ity. H¢ . deity. He will be my deity
forever:” Mife applause. gt

To a large:section ef partymen, lﬁ’s

ht) listening to his public announcement of resignation from the balcony of her house

worked for the party sel

15-minute address was a re-play of vin-
tage Thackeray. The Sena pin-up boy’s
carefully-cultivated image as Bal Thack-
eray clone struck instant rapport with
the crowd which comprise? old-timers
and Gen. Now, Sainiksasw™ |

Hotly denying the charg, " ' political
ambition, he said, “I don’t'wish to be
Sena’s working president. It was I who
had proposed Uddhav’s name as execu-
tive president in the p-ty’s Maha-
baleshwar conclave in 001. I have
< “isly with no
expectatjon of political v« wards. 1 did
my job of strengthening the party to the
best of my apility.”

Stating that'hé was insulted and hu-
miliated b¥the “biiykof ‘karkoons™ for
the last six years; tiiBena leader said
his resifination wa¥iin “eruption” of
emotionS suppressedifor long. “I had
never i ined that a'day such as this
would come in my life,” he remarked.




’ﬁaj Thackeray resigns
from Shl\_f_SF_erna posts

Says he will not join any garty and will always respect his uncle

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI: Raj Thackeray on Sun-
day resigned from his position as
Shiv Sena leader and also as
president of the Bharatiya Vi-
dyarthi Sena (BVS), the party’s
student wing.

Announcing this at a public
meeting outside his house, a
tearful Raj Thackeray, who is Se-
na leader Bal Thackeray’s neph-
ew, said that for 10 years he had
suffered a lot in the party. He
had a difficult time and there
was a limit to his tolerance.
However, he would always have
the greatest respect for his
uncle.

He clarified that he was not
going to join any other party. Mr.
Raj Thackeray was expected to
resign after a letter he sent to
Mr. Bal Thackeray, expressing
his unhappiness over the way
the recent Malvan by-election
was handled. He blamed Udhav
Thackeray, the party executive
president, and his supporters for
the defeat and said he should be
removed from the post.

He said he had given deep
thought to his decision and had
done everything he could to rec-
oncile himself to the situation
| but things had become intoler-
able. He said he did not wish to
blame anyone for this but could
not work in such an

SEEKING A CHANGE: Rqj
Thackeray at a Press
conference in Mumbai on
Sunday.

PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

environment.

Hundreds of Raj Thackeray’s
supporters thronged the tree-
lined lane outside his residence
in Shivaji Park here. Since morn-
ing, there was much slogan
shouting in anticipation of his
resignation.

Mr. Raj Thackeray returned
on Sunday afternoon from Nash-
ik, where he had gone to visit the
Sai Baba temple at Shirdi.
Hordes of Shiv Sainiks waving
saffron flags lined the roads,
showing their support for him.

His arrival at the public meet-
ing created a stir: slogans rent
the air and giant saffron flags
were raised as supporters tried
to get as close they could to their

youthful leader. The former Lok
Sabha speaker, Manohar Joshi
and Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut came to meet Mr.
Raj Thackeray.

Mr. Joshi told the media that
he still hoped the issue could be
resolved as Mr. Raj Thackeray
had not officially quit the party.
However, the crowd raised slo-
gans against Mr. Raut, Mr. Joshi
and Subhash Desai, the party
MLA and spokesperson.

Announcing his resignation,
Mr. Raj Thackeray said he was
not even born when the Sena
was formed but had seen it from
when he was very young, and had
never imagined that things
would come to such a pass.

Since 1988, he has been an of-
fice-bearer of the party. He said
he had no desire to see the end of
the party but was not going to
tolerate the way it was being
managed by “four karkuns
(clerks).” When he did not He
said he had obeyed the Sena
leader and had not demanded
anything for himself or his sup-
porters. He said his decision to
quit was not connected with any
post he was seeking. He had rec-
ommended that Mr. Uddhav
Thackeray, his cousin, be made
executive president but that was
a decision he was to rue later, he
added.



mo
padeld Sureq enpiarpur suo 03 Ajfefo[ pui[q
B JO sIseq Y3 UO sIeaL 953} [[ PRAIAINS JBY)
Ayred & Jo sAep 1se] 9] IV jRUSS ARYDPPM
ue pue eu3g fey e oq mOu dId91]) [[IM 05
"joeq WINY A0U JOUURD
aY sAes a1 Ing "a1ped vuIG 9} saytdA) 1By
JIopea] 1191} 03 A3feAo] pul[q jo pury oyj aaids
-ur 03 A)1]Iqe oY} pue JUIMO[[0] SSeW B Sey
Oy SIIPEI] s} Jo duo A[uio aY) s1 oY ‘fey Sur
-Urejal Jo Aem e puy 03 sARY [[IM 11 “eIjysere
-JeAl JO 1S3l 3y} pue requnjy Ul aouasatd
Jo pury Aue ururejal jo sadoyj Aue sey BUag
oY} J1 “fey Yim sutewal ‘ouey I\ paulo{ pue
1391 Apeaaie jou sey ey} 1ioddns sjooisseid
a3 Jo jxed Jolewr sy} jBY] Je3D OS[R ST 3]
*agels s1y) je oqissod asturorduiod
Jo pury Aue axewl 03 maydaul s1( I9A0 UOS STY
10} sous1ajaad s1y Surjesipul ul Iej 00} suOJ
Mou sey os[e AvIsydey ], fed "ABYpPp[) UISNOD
siy £q paf f3red ' UT J10Mm 10U [[IM 94 Jel}
Iea(o s1 31 ‘sasodand pue sjunoodoe [[e 10] Ing
‘f1ed ayy 33a] 194 10U sey Aerexoey(], fey
*9AOW ST 03Ul JUOT
sey Sutuued 9[qeIdpISUOD ey} s)seB3ns
SI0BSSEUI [BI0399[9 S BUOS 91[} JO SARP UTUIM
JoB 0] ULSOYD Sey 9Y Jey) J0eJ 9], "9A0wW

3]} 9)ell P[NOM 91 310Ja( W] JO I8)jBWl B
A[uo sem 1 ‘uayy souts “drysiopesy L1xed oy
WO UOIJRUSI[e STY JO aAlediput ‘quanbofe
sem douasqe sty mo [nd o3 Suruuerd sem
fey yet) Jury 1Sy 9y} dsaesd 91 JoqUISAON UO
ueAfRIN Ul A[el SuIsopd s eusg aY) ‘108 Uy
SAOW paunrey J

“SuruSredwreo orjqnd woay Jusuran
-31, SIY paounouue oY soueteadde [[amatej
SIY Sem PAUITE]d oY jeym speul Aelaydet],
Jotuss Sur(le 8y} Yo1ym o1 91 IaqUUIBAON UO
Aqrex urso[o a3 pue uordal ay3 ut uSreduren
JAISUSIXD SArYpPP[] 9dsap pausddey smyL,
‘ueyuol oY) Ul Iseq SEBUSS 9Y) PILoIIsap
sey oY Uoiym 0} JUSIXe oY) jnoge sygnop
[{e apise 30s ‘ysodap SIY 1S0[ djepipued eu
-9G AIYS 9Y3 219yMm ‘UO0IOI[3-Aq UBATRIA] JUID
-31 oY} Ul AI03D1A JOJ[OIED]S S URY "IN
"uequo3] 3y} Ul p[oYSuod)s s}t Woj
Aremonired ‘fired oy wiol] Aem 91ped BU
95 AIYS SummeIp Jnoqe Jusm A[[eorieuralsis
puEe ISISTUIJA SNUAASY §,3)Bl1S oY} duweda(
‘Kyred ssal18uo)) a1y} pautol suey "IN “Yiures
Tenpuassaynb oy) sIBoA g 104 ‘jtede [rej
03 uegaq Ayred avpy ‘oe syjuour X1s Ajred ay)
wotj pafjedxe sem suey uedeie) J1dtioddns

pue puslLlj asop sAerayoey], (e uaym
"Aep yoes Jurmoas
SEM 1JUI I} ‘SOOUSISYJIP 191} JUIS 0] SUIsnod
ay; pPdwoo 03 a[qe sem ArIayorY], 101UAS
oy} ‘sofeys snolrea Je YSnoyjy ‘paIsaod
-2l JOAJU a1 YOIyMm woJ uonique s fey pjo
-394~/ 9Y) 0} MO[q € Sem ARYPP[) UMOID A]

-[enaia 03 JB3A 1se] UOISII9P §,9[oUn Sty 0
Ayurendod sTY Jo 50USPIAd USA]G
SBY SI9MO[[0] STY JO INMOAISJ oY} puUy 'S
-un STy patorriui jey; euosiad oqnd sy jo
JUOJUOD Pue 9A)S 9Y3 Ul ST} pajesjsuowap
sey 9 "Adega] s,9[oun S1Y JO I0ILIdYUL 9NJ)
3y} ST 9y Jely) paadyaq sAem[e sey Sf Jul
-Jeyo uaaq sey [ey ‘10ssa920ns SIY I0JaI9Y)}
pue juepisald sanInosxa s Alied 9ay) se Lero
)[Ry ], ABYPP[) UOS A9)-MO0] S1Y pajutoue Ael
-9y[oey [, [ed 2ouls JaaY "paf[aqal sey maydou

9y} s} 3SIY 9y3 Jou S SIY) ‘9sInod JO
"153U0[ AUe 3qnop
ul J0U sem Joe p[nom oY Jey [, ‘Alred 1syjjoue
utof pnos oY 1911eym pue ugisal pnom fey
UIYM JNOQE BIPAWL 9} Ul Uorieinaads asua)

-ul uasq sey aIoy) sAep om} 1se( 9yl 104
‘pInoo ay se 1ej st adgpAue a3 ysnd 03
Pop1oap peyY oY Jey] Teopy’sem J1 ‘9[orqap SIY}
103 Ayiqisuodsaa 9xe) 0] pey dU0dWOS Jel])
Sunsisut pue ‘Jess ATejusureljied 1S9MYLION
TeqUINJY 943 PUE Jeas A[qUIISSY UBA[RIA 911
0} SuOI}I3[d-Aq Jusdal 3} Ul ddUBULIoSd
s A11ed ay3 1040 juaunyutoddesip asuajur sty
Buissaxdxs ‘yoom jse] Aeioxoey]], I0T1Uas 2]
0] J19133] B Juas AeIayoey], fey 20uls I3AF
"BUIS AIYS 9] Ul SpIoLIjely pUe [rotling 19}
2248 yonux Jo Suruurdaq ay3 AJuo SI s1y3 jey)
JUSPIA® S 1 ‘pasnole sel] siy} suolssed a1}
JO uonjedIpUL AUe ST SIIMOJ[0] STy Aq podeld
-STp I198Ue Y3 pue soUSPISAI HIed [eATUS STy
apisino apadurejs 9y} I Ated oY) ur suon
-1sod e woyg uoneuSisaI sIY psounouue
Apiiqnd o ueym 9[A31s Ul UMOD 193
-une$ ay3 maly; Lerayoey], fey moydou s Aex
-o3oey ], reg owaldns vuag AIYS ‘Aepung uQ
-198u0] Aue 1940 pazaded aq jouued jery) suo
‘9100 S}1 YSNOIY3 SINO Jeyf) dINSsy
dosp ay3 pasodxa A[feuy sey euag
AWUYS Y} MON ‘feaf e uey} aiow
107 JUSPIAS U3d( dARY SIIVED HH

;.@\m

eurreys vuedresy

"TIOULIN) 1918318 yonuwt Jo Sutuuigaq oy AJuo st sysod Apred [[e Suipinb Aereoey], ey

[y G

A

o

R

BUIS ALLS 9} UL UOI[[2GIY

6 NGV 2005

~d

U

e
]
o

b

i

Y

T



Cong opens door to Raj

A )& W

nephew

Ex-Sena man Sanjay Nirupam woos Thackeray’s
, 7 g

HTC and Agencies
Mumbai, November 26

OPENING ITS door for Shiv Sena leader
Raj Thackeray, the Congress on Saturday
said he was welcome to join the party fold
provided he shuns the Sena ideology and
accepts the leadership of party president
Sonia Gandhi.

“We are keeping the doors open to Raj.
It is now up to him to state whether he
wishes to join the Congress and what are
his expectations”, Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee spokesperson San-
jay Nirupam told reporters here.

It was now up to Raj to respond and ex-
press his expectations. The same will be
conveyed to the party leadership, who
will take a decision on the issue, if Raj re-
sponds to the move, said Nirupam — who
himself crossed aver to the Congress
from the Sena earlier this year.

The simmering discontent in the Shiv
Sena turned into a pitched battle on Fri-
day when Raj Thackeray shot off an an-
gry letter to
party chief
Bal Thack-
eray, alleg-
ing injustice
to him and
his support-
ers. An irate Thackeray, sources said, was
seriously considering disciplinary action
against him.

“For the last few years, the party has
repeatedly faced defeat. Will someone
take responsibility for that?” wrote Raj.
He also alleged that Thackeray did pre-
cious little when Raj raised the matter
with him. “The questions I raised about
changes to be made in the party should be
taken up immediately if you want to save
the Sena,” Raj wrote. He also indicated
that he expected a reply to the letter he
sent to Thackeray on Friday before leav-
ing for Nashik.

The party’s top brass is divided over
taking action on Raj.

On Friday, Thackeray attempted to
contact Raj telephonically, but in vain.
“The decision on Raj is expected within a
couple of days,” the leader said.

According to Nirupam, some Congress
leaders were in touch with Raj, who, of
late, has been vocal of his disliking of the
“style of functioning” of cousin and par-
ty executive president Uddhav Thackeray.

Raj Thackeray is reported to have sent
a letter to party supremo Bal Thackeray
demanding that the leadership take re-
sponsibility of the Sena’s humiliating de-
feat in the Malwan Assembly by-election
and the Mumbai north-west parliamen-
tary by-election.

“I know what Raj must be undergoing
through now (within the party), and we
want to tell him that he should not feel
lonely. The Congress party is with him”,
Nirupam said. Nirupam said that if Raj
Thackeray were to accept the offer to join
the Congress, the party would be im-
mensely benefited .

IN THE WEST

UNI

Shiv Sena leader Raj Thackeray with his supporters outside his residence in Mumbai.

Sena in patch-up mode

PRESS Trust of India
Mumbai, November 26

WITH STRUGGLE for power grip-
ping Shiv Sena, senior party
leader Manohar Joshi on Satur-
day said party chief Bal Thacker-
ay should address the issues
raised by Raj Thackeray, in the
wake of the Malwan debacle.

Describing Raj as a “very ma-
tured” leader who understands
what is good for the party, Joshi
said Balasaheb could sit and talk
to his nephew and “I don’t think
this issue can cause some major
tussle in the party”.

“T've talked to both Udhavji and
Raj. I have already talked to Bal-
asaheb. I'll say Raj has some ex-
pectations and they can be consid-
ered....I don’t think this issue can
cause some major tussle in the
party”, said Joshi, who, too, had

previously brought about rap-
prochement between the two
cousins.

Reports had it that Raj has com-
plained to the Sena chief about he
and his supporters being ignored
— an indirect reference to
Thackarey senior preferring Ud-
dhav.

The Sena leader reportedly
wanted the supremo to immedi-
ately make changes in the organi-
sation if he wanted to “save the
party”. Party sources said that a
settlement was necessary in the
wake of the strongly worded letter
addressed to the Sena chief, in
which he is understood to have ex-
pressed strong displeasure at the
party state of affairs under Ud-
dhav’s leadership.

The letter by Raj has come ata
time when the supremo was plan-
ning an overhaul of the party or-

DAMAGE CONTROL

JOSHISPEAK

Senior Sena leader Manohar Joshi
said Raj's demands could be con-
sidered and he doesn’t think the
issue will cause some major tus-
sle in the party

CHANCE OF SETTLEMENT
According to sources inside the
party said other Sena leaders too
said a settlement is necessary to
avert a crisis

ganisation in the wake of the de-
bacle in Malwan as well as Mum-
bai north-west. Sena executive
president Uddhav Thackeray was
also likely to visit Nasik on Satuy-
day to have a talk with Raj, party
sources said.




Raj
in

$1- 4

MUMBAI, Nov. 26. — Shiv
Sena leader Mr Raj Thac-
keray is all set to defy the
leadership of his cousin
and the party’s executive
president, Mr Udhav Thac-~
keray, to revive the “origi-
nal” Shiv Sena that “cared
more for Marathi-speaking
citizens than Hindutva”.

The development under-
mines the foundation of
the organisation the family
launched. Mr Raj Thack-
eray, Mr Bal Thackeray’s
nephew and considered
heir to the latter’s political
legacy until the supremo
started promoting his son,
sent a formal letter to him
two days ago seeking to
know his “status” in the
Shiv Sena. Saamna execu-
tive editor and Rajya Sabha
MP Mr Sanjay Raut was the
20-between.

It is now clear that, much
like the average Shiv Sena
worker, Mr Raj Thackeray
holds his cousin responsible
for the party’s deposit-for-
feiting defeat in the recent

revo
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Nirupam rubs it in

MUMBAI, Nov. 26. — The
Congress today said that it
was ready to accept Mr Raj
Thackeray in the Congress
provided he gives up the
Sena ideology and accepts
the teadership of Mrs Sonia
Gandhi. PTI

Malwan Assembly by-elec-
tion, which saw Mr Narayan
Rane, the former chief min-
ister ~ who having split the
Sena, is now determined to
wipe out the party he once
belonged to ~ romp home.

Another splif, brought
about by a Thackeray, will
surely leave the organisa-
tion shattered.

Indications are that Mr
Raj Thackeray is ready to
set up a “real Shiv Sena” if
Mr Udhav Thackeray refus-
es to quit. The Sena chief,
though aware of his son’s
unpopularity, is too weak to
run the party and has told
insiders that he is helpless.

The letter to the Sena chief
raises questions Mr Bal
Thackeray might not be able

It mode

to answer easily, given that
he is conscious of his nep-
hew’s standing, The Sena
chief’s insistence that his son
should succeed him has
brought the 40-year-old
party to the brink of disaster.

The nephew’s support-
ers, mostly members of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Sena, the party’s students’
wing, organised a show of
strength at his Shivaji Park
residence. Mr Raj Thack-
eray is the president of
Vidyarthi Sena  whose
members are not happy
with either Mr Udhav
Thackeray or Mr Ranc.
They say that the “original”
Shiv Sena, launched in the
interests of the sons of the
soil, needs to be revitalised.

Analysts feel that if Mr
Raj Thackeray splits the
Sena, he will have a larger
base than his cousin.

Mr Udhav Thackeray is
yet to comment on the let-
ter. The Sena chief wanted
the cousins to work in har-
mony but the defeat at
Malwan has put paid to
such hopes.
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/" Mamata spoils another seat recast panel hearing

‘Fear’ of

defeat in

politics of
disruption

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Sept. 8: The shad-
ow of a personal poll setback
in her Calcutta South Lok
Sabha constituency looming,
Mamata Banerjee today forced
yet another abandonment of
the Delimitation Commissi-
on’s public hearing.

The commission announc-
ed the cancellation of today’s
hearing within five minutes of
its commencement, after Ma-
mata’s supporters in Mahajati
Sadan began to hurl missiles
— bottles and other objects —
at commission members and
officials seated on the dais.

“We (the commission) ex-
press deep anguish at these un-
fortunate incidents... further
course of action on the delim-
itation exercise for Bengal will
be deliberated upon....” said
Shangara Ram, its secretary.

“The so-called public hear-
ings are afarce,” said Mamata.
“We are going to press for tran-
sparent sittings in districts
where people want to speak
out against the killing of dem-
ocracy in Bengal.”

In the past four days, Mam-
ata has disrupted two other
public hearings of the commi-
ssion — created by the earlier
NDA government in, Delhi to
recast constituencies on the
basis of the 2001 census — in
Siliguri and Durgapur. The
Trinamul Congress is still an
NDA partner.

Mamata Banerjee Gutside Mahajati Sadan; her supporters lay siege to
Centraj Avenue. Pictures by Sanjoy Chattopadhyaya

But observers said Mama-

ar that she might end up on a
weak wicket with several seg-
ments known to be her strong-
holds lopped off from her con-
stituency. In their place, areas
known to be pro-CPM might be
added to Calcutta South, ma-
king the 2006 Assembly polls
tricky for the Trinamul chief.

The CPM candidate had
shaved off her victory margin
by 127,000 votes in the last gen-
eral elections.

“She is fast losing ground,
even in Calcutta. Results of the
Lok Sabha elections in May
2004 and the Calcutta Munici-
pal Corporation election this
May prove this. And she knows
what lies in store,” state CPM
secretary Anil Biswas said.

Trinamul got only one seat
from Bengal in the last Lok Sa-
bha elections — Calcutta Sou-
th — and lost the city civic bo-
dy to the CPM this year.

Trinamul had fared well

| in the 2001 Assembly elections
ta’s concern stems from the fe-

bagging 13 of the 24 seats in
the city. The Congress tallied
two and the CPM and its allies
9. In North 24-Parganas, Trin-
amul won 12 of the 25 seats,
three more than the CPM.
Mamata is now believed to
be alarmed at reports that sea-

ts in Calcutta and North 24-Pa-
rganas, where her party had
fared well, will decrease bec-
ause of the restructuring,

The Congress, which did
not play any role in the cancel-
lation of the sittings on Mond-
ay and Wednesday, joined Tri-
namul supporters today.




Special Correspondent

gress Party (NCP) received a
boost in the North-East with the
former Manipur Chief Minister,
Radha Binod Koijam, joining the
party here on Saturday.

Mr. Koijam, who headed a
coalition Government led by the
erstwhile Samata Party in the
State, had quit the party two
years ago. Mr. Koijam’s induc-
tion into the NCP along with five
others, including two former
State Ministers, Maibam Kunjo
Singh and Morung Makunga,
was announced by the party gen-
eral secretary, Tariq Anwar, at a
press conference here.

Mr. Anwar said that with Mr.
Koijam in the party, the NCP
would gain strength in the re-
gion in general and Manipur in
particular. With Assembly elec-
tions due in Manipur in Febru-
ary 2007, he said, the NCP would
aim at emerging as the single
largest party.

On his part, Mr. Koijam said
Manipur was a “fertile ground”
for the NCP to grow as a political
party. “We expect to do well in
the coming days and in Assam
Assembly elections next year, we
are equally hopeful,” he said. Mr.

W
NEW DELHI: The Nationalist Con- é‘ﬂ

Koijam joins NCP o

9
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Radha Binod Koijam

Koijam criticised the Ibobi 1’
Singh Government in Manipur
and alleged there was no govern-
ance as corruption prevailed at
all levels.

The Manipur Government
has not been able to take up is-
sues concerning people such as
repeal of the controversial
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act or on the demand of integri-

On the demands over some
territory in Manipur by the Naga
groups, Mr. Koijam said the NCP
would go by what has been men-
tioned in the Common Mini-
mum Programme, ¢
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+Mahanta lays
claim to &
AGP symbol

\,{7"? Bikash Singh g'ﬂ\’l
] GUWAHATI 15 SEPTEMBER

j FORMER As-
sam chief min-
ister and
founder presi-
dent of Asom
Gana Parishad
| (AGP), Prafulla
Kumar Ma-
b | hanta on
Nl : Thursday an-
nounced that his newly-formed
political party, Asom Gana
Parishad (Progressive) party will
daim the elephant symbol.

The party leadership of
AGP(P) will place their claim be-
fore the Election Commission.
Elephant is also the party symbol
of AGP. The first executive com-
mittee meeting of AGP(P) was
held on Thursday. The expelled
AGP leader said his party would
contest the 2006 Assembly elec-
tions in Assam and was trying to
form a coalation with anti-Con-
gress and anti-BJP parties.

Mr Mahanta said AGP(P)
would follow the 1996 Assembly
election model for striking al-
liances with the political parties.
In 1996, the AGP had entered
into a pre poll-alliance with the
Left parties, including CPI, and
CPI(M). “We are going to consti-
tute an advisory board, which
will include intellectuals. The
board will chalk out future strate-
gies for the party,” he said.

Mr Mahanta is supported by
four sitting MLAs and former
ministers— Sahiul Alam Choud-
hury, Utpal Dutta, Gunin Hazari-
ka and Bulbul Das. Mr Mahanta
claimed support of 23 of the
AGPs 26 district committees.

Taking potshots at the recent
developments, AGP President
Brindawan Goswami said, Ma-
hanta’s group was not the break
way group. “These people were
expelled from AGP” he said.




Mamata attacks CPI-M

KOLKATA, Aug. 28. —

Trinamul Congress chief
Miss Mamata Banerjee
today urged her party
workers to launch an agi-
tation on two major issues
— the proposed delimita-
tion of constituencies and
handing over 5100 acres
cof agricultural and other
land to the Salim group of
Indonesia and expose the
double standard of the
CPI-M.

Addressing a meeting
of Trinamul Chhatra
Parishad workers, she said

that party workers would

participate in the hearing
and oppose the proposals
put forward by the
National  Delimitation
Commission early next
month.

He said the National
Delimitation
Commission’s draft to

Miss Mamata Bannerjee at
the meeting. — SNS

redraw the constituencies
had been prepared arbi-
trarily at the CPI-M’s
instructions.

She said party leaders
would be present at the
hearing to oppose the
draft.

‘She  said
would organise meetings
and rallies to oppose the
proposed handover of
land to the Salim group of
Indonesia.

the party,

Without naming Mr
Subrata Mukher]ee she
said her party is “a party
of the workers and not the
leaders and some leaders’

* joining the Congress will

have no impact on the
party.”
She said the people are

- with her and under no cir-
_cumstances she is going to

tolerate the highhanded-
ness of the CPI-M. ~

In andther meeting to
celebrate the anniversary
of the Chhatra Parishad
Congress leaders criti-
cised CPI-M leaders who
speak about Cuba and
Chile but want the people
of the state to forget great
thinkers like Bankim
Chandra and others.

The leaders said there
is no room for emotion in

= politics and the Congress

is the only viable alterna-
tive and the largest
Opposition in the state.



Mamata sees red
over riot article

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Aug. 19. —
Trinamul Congres chief Miss
Mamata Banerjee today took
serious exception to an arti-
cle by CPI-M former general
secretary, Mr Harkishen
Singh Surjeet, wherein he
had stated that a “so-called
fire brand lady” of West
Bengal was among those who
organised anti-Sikh riots
soon after Indira Gandhi’s
assassination in 1984.

“There is not an iota truth
in the insinuation and it was
politically  intended to
malign me. I do respect Mr
Surjeet’s age and his politi-
. cal stature, but have filed a

defamation suit against him,
the publisher and the printer
of the CPI-M’s party organ,
People’s Democracy. The
target is clear, since that epi-
thet is often used about me,”
Miss Banerjee said.

She said that when Indira
Gandhi was assassinated she
and many other “followers”
of Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
the defence minister, were
at Contai, Midnapore, to
attend a meeting to be
addressed by Rajiv Gandhi.

“In fact, we could manage
to return alive to the city the
next day. There were no
anti-Sikh riots in Kolkata
then and only a few sporadic
protests were held. The riot
that took place was in 1992
and it was sponsored by the
ruling party,” the Trinamul

chief said.
Miss Banerjee said the
“false propaganda” was

launched only a few months
before the state Assembly
polls as the Trinamul is the
main Opposition and the
CPI-M is riddled with fac-
tionalism. “I was a student
leader at the time of the
assassination and soon after
I contested the Lok Sabha

elections defeating Mr
Somnath Chatterjee, the
present Lok Sabha Speaker.
Why is it that such an obnox-
ious and defamatory charge
was not levelled either after
my victory then or during
the past 21 years 77 she said.

The CPI-M state secre-
tary, Mr Anil Biswas, howev-
o rave a clean chit to Miss
Banerjee and said what Mr
Sujeet wrote in the article
was his opinion on the role
of Congress leaders in West
Bengal in 1984. “I have no
knowledge of Miss Baner-
jee’s imvolvement in any
attack on Snl\hs

CPI-M leader Mr Surjeet has
alleged that ‘the sc-called fire
brand lady of West Bengal’ was
one of the organisers of
the anti-Sikh riots.

Panel holds meet

The committee constituted
to look into the need for
providing employment and
issues relating to rehabilita-
tion of families of victims of
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots, held
its first meeting in New
Delhi today.

The meeting was presided
over by the secretary (bor-
der management) in the
home ministry, Dr DK
Sankaran, who is the chair-
man of the committee.

20 AUG 200%

Pranab sings
old tune
on tie-up

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Aug. 19. —
PCC president and Union
defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee today reiterated
that no poll alliance with
Miss Mamata Banerjee was
possible as long as she con-
tinued to support NDA.

Talking to newsmen at
Bidhan Bhavan this after-
noon, Mr Mukherjee said:
“that the Congress’ chief
enemy is NDA and it cannot
have alliance with any politi-
cal party having ties with the
NDA. Congress is an all-India
party and NDA is its chief
political enemy and so no
alliance with any party having
ties with NDA is possible.”

On re-induction of Mr
Subrata Mukherjee, he said
he had already discussed it
with Mrs Sonia Gandhi and
Mr Mukherjec and his col-
leagues were likely to be re-
inducted soon.

The PCC today felicitated
Mr Mukherjee for being re-
nominated as state President
by the party chief Mrs Sonia
Gandhi. Mr Mukherjee said
that it would be difficult for
him to carry on with the
PCC president’s post be-
cause of his busy schedule in
Delhi. “But I have no other
choice as Soniaji wants me to
continue,” he said.

Asked whether his absence
here in the state would affect
the party’s functioning before
the Assembly polls, Mr
Mukherjee said: “I do not
consider myself to be so im-
portant and all party leaders
will work together to imple-
ment party programmes,”
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/gl P’s infiltration

A" Finds Mamata again on the.wrongffoc\)nt.é\%

f Mamata Banerjee could explain the basis of the dramatics
she indulges in, Trinamul may not be in the plight in which
it finds itself. The latest example is the infiltration issue which
she has hijacked from the BJP and used it to produce another
spectacle in the Lok Sabha. Till now she has lent no more.
than lukewarm endorsement to the problem of large-scale
infiltration along the state’s borders which the BJP has for
long seen as a Marxist plot to inflate voters’ lists to its own
advantage.' There may have been two reasons why Mamata
maintained a discreet silence in the past. First, she had
wanted to demonstrate a distance from the BJP whose
influcnce was of little consequence but whose connections
could produce a negative cffect. Second, there was a possi-
hility of sending out the wrong signals to the minority com-
munity and giving the Left.an advantage in terms of the 22
per cent minority vote in” West Bengal. Why these consider-
ations have been set aside and the issue pressed with all vig-
our at this moment is a question Mamata may not be able to
answer. As always, she remains unpredictable.
What she may have done quite unsuspectingly is to bring
the BJP closer to Trinamul. NDA leaders promptly seized the
* opportunity to join her in her appeal to the President¢ That in
a way stalls the possibility of Trinamul tying up with Congress
for the next assembly election. It also obliges her not just to
maintain a formal connection but to share a campaign plat-
form with the BIP. How this will help her is anyone’s guess. It
will be a miracle if the infiltration menace is not lost in the
multitude of issues that she will churn up — rigging, violence
in the countryside and financial management — with no
effect so far on yoters. The latest drama confirms an uncanny
skill in playjag the wrong card and in banking on sympathy
. rather thaf on strategy. The CPI-M can only be thrilled.
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Aug. 5: Unmoved
by the rejection of her dra-
matic resignation from the
Lok Sabha yesterday, Mama-
ta Banerjee today refused to
return to the House.

“I am not going back to
Parliament. There is no ques-
tion of my going back,” the
Trinamul Congress leader
said this morning before
leaving for an eye operation.

The micro-surgery was
carried out in the afternoon
at a nursing home here. Fly-
ing shards of glass had hit
her left eye when an alleged

Mamata: Firm

CPM-backed group attacked
her car in Calcutta’s Garden
Reach about 10 years ago.

Stating that her resigna-
tion letter was not in “order”,
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
refused to accept it yesterday.
He asked her to return to the
House and explain her con-
duct of hurling papers at the
deputy Speaker.

Seeking to capitalise on
the incident to give impetus
to her campaign for next
year’s Assembly polls in Ben-
gal, Mamata has sought an
appointment with President
A PJ. Abdul Kalam on Mon-
day to explain her point of
view through a memoran-
dum.

A team of 10 Trinamul

“Mamata rules
o out return«*

MLASs from Calcutta, led by
the leader of Opposition
Pankaj Banerjee, will accom-
pany her to Rashtrapati Bha-
van.

The Trinamul leader said
the Left’s hue and cry over
her conduct yesterday was
meant to “divert” attention
from the matter she wanted
toraise in the House. “The ac-
tual issue is illegal infiltra-
tion into Bengal and the
bogus voters’ list.”

She alleged that her voice
was being stifled.

Mamata’s cry echoed in
Calcutta where Trinamul
MLASs marched to Raj Bha-
van in protest against “an at-
tempt to gag the voice of
their party chief”. Led by Tri-
namul party chief whip Sob-
handeb Chattopadhyay, 24
leaders courted arrest violat-
ing prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of the CrPC.

Mamata avoided a re-
sponse to Chatterjee’s re-
mark in Parliament today
about her not bothering to
participate in a House debate
last week on infiltration.

She also skipped com-
ment on the CPI and the
CPM’s breach of privilege
notice to the Speaker against
her over yesterday’s incident.
Chatterjee told the House
today that the notices are
under his consideration.

At the beginning of tod-
ay’s proceedings, the Speaker
made a suo motu statement
wondering why Mamata had
not participated in the July
26 debate. Members cannot
raise the same matter twice
in a session and so he had to
disallow her from raising the
infiltration issue, he ex-
plained.

“Just because one hon’ble
member was not present dur-
ing the discussion in the
House does not justify trying
toraise ilar issue within
aweelr” he said.
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 4. —
Trinamul Congress chief
Miss Mamata Banerjee
today hit a4 new fow when
she threw a bunch of
papers at the Deputy
Speaker, Mr Charanjit
Singh Atwal, in the Lok
Sabha after her notice of
an adjournment motion to
discuss the illegal migra-
tion of Bangladeshis to
India was disallowed by
the Speaker. She shocked
the House further by toss-
ing a letter of resignation
hetore walking out of the
House.

Mr Atwal was conduct-
ing the proceedings when
the incident occurred dur-
ing the pre-lunch session.

Speaker Mr Somnath
Chatterjee rejected her
letter of resignation saying
it had not been properly
prepared.

The Trinamul Congress
leader became almost hys-
terical when Mr Atwal
told her that he could do
nothing about her motion
as the Speaker had already
disallowed the notice.

“The Speaker should
explain why he disallowed
the discussion. He never
allowed me to speak,”
wailed Miss Banerjee
amidst shouts of protest
from the Left. After argu-
ing with the Chair for 20
minutes, she began crying,
prompting Samajwadi MP

Miss Mamata Banerjee at her
residence in New Delhi on
Thursday. — PTI
Jayaprada to go to her

seat to calm her down.

Shortly afterwards, Miss
Banerjee rushed towards
the Chair and threw a
bunch of papers at the
podium. The House was
abruptly adjourned.

This is not the first time
Miss Banerjee has thrown
things at the Chair,
Several years ago, when
Mr PA Sangma was the
Speaker, she threw her
black shawl at him.

Mr Gurudas Dasgupta
of the CPI described her
behaviour as “unprece-
dented in the history of
Parliament” and demand-
ed action against her. Mr
LK Advani said the
Speaker should invite her
to discuss the issye.

Outside  Parliament,
Miss Banerjec said she
had not really insulted Mr
Atwal,  throwing the
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Let someone take
over: Somnath

NEW DELHI, Aug. 4. — Not
exacfly amused by a walkout
staged by a defiant Mr Tarit
Baran Topdar of the CPI-M, an
irate Mr Somnath Chatterjee
fold the Lok Sabha that he

" would go out and ‘et
someone else take over”, The
incident happened during
question hour when Mr Topdar
said he had not been allowed
to ask a supplementary
despite repeated requests.
“Let there be a new Speaker”
Mr Chatterjee said. — SNS

papers only as far as the
table before him.
Assembly uproar

Sparks flew in the
Assembly  over  Miss
Banerjee’s  resignation.

Trouble started when Ms
Kanika Ganguly of the
CPI-M referred to the
manner in which Miss
Banerjee had behaved.
Trinamul MLAs demanded
an apology, Things went
out of control when
Trinamul MLAs who had
been outside the House
rushed in and started sh-
outing slogans. Finally
Speaker Mr Hashim Abdul
Halim restored order. He
rebuked Ms Ganguly for
raising a point during a dis-
cussion on a Bill. The
Trinamul  today rallied
behind Miss Banerjee.
Patil’s absence prompts
Speaker to adjourn
House page, 5
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Mumbai: Rebel Shiv Sena
leader Narayan Ratie on Sunday
accused the Sen,a of ‘not doing
justice to the Marathi manoos.
Addressing a well-attended raily
near the office of the Sena
mouthpiece Saamna at Prab-
hadevi amid tight police securi-
ty, Rane targeted not only Sena

ane attacks Sena’s

0( The meeting was organised Q\

by Congress activist Mukesh
Purav, but there was not a sin-
gle Congress flag at the venue,
Rane, who is set to join the Con-
gress, said he has been a
diehard Shiv Sainik for 39 years
and was committed to the wel-
fare of the sons of the soil.

But he accused the Sena, un-
der the leadership of Uddhav, of

executive president Uddhav not doing anything for
Thackeray and his PA Milind Marathis. The venue was
Narvekar, but for hemmed in by multi-
the first time also W AR OF storeyed  buildings
criticised two other which have come up
Sena leaders—Raj WORDS in the place of old
Thackeray and chawls and mills
Manohar Joshi— where Marathis lived
though without mentioning and worked.

their names.

“The Shiv Sena was opposed
to the sale of mill lands. But now
these lands are being purchased
by Sena leaders themselves,” he
thundered in an obvious refer-
ence to the recent purchase of
the defunct Kohinoor Mill by
Raj and Joshi for a whopping Rs
421 crore.

He said, adding that while
Sena leaders have moved from
Kalyan and Dombivli to Bandra,

ot

a word against Sena chief Bal
Thackeray, but claimed the par-
ty was not being controlled by
him anymore.

He alleged that the Sena was
totally commercialised now. “If
you want to become a shakha
pramukh you have to pay Rs 5
lakh. If you want a ticket to con-
test the civic election then you
have to shell out Rs 10 lakh, for

Marathi’ moves

an MLA's ticket the prlce is Rs
50 lakh and for a seat in the Ra-
jya Sabha the price is Rs 5
crore,” he alleged.

He added that he quit the
Sena because he was being in-
creasingly sidelined.

“1 still don’t know what the
charge against me is. I don't
know why I was expelled from
the party,” he said.

Rane later addressed a large
rally at Kalachowkie. However,
the police revoked permission
for his rally at Goregaon in the
evening since they feared large-
scale violence. While Kala-
chowkie is the stronghold
of Sena MLA Bala
Nandgaonkar, Goregaon is the
constituency of Subhash Desai,
Sena MLA and a trusted aide of
Uddhav.

Marathis  were -
forced to leave :
their homes in
the city and go to
the distant sub-
urbs.

He didn’t utter

THE



/< Rane to join
waCongress in
«WCM’s presence

- Statesman News Service

MUMBAI July 25. —
Erstwhile Shiv Sena leader
Mr Narayan Rane today
announced his decision to
join the Congress here in
the presence of chief min-
ister Mr Vilasrao Desh-
mukh and MPCC presi-
dent Mrs Prabha Rau.

The formalities, he said,
would be carried out at the
MPCC headquarters in
Tilak Bhavan on 28 July
when he and his followers
would fill up the member-
ship forms of the Congress.

The former chief minis-
ter, however, was evasive
about the 12 MLAs who
had supported him in his
revolt against Sena execu-
tive president Mr Udhav
Thackeray. “They are with
me and will take their deci-
sions in the days to come,”
Mr Rane said.

Like Mr Rane, the
MLAs too will have to quit
their Assembly seats since
they do not have the nec-
essary strength to defect.

While making his state-
ment at the Gandhi Bha-
van, a Congress office near
the Vidhan Bhavan, Mr
Rane was flanked by Mr
Deshmukh and Mrs Rau.

Mr Deshmukh seemed to
have reserved his com-

ments for 28 July, his only
comment being that Mr
Rane’s entry into the
Congress would strengthen
the party.

The former Sena leader
issued a statement blasting
Mr Udhav Thackeray for
destroying the organisation
built by his father Mr Bal
Thackeray. He said that he
still revered the Sena chief,
referring to him as saheb,
and also expressed regret
over the police lathicharge
on Shiv Sainiks on Sunday.
He also accused Mr Udhav
Thackery of “misusing the
Sainiks’ strength”. He said
the exccutive president was
so immature that he did not
realise the strength of the
Sena. Mr Rane alleged that
Mr Udhav Thackeray, surr-
ounded by a caucus, had
been plotting against him
since his days as chief min-
ister of Maharashtra.

6 ML e
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'3 SpeakerJ‘
Reserves Ruling
~" On Rival

Sena Claims

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Speaker of the Maha-
rashtra legislative assembly
Babasaheb Kupekar, who has re-
served his ruling over the legal
battle between two Shiv Sena fac-
tions led by expelled leader
Narayan Rane and Ramdas
Kadam, on Monday adjourned
the house early in the day amidst
pandemonium.

Tension prevailed in the Vid-
han Bhavan when both factions
of the Sena, one led by expelled
leader Narayan Rane and other
led by Ramdas Kadam entered
the house. Rane entered the
house first and quickly occupied
the front row seat reserved for
the leader of the opposition next
to the deputy speaker.

Trouble began immediately af-
ter the speaker called the house
to order to take up the question
hour. As Rane rose to raise a
point of order he was sought to
be shouted down by Sena and
BJP members. But he persisted
in talking about the disqualifica-
tion of 23 Sena MLAs about
which he has already submitted
a representation to the speaker.

Kupekar informed the house
that he has received several rep-
resentations , including the one
from Rane about disqualification
of 23 MLAs. He said all these
were being processed by him and
he would need time to study
them.

‘Sena forces adjournment of House

Narayan Rane waves to his supporters as he walks back from Vidhan Bhévan to his bungalow opposite
Mantralaya on Monday evening

However, Sena members insist-
ed on knowing from Kupekar
when he would announce his de-
cision on the petition by their
party expelling Rane from the or-
ganisation and removing him
from the post of the leader of the
opposition. Not surprisingly,
Rane received support from the
treasury benches. Ruling coali-
tion MLAs were obviously enjoy-
ing the tussle between Rane and
the Sena legislators.

Amidst noisy scenes , Rane
said that he had filed a petition
with the speaker demanding dis-
qualification of 23 party MLAs
for not attending a meeting con-
vened by him on July 8. He urged

the speaker to give his ruling to
end the confusion. Incidentally,
as many as 52 Sena MLAs had
boycotted the meeting convened
by Rane, but he has chosen to act
against 23 of them in an obvious
effort to divide the legislators.
Several Sena and BJP MLAs
took objection to the way treas-
ury benches members rushed to
the podium in an aggressive
manner gesticulating at Sena-
BJP alliance MLAs who were try-
ing to shout down Rane. Munde
requested the speaker to repri-
mand them for such behaviour.

He was supported by Sena MLA
Subhash Desai’ and Datta
Nalawde.

Some Sena members also took
objections to remarks from treas-
ury benches that there was a ver-
tical split in their party Desai
pointed out that a petition has
been submitted to the speaker
signed by as many as 52 out of 63
Sena MLAs who are with Sena
chief Bal Thackeray and his son
Uddhav.

Both the Sena factions kept on
demanding that the speaker
must give immediate ruling to
end the uncertainty. When there
was too much of noise and tem-
pers rose high, the speaker ad-
journed the house twice in the
hope that tempers will cool
down.




“Rane targets Uddhav loyalists

Threatens to Expel 25 Legislators For Not Attending Meet

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena-
Narayan Rane row turned
murkier on Saturday with
the expelled Sena leader

threatening expulsion pro-

ceedings against 25 of the

51 party MLAs who did not

attend the Friday meeting

convened by him.

Rane has targeted lieu-
tenants of Uddhav Thack-
eray, including Subhash
Desai, Sada Sarvankar and
Gajanan Kirtikar, for the
legislative axe. At the other
end of the spectrum, the
Congress, at a meeting of
the party’s coordination
panel on Saturday, re-
viewed the political situa-
tion arising out of Rane's
revolt, “The Congress is
keen to rope in Rane. But,
we are watching the situa-
tion as he is locked in a le-
gal feud with his party” a
Congress leader told TOI
after the meeting, which
was attended by AICC ob-
server Margaret Alva, CM
Vilsarao Deshmukh and
MPCC chief Prabha Rau.

Meanwhile, Rane told
media persons on Saturday
that he was ready with pe-
titions to state assembly
speaker Babasaheb Ku-
pekar for the expulsion of
25 Sena MLAs who dis-
obeyed his whip for the Fri-
day meeting.

He has been claiming
support of 26 MLAs, apart
from the nine legislators

who have been his support-
ers. “If T am asked with af-
fection to resign I will quit
as leader of the opposition.
However, if someone is itch-

ing for a legad battle I am all
prepared fof it,” he added.
Source
maintaiy
would have been ready for a

na MLA backs Rane
at Cong MP’s hehest

Shirdi: Shiv Sena MLA from
Kopargaon Ashok Kale has decid-
ed to back Narayan Rane at the
behest of Congress MP Balasa-
heb Vikhe-Patil. Kale said Vikhe-
Patit advised him to support
Rane, thus indicating that the
Congress had extended its sup-
port to the ousted leader. “l like
Rane’s style of functioning and
{eadership. Although | have not
left the Sena, | have decided to
join Rane,” Kale told TOI on Sat-
urday. There were indications
that Rane would not get any sup-
port from Ahmednagar district, as
alt the three MLAs had decided to
remain foyal to Thackeray. mx

Gadkari meets Rane
to defuse Sena crisis

Mumbai: Senior BJP leader Nitin
Gadkari met expelled Narayan
Rane on Saturday evening in a
last-ditch attempt to defuse the
crisis in the Sena. The talks went
on tilt ate night. “As a Sena ally,
the BJP is perturbed over the cri-
sis in that party. Let’s hope
something good comes out of
my meeting with Rane,” Gadkari
told TO! as he drove to Rane's
Bandra residence. Should his
attempts come to naught, the
Sena-Rane spat will enter its de-
cisive phase on the floor of the
Maharashtra legislative assem-
bly on Monday, the opening day
of the monsoon session. mw

close to Rane
that the leader

patch-up with the Sena had
party chief Bal Thackeray
personally intervened in the
matter and put a call to
Rane. However, Sena’s work-

ing president Uddhav
Thackeray has firmly re-
jected reconciliation.
Rane has for nearly a
week been steeling his
nerves for a protracted le-
gal fight with the Sena,
which expelled him on
Tuesday after he came
out openly against the Ud-
dhav faction.

Little wonder then that
Rane has handpicked die-
hard Uddhav loyalists for
the expulsion proceed-
ings. Ramdas Kadam,
who was elected as leader
of the Sena’s legislature
party in place of Rane

last Tuesday, also figures
on the list.

However, Rane has
spared the remaining 26
MULAs as he is optimistic of
their support on the floor
of the state assembly
where the week-long spat
hetween the former chief
minister and the Sena will
reach its climax — or anti-
climazx, as the case may be
on Monday.

Asked if he would attend
the tea-party convened by
the Congress-led Democra-
tic Front government on
Sunday, Rane said, “I will
go if other opposition lead-
ers (read BJP honchos
Gopinath Munde and Nitin
Gadkari) join me”.
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Bal Thackeray plays a familiar tune

Narayan Rane’s expulsion can affect the Sena’s fortunes in the Konkan

region and in Mumbai’s apex civic body.

Ranjit Hoskote

HE SIMMERING tension within the

Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, with the in-
terests of long-serving cadre members rang-
ed against the dynastic hopes of party chief
Bal Thackeray, exploded into open conflict
this week, when Mr. Thackeray publicly an-
nounced the expulsion of Narayan Rane on
Sunday morning.

Mr. Thackeray has always timed his theat-
rical gestures well. He chose to embarrass
Mr. Rane, his one-time confidante, former
Chief Minister and currently Leader of the
Opposition in the State Assembly, barely a
week before the House convenes for its
monsoon session. Mr. Rane, for his part, has
chosen the path of nonchalant defiance, re-
fusing to vanish as directed, affirming his
status as a “loyal Sainik,” and summoning a
meeting of the Sena’s legislature party.
(Ramdas Kadam, an MLA from Khed in the
Konkan region, was elected the new leader
of the Shiv Sena in the Maharashtra Assemb-
ly on Wednesday.)

Internal dissensions

The face-off has dramatised the internal
dissensions that afflict Maharashtra’s van-
. guard right-wing party, known for its aggres-
sive self-image and &étéﬁonal approach to
political and cultural issues. The Sena was
founded in June 1966 as the first move in a
violent nativist campaign aimed at disen-
franchising such supposed ‘outsiders’ in
Mumbai as the city’s South Indian and Guj-
arati population segments. At first, it served
the Congress as a tool to break the hold of
the Left over Mumbai’s working-class dis-
tricts. For four decades, its policies have
been laid down by Mr. Thackeray, whose
brand of charismatic leadership has attract-
ed generations of unemployed and disen-
chanted Maharashtrians belonging to the
middle and the working classes.

By the early 1990s, however, it had be-
come clear that other leaders within the
party would stake claim to individual sat-
rapies within the larger context of the Sena’s
influence. These ambitions began to collide,
by the end of the decade, with the dynastic
logic of leadership that the ageing Mr.
Thackeray clearly wished his followers to
accept, as he promoted his son Uddhav and
his nephew Raj as the eventual inheritors of
his mantle. And when the Thackeray cousins
clashed over the sensitive succession issue,
the party chief made it clear that it was his
son who held his mandate.

Mr. Rane has paid the price for refusing to
subscribe without murmur to this inner-
party autocracy. Enjoying considerable
prestige as a local leader in the coastal Kon-
kan region as he does, Mr. Rane has not been
at ease with Uddhav Thackeray’s style of
functioning or the directions in which he
appears to be taking the party. In this, he
represents the misgivings of the older cadres
of the Sena, whose psychology was shaped by
the party’s street-fighting years, its involve-
ment in criminal activities such as extortion
and para-legal turf settlements in inner-city
areas, its unbridled use of strong-arm tac-
tics, and its contempt for the rule of law.

Mr. Uddhav Thackeray appears to have
other plans. Since 2003, he has attempted to
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BROOKING NO OPPOSITION: Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray. - PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

take the Sena beyond the limits of its tradi-
tional perceptions and antagonisms; he has,
for instance, attempted to befriend the Da-
lits, with whose political formations the Se-
na has consistently done battle since the late
1960s. He is also in favour of a pan-Mah-
arashtra approach aimed at expanding the
Sena’s reach beyond its bastions in Mumbai
and coastal Maharashtra. Although the Sena
suffered heavy losses in the 2004 Lok Sabha
and State Assembly elections, the younger
Thackeray seems committed to projecting a
more suavely neo-conservative, centre-right
image of the party in the long run.

Mr. Uddhav Thackeray’s efforts may well
reflect a generational shift away from the
incendiary populism and robustly plebeian
stance of the party’s traditional cadres, with
their roots in Mumbai’s textile-mill areas,
and towards a bourgeois self-perception
more in consonance with the new, upwardly
mobile classes of a Mumbai and Maharash-
tra in the throes of change prompted by
globalisation. In other words, the Rane epi-
sode can be seen, not only as a case of rival
egos, but also as an opposition between the
street-fighters and bully-boys, on the one
hand, and the bourgeois neo-conservative
element, on the other.

Mr. Rane’s downfall within the Sena fol-

lows a familiar script laid down for party
leaders who become too powerful or pop-
ular, so trespassing upon Mr. Thackeray’s
prerogatives or interfering with his succes-
sion plans. In the early 1990s, for instance,
Mr. Thackeray’s favoured storm-trooper,
the OBC (Other Backward Caste) leader
Chagan Bhujbal, fell out with his chief when
he began to carve out a support base of OBC
and Maratha constituents for himself within
the Sena. In December 1991, Mr. Bhujbal and
his followers defected to the Congress; he
has been the butt of irate satire for his for-
mer mentor ever since. Mr. Bhujbal was re-
placed, in Mr. Thackeray’s esteem, by
Manohar Joshi, a Brahmin teacher and par-
ty activist who eventually came to preside
over a chain of restaurants and a tuition-
class empire.

Mr. Joshi, who was appointed Chief Min-
ister when the Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party
combine came to power in Maharashtra dur-
ing the mid-1990s, fell out of favour in turn.
Mr. Thackeray brusquely ordered him to
resign in January 1999, holding him respon-
sible for souring relations between the two
right-wing parties; he was also alleged to
have condoned corruption on the part of
individuals close to him. Mr. Joshi, whose
allegiance to the Sena has not wavered de-

spite this rough treatment, was replaced by
Mr. Rane, then seen as a rising star who had
helped extend the Sena’s sway in the
Konkan.

Fall from grace

Mr. Rane’s fall from grace, and his future
moves, will very probably impact the Sena’s
fortunes in the Konkan region, over which
he retains a powerful hold. The Nationalist
Congress Party has already made inroads
into the Sena’s base there in recent times,
and it is even being speculated that Mr. Rane
is going with the flow rather than guiding it.
The Thackeray-Rane face-off is also expect-
ed to affect the Sena in Mumbai’s apex civic
body, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC), which the party has dom-
inated for two decades. More than half of the
101 Sena members of the BMC’s council be-
long originally to Sindhudurg, Mr. Rane’s
home base.

While political observers and ordinary ci-
tizens in Maharashtra alike wonder whether
the rift in the Sena will widen into a full-
scale split, violence has already broken out,
in Mumbai between rival units within the
party. The Sena appears, finally, to have
turned its dreaded capacity for destruction
upon itself.



“ Rane’s l&ggdé%che:
Anti-defection law

By Prafulla Marpakwar/TNN MG-N)

Mumbai: A day after his expulsion from the
Shiv Sena, Narayan Rane faces an uphill
task as far as engineering a split in the par-
ty goes, thanks to an amendment to the anti-
defection law.

When Chhagan Bhujbal quit the Shiv
Sena in 1991, he had successfully mobilised
the support of 19 legislators to engineer a
split in the party. At that time, the provision
under the constitution was that if one-thirds
of alegislature party quit, they would not at-
tract the provisions of the anti-defection
law. However, when it was found that defec-
tions continued unchecked despite the rules,
the NDA government, in 2003, amended the
constitution in an attempt to completely ban
defections. Then law minister Arun Jaitley
effected drastic changes in the anti-defec-
tion law, replacing the one-third clause by a
two-thirds requirement. As per the amend-
ment which came into force in July 2003,
two-thirds of a political party can form a
new group and merge with another party.
“The anti-defection law will not be applica-
ble if there is a merger of two-third of the
members,” a senior lawyer said.

Under such circumstances, if Rane has to
split the Shiv Sena, he will have to mobilise
the support of at least 42 of the 63 members
and merge the group with a party of his
choice. “At the moment, I am studying the
provisions of the anti-defection law and
seeking legal opinion on the future course of
action,” Rane told TOL

Significantly, despite being expelled from
the Shiv Sena, Rane will continue to be a
member of the Shiv Sena legislature party.
In his book Anti-Defection Law and Parlia-
mentary Privileges’, constitutional expert
Subash Kashyap has clearly stated that the
anti-defection law does not recognise either
an expelled member or an ‘unattached’
member.

Experts have stressed that the law needs
to be amended to prevent party leaders from

According to the faw, two-third
members of a political party can
form a new group and then
merge with another party. If
Rane is keen on splitting the
Sena, he will have to mobilise
the support of at least 42 of the
63 Sena members

resorting to expulsions and to stop presiding
officers from declaring some members as
unattached with a view to circumventing
the anti-defection law. Kashyap’s book also
says that the law should be amended to clar-
ify the activities of a political party both in-
side and outside the House and the effect of
declaration of expulsion or unattached sta-
tus of any member. According to Kashyap, it
is not permissible for a member to voluntar-
ily resign. The corollary should be that it
should not be open to the party to expel him
on the ground of anti-party activities out-
side the House.

The SC, while disposing of a case filed by
one G Vishwanathan against the TN speak-
er, held that an expelled member would con-
tinue to remain a member of the political
party that had set him up as a gandidate.

A senior Shiv Sena lea said under
such circumstances, even iffRane has been
expelled from the party, continues to be
its member on the floor of the House.



All Eyes Are Now
On Uddhav

Our Political Bureau
T MUMBAI 4 juLY

S ousted Shiv Senaleader
Narayan Rane tries 1o
ather his supportersfora

possible rebellion against Bal
Thackeray and a cloud hangs
over the fate of the Shiv Sena, all
eyes are, however, fixed on Raj
Thackeray. Will the charismatic
Raj, once considered heir appar-
ent to Balasaheb and now side-
lined by his cousin Uddhav, come
forward to support Mr Rane in
this battle royale?

“Raj and myself are sailing in
the same boat. He is feeling ig-
nored in the party like me,” Mr
Rane said a day after he was
asked to quit the Sena. Some
Sena observers said Mr Rane
could be expecting an open sup-
port from the younger Thackeray
to bolster his cause and paint Ud-
dhav as the villain of the piece.
“Till now, he always had a tacit
assistance from Raj. It will be im-
portant to see whether he comes
forward in Rane’s support open-
ly,” a Sena leader said.

But Raj till now has refrained
from giving vent to his anger
against his cousin Uddhav in
public. In private though, he has
projected a different picture.
“The time has come for Raj to
pick up the gauntlet,” a Raj sup-
porter said.

Meanwhile, Mr Rane’s claim
042 MLA's may not find any tak-
ers, as none so far have raised
their voice in support of Mr Rane.

The former chief minister, an-
gry and upset on Sunday,
claimed that 42 Sena MLAs and
five MPs are in touch with him.
Talking to mediapersons after in-

(v
R

none of the rebels have come for-
ward in support of Mr Rane. {\
“Supporting him is one thing. |
|
!

And quitting the party with him
is another,” a Sena MLA ob- |
served candidly. /
He said that though Mr Rane |
has a wider support base in the |
Sena, it will be difficult for his ‘
supporters to leave the party at |
thisjuncture. |
“There’s no immediate incen- !
tive for defecting. Neither are the |
elections round the corner noris -
there a chance to form the gov-
ernment. In this situation, Mr
Rane has an uphill task to woo
MLASs to come with him,” he said.
There were earlier reports that
Mr Rane is planning to float an
independent outfight or join the
NCP. But he himself denied these
reports. “Lhave not planned any-
thing as of now,” he said on Mon-
day evening after attending the
last meeting of the business advi-
sory committee of the state legis-
lature as a leader of the Opposi-
tion. He is expected to step down
from this post on July 11, the first
day of the monsoon session.
“Some MLAs and MPs are in
constant touch with me. But 1
have yet to finalise my next
move,” he said.

" [he Eeunomic Times
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Five TRS .

Mlnlsters%v

quit in

S. Nagesh Kumar

HYDERABAD: Five Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) Minis-
ters resigned from the Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy Government on
Monday. This brings to an end
’ the party’s 12-month-old uneasy
’ coalition with the Congress in
|

Andhra Pradesh.

Without informing the Chief
Minister, TRS Ministers G. Vi-
jayarama Rao (Civil Supplies), T.
Harish Rao (Youth Services), A
| Chandrasekhar (Minor Irriga-

tion) and V. Laxmikanth Rao
(Backward Classes Welfare)
submitted their letters of resig-
nation to Governor Sushil Ku-
mar Shinde on Monday
afternoon.
! They also handed over a copy
| of the resignation letter of Naini

Narasimha Reddy (Technical
l Education) faxed from Detroit,
| United States, where he is par-
ticipating in a meeting hosted by
the Telugu Association of North
| America.

The Governor reserved his de-
cision as he awaited the Chief
Minister’s opinion. Dr. Raja-
sekhara Reddy, who called on
the Governor minutes after the
TRS Ministers put in their pa-
pers, said he would communi-
cate his view to Mr. Shinde after
weighing the pros and cons. He
was talking to reporters at the
Raj Bhavan where he had gone to
brief the Governor about his trip
to Israel, Egypt and Dubai.

The senior TRS leader, S. San-
tosh Reddy, who holds the
Transport portfolio, refused to
quit the Cabinet. He termed the
decision of TRS president K.
Chandrasekhar Rao asking them
to resign “political brinkman-
ship.” He said this was not the
opportune time for such action.

Before asking him to quit, Mr.
] Chandrasekhar Rao ought to
| have stepped down as Union
| Minister, he said.

2o

A.P.:

One Minister refuses to resA

The TRS leaders, however,
contended that the Minister had
been consulted and that he had
offered to abide by the collective
decision.“It is a matter of one or
two days before he too resigns,”
Mr. Vijayarama Rao said at the
Raj Bhavan.

He blamed Dr. Rajasekhara
Reddy for the crisis accusing him
of acting against the interests of
Telangana and treating the TRS
Ministers in a contemptuous
manner. He said the TRS had no
intention of pulling out of the
Centre, where the UPA Govern-
ment was in power as distinct
from the Congress Government
in Andhra Pradesh. “Moreover,
we have confidence in the lead-
ership of Sonia Gandhi and in
the UPA to deliver a separate
Telangana,” he said.

The TRS leader said they had
been cautioning the Chief Min-
ister for the last six months
against taking decisions detri-
mental to the interests of Te-
langana. These included the
location of Pulichantala project,
attempts to deprive water from
the Pranahita river to Telanga-
na, reviving talks with the naxa-
lites and implementation of GO
610 for repatriation of non-local
employees from Telangana.
“Unfortunately, the Chief Min-
ister brushed us aside yesterday
when he told reporters that itis a
waste of time to talk to us,” he
said.

The withdrawal of support by
the junior coalition partner with
26 MLAs is unlikely to affect the
stability of the Government as
the Congress enjoys a majority
of 185 in the 294-member As-
sembly. All the other parties in
the House, barring the TDP (46)
and the BJP (2), support the YSR
Government,

No going back, says TRS
chief: Page 12

s/
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x-CMs get the boot
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T hackeray expels Ra e AGP axe on’
Mahanta

MUMBAL, July 3. — Shiv Sena chief
Mr Bal Thackeray today expelled the
Opposition leader in the Maharashtra
Assembly, Mr Narayan Rane, from the
party. The expulsion comes a day after
the former chief minister expressed his
intention to step down as party leader in

- the Assembly.

Announcing the expulsion, Mr
Thackeray said Mr Rane should also
resign from the Assembly because he
was elected on a Sena ticket. “While
announcing his decision to step down as
party leader, Mr Rane had talked about
his ‘self-respect’ being above everything
else. If he has any self-respect, then he
should also resign his Assembly seat,”
the Sena chief told reporters after
addressing a meeting of party legislators
and office-bearers here today.

Explaining  his  decision, Mr
Thackeray said: “Mr Rane suddenly
took the decision (to quit as party
leader). He has betrayed the party. He
began a show of strength... people were
threatened. I cannot tolerate gangster-
ism in the Sena.”

Mr Thackeray, who was flanked by his
son and Sena executive president
Uddhav and nephew Raj, said Mr
Rane’s exit would not be a setback for
the party. “We have become immune to
jolts... I am not bothered about the con-

. sequences. Whatever has to happen

would happen,” he added.

Initial indication suggested that Mr
Rane would walk over to the NCP, When
asked if he thought any other political
party or leader was behind Mr Rane’s
move, Mr Thackeray said: “May be, may
be not.” To a more specific question
whether NCP chief Mr Sharad Pawar
was behind Mr Rane’s action, the Sena
supremo said: “If there is indeed some-
body, then you know who that person is.”

Mr Rane blamed Mr Uddhav
Thackeray, and his coterie of running

QAN,

\ ?Qgﬁ

Son factor

MUMBA, July 3. —
Narayan Rane today
launched a stinging
attack on Mr Bal
Thackeray, alleging his
love for his son (Uddhav)
has “scored over
| everything else”. He also
accused Uddhav and his
aides, Mr Milind Narvekar and Mr Subhas
Desai, of “conspiring” against him for the past
four to five years. Mr Rane said: “Uddhavjis
great leadership ensured that the Sena-BJP
lost power in the Assembly polls.” Mr Rane
claimed the support of 20 MLAs and five MPs.
— SNS

the party as an autocratic organisation.
He added that the organisation that was
launched by Mr Bal Thackeray on 19
June 1966 was defunct. “Yes I have
rebelled against Mr Uddhav Thackeray
and his caucus. The Shiv Sena these
days is a three-member party.” Mr
Rane, however, said he would abide by
the Sena chief’s directive to quit as
MLA, but he would do so on the first
day of the Assembly’s monsoon session
on 11 July.

Police today had to intervene to avert
a clash between supporters of Mr
Uddhav Thackeray and Mr Rane.

With Mr Rane’s ¢xpulsion barely a
week before the monsoon session, the
Shiv Sena faces a piquant situation of
appointing an Opposition leader.

In New Deihi, Mr DP Tripathi, NCP
general-secretary in-charge of Mah-
arashtra, said Mr Rane was welcome to
join the party.

Mr Rane himself denied that he was
planning to join the NCP. Sources said
Mr Rane had had at least three meet-
ings with Mr Pawar.

The Congress said the Shiv Sena was
heading for a split, but side-stepped
questions whether Mr Rane would join
the party.

s

GUWAHATIL, July
3. — The Asom
Gana  Parishad.
founder-president
and former chief
minister, Mr Pra-
fulla Kumar Ma-
hanta, was tonight §
expelled from the
party,  capping
months of strained relations between
him and the present AGP leadership
and throwing the party into turmoil.

The AGP executive committee
approved the expulsion of Mr
Mabhanta, who was the chief minister
of Assam twice, for airing his views
against the party leadership publicly,
the party general secretary, Mr Hiten
Goswami told reporters after a two-
hour meeting of the committee. He
said although some members differed
on the action to be taken against Mr
Mahanta at the end it was a “unam-
mous” decision.

Earlier, the party’s steering com-
mittee, the highest decision-making
body, decided to expel Mr Mahanta.

Four Mahanta loyalists — Mr Gunin
Hazarika, Mr Bubul Das, Mr Sahidul
Alam Choudhury and Mr Utpal Dutta
— were served show-cause notices for
attending a political convention organ-
ised by Mr Mahanta’s lobby. Political
fortunes of Mr Mahanta started plum-
meting after he found himself mired in
a bigamy scandal in the aftermath of
party’s debacle in the 2001 Assembly
elections.

Today’s development has virtually
set the stage for a split in the party a
second time. Mr Mahanta had earlier
threatened to float a new party in case
of a harsh decision against him.




BASAPARA (Birbhum),
July 27 — After emerging
as the major anti-Left
force in the recently held
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration elections, the Trina-

mul. chief Miss Mamata .

Bannerjee is gradually get-
ting into her attacking
mood just before the As-
sembly polls that is sched-
uled next year.

This was evident when
Miss Bannerjee describing
the CPI-M as “the killer of
democracy,” urged the
people to put up a strong

fight against the party in

the next Assembly polls.
She was addressing a rally
in Basapdra in Birbhum’s
Nanoor police station area
where she recalled the in-
cident in which 11 landless

farmers had been alleged-
ly by the CPI-M cadres on
27 July, 2000.

The rally was visibly the
largest that the Trinamul
chief has attended outside
Kolkata in the recent past.
After the rally, political
observers feel that her
rank is swelling again.
Miss Bannerjee appeared

10 be in one of her aggres-

sive moods ~the first time
since the party’s set back
in the last Lok Sabha polls.

This would certainly cause -

some sleepless nights to
the LF camp before the
poils.

She held the state gov-
ernment _responsible for
the delay of the Nanoor
massacre trial. “Five years
have passed since 11 peo-
ple were brutally killed

“here. But the accused are
“still moving around scot

e
free The trial dates have
been postponed 16 times
owing to the tactics adop-
ted by the CPI-M for sav-
ing its accused cadres. But
the state government has
done nothing to speed up
the trial process.”

““The state government
should remember that the
Best Bakery case has been

-shifted to a different state

to ensure the speedy dis-
posal of the case. The wit-
nesses of the Nanoor case
are being Trepeatedly
threatened. Even a life-
taking attempt has been
made on the prime witness
Abdul Khalek. If the trial
is not completed soongwe
will launch an agitation
throughout the state.”
The Trinamul chief also
asnounced a series of pro-
grammes that would be
launched in the state from

Marg;ata in attack mode

next month. “On 9 August
Gandhiji started the Quit
India movement and on
that day we would launch
an agitation in every block
of the state. On 15 August
we would organise an agi-
tation demanding the ba-
sic rights of the people
that have been trampled in
the red era,” Miss Banne-
jee announced. ‘
- She added that the Tri-

namul would undertake
public relation activities
after the pujas. “This is
necessary because people
have to be made .aware
about the 'situation _pre-
vailing in the state,” she
added. Miss Banncrjee
concluded her speech by
announcing that the Trina-
mul would not enter into
any alliance with the Con-

.gress in the next assembly

polls.
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“Trinamul salvo against Subrata

KOLKATA, July 7. — The Trinamul
Congress today decided to launch a
counter-attack  against former
Kolkata Mayor and Trinamul MLA
Mr Subrata Mukherjee, for his at-
tempt to “arm-twist” the party by

working for the cancellation of the

membership of Mr Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay from the state legis-
lative Assembly.

Mr Mukherjee had yesterday writ-
ten to the Assembly Speaker, Mr
HA Halim, urging him to cancel Mr
Chattopadhyay’s membership for
“illegally” drawing salary from the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
while simultaneously enjoying an
MLAYs allowance.

Mr Mukul Roy, Trinamul general
secretary, said that if anybody is to
be punished, it is Mr Mukherjee
who as Mayor had allowed Mr Chat-
terjee to withdraw his salary from

08 J 290

o G Dig at Didi

KOLKATA, July 7. — Mr Ashok
Bhattacharya today said; "l give
cradit to Mr Subrata Mukherjee for
carrying out his duty for four years
and nine months under the aegis of
an indisciplined party headed by an
indisciplined leader”,

Only one out of 12 Trinamul
legisiators present in the House
spoke out in protest. — SNS

the KMC where he worked as
a sergeant.

“If the Speaker is convinced that
Mr Chattopadhyay, who is our par-
ty’s chief whip in the Assembly, has
committed any wrong by drawing his
salary as a KMC employee, he is free
to take action.

But the former Mayor is to be
punished first for conniving at what
he now discovers an offence, though

we don’t think any illegality is in-

THE STATESMAN

q/ The Trinamul, he said, believes Mr
M

ukherjee has taken the move to in-

timidate the party which has ap-

pealed to the High Court to issue di-

rections to the Speaker for cancel-

ling his membership from the House
on the ground that he can’t be a Tri- |
namul MLA after having contested ‘
1

volved,” Mr Roy said. ]
|

the KMC elections on the symbol of
the Nationalist Congress Party. |
The Trinamul today charged the
Speaker with acting in a partisan
manner vis-a-vis Mr Mukherjee by
sitting over the party's letter de-
manding the cancellation of his ]
membership. “We were forced to |
move the court after the Speaker |
tried to shield Mr Mukherjee as a |
quid pro quo for helping the CPI-M
by queering the pitch for the Trina-
mul in the KMC poll,” Mr Roy said.
The Trinamul will see to it that the j
CPI-M’s “agents” stand exposed as |
they have no place in the party, he J

added. i
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" AGP divide is
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N
.
Ty

Left to right: Assam Chief Minister and s

By Bijay Sankar Bora-

ssam Chief Minister

Tarun Gogoi and the

ruling Congress are

elighted to see

their arch rival in state poli-

tics, the Asom Gana Parishad

fighting more within itself

than training its guns on gov-

emnment and the Congress,

especially when Assembly

elections are less than a year
away.

Sharp internal and intense-
ly personal differences contin-
ue to dog the regional party
which emerged in the political
arena in 1985 with a promise
to inject young blood in the
state’s political life after a six-
movement  against
leged immigrants and set-
ers from Bangladesh.

But in four elections since
then, the AGP has won twice,
the Congress twice and the
way things are heading, the
Congress appears to be in the
driver’s seat. Knives were out
within the party against for-
mer Chief Minister and
founder party president,
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, in
2001 after the poll disaster
and tie-up with the BJP which
came a huge cropper.

Mr Mahanta was made the
scapegoat for the disaster and
a search for a leader with a
clean image was launched by
his detractors. The battle
" within was spiced up by

bigamy charges against Mr

Mahanta, which further

demoralised the party (it led

also to ugly scenes splashed
across the media involving his
wife and a woman friend).
Sobered by the unexpected
defeat, Mr Mahanta who was
intolerant of criticism from
party colleagues during his
days in power, quit and made
way for Brindabon Goswami,

AGP’s crisis management

man, who took over as interim

president.

oS

Mr Goswami was elected
president last year defeating
Mr Mahanta easily during the
party’s general conference
held in Tezpur, another stun-
ning setback for the portly and
balding former Chief Minister
who was one .of a.duo. The
other, Bhrigu Phukan, general
secretary of the powerful All
Assam Students’ Union, was
No. 2 when Mr Mahanta was
AASU president. These two
men were the most visible
faces of the Assam anti-immi-
grant movement which elec-
trified India in the 1980s.

The seeds of the squabbles

in the AGP were sown the day
Mr Goswami was named
interim chief. He and Mr
Mahanta were never friends
but not sworn enemies. Mr
Mahanta is known to nurture
a grudge against Mr Goswami
for being among those who
had split the party in 1991 only
to return to its fold after a few
years. Mr Goswami was mar-
ginalised during Mr
Mabhanta’s control of the party
and the state between 1996-
2001.

After taking charge, Mr
Goswami declared his priority
of rejuvenating the party and
“correcting” the mistakes of
the previous leadership.
Unwilling to risk their careers,
Mr Mahanta’s fair weather
friends began leaving his side.
Mr Goswami and his group
took advantage of what they
saw as public annoyance — in
a slowly liberalising but yet
largely conservative social
structure — at Mr Mahanta
for his alleged “misdeeds” in
his personal and public life.

A systematic effort to push
the wily former party boss to
the background was launched
with a campaign to reconsti-

tute party units from the
grassroots to the apex levels,
an exercise to sideline Mr
Mahanta’s supporters. His pa-
tience running low, Mr
Mahanta fought back, realis-
ing that his political career
was at stake.

He attacked the way Mr
Goswami was leading the
party to “doom”. In doing so,
he found moral support from
the most unexpected quarter,
his comrade of the Assam agi-
tation days, Bhrigu Phukan,
once a sharp rival who
rejoined the AGP after a spell
in the wilderness just before

last year’s Lok Sabha polls.

They overcame their differ-
ences and ego tussles, finding
a common enemy in Mr
Goswami who they viewed as
Machiavellian and deter-
mined to undermine them in
the name of “rebuilding” the
AGP. Both Mr Phukan and
Mr Mahanta were served
show-cause notices on charges
of embarrassing the party and
hurting its public image. Mr
Mahanta was even barred
from attending any party
meeting outside his own
Assembly constituency and
stripped of all party posts.

The party finally decided to
pardon both men after they
had explained their positions
but Mr Mahanta was not
given back his posts, an
attempt to prevent the two
from teaming up against Mr
Goswami. Things looked
calm, at least on the surface.

Then simmering tensions
have erupted again, damaging
the party’s unity and chances
as it prepares for the next
Assembly polls. Nothing
could have suited Tarun
Gogoi and his party managers
better.

v/

r

tate Congress president Tarun Gogoi; AGP president Brindabon Goswami and AGP founder
president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta: Daggers drawn.

Last week, the party’s steer-
ing committee decided to
serve another show-cause on
Mr Mahanta. This time he
was charged with criticising
many leaders, including his
bete noire, Mr Goswami, in a
television interview. The for-
mer Chief Minister has been
asked to explain why discipli-
nary action should not be
taken against him.

Even as Mr Mahanta waits
to respond, the AGP leader-
ship has got approval from a
majority of its district units to
take action against the party’s
founder president if he failed
to give a satisfactory explana-
tion. The AGP is teetering on
the verge of a split for at least
six district committees have
opposed any stern action
against Mr Mahanta and
favoured an “amicable” settle-
ment. Mr Mahanta has said
he wants to strengthen the
party to challenge the
Congress in the elections,
aware of the reality that a
divided AGP has little chance
of capturing power. This, in
turn, would further margin-
alise him and Assam has
rarely been kind to breakaway
leaders of major parties. The
party is in disarray, its workers
and supporters are confused
and its rivals, including the
BJP, otherwise a weak con-
tender in the elections, are
watching with glee as time
ticks away.

Another dream, of a sus-
tainable regional party which
would present issues at the
national level and rule locally,
but which has been tainted
and damaged over the years,
is in tatters. The question is
whether the AGP leadership
can repair the damage and
move forward. At the
moment, that seems rather
unlikely.

(The author is The
Statesman’s Special Represent-
ative in Guwahati)



Trinamul targets MLA Subrata

Statesman News Service T i

KOLKATA, May 24. — Keeping alive
its fight with the mayor, the Trinamul
Congress today submitted a petition
to the Speaker, urging him to cancel
Mr Subrata Mukherjee’s membership
of the Legislative Assembly.

Mr Pankaj Bancrijce. leader of the
Opposition, said in the petition to
Mr HA Halim that Mr Mukherjee
had won the last Assembly poll on a
Trinamul ticket, but now he had
decided to contest the election to
the Kolkata Municipal Corporation
in Ward 87 as a candidate for the

25 MAY 2005

Congress Unnayan Manch, a con-
stituent of the newly-floated United
Democratic Alliance.

Mr Mukherjee’s action shows he
has “dissociated himself from the
party on who'’s ticket he won the
Assembly poll, the Trinamul argues,

The petition urged the Speaker to
cancel Mr Mukherjee’s membership
according to the provisions of the
People’s Representation Act. “We
have also referred to Supreme Court
cases to justify our stand,” Mr
Banerjee said.

Ironically. Mr Mukherjee fought

'the KMC poli on a Trinamul ticket

when he was a Congress MLA. The

THE STATESMAN

Congress had thcn 'efée a similar |
petition to the Specaker. However,
beforc any action copld be taken,
thc Assembly elections were held
and Mr Mukherjee won as a
Trinamul candidate.

The Speaker will now have to ascer-
tain the facts from Mr Mukherjec and
ask him to explain his position. This is
a time-consuming process which will
give the mayor ample opportunitics
to frustrate the Trinamul’s attempt to
get even with him.

Mr Halim assured the Trinamul
delegation that he would expedite
the inquiry and that he personally
abhorred the politics of defection.
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Arunava Ghosh submits

' resignation to Mama

g o0

Statesman News Semce G I

KOLKATA, May 17. Trinamul
Congress leader Mr Arunava Ghosh today
submitted his resignation from the party
and as a Trinamul MLA, protesting
against the nomination of the wives of iwo
“tainted” councillors of Salt Lake munici-
pality for the Bidhannagar municipal elec-
tion.

Mr Ghosh sent both letters to party
chief Miss Mamata Banerjee. While the
first is addressed to her and states the rea-
sons for his resignation from the party, the
second is addressed to Mr Hashim Abdul
Halim, Speaker of the West Bengal
Assembly, and deals with his resignation
as an MLA. He has urged Miss Banerjee
to submit the sccond letter to the Speaker.

Mr Ghosh has written: “Since [ was
elected on an AITC ticket in the 2001
Assembly election, 1 feel that it would be
proper for me to tender my resignation as
a member of the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly and as such I am sending here-
with an undated resignation letter,
addressed to the Speaker of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly which you

18 MAY 2005

can pass on at your convenicnce by putt
the appropriate date.”

After having threatencd to quxt on

Friday on the issuc of the “tainted” candi-
dates, Mr Ghosh said he had waited il
this afternoon to see if Miss Baneriec
would change her mind, today being the
last date for the filing of nominations for
the Salt Lake municipal polis. He found
that his request had been turned down by
the Trinamul chief.

“I am not joining any party now. Minc is
a wait-and-watch policy,” Mr Ghosh insist-
ed when queried about his plans.

While Miss Banerjee agreed to drop Ms
Gopa Banerjee and replace her with Mr
Anupam Dutta in Ward 3, she went ahead
with her decision to nominate the wives of
Mr Ujjwal Das and Mr Sabyasachi Dutta.
According to Mr Ghosh, there are integri-

ty-related question marks against their '

names and that he had received several
complaints against them. Mr Ghosh had
raised this issue while discussing seat allot-
ments with the Trinamul chief a week ago.

When contacted, Miss Banerjee said she
had not yet gone through the letters as she
was busy campaigning and would com-
ment on them later.

MSTATESMA"
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Arunava to qulg if
Mamata okays .,
Mesplcable trio

m &oikata

May 13. — Though advised by party colleagues not to
take any hasty decision, Mr Arunava Ghosh is apparent-
ly firm on resigning from the Trinamul Congress and as
party MLA if Ms Mamata Banerjee goes ahead and
nominates three leaders with “questionable integrity”
for the Salt Lake municipal polls.

Salt Lake municipality will go to the polls on 19 June,
the day on which the KMC elections are also to be held.

Mr Ghosh'’s ire against his party chief follows a meeting
between the two on Wednesday night. While discussing
the nomination issue, Mr Ghosh told Ms Banerjee that
she should not nominate councillors or their wives from
wards 2, 3 and 10. Ms Gopa Banerjee, Mr Ujjwal Das and
Mr Sabyasachi Dutta are the sitting councillors from
these wards (respectively). Ms Gopa Banerjee wants to
seek re-election, while Mr Das and Dutta want their wives
be nominated from wards 3 and 10.

Mr Ghosh’s contention is that there are several ques-
tion marks against the three councillors and that the
Trinamul Congress earned a bad name in Salt Lake
because of the trio. At this, Ms Banerjee reportedly told
Mr Ghosh that she would replace Ms Banerjee but had
already assured the other two that their wives would be
given party tickets. “The party working committee has
taken the decision,” Ms Banerjee told Mr Ghosh, the
latter said.

On repeated queries, Mr Ghosh admitted to The Sta-
tesman: “1 told her that then it wouldn’t be possible for
me to stay in the Trinamul.” Miss Banerjee, incidentally,
has deferred announcement of the Trinamul’s candidate

When asked whether he was thinking of joining any
other political outfit, Mr Ghosh said: “I am keeping my
options open. Let’s see what Mamata does.”

14 WY 2005 P



"Sovandeb will
take on Mayor

Key

Contests

Sovandeb
Chattopadhyay
vs Subrata
Mukherjee.
The trade
union rivals
will fight it
outin

WARD 87

Partha
Chatterjee vs
Bikash
Bhattacharjee
(photo
above). The
Left’s mayoral
candidate will
face a tough
challenger in

WARD 100

12 MaY 2008

9@

WITH LESS than 40 days to go for
the KMC polls, Mamata Banerjee
today announced the Trinamool
list of candidates, assigning all
key players designated roles and
pegging her entire game plan on
close man-marking.

Thus, in ward 87, Rashbehari
MLA and Trinamool chief whip
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay will be
taking on Mayor Subrata Mukher-
jee. In ward 100, the party will
field Partha Chatterjee against
Bikash Ranjan

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 11

W

would contest 118 of the KMC’s
141 seats, with the BJP and other
NDA allies fighting the rest. The
other Trinamool contestants
would include MLA Sonali Guha,
former MLA and state Youth Con-
gress president Sanjay Bakshi,
former councillor Tarak Singh,
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, students’
wing leader Baishanar Chatter-
jee and all sitting MICs who had
fought on Trinamool tickets in
the 2000 polls.

“We have finalised the names
of our candidates for all but two
wards, 118 and 138. We will decide
about these very

Bhattacharjee, the
CPI(M)’s mayoral
candidate,

The idea is: So-
vandeb, with his
following in the
city’s blue-collar
workforce as head

soon. This time,
: we are fielding
candidates  who
are familiar with
the people in their
wards. And for a
change, we have
also nominated a

of the Tri-

namool’s trade union wing,
would be the best bet against the
mayor’s formidable clout as Intuc
chief. Likewise, Partha Chatter-
jee, the suave, smooth-talking for-
mer GM (personnel) of Andrew
Yule, would be the right candi-
date against the urbane, articu-
late lawyer in Bikash.

The Mayor, though, doesn’t see
any threat from any of this. He
will campaign even outside his
constituency to drum up support
for fellow candidates.

“Why should I be intimidated
by Sovandeb? Let Mamata herself
campaign in my area; it won't
make any difference. I have
worked in my ward for all five
years and spent crores of rupees
on development. My voters will
not let me down,” he said.

Earlier, announcing her list,
Mamata said the Trinamool

-t

AR ENS T 1:,TI‘N

number of MLAs
to contest the civic polls. I think
we will give our rivals a big sur-
prise and win the KMC polls,”
Mamata said.

Asked about her mayoral can-
didate, Mamata said, “Ours is a
collective effort. Individuals don’t
count. The mayor’s name will be
announced only after the KMC
board is formed.” Insiders said in
the event of a Trinamool win, ei-
ther Sovandeb or Partha or Ajit
Panja, the party’s candidate from
ward 63, would be chosen mayor.

Saugata Roy and Madan Mitra
wouldn’t be in the race. When the
Trinamool Working Committee
met this morning at Mamata’s
residence to finalise the list, the
two leaders said they wouldn’t
contest the polls.

8 IN KOLKATA LIVE Mayor’s list
soon, Rahul Gandhi to campahgn/
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'MAMATA'S LINE-UP

MAMATA BANERJEE is angry
and planning total war. Angry be-
cause the mayor and the CPI(M)
have said that the battle for
Kolkata will be won and lost be-
tween them — as if the Trinamool
is nowhere on the scene. And total
war because with the NDA out of
power at the Centre and the
CPIM) entrenched at Writers’,
only a thumping win in the KMC
polls can ensure her a toehold in
state politics. i

So it's now or never. Mamata
must field all her big guns to give
the “pretender” a run for his
money and show the CPI(M) who
is the boss in Kolkata.

Therefore, unlike the Con-
gress, which isn’t fielding any of
its heavyweight leaders, the Tri-
namool chief has called up her
entire army — right from the old,
much-decorated general to the
young, enterprising corporal.

Also, unlike the Congress,
which will name some of its can-
didates on Wednesday, the Tri-
namool will keep its troops pro-
file under wraps till the last mo-
ment, keeping the enemy camp
guessing as long as possible.

But insiders said the army
would include MLAs, councillors
and chiefs of frontal wings.

“The idea is to win. And for
this, all of us will have to chip in
and give the mayor’s front and the
CPI(M) fitting lessons. My candi-
dates are being picked according
to their popularity in their areas;
all should win,” Mamata said.

Prominent among the names,
sources said, were Ajit Panja, So-
vandeb Chattopadhyay, Saugata
Roy, Partha Chatterjee and Sonali
Guha. Others likely to join the fray
are Sanjay Bakshi, Madan Mitra,

14 MAY 2805

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Panja, Saugata, Sonali, Sovandeb

Tarak Singh, Tamanash Ghosh,
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar and Avik
Banerjee, the mayor’s former PA.

But who will take on the mayor
in ward 87?

“We can’t name him right now.
It could be Sovandeb Chattopad-
hyay, even Avik,” party general
secretary Partha Chatterjee said.

As for the candidate against
the CPI(M)s mayoral nominee,
Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharjee in
ward 100, Partha Chatterjee or
Saugatia Roy could be the Tri-
namool’s man. “But since Partha
is seeking to contest from ward
118, we might pit Saugata against
Bikash,” a leader said. “Inciden-
tally, we aren’t projecting any
mayoral candidate this time.”

The Congress, on the other
hand, isn’t fielding any MLAs.
PCC working president Pradip
Bhattacharya says if’s not neces-
sary. “We will probably contest 80
to 90 seats. Subrata and his team
will contest in 40 or so, with our
allies fighting the rest.”

See also Kolkata Live
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Didi vs the Mayor:
Showdown today

Rival Trmamool camps hit the

road in the battle for Kolka\ta1

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 7

AFTER DAYs of wary vigil
and sniping from rooftops,
the battle for Kolkata will en-
ter the street-level phase on
Sunday with the Trinamool,
Mayor Subrata Mukherjee’s
Unnayan Mancha and the
CPI(M) set to fire their first
shots at about the same time.

While Mukherjee will hold
his rally at the University In-
stitute Hall with Congress
heavyweights Pranab Mukher-
jee, A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choud-
hury, PR. Das Munshi and
Somen Mitra on the dais, Ma-
mata Banerjee will hit the
campaign trail with a counter
rally at Behala and tell voters
that the credit for Kolkata’s de-
velopment shouldn’t go to any
“turncoat” Mayor but to the
Trinamool think tank.

The CPI(M), too, will
launch its campaign from
mayoral candidate Bikash
Bhattacharya’s constituency
at Bansdroni, in south
Kolkata, where Anil Biswas
will tell his audience neither
Mamata nor the Mayor de-
serve their their votes. If
Kolkata is a better, cleaner
and more happening city to-

-
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day, the credit should go to the
Left-ruled government.

Both Mamata and Subrata
will have to gun for the
CPI(M), their stated common
enemy. It was perhaps with
this is in mind that the Mayor
sent an invite to Mamata on
Saturday, asking her to be
present at the Unnayan Man-
cha rally and “lead the anti-
CPI(M) front.” “I know you
too are anti-CPI(M). We urge
you to attend our rally,” the
letter said.

But Trinamool leaders did-
n’t attach much significance to
the invitation, except as a

-“failed” bid to persuade the vot-

er that the Mayor hadn’t played
info the CPI(M)’s hands.

There was also a fare meas-
ure of drama over this invita-
tion, with office-bearers at
Trinamool Bhavan refusing
to accept the letter and lead-
ers at Mamata’s residence re-
ceiving it, unaware that it had
come from the Mayor himself.
Mamata’s aides though were
emphatic that Didi wouldn’t
attend the Mayor’s rally. All
three parties will surely try
every trick in their bags —
until the voter speaks his
mind on June 19, that is.

See also Kolkata Live

Mamata will hit
the road with a
rally at Behala to
tell voters'that
the credit for
Kolkata’s
development -
shouldn't go to
any “turncoat”
Mayor




Subrata sails with Somen sally

N A

KOLKATA, May 5. — When
Miss Mamata Banerjee is still in
search of her mayoral candidate
for Kolkata, the mayor, Mr
Subrata Mukherjee, today sp-
rang a surprise by proposing that
Congress strongman and MLA,
Mr Somen Mitra contest as an
Opposition alliance candidate in
a Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration ward. Mr Mukherjee
and Mr Mitra, and to a lesser
extent Mr Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi, go back a long way
in terms of both their personal
and political relationships, with
the troika having emerged as the
Congress’ youth leadership in
the 1970s.

Mr Mukherjee when pressed
on whether Mr Mitra’s candida-
ture was “settled”, was non-com-
mittal about who would finally
be projected as the mayoral can-
didate of the new alliance to be
christened the Progressive
Democratic Party. The mayor,
incidentally, is in all likelihood
going to stand for re-election
from ward 87.

But the attempt to rope in Mr
Mitra as the alliance candidate is

B& MAY 2005

bemgk‘een more ;s ploﬁ”

have the Congress throw its full
weight behind the rebel
Trinamul Congress leaders who
have floated the West Bengal
Unnayan Congress Manch that
will fight the KMC poll as PDP
candidates.

And while today seemed to
be a day for making up with old
friends for the mayor, it didn’t
prevent him from taking pot-
shots at former colleagues. “If
the party takes disciplinary
action against me for my ideo-
logical stand, I am the last per-
son to weep at a Press confer-
ence the way Mr Ajit Panja did
when he had been suspended
by Miss Banerjee,” he said. Mr
Panja broke down at a media
meet soon after he was sus-
pended from the party at Miss
Banerjee’s behest for criticising
her decision to quit the NDA
government. Miss Banerjee,
incidentally, is considering Mr
Panja 4s the party’s mayoral
candidate. The mayor iterated
that he  hadn’t quit the
Trinamul. “I've floated the
Manch to unite the Opposition
against the CPI-M.”

To prove that he is not hand
in glove with the Left Front as

s,

MAN

No renomination

KOLKATA, May 5. — The CPI-M
today ruled out re-nominating Mr-
Dilip Gupta for the Bidhannagar
municipal polls. He is the chairman
of the municipality. Party ieaders
discussed the issue at a meeting
held at Indira Bhavan, the residence
of Mr Jyoti Basu. Mr Gupta was
elected for two consecutive terms
from Ward No. 15 of the municipality.
The meeting was chaired by Mr
Basu and attended, among others,
by Mr Anil Biswas. — SNS

Details on Kolkata Plus

alleged by the Trinamul, the
mayor mocked the claim by the
CPI-M state secretary, Mr Anil
Biswas, that the Marxists can
“remove the mayor in five min-
utes”. “He should know I con-
tinue to command the majority
support in KMC and no
Marxist can dislodge me from
the mayor’s office. Political
pyrotechnics over, a delegation
of the Manch, the NCP and the
PDS met the state election
commissioner and Mr Bikram
Sarkar, NCP state president,
said his party would authorise
the new alliance to use its
reserved symbol, a clock.
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Bouncing back

Ca [} l Y
~ Instyle ..
he victory of Chief Minister Jayalalithaa’s All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in two As-
sembly by-elections in Tamil Nadu is a stunning
upset no psephologist would have dared predict. It
is a shake-up call to the opposition Democratic Progressive
Alliance, which was banking heavily on conventional electo-
ral arithmetic. Within a year of the 14th general election,
which turned out to be a one-horse race in Tamil Nadu, the
AIADMK recovered lost ground by learning, and acting on,
the appropriate lessons. To the credit of Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa, many ‘economic reforms’ perceived to be anti-
people were rolled back, and punitive measures against
State Government employees were reversed without batting
an eyelid. Normality in relations with the Press was restored
seamlessly. The margins of victory in the two Assembly
constituencies — 27,162 in Gummidipoondi and 17,648 in
Kancheepuram — show a big swing in favour of the AIADMK
from May 2004. In the first constituency, there was a swing
of 21.20 percentage points away from the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and a 22.42 point swing towards the State’s ruling
party. In Kancheepuram, the swing was less marked with the
DPA suffering a negative swing of 12.92 points and the
AIADMK gaining 14.47 points. Does alliance arithmetic of-
fer any clue? The paradoxical answer is that while the
seven-party DPA remains intact, the AIADMK lost its only
‘major’ ally in the Lok Sabha election, a distinctly minor
league and marginalised Bharatiya Janata Party, during the
intervening period.

In the coming days several explanations will be proposed
for the dramatic upset in the two by-elections; excuses will
be offered by the losers, as they were in May 2004. However,
no explanation or excuse can take away from the central fact
that there has been a change in the ground situation. A
feature of these by-elections was the sharply higher voter
turnout, with Gummidipoondi recording more than 76 per
cent polling and Kancheepuram almost 70 per cent. The
no-nonsense monitoring of the poll process by the Election
Commission ensured there were no credible complaints of
bogus voting. Interestingly, the grievances of the Opposition
parties relate to “misuse of the official machinery,” not to
bogus voting or booth capturing. While the DPA may down-
play the implications of the by-election outcome for the
2006 Assembly contest, the results in the two constituencies
can only mean that the AIADMK on its own may well pose a
stiff challenge to the DMK-led front. True, alliances play a
less important role in by-elections than in a State-wide
contest where the smaller parties also have a stake, but this
does not explain the AIADMK’s making up a huge popular
deficit in a year. A handicap for the DMK might have been its
inability to take advantage of the ‘anti-incumbency factor’:
the AIADMK made an effective campaign issue of the per-
formance of the Union Ministers of the DPA in the United
Progressive Alliance Government at the Centre.

For Ms. Jayalalithaa, there is a déjd vu in this; her party
has revealed an impressive ability to face adversity and
change the ground situation within months of suffering an
electoral rout. In 1989, her group within the AIADMK fin-
ished way behind the DMK in the Assembly election, but she
was able, following a merger with the rival group, to wrest
two Assembly seats within six months. Not only that, she
followed this up with a revival of the alliance with the
Congress and swept the Lok Sabha contest in Tamil Nadu
later in the year. Similarly, after the debacle of the 1996
general election, in which Ms. Jayalalithaa lost her Assemb-
ly seat, she led the ATADMK to a surprise win in the 1998 Lok
Sabha election. Much was at stake for the Chief Minister in
the latest by-elections, especially in Kancheepuram where
the Opposition and also her former ally, the BJP, attributed
political motives to the arrest of the Kanchi Sankaracharya,
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi, and others in the Sankararaman
murder case. The Hindu Mahasabha, which made the arrests
a campaign issue, lost its deposit. The ATADMK’s emphatic
victory over an alliance that was arithmetically unbeatable
on paper is a political achievement by any yardstick.
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Split in Trinamul

R cyT b
¥ \"\',_v" Perpetuating Mamisj misrule &

Marxigt mandarins of Alimuddin Street must be laughing
at the way Mamata Banerjee and Subrata Mukherjee are
handing over the Kolkata Municipal Corporation to them on
a platter, well before the 19 June civic poll. It will not be
KMC alone but several civic bodies in 81 towns in West
Bengal, including Salt Lake, where the two, will ensure an
easy electoral victory for the Marxists. Both should know this
fully well and how the civic poll will have a direct bearing on
next year’s state assembly elections. Their words and deeds
suggest that they are helping the Marxists to perpetuate their
rule in West Bengal. Many citizens want a viable, and clean
non-Left alternative to emerge, to deal with the chronic
problems of unemployment, economic backwardness and
deteriorating standards of education and health care,
among other ills. Trinamul Congress’s success in the KMC,
which is already the envy of civic bodies of Indian met-
ros and also financial institutions, has given rise to con-
siderable hope that the Opposition outfit has the
potential to replace the Marxists in the state. But Subrata, by
splitting the Trinamul Congress on Tuesday, seems to have
dashed these hopes.

The timing has given rise to numerous questions about real
personal and political intentions. He will queer the electoral
pitch of other Opposition parties as well, as this is certainly
going to give birth to new political arrangements, which will
further divide and weaken the Opposition and help Marxists
wrest not only the KMC but other bodies. All this despite the
Opposition’s unanimous view that the only way the Marxists
can be defeated is by having either an informal seat
sharing arrangement among non-Left parties or a formal
grouping,.

Mamata is no less to blame for the split in the Trinamul as
she seems unable to tolerate Subrata’s success. The mayor
has given financial stability and a modern image to KMC. His
Marxist predecessors, Prasanta Sur, Kamal Basu and Pra-
santa Chatterjee were, in comparison, ineffectual. Instead of
reining him in when necessary, Mamata belittles his achieve-
ments and abuses him personally. This is no way to defeat the
well-entrenched Marxists. Mamata and Subrata are only
inviting disaster for themselves and for the opposition.
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KOLKATA, April 26. —
Mr Subrata Mukherjee
tonight launched the West
Bengal Unnayan Congress
Manch, virtually splitting
the Trinamul Congress.
Ten Trinamul MLAs and
10 councillors, including
five Mayor-in-Council me-
mbers, attended the din-
ner the mayor hosted to
form the manch.

The revolting Trinamul
leaders were paraded on a
dais outside the dinner
venue where Mr
Mukherjee formally anno-
unced what he called a
“historical, political deci-
sion”. Two others, who
pledged their support in
writing, couldn’t make it to
the dinner owing to family
commitments, he said.

Drawing a parallel with
Jayaprakash  Narayan’s
movement, the mayor said:
“What JP did to unite
Opposition parties, we
have tried to replicate in a
minuscule form so that we
can respond to the peo-

splits

8 o o

rata
anch

ple’s wishes to rid the state
of the CPI-M which has
imposed a corrupt and dic-
tatorial regime.”

Mr Mukherjee said he
would have been happier
had Miss Mamata Ban-
erjee herself launched su-
ch a forum to unite anti-
CPI-M forces.

The manch will first
contest the KMC poll and
then the Assembly elec-
tions next year. It will use
the Tricolour with the
party’s election symbol
embossed on it and will
apply for the allotment of
a fixed symbol. The manch
will soon be turned into a
party, Mr Mukherjee said.

“If the Trinamul leader-
ship takes any disciplinary
action, it will take us only ..
few minutes to deal with
such a situation,” he said.

While Mr Ambica
Banerjee, MLA, has been
made the manch chair-
man, Mr Mukherjee is its
convenor. The MLAs and
councillors are executive
committee members.

Another report on
Kolkata Plus I
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“Rift widens as mayor

plans mahajot m

Arindam Sarkar \&f\/\ ‘}/Aé\b\

Kolkata, April 22

THE TRINAMOOL on Friday
lurched further towards a formal
split with the party’s working com-
mittee deciding at a closed-door
meeting to fight the June 19 civic
polls in alliance with
the BJP and more
than 30 of the 57
KMC councillors and
15 ML.As rallying be-
hind mayor Subrata
Mukerhjee who wa-
nts to align with the g 4
Congress to forge an
anti-Left mahagjot.
With postures har-
dening on both sides,
the working commit-
tee warned the rebels
to fall in line or face
action. Some hardlin-
ers also  wanted
Mukherjee immedi-

arch.

“The rally will also be joined by
the councillors who are with the
mayor,” suspended MLA Nirbed
Roy said.

The final shape of the front, how-
ever, will emerge only on April 26
when the mayor hosts a dinner for
the rebel councillors. On April 30,
he and some other
pro-front leaders will
hold a meeting with
Pranab  Mukherjee
and Dasmunshi. “We
have talked several
times. Now we have to
sit down to finalise
the seat  adjust-
| ments,” a rebel coun-
cillor said.

Anticipating  fur-
ther erosion in the
anti-Left camp, if nota
last-minute capitula-
tion by Mamata, the
mayor and the Con-
gress decided they

ately show-caused.
The mayor, on his
part, spent much of
the day working out the logistics of
a pre-mahajot mahamichhil (great
march) on May 1 to be led apart
from him by former chief minister
S.S. Ray, A.B.A. Ghani Khan
Chowdhury, Pranab Mukherjee,

PR. Das Munshi, Bikram Sarkar
and other heavyweights of the pro-
posed front.

23 APR 2089

Subrata Mukherjee
Frontal assault

you all,” the mayor said.

would give 20 seats to
the Trinamool. “We
want to take along the
councillors who are with Mamata
and would contest on Trinamool
tickets,” a councillor said.

- Already, eight of the nine bor-
ough chairmen and five of the 10
MMiCs have pledged support to the
mayor. “The mahamichhil on May 1
may hold one or two surprises for
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Subrata re

OURSPECIAL "\ '

CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, April 20: Undeter-
red by the suspension of two
Trinamul Party MLAs for ad-
vocating a seat-sharing deal
with the state Congress, ma-
yor Subrata Mukherjee today
reiterated the need for an anti-
Left alliance.

The Trinamul leadership
made it clear that the party
would not have any truck with
the Congress, which heads a
government at the Centre with
the CPM's support.

But Mukherjee refused to
budge from his stand. “I do be-
lieve that only an alliance with
the Congress can help us de-
feat the Marxists in the ensu-
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ing civic and munlgipal polls.
If articulating this hasic polit-
ical exigency amounts to an
anti-party act, then I am ready
to face the consequences,” he
said this afternoon.

The mayor added that he
would not allow the CPM to
wrest the civic board from the
Trinamul.

Trinamul sources said Mu-
kherjee haslined up a meeting
on Friday with Paras Dutta
and Nirbed Roy, who were sho-
wn the door yesterday, to dis-
cuss the future course of acti-
on. Those in favour of an allia-
nce have been asked to attend.

Mukherjee’s comments
sparked cries of protest from
Trinamul leaders. “We are
keeping a close watch on the

lays tie-up tune

“ N

N ( - “,\
developments and will redct at
an appropriate time,” said
Subrata Bakshi, the party’s
state president.

He added that the leader-
ship would shortly convene a
meeting to discuss the party’s
poll strategy.

Dutta and Roy said their
suspension order did not spec-
ify their anti-party activities.
“We are still in the dark on
what ground we have been
placed under suspension.
What are our anti-party activi-
ties?” asked Dutta.

He also complained that
the leadership did not offer
him any scope to explain his
conduct. “Even... Dhananjoy
Chatterjee was allowed to de-
fend himself before being

THE TELEGRAPH

hanged for murdering and
raping a schoolgirl. Are we
worse than Chatterjee?”

Roy rued that there is no
democracy in the Trinamul.
“It is unfortunate that our
party is being run on some-
body’s will and whims. There
is neither any policy nor any
set principle.”

Nayana Banerjee, another
MLA who had faced the axe
earlier, said tonight that she is
yet to receive her suspension
order.

She had earned the wrath
of the leadership by campaig-
ning for her husband Sudip
Banerjee, who had contested
the last Lok Sabha elections as
a Congress-backed Indepen-
dent candidate. e




IN HAPPIER TIMES: Mamata and Subrata

Trinamool hez;ds-
for split as D1 i

‘
i

axes mayor aides

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 19

THE TRINAMOOL Congress is
heading for a split over the
question of tying up with the
Congress in June’s municipal
polls. At the head of the two
factions are party chief Mama-
ta Banerjee, who wants noth-
ing to do with the Congress,
and mayor Subrata Mukherjee
who insists on a tie-up.

Mamata today suspended top
leaders Nirbed Roy and Paras
Dutta, pending inquiry. “Letters
have been sent to them,” disci-
plinary committee member
Partha Chatterjee said. The
committee chose not to take any
action against Mukherjee. He is
Mamata’s political guru and the
party wants to watch him before
doing anything drastic.

Both suspended MLAs are
close to Mukherjee and the de-
cision is a signal that Mamata
expects him to toe her line. Roy
was livid. “We have tried to
reach out to Mamata, but with-
out any success,” he said.

But the mayor is unfazed.
“For how long have they been
suspended? And why?” he
asked. The official reason is that
the two had aired their opinions
in public. So has Mukherjee,
whose followers plan to float a
front of anti-Left parties that
will ally with the Congress.

“Mamata is adamant and not
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willing to listen to my sugges-
tions, but something has to be
done,” Mukherjee said.

One of his supporters said:
“The new front will ally with
both the Congress and the BJP.
It will field candidates rejected
by Mamata against the Left.”

Mukherjee will host his fol-
lowers to dinner on Friday and
is expected to announce his
plans after that. His camp be-
lieves they can still win enough
seats to form the board, though
their speculations involve a tie-
up with Mamata after the polls.

Another factor against
Mukherjee’s chances is that
not too many councillors might
like to risk joining his front.
Sources said not even a dozen
would be ready to break away
from Mamata initially, though
they might be followed later by
leaders denied election tickets
by Mamata. Even the two Mus-
lim MMiCs, supposedly close to
Mukherijee, are not enthusias-
tic about his front.

Of late, Mukherjee has been
open about his inclinations to-
wards the Congress. He has
shared the dais with Pranab
Mukherjee and been in regular
touch with PR. Das Munshi. An
angry Mamata talked about a
“traitor” last week.

Many district units are set to
disband. Last night, party
members in Bankura resigned
en masse to join the Congress.
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“Trinamul’s dilemma

Ny @ "

' Between ideological and local issues ",

f the CPI-M has discovered that ideological questions do

not matter when it comes to grabbing power, Mamata
Banerjee insists that an adjustment with the Congress for the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation election in June would
seriously compromise Trinamul’s position on the Congress-
CPI-M nexus at the Centre. There can be no doubt that
Mamata represents the only genuine anti-Marxist force in
Bengal and she would be embarrassed if Trinamul were to
officially join forces with Congress to fight the CPI-M in the
KMC election. At the same time, a large section within her
party, which includes the Mayor, believes there is no option
but to avoid a split in the anti-Marxist vote. The Kolkata
North-West parliamentary election provided a fluke victory
for the CPI-M when the opponents’ vote was divided. This is
what Subrata Mukherjee wants to avoid as his party lays claim
to another term. Trinamul under his leadership has demons-
trated a sense of purpose and garnered public appreciation.
This may be frittered away if Mamata does not recognise
ground realities.

In a local election, the electorate responds essentially to
performance in particular wards and in the city as a whole.
Being part of the NDA ought not to obstruct Trinamul when
the BJP is virtually of no consequence in West Bengal. The
Left Front itself is finding it difficult to fauit Subrata on his
performance and Asok Bhattacharya, the urban development
minister, raises a laugh by suggesting that development work
in the past five years was initiated by the Marxists when they
controlled the KMC board. Alimuddin Street can no longer
harp on the issue of communalism that helped it decimate
Trinamul in the last parliamentary election. In June it will
have to find more convincing campaign issues. But it could be
presented with an unexpected gift if Mamata insists on
making Trinamul the de facto B-team of the CPI-M.
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HT Correspondent
Mumbai, March 9

SHIV SENA MP Sanjay
Nirupam has quit the party
after angering Bal Thacker-
ay by criticising BJP leader
Pramod Mahajan for favour-
ing Reliance when he was
communications minister.
Relations between Niru-
pam, the Sena’s “north Indi-
an face”, and the party had
become increasingly tense
over the past few months.
The MP had been uncom-
fortable about the party’s
policies against north Indi-
ans, whom it blamed for re-
cent electoral defeats. He
had also annoyed the auto-
- cratic Thackeray by criticis-
ing the Sena’s stand against
the rehabilitation of the vic-
tims of slum demolitions.
For the Sena chief, the
last straw was Nirupam’s

Sanjay Nlrupa

.

[ resigned
because [ was
unable to carry
out the orders

from the

leadership 9

statement to certain Mum-
bai dailies that he would
raise the subject of Maha-
Jjan’s largesse to Reliance in
Parliament. Prodded by Ma-
hajan, Thackeray sum-
moned Nirupam and asked
him for a retraction.

When Nirupam refused, a
furious Sena chief told him

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES

that it was the Thackeray
family that had made him an
MP; so he had no right to go
against Thackeray’s wishes.
Thackeray demanded he re-
sign from the Rajya Sabha.
Nirupam quit the party.
Nirupam insists he was-
n’t asked to quit. “I resigned
from the party as I was un-

uits Sena

able to carry out the orders
issued by the Shiv Sena
leadership. There were dif-
ferences between us on cer-
tain issues,” he told HT.
Nirupam’s exit is being
seen as proof of the declin-
ing influence of Uddhav
Thackeray and the growing
power of the hardliners,
such as leader of the Oppo-
sition Narayan Rane, who
have always hated Nirupam.
It also indicates that
Thackeray is finally buying
the line that experimenting
with a larger canvas, encom-
passing all sections of socie-
ty, is not the party’s cup of
tea and that the old image of

a combative, closed and ex- |
clusivist party (the Raj i

Thackeray line) works better.

Nirupam’s resignation is
being equated with Chha-

gan Bhujbal’s exit from the

party 15 years ago. /

10 MR 2005
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5 Tri mmul councillors

Statesman News Service C) Q

KOLKATA. Fcb. 22, — In what the
Congress claims is the first of many
jolts for Miss Mamata Banerjee. five
Trinamul Congress councillors today
rejoined the parent party.

They are Mr Pradip Ghosh. Mr
Radheshvam Sabcs Mr Rugkishere
Gupta, Mr Igbal Almed and Mis
Pratima Mondal. The last two e
borough commuttee chairpersons.

The councillors went 1o the PCC
headquarters at Bidhan Bhavan and
rejoined the Congress at a progra-
mme in the presence of PCC work-
ing president Mr Pradip Bhati-
'xchzu‘\u former PCC chiet Mr
Somen Mitra and former MP Mr
Sudip Bandopadhyav. PCC chicet Mr
Pranab Mukherjee couldn™t make it
as he was busy in Delhi. He. howev-
er. spoke to the councillors over
telephone and congratulated them
for their decision,

Later, at a rally held at Esplanade,
Congress leaders held the Trinamul
responsible for the CPI-Ms “pros-
perity and stability™ in the state. Mr
Somen Mitra said it is most unfortu-
aate that when the Congress is trving
to organise a4 movement to put an
end to the CPI-M’s 27 vears of mis-
rule in the state, the Trinamul is try-
ing to backstab the movement by
creating confusion in the minds of
the public by holding another rally
on the same dav.

Criticising Miss Banerjee, Mr
Mitra said the CPI-M cannot be
ousted by organising a rally at
Brigade Parade Ground or by writ-
ing poems against the party. What is
required 1s a powerful organisation
and contact with the masses.

Echoing Mr Mitra, Mr Pradip
Ghosh, expelled Trinamul councillor
and M-MIC, said that the Trinamul
chietf had “gifted™ the Kolkata North
West parliamentary scat to the CPI-
M by denving a ticket to sitting MP

in Mumbai on Tuesday. — PTI

Mr Somen Mitra with the five T.mamul Congress councillors who joned Congress
At the Pradesh Congress office in Kotkata on Tuesday. — The Statesman

Cut it out, cries
Trinamul cut-out!

Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay.

Mr Pradip Bhattacharya urged
Congress workers to organise mecet-
ings and rallics in each ward to put
up a strong fight against the CPI-M
it the June civie polls this vear.

Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay said that
today's rally has shown that people
have  great confidence in the
Congress. He said that the present
KMC board has systematically
neglected north and central Kolkata.

However, mavor Mr Subrata
Mukherjee rubbished any repercus-
sions in the upcoming KMC elections
after today’s development. “Today's
fiasco is not going to affect us as one
of the five had been expelled from the
party, two others were elected as
Congress candidates and did not sup-
port me during my election as candi-
date for mayvor. Mr Radheshvam
Saha has been showcaused by the
party during the last parliamentary
elections and his exit would hardly
make a difference.” he said.

Another report, photograph on
Kolkata Plus I

THE STATESMAN

KOLKATA, Feb. 22. — A cut-out of Miss
Mamata Banerjee was the Trinamul's
response 1o the Congress’ predatory
move today when five Trinamul
counciiors returned to their parent party.
The party's youth wing disrupted traffic
about a km away near Birla Planetarium
with a processicn “led” by a cut-out of
their party chief. Several hundred
Trinamul workers marched towards Park
Street, but stopped well short of the
venue where the Congress was holding
its rally and then moved back towards
Hazra crossing — the hub of Trinamul's
activities. A couple of MLAs, a handful of
councillors and mayor-in-council
members joined the marchers. But, it
was a tame affair. Speakers from
makeshift podiums on top of matador
vans said the procession was to protest
the CPI-M's “misrule but in minutes they
said only Miss Banerjee has the right
credentials to fight the CPI-M. — SN

s

2 3 FEB 2005



{pumoq premawio, ‘ysoyd

LI J0AR

'$S9I3U0))
8yl peurol  Ajredrotuniu
andog oy3 Jo sIo[{Iounod n
-WEULLL, [B19A3S ‘YaoM ISeT

“RIITIA USLHOS Jopes|
pres ., ‘sfiod OTATLO 8y} JO 949 9}
uo $s913U0) 9y} uayI3usaIs
pue Jns Mmoo [im Axred ed
-[0TUNUI [NWERULLY, 913 UT WY
Y11 1810 adoy app Ajxed ano
0] UJIn}ad 03 syuem oY JI ysoys
SUIODOM [[IM SAA,, 'STOAS] SNOT
-TeA je [nureuty ], 1ds 03 SutAxy
A[9yedadsap us9q SBY YOTUM
‘SS8J3U0)) 9)B3S 9} 0} U00q B Sk
WOV Sy JusidoRAsp 9y,
‘pres ay . ‘sqrod
OWO aung 8y} ul poajodId
-91 193 JOU $80p JoAewl (o9}
-TY STUI YY)} 31 03 89S [[1M | "SWa[
-goad s,ardoad 8y3 uo s84s put[q
B uTuan} Joj SUOTIILG 9y} Ul
peounog) sem npreN nqeqeap

-ueyp oI 19jsTuIll Ja1yo Y9}
-4 B MOY Uads 9ARY ap,, ‘s[[od
OTATO SUTUIOD S} UT 98 [I3UNIA
U0 33UdAdI 9¥e} 0} Pamoa
Aepo} Jepes] Aadue oy,
"o STy} Sut
“utod J0J Yjeam STY patinout
I sdeyasd -yjaou ayj Suross
-9U pue e1nore) YInos ut 309
-foad uo 3ureIIULIdU0D Uda(q
sey as(IayynyA,, :pres ysoys
JoAeuwl 9Yyj 31sure3e [eooA
Uadq pey 3y Aym paysy
‘pres 9y ‘proddns ssaa1suo)
yum preoq QNO aU3 aanided
0} Qe 2I9M M "SSAISUO0D 9y}
Um syury Sururejureur Aq Su
-0Im SUTYIAUR SUOP dARY [ UL
-U3 L.UOD [, "$S3I3U0D 9U} PIM
[ONo} Ul Seam 8 Papaduod ng
‘93180 9y} paluap ysoyy
' OATIOUWI JOLIAIN Ue Yhm A11
-ed Tedrorunur ayj yeaaq,, 03 pe

c.4 -6

wi )No S)o

-113 pue Solul) [eJI8AaS 9alIayy
AL IN0ge  SHILUWRY JUIDPUL,,
apewl pey Ysoys) pres ‘uoouts;
-Je SIU) 18Ul YOTYM ‘99331 UI0D
uonoe A1eur[dIosIp s, ‘siep
-9 INdD pue ssa13uo) jo uol}
-09s e yyim 3urqqouqor] A[pasar
-Te pue Aprqnd wiy Sursio
-TILJI0 J0J Yjeam S, J0Ae 9y3 pad
-INOUL YSOUL) Ples $a01nog
“dery sy Japun syrod 21410
auny 9y} 159300 pue SSAIFU0)H
313 utof 03 J9S SUILdS ‘TIMm SIY
jsurese yjreay o} Juswiedsp
Junjaed pue gapsnq 8y} WOIJ pa
JIYS Usaq Pey oym ‘YsoysH
"UOTSIOP S,39RTWWI0D
uorjoe A1eutidrostp syl Jo wiy
JutuIour 1ysyeg eleiqng
Juapisad 81e)s [NUIBULL], WOIJ
Jayjoue pue jsod SIY WoOIy
WY SUTAOWR] JOABW B[} WO.TJ
auo — SJon ~ 0M] POAIIJRI

ysoyn ysru Aepsany, uo sut
-}39UI AU0-0}-0U0 € 3uLImp Juas
-se s 98(Isueg elRWERIA JBIYD
Ayred 103 oym ‘DalI8 1NN Pres
«'SOTITATIOR JUSJ8J STY JO 9UIOS
J0J ysoyn saowal 01 pey [,
MOLIOTIO] JoqUISU
DI Se Ul uIoms aq [[Im 8-
‘ysoyo aoerdax [[im ‘gy piem
woal Jofrouncy Aijxed ‘9af
-I9UYNIA eATWY ples 3y3uo}
9[IoUNIA BIRIQNS JOACIA]
‘sentAnoe f1red-1jue Jo e81eyd
3} U0 SJIeod XIS J0J $Sa13U0)
[nuweuty], oyl woJy peedxe
0S[e PUB PoAOUad Sem UOTIRT
-0d.109 Tedrotunyyl BRNOED 8yl
ut ‘yifesy Jo 9d1eyo Ul Jaqui
-9l [TOUNO0J-UT-104ABW ‘YSOYH)
dipeid :¢ "qdd ‘epmored

INAANOISTHIOD
/ TVIDAdS INO

[ureuLI

06 FEB 2005

FGRAPH

[ R Sy &



|
”ﬁamata, Biman decry

telecom FDI hike

HT Correspondent (}/g A .-
Kolkata, February 4 y

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS chief
Mamata Banerjee and Left Front
chairman Biman Bose may not see
eye-to-eye on most matters, but
both were united in slamming the
UPA government for its decision to
increase the FDI in the telecom sec-
tor from 49 per cent to 74.

Both of them said that telecom
falls within the core sector and was
important for security, and that the
Centre should never have given so
much of the share to foreign players.

“We condemn the attitude of the
Centre and also the role that the
Left is playing as a partner of the
Congress. In this case, I think the
Congress and the Left has struck a
deal because just the day before the
announcement of relaxing the FDI
cap in the telecom sector, the UPA
had held a coordination committee
meeting. Congress doesn’t know
the trap they are falling into. On the
other hand, the Left is all set to sell
the nation,” said Mamata. '

Biman Bose made it very clear
that the Left was against the deci-
sion and that the LF would launch
an all-India agitation on February 7
to protest the hike. “There was a sin-

gle/ agentla in today’s Left Front
meetihg and that was tc oppose and
criticise the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment’s decision,” he said.

“In the interim Budget, when the
Congress talked about increasing
the FDI cap in the telecom sector,
we opposed it inside the House. We
wrote a letter to the UPA govern- -
ment and they immediately
replied. We again wrote a letter. In
fact, the day before the announce-
ment, there was a UPA coordina-
tion committee meeting in which
there was no mention of FDI or
telecom. So, we are surprised,”
added Bose.

He pointed out that the Congress
argued that to increase the tele-den-
sity there has been an increase in
FDI to 74 per cent in the telecom sec-
tor. “But in the last two years, the In-
dian players have increased the tele-
density five-fold. So what was wrong
with the earlier 49 per cent share to
foreign players, when Indian players
are playing well,” said Bose.

Mamata also criticised the gov-
ernment for taking kudos for in-
creasing the PF interest from 8.5 to
9.5 per cent. “This was originally
mooted by the NDA government.
There is no reason to go gaga about
it,” she said.
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g DMK seeks ‘suitable action’
./ against Union Minister i

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, FEB. 27. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam today de-
manded that the Congress take
“suitable action” against the
Union Minister (E.V.K.S. Elan-
govan), for criticising the DMK
chief, M. Karunanidhi, in an
“inappropriate manner.”

The party said that it was up
to the Congress high command
to decide what constituted as
suitable action.

The high-level strategy com-
mittee, which met here today,
condemned the comments
made by the Minister without
naming him. The DMK leaders
too refused to name him at a
press conference later. “You
know who he is,” said Mr. Karu-
nanidhi. When it was pointed
out that the Union Minister,
E.VK.S. Elangovan, was consid-
ered close to the DMK, Mr. Ka-
runanidhi said he too had
thought so.

A two-page resolution adopt-
ed by the 23-member decision-
making body, said the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and the Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi, spoke to the DMK

chief and expressed their an-
guish and assured him that
such “undesirable incidents”
would not happen again. This
was a reflection of their large-
heartedness. The committee
believed in the assurances given
to the DMK president but
sought action against the Minis-
ter. It said the DMK was the first
party that supported the idea of
a secular government at the
Centre and wanted Ms. Gandhi
as the Prime Minister.

Asked whether he would re-
lent on the issue, as Mr. Elango-
van expressed regret in New
Delhi, Mr. Karunanidhi said
that he was bound by the deci-
sion of the committee. He
maintained that it was not
wrong on the part of the Con-
gress or any coalition partner to
demand a stake in the Govern-
ment. It was also up to the DMK
to accept or reject the demand.
That was not the issue. The is-
sue was that “inappropriate
comments” were made against
him and his family. The Minis-
ter used that (the demand) as a
ruse to speak ill of him, Mr. Ka-
runanidhi said.

The DMK too welcomed the

TRE HNDU

idea of Kamaraj rule in the
State. “No one can deny this.”
But the former Chief Minister,
Kamaraj, did not accept coali-
tion rule. “Is there any relation
between Kamaraj rule and coa-
lition rule,” he asked. As far as
Tamil Nadu was concerned,
coalition experiments never
succeeded and the idea was
nipped in the bud. The DMK
chief dismissed suggestions that
the coalition formed for the
2004 Lok Sabha poll was falling
apart. All coalition partners
were invited to the party’s con-
ference at Dindigul.

On the Pattali Makkal Katch-
i's desire to bring in the Dalit
Panthers of India into the coali-
tion, Mr. Karunanidhi said it
was yet to be discussed by the
DMK. The PMK and the DMK
shared good relations. Mr. Ka-
runanidhi said he would flag off
the March 22 rally being under-
taken by the PMK founder, S.
Ramadoss, in Chennai.

On the Bihar Assembly elec-
tion results, he said they were
an outcome of differences be-
tween the Bihar unit of the Con-
gress and the Union Minister
Lalu Prasad. He did not want to

permitted, he would have talked
to Mr. Prasad in the beginning
itself (to avert alliance differ-
ences), he said. (

‘Our position clear’

Our New Delhi Special Corre-
spondent reports:

The general secretary, Ambi-
ka Soni, in charge of party af-
fairs of the State, said in New
Delhi that Ahmed Patel, politi-
cal secretary to the Congress
president, was authorised to
keep in touch with the allies of
the United Progressive Alliance.

She said the party made its
position clear and Mr. Elango-
van clarified his remarks and
expressed regret, if his state-
ment had caused anguish to the
DMK chief.

‘Nothing personal’

PTI reports from New Delhi:

In New Delhi, Mr. Elangovan
said he had nothing personal
against the DMK president.

“1 was just talking about
strengthenmg Congress pres-
ence in Tamil Nadu,” he said,
referring to remarks made by
him at a closed-door meeting of
Congress MPs and MLAs.

blame anyone. Had his health ‘
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_PDhP
sweeps
south
Kaspmir

\IU!\HT AHMAD

Anantnag Feb. 6: The Peopl-
e’s Democratic Party and the
Congress have swept the mu-
nicipal polls in South Kash-
mir, bagging 54 and 26 seats,
respectively.

The PDP won all the nine
seats that went to the polls
today in Bijbehara municipal
committee, the native place of
chief minister Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed. Four PDP candi-
dates had been elected uncon-
tested.

The PDP won more thar
half the seats in the municipa
committees of Shopian anc
Pulwama. It also gained con
trol of the Anantnag munici
pal council.

Around 44 per cent of th
electorate turned out in Pu
wama and Anantnag district
braving icy winds.

The polls were held peace
fully despite a poll boycott ca:
by separatists.

The representatives for th
municipal committees ¢
Pampore, Khrew, Awantipor
and Tral and parts of Shopiar
Pulwama, Bijbehara am
Anantnag had been electe
unopposed while some ward
in Anantnag and Pulwam:
districts were not contested a:
no nomination papers wert
filed.

“Militants had issued thre
ats to the candidates in severa
parts of south Kashmir anc
that is the reason there was nc
~-ntest,” a police officer told

Telegraph.

Barring this town, where

turnout was 23.52 per cent,
i 3k polling was reported
from other areas of the two
districts.

Bravn bad weather,
many p- e in Qazigund,
Jdooru,1 zam and in Pulwa-
na came . ut this morning to
sast their vote.

“I came early today to vote
as this town has been totally
neglected by the administra-
tion. V2 are voting to elect our
local representative who will
hopefully do something to im-
prove civic facilities in Anant-
nag town,” said Bashir
Ahma

“Tt was a peaceful day and
voters came out in good num-
bers in both the districts to ex-
ercise their franchise without
any fear. The overall poll per-
centage in south Kashmir is 44
per cent,” said a senior police
officer in Srinagar.

A resident said he hoped
the government would pro-
vide funds to the elected repre-
sentatives so that they could
do something for their respec-
tive localities.

Both the south Kashmir
districts have been strong-
holds of the ruling People’s
Democratic Party.

Most of the 17 seats that
the ruling PDP has in the 87
member state legislative As-
sembly belong to the two south
Kashmir districts.

The last phase of the
civic polls will be held on Feb-
ruary 10.




Telugu Desa

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JAN. 24. Unidenti-
fied gunmen today shot dead a
Telugu Desam Party MLA, Par-
itala Ravi, representing Penu-
gonda, and two others at the
TDP office in Anantapur town
of Andhra Pradesh. Eight were
injured in the attack.

As news spread about the
murder, TDP workers went on
the rampage in several towns,
setting ablaze dozens of buses
of the Andhra Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporation.
An APSRTC spokesman said 58
buses were burnt and 301 buses
partly damaged. Offices of the
ruling Congress and govern-
ment establishments 'were also
attacked.

The Director-General of Po-
lice, Swaranjit Sen, said a heavy
security cover had been provid-
ed for Mr. Ravi as it was per-
ceived that his life was under
threat from factions in Ananta-
pur district inimical to him. In
fact, five of his 10 gunmen were
present at the time of the mur-
der. Several attempts had been
made on his life earlier, the

2 5 JAN 2003
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Paritala Ravi
Hills in Hyderabad when a car
bomb claimed 26 lives. Mr. Ravi
escaped then.

Mr. Ravi was murdered inside
the TDP office where he had
earlier attended a meeting of
the TDP district executive com-
mittee. After the meeting, Mr.
Ravi came out and was about to
board his vehicle when two
men appeared on the spot and
opened fire to scare away the
gathering, They then pumped
bullets into the MLA. Two oth-
ers, who came from outside,
started firing at Mr. Ravi's gun-
men to prevent them from com-
ing to his rescue. All of them
later fled after hurling bombs to

shot dead

Wt AL
scare away the people. Ravi's
personal security man, M. Eas-
waraiah (35), died on the spot
while a police gunman, Maha-
boob Basha (33), died of his in-
juries in hospital. TDP workers
chased away gunmen of other
party leaders present on the
spot. They also prevented the
Superintendent of Police, R.S.
Praveen Kumar, from entering
the party office by pelting
stones and later forcibly closed
all shops and establishments. In
the evening, the TDP president,
N. Chandrababu Naidu, led a
delegation to the Governor,
Sushil Kumar Shinde, at the Raj
Bhavan demanding the dis-

-

missal of the Y.S. Rajasekhara |

Reddy Government, a judicial
inquiry into the murder and the
handing over of the probe to the
Central Bureau of Investigation.
The TDP also gave a call for a
State-wide bandh on Tuesday.
Condemning the killing, the
Chief Minister, who is touring
Visakhapatnam district, prom-
ised a comprehensive inquiry
into the murder.
Violence across
State: Page 8




Jaya attacks BJP on seer Issue

Our Political Bureau

“NEW DELHI 16 JANUARY\?/@ '

AMIL Nadu chief minister

I Jayalalithaa on Sunday in-

dicated her government'’s
resolve to take on the Kanchi seer
when she asserted that the cases
against the pontiff will not be
withdrawn. In a statement from
Chennai, the chief minister also
attacked the BJP and charged the
saffron party was using the issue
to “rehabilitate” itself. Interest-
ingly, the seven page statement
from the chief minister chose to
remain silent on reports that the
state government was planning
to take over the mutt.

Refusing to vield to the BIP's
demand to withdraw cases against
the Kanchi Shankaracharya, the
chief minister said in her state-
ment: “I cannot yield to their re-
quest contrary to the law of the
land, especially whenIhave taken
an oath under the Constitution
which is of a secular nature.” The

pontiff was recently released on
bail by the Supreme Court. In its
order, the court had punched gap-
ingholesin the state police’sinves-
tigation into the case. In her state-
ment, Ms Jayalalithaa said the BJP
and “certain other vested inter-
ests” request to intervene in the
probe was “purely politically moti-
vated and their expectations are
contrary to the rule of law.”

“Even without knowing the
basic principle of investigation in
amurder case, they have chosen
to drag my name into the investi-

TALK OF

gation process purely out of ani-
mosity towards me. They should
at least now realise this and desist
from such scurrilous attacks.
When the law empowers the in-
vestigation officers to have the
necessary and essential power to
investigate, how can a chief min-
ister interfere in it one way or the
other?” she asked.

“Adherents of the BJP think
that religious leaders are above
law and no investigation can be
conducted against them. It is for
the public to think and judge

whether their view is right or not.
BJP leaders may be interested in
taking up this issue in their pro-
gramme to rehabilitate their par-
ty. It is painful to note that such
requests are being made by per-
sons who had earlier adminis-
tered the country,” Ms Jay-
alalithaa said in an obvious refer-
ence to A.B. Vajpayee’s demand
for central intervention.

Ms Jayalalithaa also defended
her officers conducting the high-
profile investigation. “It is their
statutory right. How is it possible :
legally for me to interfere or inter-
vene in the matter? Also, I have
no necessity to do that,” she said.
According to her, the progress of
investigation reached a point
where the seer’s arrest became in-
evitable. That law must take its
own course required no specific
directions or orders, she stated.
The Sankararaman murder and
the assault on Mr Radhakrishnan
and Mr Madhavan posed severe

challenge to the police, she said,
allenge to the p 1/
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JMM fails
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IN a game of political one-u%anship

WA
] T
5JANUARY(\/Q PN

with the RJD, the JMM on Saturday

reneged on its promise about not con-
testing the seats represented by the RID
and announced to field candidates in
those constituencies as well.

Declaring the second list of seats to be
contested by the JMM in the first phase of
Jharkhand Assembly elections, party chief
Shibu Soren, however, said: “Doors for
talks are still open as the withdrawal date
is January 20 for the first phase.” Six out of
the eight seats Mr Soren announced on
Saturday were represented by the RJD
and one by the CPL.

The JMM supremo, who only on Fri-
day night made a fervent appeal to RID
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav to refrain from
fielding candidates against his party
nominees, however was not categorical
on how many seats he would with-
draw in case the two sides reached
any understanding.

The eight seats were Koderma, Simaria,
Jamua, Chhatarpur, Hussainabad Gar-
wah (all represented by RJD), Barkatta
(CPI) and Ramgarh (vacant). The names
of the candidates, the coal minister said,

0

vl

would be announced by 5 am on January
17, the last date for filing nomination for
the first phase elections on February 3.
The names of candidates in the first list,
comprising nine seats, were announced
earlier. “So the decision to field JMM can-
didates in RJD seats was made after exten-
sive deliberations among our party lead-
ers,” the Union minister added. Taking
strong exception to the Congress and the
JMM unilaterally deciding on January 7
to contest 33 and 35 seats, respectively, the
RJD supremo had said he would field 57
candidates while leaving the rest to the
NCPand the Left parties in Jharkhand.

keep RJD promises

Mr Soren, however, maintained that he
had all respects for Mr Prasad despite the
RJD not asking the JMM whether it was

interested for a tie-up in Bihar too. The |

JMM would contest in 10 seats in Bihar,
he said. “Before talking to the Congress,
had a long discussion with Mr Prasad, but
not even once he bothered to offer any
seat to us in Bihar,” Mr Soren said and
added the RJD did not believe in JMM’s
strength in the contiguous areas of Bihar.

Claiming the JMM'’s support had saved
the Rabri Devi government in 2000, Mr
Soren said: “On one hand Mr Prasad does
not want to give a single seat to JMM in Bi-
har and on the other, he seeks more in
Jharkhand.” He said the JMM would also
extend support to the Congress in Bihar.
“We have left the four seats to the Left par-
ties and I expect they will not come under
the influence of Mr Prasad.”

Mr Soren asked the Left parties not 10
follow the RJD’s footsteps. Otherwise the
JMM would field candidates in their quota
seats too, Mr Soren, who already an-
nounced that JIMM would field candidate
in the Barkatta seat held by CP], said. The
JMM strongman appealed to the Left to
support the JMM and the Congress to over-

throw the communal NDA government in *

the state.
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By Bhaskar Roy/TNN

New Delhi: The story of

T Prime Min-
ister Man-
mohan
Singh  of-
fering Tri-
namul Con-
gress
leader Ma-
mata Banerjee a berth in
his cabinet has not ended
with the mercurial opposi-
tion politician’s refusal to
oblige him.

Talking to reporters at
her Kolkata residence on
Thursday, Mamata dis-
missed any such possibility,
stressing that so long as the
Congress-CPM alliance
continued, she would not
be part of the Congress-
headed government.

However, the issue ac-
quired so much political
meaning that Congress
spokespersons were instruct-
ed not to comment on it.

To begin with, it ruffled
many feathers in West Ben-
gal Congress who would
not like to be dwarfed by
Mamata who, despite re-

‘Why \C}ongress

WO0O0S Mamata
op-0- e

cent’setbacks, remains the
tallest among the non-
Marxists in the state. Natu-
rally, one of them termed
PM'’s job offer to the Trina-
mul leader as a “remark in
a lighter vein”.

Left was amused, rather
than upset, by what it saw
as a ‘smart’” move by a
Prime Minister not particu-
larly known for his political
acumen.

If Mamata actually fell
for the PM’s bait that would
have considerably weak-
ened whatever had re-
mained of the state’s frac-
tured opposition after Con-
gress considerably compro-
mised its ability to serious-
ly challenge the Left parties
following its decision to
take their support for the
survival of the government
at the Centre.

With assembly elections
due early next year, she is
conscious of the need to
preserve her credentials as
an opposition leader in the
state now that Congress
has diluted its position as a
choice for the anti- Left vote
after taking Left support.
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