Expelled MP faces
‘trial by

Dipankat Bose in Ranchz

Dec. 30. — The expelled RID
MP of Palamau, Mr Manoj
Kumar (see photograph), has
received  messages  from
Maoists summoning him to a
public hearing they would con-
trol.

He is among those
accused in the MPS’
cash-for questions case.

Residents of the dis-
trict and officials say
that if declared guilty he
will be sentenced to
death. Palamau, hotbed
of Naxalite activities in
Jharkhand, is waiting for anoth-
er “major showdown”.

Locals say that Maoists
would not spare him when he
returns to Palamau from New
Delhi. An attack by Maoists is
not unlikely.

The state Intelligence depart-
ment is aware of the Maoists’
messages to the MP. Posters
have been put up and Maoist
meetings held for the bribery
case to be discussed in detail.

A meeting was held in the
Chattarpur area earlier this
week with Maoist area cora-
mander Ajay Ji describing the

Mémsts

MP as one who had failed to
honour the faith people
reposed in him.

He demanded exemplary
punishment for those people’s
representatives who accepted
bribes, according to a senior
state Intelligence officer.

The officer added that a war-
rant against the expelled MP
. Nad been issued by the
i area commander during
' the meeting.

The extremist leader
also warned the district
administration and the
police that the Naxalites
in Palamau were capa-
ble of the sort of “oper-
ation  jailbreak™  recently
reported from Jehanabad.

The Maoists have declared
that Simdega district will be a
“Red zone” in the New Year.

The announcement was joint-
ly made at a meeting close to
Simdega town by sub-zonal
committee secretary Kartik Ji
and commander Pankaj Ji.

This implies that the extrem-
ists will run a parallel adminis-
tration.

The Maoists have threatened
the police with dire conse-
quences if they are not allowed
to do their job.

THE STATESMAN



Maoist test

for pglice

ULIA, Dec. 25. —
Senior police officers feel
that Maoists carried out a
mock drill yesterday by
placing coiled wires along
the route of the chief min-
ister’s convoy at Para in
Purulia apparently to test
police preparedness.

Two coiled wires were
found protruding from a
heap of boulders on the
side of the road at Para last
night, hours before Mr
Buddhadebd
Bhattacharjee’s  convoy
was to pass by.

“It may have been a
mock drill by the extrem-
ists,” said a police officer
inquiring into the incident.

The route of the chief
minister’s convoy was not
changed and he reached
Para today to address a
rally of the Krishak Sabha,
the peasant’s wing of the
CPI-M.

While addressing the
rally at a place considered
a Maoist stronghold, Mr
Bhattacharjee held neigh-
bouring Jharkhand respon-
sible for failing to control
the extremists.

“Maoists are taking shel-
ter in Jharkhand and as the
state government there has
failed to curb the activities
of the extremists, Purulia,
Bankura and Midnapore
are having to pay,” he said.

However, the chief min-
ister once again kept faith
on the “recent success sto-
ries” of the state to counter
the extremists. He said that
the state was now on the
path to progress. Even
backward Purulia was on
the industrial map.

Naxalite attack, page 4
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" Maoists pledge

too, raise suicide
ko Stuads \(\\\V

i Q\’ Times News NETWORK
Patna/Jehanabad: The possibility of
the CPI (Maoist) raising ‘suicide
squads’ has sent shivers down the
spine of the Bihar cops.

According to intelligence reports,
the celebrations held recently by the
Maoists in Nepal —just 20 km from
Sheohar district in Bihar—to mark
the 25th foundation day of People’s
Guerrilla Army (PLA) saw 12
PLA members taking an oath to
“lay down our lives in the battlefield
for the poor”.

During the celebrations, the outfit’s
central committee member Praveen
pledged to take their military offen-
sive to “a new height”. He also hailed
the “vast growth” of the organisation
in Bihar. The attack on Jehanabad
jail, during which over 200 Maoists
were forcibly freed on November 13
midnight, was referred to as a “great
achievement”, the sources said.

“The motivation level of extrem-
ists, specially youth among them, is
as high as that of Islamic terrorists. If
the Naxalites carry out their threats,
it can be as damaging as the fidayeen
attack,” said an IG-rank official.

If reports originating from the
Maoist circles are to be believed, they
are planning to launch another attack
on government establishments which
could be of a far greater intensity
than the Jehanabad operation.

The CPI(Maoist), currently active
in almost all the blocks of Jehanabad,
Arwal and Patna districts, has
spurned all the feelers for a dialogue
with the government, highly-placed
sources said. Jehanabad has in fact
emerged as the Naxalite capital of Bi-
har with three of the top-ranking
functionaries of Bihar-Jharkhand re-
gional committee of the outfit—
Arvind, Pawar and Ajay Kanu alias
Ravi—hailing from the district.
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NAXALS f ‘Tamil Tigers had trained our cadre, but we have no links with them now’

~ No talks with govt, war at
higher stage: CPl (Maoist)

J PYADAV
INDO-NEPALBORDER,
DECEMBER 15

r I “YHE CPI(Maoist) has
ruled out any kind of
negotiation with any

state government, saying it

would pursue the path of vi-

olent retaliation with more

vigour. The outfit, for the
first time, acknowledged its
association with the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(LTTE) of Sri Lanka.

The announcement came
at a press conference in a
Bihar village along the
Indo-Nepal border by the
banned outfit’s central com-
mittee spokesman Azad
and member Praveen.

Sounding. a warning
against the multinational
companies that have signed
MoUs with the Jharkhand
government and pledged
huge investments, the
spokesman said that their
outfit would act strongly
against them.

“Multinational compa-
nies are eyeing to plunder
the rich mineral resource of
the state. Local people have
the right over jal, jungle, za-
min (land) and we will go to
any extent to stop its loot by
these companies,” Azad
said, adding the “war”
would now be taken to a
“higher stage”.

This is the first time a top
member of the Naxal outfit
has talked to the media af-
ter the jailbreak in Jehan-

abad. On the night of No- .
vember 13, -the -Maoist :
outfit had stormed Jehan- ¢

abad sub-jail to free their
imprisoned cadres and

/
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killed some members of the
Ranvir Sena.

Altogether 14 people, in-
cluding two Maoist attack-
ers, were killed in the inci-
dent. The attack jolted the
state government’s security
set-up and showed the influ-
ence of the Naxalites in at
least half a dozen states of
the country.

On the LTTE, the
spokesman said the outfit
did not have any link now
but the Tigers had initially
imparted training to its
cadre. On the Nepali
Maoists, however, he dif-
fered: “We help each other
in all ways”. But the two
outfits have not carried out a

Members of the CPI (Maoist)'s guerrilla outfit stand guard at the venue of the press conference in a Bihar village—Express

‘Multinational companies are eyeing to
plunder rich mineral resources of the
state. Locals have right over jal, jungle,
zamin and we will go to any extent to

stop its loot by these companies’

joint attack in Bihar, he
pointed out.

The press conference by
leaders of the outlawed out-
fit is an indication of the in-
tensifying hold of Naxals in
north Bihar, particularly
along the Indo-Nepal bor-
der. The meet was held in a
village only a few kilometres
from a local police station.
Despite the congregation of

more than 100 heavily
armed Maoists in the vil-
lage, the- police had no
inkling about it.

The guerrilla wing of the
outfit—People’s Liberation
Guerrilla Army (PLGA)—
was also present in large
numbers in the village:to en-
sure the security of their
leaders. It was the same
group which a day earlier

(Sunday night) had at-
tacked and killed a Mukhiya
of the Patahi panchayat in
East Champaran. Mukhiya
Jeetendra Singh’s throat
was slit by a sharp weapon
and his vehicles were set
onfire.

“Yes, we killed the
Mukhiya since he was an op-
pressor. He had murdered
poor people and raped their
womenfolk. He deserved to
be killed brutally and more
such mukhiyas are on our
hitlist,” said, Rajan, a sub-
zonal commander of the
armed wing.

In the last five years, the
Maoists have killed 10
Mukhiyas in north Bihar, -~
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——— RED FOR DANGER ——
Maoist warning to

forei

MAMMEN Matthew
Indo-Nepal border, December 14
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THERE IS bad news for big corpo-
rate houses venturing into Nax-
alite-hit states. In a warning to
the administration in those sta-
tes, the extremists have said they
would “step up activities” against
the transnational companies
(TNCs) that are being set up by
forcibly displacing people.
Members of the CPI (Maoists)
central committee (provisional) —
the all-powerful body
of the extremist group
— on Tuesday said it
planned to target the
state-backed transnat-
ional companies in
the mineral rich belts
of Jharkhand, Orissa,
Chhattisgarh, MP, AP
and Maharashtra.
Talking to a select
group of reporters in
a remote and “secure
location”, the commit-
tee members said they
also intended to target
police armoury all
over to arm the tribals
along the Red corridor

EXCLUSIVE

Investors

e [ e

Asked about the whefewithal,
they did not rule out raids on ba-
nks — a shift from their policy —
if it was needed to replenish the
coffers. The option of raising it
through “levies” is also open.

The committee members, who
included Pravin (the second-in-co-
mmand) and Azad, said tribals in
Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhatt-
isgarh fear alienation from their
Jjal, jungle, jameen because of the
recent MoUs. They said MoUs wo-
rth Rs 3 lakh crore had been

signed by these states
with the Jindals, Tat-
as, Posco and Essar-
Ruia and Reliance
among others.

This was an oppor-
tunity the Maoists
couldn’t lose. “We aim
to turn this into a Red
tornado by converting
lakhs of sympathisers
into action-oriented
squads of the People’s
Liberation Guerrilla
Army. The TNC incur-
sion has brought thou-
sands into our ranks,”
they added.

The Maoists said

.
Naxal-hit
areas

— from Nepal to down
south — to fight displacement.
“TNC interests have triggered
state-aided brutal area dominati-
on exercises to sanitise tribal-held
land so that industries can be set
there. We intend to hit back stro-
ngly The Dandakaranya-Visha-
khapatnam pipeline is a target,”
the committee members told HT.
“The counter-strikes could coin-
cide with the silver jubilee celebr-
ations of the People’s War in Dan-
dakaranya where the police have
resorted to a scorched earth policy
to force our supporters to leave.”

-y

though several NGOs
had voiced concern over the dis-
placement, the state governments
were not ready for a re-think. And
in areas where the people had
raised their voice, they had been
brutally suppressed.

Pravin said, “The escalation of
violence by Maoists to the next le-
vel is needed to tackle state-spon-
sored violence.” He alleged the
Chhattisgarh administration was
spreading violence through the
Salwa Judum (Campaign for
Peace) and Jan Jagran Abhiyans
in Dandakaranya.

THE HMDIST AN TIMES



“Anti-naxalite operations displace

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: A fact-finding team
from civil liberties organisations
has found that the Salwa Judum,
touted as a spontaneous upris-
ing against Maoists in Dantew-
ara district in Chhattisgarh,
rather than being a ‘peace mis-
sion’, had worsened the vio-
lence.

The team alleged that the ‘Sal-
wa Judum’ was actually a ‘State-
managed’ vigilante enterprise
and its raids had led to many
deaths and the displacement of
people in the Bhairamgarh, Gee-
dam and Bijapur areas in Chhat-
tisgarh. The 14-member team

included members of the Peo-
ple’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL) Chhattisgarh, PUCL
Jharkhand, People’s Union of
Democratic Rights (PUDR), Del-
hi, the Association for the Pro-
tection of Democratic Rights
(APDR), West Bengal, and the
Indian Association of People’s
Lawyers (IAPL).

The team said around 15,000
people from 420 villages were
now living as refugees in tempo-
rary camps. Repeated raids by
Salwa Judum forces, the district
security forces and the paramil-
itary Naga battalion stationed in
Dantewara, on villages that re-
fused to participate in Salwa Ju-

15,000 villagers in Chhattisgarh”

Government using vigilante groups, charge civil rights organisations y&

dum meetings, had resulted in
entire villages being ‘cleared’
and people having to move to
‘camps.’

There is no official record of
the number of people killed in
the Salwa Judum °‘operations’,
but Binayak Sen from PUCL
Chhattisgarh said: “These kill-
ings are not reported, and there-
fore hard to corroborate. Some
reports suggest that the Salwa
Judum has killed 96 people from
34 villages.”

The civil liberties organisa-
tions demanded that the govern-
ment stop using people as
shields and desist from creating
armed vigilante groups in villag-

THE Hivey
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es as part of its’anti-\mxalite op-
erations. Calling upon the State
Government and the naxalites to
stop killing non-combatants in
Chhattisgarh, the organisations
said all paramilitary forces in the
area be withdrawn, that the au-
thority of the civil administra-
tion be restored, and that the
government initiate a dialogue
with the naxalites.

The organisations demanded
a judicial enquiry into the al-
leged killings by the Salwa Ju-
dum and the security forces.
They asked the State Govern-
ment to dismantle ‘camps’ and
assist displaced people in re-
gaining their livelihoods.
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Special Correspondent Y‘{) A

NEW DELHI: The Centre is sending
two squadrons of the National
Security Guards commando
force to Patna on Thursday to
undertake “specific operations”
in naxal-infested areas in Bihar.
The Home Ministry move to
send the crack commando force,
for the first time to take part in
anti-naxalite operations in the
State, comes three days after the
raid on the Jehanabad district
jail and police lines by Maoists
who freed more than 300 pris-
oners, mostly their cadres.
Addressing a press conference
here on Wednesday, Ashish Ku-
mar Mitra, Special Secretary
(Internal Security), said 280

e e
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INSG commandos for
anti-naxal operations

Y\ L
comman\los o\xld be stationed
in Patna and they would under-
take operations only on “specific
inputs.” To a query, he said there
were “specific” intelligence in-
puts on the movements, hide-
outs and cells of naxalites and
the NSG, being a strike force,
would be involved in tackling
them. “There is inflow of infor-
mation on naxalites but it is not
as good as we would like it tobe.”
The Ministry chalked out a
short-term strategy, involving
the arrest of those who stormed
the jail, recovering the abducted
persons to avoid any communal
backlash and tracing the escapee
prisoners. Two helicopters were
stationed in Patna for recon-
naissance.




Maoist nightmiare
‘(l_eahanabad sl%o\u?% send Ol\lﬂ@kg-up call

he Bihar administration cannot pretend to be taken by
surprise by, the ghastly assault at Jehanabad; this news-
paper itself has commented extensively, and recently, on the
spread of Maoism. Jehanabad is one of the prime centres of
excesses committed by both Naxalites and landlord armies,
and has claimed many lives. There was no reason to ease se-
‘curity arrangements to concentrate on the third phase of pol-
ling. It is well known that Maoists are firmly against the par-
liamentary system despite one faction having an alltance with
the RJD. It is equally shocking that the convergence of hun-
dreds of Maoists for Sunday’s jailbreak either went unnoticed
by the. district authorities or was ignored. Bihar has never
been known for a competent intelligence network and the
police have been at the receiving end for several years during
- which arms-have been looted and scores killed. Lalu Prasad
had his own reasons for ignoring the Naxalite menace and
Buta Singh is perhaps too concerned with the Supreme Court
verdict on the dissolution of the Bihar assembly to discharge
administrative responsibilities during President’s Rule.

The security lapse was glaring. The more crucial question is
what can be done to spare innocent citizens from the Maoist -
nightmare. It has been clear they are hellbent on emphasising
that the town has been “liberated” with the moral support of
those who suffer from a sense of neglect. Operation Jailbredk
may serve to underline the fact that even the jail adminis-

- tration at Jehanabad is not competent enough to withstand
the might of the Maoists. In the circumstances, it is strange
that their leader, Ajay Kandu, who had masterminded the
merger of the Maoist Communist Centre with People’s War
and belongs to the extremist think-tank, was shifted from the
more secure Beur jail in Patna to Jehanabad, his stronghold.
It suggests a dangerous kind of thoughtlessness and confusion
in the administration that spells disaster for the people. The
BJP has been quick to blame the Centre and has suggested

. that no political understanding is possible without first dis-
arming the Naxalites. Mr LK Advani needs to explain what
the NDA government had done during its years in power
when innocent citizens were butchered. The threat has
spread alarmingly with suspicions of support coming from
Nepal as well. It is a social and national problem whose solu-
tion needs to rise.above political rivalries. The gdfety and
security of the citizen must come first.
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was In blood,

but cops slept

Naxals’ motive was to
make their presence felt

ANIRBAN Guha Roy
Patna, November 14

THE STATE administration
might find it difficult to buy it.
But Sunday night’s Maoist siege
on Jehanabad jail — a hotbed of
Naxalism — was not a bolt from
the blue. It was in the air. Despite
a steady flow of intelligence in-
puts, the administration could
not see the writing on the wall.

The timing and strategy of the
attack was not just an attempt to
free some top Naxal leaders, in-
cluding Ajay Kanu, from Jehan-
abad jail. The motive was larger.
The Naxals wanted to make their
presence felt on their home turf
— the Gaya-Jehanabad belt —
where sustained crackdown by
security forces in the run-up to
the polls had loosened their
stranglehold. The district went
to the polls in the first phase.

With the poll boycott call
falling flat, pundits say, the raid
was a bid to whip up fear psy-
chosis — especially among the
upper castes, emboldened by the
EC’s crackdown on the terror
brigade.

Narrow escape
for passengers

IT WAS touch and go for
the passengers of Hatia-
bound Patna-Ranchi Ex-
press on Sunday night. For,
the train was standing at
the Jehanabad station
when the Maoists were car-
rying out the jail break op-
eration.

“We got panicky when
reports were flashed that
the Naxals had blasted a
culvert on Patna-Gaya line.
They could have done any-
thing to the train”, said a
rail official. The train was
not allowed to move ahead
on the advice of the state
government and was
brought back. to Patna
Junction at around 3 a.m.
“It finally left for Ranchi
via Jhajha at 5 a.m.”, said
DRM, Danapur division of
the East Central Railway,
KBL Mittal. Meanwhile,
train movement on the Pat-
na-Gaya section of the
Danapur rail division, sus-
pended since Sunday night
has been restored, informed
the railway officials.

PTI, New Delhi

“After Ranvir Sena’s gradual
loss of base in central Bihar, the
Naxals managed to consolidate
in a big way over the past two
years. But the crackdown came
as a blow”, said a senior police
official.

The Naxals also probably
wanted to send a message that
they were capable to striking
with ease anywhere in central
Bihar, including the state capi-
tal, if the whip-lashing contin-
ued.

Moreover, the Naxalites were
‘frustrated’ that two of their top
ideologues — Ajay Kanu, and
Kameshwar Baitha — and
strategist Arvind were behind
bars. The arrest had taken the
wind out of the movement’s
sails. “There were inputs that
the Naxals were planning to free
Kanu. But at the time, the police
strength in Jehanabad was min-
imal,” said an official. Baitha
was arrested last year.

But what does the attack, after
a relative period of lull, signify?
Perhaps a red resurgence —are-
turn of sorts to the bloody old
days of caste and class war. The
magnitude of the strike has not
only thrown up new security
challenges for the administra-
tion, but also opened the old
caste schisms.

“One should not forget that
the economic blockade by CPI-
ML (Liberation) in the late eight-
ies had spawned the private
armies. Sunday’s attack can
again trigger off caste wars in
central Bihar, reminiscent of the
Eighties and the Nineties,” said
a social analyst.

That apart, the government’s
attempts to bring the Naxals
back to the mainstream might
once again be relegated to the
backburner. The reds could use
the new-found ‘fear factor’ to
their advantage.

State police in the dock

The manner in which more than
500 armed extremists marched
through the Jehanabad town —
catching the police unawares on
Sunday night — has put the state
machinery in the dock, especial-
ly when there was prior Intelli-
gence input about the attack.

Why did the state administra-
tion not take adequate preven-
tive steps to ward off such a big
Naxal strike, is something that
haunts everyone.

Though it was for the first
time the Naxalites mustered the
courage to attack the police
lines, it speaks volumes of their
growing strength.

Jehanabad Jail officials display posters written in bload by the Naxals.

o

PT!

V1JAY Swaroop
Patna, November 14

THE CPI (Maoists)’s area of op-
eration, known as ‘Red Corri-
dor’ starts from Nepal and ex-
tends up to 156 districts of 14
states of the country Besides
Nepal, the Naxal outfit has con-
nections with their counter-
parts in countries like Peru,
Philippines, Turkey, Bangladesh
and Bhutan.

It has come to light that the
Nepali Maoists have links with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) of Sri Lanka, as
well.Starting from Nepal, its
area of operation has expanded
into the states of Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Ut-
tar Pradseh, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Ut
taranchal, Kerala and Assam.

The basic idea behind ‘Red
Corridor’ is to form a safe pas-
sage between Nepal, India, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh. While
the Maoists of the southern re-
gion are using the sea route to
enter Sri Lanka, those from the
areas of central and eastern In-
dia use Assam route to enter
Bangladesh and Burma. Prior to

/\f )
\’H \.,,T

Red Corridor: Safe route

merger as the CPI (Maoists), the
Naxal outfit was divided into
separate groups like Maoists
Communist Centre (MCC), Peo-
ple’s War (PW) and Party Unity.
In 1980, the three groups initi-
ated talks for a joint group. This
was mainly because of the fact
that all these Naxal groups had
lost a large numbers of their
members in offensive launched
by the state governments. On
August 11, 1998, PW and Party
Unity merged. In 1993, PW, MCC
and Party Unity formed All In-
dia People’s Resistance Forum.
Finally, all the three outfits and
some other smaller organisa-
tions joined hand on October 14,
2004, to be called CPI (Maoists).
In Bihar, these Left wing out-
fits had been waging war aga-
inst upper caste to claim hege-
mony in the field of politics as
well as the economy with a larg-
er goal for ruling in the state.
The game of supremacy be-
tween PW, MCC and Party Unity
men on one side and the upper
caste armies represented by the
Diamond Sena, Sunlight Sena
and Ranvir Sena on the other
side has led to a dozen of mas-
sacres, resulting in death of
hundreds of innocent peopie.

TRANSNATIONAL AMBITIONS

Red Corridor

It starts from Nepal. Bihar
areas include Bagha, East,
West Champaran, Muzaffarpur,
Samastipur, Begusarai, Sharsa,
Madhepura, Kishanganj, Purnia,
Katihar and Araria, Gopalganj,
Chapra, Bhojpur, Patna,
Bhagalpur, Banka afong Ganga
flanks, with Rohtas, Buxar,
Gaya, Jahanabad, Arwal,
Nawada, Nalanda and
Aurangabad in southern/Bihar.
The aim: Safe passage between
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Maoist
raid on
Bihar
-town

' OURSPECIAL
' CORRESPONDENT

Patna, Nov. 13: Hundreds of
Naxalites swept into Jehan-
abad town tonight and raided
a jail, freeing several prison-
ers and taking 35 hostage.

At least three deaths have
been reported but the toll
could go up as those taken
captive belong to the upper
caste private militia, Ranbir
Sena, the sworn enemy of the
Naxalites.

A source in Jehanabad, 50
km from the Bihar capital,
said suspected CPI (Maoist)
extremists also attacked the
police lines and exploded
bombs in the town.

Security reinforcements
have been rushed from
Patna and Gaya and top
officials were holding a meet-
ing in Patna late into the
night.

“The attack began around
9 pm. The extremists an-
nounced on loudspeakers
that people should remain in-
doors. They said they had no
enmity with the common
people and the police were
their sole target,” the source
said.

Jehanabad district magis-
trate Rana Awadhesh told a
television channel around
10.45 pm that the attack had
been repulsed.

But another source in Je-
hanabad said the Naxalites
pulled back with the hos-
tages after freeing at least
100 prisoners. The jail, with a
sanctioned capacity to hold
600 inmates, is usually three
times full.

The source said the attack
appears to have had three ob-
jectives — loot arms and am-
munition from the police
lines armoury, free comrades
lodged in the jail and send a
signal to the authorities that
they were still capable of car-
rying out big raids.

A few months ago, the ex-
tremists had targeted a po-
lice station in the Madhuban
area of East Champaran,
close to the Nepal border.

A senior police officer
said he had not heard of
Naxalites attacking a town
before.

“This is a new phenome-
non. Perhaps they wanted to
send a bigger message by
sticking to their classical the-
ory of attacking a city after
increasing their influence in
the countryside. The admin-
istration has been caught off
guard,” he added.

The attack comes two
days after a similar raid in
Giridih district of Jhark-
hand where Maoists stormed
a home guard training centre
and looted arms and ammu-
nition. Eight home guard
cadets died in the attack.

Despite the customary
bhoycott calls given by the ex-
tremists, elections in Jehana-
bad and other Naxalite hot-
beds passed off peacefully.
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JOBS, HOUSES FOR JHARKHAND NAXALITES

New surrender
policy for Maoists

aVv

Oct. 20. — The police brass in Jharkhand
has prepared a new surrender policy for
Maoists in the state. Senior police officers
said it is an effort to muster confidence
among the extremists to leave the guns
behind and return to the mainstream.

The proposal has already been for-
warded to the state home department
and would soon be sent to the chief min-
ister’s secretariat for its final seal, before
being placed before the Cabinet for its
nod. The groundwork on the draft of the
surrender policy gained momentum after
the Belwaghati massacre in September,
when fifteen villagers were gunned down
by the ultras in the Giridih district.

Both chief minister Mr Arjun Munda
and former chief minister Mr Babulal
Marandi expressed the need to evolve a
proper surrender policy for Maoists over
the years. It is learnt that the new draft
policy has been prepared under the direct
supervision of the state DGP Mr VD
Ram. Mr Ram invited suggestions from
all SPs of Naxalite violence-affected dis-
tricts. The draft policy says that extrem-
ists surrendering would be offered jobs in
the police forces. But those to be offered
the jobs have to be literate.

Attractive rehabilitation packages for
surrendered extremists are also on the
cards. It has been dealt with elaborately in
the draft. Agricultural land would be
offered to all who surrender; Houses under
Indira Awas Yojna for all who surrender
and are homeless; as for those who surren-
der with arms, there is direct financial ass-
istance. Legal aid would be provided to
contest cases for hardcore Naxalites, if they
decide to lay down arms along with their

Dipankar Bose in Ranchi

THE STATESMAN

‘\ Netarhat alert after

tourists robbed twice

RANCHI, Oct. 20. — A virtuaily egg-on-the-
face Jharkhand administration took strong
steps after two consecutive incidents of loot
of tourists near the Netarhat hill resort on
Tuesday. State home secretary Mr JB Tubid
today summoned the DGP, Mr VD Ram, and
discussed the incidents. MrAbhijit Mukher-
jee, an employee of Howrah Improvement
Trust, and two of his friends, along with their
families, were looted twice while they were
on their way to Netarhat from Betla near
Chipadohor village in Latehar district. “It is a
very unfortunate incident. We had informed
the district police authorities to take
adequate steps and patrol the stretch of the
road regularly after information reached us
about some stray incidents in the area. But,
after this incident, it is clear that there was
laxity on the part of the district police in
manning the streich,” My Tubid said. Mr Ram
later said the Laterhar SP has been asked
to personally visit the area and man the
stretch in between Betla and Netarhat. “The
SP has been asked to make arrangements
for round-the-clock patrolting and track the
miscreants,” Mr Ram said. Mr Mukherjee
and his famuy with their friends were
brought to Ranchi today by the tourism
department and housed in the state guest
house. They are scheduled 1o leave for
Kolkata tomorrow, — SNS

groups of armed cadres.

A separate proposal has also been sent
to the home department by the police, for
providing direct assistance to persons who
sustained permanent disabilities due jto
Naxalite related violence. /
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INTERVIEW / DIPANKAR BHATTACHARYA : 5

‘Maoist violence is no threat to status quo’

secretary of the Communist Party of India

(Marxist-Leninist)-Liberation. The largest
ML faction, Liberation is as much a product of the Nax-
albari uprising as any other existing ML group, in-
cluding the Maoists. It is one of the few Naxal outfits
that has joined the democraticmainstream. He spoke to
Pothik Ghosh and Amrith Lal onissues ranging
from Maoist insurgency to his party’s role in Bihar’s
electoral politics. Excerpts:

D IPANKAR Bhattacharya is the general

Your party has been overground since
1992. Do you think it was politically wise to
take to the parliamentary path?

We have not taken to the parliamentary path.
Parliamentary path has a specific connotation in
comumunist parlance, where people think that
Parliament is the ultimate in democracy. We,
however, don't consider Parliament, as it exists
today, as the pinnade of democracy in India. We
are here participating in whatever avenues are
guaranteed or offered by the Indian Constitu-
tion. We want to explore all those avenues to car-
1y forward the battle for social transformation
and real democracy for the overwhelming ma-
jority of the people. The overwhelming majority
of our people — especially the rural poor, the
toiling masses — do not really enjoy the democ-
racy that is supposedly enshrined in Constitu-
tion. By coming overground, we have been able

R L i

to expand the horizon of our battle. We'v *been
able to reach out to larger sections of society. To-
day, we are in a position where we can intervene
in the political discourse more effectively.
Should the Maoists learn from you, and
join the political mainstream?
I'm in no position to offer any advice to the
Maoists. I'm not their political consultant. But
the thing is, if you look at the evolution of the
Maoist movement or phenomenon in India,
you'll see that in the '80s in Andhra Pradesh as
well as in Bihar, they had a kind of mass follow-
ing. They had an appeal among students and
radical sections of the intelligentsia and the rural poor.
Organisations like the Radical Students’ Union, Raythu
Coolie Sangam (in Andhra), Mazdoor Kisan Sangram
Samiti (in Bihar) of the Party Unity faction of the CPI-
ML — which is today just a component of the CPI
(Maoists) — played a role in mass politics. So, in the
'80s, they were not really looking at armed struggle as
the only form of political articulation. But over the years
they have reached a situation where they think that
they can only speak through the gun. That has probably
not helped their cause. In Andhra Pradesh, they explo-
red this possibility of negotiations with the state. That
has not delivered. Probably, it would be a good thing for
them to evaluate their own experience critically.
You say parliamentary politics is not an end in it-
self for you. But you are a serious player in the Bi-
har assembly elections. What would your agenda
for the state be if you came to power?
To implement at one go all those long-awaited reforms
that Bihar has been denied all these years. For example,
land reforms. Bihar was the first state in the country
where legislation for land reforms was enacted, and
which created a national debate on the issue. But the
implementation ofland reform hasbeen the most tardy
and flawed in Bihar. Secondly, Bihar is one state where
all notions of Constitution and the rule of the law has
just been thrown to the winds. So. estahlishment nf the

All those parties, which harp on

non-violence, are the real purveyors of
violence. The Maoists’ problem is not

the degree of violence they practise, but

that they ignore other forms of protest.

rule of law is another of our chief concerns. Corruption
and criminalisation of politics, which has assumed such
alarming proportions in Bihar, can only be countered
through people’s assertion. We have to mete out exem-
plary punishment to all political and economic offend-
ers, and cririnals. I think if we ever come to power the
first things that we are going to do are land reforms and
industrialisation in Bihar. Dignity of the rural poor,
which in a way we personify, will definitely be champi-
oned and established on a much bigger scale.

Both the NDA and UPA have made it clear that they
have a common minimum programme, vis-a-vis Bihar.
And that is subjecting Bihar to permanent backward-
ness. It's retarding Bihar's economic development for
decades to come, subjecting the state to all kinds of feu-
dal remnants. Against this common minimum pro-
gramme we are trying to unleash common maximum
protest. This has been our manifesto, our signature in
Bihar, and we’ll carry this forward if we come to power.
What obstructs the implementation of progres-
sive legislation in the region comprising east UP,
Bihar and Jharkhand?
1t’s acknowledged by almost all sections of the academ-
ic community and bureaucrats that the political will to
enforce such legislation has been lacking in the region.
We don't really have asituation where we can generate
political willand implement it. Basically as they putitin

Bihar, the judidiary, the bureaucracy and thepols
itical parties in power were all heavily dominate
by feudal landed interests, who had a stake agai-
nst land reform. They formed an unholy trinity
that militated against any implementation of
land reform. And this stranglehold of feudal for-
! ces continues even now in other forms, through
otheractors. Politically, it continues in the formy of
private armies. It has reached such a stage where
the state is now aware that it can only rule
through legalisation of private violence. Private
armies have come toacquire akind of legitimacy.
Our understanding is that it’s the rural poor
who can really provide this political will. Gener-
ating the political will, sustaining it, backing it up
* with all the might of the people, and then imple-
menting it through legislation, through concréte
official steps, calls for a massive transformationin
the region. Even for small changes we have to
wage big battles and make big sacrifices. Take the
example of the right to vote. People take it for
granted — it’s there, universally acknowledged
and part of our Constitution’s basic structure. Yet
in Bihar, in 1989, when, for the first time, Dalits
really ventured out, gathered the courage and
the organisation to go to the booths and excercise
their franchise, they had to pay heavily. Even to-
day, they have to pay heavily for very small cha-
nges — small amounts of dignity and recogm-
tion, small increment in wages.
Violence is a function of a primitive social
order. Why have the Maoists, despite their
mission to modernise backward social for-
mations, failed to give up violence?
This whole debate over violence is a little oversir-
etched and misplaced. Basically what is sought {0
be established is some kind of a tacit monopaly
oversodal violence. Aslong as the rural poor were
at the receiving end and old sodety and its feudal
lords knew that they could do anything with the
help of violence, there seemed to be no problen
with violence. It'sonly when people started resist-
ing this violence, started defending their own ex-
istence and rights that violence became a cause for copi-
cern. lalways say that CPI{ML) is the party that engages
in the least amount of violence, And all these parties,
which talk about non-violence, are the real purveyots of
violence. In my view, the problem of the Maoists is 1 »
the degree of violence they practise, but that they ignore
other forms of protest. The thing is to organise people -
a political force. The question is to change the political
complexion, social texture of the country.

And if we have to do that, we have no option but 1
reach out to the people. The fire-power of the Maoists
doesnotin any way threaten the entrenched interests !
the real perpetrators of social violence. It has been
proved that the Maoists can be bought, notwithstanding
their fire-power and poll boycotts. They can be persuo -
ed to capture booths and deliver votes 10 the ruling par-
ties. It follows, therefore, that this is a threat the ruling
dasses are perfectly comfortable with. Butif we are reat:
ly to put up a challenge to the status quo, it has to be
more comprehensive. The challenge has to acquire vl
tifarious forms. Marxists should be able to master alt
forms of political struggle, and challenge the existing or
der both from within and without. We can't afford the
luxury of imagining that we can invent social order. The
battle for a new social order will have to be carried {or-
ward from within the existing social order. Relying ex-
clusively on violence will only weaken our position.
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RANCHI, Sept. 25. — It
could have been anyone.

The Jharkhand rural
development and trans-
port minister, Mr Enos
Ekka, the AICC member
and in-charge of the
affairs of Congress in
Jharkhand, Mr Harikesh
Bahadur, or Mr Pradip
Kumar Balmuchu, the
Congress state president.
A little later, the district
commissioner, along with
the district superintendent
of police, were scheduled
to pass along the road too.

There was a flurry of
VIP movement along the
Simdega main road yester-
day, where Naxalites blew
up a portion of a culvert;
badly damaging a police
vehicle meant for escorting
Mr Ekka from Simdega to
Ranchi. Six police officers
were injured in the attack,
but the minister escaped
unhurt. Mr Harikesh
Bahadur’s convoy had
passed barely fifteen min-
utes before the attack.
A day after the incident,
that rocked the police top-
brass as well as the admin-
istration, facts revealed
that there was prior infor-

mation with the district
police about the assembly
of around two dozen hard-
core extremist leaders in
the villages and jungles of
Kolebhira and Simdega.
Most of them had assem-
bled in the Sangrapani
forests of Kolebhira to cel-
ebrate the outfit’s founda-
tion day on 21 September.

Yesterday’s attack, pol-
ice said, was led by Manoj
Nageshia, the Simdega-
Gumla border area com-
mander of CPI (Maoist)
and a resident of the Biru
Bhudhapahar area.

At least fifty extremists
participated in the attack.
Most of them were sta-
tioned at vantage points
atop hills lining the
Simdega main road. All of
them were armed with
assault rifles.

Mr Vinay Pandey,
Simdega SP, said that after
a close inspection of the
area, including the jungles
on both sides of the road,
he felt that at least one of
the extremists was hit by a
bullet fired by the police in
retaliation as blood marks
could be seen on the forest
floor. Mr Pandey added-
that the extremists had
used any remote
device to trigger

trol
e biast.

G

ert/
blast

“We have found a long coil
of telephone wire and
some other materials used
for the detonation. These

indicate that the can bomb
device was detonated
manually.

“A combing operation is
on in the area and we will
scan all the bridges along
the road,” the SP said. The
SP added that contgactors
involved in the construc-
tion of the bridge would
also be questioned.

Special combing opera-
tions are to begin soon in
Saraipani, A Sangrapani,
Gobardhansha and Besra-
jara areas in Kolebhira
and Kushkela and Japk-

.akona, Sarlonga,” Bilanga-

bira and Bhelwadih areas
of Simdega.

Police have learnt that
the extremists involved in
the blast ahead of Mr
Ekka’s convoy’s passing the
area had come from the
Besrajara area and they
had fled along the same
route. Interrogation of four
persons Benedict
Toppo, Nelson Toppo,
Shankar Pradhan and
Marianus Lakra — who
were taken into custody
from the nearby Thikpani
village, soon after the blast
on Saturday morning, is on.
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; @Fgr a two-track ¢
N .
response to naxalism

he first meeting of the Standing Committee of
Chief Ministers of naxalite-affected States has
tried to come to grips with the enormity of the
challenge posed by various naxalite or Maoist
groups. That seven Chief Ministers plus the Governor of

ihar participated in the meet is itself significant progress in
he effort to evolve a joint strategy to deal with what has

ecome a major national problem. Significantly, most of the
nine States involved seem to appreciate the need for a
i [twin-track response — firmly tackling the security threat
and simultaneously implementing socio-economic devel-
opment programmes in the vulnerable areas. This is the only
way any government can respond effectively to the naxalite
challenge, and the gamut of socio-economic issues it has
succeeded in bringing to the fore. The high-level New Delhi
meeting became a political imperative following the failure
in Andhra Pradesh — the State most deeply and extensively
affected by naxalism — of the peace talks initiated by the
Congress Government with the Maoists. That the process
collapsed before substantive issues could be addressed
points to the near-intractability of the problem. When hard-
core naxalite groups break away from talks, they tend to
return to their violent ways, as if there is a need to prove
their destructive capabilities all over again. No Government
can allow such violence and ruination of lives, property,
livelihood, and welfare.

Two key decisions have been taken at the New Delhi
conclave: (a) to set up joint task forces to combat naxalites
and (b) to get the States to utilise the special component plan
for the development of naxal-affected districts. The States
have been asked to appoint a nodal officer to coordinate
action against naxalites, and the Centre will assist them in
raising India Reserve Battalions for more effective oper-
ations. The scheme to modernise the police forces in the
States holds part of the key. However, no State can afford to
approach naxalism as a mere law and order problem. Mea-
ningful welfare and development programmes must be tak-
en, as a socio-political priority, to the doorstep of the
affected people, mostly tribal folk, in whose name the naxa-
lites raise various issues. Only when States break out of the
insensitive conventional mould and the bureaucratic mind-
set to transform the lives of people eking out a living in
jungle and edge of forest under conditions of extreme depri-
vation, will they succeed in snapping the bond on which
naxalism thrives. In fact, it is important not just for the nine
States officially categorised as “naxalite affected,” but also
for others facing socie-economic unrest to take serious steps
to meet basic needs, invest substantial resources in socio-
economic development, and, towards this objective, decen-
tralise governance and empower local bodies. If they suc-
ceed, there will be greatly reduced space for naxalism and
other forms of extremism to grow.
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COORDINAT:B special

tions against the Left-wing ex-
tremists across state boundaries
may begin soon. The chief
ministers of affected states,
on Monday reportedly en-
dorsed a rotational command
structure for inter-state joint
task forces, proposed to con-
duct such crackdowns.

In the first meeting of the
standing committee of chief
ministers on Naxalism here on
Monday, the Centre and the af-
fected states agreed to opera-
tionalise “at the earliest”, the
June 2005 decision of the coor-
dination centre on Naxalism, to
set up joint task forces compris-
ing police personnel of contigu-
ous states for “coordinated and
synergised anti-Naxalite opera-
tions across state boundaries.”

Though the  ministry
of home affairs had, subse-
quent to the ¢coordination cen-
tre meeting, proposed twosuch
joint task forces — one,
comprising police personnel
from Andhra Pradesh, Chattis-
garh, Maharashtra, Orissa,
Jharkhand and Madhya
Pradesh and the other having
forces drawn from Jharkhand,
Bihar, UP, West Bengal and
Orissa—differences among the
states regarding the modalities,
particularly their command
structure, had been delaying
their operations.




Anti-Naxalite raidsy
1nten51fy in Jharkhand

RANCHI, Sept. 17. —
Jharkhand Police, along with
their counterparts in Orissa,
have launched one of the big-
gest offensives against Naxalites
in and around Saranda forests
in Chaibasha. The move comes
after the bloodbath in Belwa-
ghati in Giridih where fifteen
people were gunned down by
the Maoists.

According to information
from the state police, a detailed
plan has been formulated by
the police top-brass about the
operation, which has begun
since early this morning. The
entire operation is being led by
IG (Ranchi Range) Mr DK
Pandey. The DIG of Kolhan, Mr
Ramchandra Ram, has also left
for the destination along with a
large contingent.

The movement of forces
started since last cvening.
Around 10 companies of CRPF
have been assembled from
across the state in Jamshedpur.
Three more companies of the
state’s Special Task Force and
Sengel (indigenous force devel-
oped b)yfé state police to com-

o

bat Naxalites) were “Asked "to
report at Jamshedpur.

Sources said that after a late
night meeting of top police
officers, it was also decided to
form a team of doctors who
would be taken to nearby loca-
tions to treat injured jawans
and policemen.

Police officers said Saranda
forest will be surrounded from
three strategic corners and the
entire force would be split into
three groups.

The first attack would be led
by Mr Navin Kumar, SP
Chaibasha, from Barajumda.
ASP Chaibasha Mr  Saket
Kumar Singh has been asked to
lead the second group from
Bundgaon. Finally, the Kolhan
DIG will lead the offensive
from Monoharpur.

A separate police team will
co-ordinated by Orissa Police
from inside Sundergarh district
in that state, sources said, to
back-up the offensive of
Jharkhand Police against the
Naxalites.

Sources said the raids had
already begun inside Saranda
forest, but there was no infor-
mation about any arrest.
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Govt eyes
Bharti Jain Q;/i
NEW DELHI 15 SEPTEMBER

T THE meeting of the chief ministers
A of Naxalite-infested states, to be held

on September 19, the Centre will try
to evalve a consensus on the modalities of
proposed joint task forces for undertaking
cross-border special operations.

The anti-Naxal strategists have decided to
get tough with the Left-wing extremists bent
on violence. The operationalisation of these
joint task forces, which will comprise police
personnel from the affected states and would
have the ready mandate to go in for a barrier-

| free crackdown against the Naxals, is seen as

+ crucial to “facilitate direct intelligence sharing
and operational planning among the affected
states.” The Union home ministry and the
nine affected states had agreed to form these
joint task forces comprising police personnel
of contiguous states at a meeting of the coor-
dination centre on Naxalism in June.

Though the MHA immediately followed
up the decision by proposing the formation of
two such joint task forces, the modalities of

joint
VL

\e1 4

which were to be worked by Andhra Pradesh
DGP and Jharkhand DGP, the plan got stuck
due to different opinions on the command
structure of these forces.

The MHA feels that if an agreement is
reached among the chief ministers on details
of the command structure — on whether
they should be headed by the seniormost po-
lice officerirrespective of the state to which he
belongs or by officers of different members
states on a rotational basis — the task forces

é(u.qu”ve [
I}n‘m

body, to fight Naxals

can be immediately operationalised. Sus-
tained special operations can then be under-
taken against the extremists crossing state
boundaries while on the run. As of now, spe-
cial operations are undertaken by special task
forces of individual states, although joint op-
erations have recently been launched by
Orissa and Andhra Pradesh as well as Bihar
and UP. Among other items on the agenda is
promotion of village defence mechanisms.
The MHA has been working on this new
phenomenon by induding security reim-
bursement expenditure (SRE) scheme, iterns
like the Rs-1,500 honorarium for the SPOs of
the village defence committees (VDCs), a Rs
2-lakh annual allocation to each VDC, Rs 5
lakh to each SP for community policing and
another Rs 2 lakh for anti-Naxal publicity ac-
tivities. In fact, the MHA has increased the
outlay towards SRE for Naxal-affected areas
to Rs 40 crore this year. The states will also be
asked to reinforce the VDCs by setting up mo-
bile patrols and locating police pickets in the
villages having these VDCs. The raising of IR
battations from the affected areas is likely to
be emphasised at the September 19 meeting.
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NDIA is witnessing an armed strug-

gle against the State in 150-odd dis-

tricts spread over 14 states. The re-

sponse of the State to such an
armed struggle has been episodic and ad
hocbecause the state functionaries have
treated this large-scale social unrest as a
mere law and order problem.

Naxalism is quite active in states like
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Bihar, Orissa and Maharashtra,
while some elements of it can be found
in West Bengal, UP, Tamil Nadu, Utta-
ranchal, Kerala, Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh. The Naxal phenomenon of
armed struggle against the State beganin
the '60s and was confined only to West
Bengal and the Telengana region of
Andhra Pradesh. But today, the practi-
tioners of armed struggle have spread
their network in 14 states and more than
150 districts of India. Significantly, they
are very active in the tribal areas and dis-
tricts suffering from acute agrarian crisis.

The BJP-led coalition government at
the Centre, from 1998 to 2004, followed
a policy of ruthless suppression of Nax-
als. Andhra Pradesh chief minister
Chandra Babu Naidu implemented this
poticy of suppression as advocated by
then Union home minister L K Advani.
But home minister Shivraj Patil of UPA,
unlike his predecessor, clearly stated on
September 23, 2005 that the govern-
ment in Naxal-infected states should re-
duce dependence on arms by these
groups and encourage “conditional or
unconditional talks with them.”

Mr Patil further elaborated: “Orissa
was willing to do it. Jharkhand said some
consensus should be evolved and if the
Centre tock the lead, it would be useful.
Others thought that some principle
could be followed. We told them they
should spearhead the peace dialogue.
We can come in whenever they feel they
need us.” In other words, every political
party which has an agrarian social base,
including the Congress, has recognised
that the Naxal problem is not merely a
law and order problem and has social
reasons which need to be addressed on

L e

the basis of a “dialogue” with the Peo-
ple’s War groups. The UPA government’s
policy of “dialogue” with Naxals was
practised by the Congress government of
Andhra Pradesh for full one year and it
has been reversed on August 17, 2005
after the assassination of a state minister
by the Naxals.

It deserves to be clearly stated that the
ideclogues of Naxalim were absolutely
wrong in characterising the Indian State
as “neo-colonial and unpopular” This
faulty theoretical formulation led them
tolaunch an “armed struggle” against the
‘anti-people’ State on the Maoist model.
Naxals were absolutely wrong when
they proclaimed “chairman Mao is our
chairman.” Charu Majumdar and others
did not recognise the strong democratic
social essence of the bourgeois Indian
State and they failed to launch popular
democratic struggles in support of agrar-
ian restructuring of India. This led the
Naxals to challenge the armed might of
the State through the power of gun. This
faulty ideology and strategy of armed
struggle against the State failed and dem-
ocratically-elected West Bengal govern-
ment completely marginalised Naxalism
by undertaking large-scale land reforms.

|

BONNY THOMAS

Actually, the genesis of Naxal prob-
lem lies in the “unfinished agenda of
land reforms” and the Indian State’s in-
sensitivity to tribal exploitation by con-
tractors, bureaucrats and politicians in
the remote tribal belts. Naxalism in In-
dia has a social origin. Gunnar Myrdal
in his classic The Asian Drama — an in-
quiry into the causes of Indian poverty
— had alerted the Indian State, as early
as the "70s, that it has not been able to
implement basic land reforms in many
parts of the Indian states. But it does not
mean that land reforms have not been
on the agenda of the Indian State.

NDIA has abolished traditional rent

seeking “absentee landlordism” but
surplus land has not been distributed to
the landless. Moreover, the backward
caste — middle peasantry — which has
been the beneficiary of the much-ma-
ligned land reforms are behaving like
“neo-landlords” and are ruthiessly deal-
ing with the Scheduled Caste, landiess
agricultural workers. The Yadavas of UP
and Bihar, the Jats of Rajasthan,
Haryana and western UP or Khammas
and Reddys of Andhra -Pradesh have
captured the state machinery and they

Politics alone can tackle Naxalism
- Violence by the state breeds mor%\i%lence by weak and helpless groups. (mensitive to
society and prepared to intervene proactively can tackle the Naxal problem, says C P Bhambhri.

are hardly interested in undertaking any
land reform. It is not a question of land
reforms alone, even minimum statutory
wages are not paid to the landless work-
ers. However, state governments, con-
trolled by the backward caste, middle
peasantry, are not at all committed to im-
plement the policies concerning the
amelioration of the living conditions of
tribals and Dalits. The government of Bi-
har (and its successor Chhattisgarh) has
turned a blind eye to private armies of
high caste landlords, like Ranveer Sena,
which are inflicting private vendetta
against the oppressed and struggling
landless. The Naxals have to face the bul-
lets of the armed constabulary and the
landlord’s armies in these states.

The agrarian crisis has become more
pronounced in the '90s. Government
data clearly show that capital formation
inrural India is declining and unemploy-
ment in rural areas is increasing at an
alarming rate, affecting not only the
landless but also millions of marginal and
smali-holding farmers. Rural industriali-
sation can provide new opportunities to
the surplus army of the rural unem-
ployed but the state governments do not
have any agenda for creating rural em-
ployment opportunities. But the new
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme adopted by the UPA govern-
ment could help tackle this problem, al-
beit in a gradualist manner.

It deserves to be stated that Naxal
method of armed struggle against the
well-armed Indian State will not suc-
ceed. At the same time, the state man-
agers should know that the Naxal prob-
lem s the result of serious acts of omis-
sion and commission by those who
have been elected to serve the masses.
A social problem like Naxalism can be
resolved only if the Indian State follows
social welfare policies. For, violence by
the State breeds more violence by the
weak and helpless groups. A socially ac-
tivist and interventionist State can tack-
le the Naxal problem. Fanon's
“Wretched of the Earth’ need succour
and not suppression by the state.
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failed primarily because it

was divided and was not
wholly prepared. The fact that
Mao’s China at that time was
India’s arch enemy made them a
public enemy. There was also a
concerted political will to put
them down as the nation was to
go to war with Pakistan shortly
thereafter. With the Maoists
going underground, they clandes-
tinely set about re-establishing
themselves in their base areas
with a great deal of popular sup-
port, as none of the causes of dis-
content were addressed by
successive governments,

Forty groups

The Maoists were earlier split
into groups. Some believe there
were as many as 40 groups. The
main ones were called the Maoist
Communist Centre of India, the
Communist Party of India
{(Marxist-Leninist), People’s War
Group, Revolutionary Commu-
nist Centre of India, Revolutio-
nary Communist Centre of India
(Maoist), Communist Party of
India (CPI-ML). All these
groups allied themselves to each
other and to the Maoist parties of
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal
to form a joint organisation cal-
led the coordinating committee
of the Maoist Communist Parties
and Organisations of South Asia.
They also formed part of the
Revolutionary . Internationalist
Movement (RIM) set up in 1984
to coordinate Maoists efforts all
over the world. Interestingly the
RIM headquarters was in the
USA.

Indian Maoist groups largely
merged on 21 September 2004 to
call themselves the Communist
Party of India (Maoist) atong
with a statement that “we declare
that the guerrilla armies of the
CPI (ML), PW and MCCI, the
People’s Guerrilla Army and the
Peoples Liberation Guerrilla Ar-
my (PLGA) have been merged
into the People Liberation Guer-
rilla. Army (PLGA). Hereafter
the principal task of the party is
to develop the PLGA into a full-
fledged Peoples Liberation Army
(PLA) and transform the existing
guerrilla zones into base areas,

The Na)i;lite uprising in 1971

The author is a retired Lieutenant-
General, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, of the
Indian Army :
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thereby advancing towards the
New Democratic Revolution.
The statement included promi-
ses of support for the “Struggle of
the Nationalities” for self-deter-
mination including their right to
secession (implying support for
the North-east insurgent groups
and terrorists in J&K). The
Maoists would expose, isolate

and defeat all forms of social re-
pression, particujarly untoucha-
bility and casteism and the more
dangerous Hindu fascist forces
whilst exposing other fundamen-
talist forces.

Strategy of struggles

It would direct its struggles
against the central and state gov-
ernments and their allies includ-
ing the CPI and CPI-M and their
allies. The somsoamists ir Semgal
have been proclaimed to be guilty
of unleashing a “white terror”
against the downtrodden people
and capitalism in having given
total support to businessmen
from outside the state, who are
looting it. The Maoists proclaim
that they will counter them
through “Red Terror”. The Mao-
ists also state that they will resist
expansionist designs of imperia-
lists all over the world and sup-
port the Iragi and Afghan people
against US imperialist designs.

In a document on the “Strategy
and Tactics of the Indian Revolu-
tion”, the Maoists stated that
“the character of Indian society is
semi-colonial, semi-feudal. The
Indian Revolution would have to
pass through two stages. The first
must change the semi-colonial,
semi-feudal society into an inde-
pendent New Democratic Socie-
ty. The targets of the revolution
would be the imperialists, bour-
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geoisie and landlord t;las es...The
motive forces for the revolution
are to be the peasants, workers
and petty bourgeoisie, with the
national bourgeoisie being vaci-
lating allies. The immediate aim
is to be achieved through the
path of a protracted people’s war
starting from the rural areas”.

The document amplifies that

no viable solution to the prob-
lems of the people can be found

through any parliamentary insti--

tution. Experience of the last 58
years has confirmed that whosoe-
ver participated in it got entren-
ched into this system and there-
after failed to resolve the prob-
lerns of the people. In fact parti-
cipation in an election amounts
to abandoning the cause of the
Maoist revolution.

Tha imnnrtant crharantavictine
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of the Maoist movement are:
educated leadership not neces-
sarily from deprived classes with
ambitions of seizing power throu-
gh the barrel of a gun; cadres
largely from deprived classes; a
support base amongst deprived
classes in difficult terrain with a
combination of social work and
terror tactics, extortion in the
form of taxes; expanding areas of
control through terror and raids
on banks and police stations for
funds and weapons in addition to
that received from abroad.

On 5 December 2004, the
PGLA blew up three tourist
guesthouses at Kokrajhore in
Belpahari of Midnapore district,
alleging that these houses were
being used for sex trade. Sixty
to 100 cadres of the PGLA
carried out the operation. There
were no fatalities as it was
planned as a show of force
against the Communist govern-

\ Y .
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ment. There have been further
incidents in a number of places
since then. It, however, needs to
be noted that Maoist activities
have been carried on for quite
some time by the two erstwhile
Left extremist factions and there
is now a re-emerging Naxalite
threat in Bengal.

Proxy war

The situation is now alse
beginning to pose a serivus threut
patticularly when considered in
conjunction with the activities ol
Maoists in Nepal. This activity
can now be considered to be part
of the proxy war against India.
There are indications that the
Maoists are supported through
Bangladesh and Nepal by Pak-
istan, Chind' and Bangladesh w,
part of their proxy war ctiort
(though this is denied by China).

The Maoists are waging a peo-
ple’s war in 13 states — Andhra.
Bihar, Chattisgarh, Jharkand.
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Mg
dhya Pradesh, Orissa. Kajasthan
{minimal), Tamil Nadu, Uttae:
Pradesh, Uttaranchal (minimalj
and West Bengal. According u:
the ministry of home affairs, in 14
of these states in 2004, a total ot
420 civilians and 98 security
forces men were reportedly kilied
in Maoist terrorist-related violci
ce. State-wise figures of thow
killed are: 155 m Bihar Jhe-
khand 150, Chattisgarh 75, An
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rashtra 15, West Bengal 14,
Orissa 8, Madhya Pradesh 3.
Karnataka 1. The casualty figuis
are not necessarily indicative o
the degree to which the states arc
affected. In reality in the affecieu
areas of certain states, the wriy ol
the government simply does st
run. Hence there are no reports
of casualties/deaths.

The under-developed hill regi-
ons in these states are the worst
affected. This is where niost o
the mineral and forest wealth i
located and is primarily inhabicd
by the tribal people.

The only exceptions are Ultiar
Pradesh, Bihar and Madiva
Pradesh where the lower caste
belts are primarily atfected in
addition to the hill arcas. In «
nutshell, the affected areas und
people are the under-developed.
poorly governed areas, inhabited
by economically and sociuliy
deprived people.
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24 security
men killed in

Chhattisgarh
gmne blast

\“‘/Ralpur

ﬁp\ 4 SEPTEMBER V %
THE Chhattisgarh governmen

considered imposition of a ban
on Naxalites on Sunday, after
they tﬁggered a powerful land
mine in Bijapur police district,

. killing 24 security men, including

22 central reserve police force

_ (CRPF) personnel.

Twenty-two personnel be-
longing to the 87th battalion of
CRPF and two from the district
force of Bijapur pohce travelling
in an anti-land mine vehicle
were killed in the blast near Pade-
da village, about 12 kms from Bi-
japur, last evening, chief minister
Dr Raman Singh said. The indi-
dent took place when the vehicle
— carrying the CRPF personnel
from Bijapur to Padeda camp —
was negotiating a turn at Ponjar
rivulet, home minister Ram
Vichar Netam said.

“The impact of the blast was so
strong that the vehicle, in which
the security men were travelling,
was blown to pieces,” Mr Singh
commented. He added that, he
had convened a high level meet-
ing in the evening to consider
damping a ban on the CPI
{Maoist) among other things.

Three injured persons, includ-
ing commander BK Toppo have
been airlifted to the state capital
and though their condition is se-
rious they are out of danger, Mr
Singh said. Al the bodies have
been recovered. “Bodies of 16 se-
curity men were taken to the di-
visional headquarters at Jag-
dalpur,” Mr Singh added. — PTI
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Centre

NEW DELHI: The Centre said on
Sunday that it would make a
comprehensive review of the sit-
uation in Chhattisgarh and de-
cide on counter measures
against naxalites. This comes in
the wake of Saturday’s landmine
attack near Bijapur in which 24
security personnel, including 22
CRPF personnel, were killed.

“The Home Ministry will
make a comprehensive review of
the naxalite situation in Chhat-
tisgarh with senior State Gov-
ernment officers and decide on
appropriate counter measures,”
a spokesman said.

The Centre condemned Sat-
urday’s incident and conveyed
its sympathies to the bereaved
families.

High-level meeting

In Raipur, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Raman Singh told PTI
that his Government was con-
sidering imposing a ban on the
group.

Twenty two personnel be-

steps against
naxalites

Landmine blast death toll 24;§\0\
Chhattisgarh may ban outfits

plans
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longing to the 87th battalion of
the Central Reserve Police
Force and two from the District
Force of Bijapur Police trav-
elling in an anti-landmine vehi-
cle were killed in the blast near
Padeda village, Mr. Singh said.

“The impact of the blast was
so strong that the vehicle was
blown to pieces,” Mr. Singh
said, adding that he had con-
vened a high-level meeting to
consider clamping a ban on the
CPI (Maoist).

Three persons, including
Commander BX. Toppo, who
were injured, have been airlifted
to the State capital. All the bod-
ies have been recovered.

To a question, Mr. Singh said
the incident would not change
his plan to visit the naxalite-
affected area in the near future.

The ‘Salwa Judum’ or the
peace campaign by the villagers
of Bijapur area and also the
anti-naxalite operation by the
police would continue, he said.
~PTI




Naxalites

11 four

in Jhar hand<

RANCHI, Aug. 31. —
.Four persons were killed
late last night by Naxalite
ultras in the Latehar dis-
trict of Jharkhand. All
four were first kidnapped

from - the neighbouring
Lohardaga district.

According to police offi-
cers, the killing was mas-
terminded by the ultras of
the banned Naxalite outfit
Jharkhand Sangharsh Jan-
amukti Morcha.

Police  sources of
Latehar and Lohardaga
said that around 2 a.m.
today, a gang of 15 to 20
heavily armed extremists
entered Bariatu village in
Kisko police station area
of Lohardaga. .After sur-
rounding the village, they
kidnapped / Ramswarup
Lohra (38), Burul Lohra

‘thereafter and their

(20), Firingi Lohra (18)
and Sayed Ansari (16)
from a particular house.
After the abduction, the
four were brought to the
end of Turudi village area

in neighbouring Latehar

distriét after a trek through
the jungles and hilly tracks.
The four were beheaded
with swords and cho%)ers
uti-
lated bodies left there.
Soon after the killings,
police said, the gang went
back inside the deep forest
after raising slogans.
Latehar SPMr PS
Kendaswami said today:
“All four who were mur-
dered had started con-
struction business and the
Naxalites had demanded
huge amounts of “levy”

-from them..When denied:

their share of the levy,
they killed the four.”
The bodies of the four

were recovered from: the
Turudi village by police.
Aun intesnse combing oper-
ation was also started after
cordoning off the entire
area. However, there were
no reports of any artest till
reports last came in.
District police officers in
both Latehar and Lohar-
daga have started seperate

- investigations into the mas-

sacre. After an intense
round of questioning, some
villagers of Bariatu told the
police that the Lohras’
were into a dispute over a
land with another family in
the village, who have con-
nections with Naxalites. “In
all probabilities, the ultras
had murdered the Lohra
family members because
both sides could not come
to a mutual understanding
on the cdntrol of the prop-
erty”, the villagers report-
edly pointed out.
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Should Naxalites contest gjectlons?

Wilf only help them to serve people better Q{(

ocratic system for policy-making, one of the ultimate means

to eradicate social poverty and inequality and, thereby, for

the country’s overall development. Different political parties are

contesting elections with their own ideologies, and the party that

wins the majority forms the government and frames policies in

which the losing majority — as opposition — also plays an equal-
ly critical role to air their views in the parliamentary process.

Itis very evident in recent years that small parties, regional rep-

resentations and social groups can play a cru-

T HE election process is the most powerful weapon in a dem-

%They can t stay insulated from polls

\ NY movement that seeks to radically transform an exist-
Aing system must first learn the task of exposing and chal-
lenging it from within. Indian Maoists cannot claim im-
munity, or exemption, from this iron law of revolutions. But,
ironically, our Maoist friends do not mind negotiating with a
Congress government and treat election boycotts as axiomatic.
Yet, in real life, they cannot stay insulated from elections, and, as
they refuse to utilise elections, elections have been using them.
The boycott they so religiously advocate at election time has
now degenerated into just a smoke-screen

cial role in policy-making in coalition politics.

FACE-OFF

for indirect participation in the hustings. Is it

For instance, the Left parties are influencing

not well known that either helping the Con-

policy-making in line with their ideologies in pemma.
the present central coalition. And many of the
regional parties and social groups that partic-
ipated in the election process got an opportu-
nity to represent their views and ideologies.
The Naxalites and other extremist groups
are fighting on behalf of landless labour and
tribals against different forms of exploitation,
through armed struggle; they are also aiming

towards a classless society. In doing that they (™" %
mainly ostracised themselvesby movingonto ~ V SARAVANAN
isolated terrain and rural areas, and in at-  Fellow/Reader

tempting to destabilise state institutions and *CESS, Hyderabad

gress to wrest power from TDP, or vice versa,
has become the Maoists’ electoral destiny in
Andhra Pradesh, their strongest bastion?
The formative years of AP’s Maoist movemn-
ent had, however, revealed much potential.
The movement held strong appeal for the ru-
ral poor and students in the '80s. But its insi-
stence on poll boycotts, no matter what, imp-
arted an exclusively militarist orientationtoit.
The Marxist praxis of combining, and mast-

D BHATTACHARYA ering, all forms of struggle was rejected in fav-
General Secretary, our of exclusive, one-sided emphasis on isola-
CPI-ML ted armed acts. The biggest casualty of this was

the elected representatives. But although
these movements are cynical about the electoral process, they play
an important role in power politics during poll time. They can ac-
quire added space to deliver services to the people (and particular-
ly for those for whom they are struggling) if they themselves now
participate in the poll process. So they should take theirideology to
the people and mobilise popular support through the electoral
process instead of keeping at bay; that would be a better way to deal
with the dynamics of society, and for the cause of the oppressed.
In short, participation in the electoral democratic process is in-
evitable if Naxalites are to execute their ideology. History also
shows that armed struggle always ends up with the loss of lives
but offers no lasting solution to social problems.
*Centre for Economic and Soctal Studies

the movement's mass potential, especially the
possibility of mobilising vast sections on a radical political basis.
Soitis against a critical self-evaluation of this experience, and
not as part of any deal with the powers that be, that our Maoist
friends must today consider the question of contesting elections.
Using elections for radical mobilisation, and independent asser-
tion, of the oppressed is no easy task however. That is borne out by
the CPI-ML's experience. The combination of money-, and muscle-
, power, the wrath of the government of the day and, increasingly,
the Election Commission’s fiats (in the name of stopping the crimi-
nalisation of politics), are all factors heavily loaded against the use,
by the oppressed and radicalised, of the vote as a weapon of struggle
against the ruling elite’s policies and domination. But, then, re\?/

tion is all about determined encounters with existing reality.
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‘Maoists call
ban ‘thought

policing’
WY |

ASHOK Das
Hyderabad, August 23

TRUE TO its tradition of
reacting late, the CPI-
Maoist slammed the state
government on Monday
for banning the outfit and
seven of its front organi-
sations. The ban — im-
posed five days ago — was
a move to convert Andhra
Pradesh into a “police
state”, accused the out-
lawed body.

Maoists usually don’t
respond instantly on any
major issue. They take
their own time to make a
calibrated statement only
after discussing it in polit-
buro meetings. As most of
the top leaders live in hid-
ing or are on the move, an
official response usually
takes time.

This time too the coun-
try’s largest Naxalite gro-
up came out with the sta-
tement — issued in the na-
me of three top leaders
Ramakrishna, Jampanna
and Sudhakar — only af-
ter such a top-level delib-
eration that reviewed the
ban and its implications.

These leaders had also
represented the group in
the peace talks with the
government last year.

The statement charged
chief minister Y.S. Rajas-
ekhara Reddy with delib-
erately scuttling the peace
talks last year to create the
alibi for re-imposing the
ban on the Maoist move-
ment. The government

was outlawing the mass
organisations, which were
seeking to protect the in-
terests of different sec-
tions of the people, it said.

It.came down heavily on
the Congress government
for imposing the ban on

SIS

A

YSR Reddy

Striking back
& # of
deliberately scuttlin;
peace talks

"
£

for banning

f?evolutionary Writers
Association

of ban on Virasam
and other organisations

the Revolutionary Writers
Association. “No govern-
ment in the past had
banned this organisation
comprising intellectuals
and revolutionary poets
and writers. The govern-
ment was trying to impose
thought policing,” it said.

The statement asked
the government to clarify
to the people under which
law of the land the police
had eliminated 110 Nax-
alites since January It
sought immediate revoca-
tion of the ban on Viras-
am and other mass organ-
184t10n8S, retkase O1° varav-
ara Rao and Kalyan Rao
from jail, scrapping of the
AP Public Security Act
and criminal action agai-
nst policemen involved in
the killing of Naxalites in
fake encounters.




~ Test of democracy
The prime minister has thrown a \_‘}b‘
challenge to Naxalite groups 3

about the legitimacy of ans of adjudicating any claims to
the Naxal movement has  represent the people. If a move-
been raised by Prime Minister ment shies away from testing its
Manmohan Singh. He has punc-  own legitimacy, it becomes merely
tured the basic pretension that  self-serving. Its own claims to be
Naxalites in this country have fighting for justice, or for the rights
long held, that theirsisa popular  of the people, simply become self-
movement. He hasasked themto  confirming assumptions, with no
prove their popularity by joining  accountability to anyone. |
the electoral process and not The prime minister is chalfeng-
through violent and intimidating  ing a movement, that claims to be
acts. In doing so, the prime minis-  fighting for justice, to subject it-
" ter has also drawn attentiontoa  self to the test of democracy. In
paradox that lies at the heart of doing so, he is also displaying
so many violent movements great confidence in an open po-
which claim to represent the peo-  litical process, by suggesting that
ple. These movements can do the media should be allowed to
everything but face the peoplein  interact with any political group.
an open contest. But no democracy can and ought
The political process is often to tolerate its own subversion.
full of shortcomings, and doesnot  The subversion is all the more in-
unambiguously express thewillof  sidious when done in the name of
the people. But it does not follow  the people. Participating in the
from this fact that any group can  democratic process comes with
claim the mantle of representing  some unavoidable conditions. It
the people, their needs and aspi-  requires abjuring violence, it re-
rations, simply by trumpeting quiresrespecting the integrity of a
loudly that they are fighting for  political process. The prime min- |
the people. Even if the grievances  ister’s call to the Naxals, there-
that the Naxals draw upon truly  fore, is both a warning that tﬂey
exist, their means, methods and  have to give up violence, and
policies need to be subject tosome  a challenge to them to prove what
test to ascertain théir legitimacy. they claim for themselves ——/4

3 N important question macy is one of the few me-

For all its infirmities, electoral popular support.
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22. — The outlawed CPI
{Maoists) . announced
that it was banning the
Congress and said chief
minister Dr YS Raja-
shekar  Reddy -~ had
f caused this situation by
his dictatorial attitude.

“The Congress leader-
ship has to take the
responsibility for the con-
sequences that would fol-
low. If the government’s
dictatorial regime is not
reined in, the entire
Congress leadership
would be held responsi-
ble”, the rebels said in a
statement. The letter was
signed by the Andhra
Pradesh state committee
secretary, Ramakrishna,
the north Telangana spe-
cial zonal committee sec-
retary, Jampanna, and
tne  Andhra-Orissa bor-
der zonal committee sec-
retary, Sudhakar.

They alleged that the
state Cabinet was spine-
less as it had given full
autherity to the chief
minizter, who, in turn,
gave all powers to the
DGP, Mr Swarnijit Sen.
“This is - nothing but
licence to impose a po-
lice raj-on the state,” the
letter added. - SNS

NEW DELHI, Aug. 22. <
Taking a diametrically oppo-
site view to that of the
Attorney-General, the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commission
today, in a report to the
Supreme Court. recommend-
ed prosecution against former
UP chief minister Ms Maya-
wati in the Rs 175-crore Taj
Heritage Corridor scam case.

The report was given to a
Bench of Ms Justice Ruma Pal,
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Flip-flop on Naxals
;/Q L/’ Confusing signals from Am (‘[

t took the brutal killing of a Congress legislator, Chittyn

Narsi Reddy, and eight others in Mahbubnagar on Inde-
pendence Day to stress the need to reimpose the ban on the
CPI (Maoist) and seven other ‘Naxalite organisations in
Andhra. The persons killed, by all accounts, are not big
landlords involved in what the Naxalites would call anti-social
or anti-people activity. The killings were a reprisal for the
killing of Yadanna, secretary of the Khammam and Warangal
division of the CPI (Maoist), in an encounter with the potice
two days earlier. The ban on.the Naxalite organisations
comes into effect after a lapse of 13 months. When the
Congress received a massive mandate in last year’s assembly
clection which it fought in an unprmmpled alliance with the
People’s War Group, since merged with others to form the
CPI’'(Maoist), it* adopted a liberal policy towards the
extremists. Sonia Gandhi had also affirmed her commitment .
to talk to the Naxalites. The government of Rajasekhara
Reddy wanted to act differently from the Naidu regime that
had banned the organisation.

The breakdown of the Reddy-initiated peace talks was not
unexpected for the Maoists had their own agenda. The
government failed to assess their true intentions or the full
ramifications of adopting a liberal attitude. It directed the
police to call off operations against them, allowed them to
hold public meetings, put up martyrs’ memorials, undertake

* recruitment and extort money. The Naxalites made full use
of the respite from the constant fear of imminent death at the
hands of the state police in real or staged encounters. During
the Naidu regime, they suffered severe body blows. They had
almost been wiped out of the northern Telangana region,
considered their “flagship guerrilla zone”. The peace proeess
the Reddy government initiated came as a godsend. The
Maoists’ ultimate goal is to form a People’s Liberation
Guerrilla Army and establish-a Compact Revolutionary Zone
extending from Nepal and running across contiguous parts of
Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh and ending
somewhere in Andhra Pradesh. Maoists in India have been
operating in these areas where they have a significart pres-
ence. The success of Maoisf insurgents in Nepal in gchieving
their objectives should bef a warning not only fof the gov-
ernment of Andhra Prad¢sh and other states thyough which
the CRZ runs but also fgr the government of India. /
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Varavara Rao arrested for

o« ¢ Naxalite-links
“”\& YSR advises restraint

HYDERABAD, Aug. 19. — Chief minister Dr'YS Rajashekar Reddy
warned the police against harassing innocent people even if they
provided food or shelter to the Maoists.

The AP Public Security Act has provisions where the police can act if
they find that villagers hosted armed Maoists. In most cases villagers
extended facilities out of fear and therefore should.not be victimised, Dr
Reddy told the police top brass. Following Dr Reddy's order, DGP Mr
Swaranjit Sen held a video conference with district Superintendents of
Police. “Action should be taken against sympathisers who willfully and
intentionally support the Maoists in violent activities. Police officers on
search operations should not subject innocent people to any kind of
harassment. The government is not committed fo creating hurdles for

Statesman News Sem@\
N

HYDERABAD, Aug. 19. —
Two days after reimposing the
ban on Maoist groups, Andhra
Pradesh police today launched
a crackdown on Naxalite sym-
pathisers and arrested former
emissaries Varavara Rao and
Kalyan Rao and warned of
similar action against “revolu-
tionary” balladeer Gadar.

Amidst high drama, police
went to Varavara Rao’s resi-
dence at Malakpet here in the
wee hours and took him into
custody under the provisions of
AP Public Security Act which
was invoked by the Congress
government to re-impose ban
on CPI (Maoist) and seven of
its front organisations.

Rao, who had played a key
role as a Naxalite emissary in
the first round of peace talks,
was taken to Chadarghat
police station. Later in the

the common man;” he said. — SNS

evening, he was shifted to
Chanchalguda prison after a
local court remanded him to
10-day judicial custody.
President of the now banned
Revolutionary Writers’
Association, Kalyan Rao, too
was arrested soon after he
emerged from the Press Club
at Basheerbagh after address-
ing a press meet. “We can also

take Gadar into custody if his
statements amount to encour-
aging violence,” DGP Mi
Swaranjit Sen said. Gadar wazs
one of the emissaries of the
Maoists during the negotia-
tions. He today met the chief
minister and demanded the
immediate release of Varavara
Rao and lifting of the ban on
the RWA.
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1
Crackdown in An%hra Pradesh

W. Chandrakanth

HYDERABAD: The Andhra Pradesh
Government on Wednesday im-
posed a ban on the CPI (Maoist)
and seven other frontal organi-
sations. The action came two
days after the major naxalite
outfit gunned down the senior
Congress MLA, C. Narsi Reddy,
and eight others in Mahbubna-
gar district.

Chief Minister Y. S. Rajasekh-
ara Reddy, who was authorised
by his Cabinet on Tuesday to
take a tough stand against naxa-
lites, signed an order banning
the eight organisations for one
year under the Public Security
Act. Sources in the Chief Minig-
ter’s office said Dr. Reddy took
the - decision after informing
Union Home Minister Shivraj
Patil on Tuesday.

Mr. Patil telephoned the Chief
Minister after Monday’s killings
and assured him of the Centre’s
full support to the measures ini-
tiated by his Government to con-
tain naxal violence.

The banned outfits

At a press conference here,
State Home Minister K. Jana
Reddy named the banned orga-
nisations: The CPI (Maoist), the
Radical Youth League, the Rythu
Coolie Sangham, the Radical
Students’ Union, the Singareni
Karmika Samakhya, the Viplava
Karmika Samakhya, the All-In-
dia Revolutionary Students’
Federation and the Revolution-
ary Writers’ Association (RWA).
This is the first time the RWA
has been banned.

Although there isnoban other
armed outfits such as Janashak-
ti, “the law enforcement agen-

16 4

o Chief Minister informs
Shivraj Patil - '

o Stern warning

o Hopes belied: Jana Reddy

cies shall deal with them
sternly”, the Minister said. “Any
member of these organisations
or anyone aiding or abetting in
their unlawful activities through
whatever medium shall attract
the provisions of the Public Se-
curity Act. The law enforcing
agencies will deal with them
accordingly.”

The ban on the naxalite orga-
nisation comes into effect after a
lapse of 13 months. After the
Congress received a massive
mandate in the Assembly elec-
tions, the Rajasekhara Reddy
Government adopted a liberal
attitude to the then People’s
War to pave the way for peace
talks as promised in the party
manifesto.

On July 22, 2004, the Govern-
ment decided against renewing
the ban, originally clamped on
the first death anniversary of Ra-
jiv Gandhi.

Mr. Jana Reddy said, “the
Maoists have misused the op-
portunity given by the Govern-
ment an§ resorted to mindless
killings, ektortions and kidnap.
They have killed 157 political ac-
tivists, policemen, home guards
and civilians in the last 13
months.”

The Government’s hopes that
the naxalites would lay down
arms and join the mainstream
were belied.

THE HIN




& d.\The renewed\&\
challenge of naxalism

he dastardly killing of a Congress legislator and
eight others at Narayanpet in Mahbubnagar on
Independence Day has shocked the popular con-
science and holds several messages for the Govern-
ment and the people. The fact that the outrage took place on
August 15 at the very venue where an official function was
held speaks volumes of the ease with which the Maoists
“action team” executed its design and how the security cover
provided for politicians can hardly provide protection
against such a determined assassination bid. Though the
legislator, Chittam Narsi Reddy, was described as “non-
controversial,” people in the area would be led to believe
that somebody among those killed was involved in what the
naxalites would call “anti-social or anti-people” activity.
This was the kind of “punishment” their kangaroo court
would hand down to people on their list. The unfortunate
part of the killings seems to be the escalation in violence that
is taking the lives of so many innocent people. It is signif-
icant that the Maoists chose to carry out this killing on
Independence Day and that too at 1.30 p.m. at a public
function. Aside from the MLA and his relatives, several
officials were gunned down and at least 17 people were
injured in the indiscriminate firing by the naxalites. There
are also disturbing reports from neighbouring Chhattisgarh
about the intensification of naxalite activity and clashes
with the police.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy
has responded the way any other responsible head of Gov-
ernment would have done. He has reimposed the ban on the
naxalite groups, a ban which he allowed to lapse last year.
The Government is now taking the line that there can be no
talks until the Maoists lay down arms. He wants to intensify
the combing operation of the police and track down the
“action teams.” There is a real danger of slipping back to the
past and setting in motion a renewed cycle of violence
involving the police and the naxalites. It is true that Dr.
Reddy made a sincere bid to get the Maoists to the negotiat-
ing table, but the talks could not make much headway.
Whether or not he is able to persuade the naxalites to return
to the dialogue, the Chief Minister has a duty to his people —
especially those in the tribal pockets where the naxalites
hold sway. It is up to the Chief Minister, his Government, the
local administration, and the private sector together to draw
up a plan of action for the development of these backward
areas — the basic cause for the growth of the naxalite move-
ment and the support it draws from the people. There needs
to be a clear commitment to social justice and a thrust for
the development of neglected areas, especially in the
spheres of health, education, employment, transport and
communications. The naxalites must be made to realise that
the problems they have supposedly focussed on are being
addressed and the administration is responsive to the peo-
ple’s needs. They will then see the senselessness of their
violent course.

THE HINCU
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“YSR government stops short

W

HYDERABAD, Aug. 16. —
The YS Rajashekar. Reddy
government today resolved
to take harsher measures to
curb Maoists, but stopped
short of re-imposing the ban
on them. Ministers told Dr
Reddy that the government

has to appear totally firm, :

- irrespective of whether they
are banned or not.

The decision at. the
Cabinet meeting comes a day
after ‘Maoists shot dead
Congress MLA C Narsi
Reddy and eight others in
Narayanpet in Mehboob—

Special forces for
Andhra

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16.— The
Centre has rushed special -
additional forces and deployed

‘special police parties in

Mehiboobnagar district in Andhra
Pradesh, where Naxaljtes have
killed the Congress MLA, C Narsi
Reddy, his son, revenue divisional
officer of Narayanpet and the
municipal commissibner.

nagar district. This is the first

time ever that the Naxalites

showed least concern about

civilian casualties while car-

rying out an armed action.

. Maoists

—SNS

s of banning Maoists 4«

“The Cabinet suggested
severe measures against the
without further
delay. The Cabinet has given
full powers to the chief minis-
ter to take all possible steps
to maintain law and order.
The Cabinet has taken seri-

.ous note of the gruesome

incident and decided not to
tolerate - such violence any
longer,” information minister
Mr MA Shabbir told a
Cabinet 'press  bricfing.
Cabinet sources said some
ministers suggested that Dr
Reddy visit Delhi and have
the Centre extend the nation-

- wide ban on Maoists. |



Naxalites gun down
Congress MLA, ]8 others

@f‘ w[(’"\"/

There was a burst of gunfire and the wctlms Iay dead in a heap

S. Nagesh Kumar

HYDERABAD: Andhra Pradesh
Congress MLA Chittam Narsi
Reddy and eight others were
killed by an ‘action team’ of CPI
(Maoist) in Narayanpet town of
Mahabubnagar district of the
State on Independence Day.

The assailants, suspected to
be members of the Nallamala
‘action team’, sprayed bullets
with two AK-47 assault rifles as
the MLA was about to lay the
foundation stone for a road in a
Dalitwada. Mr. Narsi Reddy, his
youngest son, C. Venkateshwar
Reddy, Narayanpet Municipal
Commissioner D.V. Ram Mohan
were among the nine persons
killed on the spot.

Seventeen were injured. Four
of them — Revenue Divisional
Officer Shiva Reddy, principal of
Suryalakshmi Degree College
Sudershan Reddy, Market Com-
mittee Chairman Ghanshyan
Dharaka, and Arif, car driver of
Mr. Venkateshwar Reddy, were
in a serious condition and
rushed to a hospital here.

At 130 p.m. eyewitnesses
said, the MLA offered a coconut
to the foundation plaque and
asked the RDO to follow suitas a
gathering of about 60 people
watched. Suddenly, there was a
burst of gunfire and the MLA fell
dead in a heap along with his
gunman Raja Reddy, his driver
Srinivas, an employee, Saheban-
na, Congress workers Lokesh-

& Qutrage at Narayanpet in
Mahbubnagar distriq't

® Armed men also sh/oot
Congress MLA's son

® Red alert sounded in
Telangana

o Thinking of re-imposing
ban on naxalites:
Chief Minister -

war Reddy, Ravinder Goud, and
Monappa Gowd, apart from the
Municipal Commissioner. The
armed men then walked over to
acar in which the MLA’s son was
seated and shot him too. The
MLA’s second gunman was said
to have fled the spot along with
the crowd.

Police sounded a red alert
throughout the Telangana re-
gion and areas adjoining the Nal-
lamala forest in the wake of the
attack, easily the biggest on civil-
ians since the Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy Government decided
against extending the ban on
naxalites in May 2004. They also
rushed a large contingent of
armed men and launched comb-
ing operations around
Narayarpet.

‘The Chief Minister who spoke
to the media after presiding over
an emergency meeting with the
Director-General of Police, In-

‘e M r,

P

telligence chief K. Aravinda Rao
and other senior police officials,
appeared furious at the attack on
76-year-old Narsi Reddy, a non-
controversial leader, who was
not on the naxalites’ hit list.

Dr. Reddy told reporters that
the Government was seriously
considering re-imposing the ban
on the naxalite outfits and going
in hot pursuit after the armed
squads. He said the Maoists were
provoking the Government to
take such a decision even though
it had displayed extraordinary
patience.

The Chief Minister, who had
earlier in the day appealed to the
naxalites to join the national
mainstream and lay down arms,
dismissed a query whether his
Government had any plans to re-
sume peace talks with the
Maoists, which broke down in
October last. He later flew by
helicopter to Narayanpet for a
first hand appraisal.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi is deputing AICC gener-
al secretary and in-charge of par-
ty affairs for Andhra Pradesh
Digvijay Singh to attend the fu-
neral of Mr. Narsi Reddy. Mr.
Singh is also carrying her condo-
lence message to the families of
victims.

PCC president Keshava Rao
and Home Minister K. Jana Red-
dy will accompany him to Dhan-
wada village in Mahabubnagar
district where the funeral will be
held on Tuesday.
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Maoists cash i in on cop’s 5 CD

et e s

Dipankar Bose in Ranchi

Aug. 8. — After the expose, it
is now turn for one and all to
cash on it.

Mr PS Nataragjan, 1G for
Ranchi zone, was shown by
media in a compromising state
with a tribal woman, Sushma
Badaik. yesterday. Since
Badaik has alleged that she
was physically abused by the
police officer a number of
times, the entire state is boiling
to draw the officer’s blood,
who is still shown as “abscond-
ing” in police records.

However, Intelligence reports
indicate that Maoist outfits in
the state have picked up the
matter for their own cause.

According to reports, a VCD,
which contains the entire media
clippings of the sting operation
carried out by two TV channels,
is being shown in villages across
the state.

The clandestine shows were

Notice ugulnsi 16

RANCHI, Aug. 8. — A local court
today issued a notice asking the
suspended IGP, Mr PS Natarajan,
to give himself up before the police
within a month following an FIR
against him in connection with the
sex-on-tape scandal. The notice,
issued by chief judicial magistrate
Mr Prabhas Kumar Singh, would be
pasted at the residences of the
accused, the police said and added
that in case Mr Natarajan failed to
surrender, the police would move
the court to seek attachment of
property of the accused. — PTI

organised in the rural outskirts
of Ranchi, mainly in Chanho,
Tamar and in remote villages
in Saranda Forests in West
Sinhbhum district. Reports
have also started to trickle in
from both Palamu and Gumla
districts today about several
shows of the video CD in vil-
lages, where the Maoists have
a strong presence.

“The reports sugécst that the
Maoists have started cam-
paigning against police by dis-
playing this CD and have
branded the entire police force
to be like Mr Natarajan. They
have also strongly highlighted
the issue of physical torture on
a tribal woman, as shown in the
CD. In the process, they have
also questioned the validity of
a police force in the state,” a
source said.

The Maoists have also issued
a farwa in the form of a death
warrant for Mr Natarajan and
Mr Pervez Hayat, a former
DIG of Palamu, who has also
been accused of abusing
Badaik into being involved
with him physically.

The warrant says that the offi-
cers “have no right to live after
committing such a crime against
a tribal woman on the lands of
Jharkhand. Both of them would
be obliterated when and wher-
ever they are spotted”.



Seven anti-Maoist

f \’ TiMes NEws NETWORK
Ralpur Maoists abducted 311d lat-
er killed seven more pro-Salam
Judum (anti-Maoist) campaigners
in Bijapur police district of
Chhattisgarh.

According to the police, armed
extremists attacked Karmerka
and Taalnar villages of Bijapur,
kidnapped the men and later
killed them. They also looted the
belongings of the campaign lead-
ers. State home minister Ram
Vichgar said the victims were ac-
tive in the anti-Maoist campaign.

More than 30 people active
against the extremists have been
killed. Maoists had attacked sev-
eral villages in the last few days,
kidnapped many tribals and later
killed them. Most of the victims
were village leaders active in or-
ganising public rallies against the
Maoists. The villages are situated
barely 30 km from Bhairamgarh,
where the state government had
arranged the “surrender” of 117

T 0JuL 2008

“%ampalgners killed

members of the different Sang-
hams of the Maoists.

The home minister said the
Maoists have become desperate
following the strong opposition to
their activities from the villagers.
Claiming that the rallies against
the extremists were spontaneous,
the home minister said the
Maoists were attacking unprotect-
ed villages. They want to discour-
age people from joining the cam-
paign launched by the police
against them.

Netam said there was no need to
provide extra security cover as the
existing arrangements were ade-
quate. He said practically, it was
not possible to give security to the
villagers active in the campaign.

Meanwhile, the Maoists
launched the martyrs’ week from
today in memory of the Maoists
killed in police action. A press re-
lease promised there would be no
violence by them during the week.
However, they gave a call for Bas-
tar bandh today.



Orissa t\let
Naxal isstie tc to

its advantage

Nageshwar Patnmkf# Q

BHUBANESWAR 23 JULY

JD-BJP combo in Orissa is

trying to twist the Nax-

alite problem in order to
get political mileage. No doubt,
the spread of influence of Nax-
alites across tribal-dominated dis-
tricts in the state in the last couple
of years has turned out to be a
major challenge for the govern-
ment. But the government is
turning it into an opportunity to
blame the Centre for neglecting
this poorest region of the
country for decades.

In fact, whenever there has
been Naxalite violence in the
state, the state government
points out the problems faced by
the tribal people. Experts attrib-
ute alienation of tribals, their dis-
placement due to large ‘develop-
ment’ projects and complete ab-
sence of food security as the main
reasons for the surge in the Nax-
alite movement of the state.

The state is the homeland of
the tribal people. Incidentally, the
state houses the third highest
tribal population in the entire
country, which accounts for
roughly 11% of the total tribal
population in the country.

Not surprising, the Naxals are
ruling the roost in nine predomi-
nantly tribal districtsi.e. Koraput,
Malkangiri, Nabarangapur,
Rayagada, Gajapati and Ganjam
abutting the Andhra Pradesh and
Sundargarh, Mayurbhanj and
Keonjhar districts adjacent to
Jharkhand. The movement have

also gro stronger in different
parts of Sambalpur, Kalahandi,

Bolangir, Phulbani, Deogarh,
Jharsuguda and Anugul.

A series of Naxalite attacks,
killing of politicians from main-
stream political parties, looting of
arms and ammunition from the
district armory at Koraput and a
series of tribal rallies by organisa-
tions supporting the Naxalite
movement have forced the
Naveen Patnaik government re-
think about the whole develop-
ment strategy in these underde-
veloped tribal pockets.

Suchit Das, the state director
general of police, told ET, “Itis a
multi-dimensional issue. So far as
law and order component is con-
cemed, we are working on two-
pronged strategy, confidence
building exercise by the armed
units in the worst Naxal affected
villages in north Orissa and pre-
cautionary measures like identi-
fying and dlearing the land mines
in these areas.”
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«»The pink cnty i

‘ﬂ Understanding the shades of crimson M

he city presented different shades of crimson over the

weekend with the administration detaching Kolkata Pol-
ice from its state counterpart in dealing with Naxalites. Far
from inter-state coordination, concerted action even within
‘West Bengal is now ruled out. Discernible here is a reluctance
to acknowledge the reality of the CPI (Maoist) presence in
the city. And in the process, the government chooses to
ignore its own Intelligence feedback, which testifies that
Kolkata has emerged as an ideological centre for the extre-
mist movement. Indeed, when the merger of the People’s War

_and the MCC was formalised in the city some years ago, the

administration was caught unawares. The party office, which
usually guides Writers’ Buildings in such matters, apparently
doesn’t want to relive the memories of the early seventies,
when the police were the prime target of the Left radicals. It
was an era when several were “shot in encounters” and more
suffered cruel and barbarous punishment.

Things, admittedly, haven’t come to such a pass, not even
in rural Bengal. But 30 years later, the issue is daunting
enough, Implicit in the latest directive is an amazing division
of jurisdiction that defies the principles of logistics. If: police
offensive in one state forces the Maoists to cross over to
another, it is far easier to enter the city when pressure builds
up in the districts. The special police team has been asked to
go slow; no raids are to be conducted in the city without the
government’s approval. This is dithering in the name of poli-
cy. The approach smacks of negativism and in the absence of
talks and action, a clear-cut biueprint is stiil a long way away.
This is in stark contrast to the. #adhraexperiment Where Raj-
shekhar Reddy has proposed a concert of contiguous states to
track down the extremists. However militarist the approach,
a definite start has been niade. In the sensitive belt of Purulia,
Bankura and West Midnapore, the, Naxalites have palpably
unnerved the administration. The recent killing of two CPI-
M leaders and a police officer was ascribed by the Chief Min-
ister and no less to the failure of Intelligence. And yet what-
ever feedback Kolkata Police has received has come from the
districts. The fact that the city is now the hub of ideological
debate was revealed by a heavyweight after his arrest in Bel-
pahari. The situation may get still more acute with the hands-
off approach in the city. Unless that is the intention.
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{\yMaoists have a playing field here 4

No talks with Naxalites, CPM firm

July 15. — Dulukdihi%f{

Majhgoria, the two south-
Bengal villages in Purulia
and Bankura districts are
vulnerable to the Maoists.
They are yet to recover

i from last Saturday’s shock.

Though hundreds of po-

licemen with their EFR

counterparts make their
presence felt, the villagers
continue to suffer for deca-
des. Unlike other Bengal
villages, both the villages
have police camps present
there since 1988. The po-
lice brandish their firearms
everyday in the guise of
curbing the Naxalite men-
ace.

The state had to pay mil-

. lions of rupees towards in-

frastructure cost. The Bari-
kul investigation centre
was elevated to a police
station on 15 April and af-
ter the mishap, the police
station has been further
promoted with an IC pos-
ted there. After the Bari-
kul. Bandwa incidents, Mr
Anil Biswas, state CPI-M
secretary said it was an at-

*tempt.a ot develop-

poll conducted by vijlages

sociated Chambering Majh-
merCe and Industracyte pov-

a (Assocham).
opinion poll, whic _

not have

-;
“iang (

KOLKATA, July 15.— The
CPI-M leadership today ruled
out the possibility of initiating a
dialogue with Maoists. After
the party’s secretariat meeting
today, the CPI-M leadership
said there was no question of

holding talks with the Maoists
who had resorted 1o violence
and was spreading terror in
some pockets of Bengal. They
have also asked the state gov-
erment not to think about
having tatks with them. — SNS

the basic amenities. They
lack sanitation, drinking
water, education facilities,
besides poor power supply.
The very location in Majh-
goria village where Raghu-
nath Murmu, the CPI-M
leader of Ranibandh zonal
committee, was gunned
down bears the mark of ne-
glect . ‘

According to Arabinda
Kahturia of Kundalpahari,
“Raghunath, the quack,
was our only source of
health care in the 12 vil-
lages of Belpahari and Bar-
ikul. He is no more and we
are left in the hands of des-
tiny.” Raghunath’s political
aide, Bablu Mudi, had
gone to his dispensary to
fetch medicine for his child
and died to a Maoist’s bul-
let.

Majhgoria still has bare
electricity poles erected in
front of the empty dispen-
sary. The poles were put up
three years ago but there is
no connection with the grid
supply. Villages in the Bar-

%HF {...r A a-:—-m‘, - Al

ikul, Bandwan and Belpa-
hari police station areas in
Bankura, Purulia and Mid-
napore (West) in the bor-
dering stretches have met
the same fate.

The Bankura DM, Mr
PK Mishra, visited the spot
in Majhgoria the day after
the bloodbath occurred.
He said: “There are many
scopes for development
here. We have to start the
food-for-work pro-
gramme.”

The CPI-M has prom-
ised to support Bablu Mu-
di’s family. Since 2002, the
police have been suggest-
ing that the place needs to
be developed to help com-
bat the Naxalite menace.
The police plan to organise

extensive health camps and |

help give them small-bank
loan to block Naxalite in-
gress. The SP, Bankura, Mr
K Jayraman said: “We have
decided to help operate
health and loan camps
soon.”

The district CPI-M secre-

tary, Mr Amio Patra, disa- |
grees. He said: “If lack of
development is' why the
Maoists are operating in
Hooghly, Durgapur and |
Kanksa in Burdwan, we
have to wreck havoc against
the intruders.”
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“Most Maoists in West Bengal are

from other States: Buddhadeb /* .n

[&) L) \)

Administration suspects arms are being smuggled in; wal stepped up along borders

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: A large majority of the
Maoist militants operating in
certain parts of West Bengal be-
long to States such as Andhra
Pradesh and Jharkhand. A re-
cent operation they carried out
in the State was planned in a
hideout on the hills of Jhark-
hand, West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
said here on Thursday.

He was referring to the twin
attacks by Maoists in the dis-
tricts of Purulia and Bankura
last week. Three leaders of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) were shot dead in the
incident. A senior police official
was Kkilled when a packet aban-

doned by fleeing militants
explodedas he was examining it.

‘ :” S ®

= Recent operation carried out was planned in a hidwu! in

Jharkhand hills

® Militancy confined to three south-western

# Chief Minister admits intelligence iapsex

to Maoist attacks

Maoist militancy is mainly
confined to the three south-
western districts of Bankura,
Purulia and West Midnapore
that share a border with Jhark-
hand. Those involved in the kill-
ings were reportedly led by a
Telugu-speaking personand are
believed to have fled to
Jharkhand.

Replying to a call-attention
notice on last week’s Maoist op-

erations, Mr. BWtold
\

the Assembly that the killings
were to avenge the recent arrest
of two top members of the outfit.
The arrests were a major set-
back to Maoists who were re-
portedly trying to set up bases in
parts of the State. The West
Bengal Government has been
reiterating that most Maoist
militants operating in the State
are from outside West Bengal
and have no links with those in-
volved in the naxalite move-

"= HINDG

ment. Vigil has been stepped up
along the State’s borders witk |
Jharkhand and Orissa, through
which the Maoists are reported
to be trying to set up a corridor
linking their bases in Andhra

Pradesh to parts of West Béngal.

The administration also sus-
pects that sophisticated arms
and explosives being used by the
activists are smuggled in.

The Chief Minister admitted
in the House that there had been
Iapses on the part of the inteili-
gence agencies prior to the
Maoist attacks,

At a meeting with senior po-
lice officials earlier this week, he
underlined the need to tone up
the local intelligence network,

particularly in bordering
Jharkhanyas
.
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"Trained hand in
Maoist attacks?

Cops prohing engineer’s
rolein blast that killed cop

SOUMEN Datta (

Bankura, July 11 3 Q lﬂ X\\

SATURDAY NIGHT’S Maoist attacks in
Bankura and Purulia may have a foreign
connection. The police aren’t sure yet
whether the guns that killed Raghunath
Murmu, Bablu Modi and Bogendra Maha-
to, the three CPI(M) leaders, were indige-
nous or imported. But the bomb that
killed Barikul O-C Pra-

Meanwlgl/e\t ee teams from the BSE,
EFR and thel state police’s commando
forces comprising about 140 personnel
carried out a combing operation through
the day, scouring the jungles of Birkat,
Baromail, Jhilimili, Sutanmore, Chenda-
pahor, Kathalia and Phuljhor.

In Kolkata, chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee held a high-level meeting
with the police brass and senior officers
in the administration.

bal Sengupta when he
tried to unzip a bag left
behind by the attackers
had a highly sophisti-
cated detonator wired to
the zipper, known so far
to be used only by for-
eign-trained mercenar-
jes and terrorists.

An explosives expert
on the police team here
said insurgents active
in the Purulia-Bankura
belt had always used
crude bombs, grenades
and the usual variety of
landmines used by ter-
ror outfits elsewhere in

The CM held a

high-level meeting

DGP S.C. Awasthy, who
had surveyed the spot
on Sunday, submitted
his report to the govern-
ment on Monday. Home
secretary PR. Roy told
reporters that the at-
tacks could happen be-
cause of an intelligence
failure. “We didn’t have
any information. The
extremists may have
been from other states,”
he said.

Asked about police
deployment, he said the
government had al-
ready deployed 29 com-

the country. with the police brass panies in Bankura and

“This bomb had a . . Purulia. Two more com-
very sophisticated trig- and senior OfﬁCE&I‘S to panies of central forces
ger attached. Which is . would be sent there
why the moment the O- take StOCk Of the soon. When reporters
C tried to unzip the bag situation asked him why the

it blew up and killed

CPI(M) was being tar-

him,” the officer added. .

This one fact alone has given a whole
new turn to the case, which otherwise was
fitting well into the pattern set by previ-
ous Maoists attacks.

While forensic experts were still exam-
ining the remnants of the killer bag, the
police on Monday made several arrests in
different parts of the state.

As far as the bomb goes, they feel the
arrest in Andal of a jobless engineer, Gau-
tam Bhattacharjee, a 1981-batch student of
Durgapur R.E. College, might provide im-
portant clues. Bhattacharjee was arrested
with Maoist literature and bomb-making
manuals. Also arrested were Sushen Ma-
hato, an employee of MAMC, Durgapur,
and one Dhajadhari Chatterjee.

NNk

P 1Y

geted, Roy said, “The
CPI(M) is politically protesting against ex-
tremist activities in these areas. That is
why its men are being attacked.”

While the top officers of the state gov-
ernment remained huddled in a series of
meetings, the police appeared demor-
alised. For much of the day Barikul police
station remained locked from inside. The
force was being told to fight Maoists with
outdated weapons, a constable com-
plained.

“On Saturday night, the Maoists fired
nearly 45 rounds from their carbines. We
on the other hand had only .303 rifles. In
the entire district we do not have a single
bomb detection unit. It’s an unequal war,”
he added.
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Blast kllfs 0-C

in Naxalite d

{1
‘Statesman News Service

MAJHGORIA, | (Ban-
kura), July 10. — Officer-
in-charge of Barikul police
station Prabal Sengupta
was killed and 17 police-
men were injured in a
blast when Sengupta tried
to open an abandoned bag
left behind by suspected
CPI (Maoist) cadres last
night.

The team went to Rani-
bandh after armed CPI
(Maoist) activists gunned
down Raghunath Murmu,
Barikul CPI-M zonal com-
mittee member and Bablu
Mudi, another CPI-M
activist last night at 8 p.m.

With yesterday’s attack,
so far 17 policemen and
officials were killed in
Maoist attack in Bankura,
Purulia and West Mid-
napore since 2003. This
was stated by ADG (law
and order) Mr Chayan
Mukherjee at Writers’
Buildings today.

Tribal welfare minister
Mr Upen Kisku along with
district CPI-M secretary,
Mr Amiya Patra and other
CPI-M leaders rushed to
Majhgoria this morning,.

IGP, senior IB and CID
officers and officials of the
state forensic cell today
inspected the spot and col-

1 tagL 2005
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Posters in

train coaches

KRISHNAGAR, July 10. —
CPI{Maoist) posters in some
coaches of the Sealdah-Kris-
hnagar local, which reached
Krishnagar station around 9.30
this morning, spread panic
among commuters. The
CPI(Maoist) has claimed
responsibility for the murder of
the CPI-M activist Basanta
Dutta at Khir. — SNS

lected samples from the
blast site.

The CPI-M observed a
protest day today in
Ranibandh. The party has
called a bandh in Khatra
sub-division tomorrow to
protest against the killings.

Three CPI-M activists,
were abducted at gun-
point this morning at
Bandwan in Purulia. They
were, however, released in
the afternoon, SP, Mr K
Shibakumar said.

The CPI(M) state secre-
tary, Mr Anil Biswas, in a
statement, has condemned
the killing of party leaders
at Ranibandh and
Bandwan.

Mr Biswas said various
developmental  projects
taken up by the state gov-
ernment had isolated the
CPI (Maoist) cadres from
the villagers.

g
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Naxalites kill”
sarpanch,

\\\0(

“ahduct two

Hyderabad, July10

Sambalpur, July 10

NAXALS SHOT dead a village
sarpanch and abducted two per-
sons in separate incidents in
Andhra Pradesh since Saturday
night, police said on Sunday.

Sarpanch of Madhavaram vil-
lage, N.Veera Malliah Naidu was
walking down to Maddelavan-
diepalli village on Sunday morn-
ing when he was shot dead by a
group of CPI (Maoist) naxalites,
who branded him to be a police in-
former, police said.

In another incident, two clerks
of a transport company were kid-
napped by Janashakti extremists
last night in Khammam district.

Police said the armed extrem-
ists went to Koyagudem village
and enquired about the owner of
a transport company Suresh La-
hoti. However, on being informed
that Lahoti was not available, the
extremists took them away the
clerks-Gajjela Ramakrishna and
Naga Bujji.

Police suspect that the two
were abducted to extort money
from the transport company.

PTI

FEAR HAS gripped three
villages in the heavily-fo-
rested Jujumara block —
the scene of the brutal ki-
1ling of five persons by ar-
med Maoists on Wednes-
day night. Despite a four-
member ministerial team
visiting the villages on
Saturday, where the Mao-
ists perpetrated the nine-
hour-long carnage, inhab-
itants were not convinced.
“When there is no safe-
ty and our lives are in dan-
ger, why stay here?” an an-
guished resident of this
underdeveloped village
asked as the ministers, in-
cluding revenue minister
Manmohan Samal and en-
ergy minister Suryanara-
yan Patra, went round the
Tamparsinga, Banjaritiki-
ra and Larabira villages.
Samal assured the inha-
bitants that all efforts we-
re being made to maintain

"Fear grips Orissa villages
after Maoist blitzkrieg

999’ M[M’\/

REIGN OF TERROR

ALY OF VIOLERCE
Maoist raiders killed five
villagers in Orissa’s
Sambalpur district on
Wednesday

TOHO AFRAID T 5TAY
The latest act of violence
has prompted many from
the district’s villages to
seek shelter in a secure
place

law and order in the area
and protect the people.
The villagers said peo-
ple had already started le-
aving their homes in sea-
rch of safety. At least five
houses were found locked
in this village. Hours later,
family members of Prafu-
1la Patnaik, whose house
was blown up by the Mao-
ists who also looted his gr-
ocery shop, left the village.
The leader of the Oppo-
sition, J.B. Patnaik, who

also visited the three villa-
ges on Saturday, blamed
the local police for the car-
nage. “The police had be-
en negligent”, he charged.

Jena said that the party
would submit a report on
the incident to the Union
ministry and to AICC pr-
esident Sonia Gandhi.

One company of CRPF
and seven platoons of Or-
issa special armed police
have been deployed for co-
mbing operation in the de-
nse Meghapal forests whi-
le another company of
CRPF was being rushed to
the area, said B.B. Mishra,
a police official.

Significantly, people al-
leged that several of the
Maoists, belong to the sa-
me villages they raided.
This was corroborated ea-
rlier by the police who sa-
id that seven persons from
Tamparsinga had been wi-
th the Maoists.

Agencies
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{/ Burdwan police draw up

blueprint to stem menace

Maoists get

cops up

R

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Durgapur, July 8: Burdwan
police are drawing up a blue-
print to combat the growing
Naxalite menace in this dis-
trict after the recent arrests of
six Maoists.

The police went into over-
drive after Saturday night’s ar-
rests of a Naxalite trio holding
a secret meeting in Jangalma-
hal forest region followed by
another from the Coke Oven
area the next day. So far, they
have been under the impres-
sion that the menace is con-
fined to Bankura, Purulia and
West Midnapore.

Last night, two more al-
leged Maoists were picked up:
a Durgapur Steel Plant em-
ployee, Dhajadhari Chatter-
jee, from his Hospital Road
home, and a local salesman,
Sushen Mahato, from his Min-
ing Allied and Machineries
Corporation colony residence.
Several documents and
posters were also seized.

Intelligence sources said
the arrested Maoists con-
firmed links with hardcore
guerrillas in Bankura, Puru-
lia and West Midnapore.

“It appears the Naxalites
are trying to build a base in
the forest area and rope in trib-
al villagers,” Burdwan police
superintendent N.K. Singh
said today:.

“We have got the names of
more Maoists active in the dis-
trict. Last night’s raid was a
part of ongoing operations
against the extremists. We
hope to make more arrests.”

&,

wsrunning

|

l
To clamp down on the ‘
growing menace, the police
are planning to launch a door-
to-door drive to persuade peo-
ple to keep off the Maoists and
not be drawn towards them.

The police and the intelli-
gence branch will maintain a
joint round-the-clock vigil in
the Jangalmahal region,
which covers the Kanksa, Lau-
doha, Aushgram and Guskara
police station areas. These are
underdeveloped pockets, peo-
pled mostly by tribals.

The officials, dressed in
plain clothes, will mingle with
villagers so that they can col-
lect data on their socio-eco-
nomic condition.

The police will also keep
track of people visiting these
areas and prepare monthly re-
ports on their activities and
whereabouts. The reports will
be scrutinised by senior intel-
ligence officials and the police.

The Government Railway
Police have been asked to
maintain vigil on train pas-
sengers. An eye will also be
kept on major bus termini for :
suspicious characters. “If we
find anyone moving about sus-
piciously, we will detain them
for interrogation,” a senior of-
ficial said.

Although the police claim
the Maoists are not planning
any immediate strikes, a spe-
cial training programme on
locating and deactivating
landmines and explosives will
be held for select officers and
constables. They will also be |
trained to tackle ambush situ-
ations.
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If parties (?69 néfstand up to Naxal threh//

Andhra, what hope is there for citizens?

OLITICS in Andhra Prad-
P esh is on the brink of a

dangerous precipice. Th-
ere is no other way of describing
a situation when ministers have
to resign from government, and
political parties have to craft their
strategies, at gun point. The res-
ignation of five Telangana Rash-
tra Samiti (TRS) members from
the government should bring
home the fact that the security sit-
uation in AP is getting precarious.
There was always potential for
friction between the TRS and
Congress. The Congress tried to
ride on the support for the Telan-
gana movement. But since com-
ing to power it has vacillated
on the issue.

But this does not diminish the
enormity of what we are witness-
ing in the state. TRS may have le-
gitimate grievances, but there is
no denying the fact that the Nax-
als are now calling the shots in

BULE

Telangana. In some ways the
TRS-Congress dispute has be-
come a peripheral side show.
Neither is will to face the serious
question: what happens to poli-
tics when neither party can now
act without fear of Naxal vio-
lence directed against them?
And if political parties do not
have the courage to stand up to
Naxal threats, what hope is there
for citizens now trapped by
Naxal power?

Congress vacillations on Telan-
gana are outdone only by its vacil-
lations on the Naxal issue. To be
fair, it inherited an enormous
problem. But it has no clear strat-
egy for dealing with it and thus
preventing the Naxals from being
able to mock the authority of the
state almost at will. It does not
have the will to crack down on the
Naxals or the imagination to po-
litically neutralise them. It
emerges all the weaker for this.

'NDIAN EXPRFes



bnﬂa;ikorders, TRS waiks out pn YSR

No movemerit ¢n Telangana, says Rao; on UPA,\ waits for PM,’Sonia response

EXPRESS NEWS SEZVICE
HYDERABAD, PLY 4

THE Telang0? Rashtra
Samiti (TRS" demanding a
separate Tekngana state, to-

day pulledort five of its six
mi)rlliis)ters fpm the P;ndhrg
overnment an

fﬁ? 3:;561;4 to leave the UPA
coalitic 2t the Centre, cap-
. fous differences with
pings
ongress over the han-

dlj> Of the Naxal problem.
hile one of the five minis-
s faxed his resignation from
¢he US where he was on a
tour, the sixth revolted, saying
he would not quit the Y S Ra-
jasekhara Reddy government.
The TRS took the decision af-
ter the Naxals issued them an
ultimatum to either quit or

face bullets.

The TRS, unhappy with the
Congress because “not much
progress” has been made on

TRS chief Chandrasekhara Rao, colleagues announce the
party decision In New Delhi on Monday. Express photo

the Telangana statehood is-
sue, has also been protesting
the Andhra police action
against Naxalites.

Chief Minister Rajasekhara
Reddy, whose government
does not face any threat be-

cause of the majority his party
enjoys in the 294-member As-
sembly, said a decision on
their resignation will be taken
at the “appropriate time”.
Union Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who heads the

UPA sub-committee on
Telangana, told reporters in
Ahmedabad—he’s on a tour
of flood-hit Gujarat—he was
confident that the problem
would be resolved. “I am in
touch with TRS leaders. The
issue will be sorted out,” he
said.

In New Delhi, Congress
spokesman Anand Sharma
said that AICC general secre-
tary Digvijay Singh, in charge
of party affairs in the state, was
also in touch with TRS lead-
ers.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, TRS chief and Union
Labour Minister K Chan-
drasekhara Rao said: “We will
decide whether to stay in the
UPA or not after meeting
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and seeing their
response to our demand.”

# CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

/RS walks.Olt/

The T%S/?whlc\:&t\las ﬁvg\%em-

bers in the Lgk Sabha and two
ministers at the Centre, fought in
alliance with the Congress in last
year's Lok Sabha and Assembly

elections.

Four of its Andhra ministers—
THarish Rao, A Chandrasekha;,
Capt Lakshmikanta Raoand Vi-

jayarama Rao—met Governor
ub-

Sushil Kumar Shinde and

S

mitted their resignation to him
this morning.N Narasimha
Murthy, on a visit tohthe Us,
faxed his communication from

'NDIaN EXPrreq
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ORRESPONDENT

urdwan, July 3: Three CPI\

(Maoist) leaders were picked
up last night from a forest in
Burdwan where they had ass-
embled for a secret conclave.

They have been identified
as Prasanta Roy, Gautam Bh-
attacharya and Ajit Haldar.

The police intelligence wi-
ng is particularly perturbed
as the arrests were made bar-
ely 12 hours before the chief
minister drove into the Dur-
gapur Projects Ltd guesthou-
se, 25 km from where the Na-
xalites were meeting.

On his way back to Calcut-
ta from Purulia, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee had made a
stopover in Durgapur.

District police chief Niraj
Singh said a team that raided
Jangalmahal in the Kanksa
area, about 170 km from Cal-
cutta, caught the rebels off
guard.

Bhattacharya, said to be
from Sonarpur in South 24-
Parganas, is a civil engineer
who passed out from then Re-
gional Engineering College,
Durgapur, in 1981, the police
said. They also claimed that
the catch was a major succe-
ss. “We have found documen-
ts and blueprints for making
explosive devices, which will
lead to more arrests and in-
formation about Naxalite ac-
tivities in neighbouring Ban-
kura, Purulia and West Mid-
napore,” an officer said.

The three rebel leaders
were produced in Durgapur
court today and remanded in
police custody for 10 days.

“They had come from oth-
er districts and taken shelter
in the forest to plan subversi-
ve activities,” said Singh.

Roy, a resident of Onda in
Bankura, used to stay at And-
al in Durgapur. Haldar, from
Hanskhali in Nadia, had also
taken shelter in Durgapur.

“We have found in the pa-
pers plans to attack or blow
up police stations. There we-
re also notEBHEORS With detai-
Is of how tribals'of Bankura,
Purulia and West Midnapore
are ‘exploited’ and how they
could be freed,” Singh said.

Suspected Naxalites here
have pasted posters in and
around the railway station,
the office of the district mag-
istrate and the medical col-
lege and hospital claiming re-
sponsibility for the murder of
CPM activist Basanta Dutta.

On June 7, a gang of five
had raided Dutta’s home and
hacked him to death.

The police said Jangalma-
hal was a safe corridor for
the rebels as it provided easy
access to hideouts in Jharkh-
and, West Midnapore, Birbh-
um, Bankura and Purulia.

MAY-JUNE HAUL

@ Sushil Roy, a CPI {Maoist)
politburo member, arrested
from Konnagar, Hooghly

@ Patit Pawan Halder, a state
committee member,
arrested from Roy's place

® Jishnu Roychowdhury,
of north Bengal zonal
committee, and Prasanta
Das netted in Maida

® Asit Jana, former state
committee member, held
in Jangipara, Hooghly

® Sabyasachi Goswami,
general secretary of greater
Calcutta committee, Kanika
Debnath and Dipanjan
Mukherjee, members of city

committee, arrested

® Sheikh Zakir Hussain,
Kanika's husband, arrested
from Belpahari in West
Midnapore

WOOP,,

\PH



¥

HE sudden spurt in Naxal

activity in the border district

of East Champaran in Bihar
has led to a major showdown be-
tween the police and the Maoist
groups there. That the East and
West Champaran districts are a
hotbed of Naxal extremism is a
known fact and the state govern-
ment could have done its bit to
rein in the tervorists. In dealing
with their increasingly daring at-
tacks, the government now hasto
also take into consideration the
involvement of the Nepali
Maoists with the Naxals.

The merger of the two ultra
groups — the Maoist Commuinist
Centre (MCC) and the People’s
War Group — to form the new
CPI{Maoists) has increased their
striking power; so much so that
their very presence in the Cham-
paran range is much dreaded.
Even till some time back, the en-
tire Champaran range — unlike
other parts of Bihar, like Gaya, Je-
hanabad and including the ex-

‘MCC, P

VRV,
1 I '\‘:)\ Ashok K Mishra
N pATNA2BIUNE €

hand — was not known for the
extremists who would call for

poll boycotts.

will not like to comment on the

“The  twin
districts of East
Champaranand
West  Cham-
paran, hitherto,
remained im-
pervious to the
poll  boycott
call,” state BJP
president Sushil
Kumar Modi
said. “Butthings
may change in
future if the dia-
bolic manifesta-
tions of the
Maoists are any
indication. We
are keeping our
fingers crossed
at the moment
but it will not
come as a sur-

Bihar BJP chief fears
poll boycott call by
Naxals while NDA
hints at Lalu’s links

with the ultras

prise it the

Maoists decide to enforce the poll
boycott during the coming As-

sembly elections.”

political import
of the poll boy-

cott call — if
there is one
from the ex-

tremists in the
future,” he stat-
ed explicitly.
There is clear
feeling among
the NDA leader-
ship that the ul-
tras have had a
nexus with the
RID and this
paid  electoral
dividends  to
Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav. “We can say
with surety that
the MCC, before
it merged with
the PWG, played
ball with the

RJD. Though the MCC issued the
diktat for the poll boycott, its

cadres actually worked towards

lague Champaran-

Mr Modi added that the NDA
had performed quite well in the
last Assembly elections. “And we

ensuring a victory of the RID can- ,
didates,” commented an NDA |
leader. He even wenton to remind
how the MCC cadres would wel-
come Lalu Yadav with booming
gun salute whenever he under-
took tours in the extremist-affect-
ed districts of Jharkhand.

Things may, however, be
changing — as far as the political
relations of the RID with the ul-
tras are concerned — after the
MCC-PWG merger. Little won-
der then that RID spokesman
Shiavanand Tiwari voiced his
concern as to whether there was
a design behind the recent Maoist
attacks on the RJD leaders.

“The house of the RID MP
Sttaram Singh was attacked.
Even RJD MLA Atri Rajendra Ya-
dav in Gaya district was not
spared. Certainly, it calls for a
probe as to why the RID leaders
were being targeted by the
Maoists,” Mr Tiwari said. A num-
ber of RID leaders have now
evenurged the Centre to take im-
mediate steps to rein in the
Maoists who they said were now
spreading out to newer areas .
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‘Nepal Maoists |

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Patna, June 24: Several hun-
dred Maoists raided a small
hamlet, Madhuban, on Bihar’s
border with Nepal yesterday
in an orchestrated attack
managed through walkie-
talkies.

They targeted simultane-
ously two banks, a post office,
a petrol pump and inevitably
the police station, besides the
houses of Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP from Sheohar
Sitaram Singh, and two of his
supporters.

State government sources
claimed this to be the first
joint operation carried out by
Maoists in Nepal and India.

The guards at the banks
and a CRPF jawan fired at the

A
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marauding Ma01sts and, out
numbered, paid with their
lives. Police today claimed
to have recovered the bodies
of six Maoists. The attackers
could have suffered higher
casualties as the CRPF used
mortars on the retreating
rebels,

The extremists poured into
the hamlet, around 60 km from
Motihari (see map), from all
sides around 1.30 pm and for
the next one-and-a-half hours,
had afree run of the place.

There were some women
in salwar kameez and red
dupattas while others wore
jeans and tops. The latter were
taken to be Nepalese.

The target of the attack
was clearly Singh and the mar-
ket complex owned by him.
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The market housed the two
banks. Singh, who is a terror
in the region, had received
threats from the Maoists earli-
er.But he was away at the time
of the attack.

The Maoists are believed
to have escaped with Rs 12
lakh in cash from the branch-
es of State Bank of India
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the cash-box of the post office
and the treasury at the block
office.

They torched the police
station and looted the ar-
moury, besides ransacking the
house of two supporters of the
MP. They are also believed to
have taken away an undis-
closed amount of cash and
jewellery from these houses.

The police claimed the
Maoists used various modes of
transport, including buses,
jeeps and motorcycles. Many
also reached Madhuban on
foot.

This was a rare Maoist
attack conducted in broad
daylight. Nor did they ever
choose so many targets simul-
taneously.




~ Naxalites chip in where
state doesn’t give 2 damn

Manoj Chaurasia in Patna

June 17. — Given their four-decade-
long presence in a poverty-stricken
state like Bihar, yet to get rid of its
caste-based and communally-orien-
ted politics, Naxalites appear to have
learnt very well the art of exploiting
mass sentiments. Their task has been
made easy by the failure of the govern-
ment machinery to deliver the goods
regardless of who’s in power. Taking
full advantage of the official failure to
come to the rescue of the people suf-
fering the state’s worst hot spell in 80
years, the Naxalites are now making
their presence felt doing what the gov-
ernment cannot.

The Communist Party of India-
Maoist has initiated efforts aimed at
providing irrigation facilities to the
poor farmers of Immamganj, Duma-
ria, Kothi and Barachatti in Bihar’s
Gaya district. The extremists are
constructing a huge dam near Kha-
jura village in Dumaria block by con-
necting two hills. They are planning
two big canals for the water to be tak-
en out of it. The work on the dam is
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on, with the administration looking
on, and the project is being funded
by levying survival taxes upon the
rich. A report from Gaya said ex-
tremists were working on a dam at
Tata Bara in Kothi besides building
two more in Barachatti. All these in-
itiatives have been warmly welcomed
by the people, who recall how Naxa-
lites once saved Gaya’'s poor peas-
ants from the terror of the dola sys-
tem. When the state administration
failed to check crime in these areas,

Naxalﬁs meted out rough justice,
detaining some 24 criminals whom
the police had failed to arrest and
punishing them in their “courts” or-
ganised in the Konch-Tekari region
early in 2000. Those accused of rape
and murder were hacked to death.
Petty offenders had their ears or
noses chopped off. That brought the
crime graph down, whilst raising an
important question about who was
ruling Bihar. The debate, truth to
tell, continues,

Integrated plan to curb terror

HYDERABAD, June 17. — The thirteen Naxalite-affected states today decided on an
integrated approach in terms of sharing Intelligence and coordinated action to tackie
the gravest threat to internal security. “It is important for joint aoperations and sharing
of Intelligence. It has been tried and tried successfully. We agreed to constitute two
task forces so that police chiefs in consuitations with theircounterparts can plan
operations against the militants,” Union home secretary Mr VK Duggal said. Such
actions are yielding good resuits, he said. Mr Duggal chaired the sighteenth meeting
of theCoordination Centre here comprising directors general, chief secretaries and
top police brass of the respective states. Ahead of the meeting the participants
visited the Ordnance Factory in adjacent Medak district to note the progress in
production of mine-protected and bullet proof vehicles. Mr Duggal said the Centre
would assist the states in procuring these vehicles, as the number of casualties is

7

the highest in landmine attacks.— SNS
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Naxals ‘planning’ abduction to

forde release of their lea(fers

"Naxalites have regrouped and formed two squads”

K.V. Subramanya

BANGALORE: Naxalites who owe
allegiance to the Communist
Party of India (Maoist) are plan-
ning to abduct a prominent poli-
tician or a senior police or forest
official to obtain the release of
their two top leaders who are in
jail.

Sources in the State Home
Department told The Hindu on
Saturday that naxalites are plan-
ning to carry out a “spectacular
act” to prove their strength and
to obtain the release of their
jailed leaders — Ramesh and Uj-
jani Gowda.

The police arrested Ramesh,
said to be a member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the CPI
(Maoist), in Raichur a few years
ago. Gowda was arrested at the
KSRTC bus stand in Hospet,
Bellary district, recently.

The sources said they had in-

formation that naxalites could
even attack the policemen who
escort Ramesh, who is in Gul-
barga jail, to the court, and ob-
tain his release. Gowda is lodged
in Bellary Central Prison.

According to sources, soon af-
ter Gowda was arrested, a senior
journalist prevailed upon the
political administration to en-
sure that the police did not act
tough against him. Naxalite sym-
pathisers feared that the police
would kill Gowda in a fake
encounter.

The sources said that after Pa-
tel Sudhakar Reddy, an engi-
neering graduate from
Mehbubnagar in Andhra Pra-
desh, took over as the chief of the
Karnataka unit of the CPI
(Maoist) two months ago, naxa-
lites have regrouped themselves.
They have formed two squads
named Karavali and Varahi.

As the Karnataka cadre is not
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considered strong enough, Sud-
hakar Reddy has got his own
men from Andhra Pradesh. Che-
rukuri Rajendra alias Uday,
based in Mangalore, is the par-
ty’s next in command after Sud-
hakar Reddy. Rajendra has been
in Karnataka for more than a
decade and he reportedly had
close contacts with a former IPS
officer, the sources said. Recent-
ly, the CPI (Maoist) formed the
South West Regional Commit-
tee to expand and strengthen its
activities in Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
The Western Ghats occupies a
prominent place in its new
scheme of things, the sources
said. After the formation of the
SWRC, the CPI (Maoist) is
recruiting members and con-
ducting training camps in Ho-
sur, Chandragiri and other
places in Tamil Nadu bordering
Karnataka.



- ‘Most wanted’ Maoist
commander held :

Press Trust of India Q} Q

PATNA, May 31.— In a prize catch,
“most wanted” self-styled comman-
der of the proscribed CPI (Maoist),
Kameshwar Baitha, who was carry-

' ing a cash reward of Rs five lakh on

* his head and was evading arrest for
the past one decade, was nabbed by
the Special Task Force from the city,
a top official said today.

Baitha was the chief of the out-
lawed erstwhile CPI-ML (People’s
War Group) or PWG, before its
merger with the banned Maoist
Communist Centre to form the CPI
(Maoist) last year. Another dreaded
Naxalite of the CPI (Maoist),

Rambachan Yadav, was arrested by
the STF from a village in Rohtas
today, police said.

Acting on a tip-off, STF comman-
does, assisted by the local police and
STF men from Uttar Pradesh, car-
ried out intense search operations
and captured Baitha from the out-
skirts of Patna last night, DGP Mr
Ashish Ranjan Sinha told a press
conference here today. Baitha, who
was also wanted by Uttar Pradesh
and Jharkhand Police in some crimi-
nal cases, was allegedly responsible
for the murder of more than 70
policemen, the DIG said.

Soon after his arrest, Baitha was
brought to the Kotwali police station
where he was subjected to interroga-

tion by STF personnel, Mr glk-(l;a said.
STF personnel from UPand Jhar-
khand too are arriving here to ques-
tion the dreaded Naxalite leader.
While Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
governments had announced cash
rewards of Rs two lakh each for the
person providing clues about Baitha,
Jharkhand also had announced a
cash reward of Rs one lakh for those
helping in arresting the Naxalite.
Baitha, believed to be an expert in
laying and manufacturing land-

"mines, was wanted for a number of

landmine blasts also, apart from
murders and abductions and attacks
on police stations. But no sophisti-
cated weapon was recovered from
Baitha’s possession, Mr Sinha said.
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By Ramu Bhagwat\TNN

Nagpur: In one of the deadliest
attacks on police force in Maha-
rashtra, seven police personnel
, including twosub-inspectors
and five constables, were killed
along with a civilian driver
when their vehicle was blown
by a powerful landmine planted
by Naxalites in Gondia district
of Vidarbha on Monday.

Two other constables who
survived the blast and subse-
quent firing by the Naxalites
were shifted here on Tuesday
morning and are being treate-
dat a private hospital.

The police as well as the local
authorities in Gondia were
caught unawares as the district
was considered relatively less
sensitive and the last serious
Naxal attack took place three
years ago. Hours after the blast,
deputy CM, who holds the home
portfolio, along with state DGP
P S Pasricha, landed in Gondia
on Tuesday afternoon and delib-
erated with top police officers of
the region. DSP Anupkumar
Singh reached the blast site late
on Monday evening and super-
vised evacuation operations.

For nearly 20 days of this

/1 cops killed
¢ strike in Gondia ¢

THe ;

v/

in Naxal

\
month, the Naxalites were /fac-
tive in the neighbouring, more-
senstive Gadchiroli district
where they Kkilled three police
informers and burnt four gram
panchayat offices. The police
personnel] attached to Darekasa
police outpost in Salekasa tehsil
of Gondia could have been easy
targets for the Naxalites as they
were travelling in the van of a
civilian contractor.

Normally in Naxalite-sensi-
tive areas, policemen move on
foot and do not travel in vehicles
so as to avoid landmine attacks.
The police team had gone to De-
wartola , close to the MP-Chat-
tisgarh border, 65 km from dis-
trict headquarters of Gondia
and 215 km from here, to pro-
vide protection to a PWD explo-
sives team working at an inter-
state dam being built there.
While they were returning to
Darekasa, the vehicle was
blown by Naxalites who were
probably well aware of the rou-
tine movement of the police
team. .

The police suspect Naxals be-
longing to Balaghat Dalam, De-
ori Dalam and platoon Dalam
were involved in the well-coor-
dinated attack. /7
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‘Top Maoist

leaders held
in Midnapore

S RN

s

HT Correspondents
Kolkata / Midnapore, May 24

*

IN A major breakthrough, the po-
lice on Monday night arrested two
front-ranking leaders of the
banned CPI (Maoist) from the
forests of Banspahari, a party
stronghold, in West Midnapore.
Seventy-year-old Sunil Roy, alias
Ashok, is a politburo member of
the proscribed outfit’s central
committee while Patitpaban Hal-
dar, alias Binu, is the state secre-
tary of the party. The two were
nabbed by the cops when they
were holding a meeting inside the
jungle, police sources said.

The two were produced in a
Jhargram court on Tuesday and
remandé&d to police custody for five
days. West Midnapore police su-
perintendent Ajay Nanda said sev-
eral Maoist documents, including
those on strategy, tactics, party
programmes and political resolu-
tions, were found on the two men.

But the Maoists disputed the po-
lice version, saying the two leaders
had been arrested from Konnagar
in Hooghly district last Friday
They were on their way to attend a
party meeting when the cops
nabbed them. Aritra, a state com-
mittee member of the CPI
(Maoist), said party cadres would
not take the arrests lying down.
“We will give a fitting reply to the
Left Front government for trying
to stop our democratic movement
with the help of the police,”
he said.



Naxal toll ticking
inGagcﬁroli: 7
cops dead in "05

VIVEK DESHPANDE -
NAGPUR, MAY20 o™ o
VooN

NAXAL violence is once
again on the rise in Gadchiroli
— eleven villagers and seven
policemen have been killed
this year. The latest attack
came on Thursday, when Nax-
als killed two villagers on the
Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh
barder, accusing them of be-
ing police informers.

" While Karuram Poya, 52,
was shot dead, Kisan Madavi,
36, was bebeaded, SP Shirish
Jain told The Indian Express.
Jain refuted the Naxal claim
that Poya and Madaviwere in-

formers. “In fact, they were

trying to recruit an unwilling
Madavi,” he said.

A spurt in Naxal violence
followed the breakdown of a
peace dialogue with the
Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment. “The rate at which they
are killing villagers is alarm-
ing,” Jain said, adding, “the
number of murders since Jan-
uary is one of the highest for
the corresponding periods of
arly previous year.”

In February, seven police-
menwere killed in alandmine
blast at Dhodraj near Bham-
raharh. Also, Naxals recently
assaulted forest employees, at-
tacked policemen with
grenades and set ablaze two
gram panchayats at Kamlapur
and Dechhlipetha.

By organising a Daman Vi-
roshi Saptah (anti-repression
week) in mid-May, Naxals
also tried to instigate people
against the police, They cited
the Vyankatapur incident in
which a sub-inspector al-
legedly molested a woman
while his colleague gunned
down her husband.

The Vyankatapur incident
brought back memories of the
killing of an alleged Naxal
sympathiser, Chinna Mat-
tami, in 2000. Mattami was

killed in an encounter that
sparked a huge furore.

‘When a magisterial probe-
proved that Chinna was not a
Naxal, the police had setout to
prove the “tribal-Naxal nexus”
through identification parades
of tribals, which saw many of
them being labelled as Naxal
supporters. The drive had to
be dropped following a high
court directive.

In the following years, the
Gadchiroli police had built
bridges with the tribals. Led by
then SP Rajvardhan, it had
embarked on a campaign to
win the confidence of the trib-

On Thursda¥y;
Naxals killed tyw}
villagers, saying
they were police

informers.

als by interacting with them at
rallies and discussing their
problems. The police also
solemnised tribal marriages at
rallies. The efforts paid divi-
dends with over 200 villages
announcing gaonbandi (no-
entry) to Naxals, and earned
them Rs 2 lakh each as special
government aid. Half the
amount has been distributed
for development activities.

“Even at the Venkatapur
village, we had setup our post a
year ago to facilitate the Bor-
der Roads Organisation’s
work, which had stopped due
to a threat by Naxal Dalam
commander Vishwanath, who
was later apprehended. It was
due to our post that the village
also got electricity,” Jain said.

Jain has admitted that
Perkiwar’s death was a case of
police excess. Three police-
men, PSI Bhausaheb Magare
and constables Prabhakar
Tekam and Sontakke, have
been suspended and a CID
probe isunderway.
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The talks have broken down, and the Maoists and
the Andhra Pradesh Government are adopting

an-eye-for-an-eye tactics.

! s
K. Srinivas Reddy Oy Ut
oS

N UNHAPPY situation now prevails

in Andhra Pradesh. The guiding
principle behind the revolutionary
movement has been reduced to just un-
leashing terror; winning over the masses
has been given a complete go-by. On the
Government side, the onus is once again
on the police; the civil administration
has withdrawn.

Hopes of reviving the peace process
through negotiations between the
Maoists and the Government are fading.
In the naxalite camp, it is now up to the
underground squads. The Government’s
strategy is more and more focussing only
on one option — elimination of the
naxalites.

Since the resumption of hostilities af-
ter the naxalites announced they were
pulling out of the talks process in mid-
January, 68 of them have been shot dead
by the police. The Maoists too intensi-
fied their activities — attacking police-
men, police stations, political activists
and civilians branded as informants. As
many as 102 people, including a dozen
policemen, have been killed by naxalites
this year.

People trapped

With both sides seemingly guided by
the principle of balance of terror, the
people are caught in the crossfire. The
talks were officially called off on January
16. Four days later, police shot dead
three naxalites in Sircilla of Karimnagar
district.

The naxalites hit back, attacking un-
armed policemen in Nalgonda and Ma-
habubnagar districts. On March 1, the
gruesome Vempenta incident took place
in Kurnool district. Eight villagers were
called out into the jungle under the guise
of settling a dispute over the killing of
some Dalits and hacked to death.

On March 7, the police in a well-coor-
dinated assault near Manala in Nizama-
bad district shot dead 10 naxalites and
took two into custody. Four days later,
Maoists raided the Chilkaluripet police
station in Guntur district and killed four
policemen and three civilians, including
the mother of a police officer.

Then came the April 1 raid on the
Achampet police station in Mahabub-
nagar district where two police consta-
bles were killed. A month later, the
rebels used a rocket launcher to attack
the Durgi police station. Soon after-
wards came the biggest attack in recent
times: an abortive attempt on the life of

1 v 0

the Prakasam SP, Mahesh Chandra
Laddha. An improvised explosive device
(IED) was exploded, killing two civilians.

Such tit-for-tat actions are common
in Andhra Pradesh but the brutality of
the methods employed by the naxalites
have everyone worried. In Vempenta,
the victims were gagged and hacked to
death one by one; in Chilkaluripet, too, a
police officer was axed to death. In its
earlier avatar as the People’s War, the
outfit had cautioned its cadres against
resorting to such brutality.

Caught amid all this are the masses,
the crucial component of winning either
the revolutionary or a counter-revolu-
tionary war. Despite claims by some po-
litical leaders that the Government
views the issue as a socio-politico-eco-
nomic problem and that it is attempting
to find a solution by solving the people’s
problems, it is becoming clear that the
focus is more on using the police.

Caution from within

That the revolutionary movement is
going astray with the cadres laying grea-
ter emphasis on violence has been point-
ed out by Varavara Rao, a firm believer in
the “New Democratic Revolution” and
one of the emissaries of the Maoists dur-
ing the talks process. In a letter sent to
the politburo, he says “the develop-
ments, especially the killings in the
name of informants, political workers”
are causing extreme concern to him. “I
am not convinced,” he writes in the let-
ter, which was seized from two Maoist
couriers. :

It is not only Varavara Rao who ha
opposed this violence. Party politburo
member Cherukuri Rajkumar a.k.a Gan-
gadhar made a clinical analysis of the
dangerous trend. He is of the view that
the leadership failed to involve people
and that the revolutionary movement
had been reduced to a mere conflict be-
tween the underground squads and the
police.

He makes another interesting obser-
vation. Despite lakhs of people turning
up for public meetings organised by the
party during the talks period, the Maoist
leadership had failed to mobilise even a
small section of people against the Gov-
ernment. Worrying the Maoists now is
the fact that the media in the State,
which had always given them favourable
coverage, had begun equating the
Maoists with the police with regard to
the violence. “This is happening due to
some actions done by us ... we should
change this trend,” Rajkumar writes.

" Mgy,
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HYDERABAD, April 4.
— Maoist representatives
Mr Vara Vara Rao, Mr
Kalyan Rao and Mr
Gaddar, today withdrew as
the Naxalite emissaries for
the peace talks and accu-
sed the Rajashekar Reddy
government of resorting to
“fascist methods”.

In an escalation of vio-
lence Maoist cadre killed
two political leaders in
Mahboobnagar district. At
10.30 p.m. yesterday they
shot dead Congress leader
Madhusudhan Reddy. In
the wee hours of the mor-
ning they shot dead BJP
leader Ayappa Reddy.

The three representati-
ves in a press release
accused the government of
resorting to fake enco-
unters, combing opera-
tions, arrests and harass-
ment of Naxalite cadre,
which was not contributing
to a conducive atmosphere
for talks. Home minister
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- Andhra talks "

Pranaly’s darion call

"\

NEW DELHI, April 4. — Defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee today asked the armed forces to be ready for not
only terrorists and insurgents but also, nuclear and missile
threats. Speaking at the Army commanders’ conference, he
said reducing the Army's size, especially its “tail”, could help to

reduce expenditure.

During their meeting, the commanders are expected to
analyse the situation along the LoC and the Line of Actual
Control. India would continue its dialogue on all issues with
Pakistan, he said, adding that bilateral Issues would be discus-
sed with Chinese Prime Minister Mr Wen Jiabao.

Meanwhile, the government could ask the Arm nl
clarifications regarding the MacMahon Line. Mr Mukherjee said
the situation in Nepal was worrying. He also reminded the
Army officers about “disturbing” reports of human right
violations by security forces. -— SNS & PTI

Mr K Jana Reddy termed
the decision as unfortu-
nate and said the doors are
open for talks. The govern-
ment has a Constitutional
responsibility to maintain
peace and any incident,
like encounters, should be
seen as the government’s
efforts to maintain law and
order, he said.

The Maoist representa-
tives said the government
earlier promised uncondi-

THE STATESMAN

tional talks, but is now ask-
ing the Naxalites to lay
down weapons for the sec-
ond round of talks. “It is
clear that the talk of nego-
tiations by the government
is a farce. We also gather
that the Centre and state
are planning an all-out war
against Naxalite organisa-
tions and also impose a
ban on them in the ejght
states where they are
strong,” they said.
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NO ALTERNATIVE TO PEACE TALKS

IF THERE WAS one useful purpose in Congress
president Sonia Gandhi’s Hyderabad visit, it was
to re-affirm the Government’s commitment to
talk to the Naxalites — in an atmosphere charged
with recrimination, intimidation and suspicion.

" Given her dual capacity as chairperson of the

United Progressive Alliance (UPA) ruling at the
Centre and leader of the party governing the

- State, Ms. Gandhi’s appeal to the left-wing extre-

mists to abjure violence and return to the nego-

'~ tiating table does clear the air in Andhra Pradesh.

In the past month there has been a series of
‘encounter’ deaths and reprisal killings involving
the State police and the Maoists. This has result-
ed in the death of innocent people, besides po-

" licemen and Naxalites. It is the responsibility of

both sides to realise the seriousness of the sit-
uation and put a decisive end to violence of the
‘eye for an eye, blood for blood’ type witnessed
in the Naxalite-affected areas of the State. Unless
initiatives are taken at the political level to stop
the killings and encounters, there can be no
hope of re-starting the stalled peace talks. Now
that Ms. Gandhi has made her party’s policy po-

~ sition clear, Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Red-

dy must quickly review the recent developments
and devise a strategy to restart the negotiations
with the Maoists.

After a promising beginning and a useful

" round of talks, both the State Government and

the Maoists seem to have resiled from their com-
mitment. Perhaps because the Government did
not make its position clear in the talks, or make

* the laying down of arms a precondition for the

ceasefire, the Naxalites moved about with weap-

. ons even when they had shifted from the forests

. into habitations. This became a major sticking

point. Capitalising on the violations of ceasefire

" conditions, the police stepped up their combing

TRE oy

operations in the Na?(;l\lke‘ strongholds When
some of their cadres were killed in “encounters,”
the Maoists hit back with a vengeance — target-
ing the police in particular and the local adminis-
tration sporadically. With the killing of policemen
triggering more “encounters,” the spiral of vio-
lence has become quite intense in the past few
weeks. If the trend continues, it may become very
difficult to re-rail the peace process. While the
speeches of some of the Naxalite leaders have
been provocative, to say the least, the State presi-
dent of the Police Officers’ Association, Anantara-
mulu, has sounded equally hawkish: “Give us a
free hand and we w111 w1pe them out in six
months.” (\\A U RS

The Chief Minister mu! t seize the initiative po-
litically to restart the talks. He has already cried a
halt to “fake encounters.” The Maoist representa-
tives, including Gaddar and Varavara Rao, must
break away from the cult of violence and demon-
strate their concern for the people they claim to
represent. There has to be a businesslike round of
discussions on how to revive the peace process.
Just as the State Government must realise there
can be no real development or enhanced flow of
investment if the present cycle of violence con-
tinues, the Naxalites must make up their mind
about seeking a solution to the people’s problems
through democratic means and peaceful negotia-
tions. This will mean giving up extremism and
violence as a means to achieve their ends. As
much as the killings in the first three months of
2005 — at least 52 civilians, 53 Naxalites and nine
policemen — it is the brutality of the murders
that has sent out alarm signals. Sanity must be
re-established on the ground and a conducive
atmosphere created for the resumption of a dia-
logue. There is indeed no alternative to a political
settlement.
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‘Naxalites plan

~ dual str

Sarker
March 20. — Naxalites,
united under the banner
of the newly-formed CPI-
ML, have formally deci-
ded to pursue a dual strat-
egy for organising move-
ments in states where they
have a formidable pres-
ence, including West Ben-
gal — participate in Parlia-
mentary democracy and si-
multaneously consolidate
“armed struggle” against
the political powers that
be.

The decision was final-
ised by the central execu-
tive committee of CPI-
ML, a party recently
formed after the merger of
four Naxalite outfits —
CPI-ML (UI), COI-ML,
CPI-U (ML) and CPP-ML
(Red Flag) — which held a
four-day closed-door
meeting at Santiniketan
that ended on 13 March.

This faction is, however,
different from the party
that calls itself CPI
(Maoist) and  which
emerged last year from the
merger of the People’s War

.

i

and MCC groups. The 71-
member executive com-
mittee was elected at the
party’s unity conference
held at Vijaywada, Andhra
Pradesh, between 27 Janu-
ary and 1 February.

The Santiniketan meet-
ing was held to finalise the
party’s “political strategie-
s” to fulfil its objectives.
Party insiders said that the
CEC decided to participate
in Parliamentary politics to
“unearth corruption
there”. At the same time it
would work to form a
“people’s army” so that an
“armed revolution” can be
called “to establish Social-
ism” in India, they said.

The party has decided to
maintain distance from
both the mainstream Left
parties, the CPI-M and the
CPI, as well as the ultra-
Left outfits like CPI
(Maoist) since it feels both
these extreme positions
are far removed from the
ideals of Marxism.

Kanu Sanyal, the party’s
all-India secretary, told
The Statesman that they
have already formed full-
fledged state committees

THE 57,4 Pt

ate

egy

in 13 states to achieve
their goal.

“We would participate
in Parliamentary politics
only to expose and wreck
the infirmity of the exist-
ing Parliamentary system.
We dream that there
should be a people’s par-
liament. People can now,
at best, elect their repre-
sentative in the Parliament
but they can’t execute
their own legislation. We
must change this,” he said.

Speaking on their so-
called “armed revolution”,

~ Sanyal said: “If we strive

for our goal, we would
most certainly be attacked
by the parties in power.
And to resist the attack,
we would take up arms,
But the call for an armed
revolution would be given
only when proper time
would warrant.”

Local political commen-
tators, however, say that
the presence of this new

- group of Naxalites in

mainstream politics would
add to the already existing
incidents of violence at the |
level of the ordinary
masses.

q
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In Karnataka, core Maoists up from 25 to 600 in last six months

C

he SMS came too

late. Even before

Professor VS.

Sridhar of Banga-

lore's Vijaya Col-
lege could erase the message
~— ABVP plans to target you
—— agroup of 20slogan-shout-
ing students burst into his
class, accused him of being a
Naxalite supporter and beat
him up with slippers. The
reason: the English teacher,
also a human rights activist,
had criticised the killing of a
Naxalite ideologue in a police
encounter.

Strange though it may
sound, the Right-wing stu-
dent body, Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, was
merely feeding on Banga-
lore’s new found dread-of-the-
Red. Last month, riots erupt-
ed in the city after a band of
200 armed Naxalites raided a
Karnataka police camp — fir-
ing from automatic weapons,
hurling grenades and killing
Six policemen — in the neigh-
bouring Tumkur district.
Since then, as Sridhar says,
“the fear of the Reds has en-
tered urban consciousness”.

The foreboding is hardly
misplaced. Last week an in-
ternal Bangalore police re-
port named 200 Naxalite sym-
pathisers based in India’s be-
lieved answer to the Silicon
Valley. That’s not all. Slogans
eulogising Nepal's Maoists
have appeared in the city’s lo-
calities such as Lalbagh West
Gate. And recent Naxalite
press releases have been is-
sued from Jayanagar, an up-
scale south Bangalore colony:.

Bangalore’s current state
is the outcome of a fast and
furious surge in radical Red
extremism in India. Call
them Left-wing extremists,
radical Reds, good old Nax-
alites, o, by their latest name,
the Maoists — theirs is a
riproaring advance from the
boondocks to urban India.

Figures available with the

New Delhi-based Institute for
Conflict Management show
that between November 2003,
and September 2004, the Nax-
alite presence expanded from
55 districts in nine states to
156 districts in 13 states, an
astounding average growth of
two districts per week. By
February 2005, statistics indi-
cate, the number had further
gone up to 170 districts in 15
states; thereby creating a Red
corridor that connects east-
ern parts of India, including
the Nepal Maoists, to the deep
south. As Ajai Sahni, execu-
tive director of the institute,
puts it, “India Shining is com-
ing under increasing threat
from the Reds. And the gov-
ernment can only ignore it at
its own peril.”

Arrests made from Hyder-
abad, Patna and Nagpur (see
box) and the recent develop-
ments in Bangalore bolster
this view. Traditionally, the
Naxalites have used the
urban centres as hideouts
and for logistical support.
Now. says Sanjay K. Jha of
the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses in New
Delhi, urban areas are also
bheing used as transit routes
for arms and for mobilisation
work. "The arrest of Nepal
Maoists from Indian cities in-
dicates that the Naxalites
from both countries are
working in collaboration.”
says Jha.

ven Maoists admit to
E their rising ambitions.

In an interview last
year, a top Andhra Pradesh-
based Naxalite leader admit-
ted to the party preparing a
document on working in
cities.

The changed strategy can
be attributed to the Septem-
ber 2004 merger of Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) (People’s War) and
Maoist Communist Centre of
India (MCCIT) — the two par-
ties which roughly account
for about 90 per cent of the
country’s Left extremists —
into a united Communist
Party of India (Maoists).
“Even the Centre admits
there is a parallel govern-
ment in 12 states,” says an up-
beat middle-level Maoist
leader on phone from Dhan-
bad in Jharkhand. “We are
surrounding the cities first as
per Mapist principles. Cap-
turing them is the last part.”

The present state of
Ranchi is a case in point.
While Capitol Hill, the town’s
new, swank hotel serves the
finest grilled chicken
forestiers dipped in red wine
sauce, the Jharkhand capital

is encircled by Naxalite-con-
trolled districts. The radical
Left is present in each of the
10 Jharkhand districts sur-
rounding Ranchi.

And it's affecting the re-
gion’s economy. Business-
man Girish Malhotra ex-
plains how the Naxals have
changed the entrepreneur
mentality. “Everybody wants
to set up his industry within
Ranchi's 20-kilometre ra-
dius,” says Malhotra, presi-
dent of the Federation of
Jharkhand Chambers of
Commerce and Industries.
“In fact, no new industry has
come up in districts such as
Palamau and Lohardaga dur-
ing the past 10 years.”

In Orissa’s Malkangiri
district, bank manager Cha-
turbhuj Das points out how
the local economy shrinks in
such conditions. Loan recov-
ery, he says, has gone down
dramatically because officers
cannot move freely. Now the
bad debt in his Kalimela
branch is a sky-high Rs 35
lakh. “The bank is wary of
giving new loans,” he says.

Top police officials as well
as senior bureaucrats insist
that the Naxalites are nothing
more than extortionists. The
truth is far more complex.

Local journalists as well
as NGOs working in the area
believe that the jan adalats
(informal public courts) have
gone a long way in creating
and expanding the Maoists’
social base. The system of in-
stant justice at no cost is a
raging success with the un-
derprivileged. Even a Jhark-
hand state document points
out that developmental activ-
ities such as setting up
schools and building small
earthen dams are part of
their strategies. In their

~~UTTAR PRADESH
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January 13, 2005:

The Hyderabad police
seized a cache of arms
and ammunition from the
Himayatnagar residence
of a government servant
arrested on charges of
supplying arms to the
Maoists. ltems seized in-
cluded two telescopic
rifles.

December 26, 2004:

Maharashtra police raid-
ed several Naxalite hide-
outs in Nagpur and ar-
rested three leaders. An
arms manufacturing fac-
tory was also unearthed.
A truckload of arms, in-
cluding a light machine
gun and five two-inch
rocket launchers, were
seized.

TENSE MOMENTS:

(Top) A relative looks .

at portraits of June 11, 2003:
policemen killed by ,

Naxals; (left) director- The Pe,OPI? S War_ .
general of police K.K. Group’s Blha.r unit c_hlef,
Kashyap at Gadchiroli Dev Kumar Singh alias
in Maharashtra Arvindji, was arrested

(Pix: Ranjit Deshmukh)
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Moderately affected
(18 districts)

Total Affected Districts:156

KEY to the growing menace

Highly affected
{50 districts)

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Marginally affected
(58 districts)

Targetted
(30 districts)

along with three other
associates by Bihar po-
lice’s Special Task Force
in his Patna hideout.

April 20, 2003:

Two People’s War Group
leaders, including Hyder-
abad district committee
secretary Ramana
Reddy, were killed in an
encounter near Ramoji
Film City in the Andhra
Pradesh capital’s sub-
urbs.

February 25, 2003:

A combined operation by
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation and Bihar’s
Special Task Force un-
earthed a Left-wing ex-
tremist nerve centre

from Patrakar Nagar,
Patna. Four Maoist Com-
munist Centre of India
cadres and four Maoist
insurgents of Nepal were
arrested from the shelter.

Armed movements, as in Kashmir and the Northeast, are confined
to a single state. But Naxalism has already swept across 15.
A Telegraph report on India’s most serious constitutional threat

areas of control, the Maoists
ensure better attendance of
government school teachers
and doctors. At that level,
their intervention has en-
sured that the state delivery
mechanism improves,” says
Ranchi-based journalist Sud-
hir Pal.

The Naxalites are not
short of cash. In 2003. Jhark-
hand police seized Rs 36 lakh
during raids on Naxal hide-

outs. “We charge a levy,” says
the Maoist. Government con-
tractors and those making
money from forests and
mines are charged the unofti-
cial tax — ranging from two
to 20 per cent. Says Ganesh
Chandra Modal, a BJP leader
in Malkangiri, “The Maoists
say they need money to run
the dalams (groups).”
Internal security experts
note that the Maoists are now

Keeping to the left

RED HEAT: Lal Salaam (2002), Bollywood’s boorish
take on the Naxalites, collapsed at the box office

everywhere. Except Bihar where the film ran to packed
houses in towns like Patna and Buxar. Reason: the Peo-
ple’s War Group unofficially adopted the movie as part of
its cultural promotion package and encouraged its sup-
porters and sympathisers to watch the Nandita Das-
Sharad Kapoor starrer. Lal Salaam’s pirated copies were
even shown in remote villages by the Naxalite outfit.

RUNNING SCARED: After Left-wing extremists at-
tacked the Kalimela and Motu police stations in Oris-

sa’s Malkangiri district in August 2001, security forces
launched a massive combing operation. Not to look for
the ultras but to locate the district collector and superin-
tendent of police who had gone missing. They were even-
tually found in a safe house in the neighbouring Koraput
district. The officials said they had fled after word spread
that their houses were the next targets.

THE GUNRUNNERS: In January 2005, Mumbai’s anti-
terrorist squad arrested two gunrunners of the

Chhota Rajan gang after a dramatic car chase and seized
a US-made Ruger revolver and five rounds of ammuni-
tions. Investigations showed that the gangsters had pro-
cured the weapons from an arms consignment originally
meant for Maoist insurgents in Nepal.

displaying an increasing ma-
turity in dealing with the sys-
tem and wresting the maxi-
mum out of it without com-
promising on their long-term
goal of overthrowing the
state. For instance, whenever
a particular state govern-
ment gets rough, they secret-
ly join hands with the Opposi-
tion. Sahni believes that the
Congress cut a covert deal
with the Reds in Andhra
Pradesh. And not everybody
believes Jharkhand home
secretary J.B. Tubid when he
says that the rise in voting
percentage from 30-35 per
cent to 55 per cent during the
recent state Assembly polls is
a sign of the dwindling influ-
ence of the Maoists. “The in-
crease is because the Maoists
have ensured the victory of
candidates better inclined to
them,” says a human rights
activist,

he great Red spread is

I primariliy happening
in areas contiguous to
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh
— four states where the
armed, radical Left has been
traditionally strong. As po-
lice and paramilitary forces
turned on the squeeze, the
Naxalites moved into the qui-
eter states, later building
bases there. For instance, AP
Naxalites on the run used the
forests of Orissa’s Koraput
and Malkangiri and Maha-
rashtra’s Gadchiroli district.
Now, these districts too have a

strong Naxal presence. In Ko-
raput district headquarters,
even the police armoury was
attacked last year.

States such as Jharkhand
have invested heavily in the
police. Though 30 paramili-
tary companies were sta-
tioned in the state for the past
three years, some 15,000 con-
stables, recruited in the past
one year, are being trained by
the army. The armed police
will now carry self-loading ri-
fles, an improvement from
the earlier 303 rifles, along-
with mine detectors and
night vision devices. Ironical-
ly, even the Maoists are mod-
ernising their armed units.

Orissa, while modernisi-
ng its police force, has also of-
fered the olive branch. To win
over the tribals — the Mao-
ists’ primary constituency —
the state has withdrawn 34
cases involving 417 tribals. It
has also retracted six serious
cases involving Naxalites.
“We have done our bit, now
let them come forward,” says
B.B. Mishra, director-general
of Orissa police. Insists Oris-
sa home secretary Santosh
Kumar, “Development is the
ultimate solution.”

Yet, the Naxalites have
grown in both states as else-
where. Bangalore police
records show that in Kar-
nataka the number of core
Naxalites has shot up from 25
to 600 in the last six months.
Such a rapid rise has prompt-
ed internal security experts
to believe that Naxalism pres-

SEEN AT EVERY CORNER:
A poster brought out by the
Jharkhand government against
Maoist violence in the state

{Map not to scale. Source: Institute for Conflict

RED SPREAD

ents India’s most serious con-
stitutional threat. Most
armed movements such as
those in Kashmir and in the
Northeast are restricted to a
single state. “How will the
government curtail a fluid,
armed, organised movement
cutting across 15 states?”
asks Sahni.

Senior bureaucrats too
feel that the Naxalites are a
national problem and only a
comprehensive all-India stra-
tegy can counter it. And,
though, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh last month no-
ted that Left extremism had
gained pace in areas where
much of India’s minerals and
hydro-electric projects are lo-
cated, no major initiative

seems to be in the offing.

Till then, the Maoists con-
tinue to consolidate and mul-
tiply in the hinterland and en-
circle the cities. Manjushree
Thapa writes in Forget Kath-
mandu about the elite in the
Nepal capital living in dread
of afinal assault from the Ma-
oists. However unlikely that
may seem at the moment, the
CPI (Maoists) hopetobeina
similar position one day.

(Reporting by

Debashis Bhattacharyya
from Malkangiri, Orissa,
Avijit Ghosh from Ranchi,
Satish Nandgaonkar from
Gadchiroli, Maharashtra
and Varuna Verma

in Bangalore)
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Naxalites kill
8, chopoff
hands o “‘*‘,))
two otherg

HTC and Agencies
Hyderabad, March 1

MAOISTS TAKING sides
with dalits killed eight up-
per caste men and chopped
off hands and legs of two
others in Vempenta village
of Kurnool district in And-
hra Pradesh in the early
hours of Tuesday.

According to police sou-
rces, a group of Maoists ca-
me to the village under Pa-
mulapadu mandal near Na-
ndikotkur town on Monday
night and whisked away at
least 50 upper caste men at
gunpoint. They were taken
to the forest on the pretext
of discussions over a local
dispute between dalits and
upper castes.

After discussing for some

time, the Maoist dalam lead- -

er called the victims one by
one and shot 10 of them de-
ad. They chopped off the
hands and legs of two oth-
ers. The injured were ru-
shed to Kurnool governme-
nt hospital. The police have
begun combing operations
around the village.

Other villagers were let
off with a warning. The po-
lice said the killings could
be in retaliation for the
murder of nine dalits by up-
per castes in 1998. Villagers
had then burnt nine PWG
sympathisers to death, alle-
ging that they were respon-
sible for killing the village
sarpanch in July that year.

Additional forces have
been rushed to the village
from Kurnool.
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MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, Feb. 24: First, the
Left was pacified with com-
mitments on the social sector,
then followed the almost daily
dose of relaxation of foreign
investment rules.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and finance minis-
ter P Chidambaram held out
an olive branch towards Left
leaders this morning and as-
sured them the budget would
reflect their concerns for the
social sector.

Chidambaram said after
the meeting that “the govern-
ment has benefited from the
(Left’s) suggestions” while his
ministry announced easier
foreign investment norms for
housing.

Foreign investors can now
establish wholly-owned sub-

RS

eft <§L refo
F A\ W

’d
sidiaries to construct hous| 12
projects without having to'se-
ek government approval. The
minimum plot size of housing
projects allowed for foreign in-
vestment has been cut from
100 to 25 acres. (See Business
Telegraph)

In recent days, the Left has
periodically hit out at the gov-
ernment’s economic policies,
particularly the easing of for-
eign investment guidelines,
threatening to bite as the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance’s
“watchdog”. In contrast, the
mood was mellow today after
the meeting with Singh, Chi-
dambaram, Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi and defence
minister Pranab Mukherijee.

“We reminded the Prime
Minister that the budget must
meet the commitments in the
common minimum progra-

rm side by side

mme,” said CPM politburo
member Sitaram Yechury,
who used the “watchdog” de-
scription earlier in the week.

He did not smack his lips
but suggested a state of satis-
faction. “The finance minister
assured (us) he will consider
them positively,” Yechury said
about the Left’s demands.

The Left’s areas of concern
are creating jobs, expanding
education and healthcare and
increasing money for farm in-
frastructure. It wants the fi-
nance minister to allocate Rs
50,000 crore for the social sec-
tor and seems to believe more
than that can be set aside.

Chidambaram did most of
the talking on the budget. The
Left did not join issue with
him over policies they object
to and for which they blame
the finance minister more

than the Prime Minister.

They did mention banking
reforms but the tone stood in
contrast to Wednesday’s “an-
guish and sense of humilia-
tion” the Left said it would
convey to the Prime Minister
about the government relax-
ing foreign investment rules.

Banking federations will
hold a protest rally in Delhi on
March 11 and observe a strike
on March 22.

CPI leader A.B. Bardhan
told Singh he would address
the rally. Bardhan also said
what he was going to talk
about. On an earlier occasion,
his remarks had upset Singh.

The Left leaders indicated
that the strategy would rem-
ain the same. “We will protest
and agitate outside. Take these
issues to the people,” said
Yechury.

_—
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“Maoist held 1n
Wy

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, February 21

THE JALPAIGURI police
claim they have unearthed
a plan by the Communist
Party of India (Maoist) to
extend its activities to
North Bengal following the
arrest of Suresh Das, 21.
The police said he was earli-
er a member of the People’s
War, which merged with the
Maoist Communist Centre
to form the  CPI(Maoist).
Jalpaiguri SP Rahul Srivas-
tav has described Das as “a
big catch”. Das, aresident of
Madhirahat, was arrested
early on Monday from
Alipurduar in Jalpaiguri,
Srivastav said.

According to a senior po-
lice officer, Das, a whole-
timer of the CPI(Maoist),
was introduced to the party
by a Kamtapur People’s Par-
ty leader in 2003 and was a
an active PW member.
Three Red Books, a few
posters, pamphlets and a
book that carried inter-

I N -
views of leaders of thp PW,
Nepal Communist Party
(Maoist) and the MCC. The
police claim they also found
a hit list in his possession.

A senior police officer in
Jalpaiguri said Das, who
has inducted three youths
into the PW, was involved in
a 2003 case involving the
snatching of arms from the
police. In 2003, three rifles
were snatched at Kalchini
in Jalpaiguri district. The
police believe the new re-

_cruits have already received
"training in the CPI(Maoist)

camps in Midnapore. The
police also suspect Das was
involved in getting arms
from Assam to North Ben-
gal last year.

The police said Das was
kept in North Bengal to
spread the party’s ideology
among the youths and that
he was playing a key role in
the Maoists’ effort to a
launch Kisan-Mazdoor San-
gha. The police claim they
have also learnt about a
CPI(Maoist) plan to publish

North

Ben

. _P

gal\ ‘

Wit~

Suresh Das being escorted by the palice to the Alipurduar

court on Monday.

a magazine here to propa-
gate its ideology in the re-
gion. For this, the party was
looking for female cadres.
Another source said Das
was a resident of South Sal-

salabari was picked up from
South Shivkati under the
Samuktala police station.

The Alipurduar court on
Monday remanded him to
10 days’ police custody.
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R ANDHRA PRADESH it is now Karnata-
ka’s turn to face naxalite violence. With the gun-
ning down of forest brigand Veerappan,
Karnataka Chief Minister Dharam Singh decid-
ed to re-deploy the Special Task Force (STF) for
neutralising the threat from the Maoists (earlier
known as People’s War). There was specific in-
formation that a group was moving into the
State from Andhra Pradesh. A 27-member Re-
serve Police team killed two naxalites, including
a noted leader, Saketh Rajan, in the Kallugudde
forest in Chikmagalur district. But within five
days, the naxalites hit back, killing six police-
men and a civilian — in a planned attack on the
Reserve Police camp at Venkatammanahalli in
Tumkur district. Although there have been re-
ports of naxalite movement in Karnataka, there
has been no violence in recent months. The ac-
tivity was largely confined to Andhra Pradesh
and its northern neighbours. Evidently, with the
breakdown of the peace talks with the Andhra
Pradesh Government, the naxalites are feeling
the heat of a police crackdown. In consequence,
some groups have moved into neighbouring
forests in Karnataka. And this has also put Tamil
Nadu on the alert, since the forests in Dharma-
puri and Vellore districts provided a convenient
base to extremists in the past.

It will be a serious mistake for governments to
treat the naxalite challenge merely as a law and
order problem. They have to identify the socio-
economic issues that provide a fertile ground for
the naxalite movement to grow, especially in
tribal areas and pockets. It is not as though the
States are not awate of these areas of concern,
as seen in naxalite-infested regions — a lack of
development, the non-availability of land, and
the absence of basic health and education,
transport and communication infrastructure.
The problem h% been festering for years and it

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2005
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\
erupts into major violence whenever the State

administration either turns the heat on the naxa-
lite groups or shuts its eyes to the demands of
the tribal population. Some of the eastern and
central States of the country, stretching up to the
Himalayan Kingdom of Nepal, have been in the
throes of extremist violence from time to time. A
change of government in a State is generally fol-
lowed by fresh peace efforts, but these collapse
sooner than later.

The Andhra Pradesh initiative, pursued with
spirited realism by Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekh-
ara Reddy, needs to be commended and perse-
vered with. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
has offered to consult with Opposition parties
for evolving a consensus on dealing with the is-
sue. It cannot be reduced to a question of adopt-
ing and using a Prevention of Terrorist
Activities-type legislation. The affected States,
which already have a special platform to discuss
the naxalite problem, with a cell in the Union
Home Ministry acting as the coordinator, should
raise the level of interaction and cooperation tc
work out a joint strategy. This can involve a car
rot-and-stick approach by which the issue
raised by the naxalites and the people are deal
with seriously, while the law and order problem
are handled in the normal course. Any ceasefir
with the dominant extremist group must als
mean that its cadres do not move around wit
arms outside the designated areas. Such a basi
framework can be put in place in each affecte
State, which can take up the socio-economic i
sues that are hurting the people. A regular e
change of information and intelligence mus
form part of the arrangement among the State
concernéd, with the Centre extending whole
hearted cooperation in terms of modernising th
police force and providing financial support tc
development projects in the tribal areas.

THE HINDU

47 FEB 2005



S P
& 4
\3\\ cur

Press Trust of India

RANCHI, Feb. 13. — Suggesting that a
comprehensive strategy was needed to
tackle the Naxalite problem, Dr
Manmohan Singh said he was ready to dis-
cuss the issue with the Opposition. He also
rejected the contention that the scrapping
of tough anti-terror laws such as Pota was
responsible for the spurt in extremism.

“I don’t have any hesitation if the
Opposition wants to give any suggestion...
We have to have a comprehensive strategy
for the problem,” he told a press confer-
ence at the airport here while replying to a
question on BJP president Mr LK Advani’s
recent demand to take the Opposition into
confidence on internal security.

He denied the BIJP’s allegation that the

scrapping of Pota had led to the increase in -

the extremism saying “Advani himseif kn-
ows that it is not true.” Dr Singh said Na-
xalite violence was a serious problem in ma-
ny states and the Centre would extend “ma
ximum possible” cooperation to control it.

THE STAT™

’s formula to
rb Naxalites

The Centre was in touch with the affect-
ed states and “I believe the states and the
Centre will jointly solve the problem,” he
added. Replying to a query on the political
crisis in Nepal, Dr Singh said India had gr-
eat concern over it and the Indian Am-
bassador in the country had already met the
monarch and the Nepal foreign minister.

“We have already clearly stated that the
monarchy and multi-party democracy are
the two pillars of Nepal politics.” Dr Singh
expressed confidence over the Congress
winning the Assembly polls in Jharkhand
and Bihar and said his party was committed
to providing stable governments there.
Accusing the NDA government in Jhar-
khand of failing to meet the people’s expec-
tations, he said if the UPA is voted to power
emphasis would be given on agriculture,
education, irrigation and employment. “We
will also work for the development of
Scheduled Castes, scheduled Tribes and
minorities.” The UPA government is at the
Centre and if it is also voted to power in
Jharkhand it would lead to coordination in
accelerating development.
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Naxahte§ kill

6 pe olice

in Kzﬁ'nataka

Statesman News Sarvice
_

BANGALORE, Feb. 11,
— Six police constables
were  killed and four
injured in a daring attack
by Naxalites on a
Karnataka State Reserve
Police camp, barely 120
km from Bangalore, late
last night. The attack came
on the eve of the two-day
visit of Dr Manmohan
Singh to Bangalore.

The camp is situated at
Venkammanahali in
Tumkur district on the
state’s border with Andhra
Pradesh.

The Prime Minister,
who arrived here today,
was briefed about the
developments by chief
minister Mr Dharam
Singh, who also proposes
to talk to his Andhra
Pradesh counterpart, Mr
Rajasekhar Reddy.

Police chief Mr SN
Borkar told reporters that
the Naxalites, including
some women activists,
shot dead the sentry at the
camp housed in a school
building at 11.30 p.m. and
also fired indiscriminately
at the policemen, most of
whom were asleep.

He claimed that it was
possible that few of the
Naxalites too might have
been killed in the return

Ajeey wases e e
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fire. Their bodies appear
to have been carted away.
The attackers were armed
with AK-47 rifles and
grenades.

Unnerved by the assault,
Mr Dharam Singh, quickly
announced the setting up
of two anti-Naxalite
squads cach with a
strength of 250 jawans,
commanded by a DIG.

While one squad would
tackle the menace in the
Malnad  district  of
Chickmaglur, Mangalore
and Udupi districts ,the
other would comb Bidar,
Gulbarga, Kolar, Bellary
and Tumkur districts. The
militants have been partic-
ularly active in these areas.

Officials here claim that
the killing of the KSRP
jawans was in retaliation
to the death of a Naxalite
leader Saketh Rajan and
his associate, in an
encounter with the police
last week in Chickmaglur.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the chief minister
said that these activists
would now have to lay
down their arms before
coming for any peace talks
with the government.

He was particularly
angry at the reported let-
ter that the Naxalites have
left behind in Telugu. The
letter warns of more such
attacks in the future.

THE STA TBHAN
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‘Cops surround
gxal leaders,
<\pulled hack

- |Setback for talk effort; it
was routme mission, says minister

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI, FEB 4

operation by the

Andhra Pradesh

police, which had

the top Naxalite leadership
from across the country at its
. mercy for several hours yes-
terday, once again derailed
the possibility of peace talks.
The special anti-Nax-

" alite Grey Hound comman-
dos were called back after
frantic telephone calls by
the intermediaries to semor
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the first time in three
decades last year to take part
in the now-rocky peace talks.

Senior Home Ministry
officials in New Delhi con-
firmed that the Naxals lead-
ership had been allowed go.
Senior Home Ministry offi-
cials said: “Even though
talks have been interrupted
back channels of communi-
cation are still open. Under
such circumstances, appre-
hending the Naxal leaders
might not have sent the
right signals.”

Off1c1als also said that

P

! ministers in Hyderabad and
| New Delhi.

The episode has left both
the Naxalites and the secu-
rity forces seething and it
could further harm the al-
ready floundering peace
talks with the Maoists.

The Naxalites are alleg-
ing that the sole purpose be-
hind the Grey Hound am-
bush was to liquidate their
entire leadership. Ramakr-
ishna, for example, had
emerged from the forests for

Andhra Home Minister K Jana Reddy (right) sorts out the
crisis with Left actlvists Gadar (2nd from left) and Varavara
Rao (3rd from left) and others in Hyderabad on Thursday. PT7/

state has been asked to con-
tinue engaging the Naxals.
“We hope that this gesture
will help the Naxals back to
the table,” they said.

Some 30 top leaders, in-
cluding Andhra’s CPI
(Maoist) state secretary Ra-
makrishna and representa-
tives from Bihar and Chhat-
tisgarh  were meeting
secretly, deep inside the
Nallamalla jungles, when
they were encircled by Grey

CONTINUED ONPAGE2
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talks on his mobile phone.

Rao told The Indian Express that Ra-
makrishna called him around 1 pm on
Thursday to say they were completely sur-
rounded. He said he had to seek the inter-
vention of Union ministers from Andhra
Pradesh—Dasari Narayana Rao, S Jaipal
Reddy and K Chandrasekhar Rao—and
State PCC chief Keshav Rao and state
Home Minister K Jana Reddy.

While top politicians are now denying
their role in the affair, the fact remains that
the Grey Hounds aborted their operation
later in the day with the Naxalites within
their sights. The distrust between the two
sides has deepened after this.

On January 16, the talks had collapsed as
Naxalites alleged that the security forces
continued to kill their men in fake encoun-
ters.

The sight of the Grey Hounds led them
to believe that they were about to face an-
other such encounter. Rao said that he and
the Naxalite balladeer Gadar had an emer-
gency meeting with Home Minister K Jana
Reddy at 4 pm on Thursday and around 7

LAY IIEU WU CapidLl 1L away sayIng that the -,

Grey Hounds were on a routine mission. But
we know how close they came to killing our

. leaders.” Reddy himself would only remark:

“Police officers have been told to exercise
restraint.” Over the past month 23 Maoists
have been killed in 10 encounters, said Rao.
“They call them encounters, but not a single
cop was hurt in any of these,” he claimed.

Added K G Kannabiran, a member of
the Committee for Concerned Citizens:
“On the one hand they are inviting the Nax-
als to the negotiating table on the other
hand the police action continues.”

One security official said, however, that
the police may never get another opportu-
nity like this. “What if the talks fail? We may
not be able to nab them again,” he said.

The Government has been frying to get
the Naxals back to the table for the last three

weeks, and yesterday’s incident could set |

things back to the Chandra Babu Naidu
regime days when neither side believed in
giving any quarter.

The Grey Hounds, Rao said, are still in

the area, though the DGP has asked the SP
of Prakasam district to rein them back.

Bollywood museum ‘Maulavi's arrest

difficult considering the
number of organisa-
tions claiming to repre-
sent the interests of the

gestions.

industry. panel
“They have to get to-

gether to represent a  February 16.

common cause,” he

says.

The 1&B Secretary
-admits that the project
might prompt demands
for similar museums
from states like Tamil

erators,

Nadu and Andhra andacademics/chancel-
Pradesh, with active lors of universities, to
film industries of discuss content,” said

their own, but says the Chawla

Ministry is open to sug-

Meanwhile, the M1n~
istry is also planning a !
discussion on ‘y
television content on|

“We are going to act
as facilitators providing
a common platform for
content providers Zee,
Star, Sony and cable op-
and viewers
comprising sociologists

before the Kotwali police sta-
| tion, demanding immediate re-

The protestors also alleged that

i moulavi.

spoke to a section of the media
and denied that he had
given any order to arrest the
moulavi, adding that he was be-

acy.

he would now seek a transfer,

sent circumstances.

Zaheerafails to appear

before Godhra Commission  tireaten to quit,

“Alva rushes in

lease of their religious leader. |
police had manhandled the ,

But then, Justice R S Garg

ing defamed through a conspir- !
The Judge then declared that |

saying it was not possible for |
him to work here under the pre- |

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AHMEDABAD, FEBRUARY 4

THE prime witness in the
Best Bakery case, Zaheera
Sheikh on Friday failed to
turn up for cross-examination
before the Godhra Commis-
sion, citing fatigue from at-
tending the trial court pro-
ceedings in Mumbai.

The Commission, com-
prising Justice (Retd) G.T.
Nanavati and Justice (Retd)
K.G Shah, probing the Sabar-
mati Express fire and the

Godhra riots, instead received
an application faxed by Za-
heera through her advocate
Atul Mistry. She said she was
“physically and mentally” ex
hausted from the trial court
proceedings in Mumbai and
sought another date to appear
before the Commission.

The application, signed by
both Mistry and Zaheera, also
stated that she had returned
to Vadodara from Mumbaion
February 3 and needed some
time to rest before appearing
before the judges.

ministers by an hour as

Rane could not decide who

to include and who to keep
out.

In the end, Rane got the |
to
despatch a hurried appoint- -
ment order inducting Luiz- -
inho Faleiro and Dayanand

Governor’s  office

Narvekar into his team.
Chief Minister Rane has

decided not to allocate !
portfolios to his team to !
prevent further damage to -

his fragile coalition.
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PM, Soma\for talks with naxalites

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), JAN. 24. The Congress
today emphasised that the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and the United Progres-
sive Alliance chairperson, Sonia
Gandhi, have indicated that
peace talks between the Andhra
Pradesh Government and the
naxalite groups should contin-
ue unhindered.

Stating this at a press meet
here at the party headquarters,
the AICC general secretary, Dig-
vijay Singh, said the Congress
had asked the State Govern-
ment to conduct a probe into
the encounters and establish
whether they were genuine or
fake.

Mr. Digvijay Singh met the
Union Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, today and discussed the
stalled peace talks and related
issues.

He said the talks were a com-
mitment made by the party to
the people of the State and ap-
pealed to all sections to bring
about some kind of understand-
ing so that the talk process re-
sumed immediately.

“We have promised peace to

\,‘0 ¥

o0
the people of Andhra’Pradesh
and would like this to continue
as it had during the last eight
months...would like both the
State police and naxalites to ex-
ercise restraint, avoid confron-
tation,” he said

Mr. Digvijay Singh, who was
in touch with the Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister, Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy, said that the
Congress was keen that the
peace talks get started again so
that basic issues of governance,
land reforms, rights of forest
dwellers could be addressed.
This was necessary so that a
comprehensive action plan
could be drawn within a time-
frame and monitored by people
who were acceptable to both
sides.

“After all, the naxalites are al-
so our own people, misguided
maybe and followed the path of
violence quite contrary to the
Congress ideology. Any person
killed by either of them [police
and naxalites]j is a loss to com-
munity and 'we would not like
this to continde,” he said add-
ing that the issues raised by
naxalites  were extremely
relevant.
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He had asked the State party
chief, K. Keshav Rao, to send a
team of senior leaders to meet
the families of all those, includ-
ing naxalites, who were killed in
these encounters.

He also had a word with the
Union Minister and Telengana
Rashtra Samiti Chief, K. Chan-
drasekhara Rao, and that both
the TRS and Congress were one
on the issue of peaceful negotia-
tions with naxalites.

Congress condemns
TDP MLA killing

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. The Congres:
today condemned the killing o
the Telugu Desam MLA, Paritale
Ravi, and said the party has nev-
er subscribed to violent activ-
ities. “We would like the culprits
to be caught and punished as
soon as possible,” the party said
adding that according to his in-
formation the slain legislator
was also involved in some “ac-
tivities” and there was tension
between two groups.

3’27{41



~ Six killed as Naxal
eV ARV
s groups clash~

Latehar (Jharkhand): Six
extremists were killed on
Sunday in clashes between
armed activists of two
banned underground Naxal
groups at Khaida village in
Latehar district of Jhark-
hand, police said.

Activists of the CPI(Maoist)
and Sangharsh Janmukti Mor-
cha traded gunfire in the wee
hours resulting in the killing
of six persons, director gener-
al of police M V Rao said.

Senior police officials
have reached the spot and a
search was on to flush out ul-
tras remaining in the area.

After returning from the

spot, superintendent of po-
lice, Letehar, M S Bhatia
told newsmen that the San-
garsh Janmukti Morcha
members allegedly sprayed
bullets on the activists of
the armed squad of the CPI
(Maoist) when they were
sleeping at a place at Bodah
village and fled. The
killings, he said, were a se-
quel to a decade-old feud be-
tween the two outfits over
“area supremacy.”

One Naxalite, who sur-
vived the attack, has been ad-
mitted to the Rajendra Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences in
Ranchi, Bhatia said. pm
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NAXALITE MOVEMENT

5 \’ \

ommunist parties all\ over
the world tend to splinter
and the Indian Communist
party is no exception. But re-
cently CPI (Maoist) has come
/‘d(l) existence by merger of two
strong groups namely Maoist
Communist Centre and CPI-ML
(People’s War). This unusual
development is ominous, as the
new party has given a strong im-
petus to militancy and violence.
In Uttar Pradesh CPI (Maoist)
guerrillas attacked a forest range
office and killed two forest
guards, and two days later on 21
November they blew up a police
vehicle killing 19 policemen in
Chandraprabha  jungle in
Chandauli district. On 5 January
they blew up another police
vehicles killing SP Mongher and
six police personnel. Killing and
blowing up of railway stations
~and other government buildings
are going on in central Bihar,
Jharkhand, and other states in-
cluding West Bengal.

Exploitation

It is significant that the Naxa-
lites are now by and large hold-
ing sway over the people living in
the jungles and hills of Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Chattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Bihar and West
Bengal and they have spread to
Uttar Pradesh. The forests have
been the habitat of the Adivasis
and the Dalits for centuries.
They gather food, collect drift
wood, leaves, and often cut tim-
bers in forest for domestic use
and practice shifting cultivation
known as jhum or podu. The
forest people cannot destroy the
forest as it has been woven into
the texture of their life.

Tribal rights in the forest were
first threatened in the 19th cen-
tury when landowners and busi-
nessmen started their exploita-
tion of the forest. This provoked
a few spontaneous tribal rebel-
lions, which were quickly put
down; but few could perceive
their hurt feeling and none tried
to redress their grievances.
Besides, the Indian Forest Act of
1927 seriously disrupted the
tribal-forest relationship by
introducing the concept of
Reserve forest, which led to the
extinction of the right, of the
Adivasis unless the claims were

The author is a former member of the
Rabindra  Bhavan management
committee and former Director-
General of Police, West Bengal.

Forcible Stifling Of The Tribal Voice

established before the forest
settlement officer. Thus, one
fine morning, they lost their
ancient rights and became alien
in their own habitat. Incident-
ally, the first organised tribal
movement — the Jharkhand
movement — started in 1930 in
the wake of the passing of the
Indian Forest Act in 1927.
During British rule this law
was perfunctorily enforced as

ment and wildlife protection
laws and regulations have crea-
ted larger protected arcas desig-
nating the ancient Adivasi and
Dalit settlements inside or adja-
cent to such areas as en-
croachments which, according to
the law, are liable to be remov-
ed. Of late, the forest people’s
resentment against laws like the
Wild Life Protection Act is
becoming louder. The Naxalites

the then Federal government did
not have the wherewithal to
properly enforce it. But after its
adoption in 1956 by the central
and state governments, the
enforcement has gradually
became stricter. Besides, more
such restrictive and rigid laws
like Forest Conservation Act,
Forest Protection Act, the Wild
Life Act of 1972 and a plethora
of other central and state legisla-
tion have made the forest inac-
cessible to forest people.

Harassment

The harshness of implemen-
tation is being felt by Adivasis
and Dalits who live on forest
produce. The Adivasi preserves
have been encroached by deve-
lopment projects like road and
dam construction, mineral ¥
traction and mine operatioa.
Even the judgment of the Sup-
reme Court in 1997 declaring
that the state has no right to
grant on lease any forest land,
including government forest
land, has been largely ignored.

Accordmg to a recent survey,
more than four million people
live inside the area notified as
protected and many more mil-
lions live in the vicinity. Environ-

have demanded modification, if
not the total abolition, of the
Forest Act.

Their hurt feeling is aggra-
vated when forest contractors
carry on their depredations with
impunity while the forest people
are generally debarred from en-
tering the protected forest. The
few who are allowed to collect
twigs and leaves have to face
harassment and insult. Forest
settlement officers generally
settle the forest land to outsiders
who can pay rent and often more
than that. The forced alienation
of the tribal from the forest and
forest land is complete and this
has left a deep scar on their
minds.

While political terrorism is
one manifestation of the deep-
laid frustration and anger of the
forest people, the other mani—
festation is “social banditry” i
the form of poaching in v101at10n
of the laws with the consent and
support of the villagers. Such
social banditry found its acme in
the unprecedented depredation

of Veerappan.

Hailing from a backward
forest hamlet named Gopi-
nathan in Tamil Nadu-Karna-
taka border and belonging to a

sect of the most backward Van-
niyar caste, he took to poaching
of deer and elephant early in life
in defiance of the forest and wild
life laws. Veerappan killed
several people, eclephants in
thousands, and from the
clandestine trade in tusk and
sandalwood and from ransom he
is said to have collected crores of
rupees, a sizable amount of
which he spent for the poor
Dalits and tribal and for
improvement of forest villages.
Such social banditry is not
uncommon in the forest, and the
forest mafia often utilise bandits
to subserve their own interest.

Dialogue

In 1998 the Naxalites of And-
hra Pradesh had a dialogue with
the state government for dis-
tribution of land occupied by the
poor tribal people in the forest
villages. The government had
agreed to regularise them. Even
after more than a year when the
government did not do anything,
the Naxalites resumed their
campaign of violence and terror.
In the talks held in November
2004, identical issues were on
the top of the agenda and the
government once again agreed
to implement them. But given
the current political scenario in
the state, it is doubtful whether
the government will be able to
muster courage to affect the
desired land settiement ignoring
the resentment of the land
owning community who cons-
titute the support base of the
political party in power.

The emergence of Naxalite
terror in West Bengal has been
puzzling to observers since it is
believed that successful land
reform has taken the wind out of
the Naxalites’ sails. While land
reform and partial introduction
of the Arbari system of forest
management have failed to res-
tore the tribal-forest relation-
ship in the forest regions of the
state, it may.be noted that the
denial of political space to a dis-
sident political ideology in a
democratic set-up often pro-
vokes defiance ‘and militancy.
Merely by branding the rebels as
rowdies under a political cover
out to destabilise a stable gov-
ernment may not be adequate to
alienate them from their consti-
tuency of support. Forcible
stifling of the voice of protest is
as potent a cause for rebellion
as the exploitative agrarian
system.



Naxalite groups pull out of peace talks

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JAN 17. The CPI
(Maoist) and Janashakti, two
main naxalite groups in Andhra
Pradesh, today announced
their decision to withdraw from
the three-month-old peace
talks initiated by the State
Government.

A joint statement issued by
leaders of the two outfits said
the decision was in protest
against the intensified combing
operations by ‘Greyhounds,’
the elite force of the police, and
the “encounter killings taking
place on a daily basis.” De-
nouncing the Rajasekhara Red-
dy Government’s policies as
“anti-people,” they gave a call
to the people to “wage a war to
establish a new democratic
society.”

The strongly-worded state-
ment came barely two hours af-
ter a Cabinet meeting resolved
to go in for the second round of
talks with naxalite leaders and
initiate other conciliatory mea-

sures such as slowing down the.
combing operations and asking;
the police to observe restraint.”

The statement was signed by
the CPI (Maoist) State Commit-
tee secretary, Ramakrishna, the
North Telangana Special Zonal
Committee secretary, Jampan-
na, the Andhra-Orissa Border
Special Zonal Committee secre-
tary, Sudhakar, the Janashakti
State secretary, Amar, and se-
nior leader, Riyaz.

Four of these leaders had
participated in the first round

of peace talks held here from |
October 15 to 18. They said .

the Govern-
invitation for

they accepted
_ment’'s formal

talks to find a solution to the
problems facing the State such

as restoration of democratic -

rights, land distribution, the
World Bank’s diktats and a sep-
arate Telangana. “But the Gov-
ernment did not conduct itself
with responsibility during the
talks.”

These developments, they
said, proved that the ruling
classes would not resolve peo-
ple’s issues through talks. They
accused the Government of try-
ing to suppress the naxalite
parties in the name of negotia-
tions.

Minister’s plea

Within hours of the announ-
cement, the Andhra Pradesh
Home Minister, K. Jana Reddy,
appealed to the naxalites to re-
consider their decision since
the Government remained
committed to continuing the
peace talks. Talking to report-
ers, he urged them to view the
recent encounters as “unfortu-
nate incidents.”

He assured them that there
would not be combing oper-
ations nor any repression. As-
serting that the police had been

™ el

Hp -

instructed to avo d excesses, he
said the Maoists should also
see that there was no loss of life
or destruction of property.
They should also desist from
carrying weapons while visiting
villages.

The Minister said he would
consult political leaders and
mediators in the talks to create
a congenial atmosphere for
holding the next round. As this
process would take a fortnight,
he asked both sides to observe

1.8 JAN 2005

restramt

There was some respite from
violence on Monday after three
consecutive days of encounter
killings and reprisals by naxa-
lites resulting in the death of 10
persons, including nine extre-
mists and a sarpanch. Maoists
burnt a bus and destroyed two
liquor shops in Guntur district.
A bandh called by the Janash-
akti evoked partial response in
various districts, except the
agency areas of Warangal.
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Joint STF

s for nine

/ IM]/ éf

Naxahte-hlt states

Statesman News Serwce

NEW DELHI, Jan. 16, —
In a bid to undertake more
coordinated operations
against Naxalites, the gov-
ernment is exploring the
possibility of setting up
joint special task forces
(STFs) in nine Naxalite-hit
states.

The proposal was placed
at the sccond meeting of
the Special Task Force, he-
aded by the Union home
ministry’s special secretary
(internal security), Mr
Anil Chowdhry. The STF
was set up to counter the
growing problem of Naxa-
lite violence. “Constitution
of joint STFs among the
Naxalite-hit states will go a
long way in overcoming
the problem of state boun-
daries coming in the way of
coordinated anti-Naxalite
operations,” said a senior
home ministry official.

The valuable experience
of the joint task force of
Tamil Nadu and Karnata-
ka police in operations
launched to neutralise no-
torious criminal Veerap-
pan was shared with the
participants at the meeting
and useful tactical lessons

}irawn from it, the official
said.

The home ministry has
decided to step up its as-
sistance to the states in ef-
fectively meeting the chal-
lenge posed to internal se-
curity by Naxalites. These
include increasing deploy-
ment of Central police
forces and arranging spe-
cialised training in guerril-
la and jungle warfare at fa-
cilities of such forces.

The government would
also provide — better
technological support for
improving defensive and
offensive armoury of state
police forces, their com-
munication network, and
funds for security-related
items.

Besides senior officers
from the Intelligence Bu-
reau, the Union home
ministry and the CRPF,
the meeting was attended
by nodal officers for anti-
Naxalite operations in
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, = Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.
During the four-hour de-
liberations, the situation in
these states was taken
stock of. In-depth analysis

THE STATESMAN

File photograph of a Naxalite rafly.
of emerging trends on this
front in each of the states
was made and suitable
strategy to deal with the

situation on all fronts
chalked out.

It was observed that al-
though there was a slight
decline in incidents of
Naxalite violence in 2004
as compared to the previ-
ous year, the increase in
attacks on police by Naxa-
lite groups, particularly by
laying landmines, was arn
area of concern.

The increasing trend o
Naxalite violence in Bihar
Jharkhand, Chhattisgari
and Maharashtra was alsc

taken note of. //
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“Andhra red alert

over Naxalites |
Six CPI(Maoists) shot dead

Ashok Das \b&(\\'
Hyderabad, January 15

THE MUCH-HYPED peace
talks involving Naxalites and
‘the government in Andhra
Pradesh - the outcome of
which the entire country was
eagerly waiting for — is dead.

The ceasefire over, the po-
lice have renewed its offen-
sive against the extremists by
killing as many as seven Nax-
alites in the past 48 hours,
even as Naxalites killed two
people, including a Congress
leader and a police constable.

While the Naxalites have
vowed to kill ‘a hundred per-
sons’ for every Naxalite kill-
ed, the police sounded a red
alert all over the state on Sat-
urday, expecting a huge back
lash. The police have advised
ministers, MLAs, MPs and
other public representatives
not to travel to Naxalite-dom-
inated areas and strengthen
their security.

Meanwhile, six CPI(Mao-
ist) Naxalites were killed in
an exchange of fire with the
police in two places today.
The police were fired upon at
two places — near Chintala
village in Prakasam district
and at Bukkalingayapalli in
Mahboobnagar district —
‘and, in retgliatory fire by the
police, three Naxalites were
killed at each place.

Earlier, on Friday night,
Naxalites belonging to the
CPI-Marxist-Leninist (Jan-
ashakti group) shot dead the

THE Hipyy STAN Tiveg

Congress sarpanch (village
head) of Ruedrangi village, in
Chandurthi mandal of Kari-
mnagar district. Some armed
Naxalites barged into the
house of Ganga Raj Lingaiah
and forcibly took him to the
village outskirts. Later, they
pumped three bullets, killing
him on the spot.

The Janashakti Naxalites
have claimed that the Con-
gress sarpanch was Killed in
retaliation to the killing of
their comrade in a “fake enc-
ounter” by the police in War-
angal district a few days ago.
They warned they would kill
100 people for every Naxalite
killed in fake encounters and
said they would target Cong-
ress leaders with landmines.

Alleging the government
had conspired to scuttle the
second round of talks and,
thus, given the green light to
the police for conduct comb-
ing operations and indulging
in killings, the Janashakti
representatives demanded a
judicial inquiry into the re-
cent encounters. They also
wanted the government to
suspend the combing opera-
tions and resume the talks.

Chief Minister YSR Reddy,
on the other hand, has ac-
cused the Naxalites of foul-
ing up the peaceful atmos-
phere by indulging in violent
activities. He cited the killing
of a TDP worker in Mahbub-
nagar, a BJP cadre in Guntur,
ablast in Visakhapatnam dis-
frict as instances.
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By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JAN.15. Six Maoists
were shot dead in two alleged
encounters with the police in
Mahbubnagar and Prakasam
districts of Andhra Pradesh to-
day. ALY '\ A

The incidents\ escalated ten-
sion in the naxalite-affected dis-
tricts forcing the political leaders
to flee the villages even as the
police sounded ared alert. Elect-
ed representatives, including
Ministers, have been advised
not to venture into violence-
prone areas and to take precau-
tions for their safety.

Police stations in vulnerable
areas have been fortified . The
Superintendent of Police of Ka-
rimnagar, Rajeev Ratan, sought
permission to intensify the
combing operations.

These incidents come close
on the heels of the gunning
down of a Congress sarpanch,
Ganga Rajaiah of Rudrangi vil-
lage in Karimnagar district, late
on Friday night. He was killed in
retaliation to the “encounter
death” earlier in the day of Nar-
simhulu, Janashakti dalam com-
mander, by the police in Avunur
village of Mustabad mandal, al-
so in Karimnagar.

The Andhra Pradesh Chlef
Minister, Dr. Y. S. Rajasekhara
Reddy, today expressed the Gov-
ernment’s resolve to continue
talks with the Maoists and the Ja-
nashakti. However, he made it
clear that naxalities would not
be allowed to carry weapons.

The CPI(Maoist) secretary,
Ramakrishna, expressed serious
reservations over the continua-
tion of the talks. In a statement,
he accused the police of creating
obstacles by resorting to “fake
encounters.”

Immediately after the en-
counters, Dr. Reddy went into
consultations separately with

Six Maoists killed in Andhra Pradesh

the Home Minister, Jana Reddy,
the Director-General of Police,
Swaranjit Sen, the APCC presi-
dent, K. Keshava Rao, and the
members of the Ceasefire Mon-
itoring Committee. He urged the
Committee to prevail upon the
naxalites to lay down arms.

The encounters climaxed a
fortnight of intermittent vio-
lence involving killings by naxa-
lites as well as the police. Since
the New Year began, three en-
counters have taken place in
Warangal, Prakasam and Guntur
districts. The Maoists shot dead
a home guard and a BJP worker
in reprisal in Guntur district.

e W
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“Bihar govt rules
out talks with
groups\/

Naxal

Patna

=~ \\ & JANUARY. S&

KING tough after the
| nger blast that killed
the superintendent of po-
lice and six others, Bihar govern-
ment on Thursday ruled out talks
with Naxalites and said it would
set up a special cell to deal with
the menace, “The blast
targeting the police-
men has forced us to
rethink how to tackle
the Naxalite menace.
The present atmos-
phere isnot conducive
for holding talks with
the Naxalites,” chief
secretary K. A H. Sub-
ramanian told re-
porters here.

Police launched an
intensive combing op-
eration on Thursday
and recovered 10land-
mines from the explo-
sion site in Munger
where CPI(Maoist) ul-
tras detonated a land-
mine by a remote con-
trol on Wednesday rip-
ping apart the police
vehide which was car-
rying SPK.C. Surendra
Babu and six others on
their way back froman
operation against the outlawed
Naxalites near Gangta (Bhim-
bandh) in Munger.

Mr Subramanian said the ex-
plosion was a retaliatory action
by the CPI(Maoist) as it had been
banned by the government from
holding its rally here on Decem-
ber 9. In view of the ultra Left
menace in the state, the govern-
ment was now considering set-
ting up a special Naxal cell in the
police headquarters. “We have

The Economic Time:

an IG at present who supervises |
operations against Naxalites. But
we will soon have a full-fledged
Naxal cell to effectively check ex-
tremist violence,” he said. Special
measures were being taken to
ensure fair, free and peaceful poll
inthe Naxal-hit areas in the state,
which is scheduled to go to the
hustings in February.

The combing operation, which
began in full swing on Thursday,
was being supervised by Bihar di-
rector general of police Narain
Mishra, IG (Bhagalpur) N.C.
Dhondiyal and DIG Rajesh Chan-
dra. One company each of BSF
and the CRPF have been de-
ployed. Police said the Naxalites
took away two SLRs, one carbine,
two pistols, two revolvers and
several rounds of ammunition af-
ter the blast. —PTI

—_—— e

BN 200



