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DA on Wednesday de-
cided to move an ad-
journment motion in

the Lok Sabha on Thursday
condernning the alleged receipt
of money by the Congress from
CIA, KGB and from the Iragi oil
deals demanding registration of
the CBI case on the basis of the
Volcker report.

The BJP-led alliance also de-
cided to press for the resigna-
tion of Natwar Singh as Union
minister aad Sonia Gandhi as
chairperson of National Advi-

A
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sary Council and block smooth
transaction of business in both
Houses if the motion was not
accepted, BJP parliamentary
party spokesman Vijay Kumar
Malhotra told reporters after a
meeting of senior NDA leaders,
chaired by former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

“We will demand an ad-
journment motion condemn-
ing the sale of the country by
the Congress party-as substanti-
ated by the Moynihan repor,
the Mitrokhin archives and the
Volcker committee report,” fe |
pointed out after the 30- -minute |
long meeting. — PTI1
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NDA heads
for majority

N\ 1 l\

Smaller parties lose, Nitish gains

HA
DECIDES

SANJAY Kumar, RAJEEVA
Karandikar and YOGENDRA Yadav
New Delhi, November 19

IN FRANCE they call it a ‘runoff’
election. If no candidate secures a
majority of votes in the first round
of voting, another election iakes
place after a week between the top
two contenders. This Assembly
election in Bihar looks like a runoff
to the polls held in February. All the
clutter and messiness of the Febru-
ary outcome is gone. Parties have
come together in neat coalitions.
Voters have moved towards the big-
ger players. Caste groups have
polarised.

And, yes, like a runoff election,
there is a clear winner. The first two
rounds of the HT-IBN Bihar Poll
conducted by CSDS had reported
that the NDA had established a
clear lead of three per cent points
over the RJD-Congress combine. A
post-poll survey in the third phase
and an exit poll on Saturday, the last
day of polling, confirms this trend.
The long Diwali-Chhat-ld break
does not seem to have improved
Lalu Yadav's fortune. If anything,
the NDA has increased its lead to
five points.

Lalu stayed where he was, every-
one else shed votes and Nitish Ku-
mar mopped it all up. The NDA has
increased its vote share by a whop-
ping 10 per cent points since Febru-
ary. Most of the gains have come at
the expense of small parties and In-
dependents who have droppeqd sev-
en points. LJP has lost two and the
RJD alliance has lost one point.

These innocuous percentages are
likely to translate into a political
earthquake in Bihar. The NDA is
expected to get a clear majority
with at least 130 seats, well above
the magic figure of 122. Of course,
we could be in error. But the error
is likely to be in the direction of
even more seats for the NDA. When
the EVMs are opened on Tuesday
morning, we could be looking at a
stronger pro-NDA wave,

It looks like curtains for the 15
years of Lalu-Rabri government in
Bihar. Our best case scenario puts
RJID and ifs allies at 80 seats. Ramvi-
las Paswan may not have lost many

, s
Nitish Kumar (left) and Lalu Yadav

HT-IBN POLL

conducted by CSDS

A decisive verdict for the NDA
Party
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votes, but the defegtion has hit him
hard and his tallyis likely to be re-
duced to just about 10. Other parties
and smaller players are likely to be
reduced to less than 20, down from
30 last time.

Agencies add: The fourth and fi-
nal phase of polling held in 41 con-
stituencies of the state was peace-
ful, with an estimated 45 to 50 per
cent of the electorate turning out
ta cast their votes.

In Danapur on the outskirts of
Patna, a group of people burst two
powerful crackers at a polling sta-
tion to intimidate voters but polling
remained unaffected. The three pre-
vious rounds of polling, too, were by
and large peaceful. Saturday’s exit
polls , which predict a clear edge for
the NDA combine, were a departure
from earlier projections which pre-
dicted a hung House.

Related report on Page 2

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Ttensified after the NDA

asked President, APJ Abdul
Kalam to hold Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, responsible
for the constitutional mess.

A delegation of the NDA,
which called on Dr Kalam for
ramming in the alliance’s political .
point that there was a massive
subversion of the Constitution
under the sponsorship of Mr
Singh, said his continuation was
a threat to constitutionalism.

“We have been constrained to
bring to your notice the facts of
case and the governor of Bihar
and the Union government are
guilty of violation of constitution-
al norms. We, therefore, urge
you to recall the governor and
advise the Prime Minister to ten-
der his resignation owning re-
sponsibility for this fraud on the
Constitution,” a memorandum

political confrontation
over Bihar on Thursday in-

for Bihar bungle

2

WE Are THE S1AR PaRivAR: Opposition leader LK

Advani answers the

media in New Delhi on Thursday. — PT!

ing that Bihar was witnessing
horse trading of the worst kind.
“The Centre could not pro-
duce a shred of evidence in sup-
port of this assertion of the Prime
Minister. He and his government
are guilty of recommending to
you the dissolution of the Assem-
bly, on the basis of an advice
which was based on irrelevant

submittedothe President during: »apd non-existentconsiderations:,
‘the cougse of the angeting saidi . .- Theaneeting of the Union:Gahix

« -The-delegation;s atte
equally .on driving home .the
point that there was no constitu-
tional ground for recommending
the dissolution of the House.

The delegation said Dr Singh
had misled the country by alleg-

prevent Nitish Kumar from stak-
ing claim on the morning of May
23.Theissue of serious concern is
that a government headed by a
Prime Minister which misleads
the country and misleads the

President has no moral authority
to continue in office,” the
memorandum said.
The NDA petition also made it
a point to tell Dr Kalam that
Buta Singh “manufactured
proof” for backing his claim of
breakdown of constitution. It
backed this argument by placing
before the President an EC order
. dizgeting the state.gavernment
~ 40 put on held allappointments

mpt,was, , net was convened atmidnight tp:, o, agéncigs such. as the Bibar

Public Service Commiission,
state minority commission,
backward classes commission,
15-point programme imple-
mentation committee and thic
Bihar State Nagrik Parishad.
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NDA seeks Buta ouster,

steps quns

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 3 OCTOBER ﬁ

# T HENDA on Monday stepped up its attack on

- Bihar governor Buta Singh seeking his recall

, for his alleged attempts to influence the elec-

,thral processin lhe state. A delegation of NDA lead-

*ers, induding its chief ministerial candidate Nitish
Kumarand BJP general setretary Arun Jaitley, met
the Election Comuission, and sought its interven-
tion in neutralising the governor’s role. As part
of its eust-Buta camypaign, the JD(U)-BJP combine
is absy likely 1o take their battle 1o President APJ
Abdu Kalam shortly.

“Itis common knowledge Bihar does not have an
elected guvernment presently. The governoris be-
Ing seen as nursing a strong bias in favour of certain

-political parties and there is strong evidence of these
parties providing a surrogate administration in the
state,” noted the memorandum submitted by the
NDA delegation, “It is very important the cominis-
wiviesovee r dhetdistrict admithisivation thorbaghly
and gop! um—s{hulemonson]fy through 1mpamal
and non-partisan officials, “itadded. -
“ The governoris not confining himself to the role
demarcated by the Constitution and is playing an
“active political role in the state,” Nitish Kumar said

j.iu P
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IMAGE BReaxer: NDA leaders after a meetmg with the
Election Commissioner in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

later while reiterating the “partisan” charge against
Mr Singh. With justa fortnight before the first phase
of Assembly elections, the NDA has decided to go all
out to capitalise on the governor’s image.

With allegations of widespread corruption
swirling around him, Opposition leaders feel

“this has’ béen dented beyond repair, The NDA

has decided' to-hammer home¢ the perceived

‘tesenthiienf @gmong the people over the manner

in which the Assembly was dissolved in May this |
year to prevent Nitish Kumar from occupying the |
chief minister’s chair. |
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~ NDA spht on
Dalit resef‘\z tion

New Delhi: Differ-
ences between two ma-
jor NDA constituents
— BJP and JDU) —
surfaced on Wednes-
day over the issue of
reservations for the
Dalits converted to Is-
lam and Chris-
tianity. Partic-
ipating in a
discussion in
the Lok Sabha
on Chief Jus-
tice R C Laho-
tia’s remarks
on the govern-
ment move to enact a
new legislation to pro-
tect reservations in the
private professional in-
stitutions, JD(U) leader
Nitish Kumar sug-
gested that the govern-
ment bring a bill to en-
sure reservations for
the Dalit converts. He
argued that the caste

Wt

stigma did not end
with conversion. The
Dalit converts need
reservations as well, he
said. Known for its
stand against conver-
sion of Dalits, the BJP
members shouted that
religion
could not be
the basis of
reservations.
The treasury
benches
were amused
by the rift be-
tween two
major NDA allies slat-
ed to fight the Bihar
elections together.
Some RJD members,
were quick to point out
that the JD(U) leader
had raised the demand
to woo Dalits keeping
an eye on the coming
assembly elections in
the state. ww P
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NDA to raise IMDT Act in Parliament

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Opposition Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) will raise a number of is-
sues during the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament, to begin from
Monday, including an adjourn-
ment motion on “the Govern-
ment’s failure” to implement the
Supreme Court order scrapping
the lllegal Migrants Determina-
tion by Tribunal (IMDT) Act.

At ameeting of the NDA, pres-
ided over by the former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, it
was decided to demand discus-
sion on several issues relating to
internal security such as the mil-
itant attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir, the attack on the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya, the at-
tempts to revive militancy in
Punjab and the heightened
threat from naxalite violence in
the country.

Price rise to be discussed

Briefing reporters here on
Sunday, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MP and spokesper-
son, Sushma Swaraj, said the
NDA also seek a discussion on
how hurriedly the decision was
taken by the Centre to dissolve
the Bihar Assembly. She said
that the price rise in essential
commodities and the proposal to
bring foreign direct investment
(FDD) in retail trade would be
two other crucial issues raised.
She said the BJP was opposed to
FDI in retail trade as it would
destroy local business.

She said that a censure mo-
tion on Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s statement in Oxford
during his recent visit tothe UK.
would also be brought. “We
would also like to have a full
length discussion on the Prime
Minister’s U.S. visit,” she said.

The NDA would also raise the
Hurriyat Conference leaders’
visit to Pakistan-occupied Kash-
nir and how they were allowed
to proceed fo Pakistan without
passports.” The Government
stand eh agriculture in the com-

e ——

THINKING STRATEGY: National Democratic Alliance leaders (from left) Jaswant Singh, George Fernandes, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
L.K. Advani and others at a meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. - PHOTO: PTI

ing World Trade Organisation
meet in Hong Kong would also
be discussed.

She said the NDA members
would take recourse to adjourn-
ment motion, short duration
discussion and call-attention
motion to raise the issues.

Representatives of the Shiv
Sena, which has differences with
the BJP on the issue of the Lead-
er of Opposition in Maharashtra,
and the Trinamool Congre

b ;\NC o

which reportedly has reserva-
tions on the IMDT issue, did not
attend the hour-long meeting.
Ms. Swaraj said that the Shiv Se-
na representatives were busy
with meetings in Mumbai.

“Lackadaisical approach”

Easlier, NDA convener Ge-
opge Fernandes said the Opposi-
lon alliance “will not tolerate
any effort to dilute the Supreme
Court decision which would help

in stopping the illegitimate in-
trusion into the country’s
North-Eastern states.”

He charged the Government
with adopting a “lackadaisical
approach” towards the Maoist
threat only for political advan-
tage and for allowing it to sur-
vive and expand to the west
coast of India. The NDA would
put up a fight against the propos-
al to allow multinationals in re-
tail trade and raise the issue of

disinvestment of BHEL, he said.

He described Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s statement in
the U.K. in praise of the British
Raj as an “insult to martyrs.” Mr.
Fernandes said the Opposition
would seek an explanation and
also raise questions on hisrecent
U.S. visit.

Gas pipeline project
The confusion over the India-
Iran gas pipeline, the lack of any

job guarantee scheme even one
year after the UPA’s promlse

terrorism and the rising prices of
consumer items would be the
other issues the NDA would seek
to raise in Parliament, Mr. Fer-
nandes said.

The issue of ‘fatwas’ and the
plight of Muslim women and the
demand for tabling the Nanavati
Commission report on the 1984
anti-Sikh riots would also fea-
ture on the NDA agenda.



NDA focus on issues

of public concern
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Government may get different treatment from Left

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: The monsoon session
of Parliament opens here on
Mbonday with the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance-led Opposition
promising to take up issues of
public concern during the five-
week sitting in which the Gov-
ernment plans to introduce im-
portant Bills,

The Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment can expect a different
kind of treatment from support-
ing Left parties, which have al-
ready expressed dissatisfaction
over the recent developments in
key areas of defence and foreign
policy.

The Left parties, at a meeting
on Sunday, decided to demand a
structured discussion on the
larger implication of foreign pol-
icy and defence cooperation
framework agreement signed re-
cently between India and the
United States.

Signalling the end of its bud-
get session strategy of boycot-
ting Parliament, the Opposition
promised to use tools such as
censure motion against the
Prime Minister on his Oxford
University address and adjourn-
ment motion, and press for dis-
cussion on issues, including the
Ayodhya terrorist strike, to
mount attack on the Govern-

13

ment. Since the session is pri-
marily devoted to legislative
business, the Government pro-
poses to introduce important
Bills for consideration and pas-
sage. These include the much-
awaited social security measure
in the National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Bill, the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Bill and
the Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Council Bill for the restoration
of the Upper House.

The Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Bill to prevent witnesses
from turning hostile and a Bill to
increase the wage ceiling to Rs.
6,500 per month are among the
other Bills in the pipeline. Yet,
there is no word about the Gov-
ernment’s move on the Wom-
en’s Reservation Bill except
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad remark here
on Sunday that an all-party meet
could be organised on the issue.

The Left parties had last week
demanded that the Bill be in-
troduced in the monsoon ses-
sion in its original form. Women
organisations too have been
pressuring the Government on
the subject. The UPA Govern-
ment had asked Home Minister
Shivraj Patil to evolve a consen-
sus on the Bill.

In an attempt to ensure a

smooth session, Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
held a series of meetings with
leaders of various political par-
ties culminating in an all-party
meeting on Sunday. At the meet-
ing, the BJP complained about
the Government’s tendency to
reduce the duration of the ses-
sion. It found support in the
Communist Party of India,
which had raised the issue ahead
of the winter session.

Refuting the criticism, Mr.
Azad said the monsoon sessions
during the previous NDA regime
comprised between 19 to 22 sit-
tings unlike the 23 sittings
scheduled this time. Of the 138
hours, about 80 were marked for
Government business.

Mr. Chatterjee told the lead-
ers that he planned to earmark
30 minutes after question hour
as zero hour so that members
could raise matters of national
and international importance.

The Speaker’s office said that
special mentions used by mem-
bers to highlight constituency-
related problems would be shift-
ed towards the end. The leaders
agreed. In addition, the Speaker
had sought their assistance to
nominate members to the Par-
liamentary Forum on Water
Conservation and Management. |
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HE NDA on Saturday in-

I tensified its offensive aga-

inst the UPA, governor
Buta Singh and RID president
Lalu Prasad Yadav, staging state-
wide demonstrations and blam-
ing them for dissolving the Bihar
Assembly.

“We have decided to wage a
relentless struggle forjustice. Our
leaders have already approached
the judiciary and petitioned Pres-
ident APY Abdul Kalam against
the dissolution of the House
which is a murder of democracy,
illegal and unconstitutional,”
NDA chief ministerial candidate
Nitish Kumar said addressing the
‘Mahiadhama’ organised by NDA

a\/

at the historic Maidan in Patria.
“If the judiciary fails to ddliver
justice and the President mgin-
tains silence over the dissolution
(of the House), the people’s court
is the ultimate forum from where
we are sure to get justice,” he said
expressing confidence that NDA
together with the bloc, compris-
ing rebel LJP members of the dis-
solved House and independents
would get absolute majority.
Hundreds of NDA activists led
by Mr Kumar, BJP general sec-
retary Arun Jaitley, state presi-
dent Sushil Kumar Modi, be-
sides former Union ministers
Sharad Yadav, CP Thakur, Ravis-
hankar Prasad and several
members of the dissolved
House, staged demonstration to
coincide with the 30th anniver-

sary of the Emergency.

They shouted anti-UPA gov-
ernment and anti-governor slo-
gans and charged Lalu Prasad
with having exerted “undue pres-
sure” on Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and Union home min-
ister Shivraj Patil to get the Bihar
Assembly dissolved to prevent
the NDA from coming to power.

Launching a scathing attack
on the UPA government at the
Centre, Mr Jaitley said the As-
sembly was dissolved, despite the
fact that “{Mr) Kumar had the
support of 135 MLAs in the 243-
member house, 13 more than
the magic figure of 122 required
to form a government.”

He also questioned the hurry
in which an emergency meeting
of the Union Cabinet was called

26 JUNI® e Econumic 1imes

stages fresh attack on Centre

on May 22 to recommend disso-
lution of the House and alleged
that Congress-RJD-Paswan com-
bine was “responsible” for the
dissolution. Mr Kumar said the
NDA leaders would launch
“Nyaya (justice} Yatra” on July
11 from Champaran to mobilise
people’s support against the dis-
solution of the Assembly.

Describing President’s rule in
Bihar as an “extension of the
RJID regime,” he said people will
not forgive Lalu Prasad and
Congress for thrusting yet an-
other election on the state.

Mr Kumar held the UPA gov-
ernment and RID “responsible”
for the “ills” facing Bihar and
said NDA would strive for build-
ing a new and forward-looking
Bihar. —PTI



NDA pummels govt on
Sonia, Lalu and guvs

Demands Dishanding Of National Advisory Council

New Delhi: Dubbing the UPA's first
year in office as a “year of non-per-
formance and misgovernance”, the
opposition NDA on Tuesday sought
to put the ruling coalition on the
mat on all fronts, charging it with
devaluing the Prime Minister’s of-
fice and demanding disbanding of
the National Advisory Council
(NAC) headed by Sonia Gandhi.

In its 28-page report card, re-
leased by former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the op-
position also took to task the
Congress-led government for
“criminalisation of governance,
misuse of governors, gagging
the voice of the opposition and
discriminatory treatment
against non-Cong, non-UPA
state governments”.

Alleging that the NAC’s real
purpose was not to tender ad-
vice to the government, the
NDA said it is a “thinly dis-
guised arrangement for some-
one who the world had been told
had ‘sacrificed power’ fo exer-
cise enormous power in the UPA
government”.

Several NDA leaders includ-
ing L. K Advani, George Fernan-
des and Nitish Kumar addressed the
press conference where the report
card, titled ‘A year of non-perform-
ance and misgovernance’, was re-
leased.

Describing the NAC as a “strange
creature” as such a committee had
been created for the first time since
Independence, the NDA demanded
that it be either disbanded or its
chairperson be made accountable to
Parliament.

UPA government has done more
damage to the democratic institi-

29 MAY 2805

. isfgr-wields in this governmer
“Within one yeay'of its rule; the

tions, norms and standards of our
polity than any other government in
Independent India’s history, barring
the Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi in 1975, the NDA said.
Alleging that Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh was not in com-
mand of his own government, the
NDA report card said “the Prime
Mmlster of India is not the CEO of

i i R
India Inc, stripped of political pow-
er that are exercised by some other
person”. It claimed Singh’s lack on
control was apparent in his “total
failure” to rein in railway minister
Lalu Prasad.

Listing the “misdeeds and mus-
cleflexing” of Prasad, including his
recent attack on the Election Com-
mission, the NDA said “all this is
proof of the power the railwa m;?h
a weak Prime Minister remaining a
silent spectator in every sordid
episode”.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

It charged the Congress-led coali-
tion with “systematic assault” on
the opposition. “From day one after
coming to power, this government,
under direct orders of Gandhi, de-
cided to destroy the institution of
opposition in Parliament.”

The NDA also tore into the Left,
describing it as the “second extra
constitutional centre of power” in
the government.

Taking a dig at the Left, it said
the bloc claimed to be a party to
the CMP but supported the gov-
ernment only from the outside.
It had, therefore, no responsibil-
ity or accountability for the acts
of omission and commission of
the UPA government.

In his turn, Advani wondered
what he could call a government
in which the principal party and
its principal ally were at logger-
heads on economic policy. He
said while the Prime Minister
says his government would get
six out of 10 marks for its per-
formance in the first year, the
Left says the marks should be
zero out of 10.

On criminalisation of gover-
nance, the report card said for
the first time in the history of Indi-
an democracy, persons with well-
known criminal records had be-
come ministers. These ministers
face charges as serious as murder,
rape, dacoity and extortion in vari-
ous courts of law

The opposition alliance also
charged the UPA with treating the
institution of governors in a cava-
lier way. “The actions of the gover-

: &’s of Goa, Jharkhand and Bihar

e shovnrthat their idealogy is to
carry out the political diktat of the
Congress president,” it alleged. ev



NDA acid rain on Singh & Sonia

b

L.K. Advani gestures while answering questions during the release of the booklet on the UPA’s «
(Right) Prime Minister Manmohan Singh smiles at a meeting with Project Tiger directors in

misgovernance” in New Delhi.
Ranthambore. (AFP and PTD

Swipe at ‘puppet’ and sacrifice

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 24: Manmo-
han Singh was dubbed a “pup-
pet”, as someone who was “not
the leader of his own party,
who is not in command of his
own government, who has to
report to his boss” and a “we-
ak Prime Minister” who rema-
ined a “silent spectator in ev-
ery sordid episode” involving
his government.

In its “report card” on one
year of the UPA government,
the thrust of the BJP-led Opp-
osition was to prove India was
governed by a “proxy dynastic
rule” and the Prime Minister’s
Office has been “denigrated
and devaluated”.

The report, released to the
press this morning, was titled
“A year of Non-Performance
and Misgovernance: National
Democratic Alliance exposes
UPA government’s record of

< MAY 2005

unkept promises, infighting
and vendetta”.

In his opening remarks,
NDA convener George Ferna-
ndes said: “This is a governm-
ent run by a particular khan-
daan. When there is one fami-
ly at the helm of the rule, cor-
ruption will grow because the
whole idea is to line this fami-
ly’s nest and throw democratic
principles to the wind.”

The “report card” was sup-
posed to have been made pub-
lic yesterday but Bihar upset
the NDA’s plans. While its ne-
ws conference on Monday was
entirely on Bihar, even today
the obsession with the Assem-
bly dissolution and a second
election showed in the leaders’
submissions.

Fernandes used his time to
rubbish Bihar governor Buta
Singh, who he called “jhoota
(liar) Singh”, and defend his
own position in the defence de-
als which the CBI is probing.

The document — 28 pages
in English and 36 in Hindi —
pilloried Sonia Gandhi’s rejec-
tion of the Prime Minister’s
post and tried to show how she
wielded the “real reins of pow-
er” as chairperson of the Nati-
onal Advisory Council (NAC).

“People have not forgotten
the soap opera of 18 May, 2004,
when Smt Gandhi declined to
become the Prime Minister —
heeding her mysterious ‘inner
voice’,” it said.

The report maintained th-
at the “assault” on the institu-
tions of democracy — a leit-
motif running through the
“report card” — began on that
day when the “Great Renunci-
ator” anointed Singh as the
Prime Minister instead of al-
lowing the Congress Parliam-
entary Party to elect its leader
even as a “mere formality”.

The NDA’s articulation on
the UPA policies and decisions
was as rhetorical. The issues
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on which the “report card”
was specific were the Centre’s
“failure” to evolve a policy on
Naxalism, dragging its feet on
power reforms, “ineptness” in
dealing with problems on the
India-Bangladesh border and
the “unprecedented flip-flop”
on Nepal.

It said the “tyag murti” (ep-
itome of sacrifice) mask fell
off Sonia’s face when she crea-
ted a “strange creature” called
the UPA with herself as the
chairperson.

““... the real purpose of the
NAC is not to tender advice to
the government; rather it is th-
inly disguised arrangement
for someone who the world
had been told had ‘sacrificed
power’, to exercise enormous
power in the UPA govern-
ment,” it noted.

The examples cited in the
“report card” of the Prime
Minister’s “weakness” were:
B The creation of a diarchy by

which Sonia would look after
the “politics” of the governm-
ent as the NAC chairperson
and Singh its “administrat-
ion”. This system, it said, had
no constitutional sanctity.
“The PM of India is not the
CEO of India Inc, stripped of
political powers that are exer-
cised by some other person,” it
noted.
B The projection of the NAC
chairperson in official ads and
the omission of Singh. “No
wonder the people of India re-
cognise Manmohan Singh as
the weakest PM our country
has ever had. No wonder he re-
mains largely invisible,” it
said.
B Singh’s “total failure” to
rein in Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Asked if he agreed with Si-
ngh’s rating of 6/10 for the go-
vernment, BJP chief LK. Ad-
vani said: “He is a gentleman,
a good person but he is a weak
PM and not a successfuil one.”

Beginner’s
brush with
Lady of
the Lake

Ranthambore, May 24:
Weak, as L.K. Advani claims?
Not in tiger territory.

The Prime Minister’s cav-
alcade today ventured up to
five feet of Lady of the Lake,
one the tigresses in the Ran-
thambore national park. Not
bad for a first-timer.

The disappearance of La-
dy’s fellow cats from other
parks had brought Manmo-
han Singh on an overnight
stock-taking tour to Rantha-
mbore.

After a 20-minute drive
into the national park, the ve-
hicle carrying the VVIPs ca-
me across the tigress. With
the Prime Minister today
was his wife Gursharan
Kaur.

Both were apparently
happy to have “luckily” spot-
ted the animal, officials
said. Singh later said this was
the first time he had seen a
tiger under such circum-
stances.

The Prime Minister, who
spent about an hour at the
national park on a “learning
mission”, also met forest offi-
cials who explained their
problems, particularly re-
garding their efforts to keep
people away from the re-
serve.

Singh spent around 20
minutes with them.

Yesterday, during discus-
sions with wildlife officials
and experts, Singh had
said “all is not well” with the
way the national parks are
being managed. “Disappear-
ance of tigers is a matter of
national concern,” Singh
said.

The Prime Minister today
described the situation as
“problematic”.

He stressed that more ef-
fective means were needed to
tackle the problem. The fu-
ture of the big cat was in
“our hands and if we do not
act, we will be doing irre-
trievable damage”, Singh
said.

The Prime Minister said
he heard the problems and
suggestions on his interac-
tions with forest officials and
assured them that “sincere
action” would be taken after
the task force set up by him
presents its report in two
months.

WRITTEN WITH
AGENCY REPORTS
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: In a series of reports
tabled in Parliament on Friday,
the Comptroller and Auditor-
General of India criticised sever-
al decisions taken by the erst-
while National Democratic
Alliance Government.

The CAG questioned the Vaj-
payee Government’s handling of
the sale of the Centaur Hotels,
the slow pace of acquiring de-
fence equipment even after put-
ting in place a “fast track
procedure,” the sale of the secu-
rity press at Nasik (which led to
the Telgi scandal), the “India
Shining” campaign and the ap-
pointment of “Ambassador Ag-
nihotri.” The various reports
add up to a serious indictment of
the Vajpayee regime.

In the case of the Centaur Ho-
tels, “repeated extensions and
relaxations were allowed to the
bidder of Juhu Centaur to facil-
itate the sale.” The Disinvest-
ment Ministry departed from its
own assumptions and proce-
dures to facilitate the sale to “the
sole bidder.”

In another report, the CAG in-

NDA re
decision
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CAG picks holes in the sale
of Centaur Hotels
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dicted the External Affairs Min-
istry for incurring an “avoidable
expenditure” of Rs. 15.95 crores
on the post of “Ambassador-at-
large”. The post was created to
accommodate and grant an am-
bassadorial status to Bhishma
Agnihotri, a known Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh partisan.

Cataloguing the delays in the
purchase of de-mining equip-
ment, the CAG noted that the
Army was forced to manually re-
cover most of the mines laid dur-
ing Operation Parakram. This
resulted in the death of 60 sol-
diers and loss of limbs to 100
more.

The Vajpayee Government
came in for questioning on the
expenditure on the “India Shin-
ing” campaign undertaken on
the eve of the last Lok Sabha
elections. The CAG also ques-
tioned the procedures adopted
in selling the security press at
Nasik, reviving the controversy
about the origin of the Telgi
scam.

The Comptroller and Auditor-
General also listed many other
instances of indifference to es-
tablished fiscal procedures.

Ready to face probe: Shourie

NEW DELHI: The former Disinvest-
ment Minister, Arun Shourie, on
Friday said he was ready to face
| any inquiry that the Prime Min-
| ister or Finance Minister may
deem fit with regard to the sale
of two Centaur hotels in Mum-
bai.
[ “Even though the Comptroll-
| er and Auditor General has tak-
en a view contrary to the view of
the Government on technicality
and procedure, I reiterate my of-
fer to face any inquiry that the
Prime Minister or Finance Min-
ister may deem fit,” he said.
Stating that the CAG report

07 May 2085

strained at technicalities, the se-
nior Bharatiya Janata Party
leader declined to take any query
on whether he or the NDA Gov-
ernment’s privatisation policies
were being targeted politically.

He said CAG report had two
kinds of comments — one set
dealing with some technical is-
sues and the second set “be-
tray[ed] an attempt” to paste a
colour on the work that was
done. — PTI

More reports on Page 12
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NEW DELHI, May 4. — The NDA,
led by the BJF, today decided not to
attend the rest of the Budget session
of Parliament in protest against the
“undemocratic and intemperate atti-
tude” of the UPA government
towards the Opposition and its disre-
gard to parliamentary norms.

The decision was taken at a meet-
ing of the NDA constituents this
morning chaired by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee. Mr George Fernandes,
Mr LK Advani and Mr Jaswant
Singh were among others present at
the meeting.

Mr Fernandes accused the UPA of
making use of the absence of the
Opposition from both Houses to
“humiliate” and “raise ridiculous
issues” against it with the objective

DA to continue Hou

Speaker Mr Somnath Chatterjee comes out
of Parliament on Wednesday, — PTI

of tarnishing its image. The NDA

leaders also took strong exception to

a statement by Dr Manmohan

Singh’s press adviser yesterday that

se boycott -

the PM would not appeal to the
Opposition to return to Parliament.
Mr Advani said the assertions
reminded him of the Emergency
days.

Taking note of the Speaker’s letter
to Mr Vajpayee, they maintained
that a similar letter shoild have
been sent to Dr Singh. Mr Jaswant
Singh said: “Dr Singh, during his
meeting with Mr Vajpayee, said that
he would call him and Mr Advani for
talks. But after what the PM’s press
adviser said it appeared that there
had been no change in the govern-
ment’s stand.”

The TDP is likely to join the boy-
cott. TDP leader Mr Yerran Naidu,
later said that the party’s boycott
was valid till today. He said the party
leaders would meet again on
Thursday to decide whether to con-
tinue the boycott or not.
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Phukan's travel”

Phukan also visited Ajanta and Ellora: Pranab \

Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI: The approval for pro-
viding an Indian Air Force (IAF)
service aircraft to the Justice
Phukan Commission for travel
to Pune, Mumbai and other plac-
es in December 2003 was grant-
ed by the then Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, Parliament
was told on Wednesday.

The Commission was looking
into defence deals reached dur-
ing the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) regime following
disclosures of corruption made
by a newsportal in its video-

fapes.
Apart from visiting Pune, Ah-
mednagar, Mumbai and the

Shirdi shrine, the Commission
members made a trip to the
Ajanta and Ellora caves on De-
cember 25, 2003, Defence Min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee told the
Rajya Sabha while replying to
queries seeking clarifications on
his statement about the visit.

“Since I received the informa-
tion about the visit to the Ajanta
and Ellora caves late, it could not
be included in my statement.”

. He did not say what was the
mode of transport.

In his statement the Minister
said: “Normally for visits of a
Commission, IAF aircraft are
not provided.” As for entitled
personages, when the journey
was not for defence purposes,
the cost would be recovered ac-
cording to scales prescribed
from time to time,he said sug-
gesting that the Commission
had committed a gross impro-
priety by asking for and using

TAF aircraft. Mr. Mukherjee said
he was informing the House af-
ter ascertaining the facts con-
tained in an article in a
newsweekly earlier this week
about the Commission’s visit to
Pune and other places. “Justice
K. Venkataswami, who headed
the Commission earlier, did not
find it necessary to visit any of
the places to inspect the defence
equipment,” the Minister said.
Justice Venkataswami quit in
November 2002 and Justice
Phukan was appointed in Janu-
ary 2003. On October 4 last, the
United Progressive Alliance
Government did not extend the
term of the Phukan Commission
and it had to wind up.

Sequence of events

Mr. Mukherjee said the Com-
mission’s Secretary on Decem-
ber 19, 2003 wrote to the
Defence Ministry saying the
Chairman had directed that
equipment bought in past de-
fence transactions and located at
various places be inspected at
Pune, Alimednaga:, DBangalore
and Mumbai from December 22,
2003. Mr. Fernandes approved
the provision of an IAF service
aircraft on December 22, 2003.

Justice S.N. Phukan was ac-
companied by his wife and eight
officers — Vijay Hansaria, senior
counsel; Yogesh Malhotra, Pra-
gyan Sharma, Rahul Bezbaruah,
S.K. Dasgupta, Secretary to the
Commission; J.P. Mehta, Suresh
Chander Chawla and S.L. Bun-
ker from the Defence Ministry.
None of them was a weapons ex-
pert. The Commission and its

™ 1y

|
entourage did not visit Banga-

lore. Mr. Mukherjee said in- i
structions on the use of VIP
aircraft were issued by the De- |
fence Ministry on January 6,
1981 and these remained un-
changed till now. Only the Presi-
dent, the Vice-President and the
Prime Minister were entitled to |
the use of the VIP aircraft. The ,
Ministers for Defence and '
Home, the Minister of State in |
the Defence Ministry, the three |
services chiefs, the Defence Sec- \‘
retary, other ministers of the |
Central Government, senior ser- ‘
vices and civilian officers who
were connected with the de-
fence organisation and the Cabi-
net Secretary were also entitled |
to the use of the VIP aircraft, if it |
was essential and an aircraft was
available. For them, the Defence
Minister’s written permission |
for the use of the VIP aircraft |
was mandatory, Mr. Mukherjee |
said. i
“Tt is expected that, except the ‘
President, the Vice-President !
and the Prime Minister, users
will make use of commercial air
services on official duty, when-
ever possible. The aircraft of the
VIP flight are to be used on offi-
cial duty only,” as per the guide-
lines. Mr. Mukherjee said there
was nothing on the files to sug-
gest whether the then Defence
Minister wanted the Commis-
sion to travel or the Commission
wanted to undertake the visit.

Phukan's reaction: Page 12
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RAILWAY MINISTER Lalu
Prasad Yadav has got all the
Opposition united against
himself. In what could be a re-
peat of its stand on the “taint-
ed” ministers issue last year,
the NDA decided on Tuesday
to boycott Parliament for the
next three days. Reason: To
show its ire on a host of issues
and demand the dismissal of
Lalu against whom charges
have been framed in a fodder-
scam case.

The NDAs demands for
Lalu’s dismissal and expung-
ing of his remarks on the “in-
volvement” of the Sangh Pari-
var in the attack on him in Gu-
jarat rocked both Houses of
Parliament on Tuesday. The
boycott decision was taken ata
meeting of the Opposition al-
liance chaired by A.B. Vajpay-
ee. Earlier, top NDA leaders
were upset with the govern-
ment as well as the “attitude”
of Lok Sabha Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee. The NDA’s de-
cision pre-empts Chatterjee’s
efforts to break the logjam in
the Lok Sabha through an all-
party meeting tomorrow.

Also on Tuesday, the
Supreme Court asked the
Centre to explain why it had
refrained from appealing
against the Income Tax Ap-
pellate Authority’s decision
to dismiss several cases
against Lalu. The Cenire’s
counsel, however, denied any
attempt to shield Lalu.
“There’s no cover-up job. 1
will revisit the case,” he said.
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Govt in U-turn,
says George will

Times News NETWORK %

New Delhi: Doing a somer-
sault, the Centre on Wednes-
day retracted from its earlier
affidavit, which was purport-
ed to have given a clean chit
to former defence minister
George Fernandes in the
Kargil purchases scam, and
told the apex court that it was
determined to
take action
against any offi-
cial or authority,
including  Fer-
nandes, if guilty.

Criticised by its
various con-
stituents, includ-
ing the RJD and
the Left, for “ab-
solving” Fernan-
des, the Congress-
led UPA govern-
ment amended its
stand, saying since the earlier
affidavit was said to be “eva-
sive”, attorney-general Milon
Banerjee had assured the court
that he would file a fresh one.

The crucial paragraph
filed in its March 10 affidavit
saying the modified proce-
dure adopted by the defence
ministry headed by Fernan-
des to facilitate purchases
during the Kargil conflict
and later in “no way violated
any of the financial rules” of
the Defence Procurement
Procedures stands deleted in
the fresh affidavit filed by the
defence ministry’s under sec-
retary R Chaturvedi.

Earlier, Chaturvedi’s col-
league M M Singh had filed
the affidavit in response to

14 APR 2005

& pay if guilty

gne apex court notice on a
IL filed K G Dhananjay
Chauhan Kumar seeking ac-
tion against those who were
responsible for the Rs 2,175-
crore Kargil scam. Reacting
to the new affidavit, Kumar’s
counsel D K Garg said, “It’s
an eyewash. Nothing is new
except that the government
has named Fernandes in this
affidavit.”

The second af-
fidavit says, “The
government is
committed to
taking strict ac-
® tion against offi-
iy cials or authori-
1 ties, including
the former de-
fence minister; if
it is found that
the excuse of
Kargil war was
taken to make
the purchases with a motive
of personal benefit in viola-
tion of rules and regula-
tions.” The government also
said of the 35 purchases, 20
were being referred to the
CBI for a detailed probe.

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) had found
irregularities in 35 deals af-
ter looking into 123 contracts.
The CAG report placed be-
fore parliament in 2001 said
the modified procurement
procedure had been used to
push through deals in the
name of Kargil long after the™
hostilities had ceased. The af-
fidavit said if the deals were
to be scrutinised in normal
circumstances, they would
not have been entered into.
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“Munda wins confidence vote

By Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

RANCHI, MARCH 15. The Arjun
Munda-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance Ministry demonstrat-
ed a majority in the Jharkhand
Assembly today amid pande-
monium on issues of procedure
and the election of the Speaker.
The majority was declared by
the Speaker, Inder Singh Namd-
hari, through a head count of
the legislators on the treasury
benches. This was promptly
contested by the Opposition.

After the head count, the
Speaker announced that the
procedure had established the
support of 40 legislators to the
motion of confidence in the
Ministry whereas there were on-
ly 37 MLAs of the Opposition
United Progressive Alliance in
the Assembly. The head count
was confined to the NDA mem-
bers as almost all the UPA MLAs
were in the well of the Assembly
raising slogans against the man-
ner in which the Speaker was
elected. Mr. Namdhari later told
journalists that he had arrived
at the number of UPA MLAs by
verifying the attendance
register.

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Namdhari further clarified the
trust vote procedure. According
to him the “trust vote has not
merely shown that the NDA is
superior to the UPA in numbers,
but has a clear majority.” Mr.
Namdhari’s contention is that,
along with him, the NDA has the
support of 41 MLAs in the 81-
member Assembly and has thus
crossed the half-way mark. The
Chief Minister, Mr. Arjun Mun-
da, told journalists that with the
nomination of an Anglo-Indian
member, the NDA’s support
would go up further in the
Assembly.

The UPA condemned the en-
tire process as “unconstitution-
al and undemocratic.” The
Opposition leaders, including
the unseated Deputy Chief Min-

\

Opposition contests the outcome, raises a storm

VICTORY AT LAST: Jharkhand Chief Minister Arjun Munda being congratulated by State

BJP leaders after he won the trust vote in Ranchi on Tuesday. — AP

ister, Stephen Marandi, and the
UPA’s Speaker candidate, An-
napoorna Devi, claimed that all
their 39 MLAs were present in
the Assembly, though one
member, Joba Manjhi, had
come in late. A UPA delegation
led by Mr. Marandi met the
Governor, Syed Sibtey Razi, lat-
er in the day seeking his inter-
vention to “re-establish

democratic systems in the con-
duct of the Assembly and cancel
the fraudulent trust vote ob-
tained by the Arjun Munda
Government.”

Unruly scenes

The conduct of the House on
Tuesday was as unruly as it was
on March 11, when the Shibu
Soren-led UPA Government —

which resigned later — was
scheduled to undergo a floor
test. But there was also one
striking difference in the pro-
ceedings. The Assembly had
failed to carry out its agenda be-
cause of repeated interruptions
on March 11, but on Tuesday it
went through its scheduled
tasks, one after another in less
than half an hour. The election
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of the Speaker as well as the
passage of the motion of confi-
dence were all completed in a
matter of 36 minutes, which in-
cluded an adjournment of 12
minutes.

The commotion in the As-
sembly started even as the pro
tem Speaker, Karia Munda, ini-
tiated the proceedings for the
election of Speaker. Mr. Maran-

di drew the pro tem Speaker’s
attention to two members —
Enos Ekka of the Jharkhand Par-
ty and Kamlesh Prasad of the
NCP — and argued that both
MLAs were under a whip from
their party leadership to oppose
the NDA. Mr. Prasad had not at-
tended the Assembly and had
not even taken his oath as MLA
as he was, self-professedly, un-
well and was hospitalised. Mr.
Ekka, who is already a Minister
in the Munda Government, was
sitting on the treasury benches
with NDA members. Mr. Ma-
randi claimed that the members
were violating their parties’
whip and hence had to be dis-
qualified as MLAs. He further
contended that the Speaker’s
election could take place only
after the fate of these two MLAs
was decided. The pro tem
Speaker stated that he had no
powers to decide on issues of
defection, as his role was only to
complete the swearing-in of
MLAs. The UPA members im-
medidtely started raising slo-
gans and rushed to the well of
the House. Amid this bedlam,
the pro tem Speaker took a
voice vote on the Speaker’s elec-
tion and declared that Mr.
Namdhari had been elected.

The UPA members became
more aggressive as Mr. Namd-
hari took the Speaker’s chair;
they overturned chairs and ta-
bles.

The new Speaker adjourned
the Assembly immediately after
assuming his chair. Resuming
after 12 minutes, Mr. Namdhari
took up the motion of confi-
dence even as the slogan shout-
ing of UPA MILAs rose to a
crescendo.

He took less than three min-
utes to put the motion to a voice
vote and then conduct a head
count. Immediately after the
announcement of the head
count, the Speaker adjourned
the House sine die.

Editorial: Page 10
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Munda takes oath, with famous five

s OUR BUREAU

Ranchi, March 12: Jhark-
hand witnessed the second
swearing-in ceremony in 10
days as Arjun Munda took
oath as chief minister from
governor Syed Sibtey Razi,
who had triggered a contro-
versy by asking Shibu Soren
to form the government on
March 2.

Munda was sworn in at the
Morabadi grounds along with
the five legislators whose sup-
port is crucial for the National
Democratic Alliance govern-
ment. Present at the ceremony
were BJP president L.K. Ad-
vani and NDA convener
George Fernandes.

The swearing-in came a
day after Soren was forced to
resign by the Centre to avert a
constitutional deadlock where
the Assembly was adjourned
without the floor test mandat-
ed by the Supreme Court.

In a curious turn of events
that showed that the drama is
not over yet, a notification is-
sued by the governor that was
read out prior to the swearing-
in also included the name of
Nationalist Congress Party
MLA Kamlesh Singh, who had
taken oath along with Soren in
the United Progressive Al-
liance ministry on March 2.

Singh got himself admit-
ted in the intensive care unit of
Apollo Hospital an hour be-
fore the Assembly session yes-
terday. But though his name
was read out today, Singh,
whose party is a partner inthe
Congress-led alliance, did not
turn up for the oath-taking.

Doctors attending on
Singh at the hospital in Irba
said Singh was still complain-
ing of chest pain. “We cannot
release him till we are satis-
fied of his recovery. However,
Singh is free to leave provided
he gives a personal undertak-
ing that would free us from all
obligations,” said a doctor
who did not wish to be named.

That Munda will have a
tough time juggling his min-
istry was evident when he

took aboard all the five MLAs
who are either Independents
or represent smaller parties.
Sudesh Mahto, Chandra
Prakash Choudhary (both
Ajsu), Independents Madhu
Koda and Harinarayan Rai
and the controversial Enos
Ekka of the Jharkhand Party
are crucial for the NDA's sur-
vival as the BJP and JD(U) to-
gether have 36 MLAs.

Given that the size of the
ministry cannot exceed 12, the
chief minister will have todo a
deft balancing act to ensure
that rumblings in the BJP and
JD(U) are minimised. Munda
will have five berths to pick
from when he decides to exp-
and his ministry. The chief mi-
nister said he would expand
his council after securing the
confidence of the House, whi-
ch he has to get by March 21.

Inone of its first decisions,
the government withdrew the
recommendation of a CBl in-
quiry against Sudesh Mahto.
Soren had ordered a CBI in-
quiry against Mahto in con-
nection with alleged “irregu-
larities” in the road construc-
tion department during his
tenure as the minister in the
previous NDA government.

Soon after Munda was
sworh in, pro tem (temporary)
Speaker Pradeep Kumar Bal-
muchu resigned from his post.
The cabinet, which met late in
the evening, nominated Khu-
nti MLA Karia Munda of the
BJP as the temporary Speaker.

The cabinet resolved that
nomination for the post of
Speaker would be invited to-
morrow. The election of the
Speaker would be held in
the pre-lunch session of the
Assembly on Monday while
the Munda government would
table a confidence motion
the same day in the second
half,

The new cabinet also de-
cided to strike down the UPA
nomination of R.S. Mazumdar
as the advocate-general and
that of Alfred George de Roz-
ario as the Anglo-Indian
membet.
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Arjun Munda with Jharkhand governor Syed Sibtey Razi in Ranchi on Saturday. Picture by Prashant Mitra

BJP balks, Left won’t let go

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, March 12: Un-
sure of allies’ response, the
BJP has developed cold feet on
pressing ahead with a no-con-
fidence motion against the
Speaker for an initiative to de-
marcate the powers of the ju-
diciary and the legislature.

But the Left is not keen on
sweeping the issue under the
carpet and is expected to push
for a debate in the House.

The BJP had yesterday
floated the no-trust proposal
against Somnath Chatterjee
for suggesting that a presiden-
tial reference be made to the
Supreme Court following its
ruling to advance the Jhark-
hand trial of strength.

However, BJP president
L.K. Advani said in Raipur the

issues against the Speaker and
the Jharkhand governor
“have ended” with the instal-
lation of an NDA government
in the state. “The issue of no-
confidence was only men-
tioned in the NDA meeting but
no decision was taken,” he
said.

“The NDA would meet
soon, but I am not aware what
will be the outcome. I think the
issue has ended,” the BJP
chief said.

The first hint of a rethink
came earlier in Delhi when
BJP leader Sushma Swaraj
said: “The circumstances have
changed but we will take a for-
mal decision at the NDA meet-
ing on Monday.”

NDA sources said the main
reason for the change of mind
was the fear that some of the
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allies are unlikely to back the
motion.

A source in the Janata Dal
(United) said some BJP allies,
like the Telugu Desam Party
and the Biju Janata Dal, would
not have supported the motion
as the Speaker was only advo-
cating the supremacy of the
legislature.

The three parties had also
refused to walk out of the all-
party meeting convened by the
Speaker on Thursday, leaving
the BJP red-faced.

The CPM wants a debate in
the House on the powers of the
judiciary and the legislature.

“We welcome the BJP’s
suggestion for a no-trust
vote.... We want a full-fledged
discussion on the larger issue
of separation of powers,” said
Nilotpal Basu, the CPM’s

leader in the Rajya Sabha.

He said the party would
force a discussion in and out-
side Parliament regardless of
what the BJP decides to do.
“We have to decide the rule
under which the debate can
take place,” Basu said.

CPM leader Prakash Karat
echoed Basu, saying: “We will
take up the issue of the
Supreme Court’s interven-
tion.”

Basu and Karat delinked
the debate from the Jhark-
hand turmoil. “It is a larger
issue not linked to the recent
Jharkhand episcde,” Karat
said.

Chatterjee has already
called an emetrgency meeting
of presiding officers of all
states and Union territories
on March 20. P



- NDA move

Statesman News Service ;
RN
NEW DELHI, March 11. + ‘The
NDA is planning to move a no-confi-
dence motion against the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr Somnath Chatterjee,
for seeking a presidential reference
against the Supreme Court ruling. It
is likely to take up the matter on
Monday. It has also sought time
from the President to apprise him of
the developments in Jharkhand.
The BIP is also considering moving
a contempt of court petition against
the Jharkhand government for not
holding the vote of confidence as
directed by the Supreme Court.
The issue of a no-confidence
motion against the Speaker was
raised by about half-a-dozen mem-

NEW DELHI, March 11. — Lok Sabha
Speaker Mr Somnath Chatterjee today
stuck to his suggestion that a presiden-
tial reference be made on the Supreme
Court order on Jharkhand Assembly
despite the government deciding against
such a move. “Irrespective of who thinks
what, { am not for retracting my
statement nor am | adding a sentence to
it,” he said. He made it amply clear that
his job was to protect the dignity of
Parliament and his conscience was clear
and he had done nothmg wrong*— PTI
bers during the NDA meeting today,
a senior leader said. However, no
decision was taken as the alliance
requires more time to bring about a
consensus on the issue.

e

against Speaker

Somnath sticks to stundz

It was generally agreed that the role
of the Centre, the UPA, the Governor
and the pro-tem Speaker has been
extremely disturbing. They were
accused of conspiring to ignore the
principle of majority rule inherent in
the Constitution. “The NDA believes
that both the legislature and the judi-
ciary are supreme in their own fields.
Both must serve the purpose and
goals enshrined in the Constitution,”
Mrs Sushma Swaraj said. |
Asserting that there was no “dis- |
sension or division” within the NDA |
over a presidential reference, Mrs
Swaraj said: “We are opposed to it.
We hope that the government will
use its wisdom and exercise rest-
raint. We don’t think they will do it,
but if they do, we will evolve a unan-
imous response.”

-
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NEW DELHI, March 9.
— The NDA today urged

the President, Dr APIJ
Abdul Kalam, to appoint
an observer to keep an eye
on the ‘trial of strength’ in
the Jharkhand Assembly
where the Supreme Court
has ordered floor test on
11 March.

An NDA delegation led
by its convener, Mr
George Fernandes, met
the President for about 15
minutes and requested
police protection for all
the MLAs till the process
of the vote of confidence
by the Sibu Soren govern-
ment is completed.

” The meeting, which was
actually a ‘follow-up meet-
ing’ after the NDA parad-
ed its MLAs before the
President on 3 March, was
first scheduled for 7
March, but later it was
rescheduled for 9 March
because of Dr Kalam’s
other engagements.

Asking President to
ensure “no coercive or
punitive action” against
Jharkhand legislators, the
NDA delegation said the
entire proceedings of the
vote of confidence should

"ﬂfsm%%

NDA goes to Kalam
“over Soren Vote

) L]

Cong not good in

'] L]
coalitions: Singh
BHOPAL, March 9. —
Conceding that Congress
was “not mature enough with
coalition politics”, party
general secretary Mr Digvijay
Singh today said single-party
rule at the Centre was not
assured in near future
because of the party's
“weakness”.— PTI

have uninterrupted video
recording.

Besides Mr Fernandes
the delegation included
senior BJP leaders, Mr
Jaswant  Singh, Mr
Rajnath  Singh, Mt
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and
Mr Ravi Shankar Prasad.

Later talking to media
people, the BIP welcomed
the SC directive. Terming
it a big slap on the
Congress and failure of
“Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s strat-
egy on Jharkhand”, the
BJP spokesman, Mr Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, accused
the Congress of trying to
distance Mrs Gandhi from
the entire controversy.
From Goa to Jharkhand,
whatever happened, it was
on the instructions of Mrs

* Gandhi, he added.
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- NDA tells Bihar governor
not to entertain RJD claim

Patna: Even as caretaker
chief minister Rabri Devi
appeared set to be re-elect-
ed as the leader of the RJD
legislative party, the NDA
on Tuesday asked Bihar
governor Buta Singh not ;§
to entertain any claim by § '
the RJD for forming the !
next government in the |
state,

An NDA delegation led
by BJP state president
Gopal Narayan Singh and -
his JD-U counterpart Vi-
jendra Yadav called on the
governor on Tuesday
morning and submitted a
letter requesting him to .

decline if the RJD staked L.
claim as “an overwhelm- ..
ing majority of MLAs are
dead against extending support to
Lalu Prasad’s party”, BJP vice pres-
ident Sushil Kumar Modi said.
Rubbishing the claim of RJD
president that his party should be
invited first for government forma-
tion as it had emerged as the single
largest party, Modi said the NDA
delegation urged the governor to
consult it before taking any deci-
sion on the issue.

“We have also requested the gov-
ernor that the NDA with 92 MLAs,
besides assured support of 10 inde-
pendents is the obvious choice to be
invited by him to form the govern-
ment first and prove the majority in
the state assembly,” he said.

He said Ram Vilas Paswan’s LJP
with 29 MLAs, the Samajwadi Party,
the Bahujan Samaj Party and sever-
al independents were also averse to

" g,

Ny

. formation of an RJD-led
government. The Sama-
jwadi Party told the gover-
. nor that it would not sup-
- portthe RJD or the NDA in
© the formation of a new
“ government in Bihar.

i Meanwhile, close on the
: heels of the RJD claiming
| that it has the required
i humbers to form the new
| government of secular
¢ parties in Bihar, Union
; Minister and party leader
i P C Gupta held a meeting
! with Congress president
Sonia gandhi on Tuesday.

Ram Vilas Paswan also
met Gandhi on Tuesday
and told her that a new
government could be
formed in Bihar taking
the help of JD(U) and anti-RJD and
anti-BJP parties or President’s rule
could be imposed if it did not mate-
rialise.

Declining to reveal Gandhi’s re-
sponse to his suggestions, Paswan
said that he sought to impress upon
the Congress president that her par-
ty should not extend support to the
RJD in government formation as the
“mandate is against the RJD”’. agencies

02 WA s



N DA, Cop
Jhﬂhdnd race

RANCHI, Feb. 28i "zhe
NDA and the Congrss-led
alliance today stepped up
their efforts to have a shot
at power in Jharkhand,
where polls resulted in a
hung Assembly, by meeting
the Governor and staking
claim to form government.

Governor Syed Sibtey
Razi asked both sides to
come back to him after el-
ecting their legislature pa-
rty leaders and with a list
of MLAs backing them.

The BJP MLAs prompt-
ly elected chief minister Mr
Arjun Munda as their
leader amid murmurs of
protest by supporters of
former chief minister Mr
Babulal Marandi. Mr
Munda informed Governor
Syed Sibtey Razi about his
re-election as BJP’s legisla-
ture party leader tonight
and staked his claim to
form the government.

The NDA was the first
to call on the Governor
with a delegation. The
UPA followed a few hours

later with the RID also
joining in. While none of
the JMM leaders was pre-
sent, the UPA was, howev-
er, armed with two letters
bearing signatures of Mr
Sibu Soren. AICC general
secretary Mr Harikesh Ba-
hadur said the Governor
has given the UPA time till
Wednesday. '

Speculation is rife about
the next moves of the 12
Independents. While three
Left legislators (two from
Forward Bloc and one
from CPI-ML) and the
lone NCP legislator will not
support the NDA, the legis-
lators targeted by the NDA
include two from the AJSU
and BJP rebel Mr Madhu
Koda who is sure to give his
support to the BJP.

JMM rebel Mr Stephen
Marandi has emerged as a
dark horse and is likely to
return to his parent party
as he had stated time and
again that he would not
join the NDA. The UDGP
winners, Mrs Joba Manjhi
and Mr Bandhu Tirkey,
are also likely to play
important roles,

BJP leaders, led by Mr Rajnath Singh, and JD-U Ieader MrInd ' r
Singh Namdhari in Ranchi on Monday. — PT! /)
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Advani admits riots blot

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Feb. 26: For the
first time, BJP president L.K.
Advani today admitted that
the post-Godhra riots were
a “black spot” in the NDA’s
copybook when it ruled at
the Centre.

The former deputy Prime
Minister, however, added that
they did not have an impact on
the NDA in the last parliamen-
tary elections.

Addressing reporters after
delivering the keynote address
at a conclave organised by a
weekly newsmagazine, the
BJP president said: “The
events in Gujarat were a black
spot for us in the sense that
during the six-year rule of
the Vajpayee government,
the communal situation had
been good.”

However, he defended
Narendra Modi, saying there
is a mismatch between the
“reality” of his government
and the “image that has
been created in the last few
years”. Advani added that the
Gujarat chief minister and
the BJP would ensure that the
state emerges in a “different
light”.

He stressed that the gov-
ernment has acquitted itself

A

Advani at the conclave. (PTI)

politically and economically.
“The government is honest
and corruption-free, which
even the rivals agree upon,”
he said, adding that the state
is a popular destination for
investors.

Muslims, too, are better off
in Gujarat than in other states,
the BJP leader said, as the per
capita income of the commu-
nity is higher there.

After Modi was cleared by
Advani, Jawaharlal Nehru
came in for unexpected praise.
While the BJP has
had a good word for most
leaders involved in the Inde-
pendence struggle, the party

had reservations about Nehru
and the “dynastic rule” he
allegedly perpetuated. Howev-
er, today Advani praised
the first Prime Minister as a
“true believer in democracy”
who has “erected strong edi-
fices of democratic institu-
tions that continue to serve us
even today”.

Manmohan Singh, too, got
a pat on his back. Speaking
about the economic resur-
gence of India in the 1990s,
Advani said: “For effecting
this radical, reform-oriented
change in the direction and
content of economic policy, 1
have no hesitation in giving
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credit to our present Prime
Minister who was the finance
minister then.”

Singing paeans to econom-
ic reforms, Advani said:
“When we look at the
strengths of India’s economy
today, it is self-evident that
these could be acquired only
because we took a fundamen-
tally different path in the be-
ginning of the 1990s. It was a
path that turned away from
the one that the Avadhi resolu-
tion (of 1955) had dictated for
the previous four decades.”

He stressed that the NDA's
defeat in the last Lok Sabha
elections was not a reflection
on the -economic policies
pursued by the Vajpayee gov-
ernment.

“Just because our perform-
ance in the economic field did
not yield a renewed electoral
mandate, it is tempting to con-
clude that reform-oriented
economics is bad politics. That
would not only be incorrect
but highly injurious to India’s
development in the future.
If winning elections by hook
or by crook were to become the
sole criterion of good politics,
those who have ruled Bihar
for the past 15 years would
qualify as its best practition-
ers,” Advani said.
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NDA cries foul

over PM's\
ANe

|etter to Sonia

Agencies
New Delhi, February 26

A LETTER written by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has become the cen-
tre of a controversy. Singh
had written a letter to the
UPA chairperson about the
forthcoming Union budget.
The letter replies to specif-
ic concerns raised by Sonia
about the budget and makes
certain commitments. These
include the setting up of ana-
tional rural health mission,
an urban renewal mission
and a Rs 2450-crore road
package for the North-East.
The National Democratic
Alliance says it amounts to
leaking the budget and is a
breach of privilege. The
Prime Minister, however,
maintains there is nothing
improper about it and no
rules have been broken.
“What is breach of privi-
lege? These are all discus-
sions within the government
system outlining the govern-
ment’s thinking without re-
vealing anything substantial.
I think no impropriety has
been committed”, said Singh.
But a combative Opposi-
tion, which has already boy-
cotted the rail budget, is now
set to disrupt parliamentary
proceedings on Monday, be-
fore the finance minister ma-
kes his budget speech. They
say they will seek a privilege
tion against the PM and
demand an explanation.

VY.

27 FEB 2009
THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



X
To move aaj ourn

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 25 (\M\
T\

THE NDA will boycott the pres-
entation of the Railway budget by
Lalu Prasad Yadav in the Lok
Sabha on Saturday. The BJP-led
Opposition, however, said NDA
members would take part in the
discussions on the budget.

A meeting of NDA leaders held
at the residence of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
also decided to move an adjourn-
ment motion on the dismissal of
the Mohan Parrikar government
in Goa.

Soon after the meeting, BJP’s
deputy leader in the Lok Sabha
VK. Malhotra, who was flanked
by NDA convener George Fernan-
des, said the Opposition had
heard out Yadav’s statement in
Parliament on the Punjab rail
mishap as an -“exception, as
many people had died in it”.

Malhotra said the Supreme
Court had left the tainted minis-
ters issue to Parliament to decide
upon. “Till such time as Pariia-
ment decides, we don’t accept
them as ministers”, he said,
adding that the NDA also wanted
to register its protest against the
“illegal and immoral” constitu-
tion of the U.C. Banerjee Com-
mittee to probe the Godhra fire
tragedy by the Railway minister.

Mathotra said, “We’ll continue
to boycott all major statements
by tainted ministers and won’t
ask them questions till the time
the issue (tainted ministers) is
not discussed and decided by
Parliament as observed by the
Supreme Court”. He said the
BJP and its allies would “vocif-
erously demand that the Nana-
vati Commission report on the

THE H’DUSTA N

1984 anti-Sikh riots be placed
along with the Godhra report”.
Describing as “colourless,
tasteless and odourless” the Pres-
ident’s Address to Parliament,
the BJP spokesperson said it gave
no “direction” and spoke only of
committees, commissions and an-

TIVES

niversary celebrations.

Those who took part in the
NDA included Ananth Geethe
(Shiv Sena), Nitish Kumar and
Sharad Yadav (JD-U), Braj
Kishore Tripathy (BJD) and S.S.
Dhindsa (Shiromani Akali Dal).
The meeting was also attended by

200
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NDA to boycott Lalu’s budget

ent motion on the dismissal of Parrikar govt

AFP
Lalu Prasad Yadav holds the Railway budget file during a Press conference at Rail Bhawan in New Delhi on Friday.

Yerran Naidu of the TDP (which
is not an NDA member ) “from
the viewpoint of floor coordina-
tion”, Malhotra said.

Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee could not at-
tend the meeting as ghe was said
to be unwell. / y



Centre orchestrated Parrikar
o\ govt’s ouster: NDA G\‘?@ﬁ

New Delhi: Bringing the dismissal of the BJP
government in Goa to the forefront of its cam-
paign against the UPA government, the opposi-
tion NDA on Tuesday hit the streets accusing the
Centre of “orchestrating” the ouster and indi-
cated that it will stall proceedings in the coming
budget session of Parliament on the issue.

Kick-starting its nation-wide agitation against
the dismissal of the Manohar Parikkar govern-
ment, NDA staged a day-long sit-in here demand-
ing its reinstatement and recall of governor S C
Jamir.

Lashing out at the
Congress, BJP presi-
dent L. K Advani said, ™
“The question is not
about the dismissal of
the Goa government. It
is about the Congress’
attitude towards democ-
racy”.

“Whenever Congress
feels that it is losing its
primacy, it tramples
democracy and Con-
gress never believes in
democracy and this agi-
tation is to save the pow-
er of democracy,” he
said.

Asserting that the
governor has set a “dangerous precedent,” Ad-
vani said, “Our constitutional fathers have never
imagined that Article 164, which says a particu-
lar state government can remain in power only
when the governor has full pleasure in it, would
be used in this manner”.

He claimed the direction to dismiss the gov-
ernment was given in advance, even before the
trial of strength on the floor of the House.

Addressing the gathering, BJP general secre-
tary Sushma Swaraj said normal functioning of

BJP president L K Advani (left), Sushma Swaraj
and JD {U) leader George Fernandes protesting
the dismissal of the Parrikar government

Parliament during the budget session would not ]
be possible in the given situation. :

“In a situation like this, when democracy has
been murdered, the Parliament may not be able
to function normally,” Swaraj said, adding the
fight was not against the governor, but against
the Congress-led UPA government.

Parikkar, who was also present, alleged that he
was a victim of a conspiracy hatched by the Con-
gress. “Goa was the leading state in the country
in terms of development and figures by the RBI
and the planning commission are proof to that”.

“Since the UPA gov-
ernment came to power,
they started attempts to
dethrone my govern-
ment. First they re-
moved the governor and
then sent a person, who
himself has six defec-
t tion cases against him,
1 with a single target to
destabilise the govern-
ment,” he charged.

He said the chaotic
scenes witnessed in the
assembly was pre-
planned and accused the
Congress of master-
minding it.

Criticising Jamir’s ac-
tion, he said “The governor has no right to give
any ruling on the speaker’s decision to disquali- ,
fy any member...He was partisan and had made -
up his mind that the government has lost major- |
ity much earlier”.

In a show of strength, all top BJP leaders, in-
cluding chief ministers of Gujarat, Chattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, NDA convenor George Fernan-
des, leaders from Shiromani Akali Dal, Tri-
namool Congress and Biju Janata Dal attended
the day-long sit-in. /1




Atal warns over Goa

HT Corrrespondent
New Delhi, February 8 q

WHAT HAPPENED in GLa
was not an ordinary inci-
dent, but an indication of
future events, said former
Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee on Tuesday as he cau-
tioned all political parties -
including those in the UPA
government to be wary of
the Congress.

Addressing a day-long
BJP demonstration to
protest against the axing of
the Parrikar government in
Goa even after a trust vote,
Vajpayee said, “Events,

such as the dismissal of an

elected government at mid-
night, do warn us. After
Goa, which government
will face the axe is difficult
to say”.

He said, “I would like like
to ask members of the rul-
ing coalition, doesn’t this
ring alarm bells for you?”

In a show of strength, all
top BJP leaders, including
the chief ministers of Gu-
jarat, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh, NDA con-
vener George Fernandes,
leaders from the Shiromani
Akali Dal, Trinamool Con-
gress and Biju-Janata Dal
attended the daylong sit-in
at the capital’s Jantar Man-
tar.

Calling it a “shameless
act”, Vajpayee said the gov-
ernor’s action in Goa had
taken place with the Cen-
ire’s approval and its in-
stance. “There was no rea-
son for the Goa governor to
interfere at midnight. His
action has put democracy in
danger”.

Fernandes said the UPA
government was “moving
towards emergency”. Every
NDA chief minister he
spoke to expressed fear of
dismissal of their govern-
ment. “Even before assum-
ing power, they’d started
planning for unseating gov-
ernments not finding
favour with them”.

BJP chief LK. Advani

T~

said, “The question isn’t
about the dismissal of Goa
government. It’s about the
Congress’s attitude towards
democracy. Whenever the
Congress feels that it’s los-
ing its primacy, it tramples
democracy. The Congress
never believes in democra-
cy and this agitation is to
save the power of democra-
Cyﬂ

Asserting that the gover-
nor set a “dangerous prece-
dent”, Advani said, “Our
constitutional fathers have
hever imagined that Article
164, which says a particular
state government can re-
main in power only when
the governor has full pleas-
ure in it, would be used in
this manner”,

Manohar Parikkar said
he was a victim of a con-
spiracy hatched by the Con-
gress. “Goa was the leading
state in the country in
terms of development and
figures by the RBI and the
Planning Commission are
proof to that.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

PT)
BJP chief L.K. Advani with former Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee at a meeting protesting against
the dismissal of the Parikkar government in Goa in New Delhi on Tuesday.
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Govt sets up

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

HE Cabinet today

decided to set up

a National Invest-

ment Fund—a
corpus made of proceeds
from disinvestment of PSUs,
a promise it made in the
Common Mini-
mum Pro-
gramme—but put
_off the issue of dis-
investment of
Marutiand BHEL.

Announcing

the government’s
decision, Finance

%@a fund for'
'PSU money

B - - |Proceeds will go into
corpus for social sector, sick PSUs;
Maruti, BHEL decisions put off

few weeks,” Chidambaram
said after the meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs. Chidambaram
said the issue of disinvest-
ment in BHEL was also on
the agenda “but could not be
taken up as the discussion on
formation of the National In-
vestment Fund took a lot of
time.”

He said that
when in Opposi-
% tion the Congress
‘¥ and the Left par-
‘# ties had criticised
the NDA gover-
ment for using the
proceeds from dis-

Minister P Chi-
dambaram said that pro-
ceeds from all disinvestment
after April 1, 2005 would go
into the corpus which would
be managed by public sector
fund managers. Returns on
these funds would the be
used in the social sector—
for education, health and
employment generation—
and as capital outlays for the
revival of ailing PSUs.

With the new fund, the
government has also bought
time—from the screaming
Left—before its next an-
nouncement for disinvest-
ment. “What’s the hurry, it
will be taken up in the next

" investment  of
PSUs for current expendi-
ture. “These are capital re-
ceipts and should not be used
for revenue expenditure,”
Chdambaram explained.

Earlier this week, the
government had decided to
sell 10 per cent equity in
BHEL and 7.5 per cent
shares in Maruti Udyog Ltd
in the next fiscal to raise
close to Rs 2,500 crore. In
fact, on last Tuesday, Minis-
ter for Heavy Industries
Santosh Mohan Deb had
met the Finance Minister to
discuss the modalities of the
disinvestment in BHEL and
MUL and its timing.

IND,



SES TAKE GUARD
Tharakan to

“A’“\\ take over as

asNSA 3* RAWhead

Dalip Singh
NEW DELH! 25 JANUARY

& MEN ON MOVE: BOS
Narayanan
replaces

~ptr Political Bureau | -
, %k

' NEW DELHI 25 JANUARY 4 5

THE government on Tuesday
moved in to end speculation
about M.K. Narayanan being the
stop-gap national security advisor
(NSA) by formally ancinting him
on the post. The formal appoint-
ment of Mr Narayanan, who was
made the officiating NSA after the
demise of J.N. Dixit on January 3,
signals the prime ministerial deci-
sion to-make his office a nodal
point for the management of for-
eign policy issues. External affairs
minister Natwar Singh did not
share a good rapport with the for-
mer NSA and this had led toa turf
war in the government.

A section of the media had, in
fact,inthe past few days unleashed
a sustained campaign to press for
the dismantling of the post and
handing over its functions to the
external affairs ministry. The argu-
ments dished out in support of this
campaign was that the NSA invari-
ably ran into conflict with the
MEA, and that the concept itself
was alien to the kind of democracy
practised in India. Examples of the
conflict between external affairs
minister in the Vajpayee govern-
ment and the NSA, Brajesh
Mishra, and between Natwar
Singh and J.N. Dixit during the
Manmohan Singh regime were
cited to buttress thisargument. The
way out, the “anti-NSA” camp
suggested, was to take steps to end
this institutionalised conflict by
abolishing the post.

Arguments were also made
against the practice of empower-
ing the NSA with the right to
oversee the functioning of RAW,
India’s external intelligence wing.
The practice of the RAW chief re-
porting to anyone other than the
Prime Minister was frowned
upon. The British model, in
which the country’s external es-
pionage arm, the SIS (MI6) was
part of the foreign office, was held
out as another case for doing
away with the post of NSA.

By appointing Mr Narayanan
as a full-fledged NSA, the Prime
Minister has made it clear that he
did not exactly share this view.

KERALA DGP Hormis Tharakan
will take over as the new Re-
search and Analysis Wing (RAW)
chief from C.D. Sahay after the
latter retires on January 31. Mr
Tharakan will be the second
“outsider” to head the country’s
external spying agency.

The UPA government on
Tuesday took the formal decision
after Mr Tharakan became the
unanimous choice among the fi-
nal three shortlisted contenders.
Other than Mr Tharakan, RAW
special secretary Amber Senand
Tamil Nadu DGP LK. Govind’s
name figured in the list.

It is learnt that RAW secretary
C.D. Sahay, national security ad-
visor M.K. Narayanan and Intel-
ligence Bureau director AXK.
Doval rooted for the 1968-batch
Kerala cadre IPS officer.

Mr Tharakan, who will have
less than six months of tenure,
will be in Delhiion Wednesday to
have a meeting with the top brass
in the government.

Mr Tharakan is also expected
totighten structural loose endsin
the RAW.

A.S. Dullat, who was the first
“outsider” tobecome RAW secre-
tary, has submitted a report on
cadre restructuring in the exter-
nal spy agency.

A highly decorated police offi-
cer, Mr Tharakan had a long stint
in RAW before reverting to his
parent cadre more than three
years back.

His last posting in RAW was in
the Kathmandu embassy during
the IC-814 hijacking. He was
awarded the President’s Police
Medal, for his exemplary work.

Mr Tharakan was also sent to
Sri Lanka for the damage control
exercise after the withdrawal of
the Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) from Colombo. He had
also served in Rome. With his el-
evation, the debate in the media
on the insider against the out-
sider has come to an end. RAW
officials were apprehensive of an
outsider taking over the reigns of
the organisation. 44/
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KHEN I read the
report of the Nati-
onal Intelligence
Council of CIA,

‘Mapping the global future’,
which has assessed the rise of
China and India as major global
powers by year 2020, my mind
went back 34 years to 1970 and
" the conversation I had with Dr
Vikram Sarabhai who had just
then released the ten-year nu-
clear profile, the space depart-
ment’s plan and the science and
technology plan. When he asked
me what would be the interna-
tional alignment in the 21st cen-
“tury, I had said that the US,
USSR, China and India would be

:| the major actors. He disagreed.

‘He said that in the 21st century,
knowledge would be power and
China and India with their large
populations, and civilisational
traditions, becoming knowledge-
based societies would overtake
the US and USSR. The present
US intelligence assessment would
have us believe that the visionary
in Vikram Sarabhai could antici-
pate the CLA assessment by more
than three decades. - -

Prime minister Manmohan
Singh appears to be yet another
visionary who believes in knowl-
edge empowering India. In his
speech at the CII partnership
summit at Kolkata he announced
his intention to set up a Knowl-
edge Commission to strengthen
our capacity and capability build-
ing so that we are better prepared
for the challenge of the 21st cen-
tury. He added that building a
knowledge economy and a kno-
wledge society was the only way
in which we can meet the chal-
lenges of globalisation. The CIA
report also deals with meeting
the challenges of 21st century and
of globalisation.

Although the NDA govern-
ment did not phrase it that way, its
resolution of April 1999, implies
that to meet the challenges of the
21st century and to tackle the
problems of national security, a
National Security Council (NSC)
was needed for initiating inte-
grated thinking and coordinated
application of the political, mili-

Knowi

It's a good thing the PM
is serious about building
knowledge institutions

g K. SUBRAHMANYAM

tary, diplomatic, scientific and tec-
hnological resources of the state
to protect and promote national
security goals and objectives. Al-
though Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Brajesh Mishra did not interpret
it to mean so, this would amount
to application of a knowledge-
based approach to national secu-
rity. Such an approach involves
assessment of the long term future
and likely future developments in
various areas listed earlier and in-
tegrated and coordinated think-
ing to deal with these problems.
As against this, the current deci-
sion-making approach is prece-
dent based and reactive and often
restricted to dealing with prob-
lems in specific areas limited to
the jurisdiction of the ministry.
While the US CIA is assessing the

one the CIA has produced to be
generated with reference to this
country’s needs. Prime minister
Manmohan Singh recognised in
his Kolkata speech the need for
such “knowledge institutions” in
advancing and speeding up In-
dia’s economic development and
manufacturing competitiveness.
National security manage-
ment involves India having to act
in the world arena and conse-
quently matching its wits with
other competing major powers.
The present state of appreciation
for knowledge-based decision
making in India’s national secu-
rity establishment is illustrated by
the report on establishing a Na-
tional Defence University, al-
ready cleared with the chiefs-of-
staff, that is gathering dust in a

The UPA government’s NSC should aim at
developing a knowledge-based national
security needed to meet the challenges of
globalisation in the 21st century

future of various major nations,
including India and China, in this
country the main assessment
agency, the Joint Intelligence
Committee, became part of the
NSC secretariat and lost its au-
tonomy for assessment.

The ministries are manned by
generalists who can attend to
day-to-day problems. They do
not have either the time or capa-
bility to develop long term knowl-
edge-based assessments and
long-term policies to meet future
challenges. Such long term policy
making necessitates senior cabi-
net ministers, who make policy,
having to be educated to be in a
position to direct future-oriented
thinking. That in turn requires
long-term assessments like the

INDIAN EXPRrc

ministerial shelf for over three
years. The CIAs National Intelli-
gence Council report has listed,
after detailed analysis, factors of
relative certainties and key un-
certainties from which US strate-
gic policies are to be derived. If
India were to benefit from this
analysis and be prepared to deal
with the US there is at present no
institution to prepare papers on
the subject and bring them to the
notice of the ministers.

The CIA analysis refers to the
impact of the aging of popula-
tions in the industrial world, its
strategic consequences in terms
of migration patterns, energy de-
mands, growing power of non-
state actors, political Islam as a
force, the unlikelihood of great
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ng global power

power conflicts escalating, US
still retaining ifs status as the
most powerful nation and several
others. Each one of them has rel-
evance for long-term Indian na-
tional security policy-making,
But there are no institutions ava-
ilable for knowledge generation
and knowledge sharing. The role
of the National Security Council
(NSC), as envisaged in the reso-
lution of April 16, 1999, was to fill
this void. The Pant Committee
report on setting up the National
Security Council had this concept
as its basis but not the NDA
prime minister and NSA. Nor,
would it appear, the NSA of the
UPA government. In these cir-
cumstances, Manmohan Singh
has no precedent to go by. The
idea of NSC will fit in better with
his ideas of building up a knowl-
edge economy and knowledge
society than the ideas tried out
during V.P. Singh’s or Vajpayee’s
time. His NSC should aim at de-
veloping a knowledge-based na-
tional security needed to meet
the challenges of globalisation in
the 21st century.

If this approach is adopted
there will be no clashes between
day-to-day policy-making, which
is the responsibility of the min-
istries and long-term knowledge-
based assessments, and policy re-
sponses which will have to be
focused on by the NSC. The Na-
tional Security Advisor will have
to be a knowledge-friendly per-
son. Such a NSC should generate
thinking out of the box which is
beyond the capacity of the min-
istries. As a knowledge generat-
ing and sharing body, the NSC
has to be a deliberative body.
That is not the role of CCNS
which gives its decisions within
the framework of alternatives
formulated by the ministry. The
two functions of NSC and CCNS
cannot be mixed up. Whether the
rise of China or India would oc-
cur smoothly is an issue which is
listed to be considered seriously
by US policy-makers. Do we
want to devote attention to such
issues? That is the challenge be-
fore us and that is what the NSC
debate is about.

i



restructured:

Manmohan . ,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), JAN. 16. The Govern-
ment is exploring the possibility
of restructuring the public sec-
tor oil companies to bring in a
greater degree of professional-
ism and make them globally
competitive, the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, said
here today.

He said the oil company
managers needed to take quick
decisions and use the available
opportunities on the demand
and supply side. China, he said,
was ahead of India in planning
in the field of energy and the
latter could no longer be
complacent.

‘Focus on technology’

Emphasising that the focus
needed to be on technology,
the Prime Minister said the new
winners would be firms which
had a grip on the emerging new
technologies. This offered an
opportunity for Indian firms to
jumpstart and leapfrog the
competition through a com-
mand over the latest technol-
ogies in hydrocarbons and
related sectors.

Delivering the inaugural ad-
dress at Petrotech-2005, Dr.
Singh stressed the need for a
proper policy strategy based on
accurate forecasting of increase
in energy demand and stepping
up energy-use efficiency. This
would not only save millions of
tons of oil but also be ecolog-
ically sustainable.

He recalled that in 1995,
when the first Petrotech confer-
ence was held here, the econo-

my was undergoing a major
transformation. “The challenge
for our policy makers is to deal
with the two transitions that are
taking place now — one, from
the use of traditional non-mar-
ket forms of energy to commer-
cial energy, and two, from low
energy consumption to higher
consumption due to rapid
industrialisation.”

Though the per capita con-
sumption of commercial ener-
gy would have to increase if the
quality of life for the underpriv-
ileged was to improve, this
would have to go along with in-
creased efficiencies in the use
of that energy so that the envi-
ronment damage would be
moderated as well as the im-
pact of growth on the demand.

He said the potential cost of
environment damage had been
assessed at 10-per cent of Gross
Domestic Product.

Hydrogen-powered
vehicleg

This year’s Petrotech confer-
ence is the sixth in a series that
started in 1995 and focussed on
the scientific and technological
advances in the field of hydro-
carbons.

The Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Mani Shankar
Aiyar, revealed that in two
months from now Indian Oil
Corporation would unveil the
prototype of a hydrogen-pow-
ered vehicle.

Reform panel approved
: Page 11
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"Press Note 18
Wscrapped to
» increase FDI

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, JAN. 12. In a measure
aimed at smoothening the in-
flow of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, announced
today the withdrawal of the re-
strictive provisions of Press
Note 18 for all future joint ven-
tures between Indian and for-
eign partners.

Press Note 18, issued in 1998,
made it obligatory on the part
of foreign companies having
joint ventures in India to obtain
government approval before
setting up new ventures in the
same or allied fields. This stip-
ulation was seen as restrictive
by foreign investors. They said
they were tied to their existing
Indian partners, irrespective of
the status of the existing ven-
ture, and were unable to ven-
ture out on their own or with
new partners. But sections of
Indian industry wanted the pro-
tection under Press Note 18 to
continue as some foreign part-
ners had the tendency to “jump
out” and align with rival parties
or set up independent ventures.

“An anachronism”

Announcing the scrapping of
the provision at the Partnership
Summit of the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) here, Dr.
Singh said this was a regulatory
provision causing discomfort to
investors. Amid tales of success
of Indian firms at the global
market place and the optimism
of Indian industry as revealed at
the recent meeting of the Na-
tional Manufacturing Compet-
itive Council, measures such as
Press Note 18 seemed like an
anachronism, having outlived
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their purpose, he said.

Elaborating on the Prime
Minister’s decision, the Com-
merce and Industry Minister,
Kamal Nath, later told the
meeting that Press Note 18
would not apply to any joint
venture entered into after to-
day, and that future ventures
should include a conflict of in-
terest clause in their agree-
ments to protect the interests of
the parties concerned. The
Minister explained that even
among the old or existing ven-
tures, three categories would be
excluded from the purview of
Press Note 18. These include
sick or defunct joint ventures,
collaborations in which either
partner had less than three per
cent stake and venture capital
funds registered with the Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of In-
dia.

Another modification is that
even among the existing joint
ventures that do not come un-
der the excluded categories,
Press Note 18 will apply only for
the same field and not similar
or allied fields. Secondly, the
onus to prove whether the new
joint venture will or will not ad-
versely affect the existing joint
venture will be equally on the
foreign and domestic partners,
unlike now when it is only on
the foreign partner.

Fresh Note issued

Consequently, Press Note 18
so far prohibited access to the
automatic approval route for
foreign ventures. The Govern-
ment has also issued a fresh
Press Note 1 (2005 series) to re-
place the scrapped Press Note
18.

See also Page 14
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CPM not to rock
UPA government

Formation of third froni \uled out for now

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 10

CAUGHT BETWEEN the
devil and the deep sea — in-
creasing pressure from the
party’s lower levels for ter-
minating its ties with the
Congress and the political
compulsions of keeping the
BJP away from power - the
CPI(M) central committee
has decided to intensify its
criticism of the UPA gov-
ernment. But at no point in
time will the Marxists with-
draw support from the gov-
ernment and force a mid-
term poll. :

CPI(M) politburo member
Prakash Karat said on Mon-
day after the three-day cen-
tral committee meeting of
the party that CPI(M) would
not consider withdrawing
support from the UPA gov-
ernment at the Centre even
in future.

In the same breath, Karat
charged the Congress-led
government with adopting
policies in the interest of
“big business and foreign
capital but doing nothing
for the working class.”

The central committee fi-
nalised its political and or-
ganisational report, to be
placed during the 18th party
congress in Delhi in April,

e

>

Prakash Karat
Constructive criticism

which urged the party to
build an all-round agitation
against the Centre “to force
it to implement its promises
made in the common mini-
mum programme.” The re-
port also rules out the for-
mation of a non-Congress,
non-BJP Third Front in
near future.

“We had decided to sup-
port the Congress-led gov-
ernment to keep the BJP
away from power. We had
also hoped that the govern-
ment would implement the
common minimum pro-
gramme,” Karat said and
added that his party was
“still not of the opinion
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that the Congress will nev-
er implement the CMP. We
are not thinking of with-
drawing support even in
the future.”

Karat also described as
inherently undemocratic
the UPA government’s
practice of pushing for-
ward policies through ordi-
nances and not through dis-
cussions in Parliament.
The ordinance to amend
the Patent Act, dilution of
the Rural Employment
Guarantee Bill, decision to
allow foreign banks to pick
up stakes in Indian banks
and the Centre’s persistent
indecision on hiking the
EPF rates also came in for
sharp criticism.

Reiterating the party’s de-
scription of the Congress-
JMM poll alliance in Bihar

_and Jharkhand as “unilater-

al and not in the spirit of
the way Lok Sabha polls had
been fought,” politburo
member Sitaram Yechury
said, “A full fledged alliance
of secular parties is no
longer possible in Bihar and
Jharkhand. But we will like
to see that division of secu-
lar votes is minimised.”
Karat, however, hoped that
happenings in Jharkhand
and Bihar would not affect
functioning of the UPA.
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Now, a disaster
A authorltyﬁf

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 9. After an
all-party meeting on the tsu-
nami called by Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, the go-
vernment announced the set-
ting up of a National Disaster
Management Authority.

There are also plans to
put an early warning system
for natural calamities in
place, home minister Shivraj
Patil told reporters at the end
of the two-and-a-half-hour
meeting this morning.

Abill toset up the disaster
management authority will
be tabled in Parliament next
month, he added. Defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee
and agriculture minister
Sharad Pawar were also pres-
ent to take questions.

Patil said the Centre has
announced a committee to
suggest the best technology
available for a warning syst-
em. India will be “part and
parcel of all international ef-
forts” on tsunami forecasts,
he said, adding that the gov-
ernment has not thought of
being part of any existing
warning system for the mo-
ment. It would much prefer
to take the lead in forming a
new grouping.

However, exchange of inf-
ormation with countries that
have tsunami warning sys-
tems will be pursued.

YHE TELEGRAPH

Science and techn logy
minister Kapil Sibal has in-
vited Indian and internation-
al scientists to a conference
on January 21 to give their
views on the best way to put
together a warning system.

Although the Centre did
not give details of the disas-
ter management body, offici-
als said it would be multi-dis-
ciplinary and autonomous.
Scientists, technocrats and
experts from all fields will be
invited to be a part of it.

After the 2001 Gujarat
quake, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had conven-
ed a similar all-party meet-
ing following which he had
announced the setting up of
a national committee on dis-
aster management.

Mukherjee said the UPA
government has accepted 64
of the panel’s 97 recommen-
dations, including setting up
a cabinet committee on disas-
ter management.

Today’s meeting was
attended by UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and BJP big-
wigs, including Vajpayee,
party chief L. K. Advani and
senior leaders Jaswant Singh
and Sushma Swaraj. All par-
ties were well represented.

Manmohan Singh, who
has just returned from the
Andamans, shared his expe-
rience with the other leaders
at the meeting, which was
free of the usual acrimony. /
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Dual citizenshi
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Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Friday extended dual
citizenship to overseas Indians who
migrated after January 26, 1950.

Inaugurating the third Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas at the Admiral S N
Kohli stadium in Colaba, Singh an-
nounced that dual citizenship was
open to all overseas Indians as along
as their home countries allowed it
under their laws. At present, it is al-
lowed for only 16 countries that have
reciprocal laws.

While overseas Indians will enjoy
dual citizenship, they will not get vot-
ing rights. Singh said the govern-
ment was creating opportunities at
home for People of Indian Origin
(PIO) to enable them to relate to their
motherland. Urging NRIs to invest
not just in the business sector but
also in social infrastructure, Singh
said a large number of NRI children
were returning to India to pursue
higher studies. “Apart from higher
education, NRIs can meaningfully
participate in extending primary ed-
ucation to our vast population. Con-
tributions need not go only to the gov-
ernment but can be given to NGOs ac-
tive in the social sector,” he said.

Singh reminded the diaspora that
since 1991, various governments had
taken measures to liberalise the Indi-
an economy. With a large number of
NRIs pursuing professional careers
and business both in their host coun-
try and in the home country, the num-
ber of Indians with two homes is in-
creasing. On infrastructure, the PM
said the government was building
new international airports in major
cities. He said 30 airports across the
country would be modernised.

The reforms process, he said,
would be carried forward in the eco-
nomic field and extended to admin-
istration and the polity. He said the
country needed an investment of up
to US $150 billion to build infrastruc-
ture over the next decade. This
would help step up the rate of eco-
nomic growth to 7-8%, he said.
“Much of this must come in as for-
eign direct investment and, in sub-
stantial part, from overseas Indi-
ans,” he added.

Union finance minister P Chi-
dambaram rechristened NRIs as
Non-Resident Investors. “While your
remittances have helped shore up
the country’s foreign reserves to US
$131 billion, it is not enough. The

o

\ p for NRIs
Ieft after '50: PM
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh arrives to inaugurate the third Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas at the Admiral S N Kohli stadium in Colaba on Friday

savings must be transformed into in-
vestments for business, industries
and for social infrastructure,” he
said.

Speaking at a plenary session on
India as a hub for globalisation at
the National Centre for Performing
Arts, Chidambaram said the govern-
ment believed in an investment-led
strategy for growth. He said the
NRIs could invest in agriculture,
mid-day meal scheme, all weather
roads, toilets and water supply
schemes.

~
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The Prime Minister mentioned
about remittances sent home by Peo-
ple of Indian Origin in the Gulf re-
gion and said this had played an im-
portant role in building the foreign
exchange reserves that now
amounted to over $130 billion. As-
suring NRIs that the government
would try and address the issue of
protecting returns on their savings,
he said: “We should try and wean
away NRI in Gulf from bank de-
posits to debt or even equity-orient-
ed savings”.
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THE UNIOL CABINET’S decision to allow es-
tablished private airlines to operate to foreign
destinations with the exception of West Asia is
on expected lines and represents another step
towards a liberal open skies policy in the civil
aviation sector. Initially, it was felt that after
letting the private airlines fly to South Asian
countries, the next step would be to extend
their operations to South East Asian destina-
tions. Instead of shepherding them in mea-
sured steps, the Centre has opted to allow them
into a wider theatre. The latest round of liber-
alisation has a few restrictive clauses — only
those private airlines that have operated in the
domestic sector for five years and have a fleet
of at least 20 aircraft are eligible; and Gulf
countries are out of bounds for another three
years. Although only Jet Airways and Air Sahara
qualify, this move should benefit passengers
because any additional competitive pressure
usually leads to a fare reduction. To that extent,
the open skies policy now being pursued by the
Centre and its Civil Aviation Ministry must be
welcomed.

There can be no two opinions on the need to
open up the skies. When it is left to the private
carriers, they will tend to operate only in the
viable and profitable sectors. They can now
look at South East Asia, Africa, Europe, and
even the United States. While the Government
will take some time to formalise the proce-
dures, the two eligible private airlines will have
to equip themselves for the challenge that lies
ahead. Their fleets may be new but the aircraft
need to be modified or new ones inducted to
suit international operations. They cannot af-
ford to copy Indian Airlines, which continues
to fly the same fleet on both domestic and in-
ternational routes — without in-flight enter-
tainment and the other perquisites and frills

N
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associated with such flights. Working out an
optimal ratio between international and do-
mestic operations and deploying the requisite
number of aircraft and crew are tasks that the
private airlines need to address over the next
few weeks or months. They are disappointed
that this round of opening up the skies has kept
the lucrative West Asian market out of their re-
ach, but that seems to be for good reason.

This is the only “protectionist” measure that
the Government has taken in the interest of the
two national carriers — Air India and Indian
Airlines — for whom the West Asian operations
provide substantial profits. The next challenge
will arise when bilateral aviation agreements
are negotiated with other countries. But the
Centre must realise that protectionism is not
the answer to a competitive environment. At
this stage, it may be imperative. The ultimate
solution is to make the two national airlines
competitive. Unless the Centre empowers them
and enables them to augment and renew their
fleet, they will not be in a position to stand up to
the growing competition, both from interna-
tional airlines and domestic private airlines,
which will now fly out of the country. The na-
tional carriers are left with the impression that
being public sector has now become a hand-
icap, with successive Governments at the Cen-
tre taking decisions that are more favourable to
private operators. It is a far cry from the mo-
nopoly status they enjoyed; they are now re-
duced to demanding “a level playing field.”
Rules and norms are stringently applied to
them while the competition escapes from many
of them. All the uneconomical sectors in the
country are left to Indian Airlines while the pri-
vate players cream away the traffic on the major
metro routes. This situation needs remedying
on a priority basis.
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ﬂ® By Bhaskar Roy/TNN
New Delhi: The UPA government’s
ambitious programme to provide 100
days of employment in a year to the ru-
¢ ral poor has run into deep trouble with
its original drafters finding fault with
the Bill presented in Parliament.

Some of the experts, who as members
of the Sonia Gandhi-headed National
Advisory Council had prepared the blue-
print of the massive scheme, have called
the Bill a “travesty” of the original.

The Bill introduced in the Lok Sab-
ha on December 21 was “extensively
reworked from the point of view of a
bureaucrat who is anxious to min-
imise the responsibility of the state,”
said economist Jean Dreze, an NAC
member who had contributed signifi-
. cantly to the draft. The clamour over
{ the Bill being a “watered-down” ver-
¢ sion of the NAC draft, expectedly en-

- Job guarantee Bill ~
« runs into trouble "

joys strong backing of the Left. “The
Bill is a caricature of the original doc-
ument. Lack of funds cannot be an ex-
cuse for diluting it. Since the draft had
the approval of Sonia Gandhi the gov-
ernment should go back to it,” said CPI
general secretary A B Bardhan.

The back-to-socialism programme,
very much part of the ruling coali-
tion’s common minimum programme,
has had a bumpy ride all through its
passage to Parliament.

While the Left and NAC activists
pitched for it, pro-reforms politicians
even within the Congress, had reserva-
tions about the wisdom of spending Rs
15,000 crore of the taxpayers’ money on
a programme which promised no tangi-
ble returns. If the mood in the Left cir-
cles is any indication, the government
is going to come under strong political
pressure from its outside backers to re- |
vert back to the academics’ draft. :
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