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M‘/“accused sent
uto jail for life. /

Fast-Track Court Hands 10 Years’
RI To Three Others, Acquits 18

Times NEws NETWORK

Vadodara: A fast-track court
in Godhra on Wednesday sen-
tenced 11 people to life im-
prisonment for Killing 11
members of a minority com-
munity in Anjanwa village of
Panchmahals district during
the post-Godhra riots. But 18
accused were acquitted for
lack of evidence.

Fast-track court judge RD
Thackar sentenced prime ac-
cused Dalpa Baria and 10
others—Kalu Soma, Kalu
Sana, Bana Fata, Raising
Fula, Dhana Rupa, Salam
Aba, Balvant Jeeva, Natwar
Kalu, Ratna Kalu and Rupa
Soma—for life.

Three others—Raising
Punja, Bharat Punja and
Dhana Rupa—were sentenced
to 10 years rigorous imprison-
ment for arson and rioting.

The court examined 80 wit-
nesses before delivering the
verdict. Two separate of
fences were registered re-
garding the incident. The
first FIR was registered re-
garding arson and rioting at

Anjanwa village, the second
was regarding the massacre.
The case pertains to the at-
tack on a group of members
of the minority community
on March 5, 2002.

The victims, represented
by advocate Shiraj Malik, had

left their homes on March 3,
2002, after a mob attacked the
village. The mob torched
houses and shops in the vil-
lage where about 40 Muslim
families lived. Three women
and five children were killed

by the mob near the
sarpanch’s house and were
thrown into his well.

Another woman was killed
by throwing her into a dry
well in the vicinity while two
elderly men were burnt alive
by the mob.



“ Gohana: Protests during
bandh, partles seek probe

_ EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GOHANA (SONEPAT),
SEPTEMBER 2

EVEN as violence broke
out today during the Dalit-
sponsored Haryana bandh in
response to Wednesday’s ar-
son in Gohana, political par-
ties demanded a probe into
the incident.

"Some CPI(M) politburo
members and the BSP chief
Mayawati, who visited the site,
demanded a CBI inquiry.

Led by Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Brinda Karat, the CPI(M)
leaders later met home minis-
ter Shivraj Patil and de-
manded immediate action
against the police for con-
nivance with the perpetrators
of the crime.

“We have asked for imme-
diate action against the police
superintendent and the dis-
trict commissioner who re-
mained mute spectators while
over 50 Dalit houses were be-
ing burnt down in Gohana,”
Karat told reporters.

The Scheduled Caste Com-
mission has summoned the
DGP and IG police to depose
before it on September 5.

Haryana CM Bhug 1 inder
Hooda In Gohana. i xpress
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Patil promises p "_

NEW DELHI: The Cex 1tre
said it will “thorough ly in-
vestigate” the incidé. nt and
assured all help, incl1 1ding
adequate compensatiion, to
the victims, *'| will sg-2ak to
the state government.and
the matter will be the) roughly
investigated,” home -minister
Shivraj Patil said aftet ‘meet-
ing a delegation of Di:/lit lead-
ers led by CPI(M) leac  er
Brinda Karat.

Meanwhile in Panchkula, a

ob attacked three buses and

cge national highway was
blocked at several places in
the state. The Sonepat-
Purkhas road was blocked for
an hour.

In Ambala, too, protesters
demanding compensation for
the victims and the dismissal
of the Hooda government
blocked the national highway.

In Hansi, shops and com-
mercial establishments stayed
closed and the Delhi-Hisar
highway was blocked.

In Gohana, the situation
limped back to normal today
under strict police vigil. At
the Balmiki Colony, where 30
houses. were burned on
Wednesday, the victims
started returning to their
homes and banks and busi-

ness establishments re-
opened.
A panchayat of people be-

longing to the Jat and other
communities demanded the
withdrawal of cases against
the 23 people and action
against the killers of the Jat
youth, Baljit Singh. The lat-
ter’s death had sparked off
the arson.




Dissident Gujarat BJP leader Keshubhai Patel greets Atal Bihari Vajpayee at a dinner hosted by BJP president S

L.K. Advani at his residence in New Delhi on Monday.

Gujarat rebels se

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 30

THE GUJARAT rebels, who
have been depressed since
BJP president L.K. Advani’s
praise of Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi, had
reasons to cheer on Tues-
day, the last day of Parlia-
ment’s Monsoon session.

Advani invited their
leader, Keshubhai Patel, for
lunch, which was followed
by a second round of dis-
cussions between the two
leaders after Parliament ad-
journed sine die.

Advani’s discussions wi-
th Patel came ahead of the
BJP chief’s meeting with
Modi, who is to attend Wed-
nesday’s meeting of the Na-

tional Integration Council.

Both Advani and Patel
declined to speak to the me-
dia on the issue. Advani was
said to be working on a so-
lution that might not see the
exit of Modi, but certainly
ensure that the decision-
making process in Gujarat
was made in consultation
with other BJP leaders. A
party-government coordi-
nation mechanism could
also be considered, party
sources said.

Patel is said to have ex-
plained to Advani why the
MLAs were upset with
Modi and what needed to be
done to tone up the party af-
fairs in Gujarat if it wished
to avoid an electoral set-
back. Patel has been leading
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the campaign against Modi,
along with several dissident
MLAs, who had earlier
come to Delhi to air their
grievances.

They had met former
Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee, senior leader Murli
Manohar Joshi and some
other leaders, but returned
to Gujarat without meeting
Advani.

Advani upset the rebels
by praising Modi during his
visit to Gujarat recently, al-
though he visited Patel’s
residence along with Modi
to inquire about his wife’s
health. BJP MP Kashiram
Rana, who is against Modi,
met party general secretary
Pramod Mahajan to discuss
the issue.

e hope

i1 AU MnIe

AN o
T HID

TR g

v %4

i\\ '\6‘\ &'\F‘

PM sycophant: BJP

BJP deputy leader in Lok
Sabha V.K. Malhotra descri-
bed as ‘sycophancy’ Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's
appreciation of the “leader-
ship provided by UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi” in his
address to the Lok Sabha
before the conclusion of the
monsoon session. He said,
“The PM’s speech is usually
a formality in which he
thanks the Speaker, Deputy
Speaker, Chairman, Deputy
Chairman and the panel of
chairmen - but his appreci-
ation of Sonia was totally
out of context”.

HTC, New:Delhi




S/ ‘Sulking’ Modi minister
offers to quit BJP says OK

Comes To Party Office in Ambulance, Says He Is Mentally Tortured

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The Khanpur
headquarters of the Gujarat
BJP on Monday evening be-
came the venue of a political
drama when the minister of
state for sports, youth and
cultural affairs, Bavkubhai
Unghad, came in an ambu-
lance to seek permission to
resign from the Narendra
Modi ministry.

After receiving Ungad’s
resignation, BJP president
Vajubhai Vala asked Naren-
dra Modi to drop Unghad
from the cabinet.

Unghad was hospitalised
after being pulled up by

the chief minister at
Wednesday’s cabinet meet-
ing for attending the rebels’
show-of-strength at Keshub-
hai Patel’'s residence the
previous day.

However, the BJP unit
chief said he had checked
Unghad’s allegations that he
was subjected to “mental tor-
ture” at the cabinet meeting
and found them to be false.

A die-hard Keshubhai sup-
porter, Unghad became the
second person to resign from
the Modi cabinet.

Earlier, Gordhan Zadaphia
had refused to be the part of
the expanded ministry on
August 1.

Unghad suffered a mild
heart attack after he got a
dressing down from Modi at
the cabinet meeting.

On Monday, he came to the
BJP office in the ambulance
belonging to BJP MP Harin
Pathak’s Madhuram Trust.
Unghad’s sealed letter was
submitted by his nephew,
Dilip Patel, to the party’s of-
fice secretary Paresh Patel,
as the minister preferred to
stay in the ambulance.

It is learnt that the minis-
ter, in his letter, wrote: “I felt
that it was my duty to visit
Keshubhai’s residence and
enquire about the health of
his ailing wife Leelaben who

had undergone heart sur-
gery in Chicago. I have com-
mitted no crime in doing so.”

He said all the ministers
and even chief minister
Modi and president Advani
had gone to Patel’s residence
and therefore it was improp-
er for Modi and other seniors
to scold him for the same,

Unghad said it was painful
for him to continue in the
ministry in such adverse cir-
cumstances and it would be
better if he was relieved of
his responsibilities. The
minister also sent copies of
his letter to the CM and
national BJP general secre-
tary Om Mathur.
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Keshubhai leads dzsszdents meets Va]payee but skzps Advani

New Delhi, August 18

iend turns foe: The Hindutva episode

general secretary in charge of Gujarat, Om WHEN BJP won in GUJarat a decade baCk RSS pracharak -turned-state party general
Mathur, ruled out Narendra Modi’s re-  gacretary Narendra Modi was the most trusted lieutenant of then CM Keshubhai Patel.

THE BJP is expected to see some more
stormy days ahead. A day after the party’s

moval as chief minister, dissidents from
the state, led by former chief minister Kes-
hubhai Patel, stepped up their offensive
and met senior party leader A.B. Vajpayee.

The dissidents, who met other senior par-
ty leaders as well, reportedly apprised him of
the “situation” in the state. "We have appri-
sed the party high command of the situation
of the government,

Last straw

Modi, sure of his ground having repulsed
several of Keshubhai's attempts, expanded
his ministry recently at a time when

. * the party and the Keshubhai was away in the US.
|ll Delhl people on every as- The Patel pride was hurt.
pect. But we cannot
# Dissidents meet tell you what exact- When chips Sticking
Vajpayee, apprise 1y transpired asit is were down together
him of situation an internal matter

Modi ousted Called as
Keshubhai in architect of
October 2001. : BJP landslide

of the party," Patel,

# Also meet M.M. who was accompa-

Joshi, and plan to

meet Advani ‘if nml:‘ri Eg;é? ?g-llgst%i > Ever since victory in 1998,
necessary’ Suresh Mehta, and Keshubhai has ;: Modi's support 2R
s Meanwhile, M.L. former Union min- b §f Deen Ilck:jng to Kte.Shugha' |
Khurana attacks ister Kashiram Ra- § his wounds. continued.
. Advani yet again na, to}lld reporters
X after the 45-minute Wait and Striking
mSayshecan'twork 1 ootine with Vaip- watch hard

with ‘people who ;000 “Sonior party

sit in AC rooms leader Jaswant Sin- Keshubhai 2001 quake A
and influence oh was also present. could have rehab exposed
part_y_preS|dent's Taking strong ex- struck in 2002, : Keshubhai. BJP “~— ~— yd
decisions’ ception to Mathur's but post- ] suf‘fered_ ~
statement that dis- Godhra polari- ; defeats in ;,f
ciplinary action would be taken against sation was by-polis.
those who make public statements on the is- clearly favour- : Modi's hour

sue, Patel said: "We have not violated any ing Modi. : had arrived.

discipline. Only party president L.K. Advani
can decide on that issue, not anybody else.”
“The responsibility of the in-charge is to co-
ordinate and take everyone along. It would
not be fair on his part to take sides.” Asked - . e

why the dissidents did not meet Advani, he : 2 The VHP factot - - Remote control

said, “We will meet him, if necessary.” Modi earned VHP's anger for sidin . o Anti-Keshubhai lobby has worked

Later, Patel, Rana and Mehta met senior with Advani during Jinnah contro ; for Modi ever since he orchestrated
party leader Murli Manohar Joshi. Some

nrige: The circle §  Cool player, hard bargainer

< h . versy. Advantage Keshubhai i : rebellion sitting in Delhi in 2001
dissident leaders also met party vice-pres- "So, he strikes 3
ident M. Venkaiah Naidu and party gener- ? He knows the party boss
al secretary Pramod Mahajan. Modi loyal- - 4 . VHP's Pravin Togadia &/party rebel . .
ists, too, have gone on the offensive. State “ % Zadaphia {(who sta iatest dissi- - Madi has bgen able to stay on as
ministers Kaushik Patel and Amit Shah dence) are both patel — and Ay both Advani and state party chief

met Naidu and Mahajan are understood to ; Keshubhai'sfriénds = . = 1 (™ L Vala have supported him
have countered the complaints and insisted . :
i 1 PTI
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| Rebels rally be

60 MLAs support 31

Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR: In an apparent
show of strength, dissidents in
the Gujarat unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Party assembled at the
residence of the former Chief
Minister, Keshubhai Patel, here
on Tuesday ostensibly to “en-
quire” about his wife’s health.

Mr. Patel and his wife, Lila-
ben, who underwent heart sur-
gery in the United States,
returned here on Monday after a
long stay abroad.

Except for the former Union
Minister, Kashiram Rana, and
the former State Minister, Be-
charbhai Bhadani, no leader was
prepared to give any political
colour to the “spontaneous gath-
ering.” Mr. Rana admitted that
even while calling on Mrs. Patel,
the disgruntled MLAs and MPs
were expressing their “senti-
ments against the present State
leadership.” Mr. Bhadani said
the dissidents’ demand for a
change in leadership “still
stands.”

Other leaders, including MP
Rajendrasinh Rana, claimed that
it was a “mere social occasion”
and no politics was involved. “At
least I have come because of my
long personal relations with Mr.
Patel,” he asserted.

As many as 44 MLAs called on
the Patels while at least eight
others spoke to them over tele-
phone or sent fax messages.

Minister also present

Mr. Kashiram Rana claimed
that 60 MLAs of the 129-mem-
ber BJP Legislature Party had
openly expressed their loyalty to
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e former Chief Mlmster says Rana

DISSIDENCE BREWING: Gujarat BJP leaders meet the former Chief Minister, Keshubhai
Patel, in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. - PHOTO: PTI

Mr. Patel. Six MPs were also pre-
sent but the key attraction was
the presence of Baukubhai Ugad,
a Minister in the Narendra Modi
Cabinet. Another Minister, Ja-
sumatiben Korat, who was in-
ducted in the State Cabinet a
fortnight ago, was among those
who sent fax messages.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
international general secretary,
Pravin Togadia, unhappy with
Mr. Modi’s support for BJP pres-
ident LK. Advani, and senior
RSS leaders Pravin Maniar and
Amrut Kadia also met Mr. Patel

in the morning. Thousands of
party workers also made a bee-
line to Mr. Patel’s residence.

Talking to mediapersons, Mr.
Patel said some leaders told him
that “some attempts” were made
to stop people from calling on
him. If such attempts were
made, “it is very wrong.”

During his long political ca-
reer, he had come to know thou-
saflds of people and it was “but
natural” that they would come to
see him.

He could “clearly see people’s

dissatisfaction about the goings-
on” in the State. Mr. Kashiram
Rana said he would again try to
call on Mr. Advani to brief him
about the “sentiments” of the
party workers.

BJP MLA from Vadodara, Yo-
gesh Patel, in a letter to Mr. Mo-
di not only expressed his
“anguish” over the non-per-
formance of the Government,
but also made it clear that he was
siding with the dissidents be-
cause he was “unable to answer
questions being asked by the
people.”
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SNS and P’ﬂ

NEW DELHI, July 29. — Close od the
heels of the violence that rocked Gurgaon
for two days, following clashes between
workers of Honda Motorcycles and
Scooters India Limited and policemen, a
senior Honda engineer was assaulted
today and a showroom containing the
company’s motorcycles was attacked.

Mr Anil Kumar Yadav, a maintenance
engineer at the company’s Manesar facto-
ry, was beaten up by a group of people in
Sector 14 of the satellite town, the
Gurgaon deputy commissioner Mr Sudhir
Rajpal said. An FIR has been registered
against several employees of the compa-
ny. They were charged under various sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code. No arrests
had been made till late in the evening.

At least six motorcycles in a Honda
showroom in Kaithal town were damaged
by a group that stormed into its premises
after smashing the window panes. A
passerby overpowered one of the attackers
while they were escaping and handed him
over to the police. The arrested person is
being interrogated, said police superinten-
dent. The police is conducting raids in the
town to arrest the other five involved in
the attack who are reported to be from
Kaithal and the adjoining Jind district.

Immediately after the attack, seven
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other automobile showrooms in Kaithal
downed their shutters.

The Honda workers had fought pitched
battles with the police on Monday. They
were agitating against the dismissal of four
employees and the suspension of 50 others.
Various political parties had protested
against what they termed police high-
handedness and alleged that many union
leaders had gone missing after the police
lathicharge. The Gurgaon violence, which
continued for two days, has prompted the
Japanese ambassador to express reserva-
tions about FDI investment in India.

In Geneva today, on the sidelines of
the meeting of the WTO General
Council, the commerce and industry min-
ister, Mr Kamal Nath, and Japan’s econ-
omy, trade and industry minister, Mr
Shoichi Nakagawa, discussed the issue.

Mr Kamal Nath assured the Japanese
minister that the Gurgaon incident is an
isolated case. Mr Nakagawa said this one-
off incident would not affect Japanese
investment in India. In this context, he
emphasised that Japanese companies
were investing in West Bengal in a big way.

Mr Kamal Nath also referred to the
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Act
passed recently by Parliament and
requested the Japanese government to
encourage their enterprises to invest in
these zones.
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“Left catches Honda headwind

| COWBELT CONFLICT

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, July 26: Infuri-
ated women grappling
with burly, baton-wielding
policemen. Cat-and-mouse
fights on the streets famed
for high-rise office blocks
and swanky shopping
malls. And a public ultima-
tum by the Left to a foreign
company.
Fresh images of strife in
Gurgaon continued to trans-
fix the country for the second
day today, handing the Left an
emotive issue to stage the
first walkout on the UPA gov-
ernment and warn of a wide-
spread campaign against
Honda, the company at the
centre of the controversy.
Hundreds of employees of
Honda Motorcycle and Scoot-
er India, a subsidiary of
Japan’s Honda Motor, were in-
jured yesterday in a police
crackdown. The employees
have been agitating to get their
suspended and sacked col-
leagues reinstated. The com-
pany today declared a tempo-
rary shutdown. ‘
The issue also threatened
to assume wider overtones wi-
ththe Japanese ambassador to
India striking a warning note
on investment prospects-and
the external affairs ministry
stepping out of its usual pre-
serve to calm nerves.
ruesRiZing on an issue that
appears to have struck a symg
pathetic chord across the
country largely because of the
brutal images of the police
action, Left leaders seem in-
tent on using the momentum
to push their pet themes and
address the concerns of their
constituency.
They brought up the mat-
ter during a meeting with the
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Prime Minister in the evening
to discuss the outcome of his
triptothe US.

The Leftegders demanded.

an immediate settlement, in-
cluding lifting of the “illegal
lockout” at the Honda plant.

They said unless all dis-
missed or suspended employ-
ees are taken back and cases
withdrawn, a nationwide
movement would be launched.
August 1 would be observed as
“protest day”.

“Even the Honda dealers
could face the music,” CPI

faader A.B. Bardimiaid after

.the meeting with the Prime

Minister, which was also at-
tended by the CPM’s Prakash
Karat. -*

Perhaps fearing an escala-
tion, Japanese ambassador
Yasukuni Enoki had told repo-
rters earlier in the day: “This
is a disadvantage for India’s
image as an FDI destination
and also this is a negative

image for Japanese business.”

The comment prompted
the Inddan foreign ministry to
put out a statement describing
the clash as an isolated inci-
dent, adding: “The legal ihter-
est of foreign investors will be
fully safeguarded.”

Told about the envoy’s
comments, Bardhan said: “If
they (multinationals) do ille-
gal things, we will stop them.
They have to abide by the law
of theland.”

Protesters drive cattle towards police after tear-gas shelling in Gurgaon on Tuesday: Picture by Rajesh Kumar

Some industry representa-
tives said the controversy
highlighted the need for “flexi-
ble” labour laws. :

In the morning, as dis-
traught relatives of employees
fought a pitched battle with
the police force in riot gear in
Haryana, another brawl broke
out in Parliament.

Catching both the govern-
ment and the Opposition by
surprise, the Left spearheaded
the assault in the House. Home

minister Shivraj Patil’s state-
ment that only 92 people — un-
official estimates put the fig-
ure close to 500 — were injured
enraged the leeft forther,

Lett MPs accused the min-
istér of making a lukewarm
statement and ‘walked out of
Parliament as Sonia Gandhi,
Arjun Singh and Pranab
Mukherjee looked on. The “of-
ficial” Opposition, the NDA,
soon gathered its wits and fol-
lowed in the Left footsteps.
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GURGAON: Scores of employees of
Honda Motorcycle and Scooters
(HMSD) Limited fell to police
blows near the Gurgaon Mini
Secretariat on Monday in a
crackdown that followed a vio-
lent labour protest.

Tension prevailed in Haryana
as several hospitals were packed
with the injured, most of them
bleeding profusely.

The incident triggered strong
reactions from politicans, with
the Left and the BJP declaring
they would raise it in Parliament
on Tuesday.

HMSI workers had been on a
strike for a month over wage-
related demands until most of
them joined duty after an agree-
ment with the management.

Monday’s protest was by the
workers who were still dissatis-
fied with the deal.

Earlier in the day, a clash left
several policeman, including
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice J.P. Dahiya, seriously in-
jured after police tried to stop
the stone-pelting workers from
taking out a protest march, ac-
cording to eyewitnesses.

Property damaged

An SDM vehicle was also set
on fire by mobs, which damaged
government and public property
before additional police forces in
riot gear pushed them back.

Protesters accused the police
of high-handedness, saying they
were surrounded and beaten
mercilessly while they were on
their way to the Mini Secretariat
to hand over a memorandum to
the administration.

But police sources said the
crackdown came under Section
144 that was imposed following
the trouble.

AITUC condemns action

Meanwhile, the All India
Trade Union Congress (AITUC)
condemned the police action on
the Honda workers.

MP Gurudas Das Gupta
sought the Prime Minister’s in-

tewentiyeﬁhe reopening of
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700 workers, several policemen injured in pitched battles in Gurgaon; strong political prot
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CIKE A WAR 20NE: Police beat up“"ciis}hiss‘evd " Honda factory workers at Gurgaon, Haryana, on Monday after they blocked a highway and
attacked a small police squad escorting them. - PHOTO: AFP

the Honda Industrial establish-

ment at Manesar in Gurgaon.
“The attack was brutal, bar-
baric and a blot on civil society.
We will raise the matter in Par-
liament on Tuesday,” Mr Gupta
said.
BJP Parliamentary Party

spokesman V.K. Malhotra said:
“It was unfortunate that while
the Government has failed to pin
down terrorists and criminals, it
is demonstrating its might
against those protesting for their
rights.”

Both Mr. Das Gupta and Al-

TUC general secretary D.L.
Sachdev visited the scene, but
said they were not allowed to
meet the injured people.

200 workers arrested

They said the police have ar-
rested more than 200 workers.

Besides, more than 150 workers
were injured in the “brutal” po-
lice action.

The Honda management-em-
ployee discord had its origins in
the registration of an employees
union, the AITUC said.

Later, the company dismissed

four employees and suspended
50 others, prompting the strike.

A report from New Delhi said
the Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Monday ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the clash between
the police and the workers of
Hero Honda in Gurgaon.
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The probe will be conducted
by Gurgeon Divisional Commis-
sioner Avtar Singh, an official
spokesman told PTI.

The Chief Minister instructed
that the inguiry be completed
within 15 days, he said.

Advani speaks to
Manmohan

Leader of the Oppositicn in
the Lok Sabha and BJP presi-
dent LK. Advani on Monday
night spoke to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Home
Minister Shivraj Patil express-
ing serious concern over the al-
leged “brutality” Ly Haryana
police on workers of Hero Hon-
da in Gurgaon.

“Advani sought the immedi-
ate intervention of the Centre in
the matter more so as there is a
Congress Government in power
in the state,” party spokesperson
Sushma Swaraj told PTI.

She said a three-member NDA
delegation comprising H.S. Ah-
luwalia, Kishen Singh Sangwan
and Dinesh Trivedi had left for
Gurgaon on a fact-finding mis-
sion.

Honda talks tough
Maintaining its tough pos-
ture, Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI) said on
Monday that it would not rein-
state any of its suspended work-
ers without completion of an
inquiry against them.
“Eventhough today’s incident

is unfortunate, we canaot take

back any of the suspended em-
_ployees till a third-party inquiry
‘against them is completed,” a
company official told PTI from
its factory in Manesar.

The official refused to com-
ment on the clash, saying, “this
is an event that has taken place
outside our factory premises.”

Asked whether the company
was ready to provide financial
assistance to those injured, he
said it could be considered in
case aspecific request came in. —
UNL PTI -«
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Cops hand out their brand of punishment (left) and carry away an injured Honda employee (above).

Lathis rain on Honda workers

HT Correspondent
Gurgaon, July 25

IN WHAT could come as a major em-
barrassment for the UPA government
at the beginning of the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament, the Haryana po-
lice brutally lathicharged and injured
more than 1,000 workers of Japanese
auto giant Honda’s two-wheeler unit
at Manesar in Gurgaon on Monday af-
ternoon. The employees were protest-
ing the company’s decision to re-
trench some workers. In the mayhem,
the protesters set fire to the sub-divi-
sional magistrate’s car, a police md-
torcycle and attacked senior cops who
tried to stop them. A DSP and six'po-

licemen were also injured.

Trouble began around 12.45 pm
when the police tried to stop a
protest march by around 5,000 Hon-
da staffers. Some of them started
pelting stones at the SDM’s car and
when the cops on duty tried to inter-
vene, they too were attacked. The sit-
uation soon went out of hand and
the police fled the scene.

Later, a posse of about 500 arrived
on the scene led by SSP Yogender S
Nehra. They surrounded the protest-
ers from all sides and started beating
them up brutally. In a matter of 20
minutes, over 1,000 workers lay bleed-
ing. The injured were then packed in
buses and sent to hospital.

CPI MP Gurudas Das Gupta, who
reached the hospital to meet the in-
jured workers, was manhandled by
the cops. He flashed his identity card
and yelled repeatedly that he was a
sitting MP, but the policemen
dragged him away. -

Murmurs of the incident soon
reached Delhi. Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, L.K. Advani,
took up the issue with home minis-
ter Shivraj Patil. Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, too, spoke to Patil on
the issue. Later in the evening.
Haryana chief minister B.S. Hooda
ordered a magisterial inquiry into
the incident and promised to punish
the guilty policemen.
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CRY FOR SUCCOUR: Flood-affected people awaiting airdrop of relief at a village
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in Kheda district of Gujarat on Saturday. - PHOTO: PT!

Focus on relief work in rain-hit areas

Breather for central Gujarat; heavy rain in north Gujarat and Saurashtra

Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR: With the flood sit-
uation showing considerable im-
provement in central Gujarat
since Saturday, the attention is
now diverted towards relief
" work and prevention of possible
outbreak of epidemics in the
hitherto waterlogged areas.
However, Bulsar, Navsari, Su-
-at and Dangs districts in south
jujarat, Mehsana and Sabar-
:antha districts in north Gujarat
4nd Surendranagar and Amreli
districts in the Saurashtra re-
gion continued to receive heavy
rainfall (between 100 mm and
200 mm) since Saturday night.
Though the water level receded
in some parts of Vadodara city
and some of the main thorough-
fares reopened for traffic, Padra
and Karjan towns in the district
continued to remain under wa-
ter. So did most parts of Anand
and Kaira districts in central
Gujarat.
Major rivers in south Gujarat,

& Major rivers in south
Gujarat overflowing again

# Rs. 260 crores for relief
placed under the disposal
of district collectors

# Many parts of central
and south Gujarat
regions still under water

including Ambica and Purna, are
overflowing again. Many dams
and check-dams in the north
Gujarat and the Saurashtra re-
gions have crossed the danger
level. Revenue Minister Kaushik
Patel said high alert had been
sounded in the downstream of 51
dams while in 13 others, the peo-
ple had been asked to remain
prepared for evacuation. With
eight more deaths reported in
the last 24 hours, the death toll
in the State has reached 132.
While 43,000 people had tobe

evacuated in Broach district and
another about 800 in Surendra-
nagar, Mr. Patel said no evac-
uation work was taken up in
most other districts where at-
tention had been focused on res-
cue and relief.

With the local weather office
issuing another heavy to very
heavy rainfall warning all over
the State in the next 48 hours,
the relief and rescue operations
have been further intensified to
take advantage of the little res-
pite on Sunday. Chief Minister
Narendra Modi held a high-level
meeting to take stock of the sit-
uation and instructed the offi-
cials to take spot decisions.

The State Government also
made a special sanction of Rs.
260 crores for the purpose and
placed it under the disposal of
the district collectors. Mr. Patel
said 10 helicopters of the Indian
Air Force and 56 mechanised
and non-mechanised boats had
been pressed into service. In ad-
dition, at the suggestion of

Union Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, who returned to Delhi af-
ter a two-day visit of the affected
areas in the State on Saturday,
the Centre had dispatched 10
more helicopters and two battal-
ions of paramilitary forces for
rescue and relief operations.

Medical personnel sent

To take preventive steps
against outbreak of epidemics,
the Centre had sent 500 medical
personnel to the state. In addi-
tion, the State Government had
deployed 573 medical teams
with 202 medical officers and
1,310 paramedical staff in the 18
flood-affected districts. Steps
were also being taken for chlor-
ination of the drinking water
sources besides educating the
people how to avoid water-
borne diseases.

Governor Nawal Kishore
Sharma, accompanied by Union
Textile Minister Shankarsinh
Waghela, and Minister of State
for Railways Naran Rathwa, took

an aerial survey of the affected
areas of Ahmedabad and
Vadodara.

As many parts of central and
south Gujarat regions continued
to remain under water, the Gov-
ernment had declared closure of
all schools and colleges in these
regions for two more days from
tomorrow while in the other
parts of the State, it had been left
to the discretionary powers of
the collectors.

While the rail links between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai re-
mained dislocated between Ah-
medabad and Vadodara, the
highways between Ahmedabad
and Vadodara were partly
opened on Sunday for emergen-
cy services to carry relief materi-
als. In the rest of the State, only
453 of the 1,300-odd roads af-
fected by floods could be re-
stored for traffic so far, Mr. Patel
said. Besides a large number of
villages, Kaira, Anand, Matar
and Chaklasi towns have still re-
mained without power.
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‘ Spemal Correspondent

GANDHINAGAR: The BJP national
president and the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, L.
K. Advani, on Saturday dropped
his plan for an aerial survey of
flood-hit Vadodara city and oth-
erareas in central Gujarat due to
bad weather.

Accompanied by Chief Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, he visited
some of the affected areas in Ah-
medabad district before return-
ing to Delhi. He hoped that the
people in the State would face
the situation as bravely as they
did during other natural calami-
ties in the past — earthquake,
plague, dam disaster and cy-
clone,

Kalam’s sympathy

A State Government spokes-
man said that President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam had sent a special
note to Mr. Modi expressing
sympathy for the flood-affected
people. Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh had a detailed tele-
phonic talk with Mr. Modi on the
prevailing situation.

Ahmed Patel, political adviser
to Congress president Sonia
: Gandhi, said he also talked to
Mr. Modi though could not meet
him personally.

Even as the intensity of the
rainfall reduced over the south
and central Gujarat regions,
heavy rain had been lashing
north Gujarat and most parts of
Saurashtra since  Saturday
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morning. Mehsana and Patan
districts in north Gujarat and
Surendranagar, Bhavnagar, Ju-
nagadh and Amreli districts in
the Saurashtra region received
about 250-300 mm of rainfall
during the last 24 hours inun-
dating villages and roads. Nearly
30 major dams have been over-
flowing while high alert have
been declared in 37 others.

Reach Dakor

About 400 passengers of the
marooned Indore-Gandhinagar
Shanti Express, held up near Da-
kor since Thursday due to heavy
floods, managed to find their way
out and reached Dakor station.

At least 300 students are re-
ported to be marooned in a Swa-
minarayan Gurukul in Kaira. An
official spokesman said Army
personnel with boats had been
sent to rescue them.

6 more helicopters for
relief operations

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Sat-
urday pressed six more Air
Force helicopters into service
for rescue and relief operations
in flood-hit areas of Gujarat.
While 150 personnel of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) have been deployed in
Kheda, 400 more personnel are
in the process of being deployed.
A meeting of the high-level in-
ter ministerial committee, presi-
ded over by Home Secretary V.
K. Duggal was held here to re-

Advani visits rood-hit
areas in Ahmedabad -

Aerlal survey of Vadodara dropped due to bad weather

view the flood sittation. The
meeting was informed that
flights between Vadodara and
other parts of the country re-
sumed on Saturday. Production
in the Baroda refinery had also
resumed. Nine Army columns
have been deployed in the flood-
hit areas to assist the civil ad-
ministration. Attempts are also
being made to make the Express
Highway operational at the ear-
liest. The latest report put the
death toll at 108. President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam has conveyed his
condolences to Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi and the
people of Gujarat following the
loss of lives in the floods.

VADODARA: As if the floods
were not enough, the woes of
the city’s residents seem to be
only increasing with
crocodiles missing from the
Vadodara zoo.

Even though the water
started receding on Saturday,
zoo officials discovered
during a headcount that at
least seven crocodiles, four
deer and a blue bull (heelgai)
were missing. The
floodwaters of the
Vishwamitri river had
engulfed the Kamatibag

Crocodiles missing
from Vadodara zoo

Garden on Friday.

The blue bull, which
jumped the fence, was sighted
at a nearby hospital complex.
One sambhar, which had
escaped from its cage, was
caught.

The Vadodara Municipal
Corporation, which
maintains the zoo, had to
shift several birds from their
cages yesterday. Some non-
governmental organisations
are assisting the zoo
authorities in their search for
the missing animals. — UNI




Gujarat rejects Pota
panel’s observations

Press Trust of India _

AHMEDABAD, June 10. — The Gujarat
government today rejected the observa-
tions of the Central Pota Review
Committee (CPRC) that had recommen-
ded dropping Pota charges against all the
accused in the Godhra train carnage case.

Filing its reply before the special Pota
court, the state government’s counsel, Mr
HM Dhruv, said: “Not only there is a pri-
ma facie case under provisions of Pota but
there is also more than sufficient material
evidence to attract its provisions.”

“Under these circumstances, I request
the court to proceed further against the
accused for all the alleged offences
against them,” special public prosecutor
told the additional Pota court judge Mr
BS Parikh. Detailed arguments on this
reply filed by the Gujarat government
would be held on 13 June.

The government’s stand on the train car-
nage case got a jolt when the CPRC rec-
ommended that there was no need to apply
the anti-terrorism law on all the accused as

there did not appear to be any conspiracy
and they could be tried under sections of
the IPC and CrPC.

The public prosecutor stated that after
careful examination of CPRC’s opinion, he
came to the conclusion that there is a
“strong prima facie case to attract provi-
sions of Pota in view of the relevant mater-
ial on record” against the accused. He said
the review committee ‘“‘has not considered
in detail and in true perspective the con-
fessional statements of some of the
accused given as per Section 32 of Pota”
which is admissible as evidence under Pota.

Five accused identified in Bilkis case

A child witness in the case of alleged gan-
grape of Bilkis Bano and murder of her
family members today identified five of the
12 accused in the special court during an
in-camera trial, adds PTI from Mumbai.
Special public prosecutor Mr RK Shah
said Saddam (11), who was only eight at
the time of incident, told Special Judge Mr
UD Salvi that the accused were from
Randhirpur and that he had seen them.



ﬁane to be sworn in

Press Twst of Ind:a

PANAIJL, June 6. — Newly-
elected—Congress -Legisiature
Party leader Mr Pratapsinh
Rane will be sworn in as chief
minister of Goa tomorrow
morning after he presented a
letter of support from Congress
allies, the NCP and the MGP,
to the Governor, Mr SC Jamir,
this evening,.

“We have preseated letters of
support from the NCP and the
MGP to His Excellency this
evening and staked our claim to
form the government. The
swearing-in ceremony will be
held tomorrow at 10 a.m.,” Mr
Rane told reporters outside Raj
Bhavan as he and PCC chief
Mr Ravi Naik emerged from
their meeting with Mr Jamir.

Mr Rane parried questions
on who would be included in
the ministry tomorrow along
with him, saying: “You will
know tomorrow.” The names
doing the rounds for possible
ministerial berths tomorrow
are NCP chief Mr Wilfred d’-
Souza who is likely to be given
the post of deputy chief minis-
ter and his partymate Mr Fran-
cisco “Mikky” Pacheco. The
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Mr Pratapsinh Rane

threc winning Congress candi-
dates, Mr Atanasio Monser-
atte, Mr Digambar Kamat and
Mr Pandurang Madkaikar also
also likely to get berths in the
Cabinet.

Mr Pacheco, Mr Monseratte,
Mr Kamat and Mr Madkaikar
are among the five BJP MLAs,
the other being Mr Isidoro Fer-
nandes, who had quit the As-
sembly reducing the Manohar
Parikkar ministry to a minority.

Earlier, the AICC general
secretary in-charge of Goa af-
fairs, Mrs Margaret Alva, said
the Centre would revoke Presi-
dent’s Rule and revive the Goa
Assembly, currently under sus-

o »5‘

e \s

SN
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pended animation, by tomor-
row morning.

“We informed the Govunor
of the position vesterday and he
asked us t go ahead and
choose a leader because he had
already sent a report to the Un-
ion home ministry regarding
the changed situation in Goa,”
she added.

BJP MLAs challenge
disqualification in SC

Meanwhile, two BJP leaders
Mr Rajender Arlekar and Mr
Dayanand Mandrekar from
Goa today approached the Su-
preme Court challenging the
Bombay High Court judgment
disqualifying them as MLAs, a
report from New Delhi adds.

Senior advocate Mr Mukul
Rohatgi mentioned the petition
on behalf of the two leaders be-
fore a Bench comprising Mr
Justice PV Reddi and Mr Jus-
tice Arijit Pasayat, which said
the matter will be considered
before the vacation Bench.

The Panaji Bench of Bombay
High Court had set aside the
election of the two BJP MLAs
on grounds of holding office of
profit during the May 2002 As-
sembly polls.



NEW DELHI, June 5. — Congress
today stormed back to power in Goa,

where it hadicome under attack dur- -

ing the turmoikset off by the resigna-
tions of three BJP MLAs three
months ago, and made a clean sweep
of the three by-electiops in Haryana,
but suffered a rude shock ay the
hands of the Left in Kerala, th TDP
in Andhra Pradesh, d the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka. The SP opened its
account in the southern state by win-
ning the Shimoga Lok Sabha con-
stituency where its candidate, former
chief minister Mr S5 Bangarappa,
defeated his nearest Congress rival
by a margin of 16,633 votes.

Winning three of the five seats that
went to the by-polls and with ally
NCP bagging another, the Congress-
led United Legislature Party raised its
taliy to 21 in a House of 39 in Goa.
BJP won the fifth seat and raised its
tally to 17. It also has the support of
an UGDP MLA. The CLP will meet
tomorrow in Panaji to elect its new
leader. Mr Pratapsinh Rane, Mr Ravi
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Third alternative’

LUCKNOW, June 5. — A buoyant
Samajwadi Party president today
exhorted the Left parties to provide an
alternative to the voters by combining
with the regional parties after the SP and
its ally, the RLD, swept the by-polls in UP
and opened its account in south India. Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav said the results
showed that the voters had lost faith in
the Congress and the BJP. — SNS
Details on page 5

Naik and Mr Lusinho Faleiro head
the race for the chief ministerial siot.

Haryana chief minister Mr
Bhupinder Singh Hooda won the
Kiloi Assembly seat in his state with a
massive margin of over one lakh
votes, trouncing his nearest rival from
the INLD. Two of his party col-
leagues, Ms Savitri Jindal and Ms
Kiran Choudhary, rode a sympathy
wave to secure similar margins of vic-
tory in Hissar and Tosham in the aft-
ermath of their husbands’ deaths.
Both OP Jindal and Surender Singh
were ministers and were Kkilled in a
helicopter crash. All the seats were
retained by the Congress which has 67
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SP eriters South
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In UP, the SP-RLD combine won
all the four seats that went to the by-
polls. While the SP bagged
Allahabad (West), Varanasi (North)

and Haiser Bazar (reserved), the !

RLD won in Khairagarh.

i

|
1

In Chamrajpet Assembly con-

stituency in Karnataka, vacated by

former chief minister Mr SM Krish-

na, the Congress lost to its coalition
partner, the JD-S, when its candidate
Mr RV Devaraj was humbled by Mr
Jamir Ahmed Khan by 3,278 votes.

In Andhra Pradesh, the TDP's Ms
P Sunita defeated Mr B Sriramulu of
the Congress by 18,850 votes in the
Penukonda Assembly constituency.
She also rode a sympathy wave gen-
erated by the killing of her husband
Paritala Ravi, a TDP MLA, late last
year in the faction-ridden Rayala-
seema region of the state.

In Kerala, both the Congress and
its ally, the CMP, lost the by-elections
to the CPI-M in Koothuparamba and

Azhikode Assembly constituencies |

with record margins of defeat. The !
LDF improved on its performance in

the 2001 Assembly polls. -

More reports on page 5 |
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S .Haryan:a
waives arrears
for farmers

: .,

Statesman News Service', \ " \q\ L
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CHANDIGARH, Junc {7~ The
Haryana government todw decided o
waive off arrears of electricity bills of
both domestic and tube wells, of rural
sector amounting to over Rs.1600 crore.
as on date and also announced a pack-
age of incentive for all those rural con-
sumers who had been paying their hills
regularly.

Chief minister Mr Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, who was talking to media per-
sons after making a state ment on the
floor of the House said that farmers and
all rural households would be perma-
nently freed from this burden of past

; arrears. He said that this comprehen-
sive package would begin a new era in
the history of Haryana. He: sought coop-
eration of all sections of the society
including concerned officers and farm-
ers to implement this decision in letter
and spirit. He said that it had becn
decided that entire outstanding arrears
of each individual would be divided in
10 equal installments spread over a
period of 20 months. On payment of
every current bill, 10 per cent of the
arrears would be waived automatically.
Thus, on payment of 10 current bills
uninterruptedly starting from today. the

, entire arrears would be waived. While

1 referring to those who we re paying their

bills regularly, he said that the govern-
ment was equally aware of the feelings
of such large number of villagers. "We

' have not forgotten their concerns and
we have provided for unique incentive
to such loyal bill payers.”
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30 MAY 2005

GANDHINAGAR, May
29. — Gujarat chief minis-
ter Mr Narendra Modi
today made it clear at a
function in Ahmedabad
that “the people of the
state will not accept any

concession made to
Pakistan regarding Sir
Creek or any other part of
the Rann of Kutch.

“The divisions were
made at the time of
Partition and no further
demarcation will be accept-
ed by the people of Guj-
arat, Mr Modi told the
audience. He, however,
had a suggestion -for the
replenishment of water
resources in the dry Kutch
region. Mr Modi said water
from Sindhu river in
Pakistan is wasted as it exits
into the sea. “This should
be directed to Kutch -and
we will make good the
expenses,” he said.

New state BJP chief: Mr
Vajubhai Vala today took
over tqok over as the pres-
ident of the BJP’s Gujarat
unit in place of Mr
Rajendrasinh Rana. Mr

G
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Modi warffing
r.on Sif [Creek

Bombs found

GANDHINAGAR, May 29. —
Four crude bombs and 14
plastic bottles full of petrol
were found just outside gate
No. 6 of the Assembly
secretariat here this

morning. The bombs were
packed in two hand-bags and
were discovered by
policemen on duty. The bomb
squad and sniffer dogs were
brought to the spot. — SNS

Vala who is at present the
finance minister in the
Modi government, s
expected to resign from
his ministerial berth soon.

With Mr Vala’s appoint-
ment,  dissidence  in
Gujarat BJP is expected to
stem down. The matter of
the BJP president has
been solved after about
two years. Now, with Mr
Vala’s expected resigna-
tion from the Cabinet,
other hopefuls can aspire
for a Cabinet berth.

In Delhi, it was the turn
of Mr LK Advani to firmly
rally behind Mr Modi
today. Mr Advani said
efforts to “demonise” Mr
Modi will not succeed.
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26 MAY 2003

Modi wants
rioters kept

out of polls

RAINISH Sharma  * ©

New Delhi, May 25

LEARNING FROM the po-
litical fallout of the Godhra
riots in the 2004 Lok Sabha
elections, the Gujarat gove-
rnmernt, in a proposal to the
Union home ministry, has
sought: an amendment in
elector-al laws to bar those
“indulging habitually in se-
rious offences related to co-
mmunal violence” from co-
ntestinig elections.

Documents accessed by
HT rewveal that the issue
was also on the agenda of
the Wesstern Zonal Council
meeting in Mumbai on Tu-
esday. The meeting, held af-
ter 11 yyears, was chaired by
home minister Shivraj Pa-
til. Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Goa and Daman and Diu
are part of the Council.

Ministry sources said the
state’s proposal would be
discusised with the law min-
istry and the EC.

This, they said, was a sig-
nificant amendment and
could be carried out only af-
ter widde consultations with
all parties, law ministry
and the EC.

The: state argued that the
move would help improve
the internal security scena-
rio by keeping a check on
“fundamentalist politics”.
It has also expressed the

f
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Amnesty rap |

AMNESTY INTERNA-
TIONAL'S annual rep-
ort, released across the
globe on Wednesday,
expressed serious con-
cern over the failure of
the Gujarat govern-
ment to bring those re-
sponsible for the post-
Godhra riots to book.
HTC, New Delhi

view that the ISI and other
subversive elements are
trying to disturb religious
and communal harmony in
coastal and border states.
For this, it has suggested
that IPC provisions on cont-
munal violence be made
more stringent.

Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi supported
the proposed Bill on com-
munal harmony, which the
UPA government plans to
introduce in the Monsoon
Session. The state however,
objected to the listing of
Surat as a “communally hy-
per sensitive area” by the
Standing Committee of the
Inter State Council.

The state has informed
the home ministry that fol-
lowing the 2002 riots the sit-
uation in Gujarat has been
peaceful.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Modi & his aides ordered
‘elimination’ of minorities
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CM Aiso Wanted Phones Tapped Aiiﬁz,.;,t Tap Cop

By Leena Misra/TNN \g\ 2

Ahmedabad: In an explosive sub-
mission to the Central Administra-
tive Tribunal (CAT) where he has
challenged his recent supersession,
additional director general of Gu-
jarat police R B Sreekumar has re-
vealed how chief minister Narendra
Modi and his bureaucrats issued il-
legal orders like “elimination” of
minorities and distorted facts about
the actual situation in the state dur-

Modi”. When Sreekumar objected
saying it was illegal, Subbarao told
him that “such action can be taken
on the basis of situational logic”.
Subbarao was not available for his
comments.

In the entries Sreekumar notes
that right from day one, Modi
wanted him to keep tabs on
Vaghela. Modi first told him on
April 16, 2002 to tap Vaghela’s
phones, then on 26 July to watch
his movements as GPCC chief, and

Sreekumar notes how top bu-
reaucrats in the state did not like
his candid presentation before
chief election commissioner J M
Lyngdoh on the prevailing scenario
in the state. He was even admon-
ished for giving a reply that did not
conform to that given by deputy PM
L K Advani before Parliament.

One entry of April 17, 2002 notes
how Modi asked director general of
police K Chakravarthi to book a
few Muslim leaders who were like-

ing his tenure as state
intelligence chief.

He also revealed
how Modi himself is-
sued instructions to
keep a watch on and
tap the phones of
state Congress chief
Shankersinh Vagh-
ela, his former cabi-
net minister Haren
Pandya and certain
Muslim police offi-
cers and municipal
corporators.

Sreekumar, whose
earlier revelations
also created a furore,
has made these reve-
lations in a blow-by-
blow account con-
tained in a “semi-offi-
cial” diary annexed
to his petition before
the CAT. This diary
contains details of
his interactions as
additional DGP (in-
telligence) between
April 16 and Septem-
ber 19, 2002 with
Modi and many oth-
ers in the state gov-
ernment.

An entry of June 28,
2002 says that after a
meeting to discuss
preparations for the
forthcoming rath ya-
tra, then chief secre-
tary G Subbarao told

Sreekumar, “if some-
one is trying to dis- °

RB Sreekumar

if someone

yatra...that
person (must)
be eliminated

~Chief secy G Subbarao

CAT lssuos noﬂce to Modl on additional DGP’s plea, Paga 8

. Ahmedabad: The Congress
© in Gujarat on Thursday de-
manded the ouster of chief
minister Narendra Modi
over the application filed by
additional DGP R B Sreeku-
mar before the Central Ad-
ministrative Tribunal (CA-
- T)accusing the government
¢ of denying him promotion
i for “politically motivated”
reasons.
+ “Modi had asked the po-
" lice officer to eliminate mi-
norities in Gujarat and pro-
tect Sangh parivar leaders.
' This exposes his criminal
., mind and we demand his im-
- mediate ouster by the BJP
high command,” GPCC pres-
ident B K Ghadyvi said.
The CAT had on Wednes-

and other government offi-

ly to disturb the hold-
ing of board examina-
tions beginning the
following day Modi
apparently suggested
that “such persons be
booked for some pend-
ing cases under inves-
tigation”. The same
day, Modi asked
Sreekumar to keep a

- watch on police in-

spector Y A Shaikh,
then in CID (crime),
Congress corporator

-+ Hasan Lala and other
;1 Congress

Cong seeks Modi's ouster

leaders
“who are allegedly in-
stigating the Muslims

| to attack the Hindus”.
day issued notices to Modi |

cials after Sreekumar filed an |

application alleging that the

government’s decision of “not .

promoting him was politically
motivated and prejudiced, as
he had exposed the govern-
ment’s role during the post-
Godhra riots”. The CAT had

asked them tc reply by May 9. |

“Sreekumar’s statements
before the CAT that Modi
had also instructed him to
tap phones of senior Con-
gress leader Shankersinh
Vaghela and slain BJP
leader Haren Pandya is also
appalling and that he (Modi)

could be booked for such of- :
fences and instructions to .

policemen,” Ghadvi said. pr

Sreekumar  says
that Modi rubbished
a note prepared by
him on the communal
situation at a meeting
on May 7, 2002, and
asked him to concen- ;
trate on “Muslim mil- !
itants”. He told him |
“not to concentrate
on the Sangh Parivar
as they are not doing
anything illegal”. In |
fact Modi said he
would provide him in-
telligence on the
Sangh Parivar. Modi
was not available to
reply to Sreekumar’s
charges.

Sreekumar was
transferred out of the
intelligence branch in

turb the rath yatra or planning to
spoil the same, that person be elim-
inated”. He added that “this is the
policy and well-considered decision
of the chief minister, Narendra

again on September 2, 2002. On
June 7, 2002, Modi’s principal sec-
retary Mishra gave Sreekumar
Haren Pandya’s mobile number
and asked him to tap the phone.

September 2002 after he submitted
a report on Modi's utterances
against minorities during the Gau-
rav yatra before the National Mi-
norities Commission.
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N 1964, Peter Griffiths became

the Member of Parliament from

Smethwick in England after an

ignominious racist campaign
won him his election. In response,
the then British Prime Minister fa-
mously retorted that Mr. Griffith
would “serve the rest of his term (in
Parliament) ... as a parliamentary
leper.” Those politicians responsible
for genocidal violence, fascism and
communal strife are political out-
casts — both in and out of the coun-
try in which they live. Many people
feel that Narendra Modi falls in this
class of politicians and deserves to be
treated as such.

This view is not shared by the BJP
and others who revere Mr. Modi as
an electoral mascot. Since the Guj-
arat riots of 2002, report after report
criticised his Government for inac-
tion, indifference and complicity
whilst Gujarat witnessed riots, arson,
pillage and murder. The view was
supported by the National Human
Rights Commission, which did not
get responsible responses from the
Gujarat Government. Nothing could
have been more embarrassing for
Mr. Modi than the Supreme Court
speaking of ‘modern-day Neros’
when it transferred the Best Bakery
case to Maharashtra because it be-
lieved Gujarat could not provide jus-
tice in the case in which Muslims
were torched alive. Despite this, the
BJP stood by Mr. Modi. When the
young BJP politician, Smriti Irani,
raised the banner of revolt in 2004 to
demand Mr. Modi's removal, she had
to withdraw her demand within 12
hours of making it! But although
many believe that Mr. Modi and his
Government have brought shame to
both Gujarat and India, the BJP
maintains that as Chief Minister of a
BJP-ruled State, he is officially entit-
led to universal respect and concern.

The present controversy has arisen
because on March 18, 2005, Mr. Modi
was denied a visa for a private visit to

the United States on the invitation of

the Asian-American Hotel Owners’
Association. As far as the Indian law
is concerned, even after Maneka
Gandhi’s case (1978), the right to
travel abroad has not been recog-
nised as fundamental. American au-
thorities maintain they acted
according to law. Under Section
214(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, Mr. Modi was denied a
diplomatic visa because he was on a
private visit. Likewise, Section 212(a)
2)(g) obliges the U.S. immigration

By Rajeev Dhavan

The controversy over the U.S. denial of a visa to
Narendra Modi cannot be raised to the level of
an international crisis.

authorities to deny a visa to “any gov-
ernment official who was responsible
for, or directly carried out, at any
time, particularly severe violations of
religious freedom.” The law is unusu-
ally phrased, but is not, by itself, un-
usual. Instead of the general category
of ‘undesirable alien,’ this provision
is specific and concerned with the
complicity of government officials in
“severe violations of religious free-
dom.” Since Mr. Modi was not on a
diplomatic visit, this clause applied.

How is a U.S. official to go about
his business of enforcing such a law?
Can he ignore it? Or must he make a

sentatives passed a resolution saying
it “condemns the conduct of Chief
Minister Narendra Modi for condon-
ing or inciting bigotry and intoler-
ance against any religious group in
India, including people of the Chris-
tian and Islamic faiths.” This is a res-
olution by one of the Houses of the
highest legislature in America.
Indians may not like these reports.
Significantly, for the years 2002-04,
neither the NDA Government at the
Centre nor Mr. Modi made a public
issue of these reports or the indict-
ments in them. In any event, no U.S.
immigration official discharging his

reasonable decision

LAW AND SOCIETY

duty under Section

on the material avail-
able to him? Should the U.S. Embas-
sy in India have asked Mr. Modi to
present himself for interrogation? Or
left this for his arrival in New York?
On March 18, Mr. Modi asked: “On
what judicial evidence has the U.S.
based its conclusion about the vio-
lation of religious freedom?” But ju-
dicial evidence is not necessary in
such cases.

In 1998, the U.S. set up an official
Commission under the International
Religious Freedom Act which reports
on denial of religious freedom
throughout the world. Whether the
U.S. should become the moral po-
liceman of the world is another mat-
ter. The Report of the U.S. Religious
Commission of 2002 concluded that
the Gujarat Government’s complicity
in perpetrating religious atrocities
“was tacit if not explicit.”

In 2003, the U.S. Commission
drew further conclusions on further
actions and inactions in Gujarat. In
May 2004, the Commission criticised
Mr. Modi by name and even called
upon the BJP to denounce the RSS
and anti-religious policies to recom-
mend that India be treated as a
‘Country of Particular Concern.’
These reports have to be read with
the U.S. Department of State’s Coun-
try Reports on Human Rights in India
from 2002 — specitically referring to
Gujarat and Mr. Modi's “disrespect-
ful remarks about Muslims” in his
speeches. On March 15, 2005, the
U.S. Religious Commission sent a
special report advising against Mr.
Modi's visit. More significantly, on
the same day, the House of Repre-

212 of the Immigra-
tion Act could possibly ignore these
reports. And if they are taken into ac-
count, there can be little doubt that
under the American law, the decision
to deny Mr. Modi entry into the Unit-
ed States was valid and proper.

Now can it be argued that there
was a serious violation of interna-
tional law and policy? The preamble
to the Vienna Convention on Diplo-
matic Relations, 1961, emphasises
that “the purpose of (diplomatic) ...
privileges and immunities is not to
benefit individuals but to ensure the
efficient performance of the function
of diplomatic missions as represent-
ing (nation) states.” Quite apart from
the fact that diplomatic status could
have been refused, Mr. Modi has no
special privileges as an individual
and was not representing India. He
was not even on an official or trade
mission. He was merely an individual
on a private visit.

However, under pressure from the
BJP and its chorus of voices, on
March 18, the Centre protested say-
ing the U.S. Government’s action
“displays lack of courtesy and sensi-
tivity towards a constitutionally
elected Chief Minister of a State. in
India.” Is this really an international
discourtesy? All countries retain the
right to ostracise both individuals
and countries who they feel are un-
worthy. By limiting its boycott to the
denial of an individual visa, America
has stayeéd within diplomatic limits
to enforce its immigration law. Mr.
Modi’s view that this was an insult to
the Indian Constitution is not even
shared by many Indians who believe

- Legality of denying visa

-
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thgt it 1}5 Mr. Modi's Government that
has undermined constitutional gov-
ernance in India.

America’s decision on Mr. Modi
does not necessarily open up a diplo-
matic Pandora’s Box. India too re-
tains the right to deny entry to such
government officials of other coun-
tries whose entry it considers unde-
sirable. This is one moral right that
every nation is obliged to retain.
Some states go further. They have
passed extra-territorial laws to try
dictators for international crimes
against human rights even if com-
mitted outside the territories of these
states.

These laws were invoked against
President Augusto Pinochet who
sought cover of extradition proce-
dures. Apart from its Alien Tort
Claims Act of 1789, the U.S. also en-
acted the extra-territorial Torture
Victim Protection Act, 1992. India
claims jurisdiction over its own citi-
zens abroad and wants to extend this
to various classes of international
criminals. Along with America, India
has not objected to the various in-
ternational tribunals on atrocities in
Rwanda and former Yugoslavia but
refuses to accede to the jurisdiction
of the International Criminal Court.

India is answerable to various hu-
man rights committees set up by the
United Nations to which periodic re-
ports are submitted by the Govern-
ment. In other words, India broadly
accepts that there are valid interna-
tional law norms that can be taken
into account while adjudging the
quality of a nation’s governance. In-
dia is not answerable to America for
what it does but it is answerable to
the peoples of the world. There are
moral humanitarian issues on which
all peoples and all nations are entit-
led to take a stand.

The controversy over the U.S. de-
nial of a visa to Mr. Modi cannot be
raised to the level of an international
crisis. It is just another reminder to
the politicians of the world that they
are not just accountable to their own
electorates but to the peopies and
nations of the world who must even-
tually decide who must be ostracised
as a political outcast and who must
not. America’s denial of a visa to Mr.
Modi was neither a constitutional af-
front nor a diplomatic insult to India.
Mr. Modi has no social, political or
diplomatic immunity to shield him
from what the global community
thinks of him. Mr. Modi is out of line,
not the U.S. Government.



J 1ndal Bansi’s son killed

Chopper crashes
in Saharanpur

Utpal Parashar and Agencies
Mahmgi (Saharanpur), March 31

TWO HARYANA cabinet ministers were killed in
a helicopter crash at Mahmgi village, 45 km from
Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh on Thursday after-
noon. The pilot too died.

The two ministers — power minister Om
Prakash Jindal (also a noted industrialist) and
agriculture minister Surender Singh (son of for-
mer Haryana chief minister Bansi Lal) — were
killed on the spot. The pilot, T.S. Chauhan, died on
the way to hospital. Two others injured — Ved
Goyal, a relative of Jindal, and head constable
Vinod Yadav — were admitted to the Saharanpur
distriet hospital.

The accident took place around 1 pm when the
five-seat Eurocopter Colibri £C 120B chopper
“fell from the sky” into a wheat field near the vil-
lage. Official sources in Chandigarh said the vic-
tims were going from Chandigarh to Delhi.

Preliminary reports suggest that the accident
occurred due to some technical fault. Sources re-
ported Goyal as saying 30 minutes into the flight,
at 2,000 ft: "The engine has failed, sir.” He tried to
control the chopper, but it crashed within the
next 45 seconds — indicating that the pilot got
very little time. The helicopter tilted and fell on
the pilot's side. Goyal and Yadav survived by
virtue of being the other side.

The scene at the accident site suggested the chop-
per did not catch fire upon crashing. However, the
entire left side of the craft was mangled.

"We saw the aircraft falling rapidly while flying
over our village,” said Ajaib Singh, a resident of
Mahmgi. "At first we thought it would fall right into
the middle of the village, but it veered off and
crashed in a field at the last minute.”

The bodies of Surender Singh (59) and Jindal
(75) were taken to the civil hospital. The crema-
tions will take place on Friday.

Both of them had been inducted into the Hoo-
da cabinet after the Congress returned to power
in Haryana after nine years.

Jindal had been elected to the state assembly
for the third time from Hissar. He was elected MP
from Kurukshetra in 1996. Father of Lok Sabha
MP Navin Jindal, he was elected three times to
the Haryana Assembly — in 1991, 2000 and 2005.

Surender Singh, younger brother of BCCI presi-
dent Ranbir Mahendra, returned to the assembly
as agriculture minister after 22 years.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation has
ordered an inquiry into the crash.

See also Page 2
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FALLING FROM
THE SKIES

The single-engine EC-120B Celibri which
crashed was a recent addition to the Jindal
fleet. It lost contact with Air Traffic Control
tower at Sarsawa Air Force Station at 1247 p.
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Engine failure?

Goyal says pi
them engine
Preliminary
suggest the
technical fault

[~~~ The chopper
/ . mThe five-seater
f‘Eumcopter (EC-120)
.+Helonged to tindal
Group’s India Flysafe
Aviation Ltd

& Acquired last December,
the helicopter had
logged 110 hours of
flying

= The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has
instituted an inquiry
into the crash

Last flight

Jindal (left} & Surender Singh
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The US gives India with one hand to take away with another

y Modi piped down

SUNANDAK. DATTA-RAY

arendra Modi’s tan-
trums would have
been of little account
if private hankering
for the United States of
America were not now also an es-
sential — and, perhaps, necessary
— part of public diplomacy. Sign of
changing times, while a defiant
Hiren Mukherjee was once content
to sit it out at New York airport
without a visa, a grateful Jyoti Basu
promised not to indulge in politics
in the USif they granted him a visa.

Modi’s loss is the government’s
grievance, now that Condoleeza
Rice’s mission has reminded us
again that support for Pakistan, ir-
respective of the regime there, is
the one constant in the flux of
American policy changes. In spite of
bus and cricket bonhomie, India’s
political relations with a neighbour
basking in the glow of the US secre-
tary of state’s approbation are des-
tined for a rough patch. Encouraged
by his mentor, Pervez Musharraf is
already returning to a strident pos-
ture on Kashmir while his foreign
minister accuses India of reneging
on an agreement on Siachen. Nor
can the smaller countries of south
Asia fail to draw a lesson from
Rice’s compliments to Pakistan’s
military ruler as America’s sturdy
ally against the forces of terror,
with only a token mention of the
democracy that is supposed to lie at
the heart of George W. Bush’s global
crusade,

Jawaharlal Nehru might have
retorted “Just as well!” to the re-
fusal to grant Modi a visa. But that
would not have honestly reflected
Indian thinking even then. “When I
call on cabinet ministers, the presi-
dent or governors, they all love to
talk about their sons, sons-in-law
and daughters in the US and how
well they’re doing and how well
they like things,” mused William B.
Saxbe, American ambassador in the
Seventies. “The next day I read in
the papers the very same people are
denouncing the US as a totally dif-
ferent kind of country,” With people
like Modi setting such high store by
the connection, and almost every
educated urban Indian a potential
green card petitioner, Oscar Wilde’s
aphorism about good Americans
and Paris can be adapted to read
that good Indians go to New York
before they die.

any sense of self-respect,

Modi piped down when he ad-
dressed expatriate Gujaratis via
satellite. Forgetting earlier bluster,
he praised Uncle Sam and blamed
only wicked non-resident Indians.
But though the US state department
has assured India that this petty
controversy has no bearing on bilat-
eral relations, the denial does reek
of the moral high ground that the
US claims for itself. It reflects Amer-
ica’s self-image as “emperor of the

T hat is why, unconstrained by

world”, to cite George Fernandes,
and its understanding of its global
responsibilities.

That might have been more con-
vincing if the Americans them-
selves had not rejected the concept
of universal justice enshrined in
the International Criminal Court.
Otherwise, it might have been ar-
gued that the law dispensed with po-
litical boundaries long before eco-
nomic globalization just as the trade
union movement was a torchbearer
of internationalism. I recall an oc-
casion when print-workers in a
Fleet Street office downed tools the
moment a Sri Lankan newspaper

proprietor, visiting England as a
government guest, entered it. Ap-
parently, the Sri Lankan newspaper
had behaved badly with its London
correspondent (a Sri Lankan) who
had complained to the National
Union of Journalists, of which he
was a member. The NUJ instructed
all its units to display their disap-
proval of the Sri Lankan organiza-
tion’s conduct. Understandably, per-
haps, the US shrinks from such ret-
ributive reaction.

All the same, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s need for a tub to thump
or the eternal search for slights by
notoriously thin-skinned Indians
should not be allowed to inflate the
importance of the Modi affair. Man-
mohan Singh rightly acknowledged
the US’s “sovereign right” to refuse
entry to anyone it chooses. All coun-
tries exercise that right, often with-
out giving a reason. India does so
too. Sovereignty cannot be account-
able to an external authority.

It is neither here nor there that
Modi holds elective office or that the
charges against him have not been
proved. A visa-granting authority

might refer to an applicant’s domes-
tic credentials but cannot be bound
by them. Otherwise, someone like
Slobodan Milosevic would be enti-
tled to demand admission to any
country in the world. Though some
of history’s worst tyrants boast the
imprimatur of the hustings, elec-
toral legitimacy proves nothing in
this age of money and muscle
manipulation.

What concerns India is how the
US uses its power in the unipolar
world it commands. In the past, it
used that power to keep India in
what Americans no doubt thought
of as its place. The origins of that

‘ Forgetting earlier
bluster, Modi praised
Uncle Sam and blamed

only wicked NRis ,

Cold War strategy lay in a 1947 state
department memorandum that
“from the military point of view, the
countries of South Asia excepting
Pakistan have, under present and
prospective conditions, little value
to the US.” Pakistan provided bases
and watchposts on the fringes of the
enemy’s sprawling empire. It was
the potential launching pad of an
invasion of the Soviet heartland.
American policy in Europe and
the Far East has changed dramati-
cally since then. But time seems to
stand still in south Asia. In spite of
an incremental increase in India-
US economic and strategic coopera-
tion — borne out by the latest propo-
sal for a defence agreement — Ame-
rica’sregional priorities remain the
same. If India is less an adversary,

Pakistan is even more a friend.

Larry Pressler, the former re-
publican senator from South Dako-
ta who thwarted the sale of 28 F-16s
to Pakistan, attributes this to the
continuing influence of what
Dwight D. Eisenhower called “the
military-industrial complex”. That
ties in with A.B. Rosenthal’s analy-
sis in the New York Timesthat many
US officials prefer Pakistan to India
not despite its militarism but be-
cause of it. “Man, the military fel-
lows can get things done for you.”
With Pakistan remaining central to
all American calculations, US plan-
ners advance different reasons at
different times for continuing the
same policy.

First, it was the Soviet threat,
then securing Afghanistan for the
free world, then getting rid of the
taliban, and now the war against
Osama bin Laden and Al Qaida.
Those military fellows can get it
done, even if the evidence suggests
otherwise.

ly repeated claim that the

world’s oldest and largest
democracies are natural allies. Val-
ues have never played any part in
the hard reality of US foreign policy
but it should be enough for India
that a coalescence of national inter-
ests has brought the two countries
closer. But Rice’s reiteration of her
boss’s promise during his first term
to remove the “hyphen” between
the two countries is a facile public
relations exercise that exploits Indi-
an gullibility Whether or not the US
hyphenates its relations with the
two neighbours, everything it does
in relation to Pakistan resonates in
India.

Bush first praised Musharraf
even before his election. Colin Pow-
ell then anointed Pakistan Ameri-

’s “major non-Nato ally.” Rice has

S o much then for the constant-

ca’s
now promised to sell the F-16s for
which Pakistan has been clamour-
ing since the Eighties. They will be
of no use against shadowy jihadis.
But as with all the sophisticated
hardware (especially tanks and sub-
marines) the US has given Pakistan
over the years, they can — and will
— be deployed against India. Even if
they are not, the possibility will
compel New Delhi to squander
money on similar or better fighters.
Bush is sparking another arms race
in the subcontinent.

It bears repeating in this context
that Pakistan’s GDP is one-eighth of
India’s. It has one-seventh the popu-
lation and one-fifth the area.
Thanks to the US and China, only
its military strength enables it to
claim parity with India. Irrespec-
tive of the Modi fracas, there will be
no stability in south Asia as long as
that pretension lasts; and the pre-
tension will continue as long as it
suits the Americans to give India
with one hand and take it away with
the other.




Modi sings new tune

NEW DELHI, March 27.
— First, Mr Narendra
Modi was denied a visa to
go to the USA. Then he
had to cancel his UK trip.
As a face-saver, it was said
that the Prime Minister
and the Union home min-
ister had requested him
not to go ahead with his
visit to Britain owing to
security reasons.

The PMO strongly deni-
ed this saying no such re-
quest was made. What was
meant to be a face-saver,
left the BJP squirming.
And today, the Gujarat
chief minister was heard
singing a different tune.

Mr Modi told a TV chan-
nel that whatever had hap-
pened after Godhra “did
not do credit to any
civilised society”. He added
that he was not against
Islam but against jihad and

terrorism. No true Hindu
can be against Islam beca-
use Hinduism teaches equ-
ality of all religions, he said.
But when asked if he felit
that he had become an int-
ernational symbol of hate,
Mr Modi replied: “It is not
for me to analyse (this) but
for my critics to do so0.”

Asked whether the US
action was a slap on him
and whether he would
take corrective measures,
Mr Modi, in an oblique
criticism of Washington,
said there was no judicial
system in the world in
which the same person can
level the charge and also
pass judgment. He also
suggested that the denial
of a visa to him was like
President George W Bush
taking a leaf from RJID
chief Mr Lalu Prasad’s
criticism of him to project
a secular face.

The Gujarat chief minis-
ter also attacked “five-star

% .

activists” in the country
for indulging in acts that
tarnish the image of India,
only to bag international
awards and aid.

The denial from the
PMO in connection with
the cancellation of Mr
Modi’s UK trip and the
Congress accusing him of
politicising the issue has
put the BIP on the defen-
sive. “It does not matter
who called up whom, the
fact is that the Govern-
ment of India expressed its
fears on Mr Modi’s visit to
London and asked him to
reconsider his decision,”
BJP spokesperson Mr VK
Malhotra said today.

But for the Congress it
was an opportunity to crit-
icise the chief minister.
“Mr Modi unnecessarily
dragged the PMO and
politicised the issue .to
serve his vested inter€sts,”
said Congress leader Mrs
Ambika Soni.

-
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Gandhinagar, March 21:
Trademark arrogance miss-
ing and face not betraying any
signs of rancour, Narendra
Modi today came across as al-
most too large-hearted as wo-
rds of praise for the US flowed
over satellite to his Gujarati
friends overseas.

“India and the US are the
two largest democracies of the
world. They are tied together
by many common traditions
and beliefs,” he said cheerful-
1y, addressing the Indian-Ame-
rican crowd at Madison Squa-
re Garden in New York as tho-
ugh the visa refusal row had
not happened.

Studiously avoiding any
America-bashing during the
teleconference and being all
praises for Indo-US friendship
instead, he appeared to be
proving a point as he refused
toretaliate to the visa snub.

“IT'have no grievance again-
st the US or the people of that
country over the visa denial...
I have no reaction, I believe
only in action,” Modji, dressed
in an orange kurta, said.

Modi addresses the Indian-American gathering in New York
from his official residence in Gandhinagar. (PTi)

“I take inspiration from
Gandhiji and believe in Gand-
hian methods to fight injus-
tice.”

But the chief minister insi-
sted his “brothers and sisters”
in faraway US should ensure
that “opinion about your mot-
herland is not formed on the
basis of propaganda and the
contention of a handful of ves-
ted interests”. There should be
verification of facts, he said.

Going on to liberally tug at

THE TELEGRAPH

the heartstrings of the 5,000-
strong community, he said the
reason Indo-US friendship
was flourishing was the Gujar-
ati diaspora in that country.

Whether he was in New
York or not, “my heart is there
at your function”, Modi said.
“Gujarat remains yours as it
ever was.”

Dubbing Gujarat the “gro-
wth engine of India”, he said
the state represented the “very
best” of India and was among

€ ﬁ)n video, Modi goes mild

“the most progressive and pro-
mising”.

“I will see to it that Gujarat
becomes a global destination
where some day Americans
will line up for visa.”

Modi said the best way an
overseas Gujarati could con-
tribute to his motherland was
by motivating at least five fam-
iliesto visit India. If 5lakh Gu-
jaratis motivated 25 lakh fami-
lies, the tourism industry wo-
uld get a big boost, he said.

Stirring national pride as
he fielded a query on brain
drain, he said: “Let Indian
brain reach every nook
and corner of the world. There
isno dearth of brain in India.”

The only occasion Modi
was a trifle critical about the
US was when he said it was gi-
ven to treating military dicta-
tors rather too well.

The teleconference began
in the hall of the chief minis-
ter’s official residence at 5 am.
Since 3 am, Modi’s additional
principal secretary A.K. Shar-
maand IT secretary J.N. Singh
were seen busily instructing
technicians to set up a link
that would not crash midway.
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AHMEDABAD/NEW DELHI,
March 18. — “The one-sided US
decision amounts to an insult to
India’s Constitution and self-
respect,” was Mr Narendra Mo-
di’s reaction to the US move. It
only exposes Washington’s atte-
mpt to show this country in “poor
light”. He intends to write to the
Prime Minister.

Mr Modi pointed out that “no
court had given any decision”
against his government or him-
self on the Gujarat riots. He had
received the “political clearance”
from the Prime Minister before
applying for the visa two months
ago. “No country can impose its
laws on the citizens of another
country while granting visas. If an
American citizen wants to come
to India, are we going to question
what the Americans did in Iraq
and deny him visa?”

He questioned the decision to
revoke his tourist/business visa,
issued in 1998, just two days
before his visit to the USA.
“What happened in Gujarat was
in 2002. Why didn’t they cancel
my visa earlier?”

Purely legal

WASHINGTON, March 18. — The
USA today described its decision to
deny a visa to Mr Narendra Modi
as a purely legal matter and not a
reflection on India’s political or
judicial system.

This was the first time the US law
under which Mr Modi was denied
the visa had been used, said State
Department official Mr Len
Scensny. “The law is relatively new.
Our job is to carry out the US law;”
Mr Scensny said. Asked if the
decision had been taken by Ms
Condoleeza Rice, Mr Scensny said:
“It's not the secretary’s job to make
this decision, but she’s aware of it.
We sent out the instructions to our
Delhi office last night and told

1A 4%

“The decision is

totally
against democracy, human
rights, and is a violation of judi-
cial norms,” he said. “This
clearly shows that the intention
of America is only to insult and
downgrade India.”

The BJP, the Congress and the
CPI criticised the US decision.
Congress spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma said the issue should be
looked at beyond politics. “Mr
Modi holds a constitutional post,
and he should not be denied the

an scream

The decision clearly
shows that the US
intention is only to

insult and downgrade

India. f an American

citizen wants to come
to India, are we going
to question what the

Americans did in Iraq
and deny him visa?

diplomatic visa. He is a chief
minister and he has every right to
go on a diplomatic visa.”

BJP praised the Centre’s “pro-
mpt action” and criticised the
USA's “intruding into our dome-
stic affairs”. CPI's Mr Gurudas
Dasgupta called the action a “di-
scourtesy”. CPI-M MP Mr Nilot-
pal Basu remarked: “BJP leaders
like Jaswant Singh and Yashwant
Sinha are better equipped to off-
er explanations as their relations
with Washington are very good.”

maiter: State Department

Modi's people this morning.”

The US law used to deny Mr Modi
a visa has been in existence for
several years. But before December
2004, it applied to religious rights
violations committed in the two-year
period prior to a person’s applying
for a visa. A December 2004
revision removed the two-year
provision and it now applies to
anyone who had anything to do
with severe religious persecution,
regardless of when that occurred.
So when Mr Modi applied, though it
was just a little over two years
since the Gujarat violence
occurred, he was held accountable.
“We looked at the law and the
judgment we made in our own

human rights report,” Mr Scensny
said. “The law says ‘any foreign
government official who was resp-
onsible for or directly carried out, at
any time, particularly severe viola-
tions of religious freedom, is ineligi-
ble for a visa to the USA,” he said.
Mr Modi had applied for a diploma-
tic visa and was denied that becau-
se he was not coming on a diplo-
matic visit. “But he also had a B-
visa and we cancelled that as well,”
he said. Asked whether it was a
well-thought-out move, Mr Scensny
said: “| think a lot of thought went
into this” However, Mr Scensny
emphasised: “This is not an attempt
by the US to intervene in India’s
justice system.” — |IANS
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SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2005

. ARACE TO THE BOTTOM - -

IT HAS BEEN a competitive debasement of values
in Goa over the last four weeks, with not just the
Congress and the BJP but the two constitutional
functionaries — the Speaker and the Governor —
using more foul means than fair to shape govern-
ment formation. The Bharatiya Janata Party, des-
perate to keep the Parrikar Government alive,
called to its aid the Speaker who could not save
the Government but could make it impossible for
the Congress to hold on to power. And if the Con-
gress was successful in pushing the BJjP regime
out, its attempt to take office through the agency
of former Congressman, Governor S.C. Jamir, has
turned out to be a botched deal — it has been
tainted by the same type of manipulated voting
that brought about the dismissal of the Parrikar
Government. Politically, it has been a virtual re-
play of the confidence vote the Parrikar Govern-
ment sought, and the BJP cannot really complain
against the tables being turned now. In constitu-
tional terms, however, if an outcome manipulated
by a partisan Speaker could not be taken as a true
indication of the support for the Parrikar regime
within the Assembly last time, it cannot legitimise
the Rane Government either. Whatever Mr. Ja-
mir’s predilections in the situation, the Centre
could not allow double standards to be applied
and in imposing President’s Rule without waiting
for his recommendation, the right thing has at last
been done. The invoking of Article 356 will now
have to go before Parliament, with the State As-
sembly suspended, and it remains to be seen how
the politics of approval will play out in the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. The prospects of
forming a viable government out of the Assembly
as it stands seem quite remote. At least five by-
elections brought on by resignations of MLAs in
recent weeks are due to be held and if they can be
completed within the time taken for Parliament to
consider the situation, one or the other side may
gain a majority. The much better course, which is
likely to have a wholesome and cleansing effect in
an atmosphere of all round venality, will be for
Parliament to approve the proclamation, after
which the Assembly can be dissolved and elec-
tions held to bring in a new House.

It all started with the fragile situation the BJP-
led Government, formed after the elections of

TRE oy

2002 with the support of smaller parties and inde-
pendents, was placed in, and even a routine
change of portfolio of a Minister could spark a
major revolt, with four supporting legislators re-
signing from the Assembly. The resignations
themselves, obviously induced by the Congress,
are the more drastic alternatives to the party splits
that have been barred along with outright defec-
tions under the amended anti-defection law.
Faced with a loss of majority, the BJP sought to
disqualify an independent MLA who had declared
his support for the Congress on the ground that he
had joined the BJP earlier. Even before the dis-
qualification petition could be decided upon, the
Speaker in a blatantly partisan move had the MLA
physically removed during the vote, prompting the
Congress to walk out. As though that were not
enough, the presiding officer counted an Opposi-
tion legislator for the Government, before pro-
nouncing it had won the vote. The Parrikar
Government could not legitimately be allowed to
continue on the basis of such a blatantly manip-
ulated floor test.

Act I turned out to be equally murky, with the
Governor swearing in Pratapsinh Rane hurriedly
and not even setting a date for him to prove his
majority support. In a bid to tilt the numbers in its
favour, the Congress persuaded a BJP MLA to re-
sign from the Assembly, but with the Speaker dis-
qualifying a Congress supporter and then
resigning along with the Deputy Speaker, the num-
bers were distinctly unfavourable to the Rane Gov-
ernment, with both sides tied at 17. It was in this
situation that Mr. Rane “won” the vote after the
pro tem Speaker prevented an MLA facing a dis-
qualification petition from voting and used his
own vote to break the 16-16 tie. In all, it has been a
no-holds-barred, sordid story of induced resigna-
tions, blatantly partisan disqualifications, vote ma-
nipulation, swearing in a new government in
indecent haste in the dead of night — and clearly,
in terms of political decency, a race to the bottom.
As in the case of the drama now being played out
in Jharkhand, Goa is an object lesson in the havoc
political partisans in constitutional offices that call
for a fair and impartial enforcement of the rules of
the game can inflict in situations of narrow and
shifting majorities.
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President’s rule was
~ only option: BJIP

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 4. Impo-
sition of President’s Rule in
Goa was the “only option”
left to the Centre after its
Government failed to pass
the confidence test on the
floor of the Assembly, ‘de-
spite all kinds of manoeu-
vres’, the Bharatiya Janata
Party said here today.

The general secretary,
Pramod Mahajan, said he
hoped that when Parlia-
ment meets the Govern-
ment would suggest early
elections in Goa so that a
popularly-elected govern-
ment can once again be
formed.

““We can hardly welcome
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rule, but it was the
only option before the
Centre. The Congress
changed the Governor and
then used him to destabil-
ise our government,” Mr.
Mahajan said, charging
that defections were engi-
neered, the anti-defection
law was circumvented, a
duly-elected Chief Minis-
ter, Manchar Parrikar, was

dismissed, and an attempt
was made to legitimise the
Pratapsinh. Rane Govern-
ment. ‘“‘When all that failed
they imposed President’s
Rule.”

“A fraud”

Earlier, the party de-
scribed the vote of confi-
dence ‘won’ by the
Congress-led Rane Gov-
ernment in Goa as a “fraud
on the Constitution” and
“thoroughly shameful.”

The party demanded —
and this was what hap-
pened a few hours later —
that the Governor, S.C. Ja-
mir, not give his approval
to the vote of confidence
and was hoping that Presi-
dent’s Rule would be im-
posed and early elections
called.

The BJP said before the
trust vote the Governor
had assured its leaders that
the pro tem Speaker had
been specifically told that
no other business should
be taken up except the vote
of confidence. They were
angry that while the pro
tem Speaker did not dis-
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qualify Mr. Saldanha, his
action of not taking into
account his vote had the
same effect. “How could he |
have not allowed a legiti-
mate member of the As-
sembly to vote ... this was
shameful,” they said.

They pointed out that
the Goa issue was already
before the Supreme Court
and was expected to come
up on Monday, March 7,
when lawyers of Mr. Parri-
kar, would bring up this
latest development to the
notice of the court. The
party would decide its fur-
ther strategy on Goa after
the Supreme Court gave its
view.

The BJP had considered
asking all its MLAs and
those supporting it to re-
sign from the Assembly in
the event of the Centre not
imposing President’s Rule.

Earlier the BJP had fa-
voured restoration of the
Parrikar Government, but |
today the mood was for |
early elections, a demand |
made a few days back by
former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.
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Speaker seals
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OUR BUREAU

Panaji/New Delhi, March 4:
Goa’s acting Speaker used his
casting vote today to save the
month-old Congress gover-
nment only to have the Centre
impose President’s rule, call-
ing the proceedings “wrong”.

Acting Speaker Francisco
Sardinha moved the motion
after ruling that UGDP legisla-
tor Matanhy Saldanha, who is
backing the BJP against his
party’s diktat, was not entitled
to vote. Saldanha is facing a
disqualification petition that
Congress’s Jitendra Desh-
prabhu has filed.

Amid loud BJP protests,
ousted chief minister Mano-
har Parrikar asked Saldanha
to stand and be counted. The
parties, with an effective
strength of 34 in the 40-mem-
ber House, were tied at 16-16
following the disqualification.

The acting Speaker; elected
as a Congress member, said he
would use his casting vote in
favour of the confidence mo-
tion, thus helping the Prat-
apsinh Rane government win.

Three hours later, however,
the Union cabinet “took suo
motu action without waiting
for any recommendation from
the governor” to “impose Pre-
sident’s rule in Goa and keep
the Assembly in suspended
animation”.

“It was not proper not to
allow one member to vote and
then get the confidence moti-
on passed with a casting vote
given by the Speaker. This is
exactly what was done by the
previous government. If that
is wrong, this is also wrong,”
home minister Shivraj Patil

Qoa vote

[ S

said after the cabinet meeting.

Parrikar called the vote a
“sham” and contended that
Sardinha had no right to bar a
legislator from voting. His
party said an acting Speaker
has no power to “requalify or
disqualify”” a member.

The Constitution allows an
acting Speaker all the powers
of a Speaker and his actions
inside the House are as valid
as that of the latter. “All pow-
ers of the Speaker are vested
in acting Speaker,” said Shanti
Bhushan, constitutional law-
ver and former Union law
minister.

He defended the “letter of
governor S.C. Jamir” that had
“pointed out that Sardinha
would discharge the functions
of the Speaker on an acting
basis during the vote of
confidence”.

Bhushan said a member of
the House had to be appointed
to the chair in the absence of
the Speaker and the deputy
speaker, both of whom had re-
signed in Goa.

The Speaker’s decision, ho-
wever, can be challenged in a
court of law. M.N. Krishnama-
ni, former president of the
Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion, said the acting Speaker’s
action could thus be legaily
challenged as it “is question-
able”. This, he added, “is cer-
tain to be reflected on Monday
when the Supreme Court
takes up the issue for further
hearings”.

The court, on Parrikar’s
petition challenging his reg-
ime’s dismissal, today said it
would watch the Goa develop-
ments and hear the matter
on Monday.
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/ Dissolve Goa Assembly,
. says Vajpayee o\

> K(,_/By Our Special Correspondent <), fL)
1.5
NéDVDELHI, MARCH 1. The former Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, said today that the
Goa Assembly should be dissolved and new
elections ordered to end the political stale-
mate there. He criticised the Governor, S.C.
Jamir, for “dismissing an elected BJP Govern-
ment” and “crossing the limits of his powers.”
He was addressing a meeting of the BJP par-
liamentary party here.
The Goa issue was raised by the BJP through
i an adjournment motion in the Lok Sabha this
morning, but was disallowed by the Speaker
on the ground that the matter was in court
and that it concerned a Governor.
The BJP decided at the parliamentary party
; meeting that it would press for the adjourn-
i ment motion. Later, there were uproarious
| scenes in the House when the issue was not
| taken up, forcing the Speaker to adjourn the

l House for the day.
|
\

Mr. Vajpayee told reporters that “democra-
+ cy has been murdered in Goa ... this is not a
good precedent ... the Governor crossed the
| limits of his powers.” At the start of the Goa
t crisis, the BJP had demanded that the Gover-
\ nor be recalled and the Parrikar Government
i be reinstated. But today Mr. Vajpayee de-
| manded the dissolution of the Assembly.
’ The change in stand is apparently due to
| the changed circumstances — one more BJP
| MLA has resigned (the resignation by four
| MLAs earlier had triggered the Goa crisis) and
! party strategists had asked the Speaker, Vish-
Jl was Satarkar, to resign yesterday when the
{ Rane Government was to move a motion of |
) confidence. Since the Speaker does not vote, |
| his resignation helped the BJP add one more |
] to its falling strength. At present, the BJP and |
| its supporters do not seem to have the num- |
' bers with them, hence a change of stand.




Rane to seek vote\b/efore budget :

By Anil Sastry )&Q A\

PANAJ, MARCH 1. The Goa Chief
Minister, Pratapsinh Rane, who
could not seek a vote of confi-
dence on Monday, following re-
signations of the Speaker and
the Deputy Speaker, today said
he would present the budget on
March 28. He said “very soon”
he would seek the vote of confi-
dence well before the budget.

After the Cabinet meeting
here today, Mr. Rane told re-
porters that as the House was
adjourned sine die on Monday,
it has to be prorogued by the
Governor and reconvened at a
later date. He said that the Gov-
ernment would urge the Elec-
tion Commission to hold early
byelections for the five constitu-
encies that became vacant due
to the resignation of BJP MLAs.

Asked about the disruption of
Parliament proceedings by NDA
members today, Mr. Rane said
there was nothing new in it. “Ev-
ery time they do it.” He said the
Government was functioning
and the full Cabinet was taking
decisions.

On the forgery allegation re-
garding the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Filipe Neri Rodrigues’
disqualification  proceedings,
Mr. Rane saidthe police were
‘going slow’ on the instructions
of the former Speaker, Vishwas
Satarkar. They would now in-
vestigate the case speedily, he
said. »

‘Intimidatory tactics’

The ousted Chief Minister,
Manohar Parrikar, alleged that
the Rane Government resorted
to intimidatory tactics by pres-
suring the police to investigate
the alleged forgery case and ar-
rest the petitioner and MLA, Sa-

W]
danand Shet Tafvade.

Mr. Parrikan told reporters
here today that\fresh summons
had been issued on Mr. Tanvade
asking him to appear before the
police for investigation and cau-
tioned the Government that the
BJP would fight it on every pos-
sible forum.

He said he was surprised by
the Director-General of Police’s
justification that he had taken
advice from the Advocate-Gen-
eral (AG) and the Law Secretary.
He said the DGP should have
sought the advice of the Secre-
tary-General of the Lok Sabha
and not that of the AG, “who has
been a lawyer of the Congress.”

“By doing all these, they are
digging their own grave,” he
said. He said it was an “illegiti-
mate government’’ as no noti-
fication declaring that Mr. Neri,
who has been disqualified,
ceased to be a Minister under
Article 164 (1) (b) of the Consti-
tution, has so far been issued.
The Speaker had already in-
formed the Election Commis-
sion about the vacancy in the
Goa Assembly and the disqual-
ification order was irreversible,
he claimed.

Reiterating his demand for
the dismissal of the Rane Gov-
ernment, Mr. Parrikar said Mr.
Rane was afraid of facing the As-
sembly since he was in minor-
ity. The House could have been
convened at short notice as it
has only been adjourned sine
die, he claimed.

Lodges police complaint

Francisco Sardinha, who was
appointed the pro tem Speaker
by the Governor, S.C. Jamir, on
Monday, has lodged a police
complaint that the files regard-
ing the Deputy Chief Minister

THE HiNDU

were missing from the Speaker’s
office. Mr. Sardinha, who as-
sumed office this afternoon,
told The Hindu that he had to
get the lockers forcibly opened
in the presence of the police and
the Legislature Secretary as the
former Speaker did not hand
over the keys till late evening.

The action was necessitated
following a request by the police
to the Legislature Secretary for
copies of the allegedly forged
documents to continue with
their investigation on the com-
plaint of Mr. Neri, Mr. Sardinha
said and alleged that the ab-
sence of the files led him to sus-
pect that Mr. Neri's complaint
must be genuine and that files
had been taken away to protect
the accused.

Mr. Neri was disqualified by
Mr. Satarkar, on Monday on the
disqualification petition filed by
Mr. Tanvade, alleging that the
member had ceased to be an In-
dependent MLA as he had
joined the BJP in 2002.

Mr. Neri had lodged a com-
plaint with the police alleging
that his signature had been
forged on the membership
form. Following a complaint by
Mr. Tanvade that the police
were intimidating him, Mr. Sa-
tarkar had directed the police

not to interfere in the proceed- |

ings pending before him.

However, Mr. Satarkar and
the Deputy Speaker, Narahari
Haldankar, resigned from their
posts on Monday ahead of the
trust vote to be sought by the
Chief Minister and the House
was adjourned sine die. With
their resignations and with Mr.
Sardinha’s appointment as the
pro tem Speaker, the Congress
camp has 16 members and the
BJP 17 members.
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/Sardinha sworn in as

pro-\-%em Sf)@a e

Goa’s

PANAJI, Feb. 28. — Hours after the
resignations of the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker of Goa Assembly led
" to the cancellation of the confidence
vote to be sought by the Congress-led
government today, Congress MLA
Mr Francisco Sardinha was sworn in
" as the pro-tem Speaker of the House,
“The appointment letter was issued
this evening,” Goa Congress chief Mr
Luisinho Faleiro said.

Mr Faleiro. a minister in the Pra-
tapsinh Rane government, said the
Cabinet would meet, later to decide
on recommending proroguing of the
House to the Governor. “We will be
meeting tonight to recommend that
the House be prorogued as that is
constitutionally required,” he said.

Mr Faleiro, however, denied that
the Cabinet would recommend a fre-
sh date for the vote of confidence,
saying: “The 4 March deadline does
not stand now as the situation has
changed, nor is it our fault that the
vote of confidence was not held. The
Governor should give us a fresh date.
In fact, we feel that we have already
won the vote of confidence,” he said.

Hearing on Parrikark
plea adjourned

NEW DELH],
Feb. 28. — The "
Pratapsinh Rane
government
which came to
power under con-
troversial circum-
stances, today co-
mplained before
Supreme Court
about the Goa Speaker’s “unethical”
actions ahead of today’s trust vote.

Recording the submissions of coun-
sel for the Rane government and for-
mer chief minister Mr Manohar
Parrikar, who has challenged his dis-
missal by Governor Mr SC Jamir, a
Bench comprising Chief Justice Mr
RC Lahoti and Mr Justice DM
Dharmadhikari adjourned the hearing
on the petition till 4 March.

Appearing for the former Goa chief
minister, former Attorney-General
Mr Soli J Sorabjee said it was unfor-
tunate that a matter challenging the
Governor’s decision which has no
bearing on the petition was being

Mr aohar Parrikar
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brought before the court. — PTI
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Goa issg,e
rocks both

New Delhi: The political
developments in Goa
rocked both houses of par-
liament on Tuesday with
the BJP-led NDA terming
the dismissal of the Par-
rikar government as “a
murder of democracy”,
forcing their ad-
journment for the
day.

In the Lok Sab-
ha, slogan-shout-
ing BJP members
insisted on admis-
sion of an adjourn-
ment motion
moved by leader of
the opposition L K
Advani on the is-
sue but speaker
Somnath Chatterjee disal-
lowed it, saying, “I withold
my consent” on it.

After the first 15-minute
adjournment, Chatterjee
held a meeting with leaders
of political parties and lat-
er, when the house re-
assembled, announced that
following a “request from
all sides”, he was adjourn-
ing the house for the day.

Both houses plunged
into turmoil as soon as
they assembled on Tuesday
morning with opposition
members charging gover-
nor S C Jamir with “mur-
dering” democracy in Goa
by dismissing a democrati-
cally-elected government.

In abid to drive home the
point on the admissibility
of the motion, Advani said
such an action was never
resorted to during the NDA
rule at the Centre. “A demo-
cratically-elected govern-
ment in Goa was dismissed
a month ago in an arbi-
trary manner,” he said.

Dissatisfied with the ex-
planation given by Advani

% Houses i
\ ARy OISR

for admission of the mo-
tion, Chatterjee ruled that
he was not admitting it and
the matter could be dis-
cussed in some other form.

The Rajya Sabha too was
in turmoil with opposition
members storming the well

leading to a two-hour ad-
journment and later for the
day without transaction of
any business except tabling
of listed papers.

Amidst slogan-shouting,
the papers were tabled by
ministers before deputy
chairman K Rahman Khan
adjourned the house.

Quoting rules and proce-
dures, speaker Chatterjee
observed that since the mat-
ter was pending in the
supreme court, he could not
allow a discussion on it. The

conduct of a governor also |

could not be debated by the
house by way of an ad-
journment motion, he said.
Recalling that on Novem-
ber 27, 1996, then leader of
the opposition Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had given a notice
for an adjournment motion
on the alleged “unconstitu-
tional” action of the Uttar
Pradesh governor and con-
tinuation of President’s
rule in the state, Chatterjee
said since the matter was
sub judice, the notice was
disallowed. Agencies
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son is depu
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chief minister.

Press Trust of India ©

Chandigarh, March 15 -

FORMER CHIEF minister
Bhajan Lal’s son, Chander
Mohan, was on Tuesday ma-
de Haryana deputy chief mi-
nister. He will hold the food
and supplies department.

Chief minister Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda said the
decision to appoint Mohan
as his deputy was taken by
the party high command
and brushed aside reports
that there was “political pr-
essure” on him in this rega-
rd. Dismissing as “specula-
tion” reports that there was
“political pressure” to make
the Kalka MLA his deputy,
Hooda told reporters that
“it is entirely a party deci-
sion and we all respect it”.

Ten Cabinet rank minis-
ters were allocated portfo-
lios. Senior state Congress
leader Birender Singh was
given the finance and
labour portfolios.

Hooda, who allocated the
portfolios to the Cabinet
ministers sworn in last
week, met Governor A.R.
Kidwai at the Raj Bhavan
here in this regard.

While frontrunner for the
chief minister’s post Biren-
der Singh got finance, an-
other key man who was in
the race — Randeep Singh
Surjewala has been given
transport and parliamen-
tary affairs.

Former Union minister
Vinod Sharma becomes the
excise and taxation minis-

Chander Mohan
The son also rises

ter while Lachhman Das
Arora has been given the in-
dustries department.

Surender Singh, son of
former chief minister Ban-
si Lal, has been given agri-
culture and revenue portfo-
lio. Phool Chand Mulana
gets education while O.P.
Jindal has been given the
power portfolio.

When asked on Bhajan
Lal’s comments that he en-
joyed the support of the ma-
jority of the MLAs and
could pose a problem for his
government, Hooda said,

“That is a closed chapter
and the party is fully united.
There were talks that my
term as Haryana Congress
president would last only
for more than three months,
but I continued to head the
state unit for six years,” he
said. About the possibility
of Cabinet expansion, he
said, “When the need is felt
it will be done”.

o

Bhajan Lal’s, -
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Hooda is new Haryana

“4 By KV. Prasad

NEW OELHI, MARCH 4. Bhupinder
Singh‘Hooda, MP from Rohtak,
was today elected leader of the
Haryapa Congress Legislature
Party. The CLP meeting, which
was held here, was boycotted
by 20 of the 67 newly elected
party legislators owing alle-
giance to the senior party lead-
er, Bhajan Lal.

Factional fight, which has
been the bane of the State
Congress, reared its head with
Mr. Bhajan Lal, who made a
strong bid to occupy the top
political post, keeping away
from the meeting along with 19
other MLAs. His son and Bhi-
wani MP, Kuldeep Bishnoi, too
was not present. However a
majority of MPs from Haryana
attended. Mr. Bhajan Lal also
sent in his resignation as the
State Congress chief even as he
created a strong pressure
group within the CLP.

Unanimously elected

At the end of the hour-long
meeting, the AICC general sec-
retary, Janardhan Dwivedi, an-
nounced that Mr. Hooda had
been elected CLP leader
“unanimously™ by the 47 legis-
lators who attended it. The
AICC observers, P.M. Sayeed

and Ashok  Gehlot,
present.

Mr. Hooda’s name was pro-
posed by senior MLA Kartar
Devi and seconded by others,
including the Uchana MLA, Bi-
render Singh, and the Rewari
MLA, Ajay Yadav, both of

were

Trains stopped,
buses stoned

By Our Special
Correspondent

| CHANDIGARH, MAR. 4. Vio- |
- lence erupted in the Hisar :
district of Haryana while
there was tension in
Panchkula district as angry
supporters of former Chief
Minister, Bhajan Lal, came
out on the streets and re-
' portedly stopped trains
;| and broke window panes
of buses, according to re-
ports reaching the State
headquarters here. Sourc-
es said that while buses
were reportedly damaged
| in Hisar, trains were stop-
ped in Adampur, the home
i constituency of Mr. Bhajan
;. Lal. The supporters were
! protesting against the deci-
sion of the Congress High
Command to appoint sit-
ting Rohtak MP, Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda, as the
next Chief Minister of the |
State. !

whom were also aspirants for
the post.

Mr. Hooda's election comes
three days after the CLP at its
first meeting in Chandigarh
passed a one-line resolution
authorising the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, to appoint
the new CLP leader.

At a press conference, Mr.
Dwivedi brushed aside differ-
ences in the State party and
said that Mr. Bhajan Lal had,
perhaps, come under pressure
created by “hopes and aspira-
tions.”

Priorities
On his part, Mr. Hooda

promised to carry along all sec-
tions of the party. He said his

Bhajan Lal camp boycotts meet

priority would be to give an
administration that is free of
corruption and terror, an accu-
sation the Congress had hurled
at the erstwhile Chautala
Government.

High drama marked the start |

of the meeting at the Parlia-
ment Annexe.

It began at 4.00 p.m., 45
minutes behind schedule, as
anxious supporters tried to
gatecrash the high-security
venue.

With the Rapid Action Force
deployed to control the crowd
outside the building, security
personnel prevented even the
media contingent from reac-
hing there.

Mr. Hooda and Ajay Yadav,
acting CLP leader of the out-
going Assembly, kept a vigil at
the entrance identifying the
newly elected legislators as
they waded their way through
the people and security
personnel.

Resigns as
PCC chief

Angered over being denied
another opportunity to lead the
Government, Mr. Bhajan Lal
sent in his resignation as the
State unit chief.

Sources close to him claimed
that the party high command
had offered the post of Gover-
nor to him, a Minister of State
at the Centre for his son and
the Deputy Chief Minister post
for his other son, Chander Mo-
han, an MLA.

Barring the offer of Deputy
Chief Minister to Mr. Mohan,
the other two offers purported
to have been made by the Con-
gress central leadership could
not be confirmed.

When it became clear by af-
ternoon that he had lost out in
the race, Mr. Bhajan Lal made
a last minute effort to turn the
tables when he met Ms. Gand-
hi and pleaded his case.

Swearing-in today

Our Chandigarh correspond-
ent writes:

Mr. Hooda is likely to take
oath as the Chief Minister here
tomorrow at 5 p.m. according
to Raj Bhavan sources here,

A leader who never looked
back: Page 11
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. Hooda sworn in

“.-as Haryana

STATE}.MAN NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, March 5.
— Mr Bhupinder Singh
Hooda was administered
the oath of office and se-
crecy as the 19th chief
minister of Haryana by
the Governor, Dr AR Kid-
wai at a well attended
function at Raj Bhawan
this evening. i

Former chief minister
Mr Bhajan Lal also atten-
ded the ceremony. A large
number of supporters of
Mr Hooda, who had thr-
onged the venue, cheered
him.

Among those present
were Ch. Ranbir Singh,
father of Mr Hooda and a
former MP, other family
members, Congress gen-
eral secretaries Mr Ja-
nardan Dwivedi and Mr
Ashok Gehlot, Union
power minister Mr PM
Sayeed and Union minis-
ter of state for urban de-
velopment, employment
and poverty alleviation,
Ms Selja, Congress MPs
and MLAs.

Mr Hooda (87), has been

elected to the Lok Sabha -

four times from the Roh-
tak Lok Sabha constitu-
ency. He has defeated
former Deputy Prime
Minister Mr Devi Lal

e WY §
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BHAJAN EXTENDS FULL SUPPORT

NEW DELHI, March 5. — |, '
Making a U-turn, Mr Bha-
jan Lal today extended
complete support to the
new government headed
by Mr Bhupendra Singh
Hooda and is also not in-
sisting on his resignation
as PCC chief.

His assurance came after
Mr Hooda met Mr Lal at
his residence this morning
and sought his cooperation
“The Hooda government |
will be completely stable. I
will offer full cooperation = :
to it. I will follow the direction given by the party
high command,” Mr Lal said. He said the party has
rejected his resignation. The resignation was given
to “apply pressure”, he added.Claiming that as
many as 42 party MLAs out of a total of 67 were
supporting him, Mr Lal said that was why he was
democratically fighting for the top post. “But the
high command felt otherwise. You know about caste
politics,” he said, indicating that Mr Hooda got the
job because he is a Jat.

On his reported statement that he would pull down
the new government in three months, Mr Lal said
cryptically “wait and watch. Why should I tell you
anything now? Shall I stab him in the back?” he
remarked when asked whether he would bring
down the government. — PTI

thrice — in 1991, 1996

and 1998.

He was also elected to
Haryana Vidhan Sabha
from Kiloi Assembly con-

stituency in:the general
elections in 2D00. He was |
elected to the Lok Sabha |
for the fourth time ]
in 2004.

—
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IF THE RESULTS of the recent Assembly elec-
tions did little for the self-image of the Congress
in Bihar and Jharkhand, it was an embarrass-
ment of riches for the party in Haryana. It was
not just the abundance of seats — 67 against
nine for the Indian National Lok Dal in a House
of 90. With the massive victory came a host of
Chief Ministerial hopefuls. Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, who eventually emerged as the choice of
the ‘high commarid,’ was in the race with such
heavyweights as thrice Chief Minister and pre-
sent Pradesh Congress Committee chief Bhajan
Lal; former PCC chief S.S. Surjewala (not to
mention his son Randeep Surjewala); former
Haryana Vikas Party leaders, Surinder Singh and
Ranbir Singh; Member of Parliament Choud-
hary Birendra Singh; and finally Union Minister
of State Kumari Shelja. While the other conten-
ders were somewhat coy about their ambition,
Mr. Bhajan Lal was upfront. The 74-year-old Ha-
ryana warhorse told the media that he consid-
ered his formial election to the post a mere
formality. That he had good reason to be confi-
dent about his strength is borne out by a post-
poll survey done by the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies with the support of
The Hindu . Asked to choose from among Mr.
Bhajan Lal, Mr. Birendta Singh, and Mr. Hooda
in the event of 'the Congress forming the next
Government, 42 pet cent of the respondents
opted for Mr. Bhajan Lal and only 15 per cent for
Mr. Hooda.

Wiih the event materialising, Mr. Bhajan Lal
threw a little tantrum at Mr. Hooda’s election as
the Haryana Congress legislature party leader
(he ‘resigned’ in a huff from the PCC chief’s post
and he and his supporters boycotted the legisla-
ture party meet). However, such is the persua-
sive power of the ‘high command’ in the
Congress that Mr. Bhajan Lal was soon on be-
nevolent hand-shaking terms with the new in-
cumbent.and offering to abide by “Soniaji’s
wishe})/So' why did the Congress president pre-

HOODA FOR HARYANA 9 '~

fer the less popular Mr. Hooda to Mr. Bhajan Lal?
At 57, Mr. Hooda is among the younger leaders
of the State and arguably qualifies as the future
face of the Congress. More importantly, his se-
lection appears to have been influenced by the
presumed role of the Jat factor in Haryana poli-
tics. As a Jat, Mr. Hooda was thought to be in a
position to leverage the influence and clout of
the community. The CSDS survey shows that
many of these assumptions have no valid basis.
For a start, the Jats account for only about a
quarter of Haryana's electorate. Secondly, the
community (like any other community or sec-
tion of society) has never voted en bloc for any
one party, as is popularly believed; even at the
peak of its popularity, the INLD polled less than
50 per cent of the Jat vote. This time, contrary to
the presumption that the INLD’s defeat was
brought about by the ‘desertion’ of the Jat vote,
about 40 per cent of voters from this mega-caste
group voted for it as against a quarter each for
the Congress and independents.

This is a heady moment for the Congress in
Haryana. The Janata wave of 1977 and the Lok
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party landslide of 1987
aside, no party has ever triumphed on this scale
in the State. The Congress sweep cut across the
various regions and caste groups. Nonetheless
the INLD remains a serious player, a party that is
down but far from out. The CSDS post-poll sur-
vey’s basic finding is that the Congress’ super-
lative performance came not so much by
snatching votes directly from its chief adversary
or through alliance arithmetic as by capitalising
on a strong wave of popular resentment against
the Chautala regime’s perceived heavy-handed-
ness, nepotism, and corruption. Interestingly, 73
per cent of voters surveyed agreed with the state-
ment that “despite shortcomings, {the] Chautala
Government has worked for [the] development
of the State.” There is a politico-moral lesson in
this for all parties, not just for the INLD and the
Congress.

o7 ek 2000
17 MAR 7008

ﬂ
|



.
« Tussle likely

9oz

over ; &~

seating in Goa Assembly

By Anil Sastry

PANAJI, FEB. 26. A tussle between
the Speaker and the Pratapsinh
Rane Government appears im-
minent on Monday when Mr.
Rane seeks a vote of confidence
in the Assembly as the Congress
today claimed that the Speaker
has not made separate seating
arrangements  despite  Mr.
Rane’s written request.

Speaking to reporters at the
State Congress headquarters af-
ter meeting the Governor, S.C.
Jamir, here this evening, Mr.
Rane said when he was sworn
in as Chief Minister by the Gov-
ernor — the appointing author-
ity — the Speaker had a very
limited role. Despite the Speak-
er’s “unfair” conduct on Febru-
ary 2 when the Manohar
Parrikar Government “won” the
vote of confidence, Mr. Rane
said he was hopeful of the
Speaker behaving in an unbi-
ased and neutral manner.

The Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC) president,
Luizinho Faleiro, said no sep-
arate seating arrangement had
been notified till late this eve-
ning, as today was the last
working daybefore Monday. He

said the Speaker did not turn up
in his office today also. Mr. Fa-
leiro noted that despite re-
quests by the Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party (MGP) mem-
ber, Ramakrishna Dhavlikar,
and the Independent member,
Filipe Neri Rodrigues, for a sep-
arate arrangement after with-
drawing their support to the
Parrikar  Government, the
Speaker accommodated them
in the Treasury benches on
February 2, 'ostensibly to facil-
itate’ Mr. Neri's ouster from the
House.

When asked what would be
their course of action if the
Speaker did not recognise Mr.
Rane as the Leader of the
House, Mr. Rane said the
Speaker could not do so.

He had a very limited role to
maintain order in the House
and conduct the proceedings as
per the agenda set out by the
Governor. He said, “I am going
there in good faith that proper
seating arrangements would be
made (by the Speaker).”

Both Mr. Rane and Mr. Falei-
ro took serious exception to the
Speaker’s decision not to allow
the electronic media as well as
still cameras inside the House

m-:mw

on Monday and termed the
same as denial of the funda-
mental right to information.
They said it was due to the pres-
ence of the electronic media,
that the whole country could
witness the happenings in the
House on February 2. They said
they had apprised the Governor
of all these developments.

Disqualification plea

Mr. Parrikar has filed a pet-
ition before the Speaker seeking
disqualification of his former
lieutenant Digambar Kamat
who resigned from the Assemb-
ly membership on Thursday.
Mr. Kamat’s resignation is yet
to be accepted by the Speaker,
who has been “out of town”
since Thursday.

The BJP State unit president,
Rajendra Arlekar, told The
Hindu that Mr. Kamat allegedly
attracted disqualification as he
voluntarily resigned from the
membership after the notifica-
tion convening the Assembly
was issued on February 22. Al-
so, he associated himself with
the Congress before submitting
his resignation lending a strong
ground for the disqualification
proceedings, he claimed.
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Rane questions
judicial review
HT COr;éfs\& Mt 3»“’;1 £ W,

New Delhi, FebPuary 25

THE CONGRESS-LED
Goa government has de-
fended the Governor’s deci-
sion to dismiss the erst-
while BJP government on
the ground that such dis-
missal was well within his
discretionary powers and questioned the courts’
power to review any such decision.

“It is well-settled that in the appointment and dis-
missal of a chief minister, the Governor is the best
judge... as he alone is in possession of relevant in-
formation and material on the basis of which he
acts. ...exercise of this discretion is not amenable to
judicial review,” an affidavit filed by the Pratap
Sinh Rane government in the Supreme Court said.

The affidavit stated that the Parrikar govern-
ment had already lost its majority and cited a Jan-
uary 31 letter, written to Governor S.C. Jamir, in
which the Congress-led ULP had staked its claim to
form a new government claiming it enjoyed a ma-
jority of 18 in the 38-member house.

It dubbed the happenings of February 2 in which
the Parrikar government won a trust vote in the
House as “pre-planned action” designed solely to
deprive “Independent” MLA Filip Neri Rodrigues
of his vote so as to “falsely present a majority”.

The Speaker had on that day disqualified Ro-
drigues from voting for “unruly” conduct. The affi-
davit stated that the MLA had not displayed any un-
ruly conduct to justify such action. It also contested
the Speaker’s report to the Governor stating that
Parrikar had won with 18 votes with six members
voting against. It wondered what happened to the
other members present and voting.

-
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/DOURT POSTS,PARRIKVAR_’S PETITION
SC show-cause
- 10 Goa govt .,

of confidence.

Press Tru of India

NEW DELHI, Feb. 21. —
The Supreme Court today
issued a notice to Goa
chief minister Mr Pratap-

sinh Rane to show cause

why the functioning of his
government shotild not be
stayed. It pdsted the peti-
tion filed by former chief
minister Mr Manohar
Parrikar for further hear-
ing on 28 February.

Mr Parrikar even pro-
posed to the court that it
order a composite floor
test on 24 February to
determine who enjoyed
the majority support in the
House — he or Mr Rane.

A three-judge Bench of
Chief Justice Mr RC Laho-
ti, Mr Justice DM Dhar-
madhikari and Mr Justice
BN  Srikrishna  issued
notices on the petition filed
by Mr Parrikar as well as
the interim relief prayer
seeking stay of the func-
tioning of the government.

Appearing for Mr Parri-
kar, who was present in
the court, former Attor-
ney-General Mr Soli J
Sorabjee termed the 2
February order of Goa
Governor Mr SC Jamir as

-Trust vote
on 28 Feh

PANAJI, Feb. 21.— The
Goa Assembly wili meet on
28 February foy a vote of
confidence sought by the
Pratapsinh Rane
government amidst
speculation whether the
_chief minister would be able
to muster the majority.

The Cabinet fecommended
to Governor Mr SC Jamir to
convene one-day Assembly
session on 28 February for
the trial of strength which
was accepted by him.

Raj Bhavan sources said
the recommendation had
been approved by the
Governor who forwarded it
to Speaker Mr Vishwas
Satarkar, — PTI

“patently illegal” as the
petitioner had proved
majority on the floor of
the House.

He contended that the
Governor acted in a “par-
tisan manner” by dismiss-
ing the BJP government as
he did not even wait for
the report of the Speaker
detailing the proceedings
of the House when Mr
Parrikar won the motion

Mg,

However, he suggested
to the court to direct con-
vening of a special session
of the Assembly for 24
February for a “composite
floor test between Mr-
Parrikar and Mr Rane”.
However, the Bench asked
senior advocate Mr Fali S
Nariman, appearing for the
Rane government, to
respond to Mr Sorabjee’s
proposal by 28 February.

Mr Sorabjee expressed
apprehension that the hur-
riedly sworn-in Rane gov-
ernment has been going
ahead with certain policy
decisions and it be
restrained from taking any
such decision.

The Bench, reluctant to
issue a direction in .this
regard, asked the counsel
to bring it to its notice on 28
February if any such policy
decision was taken and
observed that “any way all
such decisions were subject
to the outcome of the hear-
ing of the petition”.

Mr+ Sorabjee  also
assailed the decision of the
Governor to give only 48
hours to Mr Parrikar to
prove his majority and not
to fix any time limit for Mr
Rane to do the same.
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Goa. NDA thre

By Our Staff Reporter HQ

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Continuing
their protest against the dis-
missal of the Manohar Parrikar
Government of Goa, The Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) partners today took to
the streets, threatening to stall
the Parliament proceedings
during the budget session
against, what they alleged, a
conspiracy by the Central Gov-
ernment to oust a duly elected
Government.

Led by the former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
and the BJP president, L.K. Ad-
vani, the NDA leaders staged a
day-long dharna at Jantar Man-
tar. They accused the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment of orchestrating the dis-
missal of the  Parrikar
Government. The BJP is de-
' manding that its government
be reinstated and the Governor

be recalled an acked.

The BJP’s State units across
the country held similar pro-
tests. From tomorrow the
scene will shift to Goa where
for a week the party will stage
protests to focus the people’s
attention on the issue. The par-
ty’s leader in the Rajya Sabha,
Jaswant Singh, will lead the
protests there.

Senior NDA leaders, includ-
ing its convener, George Fer-
nandes, and the BJP Chief
Ministers of Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh participated in the
dharna here. Mr. Parrikar was
also present. The Trinamool
Congress, the Akali Dal, the Bi-
juJanata Dal and the Shiv Sena
were also represented.

Party leaders said they want
to use the Goa issue to “consol-
idate” not only the NDA but al-
S0 “other  non-Congress
parties” and caution them

o stall Parliament

against Congress designs. “This
is a larger issue, which is not
confined to what happened or
will happen in Goa ... the legal
alternative will be explored, but
we want to fight the issue polit-
ically,” the party vice-presi-
dent, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,
said.

Kalam urged to
intervene

Taking part in the protest at
the fag end of the day, Mr. Vaj-
payee urged the President, A.P.
J. Abdul Kalam, to intervene
and restore the Manohar Parri-
kar Government. Warning that
the NDA would not remain a
mute spectator to such “arbi-
trary” actions of the Centre, Mr.
Vajpayee said the nationwide
agitation would continue till
the BJP-led Government in Goa
was re-instated. The dismissal
of the Goa Government was a
warning to the other non-Con-

gress ruled States, he said.

Mr. Advani said: “The Con-
gress never believed in democ-
racy and this agitation is to save
and show the power of democ-
racy.” The Goa Governor,
S.C.Jamir, had set a “dangerous
precedent.” The Constitution-
framers had never imagined
that Article 164, which states
that a State government can re-
main in power only at the plea-
sure of the Governor, would be
misused in such a manner, he
said.

He claimed that the direc-
tion to dismiss the government
was given in advance by the
Congress leadership, even be-
fore the trial of strength on the
floor of the House.The BJP gen-
eral secretary, Sushma Swaraj,
hinted that in the present sit-
uation it would not be possible
to ensure normal functioning
of Parliament during the bud-
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‘Rane asked to
prove majority

o by

By Anil Sastry

PANAJI, FEB. 7. The Goa Gover-
nor, S.C. Jamir, has asked the
Chief Minister, Pratapsinh
Rane, who was sworn in on
February 2, to seek a vote of
confidence on the floor of the
Assembly on or before March 4.

Sebastian Zumvu, Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) to the Gov-
ernor, who is in Delhi along
with Mr. Jamir, told
The Hindu over the phone
that Mr. Rane had been given
30 days’ time from the date of
swearing-in to prove his
majority.

When contacted, Mr. Rane
said he would hold a press con-
ference but did not specify any

Marc

date.

Though there were reports of
allocation of portfolios to his
ministerial colleagues by Mr.
Rane, no official announce-
ment was made till late this
evening. Mr. Rane expanded
his Cabinet on February 3, tak-
ing its strength to eight and
keeping four more berths va-
cant. The Goa Pradesh Con-
gress chief, Luizinho Faleiro,
who has just returned from
Delhi, said he was not aware of
the allocation of portfolios.

The Union Home Ministry
has relieved the Goa Chief Sec-
retary, D.S. Negi, of his duties
and has asked him to report to
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands as its Chief Secretary by

h 4

9. & (N
February 9. Mr. Negi, who re-
ceived the transfer order just
before the political crisis broke
out last week, stayed back due
to the political developments.

Confirming that he had re-
ceived the relieving order, Mr.
Negi told The Hindu that he
would ask the State Govern-
ment to relieve him while say-
ing that Mr. Rane was asking
him to stay back.

In another development, the
Government has relieved the
Director of Information, Dilip
Deshpande, of his duties and
asked Menino Peres, earlier a
Joint Director in the Depart-
ment, to take over.

It was murder of democracy,

says Governor: Page 11
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¢ Goa Speaker should

.~ go: Congress”

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. The newly in-
stalled Goa Chief Minister, Pra-

tapsinh Rane, said today that

the Legislative Assembly Speak-
er, Vishwas Satarkar, should
step down from the post, failing
which he would be removed.

Questioning the Speaker’s
conduct during the vote of con-
fidence sought by the previous
Manohar Parrikar Government
this week, Mr. Rane said thata
notice expressing no confi-
dence in Mr. Satarkar and the
Deputy Speaker, had been sub-
mitted to the Governor, S.C.
Jamir.

Mr. Rane, who was here to
consult the party’s central lead-
ership, said that he was sure his
Government would win the
confidence vote. He had already
requested the Governor to set a
timeframe for the new Govern-
ment to prove its majority on
the floor of the House.

At a press conference, Mr.

Rane, along with the Goa Con-
gress chief, Luizinho Faleiro,
and the All-India Congress
Committee general secretary,
Margaret Alva, in-charge of par-
ty affairs in the State, denied
that dissidence had surfaced in
the 15-member Congress Legis-
lature Party after the expansion
that led to the inclusion of three
allies and two former BJP mem-
bers, who had since rejoined
the Congress.

“There is no problem abso-
lutely... the majority of our
MLAs were not asking for posts.
They are glad the Government
fof Mr. Parrikar] has gone. We
are sure all the Congress work-
ers are united and there would
be more desertions in the BJP
camp,” they said.

Narrating the sequence of
events since the resignation of
the four BJP MLAs up to the dis-
missal of the BJP-led Govern-
ment, Mr. Rane and Mr. Faleiro,
now a Minister, accused the

Speaker of being in leagu,e\with

Mr. Parrikar.

They said the vote of confi-
dence was taken by head count
when plainclothes policemen
were inside the Assembly to ev-
ict the Independent MLA, Filipe
Neri Rodrigues, now the Deputy
Chief Minister.

“In the melee, the then Chief
Minister tells the Speaker to an-
nounce the results, and never
before has it happened that vot-
ing goes on when strangers are
present on the floor of the
House. People who do not be-
lieve in democracy talk of its
murder,” Mr. Faleiro said.

Speaker rejects demand

PTI reports from Panaji:

Mr. Satarkar today rejected
the demands for his resignation
and attacked the Governor, S.C.
Jamir, saying he had-“no right to

of the Assembly.”
BJP protest under NDA
banner: Page 8
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" Goa: BIP plans

~legal action

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The Bharatiya
Janata Party has decided to fight
the Goa case both legally and
politically for it believes that the
Governor’s action in dismissing
the Manohar Parrikar Govern-
ment was  “illegal and
unconstitutional.”

At a meeting this morning,
chaired by the BJP president,
L.K. Advani, it was decided that
while the dismissed Chief Min-
ister, Manohar Parrikar, would
explore the legal avenues
through a petition in the Bom-
bay High Court, the party cadre
would be galvanised to hold
demonstrations throughout the
country on February 8, to be ob-
served as “Save Democracy,
Sack Governor Jamir” day.

The party has already talked
to the National Democratic Alli-
ance convener and Janata Dal
(United) leader, George Fer-
nandes, who will get in touch
with other NDA leaders so that
all NDA parties may join the
protest. In Delhi, a protest
‘dharna’ on February 8 will be
led by the former Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Mr.
Advani and Mr. Fernandes.

Briefing reporters, the party
leader, Sushma Swaraj, refuted
the allegation that the Speaker
of the Goa Assembly had
wrongly prevented one inde-
pendent MLA from casting his

. vote during the trust motion

moved by the now dismissed
Parrikar Government.

“Even if the Speaker had
done something wrong, there
were only two options open to
the aggrieved party: remove the
Speaker through a no-confi-
dence motion or move the court
against the Speaker’s ruling.”

“The Speaker’s wrong cannot
be righted by the Governor's
wrong,” she maintained. If the
Speaker had done wrong by not
allowing an MLA to vote, the

{ Governor had no power to dis-

miss the Government ignoring

the Speaker’s ruling that the
Parrikar Government had won
the trust vote.

She regretted that a BJP MLA
who had resigned from the As-
sembly recently had been made

a Minister in the new Rane Gov-
ernment. This was against the
spirit of the new legislation that
prohibited giving a public office
to a defector to entice him, she
said.

Congress

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH|, FEB. 4. The Congress
central leadership hopes that
the Goa Chief Minister, Pratap-
sinh Rane, will he able to se-
cure a vote of confidence.

Although there appears to
be no deadline for the new
Government to prove its ma-
jority on the floor of the House,
party leaders are confident
that the Chief Minster would
be able to do so over the next
seven days.

The Congress sent its gener-
al secretary supervising party
affairs in the State, Margaret
Alva, to Panaji amid reports
that Mr. Rane was facing dis-
sidence as many aspirants
were keen on joining the Min-
istry. However, the party
spokesman, Abhishek Singhvi,
dismissed such reports as
“speculative.”

He defended the Goa Gover-

=

nor, 8.C, Jamir, who has been House.

confident

under attack from the BJP for
dismissing the Manohar Parri-
kar Government. Mr. Singhvi
said the Governor intervened
to “stop the murder of democ-
racy.”

The Parrikar Government
had lost its mandate and yet it
“tried to cling [to power] by
brute force by preventing one -
of the MLAs from voting, so as
to convert a Congress-alliance
majority in its favour. This ma-
nipulation and skulduggery
did not succeed.”

Our Staff Correspondent
writes from Panaji:

Ms. Alva, who reached here
in the evening, was closeted
with Mr. Rane, Congress MLAs
and Ministers..

Emerging from the meeting,
Mr. Rane refused to comment.
Ms. Alva said there was no pro-
posal for Cabinet expansion
before the Government sought
a vote of confidence in the
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Rane’s career is a saga

%, of political survi

TiMEs News NETWORK

Panaji: It is not always
easy for a chief minister
to stay afloat for about 33
years in active politics.
Many retire or simply tire
out. But why would Prat-
apsingh Rane, who loves
the ranches and has a pas-
sion for horse riding?

The Congress chief min-
ister, who did his MBA in
Texas, worked for the TATA
in Jamshedpur before be-
ing handpicked by the first
chief minister of Goa to
lead the state as the longest-
serving chief minister nev-
er fails to introduce himself
first as a farmer. Down but
not out since 1998, when his
government was brought
tumbling down by the state
NCP president and sole MLA
of his party in the present as-
sembly, Wilfred D’ Souza, the
seniormost Congress leader
has risen like the proverbial
phoenix.

Rane always remembers
D B Bandodkar, Goa’s first
chief minister who was the
undisputed leader of the
MGP and came to power in
the first election after Goa’s
liberation in 1961. He did
not fail his mentor who too
had a long stint until he
died in the early 1970’s.

Suave, very watchful and
one who is respected by lead-
ers across the political spec-
trum, Rane bounced back
when he was sworn in by the
governor on Wednesday
night. The mantle of leading
a Congress-led government
fell on him as it was an open
secret that he was the only
consensus candidate.

His is a known face to the
governor, S C Jamir who too
served long as the Congress
chief minister of Nagaland
before taking up the guber-

natorial posting in Goa for

the first time. Both shook
hands and exchanged a
knowing nod soon after the
elderly governor was over

Pratapsingh Rane is sworn in CM of Goa by governor
S € Jamir on Wednesday night

with the swearing in, a few
hours after he had dismissed
the Parrikar government.

Becoming a chief minister,
though, does not excite Rane.
“Well, you know I have been
into politics for a very long pe-
riod. This is the sixth time, in-
cluding the time when the
state was a Union territory”
Soon after he signed the pa-
pers, Rane said his priority
would be rural development
and finding out avenues for
providing employment. His
ancestral house in Sattari in
north Goa, considered a little
remote from the capital is a
ready reference when it comes
to defining development.

Drinking water is still a
problem, he says, while de-
scribing the backward area
where farmers engage in
cultivation. Urban slum
problem, running the hospi-
tals in a hospitable way and
education are some of the
priority issues of the new
government. And Rane said
he would devote much of
his time to pull out the state
from its present time warp
as about 50 per cent of the
small population of Goalive
in the villages and by any
stretch of imagination shall
continue to do so owing to
the peculiarity of the town-
village concept of life.
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m«Goa Cabmet expande

By Our Special Correspondent

PANAJI, FEB. 3. The Goa Gover-
nor, S.C. Jamir, today adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to six Ministers of the
Pratapsinh Rane Government
that came to power on Wednes-
day after the dismissal of the
Manohar Parrikar Government.

Among those sworn in were
Isidore Fernandes and Pandu-
rang Madkaikar, who was the
Transport Minister in the Parri-
kar Government.

Rane sald the Govern-
ment would not seek a separate
vote of confidence — it would
get the budget passed during
the Assembly session next
month to prove its majority.

The Congress-led  United

More reports on Page 11
A farcical vote: Editorial
on Page 10

Legislature Party (ULP) has 18
members in a House of 36,
which has the Speaker from the
BJP.

With today’s expansipn, the
total strength of the (abinet
has gone up to eight.

The others sworn in were the
Nationalist Congress Party
member and former Chief Min-
ister, Wilfred D’Souza, the
Maharashtrawadi  Gomantak
Party member, Ramakrishna-
Dhavlikar, the chief of the Goa
unit of the Congress and former
Chief Minister, Luizinho Falei-
ro, and the Congress MLA,
Dayanand Narvekar.

THE HINDY
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" BJP may n move_ court on

Statesman News Servnce

NEW DELHI, Feb. 3. — The BIP is
contemplating moving the court after
the Goa Governor's decision to dis-
miss the Manohar Parrikar govern-
ment. While some leaders are opti-
mistic about a favourable court ruling,
others believe they should defeat the
Congress-led Pratap Singh Rane gov-
ernment during the confidence vote.
Former Goa chief minister Mr Ma-
nohar Parrikar, whom senior BIP lea-
der Mrs Sushma Swaraj addressed as
the chief nunister, paraded 17 MLAs,
including the UGDP MLA, Mr Mat-
hany Saldanha, before the media at
the BIP office today. Goa Speaker Mr
Vishwas Satharkar was not there.
Later, the delegation met the Presi-
dent and submitted a memorand
demanding recall of GUVGFIQOF

Jdmlr and remstdtement of their go -
ernment. “The Governor has no pow-
ers to annul the Speaker’s ruling. Jud-
iciary is the sole forum before which
an appeal can be made against Spea-
ker’s ruling.” it said. Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, Mr LK Advani and former
Goa Governor Lt-Gen. (Retd) JFR
Jacob were also present. The BJP br-
ass will discuss its strategy tomorrow.

The BIJP said the Governor’s mes-
senger arrived at the Assembly with
the dismissal letter at 5.45 p.m. “as
per Assembly records™ whereas the
Speaker adjourned the Assembly at
5.45 p.m. “It takes at least 15 minutes
to drive from the Raj Bhavan to the
Assembly,” Mr Parrikar said. “This
means the Governor had prepared
and signed the letter of dismissal bef-
ore the outcome of the trial of streng-
th and before receiving an official re-
port from the Speaker,” he said. “1

THE STATESMAN

Goa

was aware that the Raj Bhavan had
already set in motion efforts to desta-
bilise my government under direc-
tions from Congrcss high command,”
he said. That the Governor asked him
to prove his majority immediately but
gave 30 days to Mr Rane to do so has
also upset Mr Parrikar.

The BIP is awaiting the disqualifi-
cation of Independent MLA Mr Ph-
illip Neri Rodrigues, who was elected
as an Independent but joined the BJP
later. His disqualification is based on
the provision that an elected Indep-
endent MLA cannot join a party.

Mr Rane expanded his Cabinet to-
day inducting six ministers. Two of
them were from Congress. The other
four included one each from NCP
and MGP and two BJP MLAs who
resigned last week. Both said they

had not joined the Congress yet.
- More reoorts on page 4
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¢ 35X FARCICAL VOTE OF CONFIDENCE, .

THE SUDDEN POLITICAL convulsions that
gripped Goa have seen the emergence of its
14th Chief Minister since 1990 under circum-
stances that are bound to be debated fiercely
between the main protagonists, the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Congress, and possibly in
the courts as well. Things seemed to be follow-
ing the constitutionally ordained course, with
Governor S.C. Jamir asking Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Parrikar to demonstrate his support in
the Legislative Assembly and the State Cabinet
opting for an early session to seek a vote of
confidence. Yet the floor test turned out to be
an exercise tainted by the Speaker’s partisan act
of keeping an independent MLA (who failed to
appear before him for an enquiry on his dis-
qualification) out of the House for “disorderly
conduct” in an attempt to manage a majority
for the Parrikar Government. The Speaker also
counted an opposition Maharashtrawadi Go-
mantak Party MLA as a ruling camp supporter
before declaring that the Government had the
support of 18 members in a House of 36, down
from 40 after the resignation of four BJP MLAs.
In the end, the highly desirable democratic ex-
ercise was turned into a farce, with a supposed-
ly neutral and fair constitutional functionary
displaying blatant partisanship and prompting
the Governor to disregard the vote and dismiss
the Government.

This is not the first time that voting within a
legislature has been turned into a charade with
the Speaker changing the rules of the game and
manipulating the outcome. A blatant instance
was witnessed in the Tamil Nadu Assembly in
1988 when a large section of the Opposition was
evicted from the House and the Janaki Rama-
chandran regime was declared to have won the
confidence vote — the vote was discounted and
the Government dismissed by the Governor. In
Meghalaya in 1991, the Speaker disallowed the
votes of four independent MLAs against whom

TRE HINDU

e
disqualiﬁcation/L itions had been filed, even in
the face of a Suprelne Court directive staying his
enquiry on the petttions, declared a tie, and cast
his vote to “defeat” the Government. The Su-
preme Court in the S.R. Bommai case held that
the dismissal of the Meghalaya Government on
the basis of such manipulated voting was clearly
unconstitutional.

If the Congress Government headed by Pratap
Singh Rane assumes office under circumstances
that are controversial, his hurried swearing in
probably reflects the desire of the Congress Par-
ty to keep the focus on the Governor and within
the State, and avoid the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule that would take the issue to Parlia-
ment and to the national level. The 15-member
Congress Party has additionally the support of
three other members — one each from the MGP
and the Nationalist Congress Party, and one in-
dependent — while the BJP combine has the
same strength of 18 including the Speaker. Ma-
naging the numbers is going to be a difficult task
for Mr. Rane, particularly if the Speaker has to
be replaced by someone from the Congress
ranks. The options before him are not quite ed-
ifying — persuading the United Goans Demo-
cratic Party legislator now aligned with the BJP
to cross over or persuading some of the BJP
MLAs to resign (party splits even with one third
or more of the members no longer being al-
lowed under the amended anti-defection law).
Given the manner in which he has taken over, it
is imperative that Mr. Rane be asked to demon-
strate his support in the House through a vote of
confidence without delay. It does seem strange
that the Governor has not asked him to seek
such a vote within a specific time frame. In the
hapless 25th State of the Union, ideological and
political consistency has not been seen as par-
ticularly virtuous and neither electoral verdicts
nor the ways of political leaders and parties
have made for stability.
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/fru vote

By Our Special Corresporfdent

PANAJI, FEB. 3. The\ Goa
Governor, S.C. Jamir, \today
termed the action of' the

Speaker, Vishwas Satarkar, in
conducting Wednesday’s vote
of confidence in the Assembly

“a complete sham” and “a

mockery of parliamentary
democracy.”

Mr. Jamir, in a written
communication signed by his
Officer on Special Duty,
Sebastian Zumvu, said that
such actions were blatant
violations of all accepted

democratic norms and direct
assaults on the sanctity of the
office of Speaker.

Any person who occupies the
Speaker’s chair should remain
neutral and act in an impartial
manner and, for all practical
purposes, he should cease to be
a member of any political
party. It is the Speaker’s

pd

resp\éé)lbility to protect the
sanctity of the chair he
occupies. “But the action of the
Speaker of the Goa Legislative
Assembly in initiating the
disqualification proceedings in
respect of the Independent
member, Shri Filipe Neri
Rodrigues, was clearly with an
ulterior motive to reduce the
numerical strength of the INC-
led United Legislature Party,”
the statement said.

“Proceedings chaotic”

It was “most unfortunate”
and against the spirit of the
Constitution that “the
proceedings of the august
House were reduced to a
farce.” Mr. Jamir was
convinced that the conduct of
proceedings “was absolutely
chaotic and a serious blot on
democracy.” Accordingly, he
dismissed the Government
headed by Manohar Parrikar

was a sham,

-

B -
under Article 16 \ther
weighing all the facts and
circumstances and after due
application of mind.

Having received a letter from
the ULP, signed by all the 18
members, staking its claim to
form the government and
convinced that it could provide
a stable government, Mr. Jamir
had sworn in Pratapsinh Rane
Chief Minister.

Charges refuted

However, @ Mr.  Satarkar
refuted the charges and said
that Mr. Jamir had no authority
“to pass comment on him.”
Whatever he had done was as
per the business rules of the
House and the Constitution.

Mr. Satarkar said he was also
a constitutional authority just
like the Governor and “the
Governor had no business to
interfere with his functioning.”
The Speaker’s actions could

x(s% Jamir

gone into by the
Governor and only courts had
the authority to do so, he
maintained. “I am not a
nominated authority and am
elected by the House,” he said.

The Governor had asked him
to convene the session on
February 2 to conduct the
business of the Government
seeking a vote of confidence
and send the report soon after
the session was adjourned. The
session’s timing was 2.30 p.m.
to 7 pm. However, the
Governor did not even wait for
his report and dismissed the
Government at 6.35 p.m., he
claimed.

Mr. Satarkar regretted that
Mr. Jamir had prorogued the
House on Wednesday, while it |
was entirely in his domain to
do so. “I am governed by the
rules of the House as well a:
the Constitution,” he said.

Charges levelled
against Modi

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, FEB. 3. Vithhalbhai
Pandya, the octogenarian father
of the slain Gujarat Minister of
State for Home, Haren Pandya,
today claimed that BJP workers
were "instructed” by the Chief
Minister, Narendra Modi, to
“avenge” the Godhra train trag-
edy .

Deposing before the G. T. Na-
navati and K. G. Shah Judicial
Inquiry Commission probing
into the Godhra train carnage
and the post-Godhra commu-
nal riots in the State, Mr. Pan-
dya claimed that Mr. Modi and
a Deputy Minister in his Cabi-
net, Prabhatsinh Chauhan, who
hails from the same Panchama-
hals district of which Godhra
was the district headquarter,
were present at a meeting at Lu-
navada, near Godhra, soon after
the train carnage.

He said at least 55 BJP work-
ers attended the meeting in
which Mr Modi “instructed”
them to avenge the Godhra kill-
ings and send them to different
parts of the State for the pur-
pose.

Goa Speaker’s order was the trigger

By Anil Sastry

PANAJI, FEB. 3. The crisis in the
Goa Legislature on Wednesday
when the Manohar Parrikar
Government faced the vote of
confidence was triggered by the
Speaker's order to an Inde-
pendent MLA — whose vote
was crucial for the Congress-
led coalition to defeat the Gov-
ernment — to withdraw from

the House for “disorderly
behaviour.”

With swift political develop-
ments since Saturday, the

strength of ruling BJP had
come down from 24 to 17 not
including the Speaker (after
four BJP MLAs resigned and
two Independents withdrew
support) and that of the Con-
gress had increased to 18 (Con-
gress 15, NCP 1,
Maharashtrawadi =~ Gomantak
Party 1 and Independent 1).
Unless the Parrikar Govern-
ment won over either the MGP
MILA or the Independent MLA,
it could not have ensured a tie
during voting. A tie would have
enabled the Speaker (who is
from the BJP) to exercise his

casting vote.

When the Parrikar Govern-
ment could not get the support
of the MGP MLA, Ramakrishna
Dhavlikar, whose party had is-
sued him a whip, it attempted
to win over the Independent
MLA, Filipe Neri Rodrigues. Mr.
Neri was with the Congress
MLAs in the run-up to the vot-
ing. A BJP MLA then filed a
disqualification petition against
Mr. Neri on the grounds that he
had become an associate mem-
ber of the BJP in October 2002.

The Speaker issued notice to
Mr. Neri and summoned him
to his office thrice on Wednes-
day. Mr. Neri reportedly said he
would meet him after the ses-
sion. Congress legislators had
already met the Governor on
Wednesday afternoon appre-
hending disqualification of Mr.
Neri by the Speaker. However,
the Speaker, Vishwas Satarkar,
had reportedly assured the
Governor that he would allow
all the 36 members to enter the
House.

The session started smoothly
with Mr. Parrikar tabling the
one-line motion and the Oppo-

sition leader, Pratapsinh Rane,
initiating the discussion. After
the House reassembled at 5
p-m. on Wednesday, Mr. Satar-
kar ordered Mr. Neri to with-
draw from the House under
Rule 289 (disorderly behaviour)
drawing strong protests from
the Congress members. When
Mr. Neri was ordered to be
physically removed, the Con-
gress members rushed to b4
rescue. The Speaker's plef to
continue the debate went un-
heeded; he then put the motion
to vote.

During the head count, Mr.
Dhavlikar, who apparently
stood up to protect Mr. Neri,
was also counted “in favour” of
the motion. This took the total
number in favour to 18 and
those against were counted as :
six, as some Congress members !
were not in their seats.

On counting Mr. Dhavlikar
“in favour” of the motion, Mr.
Satarkar said Mr. Dhavlikar
stood up when he asked those
in favour to say “aye,” and that
he did not know about his
withdrawal of support to the
Parikkar Government.
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BJP delegation meets |
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q %\ 6(,~By Our Special Correspondent 0
LY
NE\‘-’\bELHI FEB. 3. A high-level delegation of
the Bharatiya Janata Party today met the Pres-
ident, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, to seek his inter-
vention to get the dismissed Manohar
Parrikar Government in Goa reinstated. The
party also asked for the recall of the Governor
of Goa, S.C. Jamir, for what it described as his
“unconstitutional and partisan” action.

Separately, the BJP has decided to ap-
proach the courts after discussing the issue
thoroughly with legal experts. Summoned to
Delhi by the party president, L.K. Advani, all
the 16 MLAs of the BJP and the dismissed
Chief Minister, Manohar Parrikar, arrived
here and accompanied the delegation to the
President, led by the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Memorandum submitted

The three-page memorandum submitted
to the President charged the Governor with

mounting an unprecedent sauflon Indi-
an democracy” by dismissing the Parrikar
Government. The party claimed that the Chief
Minister had proved his majority on the floor
of the House — a point that is hotly contested
by the Congress, which has criticised the
Speaker for violating all norms by physically
evicting from the House one Independent
MLA just before the voting on the motion
seeking confidence.

The BJP has alleged that sending Mr. Jamir
to Goa as the Governor was part of a “plot”
hatched by the Congress high command here
to destabilise the duly elected Government in
the State. The BJP told the President that the
Governor had no power to annul the ruling of
the Speaker. The court was the only forum
before which an appeal against the Speaker's
ruling could be made.

Further, the BJP delegation said that by
swearing-in a Congress Government immedi-
ately after dismissing a BJP-led Government
the Governor had demonstrated his “partisan
and politically motivated approach.”
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Goa Government dismissed

PANAJI, FEB. 2. The Goa Gover-
nor, S.C. Jamir, this evening dis-
missed the  32-month-old
Manohar Parrikar-led Bharatiya
Janata Party coalition govern-
ment, even as the Government
won a vote of confidence, albeit
controversial, on the floor of the
House.

The session was adjourned
abruptly by the Speaker, Vish-
was Satarkar. at 5.40 p.m. after
the vote. Mr. Parrikar said he re-
ceived the order dismissing him
at 6.10 p.m. The one line order
read: “In exercise of powers
vested under Article 164(1) and
other enabling provisions of the
Constitution of India, I, S.C. Ja-
mir, Governor of the State of
Goa, do hereby withdraw my
pleasure and accordingly" dis-
miss Shri. Manohar Parrikar as
Chief Minister of the State of
Goa.”

The House had earlier passed
the confidence motion with 18
votes in favour and six against.

It’s a violation of
Constitution: Parrikar

Terming the dismissal a gross
violation of the Constitution,
Mr. Parrikar said he was exam-
ining the various legal options .
He said the Governor, who had
asked the Speaker to conduct
the special Assembly session
and send a report immediately,
did not even wait for the report.
“He not only disregarded the
House, but also his own words,”
he added.

Mr. Parrikar said the action
was pre-meditated as none of
the Congress members was pre-
pared to attend the session and
went to the Governor in the af-
ternoon.

“It was probably cooked up in
the afternoon when they went
to [the] Raj Bhavan in the after-
noon, where [the] senior Con-
gress leader, Priyaranjan Das
Munshi, was also present, and

&
B L

The scene in the Goa Assembly in Panaji when Filipe Neri Rodrigues, an Independent, was ordered

removed from the House during the trust vote on Wednesday. — Photo: Rajtilak Naik

Rane sworn in CM

came back only to create trou-
ble in the House,” Mr. Parrikar
said.

He said the Raj Bhavan mess-
enger was in the Assembly com-
plex by 5.40 p.m. itself, just
when the session had conclud-
ed, and alleged that the order
must have been prepared while
the session was on.

He wondered why the Con-
gress MLAs had to go to the Raj
Bhavan just before the House
was to assemble. The Governor
could withdraw his pleasure on-
ly when the Chief Minister had
lost the confidence of the
House, he said and maintained
that he had won the trust vote.
The constitutional provision
(Article 164) was not final and it

THE MINDU

had to be exercised in the light
of various decisions of the Su-
preme Court, he said.

Mr. Parrikar also reiterated
his earlier charge that the Raj
Bhavan had become “the Con-
gress headquarters” and that
“Mr. Jamir was acting like a
Congressman.”

A pall of gloom descended on
the State BJP headquarters,
which had earlier celebrated
with bursting of crackers the
Government winning the confi-
dence vote.

People were seen discussing
the events that followed the
withdrawal of support and re-
signation of the four BJP MLAs.

Centre feels relieved, BJP
may go to court: Page 11

0 3 FEB 2003

By Anil Sastry

PANAII, FEB. 2. The senior Con-
gressman, Pratap Singh Rane,
was sworn in as the 16th Chief
Minister of Goa at a ceremony
here at midnight.

The Independent MILA, Fil-
ipe Neri Rodrigues, was sworn
in as a Minister. The Gover-
nor, S.C. Jamir, administered
the oath of office and secrecy.

Senior Congress leaders, in-
cluding Priyaranjan Das Mun-
shi, were present.

While Mr. Rane represents
Poriem constituency, Mr. Neri

represents Velim.

The Congress-led coalition
United Legislature Party en-
joys the support of 15 Con-
gress MILAs, one MGP MIA,
one NCP MIA and one inde-
pendent MIA in the 36-mem-
ber House.

With this, Mr. Rane is be-
coming the Chief Minister of
Goa for the fourth term after
Goa attained statehood.

Mr. Neri was a minister in
the outgoing Government,
and later on switched his loy-
alty to the Congress-led
coalition.
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Parrikar govt-”

Panaji: The Manohar Parrikar
government in Goa was dismissed
on Wednesday by governor S C
Jamir, Raj Bhavan sources said.
The dismissal of the two-and-
half-year-old BJP government
came shortly af- ...
ter the chief min- ’
ister won a con-
troversial vote of
confidence
amidst pandemo-
nium in the as-
sembly when
Speaker Vishwas -
Satarkar had In- %55
dependent ML A Philipe Neri Ro-
driguez removed from the house.
The speaker declared that the
one-line motion moved by the
chief minister reposing confi-
dence in his council of ministers
was carried after BJP members
raised their hands in support
while the entire Congress-led op-
position was in the well protest-
ing the eviction of Rodriguez.
The speaker asked the MLAs
supporting the motion to raise
their hands to which the BJP
MLAs numbering 16 and one
UGDP member responded with
an “aye”. Satisified that the rul-

ing side had the majority, Sa-
tarka hounced that the mo-

tion was carried amidst protests
from the Congress benches.

Immediately after the house
was adjourned, the Congress-led
opposition met the governor de-
manding the Parrikar govern-

L. ment’s dismissal
- and he obliged.
. The Congress ac-
. cused the speak-
er of acting as a
“stooge” of the
government.

The confidence

s - vote and dis-
= missal of the Par-
rikar government in quick suc-
cession came five days after the
state was plunged into political
turmoil with the resignation of
three BJP MLAs from the assem-
bly and withdrawal of two sup-
porting parties—the MGP and
the UGDP—reducing the BJP-led
ministry to a minority.

Soon after the government was
reduced to a minority, the Con-
gress had promptly formed an al-
liance with its supporters, includ-
ing one MGP MLA and an inde-
pendent and staked claim to form
a government. The chief minister
on the other hand refuseg-to ac-

cept that his governme }W
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Parrlkar Government
</ wins trust vote W

Anil Sastry

PANAJI, FEB. 2. The Manohar Par-
rikar Government in Goa won
the vote of confidence amid
high drama that unfolded in the
State Assembly soon after tea
break here today. According to
the Speaker, Vishwas Satarkar,
the motion moved by Mr. Parri-
kar seeking confidence of the
House on his Government was
passed by 18 to six votes.

Everything was going on
smoothly when the House met
at 2.30 p.m. at the Assembly
Complex at Porvorim near here,
after the Governor, S.C. Jamir,
convened an emergency session
directing Mr. Parrikar to seek a
vote of confidence.

The Speaker had reportedly
assured the Governor that all
the 36 members would be al-
lowed to enter the House, amid
reports that the independent
MLA, Filipe Neri Rodrigues,
against whom a disqualification
petition was pending, would be
disqualified before the House
assembled.

When the House reassembled
at 5 pm, Mr. Satarkar asked Mr.
Neri to withdraw from the
House under Rule 289 of the
Business Rules, prompting the

entire Opposition to protest in a
single voice. When the Speaker
repeated his order and directed
the Marshal to physically re-
move Mr. Neri, some Congress
members formed a human fort
around Mr. Neri to protect him,
while some other members
were seen pushing the Marshals
away.

In the melee, Mr. Satarkar an-

_nounced that he would put the

motion to vote, making the
Congress members to rush back
to their seat.

However, they again came
back to protect Mr. Neri who
was being taken out of the
House and the Speaker declared
that the motion was passed by
the House before adjourning it.

Neri defied Speaker’s
order

Mr. Satarkar later told
The Hindu that Mr. Neri per-
sistently disobeyed his order to
make a personal appearance
before him in connection with a
disqualification petition filed
against the latter. “I had called
him at 10 am, 2 pm and 4.30 pm
to my Chamber and he did not
turn up,” he said.

“As such, I considered it as
disorderly behaviour on the

premises of the House and
asked him to withdraw from the
House,” Mr. Satarkar
maintained.

He further said Congress
members resorted to violence
and assault on the marshal and
affected the conduct of the
House.

There was no way but to put
the motion to vote, as they did
not heed to my request to main-
tain decorum of the House, he
said.

He did not pass any order dis-
qualifying Mr. Neri nor directed
him to abstain from voting, he
said. Mr. Satarkar further main-
tained that Speaker was su-
preme as far as the legislature
was concerned.

‘Democratic norms
flouted’

The Congress members
maintained that the action of
the Speaker was in violation of
the set principles of democracy.
They said Mr. Satarkar had
thrown all norms to the winds
and allowed himself to be ma-
nipulated by the ruling front.
“Democracy has been trampled
in the House,” they shouted and
rushed to the Raj Bhavan to
complain to the Governor.

\//

Centre feels
relieved

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. Though the Centre had not
given any instruction to the Goa Governor,
S.C.Jamir, there is a sense of satisfaction in
the ruling political establishment that the
Goa Assembly Speaker, Vishwas Satarkar, fi-
nally over-played his hand and provided the
Governor sufficient justification to use his gu-
bernatorial discretion to withdraw his plea-
sure from the Chief Minister, Manohar
Parrikar.

When the governmental crisis erupted first
a few days ago, the Union Home Ministry is
believed to have advised the Governor that
the floor of the Assembly should be the forum
to determine whether the Manohar Parrikar
Goverment had lost its majority.

While the political judgment was that the
BJP Government had been reduced to a mi-
nority, the decision still was to let the events
unfold themselves in Panaji. There was no
enthusiasm for invoking the Article 356, given
the Left parties’ as well as the allies’ distaste
for using the emergency provisions of the
Constitution.

At the same time, the calculation was that
the BJP’s national and State-level leaders
would raise the decibel level about the Gover-
nor’s alleged partisanship in the hope that
when the Speaker did play a partisan role it
would not get noticed. Mr. Satarkar played as
per the Congress script. His role in denying
the independent MLA, Filipe Neri Rodrigues,
a vote after letting him attend the debate for
three hours was clearly seen as abuse of the
Chair’s authority. The BJP bluff got called by
the Governor, thereby sparing the Centre the
difficult choice of having to take a deasuV

pr———

EPF rate hiked

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. The Govern-
ment today raised the rate of in-
terest on the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) to 9.5 per
cent for the year 2004-05.

The Finance Minister, P. Chi-
dambaram, announced this after
a meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, today. The
interest rate had been under re-
view for a long time and the Left
parties had strongly protested
against the decrease in the rates
announced by the Labour Minis-

try in August when the interim in-
terest rate had been fixed at 8.
per cent.

An official notification woulc
be issued by the Finance Ministry
tomorrow, Mr. Chidambaram
told reporters after the meeting,
The rate of interest for the year
2002-03 had been fixed at 9.5 per
cent while it was decreased to 9
per cent in the following year with
a one-time bonus of 0.5 per cent
to mark the Golden Jubilee year of
the EPF Organisation Board of
Trustees. However, these rates
were yet to be notified.

Goa: BIP may go to court

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. Both the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Congress today
described the political events in Goa
leading to the dismissal of the Parrikar
Government by the Governor as
“murder of democracy,” even as the
BJP president, L.K. Advani, did not rule
out the possibility of his party chal-
lenging the Governor’'s decision in
court. As the news of the Goa Gover-
nor’s decision reached here, the BJP
went into a huddle with Mr. Advani
calling an emergency meeting of the
central party office-bearers to discuss
the options.

The former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, also attended this meet-
ing. The BJP demanded that the
Governor be recalled and the Parrikar
Government re-instated.

The Congress leader, Ahmed Patel,
who is political secretary to the Con-
gress president, said the independent

! MLA, Philip Neri Rodrigues, had par-

ticipated in the discussion leading to
the Government seeking a vote of con-
fidence. It was after the tea break just
before the vote was to be cast that the
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Speaker disqualified him, Mr. Patel
said, adding that ‘‘this was blatantly
unconstitutional.”

Another party leader commented
that the Governor had no option but to
dismiss the Government after the “‘un-
constitutional act” of the Speaker de-
nying an MLA the right to vote. Mr.
Advani told reporters at a press confer-
ence that “even if the Governor sus-
pected some irregularity in the
Speaker’s decision he should have
awaited a report on the incident be-
fore taking a decision.” He said the
vote of confidence was cast at 5.40
p-m. and within 30 minutes, the Gov-
ernor’s report was ready and he sent
off a letter to the Chief Minister, Ma-
nohar Parrikar, that he was ‘“with-
drawing his pleasure” and dismissing
his Government. No reasons were giv-
en in that letter, according to Mr.
Advani.

Mr. Advani said, “it was clear that
the Governor had already made up his
mind to dismiss the State Government

.. I cannot find words to criticise his
action.” The BJP has decided to call on
the President tomorrow and seek his
intervention.
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Congress stakes claim to

form Goa gover

‘MAJORITY DESPITE 3 MLAs READY TO QUIT’

W

EVEN AS three Congress MLAs were
understood to be close to resigning
from the Assembly, Congress leaders
in Goa on staked their claim to form
the government on Monday;, citing ma-
jority in the state assembly, GPCC
chief Luisinho Faleiro said.

After meeting the Governor, Faleiro
said that the newly formed United Leg-
islative Front had elected Pratap
Singh Rane as their leader.

Goa has been locked in a political
stalemate after resignation of four
BJP MLAs and the withdrawal of sup-
port of two legislators of the regional
parties supporting the BJP-led state
government.

The BJP, however, said it was close
to finalising a deal with the three dis-
gruntled Congress MLAs that could
significantly dent Congress’ bid to
form a new government after the Par-
rikar ministry was reduced to a mi-
nority.

Congress has 15 MLAs of its own
and has claimed the support of four
more MLAs of Maharashtra Goman-
tak Party, UGDP, Independent and
NCP to claim the support of 19 MLAs
in the 40-member House with an effec-
tive strength of 37.

The AICC has, for the moment,
adopted a “wait-and-watch” stand
even as the rival parties in Goa pre-
pare for the big fight, presumably on
the floor of the House. But sources say
the party can form a stable govern-
ment. AICC general secretary Mar-
garet Alva, has already held discus-
sions with the high command.

However, chief minister Manohar
Parikkar today claimed that the
Speaker had accepted the resignation
of BJP MLA Pandurang Madkaikar,
while Tourism Minister Mathany
Saldhana, whose party has extended
support to the Congress, expressed his
backing to the BJP government.

With the acceptance of Madkaikar’s
resignation BJP now has 17 members
in the Assembly and with Saldhana’s
support the ruling party reaches the
halfway mark.

The state Cabinet, which met this
morning, decided to recommend to the
Governor that the Assembly session
be convened on February 3, the chief

Press Trust of India
Panaji, January 31

Goa Governor S.C. Jamir (left) with chief minister Manohar Parikkar (centre) at a
Martyrs’ Day function in Panaji on Sunday.

minister said after the meeting. The
recommendation has been sent to the
Governor, who had a telephonic talk
with Union home minister Shivraj
Patil over the political situation in the
state.

Sources said Patil was of the view
that the Governor, who was consulting
constitutional experts, was on the
“right track”. The Governor had on
Sunday said that the ruling party has
been reduced to a minority in the As-
sembly but he would ask the chief
minister to prove his strength in the
Assembly.

Meanwhile, UGDP MLA and
tourism minister Mathany Saldhana
returned from Spain and was whisked
by the BJP leaders to a city hotel
where the party MLAs were lodged. He
met the chief minister and other BJP
leaders and assured them of his sup-
port. Meanwhile, cautioning Congress
against daring to “destabilise” an

nment
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elected government in Goa, BJP today
expressed confidence that the Par-
rikar government would succeed in
proving its strength on the floor of the
House.

“Congress is doing its best to destab-
lise the government in Goa. I want to
caution Congress not to go for any mis-
adventure and destabilise an elected
government,” senior BJP leader M.
Venkaiah Naidu told a press confer-
ence here.

Naidu claimed that earlier Congress
replaced the Governor in the state
with a man, who admits to still being
an active politician, with the “ulterior
motive” of destablising the BJP gov-
ernment in the state. “The Governor
should be kept above politics,” he said.

“The chief minister should be given
an opportunity for a floor test and I am
confident that the government will
succeed in proving its strength,”
Naidu said.

"
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_The divide has de

{

Rathin Das

¥
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Ahmedabad, February 27 \:*5

THREE YEARS after the fire
in the Sabarmati Express
pushed the state into a com-
munal frenzy, the situation
in Gujarat appears normal
on the surface, but the divide
between the two communi-
ties has really deepened.

True, most survivors of
the worst-ever anti-minority
pogrom have been physically
rehabilitated in the newly
built ghettoes, mostly by the
Islamic Relief Committee
and other NGOs. It is also tr-
ue that minority-owned sho-
ps, garages, tailoring units,
restaurants and other estab-
lishments have been rep-
aired and reopened. But the
mental divide and the fear
psychosis among the minori-
ties is yet to disappear.

The case of Rehana Bano,
who has been rehabilitated
in the Narol area after her
house in Naroda Patiya was
destroyed in 2002, best exem-
plifies this phenomenon.

Her son, Abdul Wahid, has
finally found a job in a diam-
ond polishing unit in Bap-
unagar area, but only after
he approached its owner wi-
th an assumed Hindu name.

Rehana Bano is still sca-
red to disclose the Hindu na-
me her son has ‘adopted’ for
securing the job.

“Earlier, he was told to lo-
ok for a job in a diamond fac-

tory owned by a Muslim.

But Muslims don’t own
any diamond units and Abd-
ul is trained only in that tra-
de,” Rehana said. “It is not
possible or affordable to tra-
in him in other trades so so-
on,” she said.

Most Muslim youngsters
have landed jobs only as clea-
ners and conductors — that,
too, in vehicles owned or dri-
ven by Muslims. Transport
related trade is considered
somewhat ‘safe’ as the Mus-
lims can venture out in twos
or threes, she said.

Rehana, herself, is waiting
for funds to buy a sewing ma-
chine so that she can restart
her tailoring work, as she
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has not received any com-
pensation for the destruction

of her house in Naroda

Patiya though she was lucky
not to have lost any family
member in the carnage.

Nevertheless, some NGOs
here have-made the first mo-
ve towards reconciliation be-
tween the two communities.
Gujarat Jan Andolan, an
NGO that had espoused the
cause of the minorities at
many forum, has suggested
some concrete measures to
rebuild confidence between
the two communities.

In an appeal circulated to
all concerned, Jan Andolan
convener Dr Mukul Siaha
has suggested that all riot

epened

e riots that fol-

PT1

cases not involving murder
and rape charges be dropped
by mutual agreement.

On the other hand, the
Pota charges against the mi-
norities arrested for the car-
nage should be withdrawn.

He has also suggested that
special courts or tribunals be
set up in all districts to dis-
pose of claims of compensa-
tion in riot-related cases. Set-
ting up of tripartite commit-
tees comprising members
from the two communities
and a government nominee
to supervise the conciliatory
measures is another sugges-
tion put forward by it on the
eve of the third anniverséry

of Godhra. /
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invades
@ ak
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(Ve
OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 7: Gujarat
chief minister Narendra Modi
went hammer and tongs at
Pakistan for its reluctance to
play in Ahmedabad on a day
the country’s cricket board, in

a quick turnaround, said it
was governed by “security
concerns”, not politics.

Modi tried to queer the
pitch {or the Lo Fak series
beginning later this month,
but the neighbours went about
their diplomatic business as
usual.

Pakistan today said it
has invited Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for a state
visit and the invitation has
been accepted in principle.
“We had suggested March,”
Pakistan foreign office spo-
kesman Masood Khan said.
“But we do not have any con-
firmation of when he would
actually come.”

Sources in the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) said the
question of controversy over
Pakistan’s reluctance to play
in Ahmedabad had not reach-
ed them so far and hoped it
would get sorted out at the lev-
el of the home and external af-
fairs ministries.

But Modi and the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad were deter-
mined to make an issue out of
it. Campaigning for the BJP in
Jamshedpur, Modi declared
that Pakistan’s decision was
an “insult” to Gujarat and an
“insult” to India and the gov-
ernment should step in to save
the state’s “pride”.

The VHP demanded that
Pakistan be barred from
playing anywhere in the
country.

The Pakistan Cricket Bo-
ard said in a statement: “...af-
ter receiving the report of the
security team that recently
visited India, the PCB has re-
quested BCCI to change the
venue of the second Test from
Ahmedabad to any other
venue of Test status in India
on grounds of security”

Yesterday, board chief Sha-
haryar Khan was quoted as sa-
ying the reason was political.

BCCl vice-president Rajiv
Shukla today left for Lahore
on a private visit during
which he is also expected to
try to convince Pakistan to
play in Ahmedabad. Shukla is
going for the wedding of the
son of former Pakistan Prime
Minister Chowdhary Shujaat
Hussain and is likely to meet
Shaharyar Khan. He might
call on President Pervez
Musharraf, the PCB’s patron-
in-chief.

Modi said Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to play in Gujarat was
“cowardly” and was prompted
by the fear of defeat. “Come
and play. You will only lose,
what else?” he taunted. “The
soil of Gujarat is ready and
prepared to beat Pakistan.”

H See Sport
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~Another Zahira "denial

New Delhi, Jan. 3 (PTI): Z% ght on December

ra Sheikh today told the
Supreme Court that no affi-
davit sworn by her was ever
filed in the court, based on
which the Best Bakery trial
was shifted from Gujarat to
Mumbai and the acquittal of
21 accused quashed.
The bakery witness’ latest
‘ affidavit came in response to
an apex court notice on an ap-
plication filed by Teesta Setal-
vad, a social activist whom Za-
hira has accused of pressur-
ing her to implicate innocent
people in the case.

In her application to the
Supreme Court, Setalvad
sought a CBI probe into Zahi-
ra’s frequent flip-flops.

The apex court, taking cog-
nisance of Setalvad’s applica-
tion, had issued notices to Za-
hira and the Gujarat govern-

6. The bench of Jus-
tices Arijit Passayat
and HEK. Sema
wanted to know if
Zahira’s latest state- |
ment in favour of §
the accused did not
amount to filing a
false affidavit and
hence be seen as a
contempt of court.

In retaliation
through counsel DK. Garg,
Zahira today just stopped
short of accusing Setalvad of
filing a forged affidavit on her
behalf.

“All these matters contain
an affidavit supposed to have
been filed by me in September
2003.1do not recall having ma-
de any such affidavit because
this one ‘compulsive docu-
ment’, which is found in every

Zahira: Sign twist

(/}z\

writ or application
or appeal does not
contain any eviden-
ce of my having sw-
orn it as it does not
bear my signature,
noristhere any sign
of having been swo-
rn to or affirmed be-
fore any authority
competent to ad-
minister oath,” the
affidavit said.
Zahira termed the so-call-
ed affidavits filed on her be-
half and another in her sist-
er’s name by Setalvad's NGO
as “leaflets”, as they had no
official authentication on it.
“Surprisingly, also an-
nexed with this affidavit is an-
other so-called affidavit dated
August 2003, supposed to have
been filed by my sister Saira
Banu, and this so called affi-

davit is neither addressed to |
any court nor to any authority,
nor does it bear the signatures
of any authority or person
who is competent to adminis-
ter oath. These two documents
appear to be leaflets, distrib-
uted for free,” she said.

Zahira termed the Tehelka
sting operation — which
pointed fingers at BJP MLA
Bablu Srivastava for allegedly
bribing her to change her
statement — as “blatant
falsehood”.

The witness said Setalvad
had “incited so much hatred
against me that the Muslim
Tyohar Committee... issued a
fatwa, excommunicating me.”
She reiterated her allegation
that “Setalvad and her agents”
had pressured her in the name
of “religion” to falsely impli-
cate persons in the case.
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Goa criéis contmue\g

“6\\6
By Anil Sastry%@ b\s‘rHouse Some Opposition lead-
£

\(\)
PANAIJI, JAN. 30. A political stale-
mate continues to prevail in
Goa a day after the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led Government was
rocked by the resignation of
four of its MLAs and the with-
drawal of support by three
MLAs belonging to regional
parties.

With the Governor, S.C. Ja-
mir, reportedly considering the
options available to him and
with only information on with-

drawal of support of regional

parties’ MLAs to the Govern-
ment coming out of Raj Bhavan,
everyone was kept guessing.
While the Congress, along
with the Maharshtrawadi Go-
mantak Party (MGP), the Unit-
ed Goan Democratic Party
(UGDP) and an independent
formed the United Legislature
Party (ULP) and demanded the
dismissal of the BJP-led Gov-
ernment, the Chief Minister,
Mr. Manohar Parrikar, main-
tained that he would prove his
majority on the floor of the

31 JA% 2005

ers today met the Governor.

Parrikar defiant

Mr. Parrikar told The Hindu
that he was putting up a great
fight to save the State from the
hands of “undeserving” people
after having put it on the path of
development. He said that the
Tourism Minister Matanhy Sal-
danha, whose support Mr. Sal-
danha’s party, the UGDP,
claimed to have withdrawn, was
still with him. In fact, he had
sent a fax from an undisclosed
location (presently he is out of
country) extending his “unqual-
ified and unconditional” sup-
port to the Government, Mr.
Parrikar said and added that it
had been handed over to the
Governor.

The State BJP chief, Rajendra
Arlekar, said that he welcomed
the reported decision of the
Governor to convene an emer-

gency Assembly session to test

the strength of the Government.
Odds against Parrikar:
Page 11
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- Crisis in Goa as
‘three BJP MLAs quit

& Ready to prove majority: Parrikar

(76\ \ By Anil Sastry r\‘)(‘

PANAJL UAN. 29, In a day of swift
political, developments, three
MLAs from the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party put in their papers,
reducing it to a minority in the
40-member Assembly. Three
Ministers belonging to regional
parties also withdrew their sup-
port to the 32-month-old Ma-
nohar Parrikar Government.
The BJP now has 18 MLAs.

The three BJP MLAs and two
Ministers met the Governor,
S.C. Jamir, who cut short his vis-
it to his home State and arrived
here this morning.

The BJP MLAs who resigned
included the Taleigao MLA,
Atansio alias Babush Monser-
rate, who resigned from the
Council of Ministers on Friday
after being stripped of the Town
and Country Planning Depart-
ment portfolio, the Poinguinim
MLA, Isidore Fernandes, who
recently won the by-election on
the BJP ticket after resigning
from the Assembly as a Con-
gress MLA, and Francisco alias
Micky Pacheco, who had
merged his United Goan Demo-
cratic Party (UGDP-Micky) with
the BJP on Thursday.

The Maharashtrawadi Go-
mantak Party MLA, Ramakrish-
na alias Sudin Dhavlikar, the

independent MLA, Filipe Neri
Rodrigues, both Ministers, met
the Governor and conveyed
their decision to withdraw their
support. The UGDP general sec-
retary, Radharao Gracias, sub-
mitted a letter withdrawing his
party’s support, while its lone
MLA and Tourism Minister,
Matanhy Saldanha, was out of
the country.

The Governor was learnt to
have said that he would have to
step in to ensure a stable gov-
ernment, while expressing dis-
pleasure over the BJP’s “attitude
of inducting MLAs from other
parties by various means.”

However, Mr.  Parrikar
claimed that he was still the
Chief Minister, saying that the
Raj Bhavan lawns were not the
place to prove the majority and
that he was prepared to prove it
on the floor of the Assembly. He
had the required numbers and
was in a comfortable position,
he claimed.

Governor ‘partisan’

He told presspersons that Mr.
Jamir was “acting like a Con-
gressman.” He said that the two
Ministers had not submitted the
resignation letters to him,
which was mandatory.

Mr. Parrikar said Mr. Saldan-
ha was still with him and added

that he had expected the pre-
sent situation before taking ac-
tion against Mr. Monserrate,
who led the ‘coup’ against his
Government.

Resignations accepted

The Speaker, Vishwas Satar-
kar, told 7he Hindu that he
had accepted the resignation of
the three MLAs after being satis-
fied that they were “genuine
and voluntary.” However, he
did not accept the resignation
of the Transport Minister, Pan-
durang Madkaikar, BJP MLA for
Cumbarjua, after he felt that the
member was under tension.

The BJP State chief, Rajendra
Arlekar, alleged that Mr. Jamir
was calling even BJP MLAs to
the Raj Bhavan and asking them
to resign from the Assembly.

Congress stakes claim

Leaders of the Opposition
Congress, which has 15 MLAs,
the support of an NCP MLA and
the MLAs of three regional par-
ties, met the Governor and
staked their claim to form the
Government. Ms. Alva, who met
M. Jamir separately, told press-
persons: “We are the largest
party and it is up to the Gover-
nor to take a decision.”

Goa in for Governor’'s
rule?: Page 8
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