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h}rd front adds to the uncertainty

hereNEemg no meeting point between Lalu Prasad and

Ram Vilas Paswan — despite the best efforts made by
Congress leaders, Sonia Gandhi downwards — another re-
alignment of political forces was perhaps inevitable. In the
February election, the NDA and RJD were the main rivals
with Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party at best claiming the op-
portunity to tilt the scales one way or the other. It would have
produced a result.in government formation had it not been
for Paswan’s compulsions as minister in the UPA govemn-
ment, a platform he shares with Lalu. Now, after the Cong-
ress has officially sided with Lalu, Paswan feels compelled to
make a counter-move — for what it is worth. The third front
he has formed in alliance with the CPI, Forward Bloc and
SUCT adds to the uncertainty. For all practical purposes, the
UPA and its Left supporters have been split down the middle.
This, could give the NDA, especially the JD-U headed by
- Nitish Kumar, an edge, the only element of uncertainty being
the current churning within the BJP. Both Lalu and Paswan
may have reason to regret that they cannot curb their ambi-
tions — holding on to power at the-Centre and establishing &
separate fiefdom in their home state. ,

aswan’s problem will be to find replacements for those —
around 20 of the 28 elected LJIP MLAs — who had opted to
help Nitish Kumar form the government before Buta Singh
intervened to dissolve the assembly. Lalu will be virtually
. fending for himself with the support of the Congress which
now goes out of its way to play the minority card to counter
Paswan’s repeated demand for a Muslim chief minister. It is
shocking that the Congress should contribute to the caste and
communal factors in Bihar with Digvijay Singh ndw talking of
job reservations for Dalit Muslims. The Congress has its own
reasons for preferring Lalu to Paswan but disgraces itself by
resorting to this kind of pathetic opportunism. The Left
Front’s opportunism is not surprising. While it makes despe-
rate efforts to heal the internal rifts in West Bengal on the
Salim controversy, there are no qualms about CPI-M joining
Lalu and Congress and CPI and Forward Bloc going Paswan’s
way. It is only a matter of getting a tochold in alien territory
with someone’s help. Principles don’t matter at all.

1Qﬂ€
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Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 23 SEPTEMBER

ILL a month ago, the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) in
Kerala was a confident and
extremely united house, raring
to capture power in the state next
year by decimating the crum-
bling (ruling) Congress-led UDE.

However, CPM state secretary
Pinarayi Vijayan’s intriguing de-
cision to co-opt the break-away
Congress, headed by K
Karunakaran, who hasbeen pro-
jected by the Marxists over the
decades as the symbol of anti-
Communism and “villain of
Emergency  period”, has
overnight turned the LDF into a
house of bitter differences and an
object of ridicule for the UDF as
also the traditional Communist
supporters on the eve of the Pan-
chayat and municipal elections.

Mr Vijayan's typically oppor-
tunist and unabashed attempt to
recycle Mr Katunakaran as the
new-found “Mr Clean” has trig-
gered a series of backlash from
within the CPM and also other
LDF allies, who have been politi-
cally projecting him as Kerala
politics” “black leg”.

The Opposition leaders and
CPM politburo members have
used Mr Vijayan's actions as “bla-
tant electoral opportunism” to
hit back at him by rejecting the
state secretary’s attempt to give
Mr Karunanakarn a dean chitin
the Rajan case, which was the
most infamous episode in Kerala
during Emergency.

Sensing his support among the
traditional partymen, comrade
VS on Thursday attacked the al-

‘ready cornered Mr Vijayan, by

charging that Mr Karunakaran
was also responsible for the
events that led to the murder of
Azhikkode Raghavan.

\i\’“alliance Splits | /
' LDF wide
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Left hits out
at UPA over
CMP issue

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 23 SEPTEMBER

THE Left is all set for another
onslaught against the Man-
mohan Singh-led govern-
ment’s economic policies. It
only awaits a letter informing
them of the coordination com-
mittee meeting with the UPA.
Left parties are backing the
all-India protest action on

September 29 in a bid to pres-
surise the government into
implementing the Common
Minimum Programme’s
{CMP’s) provisions.

The industrial strike comes
at a time when the CPM and
CPIhave been promised a for-
mal commitment against di-
vesting navratna shares. Cen-
tral trade unions have a 16-
point charter of demands,
including opposition to the di-
vestment of PSU shares. The
Left expected a letter soon ai-
ter the PM’s return from the
US but there is no word from |
the government as yet.
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SC adjourns Lalu c

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 20

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
day adjourned till October 19 the
hearing of an application seeki-
ng a stay on the transfer of the
special CBI judge at Patna han-
dling the fodder scam cases agai-
nst railway minister Lalu Prasad
and his wife Rabri Devi.

The apex court permitted all
parties to peruse the documents
submitted by the Patna High
Court registrar relating to the
transfer (by way of promotion) of
the earlier judge at the fag end of
the trial and appointment of a
new judge in his place.

A Bench, comprising justices
S.N. Variava, A.R. Lakshmanan
and S.H. Kapadia, had, at the last
hearing, directed the new judge
to refrain from hearing Lalu’s de-
fence till “further orders”.

The Bench had said it did not
want to be presented with a “fait
accompli” when it took up the
matter of transfer of the judge
who is hearing a DA case stem-
ming from the fodder scam case,
and, instead, asked him to com-
plete only the arguments for the
prosecution.

The application, filed by NDA
MPs Rajiv Ranjan Singh Lallan
and Sushil Modi, had sought can-
cellation of bail granted to Lalu
and Rabri Devi for trying to in-
terfere in the trial of these cases.

The court is expected to first
address the issue of maintain-
ability of the PIL in such a mat-
ter before it takes up the applica-
tion seeking a stay on the trans-
fer of the trial judge.

“The trial judge could not be
removed at the fag end of the tri-
al”, the members of Parliament
contended.

They had further alleged mala
fide behind moving out Girilal
Paswan and his replacement
with Yogendra Prasad.

ase to Oct 19

? (Qf \,"/W

LJP leader Ram Vilas Paswan addresses an election rally in Begusarai on Tuesday.

Paswan BJP agent: Lalu

LALU PRASAD on Tuesday mounted a vitriolic at-
tack on Ram Vilas Paswan, branding him as “an
agent of BJP” and charged that his Cabinet col-
league’s stubborn insistence on a Muslim CM was
aimed at splitting the secular votes to benefit the
NDA in the Bihar Assembly elections.

“Paswan BJP ke agent hain aur commission
khori kar rahe hain. Musalman CM man mein
nahin hai, man mein hai ki Nitish CM bane.
(Paswan is a BJP agent and is taking a commission
from it. From his heart, he doesn’t want a Muslim
as chief minister, only Nitish Kumar)”, he said, ad-
dressing a convention of extremely backward
classes of RJD. The RJD leader saw a conspiracy by
the “communal and fascist forces” in Paswan not
joining other UPA allies in fighting the Bihar elec-
tions and cautioned his party men against the “sin-
ister designs of these forces to divide the secular
votes so they can rule the state”. He said the BJP
had put Nitish Kumar in the forefront of its fight,
“but the real force behind him is that of the com-
munal and fascist party”. Agencies, Patna

HESI0 oy e

LJP, Cong to cross swords

LJP CHIEF Ram Vilas Paswan on Tuesday said his
party would fight the Congress in the Bihar As-
sembly elections, although it would refrain from at-
tacking the party during its campaign, and rejected
demands for his resignation as Union minister.
Paswan, who has formed a Third Front with the
CPI and some others, maintained it should not be
held responsible for any split in the UPA votes,
which may, or may not, benefit the BJP-led NDA.
“The Congress has rejected my offer of not field-
ing LJP candidates in seats won by that party last
time. But the Congress has said it will contest
against us. So, we’ll also challenge them”, the
Union minister told reporters here. However, to a
question, he said the LJP would not attack the Con-
gress during campaign, saying, “There’s hardly
anything to speak against that party. Of course,

~ we'll speak against the RJD and the NDA”.

He rubbished the charge that, by not falling in
line with the RJD, he was conspiring against the
UPA and indirectly helping the BJP-JD(U) combine.

PTI, New Delhi



PATENA, Sept 20, — RID
chief, Mr' Lalu Prasad, ‘today

pubhcly admitted for the first - {8

time that the “battle” was real:
ly tough this time, and warned

* that caution was needed while

dealing with the nearly united -

- Opposition in Bihar, .- -
- Mr Prasad made this candid. -

~

admission at’ the RJD’s” Ex-
tremely ~_ Backward Caste

Campaxgn Committee meeting -
in the SK Memorial Hall h here. '}

“Ladai kathin hai...
partiyan daant pis rahi hain,:ye

hamare aur aopake live chinta
ka vishay hai. (The electoral.
battle is tough this time as the

united Qpposition has ganged -
up against us. This is an issue
of concern for me and you as

-well),” hesaid.

He appealed to zhe poor
backward: .castes- “and. the
minorities to si
unity so-as to neutralise the

“evil designs” of ‘the commu- ",

ow . rocklike

CROWD PULLEH Mr Ram thas Paswan is all set to give-a tough time to the RJD-led aliance in the Bihar Assembiy

polls At an election rally in Begusarai on Tuesday. — PT}

nal forces, which ‘had now

been joined by the LIP chief,’

Mr Ram Vilgs [} Paswan.’

Accusing

cause, the, RID chief said:
“Mr Paswan .does not want a
Muslim chief minister. He is
rather cartying forward .the

.pecret-agenda of istalling a

-BJP-brand CM like Mr Nmsh :

Kumar in Bihar.”

He again harped on the
the,m‘e o%dlleged “harassment”
of officials from the backward
and minority communities and

accused the Election Com--
. mission of ¢ ,
Mr Prasad alleged: “A conspir- -

‘torturing them™.

acy has been hatched to deféat
us in the. elections.” He
basted the EC for allegedly not
providing electoral ‘photo _1-
cards to gvery voter.

t

he LIP of .indi- .
“rectly supporting the NDA’.

He lam-.

tom&,ht

'NEW DELHL Scpt. 20. —

Th‘e”seat-sharing\ talks among
; Congress, NCP and CPY- -
M ay appeared to have
entered a decisive phase. The -
second round of meeting was
held at Mr Prasad’s residence
earlier in the ‘day, attended by
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s political
secretary, Mr Ahmed Patel, the
AICC general secretary. in
charge of Bihar affairs, Mt
Digvijay Singh, the CPL-M -
Politbyro member, Mr Sitaram

" Yechufy, and the NCP, lmder -

Mr Tariq Anwar.
‘The leaders-claimed that the .
talks had gorie on “smoothly”

“and that they will wrap up the

entire seat-adjustment vexer
cise in the course of a

round of meeting, possnbly
or by tomohow

NEW DELHI, Sept. 20. - While

asking poll observers to deploy " -
Central government employees:
‘i maximum numbers, the

“Election Commission today

asked them fo keep a constant

“walch on-execution of non-

bailable warrants, recovery of
Hllicit arms, coliection of licensed
“arms from undesirable elemefits
and detention of anti-social -
elements during the Bihar  *
Assembly alections. — SNS '

K3

“There is, by and large, a

broad agreement among us on
the issue,” said Mr Singh.
*The Congress . leader

échoed Mr Prasad’s views that «

the details of seat-sharing will«
only be announced after the
EC’s first notification. on 23
September. He said the part-

‘ners have broadly identifidd

ﬁ -sharmg hangs fire

the: ‘mumber . of seats they

‘would contest and their<con-. -
- stituencies. In sharp contrast - |

with the trénd in the February
Assembly poll, he said, the
names - of candidates for all -~

243 seats will be dnnounced in

“one go”.
‘Sources said there are dxffer—

ences between the C
and the RJD over the former’s

P chief M: 'Ram Vﬂas‘

‘Paswan today ;met CPI

leader Mr D Raj’a Forward
. Bloc leader Mr Debabrata
- - Biswas and the RsP’s Mr
.- Abapi

Cntxggg!g the RJD Mr

" Paswap also so t to turn
- the. heatxg: thgghCo

- fight:

“the latter-

reciprocate his earlier ges-
ture not ;lo field pominees
against -the parzy’s sitti
candidates, . Mr t?asw:tlxg
" however, said 93“7 will
refrain fmm: attacking the

for his res:gnamm the
UPA Cabinet, - ﬁ‘gm :
Descnbmg his' “third

at”. as the “first front in
‘the makmg Mr  Paswan
sa;dsmoethecleaoratehad

claim of seats for its nominees, ed'

which needed t¢ be ironed out. ' al
“Mr Prasad is said to be reluc- _ efited
tant to part with more than 30 " tw

seats for the Congress which, in

turn, is making the pitch for - be biz

afound 50 scats. The compro-
mis¢” formula could be some :

middle ground. with Lalu likely
to céneede 35-40 seats for the
Congress. The RID will obvi<

.ously get the lion’s share with
“around 185 seats. The' NCP -

and the CPM are 1o be allotted
10 seats each, sources said.l

“The LIP and the CPI
said they would wait for the
“Congress to take a decision
oft - seat-sharing béfore -
“announcil thexrpians -

Mc D Raja said their
third front weie also in.
“touch with CPI(ML) and
Sama]wadll’arty ‘



Aepuopxj uo Jyjeq MaN uj Kinysai
weiey)s iapes| Wdd yum oojey

. {8 SNSI2A 00fe ] Ua3q shemje
sey 31 ‘IeyIg Ul ‘SmOUy QUOAIOAT),,
pIBS 00{RT ‘3¢ pinom djepipued
WD SV 941 04M payjse Uaym

. uonosfgo ou
aArY am Juatuaedwod Je[ndos oyl
uiof 01 syueam L1xed oo Aue Jing
‘uswsnipe Suieys-1eas o astey
-7 [[4 3M MOXIOWIO) AQ pUe Avpo)
sye Areurangaid poy om, . sstepod
-2 PjO} CO[P] "UBMSE] WOI] ABme
14D 91 UBIM O] U0 MOU oI SHOJ
8L} PITS SO0INO0S OYj “‘AfStsaIau]

"AOLIOUIO)
JUDMUD0IBR JBIS JISY) [eas B Aoy)
quoly [dD 2 yum dn-oy s Ared
sty Suunouue Ajjeuriof owardns
AT 94 YIM, UYL 1 e J0U KB
IURL|E V) 2 *douerfe oy utof
01 €7 Toquu1dog [f1 sun) uemse
uoALd sey $5213u00) oY) yInoyiy
*S)B9s
210U DAIY)-0M] JO SNUOQ B O3 UT 918|
-SuR.f 03 AJONI{ SI 1Y) puy ‘00[e] I9p
-un souere oy dn Suruug 10§ y1om

Seq UNYdax ‘ow SIy) Ing ‘sjeas
XIS uey} sioul 103 padoy aAey jou
pnom ‘oymueaut ‘(W)IdD Q4L
‘syeas 3o ymdn pus
Apu 1 ‘5301008 0} SWPIOGAOY 2u)
ISR} 92U} PIINIAS pey N—-SIeas ¢
papurLwap sey ‘002 T 10y UemseJ S
-dwnp aoye JON s Ty peieys
"0p SISS2ISu0D) 241 0] 1aq

~UInU WNIXe W 91} ‘00fe ] J0] puy
*€Z Je SISal UIre o ssa18u0)) AY1—S19
-you 108 dn-souumi s jjod 1se] pur
SYTIAL BUIIs jet)) SunLnsse—sIou
-1sed souele Va1 2l AQ umelp
UIW0NGq 2yl 01 SUIPIodIy
0T JO A[%3 B qilas paystuly pey
ssasduo)y ot ‘sjpod Arenugoq auyw
JI7T 5. URMSE] SBIIA WRY pue Y

$,00[2"] UMM QOUBI[E Ue Ul S)Bas
$g8 Sunsaiuo)) "SUOTIIAS A21Y) 15|
2y3 Surmp suidrew 3iq Aq 1s0[ (10
DINYM-—SIOUIMISUOD ¢ 1T JO IS
JAnEdeu,, oY) WOIJ S)eds JO JIeyS
19810] B IO] OOfRTY Yiim papeopd
Affeniaa oy $o0mnos ayy o1 Suprod
-J% "$$2I8U07) 21f) o¥1f ojjoxd feuon
-eu e Y A1red e 10§ | o1qeidads

"Poppe Aoy Mol
-10WO7 Y28q 24 [[IM IEeaseiedony N IOUOSSTUIWo )
UOMD3F Pue uopuel g g FOUOISSILIIIO ) U0
JPIYD Yi0g,, "SI99UW UOISSTUILIO.) [0 OY} 0UO LIYE}
3 f1w Ajdax s,00[e] UO UOISIIIP B PIEs S[RIDIIO D
"UOISSTUIIIO])
Ay spsemo) [ngoadsar sem pue sond uonoda[d Jo
areme sem oy Suies ‘vontsod [RIdILIO 1y pasnsiw
Sey 21} 1Y) POIUOP OOJE] PANPgNS ¥ "I2A09 AILINOSS
snpd-7z, ropun sem 94 280833 AJUO JJIIYSA [RIIJO
Y1 Pasn 21 p1es oofe] ‘osuodsal uagILm Sy uf
. ‘sfjod 243 Jo Furnpayosax
o905 03 ¢, 1oquieldog uo—ySurg AeftaSi(g aSieyd
-ut reyrq ssa13uo)) pue eydno) puey)) waig sire)
-Jv Auedwo)) oAl pue anJeaqjoo Lired ynm—ied

ay) Swsn 10} preog Aemfiey ay3 01 opewr 3di2o
-ax yuawked o) jo £doo ® payoene oojer urerd
WO (IN Ue U0 paseq as130u 1y ue 03 Juikjday
*$a110WOoN] 99143 JO
[[€ JO 22URISIP B—~-YOB( PUE UEPES UBYIBAIIN O}
ueARYyg 1By UIOI] [9ARI] O] JeD [R101J0 siy Suisn
107 00L SY preod Kemjiey oy pred pey Ared sy
JeY) PR 91 JeY] 08 Yonwi 0§ "Sa31eyd oyl patu
-ap AepO1 ABPRX_ pRSRIJ 00[8] JOID (IfY pue 193
-stuny Aemjrey uotugy ‘udiedures uonospd Ieyig
SIY 10} AT9UTYORW JUSWUIIA0S JO asnstit padayje
10J 19UURDS UOISSIWIWIO)) U0 241 ¥AANN

<

61 JIGWH LS THTAAd MHN

HOTATAS SMAN SSTAIXH

A

-21,, 2q 10U P{NOM SIY} JO MOy
am3j Aue JudurnsSire s LefiaSi(]
0§ 3589]
18 yaim red iam oojer] jei sadoy
fared ayy "Aepo) ¢g o3 puewsp
$31 UMOp Paeos ‘Afreniut s3eas ¢
JO 1s1] & 0Ofe] Surpuey 1ayye ‘sso1
-u0)) 24} 1Y} PASO[OSIP S30IN0S
‘(W14 105 suru 10 3y8ia
pue JON o7 8o ‘ssa1§uoyy 10§
1898 () 1St paSrowro sey Jey) vnut
-I0J Y} ‘UOOUISIJE SIY} 919Y 90U
-ISa1 sy je ‘reminy birey, ‘Areroisos
[P19ua8 N PUR AINYD0x WeIe)ns
‘equow  omqujed  (N)IOD
‘ydutg Aefnsi(q ‘reyrg 10} uew
-yurod ssoi8uo)) 30w 0O T 10V
“Aiquiassy
) JOF 51838 £ 343 JO (9-G Isni
ut 3523000 Wyl Fumoy A4q sfjod rey
-Ig] SUIOSYLIOY oY) 10§ [eap Furreys
-1eas Ay} [eas 0) Sunaas st Aepex
peselq oo[eT 19pes]
ary nq ‘sadoy ysmy
oavy Aewr ygn Wy
Ul SpuaLy pue satjfe §]
61 YHAWHALIFS THTEA MEN

[

W\ Y O

“|le sns1dA 3l s,}| :sAes ooje ‘auop jeap Jeyig

€T 10§ dde1 Ul (Y 10 1531 ‘D 10J 6-8 ADN 0] § ‘s$a13U0)) I0] $183S (i ‘MoU 10 1 W INWY04 YdN 4

- -

diyy uny-g 10/ 00, Y pod ;D 03 a1 SIH,

-punoid sy Jo yunip 1ofews v ouop TVHSOVI J3AAVid

|

17}

,mafﬁ

2
S



“Paswan launches .
.+ third front

2

NEW DELHL, Sept. 18.—
Mr Ram Vilas Paswan’s
LJP today strengthened
alliances with the CPI,
Forward Bloc and the
SUCI for the electoral bat-
tle. This sets the stage for
a triangular contest and is
a setback to the Congress-
RID’s efforts for a united
front against the BJP-led
NDA in the Bihar Ass-
embly polls.

After a two-day meeting
of its National Council,
convened to discuss Bihar
elections, the CPI made
public its tie-up with the
LJP, asserting that the two
parties were against the
“misrule” of the RJD and
wanted to defeat the NDA
in the coming polls in the
state.

“We are opposed to the
misrule of the RJD. That
is the reason why we have
formed a separate secular
alliance,” CPI general sec-
retary Mr AB Bardhan
told reporters.

“There will be an
alliance between our party
and Mr Paswan’s LIJP.
Talks with the CPI-ML are
going on. We are also talk-
ing to parties like the
Forward Bloc, RSP and
the Samajwadi Party,” he
said, adding that the
alliance proposed to con-
test all seats.

“By 23 September, we
will complete the seat-
sharing”, the CPI leader
said. Charging the RJD
with “misrule,” Mr
Bardhan said though his

in !

Mr Ram Vilas Paswan

party did not question the
secularism of the Congress
and the RJD, “our experi-
ence is that it is not
enough to be only secu-
lar.” He disagreed with the
perception that a new
alliance would divide the
secular votes.

In Patna, Mr Paswan
said the LIP had arrived at
a “perfect” seat-sharing
accord with the CPI,
Forward Bloc and the
SUCI

Asked to comment on
the CPI-ML setting a pre-
condition that it would
have an electoral under-
standing with the LIP if it
snapped ties with the UPA
and the Congress, Mr
Paswan said: “Everybody
knows that the CPI-ML is
not on good terms with the
Congress.”



NEW DELHI 13 SEPTEMBER X}

HE Election Commission
T (EC) has raised an objec-
tion to the announcement
of certain pre-poll sops by Union
agriculture minister Sharad
Pawar in Bihar last week. The EC
on Tuesday served him a notice,
asking why action should not be
initiated  against
him for having vio-
lated the poll code.
The Commission
has given him time
till September 16 to
reply to the notice. It
held that Mr
Pawar’s “promises
to the electorate of
Bihar on September
8, 2005, amounted
to the violation of

- sopsin Bihar

Our Political Bureau «,f\/% force in the state since Septem-

.

Pawar gets EC
“*potice on pollx

W

ber 3. The EC then conducted its
preliminary investigations and
found that the minister had in-
deed made promises to the-elec-
torate on starting sugar millsand
payment of arrears. .

In the complaint received by
the Commission, it was stated
that Mr Pawar promised .the
closed sugar mills in the state
would be revived
and put into opera-
tion soon after polls
and that the work
would start  with
the reopening of
Motipur Sugar Mill.

“The Commission
p has seen a ideo
recording...(which)
shows that you did
make promises and
assurances to the

the model code of conduct.”

The Union minister and NCP
leader had, ata public meetingin
Motipur in Muzaffarpur district,
announced that the government
would start sugar mills in the
state to improve the lot of sugar-
cane farmers.

Following this, some members
of the electronic media had com-
plained that Mr Pawar’s promises
violated the code which hasbeen

electorate in his address at the po-
litical meeting,” the EC stated in
its notice. o
Meanwhile, a cautious - Mr
Pawar on Tuesday refused to
comment on the notice, -§aying
that he would rather go through
it first. “Ido not want to say any-
thing on the subject. When I get
the copy I will reply. Let me see
the copy,” Mr Pawar to/l.d re-
porters in New Delhi. /




Top Bihar election official surrenders

Bitumen scam accused’s hail plea rejected

Agencies
Patna, September 12

EEIHAB ELECTION Commis-
csileornfil é)f Maheshwari surren-
th eC elore a special court of
he Central Bureay of Investiga-
tion in connection with the mul-
ti-crore bitumen scgm
slehe court rejected his bail
and remanded in judicial
custody till Septermnmper 23
wazhrigst(ljretl IAS official, who
when the €Partment secretary
rendered 593111 took place, sur-
haered two  dayg after a non-
Esllélt')le arrest warrant was is-
teﬁdiﬁgalmt- him and superin-
const g engimeer of the road
struction  gepartment, Ja-
nagdan S};ar g, ’
oon after  retjring as road
‘S:aCSrEt;;go;n 2002, Maheshwari
COmmissior?ted state election
holding elecetl-" responsible for
and local bo@. ilgsn s to panchayat
miormer Ray shiriya Janata Dal
Tliyas Hussa 3 road construction,
aceused i A1, is also named an
lates to irlrn Ehe case which re-
ply and €& ularities in the sup-
PUx—chage of bitumen

worth lakhs  ¢f :
companies. rupees from oil

FILE

CEC in Bihar

Chief Election Commissioner
B.B. Tandon will visit Bihar on
Tuesday to review poll prepara-
tions in the state.

Tandon, who is visiting the
state for the third time, will vis-
it Munger and Bhagalpur and
review the arrangements with
senior civil and police officials,
Eelection Commission sources
said.

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner had earlier visited Gaya
and Muzaffarpur to review the
poll arrangements. The Election
Commission has announced a
four-phase poll schedule for the
politically volatile state on Octo-
ber 18, 26 and November 13 and
19. Counting of votes will be tak-
en up on November 22.

RJD demand

Accusing the Election Commis-
-sion of playing a partisan role in
transferring Bihar government
officials in the poll-bound stafe.

the RJD on Monday demanded
reservation in constitutional
bodies, including the topmost
poll panel.

"Mostly, officials belonging to
the Dalit and minority commu-
nities are being shifted by EC,
whose actions indicate bias
against our party,” RJD national
spokesman Shivanand Tiwari
said. Denouncing largescale
shifting of officials from the
weaker sections of the society,
Tiwari said if the trend was not
stopped, the party could take re-
course to "strict action”.

He, however, declined to dis-
close what action the party pro-
posed to take if the transfers
were not stopped.

Tiwari said the way state gov-
ernment officials were being
shifted by orders of the commis-
sion, it appeared that the posts
of the Governor and chief sec-
retary have become ‘redun-
dant”.

Launching a veiled attack on
his bete noire LJP president
Ram Vilas Paswan, RJD chief
and railway minister Lalu
Prasad on Monday cautioned
Dalits against falling in the trap
of ‘fake’ Dalit leaders who used
them as mere vote hanks.

t 1 . i
. CRERY
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Allies

R [3

project Lalu as
virtual mascot for CM

SAROIJ Nagi
New Delhi, Septermber 12

ON THE face of it, the RID-Congress-NCP-CPI(M) have decided not
to project any chief ministerial candidate in the forthcoming As-
sembly elections in Bihar. But. in effect, the allies have virtually
handed over the state to Lalu Prasad.

“T,alu has done exceedingly well as railway minister and the
Prime Minister has given him the certificate. He will perform (as
chief minister) as he has performed as railway minister under the
UPA’s able guidance”, said Digvijay Singh, AICC general secretary
in charge of Bihar. The Congress leader - who met NCP’s Tariq An-
war and CPI(M)'s Prakash Karat and Sitaram Yechuri on Monday
to discuss seat-sharing, joint campaigns and a common minimum
programme (CMP) - however, stressed that the CM candidate would
be decided after the combine won a majority. Lalu, too, had made a
statement to this effect, he said. In an indication of the RJD’s dom-
inant role, Lalu's party is likely to get a major chunk of 243 seats to
contest when the combine enters into a triangular fight with ideo-
logical adversaries JD(U)-BJP and the Ram Vilas Paswan-led LJP-
CPI front, which threatens to split the secular vote and make it more
difficult to defeat the “communal” forces. The Congress, which con-
tested 84 seats in February, lost its deposit in 57. Chastened by this,
Singh now intends to focus on about 30-35 winnable seats, including
the 10 held by the party. Though seat-sharing talks are on for about
113 seats that the RJD has never won, the NCP and CPI(M)’s share
is bound to be much lower than that of the Congress.

PTI
Ram Vilas Paswan with at an election rally in Motihari on Monday.



“Paswan asks

Cong to walk
Joutoftie

“iwith RID

;.. £¢  Madhepura "
‘ ‘ng’,’ﬁ'@ﬁﬁ@asa

TAKING on Lalu Prasad Yadavin
his stronghold, LIP chief Ram Vi-
las Paswan on Sunday said the
RID supremo would barely get
25 seats in the Assembly polls
and asked the Congress to snap
poll alliance with the RID, or it
would be reduced to “zero” in Bi-
har politics.

“The people of Bihar, particu-
larly Muslims, have realised that
the RID had been taking them
for a ride all these years, and are
no longer ready to support
it...The RJD chief has toshed alot
of sweat to get even 20-25 seats
in the upcoming polls”, he told a
party rally here.

1 /

. ‘,.v-l-‘; L i 1)
“The coming polls will sound
the death knell for Lalu and his
RID”, he said, warning the Con-
gress to understand the ground
realities and end ties with the
RID, or it would be reduced to
“zero” in state politics. Attacking
Mr Yadav, he said: “I wasamem-
ber of the Bihar Assembly in the
late 60s, when Lalu was yet not
born politically. Besides, I won
the 1977 parliamenrary election
from Hajipur with a record mar-
gin, which the RID chief could
noteven dream of achieving”.

Mr Paswan said he was firm
on his commitment to have a
Muslim chief minister in the
state, and there could be no com-
promise on this.

The LJP president said the
Muslims had realised that Mr
Prasad had been using them
merely as a vote bank, and doing
precious little for their welfare,
and were not ready to support it
in the coming Assembly polls.

“Lalu stands exposed in the
eyes of the Muslims, who pro-
vided his party the crucial sup-
port to continue in the govern-
ment for the past 15 years in Bi-
har”, MrPaswansaid. ~ —PTI
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///Bihar Assembly o
election, Mark [T

ere is another record that will delight Bihar

watchers: it is the first State in India’s electoral

history to go to the polls twice in the same year.

Flections were held in three phases to the Bihar
Assembly in February 2005. With the Election Commission
announcing a four-phase election starting October 18, politi-
cal parties are set to return to the battlefield to resume a
fight that produced no victor last time. Another month-long
exercise cannot be to the liking of lukewarm voters. At 46.5
per cent, the February 2005 turnout was the lowest in 43
years. To further dampen the mood, the new schedule coin-
cides with the Hindu and Muslim festival season. So will
Election 2005 Mark II be any different from its prede-
cessor? It seems much too early for prediction but the
results of the last election, and subsequent changes in
ground equations, do provide some clues to how the cookie
might crumbie. February 2005 was an irretrievable mess,
with previous alliances coming unstuck; the resulting “free
for all,” to quote Lalu Prasad, caused the vote to fragment. In
more than 50 constituencies, the winner polled less than 30
per cent of the vote; in quite a few, the victor secured less
than the preceding election’s runner-up. On paper, the con-
test was among three broad alliances — the Rashtriya Janata
Dal-Left parties, the Congress-Lok Janashakti Party, and
the Janata Dal (United)-Bharatiya Janata Party. In practice,
there was no agreement between the Communist Party of
India and the RJD. Offered a pittance by Lalu Prasad, the
Congress reached out to his bete noir, Ram Vilas Paswan,
and then muddied the waters by claiming to be in part-
nership with the RJD simultaneously.

Much water has flowed down the Ganga and the Son over
these seven months. The vote base of the LJP has virtually
collapsed. The BJP unit in the State is better off but could be
in real trouble, considering the power struggle raging in the
national organisation. That the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh is in the eye of this storm does not help the BJP, given
the JD(U)’s proclaimed aversion to Jhandewalan. Indeed,
Nitish Kumar is worried that an RSS-driven BJP might push
the backward caste vote towards the RJD. An important
question is: who will benefit from the erosion in the LJP’s
vote base? Twenty-two of the party’s 29 MLAs won by
defeating the RJD, and this would suggest an advantage for
Mr. Prasad. However, it must be remembered that 13 of the
29 were defectors, and the question is whether they will
carry their base vote with them. With Mr. Paswan severely
disadvantaged and the RJD and the Congress apparently
keen on correcting past mistakes, the “secular vote” looks
less likely to fragment. With only 10 seats and a five per cent
vote, the Congress cannot afford major ambition; nor can
Mr. Prasad afford to alienate a partner. Arithmetic, however,
is not everything. The RJD is up against its record in office,
the Buta Singh tenure, and/Nitish Kumar's seemingly
boundless energy.
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Ashok K Mishra
PATNA 7 SEPTEMBER

in Bihar, the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) did manage
to script its political presence in
the last state Assembly elections.
Winning three Assembly seats
was not a big deal but for a party
which does not have any political
stake in Bihar. In the coming
elections, the NCP is working on

I N search of a political toehold

bigger plans for ensurmg an im-

proved elec-
toralouting.  #

With  the
RID chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav |
willing to part
off with larger
number  of
seats for the
other  UPA
partners, the
NCP leader-
ship is opti-
mistic  about
more seats this
elections. In |
the February »
Assembly elec-

“It is very important that both
Paswan and Lalu join hands to-
gether for the cause of secular-
ism. The UPA should give a unit-
ed fight so that the communal
forces are defeated.The NCP will
engage itself for working a truce
between the two estranged lead-
ers,” the NCP president Sharad
Pawar said. He said that a two
member committee comprising
of the unjon civil aviation minis-
ter Praful Patel and party general
secretary Tanq Anwar would
hold talks with
both the RID
and LIPleaders
to develop a
rapport  be-
tween them.
Mr Pawar was
in the state cap-
ital to attend
the national
working com-
| mittee meering
N of the party.

I The NCP
| leadership s
i clearly of the
~§ view that a
complete  al-

tions, the RJD chlef left only two
seats for the NCP which went on
to win three out of the 31 seats it
contested. But now that Mr
Lalu’s position has been some-
what weakened after the defeat
in the February Assembly elec-
tions, the RID can ill afford to ig-
nore the seat sharing claims of
the other UPA partners for the
second round of polling.

The beneficiaries on this count
will be the Congress, CPI{M) and
the NCP, which has stepped upiits
claim to 15 seats. As for the LIB it
still remains to be seen whetherit
will mend its fences with Mr Latu
Prasad Yadav to formally join the
UPA alliance in Bibar.

Interestingly, much like the
Congress, the NCP has decided to
play conciliatory role for bringing
together the two estranged UPA
leaders, Mr Lalu and Mr Paswan.

i&‘ iQi cif bl ik

liance among the UPA partners
will immensely improve their
electoral prospect. “Even we will
stand to gain if Paswan formally
joined the UPA alliance in the
state,” a state NCP leader said.

Even Mr Pawar may be willing
to concede that Mr Paswan by
staying away from the UPA al-
liance had caused ‘incalculable’
damage to the prospect of the
UPA candidates in the February
Assembly elections. |

Mr Pawar also chose to defend
Mr Paswan saying he should not
be excluded from the UPA gov-
ernment if he decided to keep
away from the UPA alliance in Bi-
har. “As for the chief ministerial
issue, it can be tackled by the UPA
after the elections,” Mr Pawar re-
marked when asked to comment
on Mr Paswan'’s-demand for a
Muslim chief minister.

it



‘Secular’ split stays

Lalu asks Muslims
to dump Paswan

~ L -
HT Correspondent \ ) \)J

Patna, September 5

THE RJD and the Congress have finally given up
on Ram Vilas Paswan — jointly declaring war on
the LJP for the coming Assembly polls in Bihar.

Blamed for the situation in the state that led to
President’s rule, Paswan, a vocal Lalu baiter,
might see some tough time ahead during the polls
as the RJD-Congress combine launched its as-
sault by attempting to woo the Muslims — the
LJP’s main vote bank.

RJD chief and railway minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav, along with AICC general secretary and in-
charge of Bihar affairs Digvijay Singh, speaking
from a common platform, appealed to Muslims
not to vote for the LJP to prevent division of sec-
ular votes again.

The appeal was made at a function organised
by Jamait-e-Ulema at the SK Memorial Hall.

While Digvijay Singh and other senior Con-
gress leaders promised reservations to Muslims
in government jobs in Bihar if a UPA govern-
ment came to power, Lalu promised concrete
steps for the socio-economic development of the
community.

Lalu went to the extent of asking for forgive-
ness for “past mistakes”. “Humari aankhen moti
ho gayi thi (My vision had blurred).”

On the brighter side of the party, Lalu said the
RJD had kept communal forces at bay and had
implemented the Mandal Commission recom-
mendations in Bihar.

Continuing with the woo-Muslim campaign,
Digvijay said the community should be given
reservation in government jobs as was being
done in Andhra Pradesh. He also said that Dal-
its, adopting Christianity or Islam as their reli-
gion, should get the benefit of reservations as
well.

Ulema’s national president, Maulana Syed
Asad Madni Saheb, too did his bit when he ex-
horted Muslims not to vote for the LJP. “Voting
for the LJP would mean voting for the Jan
Sangh,” he said.

Others who spoke on the occasion were Union
minister Shakil Ahmed, senior Congress leader
Mohsina Kidwai and state Congress president
Sadanand Singh.

\ s

in Bihar

Lalu Prasad with Jamiat-e-Ulema chief Maulana Shiad Ashad Madni at a conference in Patna.

CP1I rules out tie-up with RJD

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi, September 5

EVEN AS the CPI(M) urged all
secular parties in Bihar to join
hands before the crucial Assem-
bly polls and declared that it
would share seats with the RJD,
the CPIon Monday ruled out any
possibility of electoral tie up
with Lalu Prasad’s Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD).

Instead, the CPI would tie up
with Ramvilas Paswan, Left Fro-
nt partners such as Forward Bl-
oc and RSP as well as parties like
the CPI(ML) Liberation to fight
“RJD’s misrule and NDA's com-
munalism”, CPI general secreta-
ry A.B. Bardhan told HT on
Monday “Why is it that the
CPI(M) finds secular forces only

Lalu to meet CEC

Lalu Prasad said on Monday
that he would call on chief
election commissioner B.B.
Tandon to request reschedu-
ling of poll dates for the up-
coming Bihar Assembly
polls. However, the Commis-
sion on Monday defended its
decision saying various fac-
tors necessitated the four-
phased polling.

Agencies, Patna

in RJD? Aren’t Paswan or Bard-
han secular? Why doesn’t the
CPI(M) join us instead of RJD?”
asked Bardhan.

According to him. the

CPI(M)'s appeal not to divide sec-
ular votes is a “good wish cher
ished by all.”

“But that does not explain
how one should cover up RJD's
failures in the development
front, in maintaining proper law
and order situation anhd in con
taining mafia raj,” he said.

Bardhan also recalled that wh-
enever his party had tried to ally
with Lalu in the past, “IHe never
indulged in fair play and alwayvs
tried to cut his allies to size.”

While CPI(M) politburo mem-
ber Sitaram Yechury said that
the CPI was entitled to indepen-
dent policies, party general sec-
retary Prakash Karat said while
CPI(M) would share seats with
RJD, there would be no joint poli
manifesto with RJD in Bihar



~_+AICCnotto take tough
stand against L]P in Bihar

RUSTIC CHARM WON'T DO
CL Manoj

NEW DELHI 4 SEPTEMBER

OTWITHSTANDING the pres-
N sure from Lalu Prasad Yadav on

the Congress to arm-twist LJP
leader Ram Vilas Paswan into an elec-
toral pact in Bihar, the AICC leadership
is wary of taking any unreasonably
tough stand vis a vis the LJP, fearing it
could lead to the first formal crack in
the UPA at the Centre.

The CP!I leadership, which is in the
process of finalising an anti-RJD and
anti-BJP alliance in Bihar along with
CPI(ML), has also cautioned the Con-
gress leadership against creating any
split in the ‘secular alliance at the Cen-
tre’ by trying to force Mr Paswan out of
the UPA and the Union Cabinet for ap-
peasing the RID leadership.

After AICC general secretary Digvi-
jay Singh’s visit to Patna last week and
with the Election Cornmission notify-
ing state elections, there is a growing re-
alisation in Congress circles that the an-
tipathy between Mr Paswan and Mr
Yadav is too deep to work out a pact be-

tween the two at the state level. /

The decision of the TRS, a UPA ally,
to fight the forthcoming panchayat
elections in Andhra Pradesh against the
Congress, has once again driven home
the point that allies may have different
compulsions at the state-level even
while they join hands against the BJP
and NDA at the national level.

The RJD, along with the Left, had
fought against the Congress-JMM pact
in Jharkhand Assembly polls, citing its
‘state compulsions’. The Congress lead-
ership, perhaps at the level of Sonia
Gandhi herself, is expected to make a
last-ditch effort to buy peace between
Mr Yadav and Mr Paswan this week,
party leaders do not expect any mira-
cles and would rather be happy if they
could find a via media to minimise the
split of anti-BJP-JD(U) votes.

Last time a similar attempt was made
by avoiding direct clashes between the
Congress and LJP nominees in many
seats. “Confrontation with any of the
UPA allies will only help the Opposi-
tion. Qur efforts are to find an amicable
solution keeping in mind every part-
ner's compulsions at state levels,” said a
Congress leader. Unlike last time, the
Congress is keen this time not give the
RJD any scope for complaining of not
aligning with it. AICC is also keen that
this time RJD gives it a ‘presentable
number of winnable seats” in an elec-
tion in which Mr Yadav has maximum
personal stake and is therefore expect-
ed to show ‘realistic accommodation’.

Knowing that Mr Yadav, with the
tactical support of the CPM, has been
trying to put pressure on the Congress
leadership to threaten Mr Paswan with
eviction from the Cabinet if he fails to
aid RJD’s power projectin the state, the
CPIleadership has sent Ms Gandhiand
her colleagues a word of caution.

of

No candidates
to be fielded
against Cong

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 4 SEPTEMBER

IN a move
clearly aimed at
buying peace
with the Con- M
gress leader-
ship  against
RID’s pressure
tactics, LJP
leader Ramvi-
las Paswan on >

Sunday announced that his party
will not field any candidate against
sitting Congress MLAs, even if the
latter contested the upcoming as-
sembly polls with RJD.

“We will not field any candidate
against any sitting MLA of Congress,
even if it goes along with RID,” Mr
Paswan told reporters here. Declar-
ing that the LJP was in the process of
forming an alliance with the Left
other than CPI(M), the Union minis-
ter said that his party will request the
Congress to cede relation with the
RID and join them.

Dismissing any chance of the LJP
joining hands with RID for the as-
sembly polls, Mr Paswan said: "Un-
less RJD supports the issue of in-
stalling a Muslim as chief minister,
the question does not arise at all. This
is seen as a ploy to expose the RID
chief’s family power project in the
state under the cover of secularism.”




“ELECTION ON 18 AND 26 OCTOBER, 13 AND 19 NOVEMBER

Bihar poll in 4 p

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 3. — Barely nine
months after going to the polls that
resulted in a political deadlock and
controversy, Bihar would take another
shot at clections. The Assembly polls in
Bihar will be held in four phases — on
18 and 26 October and on 13 and 19
November —- the Election Commission
declared here today.

The elections are being held since the
first exercise in February produced a
hung assembly and a political stalemate,
which culminated in the dissolution of
the House under controversial circum-
stances by the Governor, Mr Buta Singh.
President’s rule was subsequently pro-
mulgated in Bihar. The counting of
votes will start on 22 November and be
wrapped up by 23 November.

Scotching speculations over whether
the Bihar polls could be held what with
the Supreme Court hearing a petition
by some NDA legislators challenging the
Assembly’s dissolution, the three-mem-
ber EC met today and finalised the elec~
tion schedule.

The Chief Election Commissioner, Mr
BB Tandon, said the notification for the
first phase of the polls would be issued
on 23 September and those for the other
three phases on 28 September and 19
and 26 October respectively. The last
dates for filing nominations will be 30
September, 5 October, 26 October, and
2 November accordingly. Scrutiny is
slated for 1, 6 and 27 October and 3
November. The last dates for withdraw-
al of nominations are 3, 8 and 29
October and 5 November, in that order.

The CEC parried questions on the
commission’s move in the event of the
apex court staying the elections. He said
“sufficient” Central paramilitary forces
would be sent to Bihar where the
Commission was “not happy” with the
state of affairs in police.

hases
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‘Hidden treasure’ \ NO one ¢

NEW DELHI, Sept. 3. — The CEC
pointed out that as many as 76,471
non-bailable warrants (NBWs), includ-
ing permanent warrants, against pro-
claimed offenders and absconders
awaited execution in Bihar as on 31
August. “It is a very sad reflection on
the state of affairs. It seems there is a
hidden treasure trove yeilding more
and more NBWs every time. | only
hope it is the last find,” Mr Tandon said.
Most of the NBWs were in Siwan,
Buxar, Aurangabad and Banka. The
CEC said, given the way things were,
there could be criminal activities during
the poll process. SNS

Of the total 243 Assembly constituen-
cies, 61 will go to polls in the first
phase, 69 in the second, 72 in the third
and 41 in the last. Flanked by Election
Commissioners, Mr N Gopalaswami
and Mr Navin Chawla, Mr Tandon said
the model code of conduct would come
into force with immediate effect. Voters
number is 5.27 crore. Apart from
50,063 polling booths, there will be
around 7,300 auxiliary polling stations.

Unlike in the last elections, when one
person acted as the Returning Officer
for more than one constituency each
constituency this time around will have
a single RO.

He also said there would be one
General Observer in each Assembly
constituency and at least one
Expenditure Observer in each district.

Recalling that the Supreme Court had
drawn the EC’s aftention to deployment
of Central security forces inside polling
booths to keep an eye on “mischief” as
well on the poll staff, Mr Tandon said it
had been considered necessary to
ensure maximum CPMF cover for
polling booths.

‘Staggered’ schedule: page 4

question my

“authority: Buta

PATNA, Sept. 3. — Even as
the NDA hauled the Bihar
Governor over the coals,
accusing him of having
spied on the combine
before  recommending
dissolution of the
Asserably, Mr Buta Singh
kept his own counsel.
“No comments till the
hearing is over,” the
Governor said, adding:
“The report (recommend-
ing the dissolution) con-
cern vastusthiti (ground
reality) and constitutional
provisions. This is an offi-
cial document about
which nobody including
myself, has any right to
pass comments.”
“Nobody can question
my authority and the con-
tents of the reports which
I sent to the Centre on the
political developments in
Bihar as these were based
on facts and in accor-
dance with constitutional
propriety,” Mr Singh told
a press conference here.
Asked if “nobody” was
an umbrella expression
wide enough in range to
include the judiciary, he
said: “Nobody means
nobody.” The Governor
denied having been pres-
sured by any UFA
partner. SNS
BJP secks ouster: page 4



Signal for 81-day Bihar marathon

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 3: The Elec-
tion Commission today anno-
unced a schedule for elections
in Bihar spread over 81 days
starting immediately.

The commission said it
was announcing the schedule
despite serious misgivings ab-
out the adm'mistration in the
state.

Beginning Wlth the annou-
ncement of elections today —
and the model code of conduct
coming into effect instantly —
the schedule sets a November
23 date by which counting is to
be completed. The first phase
of polling will be held on Octo-
ber 18 and the fourth and last
oh November 19. (see chart)

The schedule has been dra-
wn up to make time for deploy-
ment of central paramiljtary
forces, inspecting road condi-
tions and after checking out
dates during the festival sea-
son. A number of major festi-
vals are in October-November
— Dussehra, Diwali, Id, Chhat
and Guru Nanak’s birthday.

“Elections have been spre-
ad over four phases and even
five phases in Bihar (in 1995)

inthe pastalso,” chief e;eg:tmn ecti
: n ing

Conanissiones THH:
said. - gt
““We have ooﬁ%’iﬂé‘t*éﬂ‘%ﬂ as-
pects to draw up the schedule
and are planning an optimum
deployment of central param-
ilitary forces because the secu-
rity énvironment is no better
than that during the last As-
sembly election (January); th
ere has been a step-up in Naxal
activity and more than 70,000
non-bailable arrest warrants
are still pending execution.”
Asked about the case in the
Supreme Court that has.cha-
lienged the dissolution of the
Assembly, Tandon said the El-

elect:ons ink Bxhar W1th1n six

months since the last Assem-
bly was dissolved.

In the event the Supreme
Court, which has already told
the commission to continue
with its process, stays the elec-
tions, the commission will
abide by the order.

Tandon detailed instructi-
ons issued by the commission
to the state administration
and the Centre to prepare for
the elections. He said the ad-
ministration had pointed out
that there is a shortage of IPS
officers of the rank of superi-

. Nitish Kumar

bof police. Twelve IPS

tixpogted with the Cem-

tre and the Election Commis-

sion had suggested to the Pri-

me Minister that they be repa-

triated to Bihar for at least th-
ree months.

The commission was par-
ticularly worried after the Bi-
har government kept adding
to the list of non-bailable war-
rants that have not been exe-
cuted for at least six months.
He said on July 7 that the Bih-
ar government had said there
were 27,123 NBWSs pending for
more than six months.

On August 25, when the full

POLLING
BREAK-UP

i

commission visited Patna, it
“was'tol that theréwere 6,180
NBWs pending for that period.

“We were sutpfised,” said
Tandon.

“We were further surpris-
ed by the communication from
the DG police received yester-
day that there are now 76,471
NBWSs pending execution. The
DG police explained that the
large number of NBWs hither-
to concealed had now been
found in the districts of Si-
wan, Aurangabad, Banka and
Buxar. This is a sad reflection
onthe state of affairs inthe po-
lice administration. It is as if
there is a hidden treasure

Laloo Prasad Yadav

from which more and more
NBWs can be found. I hope we
have seen the last find,” said
Tandon.

The commission said it ex-
pected all officials “to discha-
rge their duties in an impar-
tial manner without any fear”.
Action would be taken against
anyone found wanting, Tan-
don warned.

The government has been
asked to transfer officers agai-
nst whom the commission has
in the past recommended dis-
ciplinary action or those char-
ged with any lapse during pre-
vious elections from posts en-
tailing election work.
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Buta dissolution report made public

Yol tstlon—

House

falls to

straws in wind

OURLEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 2: Buta
Singh’s fears of horse-
trading in Bihar were
founded on media reports,
the restlessness in the
Rashtriya Janata Dal and
information gleaned from
contacts in the Janata Dal
(United), his reports to the
President have revealed.

The Centre dissolved the
Bihar Assembly in a rush on
May 23 on the basis of the two
reports, made public today in
what is a first in the country’s
history. “I am given to unders-
tand that serious attempts are
being made by JD-U and BJP
to cobble a majority and lay
claim to form the government
inthestate,” the governor says
inthe report dated April 27.

In the second report on
May 21 recommending disso-
lution, he says: “Reports re-
ceived by me in the recent past
through media and also thro-
ugh meetings with various po-
litical functionaries, as also
intelligence reports, indicate a

litnd to win over elected rep-
ksentatww of the people”.

* Following this report, the
Union cabinet held a meeting
around midnight on May 22
and sent the recommendation
for dissolution to President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam who was
then in Russia. Kalam signed
and faxed it back in the early
hours of May 23.

The documents, classified
as “top secret”, were today su-
bmitted to the Supreme Court

k | am given to
understand
that serious
¥ altempts are
| being made
; by JD-U and
BJP to cobble a
majority and lay claim
to form the government
in the state __ g, Singh

as annexures to the Centre’s
141-page reply to a PIL challen-
ging the dissolution as “unco-
nstitutional”. This is the first
time a governor’s reports to
the President have been made
public.

The PIL, filed by Supreme
Court advocate Viplav Shar-
ma and an Independent MLA
of the dissolved Assembly, Pu-
rnima Yadav, has sought to
make the governor a party to
the case.

A five-judge Constitution
bench will now decide wheth-
er the dissolved Assembly sho-
uld be revived and the upcom-
ing elections stalled. It will
also judge whether the gover-

nor can be summoned to ex- -

plain his decision. Besides, the
bench will decide whether it
can stop the Election Commis-
sion from notifying the Bihar
elections. All these questions
are being debated in the court
for the first time. The hearings
begin on September 6.
Fighting a tricky legal batt-
e and hard put to establish the
dissolution was bona fide, the
Centre decided to make public
the governor’s reports hoping

this woull tan the tables.

In the April 27 report, Buta
says: “Contacts in JD-U and
BJP have informed that 16-17
MLAs have been won over by
various means and attempt is
being made to win over others.
The JD-U is also targeting
Congress for creating a split. It
is felt in JD-U circles that in
case LJP does not split, then it
can still form the government
with the support of Indepen-
dents, NCP, BSP and SP MLAs
and two-thirds of Congress
MLASs after it splits from the
main Congress by the end of
this month or latest by the first
week of May”

He adds that the “high-pre-
ssure moves of the JD-U/BJP
is also affecting the RJD MLAs
who have become restive.”

The second report refers to
the resignation of Nagmani
from the Lok Janshakti Party.
“The LJP general secretary
having resigned today and
also 17-18 more perhaps are
moving towards the JD-U,
clearly indicating that various
allurements have been offered
which is a very disturbing and

“alapming fenture,%itsays.

“Any move by the-breakaw-
ay faction to align with any ot-
her party to cobble a majority
and stake claim to form a gove-
rnment would positively affe-
ct the constitutional provisio-
ns and safeguards built there-
in and distort the verdict of
the people. If these attempts
are allowed, it would be amou-
nting to tampering with con-
stitutional provisions.”

B See Page 6




“Cong rejects ,
LJP’s Musli
CM formula

PATNA, Aug. 31. — Ending days of suspense,
the Congress today rejected the Lok Janshakti
Party’s formula for a Muslim chief minister,
making it clear that it prefers Mr Lalu Prasad
to Mr Ram Vilas Paswan. i

“Mr Paswan’s formula for a Muslim CM is
not reasonable,” Congress’ Bihar affairs in-
charge MrDigvijay Singh told reporters today
after attending a party meeting here. '

“The question of the CM arises after the
party has gained majority and the majority is
possible only when we fight unitedly,” he said
and added that Muslim voters were also aware
that this formula made no difference.

Finding no logic behind Mr Paswan’s stand,
Mr Singh asked: “Why can’t we fight the
Assembly elections together when we jointly
contest the Lok Sabha polls, take all Cabinet
decisions jointly. and participate in voting in
the House?” As such, the Congress, he said,
wants that all the parties with secular creden-
tial should fight unitedly. Mr Singh also had
words of praise for Mr Lalu Prasad who,
according to him, is more liberal over seat-
sharing among the alliance partners. .

The LIJP, on the other hand, reacted sharply
to Mr Singh’s statement and said that there was
no question of joining hands with parties who
were even remotely attached with the RJD.

In another development, the LIP today suf-
fered a setback when some of its prominent
Muslim leaders quit the party and joined the
RID. Also today, the RID supremo accused Mr
Paswan of “conspiring” against him and for vic-
tory of NDA in Bihar Assembly elections.
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‘Congress, TRS heading -

for messy divorce in

S
ASHOK Das Nﬁ %
Hyderabad, September 21

BARELY A year-and-a-half ago, the Telangana
Rastra Samithi (TRS) and Congress got together
to defeat their common enemy, the Telugu De-
sam, in the assembly

AP

\’\ C\

soon after the government banned the Naxalites.
The Maoists who had contributed to the success
of the TRS in the polls, served an ultimatum on
the TRS to withdraw its six ministers from the
Rajsekhar Reddy cabinet. The TRS is now under
pressure from Maoists to quit the UPA too.

The TRS says the

and Lok Sabha elec-

chief minister is the

tions.

That was then. To-
day, relations be-
tween the two parties
have reached a point
of no return and po-
litical observers say
that it’s only a matter
of time before the di-
vorce is formalised.
The two warring
partners are resort-
ing to every dirty

biggest hurdle in the
way of statehood for
Telangana. TRS sec-
ond-in-command

Narendra warned of
“bloodshed” in case
hurdles were created
by in the way of
Telangana. He de-
clared that the new-
ly-inducted  Telan-
gana Jana Sena vol-
unteers would “hack

trick in the trade —

anti-Telangana

Chandrasekhar Rao

blackmail, threats, YSR Reddy forces and wash the
counter threats, in- feet of Mother Telan-
telligence  surveil- 0 COU o gana with their
lance, police cases P INT! NTE RP INT blood”. He further

d what h t . . alled Reddy a “liar”.
ggfar";’lei,acﬁ"ftﬂ‘;ﬁ 9 B TRS says the chief became wide open soon ¢ Congfessy cirifes

While many small- minister is biggest after the government say the TRS had be-

er issues have con-
tributed to the rift,
the main reason is
the delay in accord-
ing separate state-
hood to the Telan-

hurdle in the way of a sep-
| WTRS leaders say the

arate Telangana state

B Congress circles say the

TRS had become a pain
and sooner the divorce

banned the Naxalites

Congress was dragging
its feef on the issue by
appointing a

come a pain and
sooner the divorce
the better. “A coali-
tion cannot be run on
threats and black-

ganaregion, which is
a stronghold of TRS
leader and Union

the better committee headed by mails”, commented a

. . i defence minister Pranab  senior minister.
¥The rift between the allies ;| Mukherjee Meanwhile,  the
Rajsekhar Reddy

labour minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao. TRS leaders say that while
at the Centre, the Congress was dragging its feet
on the issue by appointing a committee headed
by defence minister Pranab Mukherjee, in the
state, chief minister Rajsekhar Reddy was trying
to finish off their party by a series of measures.
The rift between the allies became wide open

government started
addressing the grievances of Telangana by initi-
ating a number of development projects and
launching massive irrigation projects.

The municipal polls later this month will for-
malise the end of the alliance as the two parties
have fielded their own candidates and are
launching a bitter campaign against each other.



D

Chhattisgarh
govt decides

v to ban
Naxal outfith!

Raipur: In the wake/of
increased activities of
left-wing Naxals in Chha-
ttisgarh that claimed the
lives of 24 security per-
sonnel in Bastar region
two days ago, the state
government on Monday
decided to ban Naxal or-

ganisations. L g'% -

“The state et, in
an emergency meeting
decided to ban the Naxal
organisations in the state
through an ordinance,”
chief minister Raman
Singh said.

The draft ordinance
was approved by the cabi-
net and would be sent to
the Union home ministry
for approval, after which
through state governor
Sushilkumar Shinde, it
would be sent to the Pres-
ident for his approval,
Singh said.

After the Presidential
nod, the Naxal outfits
would be banned through
a notification, Singh said
after the cabinet meet,
which also reviewed Sat-
urday’s landmine blast.

Terming the situation
in Bastar as “war-like”,
state home minister Ram

{  Vichar Netam said that at

many places the police
and para-military forces
were engaged in on-to-
one fight with the naxals.

‘Any organisation or
group of individuals, in-
volved in illegal activities
or terrorist activities,
will be initially banned
for one year through this
ordinance and after ex-
amining their activities
the period of ban can be
extended,” Netam told re-
porters. agencies
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,, Andhra 0

«“rethink :
& :
on writer
body ban

GS. RADHAKRISHNA

Hyderabad, Aug. 22: The
Andhra Pradesh government
is thinking of withdrawing
the ban on the Revolutionary
Writers’ Association in the
wake of protests over last
week’s arrest of the organisa-
tion’s president G. Kalyan Rao
and fellow rebel spokesman P
Varavara Rao.

Home minister K. Jana
Reddy hinted as much today
during his tour of Nalgonda
district. “The government will
review the situation after a
few months on the demand for
rescinding the ban on the Vi-
rasam,” he said.

The Virasam — as the writ-
ers’ association is known in
Andhra — is one of the organ-
isations that were outlawed
when the state government re-
clamped its ban on the Com-
munist Party of India (Mao-
ist) last week. The arrests of
Varavara Rao, its founder
president, and Kalyan Rao fol-
lowed two days later.

If the home minister .

talked about revoking the ban,
police were probing whether
revolutionary folk singer Gad-
dar, one of the peace emis-
saries along with Varavara
Rao and Kalyan Rao for the
aborted Maoist-government
talks, had links with any of
the banned outfits. “...If we
have proof of his involvement
in any of the banned organisa-
tions, then we will take him
into custody,” said state police
chief Swaranjit Sen.
Prominent civil rights ac-
tivist K.G. Kannabiran said it

Varavara Rao: Prisoner

is, perhaps, the Prime Minis-
ter’s “reference to Gaddar in
his speech at Hyderabad” yes-
terday that has “halted the bal-
ladeer’s arrest so long”. Man-
mohan Singh had praised
Gaddar for condemning the
killing of innocent pecple by
Maoist rebels.

The ban on the Virasam,
the intellectual wing of the
Maoists, triggered a wave of
protests from rights activists,
poets, writers and the media.
“It is a ban on freedom of !
speech,” said Olga (P. Lalitha
Kumari), a prominent poet
and writer.

Gaddar has sent a memo-
randum to chief minister Y.S.
Rajasekhar Reddy urging him
toreconsider the arrests. “Wh-
enever they want, the police
and the government collude to
build up cases against us. And
whenever they don't want,
they just drop all charges. Is
this law and order?” he said.




Andhra govt bans

HYDERABAD, Aug. 17. — Andhra
Pradesh today banned the CPI
(Maoist) and seven of its allied out-
fits. The ban initially imposed for
one year can be extended further.
The Revolutionary Writers Asso-
ciation is the allied outfit that has
been newly added to the list. The
ban being re-imposed on the six
other frontal outfits are Radical
Youth League, Radical Coolie San-
gham, Revolutionary Students
Union, Si-kasa, Viplava Karmika

“t

9

Samaykhya and Allgindiakgevo-
lutionary Students Federation.

The ban was notified under the
AP Public Security Act — the same
law under which the Naxalites were
banned since May 1992, This ban
was allowed to lapse in July 2004 to
facilitate a peace process with Left
wing extremists for the first time.

Chief minister Dr YS Rajashekar
Reddy signed the file notifying the
Maoists as a banned outfit in the
evening. Union home minister Mr
Shivaj Patil told Dr Reddy in the
morning that the Centre had no
objection if the state imposed the

THE STATESMAN

Naxaliges” -

~ 3/
bang."fhe‘ home minézlr, Mr K Jana
Reddy, however, denied that the

decision was taken under pressure |

from the Centre. “The government

decided to impose the ban to

remove the sense of insecurity and
fear in the minds of the people,” the
minister added.

Asked whether this meant that the
peace talks with the extremists have
ended, Mr Reddy said: “Talks are
needed. We will consider reviving

them when there is a conducive |

atmosphere and when the Maoists
give up violence. The government is
all for talks”.

|
|
J
|
|
|
|



~/Terror’s reign « '

Ambiguity can play no role in the state’s

O

HE killing of Congress
T MLA M.C. Narsi Reddy by
suspected Naxals should
leave no one in any doubt that
Andhra Pradesh is witnessing a
phenomenon that is nothing
short of terrorism, plain and sim-
ple. In this particular instance,
the armed assailants not only tar-
geted Reddy, they fired indiscrim-
inately into a crowd and even
chased the MLA’s son and killed
him. Just the modus operandi of
the attack suggests that the so-
called Naxals are now determined
to create a reign of terror.
Terrorism is a word that is often
used loosely, but this attack quali-
fies under any definition. It tar-
geted civilians, it chose a high vis-
ibility occasion, and was brutally
executed. Many, including the
government of Andhra Pradesh,
have harboured the illusion that
the Naxals can be treated like a
genuine political movement. But
if they are part of a genuine polit-
ical movement, why are they so
afraid of participating peacefully
in the political process? And even
if they are disillusioned with the
process, does this give them the li-
cence to target innocent civil-

ians? The Indian political system.

drive against Naxalites o (Y ‘2\ s

has its faults, but it gives people
avenues to express their griev-
ances. If anything, it has become
too tolerant of forces that resort
to terror and intimidation. It is
time we took a tough stand
against those groups that are
afraid of democracy and are try-
ing to subvert it through violence.
This is a lesson the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh has as
yet not learnt. The tragic irony
is that in his Independence Day
speech, Chief Minister Y.S.R.
Reddy was once again trying to
be reconciliatory towards the
Naxals. In the aftermath of this
senseless bloodshed, he was
forced to revert to talking
tough. Unless the state sends.
clear and unambiguous signals
that violence of this kind will
not be tolerated, it will only em-
bolden the perpetrators. The
Andhra Pradesh government
has not shown the determina-
tion to stick té a consistent line
in its fight against terror. Of
course, every effort can be made
to bring groups into the politi-
tal process. But there should be
zero tolerance of those who per-
petrate massterror through un-
acceptable acts of violence.
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/;lg( Centre
¥ wready to ]
" publish,g
Buta rep%\( y

Our Political Buredy
NEW DELHI 30 AUGUST

IN A surprise move, the Cen-
tre on Tuesday informed the
Supreme Court that it was
willing to go public with the
reports of Bihar governor Buta
Singh, that was instrumental
in dissolving the state’s assem-
bly. Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Gopal Subramaniam ap-
prised a bench comprising
Chief Justice RC Lahod, Jus-
tice GP Mathur and Justice PK
Balasubramanyam of the
Centre's decision, since senior
advocate, arguing on behalf of
the petitioners, kept on insist-
ing that the governor’s report
be placed before the court for
judidal scrutiny.

He said that government
hasno objec- .
tion in mak-
ing copies of
reports avail-
able to peti-
tioners. For-
mer NDA
MLAs had
challenged
the Centre’s §
May 23 ded-
sion to dis-
solve the Bi-
har assem-
bly, a move
which invited severe criticism
from opposition parties.

Mr Sorabjee argued that the
Court should itself see the gov-
emnor’s reports, which claimed
that the decision to dissolve
the assembly was arrived at
taking into account sufficient
material evidence giving rise
to “grave apprehensions” of
horse trading.

The assembly was put un-
der suspended animation
since May 7, four days after
| the results were declared.

Interrupting the proceed-
ings, Mr Subramaniam said:
“The government was
walving privilege over the
two reports of the governor in
this case.”

He, however, emphasised
by recording his statement
that the privilege was waived
for this case only and the dedi-
sion should not be cited as a
precedent later.




The Bihar stables
V(’\‘\L ) %‘Qﬁ M . (\k/\cé
bY T ECs cleansing ope ation raises hopes

t may.not be a coincidence that the chief election commis-

sioner and his colleagues have swung into action in Bihar
when Buta Singh is going out of his way to please Lalu Pra-
sad. The Governor is in no mood to make amends for his
action in transferring 17 senior IPS officers seen to be posing
obstacles for Lalu and notorious RJD elements like Moham-
med Shahabuddin. Mr BB Tandon, the CEC, had acted bold-
ly during the February election, going to the extent of order-
ing a repoll in several booths in Chhapra. That had prompted
Lalu to launch a tasteless assault on the CEC, from which the
Congress had, sensibly, distanced itself. Since then Lalu has
refrained from casting aspersions on the Election Commis-
sion but has, instead, been using Raj Bhavan to achieve his -
dubious objectives. It is good that the Election Commission
has not been deterred by the Lalu-Buta nexus that threatens
to pollute the administration. The EC’s drastic¢ actions in
transferring DMs and thana OCs who had failed to carry out
election duties and divesting district authorities of the res-
ponsibility tor deploying security personnel at polling booths
suggests it is earnest about ensuring a fair climate for the .
November ¢lection. :

The stopover by the Tandon and his colleagyes revealed -
pathetic lapses. There are irregularities in electoral rolis; pro-
gress in the preparation of photo identity cards is pathetic;
and police stations are engaged in a dangerous conspiracy to
conceal information on execution of non-bailable warrants of
arrest that the EC had ordered. There are around 70,000
NBWs waiting to be executed — a dangerous signal that em-
phasizes the links between proclaimed offenders and parties
contesting the elections. The mass transfers of DMs and
police officers urdered by the EC constitute a remedy that is
likely tc hurt Lalu and Buta who are working on a separate
list of transters. Obviously the EC is the final authority on the
conduct of the assembly election but the question is whether
it will get the cooperation it needs from the state adminis-
tration. Lalu can be trusted to put up a fight, using all the -
manipulative means at his disposal. He has a lot at stake. But
itwill be a tragedy if the UPA does not restrain Buta and Lalu
s0 as to allow the EC to do its duty. Tandon and his team have -
shown courage in attempting to begin cleaning up the mess
in Bihar. That should last right through the election. 7
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EC issues transfer
directives to Bihar

HT Correspondent Q} €Y

o
New Delhi, August 10 C\

THE ELECTION Commission on
Wednesday directed Bihar govern-
ment to transfer all those officers who
had completed three years in a dis-
trict. -

“No  officer |~
connected with
elections, direct-
ly or indirectly,
should be al-
lowed to contin-
ue in the present |
district of post-
ing if she or he
is posted in home
district or home
district of spouse and has completed
three years in that district during
last four years,” the EC said in an or-
der to the Bihar chief secretary.

The Commission has followed a
consistent policy to ensure that offi-
cers, who are connected with the
conduct of elections in the State, do
not serve in their home districts or
places where they have served for
long, it said.

The instructions would not only

Lalu Prasad

Y- \\! %

cover officers appointdd for specific
election duties like district election
officers, returning officers, assistant
returning Officers but also other dis-
trict level officers like additional dis-
trict magistrates, deputy collectors
and SDMs, tehsildars, BDOs it said.
As far as police officers were con-
cerned, the instructions would also
include IGs, DIGs, SSPs and SPs.

EC discriminating against us: RJD

A delegation of RJD MPs on
Wednesday told Chief Election
Commissioner B.B. Tandon that the
Election Commission was “discrim.-
inating” against the party because
of “pre-conceived notions”.

In a memorandum, the MPs said,
“There’re reasons which compel us
to believe that most of the acts of the
Commission during the Assembly
elections 2005 appeared to have been
guided by certain pre-conceived no-
tions and presumptions, including
the one that we get the mandate not
because of the popular support of
the people of Bihar but by misusing
the administrative machinery and
using muscle power.”



Centre seeks
11qjudge Bench

on dissolution

HT Correspondent x\ ) ‘»

New Delhi, August 8

THE CENTRE on Monday
told the Supreme Court
that it wants an 11-judge
Bench to adjudicate on
the constitutional issues
arising out of the Bihar
Assembly dissolution.

The statement came
from Attorney-General
Milon K. Bannerjee duri-
ng resumed hearing of
the matter.

“That will depend on
how forceful your argu-
ments are,” the apex court
Bench, headed by Chief
Justice R.C. Lahoti, said,
tentatively posting the
matter for further hear-
ing on September 6.

The date was fixed after
the Election Commission
assured the court that the
election process would
only be initiated in Octo-
ber-November.

The order came after
both the petitioners, advo-
cate Viplav Sharma and
former Assembly member
Poornima Yadav, agreed
that the matter involved
serious constitutional is-
sues.

The court also issued
notices to the Bihar gov-
ernment on an applicati-
on, filed by advocate Vipl-
av Sharma, seeking a stay
on the election process in
the state.

Biharis insuited: Nitish

The NDA’s chief ministe-
rial candidate in Bihar,
Nitish Kumar, charged
the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment on Monday with
having insulted the peo-
ple of Bihar by dissolving
the state Assembly.

“The Centre, acting un-
der pressure from an indi-
vidual, dissolved the Bi-
har Assembly showing ut-

Nitish Kumar

THE i T

WA
BIHAR
ASSEMBLY

ter disrespect for the pes-
ple whose mandate was
against Lalu Prasad’s RJD.

The Manmohan Singh
government insulted the
people of Bihar”, Kumar
told a press conference in
the course of the NDA's

‘Nyay Yatra’.
JD(U) parliamentary
party leader accused

Ramvilas Paswan, the
Lok Janshakti Party pres-
ident, too, of “not only de-
ceiving the electorate but
also undermining and in-
sulting his MLAs”.

Kumar strongly contest/-/’
ed the Centre’s stand that
the Supreme Court cannot
sit in judgement on Union
Cabinet’s decision dissolv-
ing the assembly.

“When I was railway
minister, the Supreme
Court had not only taken
cognisance of a decision
of the Cabinet relating to
the railway board but also
passed an order”, he said.

Asserting that it took
the right step in dissolv-
ing the Bihar assembly,
the Centre had on August
5 filed an affidavit in the
apex court saying it could
not delve into the legality
of the decision, asitwasa
“matter between the Pres-
ident and his council of
ministers”.

The affidavit was in re-
sponse to a Bench headed
by Chief Justice R.C. La-
hoti deciding to hear on
Monday an interim appli- -
cation seeking stay of any
decision by the Election
Commission notifying the
election dates for Bihar
polls.

(With inputs from
Agencies)

ALL IN A DAY

S0 NOTICE TO BIHAR

The Supreme coutrt issued
notices to the Bihar
government on a plea
seeking stay on the elec-
tion process in the state

‘SC SHOULD DECIDE"
Nitish Kumar contested
the Centre’s stand that
the Supreme Court cannot
sit in judgement on the
decision to dissolve the
state Assembly
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Butaputs UPAina spot
accuses SC of 1nterferenc

N

Our Political Bureau ™, \4( . s
" PATNA, NEW DELHI 5 AUGUST ~ ; T’Q}\‘W

IHAR governor Buta Singh on Friday ap-

peared determined to complicate matters

for the Centre by attacking the Supreme
Court’s (SC) decision to scrutinise his recommen-
dation for dissolving the state Assembly.

“Since Parliament, the supreme electoral
bodyinthe country, has approved the resolu-
tion to extend President’s rule in Biharby an-
other six months with effect from September Q
6, itis an approval of the step taken by me (to
dissolve the House). When Parliament puts it
seal of approval on any issue, the matter can-
not be debated in any forum and there can be noju-
didal interference,” he said in Patna.

Mr Singh did not stop there. On whether the SC
notice tohim on the dissolution amounted to judidial
interference, he said: “Ileave it to the good sense of the
judidiary.” The governor’s statement comes at a time
when the Centre is finding it difficult to defeed i+

midnight coup. The Centre, which had alme ithad
proof of horse trading in the state, refrained from pre-
senting before Parliament the evidence.

Mr Singh, who came out with the “politicians argu-
ment”, has in the process, pushed the government to
an embarrassing corner. While there are no takers for
the govemnor’sattempt to elevate himself above proce-
dural exactness of the Constitution and democratic
norms, there is acknowledgement that the
; judiciary has an obligation to reinforce the
} sanctity and legitimacy of law. The apex
court’s action followed a petition which said
the governor did not observe established pro-
cedures while dissolving the House.

§  Mr Singh is, however, continuing to de-
fend his action saying he has submitted all relevant
documents to the Centre. “The Union home minister
had already referred to the document relating to a
specificcomplaint about horse trading in course of the
debate on dissolution of the House in Parliament. It is
the property of the House and Parliament and ;wﬂl

it chawasxrith o<t daendle 7 he said. 4
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(DA warns against
Kang s ouster

Press Trust of India Q;

PATNA, Aug. 4. — The
NDA today warned of
staging protests if Gover-

' nor Mr Buta Singh “shows

the door™ to chief secreta-
ry Mr GS Kang without

. answering charges of “ad-
. ministrative impropriety”
" levelled by the state’s top-

most burcaucrat.
“Mr Kang has raised

© certain issues to prove his

point that the administra-

. tion is not being run in the
~state in accordance with
- the constitutional norms

and rules of executive
business.

“The Governor should

reply to the charges and if

he doesn’t and replaces
Mr Kang, it will prove that

* the charges of administra-

¢ impropriety were true
dnd the NDA will strongly
protest against it,” the alli-
ance's chief ministerial
candidate Mr Nitish Ku-
mar told reporters,

“Mr Kang as a person
might not be important...
But the issues he has
raised are and they war-
rant clarification.

Appointment and  re-
placement of a chief secre-
tary is a routine business,
but not so in the present
case,” he said. adding Mr
Kang’s replacement will
only reinforce  NDAS
charge that Mr Buta Singh
was “remote-controlled by
UPA bosses™ Mr Kumar
fater left for Saharsa for
the Nyvay vatra.

Criticising the Governor
and the Union home min-

77 -,
iy~
-: S 3 ““‘s,
e © M
e b
-y "4.5

ister, Mr Shwraj Paw for
claiming that a high-power
committee existed for
transfer of senior bureau-
crats, including IPS offi-
cers, the JD(U) parlia-
mentary party leader won-
dered how could the chief
secretary be unaware of
the existence of such a
committee.

“Mr Kang has not only
disputed its (committee’s)
cxistence but also stated
that he was repeatedly
sidelined from the deci-
sion-making process,” he
said.

With Mr Kang sticking
to his guns and not going
to office for the fifth day
today, there are reports
that Mr Buta Singh was
planning to appoint a new
chief secretary.
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Playing fair O
in Bihar ¥y

ix months after the exit of the Rashtriya J

Government, politics in Bihar continues to revolve

around the charismatic, if increasingly exasperat-

ing, personality of Lalu Prasad. Technically Mr.
Prasad is Union Railway Minister and president of the RJD.
But there is a third role he is thought to have appropriated
that has left opponents fuming and friends dismayed — that
of informal advisor to Governor Buta Singh. Naturally, it was
bedlam time in the lower House. The Janata Dal (United)-
led marathon debate was followed by the first division on
any motion discussed by the 14th Lok Sabha. On the agenda
was extension of President’s Rule in Bihar, a task ordinarily
treated by Parliament as routine. However, Bihar has been
on a roller-coaster ride for the past half year; it has rushed
from an indecisive election in February 2005 through Presi-
dent’s Rule and dissolution of the Assembly to the prospect
of a fresh election. That the JD(U) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party spotted Mr. Prasad’s hand in many of the decisions has
only added to the mess. Mr. Prasad, for his part, has done
little to dispel the impression that he is the power behind
Mr. Buta Singh’s throne. The latest storm is over the transfer
of 17 IPS officers, among them the Superintendent of Police
of Siwan, the constituency represented by the controversial
RJD MP, Mohammad Shahabuddin. The political motiva-
tion behind the transfers is clear enough. Barely had the
Governor signed on the dotted line when State Chief Secre-
tary G.S. Kang went on long leave. Mr. Kang, who surren-
dered his official car and mobile phone presumably to drive
home the point, has since gone on record to state that he was
by-passed by the Governor.

The United Progressive Alliance Government won the day
in Parliament. The National Democratic Alliance-sponsored
motion on the situation in Bihar was defeated 172 to 100.
However, Governor Singh has hardly come out of the ordeal
smelling of roses. Indeed, he fairly gave the game away when
he broke protocol to visit the sulking Chief Secretary, who,
adding insult to injury, spurned the Governor’s appeal to
rejoin office. It was then perfectly in order that the pro-
active Mr. Singh should be summoned by Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil for an explanation. It is obvious that
Mr. Patil and the UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi feel em-
barrassed by the Governor’s actions. Mr. Patil let it be
known that he had advised Mr. Singh to stay clear of contro-
versies. Yet all this might be brave talk and little else given
that the source of the trouble is the Union Railway Minister,
whose 24-member Lok Sabha contingent is crucial for the
well-being of the Union Government. The RJD was in power
for 15 long years which is a tribute to MTr. Prasad’s political
acumen and popular appeal. The coming election presents
him with another opportunity to prove the continuing rele-
vance of his brand of politics with which millions in Bihar
still identify. The way to go about this is by playing fair and
square — not by meddling in the affairs of the State through
the Raj Bhawan.
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House dissolved to prevent horse-trading, says Patil

AGENCIES
New Delhi, August 1

WA E

THE CENTRE on Monday strongly de-
fended Governor Buta Singh’s recom-
mendation for dissolution of the Assem-
bly as the Rajya Sabha approved exten-
sion of President’s rule there for six
more months amid a walkout by the
NDA.

Replying to a discussion on a statuto-
ry resolution seeking extension of Cen-
tral rule in Bihar beyond September 7,
home minister Shivraj Patil said the gov-
ernment decided to dissolve the House
and seek fresh mandate to prevent horse
trading, on Governor Buta Singh’s rec-
ommendation.

The resolution was passed by a voice
vote. “The election commission has said
polls will be held in October-November
.... The government has nothing to do
with it (poll schedule).

But, we will be happy if the elections
are held earlier,” he said, allaying the
BJP-led Opposition’s fears that the polls
might be put off till early next year.

Before walking out, senior BJP mem-
ber Sushma Swaraj said the NDA was not
satisfied with the home minister’s reply
as he “failed” to throw light on issues
raised by it, including the row between
Governor Buta Singh and state chief sec-
retary G.S. Kang. Kang has proceeded on
leave after mass transfer of IPS officers
there. Backing the Governor’s recom-
mendation to the hilt, Patil told the
House that Buta Singh had written two
letters to the Centre pointing to horse
trading and efforts to wean away MLAs
with the help of “allurements, money

‘Committee decided all transfers’

SEEKING TO downplay g
the controversy over
transfer of officials in
Centrally-ruled Bihar,
the government on Mon-
day said a committee
had taken decisions on
transfers after reaching
a consensus.

“We were told that
transfer of officials was
decided by a committee
by consensus,” home
minister Shivraj Patil
said, intervening in a de-
bate on extension of President’s rule
in Bihar.

He said the committee was formed
to carry out transfers before the noti-
fication of elections in the state was
issued.

Patil said the state chief secretary,

Shivraj Patil

the home secretary and
other officials were part
of the committee and
they reached consensus
on transfers except in
case of two or three dis-
tricts.

“There was an official
who wanted a transfer to
a particular district
where his son was sick
and it was done,” he said.

Ravi Shankar Prasad of
the BJP asked which were
the districts on which
consensus could not be reached.

Patil said there was no need to dis-
cuss the issue of transfers in Bihar
now and if members wanted a
separate discussion on it could be held
later.

PTI, New Delhi

and muscle power”. When Swaraj asked
Patil how the Governor came to know
about it, he said it was shown on TV and,
besides, the Governor also had his “own
information”.

“The Governor was very clear he will
allow a government to be formed but not
allow horse trading,” Patil said. Also, the
Centre had not dissolved the House im-
mediately after imposing President’s
rule on March 7, allowing sufficient time

for government formation.

Patil asked the NDA why it took objec-
tion to the Governor’s move. “Was he
(Governor) wrong in recommending
continuance of President’s rule and
House dissolution,” he asked.

He said government-formation on the
basis of horse-trading would have led to
a “Constitutional chaos” and any such
regime would have collapsed like a pack
of cards.
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Patil backs Governor's recommendation

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha on
Monday approved the extension
of President’s rule in Bihar for
another six months with Union
Home Minister Shivraj Patil
backing the Governor’s recom-
mendation for dissolution of the
State Assembly to avoid “Consti-
tutional chaos.” The Opposition
staged a walkout after claiming
that Mr. Patil’s reply failed to
address their concerns.

Mr. Patil began his reply by
asking the members to “bear in
mind the facts pertinent to the
issue” — the Governor was im-
partial as he rejected the claims
made by the party that was in
power earlier; the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) did
not stake claim until the end;
and the Centre and the Gover-
nor waited for months for some-
one to stake a credible claim, and
dissolved the House when it be-
came apparent that some parties
were indulging in horse-trading.

“What was our mistake?”

“Where did we go wrong?
What was our mistake?” he
asked, adding that all that the
Goverhment had done was to
ask the politicians to seek anoth-
er mandate from the people.
“Probably we have been too
careful,” he wondered. The Gov-
ernor had sent a report after two
months of the poll results rec-
ommending dissolution of the
Assembly. “But we waited for
some more time for someone to
stake a claim.”

“The Centre knew attempts
were being made to win away
MLAs of some parties. The ques-
tion is would you accept a gov-
ernment formed on the basis of
horse-trading? Did we commit a
mistake? We did not dissolve the
House [on the basis of the first
report by the Governor] and
time was given which was util-
ised for horse trading and that
government would have not sus-

& Governor was amﬁaf
. says Patii -

* “We waited for someone
"o stake o cleim”

tained.” Responding to Fali Na-
riman’s (Nominated)
observation that the Centre
could have waited for the Presi-
dent to return from his overseas
tour, Mr. Patil said the decision
to suspend the Bihar Assembly
was passed unanimously by Par-
liament.

To P.C. Alexander’s charge
that the Union Cabinet took the
decision at midnight and the
President was asked to recom-
mend it while he was in Moscow,
Mr. Patil said: “We were trying
to be correct. When no one could
form the Government, we could
not help it.”

Mr. Patil contended that the
Centre would have allowed two
or more parties to form the Gov-
ernment if the leaders of those
parties had arrived at an agree-
ment. But some MLASs of a party
were discussing government for-
mation and they did not consti-
tute two-thirds of that party to
effect a split according to Con-
stitutional norms. “If they were
not defecting, it was possible to
talk in Patna. Why go to the cap-
ital of an adjoining state?” he
asked. The Home Minister con-
tended that the proof of horse-
trading was on television and ev-
eryone saw it.

However, Sushma Swaraj
(Bharatiya Janata Party) said
the Minister had not replied to
many of the charges including
the conflict between the Gover-
nor and the top echelons of the
bureaucracy.

The NDA walked out in pro-
test and the resolution was
passed by a voice vote.
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oomerang on Buta

Governor’s administration disggac%rd >

: This week’s mayhém in Patna is perhaps the severest indic- -

tment of the Governor’s administratién. It highlights the
extent to which Buta Singh has unabashedly genuflected at
the altar of the Rashtriya Janata Dal. A party tough with a cri-
minal record, that includes molestation of Kashmiri wome

" on the Jammu-Tawi Express, was appointed as chairman o;

the Patna Water Board, a post that should normally have
gone to a civil servant or a technocrat. And he gets killed by
a rival faction. President’s rule stands disgraced after this
gangwar inside government premises and a change in Raj '
Bhavan ought now to be imperative. The Centre might have
intervened for much less in the case of any other state; in

. Bihar, Lalu Prasad’s clout ensures that he functions as the

AL

non-resident chief minister. If initial findings are any indica-
tion, the RJD leader’s family has a lot to answer for. The
water board chief, believed to be close to Sadhu Yadav, Lalu’s
brother-in-law, had confronted Subhas Yadav, another

brother-in-law. : \\% £,
Comparisons are odious. Buta Singh,"WHo has tffl}ide him-
self useful both to theé RID and the Congress, made a laugh-
ing stock of himself on Tuesday when he told the media that
the situation in Bihar is better than in London. Which per-
haps gives him further confidence to play footsie with bureau-
crats, Siwan’'s SP may soon be transferred for his firm stand
against party dons. This follows the transfer of the DM who
some months ago had raided Shahabuddin’s house. To add
insult to injury; his wife, an IPS officef, was shunted to the
back of beyond, a move that has prompted the couple to opt
for the Maharashtra cadre. Also victimised was the Gopal-

‘ganj DM, who was intrepid enough to confront the RID char-

acters. In trying to be pliable, the Governor has made a moc-
kery of the Prime Minister’s appeal for fixed tenures as no

system can deliver if administrators are changed without

notice. He has madnipulated the bureaucracy as an RJD
puppet. No wonder the MP with 40-odd criminal cases
pending still thrives in Siwan. Thriving no less is Buta Singh
himself with parties and politics firmly entrenched in Patna’s
Raj Bhavan. More theatrics can be expected between now
and election day.
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Gogoi and Sangma
two sides of same, (z
coln: AGP chief 1S

HT COrrespondent
Guwahati, July 8

BRINDABAN GOSWAMI,
president of the Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP), the main Op-
position party in Assam, said

. here on Friday that Assam
chief minister Tarun Gogoi.
and former Speaker of the
Lok Sabha Purna A. Sangma
were both two sides of the
same coin.

Both Tarun Gogoi and Pur-
na Sangma made adverse com-
ments during the recent crisis
in the party on the issue of ex-
pulsion of the AGP’s founder-
president and former chief
minister Prafulla Kumar Ma-
hanta from the party.

Goswami alleged that both
Sangma and Gogoi had con-
spired against the AGP. Sang-
ma, at a public meeting organ-
ized by Mahanta loyalists
here, had commented that,
without Mahanta, the AGP
would be even more fragment-
ed and, finally, would ho more
stay a strong regional party.

On the other hand, Gogoi
had commented on Wednes-
day that both Mahanta and
Goswami were two sides of
the same coin and both had a

@9 JuL 25

\ .

Tarun Gogoi

dictatorial attitude.

“Three MLAs of Sangma’s
NCP and two MLAs of the Ma-
hanta faction voted for the
Congress candidate in the last
Rajya Sabha election in the
state. Sangma has been trying
for a long time to destabilize
the AGP”, said Goswami. Ma-
hanta loyalists Ali Akbar
Mian and Abdul Jabbar — both
AGP MLAs - had allegedly
voted for Congress candidate
Anowara Taimur. Later, both
were expelled from the party.

The AGP president also al-
leged that both Sangma and
Gogoi, who were Union minis-
ters of the Congress during the
term of Rajiv Gandhi and
Narasimha Rao, had tried to
create a confusion among the
people of the state over Ma-
hanta’s expulsion.



AGP shows the door to
founder chief Mahanta

Show cause notices to four party legislators 1o -

Special Correspondent

GUWAHATE: The Asom Gana Par-
ishad on Sunday expelled its
founder president and former
Assam Chief Minister Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta from the party
for his alleged anti-party activ-
ities. The steering committee,
which met in the upper Assam
town Tinsukia, decided to expel
Mr. Mahanta from the party and
issue show cause notices to four
party legislators — Sahidul Alam
Choudhury, Gunin Hazarika,
Bubul Das and Utpal Dutta — for
defying the party whip and at-
tending a convention organised
by Mahanta loyalists here on
June 27.

A confidant of the former
Chief Minister and general sec-
retary of the newly-formed San-
milita Yuba Samaj, Assam,
Pranab Goswami told
The Hindu that now there was
no option left for Mr. Mahanta’s
followers but to form a new par-
ty. Mr. Goswami said party pres-
ident Brindaban  Goswami
would be solely responsible for
the weakening of the AGP. He
said grassroots AGP workers
who are with Mr. Mahanta
would launch a statewide agita-
tion against Mr. Brindaban Gos-
wami.

Placed for ratification

The decision of the steering
committee was placed before the
central executive committee for
ratification.

The steering committee had
served a show cause notice on
Mr. Mahanta for the second time
for criticising the party leader-
ship in a television interview.
The AGP had issued a whip pro-
hibiting its party leaders and

.y

Former Assam Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta

workers from participating in
the convention organised under
the banner of the Sanmilita Yuba
Samaj Assam, floated recently by
some of Mahanta’s loyalists.
However the four legislators
against whom the steering com-
mittee decided to issue show
cause notice and their followers
in various districts defied the
party whip and attended the
convention that was inaugu-
rated by Mr. Mahanta.

The AGP had taken strong ex-
ception to the “motivated state-
ments against the party issued
by Mr. Mahanta in a section of
print and electronic media” as
they lowered the party’s image
in the eyes of the people. The
steering committee had pro-
cured the relevant tape of the
interview in a local satellite
channel in which Mr. Mahaiita
had alleged that some leaders
who had split the AGP with the
help of the Congress in 1991
were now calling the shots.

Mr. Mahanta was earlier
served a show-cause notice for

HINDN
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his statements against the party
last year. He was stripped of all
party posts and banned from
campaigning outside his As-
sembly constituency. Although
the ban was withdrawn later, the
party posts enjoyed by Mr. Ma-
hanta were not restored.

He had quit as the AGP presi-
dent in September 2001 in the
midst of bigamy charges levelled
against him by a suspended lady
official of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Secretariat, Sangha-
mitra Bharali. The former Chief
Minister, however, strongly de-
nied the allegation and de-
scribed it as a conspiracy to
malign him and the party.

Political hibernation

He went into political hiber-
nation while the party elected
Mr. Brindaban Goswami as the
president on September 6, 2001.
He made efforts for a comeback
and contested for the post of
president in the organisational
elections held in Janaury this
year. He, however, lost to Mr.
Goswami who was re-elected at
the party’s Tezpur conference.

Mr. Mahanta led the six-year-
long anti-foreigners’ agitation in
1979 as the then president of the
All Assam Students’ Union (AA-
SU) and was one of the three
signatories of the Assam Accord
signed by the student body and
the erstwhile All Asam Gana
Sangram Parishad (AAGSP) with
the Centre and the State Gov-
ernment in 1985 that brought
the movement to an end. He be-
came Chief Minister for the first
time when he came to power in
the same year and again in 1996
when the regional party return-
ed to power.
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Congress blames

Reddy

for problems with TRS

SAROJ Nagi
New Dethi, July 9

THE CONGRESS is holding chief
minister Y.S, Rajashekhara Red-
dy largely responsible for the
problems it is facing with the
TRS, which recently pulled its
ministers out of the state govern-
ment and raised its pitch for a
separate Telengana at the Centre.

The TRS’ moves have under-
mined the objective of Congress
party of projecting itself as capa-
ble of holding its allies in a coali-
tion — be it at the Centre or in the
state,

While the Pranab Mukherjee-
led three member sub-committee
to go into the statehood issue will
meet again on July 24, Reddy’s
style of functioning, including
his tendency to be dismissive
about the TRS, hasn’t gone down
well with the AICC,

The chief minister, presently
abroad, is likely to be told to be
maore accommodative towards his
allies when he returns next week.

Infact, AICC general secretary
in charge of Andhra Pradesh
Digvijay Singh- has slotted a
meeting between Reddy and TRS
chief K. Chandrashekhara Rao
between July 14 and 21 to thrash
out contentious issues., This in-
cludes working on a time-bound
implementation of the list of
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Digvijay Singh

projects that the TRS leader
wants for the Telengana region.

The TRS’ main grouse against
Reddy is his insensitivity to-
wards the Telengana region and
people, including Naxals who
were being killed in fake encoun-
ters. In fact, it was, reportedly, un-
der pressure from the ultras that
Rao pulled out his ministers.

The central leadership has its
reservations over the manner in
which Reddy is handling the Nax-
al issue (which could figure in the
Rao-Reddy meet where Singh will
also be present).

“He is treating it like a law and
order problem and not as a socio-
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Y.S.R. Reddy

economic problem which re.
quires a political solution,” said a
Congress leader in close touch
with the developments in the
state.

Singh has his own recipe for
tackling the Naxal problem. It
calls for a pro-poor, pro-dalit ap-
proach, in which land restoration
programmes are a key element,
and a relook at the Indian Forest
Act so that forest produce goes
not to the state government but to
the tribals.

" “That would be path-break-
ing,” said Singh. The AICC leader
has, in fact, broached the subject
with the Congress president.
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& Fallout of a q\“
X&nagglng proble

he resignation of five out of the six Telangana

Rashtra Samithi (TRS) Ministers from the Andhra

Pradesh Cabinet marks the first concrete manifes-

tation of the differences with the coalition partner,
the Congress, in the State. Of course, the exit of the Minis-
ters or even the withdrawal of support by the TRS, if it so
chooses, will pose no threat to the Government. Perhaps, it
may even come as some relief to Chief Minister Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy, who has left for his three-nation tour as
scheduled. If he has not accepted the resignations right
away, it is only because the Congress high command and the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government at the Cen-
tre are also seized of the problem with the TRS and they
must have their say before the State unit can decide on the
future course of action. It is significant that the TRS has not
quit the Union Cabinet, and its leader, K. Chandrasekhara
Rao, would like to continue as the Labour Minister. Yet, he
has ruled out the possibility of reviewing the resignation
decision in Andhra Pradesh. For the record, the TRS has
advanced two reasons for the pull-out — slow progress on
meeting its demand for a separate Telangana State and the
non-serious handling of the naxalite problem. The TRS is
also upset at the Chief Minister’s move to go in for a Greater
Hyderabad at this juncture, making it impossible to parti-
tion the capital if and when a new Telangana State is created.
Granting Statehood in this case is certain to give a boost to
such demands elsewhere, say, in Rayalaseema or even coast-
al Andhra.

It is also obvious that the resignations have come soon
after the deadline the Maoists had set for the TRS Ministers
to step down sinee they have failed to get a separate State
carved out as they promised during the elections. The naxa-
lite ultimatum was that the Ministers should resign or face
the bullet. It is not possible for the TRS Ministers to contin-
ue in office under such circumstances, though one of them
has refused to submit to the party decision and opted to stay
on. On the question of a separate State, a UPA sub-commit-
tee headed by Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee is con-
sidering the issue in all its national ramifications. There is
still no word about the Second States Reorganisation Com-
mission that was originally intended to be constituted to
look at the new set of demands for separate States, including
the one for Vidharba. However useful it may be to have
smaller, compact States, the norms for division, as in the
case of the linguistic yardstick adopted last time, will have to
be clear. Such decisions cannot be taken in a hurry as they
have far-reaching implications. The UPA sub-committee
will have to first take a position on this before the Union
Cabinet could decide on setting up a States Reorganisation
Commission. The constituents of the UPA will have their
own say on the issue and it is bound to be a time-consuming
exercise. . /
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g PARTY THREATENS TO WITHDRAW FROM UPA COALITION

RS revolts, pulls out5
ministers from AP govt

In Delhi, TRS chief and Union

__Hyderabad, New Delhi > (%;jor'ny enjoyed by his Congress

U ATy

PP ELENGANA Rashtra Sa-
miti (TRS), fighting for a
A separate Telengana state,
pulled out five of its six ministers
from the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment on Monday and threat-
ened to withdraw from the UPA
coalition at the Centre, topping
! serious differences with the Con-
gress on the issue and the han-
dling of the naxalites problem.
However, the party faced a re-
volt with one minister refusing to
toe the party line and resigning
from the Rajasekhara Reddy gov-
ernment. TRS has been unhappy
with the Congress that not much
“progress” could be made on the
Telengana statehood issue and
with the state government for the
police action against naxalites.
Chief minister Rajasekhara
Reddy, whose government does
not face any threatbecause of the

party in the 294-member Assem-
bly, sald a decision on their resig-
nation will be taken at the “ap-
propriate time.” Four Ministers
— T Harish Rao, A Chan-
drasekhar, Captain Lakshmikan-
ta Rao and Vijayarama Rao —
met governor Sushil Kumar
Shinde and submitted their resig-
nation to him this morning,
while N Narasimha Murthy, on a
visit to the US, faxed his comnmu-
nication from there.

Santosh Reddy, the other min-
ister, defied the party directive
saying he was not party toa “uni-
lateral” decision to quit the Cabi-
net, a decision taken by the TRS
in the wake of naxalite ultima-
tum to them either to quit or face
builets. TRS, which has five
members in the Lok Sabha and
two ministers at the Centre,
fought in alliance with Congress
in the last year’s Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections.

labour minister K Chandra-
sekhara Rao told a press confer-
ence, “we will decide 1o stay in
the UPA or not after meeting
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi and seeing their re-
sponse to our demand.” Mr Rao
said his party would reconsider
staying in the UPA if they failed to
receive a “satisfactory” response
on the issue of a separate state.
Defence minister Pranab Muk-
herjee, who heads the UPA sub-
committee on Telengana, and the
Congress party expressed confi-
dence that the issue would be
sorted out.

In Hyderabad, TRS floor Jeader
Vijayaramarao, told reporters af-
ter meeting the governor that
“we have resigned from the gov-
ernment because of the contin-
ued neglect of the Telengana re-
gion and also the increasing po-
lice encounters.” —PTI



New Delhi gets its brand new Metro

The Capital goes further
underground with the
commissioning of the @

new corridor that 9 W

promises to go
a long way  pwy-\

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 76\/?

NEW DELHI: The ambitious Delhi Metro
project crossed a major landmark on
Saturday with United Progressive Alliance
chairperson Sonia Gandhi inaugurating
the new 7-km Kashmere Gate-Central
Secretariat underground corridor.
Opening the line by pulling a lever, Ms,
Gandhi hoped that this state-of-the-art
section -- running through the heart of the
Capital and completed way ahead of
schedule -- would prove to be an example
worth emuldting for other projects as well,

Speaking in Hindi, Ms. Gandhi -- who
bought a ticket and took a ride on the
system -- lauded the role of all Metro
workers and officials in doing a fine job
and said Delhi’s face would change with
the expansion of the Metro network.
Noting that increasing population and
vehicular density was a matter of concern
for all metropolitan cities, she said the
Metro would help in reducing congestion
and ensuring that people reach their
places of work on time.

Observing that the real impact of the
Delhi Metro project would be felt only
when it is fully implemented, she hoped
that the upcoming Barakhamba-Dwarka
corridor, which would mark the
completion of Phase I of the project, would
also be completed on time,

Ms. Gandhi also made a fervent plea to
. the people to ensure cleanliness, safety
and upkeep of the system so that it attains
real success and the coming generations
benefit from it.

Union Urban Development Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad said while the new

IT'S HERE: United Progressive
Alliance chairperson Sonia Gandhi
inaugurating the new Delhi Metro
underground line on Saturday.

section was the most important and
challenging one, its success would depend
on its use by people for going to offices,
colleges, schools and markets.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi, B.L.
Joshi, said in the historic city of Delhi that
had been built seven times the new Metro
section would reduce travel time from the
old Walled City to the new Lutyens’ Delhi
to just a few minutes.

It was an eagerly awaited gift for the
people, he said, considering that the
section passes through some of the most
congested parts of the city and promises to
ease congestion on the roads and pollution
a great deal. Besides helping Delhi’s cause
in staging the 2010 Commonwealth
Games, he said, the project implemented
so far had also brought in a new travel
culture. Describing the Metro as a good
solution for traffic problems due to rising
fuel costs, he said by 2020 Delhi would
have eight Metro lines traversing a
distance of nearly 250 km.

Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit said
the project was a feather in the Capital’s
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cap and something India can truly be
proud of. “An ancient area,” she said, “will
now get connected with the world-class
Metro”.

Catering to crowded places like
Connaught Place and Chandni Chowk, she
said, the new section would add over
70,000 commuters daily to the existing
130,000 daily passengers. “And while thus
far about 1,000 bus trips have been
reduced due to the Metro, another 1,000
would be reduced with the new section
becoming operational. And by the end of
Phase I - which would cover a total of 65
km -- about 22,400 buses and thousands of
private vehicles would hopefully be
replaced by the Metro with nearly 22 lakh
people using the system.”

The decongestion on the roads will also
help improve the average speed of buses
from around 10 km per hour at present to
14.5 km per hour and people will have a

‘safe, comfortable, quick and reliable mode

of transport. The Chief Minister said the
Metro had been an integral part of the
Delhi Government’s transport policy and
the dream of commissioning the Metro in
Delhi had been realised due to excellent
Centre-State coordination in which there
were no drawbacks or fallbacks.

The hero of the colossal project, Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation Managing
Director E. Sreedharan, said the new
underground section -- 6.6 km in length
with six fully air-conditioned stations --
had been completed eight months ahead of
schedule, Describing it as the most
difficult and formidable section to
construct, he said the aesthetic elegance of
Lutyens’ Delhi had been conserved while
care was taken that the least disturbance
was caused on the surface.

Noting that ridership would increase
with the opening of the new section, he
said the frequency during rush hour on all
Metro routes now would be brought down
to five minutes from seven minutes so far.

See aléo Page 3




Ajit Jogi’s
son hg}gk o
for |
murder

it Jog
NEW DELHI, July 1. —
Two years after the murder
of Chhattisgarh’s Nation-
alist Congress Party leader,
Ram Avtar Jaggi, the CBI
today arrested Amit Jogi.
son of the former Congress
chief minister, Mr Ajit
Jogi, for allegedly being
involved in the criminal
conspiracy. He is said also
to have paid for the crime
to be committed.

The CBI director, Mr
US Misra, yesterday warn-
ed of stern action against
Amit if he continued to
avoid being questioned.

Amit arrived here at the
CBI  headquarters  this
afternoon in response to a
CBI notice asking him to
appear for interrogation,
He was accompanied by a
lawyer. Amit was quizzed
by Special Crime unit
sleuths for five hours
before being arrested. Sou-
rces said the CBI required
Amit’s custodial interroga-
tion to unravel the conspir-
acy in the case. He has been
charged with murder and
criminal conspiracy.

He would be produced
in a court here tomorrow
for transit remand as he
has to be produced before
a court in Raipur.

The CBI has so far
arrested 14 people in the
case. Some of those
arrested are former NSUI
office-bearers and are
allegedly closc to Amit.
Jaggi was shot dead on 4
June, 2003. — PT1

www.thestatesman.net
e-mail: thestatesman @vsni.com
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Bihar chief secy
takes on guv,
' goes on leave

By Pranava K Chaudhary/TNN *

Patna: Sick of political med-
dling and lack of trans-
parency, Bihar’s top bureau-
crat on Friday walked out of
his office—on leave to
protest the shifting of 17 of
the ill-managed state’s sen-
ior police officers.

Chief secretary G S
Kang’s decision to go on long
leave came within 24 hours
of the transfer of the SP-
rank officers. Kang is learnt
to have questioned the
transperancy in the tranfer
and postings of these offi-
Ccers.

“I have proceeded on long
leave, but I will not tell you
the reason. Go and ask the
governor. I have said every-
thing in my letter to the gov-
ernor,” Kang told reporters,

Although Bihar is under
President’s rule since the
electoral verdict gave no
clear winner, strongman
Lalu Prasad and his RJD
cronies are known to be still
in control of the official
levers. The administration is
technically under governor
Buta Singh’s control, but it’s
common wisdom that be-
cause of the bonhomie be-
tween the Congress and RJD,
Lalu still wields enormous
clout in Bihar,

The buzz in the political
circles is that it was he who
got the police officers trans-
ferred ahead of the assembly

i i
&)dlls scheduled two months
later.

Kang, not a favourite with
the Rabri Devi administra-
tion, on Friday returned his
official vehicles, turned in
his mobile phone and, ac-
cording to sources, said he
was doing so to protest “the
governor’s action in posting
of some IPS officers having
doubtful credentials” to key
posts.

According to sources,
Kang had openly expressed
his displeasure over the
transfers of two young, hon-
est and hardworking offi-
cials—city SP Shalin and Si-
wan SP Ratan Sanjay—who
had fallen foul of close Lalu
aide and local toughie, Mo-
hammed Shahabuddin.

The 1970-batch IAS officer
reached his office at 9.30 am
and left his secretariat cham-
ber half an hour later.

Advisor to Buta Singh,
Arun Pathak said he didn’t
know about Kang’s leave, “I
do not know. I do not have
any official communication
about it.” When asked about
the transfers of 17 IPS offi-
cers, Pathak said these were
made as per rules. He said
Sanjay had sought a transfer.

Kang has been a conscien-
tious objector in the other-
wise rickety administration.
As food commissioner, he
had resisted transfer of food
inspectors, incurring RJD
wrath.
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Bihar chlef secy goes on Iong leave’

Ashok K Mishr
PATNA 29 JULY

trigger a controversy of sorts,

the chief secretary Mr GS
Kang on Friday proceeded on
longleave after relinquishing the
office. He shot off a letter to the
governor Mr Buta Singh intimat-
ing him of his decision to proceed
onlongleave.

The news took the bureaucra-
cy and the political circle by sur-
prise even as rumours flew thick
and fast as to what prompted Mr
Kang to take such an extreme
step. Clearly, Mr Kang has left in
disgust and protest over the
manner in which he was being
sidetracked in the reshuffle exer-
cise of IAS and IPS officials.

IN a development that will

The development will surely’

be a major source of embarrass-
ment for the state government
which was already facing the flak
from the opposition on the
charge of “carrying out decisions

under the dictates of Lalu”.

“Our charge that the Presi-
dent’s Rule is an extension of the
Lalu raj has been vindicated. Mr
Kang's protest only states the ob-
vious that Lalu was still calling
the shots in the state government
affairs” said the JD(U) leader Ni-
tish Kumar.

According to sources, Mr
Kang has pointed out in the letter
to the governor that he was not
consulted in the transfer of 17
IPS officials effected Thursday
night. If sources are to believed,
Mr Kang has stated in the letter
that he instead would not like to
continue in such circumstances
and it will be better for him, if he
was allowed to proceed on long
leave. Interestingly, Mr Kang did
not specify the duration of his
leave period. Sources said that
Mr Kang was very livid when it
was made known to him that the
government had transferred 17
IPS officials.

Admittedly, a number of the

IPSo aals who had earlierbeen
withdrawn from field postings
have been ‘awarded’” with key
field postings in Thursday’s
reshuffle. Most notably, the Si-
wan SP Ratan Sanjay who had
waged a ‘war’ against the RJD
MP from Siwan, Mohammad
Shahabuddin has also been giv-
en the marching orders.

Sources said the special advi-
sor to the governor, Mr Arun
Pathak, who is also in charge of
key home and personnel depart-
ments, prevailed on these trans-
fers without taking the opinion
of the chief secretary.

The bureaucratic circle is of
the opinion that the differences
between Mr Kang and Mr
Pathak were coming to the head
and MrKang eventually decided
to opt for a graceful exit. Mr
Pathak, known to be a Lalu loy-
alist, had earlier served on the
post of chief secretary during the
RJD government.

Asked for his reaction, Mr

Pa ak said he was not aware
about the letter of Mr Kang. “ If
we get to know, we will make al-
ternative arrangements. There is
also no truth there are differ-
ences between me and MrKang.
As far as the transfers are con-
cerned, they were effected in
keeping with the rules” Mr
Pathak said adding even the
transfer of the Siwan SP was ef-
fected on hisrequest. “The Siwan
SP had thrice written to the state
government for his transfer” Mr
Pathak quipped.

As for Mr Kang, he admitted
he had written aletter to the gov-
emor for proceeding on long
leave. At the same time, he how-
ever dedlined to spell the reasons
he had cited for proceeding on
leave. “You'd better ask the gov-
ernor” Mr Kang shot back.

A 1970 batch IAS officer, Mr
Kang was appointed the chief
secretary barley two months
back following the retirement of
KAH Subramanian.
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/ﬁethink Reservation

& Quotasnoanswerto ({
Q¥ WMuslim backwardness | RﬁQ vV

DHRA Pradesh chief minister Y S Rajasekhara |
Reddy would like to take credit for redeeminghis
poll promise to Muslims. He would justify it on |
the ground that the TDP had made a similar
promise in the run-up to Elections 2004. The legal and
administrative objections — the government cannot
classify Muslims as a backward class, the creamy layer
must be excluded from the benefit — raised by the Opposi-
tion when the move was first mooted a year ago have been
cleverly put to rest. But the Andhra government’s decision
to introduce 5% reservation for Muslims in government
jobs and in government institutions cannot be hailed as a
progressive move. It is bad both in principle and in policy. It
goes against the principle of secularism enshrined in the
Constitution. The Constitution does not sanction religion-
based reservations. It provided reservations for SCs & STs
as a special case for a limited period. Instead of phasing off
reservations which militate against merit and put us at a
disadvantage in an era of global competition, it’s sad that
the government should be extending it to new groups. In :
doing so the AP government is paying its debt of gratitude
to the minority community which has helped it return to
power after many years.

The move is fraught with dangerous political and
social implications. It could trigger competitive populism
and a scramble for Muslim votes through this politically-
expedient but extremely shortsighted policy. Power-hungry
politicians could take the cue from YSR and announce
similar guotas to garner Muslim votes. The social cost of
the move would be far greater. It could lead to much
heartburn and unnecessarily pit Muslims against other
communities who could resent the benefit conferred on
them. Muslims must realise that quotas are not the route to
real emancipation. In any case government jobs are shrink-
ing so reservation provides no major advantage. No one is
against affirmative action for a socially and economically
disadvaritaged group. Muslims in AP, especially in the
Telengana region, are poor and illiterate. But how would
reservation help improve their socio-economic condition? If
the AP government is serious about improving the lot of
Muslims, it should provide them free education and
training in entrepreneurial skills.
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Babbar Khalsa chief held in Delhl

Huge consignment of RDX and ammunition recovered in early morr?mq operatlon.

Also in the police net: two Delhi cinema blasts accused

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI: Jagtar Singh Hawara,
chief of Babbar Khalsa Interna-
tional in India who made a dra-
matic  escape from  the
high-security Burail Jail in
Chandigarh last year, and two
accused in the blasts that rocked
two cinema halls in Delhi on
May 22 were arrested at Narela
here early on Wednesday. The
arrests followed an encounter
with the Inter-State Cell of the
Delhi police. A huge consign-
ment of explosive RDX and am-
munition was recovered from
them.

Addressing a press conference
later in the day, Delhi’s Police
Commissioner K. K. Paul de-
scribed it as one of the most suc-
cessful operations carried out by
the cell so far.

A police team led by Inspec-
tors Subhash Tandon, Pankaj
Sood and Sandeep Malhotra was
on the trail of the cinema blasts
accused when it was tipped off
about the duo’s movement with
Jagtar Singh, charged with the
murder of former Punjab Chief
Minister Beant Singh. The team,
under the supervision of Assist-
ant Commissioner of Police Ravi
Shankar, learnt that the three
persons would come to Delhi
from Punjab in a brand new Hy-
undai Accent vehicle around
midnight on Monday night. The
police laid a trap on G. T. Karnal
Road in the Narela Industrial
Area and in the early hours of
Wednesday they spotted the ve-
hicle without a number plate.

When the police tried to in:
tercept the vehicle, they were al-
legedly fired at. The trio then
tried to flee on foot. They were
overpowered after a brief chase.
They were identified as Jagtar
Singh, Jas al aka Raja, the mas-
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CAUGHT AT LAST: Babbar Khalsa International’s Indza chzef Jagtar Smgh Hawara
(middle) in police custody on Wednesday along with Vikas Sehgal (left) and
Jaspal Singh, alleged mastermind behind the May 22 cinema blasts in Delhi.
- PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

termind behind the cinema
blasts in the Capital, and his ac-
complice, Vikas Sehgal. Accord-
ing to the Police Commissioner,
the police team recovered 10.35
kg of RDX, four pistols of foreign
make, 207 live cartridges, three
remote-controlled explosive de-
vices and a hand grenade from
the vehicle. The remote-con-
trolled explosive devices are de-
scribed as similar to the ones
used to eliminate Beant Singh.

“Bid to revive militancy”
“The accused said Babbar
Khalsa International was trying
to revive militancy in the coun-
try, especially in Punjab, by mo-

tivating young men with a
criminal bent of mind,” said Dr.
Paul.

Jaspal is said to have met Jag-
tar Singh at the instance of BKI
chief Wadhawa Singh Babbar,
who is now operating from Pa-
kistan. They along with Vikas
had purportedly come to Delhi
to collect money from a hawala
dealer after which they were to
flee to Nepal.

According to the Police Com-
missioner, the accused said BKI
had plans to eliminate politic-
ians such as Jagdish Tytler, Saj-
jan Kumar and H. K. L. Bhagat,
religious leaders Ajit Singh Poo-
lah, Ashutosh Maharaj and Pya-

THE HDUSTAN TIMES

ra Singh Paniharwala, and the
former Director-General of Pun-
jab Police, K. P. S. Gill.

Jagtar Singh was last arrested
in 1996 and, along with other
BKI militants Paramjit Singh
and Jagtar Singh Tara, was
lodged in the Burail Jail. In Ja-
nuary last year the three along
with another inmate, Devi
Singh, dug a 14-foot-deep and
100-foot-long tunnel and escap-
ed from the high-security pris-
on. The Punjab Administration
had declared a reward of Rs. 5
lakhs on Jagtar Singh’s head.

See also Page 5




'
Y,

Eye on Bihar
qﬂgo\%World)gank report bring?g—go/c; news%\

The most charitable explanation for the World Bank report
mentioning Bihar as a promising destination for invest-
ment is that it makes sense to concentrate on one of the
country’s most backward states. Fifteen years of Lalu Pra-
sad’s rule has created countless gangs of outlaws thriving on
crimes through political protection but very few industries
that would have a lasting impact on the state’s economy. To
that extent, this is virgin territory and any enterprise would
find interesting possibilities. World Bank officials must have
done their homework well. For one thing, Lalu Prasad is on
the way out if the last assembly election is any indication.
That is no assurance that it will see an end to corruption am-
ong politicians and bureaucrats. But the public mood seems
to be in favour of change and the report, Bihar: Towards a
Development Strategy, may well reflect the spontaneous sup-
port that investors will receive from all quarters. There is
also the perceptive observation that the people of the state
are essentially hard-working — only that the fruits of their
labour are got in neighbouring states like West Bengal. If
industries do come up in substantial numbers, there may not
be the same compelling need to seek livelihoods elsewhere.

The question is, where do investors begin? The World
Bank report has pointed to roads, health, education and po-
wer. The state authorities may be encouraged by the fact that
even West Bengal is woefully inadequate in just these sectors
but considers itself to be ahead of Bihar in terms of social de-
velopment. The report indeed emphasises the positive as-
pects and the natural resources that can be converted into a
healthy business environment. The next step is to seek the
help of the state administration. Governor Buta Singh has
disgraced himself as a pawn in the hands of his political mas-
ters. The fact that he released the World Bank report at a
workshop organised by the state government, the Planning
Commission and the World Bank aimed at generating a posi-
tive awareness among policy makers, the private sector,
NGOs and academics suggests that he has an opportunity t
redeem himself.
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-Advani leads protest team

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

in his party after his resig-

nation over his remarks
on Mohammad Al Jinnah,
BJPleader LK. Advani, today
found time for Bihar and led
an NDA delegation to Rash-
trapati Bhawan to protest the
dissolution of the assembly.

The leaders, admitting
that it was just part of the
election campaign, marched
to Rashtrapati Bhawan with
MLAs from the dissolved as-
sembly;, shouting slogans
against Bihar governor Buta

‘Singh. The NDA leaders
submitted a memorandum
to the President.

BJP general secretary
and incharge of Bihar Arun
Jaitley claimed there were
126 MLAs in the delegation.
While they had letters of sup-
port from four MLAs, two
were absent, he added.

Calling the dissolution a
“fraud on the Constitution”,
Jaitley said that the President
needed to know whether
they had the numbers —132
to 135 MLAs—to form a
government, led by JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar.

“The government did not
give the right picture when it

, sent the report to the Presi-
dent who was in Moscow
when he recommended the
dissolution ‘of the House,”
Jailtey said.

The BIP leader also ac-
cused the governor of not
making any effort to install a
popular government. This
was the first time that an as-

I Nbetween all the turmotl

 NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

_out for entertaining the petition filed by

_some Bihar MLAs challenging the Assem—

blydissolution,

 On hearing this, a bench of. Just;ces P V
Reddi and Arijit Pasayat asked the Cen
to file an affidavit substantiating its s
‘w1thm two weeks. But it declined to issue

The court aiso said the pemzmmrs will
after
the affidavit is filed and posted the matter
for hearing when the court reopens af:er the -
‘- should have been the last resort, adding that
“sound principles were thrown to winds

 have to file their reply within a we

summer vagation.

_ Meanwhile, the Centre’s counse} today»
handed over to the court confidential re-
ports sent by Bihar Governor Buta Singh

 EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

‘reoommending'theAssembiy;bé dissolved.

_But petitioner’s counsel Mukul Rohtagi

_ saida strong case was made out for eater-
ON A day when the NDA paraded 1ts¢_f
Bihar flock before President A P J Abdul
Kalam, the UPA Government. arguedinthe

- Supreme Court that no case could be made.

taining the petition. He referred to the

“haste” with which the Union Cabinet had

reconunended the dissolution and said this

_wasdone to prevent any alternative group-
ing under Nitish Kumar from securing a

ma;omy ,
Petitioners Rameshwar Prasad Chaura-

sia (BIP), Kishore Kumar Munna (IND),
~ Rampravesh Rai (JDU) and Anit Kumar
{breakaway LIP) accused the Congress-led

1UPA Government at the Centre of subvert-
democratic norms at the behest of RID
chief Lalu Prasad to prevent JD(U) leader

“Nitish Kumar from staking claim to form

he government.
- The petitioners said fresh elections

and the Assembly was dissolved by polmcal

- manoeuvres”

sembly had been dissolved
within 80 days of the an-
nouncement of results, he
said.

The delgation included
rebel LIP MLAs and also
LJIP MLAs who had
switched over to the JD(U)
after the dissolution of the
Assembly.

Jaitley said the President
heard them out and said he
would look into the issue.

Jaitley also said that the
charges of horsetrading over

LJP MLAswere not true. He
said it was a merger..

The memorandum sub-
mitted to the President said
that “ideological differ-
ences” had cropped up in the
LJP and around 22 MLAs
had decided to break away
from the party and merge
with the Janata Dal
(United).

“This decision arose on
account of dissatisfaction in
the party since the party had
contested the election on an

anti-RID plank,” the memo-
randum said, and added that
even the governor later ad-
mitted that he had found no
evidence of horse-trading,
The memorandum asks the
President to see if this uncon-
stitutional move can be un-
done.

The delegation com-
prised several JID(U) leaders
including George Fernan-
des, Nitish Kumar, Sharad
Yadav, Digvijay Singh and
Sushil Kumar Modi.
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NDA takes -
Bihar MLAs

to Kalam '

Gargi Parsai (YJ-"‘”
aleraty. lll£

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janatg Par-
ty leader L.K. Advani on Friday
joined National Democratic Alli- i
ance MLAs from Bihar in their |
march to the Rashtrapati Bha- ‘
van to lodge a protest with Presi- '
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam against
the dissolution of the Bihar As-
sembly.

The NDA claimed the support
of 132 MLAs, including 55 from
the Janata Dal (United), 37 from
the BJP, 17 from the Lok Jan
Shakti Party, four from the Sa-
majawadi Party, one from the
Bahujan Samaj Party, and 11 in-
dependents.

Five MLAs, four from the LJP
and one from the BSP, are said to
have sent in their letters of sup-
portfromjail.

Two independent MLAs could
not make it because of ill-health,
taking the tally to 132 MLAs in a
House of 243 members.

A 15-member representative
delegation met the President.
The Independent MLAs were
led by Jagdish Sharma from
Jehanabad.

Addressing the media after
the 30-minute meeting, Mr.
Jaitley said they informed the
President that it was a “colossal
fraud on the Constitution” and
that the Government misin-
formed him while recommend-
ing the dissolution of the Bihar
Assembly.

He said the delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
President stating that t&h.& Gﬁ}’;«;
ernor made no effort to ensure |
that a popular government was f
installed in the State.

When 22 LJP MLAs declared
support and  said  they
would merge with the JD(U), the
Governor recommended the dis-
solution of the Assembly.

“There was no evidence of
horse-trading and a merger is
not horse-trading. Two-thirds
members of LJP were merging
and that was not unconstitu-
tional,” Mr. Jaitley said.
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NEW DELHI, May 31. —
Rejecting the NDAs
demand for holding Bihar
Assembly polls before
monsoon, the Election
Commission today annou-
nced that elections in the
state could only be held
during October-November.

Taking note of the
demands for holding the
poll before monsoon, the
EC rejected the demand
after analysing them. The
process of Assembly polls
in Bihar will be completed
before 22 November —
that is within six months of
the dissolution of the
Assembly.

In its representation to
the EC, the BJP had
demanded that the it
should hold elections
before the completion of
President’s rule by 6
September. It-also submit-
ted that the-EC could hold
polls before or during
monspon as Bihar only
faces severe post-monsoon

01 JUN 200°

Bihar p

olls in Ogt-Nov,

Goswami to seek

anticipatory hail

PATNA, May 31. — Multi-crore
flood relief scam accused, for-
mer Patna DM Gautam Gos-
wami will move for anticipatory
bail in a day or two, said his
lawyer Mr Tuhin Shanker here
today. ‘1 am going through the
voluminous FIR and will file
their anticipatory bail pieas
soon,” he said. — PTI
tfloods mlh thc, monsoon
itself being not “that dev-
astating”. The EC took up
the points betfore rejecting
them.

The EC also took into
account the past ten year’s
records of the onset and
the withdrawal of mon-
soon in Bihar before ruling
out the polls in June, July,
August and September.

Predictably, while the
Congress today hailed the
EC announcement, saying
it would give enough time
for all sides to prepare for
the battle of the ballot, the
BJP said the delay in the

t\{
electlons wou d not affect
the NDAs prospects but
wondered whether exten-
sion of President’s rule in
the state would have major-
ity approval of Parliament.
“We would have pre-
ferred completion of the
election process by July,”
said BJP vice-president
and Bihar unit chief Mr
Sushil Kumar Modi.
Senior Congress leader
Mr Harikesh Bahadur, in-
charge of party affairs in
Bihar, said the Congress
would now try to take
along all UPA allies to
turn the polls into a
straight contest between
the UPA and the NDA.
Asked whether Mrs Sonia
Gandhi would take the ini-
tiative in bringing together
the RJD chief and the LIJP

president, he said nc
thought has been given tc
it so far. On Mr Lah

Prasad’s statement that h
would avoid “past mis
takes”, he quipped: “It i
for everyone concerned t
evaluate what he said.”
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“Bihar House dlssolutlon at SC door

NEW DELHI, May 30. -— Terming
the dissolution of the Bihar Assembly
as “unconstitutional, a PIL filed in
the Supreme Court has sought
quashing of the 23 May notification
by the home ministry on a presiden-
tial proclamation in this regard.

The petition, filed under Article
32 of the Constitution alleging viola-
tion of Fundamental Rights, was
filed by one Mr Shiw Kumar Prasad
Singh, who had unsuccessfully con-
tested the 2000 Assembly polls.

Claiming to be a “politically enl-
ightened citizen of India and a voter
in the state of Bihar”, Mr Singh also
sought a stay in the election process
in the state till his petition was

Na:

decided by the Supreme Court.

The petition. filed through advo-
cate Mr RD Upadhyay, alleged that
the recommendation made by the
Governor, Mr Buta Singh, to dis-
solve the Assembly was unconstitu-
tional, lacked bona fide and meant
to “frustrate the mandate of the
electorate”.

He said the Governor ought to
have waited for some more time for
the formation of a legitimate gov-
ernment in the state as it was already
under President’s Rule.

Lambasting the RJD for trying to
perpetuate its “misrule” in the state,
Mr Singh said the Governor acted on
the basis of baseless reports about
“horse-trading” of MLAs and added
that if the Governor had “solid evi-

Tk STATESMAM

dence” he should have proceeded
against those indulging in such activ-
ities. He said, “The recommendation
made by the Governor for dissolu-
tion of the Assembly and the procla-
mation of 23 May dissolving the
Bihar Assembly is a colourable exer-
cise of constitutional power and as
such deserves to be quashed.”

Polls in haste: Mulayam

Alleging that fresh polls were
declared in Bihar “in haste”, the
Uttar Pradesh chief minister, Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav, today said
his party would contest the elections
with full vigour, a report from
Bhopal adds.

More reports on page 4
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Law Minister

“There is no question of o~
invoking Article 356 again”

J.Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: Union Law Minister
H.R. Bhardwaj on Wednesday
asserted that there was no ille-
gality in the dissolution of the
Bihar Legislature that had been
kept under suspended anima-
tion from March 7.

Talking to reporters, Mr.
Bhardwaj rejected the allegation
of the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) leaders that the dis-
solution was illegal. He pointed
out that the new House was duly
notified and constituted after
the declaration of Assembly
election results in February. But
a popular government could not
be formed as no party or alliance
staked claim to form the govern-
ment.

The Minister said President’s
rule imposed in Bihar on March
7 and ratified by Parliament
would be valid for six months. He
said there was no question of in-
voking Article 356 of the Consti-
tution again as alleged by the
NDA leaders since the State was
already under President’s rule
and no party was in power.
Asked whether the dissolution of
the House required to be ratified
by Parliament once again, he
said the Supreme Court judg-
ment in the “Bommai case”
would not apply here as no floor
test was involved.

Asked about the urgency with
which the Cabinet recommend-
ed the dissolution of the Legisla-
ture, Mr. Bhardwaj said there
were two reports from the Bihar
Governor on the malpractices
and horse-trading that were be-
ing resorted to buy off MLAs.
The Government could not have
been a silent spectator to such
kind of assault on the democra-
cy, he said justifying the Cabi-
net’s recornmendation to the
President.

“Itis for EC to decide
now”

He said it was now up to the
Election Commission to take im-
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“The Supreme Court
judgment in the
“Bommai case” would
not apply as no floor

test was involved.”

mediate steps for holding As-
sembly polls in Bihar. He said
the Supreme Court in the “Guj-
arat Presidential reference” had
made it clear that the Election
Commission must take early
steps for conducting the polls
but the outer limit should not
exceed six months from the date
of dissolution.

He said that if elections were
held soon and a new government
was put in place before Septem-
ber 6, there was no need for ex-
tending President’s rule for
another six months. But, if for
some reason, elections could not
be held before September 6, then
the government would bring an
amendment to the President’s
proclamation seeking extension
by modifying the words “...in sus-
pended animation” as “dissolu-
tion of the House” and such
extension should be ratified by
Parliament.

Godhra cases

Asked about the Govern-
ment’s stand on the demands
made by the CPI (M) and Rail-
way Minister Lalu Prasad for a
CBI probe into certain Godhra
riots cases, he said a Group of
Ministers (comprising Home,
Personnel and Law Ministers)
had been set up to look into the
issue. He agreed that some as-
pects, in particular how much
communal colour was added to
the riots, needed a thorough
probe. The GoM would also look
inte the allegations made by Guj-
arat Additional Director-Gener-
al of Police R.B. Sreekumar on
the role of the Narendra Modi
Government in the escalation of
the riots and targeting of Mus-
lims in the aftermath of the God-
hra train carnage.




NDA’S BIHAR BANDH EVOKES MIXED RESPONSE ® 1,100 DETAINED ACROSS STATE

Focus shifts to polls and alliances

SNS & PTI R

PATNA/NEW DELHI, May 24. — A
day after the dissolution of the Bihar
Assembly, the focus today quickly shift-
ed to the next state polls with political
parties beginning to make their first
moves for alliances, even as the
Election Commission decided to send a
two-member team to Patna on Friday
for an assessment of the state’s poll-
preparedness. The EC is likely to take a
decision on the timing of the elections
next week. The EC team will make an
on-the-spot study of the logistics and
the time needed by the state adminis-
tration to be ready for the polls.

The dawn-to-dusk Bihar bandh,
called by the NDA to protest against the
dissolution of the Assembly and to
demand the removal of Governor Buta
Singh evoked a mixed response today
and was marred by stray incidents of
violence and disruption in rail as well as
road traffic. Over 1,100 bandh support-
ers, including state BJP president Mr
Gopal Narayan Singh, his JD-U coun-
terpart Mr Vijendra Prasad Yadav, for-
mer Union ministers Dr CP Thakur and
Mr Ravishankar Prasad and state
Samajwadi Party chief Mr Deonath
Yadav were detained by police for try-
ing to enforce the bandh.

Two BJP MLAs and an MLC suf-
fered minor bruises in scuffles with the
police in Patna where the windscreens

of a few private vehicles were smashed

by bandh-supporters.

East Central Railway sources said
train services had been disrupted for a
few hours as NDA workers squatted on
tracks at various places, including Barh,
Chakia, Bhagalpur and Darbhanga.
Several trains, as a result, were report-
ed to be running behind schedule.

Besides the Samajwadi Party, which
actively participated in the bandh,
rebel Lok Janshakti Party leaders and
Independent members of the dis-
solved Assembly also extended their
support to the bandh.

Indicative of the reconfiguration of
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Rt £ ATHI POWER! BJP workers stop-a motbreyclist on a Patna road during the bandh on Tuesday. — PTI

alignments ahead of the polls, expect-
ed to be held some time in September
or October, the CPI-M has told the
Congress that a division of votes
among secular parties should be avoid-
ed and asked the Lok Janshakti Party
chief Mr Ram Vilas Paswan to spell out
his stand with regard to the alliances.
Congress president Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi today calied on the veteran CPI-M
leader, Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet.
Both underlined the need for the “secu-
lar” parties close ranks to prevent
“communal forces” from taking advan-
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tage of any division in the vote during
the next Assembly polls in Bihar. Mr
Surjeet recalled how a division in the
secular vote had helped the NDA in the
February Assembly polls in Bihar. The
Congress has also asked the LIJP to
make its stand clear on the subject. The
CPI-M Politburo member, Mr Sitaram
Yechuri, also said that a split in the sec-
ular vote should be avoided at alt costs.

Congress leaders, however, are divi-
ded over a grand secular alliance led
by the RJD, despite Mr Lalu Prasad’s
assurance that he would like to have

the Congress and the Left on his side.
A section of the Congress feels the
party should go it alone and have a post-
poll alliance. But officially, the refrain is
that the Congress would like a consoli-
dation of the secular forces. While a
large section in the Congress in Bihar
has been wary of the RID for long,
some central leaders are also not happy
with Mr Lalu Prasad for the tantrums
he threw over seat allotment.
More reports on page 5
Editorial: House for Mr Prasad!
page 6

Worst kind of
horse-trading
stopped: PM

RANTHAMBHORE, May 24. —
Rejecting the Opposition’s tirade
against the dissolution of the
Assembly in Bihar, the Prime Minister
today said that the Centre had “credi-
bie evidence’ for dissolving the House.
Speaking to reporters, Dr Manmohan
Singh said: “Even three months after
the Assembly elections, no govern-
ment could be formed in Bihar. And
such an atmosphere prevailed there
that the worst type of horse-trading
was taking place. So it was the consti-
tutional duty of the government to
stop such an unconstitutional thing.”

Dr Singh said the Governor of
Bihar, Mr Buta Singh, had submitted
more than one report to the Union
government regarding the develop-
ments. “We had credible evidence
(regarding horse-trading),” he said.
The government had no other option
but to dissolve the Assembly, Dr Singh
said and added that the Governor had
“recommended to the Centre that
there was no alternative to dissolving
the Assembly”.

The Prime Minister also pointed out
that even newspapers had reported
horse-trading on a large scale in Bihar
for the past many days.

Taking a serious view of the recent
bomb blasts in Dethi, Dr Singh said the
government would make no compro-
mise with terrorism and face the chak
lenge effectively. “I have made it very
clear that our country will not compro-
mise with terrorists and anti-social ele-
ments.” Dr Singh said state govern-
ments should strongly deal with law and
order situations and protect citizens
from anti-social elements. “There will
be no compromise with all these anti-

social elements,” he said. — SNS & PT)
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Luck glves 1usn the ship

Manos Chaurasia in Patna ﬁ Qiu '

May 23. — And now, no one knows it bet-
ter than the National Democratic
Alliance’s chief ministerial candidate in
Bihar, Mr Nitish Kumar, that the cup and
the lip are separated often by unsuspect-
ed slips. Just when he was preparing to
stake his claim to forming the govern-
ment in the state today, came the news of
the dismissal of the Assembly!

He was deemed, not exactly in the
remote past, close to making it, with the
support of some Lok Janashakti Party
Members of the Legislative Assembly —
and not everyone was sure Mr Kumar was
building castles in the air. But then, it was

a second time that he found himself -

thwarted. Initially quite low-profile, the
former Union rail minister suddenly pic-
ked up speed, making three attempts to get
together 122 MLAs in the House of 243.
His efforts began with the Rajgir con-
clave in March when he drafted the com-
mon minimum programme before writing
to seven political parties, excluding the
BJP, his old alliance partner, seeking their
support. Political experts felt the Janata
Dal-United was trying to appease the LIP

chief, Mr Ram Vilas Paswan, who had
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advmed him a no- truc pohcy vis-a-vis the%
“communal” Bharatiya Janata Party. But
Mr Paswan went back on his word. A few
days later, Mr Kumar got going again,
meeting the former State Samajwadi
Party chief, Mr Dadan Singh Pehalwan,
but the LJP would have nothing to do
with the BJP.

Mr Kumar said he was giving up. His
third and last attempt began soon after
desperation could be seen to have
gripped the newly-elected 1JP MLAs.
What rattled them was the sudden trans-
fer of the upright district magistrates of
Siwan and Gopalganj, Mr CK Anil and
Mr KK Pathak, respectively, who had
tried to discipline the two muscle-flexing
Rashtriya Janata Dal Members of
Parliament, Mohammed Shahabuddin
and Mr Sadhu Yadav, followed by the
appointment of a Lalu-loyalist as the
governor’s advisor. If party sources are to
be believed, the NDA came close to
pulling it off, deciding to fetch up at Raj
Bhavan today. But the assembly dissolu-
tion surprised them. In March, 2004, Mr
Kumar’s government lasted just nine days
as he failed to proye-his majority in the
the return to power of

Maw



" Left backs dissolufion of House

NEW DELHI, May. 23. — The Left parties have - tone, the CPI central office issued a
supported the dissolution of the Bihar Assem-  statement that “seeking a fresh mandate is
bly, terming fresh elections as the only way to  the only feasible option” in the emerging
get out of the chaos. However, the CPI-ML situation in Bihar. It further said that during
(Liberation) termed the move as a “cruel joke”. ~ President’s rule, “all sorts of unethical and
The CPI-M said in a statement issued here  undemocratic practices, such as horse-
that the “only way out is to go to the people - trading and engineering defections, have

for a fresh mandate to form a government”. caused serious concern. The Union

The CPI-M Politburo asserted that the © government is left with no other option, but to
election result had not provided a mandate to. ~ accept the Governor's recommendation,” the
the JD-U-BJP alliance. Echoing a similar - CPl statement said. — SNS
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IAF top guns

graduate N February 27: Polls throw up a hung Assembly, RJD

emerges largest party.
t0 HaWkS N February 28: Mr Paswan says he will maintain equidistance
from both the RJD and the BJF.

RAF VALLEY (Wales, M March 6: Mrs Rabri Devi stakes claim to form government.
UK), May 23, — Ushering @ March 6: Governor recommends President’s rule in Bihar.
in a new era for the Indian March 7: Bihar brought under Central rule for the 8th time.
Air Force, six of its officers 8 March 31: JD-U leader Mr Nitish Kumar asks Mr Paswan to
today successfully com- join hands to form a non-RJD government without the BJF.
pleted their fast jet flying M April 2: Mr Paswan says he is not averse to Mr Kumar
course and graduated to becoming CM provided he snaps ties with the BJF.
fly the UK-made Hawk ® April 9: Mr Kumar announces withdrawal of efforts for
Advanced Jet Trainer government formation due to Mr Paswan's stubborn stand on
(AJT) aircraft. JD-U's ties with BJP.

Prince Charles, in his B April 15: Mr Lalu Prasad accuses BJP of trying to bribe
capacity as Honorary Air Independents and MLAs of smaller parties.
Commodore, presented the B April 25: Governor Mr Buta Singh says horse-trading
certificates to the officers. attempts on.
IAF Chief Air Marshal # May 12: Mr Paswan meets Mrs Sonia Gandhi, proposes
Bhojwani, was also present.  Muslim CM from Congress with RJD support from outside.

_ The flying officers who Both RJD and Congress reject proposal.
graduated are Jai Singh W May 15: Mr Buta Singh iterates horse-trading charge.
- Brar, Manoj Garg, Rohit B May 21: Rebel LJP MLAs meet in Jamshedpur.

Kataria, Saurabh Pachauri, B May 21: LJP secretary general Mr Nagmani quits, Mr
Vinod Prabhakaran and Paswan says MLAs held in illegal confinement by NDA.
Anand Kumar Singh. They 8 May 22: Mr Paswan parades 10 MLAs in New Delhi.
were trained as part of a # May 22: Union Cabinet recommends dissolution of
£790 million deal that India  Assembly.
had with British Aerospace B May 23: President accepts Union Cabinet's
Systems. — PTI recommendation. Bihar Assembly dissolved. .
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Bihar Assembly

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, May 23. — In a move
with wide-ranging ramifications, the
Bihar Assembly was dissolved today
with the President, Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, away in Moscow, accepting a
recommendation to this effect by the
Union Cabinet which had held its
emergency meeting here late last night.

Bihar is now all set for fresh
Assembly elections for the second
time in a year. The polls have to be
conducted by the Election Comm-
ission within the next six months. In
the February elections held to the 243-
member Bihar Assembly, no party or
alliance could garner a majority.

The dissolution of the Assembly,
which had been in suspended anima-
tion since the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule on the state in March,
came close on the heels of fast-paced
political developments triggered by
- many MLAs belonging to Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan’s Lok Janashakti Party
(LJP) revolting against him and back-
ing the formation of an NDA govern-
ment led by the JD-U leader, Mr
Nitish Kumar.

Announcing the  presidential
approval of the Union Cabinet’s rec-
ommendation, the home minister, Mr
Shivraj Patil, said the Bihar Assembly

had been dissolved to prevent “horse--

trading” of MLAs in the state. In his
report to the Centre, the Governor,
Mr Buta Singh, made the recommen-
dation for dissolution of the
Assembly, he said.

“Since the situation was worsening
in the state, the Union Cabinet
accepted the recommendations of the
Bihar Governor and recommended
dissotution of the Assembly to the
President,” Mr Patil said.

Rubbishing reports that the deci-
sion had been taken to prevent. the
formation of an NDA government,
Mr Patil said in the given circum-
stances — where attempts are alle-
gedly being made to kidnap the MLAs
of a particular party and take them to
another town in order to coerce them
- to join thc NDA -~ the Centre was
left with no choice but to recommend
dissolution of the Assembly and-call
for fresh elections.

According to Mr Patil, it became
impossible to form a government in
the state though enough time had
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been given to the parties since the
Asscmbly was in suspended anima-
tion. Following the acceptance of the
rccommendation by the President, the
Election Commission was advised to
make arrangements for early polls.
Mr Patil said Mr Buta Singh had writ-
ten two letters to the Centre pointing
out that horse-trading was taking place.
“In the first letter, he had brought the

T4 TES MAN

LOW THE BELT?

Mr Lalu Prasad at his residence in
New Delhi on Monday after the Bihar
Assembly was dissolved. — PTI

issue of horse-trading to the notice of
the Centre a few days back but had not
suggested dissolution of the Assembly.
In the second letter (yesterday), the
Governor recommended dissolution of
the Assembly as unconstitutional, ille-
gal and unacceptable developments
were taking place in the state.” The
report was similar to the information
avajlable with the Centre which was

dissolved

L\L&\\ (g’) ~ (r5~ .

| welcome the dlssolutlon... in the
Assembly polls there will be a
realignment of partners, there
will be changes in the alliances. |
will tread very cautiously. | have
committed mistakes and will not
repeat them. But | will never.
sever my ties with the Congress
under any circumstances.

— Lalu Prasad

He (Lalu) wanted dissolution of
the Assembly (because) he was
feeling very uneasy out of
power... he had rejected all my
proposals to form a government.
— Ram Vilas Paswan

My biggest fear was horse-
trading, the buying of MLAs and
making them sign on
papers under duress... | saved
democracy.

— Buta Singh

NDA allies were engaged in large-
scale horse-trading, kidnapping,
bribing and other heinous crimes
to muster a majority in Bihar. In
these circumstances the Centre’s
| intervention was a must.

| — Congress

i
L

corroborated by some political leaders
from the state, Mr Patil said.

Congress justifies steps

Justifying the government’s action,
AICC general secretary Mrs Ambika
Soni said the move was “necessary” to
check the “political atmosphere of
Bihar from being vitiated”. Asked
about the “haste” in which Mr Singh
had given his report as well as the late-
night timing of the Cabinet meeting,
Mrs Soni said: “There is nothing
unusual about this. The report must
have indicated the urgency of the situa-
tion, requiring immediate Central
intervention. The Governor must be
having definite information about the
horse-trading.” She dismissed NDA's
claim that it had been “on the verge of
staking claims.” “Being almost there
isn’t the same thing as having the requi-
site majority needed for government
formation.”

More reports on page 5



edlelilra, Albolls bl )l Bkl Lol ki@l 25 bloAln sedlalls Qlelaic o @b, |iabid: QUBIBICE BUeR  BuUS EUBL] ‘bl (OBk deld] HlRLE BlOblp-le i |lalliols lcalic BELIS bR Sldb Glb k) MG
“le}20b] Slale ‘duls BIS00] Blie 1ebIbe | MO R0 COPIA BRI Zlke Bb) Loz gll LRl Biel Blbble bl it 004] klipl ©2k) (Al Slicliobiels {6214 Blolie ebIblls Db RU-lslslh I0lglle Blo itk BRG] 1 BJIDY] Bl
Sidle liellobliell (loBad liblfle 2k PR 92UA) BIGG  BIELL, el [Hlall lablioqis 1kl 110190 bt BEIEE| Bl 212D ‘el Q) lellebleis blln BBARIE liBlok Iejlle: fldels ROls 3btp QUG kb 1AbIIeb) [GIB) B\ 15227 b
deo Q) B Bl By 152 Qlslk IR B5 KEDRe  Gollls kkim LIEE) Silibils IDID fii Blsd Slickolh SIlPlolia Bl b b2 1 lte o] &bf Glta 10 Blle® “1Blok [Bied(p {ololaBIq (sl QIS teiplete BlIblL) 526 Blle) Shi bI% 129 Blakdie)
;3D llleblia-Blialsliel-lelalie] ‘] (Tolls B BGjslin Llleldlle, BEIRE B bBNdbl RIBG) ok Ol |l 2105 140y ©0)) Il Biisle-lle 050 Bk lGleo]l Sl SED] Bk b ot BA lelb) 2D bl Blille,, ‘@b
Voduiel BGD bIBd ) telalt)b bQbie] ‘bl0) R2bllia BREISR Q24 RO\l B lslolb] S (22) Q)0 BB Ielalpe bl leflopliels ‘bl Lalh tlab) ulkcielolls klal fulb ba%ia0 Ik) able 8%k biadll ek B3l 190 KRS kbR
Bultel FllobIlolble L) 12Dl W) Bl hlfod D ielbolds Iislfleieie b 1851k B BROBIE 1 Rkl Blot 25 ik Vb 120l lieblBile BioE 4180 2B2s 1202 469 B2AED] ool | Bleb|@ LIS Bldb] 1o i
|B2 Iglls Bllakc] B3 Bl B)b EQsZIS Qbbdie bekil] 2L flols BAUR) Bkl Tobid 15U Blolle 1228 ol o) Elap ‘Gl S0 bluteld (leluit® d(blaf b Bille] BIRb &} PEOBIL ©Q (9B B 1BIQD KB 12 10 I D) Stlebslizb]She
)z Wb g1a) Blblie 114) QIS0 Idicilbb] (01 ‘i) Bllel  Blolb e Bl QIBE Bk risjich 1GDkb)L bl 1205 B badell Logllls BBkl BIA)P PO 2IG | |Sllsduks blkeq 5 bl Dlkle] BIRAIA [Skeiellzb] Bl RIS BPIOD blolls) kp
Blble BB GO lold 20200 BlASILYG 2 BUIlEliIb] bRl o] Slelb loalBie BEQ T B G0 fuble ls) Blelle BRIG) Bizllsfiolis BII2E] 5s BHUAU 3o 1) Bep) 1koke| bic
Vo) QOZ NS QA QldulE: Biia &5 MOl BIG Rl BIRIS leh B)6y Lol Tolle-lelienb l&l2) e qia) MaTRI (Il 1592 Qa0 bd) bId ‘Dl ) blelelte teqlbio] 1570 [egiledlle
Bl|\le-leli00b] Bib| 10O BI[A| B16 kS0 BIIIE dlles 0% [BRIRIBIG Bl biele ORIl \pEotoe  Mr Skak  zwse bl ghlalobinn hlp Bl W@l Led 1216)5 lile YR Y
lold> fleblo, lodle] leltoblielis Hillh BLOIG: L0k MOBIROP o2 0% Zlolle  MEOSIC kDA RO
Dl ile €% Blollebliells Mickle s lll@d-30 214 1o2ls) 90818 |2k 21905 ] BIl%i] BEIeble
loh s bitld ‘Blie | 1B B0 bl il Dl BIQIS loh 2Bl ikllebllells Bl
BiOlbobliells Ml b Qo [BIG: & dule [BISIL] BI04 Q5 b) Lsloy Zbbielisly] (Bl |tsbifile Bl

L | YD Blalib] B0 Blle bDl2l] bl Blaedn Lol 1EIEUS) B26) Blekedlele Bl Bl
Sldllefialls “bEIRI Il Bl BIGIA IRkclib] Blob) BlakEll EEE) Qe Lol 0I5A]
eallle Blblyl |BlE bk ElB) Ble2B] BEDk 14F ollefials @IISE) [AbIled) [GlbD,

Nzl lln N1zl Dl bl olteliedlis lelloblielts idllatblte Bdle
Bliellile 220 (el@lle e BhdBlliel 2k Blis | ulisiplolle Bl Solte 30 fiols ‘Bl Ielalp
Bolsle Blolllelials  Iigllodb 100D Il DA Meleld kb lold BUZE] 4PoE
I BRI [Dletallzb] ey 2260 | db (Bl g 57%E 35 1980 Bibln B3{%E] 1D 6%
Glela BT (AN), Sl by -+ Bl @ RIS BRIWY

Il bbdle lsll2@ e 510b01e) (A ‘B BEANRE l@lle  blGke kit lelalidr-lelb-hlicislolke
il Hel2lb] ZbIA Sl bliealk Qllollie bbb bRNGIE] 1) Blb 5 leble |1bIb% Lolld) $94
BIBla lacelizl] | @l 22R00s 1Ob bIBd Biallz Miele i BUb B BELIL bl (DRl
BWIGulbille 5 kbe QlEIS “ba Al SIbkibE] ek 06S (e BIG | Ak 4] € 180 alelibil)
Bl 54-1G] a0 (e Bl BIEDI Bl il Blisdn  kDie Bledlisblill b5 (Qle faliolin

54 MY 2005 AN,y PATRIKA



24 MEY 2005

~Laloo gets bail- .

The Bihar governor has set a dangerous precedent
N \\ which cannot do democracy any good & ¢

ASHTRIYA JANATA DAL

supremo, Laloo Prasad Yadav,
has been bailed out yet again by the,
Centre. The mandate of the Bihar
elections which was held earlier this
year had clearly gone against him and
his family who had ruled Bihar for 15
long years. If Laloo could not form
the government in Bihar, he also
showed himself incapable of breaking
the irreconcilable deadlock that had
emerged in the aftermath of the elec-
tion. But when it looked as if an alter-
native formation might be able to
break away some MLAs from the
Lok Janashakti Party to try and stake a
credible claim, the assembly was im-
mediately dissolved.

The prospects of an elected govern-
mentbeing formed were still uncertain
and the deadlock in Bihar might have
continued. Bvenif there was the threat
of horse-trading such suspicions
needed to be established. It would
have honoured the mandate thrown
up by the last election better, if the
Centre had first ensured that all possi-
bilities of forming a governmentwithin
the existing assembly had been ex-
hausted. It was premature to come to
the conclusion that no one was going to
be ina position to form a government.
Waiting a few weeks more, until the
sustainability of all possible combina-
tions had been explored and ex-

hausted, would have given the decision
to dissolve the assembly at least an aura
of credibility. The unholy haste with
which the assembly has been dissolved
therefore suggests only one conclu-
sion: the Centre has gone out of its way
and used every constitutional con-
trivance to protect and further Laloo
Prasad Yadav’s brand of politics and
governance. In the process it has griev-
ously let down a state that was waiting to
be delivered from a regime that had alt
but destroyed its present and blighted
itsfuture prospects.

What the state’s voters will make
of all the grandstanding, bargaining,
constitutional trade-offs that have
been on display during the last few
weeks is still an open question. What
they make of these circus acts being
staged ostensibly to protect secular-
ism is still a matter of doubt. But
hopefully they will display the matu-
rity of seeing through the RJD’s cyni-

cal tactics and punish the party by con-.

clusively voting it out — and even
more decisively this time around. By
doing so, they would only be punish-
ing those whom they see as responsi-
ble for the governance mess that Bi-
har exemplifies today. As for the
Bihar governor, it needs to be empha-
sised unequivocally that he has set a
dangerous precedent which cannot
do Indian democracy any good.

INDIAN EXPRESS



Paswan faces revolt

K. Balciland

PATNA: The Lok Jan Shakti Party
of Union Steel Mini ster Ram Vi-
las Paswan is in a crisis with a
section of his newly elected

! MLAs in Bihar raising the ban-

ner of revolt. This Jnas given rise
to fresh political churning for
government formation, elusive
for almost three nionths thanks
to the fractured ve:rdict.

In New Delhi, GGovernor Buta
Singh met Union Flome Minister
Shivraj Patil and discussed the
latest developmennts.

The problem for the LIP with
29 MLAs cropped up on Satur-
day with its secretary-general
Nagmani resigning his post and
party membership in protest
against Mr. Paswan’s “inflexible
attitude” to government forma-
tion. He said the legislators were
“disillusioned” with Mr. Pas-
wan’s failure to install a non-
Rashtriya Janata Dal Govern-
ment.

Mr. Nagmani announced his

2.2 MY 2009

resignation amid speculation
that over a dozen LJP MLAs had
been spirited away to Jamshed-
pur and some others to Hazari-
bagh in Jharkhand, where the
BJP isin the saddle. Reports sug-
gest the possibility of their being
shifted to Rajasthan.

It is also claimed that at least
three of the MLAs, now behind
bars, are favouring a govern-
ment under Janata Dal (United)
leader Nitish Kumar.

Saturday’s developments
came in less than a fortnight of
Mr. Paswan’s failed formula sug-
gesting a Congress Chief Minis-
ter  from the  minority
community. He had sought time
to implement the formula to
overcome dissensions in the
LJP, with the legislators divided
in their support to the JD(U) and
the RJD.

Mr. Nagmani and 18 other leg-
islators favour a government un-
der Mr. Nitish Kumar, who
recently gave up his move charg-
ing that Mr. Paswan had

NE gy

Party secretary-general quits, MLAs “spirited away”

“ditched him.” The LJP’s sup-
port is crucial for government
formation with neither the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance nor
the RJD-led combine being able
to cobble up the required num-
ber of 122 MLAs for forming a
stable government, as desired by
the Governor.

The LJP called off its legisla-
ture party meeting here on Sat-
urday with most MLAs staying
away. The party chief has con-
vened a meeting in Delhi. One of
his staunch supporters, Suraj
Bhan Singh, MP, along with
some legislators close to him,
left for Delhi. Senior LJP leaders
claimed that at least seven of
their legislators had been kept
“hostage” by the JD(U) and that
there was a “conspiracy to split
the party.” They urged President
Abdul Kalam to take action
against those indulging in
horse-trading.

The BJP leaders have accused
the Governor of trying to break
the NDA and assisting the Unit-
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ed Progressive Alliance in gov-

ernment formation.

The JD(U), with 55 MLAs, is
counting on the support of the
BJP, which has 37 members. It
also received the support of all 17
Independents when Mr. Nitish
Kumar made the move to form a
government six weeks ago. His
inability to garner support from
the LJP led to Mr. Nitish Kumar
giving up his effort.

The RJD too gave up its effort
to form a government under Ra-
bri Devi. The RJD has 75 MLAs
and received the support of the
Congress (10), the NCP (3), the
BSP (3) and the CPI-M ().

The CPI-ML (7) sought to re-
main neutral, while the CPI (3)
also took a detached view. The
Samajwadi Party (4) sought to
support Mr. Nitish Kumar in
case anon-BJP Government was
put in office.

Governor meets Patil: Page 8




Buta transfers two

¢
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PATNA, May 19. — The king is down
but not out. That Mr Lalu Prasad it is
who controls Bihar, in spite of
President’s rule and the Governor,
became clear today when both the
district magistrates of Siwan and
Gopalganj, Mr CK Anil and Mr KK
Pathak, respectively, were given
transfer orders. And as if that did not
suffice, the Centre appointed Mr
Prasad’s acolyte, Mr Arun Pathak,
adviser to the Governor, Mr Buta
Singh.

A 1959 batch IAS officer, Mr
Arun Pathak retired as the chief
secretary during Mr Lalu Prasad’s
tenure as chief minister. He
emerged as the Centre’s first choice
for the Bihar Governor’s adviser.
But a formal notification to this
effect got delayed owing to a show-
down between Mr Prasad and the
LJP chief, Mr Ram Vilas Paswan,

lu’ DMs

over the matter. Mr Paswan favours
a “neutral” officer for the post.

As for the DMs, both Mr CK Anil
and Mr KK Pathak, during their
short tenures defined good gover-
nance in their areas. They bulldozed
criminal gangs into submission and
razed their bastions irrespective of
their political affiliations. They also
took on strongmen who had eluded
the law for years. While Mr Anil
took on Md Shahabuddin, Mr KK
Pathak made efforts to discipline
Mr Sadhu Yadav, the youngest oi
the brothers-in-law of Mr Prasad
himself. Both Md Shahabuddin and
Mr Sadhu Yadav are RID MPs.

The BJP and the LJP have charged
Mr Buta Singh with appeasing the
RJD boss. “Two upright IAS officers,
who have been striving to end the ter-
ror spread by Shahabuddin and
Sadhu Yadav, have been given their
transfer orders without any plausible
reason,” said BJP leader Mr Sushil
Kumar Modi.

THE STATESMAN



CONGRESS COLD, RJD SAYS NO

Paswan hits
on new ploy

Prass Ttus! of india

NEW DELHI, May 12, — In a bid
to break the deadlock in Bihar,
the LJP president, Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan, today shed some of his
aversion to Mr Lalu Prasad and
favoured a Congress-led govern-
ment with a Muslim chief minister
but the RID rejected it outright
while the Congress cold-shoul-
dered it. .

“As the Congress had made sac-
rifices in the cause of secularism
by making Mr Deve Gowda and
Mr IK Gujral as Prime Ministers
others should also sacrifice in
favour of the Congress for a secu-
lar government in the state,” Mr
Paswan along with his MLAs told
reporters here.

He wanted Mr Lalu Prasad’s
party to see reason and help form
a Congress-led government as the
RJD had been “rejected” by the
people winning less than a third of
the seats in the 243-member Bihar
Assembly,

Amidst reports that his MLAs
were getting restive over the con-
tinuing impasse in government
formation, Mr Paswan, whose 29
MLAs hoid the key to the new
government, met the Congress

-pfesident, Mrs Sonia Gandhi,
along with about 20 legislators
and suggested that her party form
a government with a Muslim as
chief minister. -

“If the Congress gives a Muslim
candidate for the post of chief
minister, we can reconsider our
stand on not taking RID support
in Bihar,” he told reporters. He
said the Congress president had
told him that she would consider
the proposal in consultation with
party leaders.

Congress general secretary, Mrs
Ambika Soni, said the party had
only 10 members in the Assembly
and it had no role in Mr Paswan’s
scheme of things.

She also said the party had
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already given in writing its sup-
port to the formation of an RID
government.

At the party’s daily press brief-
ing, the Congress spokesman, Mr
Anand Sharma, said; “There is
nothing new in Mr Paswan’s pro-
posal. He is an important part of
the UPA coalition... (But) whatev-
er stand the party had taken, we
are sticking to that.”

Mr Sharma was responding to a
question as to what would be the
Congress’ reaction to Mr Pas-
wan’s proposal that he was ready
to reconsider the LJP stand
towards the RJD in forming a
government in Bihar if the
Congress proposed a Muslim
chief minister.

Mr Sharma said the Congress,
soon after the Bihar Assembly
poll results were known, had given
a letter of support to the RID in
the formation of a secular govern-
ment in the state.

Asked if the party was ready to
review its stand in the wake of Mr
Paswan’s formula, he said the
Congress had taken the decision
to support the RID considering
all aspects.

Dismissing the formula, the
RID spokesman, Mr Shivanand
Tiwary, said no government was
possible by Mr Paswan’s proposal
and it was just an attempt to keep
his MLAs together.

The LJP, together with the Con-
gress (10), RID (76) and the Lett
parties (15), could be in a position
to muster majority in the House
0f 243 if Mr Lalu Prasad agrees to
the proposal that the chief minis-
ter will not be from his party,

Mr Paswan, who is reportedly at
the receiving end of the JD-U and
the RID as being the stumbling
block in government formation,
also stuck to his earlier stand of
forming a government with the
help of the JD-U provided it sev-
ered ties with the BJP and pro-
posed a Muslim candidate for the
chief minister’s post.

MAY 2005
13 e 7, TESMAN



o AWRBT Ao aret g
Rowr w7m o wfRw 18
g7 3 SomN T ey
e TR ARAST ST
SR TN (TR
AR T ST #i5Ts i
farg & Row T e adefw
AR SRR SR AW q'orwTs

R 3 e S Fo e

(TS SR

ez cehr MR Bits ww
TRITTR AR R oW e
Rer fer @@ wiR groew
ffoara Aaras s et
% @ WY (O 9Sirs
ATEAN TWT G AN
ArATRE IR TR
NI O (5B SIATRR PR
T I 4R W R
AR NTIAER FTF e
[N WG AT AN
@reiie ot @R T 2
oW A Ry Reew

9T ATABAIR MR R
TR I AHRAH ¢ 57
froaten) G e awfREm

Bre Feodly, T, 32 W@ wwEw, Cwowm @We w0 awRer wewe @ of a@

R s W wRTe-
1 R AR WA
*[RfTasa! ware MR Beraw
TR MW TW ‘W @ING
sryrenTee’ Sta 1t 9 we
Fwfams)

iz oz 19 AeTR! GAfa-7
AT TR AT TR 7, @ BN
=8 geT o7 oz T R
43 | HAwme it @RI,
FIWA NG A A (o wRard
T BITS N | A IR el
T ANRATHT v\ el §
FACS #IATR I PifEA | O
©% whwre w3y e
GRS TANRAPTT RgH T
TR A

O3 ANRATCTR O3 AN
WA QYN8 A T AT
TR, WTew @wEE W D
STHA (BRI AR

TR, O (0 T anfr aw oy
q fm RR obm wEEw,
TG (AN @We FEd
YUl #R R e Rewd
o5t 3| Ff arew, ©
VIR {% OF RYTATE 4T3 7R
TR AR ] 7 oI5 3
QTR QYRR |

ALY TLLER 4TH, 1R 7O
awe g of @R Qe ©
Al wenw aw1 o oy
ARG WA Wy
S 1w o (e Siee

7R (AT Y ISR G
TITH7 wrAre] (AR =Y wre
@ ReeR g SR
frcame, coumy e areEtifon
JGJLFEIT I AT @
AT IR IWE QR
IR w2 (B (@S AT
7% ¢ AT 47 9 wad
| AR 9% Ay andE
forerae R R @3 (et
AERA! SiGHTA PR, W oW
7 iz we @memey
FRDIR T T #{1% |

-

N An
13 MW W ‘DABAZM
KA



ILd
*3)e)s 8y} ur sfrod Jo 1onpuod
107 uotsstwuto) 3y3 guisierd pres ay
‘s90J03 Axeriw-exed Sutfojdap , A[JUaID
-1139,, AQ eye3s 8y} ut syred ayj yjoq Sul
-INp sa0110vId[BUW PagInd peYy D 9y,
“eujed ul siayaod
91 POl uemsed SellAley J9isTuIw
uorupy pue juapisaad Jrf . Jdouurwt
[efizredwr pue jusioyys ue uy syjod A[q
-UI9sSy Jeyld pue eyqes jo] ay) yioq
pa1onpuoed pey D oY) jey) uorurdo a1y
JO ST J 011 APOq [EUOTINITISUOD € ST )Y
" Afenaedur pue Apjusioygs,,
Jeyrg uil sqrod ayy] pajonpuod pey 31 Suries
UOISSTWUWIO)) UOTIOSH o) papusjop Aep
-ung uo (dr1) Lured 1eysuep 307 8y,

g AR ‘eujed

aaJge 1. usaop uemsed

LLd

pPayse Yy ,;joul) ou uf puey s,nre]
Ul pue JeISTurul Me[ uofru[) ayj ol Tyst
-Tejdeg AQ USNILIM J9139] 83U} PIP MOH,,

« BURJD,, ST}
ut a1o.a e paderd oym asoy} [[e Jsuiesde uony
-0® 0STe puUe _ Snxau,, s1yj ojul 8qoad ysno
-I0} & PopuRUIdp Jewiny ‘Tysiieides pue
nre7 usamiaq Ajtwirxoad Jurioedsng

‘Ples Jewmny] ., *0Y a3 oI Apoq
[eUOTIN}IISUO0I PaUIRISS ATYSIY B 1sutede
sagaeyo SJur[eas] Aq SsMmI  3oNPUOD
90TATSS SUTIROTA J0] qOf JUSWIUISA0S o1}
WOJJ PaAOWSI A[9)RIPaWUIT aq PINOYS
ysteldeg,, Kundull Yim suonnins
-Uur feuonnirsuoc)  Sutudifew,, usaq pey
oym ‘Aepex pesead npet juspisaad (ry
jsutede 10® 0] V4[]l oYl payse os[e 9y

"UOTSSTWWO)) UOTIOB[H
9} Je sxa8ury SuIsTeI AQ S9N JONPUOD 301
-AJ8S 3Une[o1A J0] Tystaeides AT jo Sur
-}o€s 9jeIpaWI 8yl papuewWap Aepunsg
o rewms] YsiiIN Jepesi (AL YOINHS

g8 AeN ‘eujeq

YSHIN :1ysirejdes yoeg

SAOUIZY
dfd U3 yiim uon
-BID0SS®E SIY JO asnedaq Ajqissod
‘3uthes sem dprg ayl yeym Sunje
-131181 sem uemsed ° .paoueleq,,
I8 SMOlA ,$Sa13uo0)) 9yl ofiym
pIes 1Iemp], ‘enssi 9y} uo dry
s} Uitm Sulyis jou — Jr1 pue
ssa1duo) — sJaulred vJ[ oml
91 uo uo1sonb e 0} Surddeoy
"00) SUOT)O9]d A[qUIas
-SV Jeyld suj ul qry oy} jsurese
paselrq ueeq pey DY oY) ‘araym
-asTe pue eadeyy) ur spiod Liey
-uaurerLred s aesk 3se] Ul ATUO j0U
Jety pres Jayjang rremiy, - sjoey
a} YSI[US1Y,, 03 J10da1 8, TYSLIR)

-deg woJy A[uo 3unionb ing ‘Oy
ay) isurede sadaeyo Aue Suyreas]
j0U sem (IfY 83 1B} SUIlIapuUn
01 JY3nos uewseqods (A SU.L
"pres a8y ‘3B ST Ul SSauLIte)
UIIm JOE JOU PIP DH oY) 1Y) 1B
9y} 03 sutod uTy) S[oYMm SY L,

" beotpnfaad,,
2Iom A3y, Jeyy pojospsd eide
-UUO ul aqoad Jateyy pajonpuod
Iewny Yiueuy pue oey yorym
Ul JI8UUBW 31} JBY)} POIUSUITIOD
Jayyany oy ‘s[[od sy} pueuwIs}
-UNo9d 0] UOISSTUWUIOY) 81} U0 3.INns
-saad 3umnd jo Lpny deyead aif
ey ‘@1epipued Jpg pue J9)sturux
UOTJBIAR [TAID UOTU[) JSUWLIO] Y}

pasnode pey ueypead jaodal s1q
ur jey} pres Jspesl (fd oyl

" UOSS3] © sAepex yoeay,, 03 pa
Juem Aayy Suifes se Kuremsredoo)
pue uopuej, psjonb ose pey
ysireydes way) Y3im Sunoeasjul
aTUM s1801JJ0 ajeurpJogns Jo Sall
“BUINS 3y} SUrmouy Uo pajsisut
Jewny yueuy pue oey 'y ‘Jo
surstaduros “exdeyy) 03 ureal aq
-01d Y JoquIowi-0M} 9} Jey} Ino
pajutod pey 110daa e3ed-XT1s ST UT
ueypeld pies Lremti], ‘syrodag om)
9y} ul sanlxequurs Sutmeq ren
-TedWT 910U WS} 9¥BUI 0} ATRI0
-Ipnl 8y} ut oste pue O 8y} oX1]
$91POq TeUuoTIMITISU0d Y31y Ul

"Aepung uo 1yjaq maN Ul BNSS] BYJ JO UOISISA SIY YUM BIpSW ay) Siutenboe Aylanweuysuy ‘'L

11d

SUOTIBAIISAI BUIONpoiul paano
-ae} 1IBM1], ‘sTlod A[quuessy Jey
-1g o213 SuLInp osfe pue exdeyy)
Joased ay) ur ,SeIq-93sed e Yim,,
Paloe  UOISSIIWIO)  UOIIII[H
9y3 Jel) Jeald Uey) 2I0UWl BUWI0D
-9q pey i1 ey} SUnIessY 1YLl
SAem[E ST }1 UBSW jou Saop
Alsnowtueun U8Ne} UOISIOBP
V. ‘PIes 1apeo] qry 9y} Kyiinuw
-BUYSTIY "S ], JOUOISSIWWIOD UO0T}
-39 JoIyo Surieu InoyiIm
'sfiod vadeyy) uo
UOISTO3p & Jurye] a[Iym ‘Seajurl
-odde umo J19y] aJ0m OUM ‘OMm]
3y} jo siurodsa oy Suraoust, Joy
suoseax sy} or[qnd sy euw uoIssTt
-Wo) 3y} ey} pspuewop sH
‘padefre tremt], . ‘strod eadey
-UD 8yl Sul[[eourd S[Iym ‘aans
-821d S YN Jopun pue seiq ajsed
Wim pajoe pey Dy 8yl jey) uey
-pead pue rystieydes jo syiodad
8y} ul AJLIBIWIS € ST 2I9Y|L,,
“emed Ul sxa9110daa prol
IeMI], purUBAIYS UeWsayods
arg .Se3aeyo Je[fuas apewt
7003 ‘G ARJAl UO UOISSIWIWO)) 9}
01 ‘ueypetd 'g-d ‘sjrod radeyqy)
J0] J9oTjI0 Furuanias-wnd-NJ
uat} 8y} Jo 110dal oy} ‘IeaA 1sef
s7iod eyqes o' exdeyy) puewt
-I9JUNO09 0] SeIq B YIIm pajoe DY
a3 ¥ey) peIySIUYSIY YITyM ‘TYSTI
-eides Jjo prodag ayj A{Uo 10N,
-otgnd sjaodaa syl yjoq eyewt
UOTSSTIWO) 3y} jey} pepuewl
-8p OS[e (/Y JYJ, TysteIdes AT
‘sTrod 9yl 10} J9AJasqo Terdoeds
Aq pasted sagaeyo oY) 0} UCTIIppe
ur sem SIy ], *.Seiq 91seo,, v Jo 11
3u1snode UOTSSTUINO)) 34} 03 110d
91 B papuIgns pey 003} ueypeid
'g'd ‘stied eyqes o1 eideyy)d
3y} 0] J901JJ0  JuTuaniad
-WINd-9)BISISBW JOTISIP 84} 1By}
pres Aepung uo gy 943 ‘uoissiu
-0 Uo1309]y 9y} isuresde ased
S11 UaIBusals YHHIINA OL

8 AN ‘eujed

H U0 Jgxeyd seiq ased, sders (qry

4

¥

oy~

i ‘*ﬂD v "‘) T’

09 MAY 2005

Al >

Y

“q



.)//

i

f

l.alu fires quit
v salvo at ¢
CEC-m-waltlﬁg

Tandon Named In Tell-All Of
Plot To Defeat Minister

TiMes News NETWORK

! Patna: Railway minister
. Lalu Prasad on Saturday
. demanded the immediate
" resignation of chief elec-

. tion commissioner-desig-
% nate B B Tandon and elec-

' tion commissioner N
Gopalaswamy after a sen-
sational disclosure that
they were part of a con-

¢ spiracy hatched to ensure

! Rajiv Pratap Rudy.

: had also acted against

his defeat from Chhapra
constituency during the
2004 general election.

L V Saptharishi, a spe-
cial election observer
for Bihar during the
polls, made the claim,
adding that former
Prime Minister 1. K Ad-
vani had allegedly mas-
terminded the plot to
benefit BJP candidate

These two EC officials |

i
l
4

the election commission to

submit his
Chhapra.

report on

Lalu said Tandon and ’

Gopalaswamy prevailed on
CEC T S Krishnamurthy
and did not allow him to ac-

cept Saptharishi’s report :
and forced him to go for the '

re-poll. The two officials
dismissed Saptharishi

from the room saying it
was enough that he had
submitted a report beyond
which he had nothing to do
with Chhapra.

“Tandon has insulted Ya-

the RJD in the assembly

- elections, Lalu alleged.
. Quoting extensively from a
. letter addressed to Union

law minister H R Bharad-
waj by Saptharishi on May
6, Lalu said Tandon and
Gopalaswamy not only act-
ed as an agent of the BJP to
countermand voting in

- Chhapra even as nothing
" abnormal happended there
* but also ensured a re-poll in

the constituency conceding
unreasonable demands of

i Advani and Rudy.

Speaking to an agency,
Tandon later strongly re-
futed the charges.

Lalu also charged Tan-
don with making disparag-

i ing remarks against the Ya-
" dav community stating ‘no

08 MAY 2005

Yadav can be trusted’ in the
presence of Saptharishi
when the latter had gone to

GETTING HIS OWN BACK?
davs while Gopalaswamy
had said something drama-
tic has to be done to fix La-
Iu Prasad and teach him a
lesson. Both of them want-
ed to teach both me and Ya-
davs a lesson,” Lalu said,
quoting Sapthrishi. He ex-
pressed hope that the UPA
government would take ap-
propriate action in the
light of disclosure made by
Saptharishi. The official is
ready to affirm and swear
before any authority or
court of law regarding the
conduct of Tandon and
Gopalasawmy during 2004
LS polls, Lalu added.

When reminded that the
UPA had recently appoint-
ed Tandon as CEC, Lalu
said Saptharishi’s letter
was dated May 6.

THE (Mt OF INDIA



“Twin Delhi
blasts target
) 1

YU moyie,

OUR CO PONDENT

New Delhi, May 22: Blasts
rocked two Delhi theatres, bo-
th screening a film that has an-
gered Sikh religious bodies,
within minutes of each other
this evening, killing one and
injuring at least 40 people.

Thelarge Sunday audience
was watching Jo Bole So
Nihaal at Karol Bagh’s Liber-
ty hall when a bomb kept
under a seat ripped off the
first 15 to 20 seats, injuring
over 30 people.

The explosion at Patel Na-
gar’s Satyam cinema occurred
in the ground floor toilet.
Chief fire officer R.C. Sharma
would not confirm a bomb
blast.

“Some people said there
was an explosion in the air-
conditioning and we are look-
inginto it,” he said.

All other theatres in the ci-
ty were evacuated within mi-
nutes. No group has claimed
responsibility for the blasts.

The film was withdrawn
from all cinemas across Pun-
jab last week following a pro-
test by the Shiromani Gurd-
wara Prabandhak Committee.

Jagir Kaur, the president of
the committee, condemned
the blasts, saying the Sikhs
were not against the film but
some “objectionable” scenes.
M Picture on Page 5




Women feeling insecure in
Delhi, says Chlef Mlnlster

O& pls

Centre must act fast to restore confidence, Home Minister told

v S

NEW DELHi: Expressing serious
concern over continuing inci-
dents of crime against women in
the Capital, an all-women dele-
gation led by Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Sheila Dikshit met the Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
here on Mondgy demanding that
a mechanism be put in place ur-
gently to “instil confidence”
among women who were “feel-
ing insecure” venturing out of
home.

The delegation, which includ-
ed elected representatives of the
citizens, demanded that the po-
lice force be made more visible
to enable it to respond faster to
information received and leads
obtained.

It was pointed out that wom-
en had started feeling less confi-
dent about venturing out of their
homes under the present cir-
cumstances and this trend must
be checked.

It was also suggested that
helplines for women should be
made functional for all 24 hours

Staff Reporter

daily as well as on holidays and
weekends.

Pointing to the growing sense
of insecurity among the women
of Delhi in the wake of a series of
rape incidents in the recent past,
Ms. Dikshit impressed upon the
Union Home Minister the ur-
gency to bring about amend-
ments to the Indian Penal Code
by doing away with the mini-
mum prescribed punishment for
rape and replacing it with life
imprisonment as the only desig-
nated sentence for this heinous
crime.

It was also recommended that
the discretion of the courts
wherein they can impose lesser
sentences than is statutorily

0
v W

%,

prescribed by giving special rea-
sons be taken away as in the case
of dowry deaths.

Mr. Patil was requested by the
delegation that laws pertaining
to molestation and rape be made
more stringent so that they ar
not only punitive but also dem
onstrative and at the same tim¢
the process of delivery of justict
should be made quicker.

These cases should be taker
up on a day-to-day trial basis anc
long adjournments should not
be allowed.

This would produce immedi-
ate results and deter criminals
from such dastardly acts, the
delegation argued.

The Union Home Minister as-
sured the delegation that he had
started the process of taking the
required steps to curb occur-
rence of such heinous crimes
and instil confidence among the
people.

He said he would also look in-
to the suggestions made by the
delegation and the demands
raised by it.




Meningitis spreads to Delhi’s vicinity;

33 more cases reported

Ghaziabad, Gurgaon, Noida and other areas under scare of the dreaded disease

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Though no deaths due
to meningococcal meningitis
were reported in the Capital
during the past 24 hours, but the
nwber of new cases of the
de: 'ly disease increased alarm-
ing(; with the infection now
spreading to various parts of the
Capital as well as to the neigh-
bouring towns.

On Sunday, 33 new meningitis
patients were admitted to vari-
ous city hospitals with fresh
cases being detected in neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh and Ha-
ryana. As many as 116 patients
are presently undergoing treat-
ment in city hospitals, while 43
have been discharged so far.
However, the death toll has re-
mained at 15.

‘Stating that no deaths have
been reported from the Capital
in the past 24 hours, the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi’s Direc-
tor (Hospital Administration), J.
N. Banavaliker, said though
fresh cases were coming up, but
still the disease had not assumed
epidemic proportions. He also
noted that patients from other
places like Ghaziabad, Noida,
Jhansi and Moradabad have also
been admitted to hospitals in
Delhi.

Dr. Banavaliker said many pa-
tients had been admitted merely
on suspicion of showing symp-
toms of meningococcal meningi-
tis. Of the new patients admitted
to various hospitals, a maximum
of 10 were admitted in Lok
Nayak Jaya Prakash Narayan
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A LONG WAIT: A relative of a meningitis patient waiting

outside a special ward at LNJP hospital in New Delhi

on Sunday.

Hospital, six in All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, five in
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital,
three in Guru Teg Bahadur, two
in Bara Hindu Rao Hospital and
one each in Deen Dayal Upad-
haya, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Max,
Safdarjang, Swami Dayanand,
Sanjay Gandhi and Shanti Mu-
kund hospitals.

The civic body has constituted
medical teams for monitoring
and coordinating treatment and
arrival of fresh cases at Bara
Hindu Rao, Swami Dayanand
and Kasturba hospitals, said Dr.
Banavaliker, adding that a ma-

jority of cases were from the
Walled City while fresh cases
have been reported from Sadar
Paharganj and Shahdara (North)
zones.

Stating that all necessary
measures have been taken to
check the spread of the disease
and a massive awareness cam-
paign had been launched, partic-
ularly in the affected areas, Dr.
Banavaliker said there was no
shortage of medicines and more
vaccines were being procured.
He has also asked private hospi-
tals to immediately report any
suspected case of the disease to

A
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the MCD or State Government
authorities concerned.
Meanwhile, a high-level team
of Central Health Ministry vis-
ited various hospitals to check[
whether directions issued by it
to check spread of meningococ- J
cal meningitis were being com-
plied with. They found that basic |
preparations like 24-hour avail- |
ability of doctors and para-med- |
ical staff, isolation wards and |
proper stock of medicine were |
well in place. They asked the au-
thorities to step up the exercise |
to vaccinate doctors and other |
staff who are coming in direct J
contact with the patients as well |
as their attendants and close rel- |
atives, S

Chandigarh }
Correspondent reports: |

Four cases of meningococcal |
meningitis (brain fever) have :
beenreported in the areas of Ha- |
ryana adjacent to New Delhi and ,
one case has been reported from |
Chandi Mandir in Panchkula |
district. ;

In a statement here on Sun- |
day, a spokesman of the Health
Department said that while two |
of these cases had been reported '
from Gurgaon, one each had!
been reported from Faridabad |
and Bahadurgarh. The fifth case, |
reported from Chandi Mandir, |
had got infection from Delhi. J
One more patient suffering from |
brain fever had come from Delhi "
and was under treatment at B.D.
Sharma Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Science, Rohtak.



Seven killed in viole

Staff Reporter .7y ,(y%. _ Q
AN
PENUKONDA: The countdown ‘to
the Penukonda Assembly by-
election began on a violent note
when six Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) activists and an Assistant
Sub-Inspector of Police were
killed and scores of others were
injured around the time the par-
ty candidate, Paritala Sunita, fil-
ed her nomination on Friday.
The police fired as many as
300 rounds, lobbing dozens of
teargas shells to quell violent
mobs of TDP workers outside
the office of the Revenue Divi-
sional Offlcer (RDQ) where Ms.
Sunita had gone in the forenoon
to submit papers. In the violence
that ensued, irate mobs set afire
ten lorries and a police jeep on
the National Highway 7 in front
of the office while retreating.
The NH-7 and the surrounding
areas resembled a war zone with
blood and stone strewn all
around. The Chief Minister, Y. S.
Rajasekhara Reddy, squarely
blamed the TDP, more partic-
ularly its president, N. Chandra-
babu Naidu, for the violence, and

rejected the demax%ég‘%o’rg judi-

cial inquiry since a magisterial
probe had already been ordered.
He criticised Mr. Naidu for re-
Jjecting his proposal that both
the Congress and the TDP desist
from fielding candidates belong-
ing to families with a factional
background. Dr. Reddy an-
nounced his decision to keep
away from the three-week-long
election campaign.

Mr. Naidu, on the other hand,
demanded a judicial probe, and
the suspension of the Rayalasee-
ma Inspector-General of Police,
R. P. Meena, and the Anantapur
Superintendent of Police. He
said the Election Commission
should take note of the “attempt
by the Congress to subvert the
demaocratic process” by deputing
special observers and police offi-
cers from outside for the bypoll.

He said that the violence was
the handiwork of outsiders but
the Chief Minister retorted by
saying that the only outsiders in
Penukonda were the former
Ministers — T. Devender Goud,
N. Janardhan Reddy and other
TDP leaders from Hyderabad —

THE MiNDYy

ce

and\t{l\at Héy had instigated the
violence.

Trouble began even before
Ms. Sunita, wife of the slain TDP
MLA, Paritala Ravi, went to the
RDO’s office to submit her nomi-
nation.

Thousands of her late hus-
band’s supporters had gathered
there. Wielding lathis, they tried
to gatecrash into the office.

When the police tried to push
them out, the TDP workers reac-
ted violently by throwing stones
at them and seriously injuring
several officers and policemen.
As the mob began getting unruly,
the police first used lathi-charge
and then opened fire into the air.

Finally, they trained their
guns on the mob killing three
TDP activists at the entrance of
the RDO’s office.

Three more bodies of party
workers were found — one near
the Mandal Revenue Office and
two beside the compound wall of
the RDO’s office.

The ASI from Hindupur, Kul-
layappa, who was grievously in-
jured in the stone-pelting,
succumbed to his injuries.

|
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hints at new /,

govt in Bihar

g,

sans B]P,'R']D

" Ashok K. Mishra
X, PATNA 20 APRIL (A

LA

R ANCEE
THE Samajwadi Party (SP) presi-
B dent, Mu-
layam Singh

Yadav, has
predicted in-
stallation of a
popular gov-
] ernment  in
Bihar  sans
the support
of either the
{ Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) or the
Rashiriya Janata Dal (RJD). At
the same time, Mr Yadav made it
clear that the SP was not in
favour of holding fresh elections
to end the political stalemate
marked by the continuation of
the president’s rule.

The SPpresident told reporters
here on Wednesday that the
mandate had clearly gone against
the RJD and it would be f;?{'i
hardy toinvolve itinany govgfn-
ment-making exercise,

“A secular government with-
out the support of the BJP and
the RJD can be formed. In fact,
such a government will be in-

stalled,” Mr Yadav maintained, |

adding the party will take the ini-
tiative as and when required.

When asked why attempts at
government formation had hit a
roadblock so far, the SP president
said a popular government
should be in place but his outfit
would not be a party to any dis-
pensation that will include either
the RJD or the BJR.

To another query as to
whether fresh elections could be
a way out of the political uncer-
tainty, he remarked, “lamnot in
favour of election”.

He also said both Ram Vilas
Paswan and Nitish Kumar should
talk to each other to discuss the
nitty gritty of government forma-
tion. The state Samajwadi leader-
ship even brokered for peace be-
tween Mr Paswan and Mr Ku-
mar, butdidn’t succeed.

Talking about the three-day
national convention of the party,
opening here on Thursday, Mr
Yadav said Bihar had remained
hooked to the socialist ideology in
the past and this was predsely
why the national executive com-
mittee of the party decided 10
hold the national convention in
the state.

[



 Paswan strategy poses
bartiér to govt formation

Qur Political Bureau»y

T NEW DELHT 19 APRIL

OK Janshakti Party (LJP)
L chief Ram Vilas Paswan's

strategy of maintaining
equal distance from the RJD and
the BJP seems to be falling apart
and the party might just have to
pay a heavy price for being seen
as the major stumbling block in
the formation of the next govern-
ment in Bihar. Two months into
the President’s rule, LJP MLAs
have been left wondering
whether Mr Paswan’s game plan
would end up short-circuiting
their ambitions of enjoying the

trappings of power.
As murmurs of dissent grew
louder, the Union minister

stepped in by suspending former
Lok Sabha member Anwarul
Hagq from the party for six years
for carrying on “anti-party activi-
ties” —a euphemism for instigat-
ingasection of the newly-elected

legislators to ask Mr Paswan to ei-
ther take the lead in forming the
next government or allowing
railway minister Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav to form the next government
with the LJP's help.

Mr Haq was suspected by the
party leaders as the main brain
behind Mohiuddinagar MLA
Ajay Kurmnar Bulganin’s defiant
stance urging his party president

to bury his differences with the
RID chieftoforma “secular” gov-
ernment in the state.

A Yadav by caste, Mr Bulganin
is said to have met the railway
minister who, in turn, asked him
to impress upon his party chief to
forge a “secular” coalition. This
was something which was simply
unpalatable to the majority of the
LJP MLAs, comprising mostly of
upper caste Bhumihars and Ra-
jputs, who felt that having been
elected on an anti-RJD plank, it
would have been suicidal for them
to embrace the RJD yet again.

Mr Bulganin's salvo was im-
mediately countered by these
MLAs. Sensing trouble in his par-
ty, Mr Paswan rushed in to stall
any poaching moves from Mr
Lalu Prasad Yadav. Taking an
about turn from his publicly-de-
clared stance, the LIP chief has
now promised to pave the way
forinstalling a governmentin the

" state in “the next three months.”

20 Apr 2005
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New Delhi, April 16: Fresh
efforts are being made to prop
up a United Progressive Allia-
nce regime in Bihar within a
month, comprising the Rasht-
riya Janata Dal and the Lok
Janshakti Party and headed
by a member outside Laloo
Prasad Yadav’s family.

UPA sources said a formu-
la was being worked out that
would at once be a face-saver
for LJP chief Ram Vilas
Paswan — he has steadfastly
opposed truck with the RJD —
and facilitate the installation
of agovernment.

Congress chief Sonia Gan-
dhi, who had brought the war-
ring Bihar leaders together on
the eve of last year’s
Lok Sabha polls, is
keen that the two
Union  ministers
team up in Bihar.

The initiative is
being taken in the
wake of Janata Dal
(U)leader Nitish Ku-
mar ruling out the
possibility of his
party snapping ties

Legislators from all parties
were also growing restive be-
cause they were not getting
salary and allowances, the
sources said. There were fears
that snap polls might be held.

Some senior central minis-
ters favoured elections, but the
Prime Minister was against it,
the sources said. If elections
were held now, the RJD could
be the gainer and the LJP the
biggest loser.

Contrary to the impression
that 17 of the 29 upper caste
LJP legislators were anti-La-
loo Prasad, as many as 12 were
pressing Paswan to join hands
with him, the sources added.

LJPMLAs Ajay Kumar Bu-
lganin and Poonam Devi sugg-
ested as much in Hajipur yest-
erday. Others too are believed
to be in touch with him. But
the LJP hurriedly convened a

" Fresh crack Xt
Bihar govt

KAY BENEDICT C\ ( L&ews conferelcje today and de-

vt

ied any cracks in the party.

Sources said even as the
Congress, Left and Nationalist
Congress Party chief Sharad
Pawar were urging Paswan to
bury the hatchet with Laloo
Prasad, there were sugge-
stions that he could help by op-
ting out of the numbers game.

Strategists working on the
formula said the strength of
parties backing an RJD-led
government was now 111 —
RJD 75 + Cong 10 + NCP 3 +
BSP2+ CPM 1+ CPI3 +Inde-
pendents 17.

If the 29-member LJP ab-
stained from voting, the
strength of the House would
be reduced to 214. The UPA
would then need only 107 me-
mbers to form a gov-
% ernment.

The four-member
Samajwadi Party
and the seven-memb-
er CPI (ML), which
1 would never back an
NDA government,
{ could also similarly

ball, these two par-

with the BJP. The LalooPrasad ties would be of no
sources said the only consequence.

option left now was for the If the LJP, Samajwadi Par-
RJD and LJP to join hands. ty and CPI(ML) — a block of

40 — abstained, only 102 mem-
bers would be required to fo-
rm a government. The UPA al-
one, barring the LJP, has 94
members and the RJD would
need only six of the 17 Inde-
pendents to put a government
in place.

In Patna yesterday, Laloo
Prasad said a government led
by Rabri Devi would be in pla-
ce within a month-and-a-half.
“With Sankranti festival over,
we have begun efforts to form
a government led by Rabri De-
vi. I am confident our govern-
ment will be formed in 45
days,” he said.

“We neither favour a prolo-
nged stint of President’s rule
nor do we want our poor state
to shoulder the burden of a sn-
ap poll. So we have initiated ef-
forts to form a secular govern-
ment,” he said.

17 PP 2005
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-Non-starter in Bihar
' Nitish, Paswan fail to strike deal ¢.\/*

Had Nitish Kumar and Ram Vilas Paswan succeeded in for-
ming a government in Bihar, it would have been a miracle
their staunchest supporters may not ever have considered
possible. They were firm in their positions — on either side of
a political fence. Nothing has changed since the February
election except a growing sense that time may be running out
and the Governor may have no option but to recommend
dissolution of the House. However, opportunities for grab-
bing power are hard to resist though Nitish and Paswan would
be throwing all principles to the winds. Except for shared
animosity towards Lalu Prasad, there is nothing that brings
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party and Nitish’s JD-U together.
Paswan had fought the election alone drawing away Dalit and
Muslim votes from the RJD, while Nitish had a firm ally in
the BJP. The moves last week were shocking even by Bihar
standards. After apparently reaching a power-sharing
arrangement, Paswan declared in Ranchi there was “nothing
wrong” in seeking BJP’s outside support. Nitish, on his part,
went ahead with drawing up a common minimum
programme and sending it to all parties which he thought
would be his allies in government, except the BJP, his poll
partner. The signals were clear: JD-U and LJP would form
the government with Nitish as chief minister, the BJP would
support it from outside and, wonder of wonders, Paswan had
hoped to hold on to his portfolio in the UPA government.
Paswan made no secret of his greed by dissolving the Bihar
unit of the LIP, claiming thereby it was no part of the “nation-
al LJP” which is a constituent of the UPA. Nothing could be
more preposterous than the prospect of Paswan remaining a
minister in Delhi with his party sharing power in a JD-U-led,
BJP-supported government in Bihar. The Left and the Cong-
ress were quick to react, and rightly so. They effectively shot
the opportunistic plan down. Paswan evidently values his min-
istership in Delhi more than propping up an equally ambi-
tious Nitish. Which is why, when chatlenged by the Left, he
scurried back to his old position of favouring a Muslim chief
minister for Bihar and spurning all support from the BJP. The
outcome of all this is that government formation inthe
present context is a non-starter. The pre-poll divisipfis are_
such that any jugglery will amount to insulting the gf€ctorate’
For now, Bihar seems destined for President’s Ryde. | e

* l / /f‘
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SERIOUS, SOLID POLITICS: GOING BEHIND THE SCENES AND DE-CODING THE POWER MATRIX FOR YOU

_Our Political Bureau

© NEWDELHIZAPRIL

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) would finally bury

their differences to form the next government
in Bihar with the help of smaller outfits and 17 In-
dependents, Ram Vilas Paswan was forced to revert
to his “no-truck-with-the-BJP” line. Mr Paswan
was compelled to take this stance after the Congress
made it clear that he’ll have to quit the UPA before
embarking on such a course of action.

The LIP chief, however, is waging a grim battle.
He is sandwiched between his flock of increasingly
restive MLAs on the one hand and Independents &
leaders of smaller parties like the Samajwadi Party
(SP) and the BSP un the other. The BSP and the SP
wantan anti-RJD governinent 1o be sworninsoon.

The Congress” central leadership decided to act
tough with Mr Paswan after there were repornts of
an apparent softening in the LIP leader’s stand on
seeking the BJP support for such a coalition. The
riot act was subscquently read out to him — he’d
have to chose between the UPA and any Bihar al-
liance which had either the direct or covert support
of the BJP. Choosing the latter option would obvi-

J’ UST when it seemed that the JD(U) and the

- ously have meant giving up the Union Cabinet

minister’s tag. The Congress’ view was endorsed by
the CPI{M}, with senior politburo member Sitaram

ery oing to the extent of labelli the

LJP
chief as an “opportunist.” He made it clear that Mr
Paswan would have to make an exit from the UPA
if the LJPstitched an alliance with the JD(U) to form
the next government in Bihar, with the BJP offering
to extend “outside support.”

The belligerent stand of his UPA partners thwart-
ed Mr Paswan'’s gameplan of retaining his minister-
ship at the Centre while securing a foothold in the
state through an alliance with the JD(U), Indepen-
dents and sundry outfits. Mr Paswan is not pre-
pared to give up his ministership yet. He reverted to
his oft-repeated theme of favouring a non-RJD,
non-BJPgovernmentin Bihar on Saturday. He reit-
crated it during his party’s brainstorming session in
Patma on Sunday, while rejecting senior JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar's offer to join hands to ensure
the revocation of President’s rule in the state.

“There’s absolutely no relevance of the letter
purported to have been written by Mr Kumar,
seeking the LIP’s support for government forma-
tion, as long as the JD(U) continues its friendship
with the BJP” Mr Paswan said. Reacting to reports
on the LIP softening its stand on seeking BJP sup-
port, Mr Paswan said: “My statement in Ranchi a
couple of days ago on the issue was in a different
context and it was quoted out of context.” Howev-
cr, the independents actually responded
tavourably to Mr Kumar’sinitiative.
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Paswan spurns
JD(U) offer on
govt formation

Ashok K. Mishra
T PATNA3APRIL
GIVING a jolt to those who may have been
hoping foran early end to the prolonged polit-
ical stalemate in Bihar, the LJP chief, Mr Ram
vilas Paswan on Sunday spurned the proposal
moved by the JD(U) leader, Mr Nitish Kumar
for putting a popular government in place on
the basis of the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (CMP). Instead, Mr Paswan harped
on the old theme demanding that the JD(U)
first sever its ties with the BJP for the forma-
tion of the government.

Mr Paswan sounded very dismissive over
the CMP proposal. “I have not gone through
the CMP. ButI can tell you our party manifesto
is much better than the CMP forwarded to us
by the JD(U). The JD(U) is silent about
whether it will break its ties with the BJP” Mr
Paswan said. He implied that the JD(U) must
break free from the NDA formation before
making any move for government tormation.
Prospect of government formation had as-
sumed a realistic proportion when Mr Paswan
recently hinted that hie was not averse to the
idea of the BJP supporting a non-RJD govern-
ment from outside.

“If anyone is ready to support us from out-
side, what can we do in that case? Should we
tell them that we will not accept their sup-
port?” Mr Paswan asked.

Spurred by Mr Paswan'’s statements, the
JD(U) leader wrested the initiative for gov-
ernment formation and moved the CMP pro-
posal. Giving due weightage to Mr Paswan'’s
anti-BJP sentiments, Mr Kumar discreetly
avoided the name of the satfron party when
he spoke of forming a non-RJD government
with the support of seven political parties in-
cluding the 17 independents.

But Mr Paswan again reverted to his old
stand insisting the JD(U) must break its ties
from the BJP. Perhaps Mr Paswan was forced
to get back into his old groove after the Con-
gress sounded a stern piece of advice to him.
“The Congress will not seek my advice for giv-
ing statements,” added Mr Paswan.

“The CPM’s reaction was natural after an
agency reported that Thave changed my stand
vis-a-visthe BJP.” said Mr Paswan. In the sanie
breath, he added: “T cannot do anything if the
government is not formed.”

'Cong tells Paswan: UPA or BJP, take your pick

BJP won't let LJP
enjoy an edge

Girish Kuber
T MUMBAIZAPRIL

TOUGHENING its stand on Ram Vilas Paswan,
the BJP on Sunday said it would not support
the Dalit leader or his LIP if the new govern-
ment in Bihar was not headed by the NDA.

“The new government has to be led by Ni-
tish Kumar-led Janata Dal (United). We will
not support it if it’s headed by Paswan or the
LJP” a top BJPleader told ET.

“We don't want to create another
Mayawati,” a senior national BJP leader said
referring to the party’s botched-up Uttar
Pradesh experiment a few years ago, which
ended up alienating the party’s traditional up-
per caste vote bank in the state.

“That move clearly was aimed at reaching
outto Dalits. But it backfired. Inno way it did it
help the party in wideningits base. On the con-
trary, it antagonised our traditional voters,” he
said. “Mayawati couldn’t have been what she is
today had the BJP not stood by her then,” he
pointed out. Having burnt its fingers in Uttar
Pradesh, the BJP now plans to bring Mr
Paswan down from his high pedestal. “The
numbers make us unavoidable.

We will not support any arrangement that
will make Mr Paswan or his Lok Janshakti Par-
ty member the new chief minister,” he said.

The BJP was determined to support the gov-
ernment only if it was led by Nitish Kumar’s
Janata Dal (United). “We may not join the
government but the party will be very much
there,” he pointed out.

The Bihar arithmetic too would help it. In
the 243-member House, the NDA has 93 legis-
lators, with JD {(U)’s 55 and BJP’s 38 while the

i LJP has 30 MLAs.
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FTER being masters of Bihar's destiny for
A 15 long years, the RJD leaders are now
waking up to the changed ground rules. Till
the other day their wish was the command for most
bureaucrats, with the weak-kneed ones allowing
themselves to be coopted into the Lalu Yadav Dur-
bar and the daring ones getting banished to irrele-
vant postings. Barely a month into the governor’s
rule, RJD top guns are getting the taste of the law of
the land under a group of officials, sensitive to the
demands of their authority

The latest one is Mr Shivanad Tiwari, who wasa
senior minister in the Lalu regitne with pretentious
of being a political strategist. Mr Tiwari on Friday
gotataste of the new world in Bihar when his entry
was barined from Siwan district for two months for
hisalleged utterances against the district magistrate
CK. Anilata function which was also addressed by
railway minister Lalu Prasad Yadav. The likes of Mr
Tiwari, like their boss, have been making a public
show of humiliating or running down bureaucrats.
This time he made the mistake of taking out his old
habit in a changed order.

Mr Tiwari chose to be in his normal self with the
same Mr Anil, who along with SP Ratan Sanjay lit-
erally tamed and banished to jails the notorious Si-
wan don and Lalu pointsman Mohammed Sha-
habuddin during the Assembly elections. If Sha-
habuddin has been finding his world crashing
under his feet, Mr Tiwari has now realised that he is
no more living in a Bihar where laws were made to
be broken by powerful politicians.

Taking cognisance of media reports, Mr Anil
warned Mr Tiwari of “stringent legal action” under
Section 188 {disobedience to order duly promul-
gated by public servant) of the Indian Penal Code it
the latter violated his directive, an official
spokesman said.

Mr Tiwari while addressing a function at Siwan
railway station where Lalu inaugurated an unre-
served ticketing system had castigated Mr Anil for
banning the entry of his party colleague Shahabud-
din and reportedly threatened to “teach the DM a
lesson”. Ironically it is now Mr Tiwari who is left to
learn new lessons.

The experience of Mr Tiwari should be the latest
shock to the RJD brass, who have already been de-
livered with a series of reality checks. The other day,
K.K. Pathak, the district magistrate of Gopalganj,
the home district of Lalu which is also the Lok Sab-
ha constituency of his controversial brother in-law

82 i 7008

‘Butaraj tones down Te

Browers IN Arms: Lalu Prasad Yadav with form;r
Pakistan Prime Minister C.H. Shujaat Hussain
in New Delhi on Friday. — PT)

— Sadhu Yadav— chose to give a royal snub to the
family pride of the dethroned ‘Raja of Bihar’. Mr
Pathak did it by choosing a sweeper of the local hos-
pital to inaugurate the new hospital building. Gone
are the days when not even a foundation stone of
any ceremony could have laid by anybody other
than Laloo or his family members,

Not just that, Mr Pathak also slapped a commu-
nity fine on an entire village in the district for the ac-
tion of some local to attack a police van. Used to the
show of power by the Laloo clan, even villagers in
the area have been emulating the “role model” in
their own way til} they were shown by the DM that
rules of the game have been changed drastically.

Though the RID boss has been boasting of calling
the shotsunder the President’s rule the trend seems
not very encouraging for them given some of
moves of governor Buta Singh.

Having already decided to meet the people ona
regular durbar at the Raj Bhawan, Mr Singh hasal-
ready exercised a reshuffle of the police brass. At
least some officers who had fallen out RJD boss
have now found revival of their fortunes by getting
plum posts. Already a state-wide drive in on, under
court direction, to nab criminals who have been
used to political patronage.
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Govt formation
may feature
in LJP meet

Ashok K. Mishra

PATNA 1APRIL

FOR sure, the formation of ¢
popular government in Biha'
will be a much talked about is-
sue in the third poll review meet
of the LJP opening here on Sat-
urday. Though the question re-
lating to government formation
is not on the agenda, the issue
may not be wished away as a
section of party MLAs are keen
that the party should adopt
some flexible stand for installing
a popular government.

1f party sources are 10 be be-
lieved, a number of LJP MLAs are
getting restive and mounting
pressure on Ram Vilas Paswan to
shed his obstinacy so that a popu-
lar government was installed. As
of now, Mr Paswan has been
pressing for a non-RID and a
non-BJP government.

It seems less likely that any
breakthrough will be achieved
by toeing such a political line. At
the same time, the delay in the
government formation is ex-
pected to accentuate the frustra-
tion level of the party MLAs who
in course of time may be willing '
to go even beyond the Jakshman
rekha for putting a popular gov-
ernment in place.

Admittedly, Mr Paswan is
aware of such a development
which could unfold in the fu-
ture. The fact that he has dis-
solved the state unit may be part
of a move to ward off any upris-
ing within the party ranks. In-
terestingly, JD(U) leader Nitish
Kumar is now proactively work-
ing for the formation of the pop-

nlaronvernmant
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Sheila to stay, but ‘under Watch?’@ L

‘Mind your behaviour, or anything

WORRY OVER? The Delhi Chief Minister, Sheila Dikshit,
coming out of the Congress General Secretary, Ashok
Gehlot’s office shortly before meeting the party chief,
Sonia Gandhi, in New Delhi Monday.

PHOTO: V.SUDERSHAN
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could happen’

Moy 2
K.V. Prasad ’) ',\ 1\
NEW DELHI: The Delhi Chief 1§/Iin-
ister, Sheila Dikshit, earned a re-
prieve on Monday night with the
party high command cautioning
both the Chief Minister and the
Delhi Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president, Ram Babu
Sharma, to be mindful of their
behaviour.

After a two-hour meeting at
the 10 Janpath residence of the
Congress president, Sonia Gand-
hi, the senior Delhi leaders were
told that they would be “under
watch” and “anything could hap-
pen in future”. Ms. Dikshit has
been under fire since she walked
out of a party meeting here last
Tuesday and compounded mat-
ters further by publicly airing
her views and defending herself
as a person wronged.

UNI adds: “Everything will
be alright. It’'s a family affair,”
the AICC General Secretary,

T™E HINDU

wp !

Ashok Gehlot, told reporters af-
ter the meeting.

He said the “misunderstand-
ing” between the two leaders
had been removed and that they
would work together as a family,
indicating the storm over Delhi’s
ruling Congress had ended. The

meeting of Mr Sharma and Ms |

Dikshit with Ms Gandhi came
shortly after the AICC discussed
the infighting that triggered
speculations about a change of
guard in the Delhi Government.

At the AICC headquarters, Mr
Sharma too showed signs of rec-
onciliation with Ms Dikshit as he
also called his wrangling with
her a “family affair”.

The Chief Minister, sur-
rounded by her supporters, left
the AICC headquarters without
making any comments. “Her
walkout was indeed an unfortu-
nate affair, but the issue will be
resolved by the Congress fam-
ily,” Mr Sharma said.



By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. The lok
Sabha today approved Presi-
dent’s rule in Bihar. However,
the Government came in for
considerable embarrassment as
the Rashtriya Janata Dal MPs,
including Ministers, were ab-
sent when the issue was putto a
voice vote at the end of a five-
hour discussion.

During the course of his reply,
the Union Home Minister, Shiv-
raj Patil, said a minority govern-
ment in Bihar was a possibility
that coald be explored, provid-
ed ««ability was a guarantee. Re-
«onding to queries about why

no attempt had been made to
putin place such a government,
he said the Governor probably
thought it was not possible to
have such an arrangement.

Minority government

Elaborating, he said the mar-
gins between the possible com-
binations were so wide that the
Governor probably thought any
such arrangement would not be
able to provide a stable govern-
ment. “But if this difference is
narrowed, then a minority gov-

Lok Sabha approves Preside

ernment can be considered.”

Seeking to allay the Opposi-
tion fears that the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance
would try to rule Bihar by proxy
through President’s rule, Mr.
Patil urged the newly elected
MILAs of the State to work out a
viable arrangement at the
earliest.

On the demands for scrap-
ping Article 356 of the Constitu-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. The United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) Gov-
ernment today faced an embar-
rassment when the Opposition
pointed to the conspicuous ab-
sence of Ministers belonging to
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
when the Lok Sabha was to vote
on the imposition of President’s
Rule in Bihar.

After the RID members, led by
Ram Kripal Yadav, walked out of
the House stating it did not
agree with the decision to bring
the State under Central rule, the

: 1A
tion and doing dway withtthe
office of Governor, he said con-
sensus on every such debate —
after the dust had settled — had
been that both should stay. He
ruled out issuing directives_to
Governors on dealing with hung
Assemblies. No two situations
could be the same and blanket
guidelines, too, could be subject
to interpretation, he said.

Earlier, the discussion saw Bi-

oyt

U;Aabarrassed

party’s Ministers, including Lalu
Prasad, Prem Gupta, Kanti
Singh, and M.AA. Fatmi and
others, remained seated on the
Treasury benches for a while be-
fore gradually leaving.

Soon after the Union Home
Minister, Shivraj Patil, conclud-
ed his speech, the Janata Dal
(United) leader, Nitish Kumar,
pointed towards the seats vacat-
ed by the RID Ministers and
asked Mr. Patil about the “col-
lective responsibility of the Cab-
inet.” He said their absence
reflected a division within the
ruling coalition.
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nt’;/rulé in Bihar

l
|
har’s key political leaders chal- |
lenge each other to form a ‘
government in the State with
the Lok Jan Shakti Party leader ,’
and Union Chemicals and Fer- [
tilizers Minister, Ram Vilas Pas- |
wan, being the main bone of
contention. I
Opening the debate, Nitish |
Kumar of the Janata Dal (Unit- ‘
ed) came down heavily on Mr. |
Paswan and asked the Congress { ‘

how long it would continue with
its balancing act with the LJp
leader on one side and the Rail-
way Minister, Lalu Prasad, on
the other. |
Through the discussion, sev- 1’
eral permutations and’ combi- |
nations were floated. To Mr. }
Kumar’s offer to Mr. Paswan to ‘
|

|

|

I

get 68 and take the 55 M1As in
the ID(U) kitty, Devendra Yadav
(RID), retorted: “Couldn’t you
have done something.”

Maintaining  equi-distance
from the Bharatiya Janata Party
and the RJD, Mr. Paswan want. ||
ed to know from Mr. Kumar f
whether his offer of 55 MLAs ’;
meant that he would leave the |
National Democratic Alliance.
“You say bring 68; [ will bring 75
in that case.”

70
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FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, Lalu Prasad exploded on
the political canvas of Bihar as a messiah of the
underclass and thus commenced the still sub-
stantially semi-feudal State’s eventful tryst with
social change. That election year was remarkable
in two respects. For the first time upper caste
members in the State Assembly were outnum-
bered by those belonging to the Other Backward
Classes. Secondly and hearteningly, the poor
and the socially marginalised turned out to vote
in larger numbers than before. The voter turnout
figures bear this out, although only indirectly. In
the 1990 Assembly election, the overall poll per-
centage jumped from 56.2 to 62.04. More signif-
icantly, and perhaps coinciding with Mr.
Prasad’s grand advent, the turnout improved
from 51 to 58.6 per cent in Scheduled Caste con-
stituencies and from 40 to 49 per cent in those
reserved for Scheduled Tribes. The next five
years saw Mr. Prasad grow into something of a
legend. The belligerent spokesperson of the
‘downtrodden told his legion of followers he had
given them swar (voice) if not swarg (heaven). By
the 1995 Assembly election, it was as if the flood-
gates had opened. The overall turnout dipped
slightly to 61.79 per cent but quite remarkably
Scheduled Tribe constituencies surpassed the
general constituencies, registering a record turn-
out of 62.19 per cent. Admittedly, tribal folk are
not the only voters in tribal constituencies. Yet it
is worthwhile remembering that these constitu-
encies reported abysmally low turnouts in the
1970s and early 1980s — 32.27 per cent in 1977
and 34.04 per cent in 1980.

The social transformation was visible equally
in the legislature where the number of upper
caste members stood reduced to less than half
the strength of their OBC counterparts. The
wheel might have turned a full circle for Bihar —
and its charismatic OBC leader — judging by the
statistics thrown up by the 2005 Assembly elec-
tion. Mr. Prasad’s Rashtriya Janata Dal lost 40
seats and its vote share plunged from 33 per cent
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in 2000 to 25 per cent, indicating a major erdsion
of his support base. Having found their swar, his
voters wanted their swarg as well. Interestingly, if
the RJD chief’s peak years witnessed a surge in
voter turnouts, his defeat coincided with a mas-
sive drop in voter participation — from 62.57 per
cent in 2000 to 46.5 per cent now. It is certainly
disturbing that 2005 saw Bihar record its lowest
voter turnout in 43 years. (In 1962, only 44.47 per
cent of voters exercised their franchise in the
State.) The drastic fall needs serious explanation
and analysis, all the more given the recent trend
of high turnouts. Psephologists will no doubt
take note of this puzzling aspect. It is a democrat-
ic imperative that the Election Commission,
which has seemed intent on targeting Bihar ag-
gressively and as a special problem, investigate
the reasons for this worrying reversal.

The analysis of the Bihar election and the post-
poll survey done by the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies and published recently in
The Hindu leave no doubt that if Election 2005
belongs to anyone, it is to Ram Vilas Paswan.
Emerging from minor league status, his Lok Jana
Shakti Party won 29 seats on the basis of 12.6 per
cent of the popular vote. Even more impressively,
the script ran as if Mr. Paswan had written it:
Bihar came under President’s Rule, as he advo-
cated publicly. At least for now, the Dalit leader
has it both ways: a decisive future role in the
State and Ministership at the Centre. The undis-
puted silver medallist is the bloc comprising the
smaller parties and Independents, which caused
more damage to the main players than is sug-
gested by its combined share of 17 seats and 16.2
per cent of the popular vote. Hype notwithstand-
ing, the Bharatiya Janata Party-Janata Dal (U)
combine did only marginally better than the RJD
alliance, with the latter, in fact, polling more
votes. Worse, the BJP-JD(U)’s only hope of win-
ning a forlorn game remains Mr. Paswan — the
man who walked out on them before the 14th
general election.



S JRULED QUT, &

n a way, president’s rule 1i (Qp to the man-
date in Bihar. The people voted for change but
were still uncertain about the\new dispensa-
tion, thereby throwing up a hung assembly. With
the imposition of the Centre’s rule, the people
have the change they wanted — from the fifteen-
year rule of Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, by himself or
by his wife, Ms Rabri Devi, as the chief minister ’

—
U

by proxy. At the same time, the fractured mandate
made it difficult for the governor, Mr Buta Singh,
to settle for a new regime. There were cases in the
recent past when the single largest party or pre-
poll alliance had been allowed to form a minority
government. But two things seem to have made
such a decision difficult for the Union home min-
istry. First, offering such an opportunity to
Mr Yadav’s Rashtriya Janata Dal and its allies
would have violated the mandate for change and
deepened the rift within the United Progressive
Alliance. Mr Ram Vilas Paswan, Mr Yadav’s col-
league in the UPA government at the Centre, had
made it clear that he would do anythingto stop the
RJD from returning to power in Patna. Second,
after the damage suffered in Goa and Jharkhand,
the Union government could not risk another
muddle in Bihar. President’s rule has earned the
beleaguered Congress leadership a reprieve.

However. the Centre's rule could see the begin-
ning of the next phase in Bihar’s complex politics.
With Mr Yadav’s long and unchallenged reign
over, other parties, including the UPA partners,
will definitely compete to expand their own space,
Since the new assembly has been kept in suspend-
ed animation, the parties will try to multiply their
flock, hoping to muster a majority by the time the
assembly is convened. But even this new game
will be subject to the compulsions of keeping the
UPA intact in New Delhi. The people of Bihar
would, however, like to see other things happen-
ing during president’s rule, They would like to see
the interim administration lift the state from the
abyss into which it has sunk, thanks mainly to the
politicians who have violated with impunity all
norms of civilized conduct. President’s rule
would thus be an acid test for the governor and his
mentors in New Delhi. It would be naive to expect
it to be an easy task; the malaise has struck too |
deep for cosmetic cures. But Bihar desperately
needs at least an honegfattempt at cleaning up the
mess. ) -
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for selection of *°-

advisers ‘on merit’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, MARCH 8. The Prime
Minister,
has initiated a search for ad-

visers to the Bihar Governor,

Buta Singh, to administer the
State during President’s rule.
Dr. Singh has made it clear,
say informed sources, that the
advisers would be selected “on
merit” and the selection is not
subject to any bargaining, es-
pecially from the two United
Progressive Alliance constitu-
ents, the Rashtriya Janata Dal

Manmohan Singh,

and the Lok Jan Shakti Party.

The National Democratic Al-
liance leaders have already
urged the Government to select
“neutral” advisers.

Traditional preference

Traditionally, advisers are
selected from retired IAS offi-
cers; in some instances, retired
IPS officers too have been se-
lected.

The advisers, generally, are
former Chief Secretaries, DGPs
or the head of a Central police
organisation or Secretaries to

the Government of India.

Conventionally, one adviser |

is chosen from-among the 1AS/
IPS officers belonging: to the
cadre of the State concerned.

However, there is a marked
reluctancé to tap any Bihar
cadre officer now, lest there be
a charge of partisanship in fa-
vour of Mr. Lalu Prasad. Given
the fact that the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal had ruled the State for
15 years, almost all Bihar cadre
officers are deemed to be ineli-

gible for the post of adviser 4o
the Governor. /
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\ "UNAVOIDABLE, FOR A

IT MUST APPEAR odd that any State can be
brought under President’s Rule by political con-
sensus. That events have raced towards such a
denouement in post-election Bihar is thanks to
another seeming contradiction: the reluctance
of the State’s political parties, otherwise thought
to be Machiavellian and power-obsessed, to
come together to form a government. The im-
passe was built into the Assembly election result.
In a House of 243, the Rashtriya Janata Dal and
its Left allies bagged 79 seats while the two other
alliances, the Bharatiya Janata Party-Janata Dal
(United) and the Congress-Lok Jana Shakti Par-
ty, claimed 92 and 39 seats respectively. For a
solution to emerge out of this hopelessly ‘hung’
House, it was imperative that Ram Vilas Paswan
should hitch his wagons either to the RJD or the
BJP-JD(U). The possibility ended with Mr. Pas-
wan writing to the Governor to say that he in-
tended to stay neutral. Vexing as the crisis in
Bihar was, President’s Rule was far from being a
happy solution to it. After all Article 356 militates
against both federalism and elective democracy
and is a constitutional provision that has been
repeatedly misused, belying Dr. Babasaheb Am-
bedkar’s fond hope that it would “never be
called into operation” and would remain “a dead
letter.” Of course, it is some consolation that the
situaiion in Bihar was not one where the Article
was misapplied in the classic sense. There was
no dismissal of a government here; it was simply
that a government refused to be born. The dead-
lock was such that it left the Centre, the Gover-
nor, and the political parties — Lalu Prasad
registered a token protest — with only one op-
tion. However, there is no case for allowing the
current compulsions to become an excuse for
prolonging President’s Rule, which even in this
situation is best seen as a necessary evil. If no
end to the impasse is in sight after, say, six
months, it is best to go for fresh Assembly elec-
tions in the hope the deadlock-causing parties
might have learnt some lessons from the
experience.

Nonetheless, a deadlocked Assembly resulting

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2005 \/(/
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s Rule is not as much of an oddity as
it might appkar. Uttar Pradesh was twice (in 1996
and 2002) placed under President’s Rule because
unclear election results forced political parties to
adopt intractable positions. On both occasions,
the crisis was on account of verdicts split three
way — among the Samajwadi Party, the Bahujan
Samaj Party, and the BJP. In 1996, the State was
already under President’s Rule when the election
produced a hung House. The upshot was almost
comic with the President issuing two proclama-
tions on October 17, 1996 — the first to revoke
President’s Rule and the second to re-impose it.
In U.P,, the key to the problem rested with May-
awati just as in today's Bihar it rests with Mr.
Paswan. In 1996 as in 2002, Ms. Mayawati was
caught between the BJP, which she had con-
demned as “manuwadi,” and Mulayam Singh,
whom she self-confessedly abhorred. On each
occasion, the prolonged drama came to an end
with Ms. Mayawati and the “manuwadi” party
joining forces against Mr. Mulayam Singh.

Bihar became a story foretold the day Mr. Pas-
wan went on record to declare he preferred Presi-
dent's Rule to siding with either of his
opponents. He has been widely criticised, by his
political rivals as well as constitutional experts,
for willingly allowing Bihar to slide into the un-
certainties of Central Rule. Yet the LJP leader ap-
pears to be caught in a peculiar dilemma. If like
Ms. Mayawati in U.P., he is looking to build an
enduring constituency of Dalits and Muslims ip
Bihar, he must necessarily place himself in oppo-
sition to the RJD and the BJP. However, while Ms
Mayawati’'s many dalliances with the BJP may
not have adversely affected her undisputed Dali
vote base, there is no evidence that Mr. Paswar
commands anything like her committed follow-
ing. For the LJP leader, President’s Rule in Bihat
is clearly a way to eat his cake and have it: he
blocks Rabri Devi's return as Chief Minister, he
keeps out the BJP, and he retains his Union Min-
istership. Bookmakers might already be taking
bets on how far he can travel along this cynical
path.
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~ Bihar Governor
- recommends
" President’s Rule

{ port
; Minister,

wd
By }S{ur Special Correspondent
{
NEW OELHI, MARCH 6. The Bihar
Governor, Buta Singh, today
recommended President’s rule
in the State as no political party
or a coalition of parties was in a
position to form a stable gov-
ernment, The Governor's re-
reached the Prime
Manmohan Singh,
and the Union Home Minister,
Shivraj Patil, this evening. The

cterm of the Bihar Assembly

ends tonight.
A formal press release in Pat-

' na stated that the Governor un-

- der Article 174

(2) of the
Constitution had dissolved the

i putgoing Assembly whose term

had come to an end. The Elec-
tion Commission has notified
the formation of the 13th As-
sembly, but its new members

i are yet to take oath.

Sonia meets Manmohan

The Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi, met Dr. Singh to-
day. They were joined by Mr.
Patil. It is understood that the
Bihar situation was discussed.

Till late in the day, there was
no indication that the Union
Cabinet would meet to recom-
mend President’s rule. Official
sources said the Cabinet would
discuss the Bihar issue and rec-
ommend President’s rule soon
after the leaders of the two ma-
jor allies, Lalu Prasad and Ram
Vilas Paswan, returned to the
capital. This is expected to take
place in a day or two.

Mixed reaction

There has been mixed reac-
tion to the latest development.
The Congress, the Janata Dal

| (United) and the Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party seemed reconciled
to the fact that there was no

other option. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) sug-
gested that if no government
was possible even after a spell
of President’s rule, political
parties could agree to get the
new House dissolved and have
fresh elections.

As for the Lok Jan Shakti Par-
ty, it is happy to keep the RJD
out of government, apparently
not heeding to the JD(U) wam-
ing that President’s rule meant
rule by the Centre, in which Mr.
Prasad, as a major UPA partner,
is bound to have a major say.

Over the last few days, the
Governor met representatives
of the UPA, including Mr. Pas-
wan and the Chief Minister, Ra-
bri Devi, and those of the
National Democratic Alliance.
Only the RID staked claim to
form government on the basis
of emerging as the single large-
st party. While Mr. Paswan told
the Governor that he would not
support either the NDA or the
RJID, the NDA was not been
able to muster the numbers to
stake claim.

No acceptable formula

Intense negotiations took
place between Mr. Paswan’s
LJP and the NDA, but no ac-
ceptable formula emerged. Mr.
Paswan throughout the electio-
neering and after maintained
that he would not mind the im-
position of President’s rule, but
would certainly not like to see
the RJD make a comeback or
allow the BJP to get a toehold
on power in the State.

Rajeev Dhawan, constitu-
tional expert, felt that even if
the imposition of President’s
rule was delayed by a few days
“there can never be a vacuum”
as Ms. Rabri Devi had been
asked to continue as Chief Min-

ister until alterndfe herange-
ments were made, There were
three options: One, Ms. Rabri
Devi could centinue. Two, be-
tween now and March 31 she
could go the Assembly to get
the State budget passed, or she
could hand over charge to the
next Chief Minister, if one has
been appointed by then. Three,
in the event of the budget not
being passed, President’s rule
would have to be imposed and
the budget would then be
passed by Parliament.

The Governor has to be ad-
vised by a Council of Ministers
or the Centre. In short, either a
government has to be in place
or President’s rule has to be im-
posed. But there is no immedi-
ate constitutional crisis if
President’s rule is delayed for a
while.

Another legal expert, P.P.
Rao, said the new House could
be constituted and the new
members could take oath. A
new leader of the House need
not be appointed immediately.
He felt this should be done be-
fore President's rule was
imposed.

Politically, it would seem that
the Congress was keen to con-
sult both Mr. Prasad and Mr.
Paswan before taking the next
step. There is also a view that a
few months of President’s rule
could help cool down tempers
and create a proper climate for
a rapprochement between the
two squabbling UPA allies.

With Mr. Paswan, who has 29
MLAs in the new Assembly,
bent upon voting against an
RJD-led government or a gov-
ernment with the BJP in it, the
arithmetic was just not adding
up favourably towards a stable
government.

More reports on Page 11 .
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“Rabri
4 By K. Balchand \@ A

PATNA, MARCH 6. The caretaker
Chief Minister of Bihar, Rabri
Devi, today staked her claim to
form a coalition government.

Accompanied by the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal supremo and Rail-
way Minister, Lalu Prasad, the
Chief Minister called on the
Governor, Buta Singh, in the
morning and requested him to
invite her to form the govern-
ment as she happened to lead
the single largest party with 75
MLAs. '

Ms. Rabri Devi also submit-
ted letters of support from the
Congress (10 MLAs), the Na-

CPI-M (1), and the Bahuian"Si-
maj Party (2) to back her claim
she had the requisite numbers.

The RJD informed the Gover-
nor that the CPI would be back-
ing a secular government once
it came into existence.

The RJD told the Governor
that it was confident of securing
support from other parties and
independents as well and
stressed that the floor of the
House was the appropriate
place to test the numbers.

The other reason given was
that no other party or config-
uration had staked its claim so
far and that their exercise had
been limited to preventing the

Devi stak

g‘fi N

RID fron} forming the govern-
ment. Thg RJD cited the prece-
dent set by the then President,
Shankar Dayal Sharma, inviting
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to form the
government at the Centre on
the basis that he happened to
be the leader of the single large-
st party.

" It was so even in the case of
Rajiv Gandhi and V.P. Singh. In
Bihar, Nitish Kumar was invited
by the Governor, V.C. Pandey,
in 2000 when Mr. Kumar demi-

E
tted office in less than seven
days even without putting his
claim to test.

The Governor, according to
Mr. Prasad, said he would take
an appropriate decision. The
term of the present House ex-
pires tomorrow and the Gover-
nor notified the constitution of
the new House yesterday.

Mr. Prasad said he would not
mind if any other party or group
staked its claim if it had num-
bers exceeding that of the RJD.

“]‘j\‘\i’ o

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. The
United Progressive Alliance’s
political establishment® was
tonight bracing itself for the
departure of the Lok Jan
i Shakti Party leader, Ram
Vilas Paswan, from the Union
Cabinet. The UPA’s political
: managers expect Mr. Paswan
" to send in his resignation
tomorrow before he hitches
* his wagon to the anti-Lalu
Prasad camp in Bihar.
These managers: believe

 Paswan setto

tionalist Congress Patty (3), the

~-resign as Minister

that Mr. Paswan would make
available his crucial 34
legislators to a Nitish Kumar-
led arrangement in order to
prevent the Rashtriya Janata |
Dal from getting a
gubernatorial invitation to
have the first crack at forming -
the government. L

The UPA is not unduly
worried about the loss of the
four members Mr. Paswan |
has in the Lok Sabha. The
calculation is that the loss
would be easily made up in -
the changed scenario.

es ‘claim

Though he was unwilling to
specify the numbers with the
RJD, according to party sources,
he has 106 MLAs, 16 short of the
half-way mark of 122 in a House
of 243.

Mr. Prasad said he was not in
favour of President’s rule and
that the Independents would
have to reckon with the situa-
tion and take a decision accord-
ingly.

Buta Singh: 122 MLAs
needed

UNI reports:

The Bihar Governor, Buta
Singh, today said that only a po-
litical group, which has the let-
ters of support or affidavits from
122 legislators would be invited
to form the Government in the ‘
State.

The Governor told this to the
various delegations, including
that of the Rashtriya Janata Dal,
the National Democratic Alli- 1
ance and independents, who
had called on him at the Raj i
Bhavan. After meeting the Gov-
ernor, the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty national vice-president,
Sushil Kumar Modi, leading the
NDA delegation, told this to
Newspersons .

Mr. Modi elaborated that all
independents would have to
submit their letters of support
to the Governor.

THE HNDY
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 Bihar edges near President’s rule

Our Political Bureau, - .
~ NEWDELHI 4 MARCH e

“

A
ITH Lalu Prasad Yadav
failing to get the “sec-
ular” spectrum back,

his party’s claim to lead the next
government and the NDA's un-
willingness to enter into a politi-
cal deal with the LJP on Ram Vi-
las Paswan's terms, Bihar on Fri-
day looked headed for a spell of
President’s rule.

The term of the outgoing As-
sembly comes to an end on Sun-
day and the new House has to be
constituted by March 7. Till late
on Friday evening, none of the
major players have been able 1o

-+ garner the support of enough

g RS .

MLAstoreceive the go-ahead for
forming the next government.
Lalu Yadav was expecting the

governor to play ball but
the Jharkhand coup has sealed
its possibility.

With the government at the
Centre facinga major image crisis
after the Congress-inspired ad-
venturism in Goa and Jhark-
hand, the Patna Raj Bhavan wil
be asked to go by the rule book.

Ram Vilas Paswan, who was
expecting the NDA to make the
first move for forming an alter-
nate government, also did not re-
ceive any good news on Friday.
The BJPis still backing Nitish Ku-

The E'cnnomlr Tiwre,

mar’s claim to lead the next gov-
emment. The party is learnt to
have made it clear that forrnal ne-
gotiations can begin only if Mr
Paswan leaves the UPA. There is
also resentment in the BJP over
MrPaswan’s continued attack on
the party.

While the NDA has a strength
0f 92 in a House of 243, the RJD,
which won 75 seats onits own in
the just-concluded elections, has
the backing of Congress (10),
NCP (3} and the lone CPM mem-
ber, taking its tally to 89. Mr
Paswan’s LIP with 29 MLAs iniits
kitty, claims to have the support
of seven MLAs belonging 10 the
CPI(ML), Samajwadi Party (4)
and BSP (2) for its “anti-RJD,

T | anti-BJP” line.
The CPL which has three MLAs

in the newly-elected House, has
refused to back the RID’s efforts to
secure the governor’s nod to form
the next government, though it
hasasserted thatit was fora “secu-
lar government”. NDA leaders
here are not expecting any re-
alignment to take place before the
imposition of President’s rule. The
imposition of central rule is ex-
pected to increase the anxiety ley-
els of smaller parties and kick off
real negotiations. The upper caste
leaders in the LJP meanwhile,
havebeen trying to get the NDA to
{ back their leader’s candidacy for

\ the chief minister’s post.

"3 wise men
fret over
unfair play

Our Political Bureau
© NEW DELHi 4 MARCH

SHARING the widespread
anger over the “partisan and
unprincipled” role of gover-
nors in Jharkhand and Goa,
three ex-Prime Ministers on
Friday came forward to ex-
press their “distress” over the
developments and described
them as “a dangerous signal
for the future of democracy in
the country,”

Saying the current dis-
course on what happened in
Goa or Jharkhand needed to
be conducted above party lev-
els, Mr Chandra Shekhar, Mr
LK. Gujral and Mr H.D. Deve
Gowda in a joint statement re-
gretted the “flouting of ali con-
stitutional norms (in Jhark-
hand} as the governor did not
invite the leader of the largest
pre-poll alliance/single largest
party.” The open criticism of
the three Prime Ministers is
seen a shot in the arm for
the NDA .
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‘Lalu draws
a blank at
10 Janpat

"

NEW DELHI/PATNA, March 3.
— Mr Lalu Prasad today met Mrs
Sonia Gandhi at her residence,
apparently to ease the way for
Mrs Rabri Devi to continue as
chief minister, but got no firm
commitment.

Mr Prasad was probably hoping
for an assurance that Mr Buta
Singh, a loyal Congressman for
many years and now the
Governor, will invite the chief
minister to form a government
after the polls.

The RID leader had apparently
said that with Independents and
other allies, it has 110 MLAs sup-
porting his wife.

Despite the defeat, the RID
supremo has put up a brave face
saying that his party has won the
largest number of seats in the
Assembly and the pre-poll alliance
has emerged the strongest.

The LJP leader, Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan, has already met Mrs
Gandhi and asked for the forma-
tion of a government that does
not include either the RJD or the
BJP. The LJP’s 29 MLAs hold the
key to government formation, but
he and Mrs Gandhi did not appe-
ar to agree on the RJID issue.

Mr Paswan met the Governor
today and requested him not to
invite either the RJD or the BIP
“The LJP will oppose the RID
both inside and outside the House
if the latter was given a chance to
form the government,” Mr Paswan
told the media after the meeting,
Sources said, Mr Buta Singh told
Mr Paswan: “We are old friends in
politics and I will not do anything
unconstitutional.”

More Bihar, Jharkhand
reports on page 4

Mq-"m‘”
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Cog ginst gb Ing
power at any cost in Bihar

Our Political Bureay "
NEW DELHI 3 MARCH Y

HE tTharkhand crisis seems
Tm be prompting the Con-

gress 1o abandon its plans
to repeat its Ranchi performance
in Patna. With Ms Sonia Gandhi
coming under heavy shelling for
the crisis in Jharkhand, the Con-
gress is learnt to have indicated
its reluctance to back Lalu Prasad
Yadavs  “grab-power-at-any-
cost” project. The development
could lead to a brief spell of Presi-
dent’s rule in Bihar.

The numbers, as of now, are
clearly stacked against the RID
and the governor will be loathe
to take a step which will spark
off another political crisis. Lok
Janshakti Party president Ram
Vilas Paswan hammered the
message when he met Mr Buta
Singh in the Paina Raj Bhavan
on Thursday morning. Wary of
the Jharkhand drama being re-
enacted there, he warned the
Bihar governoi against facilitat-
ing a back-door entry of the
Rabri Devi government as the
numbers  were hopelessly
stacked against her.

With fears growing of a RID-led
government being sworn in — a
[eeling which gathered momen-
tum after the Congresss on
Wednesday extended its support
toMrlalu Prasad Yadav'seftortsto
muster the nitmbers —a worried
Mr Paswan rushed tothe RajBha-
vanin Patnatopre-emptany such
move. Accompanying him were
all 29 MLAs belonging to his party.

Mr Paswan, during the hour-
longsessionwith Mr Singh, forced
him to take out the calculator to

hammer the fact that as many as
135 MLAs—allof thembelonging
to various political parties — were
arraigned against Mr Lalu Prasad
Yadav. These included, besides his
group of 29 legislators, seven be-
longing to the CPI (ML) (L),
Samajwadi Party (4) and the CPI
(3). “We're a solid block of 43
MLAs. Add to it the 92 belonging
to the NDA. You get a figure of
135, which has already come out
in the open against any move to
install an RJD government. And
this did not include any of the 17
Independents,” the LIP chief told
newspersons after emerging from
the meeting. He claimed that the
three BSP MLAs would defy their
party leadership to vote against Mr
Lalu Prasad Yadav's party.

Don't violate the Constitution
by inviting a person who did not
have the requisite numbers to
form the next government —
that was the stern message deliv-
ered by Mr Paswan to governor
Buta Singh. President APJ Abdul
Kalam’s decision to summon
Jharkhand governor Syed Sibtey

Razi to get to the bottom of the
mess was also dited, as if to warn
him against repeating the mis-
take. Even as Mr Paswan stuck

to his “anti-RJD, ami-BJP”
theme, political observers could
detecta subtle shift in his stance.
The BJP remained anathema to
him, but that wasn't the case
with the BJP's alliance partner,
the JD (U). The LJP chief
dropped enough hints to sug-
gest that he was willing 1o seek
the JD (U) in takinga shot at the
government-formation  exer-
cise. But NDA is unlikely to give
up Nitish Kumar’s claim to lead
the next government.

The issue was deliberated at
length at the meeting of the
LJP's national executive, which
preceded the discussions with
the governor. Majority of the
leaders, including a host of new-
ly-elected MLAs, were in favour
of joining hands with the NDA,
now that the Congress had ex-
pressed its preference for Mr
Lalu Prasad Yadav over Mr Ram
Vilas Paswar.

Rabrirulein
Laluland still a

distant

Ashok K. Mishra
PATNA 5 MARCH

UDDENLY, thingsare going
Saslray for Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav who scemed deter-
mined in his bid to install the
RID-led government in Bihar.

Eventsin quick succession rang-

ingformthedevel- ¢
(;;)E;l:zz:?s inej}javr(k— SIX ]ndep
out of 17

hand to setbacks
suffered by him at
the hometurthave

Thursday and

dream

Butin the number game, Mr
Yadav is falling short of the mag-
icalnumber of 122 ina House of
243 numbers. The LJP which
has astrength of 29 MLAs again
called upon the governor on
Thursday to reiterate his earlier
stand that it would in no case
support the RJD government.

E the CPI(ML)
endents xv\;fi?h ilas won
met on

seven seats this
time has made it
clear that it would

put spanner in his oppose the RID.
efforts to cobble up adopted a Mr Yadav was,
the majority. . however, banking
Only on reso“-mon to vote on the support of
Wednesday,  Mr h e R JD CPI(ML). Worse

Yadav was exult- agaiHStt

ing after the installation of the
Shibu Soren government in
Jharkhand. Perhaps Mr Yadav
was getting the cue that the gov-
crnor ol Bihar, Mr Buta Singh,
willalso pave the path for him to
form the RID government. But
the ruckus spawning over the
goverument  lormation  in
Jharkahnd and the role of the
Jharkhand governor coming
under close scrutiny, it is now
widely assumed here that the
Bihar governor will invite the
RID forthe government forma-
tion only after he is satisfied
about the mumbers,

still, the BSP with
2 MLAs had also decided to op-
pose the RID government
when it came to voting in the
state Assembly. The BSP leader
Mayawati had assured support
to Mr Yadav but the two party
MLAs have decided 10 defy the
party diktat to oppose the RJD.
Evensix Independentsout of 17
held a meeting here on Thurs-
day and adopted a resolution to
voteagainst the RJD. That apart,
the Samajwadi Party with four
MLASs had already written to
the governor saying that they
would not back the RID in the
government formation.

SP will vote
against RJD in
Bihar House

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 3 MARCH

AS its campaign 1o secure the
ouster of Mr Shibu Soren as
Jharkhand chief minister gains
momentum, the NDA on Thurs-
day received support from an un-
expected quarter — the Sama-
jwadi Party. The party, which has
no love lost for either Mr Lalu
Prasad Yadav or his principal
backer — the Congress, tried to
add salt 1o their wounds by
terming the political develop-
ments in Jharkhand as “un-
healthy” for both the country
and the democracy.

On a day when RID chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav met Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi 10 discuss the
Bihar logjam, Samajwadi Party
general secretary Amar Singh
added to the RID strongman'’s
woes by declaring that his party
will vote against the RID in the
state assembly. The Samajwadi
Party won four seats in the just-
concluded assembly pollsin Bihar.
These include its state unit chief
Dadan Pahalwan (Dumraon),
who has his own axe 1o grind
against Mr Lalu Prasad Yadav.
With the developments in Jhark-
hand, besides casting a shadow
over Bihar, triggering a nation-
wide uproar, the Samajwadi Party
couldn’t conceal its glee over the
embarrassment being caused 1o
the Congress.

With the spotlight on the Con-
gress’ political reflexes in the wake
ofitsactionsin Goaand Jharkhand,
the Samajwadi Party feels that the
Centre will now think twice before
strikingin Uttar Pradesh — the po-
litically-crudial state which is at the
top ofthe Congress’ organisational-
revival roadmap. After takinga dig
at the Goa BJP chief minister
Manohar Parrikar, the Samajwadi
Party leaders were gripped by fear
of repeat performance in Uttar
Pradesh, where the mother-son
duo of Sonia-Rahul had opened a
front against the Mulayam Singh
Yadav government for its alleged
failure in controlling the law and

i ordersituation.
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"UPA-LEFT PANEL ON EC ‘TRANSGRESSIONS’

Paswan offers
Sonla optlons

NEW DELHI, March 1. — Lok
Janashakti Party leader Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan today met UPA chairperson Mrs
Sonia Gandhi and urged her to look for a
government involving the JD-U, the
Congress and other parties including the
LJP but keeping out the RID and the
BJP or have President’s Rule.

The Congress is hoping for a secular
alliance involving both the RJD and the
LJP. Congress spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma said the move towards a secular
government was still in place.

A meeting of the UPA leaders tonight
saw near “universal unanimity” on the for-
mation of secular, non-NDA governments
in Bihar and Jharkhand. The UPA and the
Left agreed to form a small committee to
look at the “transgressions by the Election
Commission” during the Bihar polls.
Though Mr Lalu Prasad was away in Patna,
his lieutenants were present and there was
considerable criticism of the EC for not
allowing certain RJD leaders to enter
some constituencies. Apart from Mrs
Gandhi and Dr Manmohan Singh, Mr
Paswan too attended the UPA meeting.

Three days after the elections results,
Mr Prasad spoke about sitting in the
Opnosition in the event of a failure to

™

STATES”A”

prove his majority. He however, said that
it was the respons1b111ty of the secular
parties to work out a solution.

Asked whether any feelers were sent to
the JD-U, Mr Sharma wondered why the
Congress should contact a party that is part
of the NDA. Asked if the JD-U was “un-
touchable”, he said the Congress does not
use such words, but would certainly not
have a BIP ally as a partner. The BJP has
floated the possibility of a JD(U)-LIJP gov-
ernment with outside support from BJP.

Mr Paswan said the 132 MLAs who do
not belong to either RJD or BJP together
could form a government. But it would
mean the JD-U breaking away from the
BJP and the Congress and the LJF
accepting it. Mr Paswan said the RID is
playing its last card — the secular one.
He spoke of President’s Rule for at least
six months and seemed happy with a
Congress chief minister, especially if he
or she were a Muslim. He also met Mr
Arjun Singh and Mr Ahmed Patel.

The BJP is confident that Mr Paswan
may not be able to support the RID with-
out facing a revolt in his party. The BJP
believes that most of the LJIP MLAs who
are from forward caste with money and
muscle power are keen that a non-RJD
government should be formed soon.

Rabri elected leader, NDA plea t¢
Governor: page 4
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HTC and Agencies \
Patna/New Delhi, Feb 28

A
LJP CHIEF Ram Vilas Pa-
swan on Monday wrote to
Governor Buta Singh stat-
ing his party’s decision
not to be part of any exer-
cise that involved the RJD
or the BJP in forming a
new dispensation.

The letter came even as
the party diluted its stand
on imposing central rule in
Bihar, saying that it should
be the last option.

Paswan’s letter, party

sources said, was an atte- -

mpt to pre-empt possible
RJD moves to claim supp-
ortof the LJP in forming a
government. The RJD is
set to meet the Governor
on Tuesday to stake its
claim. Paswan later said he
would explore the possibili-
ty of government forma-
tion with the JD(U) if it pa-
rted ways with the BJP.
However, secular parties
saw in Paswan’s letter —

- and his new spin on central
- rule — the first glimmer of

hope of a possible later-day
rapprochement between
the LJP and the RJD.

They hoped the LJP’s 28
MLAS could abstain — and
reduce the effective streng-
th of the House — if the
RJD, as the single largest
party; is asked to prove its
majority. There is, however,
some confusion about the
LJP’s exact numbers as all
its ML As did not contest on
a common symbol, which

Rabri steps

Q}

makes them easy prey for
poaching. The hope of the
LJP’s indirect support is li-
nked to the reasoning that
Paswan cannot, without ri-
sking his Muslim base, al-
low the NDA to take over
the reins of Bihar even tho-
ugh the saffron camp would
have read a hope in Pas-
wan’s latest stance.

The picture is likely to be-
come clear when Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi meets
Lalu and Paswan during the
UPA’s Coordination Commi-
ttee meeting in Delhi on Tu-
esday. But backchannel effo-
rts to broker peace have be-
en on since Sunday; with So-
nia’s political secretary Ah-
med Patel in touch with Pas-
wan and the RJD leadership.

Earlier, chief minister
Rabri Devi tendered her
resignation to the Gover-
nor and was asked to cont-
inue till the new govern-
ment was formed. She
claimed a “secular” govern-
ment would be formed.

BJP keeps aptions open

The BJP said it had kept all
its options, including a po-
st-poll alliance with the
LJP, open to cobble together-
a majority in the Assembly.
“The electorate has reject-
ed the Lalu-Rabri regime”,
BJP MP Sushil Kumar Mo-
di said, adding, “we are ex-
ploring ways to form an
NDA government. We are
in touch with several pat-
ties, including the LJP”.

PTI

JD(U) leaders Nitish Kumar and Sharad Yadav with BJP
leader Arun Jaitley at an NDA meet in New Delhi on Sunday.
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Lalu Prasad Yadav and Rabri Devi talk to reporters after Rabri submitted her resignation to the Bihar Governor in Patna.

No claim without MLAS’ list, says Guv

Agencies
Ranchi, February 28

HECTIC ACTIVITY in both
the NDA and UPA camps is
on as both staked claim to
form the new government.
Jharkhand governor Syed
Sibtey Razi said on Monday
that, without the election of
a Legislature Party leader
supported by a list of MLAs,
it was not possible to consid-
er the claim.

When a delegation com-
prising chief minister Arjun
Munda and JD(U) president
Inder Singh Namdhari met
the Governor and staked

their claim in the morning,
Razi asked if they had chos-
en their leader and possessed
a list of supporting MLAs, a
Raj Bhawan release said.
BJP general secretary Raj-
nath Singh told reporters
that the Governor had asked
them to elect a “Legislature
Party leader and then appro-
ach him with a formal reque-
st to form the government”.
The BJP-JD(U) combine,
which has bagged 36 seats be-
tween them, is also counting
on the support of rebel lea-
der Madhu Kora, who eme-
rged a winner as an Indepen-
dent. State JD(U) president

[

Darshan Singh Namdhari
will meet BJP leaders on
Monday, party sources said.

The Sonia bond

Asserting that the Congress
was committed ‘to forming
secular governments in Bih-
ar and Jharkhand, a party
spokesman on Monday said
Sonia Gandhi will hold talks
with Lalu Prasad Yadav and
Ramvilas Paswan.

“Sonia will hold talks with
Prasad and Paswan since
we're committed to progres-
sive secular governments in
the two states”, party spo-

kesman Anand Sharma said.
Announcing that the party
would be staking its claim to
form government in Jhark-
hand, Sharma said Sonia
had appointed two senior
party leaders — Priya Ran-
jan Das Munshi and former
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Ajit Jogi — as observers for
the state to supervise the
election of a CLP leader, as
also firm up the strategy for
government formation.

He said a Congress-JMM
goverment in Jharkhand
would be supported by the
RJD, Nationalist Congress
Party and Left parties.

:;‘
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Bhajan Lal
virtually out
of the race -

Pankaj Vohra
New Delhi, February 28

PRESSURE IS mounting
on the Congress high co-
mmand to appoint a Jat as
the next Haryana CM. Of
the 67 successful candida-
tes, over 25 are Jats. Many
of them have won from
the Jat heartland of Roh-
tak, Jind, Kaithal, Jhajjar
and Sonepat, considered
Om Prakash Chautala’s
strongholds.

The massive support
extended by the Jats has
virtually ensured that
PCC chief Bhajan Lal is
out of the race for the chi-
ef ministership. However,
Bhajan Lal has not given
up and is confident that
the high command will de-
cide on him.

Sonia Gandhi on Mon-
day appointed two obser-
vers — Ashok Gehlot and
PM. Sayeed — for the Con-
gress Legislature Party
meeting in Chandigarh on
Tuesday Bhajan Lal and
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
another chief ministerial
contender, met the Con-
gress president. Support-
ers of Rao Birender
Singh, MLA and former
minister, have also been
lobbying for him with sen-
ior Congress leaders.

Bhajan Lal’s claim
would have been the str-
ong had the Congress not
done so well in the Jat
heartland. But the results
have upset his calculati-
ons and ambitions.

The Congress has never
been popular among the
Jats of western Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana but
enjoyed their support in
Rajasthan till just before
the last assembly polls.

wn, Paswan seals Bihar deadlock
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.Deadlock continues in Bihar

By Our Special Corr si)ondent

PATNA, FEB. 28. Just hours after
the Bihar Chief Minister, Rabri
Devi, put in her papers, the Lok
Jan Shakti Party chief and
Union Steel Minister, Ram Vilas
“Paswan, initiated a move ap-
parenily seeking to pre-empt
the Rashtriya Janata Dal and
the National Democratic Alli-
ance from forming the
Government.

Ms. Rabri Devi called on the
Governor, Buta Singh, and sub-
mitted her resignation letter af-
ter the RJD failed to obtain a
majority on its own in the As-
sembly election. Mr. Singh
asked her to continue in office
till alternative arrangements
were made. The RJD supremo
and Railway Minister, Lalu Pra-
sad, accompanied her to the Raj

Bhavan.

Mr. Singh said that he would
follow the constitutional proc-
ess in the formation of the gov-
ernment when asked about the
fractured verdict.

In the evening, Mr. Paswan
sent a party delegation to the
Raj Bhavan submitting a mem-
orandum that his party would
not support the RJD or the
NDA. He said his party would
take a decision at its national
executive meeting in New Delhi
on March 3.

Mr. Paswan changed his
stand on President’s rule as the
last option, saying he favoured
a government excluding the
RID and the BJP but was unable
to suggest any alternative.

Though he was not averse to
joining hands with the Janata
Dal (United), Mr. Paswan did

not consider it feasible till it
parted company with the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party. He put the
ball in the JD(U)’s court hoping
that it would take the initiative
in the matter.

Samajwadi Party for
new formation

The Samajwadi Party, which
has four MLAs, also favours a
new formation. The State unit
chief, Daddan Pahelwan, said
his party would not support the
RID or the BjP. He hoped that
the JD(U) leader, Nitish Kumar,
would come out of the NDA and
join hands with Mr. Paswan.

RJD, NDA confident

Nevertheless, the RJD and
the NDA today reasserted their
resolve to form the government.
The RID legislature party will

meet tomorrow (o elect its lead
er and chart its course of action.
Mr. Lalu Prasad said that lic
would hold talks with ali ti
secular forces before staking
claim to form the government.
stressing that the mandate was
for the secular forces.

The BJP vice-president, S.k
Modi, asserted that the N3
would stake its claim saving
that the mandate was againsi
the Rabri Government. Tfle
haped that the Governor woula
give the NDA a chance to fonn
the government and prave its
majority on the floor of the
House.

The NDA was making all ¢f
forts to cobble together ihe
numbers and Mr. Modi saii
that the NDA was keeping iis
option open about approaching
Mr. Paswan as well.

P
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_Anti-Lalu

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, FEB. 27, For the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party and the Jana-
ta Dal (United) the good
showing in Bihar — together
their tally was 90 plus — is far
short of what they need for a
serious attempt at government-
formation.

In the run-up to the counting
of ballots senior BJP leaders had
said that the alliance would
need to cross the 100 mark for it
to try cobbling up a majority.

However, the BJP general sec-
retary, Arun Jaitley, said that
clearly it was an “anti-Rashtriya
Janata Dal mandate” and that
the people had voted to oust the
Rabri Devi Government. How-
ever, it was also conceded that
in the situation of a hung As-
sembly that has emerged in Bi-
har, the Governor would play a
crucial role.

While the BJP-JD (U) insisted
that they had emerged as the

mandafe, says BJP

“single lelr&es pre-poll allian?e"
it was aware that this would not
necessarily help it find the sup-
port it needed to reach the sim-
ple majority mark of 122 in a
House of 243.

“For the moment our leader-
ship has decided to adopt a
wait-and-watch  policy,” Mr.
Jaitley said.

Another senior party leader
said the BJP and the JD (U) were
not in a position to start talking
seriously to the Lok Jan Shakti
Party chief, Ram Vilas Paswan,
to ask for support as there were
“serious differences in the JD
(U) on seeking his support.”

Senjor BJP and JD (U) leaders
at a meeting expressed “satis-
faction” with the Bihar results,
pointing out that Mr. Paswan’s
party had also campaigned to
oust the RJD Government and
the people had therefore given
their verdict against the RJD.

The meeting was attended by

senior BJP leaders — Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, LK. Advani, Venkaiah
Naidu, Jaswant Singh, Murli
Manchar Joshi, Arun Jaitley,
Ananth Kumar, Mukhtar Abbas
Nagvi, Sushma Swaraj, V.K
Malhotra, Shivraj Singh Chau-
han and Pyarelal Khandelwal —
while George Fernandes, Nitish
Kumar and Sharad Yadav of the
JD (U} were present.

Responding to Mr. Paswan’s
known stand that he could do
business with the JD (U) if it
were to leave the BJP, Mr. Jaitley
said that the two parties had
contested  together, cam-
paigned together and they had a
“good experience.”

There was no occasion, he
said, to consider any other op-
tion but to remain together. As
for Mr. Paswan’s statement that
he would prefer President’s
Rule to either supporting the
RID or the BJP)D (U) forma-
tion, Mr. Jaitley said “Mr. Pas-
wan is entitled to his viewy

Paswan keeps NDA, RID guess

By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, FEB. 27. With the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal and the National
Democratic Alliance at his mer-
cy, the Lok Janshakti Party chief
and Union Steel Minister, Ram
Vilas Paswan, is playing his
cards close to his chest and en-
gaging them in a guessing game
on the formation of the next
government in Bihar.

Well aware that he has
emerged as a kingmaker, he has
made it clear that he would sup-
port neither the NDA nor the
RID in forming a government
nor form a government with
their support. But his presence
at the United Progressive Alli-

THRE HvoU

ance meeting in Delhi on Tues-
day is likely to prove crucial. Mr.
Paswan confirmed that he
would go to Dethi later tomor-
row to take part.

Mr. Paswan claimed that the
Congress had not approached
him with any offers. “They
know my stand [his opposition
to the RID]. Why should they
send any feelers to me?”

Stressing that the mandate
was for him to sit in the Opposi-
tion, he underscored his unwil-
lingness to push the State into
ruin only to put a popular gov-
ernment in place. “When I'm
not supporting anyone, Central
rule is the only option. That is
also one form of governance.”

g

The LJP chief said he had ac-
complished yet another mission
— ensuring the defeat of the
RID-led Government. He also
took credit for the defeat of the
NDA in the Lok Sabha elections
last year. He attributed his suc-
cess to the new Muslim-Dalit
equation he had propped up to
drive a wedge in the RID's Mus-
lim-Yadav combination.

Mr. Paswan said he had re-
ceived both the anti-RJD and
anti-BJP votes and said it was
the reason why he could not
court either of the two.He
scotched the rumours that he
had been offered the Railway
Ministry and said that he was
not fighting for any portfolio.

1
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 CONG SWEEPS HARYANA; HUNG HOUSE IN JHARKHAND

Lalu is down but
+»Who 18 1n? ¢\

%{;ﬁtatesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb. 27. — With the
RID leader, Mr Lalu Prasad’s
lantern sputtering, Assembly elec-
tions in the three states have deliv-
efed a mixed mandate. The Congress
as expectedly swept Haryana, per-
aps unexpectedly is very shaky in
‘Jharkhand and the only certainty in
- Bihar is the uncertainty about what
! Mr Ram Vilas Paswan of the LIP will
eventually do as the kingmaker.

Clutching a straw, Mr Prasad
today claimed that the RJD as the
single largest party will stake claim

. to form the government. It still
\ needs Mr Paswan, who doesn’t seem
keen to oblige.

Given the arithmetic, much could
depend on the Governor, Mr Buta
Singh. The Congress is now hoping
that its fall-back option — LJP sup-
port if Mrs Rabri Devi steps down as
another RJID leader like Mr
Raghuvansh Prasad Yadav steps in
— works out,

The NDA too needs Mr Paswan’s
support to stake its claim to form the
government, but he hasn’t agreed.
The LJP. the JD-U (without the
BJP) and the Congress do not have
the numbers. Another alternative is
President’s Rule with the Assembly
in suspended animation.

In Bihar, both the secular vote and
the anti-Lalu vote split, partly neu-
tralising each other. Some of the
anti-Lalu votes that went to Mr
Paswan could have gone to Mr Nitish

\ Kumar. There are angry leaders in

’ Caught in the act

NEW DELHI, Feb. 27. —
Politicians’ private lives
entered the public domain
when a TV channel today

the Congress who see Mr Arjun
Singh and Mr ML Fotedar as the
strategists who wanted to teach Mr
Prasad a lesson in Bihar and also, go
without him in Jharkhand. This was
because the AICC leader in-charge
of Bihar, Mr Harikesh Bahadur, had
spoken of a chance of a revival of the
Congress with part of the Muslim
vote coming back.

NDA to stake claim in Jharkhand

In Jharkhand the BJP-JD(U) com-
bine will stake claim to form the gov-
ernment though the results threw up
a fractured verdict. The Congress-
JMM alliance didn’t really work out

Paswan sticks g -

to his guns

) : 4 0
SWEET SUCCESS: Mr Paswan being fed sweets by his wife in Patna on Sunday. — PTI

with Congressmen fighting them in
some constituencies. The JMM was
a house divided after the rebellion of
Mr Stephen Marandi.

Jats for Haryana CM post ‘

In Haryana where the Congress
wrested power after nine years, all
the party now has to do is elect a
leader. The Jats believe they have

ensured the victory and want their [

pound of flesh. There is Mr Bhajan
Lal and Ms Shelja, a Dalit. If either
becomes CM, a Jat, possibly Mr R
Surjewala or Mr Bhopinder Hooda
could be the deputy chief minister.
More reports on page 4

telecast video tapes purpor-

tedly of two MLAs from Bihar, . : S

Mr Nawal Kishore Rai and Mr ~_Statesman News Sei : RiD+ 78

Anwaraul Haque, caught in Cong/LJP 39

compromising positions with  PATNA, Feb. 27. — In an apparent volte-face to cope  Total seats BJP/JD-U 92

call girls. — PTI with the emerging political scenario following the elec- - 243 QOthers 34
Details on page 5 ¢,y results, Mr Lalu Prasad, who till yesterday des- e :

4 %

cribed his “enemy No 1”
don ka sardar today call
nashakti Party leader,

Mr Ram Vilas Paswan as goon-
ed him Paswanji. The Lok Ja-
however, seemed to be in no

Jharkhand

SEE PAGE V & Vi I}?_?Bd to compromise and has rejected any truck with the
OF KOLKATA FiLug The BIP has begun wooing Mr Paswan through the gJP/ JS),;”U S’g
FOR AMUL MiLK Janata Dal-United despite having declared its opposi- T ' ong/JMM
DISCOUNT COUPONS.| tion to his LIP for giving tickets to anti-social elements, otal seats  RJD 7
Mr Prasad parried questions on who will be the next 81 Others 12
s chief minister. Mrs Rabri Devi said she would urge the = ‘
E aomd Governor to first invite the RID to form a government.
s o) The RID chief said: “Hum aapna dawa chhodnewale
L G nahin hain (I am not going to leave claims for the CM’s ‘
4w a‘ﬁf post)” and added, “NDA kg sapna sapna hi rah jayega”.

R He claimed that he would get the support of the Cong 67
Congress apart from the SP, BSP and Independe_nts, a INLD 9
majority of whom were RJID rebels, in government for-

www.thestatesman.net mation. Mr Prasad blamed his “own men” for his Total seaglg g#;rs 13
e-mail. thestatesman @vsni.com

party’s poor performance.

Bus charts way to sports ties

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 27. — Buoyed
by the agreement to run a bus ser-
vice between Srinagar and Muzaffa-
rabad, the government in PoK wants
to conduct a friendly soccer match
between the youth on both sides of

the LoC, followed with games in .

hockey and cricket,

Following the decision to start the
Kashmir bus service, doors have
opened for carrying out other activi-
ties, including a friendly soccer
match between Muzaffarabad and
Srinagar in May this year, Mr Dee-
wan Ali Khan Chughtai, PoK minis-
ter for sports, youth affairs and cul-
ture told reporters here.

“Now, when it’s all set for the start
of the bus service between the two
cities, the doors have opened for

‘other ventures and I think we would
not find a better time for the start of
sports relations,” Mr Khan was quot-

,,PCB reservations over Dalai Lama

#" | KARACHI, Feb. 27. — The Pakistan Cricket Board has
expressed its reservation over the Dalai Lama

| inaugurating the team'’s tour opener against the Board
™ President X| at Dharamshala. “The PCB chairman, Mr
{ Shaharyar Khan, spoke to the Indian Board officials

> { yesterday insisting that Pakistan should not be putin

e

an embarrassing position as it enjoyed very good

1 relations with China,” a PCB source was quoted as

saying by The News here today. The Himachal Pradesh

Cricket Association, which is the host for the three-day

tour opener, had announced a couple of days ago that
: : the Dalai Lama would inaugurate the 3-5 March match.

“BCCI conveyed to Mr Khan that it was not their decision to invite the Dalai Lama

to inaugurate the match and that this was done by the Himachal Pradesh Cricket

Association,” the source said. — PTI

ed as saying by local daily The News.

“We have already taken up the
matter with the Pakistan govern-
ment and are waiting for a green sig-
nal from Islamabad,” he said adding
that an invitation would be sent to
the J&K government soon.

Mr Khan said other sports like
hockey and cricket would be next in
line. “We want to start with football
and other sports would follow. We
definitely would be looking forward
to hold the first-ever match of soccer
between the two cities,” he said.
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call to
‘'save’
state

ASHISH SINHA

Patna, Feb. 27: Ram Vilas
Paswan, who has emerged as
the biggest star of the Bihar
election, wants President’s
rule for now.

“It could be for any peri-
od. Uttar Pradesh saw cen-
tral rule for a year when a
hung Assembly was re-
turned. Manmohan Singh is
an honest Prime Minister; he
will do no wrong in Bihar.
The governor is the Centre’s
emissary. Let such a rule
cleanse this state of the filth
that has gathered in 15
years,” Paswan told The
Telegraph in his hotel suite
today.

The strategy for “sal-
vaging” Bihar, he explained,
should focus on three things
— better law and order, stress
on development and protect-
ing social harmony. A
Rashtriya Janata Dal-led
government cannot do the
first two (“we have seen that
in 15 years”), and the third is
way off the policies of the
“communal” National Demo-
cratic Alliance, he said.

“Irefuse to see the Janata
Dal (United) and the BJP as
separate entities. The results
are overwhelmingly against
the RJD, but for me the man-
date is also against the NDA.
I cannot forget that Muslims
sided with the LJP, dumping
the appeals of Laloo Prasad
Yadav. Nurse no confusion;
I will support neither. I do
not want to be chief minister
and regret when things
start falling apart,” Paswan
added.

Government formation or
its urgency is not a priority
with Paswan, the seniormost
in the group that calls the
shots in Bihar politics. He
has been in politics since
1969 when Laloo Prasad and
Nitish Kumar were still
learning their lessons.

For the “long run”, Pasw-
an has a clear road map. “Fif-
teen years was a long run.
The biggest achievement of
these elections is that a reluc-
tant electorate now believes
that change is possible. The
trend can only get stronger.
Laloo Prasad’s Muslim-Ya-
dav formula is shattered. The
time is ripe for an all-inclu-
sive appeal in which no social

group feels alienated. Herein
lies the future of Bihar and I
alone stand for this politics,”
he said.

Paswan said he was not
interested in a more impor-
tant portfolio in the Manmo-
han Singh government, not
even the railway ministry
that Laloo Prasad had beaten
him to. “I am not interested.
The Congress and its presi-

dent are well aware of my
stand. I am sure they will not
pressure me into anything.
Laloo Prasad calls me a mo-
bile party. Well said, I got mo-
bile phones for everyone as
the Union communications
minister,” he said.

The LJP leader’s attacks
on the RJD have only become
more stinging. “Kahan hai
Laloo lehar jiski woh baat

Laloo Prasad Yadav with Rabri Devi in Patna after the results were declared. (PTD)

kartethe? (Where is the Laloo
wave he used to talk about?)
The RJD did well in the Lok
Sabha elections only because
Isupported the alliance. I do
not want to pour old wine in
a new bottle by supporting
the RJD, a party that worked
against the Congress and
now presents it as a partner,”
he said.

Paswan stressed that

NDA was the only pre-poll al-
liance in Bihar. “The UPA
was hardly a pre-election co-
mbination. I went on an alm-
ost ‘ekla chalo’ (walk alone)
path. My mission was to re-
move the RJD and I am happy
that goal has been now ac-
complished. I am satisfied wi-
th the results but in the nor-
mal course, I would have won
60 seats,” he said.

Sonia, clerics

New Delhi, Feb. 27: Ram
Vilas Paswan might not be
averse to supporting a Muslim
chief minister from the Ras-
htriya Janata Dal, with a
deputy from his party.

The Lok Janshakti Party
chief, who has insisted on kee-
ping equal distance from Lal-
oo Prasad Yadav’s RJD and the
National Democratic Alliance
and called for President’s rule,
could climb down under pres-
sure from Sonia Gandhi and
senior Muslim clerics.

Besides, the “kingmaker”
would be worried about some
of his MLAs being susceptible
to poaching by both camps.

The newly-formed LJP’s
election symbol is a “house”,
but some of his nominees
could not get the symbol and
had to contest on others, turn-
ing them into Independents,
who are easier to wean away,

LJP sources said with a lar-
ge section of Muslims, espe-
cially the backwards and the
Dalits, drifting away from Lal-
00 Prasad’s “MY” (Muslim-
Yadav) combination, and with
Paswan crafting a “DM” (Dal-
it-Muslim) alliance with upp-
er castes, it would be political-
ly suicidal for him to have any
truck with the saffron camp.

With cracks in the RJD’s
“Muslim-Yadav” combinati-
on, either Paswan or Nitish
Kumar could emerge as a fu-
ture alternative to Laloo
Prasad in the state.

In the run-up to the elec-
tions, Paswan had said he wo-
uld like to have a Muslim chief
minister but he did not specify
the party.

Sources in the LJP said
RJD’s state president and for-
mer minister Abdul Bahri Sid-
diqui could emerge as a con-
sensus candidate for the top
slot while Paswan’s brother
Pasupati Paras could be the
deputy chief minister. “As of
now, this option is the only al-
ternative to President’s rule,”
asource said.

RJD sources said though

focus

Laloo Prasad will insist on
Rabri Devi continuing as chief
minister, he could also back a
Muslim candidate to placate
the minority community.

Assessing the initial repo-
rts, they said between 20
and 40 per cent Muslims seem
to have split away from the
RJD in different regions, and
rebel Yadavs ruined the
party’s prospects in two dozen
seats.

Discounting the possibili-
ty of the NDA cobbling a ma-
jority, a senior RJD leader said
that in 2000, Nitish Kumar’s
government fell after seven
days as he could not muster
support from Independents
even though the NDA was in
power at the Centre.

“If the BJP-JD (U) make a
similar attempt, they are
bound to fail. Not only is there
a UPA government at the Cen-
tre, governor Buta Singh, a
former Congress leader, is also
no pushover,” he said.

Both Laloo Prasad and Si-
wan MP and muscleman Mo-
hammad Shahabuddin are
adept at “managing” Indepen-
dent legislators.

In the first two phases, LJP
gained at the cost of the RJD
and in the third phase, it dam-
aged the NDA more. Though
Laloo Prasad tried his best to
create a BJP phobia in the
third phase, analysts said it
was too late as the damage was
already done in the second
phase, which had the maxi-
mum Muslim presence.

Most constituencies in the
second phase had a high con-
centration of minority voters,
who appeared to have divided
their loyalty between the LJP-
Congress and the RJD.

Kishenganj has a 67.6 per
cent Muslim population, Kati-
har 425 per cent, Araria
41.1 per cent, Purnea 36.8 per
cent, Darbhanga 22.7 per cent,
Madhubani 17.9 per cent and
Supaul 17.4 per cent. Another
half-a-dozen constituencies
in the second phase had 4.4
per cent to 14.4 per cent minor-
ity voters.
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Feb. 23: Bihar
may have voted to elect a com-
plex hung Assembly which
may necessitate a post-poll po-
litical realignment for govern-
ment formation, according to
The Telegraph-STAR News
exit poll.

Conducted by AC Nielsen
through the three phases of
polling in Bihar and Jhark-
hand on February 3, 15 and 23,
the exit poll reckons that Laloo
Prasad Yadav’s 15-year-long
monopoly over Bihar will end.

The BJP-Janata Dal (Unit-
ed) combine, benefiting from
the disunity among the United
Progressive Alliance partne-
rs, is projected to emerge as
the single largest pre-poll alli-
ance in both states, the exit
poll predicted.

In Jharkhand, the combine
may be within striking range
of the simple majority mark of
41 seats in the 81-member As-
sembly. In Bihar, it may find it-
self in a situation almost simi-
lar to that after the 2000 As-
sembly polls.

The exit poll projected the
two National Democratic Al-

‘The Telegraph

BJP+ 37
JMM+ 28

RJD+ 5
Others 11

liance partners as winning 96
of 239 Bihar seats — 24 short of
the revised majority mark, as
elections were deferred in the
remaining four seats of the
243-member Assembly.

After the 2000 polls, the
BJP-Dal (U) was unsuccessful
in cobbling together a majori-
ty though it had emerged the
single largest pre-poll alliance.

Dal (Uy's Nitish Kumar was
sworn in chief minister but
had to quit within a week ashe
could not take the mandatory
confidence vote for want of
the requisite numbers.

Laloo Prasad’s Rashtriya
Janata Dal and its Left part-
ners are projected to end up
with 82 seats.

Ram Vilas Paswan’s Lok

Janshakti Party and the Cong-
ress — Laloo Prasad’s estrang-
ed UPA allies in Bihar -— may
win 26 and eight seats. The
three parties’ combined tally
of 116 is four short of majority.

Both UPA camps would be
closely looking at smaller par-
ties and Independents, who to-
gether are projected to accou-
nt for 28 seats. But after their
bitter campaign against each
other, Laloo Prasad would ha-
ve to get Paswan on his side to
stand any chance of retaining
power.

The exit poll conducted to-
day, during the final round of
polling involving 93 Bihar se-
ats, has not shown any change
in Laloo Prasad’s dwindling
fortunes as seen during the fir-
st two rounds. The RJD and al-
lies are expected to win 33 of
the 93 seats and the NDA part-
ners could get 42 seats. The Co-
ngress, which fought 33 seats
today, is likely to get two seats.

In Jharkhand, the BJP-Dal
(U) is projected to win 37 seats,
four short of the majority ma-
rk, and the Congress-Jharkha-
nd Mukti Morcha combine 28.

The votes will be counted
on Sunday.

THE TELEGRAPY
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52 per cent pollmg in Bihar

& Third and final phase ends @ Focus now on countlng of votes
1

By ]. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. An estimated
55 per cent of the electorate
exercised their franchise today
in the final phase of polling for
93 Assembly seats in Bihar and
28 seats in Jharkhand.

The Deputy Election Com-
missioner, AN. Jha, told re-
porters here that while the
voter turnout was around 55
per cent in Jarkhand, it was
around 50-52 per cent in Bihar.
The overall voter turnout in Bi-
har and Jharkhand would be
around 55 per cent, he said
adding that the polling today
was by and large peaceful.

STF jawan killed

In Jharkhand, he said, one
Spec1a1 Task Force jawan was
killed in Bokaro and polling
had to be stopped for some-
time in a polling station due to
group clashes. In Bihar, one
person was killed in police fir-
ing and another person died

Hung House
predicted

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. Exit polls
. have predicted a fractured
mandate in Bihar. A photo-
* finish is on the cards be-
tween the ruling RJD and
BJP-JD(U) combine while
the LJP leader, Ram Vilas
Paswan, is likely to emerge
as “king-maker.”
In Jharkhand, the BJP-JD
' combine has been given a
i slight edge over the JMM-
+ Congress alliance. — UNI
Details on Page 11
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WILL BE IT LALUDOM AGAIN? RJD Ieader Lalu Prasad takes his identit

when a bomb he was making
exploded. There were also re-
ports of inter-party clashes
from Muzzarfarpur, Saran and
Bettiah. In all, 238 people were
arrested from Bihar today dur-
ing the course of polling from
various constituencies, he said.

Mr. Jha said that in the by-
election to Ajnala assembly
constituency in Punjab, the
voter turnout was around 65
per cent. In the byelections to

o

the three Assembly constituen-
cies in Meghalaya, nearly 50-65
per cent polling was recorded.
In the re-poll in six Haryana
polling stations, about 77 per
cent polling was recorded.
Asked whether the Commis-
sion had taken any decision on
the reply sent by the Cabinet
Secretary on the issue of the
Government announcing in-
creasing the EPF interest rates
on the eve of the polls, Mr. Jha

2 4 FEB 2003

said the Commission was ex-
amining the reply and would
take an appropriate decision.

On the ban imposed on
some political leaders from en-
tering their constituencies, he
said the District Magistrate
must have taken the decision
on some legal aspect. Mr. Jha
said the counting of votes in
Bihar, Jharkhand and Haryana
would begin at 8 a.m. on Feb-

ruary 27 and bulk of the results

y card from his wife and
Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi before casting his vote in Patna on Wednesday. — AFP

would be available around 2
p.m. Most of the data would be
put on the Election Commis-
sion's website — www.eci.go-
v.in — in the evening. The
results would be available live
on the website during the
counting.

“The results and updates will
be provided on real time basis”
on the website, linked online
with the counting centres, he
said.
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|- STRAY INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE

Over 50 p.c.

_polling in
' Bihar, ,,

Jharkhan?l

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15. The Election
Commission said today that an
estimated 50 to 52 per cent of the
voters exercised their franchise
in the second phase of the As-
sembly elections in Bihar, and in
Jharkhand the turnout was
around 55 to 60 per cent.

Briefing reporters, the Deputy
Election Commissioner, A.N.
Jha, said here that the polling
was by and large peaceful and
that there was no major incident
in Jharkhand. Stray incidents
were reported from Bihar. A
Rashtriya Janata Dal candidate
was detained for intimidating
voters and there were reports of
malfunctioning of electronic
voting machines in three polling
stations, he said.

In Bihar, Mr. Jha said, some
violence was reported relating to
police firing in Munger, Saharsa
and Barauni.He said there were
reports of voters boycotting the
polls in three places complain-
ing of lack of power, water and
proper roads and some people
complained that they did not
have the voter identity card.

On the question of repoll, he
said the Commission would
scrutinise the registers from
places where more than 68 per
cent polling was registered and
then take a decision, Mr. Jha
said. The Commission would al-
so seek reports from the return-
ing officers and observers
regarding the large turnout in
certain booths, he said.

RJD reply to notice

Mr. Jha said the RJD had re-
plied to the Commission that it
had no role in the distribution of
compact discs on the post-God-
hra riots shown in various plac-
es. The Commission would
undertake an independent in-
quiry on how the discs made
their way into the State when the
election process was under way.
A First Information Report had
already been filed against un-
known persons for the incident.
To a question on the Commis-

e 1ot
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sion’s views to the Cabinet Sec-
retary’s reply on the hike in the
interest rates of Employees Prov-
ident Fund on the eve of the
elections, Mr. Jha said the Com-
mission was looking into the re-
ply and would soon take a
decision. On appointments and
transfers in Haryana, he said the
State Government had been
asked to send the complete facts
by 4 pm tomorrow.

Three killed in Bihar

Our Patna Special

Correspondent reports:

Two persons were killed and
five others were injured when
police fired at anti-social ele-
ments at a booth in Saharsa. One
of the deceased was identified as
a relative of the RJD candidate.
One person was killed in a clash
between two groups in Pratapur
village of Sheikhpura constitu-
ency in Lakhisarai district. The
Chief Secretary, K.A-H. Subra-
manian, however, denied that
the clash had any electoral
overtones.

In another incident of police
firing, four persons were injured
in Munger district. About three
dozen incidents of violence and
malpractices were reported be-
sides a dozen cases where the
voters boycotted the election
process protesting against the
non-existence of basic amenities
or non-issuance of photo identi-
ty cards.

Significantly, two incidents
related to journalists. In one
case, an ETV reporter, Santosh
Singh, lodged a complaint in
Darbhanga against the RJD
MILA, Lalit Yadav, accusing him
of keeping him in illegal confine-
ment.

In the second case, the district
officials of Samastipur arrested
the Sahara Samay cameraman,
Ramesh Shanker, for entering a
polling booth and filed a case
against him under the Represen-
tation of the People Act, 1951.
Polling in four constituencies
was rescheduled to February 18
and 26 for security reasons.

Exit Polls differ: Page 11
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The

In Bihar, Election 2004 was a straight, clearly defined ideological
contest — between the RJD-led grand alliance and a much-depleted
National Democratic Alliance. Election 2005 by contrast is a story of

confusion, disarray and bitterness — on both sides. Vidya
Subrahmaniam, who is touring the State, reports on the situation.

HE SUMMER of 2004

saw one of the most

one-sided elections ev-

er fought and won in
Bihar with the Lalu Prasad-led
Rashtriya Janata Dal alliance
coasting to a superlative victory
with 29 of 40 seats and a vote
share of 44.4 per cent. The ver-
dict was a tribute as much to the
political acumen of the prime
movers of the alliance, Mr. Pra-
sad, and Congress president So-
nia Gandhi, as to the chemistry
among the constituents — the
RID, the Congress, the Lok Jan
Shakti Party and the Left. The
social coalition they represent-
ed — the bulk of Dalits, Mus-
lims and Other Backward
CIASSeS was unbeatable by
any other combination.

Eight months on, there is not
much sign of the unity that
made that triumph possible.
Election 2004 was a straight,
clearly defined ideological con-
test — between the RJD-led
grand alliance, on the one side,
and a much-depleted National
Democratic Alliance, on the
other. Election 2005 by contrast
is a story of confusion, disarray
and bitterness — on both sides.

To quote the RJD chief, itis a
“free-for-all” where friendships
have tumed sour, political
boundaries have blurred and
parties are engaged in a futile
chase of one another’s so-called
‘vote banks.”

NDA’s dilemma

So is this an opportunity
handed on a platter to the Bha-
fatiya Janata Party-Janata Dal
{United) combination? Not by a
long stretch. Far from exploiting
the rifts in the enemy camp, the
NDA seems as foxed by the mul-
tiplicity of contests as its rivals,
and consequently at a loss to
figure out its strategy.

Should the NDA go to town
on the differences among its op-
ponents, and imply thereby that
the United Progressive Alliance
et the Centre was doomed? Or
should it portray them as
“friends pretending to be foes”?
The former strategy would
rean positioning Mr. Prasad as
* lone fighter ranged against a

ost of enemies. This would
catter the anti-Lalu votes, a sit-
ation the RJD chief in fact rev-
Is in. “Lalu versus others” is
ot just Mr. Prasad’s greatest
ey, it is the surest bet for
onsolidating his constituency.
If, on the other hand, the
‘DA projected Mr. Prasad, Ms.

OSE WHO WOULD BE CHIEF MINISTER: Ram Vilas Paswan of the Lok Jan Shakti Party,

Gandhi and Mr. Paswan as tem-
porary foes who will eventually
patch up, then it would in effect
be admitting that the UPA is in
sound health.

Congress calculations

The UPA first. When the
friendship between Mr. Prasad
and Mr. Paswan suddenly rup-
tured, it seemed like a typical
clash between two egoistical
satraps. At that point, the es-
trangement did not appear a
threat to the UPA’s prospects in
Bihar, let alone to the alliance at
the Centre. This was primarily
because of the excellent under-
standing between Mr. Prasad
and Ms, Gandhi. Yet in Con-
gress offices, both at the Centre
and in Bihar, a different drama
was being enacted. Obviously
on a high after their Lok Sabha
performance, Congress leaders
impressed on Ms. Gandhi that
the environment in Bihar was
just right for a grand Congress
comeback.

According to a senior leader,
their reasoning went as follows:
With the Lok Sabha victory, the
Congress had gained in stature,
leading to a groundswell of sup-
port for the party in the State.
Secondly, the Bihar electorate
wanted a change and this
change could not come via the
NDA, which had lost to Mr. Pra-
sad in election after election.
Mr. Prasad’s unwillingness to
accommodate their interests
only added to the clamour in
the Congress ranks. As Ramesh
Chennithala, general secretary,
All-India Congress Committee
explained, “How could the Con-
gress agree to contest only 12
seats?”

For Ms. Gandhi, it was a di-
lemma that was not easily re-
solved. She could afford to
alienate neither the Congress
cadre nor Mr. Prasad, who had
stood by her through her days of
struggle and backed her to the
hilt for Prime Ministership. He
had also shown a rock-like firm-
ness in dealing with the Sangh
Parivar.

Thus was born the idea of
partial seat adjustments — with
the RJD as well as the LJSP. The
Congress, it was decided, would
be ambitious but not overly so.
It would field its candidates in a
total of 83 seats, leaving out
those seats that were won by the
RID and the LJSP (more accu-
rately, the Paswan component
in the NDA) in the 2000 As-
sembly election. It was to be a

.protise

limited two-way agreement.

However, for Mr. Paswan,
this was just the opportunity he
was waiting for. Having spurned
the NDA’s repeated overtures,
he needed to find an alternative
partner who would help him in
his effort to build a lasting Dalit-
Muslim constituency. The Dalit
leader promptly announced an
alliance between the Congress
and the LJSP, ignoring the fact
that the Congress was in an in-
direct alliance with the RJD as
well. After all, the Congress had
decided not to fight the RID in
its stronghalds. The Congress
had meant to send this as a sig-
nal to the RJD but the damage
was already done.

The UPA’s arrangement

Today  the  arrangement
among the UPA constituents is
on the following lines: The RJD
and the Left are one bloc, The
RID and the LjSP fight each oth-
er everywhere. The Congress is
in “friendly fights” with the RJD
in 83 seats.

But the big question remains.
Is the Congress a friend of Mr.
Prasad or his enemy? Foe, if you
go by the party’s association
with Mr. Paswan; the Dalit lead-
er has sworn never to align with
Mr. Prasad (“not for seven ja-
nams” is his much-quoted
at election rallies).
Friend, if the criterion is secu-
larism.

Not surprisingly, Congress
leaders have adopted a mini-
malist language where they at-
tack the BJP and defend
secularism but offer no opinion
on Mr. Prasad or Mr. Paswan.
Said Mr. Chennithala: “Our ene-
my is the BJP. We are a unifier of
secular forces.” How? Hasn't
the Congress divided the secu-
lar forces? “No, after the elec-
tion we will apply the necessary
corrective force.”

At her election meetings Ms.
Gandhi reads out what sounds
like a litany of complaints
against the RJD Government
but almost always winds up by
defending the cause of secular-
ism and asking voters to sup-
port “the next mili-jhuli sarkar
(coalition government)”

The NDA reads a coded
message in all this. Put simply,
the divided house of the UPA
will unite after the election. In-
deed, there is a nagging suspi-
cion within the NDA that the
UPA constituents are in a proxy
fight to divide the anti-Lalu
votes. So, party strategists who

attle for Bih

CONNECTING WITH THE PEOPLE: Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad addresses an election rally in Darbhanga on Thursday. — PT!

were initially overjoyed at the
prospect of a division in the sec-
ular vote (more importantly in
Mr. Prasad’s famous Muslim-
Yadav votebank) are no longer
sure they can reap a windfall
from this split.

Arun Jaitley, who argues that
the UPA has damaged itself be-
yond redemption (“the UPA is a
cracked mirror and a cracked
mirror can never be joined”),
nonetheless admits that the
constituents will reunite to
place the RID in power.

So how does the BJP propose
to deal with this “duplicity”?
Says Mr. Jaitley: “We will exploit
the infighting in the UPA to our
advantage even as we warn vot-
ers that they are one and the
same.”

“This is a sham, proxy war,”
fumes Amitabh Sinha, the BJP’s
media manager in Patna, refer-
ring to the infighting in the
UPA. Mr. Sinha also feels the

BJP has suffered on account of
its earlier offer of Chief Minis-
tership to Mr. Paswan. “Our re-
peated entreaties to Mr. Paswan
helped him build his image to
an extent where the Congress-
LJSP combination threatened to
eclipse us. Suddenly, the alter-
native to Lalu was Paswan, not
us.
The BJP which had started its
campaign by attacking the
RJD’s “15 years of misrule” real-
ised that the anti-incumbency
votes could well be going Mr.
Paswan’s way. :
“After the first phase we real-
ised that the UPA constituents
are hand-in-glove. Their strite-
gy was to occupy both the rdling
and Opposition space “¥ghd
squeeze us out of the conftest.
So now we have made it a point
to tell voters that every votg
goes to Paswan actuall
Lalu,” says Mr. Sinhai:
The effect of the

. the “likely” support of
! L
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Rabri Devi of the Rashtriya Janata Dal, Nitish Kumar of the Janata Dal (United).

campaign is visible in the upper
caste-dominated villages of Bi-
har. The repeated refrain here
is: “We would vote for the Con-
gress if it had made it clear that
it would have nothing to do
with the RJD.”

Another senior BJP strategist
admits off-the-record that the
UPA’s current problems and the
fatigue factor associated with
the RID notwithstanding, there
is little hope for the NDA.

For the simple reason that it
is a tall order for the BJP and the
JD (U) to muster a tally of 100
seats — the minimum required
for any party or a combination
of parties to take a crack at gov-
ernment formation. :

As against this, the RID can
count on the certain support of
the Left, the Congress and the
independents, not to mentibpn
the L.

a8

much-talked about scenario
across Bihar, would Mr. Paswan
defect to the NDA?

This is the BJP’s fondest
hope, although the party knows
that having worked hard to
shake off the Hindutva tag, the
Dalit leader can scarcely afford

to go back to it — at least not if
he wants to emerge as a mess-
iah of Muslims, Dalits and the
poor.

Whether Bihar's voters can
make sense of this classic
wheels-within-wheels situation
can at best be speculated on.

Aun B's.n‘le{ga Muk-
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: ,Today,fftﬁere are three rival
alliances. The RJD’s candi-
date for Chief Minister is of
course Rabri Devi. When
midway through Lalu Pra-
sad’s second term, Ms. Rabri
Devi took charge as Chief
Minister, politicians quickly
dubbed her a proxy candi-
date; in time the RJD chief
would return and she would
go back to attending house-
hold chores.

Yet Mr. Prasad willingly
took the backseat to his wife
in the 2000 Assembly elec-
tion, and today, there is no
dispute about who will hold
the reins of Government in
case the RID wins a third
term ‘in office.

The Congress-Lok Jan
Shakti Party alliance is less
clear about who it wants pro-
jected as Chief Minister.
However, rather than fight
over the job, both parties
seem engaged in a coy “pehle
aap” (after you) game. This is

that between them the two

The race to be
Chief Minister

aclear signal that they — cer- -4
tainly the Congress — would |
like to keep the options open -
for a future realignment with |
the RJD. ‘
This is also an admission

parties have no realistic
chiance of getting anywhere
néar the majority mark. !

The ‘National Democratic !
Alliance grandly offered the |

~post to Mr. Paswan only to be

rebuffed by the Dalit leader.
The new buzz around Mr.
Paswan has unsettled the al-
liance which fears that the !
Dalit leader might have be-
come the focus of the anti-
Lalu vote.

This is precisely why the
BJP hurriedly announced
Nitish Kumar as its Chief
Ministerial candidate. Unfor-
tunately for the party, the
move has backfired with first
Shatrughan Sinha, and now
George Fernandes insisting
that the post remain open tiil
the declaration of results.

-If Mr. Sinha argued that
the Chief Minister's choijce
was a prerogative of elected
legislators, Mr. Fernandes
thought the move was calcu-
lated to cause confusion.

Mr.  Fernandes’ sharp
comments on the subject:
“Questions like kaun banega
mukhya mantri (who will be-
come Chief Minister) should
be answered only after the
results. This is not the time to .
project Nitish Kumar.” —

V.S,

HE UNITED Progressive

I Alliance that swept  the

14th general election is
nowhere to be seen in Bihar,
much to the delight of Rashtriya
Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad’s
legion of enemies. Popular wis-
dom in Patna in fact has it that
the Prasads are living out their
last days in the sprawling Chief
Ministerial bungalow on 1 Anne
Marg.

For Mr. Prasad, all this is evi-
dently just action replay. “Lalu”,
the only issue in Bihar, has been
written off again and again in
the last 15 years. It is perhaps
because of this confidence — or
overconfidence as his opponents
would surely say — that today
he seems without a worry.

Far from it, he is in his ele-
ment. In a conversation with
Vidya  Subrahmaniam for
The Hindu, Mr. Prasad lunges
at his critics with gusto, sparing
no one, not the Bharatiya Janata
Party, not Ram Vilas Paswan,

Bihar has captured Delhi, says Lalu

not the Election Commission. At
the same time, he is emphatic
that he will not rock the UPA
boat at the Centre.

After all, as he gleefully points
out, Bihar now has a stake in the
Manmohan Singh Governmeit.
“Bihar ka kabja ho gaya hai Del-
hi mein (Bihar has captured
Delhi)” he says. Excerpts:

Question: Suddenly you
have another alliance to fight
apart from the NDA. Ram Vilas
Paswan appears to have
emerged as a leader in his own
right.

Lalu Prasad: Says who? Let
me make this clear. The Con-
gress is trying to rebuild its or-
ganisation in Bihar. But they
have no base vote here. Mr. Pas-
wan also has no base vote. So
where are they getting their
support from? The NDA alliance
is in a bigger mess.

They first offered the Chief
Ministership to Mr. Paswan and

now they have announced Nit-
ish Kumar’s name.

But barely did they start to
project him when George Fer-
nandes objected to it. Shatrugh-
an Sinha has already declined to
accept Mr. Kumar’s leadership.

Tell me, where is the vacancy
for Bihar’s Chief Ministership?
Let the results come and they
will see it for themselves.

As far as the RJD is con-
cerned, the more confusion
there is, the better it is for us.

Surely the split in the UPA
votes is going to affect the
RJD’s prospects?

Where is the UPA in Bihar?
There was and is Lalu Prasad
and no one else here. Everybody
is fighting me.

The Congress and the Lok Jan
Shakti Party claimed they did
well in the Lok Sabha elections
but their seats came from me.
They are all Lalu Yadav's seats.

Funnily, the media has got in-
to the act, predicting that Mr.
Paswan will get Muslim votes,
Dalit votes and so on.

But take it from me. The vot-
ers of Bihar know what they
want. They may be poor but
they are not fools. They are not
going to be misled by this “Lalu
is going, Lalu is going” chorus.

My opponents, including the
media, attacked me on the kid-
napping incidents.

They organised protests by
school children, they lined
them up at the helipad when I
was out of town and made out
as if I was indifferent to the
plight of small children.

Today, the State Government
has recovered the missing chil-
dren, and in one instance killed
the kidnapper.

What went wrong between

you and the Congress? You
have been quoted as saying So-

nia Gandhi was misled by her
partymen.

That is very true. Soniaji was
misled by local Congressmen.
These men are not well-wishers

of Soniaji.
There is a pattern to be fol-
lowed in seat distribution,

which is that you take the seats
you won in the last elections
and arrive at a mutually satis-
fying agreement for the rest of
the seats. The Congress wanted
150 seats, which was crazy. The
reality is nowhere near this.

I had 129 seats in the outgo-
ing assembly [with defections]
as against 12 in the case of the
Congress. I'm not a fool that 1
can agree to this. Once the re-
sults come you will find that the
Congress cannot even hold its
12 seats.

Moreover in Jharkhand, the
Congress and the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha excluded us.
They did not even ask me for my

opinion. You have to take grass-
roots experience into account.
They are going to have to pay
for this. There is already a split
in the JMM. And the BJP, which
had no hope in that State, has
started to make gains.

Will all this not affect the fu-
ture of the UPA at the Centre?

This will have no effect on the
Central Government. I'm not a
foelish politician. Bihar is a land
of experimentation and elec-
tions here have always been
something of a free-for-all, so
I'm not unduly bothered by the
multiple contests.

At the same time, | know
there is somebody behind all
this. Believe me, their aim is to
disturb the UPA Government at
the Centre.

Who is behind this?

Many people, including sec-
tions of the right-wing media
which keeps on and on about
how I'm finished. They are

building up Mr. Paswan just as
they built up Mamata Banerjee
in West Bengal.

The Election Commission
has asked for RID MP Moham-
mad Shahabuddin to be shift-
ed out of the jail in Siwan.

I fail to understand this. The
E.C. nearly had me grounded on
the Banerjee committee report
on the Godhra incidents. I was
saved in part by The Hindu'’s
strong editorial urging the right
to free political speech.

There are many more crimi-
nals in other parties. [He reels
off names concentrating espe-
cially on those fielded by the
Lok Jan Shakti Party.]

The BJP says you and Mr.
Paswan will get together after
the elections. That you are
fighting a sham war.

Mr. Paswan is on record say-
ing that for the next seven ja-
nams (births) he will not work
with me. :

The R]JD has been in govern-

ment for 15 years. Yet Bihar
looks more backward than
before.

Who says? In all the develop-
ment indices we have made
progress. When you talk of de-
velopment you have to judge us
against the situation in our
State.

The highest improvement in
poverty and literacy levels was
recorded by Bihar in the last
decade. Besides you have to un-
derstand that successive Cen-
tral Governments have not
played fair with us.

The situation has changed
with the formation of the UPA
Government at the Centre.

So what is your slogan for
this election?

Bihar ka kabja ho gaya hai
Delhi mein. Ab Bihar badlega
(Bihar has captured Delhi. Now
Bihar will change.)
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 12
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RJD CHIEF Lalu Prasad Yadav is in deep
trouble, according to a poll survey conduct-
ed for the second phase of assembly polls in
Bihar. His party is predicted to lose at least
a third of the Muslim votes it has been get-
ting in the last 15 years.

According to the Zee TV-C-Voter survey,
the RJD’s Muslim vote percentage in phase
two is likely to fall to 49 from 75-85 in past
elections. The Congress is expected to get 33
per cent of this crucial vote bank with seven
per cent going to Ram Vilas Paswan's Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP), the survey predicts.

In fact, wherever the upper caste vote is
shifting to the Congress-Paswan combine,
the Muslims are joining this shift. Their fear
that if they didn't vote for Lalu the BJP
would come to power is slowly fading as
chances of the Congress-Paswan combine
cutting votes and winning seats are becom-
ing brighter with each passing day, states a
C-Voter press release.

In terms of seats, the RJD plus the Left
are tipped to bag 31 of the 100 seats that are
at stake in the second phase of the polls. The
survey gives the Congress 21 seats, Paswan
16 and the BJP alliance 32.

The survey total for both phases is pegged
at between 74 and 86 seats for the RJD and
Left, 42-55 for the Congress, 69-81 for the BJP
and allies, and 33-45 for others.

"The situation, therefore is very, very
tricky and leads for Lalu are wafer-thin. In
each phase, he is losing 10-14 seats from his
previous tally. If the trend continues, he
could end up losing 35-40 seats from the last
election, making the task of government for-
mation very difficult for him," the survey
concludes.

However, in Jharkhand, Lalu is expected
to exact revenge by playing the spoiler. Ac-
cording to the survey, he is likely to get at
least eight seats in the phase two polls.

The Congress alliance is expected to get
around 40 seats while the BJP combine could
get 38. Even if the RJD manages to get 57
seats , Lalu could emerge as kingmaker in
Jharkhand which, like Bihar, appears to be
heading for a hung assembly, it was stated.

Crumbling fort

m Survey says RJD’s Muslim vote
percentage in Phase 1l may fall to
49 from 75-85 in past elections.

It gives RID-Left 31 out of 100 seats

m Cong expected to get 33% Muslim
votes with 7% going to LJP. Survey
gives Cong 21 seats, LJP gets 16

m BJP alliance expected to get 32 seats

SOME COMFORT

However, Lalu is expected to exact
revenge by playing spoiler in Jharkhand

B

Congress chief Sonia Gandhi at a rally in Ranchi on Friday.

Sonia voices concern over
law and order in Bihar

Agencies
Madhubani/Katihar, Feb 12

IN AN apparent reflection of
her party’s uneasy relations
with Bihar’s ruling RJD, Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
voiced her concern over the law
and order situation in the state
on Saturday and said her party
would work for forming an ef-
fective secular government af-
ter the Assembly polls.

“Development has not taken
place as much as it should have.
The youth are disturbed due to
unemployment and criminals
are raising their ugly heads
which is a matter of concern,”
she said, addressing an election
rally at Madhubani.

The Congress has entered into
friendly fights with the RJD in
many of the 243 Assembly con-
stituencies in the state where it
is having an alliance with
Ramvilas Paswan’s Lok Jan-
shakti Party.

“In the event of the Congress
coming to power, it will strive for

improving law and order in the
state as also in other fields of
life,” she said without directly
attacking the RJD government.

While cautioning the elec-
torate against “divisive and com-
munal elements,” she said her
party would work for the forma-
tion of an “effective secular gov-
ernment.”

Sonia said the people of the
state had defeated those who
“threw Gujarat into the flames
of communalism” in the Lok
Sabha elections and expressed
confidence that the voters would
do so again Sonia said nothing is
more important than social har-
mony “to which my party is ir-

revocably committed. But there
are some elements which want
to divide the society in the name
of religion for political gains.”

Political parties raised the is-
sue of law and order only during
the elections and forgot as soon
as it was over, she said. “If Con-
gress shares power with secular
parties in Bihar after the polls, it
will make concerted efforts for
creating an atmosphere of peace
and harmony.”

On her party’s decision of
sharing power with RJD in Bi-
har, she said: “Our decision was
a natural corollary to our com-
mitment to secularism. We warn-
ted to prevent the communal
forces from coming to power.”

Voicing concern over the tar-
dy pace of development in Bihar,
Sonia said an environment con-
ducive to industrial growth
needed to be created. “We’ll have
to speed up development for eco-
nomic, social and moral im-
provement of the society,” she
said earlier, addressing an elec-
tion rally at Korha in Katihar.
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EC notice to
RJD over
Godhra CDs

Agencies
New Delhi/Patna, Feb 12

RJD CHIEF Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav appears to be in trouble
ahead of the second round of
polls in Bihar, with the Elec-
tion Commission serving no-
tice on his party on Saturday
over the screening of CDs al-
legedly showing the post-Go-
dhra riots in Gujarat and
postponing polls in three se-
ats in view of “inadequate”
security arrangements.

Bihar chief electoral offi-
cer K.C. Saha issued notice to
state RJD president Abdul
Bari Siddiqui, seeking to kn-
ow the “factual position”, by
Saturday evening about the
use of the CDs in Purnea and
Kishanganj districts.

“The RJD has been asked
by Sahai to explain if the
CDs are being shown for elec-
toral publicity and if the par-
ty has taken prior permis-
sion from the EC for it”,
deputy chief electoral officer
S.H. Mintoo said in Patna.

RJD can’t keep EC date

But, even with the EC asking
the RJD to explain the factu-
al position by 7 pm on Satur-
day, the RJD has expressed
its inability to do so before
the deadline, saying both its
national and state presidents
were campaigning. Alarmed
by the EC notice on the CD is-
sue, Lalu distanced his party
from it. “The RJD has not-
hing to do with such CDs. We
sent CDs containing gawalis
for canvassing .

Polls postponed

Citing “inadequate” law and
order arrangements, the EC
postponed till February 18
polls in Bahera, Ghanshyam-
pur and Jale seats in Darb-
hanga, where polls were orig-
inally scheduled for Feb 15.

|

PTi

Film star and BJP leader Shatrughan Sinha at Patna

airport on Saturday. He said the NDA should have pro-
jected its CM candidate in the run-up to the Assembly
polls but said he, himself, wasn’t interested in the post.

BJP distances
itself from LJP

Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, February 12

A DAY after it declared
JD (U) leader Nitish Ku-
mar as the NDA's choice
for chief minister if the
JD (U)-BJP won the Bi-
har polls, the BJP has de-
cided to drop its kid-glove
approach towards Ram
Vilas Paswan's LJP.

The move follows ap-
prehension among BJP
leaders that Paswan can
swing anti-Lalu votes in
areas where the RJD's
popularity is on the
wane. Inputs from Bihar,
following the first phase
of the assembly polls,
have indicated that
Paswan gained the anti-
Lalu votes at the cost of
the NDA. He was benefit-
ed by the impression that
the JD (U) would back
him, even as the Con-
gress already has a tie-up
with his party.

"Our intention is to
clear the air in Bihar once

and for all," said BJP vice-
president Mukhtar Abbas
Nagvi. "We are the real al-
ternative to Lalu, as both
Paswan and the Congress
are bound to shake hands
with Lalu's RJD once the
elections are over" He
held that the BJP wished
to convey to the voters
that "if they wished
change, they should pre-
fer the Janata Dal (U)-led
NDA of which Nitish is
CM candidate.”

Naqvi disagree with
the view that BJP named
Nitish Kumar to quell in-
ternal differences over
the leadership issue
caused by former Union
minister Shatrughan
Sinha's open displeasure
over the party not pro-
jecting him.

A month back, BJP
leaders had themselves
not ruled out the possibil-
ity of backing Paswan for
the CM's post, if he was
willing to join hands with
the JD (U).




“Repoll today
in 660 Bihar
e Lz/bOOthS

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 6. The Election
Commission today ordered re-
polling in 660 polling stations of
Gaya, Jehanabad, Bhojpur and
Newada districts of Bihar and
nine polling booths in Girdhia
district of Jharkhand tomorrow,
where elections were held on
February 3. However, repolling
in six booths in three Assembly
constituencies of Haryana will
be held on February 23.

Complaints of
irregularities

On Sunday, reelection was
held in 347 stations spread over
eight districts in Bihar and 21
stations in Jharkhand. In all
these cases, repolling was or-
dered after complaints of large-

scale irre%id' rities, including

booth-capturing and defects in
voting machines, were reported
on Thursday.

The Commission has so far
ordered repolling in 1,098
booths of Bihar, Jharkhand and
Haryana. Polling in the first
phase was held on February 3
for all the 90 Assembly seats in
Haryana, 64 in Bihar and 24 in
Jharkhand. Elections to the re-
maining Assembly seats in Bi-
har and Jharkhand will be held
on February 15 and 23.

Security to be reviewed

Taking into consideration the
violence in Bihar and Jharkhand
on February 3, the Commission
has decided to review the secu-
rity arrangements for the last
two phases of the elections in
the two States.

See also Page 11
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2 abducted Bih }r hoys come home

Patna: Kislay Komal, a school
student whose abduction a
fortnight ago here had become
a major election issue in Bi-
har, and another kidnapped
student in Bhagalpur, Dipak
Bharti, were freed and united
with their families on Wednes-
day, a day before the first
phase of state assembly polls.

Kidnapped by armed men
on January 19, Kislay, a class
IX student of Delhi Public
School, was released by his
captors in Separa locality here
Wednesday morning, while
Dipak, a standard IX student
of DAV Public School at Bha-
galpur, abducted on January
25, walked to freedom at Kan-
tainthi village in Bhagalpur,
officials said.

The two boys returned to
their parents.

Another DAV  student
Ravikant, who went missing
on January 24 in Biharsharif
is still to be traced and the
Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi
Parishad and Bihar Public
School Association observed a
bandh in the town on Wednes-
day to protest his abduction.

Giving details on the re-

lease of 14-year-old Kislay, Pat-
L

Klslay W|th hIS mother (Ieft) after h|s release on Wednesday

na senior superintendent of
police N H Khan said acting
on information provided by
two persons arrested on Tues-
day night, the police had cor-
doned off the entire Separa
area forcing his abductors to
free him.

The boy surfaced on the
road this morning and police-
men soon traced him, he said,
adding that the Chunnu
Thakur gang was involved in

the incident.

Ten people, including Ki-
ran, wife of Chunnu Thakur,
who is lodged in Hajipur jail
in connection with several
cases, were arrested in con-
nection with the kidnapping
of Kislay, son of an assistant
commissioner of salestax KK
Gupta.

DIG (Bhagalpur Range) Ku-
mar Rajesh Chandra said Di-
pak was freed by his abduc-

tors when the police raided
Kankaithi village under
Jagdishpur police station.

Kislay’s kidnapping from
Patel Nagar here while on way
to school had triggered wide-
spread protests by school chil-
dren and their guardians.

The children had staged a
demonstration in front of Raj
Bhavan, gone on a relay fast
and even stopped taking their
tiffins. Thousands of e-mails
had flooded Rashtrapati Bha-
van as children sought Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam’s in-
tervention to secure the safe
release of the abducted stu-
dents.

Kislay's release, like his
kidnapping, got embroiled in
politics.RJD president Lalu
Prasad mounted an offensive
on the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) of Ramvilas Paswan
saying jailed gangster Chun-
nu Thakur, who wanted an
LJP ticket for his wife Kiran,
also arrested in the case, was
behind the incident. Reacting
strongly to the charge, Paswan
threatened to sue Prasad and
denied that Chunnu Thakur
was in any way linked to his

party. e1i
pa
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“Bihar’s lost way

. Qf Cg\¢ »
%/ o This kidnap polity needs rescuing W\V
Bihar is where people are orphaned. Six abductions in

about a week and no breakthrough or letup, with every
passing day adding to the list of missing children. The adult
citizenry is benumbed by proliferating crimes in 15 years of
thuggery that passes for democracy. Which is why
schoolchildren have come to the fore, agitating for redress,
joined later by mothers.

The agitation is a grim commentary on today’s situation
in Bihar as it prepares to elect its popular representatives
for governance. The Patna High Court has asked the state
government to provide police protection to candidates in
Naxal-infested areas. This suo motu court directive is a
damning verdict too. Since it comes against the backdrop
of so many kidnappings, one expected a similar concern
from the state judiciary when the other repositories of
state authority have no clue to reversing the deepening
crisis.

Election-time abductions are not new to this underbelly
of Indian democracy. The patriarch of Bihar is expectedly
busy reading electoral conspiracy into vanishing
schoolchildren. Lalu Prasad, a past master of political red
herrings, has his worries cut out for foe Paswan and ally
Congress.

What else can be expected from him? Is he not a party to
the making of such a polity, where his contribution is tall
and strong? His lame duck CM will remain a weepy
political mother for the next 72 hours or even seven days
as child after child on their way to school go missing. She
cannot do a thing, no matter how far her heart goes out for
their distraught mothers. Nor can any institutional power
in the state as long as Bihar’s cottage industry of
kidnapping and other crimes remains politically imbued;
as long as the industry stakeholders keep getting elected as
MLASs and MPs.

Bihar’s adult citizenry has lost its will to act and the
power to rise. So their children and wives have risen to the
occasion, and have decided to write to the President of
India. By the time the enforcement swings into action from
that distant height, there could well be fewer lives left to be
rescued.

This is the time for those in Bihar who can act to do so
locally. Social organisations and pressure groups, for
example; there must be more organisations like “Oxygen”.
This is also the time for the Centre — the ruling combine
— to rethink Bihar beyond elections, given the rapid
subsidence of the basics of civic society there. Civilised
forces must find their voice and elect governments that can
protect. Kidnapping is not a means to power.
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By Vinay Kumar
y A

PATNA, FEB. 1. Ambuj Kishore
Jha, a middle-ranking Congress
office-bearer in the Bihar unit
of the party, belongs to that fast
vanishing breed of politicians
who keep the party interest up-
permost in their scheme of
things, sacrificing self-interest
and political career without
thinking twice. And that is what
precisely Mr. Jha did only 10
days ago.

A lecturer of history in the
local Guru Gobind Singh Col-
lege, Mr. Jha was almost certain
to get the party nomination to
contest the polls from Banka,
but was told by the central par-
ty leaders, Harikesh Bahadur
and Mohsina Kidwai, that the
Congress has decided to leave
the seat to its ally, the Ram
Vilas Paswan-led Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP). “Like a true party
soldier I did not even think
again about withdrawing my
claim,” Mr. Jha said.

'Limited success

However, the Congress was
unsuccessful in persuading
other candidates from the Din-
ara, Rafiganj and Imamganj As-
sembly segments who
remained adamant on letting
their candidature stay even if it
meant facing the “friendly” LJP
candidate and cutting into
each other’s vote share.

“Only 1 withdrew my candi-
dature but I do not regret it.
Whatever the party high com-
mand decides, 1 shall abide by
that. After all, the trend was set
by our party president, Sonia
Gandhi, who rejected the offer

of becoming Prime Minis-
ter last year,” said Mr. Jha, who

as the Bihar State NSUI presi-

" dent in the late 80s.

Yet another case was in the
Gaya mofussil seat, where
Awadhesh Kumar Singh, a
three-time Congress MLA, was
sought to be shifted to Gaya
town and he filed his nomina-
tion as an independent.

The phenomenon of last-
minute switching of loyalties
has plagued all parties. Rebels
of the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RID), Janata Dal (United) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party are
among those who have filed
their nominations as independ-
ents.

Ghosi: incumbent rules

Another interesting battle of
the ballot during the first phase
of polling on Thursday will be
seen in the Ghosi Assembly
segment in Jehanabad district,
from where a key accused in
the Rs. 900-crore fodder scam,
Dr. Jagdish Sharma, the sitting
MLA, is contesting as an inde-
pendent.

Dr. Sharma has won six times
from Ghosi since 1977, starting
out as the Janata Party nominee
and later shifting to the Con-
gress in 1980, 1985, 1990 and
1995. The last polls in 2000 saw
him winning as an independ-
ent, as the Congress denied
him ticket on the ground of his
alleged involvement in the fod-
der scam.

Locals credit him with devot-
ing time to implementing de-
velopment projects such as
roads, irrigation canals, health
centres, high schools and veter-
inary hospitals.

Dr. Sharma, a veterinarian,
has remained firmly en-

trenched in his constituency for
the past 27 years. Political anal-
ysts say Dr. Sharma, a Bhumi-
har, has never tried to impose
his leadership on his communi-
ty and always remained a “low-
profile” politician.

The RJD has also put up a
Bhumihar candidate, Ajay
Singh, a former Zilla Parishad
chairman, to take on Dr. Shar-
ma who is being supported by
the JD(U), BJP and LJP.

In the neighbouring Arwal

Assembly segment, an interest-
ing electoral tussle is on the
cards from where Veena Devi,
wife of Union Minister of State
for Agriculture, Dr. Akhilesh
Singh, is the RJD nominee.
The RJD chief, Lalu Prasad,
the Chief Minister, Rabri Devi,
as well as Dr. Akhilesh Singh
have addressed election meet-
ings in Arwal to drum up sup-
port for the party candidate.
She is pitted against the CPI
(M-L) candidate, Anwar Hus-

ingvaof loyalties plagues Bihar polj

sain, the JD(U)’s Ranjit Kumar,
the LJP’s Dularchand Yadav,
the Bahujan Samaj Party’s Dha-
nanjay Mistry and the RJD re-
bel candidate, Ravindra Singh.
The focus of electioneering is
on the villages, and here again,
the “caste equation” may well
turn the RJD-held seat into a
multi-cornered contest. Rabri
Devi lost no time in reminding
the voters that Bihar received
“step-motherly” treatment
from the Centre in the past.

“Now we have thé same Gov-
ernment at the Centre and in
Bihar, the development pro-
jects will be speeded up in the
next five years,” she has said at
election meetings.

“Laltenia maa roshni hoi,
tabe Bihar ke vikas hoi,” (When
the RJD’s symbol, the lantern,
gets illuminated, only then
there will be development in
Bihar) is her punch line.

She also makes a mention of
railway sleeper factories at Sita-

marhi\and Hajipur in the pipe-
line and the plan to construct
42 railway bridges in the State.

Incidentally, the Railway
Ministry has been an “engine
for development” in Bihar. For
the State has managed to get
the plum Ministry at the Centre
for its leaders in the recent
past, be it Ram Vilas Paswan or
Nitish Kumar and now Lalu
Prasad.

Both Mr. Paswan and Mr.
Kumar never fail to take delight

t{jgal parties

when described as “Vikas Pu-
rush” (Man of Development) by
their supporters in Bihar.

Both have been “Bihar-cen-
tric” in their railway budgets
and announced new trains,
computerised terminals and
several projects to the State,
said Ghanshyam Prasad, a trav-
el agent.

However, he regretted that
the two failed to forge an alli-
ance to give a tough fight to Mr.
Lalu Prasad’s RJD.

By Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

BHAGALPUR/ARRSAH, FEB. 1. The
Congress president  Sonia
Gandhi’s two-day campaign in
Bihar in the constituencies go-
ing to the polls on February 1
was indeed impressive in terms
of mass participation and pop-
ular enthusiasm but questions
about the real import of the
campaign remain.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Throughout her campaign
Ms. Gandhi desisted from nam-
ing any political force except
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
and the National Democratic
Alliance. While she criticised
these organisations directly the
references to the deficiencies of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal and its
15-year-long governance were
indirect.

,  These references came in the
form of statements such as “Bi-
har needs to improve its law

and order situation” or “This
land of learning and wisdom
has been taken over by anarchy
and degenerate political ac-
tions.” However, all her
speeches were concluded with
the pronouncement that “The
Congress will create a situation
in this election through which
it will be able to put pressure
on a new secular government
to make it more productive and
accountable to the people.”

These statements have be-
come a matter for intense de-
bate among the electorate.
While one section of Congress
supporters and sympathisers
claim to have understood what
Ms. Gandhi meant, another
section says it can make no
sense of it at all.

‘Not clear’

“It is not clear what Soniaji
wants the people to do, or
whether she is really opposed
to the RJD and its Govemn-
ment,” said Alok Nath Singh, a
first-time voter who had come

The Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, being greeted by a
party candidate in Bhagalpur in Blhar on Tuesday. — PTI

to hear her at the massive Con-
gress rally in Bhagalpur on Sat-
urday. “Because of this lack of
clarity,” added Alok, “we will
not be taking a definitive pro-

Congress position this time.”
Alok and his upper caste Bhu-
mihar friends would rather opt
for a BJP-Janata Dal(U) com-
bine, the principal opposition

Making sense of Sonia’s Bihar campaign

to the R]D.

Some confusion

A couple of Congress work-
ers, who got into a fairly ani-
mated and public discussion
with an AICC secretary on Fri-
day after Ms. Gandhi’'s Arrah
meeting, also spoke in a similar

B vein. “We should oppose the

RJD and its Government the
whole hog, if we need to make

. gains,” the workers tried to im-

press upon the leader.

However, another section of
the electorate, especially a large
segment belonging to the Mus-
lim minority says it can clearly
make out what the Congress
president is trying to say. “So-
niaji has told the voters,” said
Mohammed Nisar of Narga in
Bhagalpur, “that the Congress
should get enough seats that it
is able to exert positive pres-
sure on the new government,
whether it is led by the RJD or
Ramvilas Paswan’s LJP.”

But Nisar and many other
residents of Narga also told

The Hindu that the minorities
would vote for the Congress
only if it gets sufficient votes
from other communities to de-
feat the BJP. Nisar and his
friends are not yet sure whether
the Congress is capable of gar-
nering that kind of support.

Interestingly, when the Con-
gress had decided to contest in-
dependent of the RJD-led
alliance, the BJP and its ally the
Janata Dal(U) had branded it as
a ploy to split Hindu upper
caste votes from their combine
to benefit the ruling party. But
if the popular reaction from the
areas where Sonia Gandhi cam-
paigned is anything to go by,
the depletion of votes seems to
be from the traditional RJD
vote base such as the minority
community. And sections of
the Congress, including some
middle-level leaders, believe
that the election plan of the
Congress is indeed to weaken
the RJD and its Government,
albeit through indirect
opposition.
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" Sonia promises to improve law

no-
l\ By K. Balchand

ARRAH, JAN. 31. The Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, today
launched her party’s campaign
in Bihar by promising the peo-
ple that the next government
would be run on the basis of an
agreed agenda and would ad-
dress the pressing issues of the
State.

Campaigning closes tomor-
row for the first phase of poll-
ing. The Bharatiya Janata Party
chief, LK. Advani, and the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance con-
vener, George Fernandes,also
campaigned in the State today.

Ms. Gandhi started her cam-
paign at Buxar and followed it
up with a public meeting here,
In the 2000 elections, both con-
stituencies were won by the BJP.

The Congress chief had not

campaigned in the State during
the Lok Sabha elections. De-
spite the intermittent drizzle,
both her meetings today were
well attended.

Ms. Gandhi did not speak in
favour or against the Rashtriya
Janata Dal chief and Railway
Minister, Lalu Prasad, and the
Lok Janshakti Party chief and
Union Steel Minister, Ram Vilas
Paswan. She only sought votes
for her candidates.

Abduction issue

While she skirted the contro-
versy relating to the abduction
of school children, she blamed
it on the deteriorating quality of
politics, where self-interest and
a quest for power had pushed
aside ideals like service to the
people. She was emphatic that
her party was committed to

THE HINDU

and order situation in Bihar

strengthening of the law and or-
der situation and the uplift of
the women, the poor and the
weaker sections, besides ensur-
ing employment and power and
water supply. She underlined
her party’s commitment to get
rid of the problems of floods
and drought plaguing the State.
Ms. Gandhi told her audience
that a secular government
would be formed in the State
only after the ratification of a
joint programme as done at the
Centre. She underlined her
awareness of the problems of
the minorities and assured re-
medial action. She also delved
on the threat posed by commu-
nal forces, which were apparent
during the BJP-led Govern-
ment’s tenure at the Centre.
Assails Jharkhand
Government: Page 11
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Bihar abductions worry Sonia

Times News NETWORK

Buxar: Addressing
her first election rally
in Bihar ahead of the
assembly polls, Con-
gress president and
UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi on Monday
refrained from direct-
ly attacking the law
and order situation in
the state but said that
strict action should be
taken to check crime.

Branding the inci-
dents of kidnapping of
schoolchildren © as
shameful, Sonia said
the government must
take strict measures to
arrest the criminals.
She assured that the
next government in
the 'state would im-
prove the law and or-
der situation.

Stating that the Con-
gress is determined to
bring prosperity to the state, she said the
UPA government is committed to provide
100 days employment to members of poor
families in 300 districts, including several
districts of Bihar.

She also took a dig at the saffron brigade’s
inclination for practising religion based

TEZ TiMES OF iNDIA

Sonia Gandhi at an election campaign in Buxar, Bihar, on Monday

]

politics.

The meeting was presided over by Bihar
Pradesh Congress Committee (BPCC) chief
Ramjatan Sirtha. Others present on the oc.
casion were K K Tiwary, Jagdish Tytler,
Ambika Soni, Harikesh Bahadur and
Anirudh Pandey. -
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'ANDHRA PRADESH’S CULT

THE GRISLY KILLING, in broad daylight and in
the party office, of the Telugu Desam Party MLA,
Paritala Ravi, by a yet-to-be identified gang calls
attention yet again to the cult of violence and
faction-ridden politics in Andhra Pradesh. The
Anantapur legislator, who broke away from the
Naxalite movement in 1992 to join the TDP, was
Ao stranger to violence — at both ends, adminis-
tering and receiving — in the theatre of Rayala-
seema politics. There were approximately 40
criminal cases pending against him. There were
several attempts on his life — his closest brush
with death was in 1997 when a car bomb explod-
ing in Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad took 26 lives.
Maddelacheruvu Suryanarayana Reddy, whose
relative’s family was wiped out in a television set
explosion, was sentenced last year to life impris-
onment for his role in the 1997 carnage. That
incident seemed to typify the brutal factional-
political feuding that, over the years, has taken a
heavy toll of life and well-being in several parts
of Andhra Pradesh. Paritala Ravi, who lived and
died by the gun, was a key actor in the Rayala-
seema edition of this sordid and continuing
drama.

- The violence that has rocked the State and the
damage to public property in the ensuing pro-
test have cost not just the State Government
dear; ordinary people too have been put to great
hardship. The fact that the TDP was holding its
district-level meetings on Monday for its mem-
bership drive added strength to the spontaneous
reaction. On Tuesday, Andhra Pradesh observed
yet another bandh that disrupted public life. It is
high time political parties in the State got togeth-
er and evolved a consensus to end the culture of
settling personal, political, larid, and all other
disputes through the instrufentality of the gun
and the homb. Telugu Pesam as well as Con-
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gress functionaries h;?:/f%;en victim in the proc-
ess. Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, who
hails from Cuddapah district, lost his father to
this benighted culture. Several speculative theo-
ries are being advanced for Ravi’s murder — it
could be a sequel to the 1997 assassination at-
tempt, it could be a settling of personal scores in
the region, or it could just be internal rivalry.
What has been established so far is that the job
was carried out by contract killers.

Not surprisingly, the TDP has asked for the
resignation of the Chief Minister and for entrust-
ing the investigation to the Central Bureau of
Investigation. For his part, Dr. Rajasekhara Red-
dy has done well to respond positively and quick-
ly to the demand for handing over the case to the
CBI — the name of his son, Jaganmohan Reddy,
figures in the First Information Report related to
the murder. However, the TDP chief and former
Chief Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, and Dr.
Reddy owe it to the people of Andhra Pradesh to
earnestly strive, along with other political lead-
ers, to stop the murderous politics of revenge.
Among other things, a code should be evolved to
bar persons with a gangster background from
getting the party ticket to contest elections. In
addition, the Centre and the States must work
concertedly to detect and put out of action gangs
of hired killers, including those effortlessly cross-
ing State borders to escape the law. The moment
major crimes take place district and State bor-
ders must be sealed to make sure that the hired
killers do not slip out. At a time when the uneasy
truce with the Maoists is breaking down and en-
counters with the police are on the increase, the
Andhra Pradesh political arena is getting over-
heated. The trend needs to be reversed urgently
in the interest of the people and the development
of South India’s largest State.
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‘Naxal-AP
tangle: .
Patil foral:
dialogue

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 18

THE CENTRE on Tuesday
stated that a “dialogue was a
better option to handle prob-
lems” in the Naxal-affected
states. While reacting to the
PWG’s unilateral decision to
pull out of talks with the
Andhra Pradesh government,
Home Minister Shivraj Patil
said the policy of the UPA gov-
ernment is to hold dialogue.

“Dialogues have succeeded
in the past. One should try to
make it successful,” he said,
adding “if talks can be held
with those seeking sovereign-
ty, then why not with Nax-
alites? Our conclusion is the
situation will improve by talk-
ing to them.”

“However, if dialogue fails,
the state has to do its duty,”
Patil said.

Patil also said that the Cen-
tre will endorse the decisions
taken by the state govern-
ments to tackle the Naxalite
problem. “We have told them
‘that if you want to talk, you
talk and if you want to take ac-
tion, you take action,” Patil
added.

Stressing that the problem
was a “national issue”, Patil
said the Centre has asked the
states to asses the situation
and decide on the future
course of action as they were
in the field. Dispelling fears
that the ceasefire between the
Andhra government and the
Naxals had given the outfits
time for regrouping Patil said,
“If the Naxalites got time, the
State government has also got
time to prepare”. The Home
Minister dismissed reports in-
dicating that the breakdown of
talks in Andhra will have an
impact on polls in Bihar and
Jharkhand. The AP govern-
ment on Tuesday sent out con-
ciliatory signals after the Nax-
alites pulled out of the talks.

/
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"TERRORISING BIHAR

C ildrgﬁ\éatchgliélu on the wrong foot

TAL Behari Vajpayee could not have asked for a

better campaign issue while kicking off the NDA’s
effort to unseat Lalu Prasad in Bihar. But that is nat
exactly what common citizens are worried about at
the moment. The main concern is that administration
and police are clueless about the spate of
kidnappings now extended to schoolchildren. Private
schools have been compelled to join hands to launch a
massive protest pulling down shutters of their
institutions and children marching down the sireets }
to demonstrate, most effectively, the incompetence of
the police.

Lalu has been a rabble rouser even on the defensgive.
This time he is caught on the wrong foot by children |
against whom he cannot raise his voice. It is clear that
people at large are disgusted with the RJD’s miserable
record of misgovernance, extortions and the excesses of
Lalu and his henchmen like Pappu Yadav who holds
durbars in jail. j

And now come the kidnappings. All this could well be
reflected in the elections a few weeks away. Lalu like
his Marxist friends in Bengal could, at best, have relied
on a partisan administration and musclemen protected
by his party. But this time adversaries like Ram Vilas
Paswan have forged a loose alliance with his ally the
Congress to bring him down — something that must be
giving him sleepless nights.

The pre-poll scenario is confusing. Lalu’s outburst
against the Congress, which has refused to play second
fiddle to the RJD, is proof of his nervousness. But the
last thing he wants is a spontaneous protest from
innocent citizens marching down streets and
threatening to boycott all official functions. Lalu, in his
wildest dreams, could not have depicted this as
engineered by his political enemies,

The first schoolboy was kidnapped more than a week
ago and before the police could provide a clue, there
come reports of at least two more kidnappings of
schoolboys. It seems part of a climate of terror
generated by criminals moving around with political
tags. That could also be the reason why police are
helpless and there is no answer to criminalisation of
politics which is entrenched in Bihar.

It does not help the Congress to pay hide and
seek with Lalu in order to recover its presence in his
state while relying on Lalu’s continued support to the
UPA at the Centre. At some point, the sooner the
better, it has to decide that the interest and safety |
of the citizens come first — and that Lalu must be [
put in his place. ]

30 s 2005 WESTATESMAN



Naidu copter
set ablaze in
lawless Bihar

tc \
HT Correspondent 5/(
Gaya, January 29

ANOTHER CHAPTER was
added to Bihar’s continuing law-
lessness today when the cam-
paign helicopter of Venkaiah
Naidu was bombed and set
ablaze by Naxalites after it made
an emergency landing on a deso-
late village field.

The CPI (Maoist) attack, how-
ever, came after Naidu had left
the landing site near the village
of Pararia, Gaya district, hitch-
ing a hike on a two-wheeler. The
former BJP president was taken
to the Barachatti police station
13 km away, and from there pro-
ceeded to Champaran by car.

The BJP, looking desperately
for a stick to beat the RJD with,
played the attack up as further
proof that the rule of law had
collapsed in Bihar. It alleged that
party leaders had repeatedly re-
quested the district administra-
tion to arrange security for
Naidu and the helicopter as soon
as they came to know about the
emergency landing, but their ap-
peals were ignored.

“It is a great security lapse on
the part of the district adminis-
tration,” said the BJP’s Bihar
unit spokesperson, Kiran Ghai.
“Had Naidu not left the scene, he
too would have been attacked
along with the helicopter.”

Naidu was flying to Barhi
from Ranchi to attend an elec-
tion meeting when, around 3 pm,
his flight had to be cut short due
to shortage of fuel. He later told
reporters that local wvillagers,
who had gathered round the
chopper as soon as it landed, had
warned him that the area was a
Maoist stronghold and therefore
unsafe for him.

“They told me I should leave
immediately,” Naidu said.
“There was no arrangement for
transport and one local gave me
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Lalu booked

RJD PRESIDENT Lalu
Prasad Yadav was booked
on Saturday by the Garwah
district administration in
Jharkhand under the Repre-
sentation of People Act and
the model code of conduct.
Yadav was in Garwah to ad-
dress an election meeting.
PTI, Garwah

a lift to the police station on his
two-wheeler.”

As his pilot waited at Pararia
for fuel, a Maoist squad ap-
peared on the scene. They threw
petrol bombs at the twin-engine
Deccan Aviation chopper; setting
it on fire and badly damaging it,
beat the pilot up and left.

The pilot managed to reach
Barachatti police station with
the news of the attack at around
5.30 pm. It brought senior civil
and police officials to the spot,
which falls within the Barachat-
ti Assembly constituency:.

Just a week ago, Maoist mili-
tants had gunned down former
Gaya MP and Lok Janshakti Par-
ty candidate from Imamganj, Ra-
jesh Kumar, and three others in
the region. The Naxalites had
also killed the Munger superin-
tendent of police, K.C. Surendra
Babu, and five policemen by trig-
gering a landmine blast at near-
by Bhimbandh on January 5.

% Poll reports on Page 2
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/ Desperate measures

\(3 @Plhar s schoolchildren are holding a

% mirror to the state (\lhx
. even the daily wage earhers live in

HEY are sklpplng lunch. Theyare

giving chase to top politicians.
Theyboycotted Republic Day celebra-
tions. Their parents have been in-
ducted for sit-ins. Bihar’s students have
put the state on notice. It began with a
protest against the kidnapping of 14-
year-old Kishlay Kaushal of Patna’s
Delhi Public School. And as an agita-
tion after impromptu agitation sets off
chain reactions, it has expanded to am-
plify outrage over news of every subse-
quent kidnapping. By last count, four
schoolchildren had gone missing in the
state in the past fortnight alone. Butina
society with little visible inclination to
organise protest without organisati-
onal support, to dwell on statistics
would be to miss the import of what’s
happening in Bihar. Because, the em-
erging battle being waged by these
schoolchildren is also an assault on the
numbing coldness of statistics.

For far too long the analysis has
been unnervingly pat. In Bihar, they say,
akidnapping industry flourishes. To be
successful is to mark oneself out for ab-
duction. Just in recent months intima-
tions of Bihar’s flourishing private
healthcare sector was confirmed by a
spate of kidnappings of doctors, But

. |

dread, with organised gangs extracting
protection money in instalments. Ab-
ductions are often under-reported th:
ough a figure of six a day is bandiec
about in the state. Along with this come
periodic updates on the flight of talent
entrepreneurship and capital from th

state. By one estimate, well over R

10,000 crore has left Bihar in the las

decade. Bihar’s problem has beer

stated eloquently. The political class has
been roundly indicted. Yet, it is politi-
cians — in government and in opposi-
tion — who are the voices of protest,
wholead the debate on solutions.

It is in this context that efforts by
Bihar schoolchildren’s to wrest the
safety of their mates must be viewed.
For far too long contenders in the
state’s electoral arena have enjoyed
monopoly in the debate over social
and administrative issues. Certainly,
they must be key participants in the
process. But if students — so far de-
manding nothing more than a basic
right to law and order — can bring in
diverse sections of civil society into the
process of crafting a new agenda for
Bihar, they have have taken consider-
able ownership of their future.

NDIAN EXPRESS



~ Bihar schoolchildren
"y take to the streets

By Our Correspondent

PATNA, JAN. 28. Several school-
children today braved inclem-
ent weather and staged a
demonstration before the Raj
Bhavan here. They later called
on the Bihar Governor, Buta
Singh, and urged him to ensure
the release of the schoolchildren
kidnapped across the State.

After hearing the delegation,
the Governor promised to do ev-
erything to secure the release of
the abducted children. He has
convened a high level meeting of
officials tomorrow and said he
was in touch with the Centre.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad enforced a bandh in
Bhagalpur closing down shops
and detaining trains to protest
against the kidnapping of Dee-
pak Kumar, a student of the DAV
Public School in the town.

The vice-chairman of the Bi-
har Public School Students Wel-
fare Association, S.S. Ahmed,
said that in the light of the Gov-
ernor’s assurance they would
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wait for two days before decid-
ing on a bandh of all schools in
the State. He warned that they
would have think of closing
down the schools indefinitely if
matters did not improve.

Three traced: Lalu

The Rashtriya Janata Dal su-
premo and Railway Minister,
Lalu Prasad, said that the where-
abouts of three children had

been traced and that the police
were making all efforts to trace
the other three.

One boy had been tracked to
Motihari where he had secretly
married a girl with whom he had
eloped, he said. Another boy,
Sumit, had gone to Delhi and the
missing girl from Hajipur, Anjali,
was also said to be involved in an
affair.

The RID chief said it would

- Kalam concerned

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. The Presi-
dent, A.P.]. Abdul Kalam,
who communicates with
children wherever he goes, is
being flooded with e-mails
and petitions from school
students in Bihar who are
agitated by the recent spate
of kidnappings in the State.

Rashtrapati Bhavan
sources said the President
was “quite concerned about
the kidnappings.” Dr. Ka-
lam’s secretary, they said,
was in regular contact with |
senior officials of the Bihar
Government and that “the .
President is being kept in-
formed about the develop-
ments regularly.”

THE NNDU

not be long before the entire sto-
ry of those behind the kidnap-
pings and their motives were
exposed. He described as con-
spiracy the “agenda” to rake up
the issue everyday.

He appealed to those “drag-
ging children on to the roads”
not to exploit them. He also
lashed out against the former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, for seeking to turn it into
an electoral issue when he had
notdone anything to save the in-
fants killed in Gujarat during the

2002 riots there despite admit- |

ting in his speech at Bhagalpur

yesterday that Bharatiya Janata
Party members had a hand in

the riots. He sought to know
what Mr. Vajpayee had done |
when his nephew was pushed °
from a running train and killed. :

Mr. Lalu Prasad, however,
said that it was natural for the
President to express concern

and charged that it had been :

politicised by the BJP.
Editorial on Page 10
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WITH THREE BIHAR school children suspected
to have been abducted and a fourth reported
missing, the State is once again in the news for a
wrong reason — this time on the eve of a crucial
Assembly election. And as is to be expected, pan-
ic has gripped parents and their school-going
wards. The kidnappings and the consequent
iprotests have snatched the spotlight, at least in
'the urban areas, from the unfolding action on
the election arena. On Wednesday, schools in
Patna boycotted the customary Republic Day
festivities and students formed protest human
chains. For the Rabri Devi Government, already
accused by its critics of running an anarchist
‘administration, the abductions pose a challenge
that could not have come at a worse time; it does
mot help Ms. Rabri Devi and Rashtriya Janata Dal
chief Lalu Prasad that in popular perception Bi-
thar is something of a haven for kidnapping,
thuggery and other assorted crimes. The least
the State Government can do is to trace the mis-
sing children and locate the source of trouble.
Already the knives are out for Mr. Prasad, with
leaders of the National Democratic Alliance —
George Fernandes, Pramod Mahajan, and Arun
Jaitley — moving rather swiftly to blame the in-
cidents on the “jungle raj” in the State. At a pub-
lic rally on Thursday, former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, in theatrical style typical of him,
sought to know the whereabouts of the children.
+ Yet there is something out of the ordinary in
the near simultaneity of kidnappings that oc-
gurred in different parts of the State. If this fea-
ture is suspiciously odd, to say the least, the
rushed manner of the execution of the abduc-
tions suggests a nefarious design — disturbing
public peace by creating a climate of fear. Who
would benefit from the pre-election disruption
-
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et

of calm? Not the Rabri Devi Government. None-
theless the Chief Minister will do well to ask her-
self how the situation came to this pass. Over the
years, doctors, engineers, and businessmen
across Bihar have been kidnapped for ransom
and some among them killed. In November 2004,
as many as 20,000 doctors of government and
private hospitals went on a six-day strike to pro-
test the killing of an eminent surgeon by extor-
tionists. Admittedly, there are other places in the
country where crime levels are unacceptable;
they include India’s Capital, New Dethi. Howev-
er, Bihar is rendered a virtual basket case by its
abysmal social and development indices.

That the coming election will once again re-
volve around the larger-than-life personality of
Mr. Prasad speaks for his enduring and dominant
presence on the Bihar electoral canvas. In the
14th general election, the RJD’s share of the pop-
ular vote was over 30 per cent, which is remarka-
ble given that between them Mr. Prasad and Ms.
Rabri Devi have been at the helm for the past 15
years. The contrast is provided by the fragmenta-
tion of the vote in neighbouring Uttar Pradesh,
which is as caste-driven as Bihar, if not more. Mr.
Prasad’s early years as Chief Minister were a peri-
od of enormous hope in a State that was dom-
inated by the landed castes. He spoke in an idiom
with which the marginalised classes identified
themselves, and indeed there was some truth in
his claim that he had given them swar (voice), if
not swarg (heaven). Bihar also turned out to be
one of the few States that withstood the surge of
the Sangh Parivar's communalism. Unfortunate-
ly today the State is a picture of lawlesspess with
caste armies and naxalite groups co
garden-variety criminals to hold
ransom.

s/
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Patna, Jan. 24: Bihar today
woke up to a snowballing
movement spearheaded by
children demanding the re-
lease of a kidnapped boy and
went to bed with the stunning
news that another student has
disappeared.

Police said Ravi Kant, a
student of DAV Public School
in Biharsharif, went missing
today, six days after another
schoolboy, Kislay Kaushal,
was kidnapped.

Ravi Kant’s family mem-
bers alerted the police in the
evening as he did not reach
home. The police said the boy
might have been kidnapped
when he was proceeding to
board the school bus but added
that investigations are on to
confirm this.

The abduction of Kislay, a
student of Delhi Public Scho-
ol, Patna, has triggered a cam-
paign by schoolchildren.

Over a thousand schools in
and around Patna remained
closed today to protest against
the rising incidence of kid-
napping of school students.
The DAV group of schools
however, remained open, but
organised fasts, prayers and
yagnas in support. Other
schools planned a relay fast if
the abducted child is not found
by Republic Day.

Some students said they
would not “celebrate” Repub-
lic Day. “We respect the nation
and the Tricolour. We will par-
ticipate in the flag-hoisting
ceremony but will not partici-
pate in the customary cultural
programmes,” said a DPS stu-
dent.

The students seemed to be
preparing to intensify their
agitation.

Some schools have already

W%
formed groups of &tudents to
launch arelay fast filpm tomor-
row following a call by Oxy-
gen, a non-governmeht organ-
isation working for students.
The NGO president, Vinod
Singh, is on a fast for the last
four days.

“The elders — especially
the police or Laloo Prasad
Yadav — have done little for
our safety and Kislay’s rele-
ase. Perhaps it is time we chil-
dren try to make a difference.
We want justice, we want safe-
ty and according to our civics
teachers, these are our basic
rights and the government’s
duty. We will continue to skip
our lunch till the police rescue
Kislay,” said a Class [X student
of Notre Dame Academy.

Schools reopen for a day to-
morrow before Republic Day.
Sources in the local public sch-
ools’ association said they we-
re planning a ‘“massive protest
march” of children near Raj
Bhavan on January 26 or 27 if
Kislay is not rescued by then.

A girl of St Joseph’s Con-
vent was upset because Laloo
Prasad said the protest of stu-
dents at the airport was
“planted” by a news channel.
“Nothing can be more de-
meaning than to insult our
genuine sentiments. We have
committed no crime in de-
manding safety. Some politi-
cians say the protest is only by
students of the elite schools,
which is anyway not true. But
will they tell us where do their
children study?” she asked.

A student of DAV-Patlipu-
tra said their protest was not
being taken seriously because
they were not eligible to vote.

“We are scared to go to the
bus stop every morning. We
want to draw the attention of
all voters of Bihar to our con-
dition and fear,” he said.

l}ildren\o/n warpath over Kic nap

ANOTHER STUDENT DISAPPEARS IN SNATCH-SCARRED

Students of DAV School, Patna, pray for the safe return

Kislay Kaushal who was abducted last week. (PTD)

2 5 JAN 2003
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# Bihar Supremo Manages To Eke Out Caste Benefits From Sonia_

Cong to contest 80 seats in Bihar

_Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 13 JANUARY

HE Congress, which has
failed to get Lalu Prasad Ya-

dav to upgrade his offer of
Assembly seats in Bihar, on Th-
ursday, indicated its plans to con-
testonitsown in 80 seats. But the
subsequent indication that the
party will restrict these contests to
seats won by the NDA in the last
polls, clearly showed an under-
standing of sorts with Mr Yadav.
Mr Yadav, who appears to
have benefited once again from
the anxiety of the Congress not to
raise the NDA’s comfort level, is
learnt to have extracted a prom-
ise from the Congress leadership
that its candidates will be drawn

SoN1A: FIGURE WATCH

mostly from the upper caste sec-
tions. Sources said the Congress stall the movement of upper

leadership will also take care not
to field many Muslim candidates
as it could cause a split in a vote-
bank that is, for the moment,
firmly arrayed behind the RID.

A sizeable presence of upper
caste nominees in the Congress
list, the RJD hopes, will cause a
division in the savarna votes,
denting the NDA’s electoral
prospects. A section of the upper
castes have of late been disen-
chanted with the BJP and there is
expectation of this section mov-
ing away from the NDA in the
coming elections.

But Congress leaders here ad-
mit that the image of a spoiler that
the Congress has gained after in-
dications of the Bihar “pact” could

castes away from the NDA. The
upper castes, which are anxious
to see the ouster of the lalu
regime, will not find the Congress
a credible platform. In any case,
Mr Yadav has been claiming that
after the elections, the RID’s ties
with Congress will remain as cosy.

The Congress’ decision not to
field many Muslim candidates
will once again make the RJD the
lone dlaimant for their votes. The
election would have provided an
opportunity to test the current
standing of “social justice” leaders
inthe community. The Congress,
in any case, has been Clalmmg
that there has been a change in
the Muslim mood and that the
community is now favourably
disposed towardsit. -

-

The Economic Times
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Left NCP rally behmd Lalu

By Our Speci Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JAN. 12. With seat-
sharing discussions between
the Congress and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
remaining stuck, allies in the
United Progressive Alliance
and the supporting Left
parties today rallied behind
the RJD.

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist), the CPI and
the Nationalist Congress Party
announced they would remain
with the RJD.

They asserted that the basic
objective was to ensure that
the communal forces did not
benefit from a division of
secular votes. “Discussions
with the Congress are
continuing,” was the refrain of
the Left and RID leaders after
the RJD chief, Lalu Prasad,
met the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, here this
afternoon. Mr. Prasad left for
Patna later.

“We have all agreed to be
together and our seat-sharing
pact would be announced in
Patna on Friday,” Mr. Prasad,
the CPI(M) Polit Bureau
member, Sitaram Yechury, the
CPI leader, D. Raja, and the
NCP general secretary, Tariq

Anwar, told correspondents at
the CPI(M) office here.

(I;aswan offers better
e

The meeting came soon
after Mr. Prasad met the
Congress leaders and around
the time the Lok Janshakti
Party chief, Ram Vilas Paswan,
met Ms. Gandhi separately.

All that Mr. Paswan, who
has distanced himself from the
RJD, said was that he was
willing to offer a better deal to
the Congress. However, as of
now it appears Mr. Paswan
will have to go it alone after he
made it clear that he was not
willing to align with the Janata
Dal (United).

The talks between the
Congress and the RJD are held
up due to differences over
numbers — the former is not
willing to scale down its
demand from over 100 to 70
plus while the RJD is keen on
applying the formula of sitting
seats plus those in which the
party came second in the last
Assembly polls. As per the
RJD’s calculations, the
Congress does not have a
claim over more than 19 seats,
though it could stretch it
further by 10 more.

Mr. Prasad is also upset that

the Congress announced a
pact with the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha and gave just 13 seats
to the RJD and the Left parties
in Jharkhand, which include
nine seats held by the RJD and
three by the CPI in the
outgoing Assembly. Having
adopted this equation in
Jharkhand, the RJD feels that
the Congress cannot expect
different treatment in Bihar.
On the other hand, the CPI
(M) has brought down its
demand from 24 seats to 14
and the CPI from 32 to 20.

If all allies stake claims on
the basis of first and second-
position in the last polls, then
only 17 of the 243 seats are
open. The problem is how to
accommodate them all.

“Friendly contests” were a
possibility Mr. Prasad did not
deny after it became evident
that no breakthrough was
likely this afternoon.

Yet, after meeting Ms.
Gandhi, he told

correspondents that there was |

“no threat to the UPA at the
Centre” and that the objective
of defeating the communal
forces remained intact.

He expressed the confidence
that the seat-sharing talks
would be sorted out soon.

/‘
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~Bihar seat-sharing talks
+<¢s:hit a roadblock -,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 8. Seat-sharing
discussions between the constit-
uents of the United Progressive
Alliance and allies in Bihar hit a
roadblock today with the Rash-
triya Janata Dal and the Left par-
ties protesting the “‘unilateral”
agreement announced by the
Congress .and the jJharkhand
Mukt] Morcha without consult-
ing other allies.

Irked over the decision in
Jharkhand that left few seats for
' the RJD, its president, Lalu Pra-
sad, today threatened to ignore
the Congress and forge an alli-
ance with the Nationalist Con-
gress Party and the Left in both
Bihar and Jharkhand.

The Left parties too disagreed
with the “unilateral” announce-
ment and the CPI general secre-
tary, A.B. Bardhan, lodged a
" protest with the Congress presi-

dent, Sonia Gandhi, this evening,

Ms. Gandhi is understood to

have promised to discuss the is-

- sue with senior party leaders and

it is likely that she may meet Mr.

» Bardhan and Mr. Prasad tomor-
row to sort things out.

Dhawan meets Lalu

Aware that the pact had ruf-
fled feathers in the UPA, the
Congress also set in motion a
damage control exercise. Senior
leader RK. Dhawan, who had
negotiated the seat-sharing pact

with the RJD for the Lok Sabha
elections, met Mr. Prasad this
evening while the AICC general
secretary, Ambika Soni, said the
party was open to tatks with al-
lies for an amicable settlement.

The RJD chief interpreted the

-Congress move in Jharkhand as a
“signal that the party was not in-

terested in continuing its alli-
ance with the RJD in Bihar.
“What they (Congress) have
done tantamounts to saying that
they do not need us. In that case
we will have to do what is good
for us,” he said.

The RID chief appeared upset
with Congress leaders, Arjun
Singh and M.L. Fotedar, engaged
in negotiations with the RJD/
JMM and the Left. He accused
them of working out the deal
with the JMM to weaken the UPA
and Ms. Gandhi. “By disregard-
ing trusted allies they are actual-
ly weakening her. This will work
to the advantage of the commu-
nal forces and the enemies of the
UPA,” he said.

While attacking the two Con-
gress leaders and its State lead-
ership, he was careful not to
criticise Ms. Gandhi. “She has
been misled. She will never do
anything that will weaken the
UPA. She is above all this,” he
said. The RJD chief said that de-
spite his anger at the Congress,
he was committed to the UPA
and would do nothing that

would weaken it at the Centre.

In order to convey his displea-
sure, the RJD chief did not re-
open the ongoing negotiations
with the Congress leaders for Bi-
har. He met the CPI (M) Polit Bu-
reau member, Sitaram Yechury,
last night and Mr. Bardhan this
morning.

Mr. Bardhan is understood to
have told Ms. Gandhi that the
Left parties and the RJD would
be together and that the Jhark-
hand seat-sharing pact had ig-
nored the strength of their
respective parties.

While the RJD has nine sitting
MILAs, the CPI has three MLAs in
the outgoing Assembly. Besides,
the RID has to take into account
the four Janata Dal (United)
MLAs who had crossed over to
the party last week. The CPI,
which contested the 2000 As-
sembly polls on its own in the
then undivided Bihar, had won
three and came second in two
constituencies. The CPI (M), in
alliance with the RJD, contested
11 seats.

After the meeting with the RID
chief, the CPI (M) Polit Bureau
member, Sitaram Yechury, said
his party would contest three
seats in the first phase in Bihar.
Polling for the 243 seats will be
held in three phases.

Mr. Yechury told The Hindu
that discussions for the subse-
quent phases woul held after
January 14,




