y@ Aasu wants J&K-like ,,
. autonomy frAssam

o Bikash Slngﬂr
GUWAHAT! 28 SEPTEMBER

LL Assam Students
Union (Aasu) has on
Wednesday demanded
aJammu & Kashmir-like status
for Assam. Aasufeltonly sucha
status to Assam could provide
safeguard to the indigenous
people of Assam. :
As per the sixth clause of the
Assam Accord, signed by Aasu @
and the Centre in 1985, the |
Union government has agreed ¢
to provide constitutional safeguard to the indige-
nous people of the state. The Aasu executive meet-
ing held recently has resolved to pressurise the cen-
tre for implementing the dause six of the accord.
Aasu adviser, Samujjal Bhatacharyya said when
the accord was signed, the Centre has agreed to give
Assam constititional safeguard. “We have accepted
all those foreigners) who came to Assam before
1971 g'its citizen. We have taken the burden of

" { he bL'(//’lUif‘H(

keeping all foreigners and the
Centre has agreed to give us
safeguards in lieu of our ac-
cepting its proposal of making
1971 asthe cut-off date for de-
termination of the foreigners,”
he said.

Bhatacharyya added the
Centre should keep powers
over issues like currency, for-
eign affairs and defence, trans-
ferring residuary powers must
to Assam.

“The people of the state

: ! must have right over land and
resources. As many of the ethnic tribes and com-
munity are not represented in the lower house of
the state legislature, Assam must have an upper
house. There must be provisions for dual citizen-
ship,” he said.

The Aasu adviser pointed out that Assam
requires this safeguards owing to the demographic
invasion unleashed on it by illegal immigrants

from Bangladesh.
o
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AGARTALA, Sept. 25. —
In a planned manoeuvre,
suspected NLFT insurgents
attacked a few houses,
killing eight people, includ-
ing four women and two
children, and simultane-
ously assaulted a Special
Police Officers’ camp 'in
Brindabanghat in West
Tripura district to keep
them engaged. The insur-
gents first attacked a SPO
camp in the area and
exchanged a few rounds of
fire with the personnel,
police said. Another group
encircled three houses iso-
lated from the rest of the
village and fired at their
residents, killing seven of
them on the spot and injur-
ing three others. One of the
injured died at Agartala
Medical College.

A centurion, Premadam-
oyee Debnath (102), was
among the dead. Among
the other persons killed
were Amulya Debnath,
Amar Chan Debnath, Aur-
obindo Debnath (4), Niro-
dh Debnath, Fulkumari De-
bnath, Niva Debnath and
Chapala Debnath. — PTI

!

NLFT guns down eigli in Tripura

h A

THE STATESMAN

Bullet-riddied bodies lie on the compound of a hospital in Kalyanpur, 70 km east of Agartala, on Sunday. — Eastern Projections

Ulfa ultras trigger panic on flight

Sept. 25. — An Air Deccan flight
was delayed for over an hour due
to two Ulfa ‘militants yesterday.
Though they were in police cus-
tody, their mere presence created
i the . airline staff
and other passengers. They
refused to take off withithe mili-

tants on board. The Ulfa militants
— Biju Chakravarty (36) and his
wife Reeta (26) — were arrested
by Jaipur Police on 19 September.
Assam Police was taking them to
Guwahati for questioning.

Air Deccan sources said the
tickets for the militants were
booked on its Jaipur-Delhi flight

-without informing them about

their background. “In such cases,

clearance from the bureau of civil
aviation security is mandatory
which was not taken in ‘his case,”
An Air Deccan official «aid. It was
only after the militants toarded the
6.40 a.m. flight under police pro-
tection that the crew got suspicious
abowt the couple. Vhen it was
established that they were mili-
tants, the staff and crew pressed
the paric button. They refused to

4

take off till both were asked to get
down from the 48-seater plane. As
news spread, other passengers pan-
icked too and refused to travel in
the plane with the ultras on board.
The CISF, looking after security at
the airport, and policemen argued
in favour of allowing the ultras on
board. But it was only after the mil-
itants were taken off the plane that
the flight took off for Delhi.

o
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he.North Eastern Council ( NEC) was
set up in August 1972 as an advisory
‘body empowered to discuss matters of
common interest to the Centre and the
northeastern states. It recommend to the
Union and state gévernments any matter of
common intérest, inter alia, in the fields of eco-
nomic and socral planning, mdudmg inter-
state transport and communications, power
and flogd control.

But for the sake of balanced development,
the NEC’s mandate and character has
changed: it is now the regional planning body
and will formulate for member-states 4 region-

_al plan “with regard to matters of commen -

importance to morc than one state of the
region . and indicate  priorities  of
pm,ccts/schemcs included in the plan and the
lncnuon

‘This was how the Plinning Commission
Sefined ts role in the Tenth Plan. There was
more thpn just regional planning when it was
Lonstlluﬁ:d

BS Sarao, the first planning adviser to the
council, once said the idea of a political and
planning forum within the region emerged
after rhk reorgunisation of the North-east in

DT whon BR S oL Urner el
ot ncastor states and Nk s Tirst cairan,
felt that the chicf'ministers ot the reglon need-
ed to meet more often within the region to dis-
cuss commuon ¢oncerns of security and devel-
opment.

The astute diplomat that he was, Mr Nehru
had foreseen the intra-regional and mter-state
tensions and the need for a consultative mech-
anism. The NEC has served this role admirably
and even as, a lobby for projects of regional
importance.

After all, if all seven chief ministers jointly
demanged a vital bridge or highway, the
Centre could ill afford to ignore such demands.
The NEC Act envisaged a sccurity role for the
council,as it was to review law and order and
the security situation of the region. Though the
director-general, Assam Rifles used to sit in
the council meeting as security adviser, it was
always a low-key presence since the second
NEC chairman, LP Singh made it clear that it
would not be a useful activity. With the estab-
lishment of the ministry for development of
NER (DONER), the transfer of NEC from
the home ministry to DONER and the recent

\\‘115\‘.‘:

.creation of a

high-level Planning Group within the NEC
the focus is now on regional planning.

‘One would naturally expect a larger, more
intensive and interactive regional planning
under the aegis of the NEC. This is not hap-

pening. The agreed Tenth Plan outlay of the'

NEC is Rs 3,500 erore, a small amount when
one.notes that the total Tenth Plan outlay of
eight states including Sikkim is about Rs 28,698
crore and outlay of Arunachal Pradesh is Rs
AN crore.

2 4 SET 00

Could the NEC Plan act as a catalyst in

restructuring moribund economies of the.

northeastern states is a legitimate quesnon,
especially when the Ninth Plan expenditure of
the NEC was Rs 1,945 crore.

A study of the 2004-2005 NEC Annual Plan
shows that there are about 100 projects under
10 broad sectors for which Rs 500 crore was
provided by the Centre and nearly 80 per cent

.of the outlay was meant for transport and

power development. The NEC gets its funds
from the total kitty of Central assistance for
plans of states and Union Territories in the
Central budget which amounts to nibbling

Open Forum

from what v curnrked for states and not
“adding to it. The proportion of NEC funds that
goes 1 Central agencies for implementation of
power. railways. roads and civil aviation pro-
jects augments the budget of these bodies.

NEC funds are mmxlarl,y provided to mem-
ber-states.

Since provisioning and transfer of these
funds involve a complicated and time-consum-
ing process, the smali NEC secrétariat is usual-
ly tied up with this work dnd thus NEC is being
seen mainly as a funding agency; its planning
priorities and schcmue apparcml\ hdvmg been
set.

This is not to underestimate its imprgssive
work in the health sector in creating and sup-
porting 22 institutions and nine projects in
manpower . development which facilitated
capacity building in medical and technical
manpower. Similat is the case in water man-
agement, horticulture and agriculture, disaster
preparedness, -promotion of industries and
trade, preservation of bio-diversity, besides
application of remote sensing to community
resource management. .

The NEC Plan contains strong initiatives

and will strengthen development 'infrastruc-
ture, '

Despite these positive features, looking at
the totality of the efforts, one gets a nagging

feeling that all these would not create a critical-

mass for development. Several reasons can be
utwd First, the meagre outtay and the list of

THE STA TESMAN

incomplete, schemes Second the len/\h\n g
shadow of adverse credit deposit-ratio reflgct-
ing that the region’s savings are not invested
within; capital formed is not being put to gen-
erate wealth; the NEC has to address this issue
as institutional finance for individual entrepre-
neurial activity is the core of market-led devel-
opment and this cannot be left to an organisa-
tion such as the North East Development
Finance Corporation alone. Expertise of the
level required for these initiatives is not seen in
the NEC. This must be created.

Third, its role in urban development is still to
be seen and is confined to a few schemes such
as setting up of inter-state bus terminals. No
city in the North-east has any civic infrastruc-
ture worth the name. This provides scope for
planned development of towns and cities as
wealth and employment generation activities
on the lings of the southern states and could
kick-start developmeht of the tertiary sector
and free the state economies of their depen-
dence on low-yielding, flood-and-erosion-

*prone agriculture.

The setting up of an IT park or a biotech
park without the backup of urban development
cannot ensure quick-spread effects. Fourth,
the North-east is still to get any sizeable foreign
direct investment or external aid for socio-eco-
nomic development.

NEC as a wing of the Central government
could have a promotional and adwocauy role in
this field by making NE states and nodal
Central agencies responsible for “attructing
FDI together and hard-selling investment
potential of the region to foreign countries and
East Asian economics. The NEC has to create
capacity for such initiatives.

Fifth, and the most glaring weakness in NEC
planning is its inadequate science and technol-
ogy component. The Annual Plan 2004-05
provided only. Rs14.50 croré under Science
and Technology. Part of the problem has been
the absence of a distinguished scientist or engi-
neer in the' NEC planning group capable of

- integrating S&T inputs into the NEC planning

and assisting the states in applying technolo-
gies already developed.

Sixth, its development resgarch needs a
fresh look. It is not enough to prepare state
development reports suggesting more outlay;
rather, issues like why some states are not
growing despite huge expenditure and avail-
ability of technologies deserve serious multidis-
ciplinary scrutiny and resultant efforts towards
building of growth-inducing institutions.

To accomphsh this, DONER muist consider
a radical change: relocating from New Delhi's
Vigyan Bhawan to- the "North-east. If the
Atomic Energy Commission and Department
of Atomic Energy could work together in
Mumbai, NEC and DONER could do the
same.

(The author is a scientific consultant in the
Office of the Principal-Scientific Adviser to the
Govemment of India.) ,
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No ceasefire without

ground rules: Pranab - -

“Government cannot respond to 1nd1V1dual requests

Sandeep Dikshit

RANGIYA (ASSAM): Defence Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee on Thurs-
day said that while initiatives for
a ceasefire with the United Lib-
eration Front of Assam were
welcome, they should be backed
by credible solutions.

“No decision has been taken
for a ceasefire. Ground rules
have to be prepared. It is just not
possible for the Government to
respond to individual requests,”
Mr. Mukherjee told pressper-
sons on the last leg of his tour to
the north-east. “Individual ini-
tiatives are welcome if they cre-
ate an atmosphere conducive
[for talks]. But it is very plain
and simple: unless the ground
rules are prepared, ceasefire
cannot be implemented.”

The questions were put in the
context of a civil society orga-
nisation seeking a ceasefire with
the ULFA so that the Army
could lift a three-week siege of a
national park in the State.

Indira Goswami, litterateur,
had also earlier sought the sus-
pension of hostilities between
the ULFA and the Army.

Asked whether he would like
to take the initiative for con-
cluding a ceasefire with the UL-

FA, Mr. Mukherjee said: “It’s
not my job. I was asked to
conduct anti-insurgency oper-
ations. This should be discussed
with the State Government and
the Union Home Minister.”

On the military blockade of
the Saikhowa reserve forests, he
said the people were put to
some inconvenience but the in-
tention was not to put them to
hardship.

Media reports had claimed

L
AV &

that thousands of people living
in the forest reserve suffered
because of the blockade.

The Army, on the other hand,
said that three militants were
killed and “war-like” stores re-
covered from two camps.

Mr. Mukherjee was flanked
by the Chief of the Army Staff,
J.J. Singh, and the General Offi-
cer Commanding of the 4 Corps,
H.S. Lidder.

Army denies report

The Army came out with a
strongly worded statement,
blaming the ULFA for “extor-
tion, killings and kidnappings.”
It also denied media reports
that the security forces had
killed 12 ULFA activists during
the siege.
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Manipur was consulted before
Army signed accords: Pranab ...

VAT
“Our job is to help and not substitute the State Government” A

q y

Sandeep Dikshit

LEIMAKHONG (MANIPUR): Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherjee on
Wednesday said the Manipur
Government was consulted be-
fore the Army signed agree-
ments with several militant
organisations to suspend oper-
ations against them.

“Of course, the State Govern-
ment was taken into confidence.
Our job is to help and not sub-
stitute the State Government. If
the State Government can man-
age the situation, there was no
need to deploy the armed
forces,” he told newspersons
shortly after addressing troops
on his first visit to major Army
formations in the North-East.

The Minister blamed the civil
authorities for not wrapping up
the probe into the alleged rape
and murder of Thangjam Mano-
rama Devi, He said the Army had
offered to conduct DNA tests for
all the men involved in the oper-
ation to arrest Manorama Devi.
But the civilian authorities were
unable to crucial evidence for
testing.

“As a result the investigations
have not been completed,” he
said.

Mr. Mukherjee said the armed
forces would step up recruit-
ment from the North-Eastern
States and the Government was
considering enrolling women
from Manipur.

Earlier, addressing troops
who guard the border with Chi-
na and other countries, he said
the Government was moving
forward to normalise ties with
both Pakistan and China but
“wanted to make to clear that no
country would be allowed to cov-
et even an inch of Indian territo-

Mr. Mukherjee made the ob-
servation a day before his visit to
forward posts in Tawang sector
in Arunachal Pradesh, an area
claimed by China, FIRST VISIT: Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee addresses the troops in Manipur on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: PT
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“Solution to
Naga issue

not now

o
"

AV,
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Pranab visits North-East _

Sandeep Dikshit

DIMAPUR: Expressing satisfaction
with the continuing dialogue
with insurgent Naga groups, De-
fence Minister Pranab Mukher-
jee cautioned against
expectations of immediate solu-
tions because of the complexity
of the problem.

On his first visit to the north-
east after taking over as Defence
Minister, Mr. Mukherjee accept-
ed that though the ceasefire with
the main Naga insurgent group
was extended by six months as
compared to one year earlier, “it
does not mean that it won’t be
extended by another six
months.” Pointing out that dia-
logue with the Naga Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Issac Mui-
vah) itself was a positive devel-
opment, the Minister said it was
pressure from the people that
helped create a conducive atmo-
sphere for some development.
“But is not possible to say what
form it would take,” he told
newspersons shortly after being
briefed about the situation by
the Army’s Eastern Command in
Kolkata and a little later by the 3
Corps here in Nagaland.

Appeal to factions

The Minister took note of the
sentiments expressed by the civ-
il society organisation, the Con-
sultative Committee for Peace,
which met at the Nagaland Chief
Minister, Neiphiu Rio’s resi-
dence. Besides appealing to all
Naga underground factions to
abide by the ceasefire ground
rules, he urged the Government
to expedite the dialogue process.
At the same time he pointed out

* Pressure from people
helped create conducive
atmosphere

a-'Sitﬁatilon» in Manipur bad

that due to the complexity of the
problem, the aim was to arrive at
an acceptable solution to all par-
ties.

Although Mr. Mukherjee was
positive about the dialogue proc-
ess with NSCN (I-M), he de-
scribed the situation in Manipur
as “bad.” “We are trying to nor-
malise the situation. Some im-
provement has taken place.” But
the difficulty was that the diver-
gence of opinion among the vari-
ous insurgent groups made the
situation “complex.” On the
United Liberation front of As-
sam’s (ULFA) demand to halt Ar-
my operations in Assam, he said
the demand from the people fora
dialogue was an “encouraging de-
velopment” but as there was no
formal dialogue with this mili-
tant outfit, “it would be prema-
ture to make any comment.”

Mr. Mukherjee is on an inten-
sive tour to most major Army for-
mations  spearheading  the
anti-insurgency operations and
guardingthe border. On Wednes-
day, he will leave for Leimakhong
in Manipur and address Army
personnel. He will also meet se-
nior officials of Assam Rifles, a
specialised counter-insurgency
force under the Army’s com-
mand. On the same day, he will
leave for Aizawal where he will
inaugurate a recruiting office fol-
lowed by a visit to Tezpur where
the chief of the 4 Corps will brjéf
him about the security situatjon.
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”Ulfa on a mlssmi{

C\‘\% Time for Delhi to test smcerlty l” \
the

Ifa chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa continues to play

Scariet Pimpernel but if the latest developments are any
indication, he cculd be in Delhi next month. Thanks to facili-
tator Jnanpith Award winner Mamoni Goswami’s untiring de- -
termination to bring Ulfa and the Centre to the negotiating
table, Rajkhowa, as a first step, has reportedly constituted a
nine-member “people’s consultative group™ that includes jour-
nalists, lawyers, a human rights activist, a sports organiser and
" a leader of a powerful youth organisation. Its objective is to
prepare modalities for talks, implying that Ulfa leaders would
be associated only at the final stage and when they aré abso-
lutely sure of an outcome. Herein lies the rub. By carefully
selecting members from different walks of life, Ulfa seeks-to
convey the message that it still enjoys public support and wants
to bargain from a position of strength. Though a welcome
development, it is premature to suggest peace will take root
since Ulfa leaders are known for changing tack; are insincere,
unpredictable and cannot be trusted. Had they been serious
enough they would not have hijacked the peace initiative after
they were driven to the wall by Operation Rhino in 1991.

For one thing, Ulfa leaders will meet central leaders on their
own terms — that sovereignty will be discussed, something
incorupatible with the Constitution and which most have given
up as unattainable but is, for Ulfa, the must-have, Of some
significance i$ an earlier statement by Ulfa self-styled comman- .
der-in-chief Paresh Barua who told a website that “we are
asking for a discussion on sovereignty... it does not mean
granting the same”. Ulfa’s demand for the release of 10 leaders
is yet to be met. But this should pose no problem if Ulfa is
sincere about constructive dialogue. The absence of violence
on Independence Day was a positive sign. It now makes gense
to broker a ceasefire, For Ulfa leaders, the next few dgys will
be a testing time, a time to erase the ISI mark.
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‘a stinging judgment on"12 July, .a- three-

judge Supreme Court Bench headed by the

Chief Justice, Mr RC Lahoti, overturned

the lllegal Migrants Determination by Tribunal

< | Act of 1983 declaring it to be ulta vires of the
: Consntzmon Excerpts:

To give the exact date of entry into India of
' a Bangladeshi national, who has illegally and .
: surrepntrously crossed the international bor-
| der, is not only difficult but virtually impossi-
ble. A citizen doing his duty towards the

Bangladeshr national to the authorities of
| the state is put under threat of criminal pros-
| ecution, if the contents of the application are
| found to be false. '

This is bound to haye a cascading effect on
citizens who will prefer to remain a quiet
spectator to the continued influx .... rather

nation of pointing out the presence of a. -

than take mmatrve 1n their detectxon or _

.which has been done under the rules and has

been conferred a wide power of rejecting’

complaints under Which no appeal lies. The
figures supplied in the initial affidavit filed
by Assam show that more than 85 per cent

inquiries initiated were rejected and no ref- -

erence was magde to the tribunal.
Srmrlarly, the restrictions imposed on an

applicant, a citizen of India doing a natjonal .

duty of pointing out the presence of an ille-

gal migrant in Assam, that he should be res-

ident of same pohce station or same sib-
division where the illegal migrant resides or

~is found does not carry any sense as these

migrants keep moving:

- The .requitement regarding appllcatlon
‘being accompanied by affidavits of two per-
sons ‘who are resident of the same police sta-

tion or are being accompanied by declara- -

tion_of another person who is resident of
same sub-division or that not mere than 10

deportation.
The Act’ does not contain any provision
for constitution of a screening committee

* such applicationscan be filed or 10'such dec-
larations made do not serve any purpose
except to create hurdles in the matter! of

s b

migrants..

. "Adeep analysrsofthe IMDTActand the -
rules made thereunder- would reveal that

they have been purposely enacted or made .
50 as to give shelter or protection to illegal -

migrants ‘who came -to- Assam from
Bangladesh on or after 25 March 1971
rather than identify and deport ti#m. -

The foremost duty of the Central

Government is to defend the bordersof the.
.country, prevent any trespass and make the
life.of the citizens safe and secure.-The
Government has also a duty to prevent any

internal disturbance and maintain law -and
order ..

There can be no manner of doubt that
Assam is'facing “external -aggression” and
internal - disturbance” on..account' of
largescale illegal rmgratlon of Bangladeshl
natronals

It,. therefore, becomes -the duty of the,

Union of India to take all measures for pro-_

-~ tection of Assam from such external aggres-

rtatlon SC

1dent1ﬁcat10n and deportanon of 1lleg3/\sron and internal drsturbance as enjomed in

biggest hurdle and is the main impediment
of illegal migrants ...
_of the Illegal Migrants (Determmatlon by

2al

Article 355 of the Constitution. ,

Having regard to this constitutional man-
date, the question arises whether the Union
of India has taken any measure for that pur-
pose..

...there cannot be-the slightest doubt that
the application of the IMDT Act and the
rules made thereunder ... has created the

or barrier in identification and deportation

To sum up our conclusrons the provrsrons

Tribunals) ‘Act, 1984, are ultra vires of the
Constitution and are accordingly struck
down,

- The. Hlegal Migrants (Determmatron by
Tribunal) Rules, 1984, are also ultra vires

. and are struck down .... The Passport (Entry
into India Act), 1920 the Foreigners Act,
1946, the. Immigrant- (Expulsion from

Assam) Act, 1950, and the Passport Act,

1967, shall apply to the state of Assam.

" 'ONLY . a small sensi- -
ble number of people
in Assam seems to
t reulise that deporting
an iliegal nnigrant,
population of 15 or 2U lukht may not
be a realistic proposition. But that is
the pitter political truth that post-
T Assam politics must deal
with, An elaboration of the obvious:
is jhecessary, particularly in view of
the emotionally surcharged situa-
tlon. The task of detecting ‘and
eporting a population of 15 lakh
ould require 300 trains of 50 .
ogies each, with an efficient, honest
{administration working whole time
for 10 years. That too if there was no
‘| resistance!’ .
But if it is not possible to’ deport
them what do you do with them? If
these immigrants are considered a
threat to the identity and security-of
the local population and if it is not
possrble to deport them then the
only sensible step to take is to create
conditions for protection of the
identity and security of -those who
‘are under threat.
If threat to identity is ‘cultural; as’
is often claimed, then let us demand
* measures to protect the culture or
cultures we want to protect. But as
+ Ambikagiri, one of the defenders of
the Asomiya Jati told us, a jati could

4

()pen Foru Debat

[ low, the illegal immigrants can culti
vate those. Because,local young tne:
“and women are averse to hard worl
the immigrants come-to occupy job:
If the elites of the indigenous cor
" munities- want to protect their ow:
communitics, they must promofe
culture of work and enterprise i
must also seck constitutional protec

tion to save homelands. Home lan¢
| in terms of land and ~market
' F’mally, we must realise that all con
.munities grow as a result of assimil
tion of immigrants.” :
If Koch Rajbangshis,’ Ahon
" Kalitas ‘and Brahmins- could -assir
‘l4te, the Bengali’ -speaking imr
- grants will also assimilate. We ne
" to create the climate for it. Eth
. politics is the bane of assimilation
- it a coincidence’ that ethnic polit
. and the politics of the end of idec
- gy have emerged together? They:
*"'the. bete noir of each other: If
bring ideology back
to “politics, .ethnic - divide wo
" lose importance and the process
-+ assimilation would be strengthen
.., People migrate in search of liv
hood. And for masses of peq
- political loyalties are subordinate
-livelihood. It is true that largesc:
- immigration makes assimilation d
““ficult. But one cannot put the cloc
back:. We_ cannot: wish away tt
. immigrants. They. are here. The
§  came in large numbers because wi
allowed them, to come! Corrup

P

. protect itself only if it can protect its ' Residents of thel(okrajhaf and Bmgﬂga@'l " administration, including those who

fields and markets.
To do this we have-a model avail-
able in the hill tribal areas of North-

. east. By introducing stringent mea-’

sures to prevent alienation of land
and by introducing a system of trade
licences the hill tribal communities
have been able to protect their land
and market. )

Though a section of the tribal

~elite ‘of the hills keeps crying that

outsiders have been takmg land and ’
market over, hard facts do not sup- -
pott that, The demographic changes - -

in markets and professions in favour

of the local tribal aré becoming tell--

tale in most hill states of the region.

1 Refugee
their mands. Ewem

\communmes of Assam rhust emu-' .

late the tribal brethren of the hills.

But it is also a fact that fields and
“markets can be. protected only- by
work and enterprise. Are the local -

or mdxgenous communities -of

: campsiageafastuntodeathm&mahatitopmss
Pwiacbons

A

of its hegemomc sectlons o
In today’s Assam, the. hegemomc

f_sections in all the communities aré
‘the . éducated rhiddle claSseSand in
almost all the. mmmumtxes these:

classes seemed to'be | promotihg con-

guarded the borders, opportumst

_ politicians and unaware "citizenry
*“made their entry. possﬂ)le We need

to see that further immigration does

“ not take place and those who came

assimilate and- make ‘Assam their
home in the true sense of the term.

Land alienation figures, too, show - Assam pre to, do that? We sumetist cnl’anes that believe . nei- (The author is wah the department
“that the trend of alienation of land - need. tckeep mmmdthatacommu- ther in work nor ‘in ‘enterprise. of political science, North Eastem Hill
has been arrested. So the mdrgenous  nity’s dominantvaloes are-the values: »‘Becatm“large tracts of tand lre fal-,, , ‘Untvemty Shillong)

THE IMDT Act of 1983
was a piece of bad law in
more senses-than one:- It
was passed by the Seventh
. Lok Sabha elected at the
height of the Assam move-

ment. In much of Assrim there was a suc-
cessful boycott. Elections could be held

in only two of 14 parhamentary con- /élched up to elght there were record

technical sense. But that is only because

ours is a rather weak:form of federalism.

It is not the best way to make laws ina
—federal system. ‘

sys .
The IMDT Act: fatls ‘the test of a good"‘
law in a technical sense as well, as.the

Supreme Covirt kas ruled. It violates a

“low turnouts in the by-elections that -
- elected these MPs. Passing a law applic- -
-able only to Assam by-a Parliament
"’ where Assam’s  representation  was:
" yunder a thiék cloud was nof illegal in‘'a -

The -movement. of people from the'
‘land-scarce areas of eastern Bengal that

' begai in the early part of the last centu- -
. “ry did not -end with the Partition. It,
. however, no longer follows a single paf—

stl#e/nmes PP ' -
hough Assam’s representatron later

tern- of people seekmg to settle .and '
become citizens, '

In some parts of the border there are

people going back and forth daily.
There are also seasonal mrgrants work-
ing in, the booming construction indus- -

Ary of North-east Indra But smce there -

isno

Indo-Bangladesh protocol on labour
movement, they may seek the. protec-
tion of polttrcal patrons and try to get.a
ration card or some form of official doc-
umentation as “evidence” of crtrzenshlp
to guard -against harassment. ;

Giving them legal status as seasona}

workers available to them could reduce .



 be a realistic proposition. But that is
the pitter political truth that .post-

*IMDT Assam politics must deal '
with, An elaboration of the obvious: -
is hecessary, particularly in view of

the emotionally surcharged situa-

tjon. The task of detecting and .

eporting a population of 15 lakh

for 10 years. That too if there was no
'| resistance!'

the local population and if it is not

possible to deport them then the.
only sensible step to take is to create -

conditions for. protection of" the
identity and security -of -those who
are under threat.

If threat to identity is g;ultural as
is often claimed, then let us demand
measures to protect the culture or
cultures we' want to protect. But as

- Ambikagiri, one of the defenders of
the'Asomiya Jati told us, a jati could

protect itself only if it can protect its

fields and markets.

To do-this we have a model avail- -

able in the hill tribal areas of North-

east. By introducing stringent mea-’

‘sures to prevent alienation of land
and by introducing a system of trade
licences the hill tribal communities
have been able to protect their land
and market. ,

Though a section of the tribal

ould' require 300 trains of 50 .
ogies each, with an efficient, honest
administration working whole time -

But if it is not possible to deport :
them what do you do with them? If
these immigrants are considered a' -
threat to the identity and securlty of

Residents of the Kokrajhar and _Bpngmgaon Muslim Refugee camp stage a fast unto death in Guwahati to press

outsiders have been taking land and
market over, hard facts do not sup- -

port that, The demographic changes
in markets and professions in favour

.of the local tribal aré becoming teli- -

tale in most hill states of the region.
Land alienation figures, too, show

that the trend of alienation of land -

has been arrested. So the indigenous

\communities of Assam must emu-

late the tribal brethren of the hills.
But it is also a fact that fields and

“markets can be protected only by

work and enterprise. Are the local
or indigenous . communities of

‘Assam prepared to do that? We

need.to keep in mind that a commu-

- nity’s dominant values are the values

their demands Eastern Projections .

of its hegemonic sections.
In today’s Assam, the hegemonic.

sections in all the communities are

-the educated middle classes and in

almost all the communities these
classes seemed tobe promoting con-

sumerist cultures that believe nei-

ther in work nor'in enterprise.

IO P TTTen

tion to save homelands. Home lang
in terms of land and marke
Finally, we must realise that all cor

| -munities grow as a result of assi
1 . tion of immigrants.

If Koch Rajbangshis, Ahorr
Kalitas and Brahmins could- assif,
ldte, the Bengali speaking imr.
grants will also assimilate, We ne!
to create the climate for it Eth'l
politics is the bane of assimilation:

it a coincidence’ that ethnic polif

and the politics of the end of id T
gy have emerged together? They ; -
the bete noir of each other: If

. bring ideology back

to politics, ethnic divide wo! A
lose importance and the process;
assimilation would be strengthen;

People migrate in search of th I\
hood. And for masses of pec)‘
political loyalties are subord_mate)1 o
livelihood. It is true that largesc
immigration makes assimilation
ficult. But one cannot put the 010(q
back: We cannot wish away &
immigrants. They.are here. The
came in large numbers because wg
allowed them to come! Corrups

St

" administration, including those who

guarded the borders, opportunist

_ politicians and unaware - citizenry
‘made their entry possible. We need

to see that further immigration does
not take place and those who came
assimilate and- make ‘Assam their
home in the true sense of the term.

(The author is with the depanment
of political science, North Eastern Hill
University, Shtllong)

~¢lite ‘of the hills keeps crying that

Because large tracts of land lie fal-

THE IMDT Act of 1983
was a piece of bad law in
more senses than one.- It

. Lok Sabha elected at the
height of the Assam move-

w— = ' ..

was passed by the Seventh

ment. In'much of Assam there was a suc-
cessful boycott. Elections could be held
in only two of 14 parliamentary con-

- under a

stituencies.

Though Assam’s represematlon later
inched up to eight, there were record
low turnouts in the by-elections that
elected these MPs. Passing a law applic-
able only to Assam by a Parliament
where Assam’s representation was
thick cloud was not illegal in a
technical sense. But that is only because
ours is a rather weak form of federalism.
It is not the best way to make laws in a
federal system.

The IMDT Act fails the test of a good
law in a technical sense as well, as the
Supreme Court has ruled. It violates a
basic jurisprudential principle -~ that of

_equality. The IMDT Act governed the

determination of disputed citizenship
status of a foreigner only in Assam and
that too it applied only to thosc alleged
to have come from Bangladesh after 25
March, 1971. In all other cases of dis-
puted citizenship in Assam as well as in

the rest of the country, the relevant law.

is the Foreigners Act of 1946.

Under this Act, the burden of proving
citizenship status Is on the person con-
cerned. The IMDT Act reverses the bur-
den and spelis out an arduous procedure
for making a complaint. The verdict on
the IMDT Act is a reminder that laws
have to be seen by citizens as legitimate
and that the process matters. A majori-
tv in Parlisment may vote for a law, but
i busic norms. pmudulu and jurispru-
dential principles are ignored it nuy not
be accepted as legitimate.

But we are no closer to selving
Assam’s vexed problem of illegal immi-
gration today thun befure the court’s
verdict, The redson is simple
many tuects o the dlegul population
movements across the bourder between
Bangladesh und Assum. ‘Neither the
IMDT ‘Act nor the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing' against it, are fine ehough instru-
ments 1o deal with this complexity. -

North-cust India “has been one of
South Asia’s last frontiers for nearly a
century atiracting legal as well us illegal

immigrunts from many parts of the sub-
continent.

shere ares

The -movement of people from the'

land-scarce areas of eastern Bengal that

began in the early part of the last centu- -

ry did not-end with the Partition. It,
however, no longer follows a single pat-

tern of people seeking to settle and

become citizens.

In some parts of the border there are

people going back and forth daily.
There are- also seasonal mngrants work-
ing in, the booming construction indus-

try of North-east India. But since there -

is no

Indo-Bangladesh protocol on labour
movement, they may seek the protec-
tion of political patrons and try to get.a

ration card or some form of official doc-
umentation as “evidence” of citizenship

to guard against harassment.

Giving them legal status as seasonal .

workers available to them could reduce.

the market for false documents as “evi-

dence” of Indian citizenship. Ninety

eight per cent of North-east India’s bor-
ders are with foreign countries. India’s
external relations have more 1mpact on
life in.North-east India that in almost
any other region. -

Its high stakes in the country s foreign
policy should be recognised. The prob-

lems created by the cross-border move-

ment -of people between Bangladesh

-and India can be addressed only with
more trust and cooperation between the

twWo countries.

Indian claims that there are hundreds
and thousands of Bangladeshis in India
and the Bangladeshi counter-claim that

there ‘is none indicate that there is a’

stalemate. A solution cannot be round

the corner under these conditions. India
- may decide someone is a Bangladeshi,
but Bangladesh has to agree to accept.

them.

In the long run, only an agreement/ .
between Bangladesh and India and a bi-

laterdl institution responslblo for. man-
aging. the dross-border, mbvement of
people cun address the many m;ets of
the phenomenon. -

Unilateralism, even wuh the Supreme

Court’s backing, cannot make a differ- '

ence on the ground. But it would have
costs in terms.of the quality of relations
between communitics

(The author is Vuztuzg Professor, Centre
jor Policy Research, New Delht ).




Not for gran g 2

:\j Assam minority serves notlcé‘\kS
sam’s re-

he Congress can no longer take the support of

ligious minority for granted, at least not after the SQpreme _
Court scrapped the Illegal Migrants (Determination by
- Tribunals) Act which, since 1983, had safeguarded their inter-
ests. The United Minorities’ Front holds Tarun Gogoi largely
responsible for the Act’s repeal, accusing him of ignoring its
pleas to plug the loopholes in what it described as the govern-
ment’s “weak” affidavit submitted to the court. Last week’s
decision by the minority organisations’ coordination commi-
ttee under the aegis of the apolitical Jamat Ulema-e-Hind to
float a political party in September is warning enough that
they cannot keep silent any more. If this comes through it will
be a formidable party and can upset clection results, since
religious and linguistic minorities have a say in as many as 40
of the 126 assembly constituencies. The one-month grace
period is perhaps to allow parties as well as Aasu to soften
their stance. The resentment among religious and linguistic
minorities is understandable because they will once again be
subjected to humiliating verification and harassment to
establish their status as citizens.

The Jamat Ulema has been a traditional Congress suppor-
ter but it recently threatened that if elections were held under
Gogoi’s leadership the party’s fortunes would suffer. It wants
the government to fulfil its demands for the issue of perma-
nent land settlement and citizenship certificates to Muslims
occupying riverine land. Besides, the Congress faces a threat
from three million Koch-Rajbonghis in the Bodo region who
want Scheduled Tribes (Plains) status. The Bill introduced/in
Parliament in the 1990s lapsed, depriving them of even @BC
status. The Congress cannot ignore them for they deci
- fate of candidates in 35 assembly constituencies.




SC notices to Centre,
Manipur on blockade

Students threaten to step up Greater Nagaland stir

Agencies
New Delhi, August 22

THE SUPREME Court on Monday is-
sued notices to the Central and state
governments on the 60-day economic
blockade in Manipur, which lasted
over two months and paralysed life in
the state. But that didn't stop Naga
outfits from threatening to step up
their campaign.

"We may soon be compelled to
launch a more vigorous movement
considering the negative attitude of
the Manipur government," said Nga-
chonmi Chamroy, leader of the the
All Naga Student Association Ma-
nipur (ANSAM), which is spearhead-
ing the blockade.

A Bench of Justice Y.K. Sabharwal
and Justice C.K. Thakker issued the
notices on the PIL filed by Kh Jibon
Singh alleging that the blockade had
led to violation of the right to equali-
ty, life and free movement of the Ma-
nipuris. The petition said the block-
ade had pushed the price of the es-
sential commodities like petrol, cook-
ing gas and kerosene out of the reach
of common man.The petitioner said
Manipur was connected to the rest of
the country by NH-39, which has been
blocked, and the other road NH-53
had not been secured by the security
forces in addition to it being non-mo-
torable in many parts.

The blockade was temporarily lift-
ed on August 10 after Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh assured agitating
Naga leaders that their grievances
would be sorted out by Manipur
Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh
through negotiations.

"We were told negotiations would
resume on August 18. But the govern-
ment failed to respect its commit-
ment and so we have decided to take
to the path of protest once again,”
Chamroy said. The threat of another
round of strike has sent locals in Ma-
nipur stocking up on essentials.

"It was like hell during the last
strike that lasted for 50 days. We suf-
fered a lot and now we are trying to
stock up on essentials since the Na-
gas are threatening another block-

PTI

Trucks stranded on a national highway in Manipur on Monday.

ade," said Rohit Singh, a local resi-
dent in state capital Imphal. National
Highway 39 and National Highway
53, the two arterial land routes that
helps Manipur get supplies of essen-
tials from outside the state, mainly
from Assam, have remained blocked
with truckers refusing to ply their ve-
hicles fearing attacks by supporters
of the agitation.

The blockade was enforced by an
estimated 500,000 Nagas residing in
Manipur who want tribal-dominated
areas in the state to be merged with
Greater Nagaland, a concept mooted
by the Isak-Muivah faction of the Na-

tional Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM), a rebel group active in
Nagaland. The Manipur government
and the majority Metei community
in the state have rejected the demand
by the Nagas.

The Nagas also want the Manipur
government to withdraw its an-
nouncement declaring June 18 as
State Integrity Day —- to commemo-
rate the deaths of about 20 people
who died in clashes with security
forces in 2001 during an uprising to
protest New Delhi's decision to ex-
tend a ceasefire with the NSCN-IM
beyond Nagaland. /_

/




Blockade
in Manipur

\")

Iboyaima Laithangbam

IMPHAL: The All-Naga Students
Association, Manipur (ANSAM),
may reimpose the economic
blockade against this State from
midnight on Tuesday night. Paul
Langhu, president, has alerted
all members to be ready to re-
sume any moment the protest
suspended on August 11.

All trucks, now in Assam load-
ed with commodities, are being
rushed here in view of the immi-
nent blockade.

ANSAM has asked drivers and
traders, whose driving licence
and commodities were confis-
cated during the 52-day block-
ade begun on June 20, to collect
them from its members by 6 p.m.
on Tuesday. No claim will be en-
tertained thereafter.

Ibobi seeks protection

Chief Minister Okram Ibobi,
who returned here from New
Delhi on Sunday evening after
meeting Central leaders, said
Prime Minister Manmohon
Singh asked him to get blockade
on National Highways 39 and 53
lifted. He urged the Prime Min-
ister to ensure protection for
Manipur  vehicles  passing
through Nagaland as the Naga
Students Federation and non-
governmental organisations in
that State joined hands with AN-

imminent -

Trucks rushing to Imphal q/

SAM, which is demanding that
the June 18 State integration day
holiday be scrapped. NH 39 pas-
ses through Nagaland.

The Prime Minister assured
him that funds would be provid-
ed for repairs to NH 53, said Mr.
Ibobi. Mr. Ibobi insists that talks
with ANSAM will be held only in
Imphal, and not in its headquar-
ters in Senapati district or in
New Delhi.

Meanwhile, the Centre has
permitted the Manipur Govern-
ment to import 50,000 tonnes of
rice from Myanmar within the
current financial year, according
to highly placed official sources.
The first consignment of 5,000
tonnes is expected by the first
week of September.

The sources said though rice
was not among the 22 items ap-
proved by the two countries for
import and export, the Director-
General of Foreign Trade in 1995
issued a notification permitting
Manipur to buy 50,000 tonnes
of rice to tide over shortage. Now
in the wake of the protracted ec-
onomic blockade, there has been
an alarming shortage of rice and
other essential commodities.

The sources said rice brought
from Punjab or Haryana had to
be sold in Imphal at Rs 18 a kg,
whereas the Mynamar product |
would cost only Rs 12. The bor-
der with Myanmnar is just 109 ki
from here.




Sec&ecy prevall‘.,

it for tat in Assam & Q\‘lmr

y demandmg a CBI probe into “secret killings” in Assam
since 1991 the AGP seeks to pay the Congress in its own
coin. In the interim report of the one-man commission head-
ed by retired Justice JN Sarma to inquire into the “secret kil-
lings? of Ulfa kin during the second AGP regime (1996-
2001), former chief minister Prafulla Mahanta emerges un-
scathed. Little wonder then that chief minister Tarun Gogoi
and his cabinet find it unacceptable and want a fresh inquiry.
But whether the new one to be headed by a retired Supreme
* Court judge will be able to prepare its report before the 2006 -
assembly election — Gogoi’s prime objective is to pin down
the AGP for substantial electoral gains — is doubtfuk. While
. the AASU describes the report as “shameful”, the AGP right-
- ly questlons the wisdom of conducting inquiries into only six
“specific” cases when there were said to be as many as 100. In
the three cases the commission finds no evidence of any poli-
tical, bureaucratic or police involvement. Even in the killing
of the brother of former Ulfa publicity secretary, Mithinga
Daimary, and four members of his family, no one attested.
What’s more, Justice Sarma complams of not getting help
from the state government in preparing the report.
There is no ‘denying the hush-hush killings or fratricidal
bloodshed involving former Ulfa members (Sulfa), many of
,“who were allowed to retain arms by the late Hiteswar Saikia
& for self—protectlon All this happened after an abortive bid on
Mahanta’s life in 1997. But even if his government did indul-
ge in such agtivities, to soften,up Ulfa attacks on party work-
ers perhaps, Mahanta should have taken his cabinet into con-
fidence. There is no smoke without a fire and hopefully th
new commission will be able to unearth the truth to
satisfaction of all concerned.
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/Umon home ggcy
dlsappomts Manipur

¢ IMPHAL, Aug. 17..— Union home sec-
retary Mr VK Duggal today said the 40
_tons of essential items air-lifted to Imphal
" by Indian Airforce aeroplane in the wake
. of the 52-days long economic blockade by
All Naga Students Association of
Manipur_ and Nagaland based NSF on
Mampur s two lifelines the NH-39 and 53

. was “ symbolic.”

The secretary, making. a whlstle -stop
visit to Manipur which just came out of
unprecedentéd economic blockade, had
little to offer the people of Manipur
except an effort to open the NH-53.

On being asked about the blockade of
NH-39 that' effectively cut-off Manipur
from the rest of India, he said the matter
was an internal matter of Manipur, for-
getting that NH-39 passes through
Nagaland where major activities took
place. He also said he trusted that people
~would not play mischief with talks going
on. He said that though the central action
came 52 days:late, it should not be con-
strued that the centre was sitting idle.
“There was a lot of negotiation going on
and he was meeting chief secretaries and
police heads of the states involved, to dif-
fuse the situation,” he added.

Mr Duggal also said he made an aerial
survey of the NH-53 and added that for
immediate relief; Rs 7 to 8 crore was being
released to undertake major repairing
work post-monsoon to make the road traf-
fic fit. In the long run the highway will be
made double lane.

He said he had brought with him key

officials of Border Road Organisation,
Food Corporation of ‘India and 10C to
review the highway, food-stock and petro-
leum products. He said there was a need to
increase capacities ‘and build-up stocks of
petroleum products and food grain “to
make the people self-sufficient.

Mr Duggal further said the carrying
capacity of NH-53 has been increased
from 10 tons to 15 tons and it can now
Handle 100 vehicles per day.

On the security along the NH-53 he
said he would like to see a situation
where they would not be needed and the

‘police can take over. On the non-avail-

ability of essential items in the market he
said, the state has now enough stock and
the government has to ensure that they
are available in the market. Mr Duggal
arrived here today from Guwahati and
laterleft for Delhi.

During his brief stay he met the chief
minister Mr O Ibobi Singh, Governor Dr
SS Sidhu, chief secrctary and heads of
security forces to take stock of the situa-
tion. Both chief minister and the:
Governor left for New Delhi today where
there will be a negotiation with ANSAM

- leaders over the state government’s deci-

sion to. declare 18 June as holiday and
State Integrity day over which ANSAM
launched the economic strike.

Mr Ibobi Singh goes to New Delhi with
a strong warning from frontline Manipur
organisations against any step to retract
his government’s decision on the holiday.
United Committee' of Manipur has
strongly warned that it would launch a
massive agitation if the state government
does a U-turn on the holiday decision.



/ Gogoi govt rejects probe -
s ‘report on ‘secret killing

g defintte  conspiracy in targek

GUWAHATI, Aug. 16. -— The Assam gov-
ernment has rejected the interim report of
- Justice JN Sharma Commission probing
allegations of “secret killings” of relatives
of Ulfa members during the previous AGP
regime headed by Mr Prafulla Kumar
Mabhanta.-
Chief ‘minister Mr Tarun Gog01 today
informed that the state Cabinet had found
lots of ‘discrepancies and contradictions’ in

the interim report of the one-man commis--

sion which has found no evidence of
involvement of politicians and top bureau-
c¢rats behind the secret killngs still shroud-
ed iv mystery, .and henct decided not to
accept it.The state cabinet took note that
the interim report stated that there was a

El h"v‘ _— Tk

)

g the v1ctxms ‘
and motiove behind the killings. -
“The inquiry commission relied more
on the evidence' provided by the police
than family members of the victims. There
is'no disputte that secret killings took place
in the state during the AGP rule and the
people of Assam had already given their
verdict. on it during the last Assembly
polls. Our government constituted the en-
quiry to find out culprits behind the
klllmgs and give recommendations on how
to prevent recurrence of such incidents,”

_ Mr Gogoi said. As the one-man commis-

sion has failed to pinpoint the culprits in
its interim report related to threc out of
the six specific incidents of secret killings,

Assam governpa€nt is now planning to
constitute grother probe panel to be
headed by retired Supreme Court judge.



“Secret killings”: ex-gratia

for victims’ families, * "
T4 o

Assam Chief Minister Gogoi asks ULFA to come forward f

Sushanta Talukdar

GUWAHATH: Assam Chief Min-
ister Tarun Gogoi on Mon-
day announced an ex-gratia
of Rs. 3 lakhs to each of the
families of victims of “secret
killings” which, he alleged,
had occurred during the pre-
vious Asom Gana Parishad
regime. Mr. Gogoi also ap-
pealed to the United Liber-
ation Front of Asom (ULFA)
to come forward for peace
talks. In his speech after the
ceremonial flag hoisting on
the occasion of the 59th In-
dependence Day, Mr. Gogoi
alleged that some people
were “secretly killed under
mysterious circumstances”
during the previous govern-
ment’s tenure.

Mr. Gogoi’s announce-
ment came after the Justice
(Retd.) S.N. Sarma one-man
commission on the “secret

" killings” submitted its first

¢ One-man commission on the killings submitted its
ﬁr;t report on Auqnst 12

‘» ULFA no longer enjoys the people’s support

= Upper age limit for entry into government jobs

‘raised to 36 years

report to the Government on
August 12. The panel was not
able to draw any conclusion
about the killing of ULFA
central publicity secretary
Mithinga Daimari’s family
members, but found prima
facie evidence that Jyotish
Sarma, brother -in-law of an-
other ULFA leader, was a
victim of infighting in the
militant outfit.

The commission, appoint-
ed in November 2002, is also
inquiring into three other
cases of “secret killings” —
the murders of Dimba Raj-
konwar, brother of ULFA

chairman Arabinda Rajkho-
wa; Dipak Choudhry, broth-
er of its foreign secretary
Sasha Choudhury and that of
Dwijen Haloi and Phulen
Haoli of Nalbari.

Defying the call given by
ULFA for boycotting the In-
dependence Day, hundreds
of people in the State took
part in the celebrations amid
tight security. No untoward
incidents were reported dur-
ing the day. The celebrations
were peaceful at Dhemaji,
where 13 women and chil-
dren were killed in a bomb
blast triggered by ULFA at

B Slekiy
0 D

peace talks

the parade ground on August
15 last. Mr. Gogoi said people
had openly protested killings
and violence. He urged UL-
FA to shun violence and
come forward for talks in the
interest of the State’s devel-
opment. Mr. Gogoi also an-
nounced raising the upper
age limit for entry into gov-
ernment jobs to 36 years,
pension for retired and
working teachers of deficit
grant colleges, the creation
of an artiste welfare fund and
raising the remuneration of
village chiefs from Rs. 1,100
to Rs. 1,350.

Reiterating the State Gov-
ernment’s commitment, Mr.
Gogoi said stern action
would be taken if any indi-
vidual, police personnel or
Government servant ha-
rassed any person belonging
to a minority community in
the name of detection and
deportation of foreigners.



" Brus’ bid fa%well to arms,

T

By M

The Mizoram government can
finally heave a sigh of relief
with the conclusion of a critical

styge of a decade-long problem

in the Mizo capital of Aizawl

recertly. It is not just about one
more pact in Mizoram. It is the
outcome of ,protracted negotia-
tions between the. state
government and the
Bru National Libera-
I tion Front (BNLF) for
over four years in
which .12 rounds of
talks finally culminated
in a solution agreeable
to both sides: the rebels
| surrendered. their arms
and ammunition, at
Tuipuibari Transit Ca-
mp in western
Mizoram. \

The BNLF, headed
by its president Surjaya
Moni Reang and gen-
eral secretary Solonion
Prophul Ushoy, had
formally * laid down
arfng, consisting of AK-
47s, M-16s and SL
rifles, a small batch of
nine weapons with
more than 600 rounds
of ammunition.

At least 195 Bru
National  Liberation
Front (BNLF) cadres
and their families
totalling 285 people
were transported from
the Naisingpara camp
in" Tripura in 30 pick-
ups and 10 medium
trucks with  police
escort.

The camp, now cal-
led Sidan Transit Ca-
mp, has 42 houses to
accommodate all these
families.  Electricity,
water supply and other
household facilities ha-
ve been provided. Se-

ducted medical check-
ups of the rebels on th-
eir arrival at the camp.

Mizgram home min-

nior doctors have con~

ister Tawnluia declared that the
state government would take all
steps to accelerate the pace of
development in the western belt
of Mizoram covering Bru (also
known as Reangs) settlements.
A special development project

. will be implemented, depending

upon the quantum of financial
assistance’ received from the
Centre, he said. Earlier, during

. thie visit by Union home minister

"Shivraj Patil, it was announced

that the Centre would provide
Rs 28 crore for the rehabilitation

“of the rebels.

But now an even bigger task
confronts the state government,
atter the paper work of the
peace accord: the repatriation
process of the BNLF displaced,
driven out by the Mizos in 1997
anc. who took refuge in neigh-
bouring Tripura. The main dif-
ference between Tripura and
Mizoram is over the number. of
Bru refugecs, who had been dis-

placed from their homes and vil- -

lages,
The Mizo government says
17.000 Brus had Jeft for Tripura

in 1977 (as internally displaced

people or 1DPs), while Tripura
says some 33,000 people were

sheltercd in ‘six north Tripura

camps. In addition, there was no
time-frame for repatriation pro-

~posed in the peace accord

between the Mizoram govern-
ment and BNLE, signed in April.
Already, the powerful NGOs in
the state have sent a strong mes-
sage to the state government
that proper identification of
Brus of Mizo origin from those

“in the Tripura camps should be

prioritised.

These groups also asserted
that the 1995 voters’ list should
be used to identify whether or
not the person was a Mizoram
resident. But officials here say
that the government would take

effective steps to take back the

bona tide residents of Mizoram

o THE STaTRgya

.~ but what about IDPs?

and a special development pro-
ject will be implemented,
depending upon the size of the
financial assistance from the
Centre. The BNLE, floated in
1997, had demanded a separate
autonomous district council for
the Brus carved out from the
north-western parts of the state.
After local tension, following the
death of a Mizo forest officer in
the hands of Brus, many Bru
families left for Tripura in
October 1997.

Other Brus joined them later

" in 1998, swelling their numbers,
rand they were treated as

refugees by Tripura and the
Government of India and
lodged in six different camps.
Camp life was hard for the Brus
despite Central assistance and
resentment finally took the
shape of the militant uprising,
although the number of armed
cadres and arms, as noted earli-
er, was small. But it was a blow
to the Mizoram "government
which had prided itself on estab-
lishing the “most peaceful” state
in India after the end of the
Mizo insurgency in 1986.

Some church leaders were
approached to act as-intermedi-
aries between the government
and the BNLE ]n its merhoran-
dum of 18 April, 2001 to the
Mizoram government, the
BNLF again demanded the cre-
ation of an autonomous district
council under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution and listed
another nine demands. In the
first meeting, Mizoram govern-
ment representatives rejected
the demand for a separate
autonomous district council.
This -was replaced with the
demand for a regional council.
Another meeting in 2002, where
the demands were further toned
down, also failed.

(The author is a freelance jour-
nalist based in Mizoram.)
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Row over ministers’ Ulfa ‘links’

| Congléader showcaused for
his ‘letter’ to outfit chie{%\ Y,

Agenci | Q} e
poemies, s 0N G

THE CONTROVERSY surrounding an alleged letter
written by a Congress member on “payments” made
to the Ulfa by three ministers deepened on Thursday;,
with the Assam Pradesh Congress Comittee (APCC)
issuing him a show-cause notice. ‘

The issue of the alleged “letter” - published in a
local newspaper here on Thursday - figured in the
state Assembly, with the Opposition AGP and BJP
demanding a probe.

The letter - purpotedly written by APCC secre-
tary M.S. Choudhury addressed to Ulfa chairman
Arabindo Rajkhowa - claims that three senior min-
isters — Anjan Dutta, Gautam Roy and Himanta
Biswa Sarma - were making monthly payments to
the outfit. Choudhury denied having written such a
letter and described it as an attempt to tarnish his
political image.

APCC general secretary Haren Das on Thursday
issued a show-cause letter to Choudhury, asking him
to clarify and stressed that the Congress never main-
tained any links with the rebel outfit.

BJP spokesman Ashok Singhal described the mat-
ter as “serious” and demanded a CBI probe into the
issue. Anjan Dutta, when contacted, denied the alle-
gition and said he had approached the police to ver-
ify the authenticity of the letter and punish whoev-
er was guilty of bringing disrepute to his name and
that of his colleagues.

I-Day hoycott |

THE ULFA and three other militant outfits - the Ka-
matapur Liberation Organiation (KLO), Manipur
People’s Liberation Front and Tripura People’s De-
mocratic Front (TPDF) - have called a boycott of the
Independence Day celebrations and declared a gen-
eral strike from 1 am to 5.30'pm on August 15.

In a joint statement e-mailed to the local media
here on Wednesday night, the militant outfits urged ‘
the people of the North-east to stay away from the . . . . .
celebrations and observe the strike. Passengers being frisked at Amritsar railway station on Wednesday.

Militant outfit Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation ’ '
Front (KLNLF) had earlier announced that it would ] H
observe a 24-hour bandh on the occasion of Inde- “Ifa aﬂaCks ln r“n-“p to blg day
pendence Day and mark the day as a ‘Black Day’ in
the twin hill districts of Karbi-Anglong and North )
Cachar Hills. The bandh will begin at 5 pm on Au- AUG 2: CRPF-police team ambushed in
gust 14 and end in the evening on Independence Day: Tinsukia. One CRPF jawan killed, five others Dibrugarh Ti nsukiaﬁ\{

The Ulfa violence, meanwhile, continued unabat-  injured R

d with th i f at . . . .
gu;?sh Iti;gﬂninnl llgsg;)gr; %ir?stﬁ?igiﬁgg{lié? a}[rﬁz;g;ﬁ AUG 6: Grenade explodes in Guwahati. Two Nalbari Sibsagar
lice said in Guwahati on Thursday. Two Ulfa mili-  inured
tants stormed the manager’s residence at Rongmola . . T :
tea estate, in Brahmapur under Pengeri police sta- 3‘:)? 1: aBrlf?St in2 OIL pipelines at Sibsagar and
tion of the district, late on Wednesday night and Ibrug

shot him. ‘ AUG 8: Explosion in oil pipeline at Tinsukia
Security throughout the state has been tightened P Pl

following a series of blasts triggered by the banned = Bomb (.1efused near two schools in Jorhat Dispur ‘.
outfit ahead of Independence Day and patrollinghas  ® Explosion at an ASEB powerhouse ; , SﬂCHﬁ
been intensified, with additional security checks be- Guwabhati L.
ing carried out in the sensitive areas. Security in ~ Aug 9: Gas pipeline explosion at Disaibotha | Karimgan]
and around vital installations, such as oil and gas in Sibsagar
pipelines, power houses, transmission towers, elec- m Explosion at a steel bridge along Assam-
tric poles and railway tracks have been beefed up. Arunachal border
-

b2
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Manipur blockade

ends ‘temporarily
Nagua student bodzes t&neet CM

HTC & Agencies
imphal, August 10

—

THE ‘ECONOMIC blockade’ on
National Highways in Manipur,
which entered the 49th day on
Wednesday, at the call of a Naga
students union in protest against a
decision by the Ibobi Singh gov-
ernment, has been “suspended
temporarily” from Thursday.

In view of the appeal by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
Union home minister Shivraj Patil,
a decision was taken by the All
Naga Students Association Ma-
nipur (ANSAM) and the Naga Stu-
dents Federation (NSF), to suspend
the economic blockade which has
severely affected movement of
trucks, particularly along the
Guwahati-Imphal Nation Highway,
sources close to the student bodies
said.

The decision was taken at a
joint meeting of the ANSAM and
the NSF in Kohima during the day,
the sources said.

The NSF and ANSAM consulted
NGOs before taking the decision,
the sources said.

The ANSAM had called the eco-
nomic blockade since June 22 in
protest against a Manipur govern-
ment decision declaring June 18 a
holiday every year to observe State
Integrity Day.

The ANSAM has said that the

AP
QT/SI«C? * V\Q'A?

government decision was against
the plan for unification of the Na-
gas. The blockade, however, did
not affect movement of trucks
along the Silchar-Imphal NH 53, of-
ficial sources said.

The sources in ANSAM said the
economic blockade was suspended
“temporarily” in response to the
appeal by central leaders and stu-
dent bodies in the north eastern
region.

They said the NSF and ANSAM
after proper consultation with the
apex ‘Naga Hoho’ and NGOs de-
cided to “relax the economic
blockade temporarily” on two na-
tional highways — 39 and 53 —
from 12 noon of August 11.

The ANSAM also responded to
the invitation by Manipur chief
minister, O. Ibobi Singh for talks
and added that the state govern-
ment should create a conducive at-
mosphere for dialogue.

In the event of the failure of the
Manipur government to resolve
the issue, the Naga students would
be compelled to take an appropri-
ate course of action for which the
Ibobi Singh administration would
be held responsible, the sources
said.

Sources close to chief minister
0. Ibobi Singh welcomed the deci-
sion of the ANSAM and reiterated
his appeal to them to come to the
negotiation table for talks.



BRIDGE, PIPELINE BLOWN UP

Ulfa steps,
up attack

Press Trust of India & Bandh called

GUWAHATI, Aug. 9. —
In stepped up attacks in
Assam ahead of Inde-
pendence Day, suspected
Ulfa militants today fired
at a convoy of trucks
killing one person besides
blowing up a gas pipeline,
a bridge and interrupting
power supply.

A report from  Diphu
said militants fired at a con-
voy of five trucks passing
through Silvata forest
killing the handyman of the
first vehicle on the spot in
Karbi Anglong district.

The trucks were carrying
rice from the Food Cor-
poration of India godown
at Hojai in Nagaon district
to Diphu district. The
police found empty car-
tridges of AK-47 at the
spot. Ulfa militants dis-
rupted power supply by
exploding a bomb today at
Chengakhola in Golaghat
district damaging three
poles. They also blew up a
transformer in a power-
house at Narengi in Noon-
mati last night.

The militants blew up an
Oil India Limited gas
pipeline at Disaibotha
area under Kakotibari
police station in Sibsagar
late last night causing
extensive loss of gas and
affecting supply to several
tea gardens in the vicinity,
police said. The ultras also
exploded a bomb on a

GUWAHATI, Aug. 9. — The
tribal militant outfit, Karbi-
Longri North Cachar Hills
Liberation Front, has given a
24-hour bandh call in the twin
hill districts of Karbi Anglong
and North Cachar from 5 p.m.
of 14 August and called upon
the people to boycott
Independence Day cele-
brations in the two districts.
The outfit has called for the
bandh in protest against the
alleged “human rights violation
in the North-east”. — SNS

steel bridge on Namsai-
Bordumsa road along
Assam-Arunachal Pradesh
border last night but no
casualty was reported.

A major disaster was !
averted in Jorhat town as
police defused a time bomb
placed near two schools just
five minutes before it was
set to explode yesterday.
Meanwhile, a bag found
abandoned at the Assam
Engineering College
Ground at Chandmari cre-
ated a stir today but police
found only a television and .
some clothes inside.

Assam’s minister of
state for home, Mr
Rockybul Hussain, told
the Assembly that the gov-
ernment had apprised- all
DCPs and SPs on the pos-
sibility of violence and
held a special meeting of
the Unified Command g
underline steps to prevent

militant attacks, /,
7/
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Strike hits life in Naga areas

The protest in Manipur is against manhandli%\)

Iboyaima Laithangbam

IMPHAL: Normal life in Naga-
dominated areas in the four hill
districts in this State was dis-
rupted on Monday, when the
All-Naga Students Association,
Manipur (ANSAM), called a'12-
hour strike in protest against the
manhandling of a woman by a
non-tribal at Langathel in Thou-
bal district on Sunday.

Police sources said the ‘man,
Moirangthem Ingocha, was ar-
rested. What happened was a
purely personal matter and ami-
cably settled. There was no com-
munal overtone.

Manipur is already reeling
under the impact of a 50-day old
economic blockade launched by

ANSAM demanding that the
government revoke the declara-
tion of June 18 as a State in-
tegration day holiday.

Meanwhile, Governor S.S.
Sidhu left for Jiribam, border-
ing Assam, to see for himself the
law and order situation along
National Highway 53.

He will inspect the horrible
road condition and fragile
bridges, numbering over 60 on
the 225-km national highway.

The visit comes in the back-
drop of the Union Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil’s directive that
NH 53 be made operational for
transport of essential commod-
ities. Naga students in Manipur
and Nagaland have effectively
blocked NH 39, which passes

w) -V

through Nagaland.

Despite the Union Home
Ministry’s instruction to the Ar-
my and Assam Rifles to beef up
security along NH 53, insur-
gents blasted a Bailey bridge
along NH 53 on July 19. The
Manipur Government alleged
that the insurgents had that
night crossed in jeeps, carrying
explosives, three Assam Rifles
checkpoints with obstruction.

Agriculture Minister Pheiroi-
jam Parijat, who is already
camping at Jiribam, has pulled
up personnel of 36 Border Road
Task Force, saying repairs and
road improvement works are
being done at snail’s pace.

Talking to reporters, he said
he was not convinced by the

b

-

f a tribal woman by a non-tribal

BRTF explanation of paucity of
funds.

Planks are missing in some
bridges. In most cases, the truck
helpers have to set the planks
right before the vehicles cross
the bridges.

‘Warning to traders

The United People’s Front
has warned traders who are col- '
lecting goods transported by
Nagaland buses, which operate
up to Kala Pahar about 40 km
from Imphal along NH 39.

It is alleged that a Nagaland-
based insurgent outfit has been
collecting Rs 3,000 for each Na-
ga truck to carry essential com-
modities well within Manipur.
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GUWAHATI, Aug. 7. — Militants of the banned United
Liberation Front of Assam (Ulfa) stepped up violence in
Assam in the run-up to Independence Day, exploding a
bomb at Boko near here, killing four people, and trig-
gering an explosion in an Oil India Limited (OiD
pipeline in Sibsagar district today.

The militants exploded a bomb hidden inside a bag on
a bicycle in the busy Boko bus station in Kamrup district
injuring seven people, four of whom died on their way to
Guwahati Medical Coliege Hospital. They also hurled a
bomb at the Dhamdhama Army camp in Nalbari district
late last night, but missed the target. The bomb explod-
ed inside the Dhamdhama Telephone exchange. There
was no report of any casualty or injury.

The pipeline blast disrupted supply of crude to
Numaligarh, Guwahati and Bongaigaon refineries caus-
ing heavy loss to the oil industry. The pipeline carries
crude oil from Upper Assam oil fields of both the Oil
and the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation of India
(ONGQC) to refineries across Assam. The raging fire that
broke out following the blast under the suspension
bridge over Disang river at Sonpura Bagchu village,
caused extensive damage to the nearby village engulfing
at least ten houses, seven granaries and several heads of
livestock.

Police said seven Ulfa militants trlggercd the powerful
explosion from a distance around 11.45 p.m. yesterday
after overpowering the security personnel posted to
guard the pipeline at Sonpura Bagchu village, the home
of the jailed Ulfa vice-chairman Pradip Gogoi. Qil engi-
neers are now busy building a temporary pipeline paral-
lel to the damaged one to keep up the supply of crude.

Mr AK Bhandari , Oil general Manager (services and
business), who visited the site, said not much crude was
lost as the flow through the main pipeline could be
stopped by employees manning the nearest control
room within two minutes of the explosion. But the crude
trapped inside the pipeline was destroyed. Mr Bhandari
said it might take a week to repair the damaged pipeline.
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SYED Sajjad Ali QV i -
Agartala, August 6 ‘\( 2 )(t \’

THE ALL Tripura Tiger Force
(ATTF) has issued a warning to
all “illegal” Bangladeshis who in-
filtrated into Tripura after Octo-
ber 15, 1949, to leave the state im-

al Liberation Front
of Tripura (NLFT)
have set October 15, 1949, as the
cut-off date because on this date,
the erstwhile princely state of
Tripura merged with the Indian
union.

Announcing the launch of ‘Op-
eration Rikhlai’ (Rikhlai means
flush out) to drive out illegal
Bangladeshis migrants, ATTF
president Ranjit Debbarma
warned that those who dared to

/Militants tell illegal

migrants to leave
& W

TRIPURA

A

H1E

who canlle\ from
Bangladesh after 1949 are refugees
and they should leave the state”,
he said.

The militant outfit, known for
its bitterness against Bangla-
deshis, has massacred several in-

mediately, a state- nocent people in
ment issued by the ; - west Tripura in past
outfit has said. g%ﬁig g,a% %% 10 years.

ATTF and Nation- Earlier, ATTF had

given call for Opera-
tion Rikhlai in 1993,
1998 and 2003. Each time the call
triggered tension and riot like sit-
uation erupted.

Sources in - the state adminis-
tration said they feared that the
latest warning by the outfit might
deteriorate situation in ATTF in-
fluenced areas, especially the
Khowai sub-division, where sev-
eral incidents of clash between
tribals and Bangladeshis were re-

defy the outfit’s diktat would face ported in the past.
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ess than two

months ago, when

Naga talks with the

Government of
India were stalemated, a
senior Naga leader (not
from the NSCN) told me
that if the Government of
India was not prepared to
be flexible on basic Naga
demands such as “integra-
tion of Naga-inhabited
areas”, then Naga organisa-
tions would hold protests to
press the issue. But what
impact would such protests
have on Delhi? { wondered.
Surely, they would not lis-
ten to a few demonstra-
tions? Ah, but the Naga fig-
ure said, the demonstra-
tions would not be just in
Nagaland, they would be
extended to the Naga-dom-
inated hills of Manipur.
That struck me immediately
as enormously significant
and strategic. A home min-
istry official brushed aside
the threat, saying it would
not amount to much.

A few weeks later, having
visited Nagaland and
Manipur in the space of less
than a week, the impact of
the road  blockade 6n
Manipur is visible as is the
growing reaction there.

The Government of India
and the Manipur govern-
ment could not have miscal-
culated more. Petrol prices
have gone through the roof,
with fuel selling at Rs 75 to
Rs 80 a litre on the black
market. Only two petrol
stations in Imphal are open
to motorists and they limit
the quantity they sell (at the
official fixed rate) to five
litres a vehicle. The queues
are enormous, and many
wait in line not just for
hours but overnight- or as
much as one or two days to
get their due. They leave

their cars overnight in line,

go to work or other assign-
ments and then return to
check the situation.

Five litres is little fuel; for
those needing more, there
is a flourishing black mar-
ket where petrol and diesel
are available in large jerry
cans. Food prices have also
rocketed with potatoes and
onions selling. at several
times their normal price
since the All Naga Students
Association of - Manipur
(ANSAM) began their
blockade of National
Highway 39 which snakes
through the Manipur Hills
into Nagaland. «

On the other side in
Nagaland, they are support-
ed by civil society groups

which are supportive of the -

NSCN’s views and posi-

tions.
deokokskk e

Tough negoﬁotors! 4

THIS has overshadowed
the extension of the cease-
fire between the NSCN (1I-
M) and the Government of
India at Amsterdam for six
months, to be renewed by
another six months. There
have been angry words
from the NSCN leadership
out of the Netherlands on
the pace of negotiations
and the Manipur situation.
But the proceedings: over
these years should have
convinced tough negotia-
tors like Th Muivah of the
NSCN that it would be
unrealistic to assume, that
New Delhi would hasten to
a decision fraught with
political consequences for a
sensitive region where land
is viewed by many groups as
a source of identity.

The point is that despite
the sharp talk, the ceasefire

ke

-

A queue of motorcycles outside a petrol station in Imphal. — EP

process remains’ in place
and secems to be good for
the next year. All of
Manipur suffers. It is not
just the valley Manipuris
who are suffering from the
blockade; all who live in
Manipur (barring. politi-
cians and bureaucrats) are
its victims. So the Naga-
dominated  areas  of

Senapati and Ukhrul, of

Tamenglong and Chandel
(which also has a substan-
tial population of Kukis)
are also facing food and
fuel shortages as well as ris-
ing prices.

In the valley, at least peo-
ple have access to some
form of food security and
alternative crop and cash
savings.

Some of the fallout from
the blockade is interesting:
instead of onions, which

need to be imported, says
Amar Yumnam, economics
professor at  Manipur
University, they use local
herbs.

Traditional Manipuri veg-
etables are also gaining in
popularity. In Imphal, even
at the university which is at
one end of the town, the
sight of village women car-
rying cane basket loads of
vegetables and fruits to sell
in urban areas is an indica-
tion of rural entrepreneur-
ship, driven by hardship.

But it is in the hilis, the
poorest and: most margin-
alised parts of Manipur,
where conditions are per-
haps among the worst.
These regions have never

seen the face of develop- -

ment, a substantial reason
for wanting to opt out. It is
not the issue of being sepa-
rate, as the rhetoric goes,
from the Meiteis since
“time immemorial” or of
being with other Nagas in
this very time-frame (for
which there are few historic
records) that lends logic
and strength beyond emo-
tionalism to the ideology
seeking to break away from

phal Highway 53 tothe south-west of the s

.50 099000 RNV

Manipur. The reality of
having been economically
deprived, underdeveloped
and successfully and contin-
uously marginalised by gov-
ernments at Imphal can
give greater resonance to
this view. But the Nagas are
simply not. pressing this
point hard enocugh. :
As far as the blockade is
concerned, the situation has
been aggravated by a fool-
ish Aecision by Manipur
Chief Minister O Ibobi
ngh to.declare 18 July, the
day that Meitei protesters
died in 2001 campaigning
against the geographical
extension of the Naga

ceasefire to their state, as

“State Integration Day”.
That was asking for trouble
as it flies in the face of the
“official” Naga negotiating
position as declared by the
NSCN of Naga “integra-
tion” involving slices of
Manipur. Had Ibobi Singh
not done this and restrained
himself to simply declaring
it a holiday on the day

before the anniversary as in

the past, under existing gov-
ernment powers, the back-
lash would have been less
devastating.

- Sokckgskskokok

lbobi must go

BEFORE that declaration,
he could have gone to
Senapati and negotiated
with the students. But if he
tried to do that now, as they
are demanding, it would be
unacceptable to the Imphal
Valley. He is compromised
as a chief. executive of his
state. . The decision was
nothing short of reckless
and the reaction to” the
blockade is now building up
in Manipur with organisa-
tions and student groups
organising counter-demon-
strations to demand an end
to the blockade.

Yet, on the whole, the
Meiteis have been-unusual-
ly restrained as. they- are
acutely aware that their
maturity is on trial here and
hasty reactions could
strengthen the campaign to
divide Manipur. Other eth-

"the bdsic essentials.

_— i
tate. — Eastern Projections.

ng tragedy

nic groups have jumped
into the situation by adding
their -own special demands
(full-fledged sadar district,
for one). - For the sake of
human rights, it is time to
end this blockade. People
who are already poor and
deprived, are going without
No
group, however. legitimate
its demands may be, has the
right to drive people to the
edge of starvation. One
cannot recall of any part of
the“country which has been
held to a state of siege like
this (we in the North-cast
are amazingly innovative in
devising new ways of tortur-
ing- ourselves) with the
Government of India and
the state government being
but helpless spectators.
New Delhi is probably
scared of taking a tough line
and breaking the blockade
for fear of disrupting the
longest running talks to

close the longest running

insurgency in the region.
Yet, it is evident that while
the talks appear to be run-
ning out of steam, the latter
seems to be gaining in
strength. But there is one
basic issue here that both
the Congress leadership,
the Govérnment of India
and the Congress and- its
allies in Manipur must
address quickly: Tbobi Singh
has become a huge liability
in Manipur. He has been
bailed out by Governor SS
Sidhu at least twice but took -
this decision on Integration
Day without consulting
him.

He must be replaced and
soon by a senior political fig-
ute from the Imphal Valley if
Manipur, walking the tight-
rope once again, is to be .
saved from further tragedy.
Then negotiations with
ANSAM and other groups
can begin. This may be a
short-term measure — but it is
a legitimate political option.
There is .another option:
President’s rule. But that
should -not be considered if
an  alternative  leader
emerges from within the
Manipur Congress Party. /
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<Truce renewed,
1\\ But Naga solution needs ;ompromiset;ﬁ%r

he ceasefire extension in Nagaland by another six months

comes as saving grace for NSCN(IM) general secretary Th
Muivah, who left Delhi last month after several round of talks |
failed to make any headway and was reportedly thinking in
terms of pulling out of the truce altogether. As in 2004, the
ceasefire was renewed on the day its terms wete to expire.
Last year the NSCN(IM) agreed only after the UPA govern-
ment dropped the clause in its common minimum program-
me to maintain the “territorial integrity of north-eastern
states”, implying no-acceptance of the demand for a single ad-
ministrative unit. The UPA was aware of the implications of
such a demand and should have stuck to its guns, but the
genial prime minister assured Naga leaders of exploring all
possibilities. The previous NDA regime took the NSCN(IM)
leadership for a ride by accepting the “uniqueness” of Naga
history that they were never under India and assured them of
a homeland. More than this, its main objective was to win
friends by indulging the NSCN(IM) and it was able to send
seven members to the Nagaland assembly in 2003. It also
masterminded. the fall of the Congress government, in spite
of its absolute majority, in Arunachal Pradesh. But the Nagas
were left high and dry when Atal Behari Vajpayee told them
in October 2003 that the question of a singular upit had to be
decided by the people of the three states concerned.

The idea behind NSCN(IM) agreeing to only six months’
extension instead of the usual one year is to put pressure on
the Centre. But if eight years of truce could achieve nothing,
one wonders how this can be settled in the next few months.
The comment by former chief minister Hokishe Sema, now a
BJP leader, that unification of Naga areas “should not be at
the cost of disintegrating other communities and -(causing)
turmoil in the north-east” may have attracted NSCN(IM) irg~
but his appears to be a sensible summation of the situatiop(if
peace in the region is to be of overriding concern. :



Naga ceasefire
to be exte\&led

'NEW DELHI, July 31, — The Centre and
the major Naga group, NSCN(I-M), have
decided to extend the ceasefire for another
six months beginning tgmorrow in a bid to
consolidate the ongoing peace talks between
the two sides to resolve the five-decade-old

‘insurgency in Nagaland. .

" The decision to extend truce was reached

after intensive deliberations between the two
sides at Amsterdam during 29-30 July,”
sources said. ‘

The Indian side was represented by
Centre’s interlocutor on Nagaland, Mr K
Padmanabhaiah, and IB joint director Mr
Ajit Lal. The Naga leaders were led by the
NSCN(I-M) general secretary Mr T Muivah

~ The next round of peace talks is likely to
be held in Bangkok; sources said.

The ceasefire, which came in force in 1997;
has since been renewed every yeat to facili-
taté negotiations to bring an end to Asia’s
longest running insurgency. This is the first
“oceasion that the ceasefire is being extended
“on a half-yearly basis.

The NSCN(I1-M) was said to be upset with
the  Manipur government’s decision to
announce holiday on June 18 in support of
the bodies which celebrate the day as
“Integrity Day”. - k) '

The group however committed to extend
the ‘truce period, which expired today, by
another six months after consultations with
their colleagues in Bangkok, sources said.

The key demand of NSCN(I-M) is cre-
ation of “Greater Nagaland” comprising
existing Nagaland and contiguous - Naga-
inthabited areas of Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. The majority Meitis in
Manipur are against any disintegration and
the state had witnessed violent ‘agitation in
2001 ‘when the ceasefire was extended to
Manipur and had to be later withdrawn.

Naga students have imposed an indefinite
economic blockade in the four hill districts of
Manipur since June 20, demanding that the
holiday be withdrawn.
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he talks between the leaders of the
Nationalist Socialist Council of
Nagalim (NSCN-IM) and the

. Government of India had brought
some hope of a solution to the conflict but the

Naga leaders have returned to their base, dis-

appointed with their progress.

ne is left with the impression that the

talks have failed because of the rigid stand of

* both the sides, Two issues that stand in the
way of their success are the integration of all
the Naga inhabited areas with Nagalim or

Greater Nagaland and a federation with

India. The problem can be solved only if both

are ready to show some flexibility an these

issues. -

Only 16 of the 27 Naga tribes live in
Nagaland. The rest including the bnggm are
ipread over Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam and Manipur. The Naga
aspiration to unite all’ of them
under a single banner meets with
fierce resistance from these states, |
They want to maintain their territo-
rial mt gnty There was bloodshed
in June 2001 when the Government
of India extended the ceascfire with
the NSCN-IM 10 all Naga-inhabit-
ed areas.

The nuon-Nugas of  Manipur
viewed it as recognition of Nagalim,
The bloodshed that followed is
remembered as Martyrs’ Day. The
emotions these events arouse have
become a permanent obstacle to {8
the success of the talks.

During the 2001 crisis, the Naga

torial integrity. Similar is the fate of a federa-
tion which is interpreted as independence.
It is not necessarily the ¢ase. The demand
for autonomy is strong o much of the Nowth-
east that feels dominated by outsiders. who
control its cconomy and-teeat it as a supplicr
of raw material and buyer of finished prod-
ucts from the rest of India. Also, many states
in the rest of lndia want a federat system to
replace the present unitary structure,
The Naga leaders are demanding greater
autonomy and more power than such a fed-
eral structure would allow. Negotiations
seem 10 have got stk on a vigdd stand
around it, One believes, that it is possible to
get round this block through a creative dia-

Open F_er"‘"

Hoho (Su ‘rmme Teibal Council)
went round the North-cast ¢xplain- ©
ing its stand to other communities,
At one such dialogue with civil soci-
ety members at Guwahati it
vealised that no territorial change was accept-
able to the neighbouring states and that thy
had to find a compromise acceptable 10 alt of
them.

One of the suggestions was that all the
Naga-inhabited areas of the neighbouring
states be brought under the Sixth Schedule

that ‘makes the formation of the district |

autonomous councils possible and that the
Naga Hoho should have a say in their run-
ning. Territorial integrity would thus be pre-
served but the' Naga communities woulc?

united emotionally and would be self-govern-
“ing within the existing states, One is left with
the impression that no such face-saving com-

promise is being thought of in the prescnt.
diglogue -and that thg NSCN-IM and the

Government of India have got stuck on terri-

oy

Manipur's Senapati disirict residents put up.
road blockades. — Robert Sapam

fogue on the meamng of o toderaon 1 a
mudti-cubtural vountey ke fndin The NSON-
IM stand can be a stacting point 1o arrive at
compromises, not the end product.

That requires ﬂexnbxht) which is, BO¢ possi-
ble without civil societys  involvement. Til
now the dialogue has been exclusively
between the Government of biadia and the
militant outtits.

Nagaland has many civ i soviety groups hke
the Naga Women's Organisation and. N
Mothers” Association that have been dis-
cussing possible alternatives and have been
active In the search tor peace. They are fol-
lowing in the footsteps of inary Naga tribes in
which women have functionad s mtermedi-
aries in inter-tribal contlicis, Both the
Government of India and the mitaant outfits

of the other unquestioningly. Ck

Naga ‘imbroglio.

however, have lgmmd beem Also, the
chuiches of Nagaknd have been trying o
bring vagious wibes together and chy
tMmmreﬂeﬁmmwOﬁN&mdﬁhw
want,

Their imvolvement i the dtalogue cam

make a sme difference to, the peage
g s, Movement tor
rs n tihe forefront of denowRe-

ing hum:m rgmsvmmby the skate and
the mikitants, As a s, both consider it am
coewmy but Ws voice & heavd with some
respect by many Nagas. Ome can add; othes
groupsmbirm bolhwiminam«)umgﬁp

Nagaland oG IS, tying 0 make
is that thewmmc@mmbebwkeum &
dialdgue that does not go beyond the stated;
POSIHORS.,

Neither  the NSCN-IM the
Government of kadia can accept the position,

CNCC-

building measwics that are required:
| foi it cannot be buikt through a dja-
| bogue in which the state and a mili-
‘ @ outfit are the only interlogu-
§ tors. A broad social and political
¥ baso has to be buili by involving
boclies that have a base in theis
B society. Otherwise, even a solution,
found through this dialogue cap
flounder. That & what has hap-
pxn,ed among the Bodos, The st
oI o an updersianding with one
3 ottt and grapted e the Bode
Torritorial Countit, The other ougtir
Was ignored so.were groups belong-
| ing 10 other commmwaities. living
! within deir territory.
| As a2 result, the peace they
“i1 arrived at can at best be called ten:
1 wons. Conflicts continug angd ey
was, mch violence during the
rocent elections to the Bodo
Territonial Council. The Naga dia-
logue, 100, is with one of the two
outfits and the other 18 bouad: ko reicet aay
soltition thit they may arsive a8 Yhe conilic
wilk comtinue., Atk of thewm can be brought to
the table only with the help of religious bod-
ies and the civil sogiety.

IIOE

More # antly, the message of talking
onfy to militant outfis is Wt the sl s

ready 0 alk only whem a copwmunity resolis
o viokence, By involving civil and religious
bodies, the dialogue can be taken boyomnd;
these Hivnits and can kead o, creative solutions.

Besides, such a solation Will be accepied; by

their society i gereral. That requires mwie

creativity and greater flexibility than what the
two sides have shown tilf now.

(The awthor is Director, Nomiy Eqsiems, Social

Rescarch Contre, Guwabrat / /
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Assam

political icons

RAHUL Karmakar
Guwahati, July 25

A FOR Aasu, B for Bangladeshi, C
for cut-off date, D for ‘D’ (doubt-
ful) voters, E for electoral rolls, F
for foreigners... Thus read the al-
phabetical chart in the years that
followed the six-year Assam Agi-
tation between 1979 and 1985.

The All Assam Students Union
or Aasu-—none messes with it in
Assam—would have occupied the
first spot in this chart by any oth-
er name. So would the ubiquitous
Bangladeshi, a popular synonym
for ‘foreigner’, ‘alien’ and ‘illegal
immigrant’, the second spot.

Some 50 lakh Bangladeshis—
MHA had aired this figure last
year only to retract, while former
chief minister Hiteswar Saikia
put the number at 40 lakh in the
early 1990s—are believed to be the
root of all evil in Assam. They are
blamect for demographic inva-
sion, spread of Islamic terrorism
and the increasing crime rate,
though no one grudges the fact
that they are a source of cheap
labour. But for all their shortcom-
ings, Bangladeshis have invari-
ably had a hand in giving Assam
her political icons besides shap-
ing the destinies of political par-
ties, national or regional. And
their “‘influence”, direct or indi-
rect, has penetrated other states
in the Northeast, too.

The Aasu shot to prominence
during the pre-Emergency stu-
dents’ unrest that swept the coun-
try in 1974, but it became a force to
reckon. with after 1979, the year
when the movement primarily
against Bangiadeshi settlers took
roots. The anti-alien stir gave As-
sam a couple of political icons—

b ?'\M

Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and
Bhrigu Kumar Phukan.

The signing of the Assam Ac-
cord in 1985 led to the formation
of the Asom Gana Parishad. It
swept the Assembly elections that
yvear, and Mahanta became the
country’s youngest chief minis-
ter with Phukan as his deputy.
Differences between gradually
saw Phukan being elbowed out of
the political centrestage.

Mahanta returned to power a
decade later, and this time he had
a fair share of the support of im-
migrants, whom the AGP had vir-
tually overlooked the first time.
The change in scenario was un-
derstandable; immigrant Mus-
lims are a deciding factor in 35 of
the 126 Assembly seats spread
across six minority-dominated
districts of Assam.

Ousted by the very party he
had formed, Mahanta is believed
to be a spent force today. And 26
years after he became a house-
hold name, his place has been tak-
en by a tribal MP, who had a lo-
calised appeal until July 12 this
year, the day when the Supreme
Court struck down the con-
tentious Illegal Migrants (Deter-
mination by Tribunal) Act of
1983. Like Mahanta, Sarbananda
Sonowal owes his political ascent
to the Bangladeshis. His return to
Assam a week after the SC verdict
befitted that of a superstar, for it
was his petition in April 2000 (he
was the Aasu president then) that
turned it against the IM(DT) Act.
But he was humility personified:
“This victory is dedicated to the
martyrs of anti-foreigners agita-
tion who had sacrificed their lives
for the state and its indigenous
population.”

THE YiniigT g T
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Truce mghtmares,

%\\‘% N-E evidence conclusive ¥

entre would be in gross miscalculation if it believes a
ceaseflre with North-east rebel groups will bring about
lasting peace. Barring Meitei insurgents who have refused to
sue for peace, Delhi has brokered truce with the Achik Natio-
nal Volunteer Council (Garo Hills), Dima Halam Daoga
(Karbi Anglong), National Liberation Front of Tripura and
National Degmocratic Front of Boroland. The Bru (Reang)
National Liberation Front recently came to an understanding
with the Mizoram government to surrender arms. Peace re-
turned to Mizoram in 1986 after two decades of rebellion but
the state had to deal with the Hmar uprising in the 1990s and
the BNLF emerged to fight for the rights of those Reangs
who fled Mizoram following ethuic riots and are languishing
in Tripura retugee camps. Hopefully this will be amicably
solved though Aizawl has promised to take back only “genu-
ine” citizens. Admittedly, the ceasefire has brought respite to
Nagaland but under its cover militants indulge in rampant
extortion by way of collection “tax”.

ANVC cadre are said to have tried to endear themselves to
locals by organising cricket and football games and contribu-
ting an ambulance to a charitable organisation and to the tsu-
nami relief fund. Such intention is laudable but they must be
governed by ceasefire ground rules. It is just as well that the
Meghalaya government has now thought of confining them to
their designated camps. But how long will they stay in and
waste their youthful resources? Disappointed, the NLFT lea-
ders disappeared within a few days of signing the ceasefire.
The UPA must desist from using the truce for political gain,
as the Vajpayee government did. At the same time, it mlst
guard against ceasefire nightmares.

|
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~Understanding a controversial legislation

M.S. Prabhakara

HE ILLEGAL Migrants (Determina-

tion by Tribunals) Act, 1983, which the

Supreme Court recently struck down

as unconstitutional, was a Central leg-
islation applicable only to Assam. Prior to its
legislation in October 1983, the Foreigners Act,
1946 was the only law dealing with matters relat-
ing to the entry of foreigners into India through-
out the country.

Among other observations in the judgment,
two made towards the end of paragraphs 28 and
42 are noteworthy. “A deep analysis of the IMDT
Act and the Rules made thereunder would reveal
that they have been purposely so enacted or
made so as to give shelter or protection to illegal
migrants who came to Assam from Bangladesh
on or after 25 March, 1971, rather than to identi-
fy or deport them.”

Later, after finding mostly on the basis of a
report to the President sent by the Governor of
Assam on November 8, 1998, that illegal migra-
tion from Bangladesh into Assam had led to a
situation where Assam was facing “external ag-
gression and internal disturbance,” the judg-
ment says: “[T]he provisions of the IMDT Act
and the Rules made thereunder clearly negate
the constitutional mandate contained in Article
355 of the Constitution, where a duty has been
cast upon the Union of India to protect every
State against external aggression and internal
disturbance. The IMDT Act which contravenes
Article 355 of the Constitution is, therefore,
wholly unconstitutional and must be struck
down.”

A brief recapitulation of the background and
circumstances of the enactment of the IMDT
Act is necessary to understand why and how this
contentious and divisive legislation, driven both

CARTOONSCAPE

While admitting the opportunism that went"
into the making of the Illegal Migrants Jppe
(Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, 2k
the political circumstances that had

made it necessary at that point of

time cannot be ignored.

by opportunism and necessity, was enacted. For
this one has to go back to the unique character of
Assam’s representativeness, such as it was, in
the Seventh Lok Sabha elected in the January
1980 general elections.

When those elections were held, the Assam
agitation was in full swing. As part of the ag-
itation programme, there was a call for the boy-
cott of the Lok Sabha elections. In the event,
elections could be held only in two constitu-
encies, Silchar and Karimganj (SC), both in the
Bengali-dominated Barak Valley where the As-
sam agitation had little impact or even relevance
— then. However, no elections could be held in
the remaining 12 constituencies in the Brah-
maputra Valley, in 10 of which even nominations
were not filed. Other problems were created to
ensure that elections could not be held in the
other two constituencies as well.

Three years later, when in related, but far
more tense and bloody circumstances, the elec-
tions to the Assam Assembly were forced
through in February 1983, the Election Commis-
sion also decided to complete the electoral proc-
ess in the 12 Lok Sabha constituencies. The
farcical nature of these elections is a matter of

/0)(6\0}M
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record set out in the Report of the State’s Chief
Electoral Officer and other documents of the
Election Commission. Despite all efforts, elec-
tions could not be held in seven of the 12 constit-
uencies. In other words, half of the Lok Sabha
constituencies, and the majority of the constitu-
encies in the Brahmaputra Valley, remained un-
represented throughout the life of the Seventh
Lok Sabha. It was this Lok Sabha that passed the
IMDT Act.

It is easy to get indignant about the manip-
ulation of the electoral process, and the invidi-
ousness of the provisions of the IMDT Act that
are now anyway history. However, while ad-
mitting the opportunism that went into the
making of the Act, one also has to consider the
political circumstances that made the Act neces-
sary at that point of time. Failing to note this
would be surrendering to the populist and dan-
gerous perception that ‘politics,” and everything
associated with public affairs, is tainted beyond
repair and the only alternative is ‘non-political
politics’, whatever it may mean. This is the way
to fascism.

The IMDT Act was passed on October 15,
1983, barely eight months after the bloodstained

w ON “THE
PLUS SIDE,

AlL THE PAINT ..

| HAVE NOT EXHAUSTED

elections of February 1983, and received the
President’s assent on December 25, 1983.
Though the carnage was generalised, the major-
ity of the victims were descendants of erstwhile
migrants, legally from East Bengal and, after
Partition, illegally from East Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, overwhelmingly Muslim.

Formally, the All Assam Students Union and
the political parties and leaders who emerged
out of the Assam agitation have always main-
tained that their agitation made no distinction
between an ‘infiltrator’ (Muslim) and a ‘refugee’
(Hindu). However, such a distinction, that also
reflects a political reality whatever be the nor-
mative stand of the AASU, remains central to the
national policy, though never clearly speit out;
but more openly acknowledged by the BJP and
other parties of the Hindutva persuasion. More
crucially, to the extent that the policy has been
implemented, this distinction has remained cen-
tral irrespective of the political and ideological
complexion of the Union Government.

This arrangement that had worked with its
usual incompetence broke down under the pres-
sure of forces released during the Assam ag-
itation, especially in the face of the repression let
loose by the state to control the violence that
became an inescapable part of the resistance to
the holding of the elections. A semblance of
normal voting took place only in minority-dom-
inated constituencies. A government elected on
a transparently flawed mandate secured on the
strength of the support extended by the minor-
ities had to be responsive to this support base,
traumatised in the extreme by the violence it had
experienced. This was the political rationale,
indeed the political necessity, for the IMDT Act.

True to its culture, this political necessity was
implemented with the utmost opportunism and
dishonesty that resonate in every word of the
legislation, especially its preamble.

This too is history. However, history has its
own ways of intruding on the present and setting
the agenda for the future in the oddest of ways.
One of the points made in the judgment while
expatiating on the relative merits of the Foreign-
ers Act, 1946, and the IMDT Act is that in West
Bengal where the Foreigners Act applies and
where an analogous situation prevails vis-d-vis
the illegal migration from Bangladesh, many
more illegal aliens had been detected and de-
ported than in Assam where the IMDT Act
prevails. " :

The figures

Inquiries were initiated in 3,10,759 cases un-
der the IMDT Act but only 10,015 were declared
as illegal migrants and finally only 1,481 were
physically expelled up to April 30, 2000. In West
Bengal where the Foreigners Act is applicable,
4,89,046 people were actually deported between
1983 and November 1986, which is a lesser peri-
od, and even this result was termed unsatis-
factory in the counter affidavit filed by the Union
of India.

The key words in the passage are ‘physically
expelled’ used in respect of the 1,481 persons
established as illegal migrants in Assam, and
‘deported’ in respect of the 4,89,046 illegal mi-
grants from West Bengal. Anyone even with the
most superficial familiarity with the border re-
gions in Assam (and West Bengal) will see such
claims for what they are — little more than fig-
ures in records.

The inescapable reality is that the movement
of people from Bangladesh into India — and not
merely into States bordering Bangladesh — has
created an irreversible shift in the balance of
forces. No legal or ‘informal’ methods such as
‘push back’ across the border at a spot loosely
policed on the other side, with the hope that the
persons so pushed back will not return, can sub-
stantially alter the situation on the ground.
Above all, none of these policies takes into ac-
count the single-mindedness of the Government
(s) of Bangladesh, whose policies vis-d-vis this
region have had a consistency going back to the
period before Partition.



“Manipur fuel starved;
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schools, colleges closed”’

Nothing is available in the State hit by an economic blockade

Iboyaima Laithangbam

IMPHAL: All educational institu-
tions in Manipur were closed in-
definitely on Thursday as buses
and vans transporting students
suspended services for lack of
fuel supply. Work in government
offices and hospitals has also
been disrupted as doctors and
officials could not go there.

Virtually nothing is available
in Manipur as the All-Naga Stu-
dents Association of Manipur
(ANSAM) has since June 20
clamped an economic blockade
demanding the scrapping of the
declaration of June 18 as a State
integration day holiday.

Thousands of vehicles queued
up along the roads leading to
petrol pumps three days ahead
of scheduled distribution. Ra-
tioning increased as the stock
dwindled.

Food and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Pheorijam Parijat told
The Hindu that efforts were on
to distribute fuel for school and
college vehicles.

The Manipur Government
has stopped bringing stranded
oil tankers and trucks from As-
sam via Nagaland with armed es-
cort. Following the blasting of a
major bridge along National
Highway 53 by militants on
Wednesday, hundreds of oil
tankers and trucks, which had
gone to Assam, could not return
to Imphal.

One person was killed and
three persons fell into the turbu-
lent Irung river in the impact of
the blast on the bridge, which
was completely destroyed. It is
said the town commander of the
National Socialist Council of Na-
galand (Isak Muivah), in charge
of Tamenglong district, was also
killed.

The bridge will be recon-
structed on a war-footing, a spo-
kesperson of 25 Bn Border Road
Task Force told this correspond-
ent. A suspension bridge would
be installed by July 24.

All bridges on NH 53 are being
guarded.

BLOCKADE FUELS SCARCITY: Two-wheelers line up outside a fuel station in
Imphal on Thursday, a day ahead of the rationed supply of petrol. - PHOTO: PTI

In the wake of the blast, Chief
Minister Okram Ibobi and Rajya
Sabha member Rishang Keish-
ing met on Wednesday. On
Thursday, Lok Sabha member
Mani Charanamei called on Mr.
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Ibobi. Mr. Ibobi has asked Naga
leaders and non-governmental
organisations to get the block-
ade lifted. or, there is a possi-
bility o ‘fdg communal fallout as
Manipurfs fave become restive.

'W‘Jﬁ Li

The ANSAM has informed the
Government that it will partici-
pate in talks if Governor S.S. Sid-
hu meets its members. M. Ibobi
hliis said he has no objection to
this.




Act of dis

Q: What is the IMDT Act?

A: The Illegal Migrants (Deter-
mination by Tribunals) Act
came into existence on October
15, 1983, at the height of the anti-
foreigner agitation launched by
the All-Assam Students’ Union.
It is an instrument for detection
of illegal migrants (from
Bangladesh) and their expulsion
form the state of Assam. While
the IMDT Act operates only in
Assam, the Foreigners Act (1946)
applies to the rest of the country.
The IMDT Act is applicable to
the Bangladeshi nationals who
settled in Assam on or after
March 25, 1971.

Q: What does the Act have to do with
the Assam Accord?

A: The Assam Accord was signed on
August 14, 1985, between former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the
All Assam Students Union (AASU)
and the All Assam Gana Sangram
Parishad (AAGSP) leaders to end the
anti-foreigner agitation. As per the ac-
cord, the foreigners who came to As-
sam after January 1, 1966, and up to
March 24, 1971, would be detected and
their names deleted from the electoral
rolls. And the foreigners who came on
or after March 25, 1971, would be ex-
pelled after their detection. A Novem-
ber 1985 amendment to the Indian cit-
izenship law allowed non-citizens who
entered Assam between 1966 and 1971
to have all the rights of citizenship ex-
cept the right to vote for a period of
ten years. Critics of the IMDT Act be-
lieve that its provisions prevented the
implementation of the Assam Accord
in full.

Q:What were the controversial provi-
sions of the IMDT Act?

» g JUL 2005

A:Under sub section (I) of Section 8 of
the Act, any person may make an ap-
plication to the tribunal for its deci-
sion whether the person whose name
and other particulars are given in the
application is or is not an illegal im-
migrant. However, for

Al eipt of an applica-
tion, the tribunal issues a no-
tice to the prescribed authority
calling upon it to furnish, after
making an inquiry, a report to
the tribunal with regard to it.
If the tribunal is satisfied that
the person named in the appli-
cation is not an illegal migrant
or that the application is frivo-
lous or has not been made in
good faith, the tribunal after
giving the applicant an oppor-
tunity to be heard, rejects the
application.

If, however, there are reason-
able grounds to believe that the
person named in the applica-
tion is an illegal migrant, the tribunal
issues a notice to the person named in
the application, calling upon him to
produce, within 30 days from the date
of receipt of the notice, such evidence
as he may think fit in support of his
defence. Beyond this,

making such an appli- there is a provision for
cation, it is condition- two layers of appeal—
al that the person/ille- the Appellant Tri-
gal immigrant in rela- LEARN I NG bunal as well as the
tion to whom the ap- g : : High Court.

plication is made, i Q: How many cases
must reside within 3 F have been pursued un-
km from the place of yﬂ §§ der the IMDT Act?

residence of the appli-

cant. Otherwise, the tribunal
will not entertain the application.
Further, as per the Act, the burden of
proving that a person is a foreigner is
on the applicant who complains that a
particular person is an illegal mi-
grant. The Foreigners Act, 1946, which
applies to the rest of India, places the
burden of proving a person to be a cit-
izen of India on the suspect.

Q: How does the tribunal work?
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A: According to a
Supreme Court observation, 310,759
enquiries were initiated under the
IMDT Act, while only 10,015 persons
were declared illegal migrants and
only 1,481 illegal migrants were phys-
ically expelled up to April 30, 2000. It
also noted that in the case of West
Bengal, where the Foreigners Act
was applicable, 489,046 persons
were deported between 1983 and
November 1999,



Tribunals to be doubled under
Foreigners Act immediately Yo

' To dispose of pending cases expeditiously; Gogoi assure

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: After the Supreme
Court scrapping the Hlegal Mi-
grants (Determination by Tribu-
nals) Act, the Assam Chief
Minister Tarun Gogoi on Satur-
day said the State Government
would carry out the detection
and deportation of foreign na-
tionals under the provisions of
the Foreigners Act as laid down
in the apex court order.

As an immediate measure, the
Chief Minister said, the number
of tribunals under the Foreign-
ers Act would be doubled to 32 to
decide upon the pending cases
expeditiously.

Addressing a press conference
here, Mr. Gogoi said the Su-
preme Court verdict had created
panic among the minorities who
fear harassment in the name of
detection of foreigners. Assuring
protection to them, he said that
genuine Indian citizens should
not panic or apprehend any
trouble as necessary protection
would be granted to them.

He admitted that the detec-
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= State Government to detect and depomeign nationals

= Successive governments had failed on several counts
while implementing iMDT Act

» AASU fauded for measured response

tion and deportation of foreign
nationals under the IMDT Act
1983 was very slow and the suc-
cessive governments in Assam
had failed on several counts
while implementing it. Till date,
he said, only 1,546 foreign na-
tionals had been deported. As
many as 4,41,842 enquiries were
held of which 1,10,223 were re-
ferred to tribunals after scrutiny
by the screening committee and
23,938 cases were disposed of.
Accusing the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) of trying to spread
communal disharmony, Mr. Go-
goi said the State government
was duty bound to maintain law
and order, peace and tranquillity
in the State. “We will not allow
anybody to create communal
disharmony. Our government

M -

will not tolerate such attempts
by any political party who may
try to derive political mileage
out of the IMDT issue.”

He said it was not the Con-
gress alone which had supported
the IMDT Act. The Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) had implement-
ed it while in power. “It was only
when AGP joined hands with the
BJP that it started making
noises. Neither the BJP nor the
AGP took any concrete mea-
sures to detect foreigners, main-
ly Bangladeshis, and stop further
infiltration. He said the AGP-
BJP did not hold tripartite talks
with the Centre, the Assam Gov-
ernment and the All Assam Stu-
dents Union (AASU) to stop
infiltration. “We have already
held [a] tripartite meeting and
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are taking effective measures to
check infiltration at border al-
so,” he said.

Lauding the AASU for its mea-
sured, mature and responsible
reaction to the Supreme Court
verdict on the IMDT Act, Mr.
Gogoi said that it was wrong to
dub all sections of minorities as
foreigners. Besides increasing
the number of tribunals from
the present 16 to 32 under the
Foreigners Act, the State Gov-
ernment would also update the
National Register of Citizens
within next two years.

He said the GoM set up by the
Centre to go into the vexed prob-
lem of infiltration would consid-
er views of all political parties
and groups before reaching a
consensus on how to tackle the
problem on several fronts. Mr.
Gogoi also met the Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, Union .
Home Minister Shivraj Patil and |
the UPA chairperson and Con- |
gress president, Sonia Gandhi.
He said the Government has de-
cided not to file a review petition
before the Supreme Court.
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D(.{&}C( Ibobi must end economlcb kade o

mphal Valley residents have become so immune to reports

of shooting, extortion, bandh, militant-security force en-
counters —- real or fabricated — and economic blockade that
they have learnt to take these in their stride. Nagas, both in-
Nagaland and Manipur’s Senapati district, have, over the past
few years, held them to ransom by blockading the main life-
line, the 213-km Imphal-Dimapur Road (National Highway
39), and also the Imphal-Silchar Road (NH53), one protest
lasting as long as 33 days. Another 45-day blockade called by
the Movement for Tribal People’s Rights was cut short after
the government agreed to look into their demand to send gra-
duate teachers angd doctors to the. hills. However legitimate
this demand might have been, Nagas in Senapati have also
“punished” truck owners by burning 25 oil-laden tankers for
what they called failure to pay “annual tax”.

" Incidentally, the NSCN(IM) draws its cadres mostly from
Senapati, contiguous to Nagaland. The indefinite highway
blockade the All Naga Students Association of Manipur has
called since 18 June has already heightened tensions between
Nagas and Manipuris. It is in protest against the Manipur
government’s decision to declare 18 June “State Integrity
Day” in memory of those protesters killed in 2001 when the
Centre announced the extension of ceasefire to Manipur’s .
four hill districts under the “June 2001 Bangkok accord” with
the NSCN(IM). The ANSAM feels this goes against the
Nagas’ demand for Greater Nagaland. What has added fuel
to fire is the declaration of the day as a restricted government
holiday. The Ibobi Singh government has to deal carefully
with this sensitive issue lest it goes out of hand. There have
been reports of mob violence following assault on protesters

" by security forces. Having twice spurned government feelers
for negotiation, the ANSAM is said to be ready for talks at
Senapati itself, but only on its terms. The simple answer to the
problem, without loss of face, would be for the government to
retract its decision and for the ANSAM to promise not to
hold public rallies demanding Greater Nagaland.
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‘Centre calls Army to help

end Nagala

the Nagas’ continuing blockade of
the Dimapur-Imphal national highway
severely cutting off supplies to Manipur,

the Centre has turned to the Army to help clear the
only alternate route — the Silchar-Imphal highway
of Meiti undergrounds — to enable trucks to pass
through without facing extortion and other threats.

Though both NH-39 (Dima- e
pur-Imphal) and  NH-53 T
(Silchar-Imphal) connect the [§
land-locked Manipur with other {3
states, itis the former that serves
as the life-line of supplies to Im- |y
phal. The NH53, on the other |.
hand, is useless given that the
Meiti rebels dominate vast
stretches of the highway. The [
Meiti insurgent groups—which k
include People’s Liberation Army (PLA), United
National Liberation Front (UNLF) and Manipur
Peoples’ Liberation Front (MPLF) — are not only
known to pose a security threat to supplies and men
moving through NH53 but they have also set up
“extortion” posts along the highway and demand a
hefty fee to let the vehidles pass through.

With the blockade in Manipur showing no signs
of ending — there hasbeen virtually no movement
of transport vehicles and trucks beyond Nagaland-
Manipur border on NH-39 for last several days,
even as supplies of essential good and commaodities
dry up fast in Manipur— Centre has not only asked
the Okram Ibobi Singh government to deal firmly
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d blockade

with the Naga protestors on NH-39, but has also
brought in the Army to sanitise the NH-53 and en
able supplies from Silchar.

The Army has already started clearing the Meiti-
dominated stretches of the Assam-Manipur high-
way. The extortion “checkpoints” are being
brought down and the undergrounds manning
them, dealt with. The Centre feels that the crack-
down upon Meiti extortionists coupled with
heightened visibility of the Army along the high-
way will instil a sense of security
and confidence among the
truck drivers to start using the
route more frequently. The
Army will also give a special
cover to trucks bringing in es-
sential supplies like oil, etc.

Manipur has been facing a
loud protests from the All Naga
Students Assocation of Ma-

: nipur (ANSAM) ever since the
Tbobi Singh government declared June 18 as a hol-
iday on account of “Integrity Day” in view of the
sacrifices made by 18 Manipuris as part of the “great
June uprising” of 2001. All of them were killed in a
firing as they agitated against extension of the Cen-
tre-NSCN(I-M) ceasefire to Manipur. The ceasefire
was later withdrawn from the state in view of the
violent protests.

The Manipur-based Nagas feel that declaration of
“Integrity Day” comes in the way of their demand
for integration of all Naga-inhabited areas, includ-
ing those falling in Manipur, Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh. Nagas dominate Ukhrul, Senapati and
Tamenglong districts of Manipur.
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“To the dustbi

- ties the hands of authorities,

of history

-1 a stinging indictment of
the Congress and its sup-
-porters, which have long
battled to retain an ille-
gal law which enables illegal
migration to take place and

the Supreme Court has ban-
ished the Illegal Migrants
Determination by Tribunal
Act to where it belongs — the
dustbin of history.

There was great jubilation -
in many parts of Assam, with
people thronging the streets
in universities and outside colleges,
especially near the offices of the All

Assam Students’ Union and the international laws on the problem of affected by the BJP charge.

NORTH by NORTH EAST

SANJOY HAZARIKA

Bench headed by the Chief Justice,
Mr RC Lahoty, flew in the face of.

there is concern in “minority”

arcas) about the impact of the
Supreme Court judgment and
there even has been a two-day
bandh called in areas where the
writ of the minorities runs. How
will they live and work? Will
they be harassed? These are
genuine questions before gen-
uine citizens and no amount of
political statements will assuage
their concerns. i dme o
So, I go back to Mr Mahajan,
former minister and now secre-
tary of the BJF, that Bengali-speaking
“genuine” Indian Muslims will not be

/A

—

All Assam Students' Union leaders and their supporters celebrafe after the Supreme Court struck down the controversial IMDT Act
in Guwahati on Tuesday. — Eastern Projections

Asom Gana Parishad, the principal
fighters against the tide of immigra-
tion and the Centre’s stupidities to
ignore local concerns to pander to
political whims.

Sarbananda Sonawal, the former
AASU president and now MP
Dibrugarh, basked in the media lime-
light as was only right — it was his lone
battle over five years in the highest
court of the land, aided by fine legal
support, that brought about this his-
toric judgment. .

That Johnny come lately, the BJP,
also wasted little time in celebrating
the event as did the various splinter
groups which make up its support
base.

The Act, declared the three-judge

migration, which are based on the
sound principle that the person

-charged with illegal entry has to prove
his or her bona fides and not the party
which makes the charge.

This is a point that we have repeat-
edly stressed in this column and on
this page ~ that the IMDT truly made
history by standing internationally
recognised norms of detecting and
dealing with illegal entry into a coun-
try on its head.

“Présence of such a large number
-of illegals from Bangladesh, which
runs into millions, was in fact an
‘aggression’ on the state of Assam
and has also contributed serious
‘internal disturbances’ in the shape of
insurgency of alarming proportion
making life of the people of Assam
insecure and the panic generated
thereby has created fear psychosis,”
the order said. .

The application of the IMDT, the
judgement remarked, had made the
life of detecting and deporting for-
eign nationals difficult and it was in
fact “coming to the advantage of such
illegal migrants as any proceedings
against them entirely ends in their
favour, enables them to have a docu-
ment having official sanctity to the
effect that they are not illegal
migrants”.

Hhdkeshdok

SO, it may be said that the wheels of
justice grind exceedingly slow but
they do grind. The Supreme Court
has done what its Parliament should
have done. 1 was reminded of this
during -a television discussion with
Pramod Mahajan of the BJP and
Digvijay Singh of the Congress on
Thursday night. Hosted by Karan
Thapar, I was the unseen but heard
third factor or person in the discus-
sion. Time and again, Karan, who can
be one of the toughest inquisitors on
television that one can ask for, asked
Mr Mahajan why his party had failed
to do anything about repealing the
IMDT.

We got the usual stuff about lack of
numbers and of trying to get it

said nothing about the fact that the
BJP or the NDA, take your pick,
tabled the issues in the last session of
Parliament when everyone knew that
elections were nigh and that nothing
really of importance would get done
and that this issue would not get
through the business of Parliament.
There are some other questions to
be concerned here. There may be
jubilation in many parts of Assam
about the ouster of th. IMDT. But

through Parliament. But Mr Mahajan -

Let us pause for a moment and
reflect on the powerful effect that a
group of student leaders in little
Assam had on India ~ AASU and the
charge of the 1980s when govern-
ments were on bended knees to agita-
tions demanding the ouster of the
illegal immigrants.

That the Asom Gana Parishad, the
natural successor to the AASU,
should have taken a more pragmatic
approach to the question of migra-
tion is hardly surprising — after all,
especially in its second term, it
depended on immigrant votes for its
majority.

This then raises a major and critical
issue: even after the brouhaha of the

Supreme Court verdict has died

down, what do you do about the 20
lakh or two million so-called
Bangladeshis left in Assam and the
not less than 15 million (some say 20
million) in India?

Can they be ousted by force of law?
By the strong arm of the police and
the state?

One doubts it. And this is where
the problem does not go away. And
again, this is where it is critical for us
to take a pragmatic approach and see
what can be done and what cannot.
No government worth its salt will
bring on its head a new law and order
problem by trying to throw out
Bangladeshis. So after, the National
Register of Citizens is readied, let
there be a system of identity cards for
residents and nationals as well as
work permits for those who want to
come. This would give control over
migrants, by ensuring that they do not
illegally settle and acquire citizenship.

It is time that we stopped beating.
the drum about how right we were
about the IMDT.

It is also time for the Government
of India to stop its headlong rush to
confrontation with the people of
Assam by trying to find a way out of
the situation and challenging the
Supreme Court order. Nothing could
be worse for its own position, bad
enough as it is,

Let them honour the struggle for
peoples rights, let them honour histo-
ry. But more important, let them

-learn it - and the principal lesson is

that people, whether of Assam or
elsewhere, do not like to be taken for
granted. The problem has not gone
away: it has only gone for the time
being and we need to understand how
to develop policies that will tackle the
medium and long-term challenges.
Just shouting “illegal immigration”

-and “deportation” will not do.

(read Bengali-speaking Muslim . .

crisis a fortnight

~ for Mani
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. franipur’s predicament is pitiable at this moment. It has become a
-J B rule rathér than exception that practically every second week it
£ ¥ &is shocked out of complacency by a new crisis.

Ore fine morning the place would explode on the issue of custodial
then another day priceless librarics would go up in flames on the

suage issue; in the following days, it would be violent agitations for the
noval of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act; then it would be out-
ies over kidnapping for ransom; then threats to territorial integrity; or
des of highways on any other conceivable excuse. The list is end-
ss as much as it is unpredictable. All of this as the government indulges
in its favourite diplomacy of wait and watch. Therc does not seem to be
anything as pro-active measure in the government's vocabulary.
~Justa week 4go, the issue that dominated headlines was mass resigna-
tion by 230 engineers of the state public works department. complaining
‘of unbearable extortion pressures on them from various underground
organisations. The immediate trigger for their extreme step was the
shooting and mjuring of an executive engincer, RK Mobisana, at his res-
idence for extortion-related matters. But even as this crisis concluded
after assurance by the chief minister, Mr Okram Ibobi, that they would
be given comprehensive security cover, another exploded to take its
P This time Mr Ibobi got himself caught in a labyrinth of his own mak-
ing. Quit  own, obviously on the advice of his kitchen cabinet, (he
- did not | he advice of his official Cabinet) he had declared a state
' , the day 18 people dicd protesting against the exten-
‘ SCN(IM)-Government of India ceasefire without territori-
, , naming it “Integrity Day”. He probably thought he was playing

a cheering gallery in the hope of clectoral gains, but to his dismay, the

move is turning out to be another nightmare he is not sure how to han-
 dle, Naga civit society bodies, who feel this is an official insult to the Naga
~aspiration for a greater unified Naga homeland, are now literally up in
arms, demanding through the familiar coercive means of economically
blockading the state, that he retract the deciston.
- There can be nothing wrong with a state government head opposing
disintegration of the state, but the holiday overture, although a symbol of
this belief, is today acquiring the hue of insult to injury for the Nagas in
‘the state because of ifs il-timing. Mr Ibobi is only asking for trouble by
- stirring the a homet’s nest. How the chief minister must now be wishing
- he could swallow his words, as he has done so many times before, the lat-
est of which was during the script-switch agitation. His obvious fear

' ,Pﬁagyjoubam

be this time he could end up swallowing more than he intends to.
pitulation pow can make him appear like a spineless betrayer of
pur amongst the zealous campaigners of the state’s territorial
ity. On the other hand, the latter just may not be bothered, after all
not 4 holiday they had called for, and holiday or not, their com-
ent would remain just the same. Perhaps, it would do well for the
f minister to gauge their mood and think of an exit strategy.
But the holiday is just the immediate trigger to a problem that runs
misch deeper for it s latched to the question of a greater and sovereign
Naga homeland which has within its map territories of states neighbou-
-ing Nagaland, besides the state of Nagaland. Even if the chief minister
were to withdraw the holiday and the blockade concludes, the problem
d remain waiting to blow up into a crisis again sooner than latter.
le situation is reminiscent of a Manipuri saying that it is impossible
e up somebody who is not asleep or is only pretending 1o he
asieep: Henee, solving the holiday issue cannot be the end of the prob-
- lem although it can delay the crisis.
. But delaying may be vital at this point so that some breathing room is
created during which a resolution to the larger problem can be thought
gotiated. The crisis worsened on 9 July evening, when two per-
of the India Reserve Battalion, IRB posted at Senapati beat up
| supporters of the economic blockade, inflicting a gunshot injury
shoulder of ane of the victims; after a reported drunken brawl.
> what provoked the assault is not known, but the two IRB per-
have been suspended from service pending a probe. Widescale
¢ followed the next day in four Naga-inhabited districts, and 10
nent offices ended up torched by angry crowds.
episode was unfortunate, but expected. It was something that was
to happen. Amidst the tension that had come to engulf the state,
- spark was all that was needed for fires to literally break out.
prayer today in Manipur is that things do not spiral out of control
re is no hiding from the fact that the state has still not come out of
erous and ignitable atmosphere of ethnic tension.
21 the circumstance, there can also be no guarantee whatsoever
re would be no more sparks of the kind that outraged the public
our hill districts, capable of making the state explode into anoth-
erno. The question is, what now? Only a few days ago. the All Naga
Association Manipur, ANSAM, the organisation spearhcading
id show willingness to negotiate a truce with the govern- -
ur N
ing prevented results. The students” body wanted the
nister to come fo their office in Senapati rather than their mak-
trip to the latter’s office to attempt a settlement of the issue.
e can only hope everything is not lost yet, and some sanity would
il s that whatever the nature of the outstanding issues are, even if
- extreme, can be pursued and settled with cool heads and not
st the debris of violent confrontations.
: : (The author is Editor of Imphial Free Press. )




Tllegal migrants in Assam will =
not be hara8ed, says Minister

NEW DELHI: Union Law Minister
H.R. Bhardwaj on Friday said il-
legal Bangladeshi migrants in
Assam “will not be harassed” fol-
lowing the Supreme Court order
striking down as unconstitu-
tional the Illegal Migrants (De-
termination by Tribunal) Act,
1983.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Mr. Bhardwaj said a Group
of Ministers had been formed to
deal with the situation after the
quashing of the IMDT Act. “I

GoM to discuss situation arising from quashing of Act
J. Venkatesan -1\ ave already spoken to the Chief
MQ Minister of Assam, Tarun Gogoi,

and will hold talks with MPs,
MLAs and all the parties con-
cerned to amicably resolve the
issue.”

The Ministermadeitclearthat
the Centre would enforce the
Foreigners Act in Assam. But “I
assure that there will not be any
harassment of any one, including
Indian citizens. The Tribunals
under the Foreigners Act will go
into the issue in accordance with
law.” No drastic steps could be
taken against illegal migrants as

Ywser

human rights was involved.

On amendments to the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code, the Minister
said adelegation oflawyersled by
president of the Madras High
Court Advocates’ Association S.
Prabhakaran had given a repre-
sentation expressing their ap-
prehension  over  certain
provisions. The Amendment Act,
which received the President’s
assent on June 23, would not be
notified till the objections from
the lawyers were considered by
the Government and steps taken
to allay their fears.



A divisiv Vedssue,
per51st§ inl Assam

he striking down by the Supreme Court of the
contentious and deeply divisive Central legisla-
tion, the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tri-
bunals) Act of 1983, as unconstitutional may not
mean the end to the more basic issues that lie behind the
political necessity and opportunism that gave birth to the
legislation. That the Act was on the statute books for more
than two decades before it was found to run foul of the
Constitution is just one indication of the profound contra-
dictions that underlie the functioning of the executive, legis-
lative, and judicial organs of the Indian state. The relatively
lenient IMDT Act was made applicable solely to Assam
while the more stringent Foreigners Act, 1946 applied in the
rest of the country. The nub of the argument of the oppo-
) nents of the legislation who constitute an important and
influential segment of the State’s population is that it unduly
| favours those ‘foreign nationals’ (meaning Bangladeshis)
suspected to be illegally staying in the State. The procedure
for the three ‘D’s, (detection, deletion of names from electo-
ral rolls, and deportation) was seen to be hamstrung by the
« provigton that cast the onus of proving a suspected person to
be an illegal migrant on the state or individual who lodged
_the complaint. The procedure under the Foreigners Act is
«more summary and direct, with the onus being on the
rson impugned to be an alien to establish her or his Indian
stiondlity. From an analysis of the working of the IMDT
Act ifi Assam, thé Supreme Court found that it had been
; holly ineffective and working to the advantage of illegal
j migrants: of the 310,759 cases enquired into, only in 10,015
the persons concerned were declared illegal aliens and just
1,481 of theth were physically expelled up to the end of April
2000. In contrast; in West Bengal where the Foreigners Act
applies, 489,046 persons were deported between 1983 and
1998. The Court saw the presence of millions of illegal
iftnmigrants from Bangladesh as amounting to aggression
against Assam and also as a cause of serious internal disturb-
ances. The enactment was thereforé found to be negating
the Centre’s duty under Article 355 to protect the State from
external aggression and internal disturbance.

The IMDT Act was brought into being in the context of the
ethnic, linguistic, and religious antagonisms that are rooted
in history. They culminated in the infamous forced and
bloodstained elections to the Assam Assembly of February
1983 and the accompanying carnage. However, the special
circumstances of its birth far from ‘contextualising’ the law,
made its invidious features all the more glaring. In an unusu-
al departure from its traditional reserve and going beyond
legal reasoning, the Supreme Court has entered the debate
on the politically divisive foreigners’ issue in the State.
Asserting that millions of Bangladeshi nationals had migrat-
ed illegally, it says their presence has made the life of the
people of Assam “wholly insecure” and hampered the State’s
growth. The Court has further opined that as the rest of the
country saw the State as a disturbed area, there were no
investments and employment opportunities; and this in
turh led to an insurgency. The immediate impact of the
Supreme Cotirt’s ruling is that, as directed in the judgment,
all existing Tribunals under the IMDT Act will have to be
reconstituted under the provisions of the Foreigners Act.
Finally, the judgment clearly marks a setback to the Con-
gress, which has unwisely made the retention of the IMDT
Act the ceffiral plartk of its political programme in the State.
However, the triunmiphalism of the opponents of the Act
following its annulment has the potential for adversely af-
fecting communal harmony — such as still remains. /

/ FRIDAY, JULY 15, 2005 "/
/

15 Jy ampe Wt HINOU



)

B

-

e fz A , 38 GaEng: wiRawlE® wiEw Afde sace
04 wte ST Tt e ) Aiw wmeed A « g e
wy spfiae g e, Rfer sefa 72 Reed (s Bgs
T 2 Rereifs st (1 s @owiin fefomm @ @ 3o
SRR W SRR

Arefss €% A0 2w @l5 “Hfwiw e, AZE WA (AF
SENF TF A (FLHI 6 | WA I 57 I (AR FIEHIR
3% S AR o) BB wiza R vt aRNE SaEy F40E,
Terirg YATaTe SHATATH | @3 L% RN @5 IR T (AE
TR © #1737 AR @7 WiE oS fer wiH (ndiafra awawg
91| ST Wy (iR, SHarEEm R e PR GRS AR
CRTR WRNEH-7 Fiimfae w6t w01 @ReIE, TNTS SHera
A TR SHINE SR WHIBEGIR | TS SHWTeTS 0T, €
(ST A3 O O] (F, STACHR [ APFREATE (TR HRieTy |

SdY AT TR SR ASHoAR @R @& Fisrza Foesis
Tafs firmre Sffew @iF) it oa AR @ s
SRFY (ARl (FHE SAPGT G2 et @ IAR qEhweEw
AT e @ AR, @ (F PRY 9 TSI GRS
o Iraiferem s Tob! Srarm) e (U0 FITY AT TR
PU0E SO | & AT i @e5d 5% SR @3 SIS0 WS AENT
e Qo Tr8t ARTH Trovy Wiew &k (oSl St 7Ze
QAT S SN SIS (9T AT 7 A"

AHtaRe el et (i faw @b ik, ysey (U
SO AITFTA T SETH P SR ([@USIZ 19,83 S| G
R TAne 3% 80w WOIRM) O FCH ShdA A WAW
IR (FHT AT TG wru <3l Boane SEe I
ACE 9% ATH| TW A AERER, AFBIRn SerRg w2
@8 T 7 S 80 FRF |

Sjfersl (16 ACETCE, 9B TR ST AR (AR Gy 7, W
A WA “fEREfSe o Ftam) s e witanfe

| OB FET 2 AR ICHR I (I ANANG FTACR| AT SIS

MiATaTE, 'S (A& Yooo FCFAA Gfde «/fw s (% © o% so
TEE aes Sard wER T grars) [ seerid)
2oa e w0 e oie <R grew 2ErR S8y TE ) 1 (NG
TISAT Sy Wolente 77| 43 7Y 92 farw 7l swieea A&
TG, TATIHFRNT G A SFg ANS i 703 (reyd
CFTI2 TS A W Werag «F wiEa)

ANADABAZAE 5 bl s




9 wh b Q
Fored 1% 2200 e ot @3B |
e e Revwe ot aepsices ffers |
oo Ty IR deWEfy AEE

e, Syt AcEATe 28re MNd (@S e
R 9 T GibeT SR 419 I | AN 0 TSy
Rt Fietfae onE TeRe TR SFRFRITR e
FAT ACTIRTE ARFCHE IS ST (A4 T4 AT AR
PG W01 (4 7R A0S JLFNC T30S ST F
TR TSR I WAL NN GRS TR
FISICAR AFHIRT (Felia BoiT I, G OO
T 377 S fowst el 4R o3 o afsfem
ST G (I SRl Wre! AeAer-Fye R 9w
I 93 AARTAFFTeE S T HIEIAIER WG
@R S e Wiz (WE 9s 6 )
2qre 77| A @i Wit @ sha =i o
ey Rt isifes SIiZng SPIeR CFias el R
Fiif SRANR) (8% S T FTOHN 0 FAFIRZ
Ry gl onm s, v T6NE g 73 TR
IS TR @3 A [ 7wz,

W 26T WIS SfSTAFERE 2 TS 23
@ YeT& e TR | 9 wfege @3 fo @in
aE @MAZAR [ees s M6 g sfes
~faren | 2 AfAEsaEl Mag Fa @ @ =S TS|
/S AT werefs (o AwRIm et
TR @3 #AfAeig W e Az A 9
S1R AR et @enefirs «ftn wedeTa
TR LA TR i w1 ywE) gEe
TGS SAfYS | ST St WRe 1o | Wi w3
@ & B ofetrs T2gmIcs vl *miead ¢ afzma
g SISTO BehTT 226 | FCATI SPAEH F41 (S5
AN FCH A STHFET FAST Bl epargel
T A Feem o9fefs arvizes 3 e ey
COTACI #{Q 7| WK ORI FNEFE WA St
TGRS AT, FRATYR A4S Afers ez |

(TR S S ATS SRR &y @ i,
R BN W 9 | S -tz (R e
TR BoAx el Fifsran wicsd | rgive 3y R
TRYETY A (74 AiRTANe TP g R
20T | AT G i Rrww © g s
I “IReerR) @IfF S1REIR TSl WeETeR A
“Fle TS 22 Ttz Wik wmera wmEe 975!
fafs zem www| A Raesrer Ffon wifrers
WWMW@WWW@W
F0Y A TR, SRR T B ez we
CFING T2 Q@Y 6T BfFe | Set=@a @ oo
T AT Tl PARCOCR, SIRICE MHT A
BRI STHCS XATSE @ S0 Al o6 AR
R B A A A | Borg SeirmiTionT aefs
QR 7377 | wISR frererm emfbe Sromediy w1
AN S T (@il TR gRcers, @
SITR N FRray Ten-oiwrem e faisie
AfiFEfen FfRte oo g o el e R,
AN Bfowrare Rew Wizl am weizy mRcs
Swidita @l S a1om s |

ANADABAZAG | Alvach



o Jul

“Assam Act
repeal goes
for review o

S

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan Singh on
Thursday decided to set up a group of minis-
ters (GoM) to study the Supreme Court ruling
on the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tri-
bunals) Act, 1983.

“The GoM will hear the views of various par-
ties and advise the government on the future
course of action”, home minister Shivraj Patil
said after a meeting of the Cabinet Committee
on Political Affairs. The SC had, on Tuesday,
struck down the Act as unconstitutional.

In the judgment, the court likened illegal mi-
gration into Assam from Bangladesh to “exter-
nal aggression”. It flayed the Centre for failing
in its duty under Article 355 to protect the state
from such a situation.

The SC added that there were no restrictions
on the Centre to expel foreigners: “The govern-
ment’s powers to expel foreigners is absolute”.
Quoting figures, the Bench observed that appli-
cation of the Act in Assam was the main imped-
iment to identifying and deporting illegal mi-
grants. Taking note of the fact that the presence
of alarge number of illegal migrants had taken
the shape of an insurgency, the SC asked the
Centre to take steps to identify and deport them.

In no way does international law prohibit en
masse expulsion of aliens, the court stated.
“Thus, Bangladesh nationals who have illegal-
ly crossed the border into Assam, or are living
in other parts of the country, have no legal
right of any kind to remain in India and are li-
able to be deported”, the Bench observed.

PAGE 2: IMDT Act: The villain within

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 14
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IMDT Act: éssam s real villain

State counts its ' !
gains, and losse s\

RAHUL Karmakar /
Guwahati, July 14

IN AN anti-minority drive in the
months of May and June, some
10,000 suspected Bangladeshis
fleed Dibrugarh town and out-
skirts of eastern Assam. The
drive, predictably, fizzled out. But
not before rattling the ruling Con-
gress, strengthening the BJP's
rhetoric against Bangladeshi
Muslims (Hindus from across the
border are acceptable to the par-
ty) and putting the regional Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP) in a dilem-
ma—it was aware of the electoral
strength of the Muslims, who are
a deciding factor in 35 Assembly
constituencies in Assam, with the
next polls slated for early 2006.
So, why did the

proving one’s citizenship on the
person identified as an alien
while the latter made it mandato-
ry for the complainant to prove
the nationality of a person ac-
cused as an illegal immigrant. In-
vestigative authorities and those
opposed to the IM (DT) found it
unwieldy and impractical. In a
way, IM (DT) was Assam’s Ayod-
hya, an issue to be cashed in on
politically. IM (DT) was not a
problem of Assam alone;
Arunachal Pradesh registered
an astronomical decadal in-
crease in Muslim immigrant
population of over 80 per cent.
“The Supreme Court verdict on
striking down IM (DT) will help
prevent Assam from being turned
into another Bangladesh or Pak-

drive against the ille-
gal migrants peter

INSIGHT

istan,” said AGP Parlia-
mentarian Sarbananda
Sonowal who, as the

out? The Tarun Gogoi
administration lauded itself for
prompt handling of the situa-
tion, but the Aasu and AJYCP
blamed it on the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals)
Act of 1983.

Though applicable to the en-
tire country, the IM (DT) Act was
implemented only in Assam. An
instrument for detecting and
ejecting illegal immigrants who
settled in Assam on or after
March 25, 1971, IM (DT) made the
Foreigners’ Act of 1946, applica-
ble to the rest of the country, re-
dundant. Consequently, 11 courts
under the Foreigners’ Act and
the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order
of 1964 were left in the lurch with
26,124 foreigners identified be-
tween 1966 and 1971. These for-
eigners have become traceless.
The basic difference between the
Foreigners Act and IM (DT) is
that the former puts the onus of

Jui o

Aasu president, had
challenged the validity of IM (DT)
in the apex court. The AGP eu-
phoria is understandably sub-
dued for it has been enjoying a
sizeable chunk of the Muslim
votes.

But political observers in As-
sam feel the AGP could gain
more from the IM (DT) verdict
than the BJP, which has been vir-
tually robbed of a political issue.

The biggest beneficiary, howev-
er, could be the Congress. Without
any option, Muslims are likely to
polarise in its favour. Maintain-
ing that minorities in Assam
would be targets of 1983-style
xenophobia, the Aamsu has
vowed to find a way out—bandhs
are a beginning. “If Tada could
change to Pota, there’s no reason
why IM (DT) cannot be reincar-
nated,” said a minority leader on
condition of anonymity Only
time will tell.

o

PTI

All Assam Students’ Union members celebrate the Supreme Court’s verdict scrapping the IMDT Act.

Aasu urges communal amity

HT Correspondent
Guwabhati, July 14

THE ALL Assam Students Union
(AASU) warned on Thursday all
communal forces and political
parties not to flare up “commu-
nal tension” in the state in the
name of detecting and deporting
illegal Bangladeshi migrants.
AASU  president Sankar
Prasad Ray said that after the
Supreme Court’s verdict on
IM(DT) Act, communal forces
and some political parties are
trying to create “communal ten-

Thir
' HIDUST, N e

sion” in the state. Fearing com-
munal flare up in sensitive areas
of he state, the state government
on Wednesday clamped pro-
hibitory orders under section
144 CrPC in Cachar, Dhubri and
Barpeta district of the state.
Last Tuesday, the Supreme
Court declared as unconstitu-
tional the IM(DT) Act, which pro-
vided legal protection to illegal
Bangladeshi migrants in Assam.
Terming the SC verdict as vic-
tory of people of the state and
martvrs of Assam movement,
Ray said that SC verdict only

cleared hurdles in implementing
all the clauses of the Assam Ac-
cord but the illegal Bangladeshi
migrants’ problem is yet to solve.

According to the Assam Ac-
cord, migrants of any religion
who entered Assam after March
24, 1971 must leave the state and
those who entered Assam before
the cut off date can be allowed to
stay in the state.

The AASU president alleged
that after the verdict, some politi-
cal parties spread the message in

minority areas that MuslimS
would be deported from Assa ;



A

elcome dé/clsmn

(¥ IM(DT) Act has lost relevance 9&@%\"!

he elektion issue of most political parties has been killed
with t Supreme Court quashing the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals) Act 1983. For the Congress,
which has been opposing its repeal on the grounds that it
safeguarded the interests of the minority community (its
vote bank), the verdict is a big blow, particularly now that
the assembly elections are just 10 months away. The main .
objection to the Act was that it was discriminatory, applica-
ble only in Assam whereas the law was meant for the entire
country. The Act wasn’t so much discriminatory as was the
fact that successive.governments at the Centre did little to
extend it to other states. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
recently said the Act was good but it should have been
uniformly used. Had this been done, perhaps the powerful
All Assam Students’ Union, which has all along been de-
manding its withdrawal, would have had no reason to be
vociferous. Other Ob]CCthI‘lS to the 'Act were that the onus -
of proof of one’s nationality lay with the complainant, not
the migrant; that one had to pay a fee of Rs 10 for doing a
“patriotic” duty, and that the complainant could not reach
out beyond his own police station area.

In a sense, the Act has lost its relevance. Some leaders
seem to think the volatile situation that existed when the
Aasu was riding the anti-foreigners’ crest that prompted the
Centre to enact the law no longer exists. As per the 1985
Assam Accord, the Act was amended twice but could make .
little pngress in terms of detection, disenfranchisement and
deportation. Illegal migrants must be ousted but the autho-
rities must guarantee that no genuine Indian citizens are
harassed in the detection process.
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the politicians make of it. If the Iliegal

Migrants (Determination by Tribunals)
Act did not work in Assam, it was because succes-
sive Congress governments used it as an excuse
for their inaction. The governments’ unwilling-
ness to act had more to do with politics than with
the actual difficulties in implementing the law.
When it was enacted in 1983, it was meant to help
the state government identify and deport illegal
settlers in Assam, mostly from Bangladesh. Even
the Congress, which defended the law, agreed that
it had completely failed to serve its purpose. Now,
the Supreme Court has struck it down as “uncon-
stitutional” and declared that its purpose could be
served better by the Foreigners’ Act. This gives an
edge to the argument by opponents of the IM(DT)
Act, who complained that it had been used to actu-
ally prevent the identification of illegal migrants
in Assam. The act, in their view, was aimed at the
Muslim vote bank in the state. ? - N4 oin

Even if this argument has ifs own polifical
bias, there is no denying that the issue has caused
deep divisions within Assamese society since the
enactment of the law. It has made the majority
community live in constant fear of being swamp-
ed by illegal settlers. And this fear sparked off not
only the violent Assam agitation of the early
Eighties but also the Nellie massacre of 1983. For
far too long, the controversial law has dominated
Assam’s politics, almost to the exclusion of the is-
sues of governance. The chief minister, Mr Tarun
Gogoi, would do well not to start a fresh controver-
sy by enacting another law on the issue. The law’s
critics — the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Asom
Gana Parishad and the All Assam Students’
Union — also bear a major responsibility in the
new situation. They must not use the repeal of the
law to launch an anti-minority campaign. If ama-
jority community’s xenophobia can trigger com-
munal tensions, so can a minority group’s fear of
persecution. The parties need to be cautious, espe-
cially in view of the state assembly elections early
next year.

But the most important lesson of the Supreme
Court verdict is for the whole country. Assam may
have been particularly affected by illegal migra-
tion because of historical reasons. But the prob-
lem exists in many other parts of the country. As
in Assam, politicians elsewhere have been guilty
of conniving at it in the interest of their electoral
politics. West Bengal’s leftist rulers have long
been accused of helping illegal settlers from
Bangladesh become voters. The politics over the
influx of Bangladeshis has gradually overshad-
owed the larger issue of the threat to demography
and national security. It is time political parties
and governments treated the question of illegal
settlers as a major national concern.

H ow a law worKs depends lljr ely on what
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Guwahati, July 13: Rumb-
lings of protest from minori-
ties insecure after the Supre-
me Court struck down the Ille-
gal Migrants (Determination
by Tribunals) Act tempered
celebrations in Assam today.

_ Two organisations repres-
enting the minorities, the San-
khalagu Yuva Parishad and
the Fakrul Islam faction of the
All Assam Minority Students
Union (AAMSU), organised a
rally in Morigaon to mobilise
opinion for a rollback of yes-
terday’s court order.

The organisations jointly
called an eight-hour statewide
bandh tomorrow, beginning at
6 am. The Haroon-al-Rashid
faction of the AAMSU sepa-
rately announced a 12-hour
bandh on Friday.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Parishad and the Pur-
banchaliya Lok Parishad add-
ed to the tension by declaring
their opposition to the bandh.

Emerging from an emer-
gency meeting of his council
of ministers, Tarun Gogoi sa-
id he was aware of the conflict
of interests and had asked de-
puty commissioners and supe-
rintendents of police to pull
out all stops to “maintain pea-
ce and harmony™.

“It is the:guty of m
ernment to'énsure th#t no I#
dian citizenis harassedsHe*
said, in a reference to the mi-
norities’ fear that they will be
discriminated against in the
absence of the law.

Under the IM(DT) Act, in
force in Assam, the onus of pr-
oving that aperson was an ille-
gal immigrant lay with the

rotest

e

complainant. This is n4t the
case with the Foreigners® Act,
applicable in the rest of India.

The chief minister said the
IM(DT) Act had been enacted
“under special circumstan-
ces” — at the height of the
anti-foreigner movement in
1983 — to protect minorities
from harassment on the pre-
text of driving out illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh.

Trying hard not to sound
critical of the court’s judgme-
nt, Gogoi said his government
was legally obliged to abide by
it. “I am sure the apex court
considered the need to protect
genuine Indian citizens from
harassment while striking
down the act. The court actual-
ly might have suggested some
alternative measures.”

The state Congress met
twice during the day. Gogoi left
for New Delhi later.

Cong in a fix

The Congress governments in
both Delhi and Dispur find
themselves in a Catch-22 situa-
tion in the wake of the apex
court’s verdict.

The two options in front of
them — to seek a review of the
apex court’s ruling or push
through a new legislation in
Parliament to replace the “dis-
criminatory”.law.— aradoth

aUEnEwith g
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ernment-could file 4 pétition
for a review, but the verdict
was unlikely to be overturned.
The second option is to pu-
sh for a new legislation-with
some of the provisions of the
IM(DT) Act, but the party does
not have the numbers ih Par-
liament to see it through.



SC ruling: AGP, Cong mum

Times NEws NETWORK

Guwahati: Firecrackers went
off in the Asom Gana Parishad
headquarters here on Tuesday
morning as soon as the Supreme
Court declared unconstitutional
the controversial Illegal Mi-
grants (Detection through Tri-
bunal) Act. The ruling Congress
just didn’t know what to say.

The AGP lost no time in nam-
ing its Lok Sabha MP Sarbanan-
da Sonowal, who had single-
handedly fought the legal battle
with his petition in the Supreme
Court seeking scrapping of the
Act for last seven years, as ‘“na-
tional hero.”

On the flip side, chief minister
Tarun Gogoi sounded defeated in
his own backyard. PCC president
Bhubaneswar Kalita was no less
dejected by the outcome. “I had
ordered for increase of number
of tribunals and number of
judges to expeditiously dispose
all IM(DT) cases,” Gogoi told
TOL

By evening, when the AGP of-
fice was decked up with glowing
lights, government spokesman
Ripun Bora dispatched the gov-
ernment’s shaky reaction. ‘“The
Assam government till now does
not know on what legal ground
the honourable Supreme Court
has passed the order to repeal the
Act and is awaiting a copy of the
judgment,” the government
statement said.

AGP general secretary Dilip

BJP workers took out a procession to celebrate striking down of the
IM(DT) Act by SC, in Guwahati, on Tuesday.

Saikia said no members of the
religious minority community,
who are Indian citizens, need to
fear because the Act is gone. “We
guarantee protection to all Indi-
an citizens,” he said.

The BJP was also quick to put
its weight behind the apex court
judgment. This time it was the
party national general secretary,
Pramod Mahajan, who penned
the reaction. Mahajan said, “It

was only the BJP out of all na-
tional parties that stood in
favour of the repeal and striking
down of the Act. The decision of
the Supreme Court has con-
firmed what the BJP was already
stating about the IM (DT) Act.”
Sonowal’s former colleague in
AASU, Samjual Bhattacharyya,
now the student body’s advisor,

said the sacrifices made by st
dents have paid off.



/’i‘wenty

years of IMDT

leave behind 2.5 lakh
<\ unsettled cases (¢

GUWAHATI, July 12. —
The controversial Illegal
Migrants Determination by -

Tribunal (IMDT) Act,
scrapped by the Supreme
Court today, was applicable
only in the state of Assam
for the detection and
deportation of illegal infil-
trators from Bangladesh.
The Act came into exis-
tence in 1983 at the height
of the anti-foreigners agi-
tation launched by the All
Assam Students Union
(AASU) for purpose of
detection of foreigners
and deletion of their
names from electoral rolls.
The Assam Accord —
signed on 14 August, 1985
by AASU, the Centre and
the state government - had
the provision that all for-
eigners who came to
Assam after 25 March,

5L 05 T

1971 would be detected,

deleted and deported
through the mechanism of
the IMDT Act, 1983.

A feature of the Act,
which many found objec-
tionable and led to the
demand for its scrapping,
was that the onus of prov-
ing the citizenship of a per-
son lay on the complainant
and not on the accused
infiltrator compared to the
Foreigners’ Act in which
the onus is on the accused
had to prove that he isnot a
foreigner, a Gauhati High
Court lawyer said.

As of now there are 2.5
lakh cases pending with
the 16 IMDT tribunals,
which stand scrapped fol-
lowing the Supreme Court
ruling. These will now be
decided under the
Foreigners’ Act. In the two

decades of its existence,
only 1,494 illegal mjgrants
were deported.

lkv‘i .



BLOW TO CONG BEFORE.ASSEMBLY POLL

SC quashes
~ IMDT Act

Press Trust of India .

NEW DELHI, July 12. — In a major
blow to the Congress government in
Assam ahead of Assembly elections next
year, the Supreme Court today struck
down as unconstitutional the controver-
sial Illegal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act, which the Opposition
sees as a tool to delay identification and
deportation of illegal Bangladeshl mi-
grants.

Allowing a writ petition filed by the
Asom Gana Parishad MP, Mr Sar-
bananda Sonowal, a three-judge Bench
of Chief Justice Mr RC Lahoti, Mr
Justice GP Mathur, Mr Justice PK
Balasubramnyan, in a unanimous deci-
sion, declared the 1983 Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunal) Act and
Rules framed in 1984 as “ultra vires” of

~tire-Comnstitution.

While Mr Sonowal had contended that
the IMDT Act was only encouraging
vote-bank politics without addressing the
mammoth problem of illegal migrants,

= the Assam government had supported
the law saying it was equitious.

The court directed all Tribunals consti-

© tuted under the IMDT Act adjudicating
the cases® for identification of illegal
migrants from Bangladesh to “cease to
- function” with immediate effect as the
- parent Act had been declared unconstitu-
tional. The cases pending before the
Tribunals under IMDT Act would stand
transferred to Tribunals under the
Foreigners Act, the court said.

Under the IMDT Act, a Central Act
implemented only in Assam but opposed
by the previous AGP government headed
by Mr Prafulla Mahanta as well as the
NDA government, the onus of proving
the citizenship of an illegal migrant was
on the complainant. Taking note of the

P
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' Bagladeshi labourers in Guwahati.
— A file photograph

‘BLACK LAW’ BASICS

o Discriminatory as only Assam has this
law while other states governed by
Foreigners’ Act of 1946 :

* B Onus of proving nationality lies with
complainant, including police, not

i migrant

# Police can't issue quit-India notices,
arrest, interrogate to determine status
of migrants

B Encourages illegal migrants from other
states to flock to Assam to evade
deportation

M Only 1,494 persons declared illegal
migrants were deported in 20 years

serious problems faced by the North-
eastern state from rampant illegal migra-
tion, the court directed Assam to consti-

~ tute sufficient number of Tribunals under

the Foreigner’s Act to deal with the situ-
ation.

Mr Sonowal said: “It is a victory for the
people of Assam and secular society of
the country... we are grateful to the
Supreme Court.” The AGP leader said:
“Now there will be no problem for the
government to detect and deport illegal
migrants.”

More reports on page 4
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imphal, July 12 9 ‘ '
MANIPUR CHIEF minister O. Ibobi Singh
said on Tuesday the government has writ-
ten to the leaders of All Naga Students As-
sociation Manipur (ANSAM), which has
launched an indefinite economic blockade

ince June 22, to come for talks.

The government had so far not received
any response from ANSAM, he said reply-
ing to a calling attention motion in the
state Assembly.

State higher education minister Francis
Ngajokpa had been deputed to contact
ANSAM leaders and bring them to the ne-
gotiation table, he said and sought the co-
operation of the House members in the
government’s efforts to end the economic
blockade.

Moving the motion on deteriorating law
and order situation in the state, B.D.
Behring (BJP) and L. Ibomcha Singh (Fed-
eral Party of Manipur) said the govern-
ment should hold talks with ANSAM lead-
ers to end the current economic blockade.

ANSAM had launched the economic
blockade in protest against the Manipur
government decision to declare June 18 a
holiday every year as ‘Manipur Integrity
Day’.

The decision, ANSAM said, was against
the Naga plan for unification of all Nagas.

Behring, a Naga legislator, said instead
of the economic blockade which affected
everyone agitation leaders should adopt

13 Jut o Ty

ovt ready to tall§(: Ibobi

\*6\
other alternative and peaceful stir.

He said a peaceful agitation such the one
adopted by Irom Sharmila (Sharmila has
been fast unto death since 2001 to press for
withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act from Manipur) could be
faunched.

Ibomcha Singh said the government
should initiate talks with ANSAM leaders
to end the economic blockade on national
highways in the state as people were suf-
fering a lot due to it.

He said the government should also send
ministers and local legislators to the hill
districts of Ukhrul, Senapati, Chandel and
Tamenglong to hold talks with agitation
leaders and their supporters. Participating
in the discussion, Henry Paotei (Federal
Party of Manipur) said all out efforts
should be made to end the blockade.

Paotei, a Naga MLA, said prices of es-
sential items had soared due to the eco-
nomic blockade and rice was being sold at
Rs 40 per kg in Tamenglong district.

The chief minister today said that his
gover nment had sought the Centre’s help
to endl the continuing economic blockade of
NH 39, the lifeline of the land-locked state.

The Centre had been informed of the sit-
uation arising out of the blockade, which
was launched by All Naga Students Associ-
ation, Manipur from June 22 to protest
against the state government’s decision to
declare June 18 a holiday every year as ‘Ma-
nipur Integrity Day’, he told reporters on
Monday.

A




”Wmmm
o, Weisfea v wme Tt
& wins zw Toorrl AW
ST 2L Birige w9y 44
Al e qwely A
R BT Al Bt | A
FoE e 3ol caf
s At

57‘?‘ ng ‘W’\«ﬂg
THY WIS NS (AT A9
2ot o139 e S’ o5 7am
@T@?Wﬁmmwa
(STITR) NG SCABAT 2AB
ST IR TG TTAN )
DTS Facs UM, 38 A
O] SRTATY ASHIHI AE) A
/m T I3 AGT 8
AT~ g, Reatna wifkce
G Y FIE 9P [ZJTEA
WWW@?C@@W;

orsife, SweER, Fewe @
BITSEaR 51 (5T e a0
831 AT XY TACE T AT
\Dm WT@T%W (G
wammWﬁ-ﬁg
TR (AFCIHT oI FACAS B
AT

e 97 2005 9 faqfers |

@Tﬁ?m Wﬁoj\q b rEar ﬁa_{
WWL@WG ma
G | gﬂi AL .
B3 2731 SN Tt Ranergt
@Yqﬂmml NTWW]%
863 9 wia Frary erezm
FAG ZEL”

Wmma @Qjﬂm
Wﬁ{%wﬂﬁ% (3_@
B o) W ¢ Iy

Wﬁfﬁ—cam’ >¢ ARG
TR UICTE M%7 1 2T B -
AL
W\mmwma
@, Wﬁvﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁwmmqum
fen  magwm, scgm s
B TP SR, Sb G
m%mmwﬁﬁ%
TS WA Ko 62
e 2t o St @ @R
‘53 mmmm @

U, " b T Ty A R
Wi e wen wEa) @2
Prere fom 72 at Rermrst
7T 1 O A AT S
P F TR @ 306 o
Wmml%ﬁm,
ﬂ?mwmmm
Qi ﬁw ﬂﬁ ﬁw Qi m
WWWWWI

(

ANADABAZAR FA THIKA

L 28




/Pﬁ()TEST | Two IRB men suspended foMt\a{k

Naga blockade on,
b JVIan ipur cut off

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
IMPHAL, JULY 10 \\

ANIPUR re-

mained cut off

and hundreds

of commuters
were stranded as Naga stu-
dent organisations blocked
traffic on NH-39 for the sec-
ond day today.

The blockade has been
called by the All Naga Stu-
dents Association to protest a
recent government decision
declaring June 18 a holiday to
observe Manipur Integrity
Day. It says the decision is
against the Naga aim for the
unification of all Naga-settled
areasincluding those that are
part of Manipur.

Meanwhile, two India Re-
serve Battalion (IRB) per-

. sonnel were suspended today
for their role in the alleged at-

securitymen killed

IMPHAL: Three Assam Rifles
personnel were killed and two
seriously injured when the in-
surgents, who were hiding by
a roadside hill, sprayed bullets
atthe personnelof the 34th

Battalion who were patrolling
Waithou area, about 18 km
south-east of Imphal, around

10.15am. —~PH

tack on the agitators, which
had led to violence in Senapati
district yesterday.

Although the current
blockade of NH-39 would
end this evening, a three-day
blockade by Sadar Hill Dis-
trict Demand Committee on
the highway would begin
from midnight.

Peeved at the frequent
blockades, an umbrella or-
ganisation of Manipuri stu-
dents, the United Commiittee

Manipur, today blamed the
Centre for not developing the
Imphal-Silchar  highway
(NH-53) which it said could
have been used as an alterna-
tive to the blocked NH-39. It
also criticised the Centre for
not deploying enough forces
to keep the highway open.

At a meeting here, the
UCM appealed to the All
Naga Students Association in
Manipur (ANSAM) to settle
the issue with the govern-
ment through talks and to
end the blockade. The UCM
also served an ultimatum to
the Centre and the state gov-
ernment to put an end to the
blockade by July 15.

The Democratic Students
Alliance of Manipur (DSAM)
has also appealed to the gov-
ernment and the ANSAM to
settle the issues through talks
and helpend the blockade./
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NSCN smoke after Manipur fix

Vows to take action
against use of force
by state government

HT Correspondent
Guwabhati, July 10

SATURDAY’S ARSON across
Manipur’s hill districts has the
NSCN (Isak-Muivah) smoulder-
ing even as the Okram Ibobi
Singh government launched a
damage-control exercise to
soothe the frayed Naga tempers.

The NSCN on Sunday said it
would not remain silent to the
“use of force and bullets” by the
Manipur government against
the Naga peoples’ movement for
their “legitimate aspiration of
living in an integrated home-
land”.

“The movement (for integra-
tion of the Naga-inhabited areas
of the North-East) has reached a
point of no-return”, said NS-
CN(I-M) spokesman Kraibo Cha-
wang from Dimapur. “Anything
can happen now... the Manipur
government shouldn’t have re-
sponded to the non-violent and
democratic movement of the
Nagas with bullets”.

Chawang cited the firing by
the Indian Reserve Battalion
personnel on two Naga demon-
strators at Senapati on Friday
night. The incident provoked
anger in the Naga-dominated ar-
eas, and, as a consequence, at
least 20 government buildings in
four districts were reduced to
cinders by Saturday night.

The NSCN outburst coincided
with the imposition of a 48-hour
bandh by the All-Naga Students’
Association of Manipur (ANS-
AM) from Sunday morning. The
ANSAM has vowed to intensify
its agitation if the government
does not revoke its decision to

declare June 18 as “State In-
tegrity Day” every year.

The June 18 holiday in hono-
ur of the martyrs of the 2001 up-
rising against the NSCN cease-
fire extension angered the Nag-
as, who saw it as a mockery of
their demand for integration of
the Naga-inhabited hills with
Nagaland. Chief minister Ibobi
Singh scotched allegations of
strong-arm tactics by his gov-
ernment, but, at the same time,
warned militant outfits from
taking advantage of the situa-
tion across the disturbed hills.

Singh felt his government has
sent a positive message to the
hill-dwellers by taking prompt
action against the two IRB men
responsible for opening fire on
Naga locals at Senapati. “The
two men have been suspended”,
he said. The Naga organiza-
tions, however, want the guilty
IRB men to be handed over to
them for trial according to cus-
tomary laws.

Hundreds of passengers were
stranded at many places in Ma-
nipur on Sunday during the sec-
ond day of the blockade. The sit-
uation arising out of the block-
ade on the Imphal-Guwahati Na-
tional Highway No. 39 in Senap-
atidistrict was reported tense as
the state remained cut off from
the rest of the country.

Reports from Senapati said
that, although the Naga-spon-
sored blockade of NH 39 would
end on Sunday evening, another
blockade by the Sadar Hill Dis-
trict Demand Committee on the
same highway would begin at
midnight on Sunday night for
three days.

READY FOR ACTION: Naga rebel outfits like NSCN(I-M)have promised action to avenge the use of force against innocent civilians.

Rebels kill 3 AR personnel

anipur insurgents on Sunday exploded a powerful

bomb and ambushed an Assam Rifles patrol, killing
three security personnel and seriously injuring two oth-
ers in Thoubal district, official sources said.

The insurgents first exploded a powerful bomb when
Assam Rifles personnel of the 34th Battalion were pass-
ing through the Waithou area on NH 39, 18 km from here.

After exploding the bomb, the insurgents — who were
hiding beside a roadside hillock - sprayed bullets on the
security personnel, killing three Assam Rifles men on the
spot and injuring two others. It was not known if any in-
surgent was injured, the sources said. Additional forces
began combing the area for the insurgents who had es-
caped after the attack.

The identity of the insurgents was not immediately
known. Agencies Imphal
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Insurgents at a rebel training camp in Manipur.
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TALKING TO ULF

o

We cannot apply the same yardstick for talks with the Ulfa that applied for the

talks now in progress with NSCN(IM) because the issues are different

ECENT media reports
indicate that talks with
the Ulfa will finally
. materialise. While this
is a significant develop-
ment, disturbing are reports that
talks may be unconditional and
that one of Ulfa’s preconditions
is the release of their leaders
under detention before talks.
While talks with the insur-
gents arc imperative to identify
and resolve gricvances, thosc
concerned with policy decisions
must take note of the errors
committed in relation to the
ceasefire and talks in progress
with the NSCN(IM), Ulfa’s link-
ages to the ISI, Pakistan’s proxy
war strategy, Bangladeshi sup-
port to north-eastern insurgent
groups and their proxy war

strategy, the situation in Assam.

and the fact that elections in
Assam are round the corner.

We cannot and must not apply
the same yardstick for talks with
the ULFA that applied for the
talks now in progress with the
NSCN(IM). The issues are differ-
ent. While the ISI and Bang-
ladeshi intelligence have assisted
the NSCN(IM) in the past and
continue to do so, the NSCN(IM)

leadership and its cadres are not -

directly controlled by the ISI
Indeed, they have proved time
and again that they function
with a mind of their own and
operate in their own interests.
On the other hand, the Ulfa as
also many other groups are
totally under the control of the
ISI and DGFL.

Ulfa’s leadership has been
given sanctuary in Bangladesh
and has invested in businesses in
that country and abroad with the
help of the Bangladesh govern-
ment, DGFI and the ISI. Ulfa can-
not touch this capital without the
concurrence of all these agen-

The author is a retired Licufe-
nant-General, PVSM, AVSM,
VSM, of the Indian Army
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cies. Their personal security in
Bangladesh is provided by these
agencies. The families of these
leaders and indeed the leaders
themselves are puppets. They are
in no position to take a single
decision of importance. Any
talks by the Indian government
with the Ulfa, therefore, will be
controlled by the ISI/DGFI and
amount to talks on Pakistani and
Bangladeshi terms!

In 1997 the NSCN(IM) was
brought to its knees. This is what

R I

brought them to the negotiating
table and the current ceasefire.
We then mishandled the terms of
the ceasefire and its manage-
ment. We allowed the NSCN(IM)
to recruit cadres, train, equip
and arm them. They are now
over 5,000 armed and trained
cadres; we have allowed them to
carry out rampant extortion and
take control of the whole of
Nagaland and the claimed areas
in the neighbouring states. Today
they dictate terms and literally
govern these areas and are large-
ly responsible for the situation in
Manipur.

Nothing happens in these
areas without their consent.
They hold the security forces,
responsible for policing the
ceasefire, to ransom with a
threat of breaking/abrogating
the ceasefire. Today the
NSCN(M) talks to the govern-
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ment of India from a position of
strength.

The situation in Assam is simi-
lar to that in Nagaland in 1997.
Ulfa is almost on its knees. It has
been thrown out of Bhutan, It
lacks popular support. The peo-
ple of Assam are yearning for
peace and development. The Ulfa
is in disarray with only its east-
ern region (Upper Assam) cadres
operating out of camps in Myan-
mar though under intense pres-
sure from the security forces.

Should the talks take off
and a ceasefire be
contemplated, we must
learn lessons from our
mistakes in handling the
NSCN(IM), DHD, Karbis
and others

Under such circumstances it
would be foolhardy if policy
makers release the interned Ulfa
leadership and go into a cease-
fire mode on the pattern we did
with NSCN(IM).

Why should they be released
or a ceasefire declared on the
pattern we did for the (IM)? This
is obviously on ISI and DGFI
advice. Acceptance of this would
appear to be most unsound from
the point of view of national
security with only short-term
political gains in view of the
coming elections.

Undoubtedly talks with Ulfa
and a temporary peace in Assam
would be to the credit of the pre-
sent Assam government. How-
ever, there will undoubtedly be a
split in the AGP which cannot
but help the present government.
The BJP in Assam is also unlikely
to contribute much of opposi-

tion. There would probably be
some Ulfa-sponsored candidates.
But is it worth it when they have
the capability to win the election
on their own?

What is required are concert-
ed efforts to resolve the immigra-
tion issue, development and im-
provement of the economic cli-
mate. These are issues agitating
the people. It is also necessary
to get the Myanmar government
to clamp down on and destroy
Ulfa camps in Myanmar. This
should be possible given the im-
proved relations with India. Such
a step would be of tremendous
help in marginalising the Ulfa.

International pressure must
also be brought to bear on Bang-
ladesh to deny the rebels sanctu-
ary in that country. Only if these
steps are taken will talks bear
fruit. Should the talks take off
and a ceasefire be contemplated,
we must learn lessons from our
mistakes in handling the
NSCN(IM), Dima Halam Daoga,
Karbis and others. The Ulfa must
be brought into camps on Indian
soil and made to give up their
weapons.

They must not be permitted
fresh recruitment, recorganisa-
tion, refitting, rearming, extor-
tion or be allowed to take control
of the state as was done in the
80s or in the case of the
NSCN(IM). They must not under
any circumstances be permitted
to interfere with the elections.
Ceasefire ground rules must be
carefully worked out in consul-
tation with the army and the
police. In the long-term context
we will at some stage in the near
future have to negotiate with
Pakistan and Bangladesh to find
long-term solutions as the proxy
war continues.

While the policy makers will
undoubtedly take steps in initiat-
ing these talks as they deem
appropriate, they must rcmem-
ber that they are answerable to
the people.



