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Jharkh

Voters brave the morning chill outside
a polling station in Haryana
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New Delhi: Nearly 55 per
cent of the electorate on
Thursday exercised their
franchise for the 178 assembly
constituencies in Haryana,
Bihar and Jharkhand where
19 people were Kkilled in Nax-
alite and poll-related violence.

In the first elections in
Jharkhand, where polling
was held in 24 constituencies
in the first round of three-

phased elections, Naxalites

triggered a landmine blast
killing six policemen and the
driver of a vehicle. More
than 50 per cent voters cast
their ballots.

Four Naxalites were killed
when they attempted to dis-
rupt the polling in Dandila in
Hussainabad constituency in
Palamu district. Their bodies
were taken away by their col-
leagues, police said. In Bihar,
which registered about 55 per
cent voting in 64 constituen-

cies which went to the polls
in the first phase, seven per-
sons, including three women
and two homeguards, were
killed and several injured in
attacks by Naxalites, clashes
and crude bomb explosions.
The Naxalites also looted

BALLOT

five rifles and ammunition
from the security personnel
posted at a booth. An esti-
mated 60 per cent of the 1.27
crore electorate in Haryana
cast their vote for the 90-
member assembly in polling
which was, by and large,
peaceful barring minor
clashes in which the driver of
a candidate was shot dead in
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Barwala constituency.

BJP vice president Sushil
Kumar Modi escaped unhurt
when his vehicle was attaced
at Champanagar in Bha-
galpur Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, police said. Modi was at-
tacked when he was moving
in an vehicle of Bashishtha
Yadav, an election agent.

Meanwhile, Jharkhand
state JD-U general secretary
Murari Pandey was arrested
along with three party ac-
tivists on charges of trying
to influence voters in Dal-
tongunj, additional district
magistrate (law and order)
Khurshid Anwar said. Two
pistols and 33 live cartridges
were seized from Pandey, the
official added.

Paramilitary forces ope-
ned fire at booth grabbers at
Kari booth in Bishrampur
constituency but there were
no casualties, police said. en
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PSUs propose

HT Corporate Bureau ,

New Delhi, January 18 ’(\(‘ \0\ \
PUBLIC SECTOR power companies — NTPC, Power
Grid and Power Trading Corp — propose to jointly set
up a power exchange. Consultants have been appointed
to chart a roadmap for this initiative that will go a long
way in developing the electricity market in the country.

Speaking on the sidelines of a Power Grid conference
on open access, PTC chairman T.N. Thakur said that the
three firms had agreed to work together for settingup a
power exchange. The firms may initially acquire some
equity in the project, but the details have not yet been fi-
nalised. NTPC has appointed Nord Pool Consulting and
Crisil as consultants. A final decision will be taken after
the consultants submit their report.

The power exchange is expected to function on the
lines of commodity exchanges like NCDEX or MCX and
will provide a common platform to buyers, sellers and
traders of power.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

power exchange

Although it will take some time to set up the ex-
change, a competitive electricity market

may help bulk consumers initially before the benefits
trickle down to the retail user segment, feel experts. The
initiative is expected to lead to more competitive tariffs
due to greater optimisation of capacities and increased
competition among generators, trading and distribu-

tion firms.

/
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DUAL CITIZENSHIP
ingh logically extends it to all&

E secret of successful countries such as Chin

South Korea and Israel is that they have leveraged
the wealth and expertise of their respective diasporas.
India has a particularly large, wealthy and educated
diaspora. In an era of globalization, it is silly to
persist with the old socialist approach of trying to
make them feel guilty for migrating. It is a lot
more clever to harness them towards India’s
development goals. Hence the annual jamborees
organised for non-resident Indians; hence also the
NDA government’s decision in late 2003 to grant dual
citizenship selectively to people of Indian origin living
in 16 countries.

But this law was bound to create heartburn as the
question arose, why cherry-pick some countries, all of
them in the developed West, and not others? The
question arose particularly with respect to the Gulf
countries, home to a large number of migrant workers
from India, whose remittances (not those of wealthier
migrants in Western countries) keep our foreign
exchange reserves buoyant. If non-resident Indians are
to invest and lend their expertise to India they need to
feel good about their country of origin, a cause that
cannot be helped if they are subjected to unnecessary
procedures like applying for a visa every time they
come to the country, and report at a police station if
they stay over 180 days. Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh did the logical and gracious thing by extending
the dual citizenship benefit to non-resident Indians in
all countries which themselves recognize dual
citizenship, with 26 January, 1950, as the cut-off date
for migration.

There have been needless cavils from LK Advani,
former deputy prime minister and now leader of the
opposition, who has rhetorically posed the question of
whether Dawood Ibrahim and Chhota Shakeel, or the
many Bangladeshi illegal immigrants who are now in
India, would get the benefits of dual citizenship.
But the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2003, explicitly
rules out Pakistan and Bangladesh from its purview.,
To take the argument further, what about gangsters
and terrorists who have bases of operations in West
Asia? Interestingly, West Asian countries still fall
outside the scope of the dual citizenship scheme, since
they themselves don’t recognize dual citizenship.

Indeed they would be swamped if they did, as in many
oil-rich Gulf states citizens derive lucrative social
security benefits from the government. while the bulk
of the work 2 done by immigrants. In that sense nor o
Lot more NETs il noes be ehigble tor dual citizenshing
than earlier, and no new threats to national security
are on the horizon, despite Advani’s claims. The

“difference is that the onus now shifts to West Asian
+and other states to grant dual citizenship to people of
; Indian origin.
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“PM gives green signal for
rural development fund

VRINDA GOPINATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 1

Prime Minister Manmo
han Singh has given the go-
ahead to revive the dormant
National Fund for Rural De-
velopment (NFRD), in a bid
to get more revenues for the
vast rural, undeveloped sector.

NFRD, first conceived in
1993, was an attempt to utilise
excessive funds lying with pub-
lic sector banks, insurance
companies and financial insti-
tutions, and enable them to re-

alise their social commit-
ments. The nodal agency to
monitor NFRD will be the
Rural Development Minist
though participants (d )
willbe fromPSUs.  Q, \(~
The head of the fundh:e
ready been appointed — he is
Director-General, Council for
Advancement of People’s Ac-
tion and Rural Technology
(CAPART). Says a ministry of-
ficial, “It is another attempt to
bring about public-private
partnership for development
and infrastructure building. It

is to allow public sector banks
and financial institutions to ful-
fill its social obligations, Under
this scheme, the organisations
will have to meet two-thirds of
the expenses while the govern-
ment will pitch in one-third.
When it was started, the Fund
collected almost Rs 10 crore,
and continued to attract more
money for two financial years,
but soon lost momentum and
ended by 1998.”

According to the official,
Singh relooked into the file and
decided to revive it again.
Though it is voluntary by na-
ture, institutions and banks will
have no choice but to fulfill their
obligationswhen the Fund is set
up again. They include SBI,

*| Central Bank, PNB, LIC, GIC,

Oriental Insurance, besides in-
stitutions like NABARD.
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/Egu sector uses reforms
0\'(‘\ carrot for NRI funds

S

TiMEs NEws NETWORK \7

Mumbai: Indian education is set for
reform at all levels, if the education
system’s representatives at the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (EBD) are to
be believed. Hardly surprising, con-
sidering the announcements regard-
ing reforms were made to an audience
full of People of Indian Origin, and
the thrust was clearly on getting them
to put their money where their mouth
is.

University and higher education in
India is an area that the ministry for
Human Resources Development
(HRD) aims to improve and make
more attractive for foreign students. B
S Baswan, secretary, secondary and
higher education, HRD ministry, reit-
erated at a conference at the PBD on
Saturday that an Indian Institute of
Management would be set up in the
North-East, either in Shillong or
Guwahati. Baswan said that a formal
announcement would be made in two
weeks.

Prof Ashok Misra, director of
Mumbai’s Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT), the other famous Indian ed-
ucation brand-name, announced that
there would soon be “less differential
fees for Indian and foreign students at
the IITs”. This came in reponse to
complaints from several NRIs that it
was unfair that their children were
charged exorbitant fees at the IITs and
other educational institutions. “We
have also arranged to provide better
hostel rooms for foreign students, be-
cause Indian students can sometimes
take care of things that foreign stu-
dents can’t,” he added.

~Misra, however, made it clear that
there would be no direct admission for
foreign students and that they would
have to take the II'T’s joint entrance ex-
amination, like Indian students.

The issue of reservation in col-
leges was also addressed by Baswan.
“For Scheduled Castes and Sched-

TALKING HEADS: NRis at the NCPA on Saturday

Study Flow Of Funds

How much it costs to:
» Set up a school (building and
equipment) for Std | to V: US $61,000
» Set up a school for Std | to Vill: US
$104,500
» Educate a girl from Std 1 to Vlil: US
$100

Source: Union HRD ministry and
Maharashtra government

wled Tribes, reservations are the
state’s way of taking affirmative ac-
tion for socially disadvantaged
groups. But there could be legal
flaws in having reservations for
NRIs and foreign students, and this
is being discussed,” he said. Baswan
said that while these seats had been
considered legal since they were su-
per-numerary (over and above open
seats), this was now being debated
and could be reformed.

Top Area Of Interest

Elementary education (Std I to VIII)
is clearly the area where NRIs are
most interested in investing their
money, but the poor quality and insuf-
ficient reach of  public education was
cause for concern, Kumud Bansal, sec-
retary, elementary education and lit-
eracy, HRD ministry, assured the audi-
ence that under the Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyaan (SSA), all children would be as-
sured access to elementary education.

“We are also looking at expanding
secondary education to accommodate
all the new students who will be get-
ting primary education through the
SSA,” said Bansal. The Central Advi-
sory Board of Education will submit
a report on the feasibility of a Com-
mon School System—as is followed in
many parts of the world—in Febru-
ary, and a policy announcement will
be made by May, before the new 4ca-
demic year, Bainsal added.
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26 JANUARY 1950 TO BE CUT-OFF DATE: PM

Dual citizensl

ship

dream comes true

Dr Manmohan Singh lights a lamp to inaugurate the
third Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Mumbai. — AFP

MUMBALI Jan. 7. — Dual citizenship will
be extended to all overseas Indians who
migrated from India after 26 January, 1950,

as long as their home countries attow it -

under their local laws. Announcing the deci-
sion while inaugurating the Pravasi Bhartiya
Divas in Navy Nagar here, Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh said today that his gov-
ernment will simplify the application form
for citizenship for overseas Indians. A new,
user friendly form, combining the three
forms prescribed earlier, has also been
evolved and will be notified soon, he added.

The Prime Minister said his government
would simplify the format of the certificate
of registration of overseas citizens of India.
Various options, including the possibility of
introducing a smart card, are being consid-
ered, he said.

Similarly, he said his government had unve-
iled a Civil Aviation Policy to meet the requi-
rements of overseas Indians by allowing Indi-
an private airlines to fly abroad. The governm-
ent is building new international airports in
major metros and will soon modernise 30 oth-
er airports across the country, Dr Singh said,

airports were getting mcreasmgly clogged”
by growing traffic. “That is why our govern-
ment has unveiled a new Civil Aviation
Policy to meet the requirements of modern
times,” he said. The government had “alrea-
dy opened up our skies in the peak season”
and allowed Indian private airlines to fly
abroad, he added.

About 2,500 delegates, including 1,500
overseas Indians from 60 countries, are par-
ticipating in the three-day meet which will
also have a special plenary session on disas-
ter management in view of the devastating
tsunami tragedy and deliberate over prob-
lems faced by Indians in the Guif.

Dr Singh said the government should try
and wean away the NRIs in the Gulf from
bank deposits to even equity oriented sav-
ings. He noted that India owes a lot to the
people of Indian origin in the Persian Gulf
whose regular financial remittances home
have played an important role in building the
country’s foreign exchange reserve that now
amounts to over $130 million.

There are many issues of concern for
NRIs in the Gulf, including those pertaining
to work contract and conditions, Dr Singh
said. He assured them that the ministry of
overseas Indian affairs would try to resolve
these issues and also protect the returns on
their savings.

The Prime Minister, a product of the
Partition, said he understood the complex
psyche of Indian immigrants well as he him-
sett-had" migrated-from his place of birth
under difficult circumstances, in a time of
crisis. “As migrants in search of a home and
a living, my family and many other families
like mine had to work harder.”

Dr Singh also called for “massive invest-
ment in infrastructure, both social and eco-
nomic, rural and urban, to step up the rate
of economic growth to seven to eight per
cent per annum”, “I believe the economy
must absorb up to $150 billion of investment
in infrastructure over the next decade for us
to be able to increase our growth rate,” he
said. “India needs your investment. We are
committed to make India attractive enough
for you to invest here. I commit our govern-
ment to work to creating an environment
conducive to the growth of the spirit of
adventure and enterprise.”

Only one organisation, the Indian Asso-
ciation in Sharjah, boycotted today’s progra-
mme protesting the decision not to open up
the India-Gulf sector for private airlines.

The Prime Minister observed thm PC calls for NRI investment: pagey

N



0

Q0

"« Pravasi Divas s

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, JAN. 7. Diverse subjects
were discussed at the plenary
session of the Third Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas here today —
the theme of which was ‘India:
A hub for globalisation’. How-
ever, the thread running
through most of the discussions
was the economic progress of
India.

‘Colonial hangover’

The ball was set rolling by
Raghuram Rajan, economic
counsellor and Director of Re-
search of the International
Monetary Fund, who insisted
that the Indian economy was
still not very open to foreign
goods and services, labour or
knowledge.

On the IMF’s trade restric-
tiveness index, India had a score
of 8 that placed the country
amongst the most restrictive
ones.

He attributed the Indian
tendency to be so closed to their
colonial experience and said
some Indians saw the process of
opening up as neo-colonialism
by foreign multinationals foist-
ed upon them “by a fifth co-
lumn of ueo-liberal Indian
economists.” There was a big
difference between a monopo-
list colonial power and a multi-
pational and there was no
credible evidence that foreign
firms had conspired to exploit
India or they had misbehaved
any more than similarly placed
Indian firms.

To argue that the Indians
were admirers of the multina-
tionals at micro levels, Mr. Ra-
jan said: “And in the most
revealing of markets — the Indi-
an marriage market — getting a
job in a multinational has al-
ways been seen as a plus, al-
rlxgs} on par with being in the

‘Tell the West’

Industrialist Rahul Bajaj, who
presided over the deliberation,
did not seem to agree with Mr.
Rajan’s comments. Mr. Bajaj
suggested that the economist
tell some of these ideas to the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
and others in the West to get

The Suriname Vice-President, Jules Ra&aoe
with the Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh,
Bharatiya Divas in Mumbai on Friday. —

their agricultural sector liberal-
ised. He said the restrictive and
protectionist policies of the U.S.
and the West in the agricultural
sector were “shameful” and det-
rimental to India.

The Union Finance Minister,

w

P. Chidambaram, was of the
same view but expressed him-
self more diplomatically. As an
Indian and an administrator, he
perceived globalisation as the
reaping of the advantages of the
global market and the seizing of

“Investments of NRIs
will-be safe”

MUMBAI, JAN. 7. The Minister for
Overseas Indians Affairs, Jag-
dish Tytler, today assured the
Indian Diaspora that their in-
vestments and property in the
country of their birth would be
safeguarded.

Addressing the plenary ses-
sion, “Initiatives for the Dias-
pora” at the NCPA here today,
M. Tytler said his Ministry had
suggested that special courts
be set up to hear cases of prop-
erty and investment of NRIs.
“Let’s see what happens,” he
said.

Mr. Tytler said there were
cases of Indian workers in the
Gulf, especially housemaids

and nurses, being ill-treated
and about 12,000 girls aban-
doned by NRIs after marriage.
“Give me six months time and
you will get a positive signal in
affairs related to you,” he said.

S. Krishnakumar, Secretary
in the Ministry, said dual citi-
zenship would enable overseas
Indians to invest in agriculture
property in India.

This benefit would be apart
from the Person of Indian Ori-
gin (PIO) card that enables vi-
sa-free travel and educational
facilities, among other things.
The details and modalities of
dual citizenship were being
worked out. — UNI

mar Ajodhla, lighting a lamp along
to inaugurate the third Pravasi
Photo:
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the opportunity it afforded to
abolish poverty and provide a
decent life to all Indians.

He said the Indian service
sectors had reaped the benefits
and the manufacturing sector
was poised to do so but the
same was being denied to the
agricultural sector. That meant
65 per cent of Indians were be-
ing denied the benefits because
the developed countries did not
want to open their markets.

‘Waiting for the cobra’

The beer baron, Karan F. Bili-
moria, chief executive of Cobra
Beer Ltd, UK, and one of the
most successful Indians abroad,
said that a majority of Indians
earned less than a dollar a day, a
situation that was not accept-
able. He asked the Indian Gov-
ernment to emulate England
where the entetprise was so free
that he needed no licence or
permission to start his industry.

Other countries had acquired
sobriquets such as tigers, lions
or dragons because of their ro-
bust economies and growth, he
said, adding that he was co
dent the Indian economy
be known as cobra!
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Controversy over anthém
irks Smdhl communs

TiMes News NETWORK [

h abad/Vadodara: The\ anthem
row, sparked by a petition in the Supreme
Court seeking deletion of the word ‘Sindh’
from the National Anthem, has evoked an
angry response from the Sindhi commu-
nity in Gujarat.

What is it that makes up Sindh? Is it
merely a piece of land that they lost in the
bloody Partition, or does it also include the

kpresented the Sindhi peopiée should
ot be deleted from the National Anthem,”
ys Harish Jethmalani, vice-president of
e Akhil Bharatiya Sindhi Boli Aur Sahitya
Sabha. “Without any fresh cause, there is re-
ally no reason to raise the issue now and un-
necessarily create hatred in the minds of the
people  of the two  countries.”
Jetho Lalwani, director of the National
Council for Promotion of Sindhi Language,
says that any move to delete ‘Sindh’ will only

Sindhi people and the cul-
ture they brought to India?
Sindhis ask. For many
Sindhis, deleting the word
‘Sindh’ from the National
Anthem is like adding in-
sult to injury. “You may ar-
gue that the province does
not belong here. But what
about the Sindhis who live
here? There are around 70

be political as the word
‘Sindh’ also finds mention
in the Vedas. According to
him, it is an integral part of
the Indian civilisation.
“The word ‘Hind’ comes
1 from the word ‘Sindhu’,
which later became ‘Indus’
and ‘India’,” he says.
“Many important Hindu
texts were conceived on the

lakhs of us in the country and our senti-
ments should be taken into account,” says
Parmanand Khattar, a former minister.

According to Amar Doulatani, president
of All-India Sindhi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, an apex body of several Sind-
hi organisations, this is for the first time
that such an issue has been raised. “It’s not
a question of a province or a piece of land
but that of millions of Sindhis who feel
strongly for the country,” says Doulatani,
who is also the secretary-general of Sindhi
Council of India.

However, community leaders in Vadodara
handled the issue with remarkable poise.
“The issue had cropped up even when Jawa-
harlal Nehru was prime minister and he had
resolved the matter, saying that Sindh also

banks of t indhu river. The Sindhis may
have lost the region called Sindh, but they
have always been identified with India.”

Sudhir Khurana, the managing trustee
of Sindhu Seva Samaj, a socio-cultural or-
ganisation, was just 13 during the Parti-
tion. Khurana recalls how the issue was
raised after the Partition. “Sindhis suf-
fered the most in the Partition. Unlike
Punjab and Bengal, India never got its part
of Sindh, rendering the entire community
homeless. But in no time, we became a part
of the mainstream India. And if someone
still raises such an issue, it pains us. After
all, ‘Sindh’ in the National Anthem does
not merely represent the land, but also
stands for the people, the language and cul-
ture,” he says.
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FARMERS’ SUICIDES
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n the recent past, there has
Ibeen a wave of farmers’

suicides in Andhra Pradesh.
The suicide by seven debt-ridden
farmers in August, 2004 would
show that these are continuing
unabated, and the farmers conti-
nue to be a frustrated lot. It was
earlier reported that 750 farmers
in this state had committed
suicide in recent months, and
around 950 farmers had commit-
ted suicide last year, and over
3,000 in the last five years.

Also, more than 850 farmers
in Karnataka had committed sui-
cide in 2003-04, and 49 farmers
in Maharashtra had committed
suicide since June 2004. Hun-
dreds of farmers in the past also
ended their lives in different
parts of the country as they
could not stand the impact of
natural calamities and owing to
their inability to repay loans.

Crop failures

Hundreds of farmers in and
around Kanpur threatened to
commit suicide in 2002 because
of crop failures. These suicides
by farmers mostly took place in
the cotton and groundnut grow-
ing areas of Andhra Pradesh,
and cash crop plantations in Ke-
rala. Rural indebtedness, the
unbearable pain of hunger, and
failure of crops due to either
supply of spurious fertilisers and
pesticides or due to unseasonal
rains and hailstorms or drought
contributed to the suicides.

These farmers have also not
been getting proper remunera-
tive prices for their produce. The
liberalised import of farm pro-
ducts also had an adverse effect
on domestic growers. To check
such distressing events, and to
help the farming community, the
government has made certain
policy changes. It has removed
restrictions on storage, sale and
movement of food and agro-
products. And it has decided to
remove export controls, and to
build cold storages and rural
godowns. These steps did not
prove effective in checking these
tragic events. There is a need to
ensure food availability to poor
farmers.

The Economic Survey has
underlined the need for reorien-
tation in the overall agricultural
strategy to reform procurement
and price support policies, to
focus attention on improving
non-cereals production and to
develop the rural infrastructure.
Decentralisation of procure-
ment was also recommended.

The agro policy envisaged an
annual growth of over four per
~ cent. It provided a comprehen-
3ive crop insurance for farmers
from sowing to post-harvest ope-
rations to protect their interests.
Agriculture has also been accor-
ded a status of industry.

In the past, it is the rich and
progressive farmers who have

The author is former Principal Scien-
tist, Indian Agricultural Research
Institute, New Delhi.

By YP GUPTA

been beneficiaries as a result of
which the disparity between the
rich and the poor farmers in-
creased manifold. These poor
farmers took loans to keep up
with the rich farmers, but they
have been unlucky when their
crops failed. Also, agricultural
development in the sate did not
generate sufficient employment
opportunities. As a result, the
number of unemployed educa-
ted youth increased manifold.
Therefore, the farm policy has to
implement land reforms speed-

private sector participation
through contract farming, cor-
recting imbalances of the east-
ern, hilly, rainfed and drought-
prone areas, augumenting in-
come of the farming community,
thrust in processing, marketing
and storage facilities.

The policy envisaged an effec-
tive pricing strategy to ensure
remunerative and profitable pri-
ces to farmers for their produce
and a better public distribution
system for the needy. There
would be flexibility in the fixa-

ily. India’s new economic policy
has been posing new challenges
to the farm sector because of
growing population, dwindling
natural resources, depleting un-
derground water resources and
growing indebtedness. In recent
years, there have been a disturb-
ing trend in respect of stagnating
yield and decline in productivity.
Also, the problems arising out of
green revolution are now emerg-
ing resuiting in general degra-
dation of environment and na-
tural resources.

Major chailenges

The national agro policy was
framed to meet the major chal-
lenges of Indian agriculture on
increasing production and pro-
ductivity to ensure food security
for the rising population, and to
restructure the farm front to
benefit the farming community.
It highlighted various short-
comings in the rural sector in
respect of regional disparities re-
garding uneven development
and low levels of productivity,
low incomes and unfavourable
prices, problems in relation to
rainfed and dryland areas, un-
employment, lack of rural indus-
try, constraints on movement,
storage and sale of agricultural
products, etc.

The policy was aimed at achie-
ving growth based on efficient
use of resources, conserving soil,
water and biodiversity, and mee-
ting the challenges of economic
liberalisation. A major highlight
of the policy was promotion of

I
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tion of support prices on a regio-
nal basis depending on the trans-
port cost. There is also a provi-
sion to protect farmers from the
adverse impact of price fluctua-
tions in the world market. It is
proposed to remove regional
imbalances to accelerate econo-
mic development to cover all
sectors of agriculture including
horticulture, livestock, fisheries
and sericulture. Also, land ceil-
ing laws would be enforced, and
women headed families would
be preferred in the matter of
distribution of land.

The rural-based approach is
intended to meet socio-econo-
mic aspirations of the farming
community to improve their liv-
ing standards. Today’s agricul-
ture is a high cost and energy
intensive technology, which
needs high inputs in respect of
quality seeds, chemical fertilis-
ers, pesticides, irrigation, farm
mechanisation, etc. Therefore,
farming became costly even
though the fertiliser subsidy con-
tinued. But small and marginal
farmers have not been able to
afford these inputs. It is the rich
and progressive farmers who
could provide them and have
been beneficiaries. There was no
mechanism to help poor farmers
per se.

The present policy of a tax-
free farm income largely bene-
fited rich farmers who became
richer from the green revolution.
They became big landlords and a
privileged group, which created
disparities in the rural areas.

Policy Changes Needed To Remove Rural Disparities

Also, technological developmen-
ts increased rural disparities.
The gap between rich and poor
farmers widened. The rich
became richer and the poor
became poorer. The farm policy
has to work out a mechanism to
take the benefits of subsidised
inputs and incentive pricing to
poor farmers to lift them above
the poverty line. In rural India,
agriculture is the most important
means of livelihood for over 65
per cent of the population. It is
thus necessary to achieve sus-

tainable development of agricul-

ture. The policy is intended to
creatc employment potential
and year-round work for farming
families so that small and margi-
nal farmers and agricultural
labourers are gainfully employed
and do not seek employment
elsewhere, and their income
level is raised.

Disparities

As such, there should be pro-
per development of agro-based
industries like fruits and vegeta-
ble processing facilities on the
pattern of milk processing facili-
ties provided under Operation
Flood, and there should be im-
petus fordevelopment of live-
stock. It is only balanced deve-
lopment of both agriculture and
industry, which could help in
removing socio-economic dis-
parities.

Our food output in 2003-04 is
estimated to be around 211 mil-
lion tonnes, which came down to
183.2 million tonnes in 2002-03
from 212 million tonnes in 2001-
02. It is likely to decline in 2004-
05 due to deficiency in monsoon
rainfall. The present estimate
would not suffice to feed our
growing population of over 1080
million, if the entire half-fed po-
pulation is fully fed. At present,
one-third of the population is
half-fed due to poverty and lack
of purchasing power. A deter-
mined effort is, therefore, requi-
red to improve our food pro-
ductivity.

It is unfortunate that the right
to food has not been given over-
riding priority as there is hardly
any concern for poor farmers'
sufferings. The public distribu-
tion system has to be revamped;
the “Antyodaya Anna Yojna”
programme has to be expanded
to cover rural households and to

create employment opportuni-

ties to generate income of poor
farmers to enable them to
procure food. There is an urgent
need to overhaul socio-economic
and farm policies to remove rural
disparities and to alleviate rural
poverty. Massive efforts are
required for increasing crop
yields to improve the rural infra-
structure. The task of ensuring
food to the vast population par-
ticularly to the poor to make In-
dia hunger-free is most chal-
lenging. It is the responsibility of
the state governments to imple-
ment poverty-alleviation progra-
mmes and prevent starvatio
deaths among poor farmers,



All about a word ‘?'

= On Monday, SC issued a

notice to the Centreona
petition that has sought
deletion of ‘Sindh’ from the
national anthem and its
replacement with a ‘proper’
word, such as ‘*Kashmir’

El

Petitioner argued Sindh has
become a part of Pakistan.
its recitation in our anthem
violates Pak’s sovereignty
‘and hurts the feelings of
100 crore Indians’

» Petition cited the precedent

of Russia, which changed its
anthem in keeping with

the changing geo-political
realities

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Nandini R. Iyer and amanwaya
New Delhi, January 3

‘KASHMIR’ INSTEAD of ‘Sindh’ in the
national anthem? Culture czars, writers
and legal experts are livid at the thought
of anyone revising Tagore’s poem to
“Punjab, Kashmir, Gujarat, Maratha...."”
Though it’s up to the apex court to decide
whether to uphold or reject a petition that
seeks to replace “Sindh” with “Kashmir”
in the anthem, everyone seems firmly
against any such move.

“No writer or poet worth his salt will
cede authority to a government or a
court to alter his work,” said Gopi Chand
Narang, chairperson, Sahitya Akademi.
“At best, he will decline to allow his work
to be used. But Tagore is not here to de-

S . Need to rewrite anthem?

fend himself. Jana gana mana is an
artistic expression of patriotism; it's not
a political statement and doesn't violate
political sovereignty™

The sentiment was echoed by Khush-
want Singh. “We as a nation go in for triv-
ial things,” he said. “The poem was com-
posed in 1911 or 1912. Replacing ‘Sindh’
with ‘Kashmir’ will ruin its rhythm.”

Lawyers reluctantly conceded that the
rewrite can be done, as the anthem is not
constitutionally protected. “You don't
have to amend the Constitution.” said
senior counsel Anil Diwan. “It can be
changed by a law.” Shanti Bhushan
agreed. “The people are sovereign. So, if
Parliament wants, it can change the na-
tional anthem. But where is the justifi-
cation for such a change?”
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