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 Ghising wins, Darjeeling

.

tobe %gth

\ -
S gﬁ(\ ‘Bharti Jaiz
NEW DELHI 17 NOVEMBER

HE Centre, givingin to a
T long-standing demand of
the Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front (GNLF) chief and
caretaker head of the Darjeel-
ing-Gorkha Hill Coundil
(DGHC) Subash Ghisingh, is set
to include the Darjeeling hills in
West Bengal in the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution.
A tripartite memorandum
of settlement creating an au-
tonomous, self-governing body
for administering the Darjeel-
ing-Gorkha hill region is likely
to be signed at a meeting with
Union home minister Shivraj
Patil, West Bengal chief minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
and Mr Ghising here on No-
vember 25. _

. According tp the memoran-
dum, which is on the lines of
the Bodo accord, the au-
tonomous region to be recog-
nised under the Sixth Schedule
may include — apart from the
hill regions of Darjeeling —

Piw—

some areas (equivalent of a
mouza) of the Siliguri plains as
well. This will have to be rati-
fied by the Parliament.

Mr Ghisingh had been de-
manding a Sixth Schedule sta-
tus for the Darjeeling hills for
quite some time now and had
refused to hold elections to the
DGHC unless the Centre and
West  Bengal government
agreed to the same.

Though there was some op-
position from the government,
which feared that a constitu-
tional status for DGHC may
trigger similar demands from
other hill regions dominated by
tribals, it now seems that both
New Delhi and Kolkata are
willing to take the risk.

Once the tripartite agreement
conferring Sixth Schedule status
of DGHC areas is cleared, West

Bengal will be,the first state,out-
sidg the North East to come up;-

der its ‘purview. The Sixth
Schedule currently includes
tribal areas of Assam, Megha-
laya, Tripura and Mizoram.
Interestingly, the tribal com-

Schedgle now

%nem of the DGHC region is
not 50% or above — a condi-
tion for inclusion in the Sixth
Schedule. The authorities,
however, cite the example of
the Bodo Autonomous Coun-
cil, which also enjoys special
status under the Sixth Sched-
ule despite not having 50%
tribal population.

In any case, there is a propos-
al to confer tribal status on
Nepali Gorkhas, and when this
is done, the DGHC would auto-
matically have majority tribal
population, making it eligible
for Sixth Schedule status.

The Sixth Schedule status for
the DGHC would essentially
entail legislative powers,
greater economic, educational
and linguistic autonomy, be-
sides preserving the tribals’
land rights and ethnic identity.

Ay, 12:member, . executive
cgw}mi, accordipg to,the tri-
partite pact, is to be set up for
governing DGHC areas. The
chief and deputy chief of this
body will enjoy the status of a
Cabinet minister.
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urviving stalwarts of the undivided CPI may be too startled

for words by Subhas Ghisingh'’s latest grandstanding. Hav-
ing flown the trial balloon of Gorkhaland in the forties, they
and the present set of apparatchiks of the Bengal Left will
find the GNLF leader’s suggestion that the DGHC area be
made part of Bangladesh too hot a potato. It’s another pie in
the sky that comes soon after the state government unveiled
its draft report on Darjeeling, a roadmap that aims at deve-
lopment under Article 371 and relegates the autonomy issue
to the footnotes. Ghisingh has been shrewd enough to hedge
the issue though lesser lights in the GNLF have rejected the
draft. After maintaining a deceptive silence for over a fort-
night, he now comes up with an outlandish, even a double-
edged formula — merger with Bangladesh or autonomy
under the Sixth Schedule. Clearly, he is intent on exploiting
the geo-politics of the region. The proposal is reminiscent of
his statement before the 1999 elections when he compared
the DGHC to a snapped kite that could land in Nepal,
Bhutan or Bangladesh.

That indeed would be an incredibly absurd chapter in
South Asian studies. As absurd perhaps as his parallel de-
mand that the DGHC be governed under the Sixth Schedule
that runs counter to the state’s objectives under Article 371,
In effect, Ghisingh as indeed the rank and file of the GNLF
are clamouring for tribal status along with the state-spon-
sored freebies. The DGHC area will then be administered by
an autonomous District Council under the Governor’s con-
trol. The GNLF leader’s suggestion seems intended to seve-
rely curtail the powers of the state and scuttle Article 371 at
the threshold. It comes at a particularly critical juncture,
when Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee is trying to bring about
momentous changes in the Hills without upsetting the
political contours. Gorkha ethnicity has been accepted, save
the right to secede. This seems a fairly sensible proposal to
deal with an area that has been in the melting pot since the
eighties. It is time the Left Front government called Sub
Ghlsmgh s bluff with a devastating snub.

e
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Uphill task in Darjeeling 9

Qékﬁ‘w after the undivided CPI flew a trial ba oon called
Gorkhaland, the Bengal Left has given a new spin to its
dealings with the hills. Implicit in the draft report on the
proposed development board is the first major attempt to
redefine the Gorkhaland movement. The autonomy issue,
the foundation of the DGHC and indeed the bedrock of the
agitation that swept the hills in the eighties, doesn’t even get
a footnote treatment; it has been ignored altogether. The
GNLF’s outright rejection of the draft wasn’t entirely unex-
pected, though Subhas Ghisingh himself continues to play
footsie on the issuc. His offer to agree to any option —
Article 371 or the Sixth Schedule — provided it is accepted
by the Hill people is neither here nor there. There will be no
increase in the powers of the DGHC and the development
board may eventually emerge as an alternative to the hill
council. And for the first time, the state has given the
assurance of constitutional guarantees. Buddhadet
Bhattacharjee has been fairly dexterous in playing his cards
He seems set to bring about momentous changes in the
Hills, without rocking the boat just yet. Unlike the undividec
CPI, 'the party now is against Gorkhaland; it seems to have
accepted self-determination of Gorkha ethnicity minus the
right to secede.

The striking feature is that the state government has taken
recourse to Article 371 to draw up a roadmap without poli-
tical contours. The name of the game is “accelerated deve-
lopment”. And towards that end, the government has given
short shrift to the political process. The effort runs counter
to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council Act, 1988, that had
granted autonomy. The planned development is bound to be
carried out on the state’s terms. The council will only have
executive powers with no authority to enact legislation, a
demand that was made under the Sixth Schedule. Political
parties may even find it difficult to accept the council’s com-
position; the DGHC can accommodate only three hili MLAs
and its chairman has been stripped of his powers to nominate
three members. The state government strengthens its control
with the right to nominate four. And the CPI-M’s vote bank
is taken care of with one-third women'’s representation and
guaranteed quotas for SC/STs. For all the changes in the hill
council’s functions and composition, it boils down to the
party’s anxiety to protect its constituency. It seems unlikely
that the likes of Madan Tamang, AIGL president, will accept

the draft. Nor for that matter will Ghlsmgh find it easy 0
reconcile himself to the government’s proposéal t
Electign Commission handle the councxl elec ons
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- Backward race in HlllS

Statesman Naws ;

DARJEELING, June 1.
— In the race to become
Backward, some bloopers
are to be expected.

Various communities to-
day, as directed by GNLF
president Mr Subash Ghi-
singh, who has been clam-
ouring for tribal status to
DGHC areas, thronged the
Circuit House here to meet
the head of the chairman of
the National Commission
for Backward Classes, Mr
Ram Surat Singh. They put
in piles of files containing
documents to establish
their tribal identity.

What they conveniently
forgot was that the NCBC
looks after requests for
inclusion into  Other
Backward Classes and the

04 JUN 2005

welfare of the so-listed
communities.

The requests for inclu-
sion into the Scheduled
Tribe list are handled by
the National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes. Mr
Singh told the community
representatives that an
application would have to
be made to the NCST.
“Just by your saying that
you have to be made trib-
als, won’t help,” he said.

The demand to get
enlisted in the ST list has
gained popularity among
the various races that con-
stitute the Nepalese com-
munity following the re-
cent demand of Mr Ghi-
singh to include the DG-
HC in the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution. The
Schedule is meant for pre-
dominantly tribal areas of

tge North east. ( oW N

While some‘ ethnic
Nepali groups like the
Tamang and Limboo
already enjoy ST status,
the majority of the

Nepalese — which Mr ¢
Ghisingh insists should be

called Gorkhas — are part
of the “general” popula-

tion. In the present eupho- |

ria to get the Backward

tag, amore specifically trib- |

als, even the Nepalese
Brahmins are claiming
that 300 years ago they
were tribals.

Ironically Mr Ghisingh,

who had once rejected the .
description of Nepalese as

tribals, today met Mr
Singh. The GNLF chief
demanded that the entire
Hill people be declared
Tribals and he submitted a
detailed application,

14



TDP urges Leftvto/prevent

d1v1510

HYDERABAD, May 29.
— Telegu Desam Party
today appealed to the Left
parties to join hands with
them to prevent further
division of Andhra Prade-
sh even as TDP president
Mr N Chandrababu Naidu
said he would lay down his
life to preserve Andhra
Pradesh’s unity.

“The UPA speaks of
consensus. But then, only
_ if the Left parties say ‘yes’,
would a separate Telan-
gana state be formed. And
it is our firm belief that
they (the Left) would not
do that. We are inviting
them to join us for the
cause of our state’s
integrity,” TDP leader Mr

30 May 2003

of Andhira

C Rajeshwara Rao said
while moving the resolu-
tion on an integrated state
at the party’s annual con-
vention here today.

The party allowed maxi-
mum time, over two hours,
for a threadbare discussion
on the issue. “Let us bring
together friendly parties
on this issue. Let us hold
meetings across the state
to display the unity of
Telugu people. Let us
explain the importance of
unity to the people,” TDP
leaders maintained.

TDP leaders were of the
view that India was yet to
achieve a complete sense
of nationalism, as there
were several regional senti-

ments. “When we talk
about globalisation, the
identity of 100 crore

N»
&4

p~_.
i SLT

‘*w‘“u

{'Pradesh

Indians should be given
protection. For such a unit-
ed India, a united AP is
imperative,” Mr Rao said.
Mr Naidu intervened
saying: “Let us prepare for
any sacrifice to maintain
our territorial integrity. If
need be, we will lay down
our lives for the unity of the
state.” The TDP, whether in
power or not, had always
been consistent on main-
taining an integrated state,
he said and added that there
were regional imbalances
and the development of
backward areas was the only
way to address it.
Interestingly, Mr Naidu
almost hailed Indira
Gandhi for rejecting sepa-
rate statehood even at the
height of the Telangana
movement in the 1970s.
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‘GNLF dra
to propose
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HT COrrespondent R {
Darjeeling, May 24 7 .

GNLF CHIEF Subash Ghisingh
has finally broken his silence on
recent developments concerning
the fate of the DGHC. He has said
he would consider both Article
371 and the 6th Schedule of the
Constitution and would opt for
the one he felt was more suitable
for the hill people — both politi-
cally and economically.

At the same time, he pointed a
finger at the state government,
the Centre and certain hill lead-
ers, saying they were the main
obstacles to a separate state of
Gorkhaland. Talking to the me-
dia on the occasion of Buddha
Jayanti on Monday, Ghisingh
said the state government should
be more transparent regarding
its draft proposal seeking the ap-
plication of Article 371. “It is not
clear what they have proposed. I
have not seen the draft proposal
yet,” Ghisingh said.

The GNLF chief, for the first
time, openly said that his party
was preparing a draft proposal
for Darjeeling’s inclusion in the
6th Schedule. “The basis of our
proposal is the census report of
1931,” ‘he said. The document
characterises the entire Gorkha
community as Hill Tribes. The
list also includes Brahmins and
Chettris ((Khas).

On whether the Scheduled
Castes within the Gorkha com-
munity could be given Sched-
uled Tribe status, Ghisingh said,
“We will have to see.” He said
the 6th Schedule had provisions
for running an area by an elect-
ed body, waving off speculation
that he would press for a nomi-
nated panel.

He also scotched rumours that
the 6th Schedule was his alterna-
tive to the demand for Gorkha-
land. “The 6th Schedule and Gor-
khaland are two separate issues.
The 6th Schedule does in no way
close the doors on the Gorkhaland

o w e e

Schedule-

‘u i, e

The state government should
have been mare transparent
regarding its draft proposal,
seeking the application of
Article 371. It is not clear
what they have proposed

demand,” he maintained.

Ghisingh also reacted to talks
of a Maoist shadow on Hill poli-
tics following the publication of a
recent article in Janadesh (mou-
thpiece of Nepal Maoists), which
claimed “it is only the Maoists
who can achieve the goal of
Gorkhaland in Darjeeling, where
parties are entangled in electoral
drama.” The GNLF chief dis
missed it as “a bogus political ex
ercise with no credibility”.

The article, incidentally, alsc
accused Ghisingh of betraying
the Gorkhaland cause. It de
scribed the current debate or
empowering the DGHC eithex
under the Sixth Schedule or Ar-
ticle 371 as an attempt to under-
mine the Gorkhaland demand

‘and divide the Indian Nepalis.

Ghisingh also refuted the cha-
rge levelled by Madan Tamang.
chairman, People’s Democratic
Front (PDF), that Ghisingh was
hobnobbing with people from
the other side of the border and
that two Nepalese writers — Na-
gendra Sharma and Kishor Ad-
hikari— had held meetings with
him in Darjeeling.

THE HIDIST AN g
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Maoist boost *
to Gorkhaland -

~

KESHAV Pradhan T ¥

Kathmandu, May 17 R R A

5 -
JUST WHEN it seemed as though all was quiet on
the northern front, the ghost of Gorkhaland is
back from nowhere to give Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee sleepless nights.

If one Subash Ghisingh was trouble enough, the
cause of a separate homeland for North Bengal’s
Gorkhas has lately found new and far more dan-
gerous and ideologically radical proponents:
Maoists rebels, both Indian and Nepalese, giving
the issue a whole new international dimension.

The development is seen as part of a move by the
underground rebels to expand their base across the
strategic region hemmed in by Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Sikkim, Assam and Bihar. Coming un-
der their growing influence, a section of Nepali-
speaking youths from Bhutan have already set up
the Communist Party of Bhutan (Marxist-Lenin-
ist-Maoist).

An article in Tuesday’s Janadesh, the Nepalese
Maoists’ mouthpiece, said, “It’s only the Maoists
who can achieve the goal of Gorkhaland in Darjeel-
ing where parties are entangled in electoral drama.

“The creation of Gorkhaland is not possible un-
til the movement is turned into a class struggle
against imperialist, feudal and expansionist forces.
The people of Darjeeling, the Terai and the Dooars
are waiting for a party that will obtain Gorkhaland
for them,” the article said.

It accused GNLF chief Subash Ghisingh of be-
traying the Gorkhaland cause and called the cur-
rent debate on empowering the DGHC either under
Sixth Schedule or Article 371 of the Constitution an
attempt to undermine the Gorkhaland demand .

India-Nepal .-

. mo
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TDP on way
Out BJP to talk

\{f elan

s NETWORK

New Delhi: Bracing for any
rupture of ties with its south-
ern ally, Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), BJP has decided to re-
vive its plank for the separate
Telengana state to be carved
out of Andhra Pradesh.

BJP, which feels that TDP
supremo N Chandrababu
Naidu might call it quits as
early as on May 29 at the Ma-
hanaadu congregation of par-
ty workers, has already in-
structed its workers to put the
separate  Tel- ;
egana issue
back on the
frontburner.
The party has
historically
supported the
creation of the
separate state, A B Vajpayee
but had to de-emphasise the is-
sue to appease Naidu who with
a strong TDP contingent in
Lok Sabha provided numerical
buffer to the Vajpayee govern-
ment and who would not coun-
tenance any idea of the bifur-

macation of Andhra Pradesh.

As it gets ready to renew the
advocacy for the separate state,
the party leadership has decid-
ed against directly targeting
Naidu, which could provoke
him to severe the ties immedi-
ately.

The party’s estimate of
Naidu’s intentions is in line
with the assessment in other
quarters that there was little
incentive for the former chief
minister to persist with the
arrangement. A key factor be-
hind the formation of the Unit-
ed Front government in 1996,

’3’ KA N\”’

gana e

Naidu was forced to vger to-
wards BJP because of the ap-
peal of former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
Andhra Pradesh. The rise in
its ratings was not as huge as
to make BJP a Division A side,
but big enough to provide
Naidu an edge in a direct fight
with the main adversary, Con-
gress. The result was a part-
nership which often came un-
der strain, but held on because
of the BJP’s need for numbers
in the Lok Sabha, and Naidu’s
stakeina “frlendly” Centre. |

Naidu sees
little profit in
continuing the
partnership af-
ter the erosion
of Vajpayee’s
appeal and the
assessment that
getting into the
clinch with BJP cost him the
support of Muslims.

BJP’s tactical retreat on Te-
lengana for the sake of an al-
liance is of a piece with the
backtracking it has done on
the issue of a separate state of
Vidarbha. Though a consistent
champion of the statehood for
Vidarbha, it had to agree to
suspend the campaign in defer-
ence to the wishes of the sen-
ior saffron partner, Shiv Sena.

Party strategists see advan-
tage in reving up the campaign
for Telengana. It feels that Te-
lengana Rashtra Samiti which
reaped a rich harvest of votes
in both Lok Sabha and state
polls on the strength of the sep-
arate state plank, runs a real
risk of loss of credibility be-
cause of its failure to make
good its pledge.

C Naidu

R S A —
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Left for red light on
Telangana statehood

HT Correspondent Lot
New Delhi, May 6 PRI S Vo

THE CPI(M) has opposed the formation
of a separate Telangana state and told
the UPA Coordination Committee
group considering the issue that it
would "weaken the federal principie”
and "open up a plethora of demands for
new states".

In a communiqué to defence minis-
ter Pranab Mukherijee, group chair-
man and CPI(M) general secretary
Prakash Karat said linguistic states
provided the bedrock for the country's
federal system and contributed to the
federal polity.

"Dividing these states into smaller
states will weaken the federal principle:
Small states emerging out of the divi-
sion of ' linguistically homogenous
states will be more dependent on the
Centre and this will militate against the
federal principle," he said.

"The CPI(M) has always held that we
need both a strong Centre and strong
states to strengthen national unity,”
Karat added.

The leader said that instead of tack-
ling the root cause of regional imbal-
ance, backwardness and underdevelop-
ment, the demand for new states would
be a diversion and open up a host of in-
tra-state problems. This would height-
en differences and weaken the unity of
the people.

Karat said Telangana was historical-
1y underdeveloped and had lagged be-
hind in development since Indepen-
dence too. Suggesting a number of

\"\‘

oo Ty
KARAT'S TAKE ‘

n CPM is of view that creation of a
separate state will ‘weaken fed-
eral principle’ and ‘open up a
plethora of demands for new
states’

B It feels the move would be a
diversion and it would open up a
host of intra-state problems

M It would also heighten differ-
ences among the people

W He suggested that a comprehen-
sive fand distribution programme
be undertaken in the state with
the focus on Telangana

steps for the region's development, he
said priority should be given to irriga-
tion projects that cater to Telangana's
needs.

Karat suggested that a comprehen-
sive land distribution programme be
undertaken in the state with the focus
on Telangana; special steps be taken to
improve the economic and social con-
ditions of Dalits, tribals and minori-
ties.

He said a high-powered committee
should be formed to undertake a compre-
hensive study of imbalanced develop-
ment among different regions and dis-
tricts, a development index for each man-
dal should be developed on this basis and
comprehensive plans prepared.
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Karat Wdrning
on Telengana "

. Y
NE\&JELHI May 5. - m
The CPBM general sec- : .
retary, . Mr ' Prakash
Karat,in a note to Mr
Pranab Mukherjee,
chairman of the group
appointed by the UPA
coordination committee
on the subject of a sepa-
rate Telengana state, said S
acceding to-the demand

for such ‘a-state . “will Prakash Karat
open up a plethora of demands for new states to
be carved out of existing linguistic states”. .

The CPI-M has instead suggested steps to
tackle the root cause of regional imbalance,
backwardness and underdevelopment in the
Telengana region. The note called for giving
priority to irrigation projects, land distribution
programmes, improved educational facilities,
special measures for socio-economic develop-
ment of Dalits, Girijans and tribals and alloca-
tion of special funds to the region.

“Small states emerging out of the division of
the linguistically homogenous states will be
more deperident on the Centre and this will
militate ggainst the federal principle. The CPI-
M has glways held that we need both a strong
Centg€ and strong states to strengthen nation-
al unity,” the party note maintained. — SNS
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Darjeeling: Going

he Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council,

“a unique exercise in Indian federal-

ism established 16 years ago is

about to be discarded as a failure. A

- general consensus over its inefficacy now

prevails and that includes the West Bengal
government.

Writers” Buildings has agreed on the need
to overhaul the purported “autonomous hill
council”, which it has been claiming for long
as a “model” for the country. Hopefully, this
time the Marxists will be sincere and discard
hyperbole. (It is another matter that the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Council was set up in 1995 on the lines of
the DGHC.)

After two years of unprecedented vio-
lence for separate statehood rocked the

Darjeeling Hills, the DGHC was set up in .

1988. The politico-administrative set-up was
a result of a tripartite agreement among the
State government, the Centre and the
Gorkha National Liberation Front, led by
Subash Ghisingh. The council’s mandate
was to advance hill people socially, econom-
ically, educationally and culturally, by lend-
ing a measure of autonomy to the region.
After 16 years, however, the general feeling
in Darjeeling is that of despondency.
Economic opportunities are negligible, edu-
cation and health facilities inspire no confi-
dence, infrastructure is antiquated and the
fragile hill ecology is under threat. The peo-
ple feel that the DGHC has failed to meet
their aspirations. Rather, the council has
bred corruption and criminalised politics,
even as living conditions of the masses dete-
riorated.

The DGHC elections, due before 25
March 2004, has been put on hold by the
state government indefinitely. Since the
beginning of this year, four rounds of tripar-
tite talks have been held in New Delhi, with
Mr Ghisingh demanding an “alternative” to
the DGHC.

At the last round of talks in New Delhi,
the Sixth Schedule and Article 371 of the
Constitution were discussed as options for
the DGHC. While there has been no com-
mitment yet from either the state govern-
ment or the Centre, the GNLF after Mr
Ghisingh’s return claimed it would be
“either, or” of the aforementioned constitu-
tional provisions for Darjeeling. The state
government has engaged constitutional
experts to understand the implications of
the provisions. (The hill people are anxious
and curious to understand these constitu-
tional obscurities). The state government
would be loathe to lose control over the
Darjeeling Hills. Under the Sixth Schedule
and Article 371, the influence that the
Writers’ Buildings wielded over the DGHC
would be significantly reduced. The power
struggle that the state government and the
DGHC publicly engaged in during Jyoti
Basu’s chief ministership is somewhat tem-
pered during Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s
administration. _

There are strong suggestions that this
time the Left Front government is mentally
prepared to accede, to a great degree, the
nearly  100-year-old demand for
autonomous rule in the Darjeeling Hills,
short of Gorkhaland. Under the Sixth
Schedule, the elected autonomous district
councils are powerful enough to not just leg-
islate and impose taxes, but also have its
own judiciary. (The DGHC just has execu-
tive powers). Any Act of the state legislature
or Parliament will not prevail in the Sixth
Schedule’s ambit unless the Governor or the
President, respectively, decide to intervene.

The state has been barred from encroach-
ing on the number of Subjects on which the

downhill...

By subordinating people’s interests and
democratic rights to political expediency, the
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee-Subash Ghisingh duo
has reduced the DGHC to a non-starter. The
Congress, of course, has its own axe to grind.
And the Maoists may be eyeing the area,
writes NIRAJ LAMA

MUTUAL PRESERVATION?: Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and DGHC Chairman Subash

Ghisingh at Writers' Buildings in Kolkata. — PTI

autonomous district councils can make laws,
The above provision, included in Article 244
(2) and 275 (1) of the Constitution, 'is
expressly for the administration of tribal
areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram. These are areas inhabited by trib-
als who have well-defined customs and insti-
tutions, which the Constitution lends legiti-
macy to through the Schedule. In the case of
Darjeeling, the tribal population is a minor-
ity and there are no traditional institutions
of the kind that exists in the North-east that
can administrate. This throws up problems,
when considering the possibility of including
the Darjeeling Hills in the Sixth Schedule.
The state government has, reportedly,
turned down this option.

Article 371 has 10 different provisions
[from 371- 371 (i)), ranging from creating
regional development boards under the
Governor in Maharashtra and Gujarat to
creating a Central University in Andhra
Pradesh and closer home, special provisions
guaranteed to Sikkim under 371(F). What is
common to these provisions is the special
powers conferred on the Governor to inter-
vene in the administration of these
areas/institutions. Article 371 does not
devolve the powers from the state govern-
ment to the extent it does in the Sixth
Schedule. It won’t be surprising if this
option gets exercised. But how exactly it
would translate administratively for
Darjeeling is a matter of speculation. One
thing is clear. A constitutional recognition is
in the offing for whatever autonomous dis-
pensation may be created for the Darjeeling
Hills. One of the biggest lacunae of the

DGHC was its lack of constitutional recog-
nition, though it was created under a state
Act “assented to by the President”. For all
practical purposes, the DGHC became just
another state government department.

The so-called autonomy was a farce, with
the government not only exercising control
over most of the Subjects transferred to the
DGHC, but deliberately setting up parallel
authorities that undermined the council’s
powers. For instance, while panchayat and
rural development is a transferred Subject,
block development officers, extension offi-
cer (panchayats) and the panchayat staff
remain with the district administration.
There are many more examples. Though
during the signing of the tripartite agree-
ment the Centre and the state had commit-
ted to a regular flow of funds to make the
exercise of the hill council a success, it
turned out to be patchy in practice.

The average flow annually is said to be
about Rs 100 crore. It is hard to verify
details — particularly, that of finance ~ when
it comes to the hill council, and that brings
us to the biggest problem — non-trans-
parency and irregularities, under an inept
leadership, is characteristic of the DGHC’s
functioning. The state government turns a
blind eye to it all.

After the assassination attempt on Mr
Ghisingh in February, 2001, the DGHC vir-
tually became a one-man’s personal enter-
prise. For four years, Mr Ghisingh as the
Chairman did not convene a meeting of the
General Council nor of the - Executive
Council. It is mandatory for the two bodies
to meet once in three months and once

every month, respectively.

The state government, which has 11 nom-
inees to the General Council, declared igno-
rance about the meetings not being held
when challenged in courts through a writ
petition filed by an Opposition leader.
Clearly, Writers’ and Mr Ghisingh circled
the wagons, keen on mutual preservation.

It is important for the state government to
keep the Ghisingh phenomenon going, even
if it means postponing elections and making
him the DGHC’s sole caretaker, in defiance
of democratic principles. The GNLF leader
is an old customer and in Kolkata’s view,
keeps peace in the Hills.

Though the public perception of Mr
Ghisingh outside the Hills is that of a man
for Gorkhaland, in the he is seen as a state-
sponsored stumbling block on the way to
separate statehood. The latter view is closer
to the truth. Writers’ Buildings cannot
ignore the fact that Mr Ghisingh’s populari-
ty has waned with disaffection growing
among the people. Writers’ is under pres-
sure from the CPI-M hill cadres to take a
clear stand against the GNLE, which has led
the political wing of the government, includ-
ing the CPI-M and the CPI, to align them-
selves with the three-party Opposition coali-
tion — the People’s Democratic Front, com-
prising the All-India Gorkha League, the
GNLF (C) and the Communist Party of
Revolutionary Marxists.

It is a fine balance for the government.
While on the one hand the regional CPI-M
leaders, including the State Urban Develop-
ment Minister, Ashok Bhattacharya, accus-
es Mr Ghisingh on the floor of the Assembly
of “blackmailing” the government. On the
other, a month later, the Chief Minister
apologises for the remarks. That is the rea-
son the CPI-M’s relation with the PDF is
peculiar. The government is averse to the
rise in the strength of the AIGL and the
CPRM, fearing their latent tendency
towards a separate state.

It cannot be denied that the CPI-M has
joined the Opposition group, only to be able
to control the growth of the AIGL and the
CPRM. The CPI-M’s long-term aim is to be
the GNLFs alternative in the Hills. When it
comes to the Centre, it is also not seen to be
fair to the Darjeeling Hills.

The Centre had agreed to postponing
elections and making Mr Ghisingh sole-
caretaker of the DGHC. The Congress,
which secured the support of the GNLF
during the last parliamentary elections and
won the Darjeeling seat, is hopeful for a
favourable performance in the region in
next year’s Assembly elections. The
Congress is ready to keep Mr Ghisingh in
good humour - another reason why the
state government has been mollycoddling
the GNLF leader. It is trying to ensure that
the Congress does not advance in the Hills
before the Assembly polls.

Complex as the politics of the Hills is, the
larger good has been subordinated. The
state government, the Centre and Mr
Ghisingh are seen to be engaged in a des-
perate struggle to survive in the Hills, obliv-
ious to the problems of the place. If this is
how it continues — now, even the panchay-
at elections in the Hills have been deferred
indefinitely - Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s
fears of the Maoists across the border
fomenting trouble in Darjeeling may come
true. It is the Chief Minister who is prepar-
ing the ground for it, by suspending the
democratic rights of the hill people. This has
also made the case for separate- statehood
stronger.

(The author is The Statesman’ rieeling-
based correspondent.) /




Kedy 3] UL Sa1eplpued aAlj
aJe azay) Kyredrotuniy sul
-[eafxe( 3y} JO 7Z-pIem Jod ‘g
-paem wogj 19¥91} $saI3uo)) e
o STy pory ‘3unans) uedung
‘sepoaro Teontiod [ITH oW
Ul 99B] UMOUYN-SSI] V "S1oyo1
(IO uo 3urissiuod asayj
[ ‘0p 3 pools LI Ul
spJem auru a3 10] — saaded
Sumruqns jo Aep 3se[ ayj
— Aepanies uo payly suoryeul
-uIoU JO Jaqiunu [ejo} ouL

8Bl usaIn) ay)
pue N aul ut yirey 11ay3
asodaa urese souo [[Im ardo
-ad ay, "suonoaa-Aq Supsal
-Te(] 9y} PUue LI I& 33858
QUIU [[B UIM [[IM 9M,, ‘PIes
juapisedd 99 IWIWIO) You
-eag Surpeslreq s.A1xed ayj
‘Bunang yedssg 001 oW}
SIYl SUOTIO9[8 Apoq ITAID
9y} 3urdoams JO a0UapIjuod
papnxa sagpes] J'IND ‘dures
[eald 9y} Ul ‘SIImUedN
‘sTod a3} Joy swrureagoad win
-WIUIW UOUIWO) B N0 Pay[
-BUO OS[e 9313 1WWOoD UOTIRU
-[PI009 9y} Kepanieg Uo PafLy
aJom SUOIBUTWION 9Y) JOPY
Krediotuny Surpesre( syl
JO ZZ-pIem UIOJJ UOTIeUIuIou
ST Paf1y ueypeld ueAeteN
S(INIdD "¢-prem J0j pjIes
Aefueg pue ¢ J0] Suewg],

efewiey] ‘7z J10J UBIYOIN 'S.L
‘I-pJem Jo0j edey], nypen pa
-praty sey uonyisoddQ 9y L
Aepanieg uo 3urpealieq
JO gg-plem ur pue VLN
ur Spaem aulu [[e ut ssiepip
-ued s31 peounouue Jdd 9yl
eyl 10®] 9y} Aq paIRI0qox
-100 Sea UOT}I9SSE S.I9Ped|
angdea| eYHI09) a9y, - M00Id
Ag J0 YOOy AQ, SNOLIIOIA
Surdxaurs sajepipued 3 IND
Jo uonpeda} ayy 3eadq 0}
3 PINOM SWIT} ST} Wi{e Urew
S4dd @yl pres equilz
S[npaYdS YIXIS 943 Jo
Sor0RILIUI 9} ure(dxs 01 Jua

854 5 PloM S1ISUXs TeUvY

-NIIISU0D Jey) SuIppe ‘pres eq
-WiZ "d'S Japea| andear] eyy
-109 HINO A1Suny-temod
B ySewun pue sanixorduoo
[BuonNINISU0 8y} Jo aanyord
Jeapo e ardoad oY) 9AT3 [IIm

- Jeutwas ay [, STt au3 Jo odo

-ad 8y} JO SSTISSIW S} SJRIAS]
-Te 01 AXBSS309U ST WITEO AdY)
YoIym ‘selueiens [BUOINIIS
-uod JO suIeu 8y Ur 10§ SULIay
-uey Afrenioe axe JINDO SIU

$110d JIAID
NMOTINNCY

pue ysuistyy yseqng reym
mouy pmoys orqnd sy,
‘9rdoad ayy Suowie ssau
-21eME [RI0USS 918910 0] 1LE
I[NNIy pue aMpaYyds YIXIS
9} S[Iejap Ul SSNOSIP Im
I "OHODd 9y} jo . spnjye
Ted1sTepeYR],, 8} IYSIYSTY
0} JeUIWas B astuedio o)
suefd osre uonytsoddQ ayj,

‘1 ABAI U0 AJTRJ 9y) UL
11ed axe) 03 pajoadxa st asog
uewng jusprsaad yuoxg yory
Ae( AN SlBIOWLLIIIOD O)

Jupeaw orqnd e pue A[[el1 e,

PIOY 0} Pap1osp sey (D)4 IND
pue IOV IO TdO
TUIdD o) JO 99pIuIod
UOeuIpIood 9y, SUoIda[e
OHHJ 8y} 0} dn-unJ ay3 ut
punoasd 3ut)sal e Se 31 SUlaAd
SITIH oy} ut senaed reontod
a3} Yy ‘dn 3urpoy st Apoq
JTAIO ISO[TRWIS 9} 10} 8131

. 'sfrodAq Ayrredrotuniy
gurresfaeqg oy} pue suorjd
-3[8 A)TedIdTUNIA HLATA oY)
10} sa1383ea3S J19Y] SSNOSIP
0} 3uiusas Aeprig UO oW
SIITH °Y3 ur souel[e uon
-1sodd A1xed-aAt] oY} ‘saaa
-naoueu [jod s, I IND SUrna
oy} Jeddnos 0} YHAIO NI

&£ 1140y Sunaaling
judpuodsaaro) LH

JINY Jsuiege owiwe speoj ddg

puewadp YSUISIYL) UMOP SIYLIS 21U

‘U00S AI8A — INOJ JO pes)s
-ul — $9Sed om} ojut 8qoad s31 urdeq
01 pajoadxa s1 1g) 2Uy) pue A[BUIPIod
-0® paloe sey ajels ay,], 'sases ay) ajed
-T1S9AUT 0] IFD) oY} Jamoduio pnom 0y
301104 Te199dS IY[a( Y3 YoIym Jo siseq
311 U0 UONEIJIIoU B 9NSS 01 JUdWUIa
-A03 91e)s 9Y) pPayse sey sarejye swoy
Jo Ansturwn oy} woJy JI8)I9[ 9y
"UOTIOB JO 98IN0d
aanng s AIND 83 9p1oap 0} Aj1Ioyine
Teuty 8y} sem YSUISTYL) Jey) poppe I0A8
-mo ‘oY ‘dajs Aq dais way} [Ny pinom
a1ua) o3 padoy pue SIIIH 9} Ul SUOT}
-0918 3uref o seysinbasoad jo o8e

-yoed Itay) 0] TeIUSWEPUN] [[1IS 213Mm
S9SBD Jnoj [[e opul saqoxd 19y pies
9H "UOISII3p B Yous usyel pey anua)
9} 9A3I[eq ‘18T 1B ‘},upnod ‘duning
yediq ‘juapisaad 99 TWWICD (oueaq
3ureefreqg s.A)aed ayJ, "SJIO[IIOUNOD
ATIND 03} {O0US B Sk 9u0) 9ARY 0] sxead
-de UoISII8AP S,0MUS) 9} ‘OlqejleAE
10U SeM UOTI0RaT S . YSUISIYL) Y3noy],
‘oW J usem puewap 83 Ji sjod
OHOH( 2U3 1usasad pue SIITH U3 Ul ]
asATexed 01 pauajeall) USA3 pey 8y pue
‘spuewap jus)sisiad s, Jo1yo JINO 9y}
JO 9u0 usaq pey JeswIy Yy3ursiys) uo
1dws)je JBpanw e pue—ygui§ yseyeid

pue ueypead elpny ‘ueypeid M )—sI0]
-[1oUN02 JIND 831} JO JapJni 9y3 ojur
uone3dnsaaul 190 JO pUuBWLBp oY,
sfiod DHOA 8U3 Jo BUIPOY 8} Ul sUon}
BT dwod ysa.qy Jo suoisuaysidde pasied
SEY [} Ul puewisp s Joryd J'IND o3
198U 0] 90UBIONTAI S, 813U2)) Y} ‘MOU ‘g
‘YSuIstye) Aq pepurwiap se SUOTIB31S9A
-ul gD a3 01 swajqoad vu pey aalaeyoe)
Teud qepeyppng Jeistuiiun  Jary)
aNoJ re 0} poaase pey ojels
aU31 ysnoyre — iy s,y3ursiys uo ydurey
-Je ay) pue ueypelg "y JIO[[LOUNOD
Jo 3UT[[Ty Y} — S9SED 3} JO OM) UT ATUO
19D a1 98e3us 03 Apeal sem anjua)) ayd
Jet{1 1830 11 apRW SBY ‘Yoom ISe] Ha}ITIm
(VHW) sa1ejje swioy Jo A1)STulw uotu
1 Ul ATe}9Id9s Julof ARISBALIS "SI'V
woJy 18N8 B Ing ‘suonoae (QHOM) 10
-unoQ [ITH ey109) 3urfealreq oy Jo ut
-pIoY 8} J10J UOTITPUCIAI] © FE1JIesuIy
uo 1dwelIk UOIBUTSSESSE UL PHE SIO[[I0
-UNod JTIND 991U} JO JopJMT 81} ojur
seqoad 1g) pepuBwap pey Ysuistyn
'SpUBUIBP TEIIA S,YSUISTUS) JO 0Mm]}
uMOp 3{oNnJis Sey aqua)) oy Jusliuia
-A03 9)e]S 9} 0] 19119 JU8dal B U] "Spueul
-9p SIY 1991 0} J93es UBY} 210U Uda(
SBY JUOWUIBA0S JUoId 1JorT 9U3 Yy3noyy
anua) ayjl yum Aem STy SulAey jou
ST Y3UIsIyS) yseqns OWHIINS ATIND

£Z 114dy “DI0Y103]
eneq eyuioy

J3pINuI SIO[IUN0I
2 0ju agoxd 13 o

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

4 APR 2035



Ghisingh seeks ST
status for Gorkhas

G 71

.

B

Amitava Banerjee ;\ . Al
Darjeeling, April 19

k]

WITH BOTH the Centre and the
state government amenable to a
Sixth Schedule status for the
Hills to end the Darjeeling Gor-
kha Hill Council (DGHC) imbro-
glio, the Gorkha National Liber-
ation Front (GNLF) chief, Sub-
ash Ghisingh, has begun prepar-
ing the ground to meet the Sixth
Schedule criteria.

He is now pressing for the in-
clusion of the various Gorkha
communities in the list of
Scheduled Tribes, as the Consti-
tution strives to protect tribal in-
terests, tribal autonomy and
their rights over land through
the Fifth and Sixth Schedules.
The area under the DGHC must,
therefore, have a predominantly
tribal population to come under
the Schedule’s protective claus-
es. Some of the places already in-
cluded in the Sixth Schedule are

the tribal areas of the North- -

eastern states such as Megha-
laya, Mizoram, Tripura and As-
sam, including Karbi Anglong
and the North Cachar Hills.

The Sixth Schedule provides
for the establishment of au-
tonomous district councils and
autonomous regions empowered
with legislative, judicial, execu-
tive and financial powers, but
lays down that a region’s popula-
tion must be at least 60 per cent
tribal to avail of the privileges.

To ensure that the DGHC is
not disqualified on this score,
Ghisingh (presently the adminis-
trator, DGHC) wrote to Kunwar
Singh, chairman, National Com-
mission for STs, on April 9, ex-
pressing his gratitude for granti-
ng scheduled tribe status to the
Tamangs and Limbus, which
was done through a Government
of India gazette notification, but
demanded similar status for the
other Gorkha communities as
well. “The action of the Govern-
ment of India has created confu-
sion, controversy and ill feelings
among other Gorkha tribes like
Khambu (Rai), Gurung, Mangar,
Newar, Khas (Chettri) and

N
!

\‘/

Baahun (Brahmin), who follow
the same language, culture and
religious beliefs, and all of them,
including the Tamangs and Lim-
bus, who are worshippers of
stones, rivers, trees, etc, come
under the Bonbo (shamanistic
worship),” he wrote.

Ghisingh maintained that the
matter had already been dis-
cussed in the second round of
the tripartite review meeting on
the fate of the DGHC on Janu-
ary 28, chaired by Dhirendra
Singh, Union home secretary, in
New Delhi.

“I would, therefore, on behalf
of the DGHC, request you to con-
sider the above case for granting
Scheduled Tribes status to all
the members of the other left out
Gorkha communities as a spe-
cial case,” Ghisingh wrote.

The 1991census had shown a
tribal population of 74,019 in the
three hill sub-divisions of Dar-
jeeling, while the 2001 census put
the figure at 85,047 out of a total
population of 7,90,591. The wel-
fare office for the backward
classes estimates — although no

census has yet been conducted
after the inclusion of the Tam-
angs and Limbus — the tribal
population to be around 35.5 per
cent of the total population in
the three hill sub-divisions of
Darjeeling. There are indica-
tions to suggest that the Gu-
rungs and the Rais are already
being considered for inclusion
in the list of Scheduled Tribes.
N.K. Chowdhury, director, Cul-
ture Research Institute, Kolkata,
will be visiting Darjeeling short-
ly to review the matter.

At present, the tribal popula-
tion of the Darjeeling hills com-
prises the Lepchas, Sherpas,
Bhutias, Yolmos, Tamangs and
Limbus. The inclusion of the
Rais and the Gurungs would in-
crease the tribal population be-
yond the present 35.5 f 'r cent,
thus making the DGHC area eli-
gible for inclusion in the Sixth
Schedule.

Sources say that representa-
tives of the other Gorkha com-
munities, meanwhile, are plan-
ning to go to Delhi to press for
their inclusion in the tribal list.
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pemal status

v hope for’
h111 councﬂ

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 14: The
Union home ministry today
agreed to consider granting
special status to the Darjeel-
ing Gorkha Hill Council
(DGHC), raising hopes that
the long-pending election to
the hill governing body could
be possible within the six-
month deadline set earlier.

Interim administrator of
the council Subash Ghisingh
has so far refused to hold the
DGHC poll until an alterna-
tive to the council is formed.
The election was supposed to
be held by March 25.

Union home secretary
V.K. Duggal today said Ghis-
ingh had, “in principle”,
agreed to hold the DGHC
elections within six months.
During this period, the hill
leader would like the govern-
ment to make up its mind on
the kind of status it is willing
to grant the council.

The central and state gov-
ernment will explore the opt-
ions of according constitu-
tional status to the council

| under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution or through
special provisions under Ar-
ticle 371, Duggal said after a
tripartite meeting at North
Block attended by Ghisingh,
West Bengal chief secretary
Asok Gupta and home secre-
tary A.K. Deb.

If the DGHC is granted
Sixth Schedule status, it will
become as autonomous as the
Bodo Territorial Council ne-
gotiated by the Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers in Assam.

Autonomous = councils
under the Sixth Schedule not

I
% 1“)\\ (A e

only get funds directly, to be
spent according to local pri-
orities, but are also empow-
ered to block the application
of laws enacted by the legis-
lature, unless specifically no-
tified. In some instances, the
councils and its officers also
have the right to try crimi-
nals for offences punishable
with less than five years’ im-
prisonment.

A special status under Ar-
ticle 371, however, needs to be
negotiated harder, especially

Ghisingh: Poll ready

if a free hand to undertake
development projects is not
all that Ghisingh is eyeing.

Under this provision, the
council can set up separate
development boards that will
submit their reports to the
Assembly. The provision has
been used in Maharashtra to
create developmental boards
for areas like Marathwada
and Vidharba.

Ghisingh, though, was
cautious and rejected sugges-
tions that he wanted control
over the police in the Darjeel-
ing hills that comprised the
subdivisions of Kalimpong,
Kurseong and Darjeeling.
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@hisingh dashes to Delhn

Seeks ‘alternative’ to DGH

HT Correspondents B

Siliguri/Darjeeling, April 11

GNLF LEADER Subash Gh-
isingh has made it clear that
the onus of finding an alterna-
tive to the DGHC lies with the
Centre. Sources said Ghisingh
left for New Delhi on Monday,
accompanied by former DGHC
vice-chairman Hangu Subba
and his two bodyguards, after
an “urgent call” from the
Union home ministry.

The GNLF’s demand for an
alternative to the DGHC and
the progress of the CBI probe
into the February 2001 assassi-
nation attempt on its chief, Sub-
ash Ghisingh, is expected to be
on the agenda for tripartite
talks in Delhi on April 14.
Union home minister Shivraj
Patil and chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee are ex-
pected to attend the talks.

Speaking to reporters, Ghis-
ingh, the caretaker of the
DGHC after its term expired on
March 25, did not elaborate on
the what he meant by an “alter-
native” to the Hill Council.
Front-ranking GNLF leader,
Shanta Chhetri, however, clari-
fied that it meant nothing less
than a separate state of Gork-
haland — a demand Ghisingh
has not voiced since the forma-
tion of the DGHC in 1988.

The progress of the CBI
probe into the assassination
attempt on Ghisingh has also
been raised by the GNLF, as
three of its councillors were
killed in the past three years.

Ghisingh said the state gov-

‘nment had already made it

*

NEELAM GHIMEERAY/HT

Ghisingh gestures at reporters before leaving for Defhi on Monday.

clear that it had no objection to
the DGHC being given constitu-
tional recognition under the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. But, he added, “It is the
state’s version, let’'s see what
the Centre has to offer.”
Ghisingh who has, of late,
been cosying up to the Con-

12 APR 2005

gress exuded confidence that

the United Progressive Al-
liance government at the Cen-
tre would meet his demands
within six months. However,
he refused to spell out a “vi-
able alternative” to the DGHC.
But added: “There may be
some more parleys in Delhi, as

i ttack prob
%mpm card on attack probe

it is not possible to find a solu-

_tion to the vexed issue in a sin-

gle round of talks.”

On Opposition charges that
he wants the Centre’s help to
make the DGHC a “nominated
body”, Subash Ghisingh rub-
bished them as baseless. “Now
the DGHC is an elected body.”

Political observers feel the
talks could be crucial since
Buddhadeb Bhattacharijee’s
objective would be to ensure
that the DGHC election was
held by September.

He had pledged to do so in
the Assembly while making
Ghisingh the caretaker of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
cil .for six months. But,
Chhetri maintained that Ghis-
ingh “in no case will agree to
hold the election until his de-
mand for an alternative to the
council was met”.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
in the Hills is divided over the
talks in Delhi. While the Gor-
kha League flayed Ghisingh as
a pawn in the Centre’s hand,
the CPRM welcomed talks.

“It took Ghisingh 16 years
and Rs 2,500 crores to realise
that the DGHC had become re-
dundant. He will now accept
what the Centre hands down
(6th Schedule or 5th Schedule)
and then after wasting some
more years and crores he will
again realise that it, too, has
become redundant,” said
AIGL leader S.B. Zimba.

On the other hand, the
CPRM welcomed the tripartite
talks in Delhi, but vehemently
criticised Ghisingh’s lone rep-
resentation from the Hills.

THE TELEGRAP“
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Purchasmg peace

:" Ghisingh takes it alll 2" a\

y lmklng the Prime Minister to the appomtment of

Subash Ghisingh as sole caretaker chairman of the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Hill Council, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee can-
not escape responsibility for buying peace at a heavy price.
Nor does it help to suggest there was “no option” because
of the explosive situation in neighbouring Nepal caused by
Maoists. Holding elections to the Hill Council was a re-
quirement of the tripartite agreement of 1988. The adminis-
tration taking over after the election would have been res-
ponsible for maintaining law and order with the help of the
state government. It cannot be the Left Front’s case that if
Ghisingh had lost the elections after the Council’s term
expired on 26 March, he would have made it intolerable for
the administration; or engineered mischief from across the
border. What has happened is a straight surrender to
blackmail. Ghisingh keeps bringing up irrelevant issues
whenever he is in a tight corner. Now that he has got what
he wanted, he will see no reason to talk about law and order,
about Darjeeling’s civic problems and about an alternative
to the Hill Council which he claimed at one stage had
outlived its utility. All this may be related to the sharp
decline in his support, evident when he threatened a five-
day bandh against going ahead with elections. It sparked
protests from the people, forcing him to withdraw. Ghisingh
may be relieved that he now has breathing space for six
months.

The question is whether he will allow elections to be held
in September — as is now planned. History suggests that he
will study the situation and wait for the climate to change
again. If he still finds negative signals, will he again exert
pressure on the state for a further postponement? What will
Buddhadeb do then? Evidence exists that Alimuddin Street
is not at all happy about the capitulation and this does them
credit. It is doubly unfortunate, therefore, that the state has
given in to Ghisingh’s insistence to be the sole caretaker
chairman, setting aside the proposal for a broad-based ad-
ministration for Darjeeling until elections are held. This
arrangement means Ghisingh will be in full control although
on paper the caretaker is supposed to consult the state
government. The state has been well and truly trapped.

THE STATESHAN ;)



Pramod Giri )
Tindharia, March 26

SUBASH GHISINGH has again

vowed to stall the Darjeeling
elections until he gets every-
thing he wants.

On his insistence, Ghisingh
was appointed the sole adminis-
trator of the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hills Council. He now wants an
alternative to the DGHC, his
term as its chairman having
ended on Friday He vowed to
take on a new avatar from today.

The Centre has acceded to an-
other of his demands — that the
CBI take over all political mur-
der cases in Darjeeling. Now,
Ghisingh has also demanded
the arrest of everyone involved
in an attempt to kill him in 2001.

“Do not underestimate me,”
Ghisingh said at a function. “I
will compel the state and cen-

Ghisingh Playing cat & mouse

tral governments to submit to
these demands. If they don’t,
DGHC elections will not be pos-
sible. If they do, I will ensure
that the elections take place
within three months,” he said.
The next round of meetings
with the Centre and the Bengal
government, he said, would fo-
cus on the alternative. He feels

THE HDUSTAN TimeS

Fresh threat to Hill

v

elections

that DGHC cap no longer con-
tinue in its present form.

He compared the state gov-
ernment with the British, say-
ing it was colonising Darjeel-
ing. “No election is held in a
colony. There remains no
democracy and human rights in
a place where there is no jus-
tice,” said the leader, whom op-
position parties have accused of
being undemocratic.

Even some GNLF leaders are
unhappy with Ghisingh, and he
knows it. He gave them a pep talk
and tried to allay their worst
fears — that some former DGHC
councillors would be denied a
ticket to the elections, if held.
These fears have left Ghisingh'’s
opponents on the lookout for de-
fectors. Ghisingh tried to pre-
empt their plans by giving his
leaders an indirect assurance
that they would get their tickets.
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between June 20 and 30.” When journalists asked
why he hadn’t mentioned the year of creation as
well, he shot back, “Find it out yourselves.”

What baffles one even more is the way the 69-
year-old Gorkha National Liberation Front
(GNLF) president manages to make the Left
Front government dance to his tune. His method
of coercion is simple: Revive the ghost of
Gorkhaland and call prolonged bandhs.

And he invariably chooses springtime to
launch his agitations because this is when the
year’s first tourist and tea-pluck-
ing season starts and schools re-
open for admissions. All Ghis-
ingh’s major campaigns --—
whether for Gorkhaland, the
Gorkha language, OBC status for
Nepalis, the abrogation of the
1950 India-Nepal Treaty or the
declaration of Darjeeling as a no-
man’s-land — were launched be-
tween February and April.

This spring, the mercurial ex-
army bantamweight boxer de-

manded two things: Extension of ahead in tourism

the term of the Darjeeling Gorkha

Hill Council (DGHC) and the post

of its caretaker chairman. To fulfil his wish he, in
characteristic manner, threatened the Bengal
government with a 91-day bandh from March and
a possible revival of the Gorkhaland stir.

This caused fear and panic all over the hills as
well as neighbouring Sikkim. People, mostly
those involved in tea, tourism and the business
of education, were unsure of their future. A
fresh bout of conflict looked imminent when the
Left Front government, the CPI(M), the CPI and
the People’s Democratic Front (PDF) came out
against Ghisingh’s demands.

Adding to the people’s woes, the PDF, in a tit-
for-tat response, threatened to call an indefinite
bandh if the LF government did not set up a
board of administrators representing all parties
to run the DGHC after its extended term expired
on March 26. The PDF comprises three hill-

Since the late Eighties,
Gangtok and Siliguri
have replaced
Darjeeling as venues
for literary & cultural
meets. Sikkim is way
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made an attempt to make peace with both fac-
tions. It agreed to postpone the DGHC elections
by six months, accepted in principle Ghisingh’s
demand for the post of caretaker chairman and
pledged to set up a board of administrators as
demanded by the PDF.

The DGHC elections, originally scheduled for
March 2004, had been postponed twice last year.
Barring the first three-day shutdown preceding
March 26, the GNLF has not withdrawn other
bandhs, saying it will do so only after examining
the nature of the proposed board of
administrators.

Most hills people feel that devel-
opment has taken a back seat main-
ly because of the frequent fights
between Ghisingh and the LF gov-
ernment. They say that Darjeeling
has to work very hard to make up
for the colossal damage that its so-
cio-politico-economic life suffered
during and after the previous
GNLF-led Gorkhaland stir.

A Darjeeling-based hotelier ex-
plains, “In tourism, Sikkim has
moved ahead of us. You can no
longer call it Darjeeling’s poor
cousin.” Since the late Eighties, Gangtok and
Siliguri have replaced Darjeeling as the venues
for top-level literary and cultural meets and en-
tertainment programmes. Investors are still
sceptical of political stability in Darjeeling. In
Kurseong, which has the highest number of
recognised English-medium schools in the hills,
a school owner rues, “It’s sad that trouble start-
ed just around admission time.” Hill schools get
students from all over India and countries like
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Thailand.

The postponement of the DGHC elections and
the arguments put forward by the GNLF in its
favour have raised several questions. Why is Ghis-
ingh shying away from polls when his party still
holds sway in much of the hills? Why cannot the
LF government, which takes pride in holding pan-
chayat and municipal polls in time in the rest of

LAMLAL AW Al AAfAl el AL Ay Aiieid A VDAY AL R

postponement of the DGHC polls. Last year, he cit-
ed the parliamentary elections and the non-com-
pletion of electoral rolls as grounds for such post-
ponement. This time, he came up with new pre-
conditions for elections. His list includes a review
of the tripartite Darjeeling Accord, the council’s
inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, the provision for a caretaker chairman in the
DGHC Act, tribal-land status for Darjeeling, dele-
tion of the word “autonomous” from the DGHC’s
name, more territories for the council, and a CBI
probe into the bid on his life in
2001 as well as into the murder of
three GNLF councillors between
1999 and 2003.

To everyone’s surprise, Ghis-
ingh, whose bloody Gorkhaland
stir had earlier claimed about 1,200
lives, now insists that peaceful
elections are not possible because
of the Maoist insurgency in neigh-
bouring Nepal and the alleged
growth in ISI activities in North
Bengal. This has also made the a1
panchayat polls in May uncertain. the Hills" de

“Does Ghisingh want the people

of India to question our integrity?
Can he show Maoists in Darjeeling?” questions
PDF chief Madan Tamang. Other critics say the
GNLF president has become shaky about the polls
following unity among the PDF, the CPI(M) and
the CPI. They allege that he had earlier been able
to rig elections because the CPI{M) used to treat
the DGHC polls as a “friendly fight”.

Ghisingh’s degision to seek a review of the Dar-
jeeling Accord indicates his success in reviving
his links with the Centre. He had backed the Con-
gress during the 2004 Lok Sabha elections. Since
January, he has held several meetings with Union
ministers and officials. Since former Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi’s defeat at the hustings in 1989,
he had slipped out of New Delhi’s mind.

To catch its attention, he would from time to
time raise questions about the legal status of
Darjeeling in the Indian Union. He even filed a

bunglings o

The state government
has never been able to
do a thing about the
DGHC's financial

priorities the
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1998 and 1999. There is a lurking fear among hill
Marxists that the Congress may use Ghisingh,
who is known for his loyalty to the Gandhi fami-
Ly, to keep up pressure on the LF, whose support
is vital for the survival of the UPA government.

But the GNLF leadership denies such allega-
tions. “A review of the Accord is long overdue,”
justifies GNLF legislator Shanta Chhettry. (In
the Eighties also, the Left parties had charged
Rajiv Gandhi with assisting Ghisingh during the
Gorkhaland stir.)

To keep Ghisingh away from the
Congress, the LF government has
already accepted some of his core
demands that require the Centre’s
involvement. It has agreed to sit in
DGHC review meetings with the
Centre and the GNLF and is ready
to initiate a CBI probe into the at-
tack on Ghisingh and the killing of
his party councillors.

This is not the first time the Left
has gone out of its way to appease
Ghisingh. During the 1993 DGHC
elections, the ruling Marxists
agreed not to contest 50 per cent of
DGHC seats to help the GNLF win.
During campaigning, the then chief minister, Jy-
oti Basu, had talked more about making “Ghis-
ingh sahib” the DGHC chairman than about ask-
ing voters to elect candidates of his own party.

Since the inception of the DGHC in 1988, Writ-
ers’ Buildings has not been able to contain the fi-
nancial bungling and wrong fixation of priority
by the DGHC, though these have always been the
CPI(M)’s major political issues. “It seems West
Bengal has one set of corruption laws for Ghis-
ingh and another for the rest of the state,” PDF
chief Madan Tamang says. A WBCS officer, who
had earlier served as a secretary in the DGHC,
adds, “The DGHC has no fiscal discipline. It
shifts funds from one head to another at will.”

This kind of appeasement has weakened the
state government’s position as well as the
CPI(M)’s support base in the Hills.
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Withering heights

Amitava Banerjee

ARJEELING HAS come a long way since Captain

G.A. Lloyd and J.W. Grant set their eyes on the

sleepy perch in February 1829 as an ideal spot for
a sanatorium.

The place, which had scarcely 100 souls at the out-
set, is now a congested hill station bustling with a one
lakh-plus population, changing over the years from “a
favoured retreat” to “Queen of the Hills” to - “a strike
prone area”.

Of the three famous T's — tourism, tea and timbre
— only tourism has survived the onslaughts of time.
With tea in the doldrums and timbre gone, nearly the
entire population of the town and the surrounding ar-
eas now depends in one way or another on tourism.

“Things were OK before they launched the Gorkha-
land stir. Darjeeling was a quiet and hassle-free desti-
nation for domestic and foreign holidayers.” Pradeep
Lama, secretary, Darjeeling Association of Travel
Agents (DATA), said.

The income generated through tourism was the
source of a fixed income people could count on to see
them through the year.

The Gorkhaland movement changed all that and
tourism vanished like last night’s snow at noon.

In came an era of endless strikes. “Now the money
flow has petered out and there is very little liquid
cash. Almost each family has a jobless member, with
the only option of buying a vehicle through finance
schemes and chasing a dwindling number tourists,”
Lama said. “People simply don’t have the cash cush-
ion to support strikes.” Though many new tourist

spots have come up since the DGHC came into being,
that vital assurance of stability is missing. “We don’t
want Darjeeling to become another Nepal,” Lama
added. Subash Ghisingh, as chairman of the DGHC as
also the councillor in charge of tourism, has made
many a foreign trip to promote Darjeeling as a tourist
spot. Yet, he told a recent press meet, “Tea and
tourism come only after political upgradation of the
DGHC.” He had also threatened a 93-day serial strike
to press his political demands. The Hills people are
lucky that the DGHC boss finally saw reason and has
shelved the threat for now.

Yet Shiva Rali, a driver, fears the peace may be short-
lived. “It’s time somebody drilled some sense into the
heads of these leaders. It’s a hand-to-mouth situation
for us. Politics can wait.”

I

- Gathering storm

Pramod Giri

ile Subash Ghisingh’s claim that the ISI is out

to destabilise the Darjeeling Hills could well be

just another ploy to scare the state and Union

governments, the history of North Bengal provides
sufficient ground for genuine concern.

The Hills, where discontent has long been wide-
spread, have already seen two phases of militancy —
first during the Gorkhaland stir between 1986 and 1988,
and then again in 2001. Both times, Chhatrey Subba,
former chief of the now-defunct Gorkhaland Libera-
tion Organisation (GLO), was in the forefront of the
agitations. In jail since an assassination attempt on
Ghisingh in 2001, Subba has also been booked for links
with the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO),
which is leading a violent movement for a separate
state of Kamtapur in North Bengal.

Intelligence reports say, given the situation, the ISI,
which is already backing the Nepal Communist Party
(Maoists), would almost certainly be looking to spread
its network in North Bengal. “Given the discontent-
ment in the Hills and the GNLF’s blackmailing tactics,
it’s only natural that the ISI would be keen to back
anyone trying to destabilise the region,” a senior po-
lice officer said. The intelligence reports also suggest
that the NCP (M) and the KLO in North Bengal have
now established a working relation.

Though there is still no concrete evidence of the
ISI's presence in the Hills, Ghisingh, already under at-
tacks from the Opposition parties, might make this an
issue with the Centre to secure his position in the
Hills. “He will naturally try to convince the Centre

that not he, the ISI is the real threat to the Hills. The
Centre as also the state would much rather err on the
side of caution and believe him,” an observer said.

With the Maoist uprising in Nepal — already in its
ninth year — threatening to spill over into the Dar-
jeeling Hills and the KLO ready to lend the rebels lo-
gistical support, neither the Centre nor the state can
take Ghisingh’s warning lightly. The KLO, which suf-
fered a serious setback in Bhutan’s jungles in 2003
when the King’s army’s launched operations against
it, is desperate to reclaim lost ground.

To do this, it needs not just Ulfa and the NDFB’s
backing, but also support from the Maoists. The
Maoists, too, need the KLLO’s help. Chattrey Subba’s
release, once it takes place, can add another danger-
ous element to the already volatile cocktail.




Assam Rajbongshis threaten

to join Kamtapur

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, March 26.
~ With their patience
running thin, the three
million-strong Koch Raj-
bongshi community in
Assam has threatened te
join the rebel movement
for a separate Kamatapur
state if their long-stand-
ing demand for Sched-
uled Tribe status is not
accepted by the Centre
soon.

The All Assam Kaoch-
Rajbongshi  Sanmilani
(AAKRS), the banner or-
ganisation of the com-
munity which can decide
the fate of political par-
ties in as many as 37
Legislative  Assembly
constituencies in Assam,
has called for a 120-hour
aconomic blockade all
over the state from 2 May
unless the UPA govern-
ment brings a Bill fa
vouring ST stetus to the
community in the next
session of Parliament be-
ginning on 16 April.

The AAKRS general
secretary, Dr Durlav
Chamua, said the block-
ade would focus on dis-
rupting the movement of

and from North-east
through Srirampur and
Basirhat. 1t has also
threatened ito paralyse
the operations of oil re-
fineries and movements
of goods trains.

“We have been leading a
democratic movement for
the community since
1967, demanding ST sta-
tus. Successive govern-
ments at the Centre have
not given due importance
to our demand. The pa-
tience of the community
is running thin and a rad-
ical section is raring to
join the militant move-
ment for a separate Ka-
matapur state which is
gaining ground in parts of
North Bengal and west-
ern Assam,” Dr Chamua
said.

The community was
granted ST (plains) sta-
tus through four Ovdi-
nances promuigated in
Parliament during 1996-
97 on the basis of recom-
mendations by the then
Congress government in
Assam.

A Bill was also tabled in
Parliament in 1996 and a
parliamentary committee
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movement

commercial vehicles to

had recommended inclu-
sion of the community in
the central list of ST (P).
However, the fourth Or-
dinance granting ST (P)
status to the community
was allowed to lapse in
1997 when Mr IK Gujral
was the Prime Minister

The community was
earlier deleted from the
central list of OBCs in
the wake of granting it
ST (P) status through the
Ordinance for the first
time in 199%6. Its OBC
status was also not re-
stored by the Centre af-
ter the lapse of the fourth
Ordinance.

The AAKRS leader
pointed out that the com-
munity had backed the
Congress in the 1998 and
1999 Lok Sabha polls and
2001 Assembly polls on
the basis of the promise
made by the party to se-
cure ST status for it.

“Now with the Congress
in power both at the Cen-
tre and the state, it is
high time for the party to
fulfil the promise,” he
said and warned that fur-
ther delay would lead to a
law and order problem in
the state.
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Ghisingh demand
gets Buddhanod

GNLF boss to pick his men for DGHC board

Aloke Banerjee |, O
Kolkata, March 22 .~ (™

=

D}

NEW DELHI has informed
GNLF chief Subash Ghis-
ingh that chief minister Bu-
ddhadeb Bhattacharjee has
agreed to accept him as the
caretaker chairman of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Co-
uncil (DGHC).

The Union home depart-
ment has also told the GNLF
supremo that the chief min-
ister is ready to let him
choose his own men in the
caretaker DGHC board de-
spite demands of the five-
party coordination commit-
tee led by CPI(M) that the
board be composed of mem-
bers of all political parties
active in Darjeeling.

On Wednesday, Bhattach-
arjee will formally annou-
nce in the state Assembly
the outcome of his meeting
with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and home
minister Shivraj Patil in
New Delhi last Saturday.

Top government sources,
however, told Hindustan Ti-
mes on Tuesday that it was
now a foregone conclusion
that the state government
would formally bow down to
the pressure tactics of Ghis-
ingh in the interest of main-
taining peace in the Hills.

The five political parties,
including the CPI(M), CPI,
AIGL, CPRM and GNLF(C),
had earlier decided to start
an agitation in the Hills
against any attempt to make
Ghisingh the sole caretaker
of DGHC. Insfead they had
demanded that powers be
handed over to an all-party
board to run the DGHC till
polls were held.

Sources said though the
chief minister formally re-
ported the decision of the
five parties to the Prime Mi-
nister and the home minis-
ter, he never tried to con-
vince them to accept the de-

mand. Instead, he urged the
Centre to prevail upon Ghis-
ingh so that he agreed to un-
hindered polls in Darjeeling.

CPI(M) state secretary
Anil Biswas gave an indica-
tion of the things to come
when he said that though
the five-party committee
had demanded an all party-
board of administrator for
the Hills, “the final decision
in this regard will be taken
by the state government and
the Centre”.

“There is no question of
bowing under Ghisingh’s
threat. We will continue our
agitation to demand elec-

Subash Ghisingh & Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

tions and democratic func-
tioning of the DGHC. But its
composition will be decided
by the state government and
the Centre,” Biswas said.
GNLF sources in Kolkata
said during his talks with
New Delhi Ghisingh had in-
sisted that he be made the
sole caretaker of the DGHC.
He was prepared to allow
formation of a board of ad-
ministrators only with his
own men chosen from the
former DGHC executive co-
uncil, as all the council me-

mbers had already “sufre-
ndered” their m ership
to Ghisingh.



‘Ghisingh rules as
councﬂlors qult

4
Amitava Banerjee ' '
Darjeeling, March 21 |.

GNLF CHIEF Subash Ghis-
ingh today said there was
no need for another round
of agitation in the Hills un-
der the present situation.
Ghisingh made this remark
while speaking to the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Hill Council
(DGHC) councillors who
had assembled at the Indira
Gandhi Round Table Con-
ference Hall to hand over
their resignation, thus
paving the way for Ghis-
ingh to take sole charge of
the council, whose term
ends on March 26.

The councillors resigned
in keeping with a resolution
adopted by the DGHC gen-
eral council on March 5, in
which the councillors had
agreed to relinquish office
along with the facilities
they enjoyed before Ghis-
ingh, the chief executive
councillor and chairman of
the DGHC. Ghisingh had
favoured the move for the
sake of a smooth transfer of
all powers to him after the
council’s tenure ended.

Looking beyond March
26, the day the DGHC gener-
al council stands dissolved,
Ghisingh said the future
course would be influenced
by the recent amendment to

. the DGHC passed by the
state Assembly. “There is all

LD

k3

the poss1b111ty of the sfate
government  committing
technical mistakes and it
will be my job till March 25
to ensure that that doesn’t
happen. Now I will decide
what to give to Darjeeling,
Kurseong, Kalimpong and
Mirik,” Ghisingh said.

He advised the council-
lors not to sit back, though
they were relieved of their
responsibilities. “Your actu-
al task as GNLF leaders
starts now. You have to edu-
cated the masses about the
alternative to the DGHC

that we have demanded,”.

he told the councillors.

The *“alternative”, he
said, could be anything that
the government was ready
to concede under any of the
Articles (371, 13-¢) of the
6th Schedule of the Consti-
tution. He said the recent
talks in Delhi were not on
what would happen to the
DGHC after March 26 but
regarding what alternative
the government would hand
down.

The councillors surren-
dered their official vehicles
before the meeting ended.
Their personal bodyguards,
were also withdrawn. “Now
our duty will be to further
strengthen the GNLE” said
Deepak Gurung, GNLF Dar-
jeeling Branch Committee
president, and ruled out
poll without a new body.
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5 State outmanoeuvred by Ghlsmgh

t is one thing to ensure peace in Darjeeling while neighbou-

ring Nepal is tense. It is something else to surrender to a
dictator who has done little to use development funds provi-
ded by the Centre for Darjeeling. If figures available for the
Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council Bill are accep-
ted, Rs 850 crore are allotted over past five years but there is
no improvement. Yet the Left Front is bending over back-
wards to ensure that Subash Ghisingh continues to preside
over the hill town without interference from anybody. The
amended Bill replaces the Hill Council whose term expites on
26 March — on Ghisingh’s terms, whereas in the normal
course, an elected body should be in place, That is something
Ghisingh opposes vehemently, despite efforts to make him
see reason. But Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee will not take chan-
ces. Ghisingh finds it difficult to garner anything like the
support he once did, but it is feared that he retains the capa-
city to cause unrest with the help of troublesome elements
from across the border, especially Maoists in Nepal. The state
government is aware that while Ghisingh’s popular base may
shrink, they suspect he retains a base to fuel tensions.

This is the reason for what Asok Bhattaeharya calls Ghi-
singh’s “blackmail” which results in a further amendment
providing for a caretaker. Ghisingh will be in full command if
he is to be caretaker, with no opposition anywhere. Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee is to get the Prime Minister’s approval on
the final composition, since the Hill Council was a tripartite
agreement. But Dr Manmohan Singh is not expected to raise
objections after the GNLF allowed the Congress candidate to
win the last parliamentary election. An all-party board of
administrators may be one way of responding to Ghisingh’s
mischief. But everything points to an abject surrender. The
Left Front, which has been insisting on an election, has for
once been outmanoeuvred.

{iE STATESMAR
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Buddha
sets tea

tourism
ball rolling

AVUIT SINHA & ANIRBAN
CHOWDHURY

Jalpaiguri/Alipurduar, Ma-
rch 12: Chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee today
said the state government is
all set to develop tea tourism,
which would add to the in-
come of tea planters and also
generate employment for local
youths.

“We have found that there
are several tourists, both do-
mestic and international, who
are interested in visiting the
tea gardens. The idea of devel-
oping tea tourism has been a
hit in Indonesia from where
we adopted the policy as there
are similar resources in this
part of Bengal,” Bhattachar-
jee said while unveiling the tea
tourism policy at the Central
Dooars Club this evening.

“We have received Rs 7.9
crore from the Union tourism
ministry for this purpose,” he
said. “We have thought of de-
veloping infrastructure, such
as roads, drinking water and
electricity, in certain tea es-
tates of north Bengal that are
situated in exotic locales,”
Bhattacharjee said.

The chief minister urged
tea planters to come forward
to develop the tourism sector
in north Bengal. “We want to
develop parts of north Bengal
apart from Darjeeling hills as
tourist destinations. Adoption
of the tea tourism policy is
partof the plan,” he said at the
programme organised by the
Dooars branch of the Indian
Tea Association in Binnaguri,
68 km from Jalpaiguri.

In Alipurduar, Bhattachar-
jee today unveiled a string of
projepts for five north Bengal
districts.

“There are few places in
our state that are more back-
ward than north Bengal. We
are giving importance to set-
ting up industries based on
agriculture and horticulture
in north Bengal. We have
formed the North Bengal De-
velopment Council to under-
take various projects,” he said.

The government, the chief
minister said, will set up an
airport in Cooch Behar. “We
have already received Rs 20
crore from the Centre for the
project. In Barobisha on the
Assam-Bengal border, we are
going to set up an industrial
park at a cost Rs 1.5 crore.”

Bhattacharjee declared for
the first time that there could
be a discussion on whether or
not Rajbangshi is a separate
language.

Bhattacharjee launching the tea tourism policy. Picture by Biplab Basak

NLF calls oft
three-day bandh

OURBUREAU

Darjeeling/Siliguri, March
12: The Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front today withdrew
its proposed three-day strike
beginning on March 16, saying
the state government had sent
“positive signals” that it
would make party chief Sub-
ash Ghisingh the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council caretaker
after the panel’s term ends on
March 25.

The decision to call off the
72-hour bandh — the first
phase of an agitation that the
GNLF had threatened to ex-
tend to 91 days in the next four
months — was taken during
the party’s central committee
meeting in Darjeeling today.

“We have decided to with-
draw the 72-hour bandh from
March 16 to honour chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee’srequest to me over phone.
However, the rest of the sched-
uled strikes are still on,” Ghis-
ingh said.

“Our demand is for an alt-
ernative to the present council
and this could be anything the

state and the Centre can offer
us,” Ghisingh said, welcoming
the scheduled meeting be-
tween the chief minister and
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on March 19. However,
the GNLF chief said he would
not meet Bhattacharjee, cur-
rently touring north Bengal.

The GNLF leader said
other “strikes could even be
more prolonged” if the party’s
demand is not met.

Ghisingh today said the
government had made a provi-
sion to safeguard “the caretak-
er power of the general coun-
cil”, though the DGHC amend-
ment bill to be tabled in the As-
sembly on Monday speaks of
appointing an administrator
or a board of administrators.

The GNLF even pasted
posters in Darjeeling saying
the government has decided to
make Ghisingh a “caretaker”
of the council.

But parties opposed to the
GNLF said Ghisingh’s am-
biguous stand on the amend-
ment is a ploy to enable it to
withdraw the three-day strike
in the face of stiff resistance

from the people of the hills.

“The amendment is clear
and there is no mention of
Ghisingh being made caretak-
er. Ghisingh's claim is only a
face-saver,” said Sawan Rai,
convenor of the five-party Peo-
ple’s Democratic Front that
has a seat-sharing arrange-
ment with the CPM.

At Siliguri, urban develop-
ment and municipal affairs
minister Asok Bhattacharya
also said at a news conference
that the real reason behind
Ghisingh’s withdrawal of the
72-hour bandh was pressure
from people of the region.

The minister referred to
yesterday’s meeting in Dar-
jeeling where people voiced
their protest against the pro-
posed bandh. “It was this com-
mon man’s pressure that made
Ghisingh realise that people
are unhappy with him.”

“Ghisingh’s idea of poli-
tics is only blackmailing the
state government. He has been
in power so far using black-
mailing tactics and wants to
continue doing the same,” al-
leged Bhattacharya.
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Aloke Banerjee i o
Kolkata, March 11 &

BULLIED BY Subash Ghisingh with
threats of violence in the Hills, the Ben-
gal government today decid-
ed to appoint him caretaker
of the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council, so that he con-
tinues to be the sole wielder
of power in the region.

So even before moving the
DGHC (Amendment) Bill
2005 in the Assembly; the gov-
ernment will have to amend
it afresh, replacing the words
“administrator” and “board
of administrators”, by the
word “caretaker”.

The dispute between the
government and Ghisingh
stems from the GNLF chief’s
reluctance to allow polls to be held in
the Hills even after the expiry of the
current council’s term this month. The
government had said that if polls can’t
be held, it would appoint a board under
an administrator to run the council.
Ghisingh had demanded he be made

* sole caretaker of the council instead.

Subash Ghisingh

“Buddha bows, leaves Hill
reins in Ghisin

h hands
gt YT

- T

The GNLF chief spoke to the chief
minister over the phone on Wednesday,
Thursday and again on Friday morn-
ing, telling Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
he would cripple the hills
through serial bandhs if his
demand wasn’t accepted,
government sources said.
2. The CPI(M) state secretari-
b at, which met in the morn-
ing, decided to give in.

The GNLF chief returned
the gesture, saying he might
withdraw the three-day
bandh called from March 16.

Bhattacharjee met lead-
ers of the Left Front, Con-
gress, Trinamool and GNLF
in his chamber at the As-
sembly this afternoon to ex-
plain that he accepted Ghis-
ingh’s demand because “the situation
in Nepal is becoming increasingly dan-
gerous”.

“At this stage I don’t want trouble
and violence in the hills,” the chief
minister said. “The elections will take
place under Ghisingh.”
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‘AUTONOMOUS’ DELETION PROPbSED IN DGAHC BILL

-Buddha mum on .

At

meetmg Ghisingh

KOLKATA, March 11. —

Chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
on the ove vl S two-day visit
O Silrea oy, preferred
slayine oo ot whether he

woulu il Wit vl Subiias Gh-
isingh for arother round of
talks to resolve the hill counicil
election deadlock. “I will nei-
ther confirm nor deny the

308siDin of sk n o neetin
3 ) g
with Do e 7 e
Wrie. L Corsadi
A Sooownechangeds

scheduicd programmes ure
his mecting with the leader-
ship of thc anti-GNLF five
party consortium comprising
the CPI-M, CPI, CPRM,
Gorkha League and GNLF
(C), inauguration of tea
tourisn: project and attending
the Teesta-Ganga festival at
Jalpaiguri.

The Siliguri MLA, Mr
Asok Bhd[tdchdryd however,

ruled out any chances of the
chief minister mecting the
GNLF chief during his visit.
Mentioning some of the pro-
grammes which Mr
Bhattacharjee has at Siliguri,
the minister said: “No .such
meeting is scheduled.”

Mr  Bhuttacharjec  has
already confirmed his meet-
ing on the hill issue with
Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh on 19 March.

He has spoken to Mr
Ghisingh over the phone a
auple of eccastons during
e past Zow uays. Meanwiile,
the governmeit Is ready with
its Durjecling Gorkha Auton-
omous Hill Council (Ame-
ndment) Bill, 2005, which is
scheduled to be placed before
the Assembly on 14 March.
The Bill proposes dropping
the term ‘Autonomous’ as
demanded by Mr Ghisingh. It
also makes provision for the
office of an Administrator or
Board of Administrators to
take charge of the council fol-

lowing the expiry of its term.
The move would become
essential if elections are not
held before 25 March this
year — the deadline for the
council’s term.

““...if it is not possible at any
time, within the extended
period of one year..., to hold
the first meeting which is
required to be held after each
general election for constitu-
tion of a new General
Council, the Government
may, by order, appoint any
person to be designated as the
Adminstrator, or constitute u
Board ot Administrators con-
sisting of several persons, one
of whom to be appointed as
Chairperson of such Board,
to exercise the powers, and
perform the functions, of the
General Council for a period
not exceeding six months at a
time or until the date on
which the first meeting of the
newly elected General
Council is held, whichever is
earlier,” the BIll states. P
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Stop Ghlsmgh'

It is time to be tough

he Left Front government must blame itself for the mess
over elections to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council. It
is in no longer in a position to adopt a tough stand against
the man it permitted to become a law unto himself — much
like Lalu Prasad in Bihar. Just as Congress finds Lalu’s
antics hard to stomach, Marxists are at their wits’ end over
Subash Ghisingh. Talks have failed; gestures have not
worked; and Alimuddin Street can only react with shock and
dismay over the GNLF announcement that it is planning a
91-day strike over four months to ensure that Ghisingh has
his way. What the hill leader proposes — his appointment as
caretaker chairman of the Hill Council after its term expires
on 26 March — is wholly illegal and unethical. It guarantees
there will be no elections until Ghisingh approves it. That is
why he cites one excuse after another, bordering on the
ridiculous. The Left has seen through his games and is in
favour of a neutral authority after 26 March till elections are
held. It wants Ghisingh to shed his excesses but has no idea
how to deal with monumental gimmicks. Alimuddin Street’s
answer is silence even after Ghisingh virtually appoints
himself caretaker chairman with a council of his choice.
What is the Left to do now? The idea of a Bill in the
assembly appointing a neutral authority in place of the Hill
Council raises fears that Ghisingh will return to ruthless
resistance. The difference is that in the eighties, the hill
people considered him a prophet wanting to fight neglect
and lack of development. Sixteen years after the tripartite
hill accord, it is a different story; which is one reason why
Ghisingh is not enthusiastic about the electorate. Yet with
the end of the Council’s term on 26 March, the state is
obliged to hold elections. It cannot be a party to
keeping Ghisingh in the chairman’s seat by default. Nor can
it be seen to stand by and watch while he proceeds to
spread panic in the hills, Further appeasement will be
disastrous. There is no alternative to the sternest possible
measures — now!

THE STATESMAN
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ASTAYFREPORTER

Calcutta, March 10: The Gor-
kha National Liberation Fro-
nt today threatened the Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee gove-
rnment with “dire
consequences” if it
sticks to its decision
of appointing an ad-
ministrator and do-
es not make Subash
Ghisingh the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Hill }
Council caretaker.
Legislators Sha-
nta Chhetri and |

0 A

panel

ment bill to Ghisingh and the
GNLF will finalise its course
of action after its executive
committee meeting on March
12. But we feel the hills will
go up in flames if the govern:
ment sticks to its
k decision to appoint
an administrator,’
the MLA said.
Bhattacharjee
rang up Ghisingt
again today after
the GNLF leade:
announced a plar
to organise bandhs
in Darjeeling. State

Goulan Lepcha of officials were tigh
the GNLF met Bhat- Ghisingh: tlipped about talks
tacharjee in his As- Standing firm between the chief
sembly chamber minister and the

and urged him not to amend
the DGHC Act to avoid ten-
sion in the hills. They submit-
ted a letter to the chief minis-
ter saying the party wanted
Ghisingh to be made caretak-
er of the council.

“The government will
have to revoke its proposal to
appoint an administrator.
Our demand has the full sup-
port of the hill people,” said
Chhetri.

“We have sent a copy of
the proposed DGHC amend-

THE TELEGRAPH

Gorkha leader, but sources
said Bhattacharjee sought
his consent for the move to
appoint an administrator to
the council after its tenure
expires on March 25.

“The chief minister tried
to convince us about the need
to amend the act and appoint
an administrator, but we
have made it clear to him that
Ghisingh should be made
caretaker of the council till a
new body is formed through
election,” Chhetri said.
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GNLF reat:
andh

EEL-
ING March 8.
R — In a throw-
g back to the days
of the Gorkha-
land agitation,
the GNLF has
- threatened 91
days of strike, staggered over
four months, if the state govern-
ment does not agree to make Mr
Subash Ghisingh the caretaker of
Darjeeling Gorkha Autonomous
Hill Council after the end of its
current term. The threat, if car-
ried out, may land a death-blow
to the Hills’ already fragile econ-
omy. The announcement itself
has done quite a bit of damage.

The term of the present Ge-
neral Council ends on 26 March
and the government is to bring a
Bill in the Assembly on 13 Mar-
ch to set up a neutral dispensa-
tion to run the Hill Council the-
reafter. The government has so
far said that it will not make Mr
Ghisingh the sole authority of
the council after 26 March.

The bandh threat issued by the
GNLF Darjeeling branch comm-
ittee today came after indica-
tions from the government that
it would not honour the 5 March
resolution of the General Coun-
cil appointing Mr Ghisingh as
the caretaker. Mr Ghisingh and
the chief minister talked over the
phone yesterday. — SNS
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| Coupcil for Ghiéingh
4 as “caretaker’y, ¢

i A .

W . STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE t \ \

. DARJEELING, March 5. — Defying democratic norms,
the General Council of the DGAHC today proposed that
the current DGAHC chairman, Mr Subash Ghisingh, be
appointed “caretaker” of the Hill council after its dissolu-
tion on 25 March.

The one-year extended tenure of the General Council
ends on 25 March, with the state government failing to
hold its polls. Reportedly, the government was mulling
either an administrator or an all-party board to run the
DGAHC after its current tenure. Addressing a press con-
ference after the General Council meeting at the Tourist
Lodge here today, Mr Ghisingh spoke of the two resolu-

tions taken: one, to install him as the Council’s “careta- |

ker” after 25 March and two, councillors will resign en
masse on 21 March.

“All councillors will be surrendering their membership
to the General Council to welcome an alternative, the
talks for which are on between the Centre, state and the
Hill council,” Mr Ghisingh said, adding that he would re-
main the sole person in charge of the council till the tri-
partite talks are over. Noting that the state will
introduce a Bill in the Assembly on 13 March to install a
new dispensation for the Hill council and the dissolution
of the General Council of the DGAHC, he warned the
government “not to make any mistake in the Bill”.

According to Mr Ghising, the DGAHC would become

“defunct” if the state turns down today’s resolution to |

nominate him as the council's caretaker. He said the

chief minister had recently called him up with the pro-
posal to have an “all-party board of administrators” for
the Hill council after 25 March. “The proposition is
[ laughable,” Mr Ghising quipped. “Elected bodies cannot
! come under any board.” L
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 GNLF nays council officer,

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Darjeeling, Feb. 27: The
GNLF today rejected the state
government’s plan to appoint
an administrator after the Da-
rjeeling Gorkha Hill Council
(DGHC)’s term terminates on
March 25.

Deepak Gurung, the presi-
dent of the GNLF’s Darjeeling
committee, said there is no
provision in the DGHC Act for
the appointment of the admin-
istrator. The move, he added,
would “stifle democracy”.

“At a time when review
meetings are on, how can they
talk of an admmlstrator‘? The

ty would be appointed super
seding an elected body. Such
amove will not solve the impa-
sse. Besides, there is no such
provision in the DGHC Act,”
Gurung said.

When the Buddhadeb Bha-
ttacharjee government is wor-
king towards amending the
act to install the administrat-
or, the fresh opposition can de-
rail the process.

The GNLF wants to get the
maximum from the situation
that will arise after the term of
the council expires on March
25, The party wants the gover-
nment to appoint Subash Ghi-
singh as caretaker of the coun-
cil till the elections are held.

The Opposition parties in

the hills, 1nc1ud1ng the CPM,
have made it clear Ghisingh
should not be allowed to hold
the reins of the council even
after its term ends.

The DGHC has already got
two extensions from the state
government and a third is bar-
red by the law, but Ghisingh
has refused to participate in
the polls till his demands rega-
rding the powers of the coun-
cil are met through meetings
with the state and the Centre.

If the state government en-
dorses what the Gorkha lead-
er’s opponents have been dem-
anding, the GNLF will suffer a
major setback. However, there
are reports that the governme-
nt is also mulling making Ghi-

singh the chief adviser to an
administrator.

“The council will cease to
be if a caretaker is not put in
place by March 26,” said Guru-
ng. The GNLF maintains that
a caretaker chairman would
ensure that an elected person
is at the council helm.

The GNLF has also raised
the bogey of a separate Gorkh-
aland to ensure that it wins the
next round at the negotiation
table. “The state says it will pa-
ss a bill to remove the word au-
tonomous (from DGHC). But
we’ll see that a bill on Gorkhal-
and comes first,” said Gurung.

Ghisingh is leaving for Ge-
rmany to attend a 10-day tour-
ism festival starting March 3.
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NGE HILLS
An‘administrator i od idea €O

HE first positive signal that the Weégt Bengal govern-
ment means business with regard t6 the Hill Council '
election is the move to appoint an administrator after
the council’s present term expires on 26 March. Subash
Ghisingh, having drawn another blank in a series of
tripartite meetings (the latest on Friday which included
the prime Minister), mocks the idea and keeps referring
to additional powers for the council. What it means is .
that the state government is confronted with a chal- |
lenge. It will be a real test for Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
on whether he can execute the idea of an administrator |
for Darjeeling in the face of resistance from Ghisingh. |
Someone must be prepared to take the plunge. The '
GNLF leader is at his devious best but it is doubtful |
whether he will be able, in the changed scenario, to play |
the Gorkhaland card with threats of violence as he did
in the eighties leading to the tripartite agreement in '
1988. Being a party to the agreement, he cannot escape
elections citing irrelevant issues. Nor can he keep ask- |
ing for tripartite talks as excuse for postponing elec- |
tions. At one stage, he seized upon the inclusion of the
word “autonomous” in the name of the Darjeeling Gor-
kha Hill Council to suggest there are “two authorities”
and that a further clarification would be needed before
the election are held. No one has any doubts about all
these diversionary tactics because he is far from certain
about his popular base at the moment; there is also
disturbing evidence of dissent within GNLF ranks.

The question is whether the Left Front government
can send out the right signals by actually appointing an
administrator. The Centre has cleverly placed in the ball
in the state’s court. After GNLF support for a Congress
candidate in the parliamentary election, .they are
playing their cards carefully. In fact, Shivraj Patil has
suggested a substantial hike of nearly Rs 30 crores as
annual grant to the Hill Council making it Rs 50 crores
— without asking Ghigingh for proper accounting. This
means that three parties to the agreement are pulling in
different directions. A stalemate will bring the adminis-
tration in the hills to a halt after 26 March. Someone
must pluck up the courage to téll Ghisingh that he must
subseribe to the democratic process. The CPI-M is seen
to be taking tough positions elsewhere..In this case, it
ha8 been held back gy its own policy of appeasem¢nt.
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xf){fel' Gorkha

uﬁ“‘
By Marcus Dam

KOLKATA: The hastily-convened
meeting between the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and the West Bengal Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, in New Delhi on
Thursday reflects the heighten-
ing concerns of both govern-
ments over the future of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Autono-
mous Council. Its Chairman,
Subhash Ghising, demands
that the present council needs
to be replaced with “an alter-
native council” with greater
powers. Concealed in the de-

NEWS ANALYSIS

mand is a veiled threat to re-
vive the movement for a
Gorkhaland state — one that
had thrown the region into a
period of political turbulence
till it was called off with the
setting up of the Council 16
years ago.

What has prompted the sud-
den turn of events is the con-
tentious issue of holding
elections to the Council whose
term expires on March 25. The
West Bengal Government has
announced its intentions to ap-
point an administrator for run-
ning the DGHAC once the term
ends and till the electoral ar-
rangements are completed.
This puts paid to Mr. Ghising’s
hopes of continuing to be in
the saddle, even beyond the
expiration date of the Council,
till his demands for additional
powers to it are met to his
satisfaction.

Mr. Bhattacharjee and Mr.
Ghising have been at odds on
the subject. Their differences
were in evidence at last week’s
tripartite talks convened by the
Union Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, in New Delhi that ended

5 1,11 Council [

inconclusively. Mr. Ghlsmg s
contention that the polls can-
not be held unless there is an
upgrading of the council was
an argument Mr. Bhattacharjee
has persistently refused to buy.

Flagrant violation

Not holding elections, M.
Bhattacharjee has reiterated,
does not augur well for the
democratic process that had
been set in place in the hills
after the two-year-long violent
agitation for statehood.

Also, it is a flagrant violation
of the DGHC Act which came
into existence following a
memorandum of settlement
signed in the presence of the
then Union Home Minister,
Buta Singh, by the then West
Bengal Chief Minister, Jyoti Ba-
su, and Mr. Ghising calling off
a movement that had crippled
the local economy and cost
several lives. Talks on the revi-
sion of powers of the Council
could go on but not at the cost
of subverting the election proc-
ess in a region where the polls
have already been deferred by
a year, the Chief Minister
maintained.

The raking up of the state-
hood demand is seen as a ploy
by Mr. Ghising to push back
indefinitely an election whose
outcome could well go against
him considering the steady
erosion in support base and
growing threat to his hegemo-
ny, his political opponents ar-
gue.

This is open to debate but
what is not is that any talk of
Gorkhaland in the Darjeeling
hills has always been loaded

with significant emotive appeal '

and is one that has dominated
both public discourse and the
rhetoric of leaders of political
parties whose agendas it
determines.
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Kolkata/Siliguri,
February 23

UNDERGROUND KAM-
TAPUR Liberation Organ-
isation (KLO) on Wednes-
day suffered a major set-
back when its organising
secretary and chief com-
bat instructor were ar-
rested at Chenrabandha,
close to the Bangladesh
border in North Bengal’s
Cooch Behar district.

Acting on a tip-off, a po-
lice team from Mekhlia-
gunj, in a pre-dawn opera-
tion, raided Chenglaband-
ha village and cordoned
off the house where the
militants were hiding.
The rebels opened fire as
the police tried to zero in
on the house.

The police retaliated,
forcing the militants to
surrender. “The operation
has been highly success-
ful. We have got the two
most-wanted militants,”

Jagmohan, the superin-
tendent of police, Cooch

.Behar, district, who had

rushed to the spot, told HT
The two arrested KLO
rebels have been identi-
fied as Abhinash Ad-
hikari, the organising sec-
retary of the outfit, and
Sukumar Ray alias San-
jay, its chief combat in-
structor.

Both Adhikari and Ray
were the founder mem-
bers of the outfit, which
was floated on December
28, 1995.

A special team from the

_ state intelligence branch

is interrogating the two
arrested militants. The
version of the rebels
about KLO chief Jibon
Singh Singh setting up
base in Dhaka has come
as a surprise for the state
intelligence branch. It
was earlier -believed that
he had set up two camps
in the Rongpur district of
Bangladesh.
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State plans H111s £011
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under a mimstrator

HT Correspondents
Kolkata/Darjeeling,
February 21

IGNORING SUBASH Ghis-
ingh’s threat to block polls
to the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council (DGHC), mu-
nicipal affairs and urban de-
velopment minister Asok
Bhattacharya said today
that the government would
go ahead with the elections
though they might be held
after March 25, the official
date for the DGHC board’s
dissolution.

“The Hills people want
democracy, development
and peace. Only elections
can achieve these goals for
them,” he said. The delay, if
any, would be caused only by
the secondary and higher
secondary examinations,
scheduled to get over by
March 22, and certain tech-
nical problems over amend-
ing the DGHC Act to intro-
duce the provision for ap-
pointing a caretaker admin-
istrator for the dissolved
board, the minister added.

Quashing all speculation
over extending the board’s

Subash Ghisingh
Under pressure

life and appointing Ghis-
ingh as caretaker adminis-
trator, he said the adminis-
trator would be a state gov-
ernment officer.

There was no provision in
the DGHC Act to extend the
council’s life beyond March

25. That Ghisingh had been

chairman for an extra year
was because the Act provid-
ed for a year’s extension. “He
is not entitled to any further
extension and will have to
step down as chairman of
the council, which will duly
stand dissolved,” Bhat-

tacharya clarified.

The government was al-
ready getting the grounds
ready for the board’s disso-
lution and consulting legal
experts on amending the
laws to appoint a caretaker
administrator.

The amendment would be
passed during the upcoming
Assembly session. If not, it
would be done through an
Ordinance. There would be a
second amendment to drop
the word “autonomous”
from the Council’'s name,
Bhattacharya said.

The statement was wel-
comed by the Opposition in
the Hills. With Ghisingh
away, the GNLF maintained
a guarded silence. N.B.
Khawas, a frontline GNLF
leader, said, “Whatever our
decision, it will be taken at
the highest level. [ have no
comments.”

D.S. Bomzan, a senior
leader of the Communist
Party of Revolutionary
Marxists, said the Hills peo-
ple would consider Bhat-
tacharya’s position as the
government’s own. “We wel-
come the decision.”
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Poll stalemate continues

GNLF president Subash Ghisingh greets Buddhadeb Bhattach

minister Shivraj Patil looks on.

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Darjeeling, Feb 17

THE SECOND round of tri-
partite talks between the
Centre, the state and the
GNLF ended in a deadlock
on Thursday, but with a
promise of fresh talks to
sort out the contentious is-
sue of DGAHC elections.

While Subash Ghisingh
insisted on more powers for
the council before the elec-
tions, chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee as-
serted that the polls should
be held as per schedule and
that the issue of empower-
ment could be decided si-
multaneously.

“We are ready to discuss
everything under the sun
whether constitutional, le-
gal, administrative or finan-
cial but the re-structuring of
the council and the elec-

tions can be held simultane-
ously,” Bhattacharjee said.
While Bhattacharjee met
Sonia Gandhi earlier in the
day to discuss the DGHC is-
sue, Ghisingh said he had
written to the Prime Minis-
ter that elections should not
be held without granting
more powers to the council.
“It is reprehensible that
after 15 years of existence,
constitutional recognition
has not been accorded to the
council despite the fact that
the attention of the Centre
and the Election Commis-
sion has been repeatedly
drawn,” Ghisingh said.
Maintaining that he
wanted justice for the peo-
ple of Darjeeling and areas
around it, he said the “loop-
holes” in the Act must be re-
moved.
Union home minister
Shivraj Patil said the 75-

: SUNIL SAXENA/HT

rjice in New Delhi as home

9.{
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minute meeting was cordial
frank.

National security adviser
M.K. Narayanan said that if
the review of the Act; as de-
manded by Ghisingh, could
not be undertaken before the
March 26 deadline, the op-
tion of postponing the elec-
tions could be considered.

In Darjeeling, anticipa-
tions run high over the
GNLF supremo’s next move.
“The decision to hold elec-
tions and not bow down to
Ghisingh’s pressure tactics
is welcome... People are fed
up with the whimsical Ghis-
ingh,” said Madan Tamang,
chairman of People’s Demo-
cratic Front (PDF).

Senior CPRM leader D.S.
Bomzan said it was the re-
sponsibility of the state gov-
ernment to hold timely elec-
tions. “It is not necessary to
consult Ghisingh.” ’

[
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Opp gears up
for ‘inevitable’
elections

Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, February 17

THE PEOPLES’ Democratic
Front and the CPI(M) have
begun their groundwork for
the forthcoming DGHC elec-
tions, which they described
as “inevitable”.

“A cadre workshop on Feb-
ruary 20 will coordinate wor-
kers of the PDF'’s three con-
stituent parties — AIGL, CP-
RM and GNLF-C — and the
CPI(M). The election machi-
nery will also be chalked
out,” said PDF chairman
Madan Tamang. At least 100
cadres-from each of the four
parties, selected from all 28
DGHC constituencies, will
participate in the workshop.

Tamang said if Ghisingh
failed to see reason and was
adamant about not holding
polls, “the law would take its
own course and polls will be
held”. Ghisingh’s demand of
an “alternate council” and
giving it a Constitutional gu-
arantee was vague. “What he
should have demanded was a
regional autonomy — a
‘state within a state’ — in ac-
cordance with the private
Bill moved in Parliament by
CPI(M) MP Ananda Pathak,
which had legislative powers
and would have included the
Dooars area,” Tamang said.

If Ghisingh was sincere to-
wards the Hills people, he
should have mobilised par-
ties and tried to seek the sup-
port of MPs so that the “state
within a state” theory could
be materialised, he said.
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CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee and Subash Ghisingh left
for Delhi on Wednesday for the third
round of tripartite talks over the hill
council elections, but not before the
GNLF leader said that the aspira-
tions of the people of the hills had
not been met.

It was learnt that Bhattacharjee
plans to meet Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi separately before the talks to
persuade he” about the importance
of holding elections in the Darjeel-
ing Hills.

State municipal affairs and urban
development minister Asok Bhat-
tacharya, however, called Ghising’s
fresh threat of a Gorkhaland agita-
tion as “untenable”.

Reading out from the Memoran-
dum of Settlement framed in 1988,
which was signed in presence of the
then union home’ minister, Buta
Singh, with both GNLF chief Ghis-
ingh and chief minister Jyoti Basu
_ and chief secretary Rathin Sengup-
ta as signatories, Bhattacharya said
that dropping the Gorkhaland de-
mand was the precondition for en-
tering into the agreement of an au-
tonomous Hill Council.

Ghisingh said at Bagdogra airport
that Jyoti Basu, the then chief min-
ister, had told him that the demand
for Gorkhaland could arise if the as-
pirations and demands of the Hill
Council remained unfulfilled.

Dubbing such a claim to be false
_ and baseless, Bhattacharya read out
from the resolution, which clearly
said: “In the overall national and in
response to the Prime Minister’s
call, GNLF agreed to drop the de-
mand for a separate statehood —
Gorkhaland.”

The lines not only punctures the
claim, but it also goes on to point out
that Ghisingh himself had agreed
on setting up an autonomous hill
council, though he had been persist-
ently. saying that the Darjeeling
Gorkha Autonomous Hill Council
(DGAHC) was formed without his

HT Correspondent Y

Kolkata, February 16

knowledge and it was a duplicate
council, not the real one.

The Memorandum of Settlement
has specific mention that it was
agreed upon to set up an au-
tonomous Hill Council under the
State Act.

The resolution has also clearly
charted out that the agreement calls
upon the GNLF cadre to surrender
all unauthorised weapons and with-
draw all agitational activities and
maintain peace and order in the
Hills.

Bhattacharya maintained that the
chief minister had been considering
almost all the demands put forward
by Ghisingh. Asked if the state was
going soft on Ghisingh in order to
negotiate the polls, Bhattacharya
said that there was no question of

-doing so. If the state had been con-

sidering the demands to the extent of
fulfilling them, it was because they
were trying to give importance to
the chairman of the Hill Council,
who also represents a minority com-
munity — the Nepalese.

He said that Ghisingh’s reluc-
tance to hold the polls could be be-
cause of some astrological predic-
tions. He said Ghisingh strongly be-
lieves in stars and astrology and that
there is word in the Hills that his
Nepali astrologer had predicted that
the results of the 2005 election would
be bad for him.

Rs 17 cr bribe slur

on GNLF chief

‘Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, February 16

PEOPLES’ DEMOCRATIC Fr-
ont chairman Madan Tamang
on Wednesday alleged that
GNLF chief Subash Ghisingh
had received Rs 17 crore for sign-
ing the DGAHC Accord. He was
speaking at a public meeting
jointly organised by the PDF-
and the CPI(M).

“Ghisingh can file a defama-
tion case against me if he wants
to prove me wwrong,” said
Tamang. The time had come, he
said, for another February Rev-
olution, drawing a parallel with
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution
in Russia. “It is time to dethrone
the Czar of Darjeeling,” he said.

Ghisingh’s latest theory of
an “original council” (DGHC)
and a “duplicate council”
(DGAHC) also came under
heavy fire. The word “Au-
tonomous” was added to the ex-
isting DGHC four years ago.
And Ghisingh has suddenly
dubbed the DGAHC the “dupli-
cate” council, saying he would
not allow elections unless the
problem was resolved. “This is
Ghisingh’s ploy to evade elec-
tions. He is just confusing the
people of the hills, as he was the
co-chairman of the High Level
Committee that had proposed
the addition of the word ‘Au-
tonomous’; his signature is
there in black and white,” said
Darjeeling MLA and PDF
leader D.K. Pradhan.

He said, if Ghisingh is really
against the inclusion of “auton-
omous”, even to the extent of ca-
lling the DGAHC a “duplicate”

council, then why did he use the
facilities extended by it and ac-
cept the Rs 170-crore annual
fund that was allotted for it?

“The actual reason for all !
this is that Ghisingh, who is al-

ways surrounded by
trologers, shamans and his
monk advisor, has been advised

.that this year is not good for his

political career, especially elec-
tions, so he is trying to avoid it
at any cost,” said Tamang.

as- .

Next in line was the “DGHC

review meeting”. “Ghisingh
has never specified what he
means by an alternative to the
Council, nor is he prepared for
tomorrow’s meeting. He can
neither talk and justify his de-
mands nor put forward strong
and sensible points,” said Prad-
han, adding that Ghisingh
would only stick to his demand
of suspending elections.

R.S. Prasad of the CPI(M)
said that the entire concept of
Ghisingh’s “Tripartite DGHC

review meeting” was wrong, as .

the “Autonomous Council is
within the State Act. ...Only the
State Legislative Assembly can
enact changes and that too the
other political parties have to
be involved,” he said.

“Instead of addressing the
problems of the Darjeeling
Hills, Ghisingh is more inter-
ested in Nepal and Bhutan. He
said all of us were a part of an
international spying agency.
butas his interests lie more in
those countries and by the look
of his prophecy of things to
come in Nepal and Bhutan, it is
most likely that he himself is
an Agent,” said Prasad.
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Ghisingh doesnh
for 1988 deal: ‘Asok

'%\"

KOLKATA, Feb. 16. — On the
eve of the third round of tripar-
tite talks between the Centre,
the state and the DGAHC in
New Delhi to resolve the hill
council election deadlock, state
municipal affairs minister and

Siliguri MLA, Mr Asok
Bhattacharya, accused council
chairman Mr Subash Ghisingh
of flouting his own agreement in
reviving the Gorkhaland issue.

Mr Bhattacharya highlighted
his “learning” that the reason
why Mr Ghisingh is trying to
avoid elections in the Hills is
because “some astrologer prop-
hesied that he won’t fare well if
he participated in any elections
in the year 2005”.

Reacting to Mr Ghisingh’s
statements at Bagdogra airport
before the GNLF chief left for
his meeting with Union home
' minister Mr Shivraj Patil and
chief minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacherjee, Mr Bhattacharya
quoted the 1988 tripartite
Memorandum of Settlement to
say that Mr Ghisingh had agreed
to drop the Gorkhaland
demand, irrespective of the
activities of the council.

carc

9..9{\ cr)—c\,l YL(KW

GNLF chief’s Gorkhaland ‘secret’

SILIGURI, Feb. 16. — Before leaving for Delhi today to attend the third
round of talks on the DGAHC, Mr Subash Ghisingh let slip a secret he had
latched on to since the creation of the DGHC, now the DGAHC.

“Urging me to accept the hill council during the signing of the tripartite
accord, the former chief minister Mr Jyoti Basu had told me that | couid re-
vive the claim for Gorkhaland later if | did not feel comfortable with the
council,” Mr Ghisingh said here today.

But that does not mean that the GNLF chief was reviving the Gorkhaland
call at this moment although he was “not at alf comfortable,” with the DGAH-
C's status or powers.

Asked if he was planning to place the Gorkhaland demand in Delhi, and
if so, why was he going to attend a review meeting on the accord, Mr Ghi-
singh said that his trip was not about Gorkhaland.

“The council is a victim of trial and error method. Such practice has to

end,” Mr Ghisingh said but avoided elaborating what he expected of the
Centre or the state government to shape the couricil.

“The state government has accepted two of my demands — a CBI probe
against the assassination attempt on me and tripartite talks to review the
accord. | still have a number of demands, which would be discussed in to-
morrow’s meeting in Delhi,” he said. — SNS

The agreement was signed by
the then Union home secretary
Mr GC Somaiya and state chief
secretary Mr Rathin Sengupta,
apart from Mr Ghisingh. The
then Union home minister Mr
Buta Singh and chief minister
Mr Jyoti Basu were also present.

It read: “In the overall nation-
al interest and in response to the
Prime Minister’s call, the GNLF
agree to drop the demand for a
separate state of Gorkhaland

short r

THE STATESMAN

for the soual economic, educa-
tional and cultural advancement
of people residing in the hill
areas of Darjeeling district. It is
agreed that an autonomous hill
council is to be set up under a
state Act.”

Mr Budhadeb Bhattacharjee
confirmed at Writers’ today that
he would also meet the UPA
chairman Mrs Sonia Gandhi
during his stay in Delhi but
refused to divulge details. /

-
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A Jaw unto himself
(\R\The stat%’must S)ﬁf;e Ghis%arg;h”s tactics \

ubash Ghisingh’s tactics are clear to those who have

dealt with him since the eighties after the violent
agitation launched for an alternative power centre. His
objective of unending talks are intended to put off election |
to the Hill Council indefinitely, because he is not in favour.
That is why he is vehemently opposed to going to the
people. Because he cannot say so, he brings a pile of
excuses to demonstrate why elections due in March are
“inappropriate”.

Ghisingh’s meetings in Delhi, by all accounts, did not
produce the desired results; which is why he chooses to
press his case before the chief minister. The CPI-M wishes
to do business with the GNLF to ensure there is peace on
Ghisingh’s terms and they get some advantages on the
side. It still does not solve the problems of neglect in the
hills.

Ghisingh raises a laugh by suggesting he spurns any offer
of a hike in the annual grant from Rs 22 crores to Rs 50
crores. A hike is what he is fighting for but he will not
accept any obligation of accounting for it. He prefers to
keep the grants issue aside for the time being, because he i
knows that priority is to ensure his continuance as a (
political leader by postponing the elections, he dreads.
Similarly, he uses the Hill Council’s status before the
Election Commission as another excuse. Since when was
the Hill Council a political party? And what “consti-
tutional guarantee” does he seek other than the tripartite
agreement of 19887

Buddhadeb should have no doubts about Ghisingh’s
tactics of in indulging in rounds of tripartite talks to see the
elections postponed. The question is whether the chief
minister is in a position to take the bull by the horns and
insist that the people of Darjeeling have the right to
choose their leader.

It is true that both the CPI-M in the state and the
Congress-led UPA government at the Centre are not sure
about an alternative leader, to replace Ghishing and who
may in fact return to the days of violence. But that fear
cannot be a pretext for appeasing Ghisingh in every
possible way.

It will destroy the objective of using development
funds effectively — on which the ruling GNLF has a
miserable record. If this has resulted in widespread
disenchantment among the people or in dissenting voices
within the GNLF, that must not be a reason for
abandoning the ballot. The state government is playing a
dangerous game if it allows him to become a law unto
himself. /
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‘Centre invites
Ghisingh to./
talks on F b 17
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 11

THE PARLEYS with the Centre
on elections to the Darjeeling
Gorkha Autonomous Hill Coun-
cil (DGAHC) will continue.

The Union Home Ministry
will hold a second round of tri-
partite talks in New Delhi on
February 17 to discuss the
DGAHC elections and the vari-
ous issues raised by GNLF
leader Subash Ghisingh. A com-
muniqué to this effect reached
the state secretariat on Friday
and officials immedidtely con-
veyed the message to Ghisingh.

The Centre’s decision is
prompted by chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s detailed
briefing to Union home minister
Shivraj Patil and defence minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee about his
failed talks with Ghisingh on
February 8.

While Patil is expected to pre-
side over the meeting to be at-
tended by Bhattacharjee and
Ghisingh. The first round of tri-
partite discussion took place in
Delhi on January 28, when
Union home secretary D. Singh
chaired the meeting. The meet-
ing, attended by state chief sec-
retary Asok Gupta and Ghis-
ingh, remained inconclusive,
with the latter remaining stub-
born against holding the sched-
uled elections by March 25.

The deadlock over Ghisingh'’s
refusal to the elections did not
break even after an hour-long
meeting with Bhattacharjee.
Though the chief minister ac-
ceded to most of his major de-
mands, Ghisingh turned down
the plea for holding the elections
before the due date.

Bhattacharjee said the state
government would not take any
unilateral decision with regard
to elections. “We do not want any
confrontation either with the
people of Darjeeling or with the
ruling GNLE,” he said. “I hope
good sense would prevail upon
him soon.”

Government officials said that
while Bhattacharjee will strive
hard at the Delhi tripartite talks
for Ghisingh’s consent for the
elections, the state’s readiness to

Q %Q?tW

hold elections as soon as possi-
ble will be conveyed to Patil in
clear terms.

The elections to the 28-mem-
ber DGAHC are likely to be held
either on March 13 or on March
20, both being Sundays. These
dates have been tentatively
fixed, keeping in view the fact
that while secondary examina-
tions are scheduled to be held be-
tween March 7 and 12, higher
secondary examinations will to
take place from March 14 to
March 19.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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here are two ways to look at the iy i
I over the elections to the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council. Having extended the term of
the present council twice, the state government
has no option but to hold the elections by March
25. But the larger and far more complicated prob-
lem is political. Not just the elections, but peace
and political stability in Darjeeling could be at
stake if Mr Subash Ghisingh, the council’s chair-
man and leader of the biggest party there, the
Gorkha National Liberation Front, boycotts
them. Despite the erosion in his earlier populari-
ty, he remains the most powerful politician in the
Darjeeling hills. It is possible that he is exploiting
his power to make the state government fall in
line with his demands. The tripartite meeting be-
tween him, the state government and the Centre
in New Delhi last month sought to meet some of
the demands,which seemed to be fair. Mr Ghis-
ingh is justified in seeking punishment for those
who were involved in an assassination attempt on
him and the murder of three of his party col-
leagues. He also has a reasonable case in demand-
ing the delimitation of some part of the council’s
territory. It is also understandable why he wants
the Central funds for the DGHC to go directly to it
and not through Writers’ Buildings.

However, what is less clear is why he wants the
whole of Darjeeling to be placed in the category of
tribal land. It stirs the old debate about whether
the council should come under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution. Mr Ghisingh should know
that the Nepalis are not considered tribal people
and that the DGHC, therefore, cannot come under
the constitutional provisions which relate to trib-
al autonomous set-ups. The issue seemed to have
been settled when the DGHC was set up in 1988. By
reviving the issue, he is clearly trying to throw up
new challenges to both New Delhi and Calcutta.
That precisely is the challenge before Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee — he has to look at
Mr Ghisingh’s gamble more from the larger polit-
ical angle than from the strictly administrative
one. He must involve the Centre closely in tack-
ling the challenge. After all, the elections cannot
be more important than peace in Darjeeling. At
the same time, Mr Ghisingh cannot be allowed to
hold democratic politics and peace in the hills to
ransom. The stalemate clearly is a test of the chief

minister’s administrative and political skills. /
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SILIGURI, Feb. 9. — The GNLF chief,
Mr Subash Ghisingh, today claimed that
chief minister Mr  Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee had assured him that the
word “autonomous” would be removed
from the hill council’s name.

Briefing reporters at Pintel village near
Sukna after his return from Kolkata
today, Mr Ghisingh expressed satisfaction
with the outcome of yesterday’s meeting
with the chief minister. He, however, said
that the council election would be allowed
to take place only if the state government
accepts the GNLF’s demand for a full-
fledged review of the hill council.

He termed the DHAHC as a “dupli-
cate” hill council, and claimed that the

—_—

DGHC, chaired by him, is the “original”
one. “Until and unless the confusion over
the ‘autonomous’ status ends, there is no
point in holding the election. If the state
government wants the ‘duplicate’
DGAHC to participate in the election, it
can announce the dates. I have no prob-
lem,” Mr Ghisingh said. Mr Ghisingh’s
fresh demand for a full-fledged review of
the hill council has once again put a ques-
tion mark over the holding of the council
election. Putting still more pressure on
the state government, Mr Ghisingh
announced that during the proposed
review meeting, he would renew the
demand of statehood status to
Gorkhaland. — SNS

LW




/Ghisingh puts a spanner

in Darjeeli

Our Kolkata Bureau
7T UBTFEBRUARY
=Y LECTIONS for the Dar-
—{ jeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
A cil (DGHC) are now in
grips of more uncertainty with its
chairman Subash Ghisingh cate-
gorically ruling it out until the le-
gal status of the “duplicate” Dar-
jeeling Gorkha ‘Autonomous’
Hill Council (DGAHC) is decided.

“When the council was set up
after the tripartite Gorkha accord
in 1988, it was named Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council. Later, a gov-
emment notification mentioned
the name of the council as Darjeel-
ing Autonomous Gorkha Hill
Council. So now, there are two
coundils,” he told reporters soon
after his meeting West Bengal chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jeein Kolkata on Tuesday.

Describing himself as the
chairman of the ‘original’ council
— the DGHC, Mr Ghisingh said:
“The government must first de-
cide which council will go for

Mr GHMisingh said. He has re-
quegfed Mr Bhattachatjee to
mghve the Centre for convening
other tripartite meeting “at the

g WC

MeeniNG Poin: Chief minister Buddhadeb Bhacharjee with DGAHC

chairman Subash Ghisingh at Writers’ Buildings on Tuesday.—PTl

earliest” to resolve the issue.

If the matter is not resolved
before the March 26 deadline for
the forthcoming elections, Mr
Ghisingh said the council will be
left with two options — dissolu-
tion of DGHC or the unilateral
withdrawal of his party, the
Gorkha National Liberation
Front, from the 1988 Gorkha Ac-
cord and placing the council un-
der bureaucrats. “We don’t have
objections to either of the two

options,” he added.

The GNLF supremo said he
has apprised the state chief min-
ister that the council has become
like a ‘child afflicted with polio’
which cannot stand on its own.
“Itold Bhuddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee that DGHC was now in ‘ani-
mus suspendi.” The defects need
to be repaired and more power
needs to be delegated to it under
Article 6 of the constitution,” Mr
Ghisingh added.

The Econermy, Time, 09 FEB 2003




“Fresh uncertainty over Gorkha

autonomous council

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, FEB. 8. Sixteen years af-
ter the formation of the Darjeel-
ing Gorkha Hill Autonomous
Council (DGHAC), its chairman,
Suibhas Ghising’s description of
the body here today as one
which has lost its relevance has
thrown its future into fresh un-
certainty. The council was set
up after a prolonged movement
for a separate State comprising
the hills of north Bengal.
There is an immediate need
for a tripartite meeting involv-
ing the Centre, the State Gov-
ernment and the DGHAC to
determine the “political status”
of the council, he said after talks
with Chief Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee. There could be
no elections to the council un-
less this was done, he added.
The present extended term of
the DGHAC expires on March
26.
* Mr. Bhattacharjee apprised
both the Union Home Minister,
Shivraj Patil, and the Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, of
the developments. Later, he
said that the State Government
was bent on avoiding any con-
frontation with Mr. Ghising but
wondered why the tripartite
talks being demanded by the
DGHAC chairman should be a
pre-condition to the holding of
the elections on time.
: The Chief Minister had held
talks with Mr. Ghising near Sili-
guri last month following the
latter’s threat to wind up the
DGHAC unless its powers were
increased or an alternative
council formed. They then
agreed on tripartite talks to re-
view the existing powers of the

e : R -
The. Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Autonomous Councll Chalrman,

Subhas Ghising, greets the West Bengal Chief Minister,

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,

in Kolkata on Tuesday.

— Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

council which was subsequent-
ly held in New Delhi on January
28. Senior officials of the Centre
and West Bengal Government
attended the talks.

Since then, Mr. Ghising has
been insisting that the tripartite
talks — held after four years —
were of a “bureaucratic” nature
and ought to be followed up
with another round of talks “on
the political level” in which
both the Union Home Minister
and the West Bengal Chief Min-
ister should be present.

The council, in its present
form, is becoming redundant
and did not enjoy any “constitu-
tional safeguards,” according to

Mr. Ghising. He has been de-
manding that more depart-
ments including Home and
Finance be brought within the
purview of the council’s powers.

The incorporation of the term
“autonomous” in the nomen-
clature of the council following
legislation ratified by the As-
sembly a few years ago has be-
come a bone of contention
between Mr. Ghising and the
State Government. “At present
there exists two councils — the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council
[DGHC] and the DGHAC. I am
the chairman only of the for-
mer,” Mr. Ghising said.

/
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‘GNLF chief amves

J

to break

HT Correspondents
Darjeeling/Kolkata, February 7

DGHC CHAIRMAN Subash Ghis-
ingh quietly left for Kolkata on
Monday, accompanied by his body-
guard and driver. His purpose: to
meet chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and discuss the
DGHC elections.

DGHC officials, councillors and
leaders, however, said that they
had no prior knowledge of his vis-
it, as his travel plans are closely
guarded after the assassination
bid on him in February 2001,

On his arrival in Kolkata, the
GNLF chief said there was a polit-
ical stalemate in Darjeeling and
that he had come to resolve the
matter. “I am here to clear the po-
litical stalemate, the deadlock and
to discuss a way out of the dead-
lock with the chief minister. If' th-
ereare no talks, then there is a pas-
sibility of therelationship turning
stale. I don’t want that,” he said.

He said that he had nothing to
say about the DGHC elections. The
signatories will sit together and
decide the election date, he said.

Darjeeling, of late, has become
very sensitive and the condition
has become more grave with the
crisis in Nepal. He said that the bu-
reaucratic level meeting has been
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over in Delhi. There should be reg-
ular reviews of the memorandum
of settlement in which various is-
sues need to be discussed, such as
the mistakes which had happened
and the difficulties faced in imple-
menting developmental projects in
Darjeeling. The role of the Central
and the state government needs to
be discussed as well, he said.

The GNLF chief said that const-
itutional recognition for the
DGHC and handing over some mo-
re departments to it by the state
government were urgently neces-
sary. “It is reprehensible that 16
years have passed and constitu-
tional recognition has not been ac-
corded to the council, despite the
fact that the attention of the Cen-
tre and the Election Commission
has been repeatedly drawn to it. ...
I have come to finalise the Memo-
randum of Settlement with regard
to the constitutional status of the
DGHC during talks with the chief
minister,” he said.

He was of the view that the
Memorandum of - Settlement

mte

y*”

should have been “cl
earlier talks with the government.

Ghisingh said he was happy
with the oufcome of the last trip-
artite talks in Delhi, but clarified

-that many issues that he had

raised had remained
unresolved  which
had to be taken up in
the next round of dis-
cussions.

Referring to the re-
cent financial grant
by the Centre to the
Council, Ghisingh sa-
id: “What we require
is more power -—
more financial power
for the Hill Council,
as also the finalisa-
tion of the Memoran-
dum of Settlement
for the DGHC.” “The
Counci] was formed
in arrangement with
the state and the Cen-
tre, but its constitu-
tional status is not yet
clear,” he said.

He claimed he had
been cooperating wi-
th the state and the
Centre and hoped the
aspirations of the
hill people would be

fulfilled. /
v
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No polls till demands are

met Says

(\«* v
Pramod Giri
Siliguri, February 2
GNLF CHIEF Subash Ghis-

ingh has made it clear that
he will now allow DGHC
elections to be held till an-
other round of tripartite
meeting was held to thrash
out a number of con-
tentious issues. Ghisingh
was speaking to reporters at
Bagdogra airport on his
way to Darjeeling after at-
tending a round of meeting
with the Centre.
Expressing satisfaction
with the talks in Delhi,
Ghisingh indicated that the
next rounds of parleys
could be held sometime in
April, much after the pro-
posed DGHC polls in
March. The Hill Council
chief said that many of the
issues that he had raised in
Delhi were unresolved and
would be taken up during
the next round of talks.
Ghisingh said that he
would also send a list of his
demands to the West Bengal
chief minister, Buddhadeb

Bhattacharya.

GNLF insiders say that
his demands include consti-
tutional recognition of the
DGHC and handing over
some more departments to
the council. Ghisingh, it is
believed, would also ask for
powers to directly handle
central funds. Now, all
funds from the Centre are
routed through the state
government.

There is yet another de-
mand that Ghisingh is like-
ly to put forward before the
Centre and the state govern-
ment: inclusion of Mal-
bazar and Mateli in Darjeel-
ing parliamentary con-
stituency and exclusion of
Islampur and Chopra bor-
dering Bihar.

Dismissing the hill oppo-
sition’s demand that the
DGHC poll process must be
completed by March 26,
Ghisingh said the GNLF
would oppose any such
move. And he wanted the
state chief minister to par-
ticipate in the next round of
tripartite meet in Delhi.

defiant Ghisingh

9 - Yarp et PR

HIS

= Constitutional
recognition of the Hill
Council

= Central funds should
come directly to the
council and not routed
through the state
goverament

= DGHC should have
control over more
departments

W Darjeeling partiamen-
tary constituency
should be
reconstituted to include
Malbazar and Mateli
areas of Dooars.
Islampur should be
excluded

M No polis till all the
demands are met.
And the CM should
attend the next
tripartite meeting

Opposition ridicules GNLF plea

Chief minister Buddadeb Bhattacharjee: Will he oblige the GNLF president?

HT Correspondent
Darjeeling, February 2

THE PDF and the CPI(M) today sent
a joint memorandum to the chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
demanding that DGHC elections be
held on time so that the new board
can be formed by March 26 as per the
DGHC Act.

“Election is the most important
exercise in any democratic set-up. In
order to reinstate democracy in the
hills, elections will have to be held as
per schedule. Then only will public
faith prevail on the state govern-
ment,” said Asok Bhattacharya, sen-
ior CPI(M) leader and state minister.
The memorandum also demanded
that security forces perform their
duty impartially in order to ensure
free and fair polls.

The opposition has time and
again claimed that GNLF cadres
have unleashed a reign of terror.
“The strong arm tactics of the GNLF
has already been enforced to strike
fear among opposition supporters.
However, this time we will not be
cowed down,” said S.P. Lepcha, for-
mer CPI(M) MP from the hills.

Opposition leaders have also al-

leged that the GNLF has always re-
sorted to large-scale booth capturing
and violence during polls. “This time
the state government should ensure
that no such thing takes place,” a
prominent PDF leader told HT.

Political observers say that today’s
meeting between the PDF and the
CPI(M) have sought to remove any
problems that may have existed be-
tween the two opposition parties and
have virtually sealed the alliance that
is going to take on the GNLEF. “Every-
thing is moving in the right direction.
All the constituent parties of the PDF
including the CPI(M) are happy with
the way things are moving,” said
Madan Tamang, the PDF chief.

A coordination committee has

"also been formed to thrash out the

contentious seat-sharing issue.
Madan Tamang said after the meet-
ing that the opposition candidates
would be announced as soon as the
state government formally declares
the dates for the DGHC polls.

Most opposition leaders say that
Ghisingh’s ploy to defer the polls will
not work as the tenure of the Hill Co-
uncil has already expired and neither
the Centre nor the state government
is bound by his recommendation. /



KLO militant arrested

HT Correspondent 4 ( 184 g /2" L
Siliguri, February 1

JALPAIGURI POLICE arrested Pratap Dut-
ta, 25, alias Tapas Roy, believed to be a
trained KLO man who had managed to es-
cape Operation Flush Out in the jungles of
Bhutan in December 2003. Jalpaiguri Su-
perintendent of Police Rahul Srivastav
said Pratap was arrested Tuesday after-
noon fromr-Jaburapara on the outskirts of
Jalpaiguri town.

Srivastav said Pratap, who had managed
to get away just before the Royal Bhutan
Army started its operation against Indian
militants camping in the dense Bhutanese
foothills, had recently come back home
from Rajasthan.

Sources said just before the Bhutan op-

9/1 ( Al {'(‘6\/“

eration began Pratap had been sent to an
. Ulfa camp for making arrangements for the
KLO Raising Day on December 28. The
army crackdown forced them to flee to
Dhubri, where an encounter with CRPF
forces separated Pratap from the Ulfa lead-
ers. Then he headed for Rajasthan.

He had returned recently and was ar-
rested on Tuesday. He has been remanded
in police custody for ten days.

The police claim that Pratap has already
revealed the name of the man instrumental
in establishing links with various militant
outfits. Srivastav said when Pratap was in
Dhubri, there were about 30 militants, in-
cluding an Ulfa major and 709 camp com-
mander Lalit Burman. The police say Prat-
ap had taken with him an AK-47 rifle to
Dhubri which he managed to hide there.
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More powers
to DGHC, A
but no word \)
/
on electfons
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New Delhi, January 28

THE WEST Bengal government
has agreed to consider routing
funds for municipalities in Dar-
jeeling and surrounding areas
through the Darjeeling Gorkha
Autonomous  Hill  Council
(DGAHC). This was decided at a
tripartite meeting on Friday.

Union home secretary Dhiren-
dra Singh, who chaired the meet-
ing among his ministry, the West
Bengal government (represent-
ed by its chief secretary)and the
DGAHC chairman, Subhash
Ghisingh, said that the council
would be given “additional pow-
ers” for developmental work and
promoting tourism.

However, there were no indi-
cations from the home ministry
on if there had been any discus-
sion on whether the DGAHC
elections - they’ve already been
deferred twice - would take
place on March 25. Ministry offi-
cials were also tight-lipped on
whether the council had con-
sented to dropping the word “Au-
tonomous” from its label.

The West Bengal government
is reported to have agreed to a
CBI probe into the murder of
three Gorkha National Libera-
tion Front (GNLF) councillors
and also into an attack on Ghis-
ingh himseif. Speaking to re-
porters after the meeting, the
DGAHC chief expressed the
hope that the “investigations
will start early”.

»» INBOX
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GNLF CHIEF Subash Ghisingh left
for New Delhi today, leading a par-
ty delegation to take part in tripar-
tite talks scheduled tomorrow to
review the status of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC). Al-
though the cloud of uncertainty in
the Darjeeling hills cleared tem-
porarily after the state government
agreed to hand over the investiga-
tion into three political murders to
the CBI and agreed to a tripartite
meeting in Delhi, the future of hill
politics now depends on the out-
come of the Delhi meeting, which
is also likely to be attended by West
Bengal chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee.

The meeting, convened at Ghis-
ingh’s insistence after a gap of four
years, is likely to decide the fate of
the 4th DGAHC election, the for-
malities of which must be complet-
ed by March 26.

Subash Ghisingh, who survived
an assassination attempt on his life
on February 10, 2001 while return-
ing from the first tripartite meet-
ing in Delhi, had threatened to stall
the ensuing poll, if two of his ma-
jor demands — a second tripartite
meeting and the handing over of
political murder cases in the hills
to the CBI — were not met.

Though little is known about the
meeting’s agenda yet, sources in
the GNLF said Ghisingh was ex-
pected to raise the issues of more
power and funds to the DGHC. He
would also bring up the alleged op-
eration of international spy rings
in the Darjeeling hills and the per-
ceived security threat to the elect-
ed DGAHC councillors.

The outcome would largely de-
pend on the Centre’s attitude. Some
central leaders including defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee have
already made it clear that the
DGAHC election should be held on
time.

Political observers feel the state

C talks in Delhi toda

'

NEELAM GHIMEERAY/HT

Ghisingh at Pantal village near the Dagapur Tea Estate before leaving for the tripartite talks in Dethi,

government, in a bid to buy peace
in the hills, succumbed to Ghis-
ingh’s demands without taking
stock of the
ground reality.
They say the state
government has
chosen to ignore
the allegation
made by the dis-
trict CPI(M) that
the DGHC run by
the GNLF hadn’t
functioned democratically and no
accounts had been submitted for
the utilisation of the funds sanc-
tioned, they say.

The opposition camps, mainly
the constituents of the People’s De-
mocratic Front (PDF), have wel-
comed talks but are sceptical about

their outcome.

“This would have been an excel-
lent opportunity to bargain for a
constitutional
guarantee for the
DGHC and to up-
grade it from a
product of a mere
political agree-
ment. Ghising has
been harping on
the upgrading and
political guarantee
but he has not been specific on
what he will demand,” said D.S.

Bomzan, a senior leader of the
Communist Party of Revolution-
ary Marxists (CPRM). Recently, the
CPRM central committee decided
that both objectives could be
achieved by demanding regional

autonomy. He said that even the
CPI(M)-led state government had
earlier supported such a demand
and recalled that in 1985, Ananda
Pathak, the CPI(M) MP from Dar-
jeeling had placed a Bill in Parlia-
ment, demanding such status for
the Darjeeling district and the con-
tiguous areas of Jalpaiguri dis-
trict, where Nepalis and adivasis
were in a majority. “This Bill had
the support and sanction of the
West Bengal Assembly. So the state
government cannot oppose it,”
Bomzan said.

Bomzan added that Ghising
should also press his demand for
the increase in the number of As-
sembly seats from three to nine as
well as the lone parliamentary seat
in the DGHC area.
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- B uying peace may be the best option i

some situations. Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee has done the right thing by prefer-
ring peace to a confrontation with Mr Subash
Ghisingh. At stake is the announcement of a date
for the elections to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council. Mr Ghisingh, the council’s chairman,
wants certain issues to be discussed before the
West Bengal government announces the date. His
opposition, which includes the chief minister’s
own party, the Communist Party of India (Mar-
xist), wants the government to ignore Mr Ghi-
singh’s plea and announce the schedule. The par-
ties obviously have their own election agenda. But
Mr Bhattacharjee has to act, not like a partisan,
but like the head of a responsible government. He
cannot afford to unnecessarily upset Mr Ghisingh
and thereby push Darjeeling to the brink of the
kind of violence that erupted there during the ag-
itation for a separate Gorkhaland. If peace fails in
the Darjeeling hills, the elections there will be not
only violent but also futile. It may not be abad idea
for the government, therefore, to bend over back-
wards in the interest of peace and public security.
Moreover, both the state government and the
Centre need to know what Mr Ghisingh has to say
about the functioning of the council. He has been
running it ever since the council was born of the
peace accord that ended the Gorkhaland stir in
1988. It is anew institution and has therefore faced
many teething troubles. The division of powers
between the council and the state government has
left many grey areas and caused occasional rifts
between the two. It is thus a valid idea to have a
fresh look at the council’s provisions. Mr Ghis-
ingh is also the best person to talk of the council’s
problems. It is possible that some of the conten-
tious issues could be resolved at the meeting that
the Union home minister, Mr Shivraj Patil, plans
to hold with Mr Bhattacharjee and Mr Ghisingh
in New Delhi. It could, at least, create a favourable
climate for the elections. But Mr Ghisingh too has
to work towards that. He must assure the govern-
ment and the people of Darjeeling that he has no
intention of returning to the violent days of the
mid-Eighties. He has an obligation to strengthen
the democracy in Darjeeling. His opponents ac-
cuse him of holding peace to ransom in order to
perpetuate his rule. The elections are his ¢hance
to prove his critics wrong. //
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/'STOP GHISINGH! 4’
~And enforce the cggr}&?\corgt\iwocess i

RE is a phenome alled Lalu Prasad, now
spreading his tentacles beyond Bihar. There is ano- !
ther, Subash Ghisingh, confined to Darjeeling, who
makes as much noise when in trouble. The latest provo- '
cation for his outburst is the long overdue election to the
Hill Council. Ghisingh is straining every nerve to ensure ,
the poll scheduled for March is postponed. He still has no
rivals, but there exists a suspicion that this time it may
not be smooth sailing. There is evidence of disaffection in
his ranks which may cause a few upsets. He has gone into
self-imposed confinement after an assassination attempt |
in 2001, put down to the handiwork of elements in his
own party. It has been encugh to keep him away from Hill
Council activities. He needs time to get back into
business; which is why he pushes for an indefinite
postponement of electicns, even threatening a five-day
bandh should Centre and State not relent.

Ghisingh holds that the poll cannot be held till the
tripartite agreement on the Hill Council signed in 1988 is
“reviewed”. To press the point, he explains with bizarre
logic that Delhi has “condemned” it after five years, and
suggests that the Hill Council has outlived its utility.
More surprising is the apparent willingness of both
Centre and Left Front to accept anything, to avoid
bloodshed. To be sure, both need Ghisingh at election
time. For which reason Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee strikes
a tone of sweet reasonableness about Ghisingh, speaking
harshly only about Kamtapuris and other extremists.
What the Centre doesn’t ask is, what is there to “review”
while the Hill Council is a wholly autonomous body. The
only possible review could be utilisation of crores of
development funds consumed by the Hill Council but
which has left no visible improvement, in drinking water,
power supply and improvement of roads. Both Delhi and
Writers’ Buildings may feel that there is no alternative to
Ghisingh in Darjeeling. What remains is the democratic
process of holding elections every five years — whether or
not any strongarm gangster approves. P yd



'CM yields to Ghisingh pressure

Pramod Giri
Sukna, January 21

THE STATE government
has again buckled under
pressure, conceding many
of the demands raised by
GNLF president Subash
Ghisingh even though the
CPI(M) and other opposi-
tion parties have ridiculed
his insistence on a tripar-
tite meeting in Delhi and
CBI investigation into the
murder of three DGAHC
councillors as precondi-

tions for elections to the °

Darjeeling hill council.
However, the latest deci-
sion of the state govern-
ment, which, political ob-
servers felt, was aimed at
appeasing Ghisingh, has
cleared the clouds of polit-
ical uncertainty that had
-been created by the GNLF
chief’s boycott threat.
After a 35-minute, one-to-
one meeting between Bhat-
tacharjee and Ghisingh
here today, the state gov-
ernment agreed to hand
over the cases of political
murders to the CBI and
fixed the date for the tri-
partite meeting in Delhi.
At the end of the talks,
held at the Sukna Forest
Guest House near Siliguri,
Bhattacharjee said, “We
have agreed on Ghisingh’s
demands and we are equal-
ly concerned about the is-
sues of law and order in
the hills raised by him.”
Addressing a joint press
conference, Bhattacharjee
said the cases of political
murders in hills and the as-
sassination attempt on Ghi-
singh himself would be
handed over to the CBI. The
GNLF chief had threatened

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and Subash Ghisingh after the meeting at Sukna on Friday.

to stall the 4th DGAHC elec-
tion if these were not met.
DGAHC councillors Rudra
Pradhan was murdered on
March 28 1999, C.K. Prad-
han on October 3 2002, and
Prakash Theeng on May 13,
2003, and an attempt on
Ghisingh’s life had been
made on February 11 2001.
The GNLF councillors were
killed in broad daylight.
The opposition parties
in the hills had all along
maintained  that the

killings were a fall-out of

infighting within the rul-
ing GNLF.

Bhattacharjee said the
tripartite meeting in Delhi
would be held on January

28 and that the decision to
hold the council election
would be taken only after
that.

The CM also seemed: to
share Ghisingh’s fears of
international spy rings be-
ing active in the hills. Vir-
tually echoing Ghisingh’s

familiar statements, Bhat-

tacharjee said such agen-
cies were trying to desta-
bilise the entire region.

A visibly satisfied Ghis-

ingh said he was happy
with the outcome of to-
day’s meeting. But min-
utes before joining the CM
for discussions, Ghisingh
had said that the Delhi
talks could drag for
months as it had happened
before the signing of the
DGAHC Accord on August
22, 1988. He recalled the
GNLF had altogether held
48 meetings with the Cen-
tre and the state govern-
ment before the accord was
signed. He said the parleys
in Delhi might stretch till
October and hinted that
the chances of holding the
DGAHC election would de-

" pend on their outcome.

NEELAM GHIMEERAY/HT

B Hill Opp to review

poll ties with CPM

Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, January 21

A SENSE of uncertainty
descended on the Opposi-
tion camp soon after the
outcome of the Buddhadeb-
Ghisingh meeting became
known. “It clearly shows th-
at the state government has
bowed before the GNLF su-
premo,” said Madan Tama-
ng, president of the All In-
dia Gorkha League (AIGL).
The AIGL has decided to
hold an emergency meeting
tomorrow. “We will have to
review and rethink our re-
lationship with the
CPI(M),” Tamang said. The
AIGL fears that the elec-
tions — if held at all — will
be far from free and fair
“We have to decide whether
we want to take part in un-
fair elections,” he added.
The Peoples’Democratic
Front will also be holding a
meeting in a day or two. In-
cidentally, the PDF had
roped in the CPI(M), along
with the AIGL, CPRM,
GNLF-C, for a “seat-shar-
ing alliance” for this
DGAHC elections so that
the opposition vote was not
divided. However, political
observers feel that this al-
liance might hit rough seas
after today’s developments.
“Chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharya can
meet DGAHC chairman
Subash Ghisingh, we have
no objections to it. But if

the two leaders, elected
through a democratic
process, have negotiated
not to hold elections then
this will be the most unfor-
tunate for the Hills and for
democracy,” said CPRM
leader D.S. Bomzan. The
CPRM will meet on Janu-
ary 24 to review the recent
political developments.
“The CPI(M) track record
shows that they were never
sincere about the Hills.
This time we had given
them a chance to prove
their sincerity. Only time
will tell whether they pass
the test,” Bomzan added.

Meanwhile Asok Bhat-
tacharjee, state minister of
urban development, stated
that the PDF’s relationship
with the CPI(M) would not
suffer. “We have not gone
back on our word. At no po-
int of time has the CM stat-
ed that elections will not be
held. The state government
will ensure the formation
of the new DGHC Board by
March 26, 2005,” reassured
Bhattacharjee.

Asked how elections cou-
1d be held at such short no-
tice — after the tripartite
meeting — with the Madhy-
amik and Higher Second-
ary examinations slated for
March and April, the min-
ister said: “We will work
out a schedule that will not
hamper the exams yet al-
low the formation of the
new board by March 26.”
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Ghlsmghmm aspot,

" there is a CBI probe into the

Amitava Banerjee Q{\
Darjeeling, January 12 Q,Q/

GNLF CHIEF Subash Ghis-
ingh has fallen into his own
trap, feel Opposition camps
in the Darjeeling Hills.
“With the Hill Affairs De-
partment of the State Gov-
ernment sending an order
to DGHC’s chief principal
secretary and the district
administration with the
DGHC election dates, Ghis-
ingh is in a tight spot. He is
cornered over his state-
ment saying that he does
not want the DGHC elec-
tion. He has no other option
but to call a boycott,” said
Madan Tamang, president,
All India Gorkha League
(AIGL). “A boycott call
would provide an advan-
tage to the Opposition.
What will Ghisingh do
now? He has made a public
proclamation that unless

murders of the 3 council-
lors and into the assassina-
tion bid on him, he would
not allow elections. There
is no CBI probe and the
elections will be held on
February 8. Going back on
his word and contesting
elections will make him
lose his credibility as a
politician,” added Tamang.

D.K. Pradhan of the
GNLF-C was more vocal.
“Elections are the main
essence of a democracy.
Who is Ghisingh to say that
he would not allow elec-
tions?” he said.

Though the CPRM also
said that a poll boycott by
Ghisingh would be the Op-
position’s advantage, they
expressed fears that such a
call by the GNLF would dis-
rupt normalcy. “It is, howev-
er, the duty of the state gov-
ernment to ensure free, fair

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

-

and peaceful electmns
Much depends on them. We
assure them full coopera-
tion if they are sincere in
this task,” said CPRM gen-
eral secretary R.B. Ral.

Incidentally, the CPRM
today held a central secre-
tariat meeting to review the
political scenario in the
Hills, post Ghisingh'’s public
meet.

“We had said more than
once that we would extend
all support to anyone pursu-
ing the Gorkhaland de-
mand, but we will not sup-
port Ghisingh’s demand, as
he has already forfeited his
credibility,” said D.S.
Bomzan.

To win his support, Ghis-
ingh would have to first
send a letter to the state and
the Centre stating that he
was no longer a party to the
tripartite DGHC Accord and
then relinquish his chair,

over polls

said BomzLaL “Just remov-
ing the red beacon from his
white government car will
not fool us anymore,” he
added.

Even the Opposition plat-
form — People’s Democratic
Front — along with the
CPI(M), has started to gear
up for the forthcoming
DGHC elections. Sawan Rai
of the PDF said that the
seat-sharing ratios between
the CPRM, AIGL, GNLF-C
and the CPI(M) would be an-
nounced on January 14.

While much activity was
noticeable in the Opposition
camps, the GNLF is main-
taining a relatively low
keynote after Ghisingh’s
public meeting. Deepak Gu-
rung, GNLF Darjeeling
Branch Committee presi-
dent, said: “We will only de-
cide our stand at a Central
Committee meeting on Jan-

uary 16.”
o
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3@11{9 il polls,

says Ghisingh

_ Statesman News Service

DARIEELING, Jan. 10
~— If Sai Baba foretold the
“imminent death” of the
Darjeeling Autonomous
Gorkha Hill Council on
the eve of 1999 council
elections, this time the
“International Spying
Agencies, more dangerous
than the ISI” are out to
destabilise the whole
Himalayan belt.

Therefore, GNLF leader
and the purveyor of such
esoteric visions, Mr Subash
Ghisingh, wants the coun-
cil elections to be kept on
hold this time. The state
government is reportedly
planning to hold them
around 18 February.

Addressing a massive
public meeting after a long
hiatus today, the GNLF
leader attributed the mur-
ders of three councillors
and the attempt on his life
on 10 February 2001 to
international spying agen-
cies. “Until these four cases
are handed over to the CBI
and the masterminds
arrested, we will not allow
the council elections to go
ahead,” Mr Ghisingh said.

The murdered council-
lors being referred to are:
Rudra Kumar Pradhan,
CK Pradhan and Prakash
Theeng. Ironically, the
Opposition has  always
accused Mr Ghisingh of
being behind the murders.

Having a penchant for
symbols, “North Bengal”
took an ominous shade of
meaning in Mr Ghisingh's
speech today. Equating it
with the ISI, the GNLF
Jeader said: “North Bengal
is responsible for destab-
lising Nepal, North-east,
Bhutan and Sikkim.”

He indicated what te
meant by North Bengal,
when he said: “We do not
trust the CPI-M of North

!

|

Opp hits back

DARJEELING, Jan. 10. — Mr
Subash Ghisingh’s statemen-
ts today drew sharp reactions
from the Opposition.

State urban development
minister, Mr Asok Bhattach-
arya, said: “ | refuse to com~
ment on such a preposterous
claim.” But he was not
forgiving over the GNLF
president’s allegation that the
CPI-M in the region was also
involved in the murder of
three GNLF councillors and
the attempt on his life. “Mr
Ghisingh has a good know-
ledge about who were behind
the murder of the three cou-
nciflors. If he cooperates with
the investigation, the truth
will all be out,” said Mr
Bhattacharya. About Mr
Ghisingh’s threat 1o not allow
DGAHC elections, the
minister observed: “it is no
surprise, the GNLF functions
by threatening and scaring
people. The GNLF does not
believe in transparency.”

— SNS§

Bengal, which is different
from (that of) South
Bengal. The North Bengal
CPI-M is hand-in-glove
with ISL. During the par-
liamentary elections, if Mr
Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, or finance minis-
ter, Dr Asim Dasgupta,
had stood from Darj-
eeling, we would have lent
our support.

The GNLF is to hold the
meeting of its central com-
mittee on 16 January, after
which the party is sup-
posed to unveil its plan of
action.

“We might go for a 72-
hour or 108-hour protest,”
he said.

/
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UPA sets up three-man

ot
e\l
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. The United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) to-
day announced the formation
of a three-member group under
the Defence Minister, Pranab
Mukherjee, to suggest suitable
follow-up action on the de-
mand for creation of separate
Telangana State, being insisted
by its ally, the Telangana Rash-
tra Samiti.

Besides Mr. Mukherjee, the
group would comprise the Rural
Development Minister, Raghu-
vansh Prasad Singh of the Rash-
triya Janata Dal, and the
Communication and Informa-
tion Technology Minister,
Dayanidhi Maran of the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK).

The group has been asked to
submit its report in eight weeks
to Ms. Gandhi, who is also
Chairperson of the UPA.

The terms of reference indi-
cates that the group will suggest
steps to address the promise
made in the National Common

) panel on Tﬁ%

Minimum Programme that the
demand would be considered at
an appropriate time after due
consultations and consensus,
Congress leaders said.

CPI(M) sounded

Earlier, the UPA had sounded
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) to nominate a mem-
ber to the group but it was turn-
,ed down on the ground that the
party s opposition to the cre-
ation of smaller States was
known.

There is considerable pull
and counter-pull over the cre-
ation of Telangana between the
Andhra Pradesh Congress lead-
ers and their TRS counterparts.

The TRS chief and Union La-
bour Minister, K. Chandrasekh-
ara Rao, had during November
last year threatened to stay out
of the UPA Coordination Com-
mittee meeting unless a cate-
gorical view was taken on it.

The UPA then announced
that a small group would be set

ngana .
s P,

up to go into the issue of sep-
arate Telangana.

TRS welcomes move

Our Hyderabad Staff Report-
er writes: The Telangana Rash-
tra Samiti, meanwhile, said that
the constitution of the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) sub-
committee to look into the de-
mand for Statehood to Telanga-
na was a ‘milestone’ in
achieving its goal.

The TRS chief coordinator, K.
Yadagiri Reddy, reacting to the
decision of the UPA chairper-
son, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, to con-
stitute the three-member panel,
told The Hindu that the party
welcomed the development
which it described as a result of
relentless efforts of its leader, K
Chandrasekhar Rao.

The party thanked Ms. Gand-
hi and the Prime Minister, Man-
mohan Singh, for taking steps to
implement the national Com-
mon Minimum Programme in
the context of formation of Te-
langana State. -
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