Massive vote fraud

Civic poll reduced to a farce § & H %

t did not need experts to predict that the CPI-M would

sweep last Sunday's polls for the 79 municipalities in
West Bengal, 1t was known that the Opposition would be
routed because of sharp divisions and disunity within its
ranks. Bul the Opposition’s failure to come together made
rigging casicr. Then there was the threat held out by
Buddhadcb Bhattacharjee that his party, would “most cer-
tainly capture” Kolkata and other municipalities in the
coming poll - a signal to party cadres to continue their
rigging spree and to police-and administration fo repeat
their inactive performance on polling day. Prospect of los-
ing power in a free and fair election had the cadres rig-
ging polls in unit after unit by driving out opposition
agents, by beating presiding otticers and threatening vot-
ers o stay indoors. TAS, IPS and WBCS officers and magis-
trafes colluded with Marxists and looked the other way.
Mcdia persons had cameras smashed for not rollowing,
dictates handed out. Things were made worse by the state
clection commission, which this time allowed new rigging
techniques. For instance the husband of a Marxist candi-
date was sclected as an observer for the elfctions in
Ishapore. Y

The result is that of the nine municipalities in the
Barrackpore belt the Marxists bagged all the seats in
five, There was almost a clean sweep in the rest) This was
replicated clsewhere. It was noe different in Congress and
Trinamul strongholds. thoueh much rewer in number,
where viecing stvles were tollowed, like Ranaghat,
Nabadwip and Contar. There was no protest from
Marxists. Thetr own dubious record and guilt complex
seonis o huve been responsible. Last Sunday’s poll appears
fo frve oo vraied s cdadress cchicarsal for the 1Y June,
Kolkata and Sali Lake clections.

Failure to torm a united front by the Opposition has
beent responsible ror the disaster sutfered. For instance
Trivcimul Tost over 30 seais which quarantees inability to
torm boards 1 places where it had beld power. The ques-
fron now 1s whether Mamata Banerjee can give up the
obstinate anti-mahajot stance and agree to a post poll
mahajot in about a dozen municipalities where board for-
mations are possible. But given her short sighted political
agenda and duplicity of many Congress and other
Oppuosition teaders, the prospect seems remote. She and
the rest of the Opposition seem ever determined to han-
dover Kolkata and Salt Lake civie bodics to the Marxists on
a platter on 19 June poll. /
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IF YOU SPOT
TERMITES,
DIAL: 23573344

Get the new new age

TERMIN-E termite treatment.

it's odourless and long lasting.
What's more, it kills those
white beasts.

Pest Management Service

SRONMERSY  RONSMELLY « BASTY ERRECTIVE
CALL CENTRE TIMINGS: 9AM TO 7PM

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, May 25. —
The Left Front’s winning
streak continued in the
elections to 79 municipal-

" ities improving its previ-

ous tally from 41 to 48
and dealing further blows
to the Opposition.

The Trinamul Congress,
which was decimated in
the last Lok Sabha poll,
slid further in its status as
the main Opposition and

the Congress marginaily
went ahead of the Trina-
mul.

The Marxists and their
allies were clear winners
in 48 seats. The Congress
could resist the LF on-
slaught capturing 11
boards, including Kharag-
pur, Bishnupur, Katwa,
Jaynagar and Bolpur. The
Trinamul’s  consolation
was its ability to retain
Contai and Nabadwip,
whereas it had washouts at
North Dum Dum, Asho-

kenagar, Baranagar, Bara-
sat, Dinhata and Bolpur.

‘Ramjibanpur in West
Midnapore set an example
for the advocates of the
Opposition grand alliance
comprising the Trinamul,
Congress and the BJP. The
three not only accounted
for six of the 11 seats
there, but also went ahead
of the CPI-M which had
captured the board for the
last five terms.

On the other hand, the
CPI-M tasted its sweetest

POLL TALLY

Municipalities  — 79
LF - 48
Congress - "
Rebel Cong -

Trinamul -

GNLF - 1
Hung/Tie - 15
victory in Old Malda

where it won seven seats
against its previous tally
of nil. The Congress failed
to open its account where-
as it had bagged 11 seats

in the last poll.

The Trinamul Congress
leadership went into a
huddle after the drubbing
which doesn’t augur well
for the party for the elec-
tions to the all-important
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration elections.

It offered the usual ex-
cuse that the party was no
match for the CPI-M’s rig-
ging and muscle power,
though it won’t wash this
time around.

Clearly, the internecine

}
;
L

LF juggernaut rolis on

conflict in the Trinamul
contributed to its further
erosion of support base.

The Congress had to
pay the price of bitter in-
ternal feud in' Murshida-
bad where the LF wrested
two boards from the Con-
gress increasing its tally to
four.

The Congress suffered
in this district because of
the strife between the par-
ty strongman and MP Mr
Adhir Chowdhury and the.
CLP leader in the Assem-

bly, Mr Atish Sinha. To
prove he is the real boss of

. the district, Mr Chowdhu-

ry fielded Independent
candidates against the par-
ty’s official nominees.

He managed to ensure
that the Independents cap-
ture two boards, but in the
process the party lost two
to the LE.

The GNLF won the
Mirik board proving once
again that Mr Subash Ghi-
singh continues to be un-
assailable in the hills.

Parganas Grand victory,

&
v

Keep watching

JOST of us relax watching
The Terminator or Where
Zagles Dare on DVD, But
which DVD player should
nne pick up? Says Ashok
Gupta, proprietor of
symphony (New Market),
“Sony, Samsung, Philips,
Eurostar and LG are a few
popular brands. Primarily
there are two types of
players — 2.1 channel
(normally comes with two
speakers and costs between
Rs 2,400 and Rs 3,900) and
5.1 channel (Rs 3,900 to Rs
6,900). DVD players for
professionals can cost up to
Rs 40,000.” v
Traditional DVD players
display interlaced images
that flicker and have visible
line structure. So pick up
players with progressive
scan which display high
quality pictures by
eliminating scan lines and

jagged edges. Make sure the
DVD player has audio/video
output ports. This enables
one to add speakers and
gather video using com-
puter. As for maintenance,
““One must protect the lens
“rom dust and excessive

ieat. After every 100 hours
of usage clean the lens
twice. The age-old preblem
of voltage fluctuation does
not pose a problem any-
more, for players come with
digital chip transformer
units,” adds Ashok.

Hire and fire,
benignly

KOLKATA, May 25. -
The state’s stand on pro-
viding contractual employ-
ment in health and educa-
tion, debated at a 55-mi-
nute Cabinet meeting to-
day, is likely to be some-
thing like “hire and fire —
though not entirely heart-
lessly.” Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee was said to
have opposed using the ex-
pression, hire and fire, be-
cause it sounded like “cor-
porate jargon” but several
ministers ~ were  less
squeamish.

Some of them reportedly
said that, if security in
government hospitals was
to be outsourced, it would
be good if only the better
agencies were retained.

The chief minister re-
portedly asked Dr Sutjya
Kanta Misra, the health
minister, to find out if pri-
vate hospitals and nursing
homes could recruit 50 per
cent of their nurses from
among those trained in
government institutions.

— SNS

CPI-M sweeprth 2-

Jubilant CPI-M supporters take out a victory rally in Barasat on Wednesday. — The Statesman

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, May 25. —
The CPI-M activists were
jubilant soon after the
news of the victory of their
party leaders started pour-
ing in from different quar-
ters of North and South
24-Parganas districts since
late this morning. Jubilant
CPI-M cadres, armed with
party flags, spilled outside
Barasat Government
School ‘where counting
was going on. Some of
them wrapped party flags
around their bodies and
danced to the tune of pop-
ular Hindi songs.

They celebrated victory
of their party by bursting
of crackers and playing
with red abir. There was a
big applause when Mr
Pradip Chakroborty, chair-
man of Barasat
Municipality, came out
from the counting centre

NORTH 24-PARGANAS
Municipality Noof Congress TMC/BJP Left Others
Wards Front
Kanchrapara 24 24
Halisahar 23 1. 22 1
Naihati 28 / 28
Bhatpara ° 35 4 28
Garulia 21 ] 3 12
North
Barrackpore 22 2 5 15
Barrackpore 24 24
Titagarh 23 3 18 2
Khardah 21 4 1 16 1
Kamarhati 35 35
Baranagar 33 1 3 29
North Dum Dum 30 1 28
Bongaon 21 5 7 9
Gobardanga 17 1 4 12
Barasat 30 2 4 22 2
Baduria . 17 7 2 8
Basirhat 22 5 4 " 2
Taki 16 1 4 10 1
New
Barrackpore 19 4 2 13
Ashokenagar-
Kalyangarh 22 2 5 14 1

lors who won the elcction
battle joined them.

The Left Front was vic-
torious in almost every

showing a V-sign. They
took out a procession in
Barasat with the chairman.
Later other party council-

SOUTH 24-PARGANAS

Municipality No of Congress
Wards

Budge-Budge 20 3

Baruipur 17

Jaynagar-

Mazilpur 14 7 \

civic body in North 24-
Parganas by a large mar-
gin this year. The Left
Front seems set this year
to form civic boards in
Basirhat and Bongaon
replacing the Congress.
Even they have got the
majority in Garulia.

Mr Pradip Chakroborty,
CPI-M leader and chair-
man of Barasat Munic-
ipality, said:“ The mandate
reflects Left Front’s achi-
evement to do develop-
ment work for the state.”

Mr Chakroborty, how-
ever, declined comment as
to the stance of the party to
form board with support
of the Congress i

Setback for anti-Left camp In Howrah,

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, May 25. —
The CPI-M-led Left
Front recorded landslide
victories in Bally, How-
rah and Hooghly. The
Opposition was wiped
out in Bally, Arambagh
and Tarakeswar.

The Congress, howev-
er, won in Serampore.
Bhadreswar yielded a
tie, with the Left Front
and the Opposition win-
ning 10 seats-each.

In the last municipal
polls, the Congress and
the Trinamul Congress
set up the boards in
Bansberia, Rishra, Chin-
surah, Konnagar and

- HOOGHLY

Municipality No of Congress Trinamul Left Front Others
Wards

Hooghly-

Chinsurah 30 }\ 3 g 18

Bansberia 22 B 1 15

Sreerampore 25 14 4 6 1

Baidyabati 22 6 4 12

Champdany 22 1 5 8 8

Bhadreswar 20 5 5 10 1

Rishra 23 9 1 13

Konnagar 19 5 2 12

Arambagh 18 18

Tarakeswar 15 15

Chandernagar

Municipal

Corporation © 33 10 20 3

Baidyabati. boards owing to its in-

fighting. -
In the last municipal
polls, the Bharatiya Ja-

The Congress couldn’t
retain the Chinsurah,
Bansberia and Rishra

- CPI-M,

nata Party grabbed a few
seats.

But, this time around,
the BJP couldn’t open its
account.

The Trinamul, too, has
had its base eroded. The
Congress and the Trina-
mul did better where
they united against the
even if infor-
mally.

In Chandannagar, the
Trinamul retained all its
10 seats but the Con-
gress won none.

A number of Inde-
pendent candidates won,
particularly in Rishra
and Champdani. Five
among six of Rishra’s
successful Independents

Trinamul Left BJP Others
Front -
1

8 -8
2 4

Bongaon and with the help
of the Independent candi-
date in Basirhat.

In South 24-Parganas,
the scene was quite differ-
ent as the Left Front suf-
fered an initial set back in
Joynagar Majilpur and
Baruipur  Municipality.
The CPI-M activists who
assembled outside the
counting centre had to
leave the place in despair.

In Baruipur, they won
by a difference of one seat
while they lost the battle in
Joynagar Majilpur seat as
Congress, in alliance with
one TMC candidate,
seems to form the civic
board.

Hooghly

HOWRAH

Municipality Noof  Left
Wards Front

Bally 29 29

are said to be supported
by the Left Front.
Champdani’s Independ-
ents are non-aligned.

The Congress leader,
Mr Tapan Dasgupta, at-
tributed the anti-Left
camp’s defeat to Miss
Mamata Banerjee’s lack
of foresight.

“We wanted an alli-
ance and the results have
shown that the Trinamul
is going to be
wiped out,” Mr
Dasgupta said.

Statesman News: Servxce
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T ———
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KOLKATA, May 25. — Opposition parties today suf-
fered a setback in the state’s southern and western re-
gions with the Left Front clinching an absolute major-
ity in 48 municipalities out of a total of 79 that had

gone to the polls on Sunday.

The Gorkha National Liberation Front, as expected,

got control of Mirik.
“It’s a grand victory...

as expected. The results prove

that the urban middle-class trusts us. We congratulate
the voters,” the CPI-M state secretary, Mr Anil Biswas,
said at Alimuddin Street this evening while waiting for
the results from Bhadreswar -— the only municipality
where counting of ballots got delayed.

Dismissing the Opposition’s allegation that the Left
Front in the industrial belt in North 24 Parganas had
pre-empted free and fair elections, Mr Biswas said :
“They always say such things. The more they say these
things, the farther they will get from the electorate”.

Though it was evident that the Congress was gradu-
ally replacing the Trmamul as the main Opposition

“I can’t say ¢ 'mythmg unless { 2o tnrouch the block-
wise breakdown of the results”.

And, referring to Tamluk, Beldanga, Bashirhat, Pu-
rulia, Ramjibanpur and Baduria, where the resuits
pointed at a tie, Mr Biswas said: “There are some In-
dependents who may support us to form the boards.
But we will not force them to do so. Nor will our par-
ty take the help of the Trinamul, Congress or the BJP.
We don’t indulge in horse-trading”.

“Similarly, we will expect the Opposition not to
forge an alliance in any of the places where they did
not do so before the polls. In any case, their grand al-
liance is devoid of any ideology”, he added.

Nurses’ agitation stalls
work in hospital

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, May 25.—
Patients suffered as the
operatign theatres in RG
Kar ]&edical College
Hospital: were closed all
day today following a
boycott by nurses.

An acting sister-in-
charge wgs given two
show-causé notices for
insubordination and mis-
behaviour, the penal
action preceded by dis-
agreements over prepara-
tory arrangements for the
inauguration of the radio-
therapy department.

The nurses were angry
that the “victim” had
been let down by a
departmental head, who
denied having ordered
deceptively superficial
arrangements when high-
er officials sought expla-
nations from the acting
sister-in-charge.

Some relatives of
patients gheraoed
Professor Pradip Mitra,
vice-principal-cum-
superintendent.

The chain of events
started on 5 May when
Ms Momina Khatun was
told to arrange things in a
room in such a way as
would make it look like a
ward, where the inaugur-
al ceremony, in the pres-
ence of Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, could take
place the day after.

“T was told by the
departmental head to
place six beds and some

cupboards were to be
shifted to an adjacent
room, making it pass for
a storing facility. I did so.
After the inauguration,
the departmental head
and the principal
demanded to know why
I’d done so.

The departmental head
denied having wanted
things done like this and
the principal snatched
some keys from me,” said
Ms Khatun.

The authorities issued a
show-cause notice to her
on 13 May, accusing her
of insubordination and
misbehaviour, which was
replied to. Yesterday, she
was handed another
show-cause letter.

“It was then that we
decided on the boycott
and we want the authori-
ties to withdraw the sec-
ond letter and to stop
harassing the sister,” said
an agitating employee.

The nurses also said
that Ms Khatun had been
leading the workers’
protest for a long time
against the “heavy work-
load” in the hospital.
Operations were stalled
today and the authorities
directed the patients to
return the medical sup-

plies.
When violence was
threatened, the police

were called in.

The hospital authorities
were tightlipped. Prof
Mitra said that what had
happened was unfortu-
nate.

~

Relative Humidity: Max 87%; Min 68%
Refative humidity at 8.30 a.m.: 84%(+9)
and at 5.30 p.m.: 75% {+86); :
Rainfall: 0.1 mm

Partly cloudy sky with
possiblity of rain or
thundershower

/:Q Hooghly river tides at Garden Reach:
‘j? :j May26: High water 2.52 pm 5.73 mt @ May26: Low water 11.52pm 1.74 mt
& May27: High water 3.04 am 5.21 mt @ May26: Low water 11.17am 1.43 mt

g Moon rises today at 9.13 pm; sets )
tomorrow at 8.00 am Sun sets today at 6.15 pm; rises
Last quarter of moon30 May . tomorrow at 4.52 am

T T T R SN T L T T I T I LTI T " - =

} Yesterday's readings:
£ Max temp up to 5.30 p.m. was 35.3 {-1)
% Min temp up to 8.30 a.m. was 27.1 (0)
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It’s curtains for Me

Y,
HT Correspondent - -
Kolkata, May 23 A

THE CENTRALLY aided Rs
1,600-crore Megacity project for
Kolkata — which has already
been in existence for over a
decade — yet with many ongoing
development schemes that are
unfinished - will no longer see
the light of day.

With the state yet to receive a
due of over Rs 209.9 crore from
the Centre, the curtains have be-
en drawn. Instead of the Megac-
ity project now, the Centre has
decided to introduce the new Na-
tional Urban Renewal Mission

Pal ";1 H

! ‘(NURM) with a total prmect cost

of Rs 5,500 crore. This project
will cover several metro cities,
though the Centre has decided to
introduce some riders.

State urban development and
municipal affairs minister Asok
Bhattacharya, now in New Del-
hi to meet Union minister Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad, will demand the
state’s dues for the Megacity
project. Both the state and the
Centre have to shell out an equal
25 per cent share overall for the
project. About Rs 735 crore has
already been spent. Out of this,
the state’s share so far has been
Rs 328.72 crore, while Rs 291.64

crore has come from the Centre.
Out of its 25 per cent share, the
Centre needs to give Rs 37 crore
more as dues.

The remaining work on hand
would require another Rs 753
crore, out of which the Centre
would have to give Rs 203.9 crore.
This is, possibly, why Azad orde-
red the scrapping of the Megaci-
ty project. By the last count, the
Centre will give only Rs 31 crore
this financial year, which how-
ever, takes its total dues payable
to Rs 209 crore.Bhattacharya will
explain to Azad how such proj-
ects, which are now under way,
are likely to be affected.

gacity project

ON THE BACKBURNER

The Centre’s decision will stall
several schemes

® Garden Reach drinking water
scheme

m Serampore, Rajpur-Sonarpur and
Puddapukur (Howrah) drinking
water schemes

m Widening of the EM Bypass

m Construction of the Patipukur
underpass

m Solid waste management pro-
grammes at Salt Lake and Kasba
and in East Kolkata
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Poll no wrestling ring, Anil reminds rivals

Scraps .
rock

peace |

boat «*

OUR BUREAU

May 22: Minutes after the bal-
lot battle for control of 79 mun-
icipalities across Bengal drew
to a close this afternoon, state
CPM secretary Anil Biswas as-
ked the Opposition to take on
the party politically, not wrest-
le with it.

“Election is not a wrestling
ring. This is a political battle
and should be fought political-
1y” he said, holding Congress
workers responsible for viole-
nce in pockets.

Though the polling was
largely peaceful, Tarun Kotal,
a CPM activist, was killed in
Budge Budge, South 24-Parga-
nas and “untoward incidents”
were reported from several
other places.

Biswas’s sermon to the Op-
position was in response to all-
egations of the CPM unleashi-
ng terror, made by Pankaj Ba-
nerjee, the leader of Oppositi-
on in the Assembly and a key
Trinamul Congress functiona-
ry. Banerjee accused the CPM
of rigging the polls either by
booth-jamming or by intimid-
ating voters. “We have reports
that the cadre, with assistance
from policemen on duty, terro-
rised innocent voters. Let the
CPM withdraw policemen fr-
om election duty and confine
them to the barracks, we will
show how to tackle them (the
cadre),” he said.

Re-polling has been order-
ed in eight booths in North 24-
Parganas and one in South,
state election commissioner
Ajoy Sinha said.

Alleged CPM supporters
turned out reporters from a
polling station at Khardah in
North 24-Parganas.

In ward 14 of Katwa, bom-
bs were hurled outside three
booths around the same time
during a clash between CPM
and Congress supporters that
left seven injured. Seven peop-
le were arrested.

In Nadia, two boys were
picked up from Birnagar for

ALL FINE

(Top) A policeman tries to beat the heat in battle-zone Budge Budge as his colleagues (left) turn away a man from a booth at Rishra in Hooghly and girls queue up
to vote notwithstanding soaring temperatures — not just in nature. Pictures by Amit Datta and Pradip Sanyal

unds in the air and the intrud-
ers were taken into custody.
At Chinsurah in Hooghly,
some unused ballot papers we-
re stolen after the voting was

municipality’s ward 25, when
an old man dropped his ballot
paper into a post-box on the
premises. The authorities had
to contact the post-office and

at Joynagar in South 24-Par-
ganas and Mirik in Darjeeling
where over 90 per cent votes
were polied.

People made their way to

Additional director-gener-
al (law and order) Chayan Mu-
kherjee said the police fired
four shots in the air during
the day. Altogether, 214 people

CPM
bleeds,
cries foul

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, May 22: When most
of Bengal voted in peace, blo-
od was spilled in Budge Budge.

A CPM worker was killed
and three were seriously wou-
nded when miscreants on mot-
orcycles, said to be backed by
the Congress, attacked a booth
set up in a library at Charial,
30 km from here.

Around 2.10 pm, 50 minut-
es before the close of polls, five
youths rode into Bandhab Pat-
hagar and jumped off their
two-wheelers, bombs, rods and
revolvers in hand.

Seeing them, some CPM
workers ran inside the booth
and asked the policemen on
duty to shut the doors, but the
youths kicked them open and
dragged the CPM workers to a
courtyard. A thrashing began.

About 200 panic-stricken
voters, in the queue to exercise
their franchise, fled to various
corners of the library. Those
who could left the premises.

South 24-Parganas superi-
ntendent S.N. Gupta said the
police tried to chase the attac-
kers away. “When this attempt
failed, one of the constables
fired inthe air.”

After that shot, the gang
hurled bombs and fired indisc-
rimMnately When the goons
left, four CPM workers were
lying blood splattered.

Tarun Kotal, 34, died on
way to SSKM Hospital, where
Prasenjit Mal was admitted.
Sujoy Roy was in MR Bangur
Hospital and Sheikh Mintu in
Batanagar Hospital. The poli-
ce said they suffered splinter
injuries. The attackers’ gunfi-
re had missed them.

The CPM has called a 12-ho-
ur bandh in Budge Budge tom-
orrow. District party secretary
Santimoy Bhattacharya alleg-
ed that Congress’s “anti-socia-
1s” attacked partymen. Congr-
ess district secretary Sailen
Dasgupta denied the charge.

Two persons have been ar-
rested, said Gupta.

tion, eight bombs and nine
vehicles from various parts
of Bengal. All the vehicles,
however, were from North 24-
Parganas.
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ttack on Pranab:

Intelligence failure

,(\v . \l i §

State govt orders probe |

SOUMEN Datta A

Kolkata, May 16 : Y

IN ALL fairness to him, Pranab
Mukherjee was not to know he
would be mobbed and roughed up
by deprived ticket-seekers within
his own party.

It all happened because the
man whose job it was to know
and warn the police in time (he
gets paid for this) failed miser-
ably on Sunday.

For those who don’t know,
every police station

within the Congress. They also
argued that the cops hadn’t been

allowed inside the party office.
Javed Shamim, DC (ESD) said:
“Our men rushed to the spot
within minutes and tried to dis-
perse the mob gathered outside.
But they were helpless as they
couldn’t get into the party office.”
Officers at Entally police sta-
tion reasoned that Pranab was
supposed to reach Bidhan Bha-
van around 1 pm, but entered the
party office around 12 o’ clock.
“We had no prior in-

has a divisional officer
from the Special
Branch whose only
brief is to gather polit-
ical intelligence of th1s
kind and keep the ad-
ministration posted.

But Prasanta Kumar Sarkar,
the Special Branch man at Entally
police station, which is only yards
away from Bidhan Bhavan, the
Congress office where Pranab was
manhandled, had not only failed
to gauge the anger among side-
lined ticket-seekers, he also gross-
ly underestimated the security
risk to an important Union minis-
ter. Apparently, he didn’t even care
to be anywhere near the site.

Till sometime after the inci-
dent, the police tried to pass it off
as nothing but internecine fights

§ ¢
5 E
i b

:

¢ formation from the
SB,” O-C Baidyanath
Saha said.

But the government
on Monday ordered a
probe after it found

" prima facie evidence
of intelligence failure about a
possible attack on Pranab, and
sought a report from the commis-
sioner of police. “We have asked
him to find out how the incident
took place and what the Special
Branch’s role was,” home secre-
tary Amit Kiran Deb told HT

Though Pranab had gone to the
party office as Congress presi-
dent, considering the fact that he
is a minister, the police should
have provided adequate cover, a
senior officer in the administra-
tion said.

- "

FARBER B RE Pemuaw

THE DAY AFTER

PRANAB Sulking PCC president
finalises candidates and leaves for
Delhi. No changes in wards 55 and 59,
over which he was roughed up. As a
result, grumbling contenders likely to

contest as Independents  (See Live)

CONGRESS State unit suspends
local leader Arun Das on a directive
from AICC. Das had sought a ticket
for his wife Sabita Das in ward 55, a
seat given to aily Subrata Mukherjee.
AICC leader Ambika Soni vows
disciplinary action

GOVERNMENT No action against
attackers. State inquiry to ascertain
Intelligence failure, with the home
secretary seeking explanation from
the police commissioner. Centre has
not yet contacted the state

BUDDHADEE BHATTACHARIEE
Calls incident unfortunate, but notes
that “these things usuaily happen in
the Congress”

MAMATA BANERIEE insists on
minding her own business

7



Pranab
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Calcutta, May 15: A mob of
Congress supporters today
showed how defenceless even
the nation’s defence minister
can be before factional rivalry
in his own party in his home
state.

Pranab Mukherjee was
shoved and abused for nearly
an hour at the state Congress
headquarters, emerging with
a torn panjabi and bruised
sentiments.

As he jostled with the cro-
wd, which was protesting aga-
inst the distribution of civic
poll tickets, the state Congress
chief grabbed some of the
men by the collar and slapped
them.

The mob, which roughed
up state Congress working
president Pradip Bhattachar-
jee when he tried to rescue
Mukherjee, was later heard
chanting “Somen Mitra zind-
abad”.

The state’s Left Front gov-
ernment promptly offered to
buttress the minister’s securi-
ty if he made a request and
lodged a police complaint
against his attackers — some-

OURBUREAU

defence cracks

thing Mukherjee declined
to do.

In Delhi, state CPM secre-
tary Anil Biswas scoffed:
“(Congress) leaders are get-
ting thrashed by their sup-
porters even before the so-
called jot has been born. Once
it is formed, the people will
get beaten up in the same
fashion.”

The crowd was waiting for
Mukherjee when he reached
Bidhan Bhavan around noon,
two armed constables in tow.
As soon as the state Congress
president climbed out of the
car in the driveway, he was
surrounded.

The minister, who had ar-
rived to release the list of poll
nomjnees, found his way
barred by a seething, slogan-
shouting mob.

“Who are you? How did

The Congress-led
coalition is nath
(snake) while the NDA is
nagnath(King Cobra)

MAYAVATI

t @l gg

youlget inside?” Mukherjee
scolded them. “You can’t be
genuine Congressmen. If you
were, you would not be demon-
strating here, strengthening
the CPM’s hands.

~--“Tomra shob CPM-er hat
shakto korte chaichho (You are
trying to strengthen the
CPM’s hands),” he shouted.

The crowd immediately
rounded on him. “Pranabda
CPM-er dalal. Subratar sathe
atant kore Congress-er sure
seat diye dichchhe (Pranabda
is a CPM agent. He is offering
the Congress’s safe seats to
Subrata),” someone screamed.

The gates had been shut
but the crowd kept swelling
with many climbing over and
joining the protesters. Several
people were pounding on
Mukherjee’s car with their
fists. A few journalists got
beaten up.

Around 12.45 pm, other
leaders on the third floor came
to Mukherjee’s rescue and
pulled him to safety.

When former state Con-
gress chief Somen Mitra ar-
rived on the scene, the crowd
cooled down.

W See Page 13
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Subrata’s gameplan

Some strategy amidst doubts (> o, .
Y MEREVALER L
ere is reason to believe that Subrata Mukherjee has
made it easier for the CPI-M to regain control of the
Kolkata Municipal Board by breaking ranks with
Trinamul to form an anti-Left platform. Complications
will persist along with doubts on whether his meeting with
Sonia Gandhi will produce a real anti-Left campaign by
the Congress to enable Subrata to remain Mayor. Subrata
. himself makes no secret of his ambitions; which is why he
-encourages Somen Mitra to contest and may ask Ghani
\Khan Chowdhury to lead the opposition alliance. Times
have changed. The Congress, if it wishes to throw its
weight behind Subrata, must be reconciled to the fact that,
even with a majority of its own, it may have to support
Subrata for Mayor. The suspicion is that the proposition
does not look rewarding enough for the Congress. Hence
the possible deal with Somen with clearance from Pranab
Mukherjee and Priya Ranjan Das Munshi,

Subrata has not succeeded in having too many Trinamul
councillors join his Unnayan Congress Manch. It follows
that the anti-Left platform will consist largely of Cong-
ress candidates. That could be a blessing in disguise for
him. To this he has added another clever move in suggest-
ing that no alliance candidates will be set up against
“good” Trinamul nominees. If the Congress accepts the
idea, it will amount to the “mahajot” which was his orig-
inal plan. The bottomline is that he is working on permu-
tations and combinations which will escape Mamata Ban-
erjee’s rejection of strategic alliances. Subrata at least has
a strategy for the poll and for himself — how principled is
another question. On the other hand, Mamata seems clue-
less how to prevent the CPI-M from wresting control of
the KMC.
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Subrata backpedafs

Anmdya Sengupta
in Kolkata

May 6. — Mr Subrata
Mukherjee is under tre-
mendous pressure both
from within his Paschim
Banga Unnayan Congress
Manch as well as the Con-
gress to recant his “sug-
gestion” that the Congress
leader, Mr Somen Mitra,
be made chairman of the
Manch-Congress front.

Leaders loyal to the
mayor and belonging to
the manch have told him
that he cannot afford to
project Mr Somen Mitra
as the leader of the front as
that would help the Trina-
mul dub him a stooge of
the Communist Party of
India (Marxist).

The mayor, agreeing,
has told them that he
wouldn’t go ahead with
this idea. Pradesh Con-
gress Committee leaders
in New Delhi, particularly
Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, union minister,
has advised the mayor to
project Mr ABA Ghani
Khan Chowdhury as the
leader of the front and to
let a non-Left, non-Trina-
mul mayoral candidate

01 MAY 2005

' on Somen sallys .

em&ge through nggotla-'
tions. Mr Mitra’s stock, it
is said, is not very .high
where the high command
is concerned.

At a dinner hosted by
the Lok Sabha Speaker,
Mr Somnath Chatterjee,
yesterday, Mr Sharad Pa-
war is learnt to have told
PCC leaders that the may-
or assured him he would
head the NCP in Bengal
after the civic polls.

The Manch said yester-
day it was likely to use the
clock symbol for the KMC
elections. Alarmed at this
development, PCC leaders
in New Delhi quietly
checked it out with the
mayor in Kolkata only to
learn from him that noth-
ing of the sort was on the
cards. It was then that the
PCC leaders in New Delhi
contacted the leaders of
the Unnayan Manch, tell-
ing them that Mr Mukher-
jee should in no way proj-
ect Mr Mitra as the leader.

The mayor has reported-
ly told his party colleagues
that his announcement
was a litile premature.
That Miss Mamata Bane-
rjee left the Congress, ac-
cusing Mr Mitra of being
actually a CPI-M man, has
not been forgotten.
Against this backdrop, it
would not be prudent to
talk about Mr Mitra as the
front leader as that would
give a handle to the Trina-
mul chief. Six years ago,
Mr Mitra incurred the
wrath of Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi by trying to defeat a
Congress candidate in the
Rajya Sabha polls through
cross-voting. West Bengal
Unnayan Congress Manch
leaders have told the may-
or that Mr Ghani Khan
Chowdhury should
promptly be pushed on to
the foreground. That’s
what they will do now.
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Plastic pc

SUTANUKA GHOSAL

Calcutta, May 5: If it’s a
plastic world, then you can
probably blame Basell for
it —says the company web-
site. Tomorrow, it may
make an addition — blame
Purnendu Chatterjee also.

At5.30 in the morning (In-
dian time), a group of inv-
estors led by Chatterjee and
Russian-born billionaire Leo-
nard Blavatnik sealed the
deal to buy Basell, the Nether-
lands-based company owned
jointly by Royal Dutch/Shell
and BASE

Valued at an estimated 4.4
billion euros ($5.7 billion),
Basell’s takeover is the largest
acquisition abroad involving
an Indian.

Laxmi Mittal’s $4.5 billion
acquisition of the Internation-
al Steel Group of Ohio has
been the biggest so far.

An ecstatic Chatterjee told
The Telegraph a few hours
after the deal was clinched in
London: “The agreement has
been entered into for taking
over Basell. We look forward
to help Basell improve its glob-
al dominance. We want to
work on it. Right now I cannot
comment how the financing
will be done. It will take some
time.”

Closure of the sale, includ-
ing European Union clear-
ances, to the consortium led
by The Chatterjee Group and
Blavatnik’s private equity in-
vestment firm Access, which
has large interests in the Russ-
ian oil industry, is expected in
the second half of 2005.

Blavatnik, incidentally, is
the rich Russian based in the
US who outbid Mittal by offer-
ing to pay £41 million for a
London house. It’s another
matter that Mittal later
bought an even pricier home.

The acquisition entails a
huge financial commitment

06 MO 1005 ThE e

for the 51-vear-old Chatterjee,
who also has to raise some
Rs 1,560 crore to buy the Ben-
gal government out of Haldia
Petrochemicals, the company
he said had given him and his
associates the confidence to go
for Basell.

“We will let you know as
and when we come up with fu-
nds. I cannot talk beyond this
right now,” Chatterjee said.

The source of his strength
to strike a deal of such magni-

£y
~

Fu¥'s

ACQUIRER
LN Mittal

| steel Group |

roducts marketed in:
120 countries

of Ohio

‘Global leader in:
_Polypropylene

ACQUIRER

ONGC
Videsh

ower for Purnendu

THE GLOBAL INDIAN

'ACQUIRER
: Tata Steel

Stake in
Sakhalin
Oilfield

Europe leader in:
Polyethylene
in the world)

Tata
Tea

~ Reliance
Gateway

Gbrporate centre:

oofddorp,

The Netherlands

FLAG

tude lies in the upswing in the

- petrochemicals industry that

has turned around the for-
tunes of trouble-ridden Haldia
Petrochem, too.

“The experience of Haldia
has given us the confidence to
go ahead with Basell,” Chat-
terjee said.

Chatterjee’s Haldia veh-
ture may be brought in later to
play arole in Basell.

Haldia Petrochem has al-
ready made a presentation to

Regional offices:
- Brussels, Belgium; Frankfurt,
Germany, Maryland, US;
Sao Paolo, Brazil; and

the Bengal government on the
benefits it hopes to reap if it
joins Basell as a minority
shareholder.

The Chatterjee-led consor-
tium emerged as the winner
after Iran’s National Petroch-
emical Company got elbowed
out of the race by US pressure.
The Bush administration had
openly expressed its disap-
proval of the Iranian suitor.

Basell’s acquisition ele-
vates Chatterjee to a position

—

Telecom

in the hall of Indian corporate
fame, though he is otily one
of the cogs in the wheel that
will churn out the cash for
Basell.

Neither the Ambanis, nor
the Tatas — India’s largest
corporate houses — has either
jointly or singly made an ac-
guisition that comes any-
where close to the Basell deal.

Basell is the world’s largest
producer of polypropylene
and Europe’s biggest maker of

‘ 2004
S$130 m

*Later invested another $1.8 million

Tata

VSNL Motor

o i i

Tetley of
UK

Tyco
Global
Network

Daewoo
unit

polyethylene, the key ingredi-
ents that go into plastics of all
kinds. It is a global leader in
the development and licensing
of polypropylene and polyeth-
ylene processes.

Haldia Petrochem will be
able to access these technolo-
gies — Basell holds some 150
product patents -— and tap the
Dutch company’s marketing
network spread over 120 coun-
tries if it does enter the pic-
ture at a later stage.
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HT Correspondent n
Kolkata, April 7, 3 »

POKING HOLES in the Left Front
government’s repeated claims that
no starvation deaths had taken
place in Amlasole in West Midna-
pur last year, the National Commis-
. sion for Scheduled Castes on Thurs-
day. said it could confirm at least
five deaths in the village. The com-
mission hauled up the state govern-
ment, saying the administration

SC/ST commmsmﬁ%ﬁmﬂrms five starvation deaths

had paid little attention to people
dying of hunger in the state.

“I had visited Amlasole after
newspapers reported starvation
deaths in 2004. I can confirm at least
five deaths in the village,” S.K.
Naskar, deputy director of NCST,
said. In what could come as a major
embarrassment for the state gov-
ernment, Naskar further said, “Am

lasale is not an isolated case. Such a
situation prevails in various interi-
or areas of West Bengal.”

Naskar, who is in charge of West
Bengal, Orissa, Tripura and Sikk-
im, said the commission had alre-
ady informed the state government
about its findings with suggestions
for improving the situation.

National Commission for Sched-

uled Tribes chairman Kunwar Sin-
gh, who was also present during the
Press conference on Thursday, said
the ST commission, too, “recogni-
sed” incidents of starvation deaths
in the state.

Strangely, however, even after the
commission informed the state that
starvation deaths in Bengal was not
an imagination of the Opposition,

lasole ghost returns to haunt govt

but a stark reality, the governmen
continued to argue that people died
due to malnutrition and diseases.
Replying to the Opposition’s
high-decibel charges that after Am-
lasole, several people had died at
Jalangi in Murshidabad, Left Front
ministers claimed that the allega--
tions were politically motivated.

tem and said he had sus-
pended 27 ration dealers
during the last five months byt

THE WEST BENGAL
SMALL INDUSTRIES

Hunger

~ for flouting rules. And, as DEVELOPMENT
- for the alleged starvation . B?o':POF;ATmN tTD.
id: “Fi i 1, ac urn ane,
c"es ec 0 deaths, he said: “Five tosix | | g g0 o 4™ Hoor, Kok 12,

people have died. We have

‘in Jalangi

Malabi Gupta
Murshidabad, AprzPK

HUNDREDS OF people who
have lost their land to the de-
vouring Padma in Jalangi,
about 60 km from Berham-
pore, the district headquar-
ters of the Murshidabad dis-
i trict, say they are livingina
i state of perpetual hunger
. and suffering from diseases.
i Some have even died, al-
legedly of hunger.
¢ While local panchayat
i leaders vehemently deny any
! i cases of starvation, the dis-
{ trict magistrate says at least
two deaths may have been
caused by malnutrition. The
river has claimed 65,000 ha of
farmland in the last one year,
rendering 550 families home-
less and jobless.

Golamul Bibi wept as she
narrated her tale of woe:
her father died a few days
back and her husband has
been going out to beg every
morning. “My father died
because we couldn’t feed
him, and we don’t get to eat
till my husband brings
home the day’s alms,” she .
said. Samudra Sharma, an-
other hapless woman, said
she had seen her two sons
die one after another.

Alauddin Sheikh said he
managed to get odd jobs for
ten days a month at the

g most; for the remaining 20
i he was largely jobless and
without income.

These environmental re-

e e it o i S S
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of malnutrition.”

district magistrate.

MALABI GUPTA

PANGS OF POVERTY These villagers in Jalangi are still waiting for government help.

fugees allege the govern-
ment hasn’t cared to come to

their aid. Although the river

has turned farmers into
near beggars, they have not
been listed in the BPL cate-
gory, which would have enti-
tled them to subsidised ra-
tion. “We are not sure of get-
ting even one square meal a
day,” said Chentu Saha.

“We have repeatedly plea-
ded with the panchayat to
give us ration under the An-
todaya and Annapurna sche-
mes meant for BPL families
but to no avail,” said Sajan
Mandal. But if the genuine

destitute have been denied

BPL benefits, a local quack,
his brother and a school-
teacher have had no problem
in worming their way into
the list, Mandal claimed.

The pradhan of the local
Ghoshpara gram panchayat,
however, blamed the block
development officer for the
plight of the people but de-
nied widespread hunger or
starvation deaths. “Some
people have died of dis-
eases,” he said smugly. “It’s
all part of a campaign to tar-
nish the Left Front govern-
ment’s image.”

But the river Padma has
been swallowing up fertile

THE HDUST AN TIMES

land in Jalangi for years. So
why a crisis now? District
magistrate Narayan Prasad
had this explanation: “The
river has been breaking one
side and creating new land
(char) on the other. People
from this side used to go over
to the other to till that land.
But because of cross-border
smuggling, the BSF has im-
posed restrictions for the
last few months. So they are
unable to do any farming.”
Unlike the panchayat pra-
dhan, Prasad, however, ad-
mitted there were serious
problems with the BLP list
and the food distribution sys-

got their medical report.
Two of them may have died

If only elected represen-
tatives rose above their
partisan party interests,
people’s hardships could
be largely eased, said the

7 nos. of newly-built industrial
Sheds are available on lease
at Siliguri |. E: at Sevoke Road.
Application Forms are availabie
from Siliguri |. E. and this office.
Last Date of Distribution of
Application Form is 18th April,
2005,
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End the dithering

~ Don't prolong Great Eastern tragedy N

The Left Front must blame itself for the jam it finds i A
in over the Great Eastern Hotel which it is desperately
trying to hand over to a private enterprise. The losses incur-
red over the years can be wiped out at one stroke if the 400
employees accept the early retirement scheme for which the
UK-based DFID has pledged Rs 15 crores, provided the deal
is completed by the end of the month. The earlier deadline
of 26 March was extended to enable workers to free them-
selves from pressures exerted by unions. This is the best assu-
rance that the government and the staff have had. The hotel
is hopelessly in the red and the government doesn’t have the
means to revive it. It lost the opportunity to hand it over tc
private hotel chains that were interested, on condition tha
the workers would have to leave with retirement benefits
The unions put their foot down and the government didn’
want to upset their vote-banks. Now the chief minister find
that the state doesn’t have to pay at all for providing benefit
and has thus been compelled to announce that, come wha
may, salaries would be discontinued from April. This wil
help clear the hotel of existing staff to make it conducive tc
structural changes at the hands of a private enterprise.

It is interesting to find the Marxists taking recourse to such
drastic measures after raising a hue and cry over the sale of
loss making PSUs. It is equally interesting to find Citu main-
taining a calculated silence as the Left government proceeds
to shed the burden of the century-old hotel. Lack of
professionalism compounded by the whims and fancies of
ministers turned Great Eastern into a white elephant that
must now be given a new identity if it has to be saved at all.
It is a choice between surrendering to unions and closing
down the hotel. The state and the. staff must end their
dithering and not prolong the tragedy any further.
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«'Jail term

OUR LEGALREPORTER

Calcutta, March 31: Calcutta
High Court today asked CPM
polithuro member Biman

Bose to serve a sentence of

three days’ simple imprisonm-
ent and pay a fine of Rs 10,000
for inciting popular sentiment
against a judge who had res-
tricted rallies on weekdays in
Calcutta.

Bose, who is also chairman
of the ruling Left Front, had
criticised the judge, Amitava
Lala, now serving in Allahab-
ad High Court, for passing the
judgment in September 2003.

“This court is of the opini-
on that Biman Bose’s criticis-
ms were not fair and were dir-
ected against a particular jud-
ge (Justice Lala). Therefore,
the comihents cannot be rega-
rded within the.scope of reaso:
nable criticism of the judgm-
ent,” Justices Ashok Kumar
Ganguly and Sailendra Pra-
sad Talukdar said, bringing to
an end one of the most engag-
ing contempt proceedings that
started in November 2003.

“The judgment is unex-
pected, but I am not shocked,”
said Bose. “My remarks were
directed neither against the
judge nor the judiciary. [ have
been in active politics for a few
decades and I am in direct con-
tact with the people... my re-
marks about Justice Lala’s
judgment were meant to re-
flect the popular mood.”

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said his govern-
ment, which unsuccessfully
tried to formulate a rally code
at the behest of the court,
would decide on its response
‘0 the judgment after consult-
ing legal opinion. “I have
asked the law minister to look
into it,” he added.

Bikash Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya, the counsel for Bose,
said he would appeal in the
Supreme Court after receiving
1 certified copy of the order.
The judges accepted his plea
and stayed the operation of
the order for four weeks.

Thursday was the second
time in five years that Calcutta
High Court held Bose guilty of
contempt. On the last occa-
sion, it had directed Bose to
pay a fine of Rs 2,000 for mak-

iman

(Top) An anti-Lala placard in a Citu rally in October 2003.

Bose after the judgment. Picture by Amit Datta

ing certain adverse comments
on the judiciary.

The contempt proceedings
against Bose were jointly
moved by advocates Idris Ali
and Kallol Guha Thakurta
who filed separate petitions
after the CPM leader attacked
Lala at a news conference
called on October 4, 2003.

Bose had called the meet-
ing to announce the Left Fro-
nt’s plan to hold a rally on Oc-
tober 6 to protest against —
and in complete defiance of —
Lala’s order of September 29,
The order banned rallies from
8 amto 8 pm on the city’s roads

The judgment is
unexpected, butl am
notshocked

BIMAN BOSE

on weekdays. “I cannot be held
responsible if someone in the
rally chants slogans like Lala,
Bangla chhere pala (Lala, get
out of Bengal),” Bose had said
while mounting an attack on
the judge and his order.

Bose had drawn support
from political parties of all
hues, including the CPM,
which described the Lala judg-
ment as an attack on funda-
mental rights.

The much-criticised judg-
ment, however, set in motion a
silent process that hasled atle-
ast the ruling party to try and
not call rallies on weekdays.
The main Opposition, Mam-
ata Banerjee’s Trinamul Con-
gress, refused to be a party to
the rally code the government
prepared.

Today, however, she called
the order a “slap in the face”
for the CPM.

Al See Page 13
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Left and the laW‘,

) Put pre-litigation Bill in cold storagea

tis a .COnmderable relief that the chief minister has pre-

vailed upon the party to listen to the Opposition and a
much wider part of the public on the Pre-litigation Board
Bill. It will not be introduced on 22 March as planned and
may have been put off indefinitely. The stated objective
was laughable: quick disposal of cases. This does not mean
a wholesale replacement of judges by party members, nor
does it mean administering justice without the slightest
training or experience with the help of panchayats. Bypas-
sing the judiciary altogether was a thinly disguised charade
for a gross misdemeanour. There is no point saying some
good was intended, nor does it make any sense to sweep
away the judiciary altogether. Someone must pay for trying
it on. The chief minister deserves to be complimented on
the decision to put off introducing the Bill even while party
colleagues are clamouring for it.

There does seem to have been some pressure from the
Centre as well. The Union law minister will attend a con-
vention next month to discuss the whole affair. At the poli-
tical level, the Left Front has a point to answer. Given the
truth about panchayats, is it possible for the Left to reas-
sure anyone that those with the right connections are not
more equal than others? The nightmare of Nanoor in
which 11 people, said to be Trinamul activists, were massa-
cred for tilling a plot of land is still fresh in people’s minds.
The point is that, no matter how effective the panchayats
may be, it is fundamentally wrong to ask them to be trans-
formed into courts, just because the government wants it.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee is right. The sooner the Bill is in
cold storage, the better.
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CM for Hills panel & peace

KOLKATA, March 18. — Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee today told the
state Assembly that the government
would, under no circumstances, take
a confrontationist course in the Hills
over the elections to the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council.

The chief minister said that
DGHC chairman Mr Subash Ghi-
singh wants to be the sole adminis-
trator after the council is dissolved
for elections. Mr Bhattacharjee said
he is “for a board of administrators”.

“The Prime Minister and the Un-
ion home minister support my plan
instead of Mr Ghisingh’s. I will meet
the Prime Minister on 20 March and
let’s see what emerges. One thing is
sure, I am not for any collision
pourse in the Hills, especially in view
of the developments in Nepal,” Mr
Bhattacharjee said.

Making his resolve to hold the

Chhetri caught napping

KOLKATA, March 18. — When the chief
minister was spelling out the state govern-
ment’s stand on the DGHC, the GNLF
MLA, Mrs Shanta Chhetri, was caught
napping. Mr Bhattacharjee himself drew
the attention of the House and some
members rushed towards the dozing MLA
to wake her up. Mrs Chhetri immediately
tried to cover her embarrassment with a
broad, ingenuous grin. — SNS

elections to the DGHC clear, Mr
Bhattacharjee said Mr Ghisingh had
earlier raised the bogey of ISI for
deferring elections. “But, I told him
if elections are not held even after
an extension for a year had already
been given, it would be a victory for
the ISI,” he said.

The chief minister said there was
no schism between his party and the
state government as “has been sought
to be projected by the Opposition”.

Earlier, Mr Saugata Roy

V:PATESMAN

(Trinamul Congres tad said a re-
port placed at the CPI-M’s state
conference last month catalogued
the areas where the state govern-
ment couldn’t achieve, while the
Governor’s address was full of praise
for the state’s “performance”.

The chief minister said he had a
hand in drafting that report and that
“there was no self-contradiction.”

He also criticised the Opposition’s
attempt for the past few years to
stop the practice of the government
making the Governor say in his
speech for the Budget session what
it wants to say.

“This is a constitutional obligation
and the Governor or the President’s
speech contains the government’s
version and not the Opposition’s,”
he said. The chief minister said the
state has succeeded in improving its
image as investor-friendly and in-
formed the House that foreign and
domestic investors have been pump-
ing in more and more money.
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Help curb kidnaps,

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

KOLKATA, March 17. —
Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee today sought the
Opposition’s cooperation
in the Assembly to help the
administration in prevent-
ing criminal gangs from
turning abduction for ran-
som into “an industry as
has been the case in states
including, Bihar and UP”.

The state government
will set up a special cell to
handle such cases as crim-
inal gangs are using mo-
bile phones and other
technology “with such in-
genuity” that an exclusive
mechanism is needed to
combat the menace, Mr
Bhattacharjee said.

Answering a question on
the role of police in the
rescue of Ruma Jhawar,
the chief minister asserted
political patronage by
“either the ruling party or
the Opposition has never
been and will never be a
hindrance” to his adminis-
trative work.

He dismissed the Oppo-
«sition charge that a nexus
has been formed by abduc-
tors and police.

“A section of police may
give indulgence to small
time criminals, but there is
no nexus between police
and abductors,” he said.

He praised the work of
differenct police agencies
in rescuing Ruma, arrest-
ing the culprits and recov-
ering almost the entire
ransom amount.

The Opposition, led by
Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Mr
Saugata Roy, Mr Tapas
Roy (ali Trinamul
Congress) and Mr Deba-
prasad Sarkar (SUCI)
asked the chief minister a
barrage of questions which
sought to establish that the
police had cut a sorry fig-
ure and had no idea of the
prime accused, Gunjan’s
culpability. The Opposition
also criticised the police for
misleading the people by
claiming that no ransom
was paid, where actually Rs
20 lakh had been paid to
secure Ruma’s release.

Mr Bhattacharjee said
the police shouldn’t and
he “would never” divulge
_facts when investigation is
on. He said the Jhawar
family had cooperated

with the administration

from the beginning and
“untike many others” told
the police about the ran-
som being given to the ab-
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ductors.

“Qur first priority was to
save the girl, locate the
spot where she had been
kept confined and then ar-
rest the abductors. We
couldn’t risk the life of the
victim by advising the fam-
ily not to pay up the ran-
som. At that stage we
knew the phone calls were
being made from the
Phoolbagan area, but had
no clue as to the where-
abouts of the abductors.
Eventually, the payment
of ransom helped us not
only to locate the spot, but
also to save the girl and ar-
rest the criminals. In the
end we could recover
nearly the entire ransom
amount as well,” he said.

Mr Bhattacharjee said
that Aftab Ansari, the
main accused in the
American Center shoot-
out and Khadim abduction
cases, has maintained con-
tacts in West Asia and var-
ious states in the country
from the high security
Presidency jail where he is
lodged. The state govern-
ment was trying to expe-
dite his trial and it will see
to the end of it, Mr
Bhattacharjee said.

He told the House that
the administration had to
give up the crime trail in
the abduction of Mr Sa-
tyabrata Ganguly of Exide
on the request of the lat-
ter.
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Shalishi bill back in cupboard

ASTAFFREPORTER <

Calcutta, March 17: The government
today shelved the controversial block-lev-
el pre-litigation conciliatory board bill
following Opposition objections.

Better known as shalishibill, the legis-
/| lation would have offered an opportunity
to resolve disputes before moving court.

Besides Opposition parties, lawyers,
too, had opposed the bill and threatened
to skip courts in protest.

CPM insiders said the bill, earlier
scheduled to be placed before the House
on March 22, might not see the light of day
before next year’s Assembly polls.

The government decided to go slow on
it after the chief minister’s meeting with

leader of the Opposition Pani{aj Banerj-
ee. Law minister Nisith Adhikary and Tr-
inamul Congress MLA Kalyan Banerjee
were also present during the meeting at
the chief minister’s Assembly chamber.
Briefing reporters later, Banerjee said
he tried to convince Bhattacharjee about
its adverse impacts. “I think I succeeded
in convincing the chief minister that the
bill is anti-people... If made a law, it would
deny justice to rural people. We are thank-
ful to the chief minister for deferring the
introduction of the bill...” Banerjee said.
Parliamentary affairs minister Probo-
dh Chandra Sinha said the chief minister
“felt more discussions were required at
various levels before the bill was tabled”.
The shalishi bill, which the Oppositi-

on had said would create a quasi-judicial
system controlled by the CPM-dominated
panchayats, was tabled in the Assembly
on December 28, triggering an Opposition
uproar. But it was not discussed in the Ho-
use as the government cited the devastati-
on wreaked by the December 26 tsunami
to defer proceedings.

The bill was also sent to the Assemb-
1y’s select committee after Trinamul and
the Congress raised objections to some of
its provisions. But the panel referred it ba-
ck to the House for a general discussion.

Observers felt the CPM was hesitant
to push the bill fearing a backlash from
rural Bengal ahead of the Assembly polls.
It is learnt that sections of the Left Front
and the CPM itself were opposed to it.
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Aloke Banerjee -
Kolkata, March 16 5

STATE AND Central intelligence
agencies have told chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee that the
ISI has infiltrated the GNLF in Dar-
jeeling and is trying to resurrect
the agitation for Gorkhaland, giv-
ing the CM enough reasons to chi-
cken out under Subash Ghisingh’s
threat of violence, top government
officials and CPI(M) leaders told
Hindustan Times on Wednesday.
The chief minister’s decision to
accept Ghisingh as the caretaker
of the DGHC in spite of strong
protests from his own party — the
CPI(M) — as well as from other pa-
rties in the Hills, stems from such
a threat perception, officials say.
What worried Buddha most was
a separate report from a neigh-
bouring country, which corrobo-
rated the findings of the Indian in-
telligence agencies, the sources
said. The intelligence agencies
have also told the chief minister
that, though considerably weak-
ened, the GNLF under Ghisingh
and his 10,000 strongmen, were still

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

capable of unleashing and sustain-
ing serious trouble in the Hills.
Intelligence agencies have also
come to know of recent recruit-
ment drives of the Ulfa and KLO
in Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri and Di-
najpur, and their plans to desta-
bilise the ‘chicken’s neck’ in
North Bengal, which, if success-
ful, would cut off the entire North-
East from the country’s mainland.
The strategy adopted by the
CPI(M) top brass and the govern-
ment now is to accept Ghisingh as
the caretaker chairman of the
DGHC, and adopt a carrot-and-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

int of IS1 link made CM how

stick policy in order to make him
agree to an election. Despite his
eroding support base, it was still
possible for the GNLF boss to win
the elections, a senior state govern-
ment official who recently went to
the Hills, reportedly told Ghisingh.

CPI(M) sources said the chief
minister would tell Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh during their
meeting in New Delhi on March 19
that the Centre, as well as the Con-
gress, should mount pressure on
Ghisingh so that he agrees to elec-
tions in the Hills in September. Ef-
forts are also on to arrange for a
one-on-one meeting between the
chief minister and Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi during his
stay in Delhi.

At the same time, however, the
CPI(M) will try to strengthen its
foothold in the Hills with the help
of CPRM, AIGL and GNLF(C).
The three anti-GNLF parties ac-
tive in the Hills have already tied
up with the CPI and the CPI(M) to
form a five-party coordination
committee, and have decided to
launch a campaign demanding
elections within six months.

,,,\,’:7
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“Congress, “Trinamul
"‘wal out of Assembly

. smm &\ ter. Mr Asit Mm\a 'said tha

the state did not send foor

\ \ and medical help to the ai

The Congress and Trina-
mul Congress legislators
today staged a walk-out in
the Assembly separately in
protest against the state
government’s “failure to
stop starvation deaths in
the districts™.

Moving an adjournment
motion, Mrs Sonali Guha
of the Trinamul referred to
the starvation death of
Panchu Sheikh, a resient of
Jalangi in Murshidabad,
yesterday. She said another
25 people were teetering

~on the brink, accusing the
state of looking the other
way. Ms Guha also said
that the rationing system
had virtually collapsed. She
demanded a statement by
chief minister Mr Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee on the
preventive steps taken so
far. Mr Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay, Opposition chief
whip said that the state did
not learn any lesson from
the starvation deaths at
Chanchole and Amlasole
and failed to improve the
PDS in the affected areas.

The Congress separately
moved an adjournment
motion on the same mat-

fected areas and that it wa
trying to hush up the mat
ter.

Social security construc
tion workers: The govern
ment will soon bring thi
five lakh constructios
workers of the state unde
the social security net. Foi
a provident fund scheme tc
be introduced soon, the
workers will have to pay Rs
20 per month and the state
Rs 20. They will also be
given accident benefit of
Rs 10,000 and pension.
Women labourers will get
maternity leave. Announc-
ing this, state labour minis-
ter Mr Mohammad Amin
said the matter will be
placed in the Assembly
soon.

Ccouncil for vocation edu-
cation: The standing com-
mittee of the Assembly on
Education, Information
and Cultural Affairs and
Sport Services has recom-
mended formulation of a
Bill to set up an autono-
mous state council or voca-
tional education and train-
ing in the state, the chair-
man of the committee Mr
Padmanidhi Dhar said in
the Assembly today.
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KOLKATA, March 15. — If yesterday
belonged to Mr Subash Ghisingh, this
afternoon possibly opened a new road
for his political opponents.

Under pressure from CPRM, All
India Gorkha League, CPI and
GNLF(C) leaders, CPI-M state secre-
tary Mr Anil Biswas today demanded
formation of a “board of administra-
tors” comprising leaders from these
five-parties. Also, “free and fair elec-
tion” to form a new council have to be
held “at the earliest”, he said.

“Anybody can become the chair-
man of the caretaker board. We have
no problem if Mr Ghisingh takes that
post as long as all parties are repre-
sented at the board. We don’t want
any autocracy. We want rule of law,”
Mr Biswas said at Alimuddin Street
after talking to the leaders from the
Hills for about one-and-a-half hours.

Left Front chairman Mr Biman
Bose said that the matter will be tak-
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en up at the next Front meeting on 24
March. Municipal affairs minister Mr
Ashok Bhattacharya was also present
there.

Since the chief minister is supposed
to take the final call on the composi-
tion of the administrative body after
consultation with the Prime Minister,
pressure is evidently mounting on Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee. Party
leaders also feel that these develop-
ments will help the chief minister in
his negotiations with the Centre.

During today’s meeting at Alimud-
din Street, GNLF (C) leader Mr DK
Pradhan, All India Gorkha League
leader Mr Madan Tamang and Mr
RB Rai criticised the chief minister
for buckling under the pressure from
Mr Ghisingh. Other Hills leaders who
attended the meeting were Mr Anan-
da Pathak, Mr KB Water, Mr Sawan
Rai and Mr KC Lepcha. Although the
CPI district unit did not send anyone

Anil for all-party pie in Hill panel

oy v
to Kolkata, Mr Biswas said the ally
was with the anit-GNLF coalition.

It was possibly one question — will
the Congress be allowed to join the
new board of administrators — that
gave out the sublime tension. “We be-
lieve in democracy. Yes the Congress
can come. But Congress at Delhi star-
ted all these troubles. Mr Ghisingh is
a scion of the Congress,” Mr DK
Pradhan said. Mr Madan Tamang
blamed the state government equally.

“How can the chief minister get
scared if someone says ISI and Mao-
ists have taken shelter in Darjeeling.
There is no ISI in the Hills and we
have never seen any Maoists there,”
Mr Tamang said.

Mr Biwas said the CPI-M will stage
agitation and organise joint meetings
with these parties “till the elections a-
nd even after that”. “Democracy can-
not be established without agitation,”
Mr Ase™ P ! oo
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' Amended DGAHC
. «Bill passed .,

KOLKATA, March 14, —
The Darjeeling Gorkha
Autonomous Hill Council
(Amendment) Bill, 2005
was gassed by the state As-
sembly today.

As demanded by GNLF
chief Mr Subash Ghisingh,
the word “autonomous”
mentioned in the original
Hill Council Act of 1988
has been deleted. Since
the hill council’s term has
come to an end it will now
be run by an “administra-
tor” or “board of adminis-
trators headed by a chair-
man” who, by the provi-
sion of a second amend-
ment moved today, will be
the “caretaker”. Elections
to form a new council will
have to be held within six
months.

Although chief minister
Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee will consult the
Prime Minister on forma-
tion of the caretaker body,
speculations are rife that
Mr Ghisingh will be the
chairman and sole mem-
ber. Several GNLF leaders
have already hinted that
other members of the
council will resign and let
Mr Ghisingh run the show.

The amendment Bill has
introduced some interest-

ing changes in the original
Act of 1988. To start with,
Clause 6 says: “Provided
also that if the government
may consider necessary so
to do in the public interest,
it may, by order, change
the Administrator or re-
constitute the Board of
Administrators.”

Clause 6 (1A) says: “...
the powers exercisable,
and functions performed,
by the Chief Executive
Councillor under the Act
shall be exercised and per-
formed by such authority
as the Government may,
by notification, specify.”

GNLF legislator Ms
Shanta Chhetri welcomed
the Bill. “All our demands
have been met. It is obvi-
ous that Mr Ghisingh will
serve as the chairman.”
Elections to the hill coun-
cil will be held in six
months, she added.

Although the Bill was
signed by Mr Bhattachar-
jee, it was the urban and
municipal affairs minister,
Mr Asok Bhattacharya,
who moved it. While the
Congress supported the
Bill, the Trinamul Con-
gress opposed it on the
floor of the House.

Faced with comments
from Opposition leaders
that the government gave
in to Mr Ghisingh’s pres-
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sure, he said the adminis-
trator or board of adminis-
trators will not have the
same powers earlier en-
joyed by the hill council
members and the chair-
man. The Left Front chief
whip Mr Rabin Deb
moved the amendment to
introduce the word “care-
taker”., “Did Mrs Rabri
Devi make policy deci-
sions when she was the
caretaker chief minister of
Bihar? The Bill has not
given absolute power to
the caretaker,” Mr Bhatta-
charya said.

“We were blackmailed
by Mr Subash Ghisingh
and hence, introduce the
Bill to ensure peace in the
Hills. He promised to an-
nounce the date of the
election after the tripartite
talks in Delhi. But he did
not keep his word. Mr
Ghisingh thinks that he
represents the hill people.
But he has lost the man-
date,” the minister said.

Mr DK Pradhan, legisla-
tor from GNLF (C), which
is opposed to Mr Ghi-
singh, strongly criticised
the Bill and said: “This is
like buying peace at the
cost of democracy. The
state government should
not bring in the Nepal is-
sue as it has got nothing to
do with Darjeeling.”

-
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Land reforms,
- tenancy Bills
‘ get the nod

KOLKATA, March 14, — -
The state Assembly today

-passed the West Bengal \

Land Reforms and Tenancy
Tribunal (Amendment) Bill
2005 and the West Bangal
Premises Tenancy

{(Amendment) Bill 2008.

. The Land Reforms and
Tenancy Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill amends
the Tenancy Tribunal Act of
1997 to omit the Kotkata Thi-
ka and other Tenancies and
Lands {Acquisition. and
Regulation) Act 1881 Inclu-
as a specified Act and
includes the West Bengal
Thika Tenancy (Acquisttion
and Regulation) Act, 2001 as
a specified Act.This will ena-
bie the West Bengal Land
Reforms and Tenancy Tribu-
nal to exercige jurisdiction,
power and authority in rela-
tion to any order made by an
authority under the provi-
sions of the West Bengal
Thika Tenancy (Acquisition
and Regulation) Act, 2001.
The West Bengal Prem-
ises Tenancy (Amendment)
Bill, on the other hand, has
substituted the word “Con-
troller” with the words “Civil
Judge” in Sections 6,7, 9,11
and Schedule | of the West
Bengal Premises Tenancy
Act of 1997 to enable a civil
judge to deal with matters
relating to eviction of ten-

- ants, recovery of immadiate

possession of any premises
let out as per provisions in
Section 9 of the Act.— SNS
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“"Centre for

5 jute mills
“\'evwal CM\

CHAMPDANI (Hoogh-
ly), March 14, — Chief
minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacherjee today said
that the UPA government
will form a jute commis-
sion for the survival of jute
mills across the country.

Speaking at the open ses-
sion of the state conference
of Citu-affiliated Bengal
Chatkal Mojdur Union, he
said: “I will hold talks with
the Prime Minister next
week. The commission will
be formed to keep the jute
sector alive and serve the
interests of 2.4 lakh jute
workers in West Bengal.”

He said the UPA doesn’t
seem serious about imple-
menting the CMP. “We
have told the Congress that
they are inviting danger by
following the NDAs path.
The Centre is also thinking
of reopening 27 industrial
units that the NDA had
closed.” — SNS

—
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Home truths -

" Rezzak will face the consequences \1\‘ '

t is not clear what provoked the land and land revenue mm\

ister, Abdur Rezzak Molla to call his department “corrupt \
and its officers thieves”. He said corruption had far exceeded
the danger mark; facts in his possession would cause a violent
eruption; more than 50 per cent of the employees were
corrupt. Such sweeping generalisations come after thousands
of hectares of high grade cultivable land in two 24 Parganas
districts alone have been converted into bheris, brick kilns
and real estates by land mafia with connivance of party
leaders and a section of officials. They have all benefited, in
cash and kind and also ensured party coffers were filled.
Besides, the land mafia provided “logistical support” to the
party. In 1997 the minister himself beat a hasty retreat when
an investigating party arrive in Bhangar. He did it as very
senior comrades were involved. At the party’s recent South 24
Parganas district conference, serious charges were levelled
against the leadership for getting involved in underhand
business deals, including real estate.

There is no doubt that Molla’s recent utterances were
without approval of Alimuddin Street. No less than a mem-
ber of Benoy Konar’s standing reprimanded Molla and ad-
vised him not to indulge in “heroics”. After all no one person,
according to Konar, can fight corruption which is a product of
Indian governance. Konar was upset by Molla blowing the
whistle specially when party comrades in cahoots with
officials were making money. The lucrative chain with the
land mafia is in danger. This is another instance of how 28
years in office have brought a sea change in attitude of
Marxists. The same Konar in his public speeches during
Siddhartha Shankar Ray’s rule used to spit fire against the
“corrupt Congress”. Even forgetting what used to be said
about Atulya Ghosh and Prafulla Sen, worse was said about
Ray’s ministers by Alimuddin Street. Now it comes to corrupt
practices of some of the current Marxist ministers. No
wonder what Molla said echoes the complaint of Benoy
Choudhury, his much respected predecessor, that contractors
call the shots in the party. For telling these home truths,
Benoy Choudhury suffered abuse from Jyoti Basu — Molla
as a lesser fly, should hear worse!

THE STATESMAN
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PM CM t

SILIGURI, March 13. —
A decision on appointing
GNLF chief Mr Subash
Ghisingh as administrator
in the Hills would only be
taken after Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharjee’s meeting
with the Prime Minister.
Mr Bhattacharjee said
this after a marathon

.meeting with party col-

leagues ‘and representa-
tives of other anti-GNLF
parties today. He would be
meeting Dr Manmohan
Singh on 19 March.
GNLF MLA Mrs Shanta

- Chettri said the chief min-

ister had agreed to accept
the. GNLF . demand, one
way or the other. The

RO O G
demands include delaying
the Hill Council polls and
installing Mr Ghisingh as
administrator of the coun-
cil.

PDF leaders, who took

_part in the meeting, said

the chief minister gave
three qptions — appoint-
ing a bureaucrat as admin-
istrator, creating a board
of administrators taking in
representatives from all
hill parties with Mr
Ghisingh heading it and
letting Mr Ghisingh con-
tinue as the chairman. The
Opposition leaders pre-
ferred the second option.
The chief minister
announced that state
urban development minis-
ter Mr Asok Bhattacharya,
would table a Bill in the

EF-M A\
g S

the goveérnment had not
perceived this sort of a
problem, when the present
Act was put into force.
The Bill would be an inter-
im arrangement and elec-
tion would be held within
six months, he said.

Later, talking to
reporters, the convenor of
the Hill Opposition, Mr
Sawan Rai, made it clear
that if the state appoints
Mr Ghisingh as caretaker,
they would launch a move-
ment that would include
an indefinite strike in the
Hills.

However, AIGL leader
Mr Madan Tamang said:
“The Opposition parties

14 MAR 2005

dea e HlllS fate

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
talks to reporters at Circuit
House In Siliguri on Sunday. —
The Statesman

are- ready to work under
Mr Ghisingh, if the gov-
ernment forms the board
of administrators democ-
ratically, with representa-
tion t?t"om all political

parties.” //



Modi tlies into
Bengal storm .-

1&’&

Held up at alrport by protesters

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, March 13

NARENDRA MODI, on his first
visit to Kolkata since the Gujarat
riots, flew into a sea of black
flags at the airport this after-
noon with more than 200 slogan-
shouting Youth Congress mem-
bers keeping him cooped up for
an hour within the protective en-
closure of the VVIP lounge.

In the city to take part in a de-
bate, the BJP strongman could
be escorted out only after securi-
ty personnel were joined by re-
inforcements.

Youth Congress activists justi-
fied their protest, saying Modi’s
arrival posed a threat to commu-
nal harmony in the state. “He
(Modi) will vitiate the secular
fabric of Bengal,” Amitava
Chakraborty, state Youth Con-
gress president, said amid slo-
gans of “Killer of democracy,
murderer Modi go back.”

The scene was repeated out-
side Calcutta Club, the venue for
the debate, where members of
the DYFI, SFT and the West Ben-
gal Muslim Students Union
(WBMSU) staged a noisy protest,
stalling traffic on A.J.C. Bose
Road (between Haldiram and Ra-
bindra Sadan) for more than an
hour. The armed police had a
tough time controlling the mob,
which pulled down the welcome
arch, burnt Modi’s effigy and
tried to storm the club premises.

Invitees to the programme, in-
luding petroleum minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar, had to make their
way on foot through the crowd
which refused to retreat despite a
lathi-charge by the police.

The situation threatened to get
sut of control when a large num-
oer of BJYM members appeared
on the spot to greet Modi and a

A demonstration against Modi
outside the venue for the debate,

group of CPI(ML) supporters
tried to approach the venue from
the opposite direction. The po-
lice, anticipating a clash, arrest-
ed the CPI(ML) supporters.
BJP state secretary Rahul Sin-
ha called the protest an attempt to
throttle democracy in the state.
“The Congress tried similar, un-
democratic means in Goa and
Jharkhand — with the CPI(M)’s
support. But the people of Jhark-
hand have taught them a fitting
lesson. We don’t believe in the pol-
itics of retaliation. We will deal
with them politically,” he said.
Modi is also in trouble in his
home state where a section of
BJP legislators have revolted
against his style of functioning,
leading party president L.K. Ad-
vani to say, “Gujarat is among
the best administered states in
the country. The MLAs may dif-
fer with his style but no one com-
plains about his administrative
capacity, his ability, his honesty.”

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Glnsmgh
relents -
on Phase

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DARJEELING, March 12.
— The GNLF today with-
drew its 72-hour strike
threat starting 16 March
with the party chief and
present DGAHC chair-
man, Mr Subash Ghi-
singh, announcing that the
decision was taken as the
state had agreed to its de-
mand to install a caretak-
er to run the council from
26 March. The announce-
ment comes ahead of the
government placing a Bill
in the Assembly to amend
the DGAHC Act on 14
March. The amendment
will create a dispensation
to run the hill council after
the expiry of the General
Council’'s term on 25
March. The amendment
will also drop the word
“Autonomous” from the
council’s nomenclature.
Announcing the decision
to call off the strike after
the meeting of the party’s
central committee at Gym-
khana today, Mr Ghisingh
also expressed his satisfac-
tion at the proposed
change in the nomencla-
ture. “Now, we have no
reason to quarrel with the
state government. They
have met all our demands.
Therefore, our party has
decided to call off the pro-
posed three-day bandh

starting from 16 March,”
said a “grateful” Mr .Ghi-
singh.

The more ominous part
of the of the bandh threat
— shutdown for nearly 90
days spread over until Ju-
ly — remains. “The serial-
bandh programme
remains to ensure that an
alternative to council is
found in the talks between
the Centre, state and the
DGAHC,” the GNLF lead-
er warned.

Asked about the econom-

ASOK SCEPTICAL

SILIGURI, March 12. —
By calling off the propo-
sed 16 March strike, Mr
Subash Ghisingh may be
“reciprocating” the sta-
te’s soft stand, but, the
state urban development
minister Mr Asok Bhat-
tacharya feels otherwise.
“Mr Ghisingh had to wit-
hdraw the strike under
public pressure,” Mr
Bhattacharya said here
today. “The GNLF chief
always resorted to black-
mail to gain power and
retain it. He backtracked
thanks to the popular re-
sistance.” — SNS

ic harm the bandh threats
were causing, Mr Ghi-
singh replied that tourism
and tea were “minor is-
sues.” He 'said: “Against
the larger interest of the
hills, other issues just do
not count. We should think
about the welfare of Dar-

jeeling hills.”
Notwithstanding Mr
Ghisingh’s arguments,

people sighed in relief as
news of the strike with-
drawal spread. The mega-
strike threat of the GNLF
had locals in grips of anxi-
ety, especially this being
the tourist season, besides
the time for exams and
first flush plucking in the
tea gardens.Notably,
braving adverse conse-
quences, around one hun-
dred concerned citizens
had gathered in a town
auditorium yesterday to
speak out against the
bandh threat. They sent
an appeal to the GNLF
and other parties to desist
from calling bandhs. To-
day, the organisers of the
meet thanked the party
for taking a “pro-people
stand” by withdra the
bandh call. /
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Mlmster warns corr

KOLKATA, March 8. — It was $tate
land and land reforms minister Mr
Abdur Rezzak Mollah’s turn today
to threaten disgruntled revenue offi-
cers in his department with exposing
“earth-shattering evidence of cor-

ruption”. “Corruption among a
majority of revenue officers in my
department has crossed the danger
mark,” he said and added: “Right
now, I am a bit cautious about my
moves, but rest assured, I will
explode the bomb at the right
moment.”

Comparing the menace with that
of alcoholics who wouldn’t give up

THE STATESMAN

drinking !Qsplte pemgsmﬁ
Mollah even suggested an antidote:
“These people deserve to be thrown
out with a kick on their butt.” He is
to attend a day-long meeting of his
department’s officers at Alipore
Survey Building tomorrow where he
is to place targets for them for the
next financial year.

Referring to the “veiled threat to
hamper revenue collection” by three
revenue officers’ organisations after
their tiff with him last month, the
minister said: “Whatever happened
between us is a personal matter.
They can’t hold the people of West
Bengal to ransom for that.”

Mr Mollah, when asked whether

A)t officers

e enjoyed the support of the chief
minister and his party in this drive
against corruption, said: “I represent
my party. You can’t sever the two.
Who do you think I am? A non-enti-
ty? 1 am a state committee member.
When the officers came to me with
their demands last month, I found
that the weight of their memoran-
dum was heavier than the work they
do.” Even as he said this, he flung
the weighty file with the memoran-
dum before the reporters present.

But what happens if the officers
refuse to bend at tomorrow’s meet-
ing? “I know how to make people
work. I will quit if I don’t succeed. By
I am sure I will succeed,” he said.
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- Largest haul in

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE j ¢ {tlons) Mr Rajlv Kumar said

KOLKATA, March 5. — In one of the
biggest hauls in recent times, the
state criminal investigation depart-
ment (CID) today seized fake curren-
cy notes worth nearly Rs 22.5 lakh.

Last week, the CID had specific
information that a person would
enter India from Bangladesh with a
cache of fake notes. CID had
obtained the leads while investigat-
ing a fake currency racket busted in
Siliguri on 4 January where two per-
sons were arrested.

Last night, CID officers conducted
a raid at the house of Shankar
Acharya, 43, at Lake View Road in
Tollygunge area. From a suitcase in
his house, wads of fake notes in
denominations of Rs 1,000 and Rs
500 were confiscated leading to
Acharya’s arrest, DIG CID (opera-

Acharya is a former blool bank
employee. He had returned from
Khulna in Bangladesh by road yes-
terday evening. When the sleuths
had initially searched the house and
the suitcase, they drew a blank.
Taking a close look at the suitcase,
one of the officers found that its lid
felt heavy. The sleuths then ripped
off the lid and in the cavity they dis-
covered wads of notes.

The fake notes were printed with
near perfection and even bank offi-
cials could not at the first instance,
make out that they were fake.
According to Mr Kumar, almost all
security features had been incorpo-
rated in the fake notes making it
impossible to distinguish them from
the original. In an ultra-violet search
table, flecks on the fake notes loocked
as good as original.

fake notes

~Test facts

BThe quality of paper of fake
notes is slightly thicker.

BIn an original note, there are
never more than six white seg-
ments on the security thread.

BIn an ulira-violet search table,
the watermark on an original note
showed a deep shade of blue. In
the fake notes, it is fainter.

The CID sleuths are trying to
establish the supply line of the fake
notes. Originally from Bangladesh,
Acharya told police that he went to
the country once every year.
However, from his passport it was
_found that there was discrepancy in
his statement. A Pakistani national
holed up at Howrah, however, man-
aged to elude the CID.

THE STA TESMAN
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Caretaker cry for

Subash Ghisingh

Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, March 5

THE GORKHA National Liberation Front
(GNLF) supremo Subash Ghisingh has once

more ensured that both sides of the coin go*

in his favour. A general council meeting held
on Saturday resolved that Ghisingh should
take charge as a caretaker after the present
tenure of the council ended on March 25. All
DGHC councillors, barring Ghisingh, have
decided to resign on March 21.

After the meeting at the Darjeeling tourist
lodge, Ghisingh said: “All councillors will
surrender their membership along with the
powers and facilities they enjoy. They will
then be in a position to welcome the alterna-
tive to the DGHC that is being discussed by
the three signatories to the DGHC Act (the
Centre, state and the GNLF).” When asked
why he himself wasn’t resigning, Ghisingh
said: “Who would they surrender their
membership and powers to, if I resign?”

He also said the general council had re-
solved accept only Ghisingh as the caretak-
er after the expiry of the DGHC’s term.
“There is a deadlock regarding what will
happen after March 25, as there is no provi-
sion in the DGHC Act to tackle such a situa-
tion with the general council being auto-
matically dissolved after the expiry of the
term. In order to resolve this problem, it has
adopted this stance (to keep Ghisingh as the
caretaker till the DGHC elections are held.”
When asked for how long he would remain
the caretaker, the GNLF chief said he would
stay on till the final settlement of the tripar-
tite review meeting, after which the GNLF
would not oppose any elections.

Ghisingh said some of the suggestions
made by the Centre and the state were not ac-
ceptable to the general council. “The Centre
had prescribed the extension of the council
term by another year through an amend-
ment of the DGHC Act, but both the state
government and I rejected the idea. The
chief minister then suggested that the DGHC
be run by a bureaucrat, but this time the Cen-
tre and I rejected the idea,” he said. The CM,
according to Ghisingh, had also floated the

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES
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idea of running the council by forming a
board. This idea, too, was turned down.

Ghisingh said since there was no provi-
sion in the Act for a caretaker, the state As-
sembly would have to add a clause to make
him one. “Today’s meeting is also a warning
to the state that they should not try to make
any move to run the DGHC without appoint-
ing me the caretaker as the general council
will accept no other alternative. In case they
fail to make this addition to the Act, I will
run the council as a caretaker on the basis of
today’s resolution.”
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uddha calls for
truce mt%h Naxgls

AN
HT Correspondents \

Midnapore, February 26 N\

CHIEF MINISTER Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee has
appealed to Naxalites be-
longing to the Communist
Party of India (Maoist) to
give up violence and join the
mainstream. Bhattacharjee
was addressing a public
meeting at Pidakata near
Lalgarh in West Midnapore
district today.

The CM urged the ac-
tivists of the former Peo-
ple’s War and the Maoist
Communist Centre, outfits
that have merged to form
the CPI(Maoist), to give up
arms and terrorist activi-
ties and to return to normal
life. He promised that his
government would look af-
ter them. This was Bhat-
tacharjee’s most fervent ap-
peal so far to the Maoists for
peace, though extremist at-
tacks on the police and
CPI(M) leaders had intensi-
fied in recent times and the
police were picking up
Maoist - sympathisers
amidst charges of rights vi-
olation.

“We can share the dis-
tress of the common man

'y :

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

and work together to re-
move poverty,” the CM said
in a speech tinged with emo-
tion. . He urged the Maoists
to return to their families
and work for the poor.

When asked whether his
government had received any
overture from the Maoists
and whether he was ready to
hold talks with them, Bhat-
tacharjee said: “I don’t want
to say anything more. Just
watch for further develop-
ments.” He said, henceforth,
the police would not resort to
any repressive measures
against the Maoists.

He said a number of KLO
militants had surrendered
and the state was giving
them jobs. :
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KOLKATA, Feb. 24. — Here’s how the
Left Front government in West Bengal has
been going about implementing reforms in
the state while it rubbishes the Centre for
its attempts to do the same.
B Design for the pilot phase of restructur-
ing began in February 2003 and compieted
in May that year. Sent to the Centre for
approval in the same month. State received
Centre’s approval in November 2003 and
%Jproached the DFID for lay-off funds.
FID released its first lot of grants for the
pilot project’s prelude phase later that
month.
W The Prelude Phase of the Pilot Project
was initiated in December 2003. Two com-
panies under the public enterprise depart-
ment — Indian Paper Pulp Limited and
Sunderban Sugar Beet — were identified
for closure. Employees accept the ERS
package, sponsored--in entirety by the
DFID, at the end of that month.
B In February 2004 the state received Ce-
ntre’s nod for restructuring 16 PSUs incl-
uding seven Webel subsidiaries which were
treated as one enterprise and the Great
Eastern Hotel. DFID disbursed its share of
87.5 per cent money in the same month.
W The industrial reconstruction depart-
ment carried forward restructuring of
Britannia Engincering Ltd, Titagarh, in
Se /m%mbu 2004. Apollo leper and five
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V&Zebel\ubsxdlanes clos?& down (money
disbursed) in the same month. Two Webe!
subsidiaries were selected for joint venture.
The restructuring of Rs 840 crore financial
liabilities of three other units —
Westinghouse Saxby Farmers, Durgapur
Chemicals Limited and Gluconate Health
Limited — which are to be retained under
government ownership by downsizing
workforce also gets underway during this
time.
B January 2005: Great Eastern Hotel
employees offered ERS. State Cabinet
finalises closure of Krishna Silicate and
Glass, and approves sale of 74 per cent
equity stake to private hands for Engel
India and West Bengal Chemical
Industries.
B February 2005: Great Eastern Hotel
Authority approves package. Employees
resist, but government determined to push
through deal.

For companies such as Neo Pipes and
Tubes, Carter Pooler and West Bengal
Plywood, the government has decided to -
re-advertise for expression of interests
from private parties though each of them
received qualified bidders in the first
effort. The process for JV transfer is cur-
rently on with National Irop and Steel
Company Limited ar
Lily Biscuits, like
Glass, had no biddér
plosed down.
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Ghisingh blows

Hints at trouble if hIS(?
demands are not met

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, February 24

SUBASH GHISINGH,
Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) supremo and
the DGHC chairman, re-
mains unruffled by the state
government’s decision to
appoint an administrator
after the extended term of
the DGHC board expires on
March 25

The Gorkha leader’s
statement here today while
on his way to Darjeeling
from Delhi suggests that
hill politics may -sink into
chaos and uncertainty, if
the state government goes
ahead with its decision.

Ghisingh, who returned
today from Delhi after at-
tending the third tripartite
meeting to review the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Hill Council
Accord of 1988, addressed a
press conference here in
which he hinted of political
turmoil, if the election was
held before finding an alter-
native to the DGHC. Ghis-
ingh also ridiculed the
state’s move to appoint an
administrator after March
25, saying there was no pro-
vision in the 1988 DGHC
memorandum of settle-
ment for appointing an ad-
ministrator after the expiry
of the council’s term.

Alleging that the Center

and the state had imposed -

the DGHC on him in 1988,
Ghisingh said he wanted a
review of the memorandum
and that the GNLF wouldn’t
accept any patchwork.
Without spelling out what
the alternative was, he said
the options were contained
in Articles 371, 3A, 1-3C and

under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution. The ball
was now in the Centre's
court, he said, and warned
the Hills would enter a state
of “political stalemate”, if
attempts were made to hold
elections without finding
an alternative to the DGHC.
When asked to specify what
he really wanted, Ghisingh
said he had placed the op-
tions before the Centre.

The GNLF chief re-
mained non-committal on
whether his party would
take part in the council elec-
tion if it was announced or
if he resigned from the
DGHC chairmanship after
an administrator was ap-
pointed. “When the review
meeting has already start-
ed, other issues, including
the election, automatically
gets dropped and sup-
pressed,” he said. But was-
n’'t his refusal to allow the
election an undemocratic
gesture? “The review meet-
ing itself is democratic,” he
said.

Although he hinted of po-
litical disturbances if the
government stuck to its
stand, Ghisingh stopped
short of saying whether the
GNLF would launch an agi-
tation. He said this was no
time for confrontation, but
“if we are given a wrong
thing as an alternative, we
would return it back”, he
added.

Back in Darjeeling,
Ghisigh repeated his warn-
ing to the state and the Cen-
tre for the benefit of his fol-
lowers. There could be no
election, he stressed, unless
the government found an al-
ternative council.
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Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, February 24

WHILE CHIEF minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
held a meeting with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
today in New Delhi, to find a
solution to the DGHC elec-
tion crisis, the Peoples’ De-
mocratic Front (PDF) and
the CPI(M) singled out the
Congress as the main force
backing Ghisingh.
“Ghising is pressing his
‘no election’ bargain with
the backing of the Con-
gress. The Congress has a
soft corner for him, as he
supported the party’s candi-
date in the last parliamen-
tary election,” alleged

L1

SUBASH GHISINGH AND BUDDHADEB BHATTACHARIEE

Cong blamed for Hill impasse

Shyam Pradhan, a DYFI
state committee member.
Meanwhile, the youth
wings of three constituent
parties of the PDF and the
CPI(M) today formed a
Youth Coordination Com-
mittee consisting of 13
members from the DYFI
(CPI-M), DRYF (CPRM),
GNLF-C Youth Wing and
Tarun Gorkha (AIGL). The
committee plans to pursue
long-term goals of achiev-
ing peace, democracy and
development in the Hills.
The committee has also
pledged support to all the
demands raised by their
parent parties (the CPIM
and PDF alliance) and has
vowed to confront the GNLF

25 FEB 2003

if it tried to disrupt peace in
the Hills.

Meanwhile, with elec-
tions within March 25 now
seeming impossible, as it re-
quires a minimum of 33
days from the date of the of-
ficial announcement to the
day of the polling and the
Madhaymik and Higher
Secondary Examinations
starting on February 25 and
March 22, the Opposition
have demanded the dissolu-
tion of the general council
and the appointment of an
administrator. The opposi-
tion (excluding the Con-
gress) wants a bureaucrat
rather a politician to hold
that post. “We want a sen-

ior, efficient, fearless and

tin Darjeelin

neutral administrator, who
in no way has had any pre-
vious connection with the
Darjeeling Hills. It should
not be Subash Ghising, as
he is the one who encour-
aged the irregularities and
corruption in the function-
ing of the DGHC,” said N.C.
Khaling, a PDF leader.

The BJP’s Darjeeling dis-
trict committee, too, raised
similar demands in its exec-
utive meeting today. The
BJP, however, alleged that
the state government would
try to appoint a pro-CPI(M)
administrator.

The BJP meet felt that the
Trinamool Congress should
it in demanding an impar-
tial administrator.
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Resign, CPM

tells Ghisingh

.

Q’ a:\/ { i
Y

THE CPIM) has asked Subash
Ghisingh to resign as chairman
of Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
cil if he doesn’t want polls to it to
be held within 25 March.

Twenty-four hours after the
second tripartite meeting to dis-
cuss demands raised by the
GNLF president failed, CPI(M)’s
Darjeeling district secretary S.P.
Lepcha said Ghisingh should re-
sign as DGHC chairman and the
council should be dissolved and
an administrator.

“It is astonishing that Ghis-
ingh wants to remain in control
of DGHC without holding elec-
tions to it. He is functioning in an
undemocratic manner and de-
ceiving the people of Darjeeling
Hills with irrelevant talk and foul
games,” Lepcha said. Elections
should be held in due time to up-

“hold democracy, peace and devel-
opment in the region, he said.

The tripartite meeting in Del-
hi between Ghisingh, West Ben-
gal chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and Union home
minister Shivraj Patil ended in a
deadlock with Ghisingh insist-
ing that elections to the DGHC
were secondary.

State urban development min-
ister Asok Bhattacharya on Fri-
day criticised Ghisingh for re-
fusing to allow elections before
March 25. The DGHC board, he
said, is already on a one-year ex-

Pramod Giri :
Siliguri, February 18

tension and its term expires on.

March 25. There is no provision
for the present council to remain
in power after March 25, he said.

A

Subash Ghisingh

The government, he said, is
ready to accept the reasonable
demands of Ghisingh because it
wants to maintain peace in the
hills. But Ghisingh is making
things difficult by his adamant
attitude. After March 25, he
wouldn’t have the mandate-to
rule the hills, Bhattacharya said.

The minister said the CPI(M)
and other Opposition parties
would undertake a village-to-vil-
lage campaign to make people

aware about the need to hold

DGHC elections on time.

Basuspeak

Jyoti Basu, during whose tenure
as chief minister the Darjeeling
accord was signed, on Friday said
Subash Ghisingh should not
raise the bogey of a separate
Gorkhland again. Basu alleged
that Ghisingh was averse to hol-
ding DGHC polls as he had prob-
lems in his GNLF.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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 Shivraj Patil fails to broker agreement

.Deadlock on hill

(\‘\/

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 17: A last-
ditch attempt to end the stand-
off over elections to the au-
tonomous Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council involving the
Centre proved unsuccessful.
In the presence of home
mmxster hiveaj Patil, couneil

Chlef ministér Buddhadeb Bh-
attacharjee could not come to
an agreement on what should
come first — elections before
the March 25 deadline or are-
view of the council’s powers.

National security adviser
M.K. Narayanan hinted that
the polls might not be held be-
fore the deadline, a possibility
Patil was alive to.

“If the elections are not
held within the deadline, both
of them will have to decide
how to go about it,” he said.

Bhattacharjee and the Gor-
kha National Liberation Front
leader had come to Delhi for a
tripartite meeting with Patil
that was expected to throw up

<Ghisingh and'

a solution to the dispute.

They first decided on an in-
formal meeting among them-
selves — without teams of offi-
cials — to work out a broad
outline of the points of agree-
ment. Narayanan joined them.
This interaction, expected to
last about 15 minutes, went on
for alittle over an hour but nei-
ther side was willing to budge
from its stand.

A visibly unhappy Patil
only said the talks were held in
a frank and cordial atmos-
phere. If that left any doubts,
Bhattacharjee and Ghisingh
took turns to make it clear the
deadlock continued.

Bhattacharjee said he had
assured “we are ready to disc-
uss any problem under the sun
but we want to hold the ele-
ctions within the timeframe”
and uphold parliamentary de-
mocracy. “That is my request,”
he said in a brief statement.

Ghisingh — unlike Bhat-
tacharjee, who had a flight to
catch in less than 40 minutes
— went to great lengths to em-
phasise his point. Elections

*“goun 9elect10ns

will not help the hill people,
more power and funds would,
he said.

“1 did not come here for
elections,” he said, question-
ing the wisdom of putting in
place an elected body that
would be as powerless as the
existing board.

He insisted on devolution
of powers, including control
over police. But a source said
that if the Centre had not giv-
en the council control over the
police when it was created ne-
arly 15 years ago, there was lit-
tle chance of the state govern-
ment giving in to his demand.

As news of the stalemate
reached the hills, leaders of
the CPM and the anti-Ghisin-
gh People’s Democratic Front
vented their frustration.

The CPM is expected to ho-
1d a special Darjeeling secre-
tariat meeting tomorrow und-
er municipal affairs minister
Asok Bhattacharya. “We will
decide on our course of action
on the DGHC election tomor-
row,” CPM state committee
member Jibitesh Sarkar said.

THE TELEGRAPH

18 FEB 2005



‘“OHOJ 243 1spun
A10m Q4 241 Jey Japio jond
-x3 pue syutad mxe) pure snq ansst
01 1y8ut ‘sanfedun Suraalrecy
pue Suodwiey] ‘Fuossiny 107
spurg 3sImgsip o1 1amod “sease
1Ty 10} S19Ye3] 3n1da1 01 Tamod
apRUT PAASY sey SuISIYO et
spuBwp Jofew ay) JO SWOS
“19p10q edaN-opu] sy
uo owstp Sureslrey ur ey
-UBq WO PASILIE JI0M SISIOBJN
9313 ‘19q03100) 1SR AUQ TeSusg’
1S9M JO SUOISIAIDGNS UeABR[RW
-IH Syl o Sunjesus usaq
aary S1stoeA] Ing Tedon m Aouss
-TOWIE I0] Paau Ay} pPajeooape
Auado pey Suisiyo ‘pOoz Ut e1p
-usueAn) Suryf yns Sunaow e e
1By} pajedIpt dary suoday]
(1s10RN “ISTUU
GSIXIR]N)  AMBJ  ISIUNLUWIO))

ueInyg oY) pue eIpuy Jo JUOLY
opeIoowa(] [euoneN asdedaN
paseq-leSuag  yuoN Ayl
[iw S SUIYsIQeIsa SISIoBy
fedaNl a1 jo suodar waaq
asey o1yl “A[dreonop pastod
st Surfealred] Sy Y3 U1 oueu
-20s SuiBueyo 3587 913 UJ “SISIORIA]
im  pagqouqoy  Afear 10
Ser 9y ‘Mou 1} ‘asnedsaq Jursiyo)
QJBUALE O} JUeMm JOU S30p $$013
-uoy) a3 ‘Aes 213y s20IN0OS
"WIY 0 1340 papuet] aq ; sonod
111 [013U0 01, IS5 sty Fuipnpo
-U1 ‘SPUBLLISP STY BT} JUISISUL 81

Sursiyo) ing “ssa001d suRIdOWAP,

ay 03 acueoyrufis yea1d Sumyoe)

-1 ST JUOLY YT SY T *SZ YOIeIAl -

Aq pajordwios 2q 03 2By pnom

‘suotsiaord [eSa] 03 Swpico

-O® ‘SUOTDAJ3 [IDUNOD Iy Ay T,
"ABMPBIY NI 9PEW UBWINRYD

OHOJd 3y pue ehreyeneyg
uaomlaq Sunesw Arpediq ise)
S, "SUOHBINSP [euLIo] 25a1y)
78 SUISTYO) JOINO JUSUNIUIUC ALre
128 03 yyrogyI 81 :0180] oy 1, eI

\

37— - "Bl Jey) J8 pueleLpHOD) JO Bl)s sjesedas B Jo) puely
-8 S} papJedsip ey 4T IND SUl pamous picaoe aui ples ehieydeleug
sousy Justudoiana(y uedqin Joj eisia [ebuag 1sem Aepo) sisietinof
0} JusLLBIPSS JO WnpUBIoWSLL a4y jo Ad0a B Buussesd euiuisnch
febueg jsep ey} woyj uonoee: Buoss pasebbi euweers sBuisiyy
BuiSiuY pue nseg OAP ‘YBUIS BING JeISIUIL BLUOK

uon usy} pepnjou; seojeubls ey ‘886 | G2 Ainf uo paubls sem pioo
-08 9HOA oy ‘Buliesiieg u Buisiyo pies 85In0d enp u; pueRYLOD

185 pinom em pestwioid nseg 'gee | ul, I pesiwoid pey nseg NoAr

- WO Jswio; Buikes puejeipio jo elEls sieledes € 10} puBwIep SIY POAIA
-8 ABpsaupap Uo BuSIYD Useyang uewIByd SHOQ Pue Jepes] 1IND
‘Repsinyy 40} PeINPeyos aues 8y} pue OHOH( 8yl ‘JusuiLIeAc [Bbueg
1S9M 81 usemieq Bugeeus siLedU} SU} 10 OAS BUJ O IWEYHION B

%/ ¢ pueuiap puejeyyI0n SarALl SIS

*

pieoq uo Suisiyy }oS 0} eiuo

-0§ Y Juauumodde s 1oysunu
JOMyd 2ty 03 dUEdHIISIS 191813
Sumpoene st juowrurasof [ef
-uag] 1S90 3y Ing “ekreyoeneyg
pue SISO ied feIamg 1Sy

WO 433M13q Jo[g YUON I8
Sunosw ampredin eAqpamofjoy aq
0} §1 BIUOg yim Juposu sy,
"paeBar sy uy , djay ssusura,,
JO 3G pInod ewiog Jaryo Aued
oy3 se puy “Supjurys s Juisiyo
souanfur o) uonisod 1s3q A1
UL ST $S2ISU0D) 181 2491(2q YU}
SUR JND 23 Se [lam se uon
-eXSIUIUpPE [BFUag 1Sap Y T,
FIND a3 won podduns aan
-OB [[)Im Tedf 1se] 1838 eyqes JO']
Suxaireq 2u) uom Ared oy pue
$$218U00) 343 Yam puoq e pagio}
sey Susiyo) ‘vewwLRYd IOUNCY)
I Byppion) Surasfrey oy uodn
[teasid pue 20170 197 3sn 03 19y
98I pure eIUOG 139U 0 PANPAYDS
ST vAlegoepeyqg ‘moriowqy,
‘sany3ie oy w1 ySnomp juam
1S2IUN JO 93€18 2Y) O} LINIAIT SO

eSusg

-dns sy pue Smsiyn ey aIns
-U2 0 ayexadsap st JuDWwUIIA0S
2Je3s U3 ‘Ut FUD{EIUS SISIOBIA] JO
suodar pue fedaN Suumoqusioy
u usBrows s puy
‘19U JOU 1M
spurewap Furpuad sty Jt suonospo
JIOUROD 1Y YoTBJA] 91 BOOA0Q 0)
Suruarearyy Sursiyo) qum wese
Buipealreq ur Sumaiq uasq sey
3[qnoL, "[0NUoS 13pun ‘Sursiyn)

yseqng ‘ssoq JUOL] uoneraqry

[euoueN eyyron 3y Suuq 0y
puen) eruos uosiadreyd vin
wog woddns o3 premioj Surjoo]
s1 eliegoeneyqg

qepeyppng
IISWA - Ja1yDy
- L84
@’éﬂ . )
\%ﬁ AHVYNY834 IHI3Q M3IN

-fod Sumaa(rey 3] 30u 0p ﬁt&% PVUVAWNIVIN HSOLdIa

S sdej eyppng

17 FEB 2003

'NDIAN EXPRESS



“Ghisingh for Gorkhaland,

Buddhadeb Waénts

HT Correspondent & PTI
Darjeeling/Siliguri,
February 14

WEST BENGAL Chief Min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee today said that
the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council (DGHC) elections
would be held and there
were no legal complications
about it. He did not, howev-
er, specify whether the elec-
tion would be held within
March 26 as per the DGHC
Act. He said the date would
be finalised after the third
tripartite meeting in Delhi
on March 17.

Bhattacharjee told re-
porters after holding a
meeting with parties oppos-
ing the GNLF — Akhil
Bharatiya Gorkha League
(ABGL), Communist Party
of Revolutionary Marxists
(CPRM), GNLF(C) and
CPI(M) here — that he had
no knowledge of the exis-
tence of two hill councils
DGHC and DGAHC (Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Au-
tonomous Hill Council, as
was being claimed by the
GNLF chief Subash
Ghisingh.

He clarified that the elec-
tion would be held for the
DGHC and not DGAHC. The
word ‘Autonomous’ was in-

Wi

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

troduced in the nomencla-
ture following recommen-
dation of a high-powered
committee, which was
agreed to by Ghisingh him-
self. However; Ghisingh was
now claiming that he had
not given his consent to the
change of the nomencla-
ture, the chief minister
said. The word ‘au-
tonomous’ would now be
withdrawn from the nomen-
clature of the council in the
next 24 hours, he said.

The CM said that the
state government was going
to conduct the DGHC polls
and Ghisingh, as chairman

polls

of /DGHC, should not have

y objections.

After attending the meet-
ing, CPRM leader Tamang
Dawa Lama, ABGL presi-
dent Madan Tamang (who
is also the president of the
People’s Democratic
Front), CPI(M) leader S. P.
Lepcha and GNLF(C) leader
D. K. Pradhan expressed
satisfaction at the outcome
of the talks with the CM.

Dawa Lama said his par-
ty CPRM would go for seat
adjustment with the
CPI(M), though the CPRM
had ideological differences.

The leaders of the PDF
demanded that elections be
held within the March 25. If
this was not possible, they
said in a memorandum pre-
sented to the CM, an admin-
istrator should be appoint-
ed to run the council after
its term expired. “The CM
has assured us that elec-
tions will be held within the
March 25,” he claimed. |
When asked what course
the PDF would take in case
the elections were not held
within that date, Tamang
said the PDF would then
take to the streets and begin
a series of agitation if the
government failed to hold
election before the expiry of
the council’s tenure.

BJP to contest 8 DGHC‘seatﬁ/

HT Correspondent
Darjeeling, February 14:

AFTER BEING in near oblivion for long,
the BJP has finally decided to make its
presence felt in the Darjeeling Hills.

During the last parliamentary election,
infighting within the party had left it a di-
vided house. Though a constituent of the
Peoples’ Democratic Front (PDF), the party
distanced itself from the PDF soon after the
Lok Sabha poll. Now it is gearing up for the
DGHC election.

“The BJP wants the DGHC elections to
be held within March 26 and wants it to be
conducted in a free and fair manner,” says
G.S8. Yonzone, president, Darjeeling district
BJP (Hills). The party has decided to con-
test eight DGHC seats.

The BJP’s election plank would be an-
nounced soon, Yonzone said. The BJE, how-

ever, has decided to go it alone and would
have no alliance with the People’s Democra-
tic Front. “As of now, we are building a good
party base in the Hills, especially in the tea
gardens and rural areas,” says Yonzone.
Analysts here say the PDF’s prospects
will not be affected if the BJP contests the
polls alone. In fact, under the present cir-
cumstances, the PDF would not press the
BJP to join the front. The PDF was formed
on February 6 last year with the All India
Gorkha League (AIGL), Communist Party
of Revolutionary Marxist (CPRM), GNLF-
C, BJP and the Congress. T o fight the
GNLE the PDF recently announced a “seat-
sharing alliance” with the CPI(M). Howev-
er, the precondition set by the Marxists is
that they would not have an alliance with
any “non-secular force”. The Congress, of
late, has also served its ties with the PDF,
leaving four constituent parties in the PDFE.
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~ Civic polls edge out UPA at Left rally

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Feb. 12. — For

three days they have been

werghing the hits and misses

»f the state’s politics and

sovernment.  But  today,

~tanding before a gathering
+f over 1,00,000 people the

UPI-M top brass set the tone

for the coming civic elections

of Kolkata and the state.
, There Avas only one passing
! refergnce to the Trinamul
for the remaining three
hoprs at the rally, the lead-
dissected the Congress’
eak points and the UPA
government’s economic poli-
cies.

Among the speakers at the
meet, Mr Jyoti Basu was the
only one who felt “the need to
throw out the bad elements
that have entered the ranks”.
Then he switched back to the
failures of the Congress and
“the critical time the country
is passing through”.

Painting a rosy picture of
Bengal and its progress in IT,
agriculture and food process-
ing industries, chief minister
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee offered sops to the urban
poor and slum dwellers.

“The successive Congress
governments in Delhi did
nothing for Bengal but
looked after the other states.
We have to invite investors,
telling them that the rural
population has the purchas-
ing power and there is an
Enghsh speaking, computer-

ot enough. We have to
after the slum-dwellers
well — give them water,
ood and shelter and set up
self-help groups. Unlike
Mumbai, the poor will not be
thrown out of Kolkata. That
is a promise,” Mr Bhatta-
charjee said.

CLEAN-UP CALL

KOLKATA, Feb. 12. — The
CPI-M today announced th-
at the litters created by its
supporters at the Maidan
will be cleared within 24
hours. “We are different fr-
om the other parties. Our
volunteers will clean the
mess within a day,” Left
Front chairman Mr

Biman Bose said after the
rally. — SNS

Mr Bhattacharjee ended
his speech by referring to the
Chinese economy, his pet
topic.

“Both India and China
started from scratch. But Ja-
waharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi failed while Mao
succeeded. Since people of
the state know the Congress
too well, they won’t allow the
Congress to enter Bengal,”
he said.

Mr Anil Biswas said that
he expects that Lok Sabha
elections victory will be re-
peated in the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation polls.
“Enthused by its success in
the Lok Sabha polls in the
other states, the Congress is
trying to enter Bengal. We
cannot allow that.”

CPI-M general secretary
Mr Harkishen Singh Sur-
jeet cautioned the party not
to become complacent, “W-
hat the government has
done is not enough. It
should always look after the
development of the people,”
he said.

Politburo member Mr Pra-
kash Karat strongly criti-
cised divestment in
profit-making PSUs and
banks. “We are giving them
time to rectify their ways
and follow the spirit of the
common minimum pro-
gramme, Mr Karat said.

Flower traders at
recerving end

MIDNAPORE, Feb. 12. -—
Today’s CPI-M rally at Brigade
Parade ground came as a severe
blow to the flower traders of Mid-
napore East and West, Howrah,
Nadia and North 24-Parganas
who could not transport their fare
to meet tomorrow’s demand for
Saraswati Puja.

Secretary of Sara Bangla Phool
Chashi O Phool Babsayee Samiti
Mr Narayan Chandra Nayak said
it was a very important day for
the flower traders as tomorrow is
Saraswati Puja and there is a
huge demand for flowers.

Traders from Kolaghat, Deulia,
Panskura, Debra, Khukurdaha,
Kesapat and several other places
of Midnapore East and West, De-
ulti, Ghoraghata and Bagnan of
Howrah, places in Nadia and Th-
akurnagar of North 24-Parganas
were supposed to bring flowers to
the Mallikghat flower market in

Kolkata.

These traders expected that the
sale before Saraswati Puja would
somewhat help them to revive the
loss they incurred during the
rains early this month. But most
of them failed to come to Kolkata
today as about 90 per cent of the
private buses between Kolkata
and these places, were requisitio-
ned by the CPI-M to ferry their
party cadres to the rally, Mr
Nayak alleged.

With so few buses, the traders
could not bring the flowers to the
city market, where they would
have got a good price for the flow-
ers, tomorrow being Saraswati
Puja, samiti cashier Mr Bapi
Mandal said.

The traders prefer buses to
trains ag they would have to
spend around Rs 150 more on
baskets to carry the flowers to the
stations. — SNS

SOUGATA MUKHOPADHYAY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Feb. 12. — Going by the
Delimitation Commission’s draft on
realignment of constituencies, chief
minister Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee and Trinamul chief Miss
Mamata Banerjee will have an easy
win from the Jadavpur Assembly
and South Kolkata Parliamentary
seats respectively, when they face
the electorate next time.

Miss Banerjee’s comfort has been
ensured with the commission decid-
ing not to include the new Metiab-
ruz Assembly constituency — a
strong-hold of the CPI-M — in her
domain. Instead, it has been placed
under the Diamond Harbour con-
stituency in South 24-Parganas.

Nonetheless, the Trinamul su-
premo still has a tough challenge:
now that the Kolkata North-East
and the Kolkata North-West seats
are merged into the single seat, Kol-
kata North, she has to find an alter-
native nest for Mr Ajit Panja before
the next Lok Sabha polls.

After delimitation of seat, Kolkata
has two Parliamentary seats in-
stead of three and 11 Assembly seg-
ments instead of earlier 21, This has
left the Trinamul Congress to decide
between Mr Ajit Panja and Mr Sub-
rata Mukherjee for the Kolkata
North seat.

In the Lok Sabha polls 2004, Mr
Panja won a little over 37 per cent of
the votes, losing to CPI-M’s Md Sal-
im from Kolkata North-East and Mr
Mukherjee lost to Mr Sudhangshu
Sil by securing only around 30 per
cent of the votes from the Kolkata
North-West seat.

Miss Banerjee will also have some-
thing to grumble on as two of her
strongholds, Sonarpur and Chow-
ringhee Assembly segments. have

HE SWEATS HE SAYS... SV© % )

.

...though not in that order. In fact, finance minister
Mr Asim Dasgupta was snapped feeling the heat
after chief minister Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
(right) started making his point at the CPM rally on
the Maidan on Saturday. (Below) If it’s a Left rally,
it’s but natural that buses requisitioned to ferry in,
and out, the suburban supporters will have the pick
of the parking choice in Kolkata. — Shyamal Maitra,
Rajib De and Arijit Sen

now been included in the Jadavpur
and Kolkata North seats respective-
ly. Instead of Sonarpur and Chow-
ringhee, she now has Behala East,
Behala West, Kasba (geographlcally
in South 24- Parganas) and the
freshly-constituted Kolkata Port As-
sembly segments in her constituen-
cy, all of them being strong-holds of
the Left.

In the 2004 Parliamentary polls,
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KOLKATA, Feb. 12. — Revolution, it
seems, is dying out. What'’s left is
only arrogance.

Ambulances caught in traffic snarl,
commuters stuck in the snarls for
eternity, corporate executives
delayed for the all-important meet-
ing. This was the general scene on
the roads, thanks to the CPM meet
at the Brigade Parade ground. But,
nobody could care less and no one
was there to do anything about it.
Not even policemen to take care of
the mess by diverting the vehicles to
different routes.

Kolkata traffic police said that
most of the city roads were choked
from 12.30 p.m. to 2 p.m., especially
those near the Shahid Minar,
Maidan.

Instead of monitoring the situation
on the road, the DC (traffic) was sta-
tioned at the rally ground for most of
the time. The unusually lean police
presence on the day of a huge rally
took commuters by surprise. Police
officers could not be spotted even at
important intersections of the city.

Most of the senior IPS officers were
at the Brigade ground. The few
policemen found on the roads were
either chatting in the shade or rest-
ing in the cooler confines of their
vehicles.

Obviously, the CPI-M comrades,
heading towards the venue of their
meet, took over the city for about
seven hours bringing traffic to a
halt. The participants of the rally
had the entire city to themselves and
walked right through the middle of
the road.

Cracking lewd jokes, mouthing
abuses instead of slogans, the com-
rades walked down the .road.

Occasionally, one could hear a feeble
voice raising a slogan but his com-
rades hardly bothering to join him.
Most of the participants hardly
cared but they did not stop their
march to the venue.

Some of comrades even advised
people waiting at bus stops to walk
to their destination.

Buses could hardly be spotted.
Autorickshaws were even fewer.
Most had been requisitioned to carry
rallyists to the rally. Around 500
buses and 200 matador-vans ferried
the rallyists to the ground. And once
at their destination, the buses were
parked in the middie of the road
with no policeman dering to take
action.

Trucks and private buses, carrying
the participants choked almost all
the major thoroughfares of the city.

“Why do you people ask the same
question at every rally? The common
man is always at the receiving end.
Unlike my neighbours, who decided
to stay indoors, I tried to reach my
office in central Kolkata and now I
have been stranded in Central
Avenue since last one hour, All I can
do is wait,” said Mr Arunanshu
Chatterjee, whose car was stuck in
the traffic congestion. — SNS

Win some, lose some in new seat share \ /ﬁ*

..‘.4 o v2,82|472
“ O

22,23, 25,
39, 40,

5. 1

Average Population: 2,74,794

the Trinamul chief, won a lead of
18,225 votes from Sonarpur and
12,377 votes from Chowringhee
against her CPI-M rival contestant,

Mr Rabin Deb.

Chief minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s Assembly segment,
Jadavpur in South 24-Parganas,
now seems to be more secured than
ever. This segment comprise 10
KMC wards eight of which have sit-

ting CPI-M councillors. Ward no. 96
is under Mr Debabrata Mazumder
of the BJP and ward no. 106 is un-
der Mr Jyotiprasanna Das Thakur
of the Trinamul.

The Assembly constituencies
which would cease to exist after the
proposed realignment are Tolly-
gunge, the seat of Leader of the Op-
position Mr Pankaj Banerjee,
Dhakuria, that of Trinamul leader

Mr Saugata Roy and Sealdah, that
of Congress leader Mr Somen Mitra.

The other constituencies facing
obliteration are the Jorabagan seat
held by CPI-M’s Mr Parimal Biswas,
Burrabazar held by Trimaul’s Tapas
Roy, Bowbazar held by the dissident
Trinamul leader Mrs Nayna Ban-
dyopadhyay, Kabitirtha held by
Congress’ Mr Ram Pyare Ram, Ali-
pore held by acbor-turned-’l‘nnamul

activist Tapas Paul, Taltala held by
CPI-M's Mr Debesh Das, Vidyasa-
gar held by CPI-M’s Mr Anadi
Shaw, Burtola held by Trinamul’s

Mr Sadhan Pande and Belgachia
West held by Mr Rajdeo Goala of the
CPI-M. }

The two new Assembly segments
in Kolkata — Bhownipore and Kol-
kata Port — will be included in the
Kolkata South segment.
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"Gifts & Ghisingh growl

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Feb. 8: Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s meeting with
Subash Ghisingh ended today
with the GNLF chief walking
out of Writers’ Buildings in a
huff, reiterating that he did
not want elections in the hills.

“If you, after hearing me,
still want to hold the elections,
goahead anddoit.... Letitbea
one-sided affair,” Ghisingh to-
1d the chief minister before le-
aving his office this morning.

The Darjeeling Gorkha Hi-
1 Council (DGHC) is schedul-
ed to go to polls by March 25.

The meeting, which lasted
over an hour and ended in a
virtual fiasco, started on a wa-
rm note. Bhattacharjee gave
Ghisingh a shola image of Du-
rga and the Gorkha leader gift-
ed ashawl. “I may be acommu-
nist and an atheist but thisisa
work of art,” asmiling Bhatta-
charjee told Ghisingh.

It did not take too long for
the bonhomie to ebb with the
hill leader insisting that the
GNLF would not participate
in the poll process till “prob-
lems affecting the council” are
sorted out.

“I don’t understand why he
(Ghisingh) is not wanting elec-
tions in the hills despite the
fact that I have agreed to ac-
cede to all his demands con-
cerning the council. I am run-
ning out of time as we have to
complete the entire election
process by March 26,” Bhat-
tacharjee said later.

He added that both Union
home minister Shivraj Patil
and defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee were briefed about
the outcome of the talks.

8,

The state has alreadychx

nded the DGHC’s term twi
“We are ready to hold the elect-
ions before the deadline expi-
res, but Ghisingh cited ISI acti-
vities and some other probie-
ms as an excuse to defer the
polls. I cannot subscribe to his
logic. Elections were held even
in Kashmir, a hub of ISI activi-
ties,” the chief minister said.
However, Bhattacharjee al-
so made it clear he did not wa-
nt the elections “without Ghis-
ingh’s consent”. He said: “Ghi-
singh told me he would consu-
1t lawyers. I can wait a few mo-
re days presuming that good

ill leader walks out
of Writers’ in

Bhattacharjee suggested
that another meeting among
the three signatories — the Ce-
ntre, the state and the GNLF —
to the DGHC accord of 1988 co-
uld be arranged, as suggested
by Ghisingh, to look into the
problems affecting the coun-
cil, only if he agrees to partici-
pate in the polls.

The chief minister said he
accepted most of Ghisingh’s
demands — that of a CBI pro-
be into an assassination atte-
mpt on him, of recharting
some of the territories under

Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad
into the council and of an
arrangement to get funds
directly from Delhi. “But I did
not concede when he demand-
ed that Darjeeling be declared
tribal land. Many Nepalese
live in Darjeeling. How can it
be a tribal land?” he asked.
“Ghisingh told me that he
did not want the word ‘auton-
omous’ in the DGHC... I offer-
ed to drop it in an hour, but sti-
11 he refused to accept the elect-
ions,” said Bhattacharjee.

The GNLF chief said the
council had become a “child
afflicted with polio, which can-
not stand on its own”.

“I told the chief minister
that the council is in suspen-
ded animation. Its defects have
to be repaired and more pow-
ers delegated.”

THE TELEGRAPK ( 9 FEB 2005
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICEQ ©
KOLKATA, Feb. 5. — Within 16
hours of her abduction near her
Salt Lake residence, college stu-
dent Rurna Jhawar, 20, was found
and returned to her parents.

“I am very happy to be back
home safe and sound,” an appar-
ently relaxed Ruma who was
chewing gum said in a brief five-
minute appearance before a bat-
tery of mediapersons.

Four persons have been det-
ained, said the ADG (CID) Mr RK
Mohanty. They include Ruma’s
friends and the person who sold
her the SIM card of her cell
phone. She had met these friends
on the Net. Some of them
belonged to a different communi-
ty. Her family had objected to her
association with them.

There is speculation as to
whether the abductors were
known to her. Police are checking
the antecedents of her male
friends. “It is likely that some of
her male friends could have been

¢ involved. They knew she came
¢ from a rich family and could have

tried to cash in on that with the

© help of professional criminals,”

said a senior police officer.

Ruma was interrogated at the
CID headquarters at Bhabani
Bhavan. She was grilled for hours
in the evening again. The central
processing unit (CPU) of Ruma’s
computer was brought to Bhabani
Bhavan for examination. Police
are also checking call details of
her mobile phone.

IG (law and order) Mr Chayan
Mukherjee, said: “It is a clear case

i of kidnap for ransom. However,
. no ransom was paid.” The abduc-

tors demanded Rs 50 lakh and

\ later scaled it down to Rs 20 lgkgl.
v

A speewsd task force, headed b
the ADG (CID), has been formed.
It comprises IG (South Bengal)
Mr Vageesh Mishra, DIG (Pres-
idency ‘range) Mr Hermanpreet

' Singh, DIG CID (operations) Mr

Rajeev Kumar, SP North 24-
Parganas Mr Praveen Kumar, DC
(DD) Mr Peeyush Pandey and DC
(ESD) Mr Jawaid Shameem.

A call made at 8.20 p.m. yester-
day was tracked to the Phulbagan
area. By 9 p.m., a police team com-

AN

SN

Buy freedo

KOLKATA, Feb. 5. — Ruma
Jhawar was rescued from her
abductors by paying a hefty
ransom. Although the police
and family members denied
that ransom was paid, sources
said that between Rs 15 lakh
and Rs 20 lakh was given to
the kidnappers. Family friend
and lawyer of the Jhawars, Mr
Partha Mazumdar said: “We
were not fully confident of the
police. We didn’t have full faith.
So, we entered into negotia-
tions. But no ransom was paid.”
The abducto?s fixed five places
to take the ransom money,
including the Bhutnath temple
at Nimtalla, CR Avenue and
near Calcutta Medical College.
The money was eventually
handed over by family mem-
bers at a confectionery shop in
Kankurgachi. — SNS

Details on page 6

prising around 70 men from
Kolkata Police, CID and North 24-
Parganas, Radio Flying Squads
and led by DC (ESD) and SP North
24-Parganas, had marked out a
500-metre radius at Phulbagan
for combing operations.

Around 11.30 p.m., police saw a
girl standing near a garage at
Phulbagan. She was drowsy and
was immediately identified as the
victim by the police team, said Mr
Mukherjee.

Ruma told the police that she
was fed sweet curd laced with
sedatives in the afternoon. She
fell unconscious soon after. When
she regained consciousness, she
found herself in a Maruti van in a
garage. There was nobody
around. Though dazed, she seized
the opportunity to escape, said Mr
Mukherjee. Pressure mounted by
the police had scared away the
abductors and they could not take
the ransom, he claimed.

Around 1 p.m. today, Ruma was
under medical observation and
doctors had asked the police not
to talk to her. But, barely a couple
of hours later, Ruma was at the
CID headquarters facing interro-
gation by senior officers.

THE STATESMAN
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Ruma Jhawar with her mother at their Salt Lake residence on Saturday. — The Statesman

BABY ABDUCTED FROM

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — Mrs Bharti
Dewan, mother of 18-month-old
Arpit, couldn’t have got a better
birthday gift from the Delhi Police,
who rescued her kidnapped child
from Sundergarh district of Orissa
early this morning. The mother-
son reunion will take place tomor-
row when Mrs Dewan will be cele-
brating his birthday.

The absconding maid, Savitri
Minz, 20, was arrested after a resi-
dent of Rajgangpur spotted her at
a bus stop. Keys and a bag con-
taining her clothes were seized.

Savitri said she couldn’t think of
leaving Arpit when she was flee-
ing after committing theft. Police
suspect she had plans to sell him.

She was spotted by villagers at a
bus stop at Rajgangpur around 7
a.m. Pamphlets with her pho-

tographs helped in identifying her.
Police found that Savitri was
dressed like a married woman
and was hiding Arpit under a
shawl. When asked, she claimed
that Arpit was her son. During
interrogation by a Delhi Police
team, she confessed to have kid-
napped Arpit from Srinivaspuri.

Savitri, who had started work-
ing for the Dewans about a fort-
night back, was facing financial
crisis. On 31 January she ran-
sacked their residence and tried
to break open the safe.

She managed to take Rs 250 in
cash. “We aren’t ruling out possi-
bility that she might have wanted
to sell the child. We will be ques-
tioning her in detail when she is
brought to Delhi tomorrow,” said
a senior police officer. Her

0 € £EB 2005

LHI, RESCUED IN ORISSA

antecedents were not verified by
the Dewans She locked the main
door and took an auto-rickshaw
from the Ring Road.

She boarded the Nilachal Ex-
press and travelled to
Bhubaneswar from where she |
took a bus to Balasore. From
there she travelled in another bus
to Rourkela and reached Raj-
gangpur. She was nabbed when
she was about 20 km from her
home in Gyanpalli village.

In Bihar while Ravikant, a stu-
dent was released by his kidnap-
pers in Nalanda, computer engi-
neer Mr Prabhakar Kumar Sinha
went missing from his residence
in Patna fuelling suspicion of
another abduction — SNS & PTI

Photograph, another report
on page 7




'College girl kidnap in Bihar rerun

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Feb. 4: Roma Jha-
war had moved some 50
metres in the family’s Indi-
ca from her home in Salt
Lake when another car
sped up from behind,
overtook her vehicle and
stopped, blocking the way.
Within minutes, she was
snatched at gunpoint and
whisked away in the off-
white Maruti Omni at 8.15
in the morning.

After 10-15 minutes, the
ransom call came to the Jha-
war residence at CB 68, a sto-
ne’s throw from home secret-
ary Amit Kiran Deb’s house.

“I hope Bengal doesn’t
turn into another Bihar,” said
Satya Narayan Jhawar,
Roma’s father, hit with a Rs 50-
lakh ransom demand.

Jhawar has a cloth dyeing
and hosiery business in
Howrah.

A second call was received
at 9 pm from Roma’s mobile
phone. She said: “Main theek
hoon.”

Roma left home with her 4-
year-old nephew Vedant and
classmate Sabari Mitra for her
college, Srimati J.D. Birla In-
stitute, on Lower Rawdon
Street in central Calcutta in
the ash-coloured Indica with
Sukumar Mondal, the family’s
. driver; behind the wheel.

As the car was turning at
the traffic island near their
house, four of the kidnappers
leapt out of the van that stood
in the Indica’s path. Two of
the men carried guns.

Mondal said the fifth man
sat at the steering wheel. “Two
of them came running to-
wards the left-hand side of the
car, where Roma was sitting
with Vedant in the seat next to

me, brandished their revolve-
rs and asked her to step out.
Two others stood close by.”
One man opened the door,
which was not locked, grabbed
Roma by her hand and pulled
her out. Another went over to
the left door at the rear where
Sabari was sitting, handed the
young boy to her and barked
out: “Gadi khali kar do,
bachche ko leke chale jao.”
Sabariran with Vedant. As

she fled towards CB 68, she he-
ard Roma screaming for help
as two other abductors helped
their colleagues to drag her
into the Omni. None of the
kidnappers had his face cov-
ered.

The Jhawars denied hav-
ing received a ransom de-
mand. But both Ajay Prasad,
director-general of police, and
deputy inspector-general of
police (presidency range) H.P.

Girl intercepted by four
armed men and driven

away in an off-white Omni

Route taken |
by Roma

Singh confirmed the abduc-
tors had called up Roma’s sis-
ter-in-law Sumita, using the
kidnapped 20-year-old’'s mo-
bile phone to demand a Rs 50-
lakh ransom.

“When Sumita pleaded he-
Iplessness, they immediately
pared it down to Rs 5 lakh,”
said a source, adding that the
hurried cut has prompted de-
tectives to look at gangs new in
the business.

Records with the mobile
phone company showed the
call had emanated from the
Beliaghata area where the ab-
ductors either have a hideout
or changed their car. The sec-
ond call was traced to BT
Road.

“It’s a serious incident,”
said Prasad. “We are request-
ing eyewitnesses or anyone
having any information on the
incident to help us. Just call

KIDNAP SPOT

100. Also, anyone who finds an
abandoned off-white Maruti
Omni should inform us.”

Roma’s father said: “I
appeal to the chief minister to
restore my daughter to me.
Please join me in prayers for
Roma’s well-being.”

The Jhawars moved to the
rented Salt Lake house about
eight years ago. It was a shak-
en Sabari, holding Vedant in
her arms, who informed the

" Pictures by Amit Datta. Graphic: RAJ

‘Rvoma Jhawar

Sukuar; \)vho
was driving
Roma

Roma’s car

family of the kidnapping. She
then walked back to her home
close by and broke down while
narrating the incident to her
father Shantanu Mitra.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
ordered a widening of the in-
vestigation by bringing the
criminal investigation depart-
ment into the picture, in addi-
tion to Calcutta and North

24-Parganas district police.
A See also Metro /

THE TELEGRAPY
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.+ Ghisingh, ¢
Gandhi keep

it low-key

DARJEELING, Feb. 3. —
DGAHC chairman, Mr Subash
Ghisingh, who is opposing the
year-long pending council elec-
tions, met the Governor, Mr
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, here at
Raj Bhavan today.

State home secretary Mr Amit
Kiran Deb also arrived here to-
day. The visit is being kept low-
key. The senior official is not
scheduled to meet Mr Ghisingh,
but is expected to be carrying a
communiqué from the chief
minister to the GNLF president.

Although officials described
the meeting between the Gover-
nor and the chairman as a
“courtesy visit,” a lot would
have transpired during the near-
ly 40-minute meeting between
the two, political analysts here
deduce, given the prevailing
stalemate between the state
government and the DGAHC
chairman over the elections.
The state government is: trying
hard to convince Mr Ghisingh
not to oppose the elections,
which should be held before the
extended term of the council
ends on 26 March.

With the Madhayamik and
ICSE exams beginning later this
month, the state government is
pressed to find the right time to
hold the elections.

In place of the original plan to
hold the election on 18 February,
the government, it is learnt, is
now thinking of scheduling it
around 16 March, by which time
the main part of the Madhyamik
exams would be over. But if the
GNLF moves court against the
elections, the government fears,
most likely it would be upheld.

The Hill people are, of course,
eager to know what has Mr Ghi-
singh returned with and what his
next plans would be. It may be
noted that the GNLF leader has
threatened a 108-hour bandh, in
case the government notifies the
DGAHC elections before the
end of the tripartite talks.

Mr Ghisingh said yesterday
that he deems the tripartite talks
inconclusive and there would
“many more rounds of it” before
completion. He has also categori-
cally said that he considers elec-
tions “secondary.”

However, this time the chair-
man has returned apparently
with not more than a mere as-
surance from the Centre to in-
crease the Special Central Assis-
tance to DGAHC — something
which the Opposition had
warned would not be enough.

Echoing the sentiment, a local
daily lampooned the GNLF
leader, depicting him as a beg-
gar, asking Rs 50 crore from the
Centre with a begging bowl.

«

THE STATESMAN
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<" ONE KILLED, 50 INJURED v

Violence mars
Bangla strike

Press Trust of India g{i( /5 %\‘\ L\!KS( "

giﬂ!\fl« Jun, A'»().‘f- Normal life came td a standstill in
angladesh today as a three-day nationwide strike called
by the Opposition Awani League to protest the gre fi(
uvt't:!ck and killing of @ former minister turnedév' ?a :
l\nlimg at least one and injuring more than 50 peog;eent
{”; h‘op,sj ‘sghooliz_md private offices were clased and
ransportation disrupted on the second day of the shu¢
dhds”

4

di?\\'ﬂ- Police said they were foresde v Sovelat 10

of LGuiopas and use batons to calm hundreds of
Opposition members in Dhaka. Riot police erected
barbed wire barricades as hundreds of protesters shout-
od anti-government slogans outside the Awami League
headquarters in central Dhaka. reports said.

Withesses and media reports said violence across
Bangladesh fett some 50 people injured and at least 12
were arrested. A rickshaw puller was kilted after uniden-
tified people hurled & home-made pomb last night in the
wuburbs ol Dhaka. The ctrike was catled to protest the
arepade attack on an Awami League rally in northeast-
orn Habivang district on Thursday in which an Awanti
League MP aad lormer finance minister SAMS Kibria
and four others wete Lilled and 150 others injured.
Kibria was buried yvesterday in Dhaka.

Srrikers torched two buses i Dhaka’s Paltan ared and
chused off picketers atter a baton charge. & photograph-
or at the scene said. Formet home minister and senior
Awani League leader Motammad Nasim, also an MP,
was injured neat Dhanmandi during clashes with potice,
who also attacked journatists covering the strike.

A group of journalists immediately staged protest
march condemning police action. The Channel Eye tele-
vision network said several people northeastern
Habigun district. where the former nMinister Was o8 i
pated. attacked the local police station injuri
three policemen.

31JAN 2005  TWE STATESMAN
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F\(}?\ New Delhi

28 JANUARY

HE government would
Tgive more powers to the

Darjeeling Gorkha Au-
tonomous Hill Council
(DGAHC) and the second round
of talks for reviewing the 1988
tripartite agreement would be
held in Kolkata.

This was decided at a two-
hour meeting between officials
of the Centre, the West Bengal
government and representatives
of the DGAHC led by its chair-
man Subash Ghisingh.

Union  home  secretary
Dhirendra Singh, who chaired
the meeting, expressed satisfac-
tion about the outcome of the
meeting and said the council
“will be given additional powers”
in carrying out developmental
work in the region and promot-

ing touristn there.
Emgfging from the meeting,

to make Ghisingh-led
ore powertul

N

Top OF THE WorLD: Union home secretary Dhirendra Singh with GNLF
chief Subash Ghisingh after their meeting, in New Delhi on Friday. — PTI

Mr Ghisingh said “Abhi Aur
Baatcheet Hogi (talks will contin-
ue).” However, he gave no indi-
cation about the outcome of the
talks or whether the DGHC elec-
tions, which have already been
deferred twice, would take place

on March 25 or not.

The meeting also discussed the
issue of dropping of the word
“autonomous” from DGAHC but
itwas notimmediately known as
to whether any decision had
beentakentothiseffect. —p I‘I)

2 9 JAN 2005
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CPM complams of GNLF terror

HT Correspondento) h(\?supportg; who had recently

Darjeeling, January 25 N\

THE CPI(M) on Tuesday
said that the GNLF had un-
leashed a reign of terror, as
the DGAHC elections are
drawing near.

S.P. Lepcha, former MP
and CPI(M) leader, said: “If
this is the condition during
campaigning, we are sure
that they will cause violence
during the polls, with their
strong-arm tactics.”

According to.the CPI(M),
the GNLF was openly tar-
geting Opposition support-
ers. On January 23, GNLF
supporters allegedly attac-
ked CPI(M) men at Baneck-
borne Tea Estate. The house
of one K.B. Thapa, a CPI(M)

2 6 JAN 2005

migrated from the GNLEF,
was completely destroyed
and Subash Thapa and Bi-
pen Thapa were assaulted.
“The GNLF supporters also
fired at the
police,”  al-
leged the
CPI(M).“They
are trying to
strike fear in
the hearts of

fr \and fair,” said Lepcha.
Our main manifesto for

restbration of peace and
democracy in the Hills,”
said Lepcha.

With dif-
ferences be-
tween the
CPI(M), CPI
and the PDF
put to rest,
they will

our support-
ers. However,
we won’t succumb,”
Lepcha.

The CPI(M) has decided
to knock upon the doors of
the district administration.
“Elections are a democratic
process and the administra-
tion should ensure that it is

said

meet on Jan-
uary 29 to
chart out their future
course of action. “We will
also give a deputation to the
district magistrate, demand-
ing that the district admin-
istration ensure a fair and
peaceful election,” said PDF
president Madan Tamang.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

CPRM demand

The Communist Party of
Revolutionary Marxists has
demanded that the Dooars
region be included into the
DGAHC, adds PTT.

The party central comm-
ittee, in its meeting on Mo-
nday, said the inclusion of
the area into the Council
should be made along the
lines of CPI(M)’s proposal
in Parliament in 1985,
CPRM spokesman D.S.
Bomzan said in Darjeeling
on Tuesday.

The CPRM has also de-
manded that the Centre
and the state raise the issue
in the tripartite meeting
scheduled at New Delhi on
January 28, he said.
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~CM asks CII to hold next summit in city

The chief minister said that severalf t a{ he had met with several overseas

KOLKATA, jan 14. — The 11th
Partnership Summit ended today with
the West Bengal chief minister, Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, asking the
Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) to return to the city once again
next year, to host the 12th Summit.

Delegations from 24 countries par-
ticipated in the event with over 1,200
dejegates. The highlight was the sign-
ing of an MoU worth Rs 700 crore
between the Tata Group and the West
Bengal Industrial Development
Corporation. Addressing the valedic-
tory session this morning, the chief
minister again appealed to the cap-
tains of industry to invest in the state.

He said, “no doubt the situation in
the state is changing and changing for
better. But we are not complacent”
adding, “we want investment not only
in industry but want investment in
infrastructure.”

overseas companies have evinced
interest in investing in the Kolkata’s
infrastructure, especially in building
bridges and setting up power stations.
He also stated that an Indonesian
company was constructing a coal town-
ship, for the first time in the country.

Taking advantage of the large over-
seas  delegation  present, Mr
Bhattacharjee mentioned the high
quality talent pool available in the
state, and the obvious advantages it
has for the services sector.

Expressing happiness at the success
of the summit, the chief minister said

THE STATESMAN

legations from Singapore, China,

U and the US and hoped that the
summit would open up new vistas for
the country as a whole and for the state
of West Bengal in particular.

In his remarks, Mr Sunil Kant
Munjal, president CII, said that the
summit was all about developing and
forging partonerships. He was of the
view that partnerships are a must to
move forward collectively.

WORLD CLASS COMPANY
“The formula to make a world class
company was to craft a unique value
proposition rooted i a deep local
knowledge, executing it to world class
standards and investing in outstanding
leadership and governance,” accord-
ing to Professor Krishna G Palepu,
Ross Graham Walker Professor of
Business Administration at Harvard
Business School. He was addressing a
plenary session on “Emerging Giants:
How to build World Class Companies
from Emerging Markets.”

-
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State fixes
DGHC poll
onFeh (8

HT Correspondent
Darjeeling, January 11

JUST A day after GNLF chief
Subash Ghisingh’s declared in
public that his party did not
want the DGHC elections to be
held, a notification (dated Jan-
uary 3, 2005) to the effect that
the elections have been slated
for February 18 has been sent to
the DGHC’s chief principal sec-
retary by Dipankar Mukhopad-
hyay, the principal secretary,
hill affairs department.

The notification has speci-
fied January 24 as the notifica-
tion date, January 31 as the
last date for filing nomina-
tions, February 1 as the date of
scrutiny, and February 3 as the
last day for withdrawing nom-

" inations.

The notification, a copy of
which has been sent to the dis-
trict magistrate, has directed
the district administration to
take necessary steps for con-
ducting the elections.

Incidentally, the DGHC elec-
tions are conducted by the Hill
Affairs Department, Govern-
ment of West Bengal.

v

hlsmg qdreses suppor ers”
at Monday’s meeting.

GNLF supporters at the meeting in Darjeeling on Monday.

Violence may

Pramod Giri /\r
Siliguri, January 11 \A

THE GORKHA National Libera-
tion Front (GNLF) president Sub-
ash Ghisingh’s renewed threat to
revive the movement for a sepa-
rate state of Gorkhaland in the
wake of the 4th Darjeeling Gorkha
Autonomous Hill Council
(DGAHC) election has given rise to
fears of widespread violence in
the council-election to be held in
February.

Making the contents of a letter
he wrote to the Prime Minister on
October 6 public, Ghisingh in his
speech at a general meeting of the
council held on Monday said inter-
national spying agencies were ac-
tive in the Darjeeling hills. In such
a situation, he said, the elected
DGAHC councilors were vulnera-
ble to terrorist attacks.

In the letter, Ghisingh had cited
the cases of three of his elected

f,

councilors»— Rudra Pradhan, C.K.
Pradhan and Prakesh Theeng —
who, according to him, were killed
between 1999 and 2003 by terror-
ists backed by international spy-
ing agencies. The assassination at-

" tempt on him on February 10, 2001

was also an abortive terrorist
strike, Ghisingh told the PM.

Ghisingh’s remarks, which have
provoked widespread criticism,
seem to suggest -terrorist groups
are waiting for the election to be
announced to begin their violent
attacks.

But political observers feel
Ghisingh’s move betrays a sense of
insecurity and his apprehension
of losing the election, as all oppo-
sition parties have teamed up
against him.

Madan Tamang, chairman of
the opposition People’s Democrat-
ic Front (PDF), hoped the state
government would not yield to
Ghisingh’s “blackmail” and go

o

v thar election
ar election

ahead with the election. But he is
worried that the election may not
be free and fair.

The opposition parties — CPRM,
ABGL, CPI(M) and the GNLF(C) —
are meeting on January 14 to fi-
nalise the seat-sharing formula.
Ghisingh, on the other hand, has
threatened to call a 72-hour strike
in the hills, just as he had done dur-
ing the 28 month long violent
Gorkhaland movement stretching
from 1986 to 1988, if an alternative
to the DGAHC were not found.

The CPI(M), whose relation
with Ghisingh soured after the last
Lok Sabha election in which the
GNLF backed the Congress, also
sees Ghisingh’s move as a sign of
frustration. However, the party
has not yet issued any categorlcal
statement.

Ghisingh’s threat to renew the
Gorkhaland movement is, howev-
er, ominous, as his party still en-
joys a huge grassroots following in

the hills and Ghisingh himself
runs the show, taking every deci-
sion himself.

What dilutes some its serious-
ness, however, is the timing of the
move. The threat has been issued
when the DGAHC elections are ap-
proaching, making it seem like yet
another of Ghisingh’s old tactics
of applying pressure on the state
government and the ruling Left
Front before every election. He
had raised the Gorkhaland issue
several times earlier and dropped
it from his agenda once the need to
bargain was over.

A sense of fear, meanwhile, has
gripped the common people who,
judging by Ghisingh’s sullen
mood, fear widespread violence
before and after the election. And
if that fear persists, political ana-
lysts here say the polling itself
might be marred by a low turnout
in the face of violence and count-
er-violence.

Ghisingh's
remarks

draw flak

Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, January 11

THE OPPOSITION on
Tuesday organised a post
mortem of Monday’s pub-
lic meeting organised by
the GNLF. Opposition lead-
ers deemed Ghisingh’s
threat of giving up the
DGHC and renewing the
Gorkhaland agitation as
mere pressure tactics and
his speech “the last efforts
of a panicky Ghisingh”.

“Figures speak for them-
selves, and Ghisingh
knows the facts and figures
and is panicking. In his 16
years of rule, he has eroded
his base and now that the
Opposition is united, he
knows that his chances in
this election are weak. He
is therefore trying to avoid
these elections by citing
baseless reasons,” said D.S.
Bomzan, of the Communist
Party of Revolutionary
Marxists (CPRM).

Bomzan said that in the
first DGHC elections, the
GNLF had secured 92 per
cent of the votes, in the sec-
ond this came down to 56
per cent, while in the third
it sharply dipped to 48 per
cent. “Although the Opposi-
tion secured 52 per cent of
the votes, it could not form
the board, as it was not
united. This time, however,
the scenario has changed,

as the Opposition is unit-
ed,” said Bomzan.

Bomzan alleged that the
GNLF chief was merely
shedding crocodile tears
for his assassinated coun-
cillors just to evade the
elections.

“His reason for not hold-
ing the DGHC’s General
Council meetings due to
security reasons is also a
farce. ...Ghisingh just drea-
med up the international
spy agency that he keeps
harping about,” said Bo-
mzan. He added that both
Ghisingh and the .state
government knew well
enough that Ghisingh
without the Council was
like a fish out of water, and
that under no condition
would he give up the Coun-
cil. “Now, the duty of hold-
ing free and fair elections
rests on the shoulders of
the state government, and
they should not give in to
Ghisingh’s pressure tac-
tics,” said Bomzan. ]

All India Gorkha League
president Madan Tamang
said: “He does not want .
elections because his house
isnot in order.” He also said
that it was now up to the
state to organise fair elec-
tions. Incidentally, the Peo-
ples’ Democratic Front
(PDF) — the united opposi-
tion forum — will hold a
public meeting next week.
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_“ALL FORCE TO EVACUATE SETTLERS’ |

Sharon firm on

Gaza

g( .
Associated Press \

JERUSALEM/GAZA CITY, Jan.
5. — Prime
Minister Mr
Ariel Sharon
today info-
rmed his op-
ponents that
he would go
ahead with his
plan to wit-
hdraw from ,
the Gaza Stri-

p. He said Isr- Mr Sharon

ael will use “all our might” to pre-
vent Jewish settlers from thwarting
the evacuation.

Elsewhere, an armed Palestinian
was killed in an exchange of gun-
fire at an Israel-Gaza checkpoint
from where Palestinians were on
their way to Mecca for Haj,
Palestinian security sources said
while Palestinian militants fired
two-homemade rockets into south-
ern Israel, wounding 12 people.

Speaking to soldiers, Mr Sharon
said he was disturbed by the violent
scenes of Jewish settlers resisting
evacuation from an illegal settler
outpost in the West Bank this week.

“We will act with all our might
against those who raise their hand
against security personnel,” he said.

Jewish settlers have threatened
to prevent the dismantling of set-
tlements and army installations in
the Gaza Strin. They have been

vy/ithd&\iwal
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Kidnap claim

JERUSALEM, Jan. 5. — An unknown
group calling #self “The Free Peopie of
the Galilee” today claimed that it had
abducted an Israeli-American woman. It
also demanded that Israel release
1,000 Palestinian prisoners in excha-
nge for information about her whereab-
outs. The group, through a leaflet and a
spokesman, said it had kidnapped US-
born Ms Dana Bennet, who was 18 at
the time of her disappearance in the
summer of 2003. The leafiet, however,
contained no proof that the group was
involved in the kidnapping or knew
about Ms Bennet's whereabouts. — AP

campaigning against the withdraw-
al in recent months. As part of Mr
Sharon’s “disengagement plan,”
8,800 Jewish settlers are to be
removed from the Gaza Strip and
four settlements in the West Bank.

Palestinian security officials said
the exchange of fire took place at
the Erez checkpoint just as Pal-
estinians were about to cross the
border. Following the incident, so-
me 400 pilgrims remained stranded
since midmorning. The military
said the exchange of fire was pro-
mpted by a Palestinian throwing
grenades at an Israeli army officer,
who retaliated by killing him.
Three Palestinian police officers
were wounded. The checkpoint at
Erez became the main crossing
after the Rafah checkpoint was
closed after last month’s violence.

" § Jan 2009
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Court en

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Kolkata, January 4

MANY OF the ousted medical
students today began looking
for ways to cut their losses after
the Supreme Court refused to
revise its earlier order scaling
down the NRI quota MBBS
seats in Bengal from 105 to 30.
These students now want to
return to the engineering, den-
tal and other courses which
they had given up in the hope of
doing MBBS at the SSKM and
Midnapore medical colleges.
“We have lost money, time
and all faith in the government.
After this shameful goof, it is
the state government’s duty to
see that we can go back to our

~studies,”

2l

original colleges and resume
said a student who
had left a course in electronics
engineering to study MBBS.

Another student, who had
left halfway through a course
in dentistry, said, “This is the
least this inept government can
do for us. Else, we will continue
our agitation.”

A senior official of the state
medical education services said,
“The students’ grievance is just.
The government should do
everything to get them readmit-
ted to their earlier colleges.”

The students’ anger boiled
over today at Writers’ Buildings
where five of them, accompa-
nied by their parents, met chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-

e WU

STAN TIMES

An ousted NRI quota student and a guardian at Writers’ Buildings on Tuesday.

tacharjee. After about 10 min-
utes, Srijita, Mousumi and De-
barati walked out of the chief
minister’s room, saying they no
longer needed any assurance
from him.

During the meeting, the stu-
dents asked Bhattacharjee if he
could request the Centre to con-
vince the MCI into accommo-
dating the 69 ousted students in
the state’s nine medical col-
leges by increasing seats.

“The CM refused point
blank, saying such a thing was
not possible. He also told us
that there was little the govern-
ment could do for us. All he
promised was that the state
would go to a higher Bench,” a
girl said, crying inconsolably.

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT

ds oust&i students’ dream

New demand: ‘Help us get readmitted to courses we gave up’

“It was stupid of us to be-
lieve his assurances when he
visited us at SSKM,” another
student said.

“We made a big mistake by
trusting the government,”
agreed Soumyojit, one of the
five who met Bhattacharjee.

Pressed afterwards for com-
ments, Bhattacharjee said,
“The case is pending in the
Supreme Court. How can 1
make assurances?”

In the afternoon, some ag-
grieved students started a fast-
unto-death in front of the
SSKM superintendent’s office.
“I don’t know what’s in store
for us,” said Anshuman Bose.
“It’s time the government did
something meaningful for us.”

8 JAN 2003



4 Medical
quota last

N appeal
@“ spiker \\/

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Jan. 4: The
Supreme Court today rejected

the combined appeal of the |

Bengal government and 69 stu-
dents to reconsider its order
cancelling their admission to
the MBBS course for paying
enhanced fees under the NRI
quota last year.

The division bench of Jus-
tices Y.K. Sabharwal and P.
Noalkar rejected the students’
plea — to which the govern-
ment was a party — for a mod-
ification of its earlier orders
so that they could be inducted
into other state-run medical
colleges in Bengal, in addition
to SSKM in Calcutta and Mid-
napur Medical College.

However, the judges obs-
erved that the students could
appear for this year’s joint en-
trance exam without preju-
dice to their rights in the pend-
ing civil appeals. The bench
also offered them scope to
raise their plea during the
final hearing of the appeal,
scheduled for the month-end
or early February.

Around 4.30 pm, a dozen st-
udents and their parents rea-
ched Writers’ Buildings to
meet chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee. At the
meeting, three girls broke do-
wn. “We will fast unto death if
nothing is done for us,” the
students said and urged him to
take up their case before a
larger bench.

Bhattacharjee later asked:
“What assurance can I give
when the case is in court?”

The government said that
having complied with the
court’s previous orders — of
admitting students from the
JEE list by removing the 69 —

it should be allowed to induct !

the quota students into other
colleges. (Picture in Metro)
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