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'E-mail threat no mere “mischief”
} Specific leads pursued to /qet at self-styled sympathiser of Osama

1
Staff Reporter O .
| ’ DR\
, MADURAL: The e-mail threat to
| blow up Parliament and United
| States consulates in the country,
sent from a browsing centre at
Palayamkottai in Tirunelveli
| district of Tamil Nadu, has
| raised suspicions of like-minded
ﬁ extremist elements “regroup-
\

ing” in the State.

Though no arrest has been
made as yet, senior police offi-
cers said here on Saturday that

they were pursuing specific
| leads that might help get at the
| “self-styled” sympathiser of
| Osama bin-Laden.

While the owner of the brows-
ing centre at Murugankurichi,
who was interrogated by the po-
lice, could not provide much in-
formation on the identity of the
suspect, investigators are trying
to correlate the threat to earlier
instances.

Though the appearance of in-
timidating posters, leaflets and
letters from banned fundamen-
talist organisations emanating

'V’ffém this part of Tamil Nadu are

not uncommon, this is the sec-
ond e-mail threat in three years.

On November 11, 2002, a
prominent hospital in Madurai
received an e-mail from a self-
styled Al-Mujahideen operative,
Arshad Hussain, who warned of
“bomb blasts” and challenged
the police and the Government
of India to stop “bloodshed” if
they could.

A few months ago, an orga-
nisation named AMF, suspected
to be the ‘Al-mum Touheem
Force’, threatened to attack po-
lice officers involved in the spe-
cial operation in which Imam
Ali and four others were gunned
down in an encounter in Banga-
lore on September 29, 2002.

Recently, a letter was re-
ceived by the Ramanathapuram
police that the Pamban bridge,
the Ramanathaswamy temple in
Rameswaram and another tem-
ple in Devipattinam would be
blown up. However, no arrest
was made in any of these cases
and intelligence agencies dis-

THE HINCU

missed the threats as a “mis-
chief intended to cause
upheaval”.

Intelligence sources said the
needle of suspicion in the latest
threat to Parliament pointed to
some members of the clandes-
tine “Muslim Defence Force
(MDF)”, basically formed to
“train youth in the use of arms,
explosives and other expertise
to organise attacks on enemies
of Islam in case of necessity”.

The core group of MDF held a
meeting with some 25 youths at
Courtallam in Tirunelveli dis-
trict in June 2002 and “indoc-
trinated on the importance of
Jihad and the necessity to train
the cadres”. The network was
busted in 2003 but not many
arrests were made.

Storming operations are like-
ly in some parts of southern
districts in the wake of the e-
mail threat. Intelligence sleuths
and police officers would only
say that the e-mail threat was
more than a “mischief” and
needed to be thoroughly probed.



Mulayam accuses Sonia of S
tapping his, Amar’s phones

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH! 30 DECEMBER

HE already-strained relations be-

I tween the Samajwadi Party and the

Congress today plunged to a new low
when Mulayam Singh Yadav accused So-
nia Gandhi of ordering tapping of tele-
phones of senior SP leaders. Mr Yadav said
the move had the stale smell of political cal-
culations as the Congress was trying to top-
ple his government in Uttar
Pradesh.

Mr Yadav, who cast the first
stone in the direction of 10, Jan- §
path, said the Congress leader-
ship, which is displaying an itch
to fix political rivals, has already R
started a game of intimidation.
“The phones of senior party
leaders including National Gen- tK
eral Secretary Amar Singh are being tapped
at the behest of 10, Janpath,” Mr Yadav
said.

At the press conference in Lucknow, a
Pandora’s Box of harsh words was kicked
open by the SP chief. “It reminds me of Ital-
ian mafia culture and the entire phone tap-
ping operation is being supervised by Pulok
Chatterjee, Ms Gandhi’s former private
secretary and additional secretary in the
PMO,” he told reporters. Mr Yadav also al-
leged that the move was part of a larger
plan to divert attention from the Volcker
investightions as there was evidence about
a London-based businessman, close to the

Congress leadership, benefitting from the
oily scandal.

Mr Yadav also sought to draw a line be-
tween the prime minister and Ms Sonia
Gandhi. “The prime minister does not
know what’s happening in his govern-
ment. The home minister and the defence
minister have no role in this ugly exercise.
It's all being done by 10, Janpath. The tapes
will be released to the media in January,”
he said. The government and the Congress
responded swiftly ordering in-
vestigations into the allegations.
| Earlier, addressing the media

in Lucknow, Mr Yadav alleged
that Mr Amar Singh’s phone has
been linked to the phone of
Joint Commssioner (Crime),
North Zone, Delhi, and the con-
versation among senior leaders
was being taped regularly.

The chief minister alleged that orders to
this effect had been given by the principal
secretary, home, and this has also been
confirmed by Police Commissioner of Delhi
K K Paul. However, the Police chief denied
having confirmed this “information”.

The SP leader said he had already con-
tacted the prime minister, home minister
and defence minister over this issue. Mr

Patil had informed him that there was

forged letter in this connection and assured
him that that the matter would be investi-
gated. Mr Yadav said he had been provided
one such tape by a reliable source but re-

fused to divilge his name.
A

Gowvt rejects
" charges,
orders probe

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 DECEMBER

THE Centre on Friday
rejected as “baseless”
Uttar Pradesh chief
minister  Mulayam
: Singh Yadav’s charge
of tapping of phones of Samajwadi Party
leaders, including Mr Amar Singh. The
Union home ministry today conducted
an immediate in-house probe and got
registered a case of criminal conspiracy
and forgery against “unknown persons”
which includes those of the telecom
service provider — Reliance Infocomm.
The Centre, which moved in swifty to
counter the charges levelled by Mr Ya-
dav, said the issue has been examined by
the Delhi Police. “This matter has been
thoroughly examined by the Commis-
sioner of Delhi Police and principal sec-
retary (home) in the government of Del-
hi,” joint secretary in the home ministry
L C Goyal said.

#

The Economic Times



Mulayam rejects
plea for CBI probe .

into MLA's murder

‘Special Task Force capable to work out the case’

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, slammed the Opposition
on Friday for demanding a CBI
inquiry into the killing of BJP
MLA Krishnanad Rai and said
that State police was capable of
working out the murder.

“Those demanding a CBI in-
quiry into the murder of Mr. Rai
are in fact helping the culprits,”
Mr. Yadav said replying on the
discussion on Mr. Rai’s killing in
the Assembly.

Citing the probe by the State
police in the recent terrorist at-
tack on the Ram Janambhoomi
complex in Ayodhya, Mr. Yadav
said the Special Task Force was
able to work out the matter
within quick time.

The CBI takes a long time in
the inquiry and the culprits will
be freed till that time, he said
giving details of several cases be-
ing handed over to the agency in
the past. He, however, said that
he would consider a CBI inquiry
if the State police failed to work
out the case.

Mr. Yadav said the State po-
lice could seek help of the CBI,
Interpol and other security
agencies in working out Mr.
Rai’s murder case. He rejected
the BJP and BSP’s contention
that the STF had informed the
government about the possibil-
ity of an attack on Mr. Rai.

The Chief Minister also took
exception to dragging of his par-
ty’s name with the independent
MLA Mukhtar Ansari and made
it clear that Samajwadi Party has
never had any relation with Mr.
Ansari. He, however, gave a
clean chit to the party MP Afazal
Ansari, who had surrendered be-

» ‘CBI inguiry if the police
fafled to crack the case'

» ‘SP pever had any
relations with Mukhtar’

o ‘Dharna by Rajnath on
the behest of the mafias'

fore a Ghazipur court on Thurs-
day after being named in Mr.
Rati’s killing, saying that he was
a ‘gentleman’. Mr. Yadav
claimed that he had never
sought support from Mukhtar
Ansari despite being urged to do
so from some quarters at the
time of formation of his govern-
ment in 2003.

“The BJP leaders are spread-
ing rumours that Mr. Ansari had
links with our party,” he said.

Mr. Yadav launched a scath-
ing attack on the BSP and al-
leged that it had been
encouraging criminals and giv-
ing them tickets in the elec-
tions.

The Chief Minister said the
government wotld probe the al-
legation that notorious criminal
Munna Bajarangi, whose name

THE Hpor

figured in the Mr. Rai’s killing.

Slamming the Opposition for
alleging that the role of the state
government in the investigation
was not above board, Mr. Yadav
said if it was proved that the SP
had encouraged criminals he
would resign from his post.

He also rejected the Opposi-
tion contention that there was
any political pressure on the
police and said that the killers of
Rai managed to escape as the
sniffer dogs rushed to the scene
were delayed owing to the ag-
itation by the saffron party as a
result of which roads were
blocked. The Chief Minister al-
so said that a ‘mutt’ (religious
ashram) in Gorakhpur had been
providing patronage to crimi-
nals from Poorvanchal.

“We have the reports to this
effect... but if we send police it
will be construed as an attack on
a religious place,” he said in-
viting strong protests from the
lone Hindu Mahasabha MLA
from Gorakhpur Radha Mohan
Agarwal. The Chief Minister al-
so slammed BJP General Secre-
tary Rajnath Singh for sitting on
a indefinite dharna in Varanasi
in demanding a CBI probe in the
matter and alleged that the
dharna was being held on the
instructions of the mafias.

He said his government was
carrying out a drive to eliminate
criminals and so far as many as
395 dreaded criminals had been
killed in encounters with the
police. He informed the House
that there were 32 reglstered
inter-State criminal gangs in the
State having 445 members of
whom 52 had been killed and 71
arrested. -- PTI
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relief:

S.Vijay Kumar and R. Rajaram

MADURAL: Villages, paddy fields
and roads, all submerged. These
were the predominant scenes
that a team of Central Ministers
j saw when it undertook an aerial
| survey of the flood-affected dis-
I tricts in Tamil Nadu on Sunday.

i Union Home Minister Shivraj
‘l Patil and two of his Cabinet col-
| leagues, who took off in a special
| Indian Air Force helicopter from
i Madurai on Sunday morning,
| could see only sheets of water
| everywhere. Two days after tor-
! rential rains lashed many dis-
| tricts, the flood situation
3 remained grim with scores of
| residential localities, mostly vil-
] lages, still surrounded by water.

| “It is very unfortunate that
l the flood has affected many ar-
| eas badly. Our priority is to pro-
l vide immediate relief and
| temporary shelter. Rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction activ-
ities will follow. A Central
committee of experts will assess
the damage correctly and submit
a report,” Mr. Patil said.

Accompanied by Union Fi-

' nance Minister P. Chidambaram
and Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs S. Raghupathy,
Mr. Patil flew over Madurai, Si-
vaganga, Pudukottai, Nagapatti-
nam, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and
Tiruchi districts. The Secretary,
+ Disaster Management, D.K. San-
karan, and Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee president G.K. Va-
san were present.

“There will be no holding back
on relief. Whatever has to be
done will be done. We responded
immediately when the tsunami
struck Tamil Nadu. An announ-
cement on the interim relief will
be made in consultation with the
Prime Minister in a day or two,”
Mr. Chidambaram said.

Mr. Patil told newspersons
here that the Disaster Manage-
ment Bill was likely to be passed

in the Rajyg-Sabha on Monday.
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Patil

Union Ministers survey flood
damage in Tamil Nadu

o Flood situation remains
grim in many districts

* Announcement on interim
relief in a day or two

» Disaster Management Bill
fikely to be passed in
Rajya Sabha today

The provisions of the Bill would
be applicable to the States. “If
the State Governments want to
have their own law, they may be
able to do that. But that should
not be contrary to the Centre’s
law. The Disaster Management
Authority will make plans and
policies and coordinate the ac-
tivities of the Centre and States.
They will obtain the support of
the NGOs. The idea is to keep
contingency plans ready and
mitigate losses when disasters
occur,” Mr. Patil said. He visited
a relief centre and made enqui-
ries.

More Armymen

Speaking to newspersons in
Tiruchi, Mr. Patil said more Ar-
my teams would be sent to the
State for rescue operations. Ac-
knowledging that the damage
caused by the floods was “enor-
mous,” Mr. Patil said the Centre
would do everything possible to
help Tamil Nadu. The Army and
Coast Guard were rescuing
those in flood-ravaged areas, he
said and added that they would
continue the task.

Mr. Patil, who was earlier
briefed by Home Secretary Pa-
wan Raina, Revenue Secretary
Shakthikantha Das and other se-
nior government officials at the
airport here, said the rain had
affected 15 districts.

Photograph on Page 12




Focus on relief . .
work in Tamil Nadu

Threat from swollen Cauvery and Coleroon

Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAL: With the sun coming
out over parts of Tamil Nadu on
Saturday, rescue and relief oper-
ations moved into top gear. Res-
cue teams in Thiruvadanai,
Ramanathapuram district, and
in Pattukottai in Thanjavur dis-
trict had retrieved 83 bodies by
evening. The search for more
bodies continued, but officials
fear they could have been
washed away some distance.

Police said that at Pattukottai
in Thanjavur district, where a
private bus was washed away on
Friday evening, 53 bodies were
recovered. Among the dead were
two infants and a pregnant
woman.

In Thiruvadanai, the situation
was gloomier. The crew of a
State Transport Corporation
bus that was washed away on
Friday, as also some of the sur-
viving passengers, told the au-
thorities that over 90 passengers
were on board the vehicle when
tragedy struck. But till Saturday
evening only 31 bodies were re-
covered, while 18 have been hos-
pitalised. The Navy, with its
aircraft, joined in the search op-
erations, but local people fear
the bodies might have been
swept away into the sea. The po-
lice and the revenue authorities
were trying to put together a list

- of “missing” people along the
bus route and have informed the
authorities at these places to in-
form them of any such com-
plaints from relatives. “It is
going to be a long drawn search
and we have to wait for more
information about passengers
who were on board the bus,” a
district administration official
said.

The situation in Cuddalore,
Thanjavur and Tiruchi districts

remained grim. Chief Minister
Jayalalithaabegan her three-day
aerial survey of the flood-affect-
ed areas, and visited Cuddalore
and adjoining areas to meet
some of the flood victims. She
distributed relief materials to
people in the area.

Both in Thanjavur and Tiru-
chi districts, the threat from the
Cauvery and the Coleroon re-
mained real. Public Works and
district authorities battled it out
through the day, plugging leaks
and “managing” the floodwaters.
Fortunately for them, the flowin
the two rivers came down to less
than one lakh cusecs on Satur-
day morning. But the waters had
entered several villages and
parts of Tiruchi town. The Army
had been called in from Coimba-
tore, with boats, to rescue ma-

rooned families off the National
Highway to Dindigul.

As the ground was saturated,
Corporation authorities said it
would take some time for the
water to recede.

Relief camps were more active
across the State and there were
fewer complaints about non-re
ceipt of food packets.

Relief authorities in Chenna
said over two lakh people in th
State were provided food at vari
ous centres on Saturday. Thi
was done both through the dis
trict administration as well a
the Armed Forces, who were a
out in the field.

Ms. Jayalalithaa wrote t
Prime Minister Manmoha
Singh seeking an immediate a
sistance of Rs. 3,000 to take u
relief and rehabilitation works.

flood victims

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI: As Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa
completed an aerial survey of
the flood-affected districts,
Home Minister Shivraj Patil
arrived in Madurai to assess
the damages. He was
accompanied by Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram.

Ms. Jayalalithaa, who
returned to the city on Friday
from Hyderabad, flew over
some of the affected areas in
north Tamil Nadu and walked
down near Cuddalore to meet
the flood victims.

1T and Communications
Minister Dayanidhi Maran

Union Ministers meet

announced here on Saturday
morning that Mr. Patil had
been deputed by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh to
visit Tamil Nadu, following his
meeting with a delegation of

-MPs from the State.

Shipping Minister T.R.
Baalu told a press conference
that another Central team
would be visiting the State
soon to reassess the damages.

Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam president M.
Karunanidhi said he would be
visiting some of the affected
areas in Villupuram and
Cuddalore on Sunday and the
other districts when the
situation improved.
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Bid to storm Ayodhya shrine
six ultras sho

" foiled,

4 CRPF jawans
injured in
gunhattle

Ayodhya: Six heavily-armed ter-
rorists on Tuesday made an un-
successful bid to storm the high-
security makeshift Ram temple
here and were killed by the secu-
rity forces before they could
strike at the shrine that came up
the day the disputed Babri
mosque was demolished 13 years
ago.

Four CRPF personnel and two
civilians, including a woman,
were injured in the attack which
occurred at around 8.15 am and
subsequent intense gun-battle
with the terrorists.

The attackers, in the disguise
of devotees, came in a hired jeep
bearing registration number UP-
42-T-0618 and stunned the securi-
ty forces deployed at the first bar-
ricade by blasting the explosive-
laden vehicle in which one of
them was blown to pieces.

His other accomplices, who
had got down from the vehicle
earlier, hurled grenades and fired
indiscriminately with sophisti-
cated weapons, including AK-47
and carbine rifles, while entering
the premises of the disputed
area. They were challenged by
the personnel of the Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC) and
CRPF near the ‘Sita Rasoi’ tem-
ple, part of the disputed area,
and were gunned down nearly 70
metres short of the makeshift
temple in an operation lasting
about 90 minutes.

The driver of the taxi Rehan
Alam, a resident of Ayodhya,
who also got down along with the
five terrorists a short distance
away from the barricade, was ar-
rested and is being questioned.
Another militant killed in the en-
counter was later found with ex-
plosives strapped to his body. en
» Lashkar hand suspected, Page 8

Security personnel inspect the bodies of two terrorists
in the makeshift Ram temple pre

Ve

o were killed in a gunbattie with security forces
iges in Ayodhya on Tuesday

............ /

e

Jaiswal calls it lax security

Tmes News NETWORK

Expressing deep
shock over the
terrorist attack
on the disputed
structure in Ay-
odhya, Union
minister of state
for home affairs,
Sriprakash Jais-

wal called it a callous security

lapse and urged chief minister

Mulayam Singh Yadav to con-

duct a high-level inquiry.
Incidentally, Jaiswal, who is

the Congress MP from Kanpur,
was meeting with the chief min-
ister in Lucknow to draw the lat-
ter's attention towards prob-
lems of his constituency when

Kanpur:

Bandh call on July 7

Mumbai: The VHP and the
Bajrang Dal have called fora
Maharashtra bandh on July

7 in the wake of attempted
storming of the makeshift
temple in.Ayodhya by terror-
ists. 5

the report of the attack came in.

“I immediately offered to pro-
vide the NSG commandos to
eliminate the terrorists, who
had entered the disputed struc-
ture premises,” said Jaiswal,
while talking to TOI on Tuesday.
The MoS maintained that the
NSG commandos had been very
effective in Akshardham temple

attack and they could have been
deployed in Ayodhya also. “The
chief minister, however, asked
me to wait for a few minutes and
now the structure has been
freed from the terrorists, which
is good news,” he added.

Jaiswal, however, said that
the chief minister should initi-
ate action against the officials
responsible for the security
lapse. “It is not an ordinary in-
cident as it could have shaken
the entire country, hence offi-
cials responsible for the lapses
must be punished,” he added.
He said that the recent warmth
in bilateral relations with Pak-
istan had demoralised the ultra
forces and they were now trying
to derail the process.
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Slkklm tug-o

-on Wen visit ev

PRANAY SHARMAq‘ QQ :

New Delhi, April 8: A diplo-

glatic tug-of-war is going on
etween India and China over

the official status of Sikkim.

. South Block wants China
to state categorically that
Sikkim is an integral part of
India and wants this reflected
in the proposed joint state-
ment that Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao is likely to issue
with Manmohan Singh at the
end of a four-day official visit,
beginning tomorrow.

China, however, is reluc-
tant to make this a part of the
joint statement though it ack-
nowledges Sikkim to be an in-
tegral part of India and has
promised to reflect its new
stand in the official maps like-
ly to be out later this year.

“We would like to put the

Sikkim issue behind us,” a
senior foreign ministry offi-
cial said. “We want a categoric
statement from China that it
acknowledges Sikkim to be an
integrai part of India.”
"~ China fears that an over-
night acknowledgement may
anger the hardliners in Bei-
jing and elsewhere. It favours
a gradual progress by first
opening trade points at the
Nathu-la border to indicate
the shift in its position.

But Delhi wants no further
delay or ambiguity because it
has already acknowledged Tib-
etasan integral part of China.

Sikkim and a proposed ag-

Wen: In dilemma

reement on “the guiding prin-
ciples and the political param-
eters” to help resolve the bou-
ndary issue are likely to be the
two high points of Wen'’s visit.

After a kick-off in Banga-
lore, the Chinese Premier rea-
ches Delhi on Sunday evening
to start political meetings
from April 11 with President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, Prime
Minister Singh, foreign minis-
ter K. Natwar Singh and UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi.

Indicating the seriousness
of a proposed agreement on
the two issues, foreign secre-
tary Shyam Saran and Chi-
nese vice-foreign minister Wu
Dawei will meet here tomor-
row to hammer out whatever
differences exist between the
two sides.

The next day, Chinese “spe-
cial representative” Dai Bing

f-war
N\

Guo and his Indian counter-
part, national security adviser
M.K. Narayanan, will meet.

South Block officials point-
ed out that an understanding
on the “guiding principles and
political parameters” would
in itself be a big step though
“no swapping” of areas was
expected at this stage to settle
the boundary dispute.

“This will be the first step
where the two countries come
to an agreement on the frame-
work under which they will
try to resolve the boundary
issue,” the senior official said.

The two sides are also try-
ing to put in place a number of
other confidence-building me-
asures (CBMs), both military
and civilian, to signal the
growing depth in Sino-Indian
relations.

These are aimed at carry-
ing forward the agreement
that both sides had signed in
1993 to maintain peace and
tranquillity along the bound-
ary and the military CBMs put
in place in 1996 to sustain the
calm along the borders.

In line with the perception
that Wen'’s visit will be a “land-
mark” in transforming bilat-
eral ties, both Delhi and Bei-
jing are keen to stress on areas
of “complementarity” and
work towards mutual benefit.

Wen is thus bringing along
a large business delegation
and will address the Joint
Business Council meeting be-
tween the two countries. /
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- SC whip lashes Chennai and Delhi

7l
]

Jaya
Speaker
told to
face trial

OUR BUREAU

March 30: In what could give
the Jayalalithaa regime a red
face, the Supreme Court today
asked Tamil Nadu Speaker K.
Kalimuthu to honour a Madr-
as High Court order to appear
before a Chennai trial court in
a 22-year-old bank loan scam.

The case, filed by the CBI,
relates to orders allegedly gi-
ven by Kalimuthu to nationa-
lised banks in 1983 to advance
vehicle loans totalling Rs 56
Iakh to Robin Mayne, the main
accused in the scam. The
funds, belonging to the Tamil
Nadu State Agricultural Mar-
keting Board, were allegedly
deposited in the banks by Kali-
muthu, who was then state
agriculture minister:

Disposing of the Speaker’s
petition against the high court
order, the bench said it did
“not find any infirmity in the
judgment”. It asked the trial
court to “dispose of the case as
expeditiously as possible” as
the chargesheet was filed
nearly two decades ago.

When the CBI first filed the
cage in the trial court, Kalimu-
thu contended it had not obtai-
ned proper government sanc-
tion to prosecute him. As such,
the court could not take cog-
nisance of the case, he said.

The trial court had upheld
his contention. But the high
court reversed the order on
March 311ast year on a CBI ap-
peal and asked Kalimuthu to
appear before the trial court

|

Jayalalithaa with governor Surjeet Singh Barnala and Maldives President Maumoon

;

&

Abdul Gayoom (left) and his wife Nasreena at Chennai airport on Wednesday. (PTI)

on April 16, 2004.

Subsequently, the Speaker
moved a special leave petition
in the Supreme Court plead-
ing for an interim stay on the
high court order. The apex
court then ruled Kalimuthu
need not personally appear in
the trial court from April 13
last year till date.

But today’s order means
there is no way Kalimuthu can
skip appearing before the trial
court. The Supreme Court has
also made it clear that the CBI
will not have to seek fresh
sanction to produce him be-
fore the court.

Political sources said the
order has put the Speaker, al-
ready under fire in the Assem-
bly for his allegedly “partisan

attitude”, in a spot. Not only
will he have to face the embar-
rassment of presiding over
the Assembly and standing tri-
al at the same time, it will em-
bolden the Opposition to step
up its campaign against him.

The Opposition has been
on a warpath since rural indu-
stry minister B. Valarmathi
made some allegedly derogat-
ory remarks against DMK chi-
ef M. Karunanidhi last week.

Since then, the DMK and
its allies, including the Congr-
ess, PMK, CPM and the CPI,
have been boycotting the Asse-
mbly to protest “the continu-
ing violations of the rules and
conventions of the House
by the ruling ADMK led by
Jayalalithaa”.

They had also contemplat-
ed bringing a no-trust motion
against Kalimuthu “for tacitly
cooperating with the treasury
benches” but backed off for
lack of numbers.

On Monday, when Opposi-
tion MLAs kicked up a ruckus
in the House demanding that
the allegedly derogatory rem-
arks be expunged, Kalimuthu
hag them evicted on grounds
of “obstructing proceedings”.
This led to a huge protest aga-
inst his “high-handedness”.

Today’s court order is, the-
refore, likely to have the Oppo-
sition MLAs rubbing their ha-
nds in glee, Till this evening,
there was no word from the
Speaker’s office. Kalimuthu
was unavailable for comment.

A\
Centre gets rap
on fast courts

R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, March 30: The ju-
diciary and the legislature
appear to be on a collision
course again, this time over
fast-track courts that were
set to wind up tomorrow
after the Centre failed to
grant funds for their contin-
uation.

The Supreme Court today
took a grim view of non-allo-
cation of funds to the 1,734
courts by the 12th Finance
Commission while the Cen-
tre contended that there was
no money,

A division bench of Jus-
tices S.B. Sinha and S.H. Ka-
padia today ordered that the
courts should function bey-
ond March 31 and “at least”
till April 30.

The bench indicated that
it would be compelled to di-
rect the confinuation of the
courts if the government did
not allocate money even after
April 30,

When solicitor-general
G.E. Vahanvati argued that
the matter be left to the gov-
ernment, the judges shot
back. “This court has been
monitoring the functioning
(of the fast-track courts) and
the government has repeat-
edly assured that not only
would the existing fast-track
courts be continued for an-
other five years, but efforis
would be made to establish
additional courts.

“Look at the chaos that
would result from the wind-

ing up of these courts.... Cas-
es (pending before them)
have to be reheard... judges
have to be readjusted and a
long delay in the adjudica-
tion of the cases,” the court
pointed out.

Vahanvati said Union law
minister H.R. Bharadwaj
was personally in favour of
continuance of the courts.

The apex court today also
issued notices to the Centre
on a related petition by the
Chennai-based All India
Media Journalists Associa-
tion seeking the extension of
the fast-track courts beyond
2010.

The courts were estab-
lished in 2001 to speed up
criminal case trials. Over 2.5
crore cases were pending in
criminal courts then. The
fast-track courts were sup-
posed to try cases on a day-to-
day basis to reduce the bur-
den on the regular courts.

However, no money was
sanctioned after the initial
release of Rs 509 crore by the
11th Finance Commission,
with which the 1,734 courts
were established.

The courts are a “dream
come true” for those under-
trials who suffer jail terms
for years for petty offences.
The case of Bengal’s Ajay
Ghosh was an eye opener in
this respect. He was the
Jongest imprisoned undertri-
al in the history of independ-
ent India, having spent 37
years behind bar;, from 1962
to 1999.
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Chennai: Dropping a bombshell in the Assembly on
Wednesday, the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jay-
alalithaa announced that her party, the AIADMK,
would move the Supreme Court seeking to declare
the elections to all the 39 Lok Sabha seats in Tamil §
Nadu null and void as the Election Commission g
had found that there were irregularities in the
preparation of the electoral rolls.

She made the announcement, intervening dur-
ing the debate on the motion of thanks to the ad-
dress of the Governor.

She contended that the EC had stated, based on a probe
report of the Kerala Chief Electoral Officer Thomas, that a
“big fraud” had been committed in the preparation of the
rolls.The matter was raised when the Congress MLAS G
Vinayagamurthy expressed disappointment over the fail-
ure of the Governor to mention the victory of the Democ-
ratic Progressive Alliance (DPA) in the Lok Sabha polls. He
also told the House that following the poll results the state

| move SC over LS results

government had reversed its “anti-people” policies.

“Our charge that there was a large addition of sup-
porters of the opposition and deletion of our supporters

has been proved. We will move the Supreme Court
M seeking to declare the results of Lok Sabha elec-

| tion null and void and order fresh polls for the 39
LS seats,” Jayalalithaa told the House adding that
the elections then was neither genuine, nor the de-
feat of the AIADMK real.

“It is a fact that the election officers conspired
against the AIADMK,” she said, observing that
the EC had directed the state to take action against
the electoral registration officers of all the 234 con-
stituencies in the state.

In defence the DMK treasurer Arcot N Veerasamy
pointed out that the issue of malpractice were raised by
his party and the probe proved that many names of the
his party supporters were removed from the rolls.

The others in the opposition too pointed out that the
election works were carried out by the state government
officials. / i
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L, Nathu-la deserves Centre’s attention ‘\7\\

ikkim’s euphoria over the previous NDA government’s

announcement in May 2003 to reopen the Nathu-la
corridor for trade with Tibet and China is giving way to
disappointment. Chief minister Pawan Chamling is puzzled
by the UPA government’s failure to keep to schedule — it
was to have been formalised in July last year — particularly
when the Congress leadership so enthusiastically welcomed
the NDA decision. What is not clear is the obstacle, but at
least Sikkim Congress chief Nar Bahadur Bhandari is known
to have objected that this would merely encourage outsiders
to enter the state and Sikkimese would finally have to pay
Central income tax, exempted so far. The Sikkim Lepcha
Bhutia Apex Committee also organised a rally in Delhi to
highlight what they claimed would endanger the survival of
indigenous ethnic tribes. It is unreasonable that the NDA
government could have taken so impartant a decision without
considering all the angles. West Bengal argued in favour of
restoring Kalimpong’s reputation as the “Gateway to Tibet”
through Jelep-la but the ruling Sikkim Democratic Front,
being friendly with the NDA, clinched the issue. Kalimpong
still has warehouses and infrastructure Sikkim lacks but this is
not to suggest that the NDA decision should be reversed.

The Centre’s prevarication is unfortunate since Sikkim
expected Nathu-la to open up business and job prospects for
locals. The state is going all out to promote eco-tourism and
hopes to take adventurers on the mule track Jawaharlal
Nehru and his daughter Indira Gandhi used in 1958 to travel
to Bhutan through Chumbi Vallley in Tibet because there was

- no direct communication between India and Paro then. The

Centre owes Sikkim an explanation for the delay. ///
Z

THE STATESMAN 2 A4 JAN 2003



{ Ml{tt takeover -/

nw{amil Nadu government has no proposal
h

T e\BJP and the Sangh Parivar have been insinuating

that the Tamil Nadu Government would take over
the administration of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
following arrest of Sri Jayendra Saraswathi, the
Sankaracharya of Kanchi. The possibilities were
-strengthened when the junior Sankaracharya, Sri
Vijayendra Saraswathi, was picked up on the day his
senior was released on bail. It is also rumoured that
government is planning to promulgate an ordinance for
the takeover of the Mutt.

Chief minister Jayalalitha had informed the Tamil Nadu
assembly as far back as 17 November 2004 that her
government had no intention to take over the Mutt but
that it should continue to uphold the traditions and
principles of Hinduism. “The government feels that no
disrepute is caused to the glorious Kanchi Mutt. I wish to
make it clear that the government had no intention at all
‘0 paralyse the Kanchi Mutt which has a holy tradition”,
Tayalalitha declared. Her sentiments were echoed by the
10ome secretary, Pavan Raina, who said there was no
change in the government’s policy.

Nevertheless, the Kanchi Mutt has moved Madras High
Court seeking to restrain the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Department of the Tamil Nadu
Government from interfering with its right to administer
its affairs and property, including the operation of the
bank accounts. All its bank accounts have already been
frozen by the state police.

Sri Jayendra Saraswathi is no ordinary Sankaracharya.
His role has extended far beyond the traditional duties of
a pontiff. He has brought about fundamental changes in

. the activities of the Mutt.

Through his Jan Kalyan and Jan Jagran movements, Sri
Jayendra Saraswathi has developed a direct interest in
electoral politics and in several lucrative welfare schemes.
He is in absolute control of a vast empire of religious,
charitable, educational and medical institutions he has
built. ‘

It was at his initiative that Jayalalitha, forsaking the
Dravidian ideals and principles, pursued the Hindutva line
by forging an alliance with the BJP and came a cropper in
the 2004 Lok Sabha elections. The results taught her the
folly of siding with communal forces in a state-like Tamil
Nadu.

Jayalalitha wants to retrace her steps and join the secular
bandwagon. She knows that unless she revives her alliance
with the Congress and the Pattali Makkal Katchi, she
cannot retain Fort St George after the state assembly
election which is due in the middle of 2006. What better
way is there to convince the Congress that she has moved
far away from the BJP than her handling of the Kanchi

~1tt case?
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~Cases agal st

seer will sta

Chennai: Ruling out withdrawal of
cases against Kanchi seer Jayendra
Saraswathi as demanded by the BJP,
Tamil Nadu chief minister Jay-
alalithaa on Sunday charged the saf-
fron party with taking up the issue to
“rehabilitate’ itself.

In a seven-page statement,
Jayalalithaa said, “I cannot
yield to their request contrary
to the law of the land, espe-
cially when I have taken an
oath under the constitution
which is of a secular nature.”

She said the stand of

chi
~pN

tay, says J a%

investigation can be co ducted against
them. It is for the public to think and
judge whether their view is right or
not. BJP may be interested in taking
up this issue in their programme to re-
habilitate their party,” she said.

“No one wished and expected that the
heads of the Sankara Mutt, es-
tablished to uphold Hindu
dharma, would stray from the
path of dharma and doctrines
of shastras to be arraigned as
accused in a murder case. At
the same time, when all the ev-

the BJP and “certain oth-
er vested interests” that she should
“intervene” in the investigation
process was “purely politically moti-
vated and their expectations are con-
trary to the rule of law.”

“Adherents of the BJP think that re-
ligious leaders are above law and no

= Mutt takeover plans,

idence clearly pointed to-
wards them in the com-
mission of such a crime, that could not
be ignored,” she said. Jayalalithaa said
investigation of the Sankararaman
murder case was being conducted by the
appropriate officers. When the investi-
gation was taking place, even the judici-
ary could not intervene in the matter. pn
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