Vidharbha:

P. Sainath

OR HEARTLESS cynicism, the Govern-
ment of Maharashtra is hard to beat.
The agrarian crisis in Vidharbha has
spun almost out of control. Appeals for
swift measures by many have fallen on deaf ears.
Calls for remedies by the National Commission
on Farmers have been ignored. Farm suicides
are on the rise. Sometimes there are two or three
in a day. None of this was unforeseen. In fact, it
was expected. (See The Hindu, October 28.
“Vidharbha: Awaiting a deadly harvest.”)

Many inquiries have been held. Some set up
by a government that hopes at least one will yield
a friendly finding. That has not happened. The
latest such study by the Indira Gandhi Institute
for Development Research further damages the
Deshmukh outfit. So did one by the Tata In-
stitute of Social Sciences (done at the behest of
the Bombay High Court) in March this year.
Both point to big, policy-driven failures.

Vidharbha’s mainly cotton farmers have been
hit by rising input costs and the crash of output
prices. They have also been ruined by the col-
lapse of rural credit. The banks will simply not
help them. So they turn to moneylenders. While
58 per cent of all farm households in the State
are in debt, it’s a lot worse in Vidharbha. Here,
close to 90 per cent of short-term credit needs
are met by private loan sharks. Meanwhile,
farmers have also been crushed by fake seed
dealers. Mindless de-regulation has crippled the
sector.

The farm suicides are the tip of the huge crisis
raging here, not its whole. They are, though, its
most powerful symbol. The Maharashtra Gov-
ernment has given out three divergent figures on
the deaths. It told the National Human Rights
Commission that 140 farmers in the whole State
had taken their lives. This was during 2001-04.
These deaths, it said, were debt-driven. (Indian
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Express, July 7, 2005.) A little later, it shifted
ground. In a note this year, it hiked the number
to 524 for the same period. Yet, this October, it
told the National Commission on Farmers
(NCF) something startling. Well over 300 sui-
cides had occurred in Yavatmal alone between
2001 and September this year, Thatis, in just one
of Vidharbha’s 11 districts.

The same data show that farm suicides in
Yavatmal have doubled almost every year in that
period. There’s more. Just 11 of the 307 families
who lost a loved one this way got any compensa-
tion at all. Since the day the NCF team arrived in
Nagpur on October 18, there have been 60 more
suicides in Vidharbha. As many as 32 of them in
Yavatmal alone. A worried NCF made vital rec-
ommendations for relief. These have mostly
been ignored by the State.

The crisis captures the decay of the political
class in Vidharbha. No MP or MLA tried to even
meet the NCF team led by Dr. M.S. Swami-
nathan. This, although the team had in tow the
young Rana Patil, Maharashtra’s Minister of
State for Agriculture. It gets worse. The MLAs
from the districts most affected are mainly from
the Shiv Sena and the BJP. Why help your rivals?

Meanwhile, the advance bonus normally paid
to cotton farmers has been scrapped. This
amount of roughly Rs.500 used to be added on to
the minimum support price for cotton declared
by the Centre. The State admits it costs around
Rs.2200 to produce a quintal of cotton. Yet the
scrapping of the advance bonus means farmers
will get Rs.1700 a quintal. A price last seen in
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1994. The Maharashtra Cotton Federation is a
mess. This year, the Federation had its first elec-
tions in living memory. That too, an indirect one.
Since 1972, this body set up for kisans, has never
had a ballot where farmers could vote directly.
Those who grow cotton have little say in its
running. And none at all in the shaping of larger
policy.

Huge delays in paying farmers their dues (on
the cotton it had procured) was just one failure.
The Federation made things worse by paying
them in instalments. Making their need for
quick cash much sharper. It also increased their
burden by cutting bank dues from their earn-
ings. So more and more farmers turned away
from the body towards moneylenders.

New sahucars

About the only action the Government has
taken after the NCF’s visit is a crackdown on
moneylenders. Very good. But here’s the prob-
lem. One, the new sahucars, the powerful input
dealers, are barely touched. They are not seen in
the village, anyway. The small-time village lend-
er is. And he is taking the heat. Ending harass-
ment is right and deserves support. But it comes
at a time when the formal credit system has
packed up. Thus the banks won’t give the farmer
money. And the little lender is afraid to. So even
weddings and funerals are held up.

Meanwhile, the State Government has helped
boost private traders. Those who exploit this
mess to lift the farmer’s produce at rock bottom
prices. Their parallel markets can now function
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ntre to stop the dumping of highly subsidised
cotton from the rich nations. Giant subsidies by
the United States to its producers have killed the
price of cotton. The duty on cotton imports is
just 10 per cent. On sugar — affecting western
Maharashtra — it i$ 60 per cent.

Meanwhile, few other governments have
brought in so many anti-poor measures. The
Prime Minister’s distaste for the two-child norm
means nothing to his party in Maharashtra.
Here, the State passed an Act that will make
irrigation water charges one and a half times
costlier for those farmers having more than two
children. It has already played havoc with.the
norm in the panchayats. This is punishing peo-
ple for being poor.

Poorer families tend to be larger than better
off ones. That is an insurance against higher
child mortality. (See The Hindu ,Nov.18)

In barring them from contesting local body
polls, the Government stifles their voices. Its
new bright idea is to punish those who have no
toilets in their homes. It has a Bill coming that
would bar members of such households from
fighting local bedy elections. A inove that is anti-
democracy in a profound sense. But that means
little to a regime which delights in demolishing
the homes of the poor. Meanwhile, Mr. Desh-
mukh’s Ministers call for selling off the last
green spaces in Mumbai to private, mostly cor-
porate hands.

Vidharbhais ahappy huntmg ground for mon-
ey-grubbers. Ministers, officials and film stars
have done paid-for propaganda for Bt cotton.
The hard sell has worked, too. Many small farm-
ers for whom this risk will prove fatal have em-
braced it. One last desperate throw of the dice.
Some film stars earned undisclosed lakhs for
their skills. But it will be some time before these
‘brand ambassadors,’ dare visit the region again.

The resources and energies of this State, in
agriculture at least, flow mostly towards western
Mabharashtra. That province too, has its share of
small farmers in distress. But the loot is con-
ducted in their name. The super rich who rule
the region have seldom lacked for credit. Or
much else. The last year alone has seen thou-
sands of crores of rupees going in credit and
subsidies to cooperatives. Bodies that have
ripped off massive sums from the provident
funds of their members and employees. To sick
sugar mills run by healthy barons who will never
repay their loans. To units that owe hundreds of
crores in power bills that they have no intention
of paying. To rich horticulturists, some of whom
are hobby farmers based in the city.

Contrast this with Vidharbha’s farmers taking
their lives for lack of a minor crop loan. Or with
small farmers in western Maharashtra who find
their funds siphoned off by the rich bosses of
their cooperatives. Political heavies who will not
be brought to book. The big new idea from the
region? Wine to be freely sold in shops and
stores. Never mind the public interest issues
involved. This would boost an elite already
locked into State largesse. It would do little for
Vidharbha where alitre of milk sells for alot less
than a litre of bottled water. The just announced
waiver of Rs.100 crore of interest on loans bypas-
ses poor cotton farmers. It does, though, help
rich horticulturists in irrigated Western Mah-
arashtra.

One good development though, is that politi-
cal protests have begun in the region. The sense
of a great letdown by the Shetkari Sanghatana
had kept people away from such action for years.
This week saw dharnas and sit-ins. And they've
drawn not just farmers but playwrights and pro-
fessors, teachers and journalists. And others as
well. People moved by their conscience and the
misery they are witness to. And with the knowl-
edge that this is man-made. Vidharbha might yet
see the power of moral reasoning beat back the
mad rush for profits from human misery.
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Unstable peace in

Madhya Pradesh

— o KA
he change of guard in Madhya)P adesh, with Shiv-
raj Singh Chauhan chosen to sucdeed Babulal Gaur
as Chief Minister, cannot serve as a lasting solu-
tion to the active dissidence within the State unit

of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Senior leader Uma Bharti,
who was seeking to return as Chief Minister, has already
broken ranks by attacking the selection process that by-
passed the party legislators. Through her strong disapproval
of the naming of the new Chief Minister before the party
legislators had met, Ms. Bharti has virtually signalled that
she will mobilise her supporters for a fresh toppling game.
After all, the demand for a change had more to do with Ms.
Bharti’s personal ambitions than with Mr. Gaur’s failings as
Chief Minister. In nominating Mr. Chauhan, the BJP na-
tional leadership relied on the well-worn methods of bring-
ing about a compromise. It wanted to be seen as respecting
the views of a majority of the party legislators. At the same
time, it was acutely conscious of the long-term implications
of caving in to the demands of a volatile Ms. Bharti. Thus,
while removing Mr. Gaur, the national leadership kept Ms.
Bharti out of the picture. The dissidents were met half way,
but their leader who has a penchant for challenging party
authority got nothing for her troubles. Interestingly, the
compromise had to be effected by the central parliamentary
board, which must have felt that the choice of the Chief
Minister was too important to be left to party legislators. Mr.
Chauhan, who was president of the State unit, has his own
supporters but he will derive much of his authority from the
national leadership rather than the party legislators who
formally elected him as their chief. Under such circum-
stances, Mr. Chauhan will no doubt be vulnerable to disside-
ntactivities.

By deciding to accommodate Ms. Bharti as a general
secretary at the national level, the BJP national leadership
has in effect given her little more than a face-saver. She did
not get the job she wanted, but in the public eye she was
being moved up the party hierarchy. In contrast to the Chief
Minister’s office, which would have enabled her to cultivate
her own political space in Madhya Pradesh, the post of party
general secretary is only as powerful as the party president
and other decision-makers will allow it to be. Since Ms.
Bharti’s previous attempt to create a hational support base
using the Tiranga yatra came to naught, she is justified in
being sceptical about what is in store for her now. In any
case, she will be one among several general secretaries and
will not be allowed to meddle in the affairs of her home State.
Not surprisingly, Ms. Bharti is in no mood to hold her peace.
Mr. Chauhan’s troubles seem to have begun before he has
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Old friends now foes in the Konkan,, . |
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The November 19 byelection for the Malvan-Kankavali seat of the Maharashtra
Assembly, promisesg¢obe a no-holds-barred fight.
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HE BYELECTION for the Malvan-Kan-

kavali seat of the Maharashtra Assemb-
ly, scheduled for November 19, will prove a
real test for the Shiv Sena. In the past, it used
muscle power in this region to win votes.
This time it has to work against its former
leader Narayan Rane, who is now the Con-
gress nominee and State Revenue Minister.

Both sides have said that violence will be
met with violence. Mr. Rane’s utterances
drew flak from Union Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar who said they were not in
accordance with Congress culture. At the
Shiv Sena’s customary Dussehra rally in
Mumbeai’s Shivaji Park, party supremo Bal
Thackeray warned that his activists would
retaliate if attacked. Political activists in
Malvan, in the Konkan region, fear it will be
a “Bihar type” campaign and point to over a
dozen recent clashes between Rane support-
ers, mostly ex-Shiv Sainiks, and those who
continue to be with the Shiv Sena workers.

Mr. Rane has made deep inroads into the
Sena’s following. Of the 30 Shiv Sena mem-
bers in the Sindhudurg Zilla Parishad (ZP),
29 have become his supporters. And so have
most of the party’s office bearers. Mr. Rane’s
detractors allege that many of them crossed
over as they feared violence. The lone Sena
loyalist in the ZP, Parshuram Uparkar, who
stayed back now heads the party’s district
unit and is also its nominee for the election.

Despite Mr. Thackeray’s rhetoric, most
people feel that a weakened district unit of
the Shiv Sena will not be able to take on Mr.
Rane’s brigade. However, this could change.
Inaugurating Mr. Uparkar’s campaign in
Kankavali, Sena deputy leader and MLC Ar-
vind Sawant advised his party men to adopt
“hit and run” guerrilla tactics. The talk
might have been aimed at boosting the Sen-
a’s morale since the district activists are
afraid of moving about freely not only in the
Malvan-Kankavali constituency  but
throughout the district. But it was also a
warning to the Rane camp.

The entire Thackeray clan will campaign
in Kankavali and Malvan, according to Sena
executive president Uddhav Thackeray. The
stakes are very high for the Congress and the
Shiv Sena. But a taste of what could follow
was already evident when Mr. Bal Thacke-
ray’s nephew, Raj, had to cut short his tour of
Mr. Rane’s home district in August because

Arunkumar Bhatt

Narayan Rane ... a lot at stake. - PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY.

of the growing division in the Sena’s ranks.
“The fact is that when Mr. Raj Thackeray
came here not a single Shiv Sainik dared to
display the saffron flag of the party or erecta
welcome arch for the visiting leader,” said
Vaibhav Naik, vice-president of the Kanka-
vali Municipal Council. “Now Mr. Rane’s
target is the Shiv Sena and not the Congress
and that is the only change,” said Mr. Naik,
who is the nephew of slain Congress worker
Shreedhar Naik. Mr. Rane was one of the
accused. In protest against Mr. Rane’s entry

into the Congress, he resigned from the post
he held in the party. Although Mr. Rane was
acquitted, Mr. Naik continues to be bitter.
The potential threat to the law and order
has been noted by Deputy Chief Minister
and Home Minister R.R. Patil. He said the
police would not hesitate to use weapons if
they are targeted in political clashes. But
both Mr. Rane and the Congress party have
criticised Mr. Patil, who belongs to the Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP), with Mr.
Rane complaining that the police favoured

Song
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the Shiv Sena. In the past, the chief clash in
the constituency has been between the Sena,
at that time led by Mr. Rane, and the NCP.

Mr. Rane’s supporters, however, insist
that there will be no law and order problem.
“The election would be peaceful and we are
going to win. There were problems but we
are all together now,” said Rajan Teli, a for-
mer president of the Sindhudurg Zilla Par-
ishad and a close confidante of Mr. Rane.
Both sides are gearing up for what promises
to be a fight to the finish, literally.
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4l myself am a victim

\aunderworld Govin

Says He Performed In Dubai Under
Pressure, And Wasn't Even Paid For It

New Delhi: Actor-MP Govinda, who
has been shown in a video footage
with Dawood Ibrahim, on Thursday
denied that he had any links with the
gangster and said he was being
framed by his political rivals.

Claiming that he himself had been a
victim of underworld, Govinda said he
had performed in Dubai under pres-
sure and had been cleared by the CBI,
CID and the police way back in 1989. “A
chance meeting does not mean having
links (with Dawood),” Govinda said,
reacting to the footage telecast by a TV
channel on Wednesday.

“I am disturbed myself. An artist is
just picked up and taken to perform
for someone under pressure and then
one is not even given money,” Govinda
said. “What was stunning is that there
were about 25 artistes who had been
taken to Dubai.”

Without questioning the authentici-
ty of the footage, he said, “What is baf-
fling is why only my footage. Why not
of the others. Instead of sympathising
with me, I am being framed,” said the
actor, who represents North Mumbai
in the Lok Sabha.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai police said
they will have to examine the video
footage of Govinda with Dawood to de-
cide if it amounted to any offence. Se-
nior crime branch officials were
tightlipped on the issue, only saying
the issue will be discussed with top of-
ficials before they decide if the MP’s
statement must be recorded. “The
video is quite old and we will have to
examine the entire content of the
tape,” a crime branch official said,
adding that any premature action
could lead to a fiasco similar to the
Salman-Aishwarya tape.

Joint commissioner of police Arup
Patnaik said, “The video clip appears
to date back to a period when it was a

BJP activists burn a poster of Govinda
in Bhopal to protest against his
alleged links with Dawood Ibrahim

common practice for film stars to
make Dubai trip under underworld
pressure. We will have to see if that
constitutes crime.”

Latching on to an opportunity to pin
down the Centre on the issue, the BJP
on Thursday demanded that Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi tell the nation
what action she proposed to take
against her party MP for his alleged
links with Dawood. “We would like So-
nia to tell the nation what action will be
taken against Govinda for his relations
with India’s most wanted man,” party
spokesman Prakash Javadekar said.

Reminding Sonia that even Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had raised
the Dawood issue during his talks
with George Bush and Gen Mushar-
raf, he said, “The tape is a sensational
revelation and action must follow.”
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Mumbai: The Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration on Saturday sound-
ed a high alert for the next
24 hours following a
weather bureau prediction
on heavy showers. A 15
year-old girl was killed and
four persons were injured
early Saturday in a land-
slide at Vikhroli Parksite
as heavy rain continued to
lash the city since early
Saturday morning. Aro- -
und 1,200 people in Kranti
Nagar, Kurla and another
300 people in Daulat Nagar,
Dahisar were shifted to
safer areas.

Having learnt a lesson
from the 26/7 deluge, the
BMC on Saturday in-
formed all cell phone com-
panies to warn people
about water logging. The
civic search and rescue
team deployed two boats in
the Kurla-Kalina area, but
the area remained incident
free. Heavy overnight
showers paralysed subur-
ban train services for the
second consecutive day on
Saturday as some trains got
cancelled while a majority
of them ran late. The
overnight showers were

COVEGEDR CICKT Animals may have been at the receiving end of nature’s fury, be it here
or in the US, but canine lovers swung into action as witnessed at Mumbai’s Air India
colony no 1 on Saturday and a flooded New Orleans street on Friday

strong enough to disrupt
services on the Western
line, something that had not
happened even on Friday. A
Western Railways spokes-
person said about 50 trains
wer cancelled between

Churchgate and Borivali
between 4 am and 12 noon.
His Central Railway col-
league told TOI that trains
were running late on both
main and harbour lines.
“Frequency was hit but the

impact was limited as it was
a Saturday”, he said.

As for the harbour line,
water-logging at Wadala in
the morning hours, drasti-
cally slowed down the
trains.
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-t heavy rains once again

People Scurry Home, Landsllde At Antop Hill Injures Four

Mumbai: With memories of
July 26 deluge yet to fade
away, the city got a fresh
lashing from heavy rains on
Friday, inundating several
areas and disrupting road
traffic, rail services and air-
line schedules. Barring a
solitary incident of land-
slide at Antop Hill in north-
central Mumbai which left
four persons injured, not
much damage to life or prop-
erty was reported, police
said.

The four injured were res-
idents of slums near Hanu-
man Tekdi, a hillock near
Ramabai Ambedkar garden,
and have been rushed to
Sion hospital, police said.

Inundation of several ar-
eas, mostly ‘in the suburbs,
led to slowing down of ve-
hicular traffic while poor
visibility affected the flight
schedule for some time at
the domestic and interna-
tional airports, sources said.

Suburban and long-dis-
tance rail traffic was dis-
rupted as the low-lying Sion-
Matunga section of the cen-
tral railway was under wa-
ter but the western railway
services and the harbour
line suburban service of
central railway continued to
ply normally  railway
sources said.

Police control room au-
thorities said water level
rose to nearly one and half
feet at Andheri, Khar and
Milan subway, Sahar-Bahar
junction, Vile Parle Junc-
tion, Condvita Tane in MIDC
(all "in “Westérn suburbs),
Ghatkopar-Narayannagar

THE CALL OF DUT\ Heavy rains and water-loggmg in most
parts of the city on Friday brought back memories of 26/7

junction, Kurla depot-Wadia
junction and Sion Circle
(eastern suburbs), and Hind-
mata and Bharatmata junc-
tion. “As a result, traffic had
come virtually to a halt,” po-
lice said. ‘

Several flights of Jet Air-

U'"‘

ways and Sahara Airlines
were also delayed due to
check-in system malfunc-
tioning at the domestic air-
port, sources said. The
check:in msffiboth the
airlin&% were down from 5.30
am To 7.50 am, airport

MfEN JuBLSELd

sources said. However, Indi-
an Airlines flights were un-
affected, they added.

The meteorology depart-
ment has, however, predict-
ed heavy showers in the city
during the next 24 hours and
at isolated places in Greater
Mumbai, - neighbouring
Thane and Raigad districts
in the next 38 hours.

A statement by the Maha-
rashtra government said
collectors of the Konkan re-
gion and BMC have been in-
structed to be on high alert
and the additional secretary
(home) witll review the situ-
ation in the evening. Mean-
while, Municipal commis-
sioner Johny Joesph has ap-
pealed to the public not to
panic.

Mumbai was battered by
the century’s heaviest rain
in July-end, bringing the
city to a standstill for two
days and killing more than
400 people in rain-related in-
cidents. Police too have
swung into action to ensure
rumour mongers do not
make hay, the same way as
last time leading to a stam-
pede in a slum in western
Mumbai that killed nearly a
dozen people.

The rains disappeared
equally fast in the late after-
noon, bringing respite to
the city populace and gov-
ernment authorities.

But, already wary of the
July 26 experience, a large
number of employees from
government and private of-
fices in south Mumbai pre-
ferred to return home early
due to the lashing. agencies

”"‘L./ﬁ



Rajasthan 0

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur:; Security has been
beefed up in jails across Ra-
jasthan as well as the Pink
City, following a threat from
a Kashmir-based terrorist
organisation that it would
carry ont blasts, between
September 7 and 14.

The threat was issued by
a group which calls itself
‘al-Mansoor’ said Omendra
Bhardwaj, additional direc-
tor general of police (intel-
ligence). The outfit had sent
the letter, written in Eng-
lish and Arabic, to a local
newspaper and a hotel, stat-
ing that it would blow up
five major hotels if the state

gove ent did not release
Pakistani prisoners in Ra-
jasthani jails.

‘A local Hindi newspaper
office received a letter writ-
ten in English and Arabic
dated September 2 in which
al-Mansoor has threatened
to blow up five centrally lo-
cated hotels in Jaipur, if
Pakistani prisoners lodged
in different jails in Ra-
jasthan are not released im-
mediately,” he said.

The letter says: “This is
an open warning to the gov-
ernment of Rajasthan: re-
lease all the Pakistani na-
tionals from various jails in
the state, otherwise our
army would start action.”

n terror alert _

The letter has been 51gned
by Anis-Ur-Rehman, who
claims to be an area com-
mander of the terrorist
group.

“We are trying to gather
information on this terror-
ist outfit... as of now nei-
ther we nor anyone in Delhi
has any detail on this or-
ganisation,” Bhardwaj said.
Police has been put on high
alert. “We are keeping a
close watch on the entire
situation and a strict vigil
on suspects in the city and
various public places that
can passibly be targets of
the strike,” an officer said.

He refused to divulge the
names of the hotels,
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MUMB

Soul and Structure of Govern-

ance in India, I had ended the
chapter on Urban Governance as
follows: It should be clear how
mind-boggling problems of im-
mense magnitude are staring in
the face of our machinery of ur-
ban governance, how the fast em-
erging phenomenon of super-
urbanisation and super-impover-
ishment of the urban poor is cau-
sing a huge storm to gather on
the horizons of our cities, how an
unholy alliance of unsavoury ele-
ments, in our civic and national
set-up is giving rise to further
complications and how poor un-
derstanding, poor vision and
poor motivation of the wielders
of political and bureaucratic pow-

' ln my recently published book,

er are preventing well-intention- -

ed persons to apply the correc-
tives and save our cities from re-
aching a point of no return.

Urban problems

The nation, including the en-
lightened section of it, is showing
little concern over the growing
complexity of our urban
problems and the crumbling
edifice of our cities. History, it is

said, is no blind goddess and does .
not excuse blindness in others.

She is not, going to make an
cxception in our case. We all have
to pay a heavy price for acting
like blind men with lanterns in
our hands.

The heavy price that the nation
has paid in billions of rupees and
800 lives in Mumbai on account
of rains has, therefore, not come
as a surprise to me. The tragedy
was inbuilt in the manner in
which our cities are being mis-
managed. In fact, “mini trage-
dies” of this nature are happen-
ing all the time. According to a
study conducted by the World
Bank, about 30,000 premature
deaths, 17 million respiratory
hospital admissions and 1.2 -bil-
lion restricted activity: days are
occurring annually in Indian cjt-
ies due to poor quality of life.
Three cities — Delhi, Mumpbai
and Kolkata — account for 44
per cent of these deaths. New and
more virulent forms of diseases
are appearing. The present un-
healthy conditions are estimated
to cause gn annual loss of 30.5

million “Disability Adjusted Life -

Years” which is equivalent to Rs
36,000 crore. '

Our unskilled and unhealthy
democracy, coupled with the civi-
fisational and cultural arthritis

The author is former Union Minister
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from which our nation is present-
ly suffering, is crippling ouf cities.
The overpowering influence of
land and building mafias, the
narrow politics of slums, the ever

" increasing disposition of the Exe-

cutive and the Legislature to sac-
rifice its legal and moral obliga-

tions at the altar of expediency -

and the failure -of even constitu-
tional authorities like the Elec-

tion Commission to check the

nefarious practice of creating
“vote-banks” of squatters have all
combined to make our urban life
generally nasty, brutish and chao-
tic. We tend to forget that the ma-
ladies that afflict our cities - afe
not merely localised wounds that
could be cleaned, disinfected,
bandaged and healed. They ex-
tend to large areas and have degep
roots. Cities shape civilisations
and dre alsp shaped by them:
They are so inextricably enmesh-
ed that it is impossible to view
one without the other. The dis-
eased and dehumanised civilisa-
tions are bound to give birth to
the sick and soulless cities, which,
in turn, add to the debasement
and disorientation of civilisations.

"Mutual infirmities get reinforced.

A vicious circle comes into being,

Vicious circle

It is in this vicious circle that
the tragedy of the present-day ur-
ban India basically lies. The pre-
datory forces in politics, bureau-
cracy and civic life and social for-
ces inherent in the general pur-
suit of shallow materialism have
come to dominate the landscape
and mindscape of our cities.

India’s governance machinery
has turned a blind eye to the deep
linkages that exist between civili-
sation and cities and done nothi-
ng to cleAn up and purify the
civilisational current that flows
underneath the surface of our cit-
ies. Nor has it understood, in any

meaningful sense, the various.
. grim challenges that the world-

wide phenomenon of fast urbani-
sation is throwing up. The special
features of the Indian urban
scene, such as the simultaneous
growth of population both in

urban and rural settlements, too,

have been overlooked. So is the
position with regard to the need
for enforcing strict urban discip-
line, making the implementation
machinery effective and locating
new financial, technical and man-

agerial resources. All in all, this
has been a case of a foggy vision,
inadequate understanding and
colossal casualness.

Consequently, today, in every
aspect of city life — density of po-
pulation; availability of land;
housing; slums and squatters’ set-
tlements; municipal services;
open spaces; the scale and cha-
racter of migration; employment;
traffic/ transport; energy; com-
munication; crime; health and
environment, civic set-up and fin-
ance — the prevailing conditions
present a sad picture.

At present, there is no sani-
tation worth the name for 52 per
cent of the urban population. The
sewerage system covers only 35
per cent of the population of class
IV cities and 75 per cent of class I
cities. About 34 per cent of urban
population does not have any
arrangement even for drainage of
rain water around its habitats.
Sixty per cent of the municipal
bodies in India collect less than
40 per cent of the solid waste
generated daily.

At least 28 per cent of the ur-
ban waste is allowed to decom-

- pose and putrefy on the roadside

and around houses and factories.
Quite a substantial portion of it
goes into the drains, choking

them and creating slush and stink -

all around, besides providing
breeding ground for pests, flies
and mosquitoes and cockroaches.

We have the dubious distinc-
tion of having the highest conges-
tion rate in the world — about 19

per cent of Indian families live in
less than 10 square metres of
space. About 44 per cent of
families in the urban areas live in
one room accommodation anly.
On an average, the slums and sqg-
uatters’ population has been in-
creasing at more than double the
general growth rate of population
of cities. At present, at least 35
per cent of our cities’ population
lives in the slum-settlements. In
Kolkata, about 1.5 million people
are living in 2011 registered and
3500 unregistered stums. Half of
them have been there for two
generations or more. The percen-
tage of the slum-dwellers to the
total population is now 55 in
Mumbai. This percentage rises to
80 if the population living in
squalid and dilapidated chawls is
taken into account. In the capital.
New Delhi, if the katras of the
walled city are added to its
‘unauthorised colonies and 1,080
jhuggi-jhompri (hutments) clus-
ters, about 77 per cent of its po-
pulation would be found to be
living in slums.

Things fall apart

Things have truly fallen apart.
Only an elevating vision and
strong implementational will can
save our cities from a total col-
lapse. The new vision must in-
clude comprehensive planning, a
new urban land policy which trea-
ts land as a source for creating
socially and environmentally har-
‘monious communities; a new
framework of urban institutions
which answers the current and
emerging requirements of grow-
ing metropolises; a new cadre of
urban administrators who have
the training and motivation to
meét new challenges; a new hu-
man settlement technology which
promotes technological adapta-
tions and focuses on special
problems of poor urban migrants
and involves a strategy of chan-
ging this neglected lot of today
into urban pioneers of tomorrow.

But for all this, we would re-
quire a new environment and a
new urge to reform our civilisa-
tional roots. Neither a great city
nor a great country can be built
unless the current culture of cor-
.ruption and callousness is repla-
ced by a new culture of compas-
sion and commitment and it is re-
alised that regeneration of our
cities involves the much wider
task - of natignal regeneration.
Cities, in essence, are the spiri-
tual workshop of the nation. They
mirror the mind and the motiva-
tion of the people at large.



Killer lepto strain is

3 yfattac

Respiratory stress

By Ashley D’'Mello & Malathy lyer/TNN

Mumbai: The Mumbai outbreak of leptosp-
irosis can be pinned down to a strain of the
leptospira bacterium that attacks the respi-
ratory system, say experts. “This is a strain
that seems to affect the patient’s lungs

rector of Holy Family Hospital, Bandra,
who had been with the
civic-run KEM Hospi-
tal, Parel, told TOI on

Saturday.
Figures emerging
from the civic adminis-

tration seem to bear
this out. There has
been a substantial
number of patients
with ‘fever’ admitted to
various hospitals in
the flood aftermath
who showed infection
in their lungs rather
than the sudden bleeding normally associ-
ated with leptospirosis.

At Saturday’s press briefing at the BMC
headquarters, Nair Hospital dean Dr Sanjay
Oak highlighted the fact about lung infec-
tion, adding patients were suffering from
acute respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS) which required them to be conn-
ected to a ventilator (artificial respirator).

While Nair Hospital, Mumbai Central,
has seen 28 ARDS cases since the outbreak
started earlier in the week, KEM Hospital,
Parel, has seen 32 cases. In private hospitals
too, there have been cases of patients laps-
ing into ARDS. According to a doctor,
“ARDS is a rare condition that is normally
associated with intensive care units. But
usually there are no more than two or three
patients in any ICU with this condition. If
there is a sudden increase in the number of
ARDS cases, it could be an indirect pointer
that something is wrong,” he said, stating a
standard protocol in community medicine.

‘\

S

syndrome cases rising

lungs

$12.5m medicines
stuck at airport

By Viju B/TNN

Mumbai: Mumbai may be reeling under an
epidemic and facing a severe shortage of
life-saving drugs, vials and medical equip-

ment. But the sense of urgency evidently

i hasn’t touched the babus who seem to have
rather than his kidneys,” Dr K G Nair, di- |
: sult—4,500 emergency medical and relief

vanished on a long weekend holiday. The re-

consignments from the
US, worth $12.5 million,
have been awaiting
clearance in the Chha-
trapati Shivaji interna-
tional airport cargo
section for the last four
days.

The relief package is
the biggest medical aid
that has come from
abroad for both Mum-
bai and Thane after the
26/7 deluge. But its
donor, Americares, a
US-based non-profitable foundation, is wor-
ried that the medicines have still to reach
the needy:

The first phase of the aid (the total relief
package is $15 million), which is now lying
at the airport, consists of seven lakh anti-di-
arrhoea tablets, 13.5 lakh water purification
packets and antibiotics that are effective
against water-borne viruses.

There is also a WHO-approved hygiene kit
which functions as a mini-hospital that can
treat 10,000 people for three months. The kit
has syringes, anti-tetanus and hepatitis in-
jection bottles, surgical equipment and even
buckets and folding tables that can be erect-
ed at any place like a tent in a matter of
hours. “The kit can be erected at marooned
places in Kalyan, Thane and Badlapur"
where people are dying as there are no good
hospitals nearby,” says Zelma Lazarus, CEQ
of Impact India foundation, the nodal
agency in charge of co-ordinating this relief

¢ operation across the city.

.
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FEVER’ KILLS 4

41N 3

DAYS

LEPTO, DENGUE OUTBREAK FEARED. MONITOR HI&H’EMP

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The wave of
infectious diseases,
which was anticipated
after the floods, has now
hit the city and its ex-
tended suburbs, with the
death toll already up to
44. Most of these deaths
are attributed to lep-
tospirosis, den-gue or
malaria in the last three
days.

Director General of
Health Services Dr Sub-
hash Salunkhe told TOI
that the Kalyan-Dom-
bivli belt was the worst-
affected in the state with
18 confirmed deaths due
to leptospirosis and
dengue haemorrhagic
fever.

Of the 14 deaths re-
ported in Mumbai city
on Wednesday, one has
been put down to malar-
ia. Common symptoms
in the bad cases have
been high fever, vomit-
ing and acute respirato-
ry distress syndrome,
usually associated with
an advanced stage of lep-
tospirosis.

“As of now, these may
be cases .of suspected
leptos-pirosis, dengue or
malaria,” said BMC
commissioner  Johny
Joseph, who rushed to
Kherwadi in Bandra (E)
which has reported an

recorded since

Mazgaon, Byculla,
Wadala, Sion, Kurla,
Prabhadevi . . ..

Gastroenteritis Leptospirosis

Malaria Dengue Cholera
Source Source - Source Source
Tiger mosquitoss  Water contami- Contaminated
Sy_mptoms Symptoms, nated with water
Fever, chill, Fever, headache bacterium vibrio Symptoms
headache and, in advanced cholerae Diarrhoea,
Treatment cases, haemorrhage Symptoms vomiting
Chloroquinot Treatment Diarrhoea, vomiting  Treatment
Affected areas "Symiptornatic and, in some cases, Antibiotics,
Santa Cruz, treatment and,in  fever replacement of
Kalina, Parel, bad cases, Treatment water
Andheri transfusion of Antibiotics, Affected areas
All figures mentioned  platelets replacement of Bandra, Santa
are no. of cases Affected areas fluids, rest Cruz, Andheri,
Santa Cruz, Kalina,  Affected areas Virar, Natlasopara,

Virar, Kurla,
Ghembur, Thane,

1074

Source

Water contami-
nated with urine of
infected animal
Symptoms

Fever, chills, aches

in head and
muscles, vomitting
and, in rare cases,
Jaundice, rashes
and mufti-organ
failure .

Treatment
Antibictics
Affected areas
Kalina, Bandra,
Sion, Dharavi,

upsurge in post-flood dis-
eases.
A doctor at V N Desai

Hospital, Santa Cruz (E),
said many patients had
high fever and blood in

their sputum. Irfan Mer-
chant, who runs a school
at Bharat Nagar, Bandra

(E), said that more than
ten persons had died in
the slum in the past few
days after high fever and
“bloody vomit”.

The BMC admitted that
the next few days were
critical as the 15-day incu-
bation period for most in-
fectious diseases has just
ended. According to one
civic estimate, about
20,000 people in Mumbai
are being treated for dis-
eases that begin with the
benign symptoms of
“fever, diarrhoea and
vomiting”. “This is cer-
tainly not an epidemic in
an area that has a popula-
tion of more than 1.8
crore and which includes
Thane and Navi Mum-
bai,” said a BMC official.
“It’s a cause for concern,
but not for panic.”

But additional munici-
pal commissioner Vi-
jaysinh Patankar admit-
ted that the corporation
was worried about the
rising toll since Tuesday
night.

At Bhabha Hospital,
Bandra (W), seven deaths
have been reported in the
last two days. At V N De-
sai Hospital, Santa Cruz,
unconfirmed reports
said there were ten
deaths in the last three
days, but official sources
confirmed only one death
in the last two days.
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Epidemic fever

SATISH NANDGAONKAR

Mumbai, Aug. 11: The high
court had warned of it, resi-
dents are scared of it and the
civic body is shy of it. It was
left to the public health minis-
ter to spell it out: Epidemic.

After the rain, India’s fi-
nancial capital is battling an-
other killer. At least 66 people
have died of suspected lep-
tospirosis in Mumbai and
Thane since the July 26 del-
uge. About 2,000 are in hospi-
tal with symptoms of infec-
tious diseases, 447 of them
wheeled into the wards today,

The symptoms are of lep-
tospirosis, but only lab tests
can confirm the disease.

“The situation is serious
but under control. We have
asked the municipal corpora-
tion of Mumbai and Kalyan-

0-&r - M

Dombivli to declare an epi-
demic under the Epidemic
Act,” public health minister
Vimal Mundada told reporters
around 4.30 pm, with medical
education minister Dilip
Walse-Patil by his side.

But three hours later, mu-
nicipal commissioner Johny
Joseph was still insisting that
an epidemic had not been de-
clared. “T haven’t been official-
ly asked to do so by the govern-
ment,” he said.

Joseph, though, did issue a
circular declaring leptospiro-
sis as a “notifiable” disease,
which means every medical
practitioner must report any
case he comes across to the
civic body.

Doctors said in private that
there indeed is an epidemic
sweeping across the city and
the number of patients admit-

n M
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tosplrosls. Also:
called rat fever, is caused

by bacteria

-#Carriers: Rodents;
contracted through wounds
exposed to standing water

oSymptoms; Fever,
vomiting, body ache and
redness of eyes

#Treatment: Antibiotics

ted to hospitals is -much
higher.

The medical education
minister hinted that the num-
bers could get worse. “The dis-
ease has a gestation period (be-
tween catching the infection
and showing the symptoms) of
four to 21 days,” Walse-Patil
said.

“So, people who waded
through water on July 26-27

umbal

need to be careful and watch
for symptoms of fever and
vomiting in the next five
days.”

Leptospirosis is caused by
the bacterium Leptospira in-
terrogans, which is transmit-
ted to humans through the
urine of rodents. The symp-
toms are fever, vomiting, se-
vete body ache and redness of
the eyes. The infection is con-
tracted through cuts or
wounds exposed to standing
water.

Additional municipal com-
missioner Manoj Shrivastava
provided the official statistics:
127 suspected leptospirosis
cases in city hospitals, with 15
admitted today, 42 being treat-
ed for suspected dengue, 52 for
typhoid, 179 for hepatitis,
1,223 for gastro-enteritis, and
341 for malaria.
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Mum-Del: Rs 58,000cr.
~ Del-Mum: Rs 100cr

By Mahendra Kumar Singh/TNN

i New Delhi: Mumbai, the financial capital of the coun-
i try, is expected to contribute almost Rs 58,000 crore this
i year in personal and corporate income taxes to the Cen- :
i tre but does not even get Rs 100 crore in central assis-
i tance for development of its core infrastructure.
i To put Mumbai’s contribution in perspective, at Rs
i 57,723 crore it’s more than the combined share of Delhi
i (Rs 27,623 cr), Bangalore (Rs 15,194 cr) and Chennai (Rs
¢ 11,234 cr), according to a recent statement by the chair-
{ man of the Central Board of Direct Taxes. Yet, when it
i comes to sharing central funds for urban infrastructure,
i this megacity of 13 million gets short shrift despite
i grand statements.
i In this year’s budget, finance minister P Chi-
¢ dambaram proposed to make Mumbai a regional hub for
¢ finance. He also proposed to appoint a high-powered ex- .
i pert committee, in consultation with the Reserve Bank :
i of India, on how to make Mumbai a regional financial
! centre, almost midway between London and Tokyo, two :
i nerve-centres of world finance. :
i The Centre also promised Mumbai a big cut of the Rs :
i 1,000 crore for the National Urban Renewal Mission ‘!
i (NURM) aimed at pushing urban infrastructural proj- :
i ects like the Mumbai Metro Rail Project, Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link and Mumbai Western Expressway :
Sealink. But the ambitious ‘mission’ of the urban devel-
opment ministry has not yet taken off. :
Interestingly, the only central assistance for Mum-
bai’s urban infrastructure development comes under :
the centrally-sponsored scheme for infrastructure de- :
velopment of megacities initiated in 1993-94. Under this :
scheme, Mumbai received only around Rs 54 crore dur- :
ing 2004-05, while Bangalore got Rs 39 crore and Kolkata :
nearly Rs 47 crore.
Delhi, of course, is in a different league—as National :
Capital Territory, the Planning Commission has ap- :
proved an annual plan for 2005-06 at Rs 5,100 crore for the :
NCT, all of which will come as central assistance. Apart
from this Plan assistance, Delhi will also get Rs 72 crore :
under various centrally-sponsored schemes during the
current year. i
i It’s true that the corporate income tax collections
! credited to Mumbai come from companies with their :
i registered offices in the city which may be operating all :
i across India, but that would be true, even if to a lesser

P

i extent, of the collections from other cities as well. /f“g
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City gets rspltefrom ﬁu

Toll In State Rises’

Mumbai: After three days of rain fury, life in
the metropolis is slowly getting back on track
with improvement in weather conditions since
Monday night, even as the toll due to heavy
rains in the city rose to 436 on Tuesday:

The cloud cover over Mumbai region has be-
gun to decrease but the gusty winds will con-
tinue to blow at about 50 km per hour, the mete-
orological office said. However, the fishermen
have been warned not to venture into the sea as
it will continue to be rough to very rough, the
weather office said adding Signal flag No 3, in-
dicating the danger, had been hoisted along the
coast. Till 8.30 am, the rainfall recorded in Co-
laba was 86.8 mm while Santa Cruz recorded
149.5 mm, it added. Fifty-nine people were re-
ported missing, according to Mantralaya con-
trol room.

The suburban rail services were on Tuesday
restored on Central, Harbour and Western Rail-
way sections. While trains on the Harbour line
trains are plying from CST to Andheri and Pan-
vel, the Central Railway is running services up
to Kalyan, officials said.

Flight operations also improved, though the
airport was shut for a brief period from 5 am to
5.45 am due to poor visibility, airport sources
said. The schools and colleges were declared
closed for the second day.

Trading at Bombay Stock Exchange com-
menced on a hormal note and attendance in of-
fices was reported to be better than Mondat.

The death toll in Maharashtra rose to 942
with Mumbai accounting for 436 deaths, Navi
Mumbai 60, Thane 206, Raigad 136, Ratnagiri 18,
Sindhudurg seven, Kolhapur 11, Parbhani six,
Nanded nine, Yavatmal 10, Satara four, Beed
seven, Aurangabad seven, Jalna two, Hingoli
one, Wardha two, Pune seven, Nasik one, Bhan-
dara five, Washim two and Amravati five.

However, rains continued to lash Pune, re-
sulting in waterlogging in some areas. Water
overflowed from Khadakvasla, Panshet and
Vanganga dams inundating low-lying areas.

In Vidarbha region, there was also a let-up in
rainfall and water level receded in Vainganga
river in Bhandara.

In Nasik, incessant rains since Monday night
disrupted normal life and the civic body issued
notices to residents of old houses in Kazi Gadhi
locality, facing threat of collapse due to heavy
rains.

The district authorities have also alerted peo-
ple staying on the banks of Godavari river after
more than 13000 cusecs of water was released
from Gangapur dam. Indian Meteorological De-
partment said in Pune that there was a possi-
bility of revival of monsoon with a building of
a low pressure area in the north of Bay of Ben-
gal shortly.

City power utility Reliance Energy Ltd,
whose supply areas in central suburbs are in
dark for almost a week now, on Tuesday said it
expected to restore power by the evening. “We
expect to restore power in suburbs of Kurla,
Saki Naka and Kalina by this evening,” an REL
official here said. Agencies

ir

Rail, Air Services Improve

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE, NOT A DROP TO DRINK: Women wade through waist deep
water after purchasing dnnking water in Mumbai on Tuesday while railway commuters
return to work after enduring a week-long deluge

Vv
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Rane joins Congress, sworn in Minister: "

Several of his followers follow suit; tlght securlty at functlon Venue

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI: Expelled Shiv Sena leader Na-
rayan Rane on Saturday was formally
inducted into the Congress along with
several of his supporters at a function
at Tilak Bhavan in central Mumbai.
Later in the evening Mr. Rane was
sworn in as Cabinet Minister.

Along with Mr. Rane, both his sons
Nitesh and Nilesh joined the Congress.
The former Minister, Suresh Navle, the
ex-Mumbai mayor, Hareshwar Patil,
the former MLA, Srikant Sarmalkar,
and several Shiv Sainiks from Konkan,
Satara, Dhule and other places joined
the Congress.

The Mumbai police were taking no
chances this time, and posted tight se-
curity at the venue. Metal detectors
checked people who entered the road
leading to Tilak Bhavan, teeming with
Rane supporters from the Sena. Even
though the function was supposed to
be a low-Key affair with only select in-
vitees, the whole place was crowded
with Congress workers and hundreds
of enthusiastic Sainiks.

“I will uphold the sanctity and puri-
ty of the Gandhi cap as well as the
tricolour,” said Mr. Rane. “If I was told
amonth ago that I would be joining the
Congress, I would have thought it im-
possibie,” he said. He said joining this
party was the only way he could work
for the people of the State. While he did
criticise the Congress when he was a
Sainik, now he would abide by the pol-
icies and objectives of his new party, he
said. His main aim would be to streng-
then the party. He exhorted workers to
engage in flood relief work and help
people in returning to normality.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Vilas-
rao Deshmukh, Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Prabha Rau, Gurudas
Kamat, MP, the former Chief Minister
AR. Antulay and others attended the
function. Welcoming Mr. Rane, Mr.
Deshmukh said his entry would streng-
then the party in the Konkan where it
was rather weak. Mr. Deshmukh said

%3

INTO THE FOLD: The former Shiv Sena leader, Narayan Rane, being greeted by Maharashtra Chief
Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh and Deputy Chief Minister R.R. Patil after he was inducted into the
Cabinet in Mumbai on Saturday. -PHOTO: PTI

whoever accepted Sonia Gandhi’s lead-
ership was welcome to join the party.
Mr. Rane was leader of the Opposi-
tion when Mr. Deshmukh first became
Chief Minister and then again last year.
“I had joked that we should have such
ideal leaders of the Opposition,” Mr.

Deshmukh remarked, adding that it
was not easy for a person to have first
been Chief Minister and then Leader of
the Opposition as Mr. Rane was. He
said he was witness to Mr. Rane’s hard
work and persistence and such qual-
ities would enhance the strength of the

Congress.

Mr. Rane will visit the affected parts
of the city on Sunday and tour the Kon-
kan region, which was the worst affect-
ed by the monsoon. Mr. Rane is a
four-time MLA from Malvan in the
Konkan region.
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gates as more and more residents of
the slum crowded there. The situation
at the hospital was grim with wailing
women mourning the loss of their
loved ones and agitated residents curs-
ing the authorities including the hos-
pital staff. The hospital doctors made
an announcement over a microphone
advising people to remain calm and as-
suring treatment for all. Announce-
ments were also made in Tamil.

Neither police commissioner A N
Roy not home minister R R Patil were
spared. “It takes our deaths to bring
you here,” one woman shouted. “Our
slum is closed to politicians for ever—
don’t you dare come begging for
votes,” she said.

[he tsunami,
vhich struck
south India
xxactly seven
nonths ago,
vas used with a
ruel twist in
Viumbaion -
[hursday. The
Jead, at last
>ount, was 24 as
vord spread—
vithout basis—
‘hat the tsunami
1ad hit the city

‘v
N

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: By 9.30 pm on Thursday,
Jehru Nagar was turning in for an-
ither dark night, exhausted by a day
pent cleaning their flooded houses
nd counting their losses.

“The children had gone to sleep,”
ecalls Revathy Maran, a domestic
vorker. “I was cleaning the house.
suddenly there was a huge roar out-
ide. Tsunami, tsunami, they were
houting,” she says. Within seconds,
he rumour had spread like wildfire
ind Nehru Nagar was on its feet and
unning. Seconds later, a sea of people
1ad passed over and in its wake lay 18,
ncluding 10 children, dead.

Nirmal Nagar, a few kilometres
outh, too, had tucked in when it
1eard the same rumours. The same
nad rush occurred, leaving four dead.

And, a few kilometres north in
Soregaon, the rumours claimed two;

.

both were elderly men who died.of

so many deaths, residents said, was Dbles rushed to the scene but were un-

cardiac arrests during the mad rush to
get out. ’

But Nehru Nagar was hit the worst
by the rumours. Around 15,000 people
poured into the alleys of the slum, just
a few feet wide at most places and
eight feet across in the central alley.
Streams of people from every small

cluster of houses converged. The rea-
gOn wrhtr NTalies Y- - o

because of the sheer number of people
— roughly 40,000 — and the narrow al-
leys. Also, the ‘tsunami’ rumour
touched a particularly raw nerve—the
slum is predominantly South Indian.
The police beat chowky is situated
just outside the Nehru Nagar slum
and the police station is less than a
kilometre away-but that was of no
o 77 sm-~tovang few consta-

able to handle the situation.

The injured and the dead were tak-
en to the hospital by the residents. Po-
lice reinforcements came almost an

hour and a half after the incident, res:.

idents said. :

Tempers ran high at the Coopei: hos-
pital where the dead were tiken and
the injured were admitted. The poltee

and the hospital securi

ased -

Residents confronted him over the
lack of electricity in the area and un-
clean drains. Patil assured that he
would speak with Reliance Energy of-
ficials. When the electricity came on
in the central alley of Nehru Nagar by
about 2 am, it was met with grim faces.
“What use is it? To see our dead chil-
dren?”’ said Raman Sethu, a construc-
tion worker.

Candles throw up
ghostly shadows
in room of dead

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Cooper Hospital was inun-
dated throughout Tuesday and
Wednesday. The water went down by
Thursday evening but—in a couple of
hours——the hospital was again
swamped, this time with victims of a
mindless stampede that was sparked
off by a sick rumour.

But, although the water had reced-
ed, the hospital was in no position to
accommodate the dead and the
injured. .

There was no power and the gener-
ator set that tried to light up the hos-
pital was adequate only for the ICU
and the ICCU.

The effect this had was quite ghost-
ly: relatives—with candles and
lanterns-—went about the room in
which bodies had been piled up, look-
ing up each body and hoping it would"
not be their son’s or mother’s. Miss-
ing after the stampede, clearly, was an
option that was infinitely better than
dead.

Savitri Sivanandan was one of
those who had turned up to look for:
her brother and his family. And she
was one of the many who went back
in a happier frame of mind than
when they had walked in.

The males in her family first went
through the room of the dead. Slight-
ly happier when they did not find any
of their relatives, they went to the
room where the injured were (again
with the candles) to find the faces
they were looking for.



Is there a tenth Ianet?

By Kenneth Chang and Dennis Overbye

~ Jumbo skids off Mumbai tarmac

N

dd a tenth planet to the solar sys-
tem— or possibly subtract one.

Astronomers have announced that they
had found a lump of rock and ice that was
larger than Pluto and the farthest known
object in the solar system. The discovery
will probably rekindle debate over the
definition of “planet” and whether Pluto
still merits the designation.

The new object—as yet unnamed, but
temporarily known as 2003 UB313—is
now 9 billion miles away from the Sun, or
97 times as far away as Earth and about
three times Pluto’s current distance from
the Sun. Its 560-year elliptical orbit brings
it as close as 3.3 billion miles. Pluto’s orbit
ranges from 2.7 billion miles to 4.6 billion.

The astronomers do not have an exact
size for the new planet, but its brightness
and distance tell them it is larger than
Pluto, the smallest of the nine planets.

“It is guaranteed bigger than Pluto,”
said Michael E Brown, a planetary astro-
nomy prof at the California Institute of
Technology and a part of the team that
made the discovery. “Even if it were 100%

An artist's impression of the cold and dark
‘planet’. It will be visible for six months
directly overhead in the early-morning
eastern sky in the cetus constellation

LpauenRYS IEEE ALY

G

£ g12en
TouREbRL SRS

The discovery was made on January 8
at Palomar Observatory in California. Dr
Brown and the other members of the
team—Chadwick A Trujillo of the Gemi-
ni Observatory in Hawaii and David L
Rabinowitz of Yale University—then
found that they had, unknowingly, taken
images of the planet, using the observa-
tory’s 48-inch telescope, in 2003.

The astronomers have proposed a name
for the “planet” to the International As-
tronomical Union. News of the discovery
was announced earlier than expected af-

.

e G wy
injured in the incident that shut down the airport for two hours. The plane
damaged some runway lights and narrowly missed a guard’s shack. After the

scheduled stop-over that could have ended in disaster, the passengers AT UL A .
continued their journey on another plane around 12 noon. In Delhi, civil reflective, it would be larger than Pluto. It  ter hackers broke into Brown’s website,

aviation minister Praful Patel biamed the incident on pilot error, can’t be more than 100% reflective.” he charged. new York Times News Service i
saying he did not apply full brakes on a wet runway

A Boeing 747-400 from Bangalore stands at a tilt after overshooting the
secondary runway of Mumbai airport amid a downpour around 7 am on
Saturday. It ground to a halt after its nose wheels jammed into the soft earth i
beyond the tarmac, which was thrown open on Thursday after the main runway
was submerged for 48 hours after Tuesday's torrential rain. None of i
the 335 passengers or crew on the Chicago-bound aircraft were

Capital! FM delivers Marx
lesson on Marxist turf

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: The Left was left spee-
chless in its homeground on Sat-
urday after Union finance mini-
ster P Chidambaram quoted
Karl Marx to justify the need to
use all means possible te raise
capital.

Though he did not directly re-
fer to the Left’s strident opposi-
tion to the BHEL disinvestment,
the message was loud and clear
in his first visit to the Marxist
bastion since taking charge as
FM in the UPA government.

“There is no conflict between
growth and social justice. With
growth, there is chance for so-
cial justice; without it, there is
none, And growth is a product of
investment and incremental cap-
ital-output ratio. To provide
roads, schools, hospitals, drink-
ing water facility in rural India,
we must have growth by attract-

FULL MARX

ing more capital,” he said.
“Marx was not against capital.
Don't equate capital to capital-
ists. Had he (Marx) been alive,
his main concern would have
been infrastructure constraints
in the way of capital formation.
Marx would have written about
the blocks that clog investments,
foreign exchange transactions,
customs procedures, and about
lack of adequate banking and in-
surance  facilities,” Chi-
dambaram said at the inaugura-

tion of Asia’s largest integrated
leather facility, Calcutta Leather
Complex (CLC).

Terming CLC a “shining ex-
ample” of public-private part-
nership, the FM added that he
was happy to see the West Ben-
‘gal .government promote part-
nerships with private firms, do-
mestic and foreign.

“T am glad that chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
shares my views and is trying
his best, both in India and out-
side, to attract capital,” he told
business honchos at a subse-
quent Indian Chamber of Com-
merce meeting.

Making a strong case for for-
eign investment, the FM said: “A
wise country uses its savings. A
wiser country uses it as well as
the savings of other countries.
Since our savings is only 25-27%
against China’s 40%, we must
tap into all sources of capital.”

By Viju B/TNN

Mumbai: If London
earned the sobriquet of the
City of Black Death after it
was devastated by the great
plague of 1665, the mini-
township of Kalyan could
well inherit the title today.

Afloat with tonnes of
garbage and hundreds of
carcasses of humans and
buffaloes, casualties of the
flood that has turned this
township into a stinking
drain, Kalyan has gone
without power, drinking
water and basic commodi-
ties for the last four days.
All communication and
road links have been dam-
aged. It’s a miracle that the
500,000 people living here
are still surviving without
any grave illness.

In a severe administra-
tive lapse that could have fa-
tal consequences, no gov-
ernment age-ncy—munici-
pal officials, Rapid Action
Force personnel (stationed

v L AT A e

Residents on Kurla block
traffic on Saturday to
protest against non-supply
of power and water even
after the flood water have
receded. The toli across the
state rose to 853—420 of
them in Mumbai

here like mannequins near
the municipal headquar-
ters), or police— has come
forward to help the ma-

rooned residents. Except at

THE TIhii 5 CT
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Murbad Road, where senior
officials reside (Kalyan mu-
nicipal commissioner
Dhanraj Khamatkar,
deputy commissioner of po-
lice Dr She-rin Dorje and
senior MSEB officials), the
87 wards across Kaly-an
have been left to darkness.
Two days ago, about 2000™
frustrated residents from
across Kalyan stormed into
the municipal headguar-
ters and vandalised the ve-
hicles and towing machine.
The police responded by ar-+=«
resting three youngsters
from Durgadikila, one of
the worst-hit areas. “We lost
three volunteers who were
helping to lift carcasses fr-
om an area where not a sin-
gle municipal official has
bothered to step into,” says
Sharfudin Karte, a resident.
Nearly 40 people died in
Kalyan and many are still
missing. Bodies still spring
up from nowhere and float
in the open grounds.
» KMC not equipped, Page 5
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MUMBAL July 29. —
Mumbai police cracked

. down on rumour-mongers

who fuelled panic in this
disaster-struck city by ar-
resting 17 persons who pre-
cipitated major stampedes
last night in two precincts
of the western suburbs that
resulted in the death of
over 20 people. As if this
was not enough, the city
was today agog with the
buzz that a cyclone warning
has been issued for south
Mumbai.

In a maeabre twist to the
death and destruction that
rained down on the mauled
metropolis on Tuesday
evening/night, rumours of a
dam’ burst and an ap-
proaching tsunami created
another wave of panic and
resulted in stampedes as
people tried to flee homes
for safety late last night
(around 10 p.m. onwards).
It resulted in the death of
reportedly over 20 people,
including eight children
and five women, who were

trampled underneath by
milling crowds as they tried
to exit from the narrow
gateways of their slum. A
few of the injured are still
in a critical condition in
hospital.

The deceased were main-
ly from the Nehru Nagar
slum in VileParle and Nir-

RE A HE o7, TE8h4s.

A nine-year-old child is consoled by a n
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Met mix-up
MUMBAI, July 29. — Mum-
bai's met department is cover-
ing its face in embarrassment
after getting its predictions all
mixed up about the deluge
which engulfed Mumbai and its
aftermath. The met office did
predict “heavy-to-very heavy
rainfall accompanied by strong
winds” for 26 July but put the
expected rainfall figure to only
over 19 cm. The city received
an unprecedented 94 cm, a
record for the century, that
night. It also predicted heavy
showers for the next 48 hours
but Mumbaikars were relieved
when-the city received hardly
any rainfall during the past two
days, a denouement which,
did not rebound to the credit of
the met office. — SNS

mal Nagar slum in Bandra
East in the western suburbs
who were fleeing the ap-
proaching tsunami
though people were taken
in by the dam burst ru-

-mours in the eastern sub-

urbs of Kurla and Kalina
where rumours circulated
of a spillage from the mas-
sive Powai lake that sup-
plies water to the city.

The police did their best
to quell the rumours by
making announcements in

the localities from “loud-

speakers attached to their
vehicles but to no avail. An-
nouncements were even
flashed on TV but were not

al-

eighbour as he prepares to perform the last rites of his
grandmother killed in the stampede started by tsunami rumours. In Mumbai on Friday. — AFP

noticed by the people affec-

ted. The cops’ attempts to |
restore order were stymied !

by a black out in the Juhu-
Vile Parle area.
The Mumbai cops deciy

ded to take action against |

the mischief mongers and
in a massive swoop against
those responsible for the
tsunami rumour that cre-
ated panic all along the
western coastline in the vi-
cinity of the popular Juhu
beach. picked up ten sus-
pects late last night and a
few more this morning.

- They were travelling in a

car and spreading the ru-
mours, the police alleged.

The cops suspect that they
were a bunch of thieves
who were planning to loot

the empty residences of the |
people who had fled their |

homes.

Investigations have been
launched into their role in
spreading the panic. If
found guilty, the accused

will be charged with mur- |
der, the cops said. Police !
Commissioner Mr AN Roy |

threatened that he would
take strict action against

such rumour-mongers in |

future, a warning echoed by |
state home minister Mr RR |
Patil. Chief minister Mr Vi- |

lasrao Deshmukh said here

today that over 690 people !

have died in Mabarashtra,

including 370 in Mumbai, |
due to the torrential rains |

this week.



death toll rlses to ZOOV
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RESCUERS SCOURING the flood- ravaged nelgh
bourhoods in Mumbai and outlying villages found
dozens of new bodies, pushing the death toll to 700
from the record monsoon rain this week in western
India, officials said on Friday.

Some 370 victims were from Mumbai and the sur-
rounding areas in Maharashtra, said N. Nayar, an
official in the government’s emergency control
room in the city.

Rescuers continued to search for more bodies in
the flooded western state, Nayar said. The toll in-
cluded at least 15 people, who were trampled to
death late Thursday in a stampede at a slum set off
by rumours of a dam burst. More than 25 others
were injured.

Residents of the Nehru Nagar slum in northern
Bombay panicked after rumours of a burst dam,
said R.R. Patil, Maharashtra’s deputy chief minister.

“People died due to false rumours,” Patil said.
“Fifteen people have been killed of which seven are
children.” On Tuesday, the city was hit by an un-
precedented deluge of up to 37 inches (94 cm) of
rain — the heaviest since India began keeping
weather records in 1846.

Much of it came over a few hours, transforming
roads into gushing rivers and causing landslides
that buried dozens of people and cut off villages.

The rains stretched into Wednesday, paralysing
Mumbai and devastating huge areas, but ended
Thursday, leaving an overcast sky. The government
imposed a mandatory holiday on Thursday, order-
ing workers to stay at home and forcing the closure
of banks and-the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).
The BSE was set to reopen on Friday. In the north-
ern Mumbai suburb of Saki Naka, relief workers
and survivors searched the ruins of a slum crushed
by the collapse of a water-soaked hill.

At least 110 people were killed and more than 45
were missing and presumed dead.

“It was terrible to pull out little babies from un-
der boulders and mud," said fire-fighter S. Shinde.

“The very young and the old just didn't make it.
Rescuers piled bodies on to trucks and flagged down

- private cars to carry the injured to hospitals,” he
said. In Mumbai, most victims were either drowned
or crushed by falling walls or were electrocuted.

On Wednesday morning, the government
warned people to remain in their offices or homes.
But for some the warnings came too late. AP

Mumbai, July 29
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Rumour kills I8

TWO MORE persons succumbed to injuries
taking the death toll in Thursday night’s
stampede at a suburban slum to 18. The stam-
pede was a result of panic following rumours
of a reservoir burst and tsunami scare.

Seventeen people were arrested on Friday
for spreading the rumours leading to the com-
motion in Nehrunagar and Subhashnagar in
northwest Mumbali.

Sixteen people, including six children and
seven women, died on Thursday night in the
stampede.

PTI1, Mumbai

THE DAMAGE

INDUSTRY

B Bombay Chamber estimates loss at Rs 2,500 cr,
Assocham at Rs 1,000 cr

B Export losses over Rs 800 cr

B companies affected: Reliance-Patalganga, L&T,
Godrej, Nicholas Piramal

B small pharmaceutical units on Thane-Belapur
complex flooded

INSURANCE
N ror cars: Rs 30 cr

% Shops: Rs 50-60 cr

® property: Rs 20 cr

® Godowns: Rs 200 cr
(Estimated claims)

-
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" GUJARAT

D The Met department has forecast
heavy rains across Gujarat following
development of 3 cyclonic circulation
over the state. "Heavy rains have been
forecast for the state, including the
Saurashtra region, for the next 24 hours
after the development of a cyclonic cir-
culation over the state,” Director of Me-
teorology Bakhliwal said,

However, he felt that the rains will not
be as severe and intense as it was in the
later part of June when floods had
wrecked havocin South and central dis-
tricts of the state. The Gujarat State Dis-
aster Management Authorities have
asked the fire brigade personnel in dif-
ferent places to be on alert,

# Konkan railway services in the Goa
Section remained paralysed for the fifth
day on Thursday due to flooding of
tracks. Authorities said all trains origi-

nating from Goa have been cancelled at
least for the next couple of days. “There
were landslides and flooding of tracks
near Mangaon and Chiplun, which
were yet to be cleared. The water has
not yet receded,” Konkan Railways PRO
Baban Ghatge said,”We are making at-
tempts to resume services but it will
take at leasta couple of days more.”
Torrential rains lashed Goa and neigh-
bouring Konkan region on Sunday.

More than 2,000 residents from
Wardha district of Maharashtra were
evacuated on Wednesday night as the
water level in the Pakdirose to an
alarming level in at Jeast three villages,
official sources said. Residents of Be-
lora, Jirkar and Jalgaon were evacuated
as revenue officials from the headquar-
ters rushed to the site. Rain also lashed
eastern Vidarbha region, with Lakhan-
dur in Bhandara recording the highest
rainfall, at 206 mm, ~PTi
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RETURNE Airport operational, railways on track,fescue on in districts

Mumba
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UMBAI limped

back to normal to-

day with partial

restoration of rail
and air services while relief and res-
cue operations were on in Raigad
district. The toll rose to 350 today
— Mumbai alone accounting for
more than 260 casualties.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh announced Rs 700-crore aid
for relief and rehabilitation efforts in
the state, stressing restoration of in-
frastructure would be priority. “In
addition to the Rs 200 crore already
announced from the national con-
tingency fund and the national
calamity fund, we are now releas-
ing Rs 500 crore as special assis-
tance,” Singh told reporters hete
after conducting an aerial survey of
the affected areas of Mumbai,
Raigad and Thane.

The Prime Minister said the fam-
ilies of those killed would receive
Rs 1 lakh each. “There has been
widespread loss to property and

r’

civic infrastructure as well. Private
properties have suffered exten-
sively and I sympathise with those
who have been affected,” Singh
said. Manpower, boats, aircraft and
helicopters have been placed at the
disposal of the state government.

i back in

A

ter the instrument landing system
(ILS) at the alternate runway at the
Mumbeai airport (14-32) was made
operational. Air India was to begin
its international operations later to-
day. The ILS at the main runway
(09-27) will be restored by tomor-

The railways are row.
working over- YoU havesufferedalot  on the Cen
time to restore  jp the last three days tral  Railway
operations and route, suburban
the airport is but have shown local trains were
fu;:jctional, Singh  resilience, fortitude, plyingon Sctfll}hqj
said. . trapati ivaji
“Thefirstcom-  COUrage and patience 1. °" 4
mercial flight—  ...You’ve shown the  Thane and on
an Indian Air- ‘ the  western
lines aircraft — WOFld w.hat a route, about 80
tookofffor Delhi . Mumbaikar is made of per cent of the
from Mumbai at I 1 services  have
1.20 pm with 145 and I'salute youa 1 been restored,
passengers on PM Manmohan Singh railway sources
board,” Civil Avi- said. Long-dis-

ation Secretary Ajay Prasad said.
Air services from Delhi to Mumbai

" have also resumed and airliners

have been asked to operate special

flights to clear the backlog of pas-

sengers stranded at the airport.
Prasad said air services began af-

tance trains on the Western Rail-
way have resumed while on the
Central Railway, all out-bound
trains have been cancelled till to-
MOITOW morning.

Power supply too got back on
track with full restoration at various

business

PTI PHOTO

(left) Rescue workers remove bodles from under the debris at Sakinaka while In Ahmedabad (above) a road caved In at Walled City

places in the metropolis, Reliance
Energy sources said. The Bombay
Stock Exchange and the National
Stock Exchange, however, re-
mained closed today.

Vehicular movement was re-
stored on the Bombay-Ahmed-
abad highway. However, the Mum-
bai-Goa highway, Mumbai-Nasik
and Mumbai-Pune highways con-
tinued ta be blocked as a result of
traffic congestion due to waterlog-
ging at certain points.

In the districts, rescue efforts are
still on to save hundreds trapped
under debris in landslides. In Jui vil-
lage in Raigad, where 20 houses
were crushed under the debris and
100 feared killed in a landslide, res-
cue workers have found only eight
bodies so far, Collector Bhaskar’
Wankhede said. '

In Nanded district, the Godavari
river is flowing above the danger
mark with 20 villages around ma-
rooned. Incessant rain continued to
lash Nashik and surrounding areas
for the second consecutive day with
major rivers overflowing the dan-
ger mark.
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Mumbai 94.4 cm; record rain in 95 years

27 killed in city; thousands stranded; suburban train services sporadic; Army, Navy called out

Mumbai Bureau

MUMBAI: The rain that lashed
Mumbai continuously for the
last 24 hours, submerging large
parts of the city and bringing it
to a standstill, has broken all re-
cords. From 8.30 a.m on Tues-
day to 8.30 a.m on Wednesday,
Mumbai’s suburbs recorded an
unprecedented rainfall of 944.2
mm, exceeding the previous high
of the world’s wettest place
Cherrapunjee which received
838.2 mm on July 12, 1910.
Mumbai’s highest till now, re-
corded more than 30 years ago
on July 5, 1974, was 575.6 mm in
the city (Colaba) and 375.2 mm
in the suburbs (Santa Cruz), the
weather bureau said.

Wednesday dawned with
some respite from the contin-
uous rain. However, large parts
of the city were inundated and
there was little relief for thou-
sands of people stranded on
roads and railway platforms, in
offices, at the airport and even in
schools and colleges. The sub-
urbs went without electricity
and telephone, the local trains
ran sporadically and the major
arterial roads were either inun-
dated or jammed with aban-
doned vehicless. A massive
landslip in Saki Naka brought
down a slum settlement killing
at least 25 people. The city re-
corded 27 deaths while the death
toll in the State crossed 100.
These do not include more than
100 feared buried under a land-
slip in Jui village in Raigad dis-
trict. Six districts in the State
and 60 villages have been affect-
ed. The Army and the Navy were
called out to help in rescue and
relief operations.

See also Back Page
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AFTER THE DELUGE: It is a long, slushy trek for these commuters in Mumbai on
of transport to a standstill. - PHOTO: AFP
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Wednesday after torrential rains lashed the city, flooding many areas and bringing all modes
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—Manohar Joshi’s son buys
~mill land at Rs 15,000/sq ft

-

it

Teams Up With Raj Thackeray’s Associates
In Rs 421 Crore Bid For Kohinoor

The Supreme Court had allowed NTC to sell five of its defunct mills
in central Mumbai. The five were put up for bids between March and July
2005 and fetched NTC Rs 2,020 crore. There are 25 mills in the city, out of

which nine are still operational.

Date M Sold To For (cr) Area (In Acres)  Location Cost (Rs/Sq.Ft)

Mar24 : Jupiter  ilndiaBulls i276 i 11 i ElphinstoneRd i

Jun20 | Apollo  lodhaGroupi180 i 75 i JacobCircle i -.v
hn20 { Mumbal DIkt (702 [ 17 | LowerPael
w21 Ephinstone | {8 lowerParel

21 Kohinoor

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Unmesh Joshi, 40-
year-old son of Shiv Sena
leader Manohar Joshi, sent
the city’s real estate market
rocketing into the strato-
sphere on Thursday when
his Kohinoor Projects
bagged the National Textile
Corporation’s (NTC) Kohi-
noor Mill No 3 at Shivaji
Park for a mind-numbing Rs
421 crore. Unmesh has
teamed up with Matoshri Re-

» JOSHI'S RICHES: - Former
CM Manohar Joshi, who
lost the '04 LS elections
from, Mumbai North-Cen-
tral, had declared that he
didn'tevenownacar. P 3

altors, headed by Sena leader
Raj Thackeray’s associates

Rajan Shirodkar and
Ashutosh Rane, to develop
the prime real estate.

Three hours later another
NTC property, the eight-acre
Elphinstone Mills at Lower
Parel, fetched the highest
bid of Rs 441 crore from In-
diaBulls, a financial services
company. IndiaBulls had in
March snapped up the 11-
acre Jupiter Mills at Elphin-
stone Road, where it is plan-

—

ning two 40-storey commer-
cial buildings.

When NTC put the 4.8 acre
landmark Kohinoor Mills
(located close to the Dadar
railway station) on the
block, virtually every big
builder in Mumbai and Del-
hi had evinced keen interest
in the property. In fact, just
last week, as many as 35 rep-
resentatives of different de-
velopers turned up for the
pre-bid meeting.

Many in the property
market were expecting a
dog-eat-dog fight among
builders for this lucrative
real estate. But on Thurs-
day, when the bids were fi-

nally opened at the Ballard

Estate office of the NTC, it
turned out that only three
developers were in the fray.
This has led to raised eye-
brows in the industry The
two other bidders were
Varun Industries Limited
(Rs 411.11 crore) and Akruti
Nirman (Rs 355 crore).

The location of Kohinoor
No 3—one of the five defunct
NTC mills in Mumbai which
have been sold so far—
helped in its value being set-
tled at Rs 14,898 per sq ft,
nearly double that of Mum-
bai Textile Mill (Rs 7,500 a sq
ft), which last month was
sold to Gurgaon-based devel-

{ Shivaji Park

Jooues

opers DLF and Akruti Nir-
man for Rs 702 crore. Dadar
is not only Joshi’s political
stronghold, but also an area
where his family has vast
business interests. The Ko-
hinoor Group is the most
prominent real estate devel-
oper in Dadar with nearly 50-
60 projects there.

» UNREAL ESTATE? Is too
much money chasing too
few plots in the city? Will
rates of residential prop-
erty zoom after the gravi-
ty-defying prices fetched
by NTC mill plots recent-

«1y? /TOI brings you the
ground reality P 3

The Joshis are forking out
about Rs 87 crore for each of
the 4.8 acres of Kohinoor. In
contrast, the DLF-Akruti
Nirman combine is paying
Rs 41 crore per acre for the
17-acre Mumbai Textiles
Mill.

“At this rate, the Joshis
can only go in for a retail
mall and sell the space in ex-
cess of Rs 18,000 a sq ft if
they are to make the normal
30% profit,” said Knight
Frank (India) chairman
Pranay Vakil.

» ‘Joshis can sell retail mall
fand at Rs 25,000/sq ft',P 3
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BJD defends Posco plaﬁY,

¢dissenters raise pitch®’

Nageshwar Patnaik
BHUBANESWAR 19 JULY

ITH the CPI, CPM,

Orissa Gana Parishad

(OGP) and JD(S) gear-
ing up for a protest rally and public
meeting again on July 24 for
the Posco project, the Naveen Pat-
naik government and the ruling
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) are leaving
no stone unturned to defend
the project.

Mr Patnaik’s problem has fur-
ther compounded with the coali-
tion partner, BJP raising a hue
and cry on allowing Posco to ex-
port iron ore from the country in
the name of swapping high-grade
ore. Even the Congress party is
opposed to certain conditions in
the MoU recently signed by the
state government with Posco.

The defence for the Posco proj-
ect unexpectedly came from Er-
sama MLA and BJD general sec-
retary, Dr Damodar Rout, who
has privately expressed his un-
happiness over the Posco project
in the past.

“The Posco project will ensure
holistic development of the state.
The Opposition parties have lost
sight of the positive impact of the
country’s biggest-ever foreign di-
rect investment in the state. The
Opposition leaders are envious

and intolerant of Naveen Pat-
naik’s dynamic leadership”, Mr
Rout, who is also panchayati raj
and cultural minister in the Pat-
naik-led Cabinet said here at a
press conference.

Mr Rout made it clear that the
Rs 51,000-crore steel plant project
at Paradip had the blessings of the
Manmohan Singh government
from the very beginning.

“Even the Centre has agreed to
invest Rs 2,321 crore on the four-
laning of roads and Rs 1,623 crore
for the rail linkages. Posco will
also build a port which will be ul-
timately handed over to the state
government. If the Orissa govern-
ment gains by all these infrastruc-
tural developments without
spending a single penny besides
sparking off development all
around Paradip due to the Posco
project, why should anyone cry
foul?” he asked.

Hitting hard at the Left parties
and the Congress, Mr Rout point-
ed out that the Orissa govern-
ment could not have proceeded
an inch on the Posco project, had
the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment backed by the Left parties
not cleared the single largest FDI
project. “The Union government
only hasthe authority to lease out
mines and give forest and envi-
ronmental clearance to the Posco

project”, he poi out. The en-
tire opposition to the Posco proj-
ect revolved around the conces-
sions to the company to mine and
export iron ore at a price which is
about 6% of the market price.

“In 2004, Posco sold 30 million
tonnes of crude steel for $190 bil-
lion with a net profit of $37 bil-
lion. From 12 million tonnes of
crude steel Posco will produce
from Orissa’s iron ores per year, it
can thus generate an estimated
net profit of $14.8 billion per year
even if Posco buys our iron ore at
prevailing market prices”.

“Why should Shri Naveen Pat-
naik agree to sell Orissa’s iron ore
to Posco at a meagre 6% of mar-
ket price fetched by the Orissa
mining corporation from the
same mines slated to be trans-
ferred to Posco, unless, of course,
private deals for kickbacks have
been made?” US based financial
economist, Sankarshan Acharya
on Tuesday told ET over the
phone from Chicago.

Mr Rout, however, countered
saying that a tonne of iron ore
costs about Rs 250-400 at the pit
head and transport of a tonne of
iron ore to Paradip costs about Rs

1,800-2,000. “People should not |

confuse the price of ore at the pit
head and at the port dockyar
he said.

-
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Naxalites kill

| | | ]
five in
Foum;teick in

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

BHUBANESWAR, JULY 7

STRIKING late Wednes-
day night, Left extremists
killed five people across Tam-
parsingha, Banjaridikira and
Larabira villages in a remote
part of Orissa’s Sambalpur
district.

1t is suspected that the at-
tacks were carried out by
members of the CPI(ML). An
alert has been sounded in all
Naxal-hit districts.

DGP Suchit Das, who re-
viewed security arrange-
ments on Thursday morning,
has ordered a Central Re-
serve Police Force mobilisa-
tion from Mayurbhanj to
boost the Orissa State Armed
Police presence at Sam-
balpur.

Combing operations have
been intensified and all bor-
dering areas have been
sealed. Three Special Opera-
tion Group teams have been
pressed into service, while the
1G (Operations) hasbeen de-
puted to inquire into the inci-

ERE Jev

R

Orissa )

il
onths; alert on

dent. The Sambalpur SP SK
Nath has also rushed to the
area, the DGP said.

Police sources said more
than 30 heavily-armed Naxals
descended on Tamparsingha
at about midnight on
Wednesday. There they at-
tacked Gurucharan Nayak,
the husband of a village pan-
chayat samiti member. They
thenwent on to loot a grocery
shop before bombing the
shop-owner’s house.

The extremists then
trekked to Banjaridikira
where they killed three peo-
ple—Janma Majhi, Iswar Ma-
jhi and Desi Majhi. At about
4.30 a.m., they reached Lara-
bira where they slit the throat
of ateacher, Surubabu Podha.

The ghastly operation took
five hours. Police said the vil-
lages are all located in dense
forests. Larabira, the last
point of attack, was the closest
to Jujumara Police Station—
17km away.

This is the fourth incident of
Naxal violence in the state in
as many months.



INDIA’S BIGGEST-EVER FDI DEAL

Orissa govt

)

with Posco

Mot

BHUBANESWAR, June
22. — Global steel major
Posco today signed an
MoU with the Orissa gov-
ernment for a 12-million
ton steel plant at Paradip,
entailing -the biggest ever
FDI in the country worth
Rs 51,000 crore, all over
the next 11 years.

A final Memorandum of
Agreement will be signed
later this year after Posco
sets up a local corporation
in August and undertakes
a feasibility analysis. The
land purchase, rehabilita-
tion and resettlement pro-
gramme will be worked
out on the basis of the
detailed study and then an
MoA will be signed.

The project will also
include setting up of a ded-
icated port and a captive
power plant. The first mod-
ule of 3-million ton is
expected to be completed
by June 2010. It involves an
investment of $3 billion.

2 3 JUN o5

Signs

Orissa chief minister Mr Naveen Patnaik and senior Posco

officials during the signing of the MoU. — Prahlad Mahato

The MoU said Posco would
build a 3-million ton capac-
ity steel plant, blast furnace
or Finex route, during the
first phase between 2007-
2010 and expand the final
production to 12 MT.
Posco chairman Mr Ku
Taek Lee said that through
this project the company
would become a part of
the Indian economy and
contribute to realising its
potential. Chief minister
Mr Naveen Patnaik clai-
med that the state would

THE STATESMAN

earn Rs 700 to Rs 800 cro-
re per year through direct
and indirect taxes, cess.
The recommendation for
mining lease will be made
in two phases commensu-
rate with the first two mod-
ules and the last two mod-
ules of 3 million tons each.
Opposition parties prot-
ested against the deal.
Congress said it would pre-
vent. . . the export of iron
ore from the state and the
Left, OGP and JD(S)
activists courted arrests.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT ‘

Bhubaneswar, June 21: Ignoring oppo-
sition to the establishment of Posco steel
plant, the Orissa government is all set to
sign amemorandum of understanding to-
morrow evening with Pohang Steel Com-
pany for setting up a 12-million tonne
steel plant in the state. The opposing par-
ties had demanded a debate on certain
controversial clauses in the proposal.

With less than 24 hours to go for the
MoU, the state is rolling out a red carpet
welcome to the 36-member delegation
from the South Korean steel giant and
other dignitaries, including South Kore-
an ambassador Jung I1 Choi.

The conference hall on the third floor
of the state secretariat is being given a
facelift for the mega event, which promis-
es to bring in the biggest ever FDI of Rs
52,000 crore into the country.

The Posco project involves building a
19-million-tonne steel plant, a 30-million-

tonne iron ore mine, a mill for £Qing
hot-rolled coil and a sea port. The steel
plant is likely to start production by 2009.
The state has so far signed MoU with 36
mineral-based industries.

The Posco team will be headed by
chairman Ku Taek Lee. Other members
include heads of architecture, steel-mak-
ing, refractory, electrification and other
departments.

The CM’s office along with the depart-
ments of steel and mines, forest and envi-
ronment, law and the chief secretary’s of-
fice are working overnight to give a final
shape to the document. The steel and
mines department and Ipicol are prepar-
ing the draft. Chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik is learnt to have issued a diktat to all
departments concerned to prepare a flaw-
less draft. Chatterjee is overseeing the
drafting of the document.

The MoU allows Posco to swap 30 per
cent of the 600-million-tonne iron ore al-
lotted to it. The steel major has reduced

THE TELEGRATH

fOrissa readies for Posco D-day

its iron ore linkage demand from 1 billion
tonne and also agreed to ‘no net export of
ore’. Earlier, it had insisted on exporting a
small portion of high-grade ore to Brazil.

But the state government had insisted
that the company should first import low-
grade ore from Brazil. Only then Posco
will be allowed to export equal quantity
ore, said steel and mines minister Pad-
manabh Behera.

He said the company would require
4,000 acres for the plant and 1,500 acres for
the township at Paradip. Fifty per cent of
the produce would be sold in the domestic
market and the rest would be exported.

The state is expected to earn arevenue
of Rs 700-800 crore per annum from this.
The project would directly employ 13,000
people and provide indirect jobs to anoth-
er 35,000. ,

Once the company starts manufactur-
ing, the government would be able to off-
set a debt burden of Rs 33,000 crore from
the revenue generated bv thic nraiant A




[Krishna snubs govt,

~doesn’t sign dance
bar ban ordinance, .

l BAN | Governor to govt: what’s the?: hurry, let
- House decide; Dy CM, ban architect, unhappy

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE %)
MUMBAI, JUNE23 qu v ;

E Congress-led state gov-
ernment in Maharashtra
received a jolt on Thursday
when Governor S M Kr-

ishna returned the controversial or-
dinance banning dance bars, saying
the matter did not merit immediate
| attention.

Clearance for the dance bar ordi-
nance had become a prestige issue
for the state government, especially
Deputy Chief Minister R R Patil,
who announced the ban on moral
grounds during the Budget session of
the legislature on March 30. Patil
claimed daace bars wete corrupting

Krishna (extrem ght) on Thursday

Announcing his decision to re- -
turn the ordinance after a day-long
meeting with officials at Raj Bhavan, *
Krishna said, “There are enough and
more precedents in Maharashtra it-
self where ordinances were not. pro-

| youth #=d that the trade was ex-
| ploufuve innature.

| Lespite reservations in certain
' sections of the government, the
I draft ordinance was cleared by the
| state Cabinet on June 1 and sent to
f the Governor for his approval a

day later.

mulgated in view of the ensuing 1eg-
islative session.’

“There are times when cn’cum-
Stances may arise which compel in-
mediate action to be taken so that
public interest does not suffer. The
power to promulgate an ordinance is

“Krishna snub

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

aha

B e
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htra govt

essentlally a power to bB he Krishna) had as% jg itation of the over 70,000

; used to meet an extraord1
| nary situation.”

Calling for a debate on
' the issue, the Governor
© said it would be in keeping
+ with Parliamentary conven-
tions and tradition for the
proposed Bombay Police
(Amendment) Ordinance,
' 2005 to be introduced in
. the forthcoming monsoon
" session of the legislature as
: abill.
l To stress his point, the
. Governor said that he had
approved an ordinance
amending the Electricity
Act, which was sent along
- with the one banning dance
bars. The reason for this
approval, he stressed, was
that in the latter case, im-
mediate action was war-
t ranted in the public good,
; namely prevenuon of theft
of power. :

While admitting that the
Governor acted within his
constitutional rights,
Deputy CM R R Patil made

+ his annoyance apparent: “It,

- would have been better if

for clarifications.”

Patil said he had eve
written a personal letter to
Krishna requesting him to
sign the ordinance. “Now
we will take the Bill in the
monsoon session of the
legislature,” he  an-
nounced.

Sources close to Patil
said the letter had stressed
on the urgency of the issue
saying “delay in signing the
ordinance is taking a toll on
the image of the govern-
ment.” Sources said the
government would try to
clear the bill in the very first
week of the legislative ses-
sion beginning July 11.

The Governor had given
clear indications even yes-
terday during a meeting
with the Dance Bar Virodhi
Manch that he did not con-
sider the issue urgent
enough to merit an ordi-
nance.

Although political par-
ties across the spectrum
have backed the ban, con-
cerns regarding the rehabil-
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women employed as bar-
girls in Mumbai have
grown. Congress chief So-
nia Gandhi had also em-
phasised on the need to
safeguard the women’s eco-
nomic rights after a delega-
tion of bargirls met her in
New Dethi.

Titled the Bombay Po-
lice (Amendment) ordi-
nance 2005, the provision
prohibits eateries and bars
across the state from stag-
ing dance performances,
but exempts star restau-
rants,

The BJP reacted to the
Governor’s decision by
blaming the state’s coali-
tion partners. BJP state
unit chief Nitin Gadkari
said the lack of coordina-
tion and differences be-
tween the ruling Congress
and NCP had confused Kr-
ishna. He alleged that
though the ordinance was
unanimously approved by
the Cabinet, it was indi-
rectly opposed by the Con-
gress,
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-“State cabipet

okays ban on
dince bars |

Mumbal The Maharashtra
cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved an ordinance ban-
ning dance bars in the state
despite stiff opposition from
bar owners and dance girls.

A ‘final decision’ on ban-
ning the dance bars would be
taken in the next cabinet
meeting, deputy chief minis-
ter R R Patil told reporters
here after the cabinet meet-
ing, implying that the actual
implementation may take
some time. 12 ’

Patil, who had' ahﬁounced
the decision to ban the
dance bars in the recent
budget session of the state
legislature, said the govern-
ment had decided to come
out with an ordinance as ad-
vised by the advocate gener-
al and in consultation with
the law and judiciary depart-
ment. This was also keeping
in view the opposition by
dance bar owners’ associa-
tion and their attempts at
seeking legal recourse, he
said. pmi




) Before the last parhamentary elec:

By S Balakrishnan/TNN ’)

Mumbai: The recent rape of a mlﬁor
student in a police chowky by a consta-
ble in a crowded place like Marine Dri-
ve shocked Mumbai. But the opposition
parties are hardly doing anything to
turn the heat on the Democratic Front
government.

The state unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
convened a press conference
to denounce the incident but,
its ally, the Shiv Sena, did not
do even that. With the two
main opposition parties fail- |
ing to take the issue to the
people, it was left to angry
citizens to organise a sponta-
neous protest in front of the
chowky where the drunk con-
stable carried out the act.

Why is it that the opposi-
tion is going soft on the DF
government? The answer
could be found in an upcom-
ing event where a pictorial bi-
ography of Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray will be
launched by BJP leader AB |
Vajpayee in the presence of
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) president Sharad
Pawar, BJP general secretary
Pramod Mahajan, and NDA convenor
George Fernandes.

The function will take place on May
11 at the Gateway of India. Political ob-
servers suspect that the coming togeth-
er of these leaders is indicative of a
subtle political realignment taking
place in Maharashtra. The NCP, which
was denied the chief ministership by
the Congress despite having more
MLA:sS, is still looking for ways to cap-

ture the prime post.
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tlons BJP president L. K Advani had
tried to sell the idea of a BJP-Shiv Sena-
NCP axis to Thackeray. However, the
latter was aloof to the proposal. But
now Thackeray is openly talking of
joining hands with Pawar. A senior
AICC functionary. told TOI recently:

e'incident

Qle government.

A senior BJP functionary said “The
critical power situation, death of 75,000
tribal children due to malnutrition,
public debt of Rs 1.1]akh crore, the gov-
ernment’s failure to come to the rescue
of cotton and onion growers and the
law and order situation are all live is-

Four days on, Marine Drive residents are still in a state
of shock after the rape of teenager in a police chowky .

{now removed) at this spot

“the game appears to be to isolate our
party.” With the NCP being an impor-
tant constituent of the DF ministry, the
principal opposition parties, the Sena
and the BJP, apparently do not want to
spoil the chances of a political realign-
ment by coming down harshly on the
state government. That is why on many
issues, the saffron parties have re-
stricted themselves to verbally criticis-
ing the government, but are not doing
much to mobilise the masses against

sues on which we ought to
have put the DF on the mat.
But our leaders appear to be
having other priorities.”

Meanwhile, differences
have cropped up within the
DF on the issue of banning
dance bars. It is learnt that
deputy chief minister R.R.
Patil had argued at last
week’s cabinet meeting that
the ban be confined to only
dance bars outside Mumbai.
But other ministers over-
ruled him.

Chief minister Vilasrao
Deshmukh pointed out that
the government cannot dis-
criminate between dance
bars in Mumbai and outside
Mumbai and if such a deci-
sion is taken then it is certain
to be struck down by the
courts. However, Patil point-
ed out that there is prohibi-
tion in Wardha district, while
the rest of the state is wet. The over-
whelming majority in the cabinet did
not buy that argument and decided on a
comprehensive ban. Representatives of
the bar dancers have approached both
Congress president Sonia Gandhi and
NCP head Sharad Pawar in a bid to
change the cabinet’s decision. “I won’t
be suprised if, like the stay on slum
demolition, the proposed ban is also
put in cold storage,” a state minister
stated.



No-trust motion against

Rajasthan Speaker .-

By Our Special Correspondeﬁiﬂ

JAIPUR, MARCH 28. After a major
turmoil over communal clashes
in Sojat town of Pali district dur-
ing the Holi festivities, the Con-
gress-led Opposition in the
Rajasthan  Assembly today
moved a notice for no-confi-
dence motion against the
Speaker, Sumitra Singh, accus-
ing her of taking a “dictatorial”
stand by refusing to allow rais-
ing of the issue in the House.
The Assembly was adjourned
for the day after over an hour of
disruptions and pandemonium.

The clash over taking out of a
Holi procession through a pre-
dominantly Muslim locality in
Sojat had left 14 persons injured
while dozens of shops were set
on fire and houses and some
mosques damaged by rioters on
Saturday. Indefinite curfew,
clamped after riots, continues
to be in force in Sojat.

The trouble in the Assembly
started after question hour
when the Speaker rejected an
adjournment motion moved by
the Congress MLA, Sanyam
Lodha, on the issue and ruled
that the State Government
would make a statement on the
incident “after getting full
information”.

When the Congress members
pointed out that the Leader of
Opposition, B.D. Kalla, had al-
ready visited the troubled town
and sought the Speaker’s per-
mission for informing the
House of the situation there,
Ms. Sumitra Singh stated that a
full debate could not be called
at this juncture. On this, the en-
tire Opposition trooped into the
well of the House and raised
slogans against the
Government.

Mr. Lodha charged that the

Forest and Environment Minis-

ter, Laxminarain Dave - elected
to the Assembly from Sojat -
was sitting in the town’s police
station and directing the mobs
indulging in arson for more
than three hours. “There was a
complete anarchy in the town
and the violence was presided
over by Mr. Dave,” Mr. Lodha
said while demanding the Min-
ister’s resignation.

Mr. Kalla pointed out that no
Minister, except Mr. Dave, had
visited Sojat so far and said the
victims were being terrorised
even when they were at the re-
ceiving end. “The State Govern-
ment extended full protection
to the rioters and took no action
to safeguard the life and proper-
ty as well as the religious places
of the minorities,” he said.

The Congress members, who
were joined by the Independ-
ents and the lone CPI(M) MLA,
Amra Ram, demanded that the
State Government institute a ju-
dicial inquiry by a sitting Judge
of the High Court into the riots
and pay adequate compensa-
tion to those whose shops and
houses were damaged in the ar-
son. “The assistance of Rs. 5,000
each announced by the district
administration is a pittance,”
Mr. Kalla said.

Despite the uproar in the
House, the Speaker went ahead
with the business listed for the
day and got the demands
passed by voice vote of the trea-
sury benches. The Opposition
MLAs, led by Mr. Kalla, then
moved the notice for no-confi-
dence motion against Ms. Su-
mitra Singh and handed it over
to the Assembly Secretary.

The Home Minister, Gulab
Chand Kataria, intervening dur-
ing the commotion, accused the
Opposition of siding with the

3

“anti-social elements” who had
thrown stones at the Holj proc-
ession and affirmed the State
Governmenti’s resglve not to
spare the culprits. He said Sojat
had witnessed a similar situa-
tion during the Congress rule in
1986 when the trouble contin-
ued for over 25 days.

The Deputy Speaker, Ramna-
rain Bishnoi, who occupied the
chair during the turmoil, ad-
journed the House for the day
when the uproar continued
with the Opposition MLAs stag-
ing a dharna in the well and
raising anti-Government slo-
gans and the treasury members
retaliating by shouting counter-
slogans. The Chief Minister, Va-
sundhara Raje, sat silently dur-
ing the commotion.

Meanwhile, curfew in Sojat
was relaxed for five hours in two
stages today and the situation
was under control with no un-
toward incident reported from
anywhere. The district adminis-
tration was trying to convene
another meeting of the Peace
Committee late this evening to
restart the dialogue between the
two communities and restore
communal harmony.

The CPI(M) and the Rajas-
than Muslim Forum have con-
demned the State
Government’s  “inaction” in
controlling the violence that led
to widespread damage to the
places of worship, houses and
shops, besides leaving a large
number of people injured. The
Muslim Forum alleged that the
violence formed part of a con-
spiracy “on the Gujarat pattern”
to cause financial losses to the
minorities. The Forum’s conve-
nor, Qari Moinuddin, said the
damage caused to the Muslim
community in Sojat was to the
tune of Rs. 70 lakhs.

2 9 MAR 2005



y VA%
M mlsunderstood g o

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI | FEBRUARY 19 ~€( rﬂ

AINED and angulshec\;& over
P Haryana Chief Minister Om

Prakash Chautala’s stinging re-
marks against Chief Election Commis-
sioner T.S. Krishnamurthy, the Election
Commission today said the singling out
of one of its members amounted to
“character assassination”.

“Apart from the fact that such re-
marks bring down a constitutional au-
thority in public estimation, the same
show the lack of understanding of the
Commission’s functioning,” a state-
ment from the EC said today.

“The allegation made against the
Commission as also against its officers
are categorically dismissed as beneath
contempt,” the note said.

‘Chautala act shows
lack of understanding
of EC functioning’

Taking an indirect dig at Chautala, it
said that “some misunderstaning” has
been created in the minds of the peo-
ple on account of the decision taken by
the Commission to advance the dates

of the counting of votes rom Febfuary
27 to February 23.

It has been the practice for votes to
be counted after the polling process is
completed in all the states and keeping
this in view, the EC said, February 27
was agreed on originally for the count-
ing of votes in all three states, the other
two being Bihar and Jharkhand.

“However, the Commission, on re-
consideration, felt that...the results of
elections in Haryana, even if an-
nounced on the evening of February
23, would not have any adverse effect
on the polling in Bihar and Jhark-
hand,” the EC added.

On the issue of postal ballots, EC
officials said, “The Commission has al-
ready directed the returning officers
to count all postal ballots by 4 pm on
February 23.”



State helped
utka kings flee,

A
RE ays

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The state home
department has made delib-
erate attempts to facilitate
the fleeing of gutka kings
Rasiklal Dhariwal and J B
Joshi to Dubali, leader of the
opposition Narayan Rane
said at a press conference on
Monday.

“Key police officials have
been asked to go slow on the
Dhariwal-Joshi case, The
names of the two accused do
not figure in the crime
sheet,” the —
Sena  leader
said.

Senior BJP |
leadert
Gopinath §
Munde, who
too was pres-
ent at the press
meet, said the
Democratic Front govern-
ment had exhibited “a com-
plete lack of responsibility”
while tackling the Dhariwal
case.

The two gutka kingpins
are facing charges under
the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crimes Act
(MCOCA) following their al-
leged visit to Karachi last
year to enlist Dawood
Ibrahim’s intervention in a
business dispute. The two
have been accused of set-
ting up a gutka unit in
Karachi for Dawood
Ibrahim’s brother.

N Rane

Rane

Rane questioned the DF gov-
ernment’s move to hand over
the gutka case to the CBI. “This
means the state home depart-
ment is not capable of resolv-
ing the case and apprehend
Dhariwal,” he said. “There has
been no demand from any
quarter to hand over the case
to the CBL. We want to know
what has prompted the state
government to take this step.”

Rane and Munde released
the names of the members in
the shadow cabinet launched
by the Sena-BJP alliance. The
shadow cabi-
net will keep
tab on the DF
government
and solve peo-
ple’s problems,
they said.

The shadow
cabinet has 38
‘ministers’, in-
cluding Dattaji Nalavade,
Subhash Desai, Eknath
Khadse, Raj Purohit, Sudhir

G Munde

Mungantiwar, Bala
Nandgaonkar, Prakash
Mehta and Manisha
NimkKkar.

The shadow cabinet will
hold open-house meetings
with citizens and keep a
hawk’s eye on state min-
istries.

“The exercise aims at
strengthening the democrat-
ic traditions,” said Rane,
who will head the shadow
cabinet with Munde as his
deputy.

7/,:5
!/\/D .
A

09 FEe 200



o030 o gD Suruaddey stjeym
IIM PILLISOUOD J0U 31,3, :auoyd
o) saye) euy] mel-Ul-Iysnep
sJeprsey pue JSUIOAL ‘SAes aUs
SSTeo AWl sIamMsue 2y Ing,, “awoy
just Tepyisey Sukegs ‘ourf ayi wo
I91ySnep plo-1ea4-2211]) s seyerd
‘Msy{es sFULIG WOy pRufIOD] 1) 03
[leo Y "TAUYe[ 1YSnep pue eyqoys
A7Im. PUOOS [NIM NIBd UORFaI0Y]
1€ S9AI] [eIISEY TloM SB J[qISsaooe
~UI 318 $90UIPISAIT S A[ILUE] Y,

“[O PAYONAS ST [[30 ST IO POIdMSTTRUN
05 IS SR NG ‘FeIS [eLIRIaIas
NOWI SIoM Useel] Aes s)sTuon
-daoay sy usaq asey Jusunutod

puepawioy m__ﬁ__m Ul sauwi} pajqnod 1

-de ue 328 03 SwAn Jo shep om],

. TIOA 0) [} 3,U0M IDYqySexeld,,
"0[go oung oy Je Iofeurw e
shes  ‘KemON,, ¢ Suidoo stdnoif oy
oy urepdxa Jjasuny yseyelq ue)
swapqerd gum | pauspInglano,
SU 9y aIeyMm Uopenyis B o[puey
01, SunoA 003, S1 1f [emuBy(T J8Y1
surepdxs oy se Anufuoue sjsanb
-a1—andua ay3 Jo a81er Fuipjoy
AOU UBW 21) pue (JIA — Useeld
JO pusty pooypip e uoAq

‘(¢£) ysapred skes  (adoos
-oloy oy w aseyd peq e) uoos
apps Aq paioagge st A[rurey s puaLy
159q AW, ‘Towe] B TYsdpIeq

yS1s1eYSa} ‘PUSLY 2SO S [epfIsey]
sTye1 01 Summ uoszad Afuo 2y,
TeqRRLIEY] SfiJSTY WO UYseyeld

Id— ‘PloMIBD -
-un yym snxau pefiejie jo eseo e
‘uy seadde o) 8injie} 1o wiy jsulebe
1IN0Y 18Mo)| B Aq penss] Juel
-1eM 8|qe|IRg-UoU JO UOKE||80uED
1o Buibin femiseyq pueyoyiuey
[epyisey uoseq exind jo es|d
8y} passiwsipAepsani uo 1nNoY
uBiH Aequiog sy L :IVENNIN E

3_._ _as_s____ 38._8 u:

HOS STY 1O WY 3N0ge SUn{se Wwox suo
-Aue Suiemoostp ‘s1ofues Surren
‘a10yMAI9A3 SIR SSTUOL) STY “INUTUS
JO UMOPRWOY SJeppsey Uf
-uoidsns pue woo(3 jo fends e oyt
Jje1owWoduod unI-A[uey Sy Juas
sey 20usqe £ep-09 S ePSEy UnoD
Y31} ABQUIOE UT JURLIEM JSALIE 301]
-od requnjA] B Y5 sIofme] sy a[iym
‘msof ystpSer 20y-paumj-rsinred
TSULIOY STY YaLw Teqn(] Ut SUIPTH
“pafe peuonewau jodsajuy uk jo 108
-Ie] AU} ‘MOU SYIUOL OM} JOJ pUB —
Ted AmxXnj-enn YoegABIA] 31010-G
21 J0 194ANq IIG S, BIpUT ‘UOTeq EING
Toruwaxd s 21puy (99) TeARIRUCT EE

-IUBA [ePIsey St quos spryg
o PUUIDY NIDTO
Jipo1 vy aoyod o3 quvs appq om
pjoky,, ‘pavmsS auo sAvs , ‘vind quvys
© 107 pa1ayies aary Soj gayng,,
-anduwe pueyoNIUEA 21010
-00S Y ‘P3[qnox 3y 03 wifed Sutiq
opuo st efnd ayeatrd e ‘opisuf -aoure1;
-ua 3 joxyed sprend syeand pauwre
pue siouapxa sy ysgod s1aNIom
‘Fuiping sse[s ‘4218 ar0m
- SuLeos S Jo Mo Q
JemsSuos TYNOLLOAT
NN 834 ‘UNAIHS/INN/ IVEWNI
o )\)  3MOr VHANIWEVHA

2 3 FEB 2009

THE TELEGRAPH



ﬁamn oE Ew Sm%mh jo

jiew e se enyseleyeA ul paj}sd

-ued u33q aaey Ae(d Q_S:aum
ay} 1o} suouounj [eYJO [V

‘soLnful Joulll Ylim Isoyl

10j 00001 'sy pue pamiur 4

-STIOLIAS AU} 10] 000‘SZ "SH ‘Prap

oY) JO Saiuej oy} 03 uones

-uadwiod se Pye[ 1 'Sy padunou

-ue IOISIUIA JOIYD Ayl aIaym

epeyje) ossybien Aq oydesy

1AL OF paysny

aheY B "H'Y JOISIU
o0 Ainda pue pinuiyseq
oRISEA JOlSIUN JI0 m

“gijer fegnieyi jenuue fep-gi
BUy Jo ABD iSilj o1y SEM ]| 18

‘paiodes osfe
QIM.UOSIE 10 SSpIaul m

USIPHYD pUB USWOM
B18M SWIOIA B} JO Aueym

‘002 SIBPOLILICIIE UES 1Bt}
sidwiay seak-0og AU uriuesosd
a1am ajdoad Og'L JOAO M

“Bunnosia-1ioys Bumaiio}

i1y 0 stiodes saye oed

£q pasnieo sem PLISIp BiRlES
§0 1B Ut aidwal eanjey
LR 88&% UL

BIYSEIRUEIN

apadwe)s ajdwia) eljyse.eyey

8>> 9 >>u: dSEqu MY ‘9]
-0d JO [BI9UIH-10302.1((] oY} pue
‘Tted ¥y "1SIUIA JoryD Aindag
AYl PMUIYs3(J orvisejip ‘193si
“UnA JaryD enyseleyey syl
‘aungd wWoy $1ad3unjoa
Jo 3unsisuod euds eA3o1y ay) se
[[9Mm se sandea[[0d SIY pue [emsQ
‘AW 1 219m eyl duoury
"SIOAIAINS 3Y) pad) pue pain(
-ur 2yl 1ean o3 wt paddals s101
-30p [e20] AUBJA "SIOSIUNJOA pUE
Jers YyUm papmold alam SICpL
-103 3y} ‘[endsoH feIny ay1 1y
RIS
pue erejeg se yons sase(d woyy
uope Arelunjos Jo  uonesijiq
-0 JAISSEW B JO 1[NSal Yyl sem
SIYL 'SQ[OIYaA pue sadupnque
areapd ‘sasng ut speudsoy oy
01 1y3noiq 3uRq [[Is a1om Ssal
-poq ‘Suruaia ayy ut aref [Ru)
‘Burdagys a1om Ast) J1 se payoo]
uloym jo Auewl ‘U3Ip[yd pue
UaWIOM JO SMOI 3yl mes Aayl
se UMOp 9Y0iq SISNOO[uQ
Tem
ur [endsoy feiny oy pue fend
-SO}{ UOISSIAl [EHOUIOy 92191d
Y] S[[IM 2yl 01 1ySnoiq aiam
peap pue pafui ayl Jo 1SON
‘eIRIRS 0] JU3S UIaQ
pey adoad pamnfur fam sasng
jodsuen 3alels Inoy 1sesy 1y
‘umotf 10u sem painfur jo 1aq
-Wnu JoBXa 9U) 18yl npun Y[
po1 [epyjo sorod Iomas y
30ds ay) yoear jou
P[NOY SI9pUS) AIY SB [0IIU0D 19p
-un 1y3noiq 3q 10U pno3 ‘sfeis
001 pojeuinsa ue 03 peadxds
yomym  ‘vopeidepjuod Y[,
-9pdwiay oy paduoiy) pey
way) Jo 0] ® ‘(Uooul [[ny) vruu
-100d ysnvd snoidsne ayi gur

-9q Aepo) pue ‘s|I8 pue UIWoOM
spoeme  oidwial Ayl yieap
0} pajduren arom ‘UAIPHYd pue
UIWIOM WaY) jJo Aluofeur & ‘$3a)
-0A9p ‘93jawl Jumsua ayy uf
‘»jowus
asuop ul eale Iyl 3ULIBA0D PI
-pordxe s19purAd gz mnoqe eyl
npuiy oYl PO} SISSOUNMBaAY
-guipojdxa uedaq sqrers asayl ur
srapurfo sed ‘Apuanbesqng

apojdxa s1apurjAs sen

"1y uo
sfreis 2yl Jo owos 1as swudpd
A13ue ‘ur 19s omed ayy sy 3ul
-)INDIID-110YS [BILIIOJ[R Aq paiad
-31n orued parrodar ospe ajdoag
-enef ay) 10§ dn j9s sqrers Areiod
-wa) Jo 9ouasaid 9yl Aq Iamol
-Ieu apew sem yoeoldde ayy,
‘$INU0O00 Junjeaiq
s9ajorep Aq Araddrns epeut
ardwoal ayy 01 urpeay sdais ayl
uo umop [j9j 9jdoad suios uaym
uedaq ajqnon 9y} ‘elejes ‘adlod
Jjo 1wuepuauiradng  ‘Ieyquuny
jueyeIpuey) 01 JuIpioddy
enef req
-npey Aep-G1 ay3 Jo Aep 1s1y ayi
uo afdural ay) paIsIa oym spues
-noyy ay) Suouwre arom Aay],
‘Iej 0s
P3IsA0331 UI3q peY SAHPOoq 022
ples sanuoyIny ‘1OUISIp eIejeg
s elyseleye Ul TBAA WIOI] Uy
g1 ‘wopeipuely ui ojdure) Tegny
-8y 9y} 0] SUIpea] PROI MOLIRU
ayy uo 9paduress e Ut Pa[[R| a1om
‘USIP[IYO pue uUoWIom Apsouwt
‘gjdoad gpg noqe se Aepo] areul
-1yBu e ojut pauwin) Aep snomid
-sne uy ‘ST ‘Nvf ("L0 YHVIVS) Ivm

neamg fequnjy IQ pue
M Ul Veyg Jewmyunry £g

Y

1 P9I 00€

y &4

THE HiNDU

2 6 JAN 2008



