. NATIONAL CONFERENCE I Abdullah Jr is elected party president for second term

Centrei msmcere to Kashmms' Omar

MUZAFFAR RAINA

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 19 q L

OON after his elec-

tion as National

Conference (NC)

president for the sec-
ond consecutive term, for-
mer Union minister Omar
Abdullah today sought an
apology from the Centre al-
leging it was insincere to
Kashmiris.

Omar was the unanimous
choice of the party delegates
for the NC president post.
Immediately after his elec-
tion, he targeted the Centre.
“Aap ka imaan saaf nahin
hein (The Centre’s con-
science is not clear),” the NC
president said, counting the
“wrongs committed by New
Delhi against Kashmiris.
“From the day Shiekh sahib
(his grandfather) was ar-
rested by a constable to this
day, a lots of wrongs have
been committed. The Centre
should apologise to Kash-
miris.” He said, “If you have
courage, invite us for talks. If
you want to listen to what our
heart wants, then know
that... we want you to leave
Kashmir,” he said.

Omar recalled his meeting
with the Home Ministry and
said that he was told that the
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Omar Abduliah after being elected as National Conference president at the NC headquarters
In Srinagar on Monday. Express photo by Javeed Shah

“Centre is willing to discuss
its autonomy demand”. “But
when 1 met them three
months later, [was told that I
should not go by their words
but by their deeds,” he said.
Omar said violence in the
state cannot stop unless the
Kashmir issue is resolved. “1f
you think bloodshed will stop

without resolving the issue,
you are mistaken. I may not
like it, but it is a reality,” he
said. “People here are ready
for talks... you do not wait for
the infiltration, Fidayeen at-
tacks and car bombs to stop
before starting the talks.”
Omar said there was a con-
sensus among political par:

ties here that the Kashmir is-
sue cannot be resolved by the
gun. He said the Cerntre
should involve more and
mare people of the state in
talks for resolving the issue.
But he regretted that the
Centre was holding talks
with separatists who want a
solution outside the parame-

ters of the Indian Constitu-
tion, but not with the NC
which favours a solution
within the Constitutional
framework.

On the Centre’s opposition
to the Organisation of Islamic
Countries (OIC) discussing
Kashmir, he said, New Delhi
should have no objection to
it. “They (Centre) are saying
that Kashmir is our internal
issue but if so, why are they
talking to Pakistan about it.
We are fed up with lies, tell us
the truth,” he said.

NC patron and former
Chief Minister Dr Farooq
Abdullah, speaking on the oc-
casion, said there can be no
solution to Kashmir unless
Kashmiris are involved inthe
process. He favoured a
round-table conference in-
volving both separatist and
mainstream parties who can
put forth their proposals.
“The best proposal can be
presented before the govern-
ment of India,” he said.

Earlier, amid cheers and
slogans, NC leader Abdul
Rahim Rather announced
Omar’s election and said
2,476 delegates out of 6,662,
elected recently by the party
members, had proposed his
name for the post. Omar
later won uncontested.
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muwmezy 1o great earthquake that devastated large parts of
undivided Kashmir in October has had seismic
consequences not just for its victims but also for
political processes on both sides of the Line of
Control. Jihadist groups like the Lashkar-e-Taiba have suc-
ceeded in leveraging the goodwill garnered by their well-
funded earthquake relief effort to execute a series of high-
profile terrorist strikes in India. Many believe this coming
spring will see a new wave of violence — one that could put
pressure on a détente process that is key to building an
abiding peace in South Asia. In order to find a way out of
what can, unchecked, snowball into the next India-Pakistan
crisis, it is necessary to have a nuanced understanding of just
what is going on in Jammu and Kashmir. India-Pakistan
détente has yielded demonstrable results. Once the bilateral
crisis of 2001-02 was defused, violence in the State has been
in steady decline. Pakistan seems to have realised that high
levels of jihadist violence in the State pose a threat not just to
India, but also to its own interests. On the other hand, the
conviction of the Pakistani Army and its Islamist allies that
low-grade covert warfare is needed to secure concessions on
J&K means an end to violence is not in sight. While terrorist
violence has declined, it remains a brutal, life-shaping real-
ity for ordinary people in and outside the State. If the peace
process is to flower, it must be insulated from the pressures
continued terrorist violence will bring to bear on India-
Pakistan détente. 4

‘What then can be done? Indian policy from the mid-1990s

has been predicated on the assumption that, stripped of
political legitimacy within J&K, terrorism cannot survive.
Experience has shown this assumption to be dangerously
flawed. Dialogue with the All Parties Hurriyat Conference is
stalled because the organisation has no authority over ter-
rorist groups, and thus cannot deliver even a limited de-
escalation in return for political concessions from New
Delhi. While carrying on a broad-based dialogue within J&K
is vital to strengthening democracy, it is no substitute for
fighting terrorism resolutely. On this front, the challenges
are formidable. Although terrorist groups have demonstrat-
ed growing technological sophistication, Indian counter-
intelligence and operational infrastructure remain grossly
inadequate. Lashkar commanders are increasingly using
secure satellite phone-based communication technologies
that Indian intelligence organisations do not have the re-
sources to decrypt. Despite the expanding reach of the
cellphone network in J&K, no investments have been made
to upgrade the Intelligence Bureau’s communications capa-
bilities in the State. The J&K police lack even such basic
tools as a computerised online record base on suspects.
Investments in modernising the security apparatus must be
made — starting now. Policy-makers must start fighting
violence more intelligently if peace is to have areal chance.
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Protests, hunger strikes mark
Human Rights Day in Kashmir-

‘Rallies to submit memoranda at the United Nations office in Srinagar

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Demonstrations, sem-
inars and hunger strikes by sep-
aratist organisations and the
High Court Bar Association
marked International Human
Rights Day in Kashmir on Sat-
urday.

Democratic Freedom Party
chief Shabir Ahmed Shah and
chairman of the National Front
Naeem Ahmed Khan led the pro-
testers who chanted slogans
against “human rights excesses.”

Mr. Shah and the moderate
Hurriyat leader Javed Mir led

separate rallies to the United
Nations office at Sonwar here to
submit memoranda.

Leaders of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front ob-
served fast to “express solidarity
with the people subjected to cus-
todial killings, disappearances,
torture and arrests,” while har-
dline separatist leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani addressed a semi-
nar organised by the Bar Associ-
ation.

Hitting out at the Pakistan
Government and the moderate
faction of Hurriyat Conference
led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,

Mr. Geelani said whatever was
happening vis-a-vis the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue was in
the interest of India and people
were falling in a “trap.”

He said: “All these road maps
and proposals such as self-gov-
ernance and self-rule are in no
way in the interests of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir. Vague
terms are being floated to divert
the attention of the people from
the righteous cause of self-deter-
mination.”

Criticises OIC
Criticising the Orjanisatien
//

of the Islamic Conference, an as-
sociation of 57 nations, he said it
did not take into account the
“gross human rights violation at
the hands of security forces in
Kashmir,” while drafting the
Makkah Declaration denounc-
ing terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.

Expressing solidarity with the
“victims of state terrorism,”
JKLF acting chairman Bashir
Ahmed Bhat and other leaders of
the front observed a hunger
strike.

“The world is talking about
the resolution of Kashmir but

0 .
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ALL FOR RIGHTS: Supporters of the Hurriyat Conference (Moderate Group) demonstrating on Saturday, the Human Rights Day, at Lal Chowk in
Srinagar. - PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

our people are continuously
subjected to custodial killings,
disappearances, torture, arrests,
rape and molestation, and there
is no let-up whatsoever in the
human rights abuses,” Mr. Bhat
said. The world community
should pressure India to stop the
abuses, he said. “We challenge
New Delhi’s presence here. Once
Indian troops withdraw human
rights abuses will stop automat-
ically,” Masarat Alam, a hard-
line separatist leader of the Mus-
lim League said.

The police took into custody
at least 50 activists.
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Teacher dies

1N J

Terrorlst
leaves
his cargo
behind

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore, Dec. 29: A pair of
jeans found near the spot of
yesterday’s attack has led po-
lice to conclude that the ter-
rorist is six feet tall.

It seems that the gunman
had left behind everything he
was carrying as the police
found an AK-56 rifle, a bag,
chest pouch, magazines and
grenades.

The lone terrorist had ope-
ned fire last night on delegates
to a conference oh operations
research being held at the JN
Tata auditorium across CV
Raman Avenue from the Indi-
an Institute of Science (11Sc).

M.C. Puri, professor emeri-
tus of mathematics at Delhi
IIT, died in the attack and four
others were injured. All four
are out of danger.

At the crack of dawn,
weary policemen who had
spent the night combing the
campus, once again started
their work — marking the
spots, combing the bushes and
looking for evidence.

Daylight unveiled a grim-
mer picture of the tragedy
with bloodstains, gashed tree
barks and trampled bushes
telling a tale of people run-
ning helter-skelter.

Investigators are saying
the attacker possibly did not
jump into a waiting Ambas-
sador to escape, as thought
earlier. They said the rifle was
found in a street behind the
campus.

“If he ran towards an Am-
bassador at the front gate, how
did the weapon end up in the
ditch behind the establish-
ment?” one wondered.

The police now believe the
terrorist climbed over a small
gate on the main road to enter
the auditorium compound,
put his bag on the ground and
pulled out the AK-56. He
slipped on a monkey cap and
strapped on a chest pouch con-

Policemen stand guard at the Indian Institute of Science on Thursday (Reuters)

taining four grenades and
magazines.

He then moved towards the
auditorium porch, lobbed a
grenade and started running
away. Once he came across
people, he began firing. He
continued to run but, finding a
dead alley, swung around and
came right back, this time not
firing. He threw the weapon
into a ditch and jumped over
the compound wall, melting
into the darkness.

The police have found the
bag, chest pouch, magazines,
grenades and the pair of jeans
— blue, stone-washed, size 34

and sporting a popular label.
The pouch had three live
grenades, three magazines
with 30 bullets each and a
paper napkin. Four dates were
found in the bag.

Bangalore woke up with its
confidence in the city as a
peaceful place shattered, as
terrorism announced its ar-
rival. Delhi and Mumbai have
known terrorist violence sev-
eral times over. Calcutta got its
taste in the attack on the
American Center in 2002.
Chennai itself hasn’t seen a
terrorist attack, but Sriperum-
budur, where Rajiv Gandhi

was assassinated, is only 40
km away.

“This is the first time it is
happening,” said chief minis-
ter Dharam Singh, Banga-
lore’s shocked realisation find-
ing voice in his words.

Singh said more than one
person might have been in-
volved in the operation, admit-
ting it to be a terrorist attack.

Intelligence reports sugge-
sted a single terrorist, who
was not trained too well, an in-
dication that he belonged to
the Jaish-e-Mohammad, and
not the Lashkar, which uses its
men for more lethal impact.

protecting student

Politicians in vanishing act

AYSWARIA VENUGOPAL'

New Delhi, Dec. 29: Mu-
kesh Chander Puri died
trying to protect his stu-
dent Lalitha from a ter-
rorist’s bullets.

Lalitha’s narration of this -

final act of bravery has left
the math professor’s family
and friends emotionally over-
whelmed.

But outside his immediate
family — wife Raksha and son
Saurav who are simply broken
by the tragedy — there is a
touch of anger that until 24
hours after the shooting, no
politician had turned up at the
Puris’ door at Mount Kailash
Apartments to mourn.

Till Thursday evening,
only a former Delhi mayor had
visited the family.

“We don’t need their croco-
dile tears. All of them want to
know when the body is arriv-
ing just so that they can get
their publicity,” said Naresh
Jagota, Raksha'’s cousin.

Even getting the body back
from Bangalore did not prove
easy for the family, which, in
frustration, was considering
bringing it over by Jet Air-
ways. After several requests

M.C. Puri

by the family, it was put on an
Indian Airlines flight (IC903).
“The body is coming by the ev-
ening flight and in these cases,
we don’t even take charges,”
said an airline spokesperson.

‘At the airport, M.S. Bitta, a
Congress leader with no
standing in the party, became
the first politician to show up.

Back in the house, VK.
Bhalla, Puri’s brother-in-law,
related how Lalitha described
his final moments.

“Lalitha, who had gone
with him to Bangalore, told us
that he died while trying to
save her life. She was walking
in front and when he saw the
gunman approach, he just
pushed her to the ground and

We don’'t need their
crocodile tears. All of
them want to know
when the body is
arriving just so that
they can get their
publicity
— NARESH JAGOTA
(a relative)

L R

took the bullets himself.
Saurav, who had gone to
Bangalore to collect the body,
was told that his father had
taken two bullets — one just
below his right collarbone and
another which pierced his
lungs, entered his liver and got
lodged in the intestine.
Professor emeritus at Del-
hi IIT, Puri died at a confer-
ence he had attended every ye-
ar for 30 years since it began.
Among those waiting for
Puri’s body to return, there
was one who still thought that
it was another homecoming —
his grandson. “Amogh refuses
to believe that his nana is not
coming home. He thinks that
his grandfather will come and

take him to Goa. Prof. Puri
was his father, mother, grand-
father, everything. He was
very fond of the boy” said
Bhalla.

Puri had planned to take
his grandson on a vacation to
Goa and tickets for the whole
family had been booked for
January 3. “He had even
showed Amogh the tickets be-
fore leaving. He had told
Amogh ‘Thave never taken you
out for a vacation. I will take
youto Goa’,” Bhalla added.

He narrated how unassum-
ing Puri was, citing the in-
stance of the marriage to his
sister. “He married my sister
with one rupee and a handker-
chief. He told us that he want-
ed a simple marriage. There
were just eight persons at the
wedding and he came on a mo-
torcycle.”

“The Mata ka Mandir at
New Friends Colony where we
were going to do his chautha
even gave us back the small de-
posit when they found out who
he was. They said he gave his
life for the nation.”

The cremation will take
place at 11 am tomorrow at the
Lodhi Road crematorium.

B Attack on IISc, Page 6
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JKLF okays United

Kashmlr

Kavita Suri in London

Nov. 28. — The Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF) has “condi-
tionally and cautiously”
welcomed the proposal of
an United States of
Kashmir that was recently
presented by Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, the head of
the moderate faction of
the Hurriyat Conference.

The JKLF welcomed the
proposal on the demilitari-
sation of Jammu and
Kashmir while rejecting
the proposal to give the
Kashmiris “home rule” or
“internal autonomy” as
was proposed by Pakistan
President General Pervez
Musharraf.

Addressing the media in
Rawalpindi in Pakistan, Mr
Amanullah Khan, the
chairman of the JKLF, said
today that the proposal of
an United States of
Kashmir was at par with the
JKLF’s own concept of the
formation of a democratic,
federal and secular republic
in the divided Kashmir.
The idea was floated a
decade ago as a proposal,
but it was only in June 2003
that it surfaced in the form
of a roadmap.

The main difference
between the one proposed
by Mirwaiz and the one by

e
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\‘he JKLF was, Mr Aman-
llah Khan said, that while
the former proposed a
joint control of India and
Pakistan on the United
States of Kashmir, the
JKLF wanted it to be com-
pletely independent, hav-
ing friendly relations with
both its neighbours.

As such, the JKLF sup-
ports the idea of United
States of Kashmir only if it
is completely independent
and not under foreign con-
trol, Mr Khan said and
called upon Mirwaiz and
his faction of the Hurriyat
to realise that a joint
Indian-Pakistani control
over Kashmir could be
“very very dangerous”.

Commenting on the
proposal of demilitarisa-
tion of the entire Kashmir,
Mr Khan said that though
it would lessen the mis-
eries of Kashmiris on the
Indian side, it would pre-
sent no solution to the
Kashmir issue if it was not
followed by the re-unifica-
tion and complete inde-
pendence of th ewhole of
Kashmir. As for home rule
or self-government, it was
“meaningless”  without
sovereignty, he said.

The state of Jammu and
Kashmir had its own
President, Prime Minister
and National Flag
1953, he pointed out.

¢T- %

proposal

¢ S NUY

Burton
talks
Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Nov. 28. —
The US Congress would
support the Indo-US nuc-
lear deal provided India
worked out a “definite
separation” of its military
and civilian facilities, US
Congressman Dan Burton
said here today. “I am
leaning towards the nucl-
ear agreement (signed by
Dr Manmohan Singh and
Mr George W Bush on 18
July),” Mr Burton, head-.
ing a US Congressional
delegation to India, said.
The Republican from
Indiana, dubbed an India
baiter, will also meet the
Prime Minister. He made
it clear that he would raise
Kashmir, nuclear prolifer-
ation and alleged human
rights violations with Dr
Manmohan Singh. “We
are glad that the Prime
Minister and President
Pervez Musharraf are
working out differences.
But we still have differ-
ences. We will talk to the
Prime Minister about
these,” he said. — SNS
Editorial:

till
/ Visa for Burton! page 6
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J&K attacks reveal

major mﬂ

By M Saleem Pandit/TNN \

Srinagar: A car bomb exploded in Srinagar on
Wednesday around the same time a CRPF con-
voy was attacked. The day before, a 24-hour gun-
battle with fidayeen ended with two people dead
and a wannabe suicide bomber in police clutch-
es. Bombs went off in Delhi killing Diwali shop-
pers and terrorists struck in Srinagar in a bid to
blow up chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad’s in-
auguration.

These bloody acts, security officers, say is
proof enough to show that scores of terrorists,
waiting across the LoC for an opportune mo-
ment to sneak in, actually calmly walked across
as military defences on the frontier fell after the
October 8 earthquake. The military had initial-
ly pooh-poohed the idea that the LoC had melt-
ed in parts and people were ambling across. But
that was not borne out by accounts of many
Kashmiris, on a visit to relatives in PoK, who ac-
tually walked across the LoC unchallenged.

Ask Javid Ahmad Pathan, Syed Ali Hyder or
Syed Rafig Hussain, who had taken the bus to
Muzaffarabad. “I walked from Muzaffarabad to
Kaman Post and saw no troops. Pakistani troops
stopped me, but I showed them travel docu-
ments and they let me go,” said Javid Pathan,
who reached home on October 22 after trekking
down from Chakhoti in PoK for three days.

Hyder and Hussain, who is the sarpanch of
Noor Khan village in Uri, have the same story to
tell and insist that Pakistan Army men, who
were also devastated by the quake, asked some
prefunctory questions and let them go. They did
not confront any Indian soldier as they trudged
into Kashmir. Pakistan Army, intelligence re-
ports now say, not only allowed legitimate trav-
ellers like these three to pass through without
let or hinder, but actually pushed through as
many as 200 terrorists belonging to the Lashkar-
e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad into Kashmir
from Rajwar, Karnah and Keran and even Uri
sector in north Kashmir.

-~ “About 200 militants were waiting to cross
into this side of Jammu and Kashmir from
Kupwara and Uri before the quake. They had as-
sembled in Leepa Valley camp in PoK,” another
senior intelligence officer told TOI. “Constant
vigil and barbed-wire fencing along the LoC was
making it difficult for militants to cross over.
But the damage to pickets and fencing helped
armed militants in infiltrating the Valley,” he
said. Exact casualties aren’t known, but at least
50 Indian soldiers were killed in the quake and
dozens of bunkers and outposts were destroyed.

A senior intelligence officer posted at the LoC
told TOI, “Troops foiled several infiltration bids
in Gulmarg and Mechil sectors after the quake,
but 20-odd terrorists of Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad sneaked in from Rajwar,
Nowgam and Keran sectors.” The officer said
frequent terrorist strikes in the Valley and
blasts in Delhi were meant to send a message
that terrorists camps were still operational in
PoK despite reports of the death of hundreds of
militants in various camps due to the quake.

ux of ultr
" Fourkilled in

QS

car bomb blast

Times NEws NETWORK

Srinagar: At least four per-
sons were killed and 40 oth-
ers injured in a powerful car
bomb explosion outside the
Jammu and Kashmir Bank
headquarters at Dalgate here
on Wednesday. Al Arifeen, a
shadow group of the

A woman injured in the explosion is
treated in a Srinagar hospital

Lashkar-e-Toiba, has claimed
responsibility for the blast.
An explosives-laden Maruti
car parked opposite the main
entrance of the bank’s head-
quarters exploded at about
10.20 am just ‘as the bullet-
proof ambassador car of for-

mer state minister Usman -

Majid -was passing through.
The explosion damaged sev-
eral private vehicles.

Security agencies said the
blast was triggered by a re-
mote control device and the
target was Majid, the Bandi-
pora MLA. Majid, a minis-
ter in the Mufti cabinet, was
formerly a terrorist and had
surrendered before the
army. He was a close aide of
Mohammad Yousuf Parray
or Kuka Parray, a top terror-
ist who became Sonwari
MLA after surrendering
and who was killed by ter-
rorists in 2003.

Panic gripped the entire
city during the rush hour
when most government and
private employees were on
their way to work. The blast
site is the busiest junction
in Srinagar and is used by
thousands of people to
reach their offices every
morning. Three of the dead

have been identi-
fied as Ghulam Ra-
sool Wani, a bank
employee, Abdul
Hamid Naquash
and Nazir Ahmad.

Wasim Qureshi,
superintendent of
SMHS, said, six of
the critically in-
jured had been
shifted to the Sher-
e-Kashmir Insti-
tute of Medical
Sciences as they
had severe in-
juries in their
heads and chests.

Five minutes be-
fore the blast at Dal-
gate, terrorists at-
tacked a CRPF convoy at
Awantipora on the national
highway, killing one CRPF
man and leaving three oth-
ers injured.

CRPF spokesman R K
Singh said, “Terrorists re-
sorted to indiscriminate fir-
ing on a CRPF convoy at
Awantipora market. Deepak
Sharma, a jawan, died on
the spot while three others
were wounded.” He said se-
curity forces had cordoned
the area to launch a comb-
ing operation but nobody
had been arrested so far.

Meanwhile, the death
toll in Tuesday’s blast at
a political rally in Tang-
marg rose to six. Authori-
ties have announced a red
alert in the Valley as several
Maruti cars have gone miss-
ing in the city and one of

them had been used for
Wednesday’s explosior/
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GenNext roots for

peace

Wy
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New-age Kashmir leaders want a Iastmg soluti

ARUN Joshi
New Delhi, November 16

THERE WERE clear in-
dications at the HT Lead-
ership Summit on
Wednesday that the next-
generation of Kashmir’s
leaders would indeed
like to find and try new
cures for the state's old
wounds. The GenNext
leaders promised to un-
bolt the doors to the

in new ideas.

But their words sounded like blasts from
the past, as if straight from the bitter
speeches of their “betrayed” fathers and
grandfathers.

However, the first-ever confluence of
mainstream and separatist leaders — Na-
tional Conference president Omar Abdul-
lah, PDP chairperson Mehbooba Mufti
and Al Parties Hurriyat Conference
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq -—
looked larger than life when all of them
said a resounding ‘no’ to violence in all its
manifestations, and asked India and Pak-
istan to dismantle the walls of distrust.

But then there was a loud reminder that
the will of Kashmiris must be taken into
account in any durable solution. The trio
played blame games, each trying to outdo
the others in a no-hold-barred match of

PHOTOS: ARVIND YADAV/HT
winds of change and let Mehbooba Mufti and Omar Abdullah at the HT Leadership meet on Wednesday.

one-upmanship. The charges against Delhi
— both in terms of rhetoric and illustra-
tions drawn from history -— had far more
thrust. The references to Islamabad’s role
by contrast were more cautious.

Omar Abdullah was the lone exception.
He made it clear that the external hand
was more responsible than internal dis-
content for Kashmir’s woes.

However, when their turn came to speak,
all of them chose Delhi as their whipping
boy. They burrowed deep into the post-1947
history of Kashmir. They recalled the
Sheikh-Indira accord of 1975 and the sub-
sequent breach of promise, the rigged elec-
tions of 1987 and the Centre’s failure to re-
duce troops in Kashmir to argue that Delhi,
more than anybody else, was responsible
for the current situation in Kashmir.

]}‘i(. P Oy i 1‘\“ liMEs

Omar Abdulah said
while some signs of new
thinking had emerged on
the external front with the
post-quake opening of cer-
tain points along the LoC
and the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service,
similar efforts on the in-
ternal front lacked speed.
and visibility. -

But when it came to the
“new ways”, the trio stuck
to old guns. The Mirwaiz
wanted the dialogue
process to pick up and Del-
hi to throw indicators on the ground to
convince militants that only dialogue, not
guns, can offer a solution. He underlined
his difficulty as a dove. “It’s more difficult
to be a moderate than to be a hardliner.”

The PDP chief, who had set the ball
rolling by reeling off the accomplish-
ments of her father Mufti Mohammaad
Sayeed’s three-year-rule, focused on the
dipping violence graph, the withdrawal of
Pota and an increased sense security
among the people. She said there was a
need pick up the thread from where her
party had left it, and saw a solution some-
where between the Prime Minister’s
stand of “no redrawing of boundaries”
and President Pervez Musharraf’s call for
“demilitaristion” of Jammu and Kashmir.

Complete coverage on Page 3
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Suicide strike n Srinagar
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Four killed in shootout, mzlztants holed up i Lal Chowk hotel

HTC and Agencies
Srinagar, November 14

FOUR PEOPLE were Kkilled and nearly a
dozen wounded when a fidayeen (suicide)
squad of the al-Mansoorian militant group
struck at Lal Chowk, the hub of commer-
cial activity in Srinagar, on Monday. A
spokesperson of al-Mansoorain outfit
claimed responsibility for the attack. How-
ever, in the evening, Islamic Front, another
militant group, claimed that the attack was
jointly carried out by its cadres and al-Man-
soorain. The militants have been barricad-
ed in a hotel, and efforts are on to track
them down.

The attack came on a day when the
fourth point along the Line of Control was
opened for quake relief operations for the
residents of Pak-occupied Kashmir.

“Militants lobbed a grenade at a security
picket in Lal
Chowk and then
fired with auto-
matic weapons,
triggering a
fierce  gunbat-

tle,” said a po-

lice
spokesman.

The attack

brought nor-

mal life to a

complete

standstill. Ac-
cording to wit-

nesses, mili-

tants armed

with grenades
and rifles at-

BLEEDS

Unintentional
attack: Militants

UNDER FIRE for launching
attacks in crowded busi-
ness areas, militant outfit
al-Mansoorian changed
tack saying it didn’t intend
to strike in Lal Chowk lo-
cality and the action was
the resuit of a “chance en-

counter” with security tempted to
forces. The outfit’s spok- storm a CRPF
esman Abu Usama said a camp, housed

suicide squad of al-Man-
soorian was on its way to
Pampore to attack the lo-
cal police station there.
“We had no intention to
carry out an attack in Lal
Chowk and our activists
were in fact on way to
Pampore in Puiwama dis-
trict to mount an attack on
the local police station
there,” he told a [ocal news
agency. PTI, Srinagar

in a dilapidat-
ed cinema hall
at 3pm. in Lal
Chowk. “They
lobbed a hand
grenade. This
was followed
by rifle shots,”
said Moham-
mad Yaqoob, a
shopkeeper in
the locality.
“There  was
chaos, and 1
ran far safety
leaving behind my shop open,” he said.

The CRPF men guarding the camp, how-
ever, frustrated the militants attempt to
barge into the camp. “They ran and took
shelter into a nearby hotel (Peak View),”
said a CRPF official.

Rashid Rahil, a journalist associated
with an Urdu daily, said, “I was watching
from my office, which is bang opposite the
CRPF camp. Two persons, one in uniform,
were lying in a pool of blood, while five or
six others were bleeding heavily and were
running for cover.”

The slain CRPF men were identified as
Dhananjay and Ganshyam of 131 battalion.
The two civilians killed in the attack were
Ghulam Mohammad Lone of Chanpora
(Srinagar) and Mohammad Yousuf Bhat of
Kulgam (Anantnag).

One of the injured persons was a Japanese

AFP

Security personnel take up position during the encounter at Lal Chowk on Monday.

journalist Takishi. He was hit by a bullet in
his neck. Doctors treating him in the SMHS
hospital said that his condition was critical
because he was bleeding profusely.

“We have identified the spot where mili-
tants have taken positions,” said inspector
-general of CRPF (operations) S S Sandhu.

Meanwhile, police assisted by paramili-

tary forces launched a rescue operation to
evacuate civilians trapped in a hotel at Lal
Chowk where the ultras believed to have
taken positions.

“The firing has stopped and we are try-
ing to rescue trapped civilians from the
area particularly from inside a hotel where
the militants are believed to be hiding,”

senior superintendent of police Muneer
Khan said. He said although a number of
civilians were evacuated from shops and
adjoining buildings near the scene of the
gunfight with the help of armoured vehi-
cles, those trapped in the hotel and adjacent
building at Pladium chowk were being res-
cued. Once the rescue operation is over, a
search operation would be launched to neu-
tralise the militants whose number was not
clear, the police officer said.

However, official sources said the firing
was coming from two directions which in-
dicated at least two militants are involved
in the attack. Witnesses said shopkeepers
and pedestrians ran for cover after the blast
and firing in the crowded Lal Chowk. “I
dragged my daughter in a shop after I heard
aloud explosion and the gunfire. Both of us
were crying,” said Farida Jabeen, a wit-
ness. She said dozens of people also took
shelter in shops.

This is second fidayeen attack in Lal
Chowk in the past five months. Earlier mil-
itants on July 30 engaged security forces in
a 48-hour-long gunbattle in the locality
which ended with the killing of two mili-
tants and two policemen.

Hizb-ul militants kifled

Elsewhere in the state two Hizb-ul Mu-
jahideen militants and a former special po-
lice officer were killed in separate inci-
dents, a police spokesman said.

The two Hizb-ul militants identified as
Shahjahan alias “Muzamil” and Dilawar
alias Shahdab were killed in a gunfight
with security forces during search opera-
tions at Gambehari-Gool in Udhampur dis-
trict on Sunday night, the spokesman said.
An A-K assault rifle, two magazines, 50
rounds, a modified Insas rifle, two maga-
zines and 35 rounds were recovered from
the slain militants, the spokesman said.

In another incident, he said a group of
militants intruded into the house of one Ali
Mohammad at Ratnipora in south Kashmir
Pulwama last night and fired indiscrimi-
nately on his daughter Haseena Akhter.

AKkhter, aged about 22, was rushed to hos-
pital where she was declared brought dead,
the spokesman said. Akhter, a former SPO,
had left her job reportedly after she re-
ceived threats to her life from militants
some time back, official sources said.

Chief minister’s appeal

Chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad on Mon-
day asked security forces to ensure the safe-
ty of civilians while undertaking anti-mili-
tancy operations. “All the necessary steps
should be taken by security forces to ensure
that no injury or death is caused to civil-
ians in cross firing,” he said. Advocating
adoption of better operational procedures,
Azad advised security forces that anti-
militancy operations should be conducted
with professionalism and proper planning
so that no collateral damage is caused in
terms of life and property.

Violence continues in Kashmir despite a
slow-moving peace process by India and
Pakistan.The two nations, however, have
agreed to open five crossing points, as a hu-
manitarian response to the Octobe 8 devas-
tating earthquake.




Split in J&K National Panthers Party

Two of its four legislators set to form a separate outfit - °

Staff Reporter

JAMMU: Bringing an end to sever-
al days of suspense, two MLAs of
the Bhim Singh-led Jammu and
Kashmir National Panthers Par-
ty are all set to form a separate
outfit.

The Panthers Party has four
legislators in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly.

Both the legislators, Harsh
Dev Singh who is Bhim Singh’s
nephew, and Yash Pal Kundal
were Ministers in the Mufti Gov-
ernment till a month back.

Since the 2002 Assembly elec-
tions, differences between Mr.

Bhim Singh and Mr. Harsh Dev
Singhwere an open secret. The
party was virtually divided into
two camps — one led by Mr.
Bhim Singh and the other by his
nephew. The differences esca-
lated a week back after the new
Chief Minister, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, assumed office.

Mr. Bhim Singh decided that
none of his legislators would join
the Azad-led Government. He
also gave a ultimatum to Mr.
Azad that he would withdraw
support to the coalition Govern-
ment if the recommendations of
the Wazir Commission were not
implemented and a fresh Delim-

itation Commission was not ap-
pointed soon.

Both form part of the Com-
mon Minimum programme of
the coalition government.
Crisis

The threat to withdraw sup-
port and the decision not to par-
ticipate in the Azad-led Ministry
brought about a crisis in the
Panthers party with the two
camps trading allegation and
counter- allegations. Both start-
ed organising separate meetings
to demonstrate their strength.

Mr. Bhim Singh replaced
Harsh Dev Singh — from the post

| .
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of Legislative Party chief —with
Balwant Mankotia who is also
his nephew. He also set-up a
committee against Mr. Harsh
Dev Singh and Mr. Kundal in
connection with the anti-party
activities and indiscipline. Ulti-
mately, matters worsened Mr.
Harsh Dev Singh-led camp dis-
associated themselves froi the
Panthers party.

Mr. Harsh Dev Singh said that
the party’s new faction would
extend unconditional support to
the Azad-led Govt. so that the
priorities spelt out in the Com-
mon Minimum Programme
could be realised at the earliest.



JAlSH SUICIDE ATTACK NEAR MUFTI'S HOUSE IN SRINAGAR

Car bomb ‘gift’

(Clockwise from above) A woman wails after the car bomb
exploded in Nowgam on the outskirts of Stinagar on Wednesday,
The wreckage of the explosives-laden vehicle; A handout picture of
the man suspected to have detonated the bomb at Govindpuri in

New Delhi on Saturday. — AFP

Statesman News Service

JAMMU, Nov. 2. — Hours
before Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad
was sworn in as chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir, militants
today exploded a car bomb near
the residence of the previous
incumbent Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed at Nowgam Chowk on
the outskirts of Srinagar, killing
six persons and injuring 14.

“The car bomb is our first gift
to Ghulam Nabi Azad,” a man,
identifying himself as Abu
Quduma and claiming to be a
spokesman for the tcrrorist
group, Jaish-e-Mohammad, told
a local news agency.

He identified the bomber as
Mohammed Mubashir Hussain,
a resident of Abbaspora village
in Rawalakot in Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir.

A source said the Jaish-e-
Muhammad suicide bomber dri-
ving an explosives-laden car
when a constable, Nissar Ahmad,
asked him to stop at Nowgam
Chowk.

The man refused and fired at
the policemgn. As the constable

NEW DELH, Nov. 2. — Probe into serial
blasts in Dethi threw up a Muzaffarabad
(PoK) link and the Pakistan-based
Lashker-e-Taiyaba is strongly suspected
irrespective of its denial, a police source
said here today. Soon after the third
blast at Govindpuri in south Delh, a call
was made from a mobile phone there
around 6.05 p.m. to anather cell phane
in Srinagar, the source said. The phone,
which received the call in Srinagar, was
immediately used to make a call to
Muzaffarabad, he said. The phones
used in Srinagar and Muzaffarabad are
believed to belong to LeT. Delhi police

for CM

0-9- ) 9)?’\ G

stood up to the threat, refusing
to let him move on, he triggered
the explosion, killing two police-
men, a woman, two civilians and
himself.

The wounded were shifted to
hospitals. Given that the condi-
tion of quite a few of those
undergoing trcatment at Shri
Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital
was said 1o be critical, the toll
may go up. One of the slain
policemen has been identified as
Nissar Ahmad.

The blast was so powerful that
several vehicles on the highway
suffered extensive damage. The
impact caused the body parts to
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today issued sketches of a man
suspected to have triggered the
Govindpuri blast. He has been

described to be about five feet five

kills

Azad sworn in

SRINAGAR, Nav. 2. — Mr Ghufam
Nabi Azad was today sworn in as the
chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir.
He will fead a 12-member coalition
government marking the return of
Congress at the helm of affairs in the
state after three decades. Mr Bhim
Singh-led Jammu and Kashmir
Panthers Party, which has four MLAs,
chose to keep out of the Azad-led
government. — PTI

fly 100 metres away from the
explosion site. .

Such was the panic, that, for a
few minutes, no one dared go
near the injured. Police and
security forces arrived after
some time and removed the bod-
ies and rushed the injured to
hospitals.

Security across Kashmir has
been beefed up following the
blast. The state ' police were
apparently expecting a terrorist
strike on the day of Mr. Azad’s
swearing-in ceremony. They had
set up additional police posts in
anticipation. o :

Pak secks evidence, page S
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inches tal, finly-buif, wearing a

baseball cap with the words ‘New York'
inscribed on it and had a bandage on
his left hand, —8NS =



GYWHY YVSSIN ‘:0LO0Hd - ‘ADPSIUPIY| — m—— '
uo JpbPULIS U} AUOWDLDD ur-burapams 3 v Yonpqy boo.p,J pup pasfps poUUDYON 1A sdossavapasd 2l abed uo sp0des siop-
sy ypm “(ybry ppzy IGON WoINY) uquyspy] pup nunupf fo LSIUIN Joryp mau 7 qUVAD 30 JINVHD

*$19)STULJA] JO [IPUNOYy oY Ul ,
a0y MOU A[UO A3 ST e1Ie]) 5, dAd
QBwig I pueR BxIeY) I SIPIS
-aq -e8reyy juspusdopul YIm
181§ JO SIPISIUTI SB Uf UIOMS
alom SSISUO)) WOI) Yjoq YSulg
nqeg pue eyIeq) 'S'D "sI19IsIuiN
1oUIqRD) S Paonpu] a19m [13re] #

4

woyy 1y IessIN 1RH pue YT
woyy viof Wzdrg SuemepN pue
JQd woy eired) purey buel
pue ‘[ezyv 1zed) ‘Fediez Zi1Zv (NP
-qy ‘ssa1fuo) woly yioq uippniy |
-0\ fe ], pue padAES prllWeyo N
2PRZ199J "19)STUI Ul LIOMS OS[E
SeM BULIEYS WY je3Uue]y 105590
-apaid sty ‘Sreg "IN sopisad
"peZY "IN 01 A291038 pUE
20yjo JO YJeo 8y} palelsulupe
equig ‘'S I0UIBA0D YL ‘Ye[
-[pqy booleg pue paakes pewt
-Weyoy (PN SINSMIN 914D
IPWI0] TUOG EYIqUIY £18121098
[eIeua DDIV ‘Temsief 'd'S FWOH
10] 3783G JO 103STUIN UOTU[) ‘Ted
{eIAlS I9)SIUIN SUWIOH UOM[) |
Aq popusjje AUOUIAISD ¥ IV
*5723S JO SI9)STUI
watyy Jo oM} ‘SIBISTUTA TT Yim
Guore JIAISIUIN JOIUD AndaQg
a) & yjeo yooj Jreg URSSNH |
repezoyy lepes] Aed OUED ’
-owa( sa[doad -lrurysey pue
numres Jo ISWIW J9Ty) Yusl |
ayj se Ul uroms KepsdUPOM
uo sem; pezy IqeN wemyd 19
-pea] sspaSuo) I01UDS YVOVNIYS

1

i\ %, wepmng jeefys

IOISTUTA] JoTyD AInda(J Sk Yieo saxe} Sreq uressnp Jegezniy opea] ddd

Nefe ¥

< J9JSIUI JO1Y3 Ul UIOMS pezy

/

~ M




Nou
of

New Delhi: Reacting cautious-
ly to Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s suggestion on de-
militarising both sides of Kash-
mir, India on Tuesday asserted
that it could not be done “uni-
laterally”.

“It can’t be done unilateral-
1y’ external affairs minister K
Natwar Singh told reporters af-
ter the swearing in of new Chief
Justice of India Y K Sabharwal.

“After all, they (Pakistan) are
in occupation of our areas,” he
said when asked about Mushar-
raf’s proposal to demilitarise
the region to provide comfort to
earthquake-affected people on
both sides of the Line of Con-
trol. Singh also had a word of
advice for Musharraf: “Over-
verbalising doesn’t help. Every
second day there is a statement
from that side.”

The minister made it clear
that he would have to study the
Pakistan President’s comments
and the context in which it was
made before offering any defi-
nite views.

Asked about Musharraf’s
proposal, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh said, “I am not
commenting on anything to-
day” Taking a tough line on
Monday, the Prime Minister
had forthrightly told Musharraf
that there were “external link-
ages” of terrorists involved in
Saturday’s blasts and asked him
to act against terrorism direct-
ed against India.

When Musharraf called the
PM to offer condolences for

A

those killed in the serial blasts,
Manmohan reportedly made it
clear to him that Delhi expected
Islamabad to act against those
spreading terror here.

The Pakistan President had
called the Prime Minister short-
ly after telling reporters
in Rawalpindi that Pakistan
was ready to extend “unequivo-
cal support” to India in the in-
vestigation of the “dastardly
terrorist” attack, suspected to
have been carried out by Pak-
istan-based militant outfit
Lashkar-e-Toiba. Bluntly telling
Musharraf that the country
was outraged at these heinous
acts of terrorism, Manmohan

added, “We continue to be dis--

turbed and dismayed at indica-
tions of the external linkages of
terrorist groups with the Octo-
ber 29 bombing.”

Clearly, New Delhi’s message
to Islamabad is that cross-bor-
der terrorism must be stopped
forthwith and tangible action
taken on the ground to prove it
was committed to honouring its
pledge to India. Keeping in view
India’s serious concerns, the
Prime Minister once again
drew Musharraf’s attention to
Pakistan’s commitment to end
cross-border terrorism. He re-
portedly emphasised that “vio-
lence against civilians can nev-
er be justified” and terrorism
would never weaken India’s re-
solve or its commitment to the
country’s unity and territorial
lntegrlty Agencies
» More reports on Pages 10 & 11

ni atgral demilitarisation
shmir,
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declares Delhi

Cooperate with India,
UNSC tells members

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: Pakistan is under intense
international scrutiny over the Delhi
bomb blasts with the UN Security Coun-
cil passing a strongly-worded statement
on Monday asking member states to co-
operate with India in bringing terrorists
to justice. Although the statement does
not mention Pakistan by name, the in-
ference seems clear, since New Delhi has
publicly accused Islamabad of not act-
ing against terrorism directed at India.
The Delhi-specific directive asking
member states to “cooperative actively
with the Indian authorities in this re-
gard”, is a dead giveaway as to who the
advice is aimed at. It also rebuffs Pak-

“istan’s attempts to rationalise terrorism

in India as actions of freedom fighters.

Not us, says Jaish

UN/Islamabad: Even as the UNSC on

Tuesday condemned the blasts and
urged its members to “cooperate active-
ly” with India to bring the financiers
and sponsors of the attacks to justice,
two banned Pakistani militant groups
denied involvement in the bombings.

A spokesman for Jaish-e-Mohammed,
a group blamed for numerous terrorist
attacks in the past, accused India of us-
ing the attacks “for political purposes”.
“There are other armed and trained in-
surgent groups in India. They can carry
out such attacks against India,”” Hassan
Burki Said.Agencies



Azad’s crown of thornsw\

If Ghulam Nabi Azad manages to stay focussed on the day-to-day problems of
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Kashmiris, it will constitute a welcome break with the State’s unhappy past.

N HIS deathbed, the ailing Sheikh

Mohammad Abdullah nominated

his son as his political heir. Along

with the gift of power, the Sheikh
delivered a warning: “the crown I am placing
on your head,” he told Farooq Abdullah, “is
made of thorns.”

Jammu and Kashmir’s new Chief Minis-
ter, Ghulam Nabi Azad, has been served a
warning of the grim realities of governing
the State in a less delicate fashion: if an alert
Central Reserve Police Force patrol had not
detected the bomb planted outside a Srina-
gar mosque on October 28, his first task
would have been commiserating with the
relatives of the victims.

Dealing with violence, however, will be
just one of several challenges the new Chief
Minister will have to confront. While ma-
naging an unruly, often fractious coalition
government, he will have to deal with deep
ethnic, religious, and regional fissures — and
all the while work to rebuild institutions of
governance undermined by decades of ne-
glect, authoritarianism, and subversion.

War and peace

Since the India-Pakistan crisis of 2001-
2002, violence in Jammu and Kashmir has
been in steady decline. Judged by key in-
dices, like the numbers of terrorism-related
incidents and fatalities, 2005 saw the trend
deepen [see chart]. None the less, Mr. Azad
has arrived in office at a time when the
détente process faces several serious
challenges.

For one, the energetic earthquake-relief
performance of organisations of the Islamist
right, like the Jamaat ud-Dawa and al-Rash-
id Trust, has won them renewed legitimacy
in Pakistan. Groups like the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba are likely to try and capitalise on the
situation, a fact the October 29 bombings in
New Delhi have illustrated. Battered by crit-
icism of his handling of the earthquake, Pa-
kistan President General Pervez Musharraf
may find it difficult to confront the Islamists
and their armies.

Secondly, no one is certain just where the
dialogue between New Delhi and the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference is headed.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
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APHC chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq are
scheduled to hold a second round of meet-
ings, but some in the secessionist organisa-
tion have been backing away from the
dialogue. Part of this is the consequence of
pressure from terrorist groups. The Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, which rejects dialogue with
New Delhi, is promoting itself as an alter-
nate political front. Its new website,
www.hizbmedia.com, projects the Islamist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani as the political
face of the terrorist group.

Perhaps the most difficult part of main-
taining peace in Jammu and Kashmir,
though, is likely to be managing competing
concerns of the alliance partners. Criticism
of the conduct of security forces by the PDP,
which draws considerable support from the
religious right in Kashmir, is likely to be
regular in coming months. Although the
PDP rapidly backed off its early efforts to
limit offensive counter-terror operations, it
now has the opportunity to resume the kinds
of polemical assaults on security forces that
brought it considerable political rewards in
the 2002 elections.

For the Congress, sensitive to national
concerns about the situation in the State and
to the perceptions of its Hindu constituency
in Jammu province, being perceived as weak
on terrorism is simply not an option. Each
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time human rights abuses take place — and,
as the PDP itself discovered, a humane way
of fighting a war is yet to be discovered — the
Congress will come under siege nof just
from its opponents but from its allies too.

A marriage of convenience?

Indeed, not a little speculation has cen-
tred on just how durable the Congress-PDP
relationship will now prove. Some believe
the PDP will, a year or two down the road,
choose to bring down the government on an
issue of emotive significance to its ethnic-
Kashmiri audience. Should the Congress
then ally with the National Conference to
remain in power, the PDP would be able to
represent itself as the sole spokesperson of
regional concerns and sentiments.

Now confined in the main to southern and
central Kashmir, the PDP would no doubt
like to emerge as the principal representa-
tive of all of Kashmir province. Were it to
consider bringing down the alliance at some
point in the future, though, it is far from
clear if the potential dividends in the future
election would justify the risks involved.
Powerful north Kashmir-based PDP leaders,
such as Deputy Chief Minister-designate
Muzaffar Beig and the Tangmarg-area
strongman Ghulam Hasan Mir, also need an
alliance with the Congress to secure their

flanks against National Conference assauit.

Another reason for sticking with the alli-
ance lies in the province of Jammu. With
Kashmir province politically divided, any
valley-based formation will have to turn to
Jammu for an alliance partner should it
choose to form a government. Neither the
PDP nor the National Conference will be
comfortable seeking an alliance with the
Bharatiya Janata Party — a fact that gives
the Congress enormous leverage for the
foreseeable future.

For the moment, then, the Congress-PDP
alliance is secure: their marriage might be
one of convenience rather than love, but in
politics, convenience can be a powerful
bond.

Development & institution-building

Will Mr. Azad prove able to manage these
strains and forge ahead with bringing about
real change in the State?

In his early public declarations, Mr. Azad
has focussed on the need for ending corrup-
tion and building an accountable adminis-
tration. While Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed’s regime had started off
well, notably setting up a vigilance commis-
sion, which built credible cases against sev-
eral corrupt politicians and bureaucrats, it
soon backed off. At least two senior politic-
ians allied with the PDP and a top bureau-
crat close to Mr. Sayeed were protected from
prosecution — something that did not alittle
to undermine public support for the PDP-
Congress alliance.

Mr. Azad will also have to work to turn the
Cabinet into an instrument of political dis-
cussion rather than a patronage-seeking
durbar. Several important constitutional
amendments, including those calling for
limits on the size of the Ministry, have yet to
be discussed by the Jammu and Kashmir
Cabinet. Nor has the Cabinet so far consid-
ered the devolution of powers to the prov-
inces, akey promise made by the Congress to
voters during the 2002 elections.

If Mr. Azad manages to stay focussed not
onwhat is called the problem of Kashmir but
the actual, day-to-day problems of Kash-
miris, it will constitute a welcome break
with the State’s unhappy past.



Azad set to rule Ka

Press Trust of india

SRINAGAR, Oct. 30. —
Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad
was today elected leader
of the Congress legislature
party in Jammu and
Kashmir after which he
staked claim to form the
government, paving the
way for the Congress’ first
stint in power in Kashmir
in three decades.

People’s
Party, which made way for
Congress to take over the
reins under a power-shar-
ing pact after the 2002
Assembly polls, elected the
finance  minister, Mr
Muzaffar Hossain, as
leader of its legislature
group. He might be chosen
as deputy chief minister.

Mr Azad. (56), chosen
by the Congress high com-
mand for the top post, was
unanimously elected the
CLP leader at its meeting
here after his name was
proposed by the J&K PCC
chief Mr Peerzada Moh-
ammmad Sayeed and sec-
onded by the deputy chief
minister, Mr Mangat Ram
Sharma, and Mr Ghulam
Rasool Kar. The election
of Mr Azad was held in
the presence of AICC
observer Mr Moti Lal
Vohra and Ms Ambika
Soni, AICC general secre-
tary in-charge of J&K.

Twernity one Congress
ML As, four Independents
from Ladakh and six asso-
ciate members were pre-
sent at the meeting. Mr

Democratic
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A NEW CHAPTER BEGINS: Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad {(centre), along with Mr Mangat Ram Sharma (left) and Mr Peerzada Mohammad
Sayeed, in Srinagar on Sunday. — AFP

Azad, Union urban devel-
opment and parliamentary
affairs minister, later met.
Governor Lt-Gen. (retd)
SK Sinha, along with
Congress leaders Mr Vora
and Ms Soni, and staked
claim to form the govern-
ment. He is slated to be
sworn 1 on 2 November.
The PDP legislators met at
Mr Sayeed’s house and
unanimously clected Mr
Baig as their leader. Party

THE STATESMAN

sources said he was likely to
be the deputy chief minis-
ter in the new dispensation.

Following his election as
CLP leader, Mr Azad
called on the outgoing chief
minister, Mufti Md Sayeed,
and was closcted with him
for about half an hour. He
later said he would keep a
small and compact min-
istry. “It (ministry) will be
definitely reduced”.

The outgoing Sayeed

ministry has 37 ministers
— 16 of Cabinet rank, and
21 ministers of state. Mr
Azad said his government
would function with the
support of all partners,
including PDP, and under
Mr Sayeed’s guidance.

Mr Azad would be the
10th chief minister of the
state and the first Cong-
ressman to be in the post in
30 years. The last Congress
government in Jammu and

Kashmir was headed by
Mir Qasim who relin-
quished power to Sheikh
Abdullah under an accord
with the Centre in 1975.
Mr Azad said good gov-
ernance and honest admi-
nistration will be on the
top of his agenda and
“from now on, nothing less
than honest management
of affairs would be tolerat-
ed in the state administra-
tion,” he promised. //




Azad to be
J&K Chlef =
Minister -

Congress leader after 3 decades

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Union Minister Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad will be the new
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir. He will be the first
Congress leader to occupy the
top post after three decades.

The Congress on Thursday
decided to take its turn at lead-
ing the State Government as per
the 2002 coalition arrangement
with the People’s Democratic
Party following the Assembly
elections. Mr. Azad is due to take
charge on November 2 — the day
the Congress is scheduled to
take over from the PDP.

The announcement was made
here late this evening by the All
India Congress Committee gen-
eral secretary in-charge of J&K,
Ambika Soni, ending five days of
hectic parleys and uncertainty.
Earlier, the decision was con-
veyed to Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and PDP
leader Mehbooba Mufti by Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi.
Both Mr. Sayeed and his daugh-
ter assured Ms. Gandhi of their
cooperation to Mr. Azad.

Besides the Congress presi-
dent, Ms. Soni and Mr. Azad also
spoke to Mr. Sayeed and Ms.
Mehbooba. It was Mr. Sayeed
who suggested that Mr. Azad
should take charge on November
2.

Before taking the decision,
Ms. Gandhi spoke to Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh. Both Dr.
Singh and Ms. Gandhi were em-
phatic that the change of guard
should not affect the relief and
rehabilitation work in the earth-
quake-affected parts of the
State, Ms. Soni said.

All other details — such as
who would be Deputy Chief
Minister and portfolio alloca-
tion — would be worked out in
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the coming days. The Congress
would like to continue along the
existing pattern as far as the post
of Deputy Chief Minister was
concerned, Ms. Soni said. Pres-
ently, the post is with the Con-
gress. As to whether portfolios
would be swapped, she said no
decision had been taken. No date
had been fixed for a Congress
Legislature Party meeting to
elect its new leader either.

The announcement came a |
couple of hours after 21 legisla- |
tors — some of whom threatened |
to resign on Wednesday if the
Congress opted to continue with |
the status quo — announced that
they would abide by Ms. Gand- |
hi’s decision. In a letter to Ms.
Gandbhi, they denied having ten-
dered their resignation while
conceding that a couple of their
“emotionally surcharged” col-
leagues might have expressed a
desire to resign before the
media.

Staking claim within hours of
the clarification, the Congress |
leaders sought to underline the
fact that the decision had not
been taken under duress but on-
ly after the legislators had reit-
erated their faith in Ms.
Gandhi’s leadership.

THE HINCU




J&K Cong agalnst Mufti extension

\}\ al Times News NETWORK \\/
Srinagar/Jammu: Congress party workers in Jammu and
Kashmir have threatened to shut their offices in various
parts of the state if the high command decides to let Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed continue as chief minis-
ter. “Many Congress offices in various parts of
the state would wind up in case Mutfti is al-
lowed to continue,” said Nazir Ahmad Bhat,
general secretary of the party. Tired of the par-
ty’s dithering on the issue, Congress support-
ers in the state on Tuesday erupted in a wave of
anger, shouting slogans in Srinagar the entire
day and hurling abuses. Hundreds of workers
from across the Valley arrived here to protest
what they called a “probable decision in favour
of Mufti.”

“The decision to let Mufti continue as CM
for the next three years would leave party
cadres in J&K disillusioned,” another general .
secretary, Mohammad Anwar Bhat, said in Pulwama. “We
are not bonded labourers here, the high command should
seek our views as well. Allowing Mufti to continue as CM
would be like stabbing our workers in the back,” he added.

Congress legislators went to the extent of threatening to

MUFTI SAYEED
Rise in revolt

Wult the party in case its nominee for the CM’s post was not

given a chance in keeping with the 2002 power sharing
agreement. In an attempt to control the crisis, the party high
command summoned some top leaders from the state to
New Delhi on Tuesday.
T Interestmgly, other parties too have joined
the issue. NC president Omar Abdullah said
Mufti was “power hungry”.

“If Mufti had some dignity and honour, he
would not seek continuation for even a single
day,” he lashed out. “On the ground, there will
be noimplications at all. If the argument were
that it would ruin the disaster management
work at the moment, the counter is that
Mufti’s disaster management has been really
disastrous.” The others—BdJP, Jammu Mukti
Morcha and other smaller parties—have also
come together in calling for the CM’s head.
“Now that the electorate has shown trust in
the Congress, it should keep its word,” said
Nirmal Singh, state BJP president.

The anti-Mufti feeling echoed on the streets of Jammu.
“Mufti has been anti-Jammu and anti-Hindus. We
trust Azad more,” said Prem Gupta, a Jammu-based
businessman.
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Hectic lobbying for change of guard in J&K

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI: Congress legislators
and leaders in Jammu and Kash-
mir have demanded that the par-
ty take its turn to head the
coalition government in accord-
ance with an earlier agreement
with the People’s Democratic
Party.

Several MLAs and some asso-
ciate members had a meeting
with AICC general secretary
Ambika Soni, who is in charge of
party affairs in the State. Pra-
desh Congress Committee chief
Peerzada Mohammed Sayeed
and Speaker Tara Chand met
Congress president Sonia Gand-
hi, who continued her consuita-
tions as the deadline for the
November 2 transfer of power
neared.

Ms. Gandhi met Ministers
Ghulam Ahmed Mir and Taj Mo-

hiuddin, who briefed her on the
earthquake relief work being
carried out by the Mufti Gov-
ernment. Ms, Gandhi is due to
visit the quake-hit areas shortly
to see the rehabilitation work.

Referring to the demand of
the party legislators, Ms. Soni
said there was nothing wrong in
the MLAs wanting the Congress
to lead the Government. “It is a
natural reaction but all of them
have also said that they would
abide by the decision that would
be taken by the Congress presi-
dent,” she added.

Although the party had asked
the PCC chief, the Speaker and
Deputy Chief Minister Mangat
Ram Sharma to come to Delhi
for consultations, some MLASs
and associate members have
come on their own and are lob-
bying for a change with the
senior party leaders.

TRE EINLU

Congress sources said reports
attributed to the associate
members that they would dis-
sociate from the party if the
Congress allowed Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed to continue as
Chief Minister were not correct.
These MLAs made no such ref-
erence during their discussion
with the Central leadership.

Jammu and Kashmir Nation-
al Panthers Party chairman
Bhim Singh demanded that the
Congress convene a meeting of
the coordination committee of
the constituents of the coalition
to decide on the next Chief
Minister. The party asserted
that under no condition would
it accept the status quo.

Mr. Singh said the next Chief
Minister should be from Jam-
mu, be a member of the State
Legislature and one acceptable
to all coalition partners.

|
|
|
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: With the date for
transfer of power in Jammu and
Kashmir approaching, the Con-
gress leadership continued the
process of consultation with
| party president Sonia Gandhi
\ and Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh meeting senior party lead-
{ ers here on Monday.
|
J
|
|

| For nearly two hours, Ms.
| Gandhi and Dr. Singh heard the
views of leaders who reviewed
the performance of the three-
year-old People’s Democratic
Party-led coalition Government,
| the areas of achievements, pro-
gress and delivery on promises
made by the alliance and chal-
| lenges ahead.
| The two leaders heard views
of Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun
) Singh, Urban Development Min-
J ister Ghulam Nabi Azad, senior
I leaders A.K. Antony, M.L. Fote-
| dar and Saifuddin Soz, Karan
Singh and general secretary Am-
bika Soni, in-charge of party af-
fairs of the State.

“The discussions were free
and frank and the scenario in the
State since 2002 was reviewed.
The achievements of the Gov-
ernment, the policy of healing
touch that the coalition has been
able to address and the sense of
alienation among the people was
talked of” Ms. Soni told
| correspondents.

She said the Congress presi-
| dent would consult others, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Minister
Mangat Ram Sharma and Pra-
desh Congress chief Perzada
Mohammed Sayed to ascertain
the views of the State Congress.
There is a strong view in the
State that the Congress should
take its turn to lead the coalition
under the 2002 pact that gave
the PDP first shot to head the
Government for three years.
Several Congress MLAs from
Jammu and Kashmir have also

Talks on for

transfer "

No offer to extend Mufti’s tenure

e Achievements of Mufti
Government was
reviewed

o "Mufti did not seek
continuance in post”

arrived here and were doing the
rounds of calling on senior party
leaders.

The Congress insisted that
Ms. Gandhi was holding consul-
tations and any decision arrived
by her would be acceptable to all
party members irrespective of
their individual views on the is-
sue. Congress spokesperson
Anand Sharma emphasised that
there was no pressure from its
ally, the PDP. “We value the alli-
ance with the PDP and have
complete understanding and
[our relationship] will endure.”

He said the exercise being un-
dertaken by the Congress presi-
dent was neither a review of the
decision made three years ago
nor was the party having second

thoughts but it was a process of

consultation.

Asked to comment on news
reports that Chief Minister Muf-
ti Mohammed Sayeed had told
Ms. Gandhi on Sunday that his
removal from the post could
have security implications, Ms.
Soni said nothing of that sort
was reported by Mr. Mukherjee,
who was present during the Sun-
day meeting. She also asserted
that there had been no offer in
the form of a short extension of
tenure to the Mufti beyond the
November 2, completion of ten-
ure. Prior to the meeting, the
Mufti called on the Prime Minis-
ter and briefed him about the
latest situation as also the relief
work being undertaken by the
State Government in the quake-
hit region.

Editorial on Page 10
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Decision on change of guard in four or five days

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHL: The Congress on Sun-
day began the process of consul-
tations on the change of guard in
Jammu and Kashmir, with the
party president Sonia Gandhi
meeting the State Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed.

The Mufti’s three-year term
under the Congress-People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) coali-
tion pact expires on November 2.
A decision on whether the Con-
gress should take over the reins
after the cut-off date would be
taken during the next four or five
days after Ms. Gandhi’s discus-
sions with the State and Central
party leaders.

State Congress leaders, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Minister
Mangat Ram Sharma, have been
asked to come to Delhi for the
discussions. The exercise is ex-
pected to be over by October 27-
28, top Congress sources said
here.

The pace picked up on Sunday
afternoon when the Mufti ar-
rived from Srinagar and held dis-
cussions with Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee and Ms.
Gandhi’s political secretary,
Ahmed Patel. PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti was also pre-
sent. Later in the evening, Ms.

o Coalition pact expires
on November 2

® Sonia to consuit State,
Central leaders

o PDP for Congress
taking over

Mehbooba held a one-on-one
meeting with Ms. Gandhi as did
the Mufti. Both leaders in-
formed Ms. Gandhi of the three-
year successful run of the coali-
tion government. Mr.
Mukherjee and Mr. Patel later

" joined a meeting Ms. Gandhi had

with the PDP leaders.

Sonia reviews situation

“The Congress president to-
day reviewed the situation in the
State of Jammu and Kashmir as
also the broad national situation
with the Chief Minister and the
leader of the PDP. The Chief
Minister gave his perception of
the situation. The Congress
president has decided to consult
her party colleagues and a deci-
sion will be announced shortly,”
Mr. Mukherjee told correspond-
ents after the meeting.

_ The Mufti and Ms. Mehbeaba--

were present when Mr. Mukher-

THE HINDU

jee spoke to the media outside
10, Janpath, the residence of Ms.
Gandhi.

Mr. Mukherjee explained that
in 2002 the arrangement be-
tween the two parties was that
the PDP would lead the coalition
for the first three years and
thereafter the Congress take
over for the next three years.

“Bound by pact”

The Mufti told the press he
was bound by the agreement be-
tween the PDP and the Con-

gress.

Top Congress sources said

that during the discussions on
Sunday the Congress did not
suggest that the PDP could con-
tinue for a short term. The Mufti
reiterated that he had no objec-
tion to the Congress taking
charge of the Government, the
sources said.

The State party ~nd its leaders
were keen that <he Congress
make its rightful claim to run the
coalition. There had been re-
ports from the State that the
Congress may give the PDP-led
Government an extended run.

However, the sources said the
high command would determine
its stand after ascertaining the
wewsM)i,e&aw and Central

leaders.
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Kashmlr and |

W PoK phone

" link set up.,

Srinagar: Many a quake-affected
person in Jammu and Kashmir had
smiles on their faces on Wednesday
as they spoke to relatives on the oth-
er side of Pak-occupied Kashmir
with the opening up of special tele-
com facilitation centres in the state.

The first phone call
at 1.15 pm was made
by Abdul Gani, a resi-
dent of Basbpora in
Baramulla, from the
police control room
centre here. Gani
called up his uncle in
PoK and was over-
whelmed to know that
all his relatives had
survived the Kkiller
quake on October 8.

Faroog Ahmad, a
resident of Srinagar,
however, was not as
lucky as he was unable
to reach his sister in
PoK. Ahmad, who had
received information
about the death of five of his rela-
tives in the horrific earthquake,
tried several times in vain to reach
his sister,

The state-owned Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited has installed toll-
free ISD (International Subscriber
Dialling) telephones at three Disas-
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Mohammad Abdulla
uses a phone at a
special telecom centre
in Srinagar on
Wednesday

1)

ter Management Control Rooms in
Srinagar, Tangdhar and Uri to facil-

itate the divided families to commu-
nicate with each other and enquire
about the welfare of the relatives.
The facility, set up at the directive of

Pr1me Minister Manmohan Singh,

will be available only
for a fortnight.

Initially only a few
families came to the
police control room
here, but officials said
they expected the rush
to pick up as the day
progressed and news
about the facility being
successful spread.

Media offices, mean-
while, were flooded
with queries on the fa-
cility from people anx-
ious to have a word
from the other side.

BSNL also set up a
free-for-all telecom fa-
cilitation centres in
Jammu with a direct phone facility
to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The
centre set up at the BSNL exchange
in Jammu went operational on
Wednesday morning, an official
said, adding that the facility would
be made available to the peaple from
10 am to 5 pm. Agencies yd
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“Quake leaves border porous for terror

o= 400 Ultras In J&K nght Now 40-50% Of Indian Bunkers Jestroyed

By Anand Soondas/TNN ‘\/\

Srinagar: The Indian government, ef-
fusive at reports of terrorist camps de-
stroyed in Muzaffarabad after the Oc-
tober 8 earthquake, went to town with
the news. What it hasn’t said is that
there may be close to 400 terrorists
lurking around J&K right now, looking
for targets that suddenly seem soft in
the aftermath of the disaster.

In a startling revelation, a top in-
telligence officer told TOI on Tuesday
that softening of the border, more
porous than ever after the quake, has
already begun to boomerang on In-
dia. “In fact, so ridiculous is the situ-
ation that about 60 terrorists injured
in the earthquake in Muzaffarabad
are trying to reach Srinagar for treat-
ment,” he said.

Eighty percent of the terrorists be-
long to the Lashkar-e-Toiba, the rest

are from Hizbul Mujahideen and
Jaish-e-Mohammad. “But these two
terrorists groups, encouraged by the

diversion of attention and effort to
deal with the earthquake and its
victims, are trying to push in as
many terrorists as they can,” the of-
ficer said.

There are three crucial factors for
the rise in infiltration now. First is
the fact that 40-50% of the bunkers
and posts on the Indian side of the
LoC are damaged or turned into rub-
ble. The figure is 70-80% on the Pak-
istan side. The BSF lost a “lot of
posts” in the Uri sector; one of its sen-
ior officers said.

The other aspect is the empathy fac-
tor. Both Pakistan and India are going
slow on checks at the border. Many In-
dians who went to Pakistan on the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus just walked
back into India. At Tarboni, one of the
last Indian villages before the LoC in
the Kupwara sector, local residents
told TOI that their Pakistani relatives

J&K minister shot in high-security area

‘By M Saleem Pandit/TNN

Srinagar: In a brazen attack
on Tuesday, two terrorists
armed with AK-47 rifles,
grenades and explosives shot
and killed Jammu and Kash-
mir’s education minister Ghu-
lam Nabi Lone and two securi-
ty men.in Srinagar’s highly
fortified residential colony for
ministers.

The two terrorists sneaked
into the government’s residen-
tial colony at Tulsibagh on :
Tuesday- and first attacked
House No. T-20, the residence
of CPM MLA Yousuf Tariga-
mi. When the attack was foiled
by Tarigami's guards, they scaled
the walls and entered Lone’s house,
where they opened indiscriminate
fire, killing the 63-year-old minister.
While one assailant was killed, the
other managed to escape. Three se-
curity personnel were injured in the

Relaﬁm mourn near the body of Ghulam Nabi

Lone at his residence in Sopore

“A terrorist armed with AK-47 tar-
geted the minister (Lone) in the
lawns after killing a CRPF guard
posted at the gate of House No. T-1,”
said Gulam Mohammad, who had
come to meet Lone, and was injured
in the shootout.

Lone;, who was shot in the ab-

TRE v O wauiA

domen, died on way to hospi-
tal. Eyewitnesses said the min-
ister’s assailant threw his
weapons into a nearby house
of a Sikh family and fled from
the scene.

Two militant groups— Al-
Mansoorain, a shadow group
of the Laskhar-e-Toiba, and Is-
lamic Jehad Front— independ-
ently claimed responsibility
for the attack. While Tarigami
escaped unhurt, his security
guard Abdul Rashid, who
foiled the attack, waskilled.

Tarigami said the entire in-
cident showed how poorly he
was being guarded. “This is
not the first time I have been
targeted by militants, They have at-
tacked me twice earlier,” Tarigami
told TOI, adding that the attack was
a result of a “security lapse.” “How
else were militants armed with two
AK-47 rifles, six hand-grenades and
impravised explosive devices able to

have come to India for treatment.
“This is not the time to be strict about
these things,” Mustafa Mir said in
Tangdhar. There are also reports of
people from the other side of the LoC
coming to border villages like Ka-
malkote in the Uri sector.

The third reason could be the in-
doctrinated feeling among terrorists
that those “martyred” for ‘jehad’ dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan get a
straight ticket to heaven. “This is the
best time for the fidayeen to die,” the
intelligence officer said.

Army officers accept that there has
been a diversion of priority and effort
after the earthquake. They said while
they are dealing with rescue and relief
operations, a considerable amount of
thought and strategy is going into how
to resurrect the bunkers and deal with
lost lives of its own men. More than 90
security officers and soldiers have
died in the earthquake.

Happiness over terrorists killed
and their camps destroyed in PoK
was clearly premature. There have
been at least six incidents of attacks
by terrorists in the state after the
earthquake. Four soldiers of the 158
Territorial Army died in a single day,
on October 15, when two fidayeen
dressed in Army fatigues barged into
their unit o Katlite, Jommn,




J&K Minister Lone shot dead ...

CPI(M) leader Tarlgaml escapes outrage in hlgh securlty areain Srlnagar

T ™ o
e

GRIEF-STRICKEN People gather at the residence of the slain Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister Ghulam Nabz Lone in Sopore on Tuesday

= PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
Minister of State for Education
Ghulam Nabi Lone was shot
dead by a militant, while CPI
(M) State secretary M.Y. Tariga-
mi escaped unhurt in a similar
bid in the high-security Tulsi
Bagh area here on Tuesday. Two
security guards and a civilian
were also killed in the incidents,
for which the Islamic Front and
Al-Mansoorein have claimed
responsibility.

Two militants, believed to be
a suicide squad, sneaked into
the colony, where the houses of
Ministers and legislators are lo-
cated.

According to one account,

Lone’s

® idilitants believed to be a suicide squad

. Scaled the wall of nearby college and entered the hlgh-
security Tulsi Bagh area: police official

® A security lapse, says Tarigami

house and fired at Central Re-
serve Police Force guard Sonu
Prakash, killing him on the spot.
He then entered the room of the
Minister, who was talking to
members of the public. Police
sources, however, said the pan-
icked visitors ran out soon after
the guard was shot. The militant
then opened fire, leaving Dr.
Lone and two civilians in a pool
of blood.

At the same time, the other
militant attacked Mr. Tarigami’s

house after he was denied entry.
On being challenged by security
guard Abdur Rasheed, the mil-
itant hurled a grenade and fired
indiscriminately, killing him.
Other security personnel retal-
iated and engaged the militant
until he was kiiled.

Dr. Lone was taken to the S.K.
Institute of Medical Sciences
here, where doctors declared him
brought dead. An injured civilian,
Mohammad Siddique, died there
later. The condition of a CRPF

jawan is critical. H. K. Lohia,
Deputy Inspector-General of
Police, Kashmir range, said the
other militant escaped, leaving
behind an AK rifle and a grenade.
“Both of them had scaled the
wall of a nearby college and en-
tered the colony.”

Official sources said the real
target could have been Mr. Tari-
gami, whose associate Ghulam
Nabi Ganai was gunned down by
militants in south Kashmir on
Monday. The militant who at-
tacked Dr. Lone first knocked on
the door of Agriculture Minister
Abdul Aziz Zargar, who was in
Tangdhar to oversee quake relief
operations. As Mr. Tarigami’s of-
fice, adjacent to Dr. Lone’s
house, was closed and as there
was activity outside the Minis-
ter's house, the militant forced

his entry there. A visibly shaken
Tarigami said: “I was at home
with my family members and
preparing to leave for Anantnag
to visit the house of our slain
leader when the militant
struck.” Terming the attack a
“security lapse,” he said the Gov-
ernment should look into it. A
militant had come around 7 a.m.
to enquire about him.,

Tuesday’s attacks took place
despite a temporary ceasefire
anhnounced by the United Jehad
Counci}, an umbrella organisa-
tion of militant outfits, in the
wake of the October . 8
earthquake.

Editorial on Page 10
More reports on Page 12




Road across LoC
shut till year-end

MUZAFFAR RAINA q\“
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 13

HE Srinagar-

Muizaffarabad

road will remain

closed for at least
two months after massive
landslides triggered by Satur-
day’s earthquake wiped out a
large stretch.

“There has been sinking of
road, breaching of formations
and extensive damage to per-
manent structures like retain-
ing walls and culverts. It will
take more than two months to
restore the road,” Brig S S
Dasaka, Chief Engineer, Pro-
ject Beacon, Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) told The
Indian Express. “It is going to
be a very difficult, if not impos-
sible, task,” he added.

Sources said the BRO is un-
dertaking re-construction of
the road on a war-footing af-
ter Army received instruc-
tions from the Centre to com-
pleteitat the earliest. Besides,
Chief Minister Mufti Mo-

. hammad Sayeed has taken up
the issue with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

However, a Beacon survey

found that the restoration

could take more time as the

damage caused to the road
was huge.

“Besides, the coming winter
can play spoilsport. The dam-
age on the Muzaffarabad side
is also heavy and it is unclear
how long they (Pakistan) will
take to make it traffic-wor-
thy,” the officer said.

Lt Gen S S Dhillon, Com-
mander 15 Corps, however,
said the winter would notbe a
problem. “Uri has a different
climate, there is not much
snowfall there,” he said,
adding, “But the road is badly
damaged and reconstruction

\‘\\¥

17.5-km stretch from Uri to Aman Setu
bore brunt of the quake — 8.5 km from
Zero Point in Uri cleared so far

will take a minimum of two
months. Even the bridge
(Aman Setu) is damaged and
it will take some time for
Army engineers to reach
there.”

The 17.5 km stretch of road
from Uri to Aman Setu, the
peace bridge, has borne the
brunt of the quake~—8.5 kms
from Zero Point in Uri has
been cleared sofar.

Restoration of the 9 km is
an “extremely uphill task,”
said Brig Dasaka. “On a
stretch 0f 2.25 from Bhim post
{14 kms from Uri), thereisa
continuous slide, with heights
ranging from 5-20 mts. This is
the most problematic area.”

Besides, there are atleast 12
more slides on the remaining
stretch. “For two kms up to
Red Bridge there are five
landslides and breach of for-
mation of 200 metres,” he
said. “Ahead of the Red
Bridge and after, there are
huge boulders and one of the
abutments havechanged.”

The carthquake has also
propped up a permanent prob-
lem—an active landslide area
has surfaced on a stretch ahead
of Bhim Post. “The entire road
was a landslide free zone but
this new problem has cropped
up,” sources said. Beacon’s
problem is they can take up
restoration only on one side.

“But we are exploring the
possibility of airlifting machin-
ery to start work simultane-
ously at different stretches,”
said Brig Dasaka. Beacon has
already taken up this issue
with the IAF.

As for the money involved,
authorities say it would be
“substantial”.

The road to Muzaffarabad
was thrown open to traffic—ifor
the first time after 1947—on
April 7 thisyear following high-
level talks between India and
Pakistan. Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had flagged off
the first bus, and it was two days
after its 15th run from Srinagar
that the earthquake struck.
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/ J-K § Says PM positive on
restoring phone, road links to
Muzaffarabad

‘Let peoplg
Cross LoC
with rellef’

MUZAFFAR RAINA
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 12

AMMU and Kashmir
Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed
today asked the Cen-
tre to allow Kashmiris cross
the’LoC with relief material,
calling it “a token of love and

affection” between people-

from both sides.

“Thave talked to the Prime
Minister (Manmohan Singh)
about it and I think there
should be no objection in al-
lowing people to cross the
LoC with relief,” said the
CM, adding, “People-to-peo-
ple contact is essential in this
time of crisis. People here
have contacted me, wanting
to take relief to those across.”

He said Uri and Tangdhar
are the worst-hit areas in the
Valley while the rest of
the state is normal. “But the
tragedy is worse across,”
he said.

Mufti said that the contact
recently established between
the two parts of the Valley
“should not break”.

“I told the Prime Minister
that the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad road link should be
restored quickly and he
agreedtoit.”

The PM’s response, Mufti
said, was “positive”, adding,
“He said it is a humanitarian
problem and politics should
not come in the way.”

Mufti also said that his
government will vigorously
pursue with the Centre the
issue of telephone connectiv-
ity between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad.

“People from Muzaf-
farabad can call here but we
cannot. The Prime Minister
has given a positive response
to our demand and has said
that he will talk to the tele-,
com department about it.
am hopeful the link will pe
restored,” he said.




PM pledges crores more for J&K

SRINAGAR, Oct. 11. — Describing
the devastation caused by Saturday’s
carthquake as extensive, Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh today
announced another Rs 500 crore for
relief and rehabilitation.

“After reviewing the damages, I
announce Rs 500 crore for the reha-
bilitation of the quake victims,” Dr }
Singh said, adding this would be in 5 ol orde i Tologredi said o
addition to Rs 142 crore already  DrSinghin Srinagar on Toesday —AFP~  ~ ° & page 2
pledged by the Central government. (Wore repsorts on page 4) ' S

Addressing the locals after arriving

ot Tanghar this moming, Dr Singh 4\ W “Seuffle for relief, Pak toll dimbs

assured the victims of all Central help. ,
He said no effort would be spared to MUZAFF, (PoK), Oct. 11. — Desperate earthquake survivors scuffied over

e . relief supplies as the first food convoys reached this devastated city on Tuesday, but the
rehabilitate those who had survived . : . h
the tragedy. He said special attention help was @r from enough and heavy rains held up some helicopter '.‘g“s to badly hit
would be paid to children and women ~ &r€8S: W‘ Yoday put & official death toll at 23,000 and 51,000 injured. About 432
rendered orphans and widows, Soidier died, mostl in Pok and 709 soldiers were injured, Prime Minister Mr Shaukat
respectively, by the calamity. Aziz said, adding the amount of foreign aid had crossed $ 300 million and more aid was

He assured that relief material like ToWing. He said 20,000 woops had been deployed in addition to 30,000 already heiping
tents and medical aid was being dis- in rellef operations. A team dm experts rescued 40 trapped children from the
patched to the affected areas. debris of a school in Batakoti in PoK, three days after disaster struck.

Chief minister Mufti Sayeed said " 0lc® looked an helplessly as more than 200 people raided a stock of food amanged by
that rescue work and relief distribu-  "elef workers at a football fied near Muzaflarabad's center — one oj Six designated aid
tion were going on on a war footing distribution poinis. 1 can't wait for the food to be distributed property;” said Al Kpan, a,
and that relief would reach all the COnStruction worker who has barely eaten for days. | need it desperately and I take it
victims. Union minister for urban 11 qugkg damaged sankation systems in the region, deslmyed hospitals and left
debelopment Mr Ghulam Nabi many victis with no access tndean drinking wa_ter, making th”em_more vuinerable to
Azad said Tanghdar would be recon- disease. "Measles could potentially become a sefious problem,” said WHO
structed and efforts would be made ~ SPokeswoman Ms Fm Chaib. Measles, PW‘M'V deadly for chikdren, are alreac
to make all structures tremor resis-  odémic i the region and only 60 per cent of the children are protected. — Ageme}
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