JAMMU, Sepf. 19. — In a majof
recovery in Jammu and Kashmir, the

Army eliniinated an infiltration col-

wain iti Machhal sector by killing five
terrorists. In addition to arms, amm-
unition, incriminating documents
and war-like stores, the troops also
recovered a huge quantity of sophis-
ticated technical . devices' used for
assembling the lethal improvised
cxplosive devices, car bombs and
sven rockets. )

A defence source said that the
recovery included more than 100
printed circuit boards, more than
1,000 integrated circuits, capacitors,
resistors and a variety of transistors.
The recovery also included acces-
sories like soldering iron, multi meter
and wire cutters used for making
Lag.ivised explosive devices and car
vombs. By a c¢onservative estimate,
mors than 100 car bombs could have
been asscmbled and triggered.

"Also recovered was a coded com-
pact disc. The CD contained formu-
las, technical manuals for assembling
& variety of improvised explosive
devices, bombs and rockets. The CD
also contains a manual for training
terrorists in techniques of spreading

terrorism. “From the material recov-.

ered it is evident that the five terror-
ists were probably improvised explo-
sive device experts and were on a mis-
sion to spread large scale terrorism in
the Valley,” said the defence source.

Meanwhile, the Army also recov-
ered one of the biggest ever cache of
arms, ammunition and explosives
hidden by terrorists about 12 km
fiuaz Dawar in Gurez sector.

The recovery includes 14 assault
rifles of the AK 47 and AK 56 vari-
ety, a rocket launcher, RPG of
Russian origin, rocket propelled mis-
siles, 12 under-barrel grenade
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launchers, six pistols of Chinese and
Pakistani make, 65 under barrel
grenades, 20 Chinese grenades and
over 5,000 rounds of AK ammuni-
tion. Explosives and accessories also_
included 80 sticks of RDX, 100 deto- "

nators, 59 battery operated impro- -

vised explosive devices and a large
number of remote devices.
Kashmir’s defence public relations
officer, Colonel: VK Batra, said that
the arms and ammunition recovered
were adequate to equip several
squads of terrorists operating in
Kashmir. The material was sufficient
to prepare more than 100 improvised
explosive devices which could have
been used to cause mass casualties.
In addition, four modern hand-
held radio sets, night vision binocu-
lars, day binoculars, telescopic equip-
ment and a large number of war-like
stores formed part of the recovery.
This huge arsenal was found in a
jungle near river Kishanganga. The
arms were buried in several natural

caves in the mountains of Gurez

close to the Line of Control.

This was one of the biggest recov-
eries made by the Army in recent
times and has dealt a big blow to ter-
rorists attempting to operate in the

Kashmir Valley.

The success comes to the Army at a
time when terrorists are already short

" in arms and ammunition and a large

number of them, attempting to infil-

trate into the Valley, have been elim-

inated near the LoC. In July this year,
the Army eliminated an infiltration
bid in Gurez Sector wherein 18 for-
eign terrorists were eliminated.

Mufti on peace talks
J&K chief mirﬂ‘ster Mufti Sayeed said

today that Dr Manmohan Singh and
Gen. Pervez Musharragf had devel-

“oped a gbod chemisiry and both were

serious about peace in the Valley.

A soldier examines a display of AK-47 rifies and ammunition at the Army HQ in Srinagar on Monday, after the Army
recovered a large cache of weapons and explosives. — AFP



05 OD 0} Y] AeUI £3Yf} ‘UOT}
U J19y) passaxdxe Lpeal
-Te aAeY AU} a0Uls ‘Jou AUM,,
:ptes booge ‘eqooqUaN pue
NN 8U3 g UeIsIyed o3 31sia
ay) partoddns oy J1 peysV

‘parrodar erpowt
Tue)sed 9} IISIA S In| jo
pesye uesiied jisia [[im ‘90u9
-18Juo) TeuoneN uonsoddo
Jo yuapisaad ‘yenpqy Jewo
pue JIN ue pue J9ydnep
5,P994BS ‘NN BqOOqUeN
‘uejsyed Jsia 0} paadeg pewt
“WRUYOIN THNIA I93STUTW JSID
JTwysey] pue nuurep pajiAul
sey Jexleysnjy Jeyl pasunou
-ue  sfenijo  tueistyed
' pue)s mo
porioddns,, Juapisatd 9y} J0J
‘NI Sem JelIeysniy yiim
Suyesr c es booxed

,o/y,

paads

‘axe spesodoad 9y} jeym
Aes jou pIp I9samoy ‘9 utese
uelsiyed 1sia 0} adoy sie
-pesf LITwYsey] o3 ey} 18y
"H00s PIOY 03 spusiul }t Yoiym
‘wry s syre} Jo punodl
puoo9s a3 Surmp y3urg ol sfe
-sodoad s)1 premroy ind pmom
JefL1Ing sy pies booaeq
‘peqewersy pue
[eQ Y0q 3103eq juasatd o1
syuem 1 yes spesodoad urer1ad
sey jeAtIany syl pres sy
N aoddns Kred
PAULISOU0I 3Y3 SB am ‘0S JY3IS
ut yonw 418 St 31 pue,, ‘pres
booieg . Jemsueryy Surwoo
-3Q )seJ SHOO[ J931eW 9YL,,
arur
-ysey] uo sndorerp yed-opui
9y} Ylim pajeroosse Apdal
-Iput 3uteq aJe SLITUIYSE] Jeyl

syieb

SMOYS wiay) 0} uryre) aJe Jex
-TeUsnA pue ySuIs yjoq ey}
e} 3y} Ing ‘194 pauaddey jou
Sey Yoy ‘syre} syl Y3im paje
-120$Se 9q 0} sIapes] ruysey
sjuem 1e£LLImE oY pres o
. (ssa00ad aoead
9U}) I Ol PoAfoAUT Suraq
91 oM (98] ‘SLITWYSEY] YY) ‘oM
‘QuuI} 18a1 9Y) A04,, “ples ‘aumyg
ul peqewie[s] ur Jaje[ pue
nady ut [yeg ul Jelreysny
W pey ouym ‘Dooxey
. Saansesw SuIpng
-90USpIJUCd adouwWl’ sABY pue
sse00xd an3orerp oy dn pasds
03 PdU © ST 3191} 1B} 9Aal[eq
oM ‘sTU} Uiim 3uore Ing,, "pres
booxeq . ‘ueisiyed pue erpul
ussmieq oundorerp [eJsiefiq
9] Ua13Uaais 0] pasul om jej)
$[99] 90UaIJUO)) JeALIINH,,

"an3orerp yed-opug
a2y Joj 1xoddns passeadxa
pue ¢ Jaquiazdag uo IypPQg MaN
Ut y3uls yirm sxre} sjeAlany
aYyj) uo Jeireysnjy paetiq
booaed anoy ue JeAa0 pejse]
YoTyMm ‘Suneeui o Surm(q

mamy
-Un se Uaas A[epim YSUIS uey
-OWURIA] JOISTUT]] WL pue
JelIeysnjy Ueamisq jlwwns
Jouutp aU3 J93Je SAep om) suled
JYSTU 1Se] 240 [910H 1[8AdS
-00y o e Surleswt ayy,
'ssa00ad 9oead fed-opu] a1}
Jo aoed  mois,, 9} pejaadaa
pue SIUOUI ALY UL WL} paty}
9y} JOJ JelIeysniN ZeAlsd
uspiseld uejisiyed jeowi sey
booieg Iewi) zlemJyjy uewr
-I1eyD 90UBI8JU0) JBALIINY
(LD L1 "1dds “YI0X MmaN

booreq TewQ ZIEMITI

dedd a0j JeALLIN



‘Ayed j0u sem H Yo1ym 0} suols
-103p 3SIS8d 0] UOTIUIIUT §3T J8J[D
apew }saLre s JqeIpuy ‘s ‘s3ved
-SNS WISLIOII9) jsurede usao 10V
9y} 9j0AUI N1 1LULIIN]II U] SeYy
JUAWUIRAC . Doakeg IJA 90Ul
‘'s1edf Omj} I10] IqeIpuy RAISY
}SIAT)OR JSIUE[S] poulejop jusw
-WISAOY) JIUIYse) pue nuwurep
oY) ‘possnosip sem Oy AjoJes
oqng 9y} Ispun siduoslid jo

| UOTJUDI9P Y3 aIaym DHJIV 23

| pue yguts "I usamiaq Sungesur
§ laquiaydag ay) Iayye Aep v

‘ssao01d

angdoferp syl WIoJ] UOISN[IXa S

Y1 ssourddeyun s JUSWUIIA0D)
SIY Jea[d ayewW SUOl}dR SIY ing
“o9lqns ay; uo Juryiou pres pa2
-Aeg pRWUWERYO A 193STUIN

JPIYD Iurysey pue nuwep
"OHdV 241 Y
Jo9Wi 0} UOISIFP IJusnbosqns
JY) Ul PIA[OAUT 3I3M BIYOA "IN
1ou weueAeleN "Iy I9Y3j1au ‘pres
S90INOS  ‘A[3UI)SAIaIU]  'SOAT}
-ejuasardal pajosre asieurdIewn
SNy} pue “IuIysey] pue nuep
Jo ordoad oay3 Ioy uewsayods
oy} Sureq jo snjels 030e}-9p
3y} DHAV Y3 9a13 pinom angoj
-BIp 9} ey} uI9OUu0d passardxe
juasald sTeIOYJo 1soul ‘Anp AjIed
ur ueuefereN 1N Aq palreyo
Sunjeewr B Jy lownuns  SIY)
3)B[ WAAD OS Op 0} paurpuisip
PoWa9s JUIUILIBAOY) UOIU[] Y}
‘DHAV 24y}|yis 3199w 03 IY[R3q
MIN uo aarjsyaxd paoeld spiope
%3y} JO BX _M 5 ySnoyv

*S)[NSal P[olA J0U PIP ‘TUE[SID)
Yeys [V paAS Iopes] jsiure[s]
Ajqei0U ‘pIe0q U0 SOINSY ISIUON)
-oala1 sy[ey-nue Jurrq 03 Jeok
SIY} JI91dB9 SMOJO ‘ISAMOY
‘DHJV 9Y} Uuey} JOY0 sIo}
-oe reontjod Suigefus £q andoj
-BIp 9y} Uspeoiq O} PIdU Yy
UO JUSWIULIBAOL) MAU 3} papens
-1ad speroyjo ‘Iesk 1sel wypd
MaN ul Iamod I9A0 j00] Sduel]
-[V aAlssaIfold pajiug) ay) 193je
ApIoys "DHJY 943 Yam syfey Sur
-08u0 3y} U0 juSUIYsi[qeIss Adt
-[od 8y} UIYHMm SUOISIAIP Jaf1e]
$109pj31 ango[eIp 81} JO SOIULYD
-9 9} U0 JUIUIUIBAOL) Uotu)
oy} umpim uonendsip ayj,

‘Apoq e yons
m:ﬁwﬂo JO wWopsmM dY} JISA0

sjqnop pue SjUSWHWWOD [e
-uosiad Suno ‘pe3seIuod J1 usrs
393 wuIod ® yons ur sjedronged
0} APYI[un a1am A31) pres os[e
wely} Jo omJ, ‘JUIWUIIA0L 31}
Aq pajorIU0d USSQ J0U peY A3}
jeyy npulf oy plol — iemg
'SV PP Suip sisAfeuy pue
{oJeasay Iouiloj pue ueroniod
ssoafuo) Ay} pue ‘Yejngiqey
jeyelep jeronesing ‘eIfoA ‘N'N
‘IuuIysey] pue nwef uo Join
-00[193Ul [EIO1O0 dY] ‘UrURARIEN
N 19STAPY  AJLINOSS  [euon
-eN o] — 99]3IWI0D 3Y)} 0] pa
-yutodde usaq aaey 03 pajtodax
S[enpIAlpul 9Ag 8y} Jo Inojg

;. —p

‘S{oaMm
Sunwod oyl ur sye} jJo punol
puod9s © I0J ySUuIS ueyowuey
J9ISTUT dWILIJ 199w 0} uoneds
~[9P B Ped[ 03 Pa[Npayds s1‘QHJV
Y} sIleyd oym JUIP refeu
-11§ 93 ‘boore,] reur) ZremIrn
‘UOTI[BOI JSTUOISSIIDS Y Yim
ango[elp aIMny B JO 2IMONIIS
91} U0 2318e 0} J[(eun SUjEUal
IY[o(I MAN “92UaIdJUOD) JBALLINE]
sened-[v 91 Yjm ajenjofau
0] dn 3195 Udaq SBY 931WUWIOD
JoquISW-3AY B Jey} eIpawl Y}
ut sprodar 0y Arenyuo) :H13a MIN

|+

[ueMS UBIARLJ .

» JUsWUIdN0g Aq pajoejuod 3aA JON,,

@@Hﬁaaco .=E£mmv~ .~®>O mﬁwﬂwh QOGEGOU



BSF to
pulled
of Srin

Praveen Swami

SRINAGAR: Border Security Force
(BSF) troops deployed in Srina-
gar have received orders to with-
draw from counter-terrorist
operations in the city. Starting
Sunday, the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF), in coordina-
tion with the Jammu and
Kashmir Police, will be solely re-
sponsible for the security of the
State capital.

Coming days after Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh’s meet-
ing with the All-Parties Hurriyat
Conference leadership, where
the secessionist formation called
for the phased reduction of
counter-terrorism formations in
the State, the decision appears to
be aimed at consolidating the
dialogue process.

15-yvear commitment

Although the BSF will contin-
ue to operate along the Line of
Control, as well as in some rural
pockets, the withdrawal will
bring to an end its 15-year com-
mitment in Srinagar. New Delhi

“handed over urban counter-ter-
rorist operations to the CRPF in
2003, and BSF troops were with-
drawn from urban areas north of
the Jhelum river,

However, the withdrawal plan
got bogged down last year amid
concerns about the CRPF’s abil-
ity to deal with the challenge be-
fore it.

BSF troops were sent to Srina-
gar in 1990 after the State police
and the CRPF failed to contain
violence. Although the BSF took
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CRPF, police to be in charge
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time to adapt to its new task, the l
force soon gained a formidable
reputation. Since 1990, the BSF
has eliminated 2,653 terrorists, |
among them the architect of the '
2001 attack on Parliament
House, Shahbaz Khan.

It secured some 9,375 arrests,
including that of Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad chief Maulana Masood
Azhar. Some 697 BSF jawans
have meanwhile been killed
here.

Concerns

While Srinagar residents are
likely to greet the withdrawal of
the BSF as a sign of normalisa-
tion, some officials have ex-
pressed concern. “In the last ten
months,” a senior Srinagar-
based police officer said, “the
CRPF has not carried out a sin-
gle offensive counter-terrorist
operation in Srinagar.” Critics
allege that the failure of the
CRPF to contain an attack on the
Tourist Reception Centre in
April indicated its weaknesses. |
CRPF officials say all forces op- |
erating in Jammu and Kashmir !
have had their share of failures.

Some shortcomings in the
CRPF’s resources are, however,
evident.

Compared with the communi-
cations intelligence infrastruc-
ture of the BSF, which enable it
to track terrorist communica-
tions, the CRPF’s technical ca-
pabilities are rudimentary. Nor .
does the CRPF have a chain of !
informers and moles, in contrast !
to the networks run by the BSF’s |
‘G’ Branch. |



‘Nothing new in PM’s
offer for Hurriyat: NC

‘Troops-cut assurance a Ehallenge for APHC brass’

ARUN Joshi ™

Jammu, September 6

.
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A DAY after the Hurriyat leaders
held talks with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, National Conference
president Omar Abdullah on Tues-
day said, “There is absolutely noth-
ing new in what had transpired be-
tween the two sides.” Dismissing the
euphoria over the talks in Delhi, the
NC leader also said the Prime Minis-
ter’s assurance of troops reduction if
the intensity of violence subsides,
would only enhance challenges for
the Hurriyat leadership.

A big, but often stated “if” the vio-
lence level goes down, that qualified
PM’s promise to reduce troops in the
Valley, has put the moderate Hurriy-
at leaders in an unenviable position.

Their only hope is if Pakistan
helps choking infiltration from
across the Line of Control, which
would automatically blunt the lethal
sting of militancy in the Valley.

On their part, they do not have
sway over militant outfits to match
the benchmark set by the PM for
them. In this situation, they have
none but Islamabad to turn to save
their position and gain credibility
for the continuation of dialogue
with the Centre.

Another challenge stems for them
in showcasing their September 5
meeting having something new in it,
which, unfortunately, is not there.

20\

Omar poser

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
president Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday wanted to know what
“separates Hurriyat Confer-
ence from the mainstream par-
ties in J&K”. “To me they (Hur-
riyat Conference) are like one
of us (mainstream parties),” he
said. What transpired at Mon-
day’s meeting with the PM was
just a “carbon copy of our
agenda,” he observed.

HTC, Jammu

Whatever Singh said on Monday
evening is a re-run of what he had
stated in his speech in the November
17, 2004, speech and later at a press
conference in Srinagar.

I LN R R o T Vi

The Prime Minister Manomohan
Singh had been very categorical that
the human rights violations would
not be tolerated and action taken
against those found guilty.

And, as far as the review of the
cases of those booked under Pota
and Public Safety Act is concerned,
the process in Jammu and Kashmir
is on since the Mufti Sayeed goverr
ment took over in November 200.
JKLF chairman Yasin Malik and
hardline separatist leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani are among the benefi-
ciaries of those reviews.

It was the same story of promises
and “ifs”, which has prominently
and regularly featured in the dia-
logue process since January last

~ year, when it first began.

The Hurriyat has to demonstrate
the capacity to overcome or remove
the “ifs” listed in the Prime Minis-
ter’s assurances. That is a big chal-
lenge ahead.

To a common Kashmiri every-
thing was so monolithic. Everything,
was same except that these were two
occasions separated by almost 17-
and-a-half months in two different
settings — the fag end of the autumn
of Kashmir and sweltering monsoon
season of the union capital.

“There is absolutely nothing new
in what has transpired between the
two sides, the Centre and the Hur-
riyat Conference”, said national con-
ference president Omar Abdullah.
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_(ESS FORCES IF VIOLENCE ENDS’ «

PM, Hurriyat
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to

“talk more

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 5. — The
first meeting between the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh,
and the moderate faction of the
Hurriyat Conference tonight
underlined the need to carry for-
ward the dialogue over Kashmir
with Dr Singh making a commit-
ment that the people of the
strife-torn state would live in
peace and with self-respect and
dignity.

During his two-and-a-half
hour interaction with the sepa-
ratist amalgam, Dr Singh re-
affirmed his faith in peaceful res-
olution of all matters pertaining
to Jammu and Kashmir, saying
violence had no role in a democ-
racy. In the meeting at the Prime
Minister’s 7 Race Course Road
residence, Dr Singh and the
five-member  Hurriyat  team
agreed to continue the dialogue,
in the course of which, a time-
bound review of the Kashmiris
detained under the Public Safety
Act and Pota would be conduct-
ed.

Dr Singh said if violence in the
state and infiltration to Kashmir
ended. the armed forces could be
reduced there. He also pledged
to look into alleged human rights
violations in Kashmir.

The Hurriyat  delegation
stressed that an honourable and
durable solution to the Kashmir
problem could be found through
dialogue. The two sides also con-
ceded that the only way forward
was to ensure that violence at all

levels and in all forms ended.
They agreed to carry forward the
dialogue involving all regions
and all shades of political opin-
ions of the state.

The Hurriyat raised several
points, concerning the rights of
the people. The separatist group
said it would be able to bring
specific suggestions for hon-
ourable and durable resolution
of the Kashmir problem at the
next meeting.

Other than the Prime
Minister, the government side
was represented by Union home
minister Mr Shivraj Patil, nation-
al security adviser Mr MK
Narayanan, Centre’s interlocu-
tor on Kashmir Mr NN Vora and
special envoy to Pakistan Mr
Lambah. Earlier, Dr Singh met
the Congress leader from
Kashmir and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, Mr Saifuddin Soz, who is
believed to have played a major
role in setting the stage for
today’s talks.

The Hurriyat delegation, led
by Mirwaiz Farooq, included
Bilal Gani Lone, Abdul Gani
Bhat, Maulana Abbas Ansari,
and Fazl Haq Qureshi. Soon
after his arrival here yesterday,
the Mirwaiz had iterated that the
Kashmir problem needed to be
settled with the involvement of
India, Pakistan and Kashmiris.

Welcoming the talks, Pakistan
today said it would strengthen its
peace process with India. “We
think it will strengthen the peace
process between India and Pak-
istan,” a foreign office spokes-
man said in Islamadad today.



Dialogue in search of common ground

Zero tolerance towards human rights violations and terrorist violence is the most

important CBM that the Government and the Hurriyat must agree upon.

\ ‘\
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HE GOVERNMENT of India and
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence have had two unmemorable
encounters in the past but Mon-
day’s meeting between Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and the Kashmiri outfit could
well prove to be third time lucky if the two
sides concentrate on the low-hanging fruit.

So great is the distance separating the
formal positions of the Government and the
Hurriyat that finding anything remotely re-
sembling common ground is a difficult task
at the best of times. Though the erstwhile
Vajpayee Government deserves credit for
having first invited the Hurriyat for talks,
the BJP’s approach to the Kashmir question
was too rigid to allow any meaningful out-
come. This was, after all, a government that
had dispatched the autonomy resolution of
Farooq Abdullah to the gallows without
even the courtesy of a formal appraisal. The
first pronouncement made by L.K. Advani
after being named official interlocutor for
the Hurriyat talks was predictably unhelp-
ful: he said the only matter to discuss was
“devolution.” It took several weeks of del-
icate political surgery by concerned inter-
mediaries — and the Vajpayee-Musharraf
meeting in Islamabad on January 6, 2004 —
to finally bring the Hurriyat leadership and
Mr. Advani together.

The first meeting was held on January 22,
the second on March 27. However, both pro-
duced little more than comforting photo-
ops. The Hurriyat said the “role of the gun
should be replaced by the sound of politics”
and Mr. Advani promised “zero-level human
rights violations” as part of his plan for “se-
curity with ahuman face.” Of course, neither
side delivered much. Critics in Kashmirlam-
pooned the talks as encounters between a
shopkeeper who had no desire to sell and a
customer who had no money to spend.

The change of government at the Centre
did little to push the process forward. Shiv-
raj Patil, as Union Home Minister, inherited

Siddharth Varadarajan )
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both the mantle of Efﬁ{cial interlocutor and
his distinguished predecessor’s penchant
for setting out unnecessary preconditions.
His statement that the dialogue had to be
“within the four walls of the Constitution”
effectively ensured no further meetings with
the Hurriyat took place. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh wisely stepped into the
breach with his own invitation but even
then, it has taken several months for the
right conditions to emerge.

Then and now

When the Hurriyat leaders meet the
Prime Minister on Monday, they will do so
in circumstances quite different from when
they were last entertained on Raisina Hill.
For one, the India-Pakistan peace process is
rolling along with a third round of the com-
posite dialogue to be launched in January
2006. A bus service operates between Srina-
gar and Muzaffarabad and an in-principle
agreement has been reached to ply trucks on
the same route. The Hurriyat leaders them-
selves travelled across the Line of Control
and onwards into Pakistan, something no
government in India had had the courage —
or acuity — to permit in the past. Pakistani
journalists have begun making forays into
Jammu and Kashmir. Most recently, India
issued visas for the first ever intra-Kashmir
dialogue involving politicians and intellec-
tuals from both sides of the LoC to be held in
Srinagar. The dialogue, sponsored by the
Delhi Policy Group and Centre for Dialogue
and Reconciliation saw the participation of a
number of delegates from Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir and the Northern Areas.

Of course, underlying conditions in the
State continue to be difficult, if not grim.
Militancy and infiltration continue, albeit at
lower levels, but the desperation of those
who wield the gun is reflected in a growing
number of terrorist attacks near schools and
other public places. ‘Breakaway’ Hurriyat
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, too, remains a
significant fly in the ointment. Though dis-
owned by Pakistan and the Jamaat-e-Islami

of Kashmir, he continues to have a measure
of public support in the Valley, certainly
more than the Hurriyat leaders, as evi-
denced by the rally outside his house in
Hyderpora last month on the first anniver-
sary of the founding of  his
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat.

Convinced it has militancy on the run, the
Army is unwilling to countenance another
unilateral ‘non-initiation of combat oper-
ations.” Elements within the Hurriyat are
open to the idea of encouraging groups such
as the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen to come forward
with a ceasefire offer but they will be able to
deliver on this account only if Pakistan
weighs in with the same demand. While the
idea of a ceasefire is worth exploring, the
Hurriyat and Dr. Singh should begin on
Monday with three simple proposals: First,
there should be zero tolerance towards vio-
lence against civilians; secondly, the logic of
‘confidence-building measures’ as a way of
creating room for a political settlement be-
tween India and Pakistan in Kashmir must
be allowed to continue; and third, the space
must be created for peaceful political
protest.

Zero tolerance towards violence against
civilians means the government must not
put up with human rights violations —
whether deliberate or inadvertent — and
must act punitively in those cases where the
facts establish wanton violence against civil-
ians. What the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment does in the Pathribal-Panchalthan
incident — where the Rashtriya Rifles ab-
ducted five civilians at random in March
2000 and killed them in cold blood in order
to pin the Chittisinghpora massacre of Sikhs
on them — will be an important test case for
establishing its bona fides. The matter is an
open and shut case of murder and the CBI is
believed to have recommended the prose-
cution of the Army officers involved. By
sanctioning prosecution, the Government
can demonstrate that it means business and
that there will be no protection for those
who violate the law.

y

On its part, the Hurriyat must take a clear
and unambiguous stand against terrorists
who target — or endanger — civilians in
Kashmir. Just as a civilised society expects
its security forces to abide by the rules of
conflict, so must it insist that militants have
an equal obligation not to harm civilians.
Whenever there have been terrorist killings
in Kashmir, the Hurriyat leaders either
maintain an unbecoming silence or disin-
genuously try to blame the Government.
The Hurriyat must declare that the killing of
civilians — and the planting of explosives in
places where civilians are likely to be killed
or injured — is a crime against humanity and
demand that militant groups stop these
activities.

As for confidence-building measures
(CBMs), the Hurriyat has a crucial role to
play in convincing the Pakistani establish-
ment that the interest of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir will be served by allowing
greater freedom of movement of individuals,
families, trade and commerce across all
main points of the LoC.

To the extent to which Islamabad is wary
of starting bus services from Poonch to Ra-
walakot, Jammu to Mirpur and Kargil to
Skardu, the Indian Government should ask
the Hurriyat to press for the same. Similarly,
mail and telephone services could be liber-
alised so that communication could be
quicker and cheaper.

Finally, if the Government wishes to de-
legitimise violence and promote dialogue
and politics, it must provide legal avenues
for the expression of protest and dissent.
Rallies and demonstrations are an impor-
tant — and crucial — part of political culture
throughout India. Given the possibility of
disruption by agents provocateur, suitable
parameters and protocols need to be devised
to ensure protests remain peaceful. Never-
theless, it is time the Central and State Gov-
ernments conceded the principle that
peaceful protest — by the Hurriyat or any
other force — cannot be prohibited indefi-
nitely in Kashmir.
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~ Stage set for
Kashmir tal

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 4. - A five-member
Hurrivat Conference team arrived here
today for talks with the Prime Minister
tomorrow. Dr Manmohan Singh did his
homework by holding talks with the
Union home minister, Mr Shivraj Patil,
the Centre’s pointsman in Kashmir, Mr
NN Vohra, and the special envoy to
Pakistan, Mr SK Lambah.

The Hurriyat team was led by the
organisation’s chairman, Mirwaiz Umer
Farooq. “The talks are aimed at complet-
ing the cycle of Hurriyat’s concept of
holding triangular parleys comprising
India, Pakistan and people of Kashmir,”
he told reporters.

Referring to the separatist group’s
meeting with the Pakistani establishment
and leaders in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
earlier, the Mirwaiz said: “Tomorrow’s
talks are aimed at completing the cycle
and we want that the immediate effects of
the talks are visible on the ground with
improvement of security situation.”

This would be the first highest-level
talks of the Hurriyat with the UPA gov-
ernment since it came to power last year.

The Mirwaiz said the dialogue’s agenda
“will be to complete the political process
of finding some space for Kashmiris in
the talks for resolution of the issue”.

~Fhe- Hurriyat is-likely to push for a. .

ceasefire in Kashmir as well as release of
“political prisoners”. The timing of the
negotiations is significant as Dr Singh is
scheduled to meet the Pakistani
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf in New
York on 14 September on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly conclave.
Holding that the Hurriyat had always
maintained that a “permanent solution”
to the Kashmir problem could only be
found through dialogue, the Mirwaiz
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Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umer Farooq
in New Dethi on Sunday. — AFP

said: “At the moment, the atmosphere for
holding talks is very conducive and we
hope it will be a constructive and fruitful
interaction tomorrow.”

Stressing the “continuity” of such talks,
the Hurriyat chairman said his group
would take up issues step-by-step. Ass-
erting that no miracle could be expected
overnight of the engagement, he expressed
the hope that “the process which has be-
gun would continue till a lasting and hon-
ourable solution was found for Kashmir”.

~Yesterday, the Congress. ME.. Mr
Saifuddin Soz, held a meeting with the
Hurriyat leaders in Srinagar. “The Prime
Minister is going to talk to Hurriyat lead-
ers with an open mind. The talks will lay
the foundation for a fruitful dialogue...”

The Hurriyat delegation would also
meet Mrs Sonia Gandhi on Wednesday.
The Centre is expected to follow-up the
talks with a dialogue with all political par-
ties, representatives in the Assembly and
other groups in J&K in coming days.
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The Left sweeps
Kerala grassroots )

n a strong 1nd1cat10n of what lies ahead in the As-

sembly contest of 2006, the Left Democratic Front

(LDF) has swept the polls to the local bodies in

Kerala, leaving the truncated ruling United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) a dismal second. That the LDF has
taken every one of the five Corporations and 33 of 52
Municipalities, in addition to the overwhelming majority
of District Panchayats (79 per cent), Block Panchayats (79
per cent), and Grama Panchayats (69 per cent), sets the
Oommen Chandy regime up for a Requiem Mass some time
in mid-2006. It appears there is nothing the Congress and
its dispirited UDF allies can do in the next six or seven
months to reverse the tide. Two significant factors that
surfaced in this grassroots contest relate to the role of the
Democratic Indira Congress (Karunakaran), and the cov-
ert understanding between the UDF and the Bharatiya
Janata Party. It does appear that the LDF has gained by
making common cause in some areas with the veteran, K.
Karunakaran, whose party has picked up a few seats and
made modest gains. On the other side, the BJP has regis-
tered its presence in pockets, notably in Palakkad and
Thiruvananthapuram, but the UDF has hardly benefited
from the deal. There have been no surprises in the overall
political outcome. How the verdict would go must have
been clear to the Congress even before the first votes were
cast in the two-phase election.

The Congress has only itself to blame for its predicament
in Kerala, a highly politicised State with the country’s best
social indicators. Political stagnation and opportunism
spiced with infighting is a recipe for certain political fail-
ure. The poor performance of the UDF in office is widely
recognised. The collapse of organisational discipline, the
ceaseless showdowns between the Karunakaran and Anto-
ny factions (until A.K. Antony was dethroned and Mr.
Chandy installed as Chief Minister), the ineptness of the
Congress high command in dealing with an intolerable
situation within the party, and the eventual exit of the
Karunakaran group to form the DIC(K) tell their own
story. On the other side, the LDF, after an unprecedented
electoral sweep in May 2004 — when it took 19 out of the 20
Lok Sabha seats — has consolidated its advantage across
the State and at all tiers of the polity, from the Grama
Panchayat up. It remains to be seen how the equation
between the Left and the DIC(K) evolves during the run-up
to the Assembly contest. It is unlikely the Left will provide
much space for the family-oriented politics of the octoge-
narian leader. Mr. Karunakaran, the quintessential politi-
cal bargainer, continues to describe himself as a
Congressman; nothing for him is final or permanent. Ker-
ala, which is habituated to a regime change every half
decade, is indisputably headed for a return of the Left to
power. ’
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161.75 per cent polling in @«?

second phase in Kerala

Minor scuffies, bomb blast mark polls in Kannur district

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The sec-
ond phase of the civic elections
covering the districts of Palak-
kad, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Wayanad, Kannur and Kasara-
gode on Monday witnessed a
voter turnout of 61.75 per cent,
according to tentative figures re-
leased by the State Election
Commission (SEC).

Minor scuffles between party
volunteers, a country bomb blast
that did not cause much damage,
scores of complaints relating to
bogus voting and a few charges
of ‘booth capturing’ were report-
ed during this phase. Most of the
incidents and complaints came
from Kannur district, where the
police had been expecting trou-
ble. The polling percentage is
likely to change when the full

details reach the SEC from the
polling booths. In the first phase
of the polling covering the other
eight districts on Saturday, the
initial estimates had put the vot-
er turnout at 63 per cent, but the
figure came down to 59.94 per
cent after the final compilation
of the data.

Palakkad recorded 61 per cent
polling, Malappuram 63.3 per
cent, Kozhikode 62.25 per cent,
Wayanad 61 per cent, Kannur 63
per cent and Kasaragode 60 per
cent, according to the initial esti-
mates. The polling followed
more or less the same pattern in
the urban and rural areas, unlike
in the first phase where the ur-
ban centres witnessed relatively
low voter turnout.

The country bomb explosion
took place at Vilakkode in Kan-
nur district. A CPI(M) worker
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sustained minor injuries in the
incident.

While the CPI(M) accused the
BJP of induiging in the ‘bomb
attack,’ the police were also ex-
amining whether the explosive
had gone off accidentally from
the hand of the injured CPI(M)
activist. At Nedumbarachal, also
in Kannur district, a country
bomb was found abandoned on
the roadside and the police de-
fused it. Polling was disrupted
for some time in a few booths in
Kannur district, with the CPI
(M) cadres allegedly intimidat-
ing the UDF booth agents and, in
some cases, putting their fists to
use.

In one case, the fracas oc-
curred when the identity of a
voter was challenged. The poll-
ing resumed peacefully
afterwards.




Kashmir crisis:

Leaders seek
Y

world support

HTC and Agencies . )\ q?\ \%

; Jammu, August 21 i& AN

THE LEADERSHIP of the two sides of Jam-
mu and Kashmir is meeting in European
Union headquarters, Brussels, in mid-Sep-
tember to drum up international support
for an early solution of Kashmir crisis.

The event is being organised by London-
based International Kashmir Alliance
(IKA), engaged in highlighting the Kash-
mir issue in the European countries. Its
main agenda is anti-fundamentalism and
solution through dialogue.

A Kashmiri leader, Nazir Gilani, heads
IKA. He is also Chairman of Jammu and
Kashmir Council for Human Rights. “All
those who matter in Kashmir have been
invited for the conference, and we hope
that this conference will be able to con-
vince the world that the Kashmir resolu-
tion is in the interests of peace in South
Asija and also rest of the world,” according
to an associate of Gilani, who did not want
to be named at this stage.

He is here is connection with interact-
ing with the leaders of the various politi-
cal and separatist groups who believe in
the peaceful solution of Kashmir crisis.

Some top-ranking international voices
on Kashmir from the US, UK and India and
Pakistan will also take part in the confer-
ence. The IKA conference’s venue — Brus-
sels — has been chosen with a purpose: to
get maximum attention in the European
countries.

The EU is expanding its role in the reso-
lution of the conflict situations across the
globe, and that has given the cue to the or-
ganisers to hold the meet at the city of the
EU headquarters.

Pak N-plans

Apparently keeping in mind the concerns of
the Western countries over nuclear prolifer-
ation, Pakistan will soon put forward a pro-
posal to them to invest in 13 nuclear power
plants in the country on a “build-and-own”
basis. The Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion has requested President Musharraf to
address the concerns of the US and the West-
ern world on proliferation by ensuring that
the new plants would work under “full safe-
guards” of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, officials in Islamabad said.
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SRINAGAR AUGUST 21’

NORTHERN Army Com-
mander Lt Gen Hari Prasad
today said the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir had still
not reached a point where they
could take any decision on
ceasefire with the militants or
reduction in number of troops
postedin the state.

GOC-in-C, Northern
Command, Lt Gen Prasad
said the political leadership
had been asking for their in-
puts from time to time. "Last
time, internal ceasefire with
the militants proved a bad ex-
perience as militants used the
time to reinforce their cadres
in the Valley."

Gen Prasad said while the
Confidence Building Mea-
sures (CBMs) with Pakistan

CRPF man kl"s self

SRINAGAR: A CRPF ;awan
committed suicide inside the
heavity quarded Bakshi Sta-
dium in Srinagar today, official
sources said. Shivraj Singh of

50th Battalion of CRPF shotat .
and critically injured himself
from his service rifle this after-
noon, the sources said. Singh .
was rushed to a hospital

whete he died, sources said.

were progressing well, infiltra-
tion had not stopped. “Militant
infrastructure is intact, com-
munication set-up is still func-

- tioning and more and more

militants are being pushed into

the Indian side, he said
adding, "Compared to the pre-
vious year, this year, very high
levels of infiltration took place
in June and July in different
sectors along the LoC."

Gen Prasad, however, said
the situation was gradually im-
proving and only 1,500 mili-
tantswere active now. "In 2003,
some 3,000 militants were op-
erating in the state. Though
complete normalcy is yet to be
restored, it is round the cor-

ner," he said.

Gen Hari Prasad, who is
demitting office on August 31
said his present assignment was
challenging. "My ambition was
tobring normalcy in the Valley,"
he said. "The violence level has
come to half of what it used to
beinthe past', he added.

Gen Prasad said to make
their presence felt, the mili-
tants were now targeting civil-
ians by exploding car bombs.
“Seventy five percent of their
leaders have been killed. Now
their aim is to create terror by
killing civilians,” he said.

'pe for K ceasefire: GOC-nC

Apart from guarding the
LoC, Lt Gen Prasad said the
Army was also involved in
tackling insurgency in rural
pockets. "If the situation im-
proves, paramilitary forces and
police will be handed over the
security of rural areas of the
state aswell," he said.

About Bangergund inci-
dent where the Army killed
three school children last
month, Lt Gen Prasad said
the inquiry was in progress.
"The report will be submitted
in two weeks and guilty will be
punished," he said.

~ Northern Army Comman- |

der said Operation Sadhba-
vana had managed to bridge
the divide between the Army
and civilians. "Now Kashmiri
students are eager to join the
Army and serve the nation,"

he said.
/
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Karnataka CM .

sacks deput}
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other mlmsters

Agencies \f p
Bangalore, August 5 \<

CAPPING WEEKS of political
turmoil in the JD(S), Karnataka
chief minister N. Dharam Singh
on Friday sacked deputy chief
minister and rebel leader Sid-
daramaiah and two ministers
loyal to him.

Soon after senior JD(S) leader
M.P. Prakash was recognised as
leader of the JD(S) Legislature
Party by Assembly Speaker Kr-
ishna, Singh drove to Raj Bha-
van along with KPCC president
Mallikarjun Kharge and recom-
mended the dismissal.

Apart from Siddaramaiah,
minister for rural development
H.C. Mahadevappa and minister
of state for textiles Satish Jhar-
khihole, who had stood solidly
with him, also faced the axe.

“Yes”, Singh told reporters af-
ter a 40-minute meeting with the
Governor, when asked if he had
recommended the dismissal of
Siddaramaiah and his two loyal-
ist ministers who had revolted
against JD(S) supremo H.D. De-
vegowda, whose party is the
Congress’s coalition partner.

The Governor accepted the
recommendation of the chief
minister with immediate effect,
a Raj Bhavan communique said.
As he came under mounting

pressure from the JD(S) to ease
out Siddaramaiah, Mahadevap-
pa and Jharkhihole, Singh indi- .
cated earlier in the day that he
was awaiting the Speaker’s deci-
sion on the JD(S) Legistature
Party leadership issue to act.

“I have considered all aspects
and letters and recognised Pra-
kash as leader of the JD(S) Leg-
islature Party”, the Speaker said
after he overruled the objections
of Siddaramaiah, who had ques-
tioned the JD(S) Legislature
Party’s election of Prakash and
maintained he was still JD(S)
Legislature Party leader.

The Speaker’s communica-
tion set the ball rolling, with the
chief minister promptly swing-
ing into action to act on the de-
mand of the JD(S)leadership for
sacking Siddaramaiah.

In a decisive twist to months
of fratricidal feud within the
JD(S), Siddaramaiah was ousted
as JD(S) Legislature Party
leader and Prakash was elected
in his place at the Legislature
Party meeting on Thursday.

Siddaramaiah, too, had
called a parallel Legislature
Party meeting on Thursday,
but, beaten in the numbers
game with 53 of the 58 MLAs
with the Devegowda camp, he
deferred it to a later date citi
a lack of quorum.

/
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-K § We are ready for tailks at an appropriate time°¥atil

Talk to us in Srmagar,
Hurriyat tells Cefitre

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 12

DAY after Union
Home Minister
Shivraj Patil ruled
out a fresh talks
invite to the Hurriyat Confer-
ence, its chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq has said his

groupisreadytosend an invita- -

tion to Manmohan Singh “if
the Centre is willing to talk in
Srinagar”.

The chairman of the Hur-
riyat’s moderate faction was
speaking at the Martyr’s
Graveyard here after laying
wreaths on the graves of those

-killed on July 13,1931 —“the
‘beginning of our freedom
.struggle”, as Farooq put it.
. “We are ready for the talks.
. IfIndiais sincere, it is their re-
'sponsibility to decide on the
.dates,” the Hurriyat chairman
-said. “If the talks are to be
'held in New Delhi, then the
;Centre will have to decide
;aboutit,” he added.
. Even though he has ruled
-out afresh invite, Patil has said
-the Centre is ready for talks at
i the appropriate time.
. Amid heavy police and
. CRPF deployment, Hurriyat
:leaders today visited the burial
‘ground of the 1931 martyrs.
July 13 is celebrated as Mar-
tyrs’ Day by mainstream and

All Party Hurrlyat Conference chalrman Mirwalz Omar Farooq at the meeting of the Hurriyat's
executive committee In Srinagar on Tuesday. PT/

separatist parties alike. But
Hurriyat leaders decided to
visit the graveyard a day earlier
to avoid sharing a platform
with mainstream politicians.
“This (1931 killings) was the
beginning of our freedom
struggle,” Farooq said. “Our
belief is contrary to those who
say the objectives of the
(1931) movement have been
achieved. We believe the
struggle still continues.”
During NDA rule, the Hur-
riyet Conference held some
rounds of talks with the then
Prme Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and then Home

Minister L K Advani. The
conglomerate says the frame-
work for talks with the UPA
Government will be the same.
“The conditions (for the
talks) will remain same,” Fa-
rooq said. “The dialogue will
be focused to resolve the
Kashmir issue; will be outside
the framework of (Indian)
Constitution and that the ap-
proach will be tripartite.”
Flanked by senior leaders
Abdul Gani Bhat and
Maulana Abbas Ansari, the
Burriyat chief said the con-
glomerate will meet a team of
Kashmiri Pandits next week.

This is a significant develop-
ment for it is the first time that
migrant Kashmiris will share
a table with Hurriyat leaders.

“The Hurriyat, for the first
time, is meeting a delegation
of Kashmiri pandits on July
19. We have invited them here
and this is an important devél-
opment,” Farooq said.

“They (Pandits) are a part
of Kashmir. They are a part of
our history, our existence and
our culture. They should re-
turn to the Valley. The people
of Kashmir always wanted
them to return and live to-
gether happily,” he added.
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“Attack on another Kashmir Minister

Minister of State for Public Health and Engineering

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Militants on Wednes-
day made a bid on the life of
Minister of State for Public
Health and Engineering Syed
Bashir Ahmad. The Minister es-
caped unhurt but three of his
guards were injured. This is the
third attack on a senior minister

in the last 15 days.
Witnesses said that around 5
p.m. militants in Budshah

Chowk area fired at the Minis-
ter’s car as it passed by. His secu-
rity officers returned the fire but
the militants escaped even as the
people in the area panicked. Se-
curity forces cordoned off the ar-
ea,

Mr. Ahmad was escorted by
the Senior Superintendent of
Police, Srinagar, Syed Ahmad
Saeed, to the residence of Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed.

Police recovered two AK rifles
during a search operation in the
area.

The Inspector General of Po-
lice, Kashmir zone, Javed Mukh-
doomi, and senior officers
supervised the operation.

Shops were closed in Budshah
Chowk and Lal Chowk, the busi-
est areas of the city. No civilian
casualties have been reported.

No militant outfit has owned
responsibility for the attack.

During the last week of June,
the Minister of State for Educa-
tion survived an attack in Bara-
mulla. On  Sunday four
ministers, including Pradesh
Congress chief and Minister for
Rural Development Peerzada
Sayeed and Minister for Works
G.A. Mir, escaped an assassina-
tion bid near Sopore.

The landmine blast injured
six persons, including the Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police,
Sopore.

The authorities have reviewed
the security arrangements for
Ministers, an official spokesman
said.

T

:

Syed Bashir Ahmad escapes unhurt

Dbs*\

COUNTER ATTACK: Policemen take position when militants opened fire on Minister of State for Irrigation Syed Bashir Ahmad at Lal Chowk i
Srinagar on Wednesday. One policeman and four civilians were injured in the attack. - PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD
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Peace cannot co-exist with
violence in Kashmir: confer

(), @9 %1,(\

fice

Delegates at dialogue call for reconciliation and transparency in peace process

Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR: Making an impassioned
appeal to all parties, delegates at
the first intra-Kashmir dialogue
said here on Saturday that all vio-
lence should end and efforts
strengthened for a ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir to make the
peace process result-oriented.

“There can be no peace as long
as violence goes on unabated,”
was the common theme of the
speeches made on the second day
of the dialogue. Reconciliation
and strong links between the dif-
ferent regions in the State were
stressed at the deliberations
which saw representatives from
northern areas taking part for the
first time.

Radha Kumar of the Delhi Pol-
icy Group said the peace process
could not be sustained without a
ceasefire adhered to by all the par-
ties. “It will be quite a big gesture
on the part of both India and Pa-
kistan to agree to a ceasefire. Civil
society should now start working
towards that.” Imitiaz Mir, a law-
yer from Doda, said the media
should play a constructive role
while reporting on the conflict in-
stead of sensationalising the
events. He called for the involve-
ment of all parties to thrash out
the details of a mechanism which
could help end violence.
Possibility thinking

Syeda Afshana, a teacher at
Kashmir University, said: “I do
not understand what kind of
peace process is on when everyday
dozens of people get killed.” Re-
ferring to the encounter at Lal
Chowk, she said: “Even as we talk
about peace, hardly a few kilo-
metres away the guns are roar-

“Even as we talk about peace, hardly a few kilometres away the guns are

roaring.”

ing” Stating that it required
courage to say that an end to vio-
lence was inevitable, Siddique
Wahid, head of the Gulab Singh

Chair at Jammu University, said:
“We should look at the various
possibilities for ending violence.”
Transparency in the peace proc-

) l]?

ess and building institutions

across the Line of Control would

help violence to end, he added.
Rights activist Balraj Puri made

“I am a foreigner here”

“It was most painful to get myself registered as a foreigner soon after
we landed at the Srinagar airport.”

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: Farooq Khan Neazi
wept bitterly as he spoke
about his room at his Barzulla
house. As he reminisced about
his mother who would lovingly
dust his books Neazi could not
continue his speech at the first
intra-Kashmir dialogue here.
A resident of Baghat, an
uptown locality in Srinagar,
Neazi left for Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir in early
1990 returning here for the
first time on Thursday. He was
nostalgic about the days he
spent in Srinagar. “I have a
house here, my room is still
intact. This city belongs to me
but I am a foreigner here. It
was most painful to get myself
registered as a foreigner soon
after we landed at the Srinagar
airport.” He broke down
saying, “Only till a few years
ago my mother used to take

care of my belongings but she
passed away...”

Recounting his experiences
in Muzaffarabad, Neazi said: “I
am at the mercy of a havaldar
who does not belong to my
State. I do not have the right to
live and I have to sell my soul
to keep going.” He said he was
confused about his identity. “I
am facing invisible torture.”
He wanted to know why there
were no hoardings featuring
Pakistan President Musharraf
and Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Mirpur or
Muzaffarabad like the one in
Srinagar. Expressing his
anguish at being part of a
divided family, Neazi said the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
gave hope but it should be run
daily and “all should be
allowed to board it.”

Neazi, who married a girl in
Muzaffarabad, was caught in a
peculiar situation when his

wife visited her parents and
the violence erupted in the
Nineties. “She was still
holding a Pakistani passport
and 1 had an Indian one.” After
he moved to PoK his passport
was not renewed by the Indian
High Commission and for
eight years he was without any
citizenship. “It was such a
difficult period for me. I was
neither a Pakistani nor a
resident of Azad Kashmir but
finally I acquired citizenship.”
He was unemployed as being a
law graduate he could not get
the license to practice law in
PoK. “I want to come back and
live at my own place,” he said.
Neazi, who is the chairman
of the Coalition of Civil
Societies of “Azad Kashmir,”
said peace was a
comprehensive ideology and
“all people across the LOC
should support it to give a
bright future to our children.”

a plea for allowing Amnesty In-
ternational and other similar in-
ternational organisations to visit
the State to investigate major in-
cidents of violence. “There is a
growing concern to end violence
in this region.”

Ershad Mehmood of the Insti-
tute of Policy Studies, Islamabad,
denied charges that Pakistan con-
tinued to provide logistic and fi-
nancial support to militants.
“Pakistan has discouraged mili-
tants, reined in their camps which
no longer exist but India is not
responding positively to the sit-
uation.”

He alleged that the Indian Gov-
ernment through its Consulate in
Jalalabad was “aiding and abet-
ting militancy” in Balochistan
province.

Rights situation

The rights situation in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir also figured in
the discussion with most of the
delegates voicing the opinion that
people were “suppressed” in that
part of Kashmir.

Asking people to swear their al-
legiance to Pakistan before taking
part in the elections was the big-
gest rights violation, they observ-
ed.

“There are violations in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir and the Pa-
kistan Human Rights
Commission has  highlighted
these recently,” said Ved Bhasin,
editor of Kashmir Times. Farooq
Khan Neazi of Muzaffarabad said:
“Even to get a job you have to say
you are Pakistani.”

He said the President of POK
was a serving Army General and
he was imposed on the people as
“Azad Kashmir is being ruled by
the Armv headquarter in Murree”.
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A rmy-sSorry,

Security personnel stand beside a placard after a clash with
Hurriyat Conference activists at a protest in Srinagar. (AFP)
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Srinagar/New Delhi, July
25: As smoke continued to bil-
low from the hastily stubbed-
out marriage feast fire, the Va-
lley today smouldered with
hundreds of schoolchildren
taking to the streets in protest
against the killing of inno-
cents.

On Saturday night, Rash-
triya Rifles jawans waiting to
ambush militants had mistak-
enly shot dead three boys,
aged between 11 and 16, head-
ed for a marriage reception in
Bangergund village of north
Kashmir’s Kupwara district.

Groups of angry students
pelted stones at passing army
vehicles and shouted slogans
outside army camps in Kup-
wara, continuing the wave of
protests for the second day
running. A vehicle near Treh-
gam village was badly damag-
ed, forcing soldiers to fire in
the air.

“Police fired tear gas shells
and used batons to disperse ag-
itating crowds. Three persons
were injured in the clashes
and were admitted to hospi-
tal,” a police officer said.

Hurriyat Conference acti-
vists, too, lent their voices, scr-
eaming “stop the killing and
genocide of innocent Kash-
miris”, before 20 of them were
herded off to a police station
in Srinagar. The police said
they had defied a ban on unau-
thorised public meetings.

The army today apologised
for the death of the boys —
Wasim Sultan Wani, 12, Bilal
Khaliq Shah, 11, and Shabir
Ahmed Shah, 16 — terming
thekillings a “regrettable inci-
dent”. But it said the boys did
not stop when challenged.

“The army requests all
persons to stop when chal-
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lenged and not run away as it
leads to suspicion,” an army
statement said.

“Generally there is no
civilian movement in the vil-
lages in the interior areas at
night, hence they were mistak-
en as militants, challenged
and fired at by the troops in
the ambush as they tried to
run away from the site.”

The army said it “regrets
this unfortunate loss of life”
and had ordered an inquiry. In-
structions had also been is-
sued to prevent recurrence of
such incidents, it said.

It also appealed to villagers
in insurgency-prone areas not
to venture out at night.

“People residing in terror-
ism-affected areas are also
being advised not to move out
at night. However, in case of
an emergency, they are ad-
vised to move with lights,” the
army said.

Kupwara district borders
the Line of Control and is a
zone of much violence. But the
army that has been regularly
patrolling the countryside at
night for over a decade was ex-
pected to have evolved mecha-
nisms to prevent such “horri-
ble accidents”, an officer said.

Army chief General J.J.
Singh is understood to have
sought details of the incident.

The National Human
Rights Commission has asked
the government to submit a re-
port in two weeks. It has asked
the Centre to ensure there “is
no conflict between respect for
human rights and combating
terrorism”.

It was important not to
“undermine democratic val-
ues, violate fiuman rights,
subvert the rule of law or
chill civil liberties of citi-
zens”, while countering ter-
ror, it said.




Srinagar: The Kkilling of four
teenaged boys at the hands of
troops in Jammu and Kashmir
rocked the state on Monday as peo-
ple took to the streets demanding
stern action against the guilty per-
sonnel while the chief minister
called an emergency meeting of
the unified headquarters here.
Thousands of people from
Bagargund and neighbouring Vil-
gam and Trehgam villages poured
on the roads to protest against the
killings on Sunday by the security
forces, who maintained that they
had been mistaken for militants.
The agitated local residents de-
manded that the guilty be pun-
ished, maintaining that the chil-
dren were attending a marriage
party and had ventured out on a
stroll. Taking serious note of the
incident, chief minister Mufti
Mohd Sayeed, who has ordered a
probe, convened an emergency

Police trying to control agitated
activists of Hurriyat during
a demonstration

meeting of the Unified Headquar-
ters on Monday evening to discuss
the situation arising after the trag-
ic incident. The meeting is also
likely to discuss the deteriorating
security situation in the valley in
view of the increasing militant at-
tacks, the sources said.

The Unified Headquarters com-
prises heads of police, BSE CRPE,

rmy, State and central intelli-
gence agencies.

At least 20 activists of the mod-
erate faction of Hurriyat Confer-
ence, including senior leaders
Javed Ahmad Mir and Shahidul Is-
lam, were detained while they
were protesting against the killi-
ngs here. Mir, Islam and 18 other
activists of the Hurriyat were tak-
en into preventive custody when
they were heading for the local of-
fice of the United Nations Military
Observers Group for India and
Pakistan at Sonawar here.

Meanwhile, political parties,
cutting across ideological divides,
condemned the incident. CPM
state secretary Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami described the incident
as “inhuman and brutal” and
observed that the state is
“going through a bleeding process
which needs urgent and utmost at-
tention”. em
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3 hoys, mistaken for

ultras, kllled in

Srinagar: Three teenaged boys,
who inadvertently walked into an
ambush laid by security forces in
the Kupwara area, were Kkilled in
the small hours by the forces who
mistook them to be militants, po-
lice said.

Security forces, who had laid
ambush at Bagargund, 90 km from
here, fired on four teenaged boys
around 2 am, killing three of them
and injuring another, police said.
Admitting it to be a case of mis-
taken identity, Kupwara Suprint-
endent of Police, Sunit Dutt, said
that in the darkness identity of the
victims could not be ascertained.
The ambush, he said, was laid in
the same place where movement of
militants was common, and two
militants were killed about 15 days
ago.

Those killed were identified as
Bilal Ahmad Sheikh, a fifth class
student, Wasim Ahmad Wani, a
sixth class student and Manzoor
Ahmad Shah while the injured
boy’s name is Shabir Ahmad Shah.

Expressing serious concern
over the killing, chief minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed on Sun-
day day said the incident was all
the more unfortunate as the vic-
tims were children. Ordering a
probe into the incident, Sayeed
asked security agencies to avoid
such occurrences in future.
triggered violent

villagers from
, Trehgam and Vilgam
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Ag;ta
Vitiagers ‘%ak& 16
wirpets, Mofi
Urders Probe

boys had come to attend a mar-
riage in the village and were killed
when they had gone out to ease
themselves. The security person-
nel fired on them without any
provocation, the residents alleged.

Senior adminstration and police

Kashmir

ofﬁc1als rushed to the vﬂlage to
calm the agitated villagers who
are demanding an inquiry into the
incident and action against the
erring personnel, official sources
said. PT1

Dutt said jawans mistook the
boys for militants and targeted
them as they were not carrying
torches as is the practice. Superin-
tendent-of Police Handwara, Ni-
tish Kumar, also described the in-
cident as a result of mistaken
identity.

Admitting that the soldiers
couldn’t identify the victims in
darkness, he said night curfew was
in force in the area and movement
during night was prohibited as it
fell near the forest where militant
presence cannot be ruled out. The
army lost a couple of jawans, in-
cluding an officer, recently in the
area, he said.

The situation in the village and
adjoining areas was tense and the
police had to use batons to restore
order. Additional policemen have
been rushed to the area to quell the
protests.

This is the second such incident
in the valley in three days. On July
22, troops of Rashtriya Rifles shot
dead a teenaged boy, mistaking
him for militant, Pervaiz Ahmad
Dar, at Kangan in Pulwama dis-
trict of South Kashmir when the
was watering his garden.
state government has already
ered an inquiry into the inci-
ent. en




Joint threat
by 4 groups

HT Correspondents
Srinagar/Jammu, July 23

FOUR MILITANT groups — Al
Nasireen, Al Arifeen, Save
Kashmir Movement and
Farzandan-e-Millat -— have
warned that if Kashmir Pandits
were brought back to the valley,
they would not be safe from
“our” attacks. The groups also
declared that Pandits were the
“arch enemies of Kashmir’s
freedom movement.”

“They (Pandits) are in a state
of war with us”, a joint state-
ment issued by the four groups
this evening said. “We have
every right to go for blood for
blood. We will not allow them
(migrant Pandits) to return and
nobody can protect them from
our attacks”, the statement
added. The militants imposed
conditions for the return of the
Pandits. “They (Pandits) should
publicly apologise for hobnob-
bing with Jagmohan (former
Governor of the state). They
should denounce India’s control
on Jammu and Kashmir as
forced and should join the free-
dom movement and fight (the)
Indian army and (should) be
ready to lay down their lives
along with Muslims”, the mili-
tants said.

“Unless they (Pandits) fulfil
these conditions, their entry to
the valley is totally banned”,
the statement said. The mili-
tants came down heavily on the
moderate faction of the Hurriy-
at Conference and described its
leaders as “hypocrites and anti-
‘movement”. The Hurriyat lead-
ers held a meeting with a group
of Kashmiri Pandits on Tues-
day to discuss ways and means
to bring the Pandits back.

“The Hurriyat is a forum of
hypocrites, who instead of fac-
ing the enemy with persever-
ance and determination, bowed
before them. They (Hurriyat
leaders) are themselves anti-
movement. How can they pro-
tect other anti-movement ele-
ments”, the statement said. The
militant groups warned that
anyone trying to bring Pandits
back to the valley would be

“playing with fire.”
Meanwhile, several Kashmiri
Pandit organisations have

threatened to boycott those
community leaders who held
talks with the Hurriyat Confer-
ence on Tuesday saying that
they had breached the trust of
the community by shaking
hands with the separatists.
Leaders of the Panun Kashmir,
Panun Kashmir Movement,
Jammu and Kashmir Vichar
Manch and the All-State Kash-
miri Pandit Conference took
this decision after a six-hour
meeting late on Thursday. It was
perhaps for the first time that
leaders of different Panun
Kashmir factions came together
to discuss various issues being
confronted by the.community.

Death shadow on h

NEERA)J Santoshi
Jammu, July 23

SADNESS, SHOCK, anger, des-
peration, futility... 70-year-old
Kashinath Pandita’s tearful
eyes bore the brunt of the
whirlwind of feelings that tor-
tured his soul, his words numb
with pain. His image served a
poignant reminder of the
plight of Kashmiri Pandits,
disowned by their motherland
and living virtually in exile for
generations.

A few days ago — after the
historic Hurriyat-Pandit con-
clave — the same eyes twin-
kled with hope, the belief of
returning ‘home’ and the con-
viction of living in peace there
almost dressing the present in
fictitious fantasy.

Pandita, who lives in Talab
Tiboo here, wanted to spend
his twilight days in his native
village of Verinag, fondling
memories of childhood in the
neighbourhood of the place
which seeds the Jhelum. But
the fantasy has made way for
fear, the reverberating gunfire

reducing all those days of in-
nocence to a pittance.

Like Pandita, there were
thousands of other Pandits
who were shocked when they
heard the sounds of doom —
four Pakistan-based militant
outfits had imposed a “ban on
the return of Pandits to the
Valley”.

" Pandits, whom HT spoke to,
said they were shocked that
such threats could come even
after the Hurriyat Conference
had held talks with them. Most
of them saw the message clear
and in bold —Pandits cannot
return to the Valley at present,
and pluralism is till an imagi-
nary concept there.

The Pandit leadership was
equivocal in condemnation of
the Hurriyat.

Panun Kashmir leader Dr
Ajay Chrungoo alleged it was
the other face of Hurriyat that
had surfaced after the threats.
“In the past, Hurriyat has
come up with similar precon-
ditions for the return of Pan-
dits as these outfits have stated
in their statements. It is once
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on Pandits.
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A member of the Kashmiri
bomb disposal squad (seen
in this Reuters photograph)
puts sand bags around an
unexploded hand-grenade.
lobbed by militants in one of
Srinagar’s bustling
marketplaces on Saturday.
The squad managed to
neutralise the grenade.

MAY |3

Lal Chowk, Srinagar, outside
Tyndle Biscoe school

"2 killed, 32 school

children wounded

JUNE I3

South Kashmir town
,,,,,, of Pulwama

16 dead, 50 wounded

JUNE 20

Nishat Gardens,
outskirts of Srinagar

9 army soldiers
killed, 21 injured

JULY 20

Outside Burn Hall
school in Srinagar

5 dead

A PTI file photograph of Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umer Farooq

greeting a Kashmiri Pandit leader at a recerit conclave.

again a reminder that there is
no place for Pandits in the tal-
ibanised and radicalised Kash-
mir.” On a Hurriyat leader’s
allegation that the Pandits
calling Kashmiri Muslims fa-
natics provoked such state-

ments from the militant out-
fits, Chrungoo said, “We had
talked about the communali-
sation of the Valley. We did
not use the term ‘fanatics’.
This misrepresentation is de-
liberate.”



Militants issue
fatwa agamst

Pandgt

EXPRESS N WS SERVICE
" SRINAGAR,JULY 22

THE first separatist ini-
tiative to begin a reconcili-
ation with Kashmiri Pandits
—who had left the state af-
ter the emergence of mili-
tancy — has hit a major
roadblock.

Four militant organisa-
tions today warned the
community against return-
inghome, accusing them of
“deserting” the majority
community “during their
hour of crisis”.

Al Nasireen, Save Kash-
mir Movement, Al Arifeen
and Farzandani Millat —
came to limelight after
threatening attacks on the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus. Today, their joint state-
ment faxed to alocal news-
paper office declared: “We
impose a ban on the return
of Kashmiri Pandit mi-
grants to the Valley. They
helped Jagmohan (the
state’s former governor) in
implementing his heinous
plansby migrating”.

The militants were un-
happy with the Hurriyat
moderates as well for their
initiative in reconciliation
with the Pandits.

“The childish assurances
handed out by the Hur-
riyat will not protect
them,” said the statement.
“Exchanging garlands with
leaders of the moderate
faction of the Hurriyat
Conference cannot ab-
solve them (Pandits)”.

Led by Mirwaiz Umer
Farooq, the effort to rein-
state the Pandits in the Val-
ley was the first of its kind
from the organisation to
regain the Valley’s lost so-
cial fabric.

The moderates had sent
emissaries to various mi-
grant camps in Jammu and
Delhi, asking for participa-
tion in a meet where the
modalities of the Pandits’
return could be discussed.

return

The sepa Hatlst hawksled
by Syed Ali Shah Geelani
had welcomed the return of
the migrant Hindus, but
disapproved the J-K gov-
emment’s plan to rehabili-
tate them in separate
colonies.

The right wing Kashmiri
Hindu groups — Kashmiri
Samiti and Panun Kashmir
—however, had boycotted
the reconciliation effort,
calling it a futile exercise.

Today, the Hurriyat was
tightlipped on the militant

Hurriyat was
tightlipped on the
militant threat

threat. “We have no coni-
ments to offer,” said Profes-
sor Abdul Ghani Bhat of .
Hurriyat Conference. “We
have decided not to react to
the statement made by the
militants”.

The 40 pandits who par-
ticipated in the meeting,
however, say they are ready
forit.

“This was expected,”
said Jatinder Bakshi,
speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, “these warnings will
not matter. Such bottle-
necks would be there and
we would have to over-
come them”.

Bakshi, however, says
that under the circum-
stances, the onus lies on the
majority community. “Only
majority community can
bring such an atmosphere
(favourahile for the return
of Pandits),” he added.




iting for Pandits

ne N .
A\ Hurriyat moderates talk to
\V{“ displaced Kashmiris :y»’\?/

HE meeting between leaders of the moderate faction of
the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) and
representatives of Kashmiri Pandits add a new dimension to
the peace process in Kashmir. The talks held in Srinagar on
Tuesday were the first of its kind since militancy forced these
Hindu families to flee the Valley. A joint statement at the end
of the meet said the Hurriyat with ‘“all other sensible
elements’ will work to ensure a safe and honourable return
for all displaced Kashmiris. So far, the peace process —— and
the talks, formal and informal, in New Delhi, Islamabad,
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad — has excluded the Pandits. Even
those separatist groups in the Valley which talked about the
composite and secular culture of the Valley have done very
little about the fracturing of Kashmiri society along commu-
nal lines. The Hurriyat-Pandit dialogue is a beginning
towards retrieving the secular space in the Valley. The upris-
ing in the Valley was, at least to begin with in 1989, for a
transparent democracy that addressed legitimate political,
cultural and economic concerns of all Kashmiris. It got
communalised later leading to the exodus of Pandits and gave
the struggle a violent and sectarian twist. Jammu and
Kashmir has not recovered from it yet. If normalcy has to
return to the Valley, the communal divide has to be bridged.
The dialogue with Pandits will also help the Hurriyat to
reinvent its profile as a progressive political conglomeration.
Since its formation in 1993, the APHC has been cynical about
politics in a democratic framework. It claims to represent the
opinion in the Valley, but has always shied away from
contesting elections. Now, there is a democratically elected
government in Srinagar and civic bodies have elected repre-
sentatives. Islamabad no longer has any use for Hurriyat. The
APHC should enter the political mainstream. They could
make a beginning by helping to bridge the communal divide.
As if alarmed by the peace process, terrorists have upped the
attempts to kill innocents. On Wednesday, a suicide attack
Kkilled four people in Srinagar. The army had fought terro-
rists trying to sneak in from Pakistan in the Gurez sector last
week. Violence, especially when directed against innocents,
is illegitimate. All people, except its perpetrators, know it.
Hence, it is best to strengthen the peace process than get
distracted by occasional incidents of violence and murder.
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BASHAARAT MASOOD q
SRINAGAR, JULY 19

THEIR urge to return
home today took them to the
separatist headquarters— for
the first time in 15 years. And
as 40 Kashmiri Pandits
stepped into the Hurriyat of-

fice here, it marked a leap for

Hindu-Muslim reconciliation
in the strife-torn Valley.

“This s truly a historic day,”
said Mirwaiz Umer Farooq,
chairman of the moderate fac-
tion of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence. “This is a humble begin-
ning to remove the bitterness
of the past. This is the first step.
More meetings will follow.”

There were banners wel-
coming the Pandits all the
way to the Hurriyat office,
and as they arrived, there
were warm hugs and smiles
all around. Within minutes,
the 15 years of separation and
communal divide were over-
taken by the shared Kashmiri
tradition and language.

At the end of the marathon
meeting, which lasted for over
four hours, the Hurriyat and

Kashmid Pandits meet Hurrlyat leaders in Srinagar. Express

leaders of various migrant Pan-
dit organisations described the
talks as “fruitful” and said they
would continue the process.
“This is a good initiative,”
said Veerji Biloo, president of
the Kashmir Pandits Coordi-
nation Committee. “The in-
ternational scenario is chang-
ing and we have to change our
minds, our stances. There will
be a positive outcome if flexi-
bility is shown by both sides.”
The Kashmiri Pandits, who
migrated to Jammu and other
parts of the country following
the outbreak of militancy in

the Valley, were represented
by 40 members of more than
nine organisations. Right-
wing outfits like the Panun
Kashmir, however, stayed
away from the meeting. “It is
unfortunate that there are
such (hardline) parties both
here and there,” Mirwaiz said.

The Pandit organisations,

which attended the meeting,

were also critical of the hard-
liners. “They have been re-
jected by the entire commu-
nity,” Biloo said, when asked
about the role of rxght-wmg
organisations.

rrlyeg invite-

“If they wish to contribute
anything for the
community...They should set
up their office in Srinagar and
we will all stand behind them.”

At the end of the closed-
door meeting, the Pandit and
Hurriyat leaders announced a
joint declaration that said:
“(The) Kashmiris’ return to
the Valley, with a deeper sense
of security and dignity, unmis-
takably requires a favourable
environment, for which the
Hurriyat, alongwith all other
sensible elements, will en-
deavour to discharge their
duty as effectively as possi-
ble...The Pandit intellectuals
will, on their part, also con-
tribute toward the forward
movement,” The declaration
also supported the ongoing
Indo-Pak peace process and
called for greater involve-
ment of the Kashmiri people
in the talk process.

“The participants support
the ongoing dialogue between
India and Pakistan with a view
toresolve all the issues, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir,”
read the declaration.

-
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"Hurriyat keen to
resume dialogue

ey
%
The moderate faction of All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence is keen to resume dialogue with New Delhi,
which was suspended more than a year ago.

“We have informal contact with government of India
and have conveyed our desire to hold talks with it”,
moderate faction chief Mirwaiz Umer Farooq told a
news conference on Wednesday. “We are ready. It is for
them (central government) to decide about the date and
venue. We want talks as soon as possible,” he added.

Mirwaiz played down junior home minister Prakash
Jaiswal’s latest assertions that the Hurriyat leaders
could participate in talks between India and Pakistan.
“We have never demanded a seat in talks between In-
dia and Pakistan. The Indo-Pak talks are heading for-
ward. We support these talks,” Mirwaiz said. He
added: “But we want the talks between Hurriyat and
India on one hand, and talks between Hurriyat and
Pakistan on the other.”

Pak trip boosted peace process: Describing their
visit to Pakistan and parts of Kashmir occupied by it
as a “small yet positive step”, Mirwaiz said it signalled
formal inclusion of Kashmiris in the dialogue process
for the resolution of the Kashmir issue.

“The realisation has dawned on Islamabad and I hope
in New Delhi as well that issues need to be resolved
through dialogue,” he said. He also felt that India need-
ed to take more responsibility “by improving the situa-
tion on the human rights front.” The Hurriyat leader
also brushed aside criticism on its representative char-
acter saying, “Elections are meant for administrative
purposes which is not our aim at the moment and will
be given a thought only after resolution of Kashmir.”

RASHID Ahmad
Srinagar, June 22
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Peace

process”

Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front chairman Mohammad Yasm Malik has just returned
from a visit to Pakistan. A consistent campaigner for Kashmiri representation in any talks,
he tells Shujaat Bukhari that his next step is to build public opinion in India for this.

How would you differentiate between your
recent visit to Pakistan from the last time
when you crossed over as a militant in 19897

I have been to “Azad Kashmir” eight times
before. The people of Pakistan have love for
us. This time the difference vis-a-vis our
issue was visible. Earlier, if you took a pro-
Pakistan line they would listen to you. But
now the situation is different. They have
unconditional love for Kashmiris. They just
want that Kashmiris should be happy.

You were part of a delegation of separatists
who apparently have the same goal. But you
took an entirely different line. Why?

First let me make clear that it is not a
dialogue process. It was a consultative proc-
ess and I had gone with a transparent agenda
that talks between India and Pakistan over
Kashmir are going on but we come to know
through the media. Kashmiris as a nation
feel humiliated. We are for the peace proc-
ess, we are for flexibility. But Kashmiris
should be involved in that process.

You are for complete independence . Do you
think Pakistan supports that?

See there are different types of people,
civil society is there, and the media are
there. As such the people of Pakistan have no
problem with that. They are happy.

What about the state (of Pakistan)?

In India and Pakistan there has always
been a policy of favouritism as far as the
Kashmiri leadership is concerned. To push
forward the peace process it is necessary to
put an end to that. Kashmiris should have
confidence that the leader who is talking on
their behalf will represent them and not
India or Pakistan. I told President Mushar-
raf that we will represent ourselves. And it is
in the national interest of India and Pakistan
to include Kashmiris at the peace table.

But don’t you think that both countries have
moved forward on Kashmir?

If they move forward I am happy. I will be

Yasin Malik ...

happier if they resolve Kashmir. If you want
peace and if you want to resolve the issue
make Kashmiris part of it. Don’t humiliate
them. We are victims, we are dying for peace.

But Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has said that
Kashmiris have been accepted as a party to
the dispute.

No. We will find that out only when Tariq
Aziz (Pakistan’s National Security Adviser)
and Narayanan (India’s National Security
Adviser) talk and a Kashmiri representative
is there. When a decision is taken we should
be there and it should not be a photo
opportunity.

What do you think should be the modus
operandi?

I appealed to the people of Pakistan to
write a letter to their President to impress
upon the Government to include Kashmiris,

? ALY wqo:

striking an independent note. - PHOTO: REUTERS.

And T am planning to visit all parts of India
and mobilise public opinion in favour of it.

You said it is a consultative process. You
have met Pakistan's President and Prime
Minister. Why don't you meet Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to carry this process
forward?

I think it is anticipatory. There is no men-
tion of that yet. You are asking me this ques-
tion and there is no such indication.

You talk about a consultative process but
why do you shy away from meeting the
Indian Government? Are you waiting for an
invitation?

I am-telling you I am going. It’s not a
question of invitation. I am going to assess
the situation. Only then I can talk.

You were critical of the PoK leadership.

THE MINDU

What was the reason?

Kashmiris have made sacrifices. They
have lost their dear ones. The PoK lead-
ership has a responsibility towards the
Kashmiri people. They should fulfil that.
This bus [from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad] is
also [the] outcome of sacrifices. On February
11,1992, when JKLF [activists] tried to cross
the ceasefire line 12 [persons] were killed.
They were from “Azad Kashmir.” The Kash-
miri leadership should play a pro-Kashmiri
role. Not the state role whether in India or
Pakistan. They have state policies.

In the beginning you were opposed to
Confidence Building Measures.

1 was never against the CBMs. This bus is
the biggest creative CBM. But it was “sold”
in a different way and again Kashmiris were
not part of it. That is my concern. Kashmiris
leaders spoke for Manmohan Singh and Per-
vez Musharraf praising them for the bus.

Mainstream parties are there. They too have
support. Separatists also enjoy support.
Who do you think represents the Kashmiris?

There is confusion. The Government of
India says the elected representatives repre-
sent the Kashmiris and Pakistan says some-
thing else. It can be solved through a
democratic process, not through Assembly
and Parliament elections. Elect one repre-
sentative from one district. People-to-peo-
ple contact in both countries has reached a
level. You can have credible citizens from
both sides and then can conduct it.

There were many controversies, which
followed you. One was about Sheikh Rashid.

My statement was presented out of con-
text. When in 1990 we were thrown on the
roadside in Pakistan he gave us his farm-
house. We can never forget that gesture. I
never mentioned a training camp and guns.
A newspaper, which has doubtful creden-
tials in Pakistan, played this mischief.

But New Delhi reacted without going into
the real context, which is unfortunate.
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“Our talks def

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: After spending two
weeks in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), the
nine leaders of the All-Parties
Hurriyat Conference, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF) and the Demo-
cratic Freedom Party (DFP) re-
turned to a low key reception
here on Thursday.

Though the Hurriyat leaders
talked about positive indicators
of taking the dialogue forward,
JKLF chairman Yasin Malik said
he would continue his struggle
for ensuring a seat for the “Kash-
miris” on peace table.

Amid tight security arrange-
ments all along the 118-km road
from here to Kaman Post, Hurri-
yat chairman Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, his colleagues Abdul Gani
Bhat, Moulvi Abbas Ansari, Bilal
Lone and Fazl Haque Qureshi,
crossed the Line of Control with
optimism saying that leadership
in Pakistan and PoK had sup-
ported their triangular approach
to resolve the Kashmir issue.

“We held talks with a cross
section of the leadership. It has
definitely helped in continuing
the process for finding an amica-
ble and acceptable solution to
the Kashmir problem,” Mirwaiz
Farooq said. “But we feel that it
needed to be strengthened and
taken forward in order to
achieve desired results,” he add-
ed.

The Mirwaiz said there were
“positive indicators” from both
India and Pakistan and “we will
begin consultations within and
outside state.”

Upbeat with what he called
“complete unanimity in Pakis-
tan and PoK” on the Hurriyat’s
triangular approach and the in-
volvement of the Kashmiris, the
Mirwaiz said: “I think the need is
to keep on going in that

£ / ‘Q: ?'nff"'

direction”

The Mirwaiz termed the visit
as “first step” towards involve-
ment in the peace process and
said: “We are happy that we have
been recognised as a party.”

To a question on their talks
with militant leader Syed Sala-
huddin on ceasefire, the Hurri-
yat chief said: “The Kashmiri
movement is being undertaken
at various levels and there is
need to combine...” But he pre-
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Positive indicators from both India aie rival to U.S. superpower.
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Tensions between the U.S. and Eu
rope surfaced again last week in a ver
different context — in an argument ove:
how Western countries should assis
African Union peacekeepers attemptiny
to curb the genocidal violence in Sudan”
Darfur region. Leave aside for now the
question of whether such assistance i:
too little, too late. The row bore scan
relation to the humanitarian exigencie:
of the moment.

It centred instead on whether the
EU’s nascent, collective defence force:
or U.S.-led North Atlantic Treaty Orga
nisation (NATO) should lead a logistica
support operation.

The U.S. has long viewed Europear
attempts to create an independent de-
fence capability with suspicion. France
has long seen such a development as ar
essential part of Europe’s ambition tc
counter-balance the U.S. In the event ¢
compromise was found. But the argu
ment left abad taste.

“The priorities are profoundly wrony
if NATO and the EU let their turf battl
come before protecting the lives of civil
ians,” said Peter Takirambudde, Afric:
director for Human Rights Watch.

Diverging viewpoints

Diverging U.S. and European view
points were in evidence again during th
recent visit to Israel of British Foreig
Secretary Jack Straw. No sooner had h:
arrived than Mr. Straw found himsel
defending his decision, backed by othe
EU countries, to open low-level contact
with the Hamas’ political wing. Hama
enjoyed considerable successes in re
cent municipal elections.

Such contacts are anathema to botl
the U.S. and Israel, which regard th
Hamas as a terrorist organisation wit]
no legitimate role. The EU and Britair
on the other hand, anticipating furthe
Hamas successes in coming Palestinia
parliamentary polls, argue that the Wes
cannot encourage democratic engage
ment and then reject the people’
choices.

Similar trans-Atlantic strains are af
parent over how best to deal with Iran’
nuclear programmes — with the EU er
gaging in dialogue and the U.S. standin
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ulwama blast’

')‘h*‘m Explodes simplistic theories 17/;(\\0 b

t would be easy, and tempting, to explain away the blast in

Pulwama as a sign of militants getting desperate over
dwindling public support, as a bid to disrupt normality during
the tourist season, or even as a message to the returning
Hurriyat moderates who spoke out against violence during
their trip to Pakistan. That would be over-simplistic. The grim
reality is that militancy remains entrenched and even as the
chief minister vigorously pursues his policy of reconciliation,
the security drive must continue in top gear. No contradic-

tions should be seen in that, for only when the pressure

mounts does the violence dissipate a little. Rather than
attempt to draw inferences from militant action, there must
be a determination to render them inactive, and comparing
statistics of “incidents” over the years will prove pointless.
Inputs from the militancy front are not encouraging, even
though the overall climate may have improved somewhat.

. The reported use of chemicals to cut openings in the barbed

wire fencing along the LoC, and the use of more sophis-
ticated weapons and equipment indicate that the reservoir of .
finances and munitions are not drying up. Wireless intercepts
confirm that the operations are well planned and coordinated
— perhaps the only change is that fewer locals are picking up

~ the gun. Good, but not great because foreign mercenaries are

16

not in short supply. On the ground it makes only marginal
difference if Pakistan’s “sponsorship” has declined or is more
covert: a bullet kills, a bomb blast decimates, who foots the
bill for it- is of academic interest. What matters is that
somebody paid for it in blood. The ceasefire along the LoC is
not to be confused with a drop in militant activity. It is
fashionable to use a telescope when viewing every positive
sign in Jammu and Kashmir but to invert that instrument
when looking at the negative. That is dangerous, the peace
dividend is still some way from being harvested. All plans on
further troop cuts, or using more police instead of military
must be examined afresh. Pulwama permits little else. /
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_FREEDOM SANS INDEPENDENCE’
Hurriyat in
autonomy

5"

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, June 15. —
Giving a tacit backing to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s
“autonomous Kashmir sans inde-
pendence” formula, the moderate
faction of the Hurriyat Confe-
rence today said that it would go
ahead with it if there was a con-
sensus on the proposal.

Gen. Musharraf, on a visit to
Australia at present, was quoted
by the media as saying at Canberra
that a complete independence for
Kashmir would not be acceptable
to both India and Pakistan and an
“autonomous Kashmir” was his
“earnest desire” if some consensus
could be developed on it.

Bilal Lone, one of the Hurriyat
leaders touring Pakistan with a
Kashmiri separatists’ delegation,
said: “President Musharraf has his
own point of view. If there is a con-
sensus, we will go ahead with it.
What is.the problem with it? The
suffering of the Kashmiri people
has to end. Violence should take a
back seat now. Let us give this
peace process a chance.”

Lone, representing the People’s
Conference, a constituent of the
Hurriyat faction led by Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, said several propos-
als, including one on an autonomo-
us Kashmir, had been discussed
during the meeting with Gen.
Musharraf. The Kashmiri leaders
will be winding up their fortnight-
long trip tomorrow.

Lone said: “Musharraf being the
President and chief of army is in a
commanding position. If we cannot
solve it (the Kashmir issue) now, it
would be a tragedy for the people
of Kashmir and India.”

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front leader Yasin Malik, an advo-
cate of independence, however,

16 Juw onge it
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No celebrations’

SRINAGAR, June 15. — Grieved over
the heavy loss of life and property in
the wake of the bomb blast in
Pulwama, the moderate faction of the
Hurriyat Conference today called on
the people to cancel the reception
arranged for their delegation returning
from Pakistan tomorrow. A statement
quoting Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq said: ‘| appeal to the .
people to desist from organising recep-
tions or taking out welcome proces-
sions on the occasion of the return of
the Hurriyat delegation from Pakistan
in view of the mayhem witnessed in
Pulwama on Monday.” Mirwaiz asked
the people to go to the Jamia Masjid
on Friday as the delegation members
would apprise the people of their visits
to Pakistan and PoK. — PTI

declined to react to President
Musharraf’s comments. “Let us
leave it aside. We had an excellent
visit to Pakistan where we had the
stamp of approval for the inclusion
of Kashmiris in the peace process,”
said Malik, who had held separate
talks with Gen. Musharraf. He
claimed that the response he had
received during the visit to
Pakistan was a “mandate” for the
involvement of Kashmiris in the
India-Pakistan peace process.
Malik said India and Pakistan
should stop indulging in “favo-
uritism” by backing different lead-
ers. “I am representing the Kash-
miri people’s aspirations,” he said.

Lone, significantly, lashed out
at hardline Hurriyat leader Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, saying: “I am
not concerned about Geelani. It is
a big process between India and
Pakistan which I do not think any-
one will try to derail. We have to
be a part of this process.”

‘Malik spoke the truth’: page 5
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A visit and its balance-sheet

The Hurriyat faction is aware of the battle ahead of it from the separatists as

well as the ‘pro-India’ political forces as it gets down to the task of convincing

the various constituencies about its new line of thinking.

B. Muralidhar Reddy

AS THE visit by the Kashmir

leaders to Pakistan and Pakis-

tan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)

ahistoric event or a mere pho-
to opportunity? This is the topic of debate
among them as they wind up their first for-
mal, fortnight-long visit to Pakistan.

As they were about to return to Srinagar
on June 16 by the Muzaffarabad-Srinagar
bus, the delegation remained sharply divid-
ed on the outcome.

The Hurriyat faction led by its chairman,
Mirwaiz Omar Farooq, is convinced that
their first such visit to Pakistan and the PoK
has proved to be ‘historic’ and that a solution
to Kashmir might be closer today than ever
before.

The only dissenting voice in the delega-
tion comes from the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) leader, Yasin Ma-
lik. Even if he is not prepared to say it in so
many words, his supporters do not mince
any words in suggesting that the visit is no
more than a ‘photo-op’. As they see it,itis a
matter of weeks before Mr. Malik will be
pitted against the Mirwaiz faction led by the
Hurriyat.

Changed world realities

Mr. Farooq and Co. are not only reconcil-
ed to the prospect of a negotiated India-
Pakistan settlement on Kashmir but also
resigned to a radical departure from the tra-
ditional stance on the 1948 U.N. Resolutions
on Kashmir. Citing the changed world real-
ities post-9/11, they have openly been talk-
ing about the need to be ‘realistic, pragmatic
and conciliatory’.

The JKLF chief, who favours an inde-
pendent Jammu and Kashmir, wants a cen-
tral place for Kashmiris on the negotiating
table. His argument is that Kashmiris alone
can decide their fate and that neither India
nor Pakistan has any business to be formu-
lating a Kashmir solution.

He has publicly disagreed with the Mir-
waiz that their visit marks the beginning of a
triangular process towards a resolution of
the Kashmir issue.

The visiting Hurriyat faction is aware of
the battle ahead of it from the separatists as
well as the ‘pro-India’ political forces as it
gets down to the task of convincing the vari-
ous constituencies about their new line of
thinking.

In anticipation of the flak from the har-
dliners, Mr. Farooq has been maintaining
the refrain that the time has come to change
the meaning of several ‘words’ in Kashmir.

In response to criticism of his statement
that the time has come to move beyond the
U.N. Resolutions on Kashmir, Mr. Farooq
has been saying that the term ghaddar (be-
trayer) needs to be redefined.

For fear of incurring the wrath of the
hardliners, the moderate faction has been

LONE VOICE OF DISSENT: JKLF chief Mohammed Yasin Malik.
- PHOTO: REUTERS

subdued in its welcome of the latest propos-
al made by Pakistan President Pervez Mush-
arraf on an ‘autonomous Kashmir’.

Bilal Lone, the People’s Conference lead-
er and a supporter of Mr. Farooq, said that
Kashmiris should have no problem with the
thinking of Gen. Musharraf on Kashmir as
long as there was a consensus on it. Gen.
Musharraf, currently on a visit to Australia,
was quoted by the local media as saying in
Canberra that an ‘autonomous Kashmir’
was his ‘earnest desire’ if some consensus
could be developed on it.

He also said that complete independence

THE HiNDU

for Kashmir would not be acceptable to In-
dia or Pakistan.

‘Give peace a chance’

Bilal Lone, one of the Hurriyat leaders
touring Pakistan as a part of the nine-mem-
ber delegation of Kashmiri separatist lead-
ers, told Indian journalists in Islamabad:
“President Musharraf has his own point of
view. If there is a consensus decision, we will
go ahead with it. What is the problem with
it? The suffering of [the] Kashmiri people
has to end. [A} lot of blood was shed. Vio-
lence should take [the] back seat now. Let us

gL o

GG x"

give this peace process a chance.”

Mr. Lone said during their recent meeting
with Gen. Musharraf that several proposals
including one for an autonomous Kashmir
were discussed.

“Anything that satisfies maximum politi-
cal thoughts in Kashmir, we should not say
‘no’ to it. We should just go behind it. Mush--
arraf, being the President and {the] Chief of
[the] Army [Staff] is in a commanding post-
tion. If we cannot solve it now it would be &
tragedy for people of Kashmir and India,” he
said.

The other view

Yasin Malik, an advocate of independ-
ence, however, declined to react to Gen.
Musharraf's comments. “Let us leave it
aside. We had an excellent visit to Pakistan
where we had the stamp of approval for
inclusion of Kashmiris in the peace process.”

Mr. Malik, who held talks with Gen.
Musharraf separately, claimed that the re-
sponse he received during the visit to Pakis-
tan was a “mandate” for the involvement of
the Kashmiris in the peace process.

He wanted India and Pakistan to stop
their ‘favouritismy’ in Kashmir by backing
different leaders. o

Mr. Lone lashed out at the hardline Hurri-
yat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, who has
opposed the peace process and attempted to
project the faction led by Mr. Farooq as
ghaddaar. “I am not concerned about Geela:
ni. It is a big process between India and
Pakistan, which I do not think anyone will
try to derail. Derailing is out of question. We
have to be part of this process. I respect him -
as [an] individual but it is not necessary that
1 go with his ideology. [The] people of Kash-
mir and [the] political leaders cannot re-
main hostage to [a] single particular
individual,” he said.

“He may have his way with ideology, if’
tomorrow [the] people of Kashmir adopt his !
ideology I cannot help it. Let them go behind :
him. But what I foresee at this point of time
is that [the] people of Kashmir are not with
his ideology. That is it,” he said.

Mr. Lone said his group was not unduly
concerned over the refusal of the militant
groups, specially the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen,
to hold talks with them officially. Hizb lead:
er Syed Salahuddin had declined to back the
moderate Hurriyat faction against Mr.
Geelani.

“If Salahuddin has not met us this time, no-
problem, we will meet him next time,” he
said. He added that leaders of several other-
militants groups, including Pakistan-based
outfits, met them.

“Everybody came here. There is posturing
outside and inside and there is no question”
of rebuff. It was his [Salahuddin’s] decision. -
If he thinks it was good that is his problem.
Our doors were kept open for everyone. We
had streams of visitors during our stay here,”
Mr. Lone said.



/BJP up in arms against UPA over

security arrangemeni\;n

_Our Pohtlca| Bureau

"~ NEW DELHI 14 JUNE

day after a car bomb det-
onated by terrorists left
14 people dead and over
a 100 injured at Pulwama in
south Kashmir, the BJP came
down heavily on the UPA gov-
ernment for lowering the guard
in the violence-ravaged state.
Condemning the Pulwama in-
cident, the BJP demanded an all-
party meeting to discuss, among
other things, the recent spurt in
cross-border terrorism in the val-
| ley, the Hurriyat visit to Pakistan
and the initiatives taken by the
Manmohan Singh government
to further the peace process.
Taken together with the its de-
termination to rake up in Parlia-
" ment the government’s failure to
rein in the Hurriyat leaders, the
strongattack mounted by the BJP
against the UPA government on
the issue Pulawama bomb blasts
signals the party’s determination
to pursue the matter. It is now col-
lecting statistics to buttress its ar-
gument that jehadi violence had,
in fact, gone up in the state ever
since the UPA came to power.

“The government seems to be-
lieve that terrorism-related vio-
lence has decreased considerably
following the improvement in
ties between the two countries.
We had warned the ruling coali-
tion against relaxing the vigil by

the armmed forces,” BJP
spokesperson Prakash Javadekar
said here on Tuesday afternoon.
The UPA government owes an
explanation to the people for the
increase in the incidences of
cross-border terrorism, he said He
added: “The Pulwama incident
should serve as an eye-opener.”
The BJP spokesperson ex-
pressed surprise over the com-
monality in languages used by
Hurriyat leaders and Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf. “The
two sides trumpeted the permis-
sion granted to the separatist lead-
ers to travel to Pakistan without
Indian passports as proof that the
Kashmir vailey was a disputed
territory. The Indian government
has so far failed to react to their as-
sertions,” he alleged. The BJP
leader warned the government
against being complacent and be-
ing overtaken by the hype sur-
rounding the peace talks.
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VHP wants Advani

Our Political Bureau
"~ NEWDELHI 14 JUNE

HE VHP on Tuesday ratch-

I eted up its confrontation

with BJP president LK Ad-
vani, seeking his ouster from the
post for his remarks accrediting
Muhammed Ali Jinnah with the
“secular” tag, and for expressing
remorse over the demolition of
the Babri Masjid at Ayodhya.

Mr Advani, once idolised as
the Hindutva mascot for his role
in the Ayodhya
movement, was ac-
cused by the VHP of
betraying the Hindu
cause and asked to
quit politics.

The RSS affiliate
adopted two resolu- §
tions — one on Mr
Advani and the oth-
er on the BJP —on [
the inaugural day of the meetmg
ofits margdarshak mandal — the
VHP's highest policy-making
body. In keeping with the strident
tone it bas adopted against the
BJP president ever since he made
his re-appraisal of the founder
Pakistan, the VHP came down
heavily on him.

The resolution on Mr Advani,
moved by the general secretary of
the Sant Samiti, Hans Das, de-
scribed him as a “betrayer” of the
Hindu cause and asked him to
step down from the posts of BJP
president, leader of the Opposi-
tion and the membership of the
Lok Sabha. He should quit poli-

«Vto quit top job

tics altogether, was the resolu-
tion’s advice.

If he failed to act on the advice,
it asked the BJP to seek Mr Ad-
vani'souster and replace hir with
a “pro-Hindu” leader. Mr Advani,
the VHP alleged, had converted
the party into “Bharatiya Jinnah
Party”. Demanding that Mr Ad-
vani apologise to the Hindu sode-
ty for his atterpts to appease
Muslims, the resolution said the
BJP-led coalition at the Centre
had faxled to fulfil any of the items
mentioned in the

40-point Hindu
Agenda.
The resolutions

adopted on the in-
} augural day of the
two-day-long meet-
ing at Hardwar sig-
nalled the complete
collapse of relations
between the two
armsof the RSS. Even though ties
between the two sides had been
on the downslide ever since the
BJP-led coalition came to power
at the Centre, it touched a nadir
early this month when Mr Ad-
vani, during his six-day-long trip
to Pakistan, described the Ayod-
hya demolition as the “saddest”
day of his life and also made his
now-famous remarks on Jinnah.

It provoked the firebrand VHP
general secretary, Mr Praveen To-
gadia to brand Mr Advani as “a
traitor” who hadlet the Hindu so-
cety down — remarks was for
which he was ticked off later by
the RSS chief.
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Salahuddin rejects
Hurriyat peace call

Favours arm

X

Islamabad, June 12 ‘}
‘T

THE HIZBUL Mujahideen
has rejected the moderate
Hurriyat’s call asking mil-
itants to take the back seat
and support the political
leadership in finding a so-
lution to the Kashmir is-
sue. It, instead, feels that
the situation in the Valley
warrants an armed strug-
gle. “The situation (in Ka-
shmir) has aggravated and
warrants an armed strug-
gle all the more,” Hizbul
leader Sayed Salahuddin
said from Muzaffarabad in
PoK, in response to Hurr-
iyat leader Mirwaiz Umar
Faroog’s call.

He claimed that it was
due to the sacrifices made
by militants that Kashmir
had come out of cold stor-
age to become the focus of
global attention. “Visits to
Delhi Darbar and Pakistan
had become possible due to
the very sacrifices. No po-
litical or diplomatic activi-
ty could see success with-
out patronising an organ-
ised and effective armed
struggle,” he said.

Salahuddin, who oper-
ates from the PoK capital
as also Rawalpindi, also
rejected Faroog’s asser-
tions that UN resolutions
on Kashmir have failed to
deliver. “Launch of differ-
ent options, while openly
deviating from the UN res-
olutions, is a

ed strug

¥ e

gle for Kashmiris

/

Salahuddin: Guns over roses

engaged in militancy
should also be taken into
confidence.”

Salahuddin’s remarks
came after Farooq met him
and sought his support for
the peace process and
called him to join the “tri-
angular” dialogue process
on Kashmir. Salahuddin,

who backs the

condemnable
attempt to
deprive the 56-
year-old free-
dom struggle
of its strong
historic, moral
and legal ba-

Visits to Delhi
Darbar and
Pukistan have
become possible due
fo the armed

hardline Hurr-
iyat leader Sy-
ed Ali Shah Ge-
elani, also re-
jected the Mir-
waiz’ appeal to
nominate a Hi-
zbul represen-

se,” Salahud- tative to the
din, who he- struggle APHC's mod-
ads the United  _ .., eratefaction.

Jehad Council Syed salahuddin “The milit-
(UJC), a con- ant leaders do

glomerate of militant gro-
ups, was quoted as saying
by Dawn on Sunday.

According to him, the
militant groups want the
UN resolutions to be made
a basis for efforts to ach-
ieve an acceptable solut-
ion to Kashmir.

In an interview to the
same newspaper Farooq,
once again, appealed to
the militant groups, say-
ing, “The need of the hour
is to focus on a political
settlement of the Kashmir
problem. “Those who are

,? ; 7H~ )ﬂn,

not need to join the APHC,
but they are keeping a vig-
ilant eye on political and
diplomatic activities while
carrying on their basic im-
portant task,” he said.
Farooq termed his visit
to Pakistan and his plans
to meet Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on his
return as a triangular dia-
logue process whereas Gee-
lani and Salahuddin insist
on tripartite talks to facili-
tate direct participation of
Kashmiri leaders in the In-
dia-Pak dialogue process.

THE HIDUSTA

‘Next year crucial’

THE KASHMIR issue has “now
reached resolution phase” and
the next year or so will be “very
crucial” in the context of re-
solving the problem, moderate
Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq said.

Farooq, who is on a visit to
Pakistan along with eight other
Kashmiri separatist leaders
from the Valley, also supported
Pakistan President Pervez Mu-
sharraf’s proposal on involve-
ment of the international co-
mmunity as guarantor in any
agreement that would be
reached with India to resolve
the vexed issue.

Agencies
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'India keen to open trade:
routes with Aksai Chin

Ajay Kaul

LEH (J&K) 1TJUNE

,5_'_

FFIRMING India’s com-
A mitment to settle the is-
sue of Aksai Chin with

China and Baltistan with Pak-
istan peacefully through talks,
Prime Minister Manmohan Sin-
gh on Saturday said efforts would
be made to open trade routes
with these areas currently under
“foreign occupation”. He said
talks would be held with China
for opening up of the route to
Kailash Mansarovar through
Ladakh so that the time of pil-
grimage to one of the most sacred
religious place could be reduced.
“A big part of Ladakh, Aksai
Chin, is under foreign occupa-
tion. In the same way, Baltistan
(in Northern areas under Pak-
istani occupation) is under con-
trol of foreign troops,” he saidina
public meeting after laying the
foundation stone for a 45 MW
hydel power project here. “We
are firmly determined to resolve
these problems through talks
with China and Pakistan so that

—_—

JUN N0% rhg Ec

Vlsmﬁ Péﬁsmz: Mamoan Singh
releasing Ladakh Vision 2025 in
Leh on Saturday. - PTI

people of (J&K) can lead a peace-
ful life and can utilise their cre-
ative energy to take the state to
new frontiers,” he added.

Aksai Chin is a part of J&K oc-
cupied by Pakistan in 1947 and
later ceded to China. Dr Singh
noted in earlier times, trading
used to be done through Ladakh
with Xinkiang (China) and Cen-
tral Asia. “I will make an effort to
ensure that relations with China
improve and new trade routes

CJt
qomic

are opened with that country.”

Earlier, Dr Singh said efforts |
were being made to open the °
route between Kargil and Skardu
in Pak-occupied Northern areas
as people wanted to have trade
relations with Baltistan and
Gilgit. Dr Singh, who laid the
foundation stone for a 44 MW
power project in Kargil earlier,
said the people of the state were
suffering a lot of problems be-
cause of conflict with Pakistan.

Recalling the 1999 Pakistani
aggression in Kargil, Dr Singh
said “Our effort is to ensure that
such dangers donotrecur. That is
why we have started talks with
Pakistan government to ensure
permanent end to mutual con-
flicts and so that people of two
countries could live peacefully...
in this regard an important deci-
sion has been taken on opening
of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service after 55 years.”

Dr Singh announced a grant of
Rs 10 crore each for Ladakh Au-
tonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC), Kargil and
LAHDC, Leh. —PTI
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" FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2005

/ The Hurriyat visit
1¢wand beyond v,

he. ongoing visit to Pakistan of several leadégs of

the All-Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) has

belied the negative expectations of those outside

and inside government who felt the exercise might
somehow compromise India’s interests. Not only has this
not happened, the visit has served to get a better focus on the
peace process that is ineluctably taking shape. In all their
public utterances across the Line of Control and in Pakistan
proper, the Hurriyat leaders have conducted themselves
with restraint and even dignity. By emphasising the primacy
of politics over militancy, they have endorsed a key element
of the April 18 joint statement by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and President Pervez Musharraf: terrorism must
not be allowed to impede the peace process. Even as they
sought to emphasise the need for the “true representatives”
of Jammu and Kashmir to be included in any discussion on
the State’s future, the APHC visitors avoided saying or doing
anything that might derail or retard the current bilateral
dialogue. The Pakistani leadership, for the most part, also
appears to have stuck to a sober script. When General
Musharraf met the Hurriyat leaders, he stopped short of
reiterating Islamabad’s earlier demand that the separatist
grouping should be given a seat at the negotiating table.
Instead, he said that any permanent settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute would be possible only if the wishes and aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people were taken into account.

The Hurriyat visit should also help shore up the domestic
constituency for peace in Pakistan. The perception, of a
number of Pakistanis is that Islamabad is conceding “too
much” by way of normalisation in exchange for little or no
‘change in New Delhi’s position. This is, in fact, untrue. One
instance of the new flexibility on the Indian side is the
Manmohan Singh Government’s virtual encouragement to
the Hurriyat leaders to undertake their yatra to Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. Although there is still some residual
resentment in South Block over Pakistan’s violation of the
intra-Kashmir bus agreement in allowing them to travel
outside PoK, the Government would do well to move on. A
far more important issue for New Delhi to work on is the
pace and content of the internal peace process. The Hurriyat
leadership will return to India politically rejuvenated and
the indications are it is likely to accept the Government’s
invitation for talks. It is, therefore, essential that the Prime
Minister’s Office speed up the process of inter-ministerial
consultation so that there is some internal clarity about
what cards the Government can bring with it to the table.
The only thing worse than not talking is to talk without
being clear about what one wants. This is the mistake the
National Democratic Alliance Government made — with the
Hurriyat and, earlier, on the issue of autonomy. The United
Progressive Alliance Government must learn from this ex-
perience, and learn quickly.
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We can't force trip

Denies following US
roadmap for Kashmir

Islamabad, June 7

PAKISTAN HAS made it
clear to the visiting Kas-
hmiri separatist leaders
that it cannot “force” In-
dia to include them in
the dialogue to resolve
the Kashmir issue.

“Let us walk before
we run. We cannot force
India to include the Kas-
hmiri representatives in
the dialogue,” foreign
minister Khurshid Me-
hmood Kasuri said.

Pakistan has been try-
ing to persuade India to
include “genuine” rep-
resentatives of Kashmir
in the dialogue but has
not been successful, Ka-
suri told reporters after
a meeting with Hurriyat
chairman Mirwaiz Um-
ar Faroog and eight oth-
er leaders from Valley,
including JKLF leader
Yasin Malik in Islam-
abad on Tuesday.

Kasuri, however, said
Pakistan has been try-
ing to put “diplomatic
pressure” on India in
this regard.

* During the meeting,
which took place hours
before their talks with
Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf, the sepa-
ratist leaders discussed
the ongoing peace proc-
ess to resolve the Kash-
mir issue and their dem-
and for inclusion of Hu-
rriyat representatives
in the dialogue process
to make it trilateral.

Kasuri vehemently
denied allegations by
hard-line Hurriyat lead-
er Syed Ali Shah Geela-

" ni that Pakistan follow-
ed a US-drawn roadmap
on Kashmir. He said
similar allegations were

made in the past over
Iraq, but Pakistan neith-
er voted for the US inva-
sion of Iraq nor dis-
patched its army to
Baghdad at Americans’
request.

Geelani had turned
down Pakistan’s invita-
tion for the visit to the
country and PoK. Ka-
suri asserted that there
was no military solution
to the Kashmir issue.
“We cannot enforce a
military solution on In-
dia and vice-versa,” he
said, answering ques-
tions during a luncheon
hosted by him.

While pressing for
inclusion of Kashmiris
in the dialogue, Farooq
wanted the two counties
to speed up the process
with a set timeframe for
resolving the Kashmir
issue. “Right now, there
is too much delay in the
meetings held by India
and Pakistan over Kash-
mir. The dialogue shou-
1d be speeded up and he-
1d with a set timeframe,”
he said.

Farooq said Kasuri
has assured them that
no decision on resolving
the Kashmir issue wo-
uld be taken without in-
volving the Kashmiris.

He denied any US pre-
ssure, saying they have
been interacting with
various American offi-
cials and he has not
heard of any US road-
map on Kashmir. He also
said efforts were under-
way to take all leaders on
board, but the time has
come to move forward
even if some leaders de-
cline to join, apparently
referring to Geelani.

PTI
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artite talks: Kasuri

Pakistan foreign minister Khurshid Kasuri with Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and JKLF chief Yasin Malik in Islamabad.

Hizb won’t talk sans Geelani

HTC & Agencies
Islamabad, June 7
HIZBUL MUJAHIDEEN chief
Syed Salahuddin said that he
could not back peace moves or
any future solution unless
hardliner Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani was taken on board, the
media reported on Tuesday.

During the interaction
with  Hurriyat chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and
JKLF leader Yasin Malik in
Islamabad on Sunday,
Salahuddin also reportedly
advised the Mirwaiz to disas-
sociate himself from other
moderate leaders like Abdul
Ghani Bhat, Abbas Ansari
and Bilal Lone, whom Hizbul
“detested”.

On his part, the moderate

Hurriyat leaders sought
Salahuddin’s help in persuad-
ing Geelani to bring about
unity among all separatist
leaders.

The Indo-Pak peace proce-
ss and efforts to involve Kash-
mir leaders in the process
also figured in the talks.

Pak minister’s visit

An official communicati-
on has not come as yet from
Pakistan or Pakistan occupi-
ed Kashmir regarding the pr-
oposed visit of Pakistan’s in-
formation minister Sheikh
Rashid to Jammu and Kash-
mir on the June 15 by Muzza-
farabad-Srinagar bus, though
preparations have already be-
gun to welcome him in a

grand style. “There is no offi-
cial word with us”, a senior
government functionary told
Hindustan Times. “We've hea-
rd about his visit only throu-
gh the media”.

Sheikh Rashid, a close con-
fidant of President Pervez
Musharraf had expressed his
desire to visit Kashmir on the
bus that plies between two pa-
rts of Jammu and Kashmir.

He has some relatives in
the downtown part of Srina-
gar, the summer capital.

The government, however,
is excited about the first high-
profile visit from across the
border to this part on June 15.
“He will receive a red carpet
welcome”, the official said.

Chief minister Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed has already

extended “welcome” to the
Pakistan minister.

Sources revealed that a
“grand reception” awaits the
minister on his arrival and he
would be taken to sightseeing
to the famous tourist resorts
of Gulmarg, Pahalgam: He
would be lodged in the state
guesthouse at Cheshma Sh-
ahi, which offers panoramic
view of Srinagar city and the
vast expanse of Dal lake.

The All Parties’ Hurriyat
Conference and other sepa-
ratist leaders currently on a
visit to Pakistan are also
scheduled to return to India
on June 15. They have met
leaders of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz, and
minister for Kashmir affairs.
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‘KASHMIR’S DISPUTED STATUS RECOGNISED’

Pewéz
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peace price

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, June 4. - - Giving a twist to
India’s gesture in allowing Kashmiri scp-
aratist leaders to travel to Pakistan and
his pat for the move, President Pervez
Musharraf today said it was a recogni-
tion of the “disputed status” of Jammu
and Kashmir by both the countries.

Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and eight other separatist leaders
from the Kashmir Valley, including JKLF
leader Yasin Malik and a representative
of another Kashmiri leader, Shabbir
Shah, were flown from Pakistan-occu-
pied-Kashmir (PoK) into the Pakistani
capital by helicopters around the time
the Pakistani President was leaving on a
three-day visit to the UAE and Qatar. He
will, however, meet the leaders on his
return here.

The visit of the separatist leaders had
“great political significance because they
have not come on Indian passports and
visas issued by Pakistan,” the General
was quoted as saying by the state-run
APP news agency at Chaklala airbasc
before his departure.

So, he said: “It is the recognition of the
disputed status of India-held Kashmir by
both the countries.” India -earlicr
expressed reservations about the travel bv
the separatist leadcrq beyond Poxk on spe
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More CBMs, says Natwar

HONG KONG, June 4. — Stating that a
number of confidence-building measures
were in the pipeline to propel the peace
process with Pakistan, India today never-
theless made it clear that much would
depend on Islamabad honouring its
commitment to stopping cross-border
terrorism through “concrete actions”.
“We sincerely desire to find mutually
acceptable solutions to all outstanding
issues with Pakistan by carrying forward
the current composite dialogue process
and by making our gquest for abiding
peace irreversible,” India’s visiting exter-
nal affairs minister, Mr Natwar Singh,
said while addressing prominent mem-
bers of the Indian community here. PTI

cial permits but later issued them pass-
ports to facilitate it.

New Delhi, however, made it clear that
the onus for the travel by them beyond
PoK would be on Pakistan.

Describing the visit as “a very important
confidence-building measure,” Gen.
Musharraf said: “This is a great leap for-
ward in understanding flexibility being
shown by the both sides.” This should now
lead to a discussion in the resolution of the
Kashmir issue, he said.  Tae option is open

- we hope that it les & on to that.”
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The Hurri?%t visit conveys India’s serious

search for ways to end violence in Kashmir

HERE are some foreign policy
experts in India who are greatly
disturbed by the visit that the moder-
ate faction of the Hurriyat is currently
paying to Pakistan. They see it as evi-
dence of the Centre’s lack of a coher-
ent Kashmir policy. They are right
when they argue that New Delhi
should have been more pro-active in
ngaging with the Hurriyat and main-
taining a continuity with the dialogue
process that the NDA government
had initiated with one faction of the
Hurriyat Conference.

Having said that, we also need to
view the current peregrinations of the
Hurriyat team in perspective. First, it
follows Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s April visit to this country in
which he conceded for the first time the
possibility of borders in Kashmir be-
comingirrelevant. He followed this up
with the significant observation that the
answer to the Kashmir problem does
not lie in a religious solution. Given the
fact that the General’s observations
were bound to ruffle the feathers of the
hard-lners in Pakistan, they repre-

“sented significant concessions. By al-

lowingthe Hurriyat to visit Pakistan, In-

dia hasjust given the Pakistan establish-
ment some leeway in effecting an im-
portant change of course. Thereisalsoa
striking symbolism in the visit. Many of
these men who are currently visiting
Pakistan and speaking about putting an
end to violence and wanting to be in-
volved in the peace process, were the
very ones that the Pakistan Army had
used to stoke the fires of insurgency in
J&K in the lost decade of the nineties.
Today, their very words are testimony
to the changed ambience in J&K, a
state that has seen a free and fair elec-
tion and a significant reduction in the
blood-letting. ,

Of course visits of this kind are al-
ways a-gamble, and of course there
will be abrasive moments that will no
doubt rankle. But on balance this visit
does not compromise New Delhi’s
position in any significant way. Even
the little flurry over proper travel doc-
umentation has been straightened
out without loss of face. Significantly,
leaders like Abdul Ghani Bhat have
also indicated in Muzaffarabad that
their current programme will be fol-
lowed by talks with New Delhi. The
Centre must take it from there.

INDIAN EXFRESS
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B. Muralidhar Reddy 4 L
MUZAFFARABAD: The Line of Con-
trol is not the solution to the
Kashmir “dispute,” says Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir President
Sardar Muhammad Anwar
Khan. Speaking at a dinner he
hosted in honour of the visiting
Hurriyat delegation here at mid-
night on Thursday night, he said
making the LoC a point of dis-
pute would not resolve the Kash-
mir issue.

“The peace process
is moving forward
because of the
sacrifices made by
thousands of
Kashmiris"

“Kashmiris must be taken
along in the process of talks be-
tween India and Pakistan. Indi-
ans should be forced to accept
Kashmiris as part of the dis-
pute,” Mr. Khan said. He paid
tributes to the “sacrifices” made
by thousands of Kashmiris and
said the peace process was mov-
ing forward because of them.
‘Historic visit’

Mr. Khan regretted that the
United Nations “failed” to im-
plement its resolutions on the
lingering dispute. He termed the
Hurriyat visit “historic. ” {t was
also “historic” that the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference lead-
ers were visiting Islamabad
without visa.

Jammu Kashmir Liberation
Front chief Yasin Malik said
Kashmiris had “invested” in
their cause, making thousands of

0k 3N 008

“LoC a/border IS no solution”

Consider a role for Kashmiris in India-Pakistan talks: PoK President

WARM WELCOME: Pakistan-occupied Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar Sikandar Hayat Khan (centre), greets leader of
the All Parties Hurriyat Conference delegation Mirwaiz Umar Faroogq (right) during a meeting the team had with
the Legislative Assembly members in Muzaffarabad on Friday. The former president of the Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, Sardar Abdul Qayyum, looks on. - PHOTO: REUTERS

“sacrifices.” India and Paksitan
must consider a role for Kash-
miris in their talks to resolve the
dispute according to their
wishes.

‘Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz

THE Wit

Umar Farooq said the Kashmir
“dispute” would be resolved
when India, Pakistan and Kash-
miris moved forward together.
The purpose of the visit was to
talk to the leaders of Kashmir

and Pakistan. “We are ready to
talk on any proposal for the reso-
lution of the dispute. And our
case is so strong that we can put
itbefore the world in an emphat-
ic way.” PoK Prime Minister

Sardar Sikandar Hayat said the
atmosphere raised hopes that
the Kashmir issue would be re-
solved during the tenure of the
present governments in India
and Pakistan.
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| MUZAFFARABAD: The visiting All

i Parties Hurriyat Conference
leaders urged the leaders of Pa-
kistan occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and Pakistan to shed the notions
of “romanticism” associated
with the “struggle” of the Kash-
miris and prepare for a new role
in the “changed environment.”

This was on the eve of their
departure to Islamabad for talks
with Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf.

A meeting on Friday with
members of the PoK Assembly

i and Council, on the premises of
the PoK Parliament, provided
an opportunity to the Hurriyat
delegation to ventilate its griev-
ances against the leadership of
PoK and Pakistan.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani, leader
of the hard-line Hurriyat fac-
tion, was apparently the target
of criticism by the visitors for
his “negative approach” to the
India-Pakistan peace process
and efforts for resolution of the
Kashmir issue.

The clear message to him
from the moderate leaders was
that they were determined to
stay on course and work for the
goal of becoming relevant in the
evolving scenario.

It all started with the lament
by Bilal Ghani Lone of the Peo-
ple’s Conference on the plight of
“refugees,” those who crossed
the Line of Control either to join
the militants or for other rea-
sons, in PoK. He made a pas-
sionate plea to the PoK leaders
to facilitate the return of the ref-
* ugees back home.

Mr. Lone said the very fact
that the struggle of Kashmiris
had not yielded the desired re-
sults was a reflection of the
“mistakes” made by the leaders.
“Time has come for a new think-
ing and strategy to realise the
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o Time has come for a new
thinking and strategy to
realise the dreams of
Kashmiris

o Jehad waged with tongue
is more powerful than
the one waged with the
sword

o Leaders of PoK have to
take the maximum blame
for the deaths of 80,000
Kashmiris

dreams of Kashmiris,” he
observed.

Picking up the theme, Allama
Abbas Ansari said that a jehad
(holy war) waged with tongue
was more powerful than the one
waged with the sword. He said
the Holy Quran taught Muslims
to work towards the resolution
of issues peacefully and side
with those who fought peaceful-
ly than through arms.

Yasin Malik prefaced his
speech with the observation
that he had some “unpleasant”
views to convey to the gathering
and urged them to shed the cul-
ture of hypocrisy for the sake of
power and learn to speak the
truth. “Both in India and Pakis-
tan leaders of Kashmir are being
told to be content with 2,400
watt arclight attention from tel-
evision studios. Let us strive to
be leaders of people and not
media-made leaders,” he said.

He stunned the audience with
his observation that the leaders
of PoK had to take the maxi-
mum blame for the deaths of
80,000 Kashmiris. Bright and
young Kashmiris were sucked
into militancy thanks to roman-
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say Hurriyat leaﬁérsj:’:

'Message to PoK: stop romanticising Kashmiris' struggle

ticisation of the “freedom strug-
gle” Mr. Malik said: “You call
yourself elected representatives
of Kashmir. Tell me if any of you
have been taken into confidence
on the India-Pakistan peace
process and the efforts for reso-
lution of Kashmir.”

Without referring to anyone,
Abdul Ghani Bhat quoted fa-
mous poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz say-
ing that “let crows eat flesh of
my body bit by bit with the ex-
ception of my eyes. I could at
least see my beloved.” He said
there were critical gaps in the
collective political thinking of
Kashmiris and it needed to be
addressed immediately if they
had to march towards their goal.

He appealed to the audience
to give the visitors a patient
hearing on the plea that they
were victims. Mr. Bhatt said the
delegation had come with some
concrete ideas to improve the
situation of Kashmiris and
would like to hear some major
Confidence Building Measures
from the Pakistan side before
they left Pakistan. “We would be
leaving with a heavy heart if we
do not hear some major initia-
tives to provide comfort to the
Kashmiris,” he said.

The delegation leader Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq in his re-
marks said that the need of the
hour was to clearly define the
goal.

“We can always alter the
strategy as long as there is clar-
ity on the goal. Some people
think it is not right to change the
strategy. I do not agree with
them,” he said in what is consid-
ered a clear reference to har-
dliners like Mr. Geelani.

Mr. Farooq said the Hurriyat
was determined to make itself
“relevant” in the India and Pa-
kistan peace process and work
towards the objective of becom-
ing part of the process.
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Journey to PoK a “first step” towards resolution of the Kashmir issue

Shujaat Bukhari

KAMAN POST (LOC): A nine-mem-
ber delegation of separatist lead-
ers on Thursday boarded the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
(Karvan-e-Aman) and began its
historic visit to Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) and Pakis-
tan with a pledge to work as a
bridge between India and Pakis-
tan to resolve the long-standing
Kashmir problem.

Democratic Freedom Party
(DFP) chief Shabir Shah could
not join the group as he was de-
nied permission for having men-
tioned his nationality as
“Kashmiri” in the application
form for LoC permit and pass-
port. His trusted lieutenant, Mo-
hammad  Abdullah Taari,
replaced him,

Even as the bus began its
fourth trip carrying 23 passen-
gers, the leaders of the moderate
Hurriyat Conference left in their
cars in a procession up to Sala-
mabad. The journey, termed by
Hurriyat leaders a “first step” to-
wards the resolution of the
Kashmir issue, started from Ra-
jouri Kadal, ancestral home of
Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq. He led a few thou-
sand people and reached the

- Hurriyat Conference headquar-
ters at Rajbagh to join colleagues
Moulvi Abbas Ansari, Abdul Ga-
ni Bhat, Fazl Haque Qureshi and
Bilal Gani Lone.

The Mirwaiz and other lead-
ers, who were waving to the
crowd, were followed by their
supporters amidst chanting of
slogans “We want freedom; Hur-
riyat leaders go ahead, we are
with you.”

The journey up to Uri, last
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major town on this side of the
Line of Control was smooth, but
the crowd turned violent as au-
thorities did not allow them to
accompany their leaders up to
the Kaman Post.

Around 5.30 p.m. all the lead-
ers crossed Aman Setu (Peace
Bridge). The leaders, followed by
a battery of mediapersons, were
seen off by Baramulla Deputy
Commissioner Rohit Kansal and
SSP Munir Khan. Chowdary Lia-
gat Hussain, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Muzaffarabad, was the
first to greet them from the oth-
er side.

“It is a sad feeling as I have
crossed this LoC eight times
with my friends who are no more
in this world” said JKLF chief
Yasin Malik, who reached the
Kaman Post without fanfare.

Before leaving for Muzaffara-
bad, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said
the Hurriyat was going with an
open mind to involve all those
associated with the Kashmir is-
sue to find an amicable solution.
“Our struggle has come from the
battlefield to the negotiating ta-
ble so we will try to evolve a
consensus and our endeavour
will be to have a joint effort be-
tween the leaderships of Pakis-
tan and Azad Kashmir to achieve
our goal” he sald, adding “Kash-
miris have to show a vision, a
sign of maturity.”

The Mirwaiz said the “free-
dom struggle” had entered a cru-
cial phase and “we are happy
that the Kashmiris have been
recognised as a party to the dis-
pute as we are being allowed to
hold separate talks with Pakis-
tan ... I hope India will have fur-
ther realisation of the situation
and will continue the peace
process with the same zeal.”

THE i

THE FIRST STEP: Leaders of the moderate faction of the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq (second from right) at the Kaman Bridge
on Thursday, just before they crossed the Line of Control on their way to Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir. PHOTOQ: AFP
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Geelani faction rejects

Pakistan's invitation
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Separatist leaders will not board the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus on June 2

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: The hard-line faction
of the All-Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference, led by Syed Ali Geelani,
on Sunday rejected the Pakistan
Government’s invitation to visit
“Azad Kashmir.” It decided not
to board the Srinagar-Muzaffa-
rabad bus on June 2.

After a six-hour meeting of
the Hurriyat general council,
Mr. Geelani told presspersons:
“We are thankful to the Pakistan
Government for extending the
invitation to us but we do not
feel that our visit will serve any
purpose.”

Reiterating his stand that the
Centre was denying Kashmiris
“their right to self-determina-
tion,” he said: “Pakistan is sup-
porting our stand on the right to
self-determination. So, with
which demand would we be go-
ing to meet them?”

On the other hand, “it is India
which has been denying us the
right. So, I do not think our visit
to Pakistan is warranted at this
stage.”

Dissenting voices

Mr. Geelani admitted that
there were voices of dissent at
the meeting. “But it was a major-
ity decision and they [dissent-
ers] agreed to abide by this
decision.”

Out of the 17 constituents,
four are reported to have shown
keenness to visit Pakistan.

v Qo

“| have a desire to
visit Pakistan but |
would like to visit as a
free Kashmiri and not
as a slave”

Asked about this, he said: “I have
a desire to visit Pakistan but I
would like to visit as a free Kash-
miri and not as a slave.”

Triparite talks

Asked about other separatist
leaders, including those from
the moderate faction, taking up
the journey, Mr. Geelani said: “If
they return with a decree for
Azadi [freedom], I will be the
first person to garland them. But
look at the attitude of New Delhi.
They are not allowing them to
move beyond ‘Azad Kashmir.’
The Kashmir issue needs to be
resolved through tripartite talks
with Kashmiris, the basic party
to the dispute.”

‘Restore principled stand’

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf must restore Islama-
bad’s “principled stand” on
Kashmir.

“I told him during my recent
meeting and I repeat: ‘you have
shown flexibility, but India has
not. So it is better to go back on
Pakistan’s policy on Kashmir
and support our just and genu-
ine cause,” he said.

¥

NO TO INVITE: Syed Ali Shah Geelani, chairman of All Parties Hurriyat Conference,
speaks to presspersons in Srinagar on Sunday. - PHOTO: REUTERS . ~ /
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ISLAMABAD READIES FOR ADVANI VISIT

Hurrlyat hardliners
reject Pak invitation

64,

SNS & PTI

SRINAGAR/ISLAMABAD, May
29. — The hardline faction of the All
Party Hurriyat Conference, led by
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, today turned
down Pakistan’s invitation to visit
that country and part of Kashmir

under its control. The Hurriyat
hardliners said the decision was
taken to express resentment against
Islamabad for “deviating” from its
principled stand on Kashmir.

While thanking President Pervez
Musharraf for his invitation, Syed
Geelani said his faction would not
board the 2 June bus to
Muzaffarabad.

At the end of a day-long meeting of
Majlis-e-Shoora (advisory council) of
the amalgam, the decision was taken
by a majority vote with 11 in favour
and five against it. The moderate fac-
tion of the Hurriyat has already
decided to visit Pakistan.

Syed Geelani said the “flexibility”
shown by Gen. Musharraf “has not
moved India an inch from its rigid
stand on Kashmir.” “They (India)
still have a Parliament resolution
claiming Jammu and Kashmir as an
integral part of India.”

30 MAY 2005

Syed Ali Shah Geelani ata presé «
conference in Srinagar on Sunday. — PTI

Meanwhile, Pakistan was getting
ready to roll out the red carpet for

Mr LK Advani. This will be Mr
Advani’s second visit after 1979,

He is scheduled to visit Lahore,
his hometown Hyderabad and
Karachi during his week-long stay in
Pakistan. During his two-day stay in
Islamabad, Mr Advani will hold
talks with Gen. Musharraf, Prime
Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz and other
Pakistani leaders.

Another report on page 4

THE STATESMAN

Dlﬂ' culties exist,

says Manmohan

SHIMLA, May 29. — Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh today asserted that
India was committed to making “full and
sincere” efforts to resolve all bilatera
problems with Pakistan through talks. “Iit
appears to me that the atmosphere is
okay. But there are many difficulties,” he
said expressing satisfaction with his talks
with General Pervez Musharraf.
Observing that relations between the two
countries were “improving”, he said: “Our
endeavour will be to resolve all problems
through dialogues. We are trying that the
confidence-building measures become
stronger and people-to-people contact
increases.”

Asked about the possibility of increasing
the frequency of Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service, Dr Singh said: “Nothing can
be ruled out” About Siachen, Dr Singh,
without being specific about withdrawal
of the Army, said defence secretaries of
the two countries had aiready held talks
in Istamabad on the issue.

Dr Singh said he would meet defence
secretary Mr Ajai Vikram Singh on his
return. Mr Singh earlier met his Pakistani
counterpart Lt-Gen (Retd) Tariq Wasim
Ghazi.— SNS



Crafty confusion

cot To complicate the J&K issue e

o shortage of ideas afflicts Pervez Musharraf. He talks of
the need for an “out of the box” solution to the problem
of Kashmir but interprets the term to equate with a jack-in-
the-box approach, popping 2 new theory almost eVery time
he has a media audience. International guarantees being the

latest. There 15, alas, precious littie consistency to the
strategy he appears to pronounce. and it is doubtful if a few

development. But there is reason {0 suspect a purpose (o his
cause. Floating balloons dOES have a military connotation
100: not the defensive ones earlier used 0 deflect what the
bombers delivered, but 2 contemporary eyes-in-the-sky
Every far-fetched idea Musharraf tries to sell i aimed at
trying 10 confuse, trying to see how far he can push India,
and at the same time keeping himself safe in western €yes.
He may not have 2 «tean and hungry Jjook”, but * ‘s man is
dangerous.

Fortunately there are few in any section of South Block
who are overly impressed by his overtures. While seeking to
puild on the goodwill generated by peop\e-to-people
contact, which neither govemment could have suppresse
indefinitely, New Delhi must be quick and diligent 10 insist
that Istamabad fOlOWS up every Musharraf pfODOSﬁ] with 8
documented formuiation. Chances arc that Pakistan’s
foreign office, competently staffed though it is, will be hard

ressed 1O convert the General’s strategic thinking into
anything like a clearly-articulated doctrine, let alone 2 battle

1an. Little credence should be given to what is, deliberately
and con\feniently, spoken through the media and any
serious discussion Of negotiation must be based only, and
entirely, on what is officially put on the table. The =x-
commando’s scOpe for manoeuvre i infinite.

A number Of self-styled strategic thinkers in the country
have allowed themselves to be cartied away by Mustarraf’s
sweet talk and have immunised themselves to the ging he
also serves up 1t has become fashionable (profita\ﬂe?) to
talk of “seizing opportunities” and to brand those vho call
for caution “hard liners”, OF WOISE. The bottom line is
pelther hard nor soft, it is and must be the natio’s best
interests. This is not to suggest that India breakoff the
“cngagemcnt” with Pakistan, just t0 be wary of any rarriage
proposal from Musharraf. .

25 WY M e
STATESMAN



India sets limits

on Hurriyat
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Pak Kashmir is as far as they can 80

HTC & Agencies
New Delhi, May 26

INDIA ON Thursday said Hur-
riyat leaders intending to avail
the bus service, next month,
linking the divided parts of
Kashmir could only travel to
Pakistan-administered Kash-
mir.

“There is an explicit under-
standing between India and
Pakistan that those travelling
on board the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus will be allowed to
visit only the erstwhile state

Mirwaiz Umer Farooq

The team includes Mirwaiz,
Umer Faroogq, Prof Abdul Gha-
ni Bhat, Maulana Abbas Ans-
ari, Bilal Lone and Fazal Hag
Querishi. Hurriyat Conference
had on Wednesday announced
its decision to accept the Pak-
istani invitation to visit that co-
untry and had anthorised the
Mirwaiz to name the delega-
tion. However, members of the
moderate faction and the mili-
1 tant leader Syed Salahuddin,
has said that their visit is fair-
ly useless if the hardline fac-

tion of the Hurriyat, led by

of Jammu and Kashmir,” ex-

ternal  affairs  ministry
spokesman Navtej Sarna told
reporters.

A group of leaders of the
moderate faction of Jammu

ABOARD THE BUS

Mirwaiz Farooq, Abdui Ghani
Bhat, Maulana Abbas Ansari,
Bilal Lone & Fazal Haq Quereshi

Syed Ali Shah, isn’t coming
along. The Hurriyat will be
reportedly trying to convince
militants to order a ceasefire.
But Salahuddin, who is the
head of the United Jehad

and Kashmir’s All Party Hur-

riyat Conference led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
had on Wednesday announced their decision to
travel to Pakistan-administered Kashmir and
Pakistan on the bus service.

The bus was open to all citizens of Jammu
and Kashmir but travel by those aboard the bus
to any location other than the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir would be contrary to the
understanding between the two countries, Sar-
na said. The government would consider all ap-
plications by separatist Hurriyat leaders to trav-
el on the Kashmir bus according to the rules.

“The government will consider all applica-
tions by individuals from the Hurriyat Confer-
ence fo travel on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
as per the established procedures,” Sarna said.

June 2 passengers

In Srinagar, the Hurriyat Conference annou-
nced a five-member delegation that will travel to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) by the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus on June 2.

Council, has said in
Rawalpindi that a united team of Kashmiri
leaders should travel to Pakistan.

Earlier, there was a rush for all separatist
leaders to take the bus even though the bus
could accommodate only 30 persons. Anyone
who is anyone in the separatist spectrum of
Kashmir was desperate to board the bus to Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir, thinking it as a rare op-
portunity te be on the other side of Kashmir
and hold talks with the leaders of Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Democratic Freedom Party chief Shabir
Shah wanted to carry a delegation of 15 with
him. “It should not be a show of individuals, but
of all the people who want to take part in the
process of building bridges and finding a solu-
tion,” he told Hindustan Times.

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front leader
Mohammad Yasin Malik declared that he would
take 17 members on the bus. If the wishes of al
these separatist leaders are to be fulfilled then
more seats are needed to accommodate all these
leaders. Hurriyat leaders can only go to Pak-
istani Kashmir.

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES
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India cleared

Hurriyat -~

.

visit: Pervez

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury S
New Delhi, May 24

CALLING IT a “breakthrough”
that “Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has allowed them to travel
to Pakistan”, Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf has called the
All Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) as “the true representa-
tives of the Kashmiris”.

For a resolution to the Kash-
mir problem, Musharraf said in
an interview to the Lahore-based
Daily Times on Tuesday, “I feel
the true representatives of Kash-
miris is the Hurriyat. The Kash-
miris are the Hurriyat and there
are Pakistan and India.”

His statement appears less
flexible than his statement last
November that he had no prob-
lems with the “Hurriyat plus”
formulation, with parties like
the National Conference and the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP)

% The true
representative
of Kashmiris
1s the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
—Pervez Musharraf

& L opposed
the bus
service. In
these circumstances
how can [ go in it?4)
—SAS Geelani

This is how
an invitation
@ should be
extended. We've made
up ourmind to go &
—Mirwaiz Umer Farooq

THE HIDUSTA

also joining the talks as repre-
sentatives of Kashmir.

In New Delhi, officials con-
firmed that India has no pro-
blem with the Pakistani invita-
tion to Hurriyat leaders to travel
to Pakistan.

But, if people like Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq and others wish to
travel. on the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus on June 2, as Islam-
abad has indicated, there is a
certain procedure that needs to
be followed.

“First, they have to fill the
form and apply,” an official said.
After India okays the list, it
would be handed over to Pakistan
for clearance.

If the APHC leaders wish to
travel by air, they would face the
same passport and visa formali-
ties all Indians face, officials said.
New Delhi’s contention is that
an elected, representative gov-
ernment exists in Jammu and
Kashmir.

But it is willing to speak to All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
representatives to ascertain
their point of view on how to
carry forward the dialogue.

Musharraf, in his interview
on the eve of defence secretary-
level talks between India and
Pakistan on the issue of demili-
tarisation of Siachen, said, “in-
tentions are very good on both
sides,” to resolve “unnecessary
irritants” like the Siachen and
Sir Creek issues.

But, calling certain Indian ac-
tions on the Baglihar dam as
“mala fide”, Musharraf said, “It
is surprising that India dragged
its feet so long on bilateral dis-
cussions that it pushed Pakistan
to demand a neutral expert to ad-
judicate the issue.”

The Swiss engineer, Raymond
Lafitte, will now adjudicate the
matter. But India will not stop
construction work at the site on
the Chenab river.

Indian and Pakistani defence
secretaries are scheduled to
meet in Islamabad on May 28
and 26 to carry forward the talks
on demilitarisation of the
Siachen glacier. India wants the
actual ground positions to be de-
marcated before any withdrawal
of troops.

N TIMFS



Kashmiris cannot be Ignored: Sajjad Lone

“Shelkh Abdullah enter

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: People’s Conference
Chairman Sajjad Gani Lone on
Sunday said only a solution en-
dorsed by the people of Jammu
and Kashmir would be durable
and permanent.

He called upon New Delhi and
Islamabad not to thrust leaders
on “Kashmiri nation.”

It would only
counter-productive.

Mr. Lone, who was addressing
a public meeting organised to
commemorate the third death
anniversary of party founder
and his father Abdul Gani Lone,
said Kashmiris should be al-
lowed to “chose their represen-
tatives” for holding talks with
both India and Pakistan.

“Nobody can claim to be the
sole representative of the people
as there are many leaders and
parties,” he said.

The Government should in-
volve the entire gamut of lead-
ership representing different
sections.

prove

“Great leaders”

Both Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh and Pakistan Presi-
dent Gen. Pervez Musharraf
were great leaders who have
been going ahead with the peace
process amid difficulties.

“But 1 want to tell them that
the final destination of this proc-
ess is the solution of the Kash-
mir issue in accordance with the
wishes of people,” he said.

“You cannot keep the Kash-
miris away from a solution proc-
ess. They are dying; they are
bearing everything. Why are you
trying to humiliate them in this
[peace] process too,” he asked.
“Sheikh Abdullah was a tower-
ing leader. He also entered into

3 LY
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ed into an agreement Wlth Delhi in 1975. Did that work?”

‘INVOLVE US': Supporters greet Peoples’ Conference leader Sajjad Lone as he arrives to take part in a rally held to
commemorate the death anniversary of his father Abdul Gani Lone, in Srinagar on Sunday. - PHOTO: AFP

an agreement with Delhi in 1975.
Did that work,” he asked.
Attacking Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, head of the moderate fac-
tion of the Hurriyat Conference,
Mr. Lone said “those people
[Hurriyat leaders] are making

5 Ng g,

mockery of talks.”

Without naming the Mirwaiz,
he said: “there are over one lakh
mohallas [localities] in Kashmir.
If one [referring to Mirwaiz]
wields influence in four, does he
represent Kashmir?” Charging

the Mirwaiz faction with bailing
out New Delhi, he said: “they are
creating confusion which suits
New Delhi.”

Paying tributes to his father,
who was gunned down three
years ago during a rally in Srina-

gar, Mr. Lone said: “what he sai
five years back, that is being pur
sued by the leaders of India anc
Pakistan today.”

But since he was a Kashmiri
he could not say it and was si-
lenced forever.



Mutti, Hurriyat

elcome Pervez
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peace proposal

The

jAMMU,
Jammu and Kashmir chict
minister Mufti Moharmmad

May 21

Sayeed today welcomed
Pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf’s detailed
blue print to resolve the
Kashmir dispute. The mod-
erate faction of the Hurriyat
Conference has also endor-
sed Gen. Musharraf’s latest
suggestion to solve the Kash -
mir issuc saying the ball was
now in Delhi’s court.

While Mufti said Gen.
Musharraf’s suggestion of
autonomy was a step in the
right direction and would
benefit the people on both
sides of the LoC, Hurriyat
chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq said Gen.
Musharraf has adopted a
realistic approach and time
had now come when Delhi
should respond positively
“to Pakistan’s suggestions,

Mirwaiz also suggested
that Pakistan and India fix
a time-frame for the settle-
ment of the Kashmir issuc.
He was addressing a public
meeting at the Idgah
ground in Srinagar which
was organised to pay.trib-
utes to senior separatist
leaders Mirwaiz Moham-
med Farooq and Abdul
Gani Lone on their death
anniversaries. Both leaders
-were killed by militants.

Mirwaiz said: “We have
been invited by the govern-~
ment of Pakistan occupied
Kashmir over telephone for
a visit.” A formal invitation

would also follow very
soon, he added.

*“Ihe Pukistan President
has wlways been tar-sighted
and "his stalcment carries
weight. Now that he has
made his proposals public,
the Centre should shun
rigidity, so that the Kashmir
issue is resolved for lasting

peace and prosperity in the

sub-continent,” he said.
However, leader of the
hardline Hurriyat faction,
Sayeed Ali Shah Geelant,
rejected the propoaalq out-
right, saying “maximum
self-governance is not a per-
manent solution to the
Kashmir issue” and no solu-
tion that is not in accor-
dance with the wishes of the
people of Janumu and Kash-
mir would be acceptable.
Gen. Musharraf had yes-
terday proposed to make
the borders of Kashmir
irrelevant and suggested
the
Kashmir.

demilitarisation of

Ex-MLA arrested

JAMMU, May 21. - Senior
National Conference leader
and former- MLA Gul Rafigi
was arrested yesterday for
taking a militant leader in
his vehicle to Attari border
in Punjab and facilitating his
escape to Pakistan. Rafiqi
was taken into custody from
his house in Anantnag.
Earlier, a series of raids
were conducted by police in
Srinagar, Anantnag and
Jammu to nab him. Police
presented Rafigi in a court
in Anantnag today. The
judge sent him to eight
days’ police remand.
Kashmir police claimed that
Rafigi gave lift to a most
wanted Hizbul Mujahideen
divisional commander,
Mohammad Amin Baba
alias Aabid, from Bijbehara
to Attari. Baba had obtained
a passport on a fake name
and address and crossed
the border. SNS

Women look on as children wave flags in support of
the Hurriyat in Srinagar on Saturday. AFP

PPP slams Musharraf

Press Trust of India

‘Ready for ceasefire in J&K’

[SLAMABAD, May 21. -— Accusing
President Pervez Musharraf of making
“unilateral suggestions” about resolution
of the Kashmir issue, former Pakistan
Premier Mrs Benazir Bhutto-led Pakistan
People’s Party has charged that Gen.
Musharraf was “offering concessions” to
India without taking into consideration the
opinion of Kashmiris or the clected
Parliament,

Flaying Gen. Musharraf for his remarks
at the conference of South Asian parlia-
mentarians last night that solution to the
Kashmir issue cannot be on religious basis
due to Indian sensitivity towards its secular
credentials, the PPP spokesman Scnator
Faratullah Babar said: “We beliceve that
such a unilateral announcement will not
advance the cause of finding a solution to

JAMMU, May 21. — Union home secretary
Mr VK Duggal today said the Centre want-
ed total peace in Jammu and Kashmir and
it was feady to take any step including a
ceasefire to achieve it. “Ceasefire is one of
the objectives of the Central government
for achieving total peace in the viclence-
plagued state,” he said while addressing a
news conference in Srinagar this afternoon
after chairing a unified headquarter meet-
ing. “We are ready for it,” he said. SNS

Kashmir.” In the recent past, proposals
have been  announced from  Gen.
Musharraf’s side like the seven-point for-
mula to resolve the Kashmir issue, for
which [ndia had not responded, he gaid.
“He (Musharraf) is offering concessions
without preparations,” he added.
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on mourners

Narrow escape for leaders,
'leave minutes before attack

16 MEy 700Y

Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR: Militants hurled a gre-
nade and opened fire on Tuesday
at a gathering of mourners on
the outskirts of Srinagar, killing
two persons and injuring nine
others.A large number of people
had gathered to mourn the kill-
ing of Abdul Gani Bhat, brother
of the former ‘divisional com-
mander’ of the Hizb-ul Mujahi-
deen, Mohammad Akbar alias
Zafar Fateh. Bhat was shot dead
by militants on Saturday.

“The proceedings were in the
final stage when the attack took
place,” witnesses said.

Could not act immediately

Superintendent of Police
(South City) S.P. Pani told
The Hindu that a grenade was
lobbed first and it was followed
by firing “but we could not im-
mediately react as there were
many personal security officers
in civvies.” He said two persons
died on way to hospital and nine
were injured. Locals said that 17
persons had been wounded.

Culprits escape

Police cordoned off the area
and conducted house-to-house
searches but failed to nab the
culprits. No militant outfit has

claimed responsibility for Tues-
day’s attack or the killing of Bhat.

A number of separatist lead-
ers, including National Front
chairman Nayeem Khan, Agha
Syed Hassan and Fazl Hag Qu-
reshi, had a narrow escape as
they left the venue minutes be-
fore the attack.

Among those injured were Za-
far Fateh, who now heads a sep-
aratist political party, the
Jammu and Kashmir Salvation
Movement. Zafar was among the |
commanders who held talks with
the Union Home Secretary dur-
ing a brief ceasefire announced
by the Hizb in June 2000. ;

People’s Conference chair- |
man Sajjad Lone and Hurriyat |
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq :
condemned the attack.

Four beheaded

Suspected militants abducted
six Gujjars from Dara village in
Srinagar district and killed four
of them in the forests of Dardk-
hore.

The throats of the four had
been slit, a police spokesman
said on Tuesday. A search was on :
for those missing, which includ-
ed a woman. “We are trying to |
ascertain why they were target- l
ed by the militants,” the spokes- ‘

\
|

man said.
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= explosions ;'

he recent terrorist attacks in Srinagar indicate that
Kashmiri extremist groups have not lost their
sting, The May 17 assault on those attending the
funeral of a former militant was the latest in a
series of terrorist strikes. While the grenade attack of May 12
was directed at the security services, it was unclear whether
the car bomb explosion of May 11 had a specific target. The
victims of the three explosions — five dead and 85 wounded
— were civilians, many of them heart-rendingly school-
children. Al-Nasreen, the militant outfit behind the car
bomb, is one of the three organisations violently opposed to
the new Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service. With travel
across the Line of Control smoothly under way, the hope was
that the extremists would be forced to re-think their ap-
proach. After all, people on both sides of the LoC warmly
welcomed the ‘soft borders’ initiative. The extremists were
not expected to turn against the very people they claimed to
be fighting for. Al-Nasreen now claims its attack was in-
tended to show that the security situation in the Valley
continues to be fragile. This is a self-damning assertion from
a group that until recently claimed its objective was the
termination of India’s control over Kashmir. It is as if the
extremists are now declaring that their only purpose is to
demonstrate their continued relevance. The message they
try to convey is that they retain the capability to disrupt the
composite dialogue between India and Pakistan because
they have the power to unleash terror on Kashmiris.

What do the extremists really hope to achieve politically
through the display of their disruptive capabilities? Are they
trying to emphasise they cannot be left out of the negotiating
process? Or are they indicating they will not give up their
violent ways even if there is progress in the negotiations? At
this juncture, it appears the Kashmir issue can be kept under
control without changing the territorial jurisdictions India
and Pakistan exercise but with a modulated softening of the
LoC. Those who fought for Kashmir’s ‘independence’ or its
accession to Pakistan will naturally find such a solution in
progress hard to accept. The infrastructure supporting the
extremist movement remains intact on either side of the
LoC even though official Pakistan appears to have suspend-
ed its active backing of the extremist organisations. There is
no reason to doubt the word of General Pervez Musharraf,
who has several times reiterated his commitment to a nego-
tiated settlement. In fact, the Pakistan President and his
Ministers have tried, over the past few weeks, to make
pro-Pakistan groups realise that they have to be realistic in
their aspirations. Those striving for a peaceful solution will
have to be resolute and patient in dealing with the young
men who have pursued unattainable goals over the past
several years. However, no tolerance should be shown to
those who kill and wound innocent civilians or treat them as
tools for the achievement of disruptive political ends.
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FAIR POWER: Women demonstrate during the funeral procession of a woman and her daughter ay/Lal Chowk in Srinagar on Friday. The tw
were killed and 46 people, including severat students, injured in a grenade explosion ou{side schodl in the area on Thursday. — PTI
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Iniured children being rushed to hospital after a grenade attack by milita

Terror targets children in Srinagar

B 2 women killed, 20 kids in hospital after grenade’s hurled at school
M NOIMCIRLEE.

SRINAGAR, MAY 12

A LITTLE red shoe, wind-
screen fragments, a tiny crater,
three patches of blood and the wails
of mothers.

A day after the uptown Jawa-
harnagar blast, terror struck at the
heart of Srinagar today, when a sus-
pected militant lobbed a grenade
on the road outside a school gate
near Lalchowk, injuring 50 and

killing two unidentified women.

And when the screaming qnd
wailing victims outside the Christ-

school were being rushed to hospi-
tal, all adjectives for brutality fell
woefully short. o
In its place was just this list:
Faisal Fayaz (3, Nursery), Insha
Altaf (4, KG), Tazeen (3, Nursery),
Insha Altaf (6, II Grade), Tazeem
Mushtaq (4, KG), Taseem Yousgf
(5, Ist Grade), his sister Tazkia
Yousuf (15, Class 10), Abdul Manan
(11, Class 7), Nighat Shafi (15, Class
10) and 11 others who were hit by
splinters and survived—ba'rely.
Other than the 20 children, a
teacher Bilal Ahmad was wounded
and so was the school’s peon Mp-
hammad Magbool. Also on the list

nts In te Srinagar. Javeed Shah

of injured-—some Sefigusly—were
a few parents and relatives, who
had come to take their children
home, and some passers-by- a.nd
shoppers. The two unideptlfled
women died later at the Medical In-
stitute, Soura.

It was around 2.30 pm, and the
road outside the school—metrqs
away from Lalchowk, the _city’ s bu§1-
ness hub—was bustling with activity
when the blast rocked the area.

“I had just stepped out of the
gate (of the school) and was talking
to a friend on the footpath. There
was a blast. I fell down,” said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ian Missionary Tyndal Biscoe
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Terror targets children
‘i heart of Srinaga
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Nighat, a Class 10 student, “ tried to
get up and saw blood on my hands, I
was scared and started Screaming,
Everyone was screaming,”

Even as the wounded were being
shifted to hospital, the news had
spread across the city. Within 15 mjn-
utes, a flood of anxious parents and
relatives arrived at the school gate,
stopping strangers, asking for their
children.

“My son hasn’t returned home,” a
mother wailed as she beat her chestin
frustration. The traffic on the road
was jammed and police was having a
tough time controlling the mob,

A few miles away, the entrance to
the Emergency unit of SMHS Hospital
was choked with frantic relatives,
“Didyou see Salman’s name? Salman
Illiyas Pandit. He is my son, in Class
5,” a woman pleaded with hospital
staff. “He is a bit naughty. Is he okay?”
she asked, her eyes filling up.

She had been told that her son was
not among the 20 wounded students,
but she was running from ward to
ward to confirm for herself,

Tazkia Yousuf, sharing her hospital
bed with younger brother Taseem,
said, “Both of us were standing out-
side. I'saw a Gypsy collide with a Scor-

' pio and then something hit me. I ran

\ ) b %’QL - (‘l
towards the gate (of the school). My
legs were heavy and there was blood.”

Tazkia said she missed her brother

in the chaos. “Everyone was running
and I somehow got into the com-
Ppound (of the school). I realised that
my brother was still outside so Iran
out again and found him there, He
had been hit, too.” Splinters had
pierced both her limbs and her white
uniform was splattered with blood,

Taseem lay silently—a splinter had
cut into his abdomen and injured his
legs. |

Outside the hospital door, police
had prepared a hand-written list of all
wounded and pasted it on a pillar, But
nothing could prevent anxious rela-
tives from scouring the wards,

This attack, after yesterday’s blast
that killed two and injured 40, means
militants are getting desperate, said
police. Yet, people are angry, unable
to understand the reason behind this |
sudden spurt in violence in public |
places. “The militants are doing all ,
this in desperation,” said H K Lohia,
Deputy Inspector General of Police,
Kashmir range. “We have had major
Successes recently. More than a hun-
dred militants were killed in last one
month. And now they have attacked
school children,” yoa



TRAGIC MOMENT: Relatives mourn Javid Ahmed, a civilian who was killed in an explosion in Srinagar on V(/e;dnesday. - PHOTO: AP

Devastating car bomb blast in Srinagar

It was an earthshaking blast and I just fell down, says an SBI employee; Mufti condemns

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: One person was killed
and 45 were injured in a car
bomb explosion near a busy in-
tersection at Jawahar Nagar
here on Wednesday. The condi-
tion of at least six of the injured
is stated to be critical.

The blast is believed to have
been caused by militants deto-
nating the explosive-laden car at
10.45 a.m. It ripped through the
car and impacted over a dozen
vehicles, tossing up people. Sev-
eral buildings were extensively
damaged.

“Javed Ahmed, an Excise de-
partment officer travelling in a
car, died on the spot.While un-
confirmed reports claimed that
three Central Reserve Police
Force jawans died, Ahmed Alj,
DIG of CRPF, said that six per-
sonnel, including a deputy com-
mandant, were only injured.
“But no one is critical,” he said.

Al-Nasreen owns
responsibility

Al-Nasreen, a pro-Pakistan
militant outfit, has owned re-
sponsibility for the blast and
warned that such attacks will

® One killed, 45 injured in
attack

o Al-Nasreen claims
responsibifity

o Condition of six critical

continue. “By detonating the car
bomb we have exposed the secu-
rity lapses in Srinagar,” the
spokesman of the outfit told a
local news agency over phone.
The blast was heard within
the three-km radius. The re-

f

DA
mains of the car engine and two
damaged tyres were flung 300
metres away

“Nothing could be seen as it
happened suddenly,” said a man,
who emerged from his shop-
which bore the brunt of the ex-
plosion near the graveyard. “It is
a miracle that T am alive.”

“It was an earthshaking blast
and I just fell down,” said Dilfiza
Shah, a State Bank of India em-
ployee.

Workers inside the damaged
buildings and shops and stu-
dents in a nearby school suffered
severe injuries.
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Soon after the blast the CRPF
men opened fire in the air to
keep the people away from the
site.

However, some civilians
rushed to the spot and evacuated
the injured to hospital. .

Chief Minister Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, condemning the
blast, told The Hindu : “Spilling
of blood is highly condemnable
and no civil society can accept
this. Those who are indulging in
such activity are undermining
the people’s urge for peace and
normality.”

s



~ THIRD PEACE BUS LEAVES AMIYSECURITY

Violence rises in Valley

JAMMU, May 5. — With 37 passen-
gers on board, the third Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus left Srinagar edrly
this morning amid tight security.
There were 24 passengers from the
Indian side and 13 from Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir returning to
Muzaffarabad after visiting their rel-
atives on this side, especially in
Poonch and Rajouri districts.

The Karaavan-e-aman rolled off
from the police headquarters at
Batamaloo around 8:15 a.m. Senior
police officers, including the
Kashmir range police chief, Javed
Mukhdoomi, were present as the
bus rolled out of the departure
lounge at the police control room.

Security forces had early in the
morning once again checked the
entire Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road
for landmines.

The passengers had been put up
last night at an undisclosed place
due to security reasons. Police and
paramilitary personnel were guard-
ing the 120-km road to Kaman Post,
the last point on this side of the Line
of Control. Militant outfjts al-
Arifeen, Al-Nasireen, Save Klashmir
Movement and Farzanddn-¢-Millat

06 MY 2005

A woman injured in a terrorist aftack on a marriage party in Jammu being rushed
to a hospital on Thursday, — PTi

have threatened to target the bus
and its passengers.

And even as the bus rolled peace-
fully, violence escalated in the entire
Valley today. Eight persons, includ-
ing two Hizbul Mujahideen ultras
and two members of a marriage
party, were killed and 23 injured in
gunbattles and grenade attacks
while a suspected ultra was arrested
and three hideouts busted overnight,
officials said today.

e
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HC dismisses Pakistanis’ plea
Delhi High Court today dismissed
the plea of a Pakistani national, Md
Ovais Ali alias Kwaja Qumar Alam,
who wanted a direction to the Cen-
tre to grant Indian citizenship to
him, his wife and seven children. Ms
Justice Gita Mittal directed the
police to take Ali, his wife and their
children to Seva Sadan in Sarai
Rohilla where foreignery, without
valid travel documents are¢ kept.



Hurriyat chants unity mantra

I Geelani, Mirwaiz

likely to shake ;-

hands again .
t

MUFT! ISLAH } ‘q)\*-

SRINAGAR, MAY 4

OVES and hawks

may cohabit again

in the Valley, as a

v crucial one-on-one

between heavyweights Syed Ali

Shah Geelani and Mirwaiz

Umar Farooq is on the cards to

bring the separatist flock under
onebanner.

Geelani and Mirwaiz, who
head the hardline and moderate
factions, have been avoiding each
other since the Hurriyat Confer-
ence split nearly two years ago.
Geelani, who walked out of the
amalgam in September 2003, has

been maintaining that his faction .

was the “real and purged” Hur-
riyat, slamming the Mirwaiz-led
group for “compromising” on the
Kashmir issue after the latter held
two rounds of tatks with the NDA
government.

But the estrangement,
sources say, may soon be over as
some “neutral” groups and sec-
ond-rung leaders in both factions
are doing the spadework. While

In happier times

Mirwaiz as the chief priest enjoys*

clout in Srinagar city, Geelani’s
influence in the hinterland is
undisputed.

A three-member team from
Mirwaiz’s party, Awami Action

Committee, headed by his aides

Nazit Ahmad Ronga and G.N.
Z.aki, are in touch with Geelani.
The ailing hawk, too, has con-
sented to “do anything for a re-
union”, sources said.

“I am for unity. In fact my
group has been continuously
working for it. Our doors are

~ open to everyone who abides by

the Hurriyat constitution,” Gee-

lani said today.

Sources close to Mirwaiz say
the meeting has become impera-
tive after Pakistan president Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf told the
heads of the rival Hurriyat fac-
tions that their unity was in the

“best interest of the Kashmiris”. It

also follows Mirwaiz’s reported
telephonic discussion with Hizbul
Mujahideen chief Syed Salaud-
din, urging him to persuade Gee-
lani to agree on a reunion.

“Some friends are trying toset
up the meeting between the two

top leaders. We hope they meet

'soon and shun all differences,” a

moderate Hurriyat leader told
The Indian Express.

In fact, a few doves within his
own Hurriyat are pestering Gee-
lani to agree to a reunion. These
leaders accompanied him re-
cently to New Dethi where Gee-
lani met up with Musharraf.

“We are hopeful of a break-
through. We have been persuad-
ing Geelanisahib to bury the
hatchet and he, too, is willing,”
said Nayeem Khan, a senior
leader. “The date and venue of
the meeting has not been decided
yet, but they are going to meet
soon,” he added.

“We have appealed to the vet-
eran leader (Geelani) to join and
bolster the movement at this
juncture. Time has come when
the separatists should speak in
one voice,” said another leader.

Meanwhile, JKLF chief
Yaseen Malik, senior separatist
leader Shabir Shah and Kash-
mir Bar Association president
Main Qayoom who form the
neutral group and had last year
tried hard to forge a unity are at
it again. Yesterday, they met
Mirwaiz at his Nigeen residence
and urged him to work for a
speedy reunion among the sep-

aratists. -

[ — -

0 ‘%; bov ,ND!A,\! Exp



Geelani under
house arrest,
‘separatists hel

ESN

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, April 22

THE POLICE on Friday

placed Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani, chairman of Hurriyat’s
hardline faction, under
house arrest and took
around 100 separatist Islam-
ic Students League and De-
mocratic Political Party ac-
tivists in custody on the eve
of Eid-e-Millad (Prophet Mo-
hammad’s birthday).

The police also resorted to
caning and fired tear smoke
shells to disperse the separa-
tists, who had taken out a pr-
ocession to mark Milad eve.

Geelani was to lead a reli-
glous procession organised
by one of his Hurriyat con-
stituents, the Democratic Po-
litical Movement (DPP). The
procession was to be taken
out from the Abi Guzre local-
ity in Civil Line area. A
strong police contingent swo-
oped on Gilani’s Hyderpora
house early in the morning
and asked him not to move
out. Geelani’s spokesperson
said he was not even allowed
to offer Friday prayers.

Bashir Ahmad Andrabi,
the acting chairman of DPP,
led the procession, which
was joined by around 500
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Syed Ali Shah Geelani

people. They shouted pro-
freedom and religious slo-
gans. The locality had heavy
deployment of police, who
immediately came into ac-
tion as the procession start-
ed. They plugged all exit
routes. But as the DPP ac-
tivists resisted, the police re-
sorted to cane charge to
scare them away.

When the DPP activists re-
fused to disperse, the police
fired tear smoke shells.
Around 60 activists and lead-
ers of the outfit were held.

A DPP spokesperson con-
demned the police action.

The police also swooped
down on a similar processi-
on by iglamic Students Lea-
gue (ISL) at Habbakadal and

. AFP
Kashmiri women pray on
Friday, Prophet Mohammad’s
birth anniversary, at the
Hazratbal Shrine in Srinagar.

arrested dozens of other sep-
aratist activists. ISL chief
and senior separatist leader
Shakeel Bakhshi was lead-
ing the procession. Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Fo-
rum chief Javaid Ahmad
Mir were among those held.
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PERVEZ FOR ‘OUT-OF-BOX’ SOLUTION

HTC & Agencies
New Delhi, April 18

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT Pe-
rvez Musharraf on Monday
wound up a high-profile visit
here agreeing with the Indi-
an view that the Kashmir is-
sue should be addressed on a
step-by-step basis and float-
ing a series of ideas of his
own including a new three-
phased approach.

Musharraf, whose tough
rhetoric had contributed to
the failure of the Agra Sum-
mit during his last visit to In-
dia four years ago, confessed
to a change of heart, ruled
out a military option on Ka-
shmir and advocated an “out
of box” solution without any
“rigid timeframe”.

India and Pakistan need to
discuss Kashmir by analy-
sing in deeper context the is-
sues of self-governance, ind-
ependence, autonomy, joint
control and joint managem-
ent on a step-by-step basis for
a solution that would be acce-
ptable to them and to the peo-
ple of the state, he said befo-
re flying off to Manila.

But, for his audience back
home, he proposed a three-
phased approach consisting
of “broadly ascertaining”

19

m India has throughout
maintained its historic
stand that there can be no
revision of
boundaries...meanwhile,
Pakistan has stopped
speaking of its own princi-
pled stand and made
increasing references to
flexibility and thinking
outside the box

The Nation

= The admission by the
president of Pakistan of
the existence of the
option of independence
for Kashmir is like hitting
one’s own legs with an
axe and stepping back
from our own just stand

Nawa-e-Waqt

m Normalisation process
is working for Pakistan
and improving the coun-
try's standing in the world
community. The right
thing for President
Musharraf is to hold fast
to the Kashmir stance —
with the promise to think
out of the box — and
move ahead on the confi-
dence-building measures

Daily Times
m Look at the way the
smiling Dr. Manmohan
Singh shook hands with
Gen. Pervez Musharraf
after the joint statement
was issued, that tells you
the story

PTV

the will of Kashmiris to “set
a broad direction”, evolving
a consensus “through debate
and discussion” and lastly,
the top leadership of India
and Pakistan taking a deci-
sion on this basis.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, speaking to a gr-
oup of Indian and Pakistani
editors, also advocated a
step-by-step and people-cen-
tred approach on Kashmir,
emphasising that territorial
disputes could not be resol-
ved immediately.

Musharraf said the Kash-
mir issue was so complicated
that it cannot be resolved by
tripartite talks — between
India, Pakistan and Kash-
miris, which has been Islam-
abad’s traditional demand.

“This is so complicated,
even if three persons sit
down, they can never agree.
This is that complicated an
issue. It is the top leadership
which needs to sit down and

think of broadly what kind
of solution is possible bet-
ween India, Pakistan and
people of Kashmir,” he said.

Suggesting the three-pha-
sed formula, he said the first
stage is to broadly ascertain
the will of Kashmiris that
can never be ignored, to set a
broad direction.

Phase two, he said, is to de-
velop a consensus through
debate and discussions while
phase three is to take the de-
cision. “At this moment, the
leadership, which means fra-
nkly myself and Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh are
sincere in our desire, flexible
enough and may bold eno-
ugh to move forward. I am
optimistic,” Musharraf said.

“It is my firm belief that
the Kashmir (issue) should
be discussed by the top lead-
ership of the two countries.
Resolution is not possible
other than top leadership,”

the general said.
s
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Geelani, Umer Farooq

meet Musharrat ¢«

Special Cérre¥p&ndent Y 1Y

NEW DELHI: The visiting Pakistan
President, General Pervez
Musharraf, on Sunday night had
more than a three-hour-long
meeting with leaders of the sep-
aratist All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC)~ at Pakistan
House here.

Both the factions of the sep-
aratist conglomerate — moder-
ate and hardline — led by
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and Syed
Ali Shah Geelani met Gen.
Musharraf and apprised him of
their views on the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, stressing
upon the need to involve the
people of Kashmir in the process
aimed at solving the Kashmir
problem.

Mr. Geelani, who led a five-
member delegation of his fac-
tion of Tehrek-e-Hurriyat, was
the first to get an audience with
Gen. Musharraf.

During his nearly 90-minute
meeting with Gen. Musharraf,
Mr. Geelani told the President
that the current confidence-
building measures (CBMs) were
meaningless uniess human
rights violations and Kkillings
were stopped in Jammu and
Kashmir and unless India took
some tangible steps towards a
resolution of the Kashmir issue
in a “just and amicable” way in
the spirit of the UN. Security

Council resolutions,

‘| Inathree-page memorandum
submitted to Gen. Musharraf,

18 AR+ 2005

) %7”4\,

Mr. Geelani gave details of al-
leged killings and human rights
violations in Jammu and Kash-
mir and demanded that India
withdraw its military, Central
forces and release all “freedom
fighters” detained in jails.

According to Mr. Geelani,
atrocities were still being com-
mitted on the people of the State
by the security forces. He
claimed that between January
2004 and March 2005, 786 peo-
ple had lost their lives, 2,526
were injured, 2,322 arrested and
196 had disappeared.

Besides Mr. Geelani, those
who participated in the meeting
were Nayeem Khan, Aga Hassan
Budgami, Saidullah Tantray and
Sheikh Ali Mohammad from the
Tehrek-e-Hurriyat.

Gen. Musharraf was assisted
by the Foreign Minister, Khur-
shid Mehmood Kasuri, and the
Information Minister, Sheikh
Rashid. He also had separate
meetings with the separatist
leader, Shabbir Shah, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation
Front chief, Yaseen Malik, as
well as with a delegation of the
moderate faction of the Hurri-
yat, led by the Mirwaiz.

It is learnt that both the Mir-
waiz and Mr. Malik stressed on
the inclusion of the Kashmiris in
the peace talks and that talks
without Kashmiris would be a
futile exercise. They also report-
edly expressed their desire to ig,
teract with separatist grou'
across the border.
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By Shujaat Bukhari 4

SRINAGAR, APRIL 6. A day before
the bus to Muzaffarabad is to be
flagged off, militants today at-
tacked the Tourist Reception
Centre here accommodating
the 24 passengers.Two mem-
bers of the fidayeen (suicide)
squad were killed and seven
‘persons, including a policeman,
were injured. Forty-five per-
sons, including the would-be
passengers, were evacuated
unharmed.

Even as the State Govern-
ment was giving the final tou-
ches to the gala event, two
heavily armed militants sneak-
ed into the highly guarded com-
plex in the heart of Srinagar.
The venue is hardly a few
metres from the Sher-e-Kash-
mir Stadium where the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, is
to flag off the bus tomorrow.
The stadium had been sealed
off for the last few days.Eyewit-
nesses told The Hindu that
around 3.55 p.m. a deafening
sound rocked the area and soon
after there was heavy firing. “I
was sitting in [my] office and I
heard a cracking sound. It was
followed by gunshots and the
building in which my office is
located caught fire,” said Mu-
neebul Hassan Malik, Assistant
Director, Tourism.

The militants, who had hur-
led grenades and entered the
building, soon took positions
and began firing from all direc-
tions. The police, the Central
Reserve Police Force and the
Border Security Force who were
guarding the complex cordoned
off the area.

The Director-General of Po-
lice, Gopal Sharma, said that
“the militants set it [the build-
ing] on fire in order to create
chaos and confusion.” The en-
tire building, housing a number
of departments including lou-
rism, Wildlife, Fisheries, State
Road Transport Corporation,
J&K Tourism Development Cor-
poration, Northern Railways,
Post Office, SBI, JK Bank and In-
dian Airlines, soon caught fire.
The building, a wooden struc-
ture constructed in the 60s went
up in flames and thick black
smoke covered the sky.

The authorities evacuated 45
persons, including the 24 pas-
sengers. Many government em-
ployees were trapped inside.
One woman who was rushing

| i 48
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out received bullet injuries and
was shifted to hospital. Six oth-
ers were also wounded, Mr.
Sharma said.

Amid the gunfire and explo-
sions, two shocked employees
of Indian Airlines were seen
consoling each other. “We
jumped out of the office win-
dow after breaking open the
iron grill,” Latif Ahmad, told this
reporter soon after he came out.
“We have no news of another
colleague who is still in there
and could not jump.”

Theatre director M.K, Raina,
who is in town to direct tomor-

“complex, bus passen
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THE INFERNO: The heavily-guarded Government complex in Srinagar housing the passengers of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus

was set ablaze by militants on Wednesday. — Reuters

fice when bullets started com-
ing through but I took shelter in
the bathroom,” he told
The Hindu . Mr. Beg was not in
the gffice. The blaze gave the
fire servicemen, who aid a great
job to save adjacent buildings, a
tough time. Many of them had a
narrow escape as the huge
building was crumbling. “They
have done an excellent job,”
said a senior officer.

‘Claim responsibility
The four militant organisa-

tions, Al-Nasireen, Save Kash-
mir Movement, Al-Arifeen and

row’s cultural programme, was FPdizandan-e-Millat, have own-

also in the buildi
ting in Beg.Sahib’s [M.S.
Director General, Tourj

eg,
] of-

. “I was sit~” ed responsibility for the attack.

A spokesman for the outfits told
a news agency that their mem-

bers were behind it. The attack
that followed repeated threats
by these outfits came at a time
when Srinagar was literally un-
der a security cover.

The security forces were
posted in all the lanes and by-
lanes of the areas adjacent to
the S.K. Cricket Stadium. Scores
of people, relatives of those
working in the building, waited
for news of their loved ones.
When Dr. Singh visited Srinagar
in November last, militants
were tracked to a hillock near
the S.K. Stadium.

The State Government has
not changed any of the festiv-
ities connected with the pro-
gramme. It continues to
illuminate Srinagar as the cul-
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tural troupes from Leh, Kargil,
Jammu, Gurez and Srinagar
have been lodged under police
security to perform fot-the pas-
sengers from Mygaffgrabad.

Militants attack government
gers safe

They will also taste the Wazwan,
the traditional high-calorie
Kashmiri feast and will be state
guests.

More reports on Page 12 |
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,forms task
orce on J&K

development

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 4. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, has
constituted a task force to pre-
pare a long-term plan for the
social and economic develop-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir.

C. Rangarajan, former Re-
serve Bank Governor, is its
Chairman and the other mem-
bers are; Haseeb Drabu, Sunil
Mittal, Sunil Kant Munjal,
S.H.H. Rehman, Moosa Raza,
G.C. Srivastava, T.N. Thakur,
Analjit Singh and D. Subbarao.
Mr. Subbarao will be the Mem-
ber- Secretary.

Dr. Singh announced the de
cision to appoint the task forc
six months ago when he fir
visited Jammu and Kashmir.

The task force has also bee
asked to suggest ways to fin
the financial resources, at th
local, national and internationz
levels.

Besides addressing economi
issues, it could also be asked t
analyse other issues, if so desir
ed by the Prime Minister.

Dr. Singh has asked the tasl
force to submit an interim re-
port within six months and the
final report within one year.

Dry run of
bus put off

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, APRIL 4. The second
dry run of the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus today was put off
following alleged threats from
four militant organisations. The
first dry run was conducted on
March 18.

The decision came even as
officials were preparing to take
the 19-seater bus to Kaman
" Post, last point at the Line of
Control (LoC), and a battery of
mediapersons waiting outside
the traffic police headquarters
here.

The Senior Superintendent of
Police (Traffic), Rauful Hassan,
said: “It has been postponed
due to some technical reasons
and I do not know anything
more.”

However, informed sources
said that in the wake of threats
by militants it had been decided
to put off the dry run as it would
involve comprehensive security
arrangements on the 118-km
road to Kaman Post.

A trial run was conducted
from Kaman Post to Baramulla
and the Deputy Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police (North), Kashmir
Raja Aijaz Ali, said it was suc-

cessful. With just two days re-
maining for the bus service to
start, the JKSRTC today distrib-
uted tickets and they were col-
lected by police on behalf of the
passengers. At least 10 passen-
gers are reportedly under tight
security at the tourist reception
centre.

Fear seems to have gripped
some of the passengers. “It has -
turned out to be a nightmare for
them even as they are happy
about the prospect of seeing
their daughter after 18 years,”
said Salima, a neighbour of Fati-
ma Bhat and her husband Mo-
hammad Abdullah, would-be
passengers.

“We cannot take the risk of
leaving them at the mercy of 'JF
militants,” said a senior police
officer. The militants’ threat to
“turn the bus into a coffin” has
forced many people to go into
hiding, he added.

Security in stadium

Tight security arrangements
are being made for the inaugu-
ral journey on April 7 when the
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, will flag off the bus. Sher-
e-Kashmir Stadium, venue of
the inaugural function.

v
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~Kashmir peace bus

“ A “Not a political bandwagon (7’\&’ \\

R';1tht3r than fuel controversy over Pakistan’s denying visas
o J&K politicians wanting to take the Srinagar- Muzaf-
farabad bus, it would be prudent of New Delhi to ponder over
having actually approved their move. The purpose of reviving
the bus service was to facilitate families divided by the Line of
Control meeting again without having to travel via Amritsar/
Lahore. That route was not merely circuitous, it involved ex-
penses beyond the reach of many. The bus link, albeit strictly-
controlled and limited, was aimed at redressing specific diffi-
culties. Difficulties that political leaders would not encounter
should they get permission to visit POK. So seeking places on
the bus — even if an additional vehicle was used that day —
was at the cost of the common man.

Yet there were complexities far beyond politicians depriv-
ing the common folk. Pakistan has never recognised the poli-
tical parties in J&K and their leaders as representing the peo-
ple of that troubled region — perhaps only the hard core se-
cessionist elements of the Hurriyat might acquire that status
in Islamabad’s eye — so the proposed all-party goodwill trip
actually amounted to raising vexatious questions on disputed
basics. Surely the purpose of the peace bus was to arouse pre-
cisely the opposite brand of emotions. Pakistan’s position on
the status of pro-Indian leaders in J&K is no secret, indeed
one of the visa applicants admitted that common sense told
him it would not be granted at this stage. It must also be re-
membered that Pakistan was reluctant to revive the bus ser-
vice, travel documents became a sticky issue, and at the root
of all that lay Pakistan’s larger position on Kashmir. As well
as its apprehensions over according the LoC a status beyond
was it originally was — a cease-fire line. Without in any way
endorsing Pakistan’s Kashmir case, many independent by-
standers would concur with Islamabad’s contention that the
visas were denied to avoid complications. The bus trip should
not run into avoidable potholes arising from matters very re-
mote from family reunions. New Delhi must re-evaluate its
backing the politicians’ visa applications against that intricate
backdrop. Conceded that it was nobody’s intention to stoke
such embers, but was not distinct insensitivity exhibited by the
move? Why risk a welcome confidence building measure be-
coming cause for another spat? Maybe some of the J&K poli-
ticians wefe unaware of the potential for trouble, but South
Block cannot seek similar refuge. All too often havd positive
starts Been frustrated by politicians’ haste and hype.
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Kashmir will figure in
talks, says  Musharraf

Agencies vy ¥
Islamabad, April2

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT
Pervez Musharraf has said
he will discuss the Kashmir
issue with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh when he
visits New Delhi. He is ar-
riving on April 16 to watch
the last one-day Indo-Pak
cricket match the next day.
The Kashmir issue will
figure in the talks between
him and the Indian leader-
ship, state-run PTV quoted
Musharraf as telling mem-
bers of the Cabinet of South-
west Baluchistan province in
Quetta. Earlier, addressing
the centenary celebrations of
the Command and Staff Col-
lege in Quetta, he said Pak-
istan had put in place a strat-
egy to gain defensive deter-
rence with India in the nu-

03 APR 2005

Pervez Musharraf
K-fixation

clear field and efforts were
on to achieve the same in the
conventional field.

A strategy of defensive de-
terrence was in place and
“we have already achieved
all goals in the unconven-
tional field to implement this
policy,” Musharraf said,
without directly referring to
Pakistan’s nuclear and mis-

sile programme. In the con-
ventional field, efforts were
in hand to address all imbal-
ances, the official APP news
agency quoted him as saying.

Outlining the accomplish-
ments of the country since
he took over power through a

- military coup in 1999, Mus-

harraf said Pakistan today
was better placed both politi-
cally and diplomatically.

Referring to Opposition
demands that the army go |,
back to barracks and let the .
country be ruled by elected
governments,  Musharraf
said the army is already in
barracks and only he was out
at the helm of the nation.

Day-to-day administrative
decisions were being taken
by the elected government,
and he intervened only to
help implement crucial deci-
sions, he said.
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AIert in Ban

By Our Staff Reporter 1}y

BANGALORE, MARCH 7. A day after
the Delhi Police announced on
Sunday the unearthing of a ter-
rorist plot to target information
technology (IT) firms here, the
Bangalore Police revealed that
three country-made pistols, a
carbine and 149 rounds of live
ammunition were found aban-
doned at the Cantonment Rail-
way Station in the city on
Sunday. The police said the two
developments may be unrelat-
ed, but the Bangalore Police

- Commissioner, S. Mariswamy,
- today declared a state of alert in

the city.

By afternoon today, armed
Border Security Force person-
nel were found posted at the
Bangalore City and Canton-
ment railway stations. Later in

-»/"E

the day, pohce plckets were
posted outside major IT firms
too. However, there was no per-
ceptible anxiety among people
in the city: life went on as usual.

The seizure

The State Railway Police
seized the arms, packed in two
bags, last evening, the Deputy
Inspector-General of Police
(Railways), M.V. Murthy, told
presspersons here on Monday.

A passenger who arrived by
the Brindavan Express from
Chennai or the Karnataka Ex-
press from New Delhi that stop-
ped at the station between 1.30
p.m. and 2.15 p.m., could have
left the bags there, he said. Five
large knives with scabbards,
clothes of men and women and
an Urdu magazine were also
found in the bags. Mr. Murthy

Q¢
speculated that the weapons
could have been made in Jhark-
hand or Bihar. They were wrap-
ped in a newspaper printed and
published from Jharkhand.

He said the police were yet to
ascertain who had brought the
weapons, but added that the
available information did not
suggest the involvement of any
terrorist outfits, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, which had re-
portedly planned to attack IT
firms in the city.

Earlier seizure

The Railway Police had, on
March 4, arrested Sanjay Singh
of Jharkand at Londa Railway
Station in Belgaum district and
seized from him three country-
made pistols. Sanjay Singh had
told the police that he was car-
rying the three Jharkand-made

Iore after arms haul

!
of SSP

< ks A
wea;?rgslns for Sale in Goa, Mr.
Murthy said. After Sanjay

Singh’s arrest the police had
tightened vigil at all railway sta-
tions in the State.

Special team

A special team has been con-
stituted under the leadership of
the Deputy Superintendent of
Police, M. Krishnappa, to probe
the latest case and the team will
visit Jharkand and Bihar, he
said.

The seized ammunition is for
9 mm, 7.65 mm and .32 mm
bore. The .32 mm is a prohib-
ited bore and is used only by se-
curity officials. The three pistols
had the etching: “Made in USA.”
Informed sources in the Banga-
lore Police said they suspect the
weapons were meant for deliv-
ery to the underworld here.

(HE 1 0
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Met warning went unheard

R ‘We informed PCR,
authorities, traffic
police, state media...’

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 24

AD the state government
heeded the wamning from
Srinagar’s meteorological
office two days before the
snow tsunami hit south Kashmir, hun-
dreds oflives could have been saved.

“We had already communicated the
warning to the state administration,”
says G.K. Mohanty, director of the Me-
teorological Department, Srinagar. “We
evenrequested Radio Kashmir and Sri-
nagar Doordarshan to make repeated
broadcasts... We informed the divisional
commissioner’s office, police control
room, traffic police and the state me-
dia..Evenif others are at fault, we get the
blame.”

Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed’s secretary, Nayeem Akhtar, said
even if the Met department had warned
of heavy snowfall, the weather predic-
tion doesn’t help. “We have a thousand
villages like Waltengo Nar spread across
Kashmir where a similar tragedy can
take place. There is hardly anything pos-
sible to avert a disaster caused by the na-
ture’s fury.”

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir

Khursheed Ahmad Ganaiwas not avail-

able for comment. However, SSP (Traf-
fic) Rouf-ul-Hassan agrees the weather
forecast was “unfavourable”. “Who be-
lieves in these predictions?”

Hassan insists “ncbody is stranded
on this side of the (Jawahar) tunnel”.
“Ourjurisdiction is upto the tunnel only.
And then the road is closed not because
of the snow but due to the landslides.”
He adds they had mentioned unambigu-
ously that the forecast is not favourable
and people should proceed only under
pressing circumstances.

The Srinagar-Jammu national high-
way was closed after the snowstorm and
around 4,000 passengers have been
stranded on the highway for more than a
week now.

Sources in the Met department say
the matter could be taken up in Parlia-
ment. “He (Mohanty) was communi-
cated from Delhi office that the Centre

TREK FOR
SURVIVAL

A man carries a child
on his shoulders as
4 he stops for a break

in Waltengo Nar.

B Rescue efforts were

& intensified on the
fourth day as the
death toll climbed to
256 while 453 people
E: were rescued. The

| Jammu-Srinagar
highway remained
blocked for the
seventh day on
Thursday. Officials
said 14 were killed in

I Halsidan, 11in

L Rangkund, two in
Pakerpora, three in
Chowgund and one in
Reshipora in south
Kashmir. Reuters

“We read papers, hoping our
family’s not among dead’

PAWAN BALI
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 24

NAZIM Ahmad is worried and
helpless. He knows that his village
Norabad in Kulgam, Kashmir, was
buried under snow four days ago,

but there’s no word on his family yet.

Ahmad, who has been stranded
at the Jammu bus stand for the past
12 days, prays constantly that his
one-storey village house is still
standing. “I am told that there is 17-
feet snow in my village, and houses
have been damaged severely. There
is no other man in family, what will
my children do?” says the labourer.

Ahmad is among 7,000 stranded
passengers from the Valley, cut off
from their families who are grappling
with the calamity, alone. With more
than 250 deaths in Waltengo Nar and
Nigeen Nar villages and the toll still
rising, hope is dying out here.

Abdul Majid from Anantnag says :

his maternal family is based in Wal-
tengo Nar — the village worst hit by
the snow tsunami. “We have been
reading all local papers, hoping that
no name of a family member is re-
ported among the dead,” says Majid.

“We were a group of 15 women
who had gone to our parents’ house
in Kolkata,” says Yasim, who is mar-
ried to a shawl-dealer in Godhar vil-
lage in Kulgam. The National High-
way has been closed for more than
20 days and they have not heard
from their husbands.

Tourism Minister Ghulam Has-
san Mir came under fire when he
came visiting today. There were anti-
government slogans and shouts in
greeting and the minister beat a
hasty retreat. Mir was asked to go
back, with the crowd asking him to
“justify the votes” polled in his
favour. Left with no answers, Mir fi-
nally said the people should not vote
for him again. X

'NDIAN EXPRESS
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Policemen carry away a colleague felled in a gunbattle with militants in Srinagar on Thursday. Two ultras
stormed the divisional headquarters of the J&K goverment, trapping over 200 workers, before the forces
shot dead one of them in a joint operation, Three security personnel were also killed in the gunfire. # 2

Exit polls predict hung
verdict in Bihar, Jharkhand

~aswan Could Be ¥ev '~ Power, Laiu Gets The Hiters

MARG gives the BJP-JD(U) in Bi-

Times NEws NETWORK BIHAR !

mm har 101 seats agalnst the RJD-Left
New Delhi: Come February 27, "BJP. 65 7 89 101 alliance’s 89. The LJP is projected
both Bihar and Jharkhand may + 7- to get 22 seats, putting Paswan in a
throw up hung assemblies, if the RJD+ 25 72-84 89  position from which he can deci-
exit polls are anything to go by. LJP 26 34-46* 22 sively shift the balance in the NDA's

Railway minister Lalu Prasad Cong 8 — 6 favour, if the poll proves right.
may have reason to worry—his — For the RJD, on the other hand,
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) may Others &b 32-44 24 it will be imperative to rope in not
end up with a lower tally than the &l 243 239 242 just Paswan but also the Congress
BJP-JD(U) combine, and with the JHARKHAND 7 (six seats) and a substantial chunk
Congress not projected to do espe- ) . of the independents and others

cially well, there could be a possi- BJP+ 37 33-39 39 (24), if it is to remain in power.
bility of Lok JanshaktiParty (LJP) Cong+JMM 28  34-40 28 The Star News poll conducted by
leader Ram Vilas Paswan switch- RJD+ L3 0-6 4 A C Nielsen also suggests that the
ing sides to form a government 2.8 10 BJP-JD(U) alliance, with 96 seats,

with the help of the BJP-JD(U).
Exit polls are often accurate in
the West, but in India they have on

Others

*Figures for LJP+Cong

will have a clear edge over the RJD
combine’s 85. Once again, the LJP,
with 26 seats, could put the NDA in

several occasions been wide of the
mark. So, the scenarios constructed on their basis
should be taken with a pinch of salt.

In Jharkhand, while all the exit polls project 2 hung
assembly, two give the BJP-led alliance a clear edge
while a third suggests that the Congess-JMM may have
the upper hand. But with all of them giving a handful of
seats to the RJD and the Left, the incumbent govern-
ment in Ranchi looks far from secure.

The Aaj Tak-Headlines Today poll conducted by ORG-

power, although only just. The
Congress, with eight seats, can do little to further the
RJD’s dreams and it could be down to the 28 “others” to
decide who is sworn in as CM in Patna.

At first sight, the Zee News poll, done by C Voter, seems
to give the RJD the best chance. It estimates that the BJP-
JD(U) alliance will end up with between 77 and 89 seats,
only marginally ahead of the RJD combine’s 72 to 84. The
poll gives between 34 and 46 seats to the LJP-Congress.
» It's an open race in Bihar, indicate Zee polls, Page 13
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AVALANCHE HAVOC IN J&K

There are only

WALTENGU (SOUTH KASHMIR), FEB.
23. Until now, the few survivors
in this remote belt of South
Kashmir were busy counting the
bodies of those killed in last
weekend’s avalanches. Today,
huge snow cutters managed to
clear the long road from Qazi-
gund and the emerging picture
is stunning.

Waltengu Naar, as it is called,
is a vast area dominated by the
Gujjars. These hardy mountain
folk were caught unawares by
the heavy snowfall. “We have
lost everything. We do not know
who has survived and who is un-
der the snow,” cried Muham-
mad Hussain, a resident. He has
been fighting a grim battle for
the last three days using a spade
and shovel. Hundreds of locals
walked for many hours from
nearby villages to help in theres-
cue work. They say they have
buried 151 people so far; the fate
of at least 50 people is still not
known.

“How can we bury them when
there is so much of snow? There
is no other option but to have
mass graves,” says Mohammad
Ramzan, a local Revenue De-

I partment official. Hutments that
once housed poor shepherds
| have turned into mass graves.

! Few to mourn the dead

1 “We can’t have the purifying
bath of dead bodies which is
mandatory in our religion,” say
locals.

Frozen corpses are being tak-
en out from the local mosque
one by one, draped in white
shrouds and lowered into huge
graves after brief prayers. The
tragedy is that there are no tears
because there are few to mourn
the dead. Entire families have
been wiped out. Most of the few
survivors are badly injured and
| being treated by employees of
| the Health Department, the only
I visible government agency in
the area besides 50 or so police
and Army personnel. '

The road from Qazigund has
been cleared but the trek to the
place of the real damage still
takes more than an hour. Master
| Bashir Ahmad, a resident who
’ owned two houses, narrates

™y

aves here

how he lost 22 of his relatives as
watches the remains of his
houses being levelled. “It was
not an avalanche but a fierce
snow storm that came with the
speed of a rocket and the noise
of a train and blew up whatever
came its way.” His son was res-
cued only to die later in hospital
allegedly for want of medicines.
His wife Hajra, was rescued after
three days under the snow.

Notwithstanding the pres-
ence of 22 policemen led by an
Assistant Sub-Inspector and 35
Rashtriya Rifles men, the battle
is literally being fought alone by
the villagers. Subedar Gumukh
Singh aka Gulab said: “A chop-
per had landed some stuff near
the village, but I did not permit
its distribution because it was
too little and the requirement
was too much.”

Priorities

According to villagers, the
need is to prioritise the require-
ments. The authorities sent rice,
blankets, medicines, utensils
and flour in vehicles thatliterally
jammed the yet-to-be-fully op-
erational 15-km road from Qazi-
gund. But what those involved in
the digging and relief operations
need are spades and shovels,
water to quench the thirst and
some refreshments, say locals.
“We have become the fodder for
the government propaganda,”
said Mohammad Jamal, “No
doubt the policemen and sol-
diers are here. But if they say the
security men are busy in the op-
erations they are insulting the
thousands of men who pour in
daily from far away villages to
digand get the bodies out. We do
not know them but we respect
them.”

“Nobody is providing us the
shovels and other necessary im-
plements. We are barely able to
open and clear four hutments a
day,” said Irshad Ahmed from a
neighbouring village. “With this
process it will take more than six
months to clear the area.” Peo-
ple from surrounding villages
rescued more than 150 villagers
on Sunday; five of them died af-
ter many hours allegedly for
want of treatment. T

Sonia makes aerial
survey: Page 12
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Over 100 k||| ed in

Kashmir

————
By Shujaat Bukkhari

SRINAGAR, FEB. 21. More than 100
people, including 26 children
and 18 women, are feared killed
in the avalanches that swept a
number of villages in the south
Kashmir district of Anantnag on
Sunday night.

According to officials, the toll
could go up as many areas are
still inaccessible.

So far, 85 bodies have been
recovered in Kund and Dooru
areas of the district. Agency re-
ports said that about 230 people
were missing. Rescue teams
have been rushed on ponies.

The Deputy Police Commis-
sioner, Baseer Khan, and the
Superintendent of Police, Syed
Ashiq Hussain Bukhari, who are
camping in Anantnag, said that
66 bodies had been recovered
from Naginpora, Waltengoo
and Yechgum of Kulgam and 16
from Bringnar in the Dooru ar-
ea. These areas are located on
the Pirpanchal foothills and wit-
nessed heavy snowfall during
the last four days.

Even as the snowfall stopped
last evening, the avalanches
started during the night and
caught the residents unawares.

“A vast area in the Kund belt
of Kulgam police district is un-

bo

der a thick blanket of snow,” an
official told The Hindu. “We do
not have the exact number of
missing persons obviously be-
cause there is no way anyone
can trek through forests in such
weather to  inform  the
administration.”

Reports said the avalanches
and landslips had almost buried
the three hamlets of Naginpora
Nar, Panzgam and Watlungu
Nar as the belt recorded 10 to 15
feet snowfall. The Kund is locat-
ed close to Jawahar Tunnel,
which connects Kashmir with
the rest of the country.

‘A huge tragedy’

With the help of the Army,
police have launched rescue
operations. Mr. Baseer Khan
said that 34 persons had been
rescued and 38 treated by the
medical teams. “With the help
of the Army, we have mounted
rescue and relief operations.
But if the reports coming from
the area are true, it is a huge
tragedy.”

Mr. Bukhari said that entire
families had died. The nearest
police station was helping orga-
nise relief operations.

Officials said the toll was like-
ly to go up as they had no con-
tact with dozens of small

avalﬁnches

habitations in the jungle belt. In
Kapran area of Dooru in the
same district, 16 persons were
killed.

Reports suggest that two Guj-
jar-dominated hamlets, Halsha-
nadar and Brangnar, were hit by
avalanches during the night.
Located almost 15 km from Ka-
pran, the main town, it took
many hours for police and other
security agencies to reach the
spot. “Our team from Dooru has
managed to reach the spot. It is
being led by the SHO, Dooru
Ishfaq Alam. So far, it has reco-
vered 16 bodies with the help of
the 49 Rashtriya Rifles and the

operation is still on,” a senior
police officer said.
Administration
draws flak

Officials here said the magni-

tude of the disaster would be
known only when the road links
with many villages were re-
stored. Hundreds of villages lo-
cated on the hills are
inaccessible now.

The coalition Government,
led by the People’s Democratic
Party, has come under sharp
criticism for the way it has han-
dled the situation.

Armed forces to
the rescue: Page 13
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The snhow- clad Lal Chowk in Snnagar on Saturday

Snow enve qyps

A

\'Kashmlr valley

¥ ﬁénfiffﬁﬁ Mona

By Aarti Tikoo/TNN

Jammu/Srinagar: The
Kashmir valley was cut off
from the rest of the coun-
try on Saturday after the
heaviest snowfall in the
last 15 years led to the clo-
sure of the Srinagar-Jam-
mu highway and cancella-
- tion of all incoming and
outgoing flights from the
Srinagar airport.

Snow, two to seven feet,
has covered the entire val-
ley since Friday, compound-
ing the problems of the peo-
ple, who were already facing
an acute power crisis, as all
modes of transport went off
the roads. Two feet of snow
was recorded in Srinagar
till noon and it was still
snowing heavily Many
trees, electric and telephone
polls were uprooted, caus-
ing extensive damage to
power and telephone cables.

(A PT1 report from Jam-
mu said a major tragedy
was averted after a pilot
aborted the take-off of an
Alliance Air Jammu-Leh
flight carrying 115 passen-
gers after it developed a
technical snag at the Jam-
mu airport, a senior Indian
Airlines officer said. How-
ever, the officer ruled out re-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

ports of any fire in the en-
gine compartment of the
plane. As the Alliance Air
flight CD-7425 was about to
take off from the Jammu
airport at about 11 am, Capt
P Mishra heard some noise
amid vibrations in engine
No2on theright side, the IA
officer said. Mishra imme-
diately aborted the take-off.)
Landslides along
Manokamna, the track to
the cave shrine at Bhawan,
forced the authorities to sus-
pend pilgrimage to Goddess
Vaishno Devi’s temple. Re-
ports reaching here said
heavy rainfall and snowfall
in Trikuta hills, where the
temple is situated, brought
about landslides.
Additional clLief execu-
tive officer Shri Mata Vaish-
no Devi Shrine Board Rohit
Kansal told TOI pilgrims
had been brought back to
the base camp and those at
the camp in Katra prohibit-
ed from undertaking the 11-
km journey uphill to the
cave. “The pilgrimage will
resume as soon as the road
gets cleared. OQur engineers
and labourers are working
to clear the roads and we
hope that by the evening, we
might be able to resume the
pilgrimage,” he added.
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"Come winter, J&K highway
wAturns into a deth trap

By Aarti Tikoo/TNN

Jammu: Driving on the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway in winter is becom-
ing dangerous with the com-
bined effect of bad weather
and the heavy traffic of para-
military forces’ convoys.
During the past two
months, loaded trucks, bus-
es and other vehicles were
stranded for days on the
highway because of snow-
fall and landslides.
Thirty-five people were
killed in a bus accident in
Udhampur on Sunday, as
the road had become slip-
pery due to torrential rains.
But vehicles cannot stop
plying on the highway as it
is the only link to Kashmir
by road, passing through
mountainous curves and
terrain in the Pir Panjal
ranges. “We can’t (avoid it)
because it is matter of send-
ing supplies to Kashmir and
the people who want to visit
relatives in Jammu or Sri-
nagar,” says transport com-
missioner Rajan Bakshi.
DIG traffic police M
Niyaz says his men, along
with Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO), always keep
themselves ready for clear-
ing the snow on the national
highway. “The problem
comes only when paramili-
tary forces’ convoys take
undue advantage of the sit-
uation when we stop trucks

<
and other civilian vehicles

temporarily for clearing the
snow. They don’t obey our
orders, perhaps because. of
their own professional com-
pulsions. Instead, they over-
take vehicles lined up along
the highway. And that leads
to traffic jam when they
reach the point where our
bulldozers run,” he adds.

Niyaz also complains that
the meteorological depart-
ment does not predict specif-
ic weather conditions. “If the
meteorological observatories
couldn’t predict the tsunami,
not forecasting avalanches in
Jammu and Kashmir is
no big deal. At the most, they
report heavy snowfall in
hilly and mountainous
areas and this report is rou-
tine for the four months of
winter. So we cannot stop
transport,” he explains.

He says the Met depart-
ment could prevent acci-
dents due to avalanches and
landslides by forecasting
them. “But we never get any
warnings,”” he laments.

G K Mohanty, director of
the Met department in Sri-
nagar, argues that the de-
partment’s job is weather
forecasting which includes
snowfall and rainfall. “We
share the forecast with me-
dia and state government au-
thorities well in time.
Avalanche and landslides are
activities included in snow-
fall and rainfall,” he adds.

THE. TIMES OF (14

A snow-clearing machine at work on the Jammu-Srinagar
highway on Sunday

Srinagar: Six Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP)
jawans were killed in an
avalanche near the Jawa-
har tunnel area on the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway on Monday, offi-
cial sources said.

The avalanche struck
early in the morning tak-
ing away the hut in which
ten ITBP personnel were
posted on duty, they said.

Six bodies had been re-
covered so far and a search
was on to trace the remain-
ing four, the sources said.

It has been snowing
heavily in the area since

6 ITBP jawans die in avalanche

Sunday evening and about
seven feet snow had accu-
mulated near the tunnel
area. Over 550 vehicles, in-
cluding 200 light motor
and passenger vehicles,
were stranded between
Banihal and tunnel area
due to heavy snowfall
which had caused slippery
conditions on the arterial
road, they said.

Seven others, who were
trapped in the avalan-
che, were rescued by secu-
rity personnel, official
sources said. One more
person was still missing,
they said. Agencies
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4% turnout in final

'M

“phase of J&K civic poil?

Srinagar: Ignoring militant threats
and poll boycott calls by seperatists,
a moderate 44 per cent voters on
Sunday voted in the third phase of
civic polls in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Anantnag and Pulwama districts
amidst tight security, a government
spokesman said.

The polling began on a dull note
in chilly and damp weather but
picked up as the day wore on with
Pulwama recording 55 per cent
turnout and Anantnag 33.89 per cent
at the end of the polling, giving a
combined poll percentage of 44 per
cent in the two districts. He said
Qazigund and Dooru in Anantnag
registered the highest turnout of
76.88 and 65.99 per cent, respectively.

However, Bijbehara, the home
i town of chief minister Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed, and militancy-in-
fested Kulgam had 32.21 and 37 per
cent turnout respectively, he said,
adding Anantnag recorded the low-
est turnout of 23.52 per cent. In Pul-
i wama district, he said, Pulwama
¢ recorded the highest turnout of 59.26
i per cent and militancy-infested
Shopian only 49.90 per cent.

Tight security arrangements were
¢ in place for Sunday’s polls in view of
i militant threats. However, no unto-
: ward incident was reported from
any part of South Kashmir, the
spokesman said. With militants
threatening the contestants, no can-
didate entered the fray for 29
wards— 27 in Pulwama and two in
Anantnag.

——

THE TIMES of

Burga-clad Kashmiri women outside a polling booth in Anantnag on Sunday

Forty-nine candidates, 29 in Pul-
wama and 20 in Anantnag, were de-
clared elected unopposed. Of them,
35 belonged to the ruling PDP, eight
to its coalition partner Congress and
three to opposition National Confer-
ence.Balloting took place for 69 of
the 147 wards in the two districts.
With this, the third phase of civic
polls has been completed.

Electorate of North Kashmir's
Kupwara and Baramulla districts
elected their representatives on Jan-
uary 29 and Srmagar and J ammu in

thn cnansed e - -

PD? wins, but Cong
puts up tough fight

he People’s Democratic Party
won 22 seats and Congress 17
in the 55 seats that went to the
polls for the Anantnag municipal
committee. In the 23-member Pul-

- wama municipal committee, PDP
' won eight seats while NC and Con-

gress bagged three each while

nine were declared elected uncon-

tested. rn
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Mixed hunéut in civic polls

Agencies

Srinagar, February 1

IN SHARP contrast to the first phase
of civic polls in Jammu and Kash-
mir, the second for Srinagar Munic-
ipal Corporation witnessed a dull 20 !
per cent voting with people staying +J
indoors in view of the strike call by
separatists. \‘,

According to official figures, the
average turnout for the 68 wards in
the city was 20 per cent which is the
highest in any election here since
the eruption of militancy in the
state in 1990. Though voters from
the rural areas and outskirts of the
city flocked to polling stations, ur-
ban voters decided to stay indoors in
view of the boycott call by separatist
outfits, including the Hurriyat Con-
ference and the Jammu & Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF).

Of the four zones in the city, south
topped turnout figures with 25 per
cent followed by east 20 per cent, west
19 per cent and Hazratbal 18 per cent.
This was in sharp contrast to the first
phase of polls in Baramullah and
Kupwara districts, which recorded
nearly 60 per cent turnout. Batmaloo,
the newly-claimed bastion of ruling
PDF, represented the urban mood as
the area polled less than one per cent
of the total votes polled.

THEHBUSTANTIVES g 2 FFR 2008



~PDP wins civic polls m% dlgtrncts

Statesman News Service Snowﬁaforces J k hlghway closure

JAMMU, Jan. 30. — More than 250 vehicles were stranded today
when the only surface link to Kashmir, the 300-km Jammu-Srinagar

JAMMU, Jan. 30. — The
People’s Democratic Party-
led coalition government
has swept the first phase of
civic polls in the twin border
districts of Kupwara and
Baramulla in Kashmir.

Out of the 130 wards, PDP
won 31, Congress 25 and
independents 55, majority of
them belonging to Peoples
Democratic Forum (PDF).
Since PDF is not a recog-
nised party its candidates
contested as Independents.
National Conference won
only 19 wards. The results
indicated that the vote bank
of National Conference has
further croded in north

National Highway, was closed for vehicular traffic due to fresh snowfall

on several stretches on the highway, officials sand here — PTH

Kashmir. In 26 wards of the
Kupwara district, PDP won
seven and National Con-
ference  won 3 scats,
Independents won 16. Most
of the Independents were
part of the PDF which is an
alliance partner of the ruling
coalition in the state.

In 88 wards of Baramulla,
PDP won 20, Congress 24,
NC 16, Awami Lcague 11
and Independents 16 and
PDF 9. Awami League.
founded by counter insur-
eent Kuka Parrev Killed by

militants, is also not a regis-
tered party and therefore its
candidates are treated as
Independents.

Congress has strength-
cned its position and won
24 seats. Congress and PDP
had contested 50 per cent ot

at eab%‘né?hough there

were some areas where they
were having a friendly con-
test. But overall the Cong-
ress-PDP combine won 44
seats in Barmaulla and
seven in Kupwara.

Lashkar ultra shot

A self-styled commander of
pro-Pakistan  Lashker-e-
Taivaba was today shot dead
in an encounter with Army
troops in Rajourt district.
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5&1{ ultras
target TV,
radio sets

o
Rashpal Dasgotra X\ X
Poonch, January 25

TERRORISTS IN Kashmir have a ta\sk at
hand — destroying TV sets and radios in
the twin border districts of Poonch and
Rajouri to prevent residents from tuning
in to anti-jehad programmes.

Earlier, residents were tuning their
TV and radio sets to listen to various
programmes of India and Pakistan. But
now, they have access to only All India
Radio and Doordarshan, which are anti-
Pakistan.

“A majority of the programmes on ra-
dioand TV are against militancy. Asare-
sult many local cadres of terrorist out-
fits have laid down arms before security
forces. Irked by the impact of these pro-
grammes, Pakistani ultras are destroy-
ing televisions and radio sets,” said Ghu-
lam Nabi, resident of Krishna Ghati.

Local support for terrorists has dwin-
dled. Desperate Pakistani terrorists are
sounding their bosses back home on the
need to improve the reach of pro-jehadi
programmes from Pakistan to incline lo-
cals towards jehad as Indian pro-
grammes are creating impact not only
on the minds of people but also on local
terrorists. Security forces have inter-
cepted many such messages. “Broadcast
specific news related to the Kashmir
struggle on Muzaffrabad Television and
increase the coverage of radio. Broad-
cast Sada-e-Hurriyat on all bands: in-
cluding Medium Wave by upgrading
bandwidth, start broadcasting on FM
Radio,” was one such intercepted mes-
sage from the LeT cadres to PoK.

Terrorists have demanded for printed
literature on jehad from across the bor-
der for distributing among Mujahids
and locals. “Radio and TV are the only
links for the people here with the outside
world. Motivated people have started
helping security forces eliminate terror-
ists. So, they are destroying these,” said
an Army officer.
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- Mehbooba escapes
& attempt on life A\

JAMMU, Jan. 24, —
Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples’ Democratic Party
president Ms Mehbooba
Mufti today escaped a bid M
on her life when militants §§
attacked her motorcade at
Khalilpora-Nowshehra in - -
Srinagar. A police man was mJured in the attack
Ms Mufti was campaigning for her party candi-
date for the forthcoming civic elections. She was
accompanied by the housing and urban develop-
ment minister, Ghulam Hassan Mir. Both leaders
went ahead with their campaigning after the
attack and urged the people to vote for the PDP.
Sources said militants hurled a grenade towards
her cavalcade which, however, fell on the ground
after hitting the roof of a vehicle and exploded
with a big bang. Policeman Irfan Ahmad was
injured. Police tried to initially play down the inci-
dent and claimed that it was not a grenade attack.
This was the second attack on a civic election raily
in Srinagar since last week. A Congress candidate
was shot dead by militants at Baramulla recently.
Militants have asked people to boycott the polls.

S
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Mortars test
LoC ceaseﬁr

HTC and Agencies (} %( D % v\i

Jammu/Poonch, January 18

THE ARMY tonight
accused Pakistani
forces of violating
the  14-month-old
ceasefire along the
Line of Control by LoC
firing 16 mortar
shells on Indian po- .
sitions in  the &“{ Srinagar

Poonch sector. One o paeack J&K
of the shells landed
on a house in [PAKISTAN
Poonch town’s Azad
Mohallah at around 8.30 pm, injuring a girl.

Pakistan denied breaching the ceasefire
agreement but said its troops, too, had
heard some explosions in the Indian terri-
tory. “There was no firing from the Pakistan
side,” Pakistani army spokesman Major
General Shaukat Sultan said in Islamabad.

Initially, the Indian army, too, had said it
wasn’'t sure whether the shells had been
fired by the Pakistani forces or by militants.
Later, an army spokesman in New Delhi,
Major General Deepak Samanawar, pinned
the blame on Pakistani troops. He said there
was no retaliation from the Indian side.

“Yes, it’s certainly a violation of the
ceasefire,” Samanawar told a TV channel.
“It is the first time this has happened. But
we are exercising full restraint.... We are
trying to assess the situation. All our pa-
trols and ambushes have been alerted.”

The reports of firing came hours after
Pakistan accused India of deliberately
scuttling talks on the disputed Baglihar
dam, which Islamabad wants India to stop
building, and appealed to the World Bank
to help resolve the issue.

Some officers in Kashmir speculated that
the shelling was “cover fire” for militants
trying to sneak into India. The Pakistani
army uses mortars extensively.

Line of fire

UsS buIIish on
Indo-Pak ties

AMERICAS TIES with In-
dia and Pakistan — and,
consequently, its confi-
dence in its ability to se-
cure peace between the
Asian neighbours — took
centrestage at US secretary
of state-designate Con-
doleezza Rice’s testimony
before a senate panel today.

Underscoring Washing-
ton’s close ties with both
New Delhiand Islamabad,
Rice told the senate foreign
relations committee, which
held a confirmation hear-
ing on her nomination to
succeed Colin Powell: “In
Asia, we have moved be-
yond the false assumption
that it is impossible to have
good relations with all of
Asia’s powers.

“The US is cooperating
with India, the world’s
largest democracy, across a
range of economic and se-
curity issues. This, even as
we embrace Pakistan as a
vital ally in the war on ter-
ror, and a state in transi-
tion towards a more moder-
ate and democratic future.”

She vowed to use the
power of America’s strong
alliances in Asia to help se-
cure peace and prosperity
in the region.

HTC, Washington
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SRINAGAR, Jan. 7. — Two militants
stormed the Income-Tax office build-
ing in the heart of the city today, trig-
gering a fierce gunbattle with security
personnel that left three securitymen,
including a BSF Deputy Comman-
dant, and both the ultras dead while
four others, including three senior
officers, were injured.

The extremist outfit Al-Mansoo-
rian tonight claimed responsibility
for the attack. A caller, introducing
himself as a spokesman of the group,
justified the attack to a local daily.

The three-storied building housing
the Income-Tax department in
Barbarshah locality was set on fire
soon after the terrorists stormed it
around 345 p.m., hurling grenades
and firing indiscriminately.

However, people, mostly employ-
ees of the I-T department, trapped
inside the building were rescued, a
CRPF spokesman said. “One jawan
was killed on the spot, setting off a
fierce gunbattle with security forces
in which both the fidayeen were
killed,” he said.

The body of policeman Golam
Mohiuddin, who was associated with
the security wing, was found in a
bunker inside the building. One of
his associates was also missing. BSF
Deputy Commandant S Rawat, who
was among the four security person-
nel seriously injured, succumbed to
his injuries at hospital.

The CRPF spokesman said the
news of the killing of the militants

was confirmed by security personnel
who entered the building to carry
out searches. The search operation
in the building was suspended for

A CRPF officer scales down the wall of the burning I-T building in Srinagar. — AFP

L

the night amidst fears that there
could be more arms and explosives
lying in the building. It is to resume
tomorrow morning, officials said.
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“Bilateral engagement only way
to resolve Kgghmir dispute”’

N\ By Luv Puri Y&p\

JAMMUNAN 2. The Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, has said
foreign powers have only a lim-
ited role to play in resolving
the Kashmir dispute and bring-
ing peace in the State.

It was essentially a bilateral
problem and the present lead-
ership of India and Pakistan
had the requisite intellectual
strength to resolve the differ-
ences between them in the
larger interest of the people.

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu here on recently,
Mr. Sayeed said: “The foreign
countries namely western pow-
ers do have an historic interest
in Jammu and Kashmir for dec-
ades because of several factors.

This interest further in-
creased after the two countries
went nuclear and the concern
was obvious as they do not
want any trouble in the sub-
continent.

But at the same time their
knowledge of [the] ground real-
ity is limited and their interest
beyond a point might add to
the complexity of the
situation.”

Complex situation

“The two countries are sov-
ereign powers and with their
collective wisdom they can cer-

THE HINDU

tainly resolve the outstanding
issues between them, including
Kashmir. One has to under-
stand the complexity of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir
and nobody knows [it] better
than the people of the State.
The State of Jammu and Kash-
mir is a mini India with {a]
number of diversities, whether
ethnic, linguistic or religious
enriching it. We take pride in
our diversity and there is no
simple and straitjacket solution
to the problems of the State.
Complex problems have to be
solved with a process of dia-
logue and engagement be-
tween the two countries...”

On the Pakistan President,
Pervez Mushrraf’s latest state-
ment where he reiterated his
country’s old position, Mr. Say-
eed said it was due to Gen.
Musharraf’'s compulsions and
the internal political dynamics
of his country. (Gen. Musharraf
had in last evening’s address to
his nation emphasised that he
had in no way given up his
country’s position on the Unit-
ed Nations Resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir passed on
January 5, 1949.)

‘Soften LoC’

According to Mr. Sayeed, the
right course of action for the
leaders of the two countries
would be to soften the Line of

Control and allow the divided
families on either side to meet
each other.

Evaluating the  progress
made in 2004, he said: “In the
bygone year dialogue between
both countries has already
yielded rich dividends in the
form of confidence-building
measures (CBMs) which is re-
flected in the peace prevailing
along the LoC and also within
the State.”

Talks with separatists

On the dialogue with various
factions of the All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference or for that
matter any separatist group,
the Chief Minister said: “The
Prime Minister has already
made an offer to hold dialogue
unconditionally and nobody
who desires peace in the State
can afford to spurn this oppor-
tunity. Leaders should come
forward and hold a dialogue as
they claim to represent people
and have to be sensitive to
their sentiment who want
peace through dialogue.”

On the human rights situa-
tion in the State, he said: “Let
me be very clear that my Gov-
ernment has worked to im-
prove the human rights
situation in the State and it is
[there] for every one to see.”
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