Ghising’s term extended .

New status to the DGHC is expected during tnpartlte talks Qﬁ” Nl
%

Marcus Dam

KOLKATA: With the Centre yet to
formalise Sixth Schedule status to
the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
cil (DGHC), the West Bengal Gov-
ernment has extended by another
six months Subash Ghising’s term
as caretaker-administrator of the
council. His tenure was to have
ended on Sunday.

Following an amendment to the
DGHC Act, Mr. Ghising, the coun-
cil’s chairman, was appointed its
caretaker-administrator till elec-
tions to the general council —
whose mandate had expired in
March — were held. It was expect-
ed that the polls would be held by
the time Mr. Ghisingh’s initial six-
month term expired.

But that possibility was ruled
out with Sixth Schedule status to
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. ﬁe was appointed to the post tilf eiections to t!ie DGHC's

generaim

the DGHC being kept pending.

Mr. Ghising, who is also chair-
man of the Gorkha National Liber-
ation Front [GNLF], is reportedly
not averse to polls, but wants them
after the DGHC is brought under
the Sixth Schedule. It was his pre-
vious objections to holding elec-
tions to the DGHC unless it was
invested “with additional powers”
that had forced the State Govern-
ment earlier this year to amend
the DGHC Act and appoint him
caretaker-administrator.

The Sixth Schedule status to the
DGHC is expected to be finalised
during talks between the Centre,

THE Fiwe

the State Government\and the
GNLF leadership in New Dethi.
Mr. Ghising has sought an early
date for a final “political-level” set-
tlement of the matter.

The new status would also need
the ratification of Parliament. The
State is also keen to settle the issue
so that the DGHC elections can be
held.

The Centre is yet to announce a
date for the talks.

Another issue — a fresh demar-
cation of the DGHC’s jurisdiction
— is also awaiting endorsement in
the course of the proposed trﬁpar—
tite talks.



Bre frerla, Tl ¢ Fwx Fawme,
@FI5ER: Bl IR HARTIAR TR
FAS 9T GG |fom! Joia-1g © T sfferees
@3 2 T “(alBR AT YT TCACE ACA 2Jfer
SzE wferst $raTR) AETAT TNE ATES (WE
fs fi ofemiedioe Srefere Tens zaew
FACS A TR sl 2B-oe @i
ATS! BT TEHAS HFHI-FIAD SCFAD B
| #Refere 25-orerm wEire 9 wiFg-Ag ©
sferaliics e woR TTe WS 7@ A
sffemeSiTTa <3 ForerR wieTs|

Ffouny YRR @rReR w7 2R agE
AT | I FFCIA W3 2/eyl 9% TER @ wiwpe|
28 ~ROII AT SR S AR 21 R g
=0 (s fAfemt it gem Tre @R
eI A3 MIFERR (e ofewfe seo Ay
e @R e orew TaT=

(&b @wRER Pes SR s
GR (TS TR WS g I WA TR (FH |
9% @ISRER AR METS TEFN WA
ot AT (T (T FAME VAT ISR 120,
aft Fifearet oFoifaafire 9611 ot TR
@rerE €3 g6 o

BT fareitta, soee ¢ fiom Awmwwel,
@R FAETE TF (O TR @RI -
a1 wfire wtwewEdi Stz fareew @t
wferaet green B B an (o1 3R B 7 arw
e Fiwe T g Faems e Ao
@Fe # e TR T IR  F fgrei wenes
eféramy affey =)~
g ‘@b @R Peem Wb @3
THIEAER WG 0T 7o T2 ACGS AT TR
(FWS JIF A WA TR TFA (T @
FRR T @ TG IR | @ @firred @ i
*fRE TR (TR SIF ANTAG IR AT
s «wm oritw ofirerr @, e, J=ifoas am-
T 3% fita Awwrsr Forw « s wTErTe
r© Atz s fafn «fe vrem e gt

TEFACH FATAIY A, TR e (F Wi
AT FEAFACE 92 AR 0 AR | % TR
Y @We EEmw ot omEtn sfferas
oAt ) Tra sffemie SERCet T fre
AR (& e (o WrE @Y o A
«%, @7 {3 =i wrw

(FOe78-¢

A | 7eet #{fef¥ S —

HTATAT FCAT A
Rewre 7od A %
IC o1 Woe A7
«FT wferme I
TAYH @& e
A 9 =
TeTH  AHFA 9F

TATEE (TGS TR FATICS! ALY
@i zrEe [i%E g fra @
T TR AR AT HedEwE o
IFTE AH (@A <GS i)

I AR ST frfe fw
12 R @aTe-F FTeAe @ faat St
iz o s Afpuan TATTH

TERRH  Td T sSstirE ol afere

ECS BRI A0 (IR (90T TS oI T,
“Tf% B @ (@FE ST TR HE A
i@ (At 1S eITS TrE TeRars Ao wnsl!
| TS B ST | AT (a5R @infiEE Pe

| SRR STS S0 S @0 |
@ THEY WA RFE S (3,
oA A @ GIETWR (Fo2 @HRYIET
T WS FACS NENW L 9F WEFong qeem,
“(aM={0e 0% FRaE TR IR vB wawe oo )
g i@ JUTER TEEE W oo @
AR SHT SISRE TeFe! AT | O Aes
" @b @R FE s 33 2%l s Tee
GRSTT (9 O (FCHA WS e lel-SGBIE T
| AT SR T8 Fa14 AGFa @ fom,
s{feTeeia Tola SICR 4@ (AT O (T | FF
| PO TG, “HURTS I YFOIRAIS I T 2Jfem
ST G A | QR 75 IH0de1 Tole Hfofe
g7 97 LHT AN

tefd Zfogrem| e e, YR e
TR, ‘38 OB Wil e Wtk AR

TR K T T AT e
Tl sl <61 i «x e

g TooR Raaltts owy (Al 9= sweag
@-=feratet FTATE, TITF WNA wiaerag |

st W, et e A AR wed e
wfRERIgR wfetml, 200 Aita Rurwrenr fafoem
Tirst Tegac ffvgaetakt «fE B 5 arr R
et sifercafes| siw fige swam, [ @ B aae
PeTe e foFl1 @ ARG O k| FR, WA
frafon PR wfveRE @ AR 993

TfeTmat Ftaw B 5 aw Grey WiTs verset |
shat wed forem @ wEe @ HlEE
WA OFB! TS WLHF TAGIEA 497 (@ Wy’
corett 1 ot ww rTeR Firm ctew 1, TR
47 oF AT eI

. o
R

DT O



JEDRA

Citicic CRTio ik ciec]]
sffTrmifre TR AR
B TS AT 71 TG THEFA
el wie e gregn— A
4% TAETE 7% I wA @7 ¥
et v AN o wrge §
TId 6% WTWEA TERdR
e e et ot e

[« = cenfas sfafyfe
st o e Sffern
. oot Rreters @ R & s
| e AR I, AGTHE
a5 s ofiera, ofat ot =i
Fs  Anaatn B e,
“ oz Reet wad @ e
TTE EET TEE TR I
TeER ATES @eT W fFm
AR, Siffreine SrH et
BfBre oot 231 SR A @

TR 7T, WFACR &F FCEL €
| avifem” Sowacva WwE f
! R e e, AfresAm
| sfem ArFE A TN SR -
fwtwi e At 7o)

i cwite grg BBt oax
| getfte  Ta-coirempe  offert
. offersadives offaradag so 7w
| St wfesmrr Wi wittae)

A /TR, SIS A @R

|, o {rw A FAE Wl
| gre Afeam @F et @R
| EEeTEe SiveR AN
| s tfEed o W
| s A teT= 7 1 RE
R g - A, ofa
i offer aeafe Fe WA
i or et wwe 521"
I GEIES ~
\ WE wo TG wds e
G 3 FAE [AA AR
< T e AT AR
Searda wE e e

v A Tog aftd =R
| e, Befrom wiftemraTRa @@t
(ARSERTTR @EANTEA TR
a—gwm|msﬂﬂi“f

|
!

Afrex " @ @Fislaga

TG GRIA piC GHATHNZ FA7 0K foe
o5 02 TSI ST (FEA (AR | B ena &l
cal5 ffbe, Rk, steirery (oG ey Reist
AITH ST BINCS T, (12 ITINE TRITAW (et
Fifoias eronwa AE (AL TR

R IR YTR (TR (FNE IS wm s
@HTRENAT TS 8o YR TACE AFCHT A
(TR TG GAAFME  (FO], g (@5
I5ERI Proipt s FmE I5aTe
67| St Fmal e Rl
) BN (RNEE TS 41
GAOTSELT AW GFAW AR ca
RN AT [ GSNE ST
ferE IR T, ©F [@ET
WIAR (T (\T9E FSFTAS S|

e offer-eriaa I (AT
e ImTay e R
JYRIT FEEE, “FFT g e |
ars gz ffem, fft: wzomw) fiem :

ILNAVCAR

. e el PR @erre 9F IS

AFL A"

T AR (A 01 T IWA T WOF
A g 2972 W) (@R DErER IR bh
A Frglst Frece e wa o et e
ik e te e DR G e | eV ERR AT
TN FPIE I @ (@A (TG &
Fen | O #d g Az e ome s W
(R | A A DS (TG NI TN B ©Nd
73 91 313, 1 ez Rfen seamsam qas) e R
SAE W (25 (FIsRER PisE SR

YRR ACH| O TS| (04T MAGTAT
E | 2w i (e Ot (B v

o ww | fer agem ¢ @i
7Y ey IR @HRYAFR OFeYE
FRTTG Y FZ FIN | S B IS
oIy &% TR B @9 & o3 98
qra AAPIHT FNE B OIS (E0E|
‘oIt (ora 2w e FAfsarae

o i F O @IEEF HgedTm Fal T, ©

@AITEZ I ANCIE FoafR) (@ban wmifrg
ST Ata (12 PPl IS afealz) sres sing
T (ISR T SFFFITER U Y WA
TR B (T AT, O QLN B |7 WS WD
AFG (S YDTEE FLII 101 (F¥E (AR
&7 gowe! wWree IR R @
FRFEH FIAT PR, SRS Fiftan g
e @eima  brme e Afe LM
fafreeid g acfiag) o1 e R

I G2 SJfe-eminE o) TRetE o
IR 7 A A g1 (=6 @i e 9% I
2o0¢ A 4% AR (T LA AT o
G FAIF #1271 FABLH (T AR 1T e
FACA PAfPaTaa R0 57 %1 OF (98 =0]
@y (T (72 DA AN T SHEN Wew
@re WARNE @ R Z0A0R, ©f ©I7 MoFTAG
oI FE Wy Res 371 TAcR) e mew
2| oire fReE Tl w IR 9w

2T G oA

=g o7 e | (@slRge & B
AU HTE 5SSl Sy
U, (SN Y O T I
TN (A (4B @FERER
o2aT SCAIBTHGR 2v TER
(IR WD SRR g 7w @
76} I, $a-3 (@ B eni
S TR I0E W TR | TE,
% @ Wi 2 ARete [iva
R BiF S A)F ACEE Wi
579 FAC 7t e &7 A
forx S FACAL (BT A
o (b @BREE wisra
s farg aeW, @we 5 o
QN-FAF N TS /BT Site
DT T (A |

Ah

FAERNY W WACACRA,
M S WNE G @F
cxifds TR N0 (TS A
fof Tewaw Smmw 4R
Fg-weife| sfg FUT, “TaeER
A AL (O] GFeIT] L0z |
SN ST A1 M 99 [
YAEE e WS Al
WD ZCACR! SN 2w
fafeemw, @I IR R
SRR AT ] 2519 21
=F fFe 7R O FEhey
i @3 FET SRR 2be
%% fofd agm, “BF (o Saw
A SIEA-GUTAL B
THgT {07 735F Qg (@ 7

[P N S

TR STR (7 M (@0 @O
cot da Mg

forfre fagfere wivemg wifd
IOALKA, (BHRINA ATILN-72Z
SIfeR Tigead SEeed ameRieeR
W e e @nlhkars
BT FC (@04 (TR OO T
Trotg SITeIsyF oo oiff (@
1 )1 JawEr @eReR TR
frm ojferez effemg afeamm
T frrace o= s [
owreR Wik Qrere FALA1 GTE
iR grace B 9 wiR (9w @#)
T, Tagen seihlE wife ¢
Towfe wesion (Temd) @ag
HEHTET (FIS) I I |

-



3

30,000 fast on the streets as cops come to terms with tragedy

Cops give a gun salute to siain IPS officer Mustag Ahmed in Siliguri on Wednesday. The hody of Ahmed, killed in mob violence, was later flown to Kolkata.

Cooch Behar cauldron boils

KA

PRAMOD Giri
Cooch Behar, September 21

NORTH BENGAL is on the boil. A
day after the Greater Cooch Be-
har movement spiralled out of
control, leading to the death of an
additional SP, two other cops and
two agitators, the town simmered
with rage on Wednesday with
30,000 people — 20,000 of them
filling a 4-km stretch of road —on
an indefinite fast to force the cre-
ation of a Greater Cooch Behar.
The lynching of ASP Mustaq
Ahmed on Tuesday, it was clear,
had only been the eruption of
old, bottled-up anger over neg-
lect, brewing under the surface
in these parts, which are not new
to bouts of secessionist move-
ments. The genesis of the latest

uprising dates back to Septem-
ber 9, 1998, when some sons of
the soil, who had already con-
veyed to the Centre their de-
mand for statehood, formed the
Greater Cooch Behar People’s
Association (GCPA) and set a
deadline — now elapsed — for
creating a Greater Cooch Behar.

In its memorandums to the
President, the Prime Minister,
the home minister and the
Leader of the Opposition, the as-
sociation threatened to go for dis-
trict-wise hunger strikes if its de-
mand was not met. Though ig-
nored, it was a potent threat, be-
cause unlike other Rajbonsi out-
fits like Uttarkhand, KPP and Ut-
ter Banga Tapasili Jati Janjati
Adivasi Sangathan, the GCPA en-

joyed mass support thanks to a
widely shared perception of local
history as one of long neglect.

The GCPA wants the Centre to
honour the merger agreements
signed between the Union of In-
dia and the then Cooch Behar
King Jagaddipendra Narayan
Bhup Bhadur in 1948 and 1949.
Cooch Behar, then a princely
state, was merged with India on
November 26, 1949. The GCPA
claims that post-merger, the Cen-
tre had recognised Cooch Behar
as a C-category state.

GCPA  convener Bhawesh
Chandra Burman, who was lead-
ing the hungerstrike at Vetaguri,
said, “We want the merger agree-
ment to be honoured in its true
spirit.” He called the holding of

Assembly polls in Cooch Behar il-
legal. The GCPA also wants a sep-
arate caretaker ministry for ad-
ministration of Cooch Behar.

This has obviously no takers in
the Left Front. CPI(M) district
leader Chandi Pal called the
GCPA a secessionist party of
moneylenders and former jotdars
who had lost their land under Left
rule. It was backed by Opposition
parties, he said.

Forward Bloc minister Kamal
Guha criticised both the Left
Front and the movement. “Three
lakh tea garden workers are
starving. An administrative and
political failure allowed the GCPA
to mobilise so many people. The
lynching indicates external forces
at work, maybe the ISL,” he said.

R
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CPI(M) state le(:ltary Anil
Biswas hit back at Guha: “Instead
of making such statements, lead-
ers should try to contain agita-
tions. Guha is the North Bengal
Development Council’s vice-chief.
What has he done for the area?”

Against the movement’s lead-
ers, Guha said they were fooling
people by promising that they
would distribute the Kking’s
wealth among the masses. He said
the property wasn't worth much.

IG (Jaw and order) Raj Kanojia
said the situation was under con-
trol with 650 arrests and the im-
position of Section 144. He de-
nied an intelligence failure,
though only 800 cops had been
sent to tackle a mob of 30,000.

See also Kolkata Live
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Trlpartlte meetﬁ ¢
Sixth Schedulé;.
may be’ cancelleﬂf

Statesman News Service

DARJEELING, Sept. 18.
— The tripartite meeting
in Delhi between the
Centre, state government
and the DGHC, supposed
to take place this week, is
most likely to be can-
celled. State urban devel-
opment minister, Mr Asok
Bhattacharya, today scut-
tled all talks here about
the prospective meeting by
saying that there won’t be
any tripartite meeting on
20-21 September.

“It is for the Centre to
decide on the dates,” the
minister  told, while
emphasising: “Our gov-
ernment has on its part
been requesting for such a
meeting as early as possi-
ble.” The minister’s
acknowledgement comes
even as the hills are in
anticipation over the tri-
partite meeting following
GNLF president and
DGHC caretaker-cum-
administrator, Mr Subash
Ghisingh’s recent state-
ments. Mr Ghising last
week announced that the a
tripartite  meeting  at

“bureaucratic I¢vel” would
take place i, Delhi on 20- -
21 September. The follow- |
ing day, 22 September, Mr .
Ghisingh claimed a “polit- .
ical settlement” would be
reached towards including
Darjeeling hills in the :
Sixth Schedule. Notably, |
raising public expectations,
second-rung GNLF leaders
have also been declaring in
their speeches that on 22
September “Sixth Schedule
would be achieved.” The
minister’s statements today
indicates at some tempo-
rary set back.

The government has
agreed to include Darjee-
ling hills in the Sixth
Schedule of the Consti-
tution, provided the Centre
has no objections. Mr
Madan Tamang, chairman,
People’s Democratic Front,
was unaware about the new
development, but he said
the Opposition had pushed
Mr Ghisingh on the back
foot on the Sixth Schedule
issue. The Opposition has
been questioning the validi-
ty of the proposed Sixth
Schedule saying that it
would be amended beyond
recognition. i



/ .. . Y,
Ghisingh has his way,

L\ SState panders to his whims again “\/ f’@f\,ﬁr

o one can argue that the fiasco over elections to the

Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council was unexpected. Subash
Ghisingh virtually blackmailed the Left Front government
into making him the sole caretaker chairman after the coun-
cil’s term expired in March. He used a variety of tactics to stall
the electoral process — like demanding that Siliguri be
included in the purview of the Hill Council — while the chief
minister made frantic efforts to make him see reason. The
extension was granted on the understanding that his other
demands would be sorted out by September. Now with D-Day
having arrived Ghisingh has conjured up another obstacle: he
would like the Darjeeling hills to be included in the Sixth
Schedule and the word “tribal” included in the Hill Council’s
name. All this requires a constitutional amendment that
would delay the ¢lectoral process. Ghisingh claims that he is
not averse to polls if these formalities are completed —
knowing what the hurdles are.

The conclusion to be drawn is that Ghisingh is not inclined
to face the electorate. This is surprising since the anti-GNLF
coalitions have been a non-starter. The real fear could be the
popular discontent. Hundreds of crores of development funds
have not helped improve civic amenities. On the contrary, the
GNLF-controlled municipality has allowed random construc-
tions often on hill slopes — at grave risk to the soil. Public
sentiment against the ruling dispensation is reinforced by
divisions within the GNLF. If these are the main reasons for
Ghisingh’s reservations about elections, the state government
cannot afford to surrender to his whims. There was a point of
time when the chief minister adopted a tough line. Now he has
more important problems on his plate and the assembly
election next year makes it imperative to ensure peace. The
question is whether Ghisingh can be allowed to ride
roughshod over all the rules of the game. /



GNLF cocks a snook

at the law, holds
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A SHATTERED administration watched helplessly
as the Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF)
unit of the Tukvar Singamari constituency virtual-
ly took over Darjeeling on Friday.

The district authorities had denied the GNLF the
permission to hold a rally, as it had already cleared
one that was to be held by the People’s Democratic
Front (PDF). But the GNLF brazenly informed the
administration that it would go ahead irrespective
of whether permission had been granted or not. To
avoid confrontation, the PDF decided to postpone
their public meeting.

From early morning, GNLF supporters thronged
Darjeeling and assembled at Chowrasta. Shops
downed shutters and schools and offices remained
closed as uncertainty gripped the air. At around 10
am, a mammoth procession weaved its way through
the town with the marchers waving hundreds of
party flags, holding aloft placards and shouting
anti-PDF and pro-Ghisingh slogans.

The procession grew bigger at every bend with
bands of GNLF activists joining it as it passed
through various localities before stopping at the
Chowk Bazar, where effigies of Madan Tamang
and D.K. Pradhan, both PDF leaders, were burnt
amidst chants of “Ram Nam Satya Hai”. Before be-
ing burnt, however, the effigies were repeatedly
stabbed with khukhris by men and slashed with
sickles by women.

Barring scenes of GNLF volunteers flexing their
muscle, the town wore a deserted look even though
the air remained charged. Most of the town people
stayed indoors or within the confines of their neigh-
bourhood, avoiding the Chowk Bazaar and chances
of landing in trouble. Though the sub-divisional of-
ficer (SDO), Darjeeling, along with a few deputy
magistrates were present at the Chowk Bazar, po-
licemen were conspicuous by their absence. Ex-
cept for a handful of them wielding sticks and a
few assistant sub-inspectors, the police top brass
was nowhere to be seen.

“Today’s is a historic victory for us. Every time
the PDF plans to hold a meeting, we will come to
the town to prevent it. However, the next time we
will come armed with khukhris. If the adminis-

HT Correspondent
Darjeeling, September 16
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Subash Ghisingh
tration wants peace, they should never give per-
mission in future to the PDF to hold meetings.
Madan Tamang should not be allowed to stay in
the Darjeeling Hills,” warned a virulent Bimal
Gurung, GNLF leader from the Singamari Tuk-
var constituency.

“We hadn’t given permission for the rally and
had even requested the GNLF to change their route.
But they did not agree. I had told them that if the
rally were to be challenged, it would be treated as il-
legal. With the PDF meeting being postponed and
no one challenging the GNLF rally, we could not
stop it,” admitted Jyotishman Chatterjee, Darjeel-
ing SDO. When asked why a police bandobast was
completely missing, the SDO said that he was not
consulted regarding the police arrangements.

Even after the show of strength was officially
over, GNLF supporters stayed on in the town till
around 3:30 pm to thwart even the remotest possi-
bility of the PDF holding a meeting after they left.

The GNLF brigade began to disperse in the
evening and, as they did, people began to emerge
from their homes, as did the town policemen. But
shops remained closed. The GNLF held a similar
rally at Jorebungalow, 8 km from Darjeeling, where
the marchers walked from the Ghoom railway sta-
tion to the Batasia Loop.
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GNLF declares
poster war on

Ghisingh- balters

HT Correspondent R.u/‘f\ \(5")\”

Darjeeling, August 5

THE GORKHA National Wo-
man’s Front (GNWF), a frontal
wing of the GNLF, has put up
posters all over Darjeeling town
threatening violence against op-
position parties.

The posters accuse the People’s
Democratic Front (PDF) of try-
ing to gain mileage in issues
raised by the GNLE, including the
‘alternative to council’, Gorkha-
land agitation, and the demand
for Darjeeling’s inclusion in the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. The posters say the PDF is
posing as the Tiger of the Gorkha

. cause and warns of “untoward”
incidents, if the PDF leaders re-
fused to stop making the claims
they were making in their politi-
cal campaigns.

One set of posters alleged that
Madan Tamang, chief of the All
India Gorkha League and PDF
leader, had accepted bribes to
help suppressed the Bhattachar-
jee Commission report. The com-
mission had been instituted by
the West Bengal government on
the September 18,1981, to probe a
case of police firing at the chowk
Bazar on September 7 that year,
in which two students had died.

Trouble had broken out that
day following altercation Dbe-
tween supporters of the Democ-
ratic Youth Federation of India
(DYFI) and the Pranta Parishad
at the Chowk Bazaar, as both the
organisations had been given
permission to hold public meet-

Subash Ghisingh

ings at the same venue.

As the scuffle turned ugly, po-
lice first resorted to lobbing tear
gas shells and a lathi-charge and
finally opened fire to disperse
the warring groups. Madan
Tamang was then a leader of the
Pranta Parishad leader and
Asok Bhattacharjee, presently
the minister for urban develop-
ment, a DYFI leader.

The report of the enquiry
commission was never made
public, and the GNLF women’s
wing has accused Tamang of
having connived with the CPI(M)
in hushing up the report. The
posters allege that Tamang had
been bribed. The GNWF has said
in the posters that they were pre-
pared to go into “violent con-
frontation” with Tamang and his
party to fight for the interests of
GNLF chief Subash Ghisingh.



raving succeeded in ggtting
che “election to the Darjee-
ling Gorkha Hill Council
deferred more or less indefinitely,
Subash Ghisingh has now raised
two issues. One, the DGHC
should be constituted according
to the Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution; and, two, Siliguri sub~
division and the Dooars should be
added to the DGHC. In 1987-88,
in a letter to the then Home Min-
ister Buta Singh, raised these two
issues. The third was that the
name Gorkha should be added to

the name of the proposed Council

as- otherwise, “it does not carry
the Indian identity of the Gorkhas
of India”. -

Ghisingh wanted the councll~

under the Sixth Schedule- since
that was the only constitutional

provision for an autonomous re-
gion. He wanted extra territory -
because the state government’s

offer was, in Ghisingh’s words,

“disdainful, damaging and con- -

temptible offering” -and that “will
directly hurt the sentiment of the
Gorkhas...There are adivasis in
the Dooars who should also be in-
cluded as being adivasis they
would be  willing to join the
Council”.

» Not new

As a matter of fact, Ghlsmgh :

was not asking for something stri-
kingly new. The Communist Party
of India in its representation
before the Constituent Assembly
(1946) asked for sepamte “Gor-
khasthan” by merging “three con-
tiguous- territories of Datjeeling
district, southern Sikkim and
Nepal”. But except for the inclu-
sion of the term “Gorkha” with
the name of the Council, the oth-
er two demands were rejected.
Some bureaucrats and politici-
ans at the Centre, however, sup-
_ported Ghisingh’s claims at the
time. They failed to appreciate

that economic viability was not a

relevant factor when the adminis-
trative area was being carved out
for ethnic consolidation.

. Economic viability may be a

concern for a newly created inde- -
pendent state, but such viability -

for a State or an autonomous unit
ina fadenal system could not be a
necessaty pre- -conditiof. Many
states in India are not economica-
lly viable. Besides, incorporation
of Siliguri and Dooars might lead
to other serious problems of ad-
ministrative management, heigh-
tened ethnic conflict migration.

The quthor is a former member of the
Rabindra Bhavan management com-
mittee and former Director-General
of Police, West Bengal. ~

ura and Mlzoram” under the

Best Bet For Indian Interests

'By AMIYA K SAMANTA -

The inclusion of Darjeeling in
the Sixth Schedule will necessitate
amendment of the Constitution
as the schedule is meant for “ad-
ministration of tribal areas in the
States of Assam, Meghalaya, Trip-

overall supervision of the respec-
tive Governors. Introduction of
the Sixth Schedule outside the
north-cast might open a Pando-
ra’s box, as many small ethnic
groups would be inspired to ask
for antonomous status under the
Sixth Schedule. The issues were
hotly debated, but were not

eventually conceded by the Umon'

government.
Ghisingh, who was threatemng

«to call a 40-day bandh if his de-

mands were not met, would have
certainly called off the bandh, and
he gave enough indication to that
effect, had he been firmly told to
do so by New Delhi. But unfortu-
nately he was allowed to impose
from 10 February, 1988 one of the
bloodiest and longest bandhs in
Darjeeling’s history. The -players
of the game, with blood dripping
from their hands, eventually rea-
lised that communal hatred had
been slowly darkening the minds
of all, including Gorkha members
of the security forces, and such a
state of things was fraught with
SErious consequences.

Extracting concessions

In the end, the chief minister
condescended to transfer 13 bor-
dering Nepali-dominated moujas
and to add “Gorkha” to the name
of the Hill Council. 1t will not be
an auténomous council under the
Sixth Schedule but will be best-
owed with the same degree of au-
tonomy by a State act. The ag-
reement was signed on 25 August,
1988. The DGHC came into
existence. But the battle was not

over. During the next decade,

-

Ghisingh had to fret, fume and
hold out threats to extract just
and not-so-just powers and
concessions for the autonomous

- Council. He had to cleverly cir-
cumvent the traps set for making'
the Council infructuous and in-

congruous as an agency for fui-
filling the aspirations of the Gor-
khas. As if to give vent to his frus-
tration, Ghisingh traversed the
alleys and crevices of history to
astutely raise a plethora of issues,
much to the discomfiture of the
government. He wanted inclusion
of Gorkhali instead of Nepali
language in the Eighth Schedule
of the Constitution on the ground

that Nepali was a foreign langu-~-

age while Gorkhali was an Indian
one, though both the languages
were one and the same.
Kalimpong and the Dooars
have been taken on lease from
the Bhutan government on lease
way back in 1965. To prevent Bhu-
tan from resuming the territories,
he said India should incorporate
them in the Constitution. Ghisin-
gh apprehended that Nepal was
preparing to launch a Greater
Nepal movement to get back the
territories surrendered by the
Treaty. of Segauli (1815). So India
should clarify the legal status of
such territories. Darjeeling is a
“ceded territory” and as such it is

‘not part of India, but a no man’s

land. So it cannot send represen-
tatives to the Assembly. He asked
three GNLF members in the state
assembly to resign.

Soon after the UPA govern-
ment assumed office in New
Delhi and some of his old friends
came to occupy positions of pow-

‘er, Ghisingh got into a confron-

tation mode. But the wily hill
leader has realised that with a
weak government at the Centre
and an accommodating and prag-

matic chief minister in the state;

he has no chance of a re-run of
the gory scenes of 1987-88. Why,
then, has he threatened to call the

longest bandh if his wishes are not

fulfilled? Is it only to defer the
election for fear of suffering a
humiliating defeat or for diverting

“the attention from his alleged

misuse of funds or lack of
development in the bills? Or is he
only testing the potitical waters by

S _raising the bogey of violence?

. In Kolkata, after his recent

-meeting with the chief minister

who agreed to cede more border-
ing villages if the Gorkhas are in a
majority, Ghisingh expressed
satisfaction and stated that the
Council election would be held on
time. But on reaching Siliguri he
announced that the talk was a
mere exchange of pleasantries
and the decision on election
would be taken only in Delhi.

~ Does that mean that he only

recognises Delhi and not
Kolkata?
Competing bodies

His opponents forced the gram
panchayats on him on the plea of
constitutional obligation; but the
real intention was to weaken
Ghisingh by creating two compe-
ting bodies for development in
the same area. There was also a
hope that the opponents might
succeed in capturing the pancha-

" yats. But. Ghisingh’s independent

candidates routed the opponents.
There is no reason to believe that
he will not repeat the same per-
formance if the election is held in
the near future.

It remains true that Ghisingh is
by far the best bet for Indian in-

terests in a volatile region. His

party had encountered partisan
violence during 1987-88, and yet
he had not shunned the path of
negotiation and constitutiona-
lism. The state government’s
pressure on the government of In-
dia for getting him arrested as an
anti-national for his rather inno-
cuous letter to the King of Nepal
written in 1985 was ignored in the
light of this assessment. Being an
ethnic leader himself he has not
aggravated ethnic or communal
hatred in course of the struggle
nor has he created instability by
taking to terrorism, though the
area is not only strategically
suited but is located in the heart
of the terrorist infested region. It
would have been an easy option
for him.

It is doubtful how far other
small-time hill leaders, projected
as an alternative to Ghisingh, will
succeed in resisting the temp-
tation of opting for such methods
in trying situations. .

-
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Says KPP being p|tted agamst Ghisingh

HT Correspondents Hr \LW»

Siliguri/ Darjeeling, July 28

WITH TIME drawing near for the next
round of tripartite talks in Delhi to discuss
Subash Ghisingh’s demand for the incor-
poration of more areas in the DGHC and
the Sixth Schedule, the Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNLF) has alleged that
the CPI(M) is using the Kamtapur Pro-
gressive Party (KPP) to scuttle Ghisngh'’s
demand and creating commu-
nal disharmony.

IN. Pradhan, senior GNLF
leader and the former execu-
tive councillor of the DGHC,
and Santa Chettri, GNLF
MLA from Kurseong, have ac-
cused state urban develop-
ment minister Asok Bhatta-
charya of using Atul Roy,
KPP leader, to counter the
suggestion of including the
Siliguri sub-division in the
DGHC and the proposed
Sixth Schedule.

The two GNLF leaders
have publicly said that Asok
Bhattacharya was using the
KPP to oppose the GNLF’s
demand. Both I.N. Pradhan
and Santa Chettri said such
a move would lead to a
breach of peace in the Silig-
uri sub-division, where peo-
ple belonging to all commu-
nities were living in harmo-
ny. They said Bhattacharya,
fearing he would lose his
grip over Siliguri, was using
Roy as a tool oppose the
GNLF’s plea.

The Atul Roy faction of the KPP has al-
ready opposed the GNLF demand and
mooted the idea of a Dooars Jharkhand
Development Autonomous Council. He has
also threatened to launch a movement, if
the state government takes a decision in
the GNLF’s favour. The GNLF leaders have
also criticised state housing minister Gau-
tam Deb for his remarks on Tuesday on
GNLF chief Subash Ghisingh’s alleged

Ashok Bhattacharya (top)
and Atul Roy (above)

“misrule” in the Hills. Deb had said this
while laying the foundation stone of a wa-
terworks near Siliguri. Pradhan accused
Deb on Thursday of having misused a gov-
ernment sponsored programme and try-
ing to create, together with Asok Bhat-
tacharya, communal disturbances. He also
said that both the CPI(M) leaders had
made a host of false promises to woo the
people in the Nepali-dominated areas.

Meanwhile, Nepalis in the Dooars ap-
pear to be divided on the in-
clusion of the Dooars in the
DGHC. While one section fe-
els the demand is just another
section seems convinced that
the GNLF has demanded the
Dooars solely with the inten-
tion of using it as bargaining
lever to get Siliguri.

Meanwhile, the Dooars
Tribal Action Committee, fo-
rmed at Ghisingh’s behest to
campaign for the inclusion of
the Dooars in the DGHC ob-
served Martyrs’ Day on Wed-
nesday at Pattharjhora under
Malbazar Police Station in
the Jalpaiguri district. This
was the first time Martyrs’
Day was observed in the Doo-
ars in memory of those killed
in the GNLF’s Gorkhaland
agitation. Mani Kumar Lama
convenor of the committee
told HT that the time had
come for the people of the
Dooars to open their eyes and
support Ghisingh’s demand.

Elsewhere, in the Hills,
Dawa Pakrin, the GNLF
Kalimpong president, picked up a lot of ap-
plause on Martyrs’ Day from the opposi-
tion for saying that those who had died
fighting for Gorkhaland had not sacrificed
their lives for the Sixth Schedule but for
the creation of a separate state. “If the
state government thinks that they will get
away without including the Dooars and
Siliguri, they are wrong. We will revive the
agitation for a separate state, if our, de-
mands are not met,” said Pakhrin.

! HINTR N o A \p{—.
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Plea to naxalites to shun violence, resume talks

K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHE The Congress-Telen-
gana Rashtra Samiti (TRS)
standoff in Andhra Pradesh was
resolved here on Wednesday
with a six-point agreement seek-
ing to address the Samiti’s con-
cerns, including the contentious
Pulichintala irrigation project,
the implementation of Govern-
ment Order 610 on employment
to the people of Telengana re-
gion and the approach on the
naxalites issue.

The parties jointly appealed
to the naxalites to shun violence
and resume talks within the
framework of the Constitution
while promising to demand a
special poverty alleviation pack-
age for the naxalite-affected
areas.

“All the six issues raised by the

* Union Labour Minister and TRS
chief, K. Chandrasekhara Rao,
have been resolved. There is to-
tal agreement. As regards Telen-
gana, the Congress President,
Sonia Gandbhi, is fully apprised of
all issues and we shall abide by
her decision,” the AICC general
secretary, Digvijay Singh, an-
nounced at a joint press confer-
ence at the end of a four-hour
meeting between the leaders of
the two parties.
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Those present at the confer-
ence included Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy, Union Minister A. Na-
rendra, State Congress presi-
dent K. Kesava Rao and AICC
secretary K. Jayakumar.

Both Mr. Rao and Dr. Reddy
expressed satisfaction over the
outcome of the meeting, held at
the direction of the Congress
leadership and aimed at mend-
ing the souring relations with
the TRS. The meeting was the
first after the TRS pulled out of
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment early last month over the
“attitude” of the Chief Minister
towards the Telengana region.

As regards rejoining the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Singh said the is-
sue would be taken up once
“congeniality” in the relations
between the two parties was re-
stored. On his part, Mr. Rao de-
scribed the outcome as a good
development and said with the
understanding reached both
would “move towards greater
strength,” thus indicating aban-
donment of the impending ag-
itation mode by the TRS.

Giving details, Mr. Singh said
on G.0. 610, a Secretaries Com-
mittee, headed by the Chief Sec-
retary, would be constituted to
implement the recommenda-

THE HipnLU

tions of the Girgilani Commis-
sion. The Committee would
submit its report to the Chief
Minister in the next three
months. Promotions for the po-
lice force in Hyderabad would
start immediately.

The Government would study
how best the submergence due
to Polavaram project could be
reduced, bring down the number
of oustees and offer attractive
relief and rehabilitation package
to them.

On the Pulichintala project,
which the TRS demanded be
shifted from the present site, it
was decided that a cost-benefit
analysis of the Hanumantha Rao
proposal, which suggested con-
struction of five small dams,
would be done in the next two
months. “If the proposal is
cheaper, the site will be changed
without affecting the Krishna
Delta ayacut,” Mr. Singh said.

The TRS, which had accused
the Government of encouraging
“encounters” with naxalites,
joined the Government in ap-
pealing to them to shun violence
and resume talks. Both the par-
ties would submit a memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister in the
next Parliament session seeking
a special poverty alleviation
package.
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A rritorial bargains can dr;l; on higig?"g,'/

but only the politics of the day can settle

them. Mr Subash Ghisingh can go back in
history in order to stake his claims on new areas
for the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council. Placeslike
the Dooars or the foothills of Darjeeling may have
belonged to the old kingdoms of Bhutan, Nepal or
the present-day Sikkim before their boundaries

/ were re-drawn by the British. Darjeeling itself be-

longed to Sikkim until 1835, when the hill town
was ceded to the British. But is it realistic for
Mr Ghisingh — or for anyone else, for that matter
— to cite history and seek to include Siliguri or
the Dooars in the DGHC’s territorial jurisdiction?
To do so would amount to completely ignoring the
demographic and other changes that have taken
place in the areas in more recent times. Mr Ghis-
ingh has been too wily a politician not to know
this. That raises questions about the real motives
behind his claims on these additional areas for the
DGHC. True, he had raised some questions about
the council’s area at the time of the Darjeeling ac-
cord in 1986. But those related to some Nepali-ma-
jority villages adjoining the council’s territory.
What he is asking for now is an entirely different
matter; it has the potential for political and ethnic
destabilization in a sensitive border area.

Both New Delhi and Calcutta have to be ex-
tremely cautious in dealing with Mr Ghisingh’s
latest demands. The Union and the state govern-
ments have already conceded his major demand
by agreeing to include the DGHC under the sixth
schedule of the Constitution. This new status will
give the council far more powers and a greater de-
gree of autonomy than it had enjoyed so far. This
despite the fact that Darjeeling does not have a
tribal-majority population. So far, the autono-
mous councils under the sixth schedule were
meant only for such people. Mr Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee agreed to postpone the council elections
twice, primarily to placate the Gorkha leader. In
negotiating on the issues, the chief minister has
rightly put Darjeeling’s peace ahead of politics.
This makes eminent political sense if one recalls
the violent agitation for a separate state that
Mr Ghisingh led in the Eighties. A democratic
state cannot close the doors of dialogue on even
the most intractable of dissenters. But only a
weak state would submit to threats of violence
and political blackmail.
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- JRS succumbs ¥

\'2{ to pressure for
‘separate Telengana

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 JULY

Y holding a public rally at
B Warangal, the TRS on

Monday virtually com-
plied with the Naxalites’ de-
mand to get on to the ‘faster Te-
lengana statehood track’.

Under pressure to buy peace
and time with the Naxalites, and
to show them that he started
getting more support from with-
in the UPA, Mr Chan-
drashekhara Rao also show-
cased the Union agriculture
minister and NCP ally, Sharad
Pawar at the rally to demand the
statehood.

On the other hand the Con-
gress chief minister, YS Ra-
jashekhara Reddy is scheduled to
meet the Congress bigwigs here
onTuesday ahead of his talks with
the TRS chief here on Wednesday.

Mr Pawar’s attendance at the
TRS rally at the Naxalite den
means two things; Mr Chan-
drashekhara Rao hereafter will
able to cite the support of the
Union agriculture minister
while bargaining for his case
with the Government and the
Congress leadership.

By sharing the TRS platform,
Mr Pawar, known for his shrewd
political bargaining, skills will be
sending out a subtle signal to the
Congress high command which
is trying to undercut him in
Mabharashtra.

But at the same time the ab-
sence of any other UPA leaders
at the rally also means the TRS is
far from mobilising support
within the ruling alliance.

Supporting the TRS demand,
Mr Pawar hoped that the
process for formation of the sep-
arate state would be expedited.

“We havebeen consistently sup-
porting the demand for a Telan-
gana state. This issue was part of
the UPA’s common agenda,” Mr
Pawar said.

At the same time the wily
union minister also felt there
was no need for the TRS leader-
ship to put additional pressure
on the Centre.

“There is no need to put pres-
sure on the government in this
regard since it was ‘UPA’s deci-
sion’ to work towards the Telan-
gana formation. Since Telan-
gana had found mention in the
President’s address to Parlia-
ment, it means it is govern-
ment’s line and the process has
already started”.

Knowing that the Congress
could remind him about the
similar demand for a Vidarbha
statehood in Maharashtra, Mr
Pawar pre-empted it by saying
his party was also supportive of
the Vidarbha statehood cause.

Encouraged by Mr Pawar’s at-
tendance, Mr Rao said, the
Warangal rally would provide a
platform for his party to explain
to the people the circumstances
that led to his party pulling out
of the Congress-led government
in the state.

Meanwhile the chief minister
is reaching Delhi tonight for
holding talks with the AICC and
government leaders to find a
way-our on the issue.

He is expected to meet Ms So-
nia Gandhi and Mr Digvijay
Singh to work out the Congress
menu for the chief minister’s
meeting with the TRS chief. The
Congress may try to buy peace,
atleast for the time being, by try-
ing to shift the TRS chief's focus
to a special development pack-
age for the Telengana region.
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Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee has declined to concede
the demand of Subhas Ghising,
caretaker administrator of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council
(DGHC), to include Darjeeling
district and parts of the Dooars
region in north Bengal in the
Council’s jurisdiction.

The State Government was,
however, willing to consider the
inclusion of certain “fringe areas
contiguous to the Council’s pre-
sent jurisdiction where Nepa-
lese are pre-dominant” within
the DGHC’s purview.

Mr. Bhattacharjee, who met
Mr. Ghisingh here on Friday,
said the latter had been asked to
identify pockets in the contig-
uous area where Nepalese were
dominant.

A final demarcation of the
DGHC’s jurisdiction would be
decided at a “political-level” tri-
partite meeting in New Delhi.

“In no way can the demand for
inclusion of the entire Darjeel-
ing district, including areas un-
der the Siliguri Municipal
Corporation and the Siliguri Ma-
hakoma Parishad, as well as
pockets in the Dooars be accept-
ed,” Mr. Bhattacharjee later an-
nounced in the Assembly. “No

16 Jut 2005

Buddhadeb turns down
Subhas Ghising’s demand 14>

Darjeeling district will not be under DGHC Jurlsdlctlon9 W

MAKING A POINT: West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee with GNLF chief Subhas Ghisingh in
Kolkata on Friday. - PHOTO: SUSHANTA PATRONOBISH

additional blocks, no additional
sub-division, no additional mou-
za will be brought under the
DGHC.” Mr. Ghising, however,
stuck to his guns.

“This is still my stand. Even
though I am happy with the
meeting, we still hope to find a
solution to the problem,” he told
reporters after the meeting,

On the contentious issue of
elections to the DGHC, Mr.
Bhattacharjee said the date
would be decided at the tripar-
tite talks.

s TN
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Mr. Ghising, who wants elec-
tions only after outstanding is-
sues such as bringing the DGHC
under the Sixth Schedule and °
the fresh demarcation of the
Council area are resolved, said,
“Now there is a possibility of
holding elections.”

According to the Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Ghising had assured him
that with the Centre and the
State Government agreeing to
bring the DGHC under the Sixth
Schedule, “the road is open” to
holding the elections.




Statesran News Service

KOLKATA, July 15 -
; Elections to the Darjeeling
1 Gorkha Hill Council could

be held in September. If My
Subhash Ghisingh does not
| come up with a new
; demand — a corollary that
| has now virtually become a

' part of all bilateral talks |

i between the DGHC chair-
| man and the state govern-
ment.
At today’s talks
Writers’  Buildings,

at
Mr

Buddhadeh, Bhedtaimariee
went a step ahead and
agreed to bring some
| Nepali-speaking pockets
and small tea gardens
under the DGHC’s juris-

diction.

He tpfd Mr Ghisingh that

(L

Chief minister Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharies with DG

the Dooars and the whole
of Siliguri sub-division can-
not be handed over to the
DGHC.

After the meeting, which
included 10 minutes of
“one-to-one”, the chief
minister and the DGHC
chairman announced sepa-
rately that the “hill council
elections could be held in
September”.

But in his characteristic
style, Mr Ghisingh remind-
ed reporters: “Today, we
reiterated our demantl "tor
‘inclusion of the Siliguri sub-
division...since  granting
*Sixth-Schedule status to the
DGHC is a lengthy process,
we have found a way to
hold the election early.”

Briefing the Assembly
this evening, with all

B AR

[etnall Ba atent
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HC chairman Mr Subhash Ghisingh at Writers' Buildings on Friday. — The Statesman

Cabinet members by his
side, Mr Bhattacharjee
said: “The state had earlier
agreed to all his demands.

“These include a CBI
inquiry into some incidents,
direct transfer of Central
funds to the DGHC, for-
mation of a separate
tourism corporation and

constitutional status under
the Sixth Schedule.
“But including the

Dooars in the DGHC area
was out nfhaquestion, Itis
the home of many tribes
and Rajbangshis. It could
lead to an ethnic problem.

“The whole of the
Siliguri sub-division and
Siliguri town cannot be
handed over. I told him
‘why are you bringing this
up now?’. I agreed to leave

¥

GHC polls liel in Sept

the pockets and tea gardens
in the fringe areas where
predominantly ~ Nepali-

speaking people live. I have
asked the municipal affairs

minister
these areas.

“Earlier we handed over
12 such moujas. Mr
Ghishing agreed to this.
Our talks were friendly.”

He also said: “I told him

it did not suit his status_tou

to demarcate :

reravarn the DGHC chair- -

man even when the area is :

in the process of geiting

constitutional status, It is |
time to hold the Hill coun- |
cil election. He said in |

Hindi ‘Abhi to raasta khul
gaaya’.”

Today’s meeting will be
foliowed by another round

of tripartite talks in Delhi.
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Last mlnlster q

ASHOK Das
Hyderabad, Suly 13

THE LAST Telangana Rashira Samithi
(TRS) minister resigned from the
Andhra Cabinet on Wednesday,
strengthening the hand of TRS boss
and Union minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, who has the single-point agenda of
a Telangana state.

The minister, Santosh Reddy, who
had earlier refused to resign unfurling
a banner of revolt, said on Wednesday
that he had no differences with TRS
leadership and a misunderstanding
that had cropped up earlier had been
sorted out.

With party out of power in the state,
TRS is expected to intensify its struggle
for separate statehood. It is organising
a “massive” public meeting at Waran-
gal on July 18, where the future course
of action would be chalked out. All TRS
leaders and cadres had been told to at-
tend the meeting.

Rao’s second-in-command Narendra
has already served an ultimatum on the
Congress high command to meet its de-
mands by August 31 or else it will pull
out of the UPA government at the Cen-
tre.

Rao is a desperate man these days.
Flushed with party’s maiden success in
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the 2004 general elections — the party
secured six Lok Sabha 25 assembly
seats — he had declared that Telangana
would be created within six months. He
extended the deadline by another six
months but a year later Telangana was
nowhere in sight.

By asking his ministers to resign, he
has not only partially rebutted the pow-
er hungry charge but also successfully
brought pressure on the UPA leader-
ship to consider his demand.

The Congress leadership does not
want to displease Rao but is con-
strained to concede to his demand be-
cause of opposition from left parties. It
has appointed a committee headed by
defence minister Pranab Mukherkjee
to examine the issue.

Pending the committee report, the
All India Congress Committee (AICC)
wants the TRS to continue in the gov-
ernment both at the Centre and in the
state. AICC general secretary and in
charge of Andhra Digvijay Singh is
working to effect a patch up between
Rao and chief minister Y.S. Rajsekhar
Reddy.

TRS leaders, however, say they are
not taking back the resignations unless
the demands are met. The party has
also put forth six demands for immedi-
ate redressal by state government,
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He always got what he wanted. DGHC has been extended, elections postponed
and Darjecling included in the Sixth Schedule. AMITAVA BANERJEE

and PRAMOD GIRI figure out how Ghisingh calls the shots
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ORKHA NATIONAL Libera-

G- tion Front leader Subash

Ghisingh has taken political

arm-twisting to the level of an art

form. And a state government,

afraid of yet another bloody agita-

tion, has sulked but again and again
given in to his pressure tactics.

Browbeating both the state gov-
ernment and the Centre by throw-
ing tantrums, threatening violent
uprisings, even a merger with
Bangladesh if his demands are not
met, Ghisingh has so far always got
what he wanted — a double exten-
sion of the DGHC, repeated post-
ponements of elections, having
himself crowned the sole adminis-
trator caretaker of the DGHC, and
now his demand for the Sixth
Schedule. Immediately after, he
has raised yet another demand:
that Siliguri and Dooars be includ-
ed in his fiefdom.

A satisfied Ghisingh, for them,
was a lesser evil, who alone could
keep the demand for Gorkhaland at
bay. The Centre, too, had much to
gain: an angry Ghisingh could
keep the Left under pressure.

But where does the GNLF chief
want to go from here? Will he be sat-
isfied with the inclusion of Siliguri
and Dooars? Or is this just another
step towards Gorkhaland? Also,
how long can a democratically
elected state government be arm-
twisted by a politician who has lit-
tle respect for democratic norms?

Opinions in Alimuddin Street
and the state home department has
been split for long. A typical argu-
ment of the pacifists was that the
government can’t risk a violent ag-
itation in the geopolitically sensi-
tive hills, at a time when a Maoist
capture of Kathmandu is only a
matter of time, jehadi elements are
gaining in strength in Bangladesh,
Naga talks have fallen apart, the
Ulfa is still unwilling to come to the
talks table and the Arakan Hills

...~ ALOKE Banerjee

SUBASH GHISINGH has an
army of 2,000 men in the Hills
armed to the teeth, home de-
partment officials told chief
minister Buddhadeb .. Bhat-
tacharjee six months ago.

The news, at a time when
Maoists in Nepal were eyeing
Kathmandu, international je-
hadi groups were starting to
stir in Bangladesh and the war
against the KLO and indige-
nous Maoists already active in
North Bengal not yet over, had
forced Bhattacharjee into ac-
cepting Ghisingh’s demand of
first making him the sole care-
taker of the DGHC, and then to
impose provisions of the Sixth
Schedule in Darjeeling.

He had ignored views of ma-
ny of his comrades — urban de-
velopment minister Asok Bhat-
tacharya among them — that
Ghisingh was again trying to
overstep -his limits, and was
only taking the first steps
towards realising the vision of
a separate state of Gorkhalaud.

Six months down the line,
the CPI(M) is a far more united
lot, and stands unanimous in
its decision on saying a firm
“no” to Ghisingh,

“Thus far and no further” is
the message that the party
wants to get across to the
GNLF chief. This unity coa-
lesced around a unanimous re-
jection within the party to
Ghisingh’s demand of includ-
ing Siliguri and Doovars in the
Sixth Schedule. The party has
asked the -chief minister to
bluntly issue a denial.

And, if senior state govern-
ment officials are to be be-
lieved, even the Centre has re-
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pcnsed to burstfinto an armed sepa-
ratist movement. One hasty step at
this stage could jeopardise the en-
tire northeast, they argue. Qthers,
led by urban development minister
Asok Bhattacharya, argue that
enough is enough and this time
Ghisingh needs to be reined in, by
force, if necessary. Or else, the
GNLF chief would go out of control
for good. He’s just gaining time to
unleash a fresh Gorkhaland agita-
tion, many in Alimuddin Street and
Writers' Buildings now firmly be-
lieve. “Ghisingh’s endless demands
and their subsequent fulfilment by
the Centre will one day lead to an-
archy in the hills,” says Anada
Pathak, former CPI(M) central
committee member and former MP.

Ghisingh shot into the limelight
in the Darjeeling hills during the
mid-1960s, during the food move-
ment by progressive youth groups.
He started his own political party in
1973 — Neelo Jhanda (Blue Flag) —
to oppose the All India Gorkha
League. His style of igniting fire in
the hills was typical. One morning,
Neelo Jhanda supporters simply oc-
cupied whatever unclaimed plots
they could find in Darjeeling by
force. When the district administra-
tion failed to remove the encroach-
ers, the Eastern Frontier Rifles was
called in, who forcefully evicted
them. This kindled the first anti-
Bengali fires in the Hills. And then
came the 28-month-long violent po-
litical agitation for a separate
Gorkhaland between 1986 and 1988,
forcing the Jyoti Basu government
to form the DGHC, keeping Ghis-
ingh at its helm.

R.B. Rai, a veteran politician in
the Hills, feels the government has
always turned a blind eye to the
Ghisingh-run DGHC’s financial ir-
regularities and ignored his anti-
national statements that amounted
to treason. “How else can an elect-
ed person, having taken oath on

fused to budge this time. Dur-
ing the tripartite meeting on
July 1 between Ghisingh, the
Centre and the West Bengal
government. in  Delhi, the
GNLF chief was told in no
uncerfain-terms that his de-
mand for Siliguri and Dooars
were unjustified and that it
would not be met. It was also
recorded in the minutes of the
meeting.

“We will do nothing unilater-
ally We will act together
with the Centre because Dar-
jeeling is a sensitive issue and
we don’t want to take the re-
sponsibility alone if anything
goes wrong,” said urban devel-
opment minister Asok Bhat-
tacharya, also the in-charge of |
hill affairs.

That the Left Front govern-
ment and the CPI(M) have fi-
nally come out of the flip-flop is
evident even through the state-
ment of the party’s state secre-
tary, Anil Biswas. “Subash
Ghisingh and the GNLF’s de-

"mand for including parts of

Siliguri and Dooars within the
DGHC through the Sixth
Schedule is illogical and unac-
ceptable,” he said.

“We want ethnic, linguistic,
economic, cultural and social
development of Gorkhas and
Nepalese through the DGHC.
But the boundaries of DGHC
had been fixed in the tripartite
meting in 1988, when certain
Nepalese majority areas of
Siliguri were included. Any
fresh debate and conflict on
this issue is unwarranted. We
want DGHC elections within
September this year,” Biswas
said, indicating that the mood
inside the party this time
favoured firmness.

the Indian Constitution, make
such statements and get away with
it?” Rai asked.

He also blames the Centre equal-
ly. “The Centre’s attitude towards
Indian Nepalese has never been
healthy. They always doubted us
and thought we have dual citizen-
ship. They fail to understand that
we are part of the Indian main-
stream and are proud to identify
ourselves as Indians,” he said.

With both the state and the Cen-
tre succumbing to Ghisingh’s de-
mand of according the Sixth Sched-
ule status to three hill subdivisions
of Darjeeling and Dooars, with 98

créate public opinion and pres-
surise the state government on the
need to include Dooars in the Sixth
Schedule, a section of them has a
different opinion.

C.B. Ghaley, president of the
Dooars Tribal Action Committee,
said: “People want the part of
Dooars near Darjeeling brought un-
der the Sixth Schedule.” The Com-
mittee is organising public meet-
ings and has asked individuals and
organisations to write to the chief
minister and the state chief secre-
tary on the need to include Dooars.
The committee also plans to meet
the chief minister.

The state government, afraid of yet another
bloody agitation, has always given in to his
pressure tactics — a satisfied Ghisingh could
keep the statehood agitation at bay. For the
Centre, he could keep the Left under pressure

per cent Adivasi and Nepalese pop-
ulation, has already started wit-
nessing activities seen during the
Gorkhaland agitation. A large sec-
tion of Dooars people had joined
Ghisingh’s bandwagon. Their
dream had been shattered when
Dooars was not included in the
DGHC, formed on August 22, 1988,
through a tripartite accord between
the GNLFE the state government and
the Centre. They blamed Ghisingh
for betraying them to serve his own
political goal.

The Sixth Schedule fever, howev-
er, has touched Dooars, though a lot
of people are sceptical. The people
of Dooars have already formed the
Dooars Tribal Action Committee to

State urban develop- g .
ment minister Asok
Bhattacharya, who'’s
also in charge of hill
affairs, spoke to the
Hindustan Times

Your government
has so far lacked
firmness while deal-
ing with Ghisingh.
Will the chief min- :j
ister once again suc- !
cumb to pressure
and give Siliguri and Dooars to
Ghisingh?

No way. Enough is enough. The
chief minister will meet Ghisingh
at Writers’ Buildings on July 15.
He will ask the GNLF chief not to
overstep the limits. Siliguri and
Dooars can’t be given away. So far,
we've yielded to all his demands,
but there’s a limit.

What will happen if Ghisingh
launches yet another violent ag-
itation over Gorkhaland if his
demands are not met? He has
already threatened to do so.

He can’t do it again. He does-
n’t have the necessary strength
to caryy it off any more. Even
if he tries to do it, there'll be
resistance. The people will not
accept it. It is time he under-
stood this and prepared for the
September elections.

If you are so sure that he
no longer commands the
strength, why then didn’t
you act firmly earlier? You
postponed the DGHC elec-
tions, made Ghisingh the
sole caretaker and then ac-
cepted the Sixth Schedule

Ghaley said GNLF leaders, in-
cluding Ghisingh, had assured them
that the betrayal of 1988 would not
be repeated. Critical of the CPI(M),
he said the Marxists always treated
the Adivasis as a mere vote bank.
“The Adivasis would get justice
only when they are under the Sixth
Schedule and the DGHC,” he said.

Siliguri has seen a mixed re-
sponse. While most Nepalese sup-
port its inclusion, others find the de-
mand absurd.

The GNLF is working overtime to
get the official maps of the plains
ready before the July 15 meeting be-
tween Ghisingh and the chief min-
ister to discuss the territorial de-
marcation issue.

State govt flashes the stop sign

when he threatened
to launch a fresh agi-
tation in the Hills.
What has happened
has happened. We were
and still are concerned
with developments in
' Nepal. We want peace
in the hills. But absurd
demands, such as the
inclusion of Siliguri
and Dooars in the
Sixth Schedule, can’t
be met. He should un-

derstand that Siliguri is a Ben-
gali-dominated area and can’t be
included in the Sixth Schedule.

You were always in favour of
being firm in dealing with
Ghisingh. But many in your
party and your government re-
fused to accept your argument.
How are you so sure that the
chief minister will act firmly
this time?

The party and the government
are united this time. You will see...
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ateless In Andhra

9 Z&"TRS ministers resign inh
W Hyderabad over Telengana -

1Ty the Telengana Rashtra Samiti (TRS) leadership. They

fought the assembly and Parhament elections last ye:
demanding a separate state of Telengana. The Congres
didn’t agree with the demand, but for electoral reasons had to
agree to an alliance. The Maoists too pitched in with support.
After winning five Lok Sabha and 26 assembly seats, the TRS
now realises that the Telengana state is nothing more than a
mirage. The Congress, the Telugu Desam and the CPM are
opposed to the idea while the BJP is ambivalent. To be fair, the
TRS president and Union minister K Chandrasekhara
Rao (KCR) had threatened to walk out of the UPA and the
Y S Rajasekhara Reddy ministry if the Centre did not get
serious about Telengana. The sub-committee set up by the
UPA under defence minister Pranab Mukherjee met in April
and called for suggestions. A report has been promised on the
issue soon. But KCR has preferred to go for the jugular, except

* that he has preferred to remain in the Union cabinet. The

TRS now plans a ‘forceful agitation’ to protest the state
government’s bias against Telengana.

KCR has raised issues of development — like the construc-
tion of Pulinchintala dam — to beef up his argument. But the
key factor that has forced the TRS to walk out of the ministry
is fear. Fear that the party is losing support at the grass roots,
and more importantly, that the Maoists will target its leaders,
as they had warned. The Maoist threat is real after Andhra
police shot Riyaz, a CPI (Maoist) leader, who was part of the
team that held talks with the government. On Monday, KCR
charged the state government of staging fake encounters and
human rights violations. The YSR ministry is under no threat
since the Congress has a majority in the assembly. What is
worrisome is the trajectory that TRS-Naxal politics will take
in Telengana. After talks between the state government and
the Maoists broke down last year, encounters have been on the
rise. The two sides — the state and the Naxals — have refused
to negotiate political demands. TRS was one of the parties
instrumental in initiating the talks. They should now push
for a resumption of dialogue.
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‘old crisis, new demands

Subhas Ghisingh’s new demands have ensured
that the stalemate over the Darjeeling Gorkha

Hill Council’s status continues. . .

}\\
W

HE WEST Bengal Government h:

attempted to buy peace in the Dar-
jeeling hills by conceding, at various
stages over the past seven months, the
demands of Subash Ghisingh for greater
powers to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council [DGHC] of which he is caretaker
Chairman. The Government is now con-
fronted with a fresh challenge.

Having extracted an affirmative re-
sponse to the additional powers he has
been seeking, Mr. Ghisingh is now ask-
ing for a re-drawing of the political map.
He wants more areas included under the
Council in what appears a throwback to
the days of the agitation for a separate
Gorkhaland State.

As a follow-up to his outright rejec-
tion of the State Government’s proposal
to grant the Council a constitutional
guarantee with the incorporation of a
fresh clause to Article 371 to upgrade the
DGHC, the Centre and the State Govern-
ment have agreed to grant Sixth Sched-
ule status to the Council. Despite this, at
the end of the fifth round of tripartite
talks convened by the Union Home Min-
ister in New Delhi last week, Mr. Ghis-
ingh asked that the Council’s
jurisdiction be extended to cover the en-
tire Darjeeling district. That is, bringing
the plains of the district and Siliguri —
north Bengal’s main business hub — un-
der the purview of the DGHC.

And Mr. Ghisingh’s Gorkha National
Liberation Front has not stopped at that.
It has demanded that the Nepali-dom-
inant pockets in other parts of north
Bengal such as the Dooars be included in
the DGHC. Only tribal-dominated areas
can, under the Constitution, can be in-
cluded in the Sixth Schedule.

Apart from it being reminiscent of the
clamour raised during the mid-1980s ag-

Marcus Dam
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itation for Statehood, the deinand for
inclusion of the Siliguri sub-division
[where Nepalese are a minority] into the
DGHC’s domain has raised the hackles
of the leadership of district’s Communi-
st Party of India [Marxist]. It not only
threatens to kill any hope of elections to
the DGHC being held by September as
promised by Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, but could also snowball
into yet another confrontation between
the State Government and the GNLF.
Bringing the DGHC under the Sixth
Schedule will ensure it greater execu-
tive, legislative, financial and judicial
powers befitting an autonomous self-
governing body. Even before the Dethi
tripartite talks, the State Government
had said it had no objections to this. But
a fresh controversy is looming with Mr.
Ghisingh’s new demand. And his col-
leagues, including the MLA from Kurse-
ong, say “this is just one step towards the
creation of a Gorkhaland State.”
Whether Mr. Ghisingh’s bargaining
powers will pay off this time around is
the question. So far the State Govern-
ment has shown restraint towards what
a senior State Minister and MLA from
Siliguri describes as “Mr. Ghisingh’s
brand of politics.” The Chief Minister
has reiterated that there will be no fur-
ther deferment of elections. But he has
also made clear his determination to
ward off any threat to peace in the hills —
one that hasbeen communicated to both
the Prime Minister and the Union Home
Minister repeatedly. This concern has
got his administration in the past to be
overly accommodating towards Mr.
Ghisingh’s demands. But with the latter
now asking for a revision in the territo-
rial status of the DGHC it is clear that
the situation calls for a good, hard,
re-look.



Unnerved by Naxa@
threat, five TRS
ministers quit govt

Hyderabad: Five Telangana
Rashtriya Samiti (TRS) ministers
pulled out of the Congress-led
coalition government in Andhra
Pradesh on Monday, climaxing
serious differences between the
two parties on the handling of
the Naxalite issue and the sepa-
rate statehood demand. However,
one TRS minister refused to quit.

While T Harish Rao, A Chan-
drasekhar, Capt Lakshminkanta
Rao and Vijayarama Rao met
governor Sushilkumar Shinde
and submitted their papers on
Monday morning, N Narasimha
Murthy faxed his resignation
from the US, where he is attend-
ing a Telugu Association meet-
ing. However, S Santosh Reddy re-
fused to tog the line.

It is still not clear if the party
would also withdraw its support
to the Rajasekhara Reddy govern-
ment, which has a majority on
the basis of the Congress’ 181
MLASs in the 294-member house.

The TRS, which has five mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha and two
ministers at the Centre-—party
chief K Chandrasekhara Rao and
A Narendra—fought last year’s
Lok Sabha and assembly elec-

tions in alliance with the Con—
gress. Its decision to pull out its
ministers from the state govern-
ment came after Chandrasekhara
Rao’s discussions with his party
colleagues on Sunday in the wake
of repeated threats from Nax-
alites asking TRS ministers to re-
sign or face bullets.

Naxalites’ threats began after
the TRS “failed” to achieve a sep-
arate Telengana state, an issue on
which it fought last year’s elec-
tions, and its failure to stop police
action against Maoist rebels.

Chandrasekhara Rao, labour
minister at the Centre, has been
reportedly feeling uneasy about
the fact that he has been not been
able to deliver on the separate
Telangana promise. He had re-
cently met Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and UPA chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi in this regard.
But the Maoist rebels had set a
deadline of mid-June for the TRS
to either to quit the two govern-
ments or face bullets.

Santosh Reddy, who did not at-
tend Sunday’s meeting, said, “If
pulling out of the cabinet can
solve the problem, it should start
with Chandrasekhar Rao.” agence.




TRS threatens to pull out of UPA'

NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD, July
4. — The fractious relations between
the Congress and its Andhra
Pradesh ally, Telengana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS), came to a boil today
with the TRS threatening to pull out
of the UPA government at the
Centre if it fails to receive a “satis-
factory” response on the issue of sep-
arate statehood for Telengana region
from the Congress leadership.

The threat to the coalition at the
Centre came on a day when five
TRS ministers in the Congress-led
government in Andhra Pradesh resi-
gned over the Telengana issue. The
development, however, has no bear-

05 o 278¢

ing on the stability of the state gov-
ernment as the Congress has 185
members in the House of 294.

“We will decide to stay in the UPA
or not after meeting the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmchan Singh, and
the UPA chairperson Mrs Sonia
Gandhi and seeing their response to
our demand,” the TRS chief and
Union labour minister, Mr K
Chandrasekhar Rao, said here.

“I am meeting the Prime Minister
and leaders of other UPA allies and
based on their advice, a decision will
be taken whether to remain in the
UPA or not,” Mr Rao said adding
that he would declare his next move
in the coming few days. He was slated
to meet the PM on the issue tonight.

P Ll

The Congress central leadershlp
sought to send out a signal that the
matter will be resolved “amicably”.
“The leadership of the Congress and
TRS are in touch, the Union
defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, has spoken to Mr
Chandrasekhar Rao,” said the
AICC spokesman, Mr Anand Shar-
ma.

The AICC general secretary in
charge of AP affairs, Mr Digvijay
Singh said the Congress would like
the TRS to “reconsider” today’s
move. “The Andhra chief minister,
Mr YS Rajshekhar Reddy, has con-
veyed the party’s wish to the gover-

nor not to accept the resignation.of
five TRS ministers/




| Asok raps
C ng over\/

KOLKATA, "July 4. —
State municipal affairs
minister and  Siliguri
MLA, Mr Asok Bhatta-
charya, today accused the
Congress’ district leader-
ship of trying to gain
political mileage out of
Mr Subash Ghisingh’s lat-
est demand to include
Siliguri and the Dooars
within the territorial juris-
diction of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council.

“They are trying to fish
in troubled waters,” he
observed at Writers’ this
afternoon. He, however,
expressed . satisfaction at
the “positive - attitude”
shown by the Centre and
referred to media reports
stating the Union minister
from north Bengal, Mr
Priya Ranjan Das Mu-
nshi’s disagreement with
Mr Ghisingh’s demand.

Rejecting the demand
outright, Mr Bhattacharya
said: “We have accepted
several of his demands in
the past. The question of
accepting this one does not
arise.” Mr Bhattacharya
said he was “hopeful”
about the hillﬂchl{cjil polis
taking place #f September
this year.
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5 ministers
desert YSR

Demand for Telangana state

rocks Andhra, UI?Moyts S\

q/

ASHOK Das
Hyderabad, July 4

THE ISSUE of a separate Telan-
gana state reached boiling point
on Monday when five of the six
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
ministers quit Y.S.R. Reddy’s Con-
gress-led coalition government in
Andhra Pradesh to protest the
state’s continuing “anti-Telan-
gana” stance.

The only exception was San-
tosh Reddy, who rebelled against
the party decision and refused to
resign as minister. He said he
would quit the state Cabinet only
if party chief Chandrashekhara
Rao stepped down as labour min-
ister at the Centre.

The party also threatened to
pull out of the UPA government if
it failed to receive a “satisfacto-
ry” response on the issue. “We
will decide whether or not to stay
in the UPA after meeting the
Prime Minister and UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi,” TRS chief
and labour minister K. Chan-
drasekhara Rao said.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, already under pressure
from the Left, responded prompt-
ly. He formed a crisis manage-
ment group headed by defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee to
deal with the TSR grievances.
Manmohan also met Rao and as-
sured him that he would ask for
the early submission of a report.
Pranab, too, called up Rao and as-
sured him that the issue would
be dealt with soon.
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But Rao stuck to his position
that the TRS ministers would not
rejoin the Y.S.R. government, say-
ing it was pursuing “anti-people”
policies and resorting to fake en-
counters. The latest provocation
was the killing in an “encounter”
of a top Naxalite leader sympa-
thetic to the Telangana cause.

The TRS’s main grievance,
however, is the dithering by the
Congress leadership over state-
hood. Rao said the process of cre-
ating a new state needed to be
hastened. He claimed that 26 par-
ties, including 13 UPA allies, were
backing his cause.

Four ministers — G. Vijayarama
Rao, T. Harish Rao, A. Chan-
drasekhar and V. Lakshmikantha
Rao — personally handed over
their resignation letters to Gover-
nor Sushil Kumar Shinde. The
fifth, minister, Nayini Narasimha
Reddy; is away in the United States
and faxed his resignation to Raj
Bhavan in Hyderabad.

STAN TIMES
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ScheduleVI status
for DGHC may not

LEND ME YOUR EARS

____Debasis Sarkar
BAGDOGRA, SUKNA 3 JULY

states’ ‘in-principle’ agree-

ment to include Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) un-
der Schedule V1 of the Constitu-
tion may not be able to stabilise
the political turmoil existing in
the hills since the eighties.

Subash Ghisingh had de-
manded inclusion of DGHC un-
der Schedule V1. The Centre has
given its approval to providing
constitutional recognition to the
DGHC under Schedule VI “if
West Bengal does not object”.
This happened during the last tri-
partite meeting between the
Centre, state and Mr Ghisingh on
July 1 in Dethi.

Schedule VI was meant for the
tribal areas of the North East. Al-
ready seven local councils, hav-
ing tribal majority there, have
been recognised under the
Schedule. The Schedule guaran-
tees specific benefits including
power to enact law, govern edu-
cation, health, forest, etc to the
local councils. However, the state
governor remains the final au-
thority for all laws framed by

IT seems the Centre and the

Che t.
/2(’ écUﬂU[f{[“.

cool hill tempers

SRR

councils.

Inthe hills of Darjeeling, tribals
do not form the majority of the
total populace. Hence it would
require a constitutional amend-
ment to get DGHC included un-
der Schedule VI.

However, state urban develop-
ment minister Ashok Bhat-
tacharya said: “We don't have
any objection as it would bring
peace to hold DGHC elections,
which are already overdue, in
September as Mr Ghisingh has
committed.”

On his way back to Darjeeling,
while hinting of a new tussle, Mr
Ghisingh said: “The question ot
elections does not arise now as
we are in the process of finalising
issues related to Schedule V1.” On
the other hand, Mr Ghisingh de-
manded the entire Darjeeling dis-
trict, including Siliguri and sever-
al other tribal areas of Dooars, be
brought under the council.

“The state government would
never allow that,” Mr Bhat-
tacharya said. “The chief minister
will sit with the other ministers to
analyse the situation on July 4,
where the views of the state will
take final shape,” Mr Bhat-
tacharya said.

Lingg
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| Govt yields but
he wants more ;
g;jg:f::g;g;::tea?}:ly i %Q»’\ %A‘Q ‘ ")\ f)—l{

AT THE end of the Delhi talks, the maverick leader fro' |
\
|

the Darjeeling Hills had the last laugh. The state and the
Centre agreed in principle to Subash Ghisingh demand
for inclusion of the DGHC region in the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution.

Yet Ghisingh refused to com-
mit himself to holding elections
in the region. The GNLF chief
told the state and the Centre that
he was not satisfied: he wanted
[“ e entire “distriet, including
Siliguri, incorporated in the
sixth schedule.

“Polis are a secondary step.
First we must take care of the ter- §
ritory and its status,” Ghisingh
told senior state government and
Union home ministry officials. He :
rejected the offer of invoking Ar- : i
ticle 371 but agreed on having the Subash Ghisingh
DGHC in the Sixth Schedule.

The Sixth Schedule, which entitles a region to special
powers, is in force in certain tribal areas in some north-
eastern states.

“Ghisingh has expressed happiness over the outcome of
the meeting. But he has further demands,” GNLF MLA
Shanta Chhetri said. There will soon be another tripartite
meeting, this time to be attended by chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee.

Though Ghisingh appeared to be holding the govern-
ment to ransom, his party found no cause for celebration.
i “There will be no jubilation unless all demands of our
chief are met. If the government fails to comply, Darjeel-
ing will again see fiery days,” a GNLF leader said.

CPRM leader D.S. Bomzan hailed Ghising’s stubborn
stand. “The state government should have no problems in-
corporating Siliguri. The demand for autonomy is more
than 20 years old. The state should not only incorporate
Siliguri but also parts of Dooars where the Nepali lan-
guage is spoken by the majority.” |

The All India Gorkha League was unimpressed by Ghis- 1

ingh’s pressure tactics. “Ghising and the state govern-

ment are just fooling the public. The UPA government |
does not have the wherewithal to amend the Constitu- |
tion,” said party chief Madan Tamang. ‘J’
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