Jharkhand bandh
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evokes mixed response ¢

RANCHI: The day-long Jharkhand
bandh called by a non-tribal con-
glomeration to put pressure on
the Centre for an amendment in
the Panchayati Raj Act evoked
mixed response today.

The Jharkhand Pradesh Pan-
chayati Raj Adhikar Manch, a
conglomeration of non-tribals
cutting across party lines and
supported by half a dozen small
outfits, demanded repeal of a
provision in the Panchayati Raj
(extention to scheduled areas)
Act, 1996.

They demanded de-reserva-
tion of solitary posts in the
scheduled areas where the tribal
population is negligible before
holding the five-phased polls for
the three-tier Panchayati Raj
system beginning on September
26. Over 600 bandh supporters
were taken into custody. Impor-
tant trains, including the Rajd-
hani Express and Shatabdi
Express were detained at vari-
ous places between Ranchi and
Muri and East Singhbhum by the
bandh supporters.

Self-immolation threat

A bandh supporter tried to
commit self-immolation in front
of the Raj Bhavan but he was
nabbed by the police.

One Anil Mahto of the All
Jharkhand Students Union rang
up all the print and electronic
media houses saying that he
would commit self-immolation
in front of the Raj Bhavan.
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PACIFYING TASK: Ranchi SDO Paramjeet Kaur (left) and others overpower Anil Mahto

b

(centre), who tried to immolate himself to protest against the reservation policy’
adopted by the Jharkhand Government, in Ranchi on Wednesday. PHOTO: PTI

When the newspersons reac-

him. Mahto and one of his

hed the spot, Mahto hesitantly friends have been taken into

held up a bottle of petrol and
waited for the police to arrest
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custody, police added.
The bandh supporters also
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put up blockades o11 railway |
tracks at Rajkharsaw an under
Chakradharpur divisi on of the
South Eastern Railwaj /. --PTI




Kerala Congress (J) quits
United Democratic Front -

ol
Party yet to finalise future political strategy W 9

Staff Reporter r.f
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KOCHI: Protesting agaihst the
“autocratic” style of functioning
of the Chief Minster, Oommen
Chandy, the Kerala Congress
(Jacob) today quit the United
Democratic Front (UDF).

The KC(J) is the second con-
stituent to end the decades-long
political affiliation with the
UDF after the Kerala Congress
faction led by R. Balakrishna Pil-
lai, The party led by the former
Water Resources Minister T. M.
Jacob took the decision after a
high-power committee meeting
held in Kochi on Thursday.

Mr. Jacob told mediapersons
that the party had not yet final-
ised its future political line. The
question of having alliance with
the Left Democratic Front and
the stand to be taken in the com-
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ing Assembly byelections would
be decided later.

Mr. Jacob said all the found-
ing political parties and leaders
of the UDF, including K. Karu-
nakaran, had now been forced
out of the UDF. In these circum-
stances, the party would prove
that the present UDF was not
the real one. The KC(J) would
also establish that the Front in
which the party would be a
member would be the real UDF,
he said.

Mr. Chandy was instrumental
in ensuring the defeat of the
UDF candidates in the last Par-
liament election. He wanted to
prove that the former Chief
Minister A. K. Antony was a fail-
ure as a leader and the Front
would not succeed under his
stewardship, Mr. Jacob alleged.

The relation between Mr. Ja-
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cob and Mr. Chandy had soured
following the non-inclusion of
the former in the Government.

Levelling allegations against
Mr. Chandy, Mr. Jacob said the
impact of the wrong and dictato-
rial policies pursued by Mr.
Chandy would be reflected in
the next civic body and Assemb-
ly polls. The Front was likely to
get a severe drubbing at the
hustings.

He said Mr. Chandy’s aim was
not to let any Congress Govern-
ments come to power in future.
He also wanted to go into the
annals of history as the last Con-
gress Chief Minister in the
State, he said. About the possi-
bility of his party allying with
the one led by Mr. Karunakaran,
he said there was no point of
disagreement with the new par-

ty.
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Karunakaran’ forms ey
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W party

Muraleedharan unanimously elected president of Natlonal Congress (Indlra)

T. Ramavarman

THRISSUR: The Congress in Kerala

split on Sunday with the faction

led by senior party leader and

MP K. Karunakaran forming a

new party, the National Con-
gress (Indira).

The creation of the new party
took place at a massive conven-
tion held in front of the historic

Sakthan Thampuran Palace
here. Mr. Karunakaran’s son and
expelled Congress leader K. Mu-
raleedharan was unanimously
elected president of the new par-
ty. Mr. Karunakaran, who chris-
tened the new party, handed
over its new flag to Mr. Mura-
leedharan, who was earlier the
Kerala Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) president and a
Minister for a brief a period in
the State Cabinet headed by A K.
Antony. The new flag is a mod-
ified version of the Congress tri-
colour, but with a charka and the
portrait of the late Indira Gand-
hi on its middle white portion,

Resolution approved

The convention approved a
political resolution calling for a
replication of the alliance of the

Left forces and the secular and
democratic parties, which is now
prevailing at the Centre and in
the State. The economic resolu-
tion adopted at the meeting calls
for a pro-pobr and pro-farmer
economic policy and for the
waiver of the debts of farmers.
The convention also adopted the
abridged version of the constitu-
tion of the new party.

In his inaugural speech, Mr.

" Karunakaran said that he had
not actually formed a new party,
but had revived the “real Con-
gress,” which would be proved
after the ensuing local body elec-
tions in the State. “It is the real
Congress cleansed of all the
dirt,” he said. He made a scath-
ing attack on Kerala Chief Min-
ister Oommen Chandy and
vowed to oust him from power.

The nonagenarian leader te-
solved to follow in the footsteps
of the Congress leaders from the
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FOCUS ON FATHER AND SON: Former Kerala Chi
National Congress (Indira), to its president K.

Nehru family, including Sonia
Gandhi.

He reiterated that he was one
of those who had persuaded Ms.

Gandhi to take the mantle of’

Congress leadership after the
demise of her husband, Rajiv
Gandhi, and after the late P.V.
Narasimha Rao was ousted.

In carefully selected words he
expressed his dismay over the
neglect of leaders like him by the
party-president and the free ac-
cess given to his rivals who were
mostly bitter critics of the late

T HNOU

Indira Gandhi.
Mr. Muraleedharan said the
party’s  immediate priority

would be to strengthen it from
the grassroots level and install a
vibrant leadership at all levels of
the party through proper orga-
nisational polis.

The split marks a new phase in
the long-drawn out factional
feuds in the State unit of the
Congress in which the loyalists
of Karunakaran and his family
were pitted against the faction
led by Mr. Antony and Mr. Chan-

ef Minister K. Karunakaran hands over the
Muraleedharan in Thrissur on Sunday

dy. The formation of the new
party is expected to have a far-
reaching 1mpact on State poli-
tics, as it is likely to.lead to a
realignment of the political for-
mation here.

The event may have some
consequences at the national
level in the future if Mr. Karu-
nakaran succeeds in his efforts
to tie up with leaders such as
NCP chief and Union Agricul-
ture Minister Sharad Pawar who
had parted from the Congress
earlier.

Hlag of the new party,
L~ PHOTO: H. VIBHU

® New party is real
Congress cleansed of
dirt: Karunakaran

o New party formation is
unfortunate, an extreme
step: A.K. Antony

s Use of ‘Indira’ in party
name and similar flag
has created confusion:
Ambika Soni




Munda sails,
 through:~

RANCHI, March 15. -
Chief minister Mr Arjun
Munda romped home in
the vote of confidence fol-
lowing a head count in the
Jharkhand Assembly today.
He had 40 MLAs in his
support, while the UPA had
the backing of 37 with
UDGP’s Mrs Joba Manjhi
and JMM’s Sukhram Or-
aon abstaining from the tr-
ust vote. NCP’s Mr Kam-
lesh Singh also stayed away
defying his party’s directive.
Before Mr Munda won
the trust vote, the NDA
tasted victory when Mr
Inder Singh Namdhari, its
nominec for Speaker’s p-
ost, was elected by voice
vote. He defeated Mrs
Annapurna Devi of RID.
The session began at 11
a.m. with pro-tem speaker
Mr Karia Munda ann-
ouncing the Speaker’s
election. As the proposals
supporting Mr Namdhari’s
candidature were being

read out, Mr Stephen
Marandi demanded that
Mr Enos Ekka and Mr
Singh be disqualified.

The UPA members tro-
oped to the well of the Ho-
use and started shouting
slogans. At 11.15 am. the
pro-tem speaker went ah-
ead with the Speaker’s elec-
tion through voice vote.

Even after Mr
Namdhari took over the
Speaker’s  chair, the
agitation continued. Op-
position members went on
the rampage, throwing
chairs and tables. Mr
Namdhari had to adjourn
the session till 11.30 a.m.

When the session resu-
med, he allowed Mr Arjun

Munda to move the
motion of confidence.
Amidst protests, Mr

Namdhari put the motion
to vote. After asking those
in support to raise their
hands, he declared the
motion of confidence had
been carried by 40 votes.
Later, a UPA delegation
met Governor Syed Sibtey
Razi. “We told him how
the Anti-defection Law
was flouted,” Mr Marandi
said. The UPA would seek
an appointment with Pre-
sident Dr APJ Abdul Ka-
lam to apprise him of the
events in the House, he
said. — SNS
Another report
on page 4
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THE EXPECTED HAS happened in Jharkhand
with Chief Minister Arjun Munda winning the
vote of confidence in the State Assembly. Yet the
final figures, 40 for the National Democratic Alli-
ance and 37 for the United Progressive Alliance,
tell a story of their own — a story of back room
manoeuvres, poaching, and anxious moments
spent before the final count. Consider the statis-
tics. In a House of 81, the NDA claimed the back-
ing of 41 legislators — when it took its flock of
supporters for a parade before the Governor,
and later when it dramatically produced the lot
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. For all that the numbers
constituted a clear majority on paper, there was
a twist in the tale in the form of the Speaker’s
election. The NDA knew that once it nominated
one of its members for this post, it would be
faced with a 40-40 tie. And although there was an
escape route by way of the Speaker’s casting
vote, the situation seemed unacceptably risky
for NDA managers working overtime to ensure
Mr. Munda’s victory. Thus it was that two legis-
lators supporting the UPA did the disappearing
act: Kamlesh Singh of the Nationalist Congress
Party re-admitted himself to hospital and joba
Manjhi of the United Goans Democratic Party
arrived too late for the vote, claiming she had
been delayed by a car breakdown. A third MLA,
Sukhram Oraon of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,
was sighted in the House but had apparently
failed to sign the attendance register. That all
three MLAs belong to recognised political parties
— as opposed to independents who can exercise
their free will while voting — only underscores
the farcical nature of the voting. Indeed, these
three — as well as a fourth one, Enos Ekka of the
Jharkhand Party — stand to be disqualified un-
der the now ostensibly more stringent anti-de-
fection law, although it is anybody’s guess
whether the Speaker will be in any hurry to pro-
ceed ggainst them. The manner of the Speaker’s
conduct of the confidence vote, admittedly in
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the face of Opposition intransigence, left little
doubt about his partisanship.

In the sound effects surrounding the Jhark-
hand happenings, one ironic detail has got ob-
scured. Shibu Soren’s ignominious exit
notwithstanding, he was the popular choice for
Chief Minister. Mr. Munda, on the other hand,
was found to have minimal public backing. A
post-poll survey done by the Centre for the Study
of Developing Societies and supported by
The Hindu found 23 per cent of respondents
preferred Mr. Soren and only 10 per cent fa-
voured Mr. Munda. The Bharatiya janata Party’s
Babulal Marandji, the ousted first Chief Minister
of the State, was backed for the post by 22 per
cent. Mr. Soren also enjoyed higher support than
the rival contenders among Adivasis, Dalits, and
Muslims. So why did things go so badly for the
UPA — in the Assembly election as well as in the
way the alliance handled post-election complica-
tions? One obvious reason is of course the unrav-
elling of the winning Lok Sabha alliance. A
post-facto analysis by the CSDS suggests that had
the UPA alliance remained intact, it would have
won 44 seats.

The JMM-Congress combination was also af-
fected by the migration of votes towards smalle
parties and the independents. This, in turn, ap-
pears to have been hastened by the infighting in
the JMM and, in particular, by a poor selection of
candidates by Mr. Soren. The JMM-Congress
blundered all the way — it lost the election and
then gracelessly made a grab for power through a
pliant Governor. The alliance turned out to have
little of the killer instincts of the BJP, which made
the most of its stint in the Opposition. It seized
the moral high ground, garnered public sympa-
thy, won practical relief from the apex court, and
chipped away at Mr. Soren’s legislative support.
There is a lesson in all this for the UPA. When
there is no democratic mandate to rule, it makes
sense, eminent sense, to sit in the Opposition.

|
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Munda sworn
in Jharkhand

Chief Minister

® 5 Independents made Ministers

®

By D.P. Sharan and Agencies

RANCHI, MARCH 12. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party leader, Arjun
Munda, was today sworn in
Chief Minister of Jharkhand by
the Governor, Syed Sipte Razi,
here. Along with him five Inde-
pendents took oath as Minis-
ters.

They are Sudesh Kumar Ma-
hato and Chandra Prakash
Choudhary of the AJSU, Enos
Ekka of the Jharkhand Party,

Madhu Kora and Harinarayan -

Roy (Independents).

Kamlesh Kumar Singh of the
Nationalist Congress Party,
whose name was included in
the list of Ministers to be sworn
in, did not take oath and was
reported to be in hospital. He
was a Minister in the erstwhile
Soren Cabinet.

The five Independent MLAs
have played a key role in bring-
ing back the Munda Govern-
ment in the State by refusing to
support the 10-day-old Soren
Government. Mr. Soren quit as
Chief Minister on Friday follow-
ing his failure to seek a trust
vote in the Assembly as ordered
by the Supreme Court.

The Governor invited Mr.
Munda late last night to form
the Government after accepting
Mr. Soren’s resignation.

The former Deputy Prime
Minister and BJP president,
L.K.Advani, former Union Min-
isters, George Fernandes and
Ravishankar Prasad, were pre-
sent on the occasion. Before the
swearing-in, Mr. Munda took
the ‘blessings’ of Mr. Advani.

“Second victory”

Mr. Advani said the invita-
tion to the NDA to form the
Government was the ‘“‘second
victory” for the alliance in the
State and gave credit for this to
the media. ““It is our second vic-
tory. The first was given by the
voters. In the second, the media
had a role... It highlighted the
facts before the nation,” Mr.
Advani told reporters.

Talking to newsmen at the
Raipur airport later on his way
to Mangalore, Mr. Advani said
the issues against the Lok Sab-
ha Speaker, Somnath Chatter-
jee, and the Jharkhand
Governor had “ended” with the
installation of an NDA Govern-
ment in Jharkhand.

New pro tem Speaker

Mr. Munda'’s Cabinet tonight
announced that the floor test
for the new Government would
be held on Monday, March 14,

Floor test tomorrow

and recommended the name of
the senior BJP leader, Karia
Munda, as pro tem Speaker.
The Governor had given the
Munda Government time till
March 21 for seeking the trust
vote.

The trial of strength on
March 14 would be preceded
by the election of the Speaker,
who would be nominated a day
earlier, the Cabinet Secretary,
Aditya Swaroop, said after a
meeting chaired by the Chief
Minister.

Balmuchu resigns

The pro tem Speaker, Pra-
deep Kumar Balmuchu, ten-
dered his resignation today. Mr.
Balmuchu told The Hindu that
he had resigned on personal
grounds. He adjourned the
House yesterday till March 15
following the objection raised
by the Treasury benches over
his powers to hold a vote of
confidence. Subsequently, he
referred the matter to the Presi-
dent seeking guidelines under
Section 212 and 143 of the Con-
stitution whether he could con-
duct the vote of confidence in
the light of the recent directive
of the Supreme Court. As per
the Constitution, only the
Speaker is empowered to hold
the vote of confidence and not
the pro tem Speaker, members
of the House pointed out.

The adjournment of the
House provided more time to
the Government to move the
confidence motion. Conse-
quently, the Opposition lodged
a complaint with the Governor
and asked him to dismiss the
Government and invite the
NDA.

| never said it:
Somnath

NEW DELHI, MARCH 12. The Lok
Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chat-
terjee, who took a dim view of
the Supreme Court’s interim or-
der on Jharkhand and suggested
Presidential reference on it, to-
day said he had never stated the
apex court’s order should not be
implemented. “The Supreme
Court’s order is binding on ev-
erybody. I have never said the
order of the court should not be
implemented. Whether a review
of the court’s order can be done
through the Presidential refer-
ence was the option explored at
the meeting of the leaders in
Parliament.” — PTI ;
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Jharkhand assembly

adjourned amidst bedlam

it ; G 3% ‘fﬁ i

was on Frlday adjourned till March 15
without taking up the business of con-
fidence vote in the Soren government
as directed by the supreme court.

The house witnessed uproarious
scenes and the proceedings were
videographed as directed by the
supreme court, right from the begin-
ning. The ruling UPA members, ap-
parently not having numbers on
their side in the 81-member house,
raised the issue of pro tem speaker’s
“competence” to conduct a trial of
strength and asked him to follow the
governor’s directive.

Amidst uproar in the house over
the supreme court directive that the
trial of strength should be held on Fri-
day, pro tem speaker Pradeep Kumar
Balmuchu ruled that nowhere in In-
dia the business of vote of confidernice
is conducted by a pro temn speaker.

Supporting the observations made
by Lok Sabha speaker Somnath Chat-
terjee, who had suggested that a pres-
idential reference may be made to the
supreme court for its opinion, Bal-
muchu said the President should seek
the apex court’s opinion on the course
to be taken by the assembly As the
furore continued, the pro tem speaker
adjourned the house till Monday:

The pro tem speaker initially ad-
journed the house till 11.40 am and
when it met, the ruling party mem-
bers rushed to the well displaying a
newspaper which had a photograph
of five Independent MLAs along
with BJP president I. K Advani.
They claimed that a person standing
behind them was holding & gun,
which shows they were “kept in cap-
tivity at gun-point.”

Amid the ruckus, two b.rward
Bloec, MLAs, Bhanupratar :
Aparna Sengupta, who “gave” somé
anxious moments to UPA on Thurs-
day, took oath as members. They were
seen sitting with the UPA members.
The house was then adjourned till 12
noon and as confusion prevailed it
was adjourned again till 12.15 pm.

When it met again, the ruling party
members rushed to the well of the
house again demanding a discussion
on the newspaper photograph episode.
Balmuchu said he would allow each
member to speak and requested the
members repeatedly to take their
seats, but his demand went unheeded
and as the confusion prevailed he
again adjourned the house till 2 pm.
The Jharkhand issue had its echo in

‘@m
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UPA members proceeding towards the Jharkhand assembly

New Delhi: The Centre on Friday
decided against making a Presi-
dential Reference to the supreme
court over its order in the Jhark-
hand case, saying it was duty
bound to honour the apex court’s
direction.

“Supreme court jo bhi aadesh
deti hai uska palan karna hamara
daitva hai. Hum us daitva se door
nahi bhag sakte. (It is our duty to
abide by the supreme court’s order.
We cannot run away from it),” law
minister H R Bhardwaj told re-
porters here. A view against mak-
ing a Presidential Reference

| emerged at a meeting held at Prime
e e Minister Manmohan Singh’s resi-

dence on Friday morning which
was attended among others by UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi.
Sources said the government de-
cided against going ahead with a

Centre decides against
Presidential Reference

Presidential Reference since it was
the apex court which had passed
the order on the Jharkhand issue
and approaching it again could
prove counter-productive. The is-
sue was thoroughly discussed at
the meeting in the backdrop of Lok
Sabha speaker Somnath Chatter-
jee’s suggestion after an all-party
meeting on Thursday night that a
Presidential Reference could be
made to seek the apex court’s opin-
ion so that constitutional balance
could be restored.

The others who attended the
meeting were defence minister
Pranab Mukherjee, home minister
Shivraj Patil, law minister H R
Bharadwaj, finance minister P Chi-
dambaram, parliamentary affairs
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, HRD
minister Arjun Singh and Sonia’s
political secretary Ahmed Patel. eni

Parliament as both Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha were thrown into turmoil
with NDA members demanding im-
mediate central intervention to ensure
democracy functioned in the state.
The matter was raised during
zero hour in both houses with NDA
members resorting to slogan-shout-
ing and even rushing to the well in
the Rajya Sabha leading to adjourn-
ment of the two houses before lunch.

In the Lok Sabha, BJP deputy
leader V K Malhotra said a party MP
had been injured in lathi-charge and
teargassing outside the assembly in
Ranchi. In the upper house, the mat-
ter was raised by leader of the oppo-
sition Jaswant Singh who appealed to
the Centre to intervene as Jharkhand
assembly was adjourned repeatedly
on Friday, the day of the floor test as
directed by the supreme court. et
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~HC rejects

3 Birla
caveats

Kolkata: In a crucial v1ctory
for Rajmder
Lodha in his
fight against
the Birlas for
the estate of
M P Birla, the
Calcutta high
court on Fri- 4
day dismissed R S Lodha
three caveats from the Birla
side with regard to the 1999
will of Priyamwada Birla.

Justice Kalyanjyoti Sen-
gupta in his order held that K
K Birla, B K Birla and Ya-
sowardhan Birla, had no
caveatable interest in the
matter. The court, however,
admitted the caveatable inter-
est of G P Birla. On the other
hand, the court also admitted
Lodha’s caveatable interest in
the 1982 will of M P Birla.

The court ordered that it
would first hear the probate
application for the 1982 will of
M P Birla and 1999 will of
Priyamwada Birla. Lodha, a
chartered accountant is en-
gaged in a legal battle with the
Birla family for the control of
the Rs 5000 crore worth estate
of M P Birla on the basis of
Priyamwada Birla’s will.

Privamwada Birla, who
died in July last year has be-
queathed the entire estate of
M P Birla to Lodha by the pur-
ported will of 1999. The Birlas
challenged it claiming that
the entire estate should go to
charities as per a mutual will
of M P Birla and Priyamwada
Birla made in 1982. e

Gen accepts

India’s invite -

Islamabad: President Pei-
vez Musharraf has accepted
India’s invitation to watch
one of the matches in the
ongeing Indo-Pak cricket se-
ries but no decision has
been taken on the match the
General would witness.

Pakistan’s minister for in-
formation Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed said from Islamabad
that he received the invita-
tion from Indian high com-
missioner S § Menon on
Thursday and had forward-
ed it to the President. en
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Court vs legislature

on PM’s table

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, March 10: An
all-party meeting boycott-
ed by the BJP has suggest-
ed that the option of a pres-
idential reference should
be explored to “restore the
constitutional balance” in
the wake of the Supreme
Court order to advarnce the
Jharkhand trust vote,

If such a reference should
be made will now be decided
by the government.

The recommendation to
move the reference — a re-
quest made by the government
through the President to the
Supreme Court to clarify the
legal position on sensitive is-
sues — capped a day of uproar
in Tarliament over perceived
judicial interference in the
functions of the legislature.

Speaker Somnath Chatter-
jee defused a showdown be-
tween supporters and critics
of the court order by conven-
ing the all-party meeting.

Yesterday, the Supreme
Court advanced the trust vote
in Jharkhand and said a notifi-
cation by the governor was not
required for revising the

schedule of the Assembly.

In a statement issued after
the two-hour meeting, Chat-
terjee said: “With all respect to
the Supreme Court, we wish to
point out that in this case we
have grave doubts and we feel
greatly disturbed about the
nature of the order.”

One of the suggestions
made at the meeting was thata
reguest may be made to the
President under Article 143 of
the Constitution through the
executive. “This showed faith
in the judiciary,” he said.

The reference under Arti-
cle 143 means that if the
Supreme Court gives its opin-
ion, it will not be binding on
the government. The court
need not always give a clarifi-
cation to a presidential refer-

leader of the House, said he
would discuss with the Prime
Minister and come back with a
decision, possibly tomorrow.

Chatterjee said the “major-
ity of the leaders expressed
their grave concern” over the
developments.

The statement said that
according to the Constitution,
“no officer or member of
Parliament, who is vested
with the power of regulating
the procedure or conduct of
the business in the House or in
the matter of maintenance
of order in the House, shall
be subject to the jurisdiction
of any court in respect of the
exercise by him of those
powers”.

It said that following the
Supreme Court order, “the

ence — as hap- contours  of
pened inthe Ay- M 10 the area of su-
odhya B e premacy  of
when a request . the different
was made. Naxalltg violence spread organs, speci-
Now the desplte the fact that ally of )the leg-
government the great Sardar Patellj | ;.00 have
has to decide hadhpresmefl overthe | . i} lurred”.
whether a refer- ome ministry The article
ence will be . that provides
MANMOHAN SINGH X
made. Pranab e T complete im-
Mukherjee, the on LK Advani munity to the
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President and the governor
from being answerable to any
court in the matter of dis-
charge of their duties also
comes under question.

If corrective steps are not
taken, “it will totally upset the
fine constitutional balance
and the democratic function-
ing of the state as a whole”, the
statement added.

“The legislature should se-
riously consider the conse-
quences of, what may be
termed, encroachment upon
their authority and jurisdic-
tion. It is necessary that the
legislature’s supremacy as en-
shrined in the Constitution
should be clearly asserted.
This is a matter which should
be looked into transcending
all political formations and
topical developments.”

The BJP walked out of the
meeting. “Only because the
court has given a ruling in
favour of the BJP you are con-
demning it,” said Sushma
Swaraj.

But three of its key allies,
the Janata Dal (United), Biju
Janata Dal and the Telugu
Desam, attended the meeting.
W See Page 6



Soren

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 9

THE COUNTRY'S highest court
struck a triple blow to Jhark-
hand chief minister Shibu Soren
today, shaving four days off his
calendar for horsetrading, scut-
tling his move to alter the com-
position of the Assembly and
hinting at possible “fraud” in the
way his government was formed.

The Supreme Court said the
Assembly, which convenes to-
morrow to allow the new mem-
bers to take cath, must hold the
trust vote on March 11 and not
March 15, as announced by Gov-
ernor Syed Sibtey Razi.

And hours after the ruling
coalitioh appointed an Anglo-In-
dian member, Alfred Rozario, to
the House, thus gaining a crucial
vote ahead of the trial of
strength, the three-member
Bench stayed the nomination till
after the trust vote when a “legit-
imate” government takes over.

The court, which was hearing
a petition by former chief minis-
ter and NDA leader Arjun Mun-
da, then cast doubt on the way
the current ministry was
formed. “If the averments made
in the petition are correct, it (the
manner of the Soren govern-
ment’s formation) is a total fraud
on the Constitution and its pro-
visions. We can take steps to pre-
vent this, even before we have de-
cided the matter,” Justice Y.K.
Sabharwal said.

1 L,k K ,““JT‘” R

ourt advances
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 floor test

To make sure that the trust
vote is free and fair, the judges
laid down that:

m The chief secretary and DGP
must ensure the safety of all
MLAs;

B The Assembly proceedings
must be shot on video;

® The proceedings must be held
in a peaceful manner — any dis-
turbance would be viewed
seriously;

m The floor test result should be
announced by the pro-tem
Speaker faithfully to the House

The judges rejected the Jhark-
hand government’s argumennts
that they could not review the
Governor’s order under Article
164 of the Constitution. “If the
Governor’s discretion is prima
facie mala fide, yes,” the Bench,
headed by Chief Justice R.C. La-
hoti, said.

The state’s counsel argued that
under the constitutional system
of checks and balances, the court
cannot interfere in Assembly pro-
ceedings. Article 212 specifically
bars this, he said. “Moreover, the
Governor and the Speaker, who
are parties to the case, have not
been heard,” he contended.. This
brought the stinging remark on
the “fraud on the Constitution”
from Justice Sabharwal.

The court directed Munda’s
counsel, Mukul Rohtagi, to sug-
gest names of constitutional ex-
perts who might be able to help it
decide the merits of the case.

# More reports on Page 4
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Blow by blow

i Trust vote will
now be held on
March 11 instead
of March 15

Court stays
UPA’s nomination
of Anglo-indian
member of House,
who would have
voted for Soren,
t||| the floor test

» Court orders
chlef secretary,
DGP to ensure
MLAs’ safety.
House proceed-
ings on March 11
to be shot on video

Shibu Soren
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Pro tem Speaker
puts UPA govt
to morality test

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 11 MARCH

HE stage is set for a full-
Tblown confrontation be-

tween the UPA and the ju-
diciary with Jharkhand’s pro tem
Speaker Pradip Kumar Bal-
muchu on Friday detying the
Supreme Court order to under-
take a majority test in the Assem-

- of the Supreme Court’ on the is-

sue. There were reports from
Ranchi, which said the pro tem
Speaker has written to the Presi-
dent seeking his intervention
Leading the treasury side’s charge
was parliamentary affairs minis
ter Girinath Singh, who said th
protem Speaker should strictly g
by the governors schedule ¢
events under which he woul

bly. There were
fears that chaos of
political contention
in Jharkhand will
raise serious ques-
tions about the rul-
ing alliance’s politi- §
cal morality.

The Jharkhand P
drama  unfolded
like this: The UPA,
which faces a nu-
merical deficit in
the state, raised the
issue of pro tem
Speaker’s “compe-
tence” to conduct the floor test
right from the beginning and
forced four adjournments of the
Assembly. Finally, adjourning the
House till March 15 in the
evening, the pro tem Speaker re-
ferred to the demand of ruling
party members on his authority
to preside over a trial of strength.
Nowhere in India has a pro tem
Speaker till now conducted a
vote of confidence.

Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee’s suggestion for presi-
dental reference also came in
handy for the Speaker. He said the
President should seek the opinion

only preside ove
oath taking b
members and th
Speaker’s electior

The UPA mem
bers  displayec
clippings of ¢
newspaper ¢
claim that the In-
dependent MLAs
| had been “kid-
napped” by the
NDA and were be-
ing forced to sup-
port the Opposi-
BN tion combine.

Hotly contesting the ruling |
side contentions, the BJP-led
NDA members maintained that
Mr Balmuchu had no discretion
but to simply obey the directive of
the Supreme Court that the trial |
of strength should be conducted
on Friday itself. The reasons of-
fered by the pro tem Speaker are
sure 10 be contested for several
reasons. If the government had
doubts about the legitimacy of
conducting the floor test with the
pro tem Speaker in the chair,
why did it convene the House on
March 10 as directed by the
Supreme Court.

The Economic Time:

10 MAR 2005
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UPA, NDA fight
over Jharkhand

e ——— e

Speaxers post

. 1 K
Press Trust of India
Ranchi, March 8

AFTER THE tug of war
over government formation
in Jharkhand, the UPA and
NDA will now fight over the
Speaker’'s post.

On Tuesday, the UPA gov-
ernment refused to allow
NDA candidate Inder Singh
Namdhari to unanimously
sail through as Speaker,
preparing for a showdown
on March 11.

“We know how Namdhari
adjourned the House a few
years ago when the govern-
ment faced an imminent de-
feat on the floor. So we reject
this offer,” RJD leader and
parliamentary affairs min-
ister Girinath Singh said at
a press conference in
Ranchi.

After Namdhari was cho-
sen as the candidate for
the post of Speaker, NDA

THE HIDUSTAN TIVFS

leader Arjun Munda ap- |
pealed to all legislators to|,

- elect Namdhari unopposed

“as he is an experienced leg-
islator”.

The UPA has decided to
call off its proposed March
14 rally against the BJP. In
return, it asked the BJP to
“set free” the five Indepen-
dent MLAs it has allegedly !
held captive.

In a move that may spark
off another controversy,
Singh said the UPA would
recommend an Anglo-Indi-
an as nominated candidate
when the Shibu Soren-led
Cabinet met on Wednesday.

Asked whether it was not
against convention to rec-
ommend the nomination be-
fore the vote of confidence,
Singh said, “The Constitu-
tion allows for the nomina-
tion of Ango-Indian candi-
dates and there is a prece-
dent too.”

09 MAR 2004
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Balmuchu appointed Jharkhand

a > A
,/ ¢ Y i
By A Correspondent

RANCHI, MARCH 7. The Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government
in Jharkhand today appointed
the Congress MLA, Pradeep Ku-
mar Balmuchu, pro tem Speak-
er in the Assembly. The Cabinet
used its veto power against the
objection raised by the Gover-
nor, Syed Sibtey Razi, last night.

According to the Chief Secre-
tary, Aditya Swarup, the Cabinet
had recommended Mr. Balmu-

" chu to the Governor for the

post. But the Governor turned it
down last night saying Mr. Bal-
muchu was not the senior-most

pro tem Speaker ..

MLA in the State. The Governor
had directed the Cabinet to re-
consider the proposal.

The State Cabinet vetoed the
directive and resolved today to
recommend Mr. Balmuchu
again. As per the Constitution,
the Governor is bound to en-
dorse such a proposal if the
Cabinet recommends it a sec-
ond time.

Oath administered

Consequently, the Governor
administered the oath of office
and secrecy to Mr. Balmuchu
here this evening, Barring the
Chief Minister, Shibu Soren,
who was in New Delhi, the en-

tire Cabinet was present.

The Governor later told the
media that he had been left with
no option but to endorse the
Cabinet’s wish.

To a question on the writ pet-
ition filed by the former Chief
Minister, Arjun Munda, in the
Supreme Court today challeng-
ing the Governor's decision to
invite the UPA to form the gov-
ernment in the State, Mr. Razi
said he had no knowledge about
the development. Later, the
Governor left for Lucknow.

‘Undemocratic’

At a press conference at the
Bharatiya Janata Party office lat-

08

er today, the two former Chief
Ministers, Babulal Marandi and
Arjun Munda, said Mr. Balmu-

chu’s appointment was “un-
constitutional and
undemocratic.” They said that

the Government was trying to
muster the support of inde-
pendent MLAs by exercising
“coercive measures.” They said
the Government was “trymg to
create a reign of terror” in the
State by organising a rally in
Ranchi before the vate of
confidence.

They said their MLAs were
not safe in the State and hence
the party preferred to keep
them in Rajasthan.

—
-
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Distasteful drama

Politics at a new low in Jharkhand ~

Giving Sibu Soren six days after the new Jharkhand
assembly is convened on 10 March to prove his
majority is another ploy by the Governor — without a
mandatc from the people. With principles utterly
compromised, and Congress scemingly encouraging the
Governor in  his misadventures, the state is heading for
more trouble. Sibu Soren, with 17 JIMM MLAs, nine from
Congress and some more from smaller parties, is well
behind the half-mark in the 81-member assembly. He was
invited him to form the government wholly by default and
made worse by the trial of strength being fixed for a distant
date, 21 March. The waves of protest and dark hints of
malice aforethought on the part of the Governor and
abetment from 10 Janpath, prompted the President to
intervene and ask the Governor to advance the vote date.
But no real amends are evident. What is clear is that the
NDA is determined to hold on to its flock of 36 and five
Independents, while Soren is bent on adopting desperate,
and despicable, measures to lure away some of them.

None of this is surprising. But, thanks to the Governor,
it has taken politics in Jharkhand to a new low. It is now up
to Soren to employ his ingenious devices between swearing
in of MLAs on 10 March and the vote of confidence on 15
March. How long does it take for the pro-tem Speaker to
swear in 81 MLAs? Why is another date necessary for the
government’s majority to be proved? Razi has set some
unhealthy precedents. The worst possible scenario is that
Soren, well known for accepting inducements, will use
rewards and threats to reach the magic figure. The
unsavoury drama has acquired ridiculous dimensions with
complaints that elected Independents are “abducted” but
are still enjoying a holiday at somebody else’s expense in
the national park in BJP-ruled Rajasthan. Since one or two
MLAS can tilt the balance, it is difficult to say who will win
the battle of nerves -— but easy to say that this should not
be done. What is certain is that Jharkhand, after five years
of non-performance, has worse days ahead.

THE STATESMAN 08
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THE HINDU, Monday, March 7, 2005

ix months ago, the out-
come of the jharkhand
Assembly election
seemed a forgone con-
clusion. The 2004 Lok Sabha
. election had seen a decimation
of the decade-old dominance of
the Bharatiya Janata Party in
this new State, formerly a part of
Bihar. The grand alliance forged
painstakingly by the Congress
with the Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha, the Rashtriya Janata Dal
and the Communist Party of In-
dia made a near-clean sweep,
winning 13 of 14 Lok Sabha
seats, leaving just one for the
BJP. The alliance established a
lead in 62 out of 81 Assembly
segments in the State. Anyone
could be forgiven for assuming
that the Assembly election,
which was held within a year of
this verdict, would prove tobe a
non-contest. For assuming that
notwithstanding the usual elec-
toral complexities of Assembly
elections, the Congress-JMM al-
liance would displace the BJP in
the State. Jharkhand, which held
its first ever Assembly election,
looked all set to emulate Utta-
ranchal and Chhattisgarh. In
these States, the ruling parties in
the pre-poll Assemblies (the BJP
in Uttaranchal and the Congress
in Chattisgarh) lost the first As-
sembly election.

The  Jharkhand  results
showed the State did not go the
way of the other two. However,
there were certain common fac-
tors. As in the other two newly
formed States, the Assembly
election in Jharkhand was
marked by intense participation
and fragmentation. The cre-
ation of a new but long cher-
ished State led to the
intensification of political activ-
ities. The election witnessed a
modest rise of about two per-
centage points in the turnout,
even as neighbouring Bihar wit-
nessed a sharp drop in voter
turnout. The number of contes-
tants was 1,390 as against the
882 who contested from this re-
gion in the last Bihar Assembly
election. In Uttaranchal and
Chhattisgarh, the upsurge in
participation had been accom-
panied by a fragmentation of
the party political space: hung
Assemblies with a large propor-
tion of votes going to smaller
political formations. This is
what happened in Jharkhand
too, only even more so than in
the other two States,

The hung Assembly in Jhark-
hand reflects a deeper fractur-
ing of the electorate, something
that may become a reference
point in Indian politics. An anal-
vsis of the final vote share re-

.
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A cohesive and more inclusive UPA alliance was likely to have secured a majority in Jharkhand. But the Assembly election results

also suggest a disenchantment with all mainstream parties and a greater fragmentation of the socially marginalised, say Yogendra

Yadav and Sanjay Kumar, basing their analysis on a post-poll survey conducted by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies.

Total
seats
North 28
South 36

17

Santhal Parganas

Total
seats
ST reserved seats 28
SC reserved seats 10
General seats 43
Total 81

Note: In 2000, the elections were for the Bihar Assembly and the figures reflect the performance of parties in the Jharkhand region. The figures under the change and swing columns are in percentage points.

Turnout
(%)

54.4
53.0
59.4

Turnout
(%)

58.3
52.0

57.7
56.9

Changs
from 2000

+1.2
-3.9
-1.5

Change
from 2000

+4.7
+5.5
+0.5
+1.8

MAIN FINDINGS OF THE POST-POLL SURVEY

Seats | Change | Vote Swing
won | from 2000} share (%) |from 2000
8 -3 | 219 -6.1
11 +3 (277 -79
7 -3 | 31.9 |-19.0

Seats | Change | Vote Swing
won | from 2000 | share (%) |from 2000
12 0| 3121176
2 020.1)-93
12 +3 ] 252} -6.1
26 | +3|263]-97

Parties

BJP
JO Ly
Congress
JMM

RJD

CPL+ CPLIM)

Other Left Parties*

Independents
Others

Assembly
2000

Lok Sabha
2004

Note: JD (U) in Assembly 2000 includes Samata Party that won 5 seats and got 4.2 per cent votes.
Other Left parties include CP} (ML}, Forward Bloc and Marxist Coordination Committee (M-COR).

Congress + JMM

Congress + JMM

won

14
15

Independents

All IR 7%

Yadavs IENEN 29%

Dalits [N 34%
Adivasis - 31%
Muslims [N 31%

Other Parties

Kurmis / Mahatos IR 5! 7
" Other OBCs —'57%

Note: The figures are ‘yes’ responses to the question “Do you think the BJP
Government of Jharkhand shoutd get another chance?”

tes [N 75%

L UpperCas

BJP +]D (U) RID+
Seats I Change | Vote Swing Seats | Change | Vote Swing Seats | Change | Vote Swing Seats | Change | Vote Swing
from 2000 | share (%) |from 2000| won | from 2000 share (%) }from 20001 won | from 2000 | share (%) |from 2000 won  Jirom 2000 | share (%} | from 2000
+1 (238 -58 3 -3 (154 | -0.1 0 -2 |156 | +6.1| 3 +1 [23.3 | +5.9
-8 1293 -67| 3 0 75 | -6.8 1 +1 (155 (+169| 6 -4 1200 1+10.5
+3 302 +3.7| 1 -2 |114 | -09 2 +2 (145|495 0 0 {120 | +6.7

7

Seats
won

10

7
19
36

BJP +]D (U)
Change | Vote
from 2000 | share (%)
-5 307
+3 | 324
-2 248
-4 | 274

Assembly 2005
Congress BJP ‘
Lok Sabha RjD+ Others
election 2004 +]MM +]D (U) !
Those who voted {JPA 449, 8% 20% 28%
Those who voted NDA 9% 64% 3% 23%

RJD +
Swing Seats | Change | Vote
from 2000 | won | from 2000 | share (%)
-1.3 1 +1 29
+4.1 1 -3 ]18.3
-7.0 5 -3 ]13.9
-4.1 7 -5 | 11.3

Congress supporters
JMM supporters

BJP supporters
RJD supporters

Other Parties

Independents
Swing | Seats | Change | Vote Swing | Seals | Change | Vote
from2000| won |from 2000 | share (%) | from 2000| won | from 2000| share (%)
321 2 +2 |18.2 |+13.0] 3 +2 | 17.0
-151] 0 0 /137 +78] 0 0 | 155
-4.0 1 -1 1143 | +69| 6 +3 | 21.8
50 3 +1 | 153 ] +8.7! 9 +5 | 19.7

Total
supporters

14%
13%
25%

8%

Swing
from 2000

+9.1
+12.5
+10.0
+10.1

Graphics by Varghese Kallada

Congress BJP
+ MM +JD (U) RJD +| Others
67% 5% | 10% | 18%
60% 9% 2% | 29%
3% 77%. 2% | 19%
4% 8% 8% | 10%

C aione

JMM is a little more than that of
the BJP, but the hold of these
two parties over their commit-
ted voters was much less. The
JMM fared worse in this respect;

it could hold only 60 per cent of -

its self-declared supporters, a
clear indicator of disaffection
within the party rank and file.

Greater fragmentation

The verdict in Jharkhand in-
vites a deeper question: why did
the combine that seemed to
represent the majority of the
State’s population — Adivasis,
Muslims and Dalits — fail to se-
cure a majority? The CSDS post-
poll survey in the State points to
a political fragmentation of the
weaker sections, while the
smaller but more powerful sec-
tions were less divided. The
Congress-JMM combine was no
doubt the major vote-getter
among Adivasis, Dalits and
Muslims, but compared with
the Lok Sabha election, this alli-
ance actually lost six percentage
points among Adivasis and 23
percentage points among Mus-
lims. Adivasis, who constitute
about 25 per cent of the State’s
population, got divided along
political and tribal lines and
were therefore unable to play a
decisive role in this election.
The lead secured by the Con-
gress and JMM among Adivasi
voters was not enough to win a
majority of even the 28 seats re-
served for the Scheduled Tribes.
The Congress-IMM won 12 of
these, while 10 went to the BJP-
JD (U). In these seats, the Con-
gress-JMM lost as much as 18
percentage points of the vote
when compared with the 2000
Assembly election.

The BJP also suffered losses
across all communities, but it
managed to secure 58 per cent
of the “upper caste” vote, which
proved to be more of a vote bank
than therest. Its support for the
extension of reservation bene-
fits to the Kurmi-Mahato com-
munity inflicted major damage
on the Congress-JMM. This
time, the Yadavs consolidated
even more in favour of the RJD.
Other parties and Independents
attracted a large proportion of
the vote of the backward and
marginalised communities. As a
result, these communities did
not influence the election as
much as they might have.

In Jharkhand, the social pat-
tern is linked to the geograph-
ical. All the major parties
suffered reversed in the areas
that were considered their
strongholds. The RID suffered
reverses in the 28 seats in the

——



panied by a tragmentation of
the party political space: hung
Assemblies with a large propor-
sion of votes going to smaller
political formations. This is
what happened in Jharkhand
00, only even more so than in
the othicr (wo States.

The hung Assembly in Jhark-
hand reflects a deeper fractur-
ing of the clectorate, something
that may become a reference
point in Indian politics. An anal-
ysis of the final vote share re-
veals the nature of the vote
splintering: no single party got
even one quarter of the votes
cast in the State. The largest sin-
gle party, the BJP, secured only
23.4 per cent of the total vote.
Moreover, none of the alliances
secured even 30 per cent of the
vote. The BJP-]D (U) garnered a
combined vote share of only
27.4 per cent. The correspond-
ing figure for the Congress-]MM
alliance was 26.3 per cent. Hung
Assemblies are not unusual in
our country. But even a hung
Assembly normally has one or
more political blocs controlling
one-third or more of the pop-
ular vote. As an instance of a
fragmented verdict, Jharkhand
2005 must be one of the very few
exceptions of its kind.

The all-important question:
what changed in less than a
year? How did the Congress-
JMM snatch defeat from the
jaws of victory? From a different
vantage point, why did the BJP-
JD (U) not succeed in converting
the Congress-JMM follies into a
clear victory for the NDA? Here
are some factors that contribut-
ed to making this an uncertain
verdict.

UPA disintegration

The instant media has already
given its verdict: it was all about
the changing alliance arithme-
tic. No doubt there is a lot of
substance in this assessment.
The one big change in the last
year is that while the alliance
forged by the Congress more or
less disintegrated, the BJP ac-
tually consolidated its position
by forging one. In the last Lok
Sabha election, Jharkhand was
one of the few States where the
BJP failed to keep the NDA to-
gether; the BJP and the JD (U)
fought separately. While the JD
(U) secured less than 4 per cent
of the vote, the BJP recognised
itsrole as spoiler and accommo-
dated it this time. The JD (U)
polled the same proportion of
votes in the Assembly election,
but brought six crucial seats for
the NDA. But for this alliance,
both parties would have been a
few seats short of their current
tally and certainly out of the
race to form a government.

The anti-BJP forces moved
from unity to disunity during
. this period in more than one
way. First, the alliance shed
partners such as the RID and
Left parties on the assumption
that they were dispensable. It
did this at a time when the BJP
was learning a lesson about the
indispensability of smaller al-
lies. A post-facto analysis sug-

Assembiy 20057 B -
Congress BJP N A
Lok Sabha o . Rjiy+ Others
election 2004 +JMM +]D {(U)
Those who voted [JPA 44%; 8% 20% 28%
Those who voted NDA 9% 64% 3% 23%
Those who voted Qthers 22% 9% 8% 61%

This graphic illustrates how those who voted for UPA, NDA and Others in Lok Sabha 2004 shifted their votes in Assembly 2005.

Congress + JMM BJP +]D (U)
Total Votes Votes Change Votes Votes Change
seats / 2004 2005 from 2004 2005 from
segments (%) (%) 2004 (%) (%) 2004
Phase 1 24 149 | 20.0 | +5.1 41.3 | 20.4 | -20.9
Phase 2 29 45.6 | 30.8 | -14.8 354 | 316 -3.8
Phase 3 28 49.2 | 26.9 | -22.3 345 | 293 -5.2

Note: Only the Congress and the JMM are included as UPA partners in 2004 for purposes of comparison.
The figures under the swing columns are in percentage points.

HE CSDS post-poll sur-

I vey was carried out in 84
locations in 28 Assemb-

ly constituencies  spread
across Jharkhand. A total of
816 people in the voters list
were interviewed in their
homes one week after the day
of polling but before the day
of counting. The composition
of those polled: 44 per cent
women, 85 per cent rural resi-
dents, 27 per cent Adivasis, 16
per cent Dalits and 11 per cent

Methodology

St. Xavier's College, Ranchi.
The central team that coordi-
nated the effort at the CSDS
included V.B. Singh, Yogendra
Yadav, Sanjay Kumar, Dha-
nanjai Joshi, Kanchan Malho-
tra, Himanshu Bhattacharya,
Krishan Tyagi, Ved Prakash,
Rakesh Kumar and K.A.QA.
Hilal.

The survey was supported
by The Hindu and the Indian
School of Political Economy,
Pune.

Muslims. The survey was fair-
ly accurate in estimating the
vote share of all the leading
parties. The small discrepan-
cies have been corrected by
weighing the reported vote by
actual vote percentages for
different parties.

The survey fieldwork was
coordinated by Harishwar
Dayal, Department of Eco-
nomics, St. Xavier's College,
Ranchi, and B.K Sinha, De-
partment of Political Science,

gests that if the Congress, the
JMM and the RJD had forged a
perfect pre-poll alliance, one
that avoided all conflict, its
combined vote share was
enough to win 44 seats. Second-
ly, the truncated Congress-J]MM
alliance was far from perfect. It
was marred by many not-so-
‘friendly’ contests. All the votes
gained by the two parties did
not add up as votes for the alli-
ance. Thirdly, the two allies
were very poor in transferring
their votes to each other. The
BJP-]D (U) fared much better on
this count. It is difficult to esti-
mate the precise effect of all
these three follies on the part of
the JMM-Congress. But there is
no doubt that better alliance-
making would have put the UPA
in a less embarrassing situation
that it finds itself in today.

Changing vote share

But was it only about allianc-
es? Was there something else
that needs looking into? An

"analysis of the changing vote

percentage points.

Compared with the last As-
sembly or the last Lok Sabha
election, one-fifth of the
State's voters shifted from
mainstream parties and their
allies to smaller political for-

share of different parties brings
out the other major change: a
significant decline in the vote
share of all major parties.

The seats tally masks this ma-
jor change. It suggests some-
what misleadingly that there isa

strong resemblance between mations and Independcnt
the recent verdict and that held  candidates. These ‘smaller
in this region in 2000, when the  forces’ — mainly smaller Left

parties and alternatives within
the JMM family plus Inde-
pendents — control as much
as 35 per cent of the vote
share. Their share of seats,
however, is only 12. If the
seats-votes relationship was
fairer, these forces would have
controlled about 25 seats. This
is clearly a vote of no confi-
dence in the mainstream of
the political establishment.

JMM follies

Why did this lack of confi-
dence in mainstream parties
affect the Congress-JMM alli-
ance’s performance more
than others? There is strong
evidence to suggest that the

Jharkhand area was a part of Bi-
har. The BJP, the Congress, the
RID and the JD (U) [then ]D (U)
and Samataj — all have lost two
seats each compared with the
2000 tally. The JMM has added
five seats to its tally, while the
remaining gains have accrued to
other smaller formations.

The vote share analysis re-
veals the direction and the ex-
tent of the shift in the popular
mood. All the major parties, in-
cluding the JMM, suffered an
erosion in their vote base. The
Congress lost as much as 8 per-
centage points while the others
lost about two percentage
points each. This adds up to a
negative swing upwards of 20

Total Congress BJP
supporters + MM +JD M) RID + | Others
Congress supporters 14% 67% 5% 10% 18%
JMM supporters 13% 60% 9% 2% 29%
BJP supporters 25% 3% 7% 2% 19%
RJD supporters 8% 4% 8% 78% 10%
Supporiers of other parties 11% 39, 3% 9%, 85%
Floating voters 29% 27% 19% 8% 46%

ng}l%drlc\ezs BJP +JD (U) RJD + Others
Vote Swing Vote Swing Vote Swing Vote Swing
2005 (%) | from 2004 | 2005 (%) | from 2004 | 2005(%) from 2004 | 2005 (%) | from 2004

Upper caste 13 -7 58 | -10 8 +4 21 | +13
Yadav 14 | -19 12 | -27 61 | +45 13 +1
Kurmi / Mahato 6 | -32 41 +7 4 | -14 49 | +39
Other OBC 25 -7 30 -9 4 -4 41 | +20
Dalit 32 | 47 24 | -10 10 -5 34 +8
Adivasi 40 -6 15 | -13 5 +2 40 | +17
Mustim 32 | -23 13 -3 20 +4 35 | +22

Note: The figures under the swing columns are in percentage points.

Worse (%)

21 Condition of roads

Better (%)

I 49

15 M Condition of tribals NN 16
12 I Development of State IEEENEUENNRNGNGG_G_———— 13
14 M Condition of schools IERNNENNNEGENG_G__ 39

21 M

i Medical facilities

Security

I 29
24 NN Drinking water supply IS 25

. 24

23NN  Electricitysupply GGG 24

Note: ‘Same as before’ and ‘No opinion’ not reported.

JMM'’s last minute follies played
a small but significant role in
ensuring this. The case of Ste-
phan Marandi highlighted the
poor candidate selection by a
JMM leadership that was over-
confident of victory. But the
problem was not confined to
this alone. If the people voted
only on the basis of the reputa-
tion of candidates, only nine per
cent would have favoured J]MM
nominees. Voters felt that Con-
gress candidates were much
better.

A 'late swing’ against the Con-
gress-JMM may have also dealt
a significant blow to the com-
bine. The polling took place in
three phases over three weeks.
The 24 constituencies that went
to the polls in the first phase ac-
tually saw a five-percentage

point swing in favour of the
Congress-JMM compared with
its share in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. The BJP-JD (U) suffered a
loss of 20 percentage points in
this phase. By the second phase
of the election, the downward
slide for the Congress and J]MM
had begun. The combine lost 15
percentage points in the second
phase and as much as 22 points
in the third. It seems that the ad-
verse image created by infight-
ing and nepotism within the
JMM may have caused the steep
decline in  Congress-]MM
fortunes.

An analysis of how votes
changed hands between the Lok
Sabha and the Assembly elec-
tion confirms this reading. This
time, both the major combines
lost about one-third of their

votes secured in the Lok Sabha
election, mostly to others. The
Congress-JMM alliance suffered
twice over, for it also lost about
20 per cent of its votes to its for-
mer ally, the RJD. Thus only 44
per cent of the voters who
backed the grand alliance in the
Lok Sabha elections voted in fa-
vour of the Congress-JMM com-
bine in the Assembly election.
This poor level of retention was
critical to the reversal of its
fortunes.

The same signal emerges
when we look at the pattern of
traditional party support. The
BJP managed to hold 77 per cent
of its traditional supporters,
who constitute one-fourth of
the electorate. The combined
strength of the traditional sup-
porters of the Congress and the

dllracted a 1arge proporiort o:
the vote of the backward and
marginalised communities. As a
result, these communities did
not influence the clection as
much as they might have.

In jharkhand, the social pat-
tern is linked to the geograph-
ical. All the major parties
suffered reversed in the arcas
that were considered their
strongholds. The RJD suffered
reverses in the 28 seats in the
northern region bordering Bi-
har, where older and recent 'mi-
grants’ from Bihar dominate the
electorate. The BJP suffered
losses in the Chhota Nagpur ar-
ea in the south. And in Santhal
Pargana, the homeland of Shibu
Soren, the Congress-JMM com-
bine lost as much as 19 percent-
age points of the vote.

Livelihood issues

The analysis above should
not lead to the conclusion that
the shift in votes had nothing to
do with governance. This is not
true. Jharkhand’s voters do care
about governance issues, partic-
ularly when the performance of
a Government is particularly
good or bad. However, the pop-
ular evaluation of the BJP gov-
ernment was neither very
positive nor very negative. The
voters said the condition of the
roads and schools had im-
proved during the five-year ten-
ure of this Government. They
also expressed satisfaction with
the overall development of the
State and the condition of Adi-
vasis. But they had reservations
when it came to assessing the
law and order situation, public
health facilities and the supply
of drinking water and electricity.
When asked to answer ‘yes’ or
‘no’ to a question about whether
the State Government deserved
another chance, the voters were
equally split. Forty seven per
cent of those who expressed an
opinion were in favour of giving
it another chance, whereas 53
per cent were against this. Sig-
nificantly, the voters were split
on caste lines on this question.
“Upper castes” and Kurmi-Ma-
hatos were overwhelmingly in
favour of this Government while
Yadavs, Dalits, Adivasis and
Muslims were strongly opposed
to its continuation.

This ambivalence on the Gov-
ernment’s developmental re-
cord perhaps prevented the
governance issue from becom-
ing the main one. Asked which
issue most influenced their vot-
ing decision, half of those polled
mentioned livelihood issues,
while a little less than a quarter
mentioned development or the
presence of a good candidate.
Interestingly, the much talked
about domicile issue was a non-
issue for all but two per cent of
the State’s voters. It is signifi-
cant that all the major political
parties lost votes in an election
in which livelihood issues mat-
tered most. Clearly, the voters
looked towards political leaders

and formations outside the
mainstream to meet these
concerns.



Jharkhand trust vote
slotted for March 15

Ranchi
T S MARCH &

HE next assembly session of the
T Jharkhand assembly will begin on

March 10 and the vote of confi-
dence will be taken on March 15, accord-
ing tosources here. On March 10, the pro-
tem speaker will be elected and members
of the new Legislative Assembly will take
oath. The new Speaker will be elected on
March 11. After remaining closed on
March 12 and 13, the House will sit again
on March 14 when the Governor will de-
liver his address.

The vote of confidence of the Soren
government is scheduled for March 15,
the sources added.

Earlier, the deadline for trial of strength
tor Shibu Soren government was fixed for
March 21. Shortly after his return from
Delhi after meeting President APJ Abdul
Kalam and Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Governor Sibtey Razi today calleda
meeting of political parties, boycotted by
NDA, in which he is understood to have
conveyed his decision that the assembly

should complete the business of trust vote
by March 15.

After the meeting, chief minister Shibu
Soren said that the cabinet would meet
this evening and consider the suggestions
given by the Governor. He refused to dis-
close details of what the Governor told the
meeting.

Meanwhile, BJP today demanded the
immediate recall of Jharkhand Gover-
nor Syed Sibtey Razi and described as ‘an
eye wash’ the preponment of date for
trial of strength in the Jharkand Assem-
bly. “The preponement does not remove
the original sin committed by the Gover-
nor, of installing a patently minority
government in Jharkhand at the behest
of the Congress. We demand his imme-
diate recall”, Senior party leader M
Venkaiah Naidu told reporters here.

Arjun Munda should be invited to
form a government, he said and claimed
the NDA would delinetely prove its ma-
jority. On developments in Goa, he said
the Assembly should be dissolved and
tresh elections ordered.

—PTI
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overnor in
- Delhi for

‘discussion’
with Kalam

O
K
e Azad — met at the Prime Minis-

ter’s residence this afternoon.

The decision was that to cut its
newly sworn-in Chief Minister losses in the battle of public

of Jharkhand, Shibu Soren, as- perceptions, Mr. Soren should
serted in Ranchi that he would be asked to seek the vote of con-
be able to prove his majority on fidence in the next three to five
the floor of the Assembly, the days.

“Tharkhand” controversy totally Meanwhile, authoritative
clogged the institutional arter- sources were insistent that nei-
ies in the capital. ther the Prime Minister nor the
| The two Houses of Parlia- Union Home Minister had any
| ment were not allowed to func- prior information of the Jhark-
| tion for the third successive day hand Governor’s decision to in-
by a determined National Dem- vite Mr. Soren to take oath. It is
ocratic Alliance-led Opposition, learnt that when the Governor |
and the President was reported wanted the Centre’s “advice”,
to have asked the Jharkhand the Home Ministry carefully
Governor, Syed Sibtey Razi, to told him that all that was re-

“Jharkhand

R
‘\‘\ /-}j

i
By Harish Khard
3

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3. While the

!
|
|

come to Dethi for a discussion quired of him was to act within
tomorrow evening. Mr. Razi ar- the Constitution.
« rived here late tonight. The judgment here is that at [
In the evening, the NDA won best the Governor can be sus-
the first round in the battle of pected of being “more loyal
perceptions when it managed to
“parade” the five independent
} MLAs who swell up the Opposi-
| tion’s numbers to the magic fig-
i ure of 41 in the 81-member
| Jharkhand Assembly.
On the other hand, the ruling
United Progressive Alliance numbers.
managers remain confident The Governor’s decision was
that they would win the battle of predicated on the competence
numbers even though the Con- ({or the lack of it) of the Jhark-
gress appeared keen on distanc- hand Party’s lone MLA, Enos
ing the party president, Sonia Ekka, to decide to side with the
Gandhi, from the Governor's NDA against the expressed
decision to ask Mr. Soren to wishes of his party.
form the Government. As the Governor told the |
The senior party leader, Am- Union Government’s senior of-
bika Soni, appeared before the ficials that he had consulted le-
television cameras to go on re- gal and constitutional experts in

than the king”, according to a
member of the “core group.”

It is also learnt that the Gov-
ernor is likely to explain to the
President — as he has done to
the Centre — that he was fully
satisfied that Mr. Soren had the |

dent MLAs in both lists

Lty

‘%

cord that Ms. Gandhi’s “general
directive” was that the Gover-
nors should function as per the
Constitution.

UPA ‘core group’ meets

The ruling establishment’s
“core group” — consisting of
the Prime Minister, the Con-
gress president, the political
secretary to the Congress presi-
dent, and senior Ministers —
Pranab Mukherjee, Arjun Singh,
Shivraj Patil and Ghulam Nabi

the matter and the advice avail-
able to him was that Mr. Ekka
would invite -disqualification
under Paragraph 2 (1) of the
Tenth Schedule should he de-
cide to vote with the NDA in de-
fiance of his party’s directive.
However, responsible sourc- ,
es were also keen on clarifying )

Two Indepen

em, the
t he will
ith Mr. Ma-

certainly remain wi
randi who has now

damant
h

Mr. Ekka and Mr.

Wwhile the NDA is a

thgt. Mr. Ekka is with t

of supporters claimed by the
UPA has claimed tha

two sides —
Ro

a Janata Dal
loc (2);

ispute: Jhark-
ha (17); Con-

On the UPA side the support
y
dia Forward B

hand Mukti Morc
gress (9); Rashtri

h of 40 is not in d
(7); All In

’ Union (Sudes
dependent

two of the All Thark-
and one BJP rebel

(United);

hand Students
Mahto and
Choudhary); I
who won as an in

tional Demo-
claiming the

MARCH 3. The dispute
of 41 MLAs, and the

By Neena Vyas

cratic Alliance,

support

between the Na
United

NEW DELHI,

emocratic Party

United Goan D
(2); and the N
has also gress Party (1);

f

(Madhu Koday). The support o

ed up
hief

MM chi
Shibu
day Mr.

patch

Soren. Presumably, to

and Chief Minister,
Ekka and Mr. Roy we

his differences with

ationalist Con-

and independ-

hen Marandi (1). That
MLAs.

P
list also adds up to 39

ent Ste

disputed.
of two
Hari Na-

However, the NDA

these 39 MLAs is not
claimed the support
more independents —

Alliance,
a list of 42

Progressive
has boiled down to
dent MLAs whose

which has said it has

SUppoOrters,
two indepen:

£

re two o
the five independent MLAs the .

House

This leaves three in a

rain Roy and Enos Ekka,

MLA, for

id come in
which there is a provision.

nted to reporters

Another twist cou
thé form of a nominee

f

may NDA prese ¢
ted outside Rashtrapati Bhavan.

t Party o

) MLA
hose names
he list

tay neutral. He is not expectel
to 1 h the NDA. It is

ter of of 81. One Corr_xrflunis
India (Liberation
to team up wit
the other two wi
seem to be common to t

, which also
f 42

di, who is now
Government. It

ter is a known suppor

Stephen Maran
with the Soren
is these two names

1 elect-
Ja- appear in the UPA list o
MLAs.

both the
dd up to
first: it

six of the Janata Dal

names are cornmon to
lists. The two claims a
83 when there are only 8
ed MLAs in Jharkhand.
Let us take the NDA fi
has 30 MLAs of the Bharatiya

nata Party;

that the President had not
“summoned” Mr. Razi. He has
been asked to come “only for a
discussion,” according to these
sources.
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BN FIXING THE POST-ELECTION MATCH,- °

THAT A HUNG Legislative Assembly and a pro-
active Governor make for a combustive combina-
tion has once again been proved — this time in
the tiny State of Jharkhand where Governor Syed
Sibtey Razi has installed, in far from decent haste,
a Government led by Shibu Soren. The invitation
to the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader went out
even as the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party-Janata
Dal (United) combine claimed it had the requisite
numbers to form a Government. Lest its plea
should go unheeded, the ruling alliance conduct-
ed a parade of its MLAs before the Governor. The
exertions proved useless as within hours of the
unedifying spectacle, the Governor installed Mr.
Soren as the State’s third Chief Minister. Caught
off guard by the decision, the BJP threw Parlia-
ment into turmoil; senior party leaders de-
nounced the Governor’s action as a constitutional
“outrage” and, somewhat lamely, called for the
intervention of the President. Although the recent
election to the 81-member State Assembly pro-
duced a fractured verdict, the numbers favoured
the ruling combine rather than the Opposition
Congress-JMM alliance. The BJP-JD(U) together
had 36 seats, five short of a majority. For the Con-
gress and the JMM., it was a much longer haul
since they had only 26 seats between them. How-
ever, thanks to the good offices of Sonia Gandhi
and the political shrewdness of Lalu Prasad, a
Rashtriya Janata Dal that had been obliged to
fight the election on its own was quickly won
over, and the Shibu Soren-led combine swelled to
33 MIAs.

The BJP-JD(U) had a legitimate claim to the
first turn, the first chance to prove its majority on
the floor of the newly elected Assembly. This pre-
poll alliance had more seats than the JMM-Con-
gress, of course, but also a larger vote share —
27.5 per cent against 26 per cent. This by itself did
not entitle the ruling alliance to an invitation to
form the Government. It is now widely accepted

that no special sanctity attaches to the single
largest party or pre-poll alliance. The Governor (or
President) is required by democratic norms to of-
fer the first turn to a party or a combination of
parties that, in his or her objective judgment, is
most likely to win a floor test. If no alliance is able
to demonstrate a majority in advance, that is, on
the basis of verified letters of support, the consti-
tutionally proper course for the Governor (or Pres-
ident) will be to invite the combine with the
largest number of legislators to form the Govern-
ment — and require it to demonstrate a maj05ity
on the floor of the House within g reason@W%ﬂp
ulated time. 0 %Y

The Governor clearly bent the ruies to invite a
combine further away from the halfway mark than
its rival to form the Government, which means he
has given the ‘loser’ an unfair advantage in the
game of luring fence-sitters through inducements
and incentives. What made a dubious decision
constitutionally improper was the pre-emptive
manner in which the new Chief Minister was
sworn in. (Mr. Soren’s list carried the names of
two MLAs who were paraded before the Governor
by the BJP-JD(U) combine.) Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi famously treated Raj Bhavans as exten-
sion counters of the Central Government. Partisan
Governors have caused Governments to come and
go in Uttar Pradesh, and more recently in Goa, the
actions of Governor and Speaker have seemed to
cancel each other out in terms of partisanship
verging on constitutional impropriety. Governor
Razi's actions carry the unmistakeable stamp of a
command job, and it is deplorable that the United
Progressive Alliance Government could not resist
the temptation of fixing the post-election match
in this State. Lalu Prasad, whose party won seven
seats on its own and claimed a vote share of 8.47
per cent, might be having the last laugh. He has
emerged kingmaker in Jharkhand — along with
Governor Razi.
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BJP-JD(U) to stakg claim in

By Neena Vyas ¢, Q7 ~

NEW DELHI, FEB. 28. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party-Janata Dal
(United) alliance is getting
ready to formally stake its claim
to form the Government in
Jharkhand when its leaders
meet the Governor, Syed Sibte
Razi, tomorrow morning.

Munda re-elected

The new legislature party of
the BJP in Jharkhand met this
afternoon and re-elected sitting
Chief Minister, Arjun Munda,
as its leader. The former party
president, Venkaiah Naidu,
who was the party high com-
mand’s observer, and the State
general  secretary, Rajnath
Singh, who had painstakingly
turned around the political sit-
uation in the State over the last

several months, supemsed the
election.

Mr. Naidu told The Hindu
over telephone that a BJP-1D
(U) delegation met the Gover-
nor this morning to stake claim
to form the Government and
also informed him that a leader
of the group would be elected
later in the afternoon. “The
Governor asked us to come
back after we elect the leader.
He has given us time for 11 a.m.
tomorrow, but we will be faxing
him the copy of the resolution
electing the leader this evening,
and of course, we will meet him
tomorrow to stake our claim.”

Optimism

The Governor is believed to
have made it clear that he
would need the name of a lead-
er and a list of supporters be-

fore Pg could consider the
claimi. Mr. Naidu said he was
confident that before going to
the Governor tomorrow, Mr.
Arjun Munda would have the
additional support needed
from the smaller parties and in-
dependents to make up a sim-
ple majority. The BJP won 30
seats, the JD (U} six and the
alliance needs the support of
six more to make up the major-
ity in a House of 81 MILAs.

Mr. Naidu was reluctant to
reveal the names of those from
whom it expects the additional
support. “I can tell you only
when the letters of support are
here,” he said.

Among those who met the
Governor today were Mr. Raj-
nath Singh, Mr. Arjun Munda,
former Union Minister Karia
Munda, former Chief Minister

Jparkhand

Babulal Marandi,
State unit president,
Singh Namdhari.

and JD (U
Inder

Truce

Mr. Marandi was one of tiw
contenders for the Chief Minis-
ter’s chair as at one point some
party leaders wanted to replace
Mr. Arjun Munda ahead of the
elections — a move that was
opposed, among others, by Mr.
Rajnath Singh, who felt it would
have sent a wrong political
message. Now the party leaders
have been able to work out
some kind of truce between Mr.
Munda and Mr. Marandi and
the dominant view was that
since the party fared betier in
the elections in Jharkhand than
earlier feared, Mr. Munda
should be clected leader once
again.
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