~“INSPECTION 1 Lack of independent access to Cirus
reactor slowing down Indo-US n-cooperation

Canada urges India,
to open up n-re or

CAROL GIACOMO
WASHINGTON, DEC 20

CANADA has urged India
on Monday to allow nuclear
inspectors access to a Cana-
dian-supplied reactor, where
experts say the country pro-
duces a significant amount of
its weapons-grade plutonium.

Lack of independent access
to the Cirus research reactor
in north of Mumbai, is one of
the issues slowing implementa-
tion of a sweeping nuclear co-
operation deal that the United
States announced with India
onluly18.

That deal has come under
fire from the US Congress and
from non-proliferation ex-
perts, who say the case of the
40-megawatt reactor raises
questions about India’s trust-
worthiness.

Inastatement, Canada said.

it has urged US and Indian of-
ficials to designate the reactor
a civilian facility open to in-
spection by the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(JAEA).

The United States is directly
affected because it supplied
Cirus with “heavy water”,

which is used in some reactors
to moderate nuclear fission.

“Our 1956 bilateral agree-
ment, through which we pro-
vided India with the Cirus re-
search reactor, states that that
reactor and products resulting
from its use would be em-
ployed for peaceful uses only,”
said the statement, read by
Canadian diplomat Kelly An-
derson.

Designating Cirus a civilian
facility “would respect the
peaceful assurances of our
original agreement,” Ander-
son said at a programme spon-
sored by the Monterey Insti-
tute’s Center for
Non-proliferation Studies.

Canada cut off nuclear co-
operation with India in 1974
after plutonium from Cirus
was used in India’s first nu-
cleartest.

The US administration
maintains that India has an ex-
cellent non-proliferation his-
tory, thus meriting the major
changes in US iaw and inter-
national regulations needed
to permit previously-banned
civilian nuclear cooperation
with India.

India, along with Pakistan

\ nuclear

a d Israel, has not signed the
non-proliferation
treaty.

Nuclear expert Leonard
Spector, who heads Mon-
terey’s Washington office, said
Cirus is now “embedded in
the nuclear weapons pro-
gramme of India”. Plutonium
produced by Cirus should be
sequestered from India’s mili-
tary inventory, he added.

Former IAEA inspector
David Albright estimated that
about 25 per cent of India’s
stockpile of weapons-grade
plutonium came from Cirus.
This is a “significant amount...
sothisisarealissue,” he said.

In a recent interview with
Reuters, India’s ambassador
to the United States, Ronan
Sen, said India will not desig-
nate Cirus or other research
reactors as civilian facilities
and hence they would not be
subject to international in-
spection.

Asked on Monday if that re-
mained India’s position, an
embassy spokesman declined
comment, noting that Indian
foreign secretary Shyam
Saran is in Washington this
week for talks. ~— Reuters
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his is a week for celebrating

Indo-Canadian relations. K.

Natwar Singh’s whistle-stop

tour of Canada, which be-
gan in Ottawa yesterday, taking him
to Montreal today and ending in
Toronto, will be the precursor to a
long-overdue visit by an Indian prime
minister to Canada. If all goes well,
Manmohan Singh will be in Ottawa in
the summer of 2006.

Visits to Canada by Indian leaders
have been few in the last seven years
since India tested nuclear weapons
for the second and third time — that
is, exempting visits by politicians in
Punjab and Haryana, who use taxpay-
ers’ money to spend time with their
relatives in Canada. Visits by Canadi-
an leaders to India, on the other hand,
have been many. Two Canadian prime
ministers — Jean Chrétien in Octo-
ber 2003 and Paul Martin in January
2005 — have visited India without a
return visit by an Indian prime min-
ister taking place or even being con-
sidered until the last few months.

As an enthusiastic supporter of
India’s nuclear weapons programme
and a long-time critic of Canada’s
double standards on nuclear non-pro-
liferation, it would be very tempting
for this writer to gloat on the occasion
of the external affairs minister’s visit
that the normalization of Indo-Cana-
dian relations since the 1998 nuclear
tests has been entirely — 120 per cent
—on India’s terms. But to do so will
be a disservice to a relationship,
which is full of promise. Promise
which appeared to be on the verge of
realization several times in the last 15
years, only to be scaled back and re-
duced to pious platitudes at dinner
toasts, media appearances and other
platforms.

ajiv Gandhi proposed to Deng
RXiaoping and Li Peng during
his historic journey to Beijing
in 1988 that improved relations be-
tween their countries should not be
hostage to the difficult boundary dis-
pute between India and China. The
Chinese agreed. Atal Bihari Vajpayee
proposed to Nawaz Sharif, and later to
Pervez Musharraf, that while efforts
go on to find a solution to Kashmir,
the countries should not miss out on
opportunities to develop their ties in
other areas. Sharif agreed, but was
undercut by the army. Musharraf has
not been able to make up his mind.
This writer has come away from a
recent visit to Ottawa with clear sig-
nals that between Natwar Singh’s
talks in Canada this week and Man-
mohan Singh’s planned trip next year,
Canada will go through the motions
of creating a modus vivendi for work-
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The foreign minister’s visit to Canada is the
beginning of India’s attempt to regenerate a
model bilateral friendship, writes K.P. Nayar

Paul Martin and delegation in India

ing with New Delhi on the nuclear
issue. But such an arrangement can
only be cosmetic, since nuclear non-
proliferation is one of the many holy
cows in Canadian foreign policy.
What is needed is an acknowledge-
ment and a declaration of intent,
such as the one made by Li Peng and
Rajiv Gandhi in 1988, that while ef-
forts will be made on both sides to rec-
oncile India’s non-negotiable status
as anuclear weapons state with Cana-
da’s non-proliferation concerns, de-
velopment of bilateral relations in
other areas will not be hostage to the
nuclear issue. In a way, this is already
happening, but it is not taking root
fast enough for a vibrant and multi-
faceted Indo-Canadian partnership.
Since the Fifties, Hindi films have
been one of the most potent, but
under-used tools of Indian foreign
policy. Raj Kapoor’s films did much
more than socialism or non-align-
ment to bring the Indian and Soviet
people closer, creating a friendship
that has stayed robust until this day.
Given that bit of history, it is fortu-
itous that Canada’s international
trade minister, Jim Peterson, has be-
come a fan of Hindi films. Peterson
saw two Hindi films at a festival of In-
dian films at the National Archives of
Canada in Ottawa in July-August this
year: the festival featured Lagaan,

Jogger’s Park, Monsoon Wedding,
Zubeidaa, Morning Raga and Mission
Kashmir. The minister has been
telling his friends that he would have
liked to see all six films, so India’s
high commissioner in Ottawa, Shya-
mala Cowsik, has sent him DVDs of
the films Peterson could not see.

Peterson’s new-found passion for
Hindi films may well open new vistas.
On September 16, students from 40
schools in New Delhi sent their stu-
dents to the capital’s Vasant Valley
School to see some of the world’s best
mountain films brought to them from
the Banff Mountain Film Festival in
the Canadian Rocky Mountains. The
untapped potential of films was un-
derlined once again this month when
some 1,300 people gave film-maker
Deepa Mehta a standing ovation at
the 30th Toronto International film
festival opened with her controver-
sial film, Water. Premiered at the fes-
tival were two more Indian films: The
Myth and Mistress Of Spices. The fes-
tival also featured Buddadeb Dasgup-
ta’s Kalpurush.

In April this year, the Canadian
government tabled in parliament an
international policy statement. De-
scribed as Ottawa’s “first comprehen-
sive framework in a decade on the
country’s role in the world”, the state-
ment is significant for its desire to be

\ % by
\,‘/

Lo

engaged In new and wider areas of
the world even as Canada seeks its
natural anchor in North America.
The IPS calls for the creation of new
networks of influence through which
Canada can broaden and deepen ties
with “emerging world powers such as
China, India and Brazil”.

A portion of the vision document
reads: “India has developed largely on
the basis of its own market and the
considerable skills of its people...We
will also pursue particular Canadian
needs — such as air links, investment
protection and science and technolo-
gy partnering — that tap into the dy-
namics of India’s information and
technology sectors in particular. The
new science and technology agree-
ment with India will open the door to
accelerated cooperation in this area.”

wo days before Natwar Singh

arrived in Ottawa, Globe and

Mail, Canada’s leading news-
paper, splashed a story with the head-
line: “Generic Giant Moves in from
India”. It was not long ago that the
only stories about India that one
could find in the Canadian media
were about diseases, natural disas-
ters, human rights violations and se-
cessionist movements. Today the sto-
ries are increasingly about how Cana-
da is benefiting from reforms that
allow overseas investments by Indian
companies. Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices, Infosys, Satyam and Wipro
have set up facilities — some of them
even have software development cen-
tres in Canada.

Two years ago, Chrétien visited
New Delhi, signalling a thaw in rela-
tions with India which virtually froze
after the Pokhran-II series of nuclear
tests. A joint statement issued after
meetings between Chrétien and then
prime minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
put the two countries on the road to
rediscovering each other.

In January this year, Martin, who
succeeded Chrétien, made another
prime ministerial visit to India. By
that time, India and Canada had trav-
elled some distance along their path
of post-Pokhran-II reconciliation and
partnership. Martin and Manmohan
Singh identified a host of areas such
as science and technology, environ-
ment, corporate partnership and peo-
ple-to-people links which the two
countries could jointly work on.
Moreover, the two prime ministers
put their countries well on the way,
once again, towards the kind of inter-
national cooperation that they prac-
tised in the Fifties, when Indo-Cana-
dian friendship was seen as a model
for countries of the South and the
North to emulate.
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~Ex-Canadian PM meets
Kamshka wctlms km

Vancouver Former Ontarlo PM Bob Rae ap-
pointed to review the AirfIndia bombing trial
and advice the Canadian government whether
i a public inquiry is needed into the 1985
tragedy, has met family members of the vic-
tims for the first time.

A British Columbia court had in March
found the main accused Ripudaman Singh Ma-
1ik, a Vancouver-based millionaire business-
man and millworker Ajaib Singh Bagri not
guilty of eight murder and conspiracy
charges, triggering a wave of protests from
relatives of the victims who termed the judge-
ment as a “second tragedy” and demanded a
public inquiry.

Public security minister Anne Mclellan had
announced last week that Rae will review all
evidence, previous inquiry findings related to
the Kanishka bombing case and actions take
by police after the bombing of the flight which
crashed off the Irish coast killing all 329 peo-
ple on board. Rae, a lawyer and former pre-
mier who retired from politics in 1996, said he
wouldn’t discuss details of the four-hour meet-
ing on Saturday, but admitted there were ques-
tions that needed to be answered. agencies




~Kanishkaa inquiry
moote(l\ by «
Canada House \'

VANCOUVER, April 13.
— Grieving relatives of
the Kanishka victims may
yet find relief after the

Canadian parliament
passed a motion for a pub-
lic inquiry into the 1985
Air India bombing. The
government,  however,
claimed that the Oppo-
sition motion “was not
binding”.

The move came follow-
ing acquittal of the two
main accused in the
Kanishka case by a court
leading to outrage among
families of the 329 victims
of the disaster.

The motion, passed by
172-124 vote by the House
of Commons yesterday,
embarrassed the minority
Liberal government which
insisted the vote was not
binding. The passage of
the motion witnessed a
bitter exchange during
which Opposition leader
Mr Stephen Harper asked
whether an inquiry would
have come sooner if more
of the victims were white.

Prime Minister Mr Paul
Martin reacted angrily:
“Any notions of racism are
odious and any accusa-
tions of such are simply
not acceptable.”

According to Canadian
Press News Agency, Mr
Martin added that the
Deputy Prime Minister,
Ms Anne McLellan, was
working with the families
of the victims on an appro-
priate course of action.
“She is seeking the ques-
tions that the families
want to have answered.
Unequivocally the govern-
ment will take action in an
appropriate way.”

The two main accused
— Ripudaman Singh
Malik and Ajaib Singh
Bagri — were last month
found not guilty.

Ms Mclellan ann-
ounced last week that she
would appoint an “emi-
nent person” to review the
Kanishka file and make
recommendations.

India yesterday took
note of the Canadian gov-
ernment’s move to review
the case and said it wanted
justice to be done.

14 AP 2005 "&‘374%
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India gets Kamshka case reopened

HT Correspondent noa ; ;"* ’
New Delhi, April 13 ’

INDIA HAS prodded Canada into taking a fresh §
look at the Kanishka bombing case. Outraged by §
the acquittal of the main accused, Delhi has con- §
veyed its feelings to Canada, whose Parliament
has now backed the call for a public inquiry.

More than 200 Canadians were among the 329
who died when a bomb blew apart the Air-India |
plane off the Irish coast.

The non-binding motion was passed yesterday
in Canada’s Parliament after India and Canada
concluded the seventh meeting of their Joint
Working Group on counter-terrorism in New Del-
hi. India had conveyed its sense of “disappoint- |
ment and outrage” at the acquittal of the main ac-
cused in the case.

“India wants justice to be done,” the MEA’s offi-
cial spokesman said. “India and Canada are partners in the fight
against terrorism. We are confident that Canada will do the right

The accused: R.S. Malik
(top) and A.S. Bagri

thing.” According to the joint statement released af-
ter the JWG meeting, the Indian delegation, led by
Meera Shankar (additional secretary in the MEA),
shared the sense of disappointment and outrage
among the relatives of the victims. It was under-
stood that Canada would continue its investigation
towards bringing the case to a logical conclusion.

The Canadian inter-agency delegation was
headed by Ruth Archibald, senior coordinator for
international crime and terrorism in the Canadi-
an department of foreign affairs.

The Canadian government has also appointed
an independent adviser. “Clearly there are some
questions that we may not have answers to. There
will be a process. Whether it’s a public inquiry,
whether it’s a parliamentary committee...There
are a number of possibilities, and that’s why I
want to take the advice of an eminent person, in-
dependent of government, to help me decide,”

Deputy PM Anne McLellan said. In the Canadian Parliament,
Opposition MPs united to pass the motion.

14 APk 2005 HE%USTAN
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7 1‘lndia hadwarned b g

Canada about

March 24, — No preventive
. Of contingency means were

adopted by Canada
although India had warned
the government of a threat
to its national airlines two
months before the Flight
182 disaster in June 1985,
following undercover activi-
ties in British Columbia’s
Sikh community, a former
senior official in India’s
intelligence agency says.
Mr Maloy Krishna Dhar,
who served for three
decades in the Intelligence
Bureau, says he “stumbled
upon a piece of uncorrobo-
rated information” in early
April 1985 that two Sikh
groups in Canada were
planning “some spectacular
show”.  The revelation
comes amid a rising chorus
of demands for an inquiry
into the Air-India disaster

that killed 329 people on 23
June, 1985.
On Tuesday, former

Canadian Cabinet minister

Mr Herb Dhaliwal joined
the call for an inquiry,

charfmg that not doing so

would be a “betrayal”.
Despite a 20-year police in-
vestigation, the only person

to be convicted for the cri-
me is auto mechanic Ind-
erjit Singh Reyat, who col-
lected items for the bombs.

Ajaib Singh Bagri and
Ripudaman Singh Malik
were acquitted last week of
all charges, after spending
four-and-a-half years in jail.
“Discreet probes” in quar-
ters close to Talwinder
Singh Parmar, the alleged
mastermind of the blast,
and others raised informa-
tion about a suspected
threat of sabotage involving
a civilian Indian aircraft,
Mr Dhar states in his
newly released book, Open
Secrets, India’s Intelligence
Unveiled. “The information
was shared with Delhi and
the High Commissioner
personally briefed the
Canadian foreign office,”
he writes.

However, Canadian offi-

Kanishka

cials, who were not identi-
fied in the book, did not
react to the warning as
India anticipated.

Mr Dhar attributes
Canada’s concern about the
violation of human rights in
Punjab to propaganda from
Pakistan and a few
unnamed nations. “They
poured in more money to
oil  their propaganda
machine and they had
found ready allies amongst
the ‘hurt and bruised’
Canadian humanitarians
and the misled Sikh popula-
tion,” he writes.

He also says that Parmar
had been under the patron-
age of IS, in 1981. Parmar
was killed by police in India
in 1992. Mr Dhar was trans-
ferred to Canada in
October 1983 as a counsel-
lor in India’s high commis-
sion in Ottawa.

One of his primary
responsibilities during his
four-year term was clandes-
tine 1ntelligence gathering,
a practice that violates nor-
mal diplomatic protocol.
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TWO HUNDRED AND eighty of the 329 dead
were Canadian nationals and the incident oc-
curred off the southwestern coast of Ireland. Yet
the bombing of Air India Flight 182, which
plunged into the Atlantic on June 23, 1985, left a
deep scar on the consciousness of an India that
felt extremely vulnerable in the face of a savage
international terrorist strike that had no geo-
graphical locus and that was indiscriminate
about its choice of victims. The massive and
long-drawn out investigation into the Kanishka
bombing case — spearheaded by the Royal Can-
adian Mounted Police and carried out with the
help of investigative agencies in India, the Unit-
ed States, and Europe — seemed to be going
nowhere until a few years ago. The arrest of three
Sikh fundamentalists in 2000 and 2001 seemed
to have marked a turning point in the investiga-
tion, with the RCMP claiming that it had finally
gathered the evidence required successfully to
prosecute the accused in a court of law., When
one of the three, Inderjit Singh Reyat, charged
with fabricating the bomb that brought down
the Kanishka, pleaded guilty to manslaughter
last year, it led many to believe that the charges
of criminal conspiracy and first-degree murder
against the two main accused, Ripudaman Singh
Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri, would be sustained.

The sense of shock and disappointment in
India and abroad over the verdict of the Van-
couver court, which recently acquitted Malik
and Bagri, stems from the harsh reality that a
protracted, elaborate and expensive investiga-
tion failed to establish the guilt of the two ac-
cused to the law’s satisfaction. The investigation
took close to two decades, covered a large num-
ber of countries, and consumed a reported 30
million Canadian dollars. The RCMP has justi-
fied the inordinately long investigative process
on the grounds that a large number of witnesses
needed to be interrogated, that there were in-
ternational ramifications to this case, and that

A DESPAIRING VERDICT """

o
o

cooperation on terrorism issues was much weak-
er when the probe was conducted than it is to-
day. There is an element of truth in this
explanation, but the lengthy 15-year hiatus be-
tween the Kanishka bombing and the first arrests
in the case cannot be explained away by these
factors alone. Crucial leads, which emerged with-
in three months of the Kanishka tragedy, were
apparently not followed up with the seriousness
they deserved. For instance, the founder of the
Babbar Khalsa, Talwinder Singh Parmar, was tak-
en into custody in September 1985 in connection
with the bomb blast at Narita airport. This terror-
ist outrage took place on the same day as the
Kanishka bombing and the explosive was intend-
ed to blow up an Air India flight out of Tokyo.
The two terrorist strikes were clearly related but
Parmar was let off. Significantly, Justice lan Bruce
Josephson of the Vancouver court noted that Par-

mar, who fled some years later to India where he

was shot dead in 1992 by the Punjab police, was
the likely mastermind behind the Kanishka
bombing.

The investigation was also marred by allega-
tions of bungling, following revelations that in-
telligence officials had furnished misleading
affidavits to conduct phone taps, and that taped
interviews with Air India officials were destroyed
because of a turf war within the investigative
machinery. The prosecution was forced to rely
heavily on the testimony of a string of witnesses,
including that of a former lover of Malik. While it
may have shown that the two had a clear motive
to blow up the Kanishka, the prosecution evi-
dently failed to unearth the evidence required to
prove their involvement in the conspiracy be-
yond reasonable doubt. The RCMP and the Can-
adian intelligence agencies are bound to be
asked a lot of tough questions following this ver-
dict, which makes a mockery of the marathon
investigation into what was regarded as the big-
gest act of air terrorism before 9/11.

'8 Mtk 2005
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Vancouver, March 16 (Agen-
cies): A Canadian judge clea-
red two Indian-born Sikhs of
involvement in the 1985 down-
ing of Air-India’s Kanishka
flight off the Irish coast, histo-
ry’s deadliest bombing of a
civilian airliner, and a related
bombing in Japan.

British Columbia supreme
court judge Bruce Ian Joseph-
son found Ripudaman Singh
Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri
not guilty of murder and con-
spiracy charges for their role
in the plot, the subject of a
! trial that lasted 19 months.

Members of the victims’
families wept in the Vancou-
ver courtroom as the verdicts
were read. Malik, 58, and
Bagri, 55, smiled at their own
family members.

. f‘

“Oh my God. Oh my God ”
one of the victims’ relatives
cried to herself.

The mid-air explosion off
Ireland in 1985 killed all 329
people on board Air-India
flight 182. The other bomb ex-
ploded among luggage at
Tokyo’s Narita airport and
killed two workers.

Josephson listened to 115
witnesses in arguments and
testimony during one of the
most complicated and costly
trials in Canadian legal histo-
ry. “The evidence has fallen re-
markably short. 1 find the
crown has not proved his
(Bagri’s) guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt,” the judge said
while delivering the verdict.

More than 70 relatives of
the victims came from around

TELEGRY w8

case flops

the world to hear the verdict,
delivered in a $6.2-million
high-security court specially
built for the trial.

Relatives and supporters of
Malik, a wealthy Vancouver
businessman, and Bagri, a
sawmill worker and Sikh
priest, were also in atten-
dance. Both had migrated
from Punjab.

Prosecutors accused the
two of wantingrevenge forthe
1984 storming of the Golden
Temple.

The two Sikhs living in
western Canada were charged
with planning to destroy
two aircraft simultaneously
with one going down over
the Atlantic Ocean and the
other over the Pacific, accord-
ing to police.
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- Kin gather
for Kanishka

bomb verdict
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Vancouver, March 15 (Reu-
ters): Relatives of the 329
people Kkilled on Air-India
Flight 182 will gather from
around the world in a Cana-
dian court tomorrow tolearn
the fate of two Sikh militants
on trial for history’s dead-
liest bombing of a civilian
airliner.

Ripudaman Singh Malik
and Ajaib Singh Bagri are
charged with murder and
conspiracy for what police al-
lege was a plot by Vancouver-
based Sikh separatists to si-
multaneously destroy two

Malik and Bagri:
What lies ahead?
Air-India jets in 1985 as reve-
nge on the Indian govern-

ment.

British Columbia Supr-
eme Court judge Ian Bruce
Josephson, who is deciding
the Kanishka case without a
Jjury, will issue his verdict to-
morrow after three months
of deliberation. Arguments
and witness testimony in the
trial took 19 months.

Susheel Gupta said he and
other relatives of the victims
have waited nearly 20 years

THE TELFGRAPH
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for what they hdpe will be a
guilty verdict and a sense of
closure. At least 70 of the rel-
atives are expected at the
hearing, including some
from India.

“It will be an important
milestone,” said Gupta, of
Ottawa, who was a young boy
when his mother died on the
Kanishka explosion.

One bomb explosion ripp-
ed through Flight 182 off the
Irish coast, killing everyone
on board on June 23, 1985.
The plane was on way to In-
dia from Toronto.

The other bomb exploded
in luggage being transferred
at Tokyo’s Narita airport to
Air-India Flight 301, killing
two workers and injuring
four others.

Prosecutors say the
bombers wanted revenge for
the Indian Army’s 1984
storming of the Golden Tem-
ple in Amritsar. The opera-
tion, aimed at ousting mili-
tants from the temple, left
hundreds of people dead.

Malik, 58, a wealthy Van-
couver businessman, and
Bagri, 55, a sawmill worker
from Kamloop in British Co-
lumbia, were arrested in Oc-
tober 2000. Both are promi-
nent members of the Sikh
community in the western
Canadian province, which
has one of the largest Sikh
populations outside India.

The defence acknowl-
edged during the trial that
there may have been a con-
spiracy to destroy the air-
craft, but denied Bagri and
Malik were part of it.

Malik and Bagri were
originally scheduled to be
tried with Inderjit Singh !
Reyat, but he pleaded guilty |
to a reduced charge before
the trial began. Reyat was |
called as a witness, but de- |
nied knowing who asked him |
to help make the bombs. i

Police say the master-
mind of the plot was Talwin-
der Singh Parmar, a founder
of the Sikh militant group
Babbar Khalsa, who was j

killed by Indian police in Oc-
tober 1992,
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