India to pus:
aves wlt

KOLKATA, Dec. 17. — Alarmed over
the increasing terror attacks in
Bangladesh as well as illegal immi-
gration from that country, the Centre
has decided to take up afresh the
proposal for swapping of chhitma-
hals, or enclaves, in Cooch Behar.
Also, there are plans to complete
the first phase of border fencing by
April 2006, before the Assembly
polls in West Bengal and Assam.
The Union home minister, Mr
Shivraj Patil, will visit Tinbigha in
Cooch Behar on 2 January and
leave for Assam the same day.
According to a state home depart-
ment official, Mr Patil will visit the
BSF post at Tinbigha and speak to
locals to  “gauge the mood on the
ground” before taking up the
enclave-swapping issue with Dhaka.
There are 111 Indian enclaves
inside Bangladesh, while 51 Ban-
gladeshi enclaves are encircled by
Indian territory, a queer legacy of
Partition and accession of the for-
mer princely state of Cooch Behar
to India. The two countries had first
agreed to swap enclaves when

The Union home minister
will visit the BSF post at
Tinbigha and speak to
locals to gauge the mood
on the ground |

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was in
power in the early 1970s. Since
then, no substantial progress has
been made except for the opening
of the Tinbigha corridor connecting
three enclaves - Dahagram,
Angerpota and Kutchbari.

The issue resurfaced recently on
the sidelines of the Saarc summit in
Dhaka, said an official. It seems that
the Union home ministry is serious
about pushing the exchange of
enclaves. The ministry asked the
registrar-general’s office as well as
the state government to stop regis-
tration of land sale or transfer
deeds in the area surrounding the
enclaves a few months ago.

The move also got a boost after
the recent visit of the Chief Election
Commissioner, Mr BB Tandon, to

1 for swapping of
1 Bangladesh ™

)\L

I
Cooch Bechar. Residents of the
enclaves complained that they had
been living as “stateless persons”.
The Indian enclaves in Bangladeshi
territory comprise 17,000 acres.

The Union home ministry has
asked the state government to facil-
itate acquisition of 63 acres in six
districts by the end of December. |
The land is required for speeding
up the first phase of the border
fence due to be completed by April
2006. Around 600 km of the 2,220
km Indo-Bangla border is riverine,
while the 1,600 km land border is
porous. The border fence has been
erected along 1,200 km so far, an
official said.

The Centre has sought information
on nine border districts of the state in
a bid to gear up infrastructure devel-
opment under the Border Areas
Development Project. The Centre has
asked the state not to divert funds
allocated for the project.

The state has received Rs 38 crorc
this year, far less than the original
allocation of Rs 45 crore. This is
because the state failed to submit
utilisation certificates for earlier
funds, an official admitted.
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‘Khaleda’s douﬂeswk

%" Delhi must shake off lta mdlfoérence 6\\

t can safely be said that Khaleda Zia government’s too-

clever-by-half approach towards India in recent months has
brought about a new low in Indo-Bangladesh ties. And what
better example could there be than the recent contradictory
statements of the Bangladesh Rifles Director General, blam-
ing India for the synchronised serial blasts in his country in
August last, and the Bangladesh foreign minister Morshed
‘Khan, who dlsmnssed the comment as inconsequential. Doub-
le-speak marks the Khaleda regime’s approach to India. Time
and again it has résorted to this strategy to wriggle out of diffi-
culty. There was no ambiguity in the BDR chief blaming In-
dia for the biasts. He said this before hordes of Indian media
persons whilst representing his country at the annual meeting
with his Indian counterpart, the Director-General of BSF. He
couldn’t have levelled such a serious charge without clearan-
ce from Dhaka because this was the first time the Khaleda
regime was officially blaming India for the synchronised serial
bombing. While Morshed Khan himself had been privately
telling the British High Commissioner and other foreign en-
voys based. in Dhaka about the “direct Indian involvement in
the blasts”, the BDR chief’s public charge has come as a
shock to Delh1 South Block was justifiably incensed. So
Morshed had to swing into action because the fear of another
Indian boycott of next month’s twice postponed SAARC
summit in Dhaka haunts the Khaleda regime.

What is most reprehensible about Dhaka’s double speak is
that while it has been, detaining activists of various Islamist
outfits for suspected involvement in the serial blasts, it has
also been blaming India. New Delhi has also been accused of
killing the Awami League leader SAMS Kibria in a grenade
blast and of engineering the grenade attack on Awami
League chief, Sheikh Hasina. A government-appointed com-
mission blamed India for attempting to kill her. The Man-
mohan Singh government, like the previous Vajpayee-led -
BJP regime, has been taken for granted by Khaleda. This is
because of Delhi’s continued ‘indifference to ground realities
in Bdngladesh and its obsession with Pakistan. Except for
making routine rioises, it prefers to overlook the threat that
the Khaleda regime poses to India’s security. Delhi can afford
to pursue such a policy only at its own peril.



% Blasts shad%w/
/ Bangla arm en

NEW DELHI Oct. 5. —D ng the
Bangladesh Rifles DG’s allegation
that Indians were involved in the 17
August blasts in that country, Indian
intelligence agencies have said it was
ex-army officers from Bangladesh who
“trained the 60-member team” which
was assigned to trigger the explosions.

Indian intelligence agencies also
questioned the role of the Bangladesh
intelligence agency DGFI1 (Director
General of Forces Intelligence) in
imparting training to those who had
planted over 500 bombs in Bangladesh
on 17 August. They have, in a report
to the home ministry, questioned the
role of “certain dubious DGFI” offi-
cials and ex-armymen in Bangladesh
in training militant Muslim organisa-
tions. Referring to certain revelations
made by the Detective Branch (DB)
of Bangladesh Police, the Indian intel-
ligence agencies named some ex-army
officials who had close links with
Jamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh

(UBM).6T1 QU a0\

So far the DB, the principal agency
investigating the blasts, has found no
Indian link. In fact, it arrested a Ban-
gladesh Army lance corporal, Harun-
ul-Rashid, on 20 September for train-
ing a JBM bomb squad in Mirpur.
Apparently, Harun-ul-Rashid was pi-

cked up after another suspect, Sumon, .
had been grilled. “Sumon also named |
a retired honourary army captain of

Bangladesh, Mohiuddin,” said an

Intelligence official. — Vijay Thakur
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KOLKATA, Sept. 27, — Agreement off

the Indo-Bangla extradition treaty that
would facilitatg the deportation of mili-
tants may be reached during the Saarc
summit in November, if New Delhi con-

ccdes Dhaka’s. demands en economic -

issues as a quid pro quo, Bangladeshi
dlplomats told The Statesman today.

“Talks on the extradition issue during §

the foreign minister Mr Natwar Singh’s
visit to Dhaka were positive. Our govern-

ment has agreed, in principle, to the .

extraditien treaty, but we need something
in return too,” a Bangladeshi official said.
Indian officials, though keen to push
through the treaty, want Bangladesh to “de-
link” the economic issues, insisting on “con-
fidence building measures” from Ban-
gladesh on India’s security concerns first.
India has been pressing Dhaka to hand
over Ulfa leader Anup Chetia, lodged in
a Dhaka jail, and KLO leader Jiban
Singh, and had been putting pressure on
‘Bangladesh to dismantle ultra training
training camps on its territory. Thé issue
was raised at a meeting between the BSF
and the BDR’s top brass in New Delhi
on Monday.
Earlier, the West Bengal chief minister-
raised the issue of KLO ultras during his
talks with Bangladesh foreign minister Mr

Morshed Khan. The former even offered

to.provide the fugitive’s address in Dhaka.
While Bangladesh has declined to hand
over Chetia on legal and human rights

grounds, it has denied any knowledge of

tence of teffpr camps on its territory. But
high-decibel acrimony between the neigh-
bours notwithstanding, frosty ties seemed
to have thawed in the talks overwater.
Dhaka- now, apparently, wants to cor-
vince the  governments in Delhi and
Kolkata about .its sincerity in cracking
down on Indian militants. It cited the
recent arrests of Manipuri and Tripuri
(NLFT) ultras from Kamalganj in Sylhet
and Bandarban in Chittagong Hill Tracts,
réspectively. Bangladeshi officials also
pointed to the ongoing operation against
Maoists in that country. Maosits in Bang-
ladesh have been coordinating and sharing
information with their Indian counter-
parts. But then, Dhaka stops %hort of joint

KIL.O lea% whereabouts and the exis-

THE <

BSF Director-General RS Mooshahary (left) meets
his BDR counterpart Maj.-Gen. Jehangir Alam
Choudhur‘y in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTI

¢ SHNAGAR, Sept 27.—Two BSF
sere hackedo death with by some
assallants early this moming.
.Ramesh Lal {26) af Jammu
Yadav {35) of Uttar Pradesh —
patroling the lishamari .~
dia’s Tehatta PS -~
 last night, Their
‘multiple injuries, were. recevered
‘ pora) shedazmesideame [
Ishamanbord road closed to the No. 71
L hind the murders have
ot yel _been ascertamed “BNS .

combmg operatlons a la the Indla-Bhutan
campaign that flushed  out KIL.O-Ulfa
_extremists from the jungles of Bhutan.
While India is keen to keep its fingers
crossed, Bangladesh i§ likely to mount
pressure on Union commerce minister
Mr Kamal Nath during his visit to
+~ Bangladesh in October over these issues.
At the top of Dhaka’s-agenda is the
demand that Indian markets be opened
up for Bangladeshi products to offset the’
trade imbalance.
Dhaka also wants New Delhi to con-
cede a 20-mile corridor between Nepal

and Bangladesh through north Bengal —

in the Kakarvita-Changrabandha area —
as well as allow Dhaka to get hydro-
power from Bhutan through India. In
return, Dhaka would allow New Delhi to

import natural gas from . Myanmar

throu%}\ its tcmtory i

/
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lndh, Bangla |

. agree on
coordinated
patrolling

NEW DELH]I, Sept. 27. —
While the long pending
issue of fencing the Indo-
Bangla border in certain
sensitive areas remjained
unresolved, India; and
Banglddesh today ag{eed to
intensify their “coordinated
patrolling” in the bordering
areas to stop infiltration.
Both sides reached this
agreement on the first day
of the three-day bi-annual
Director . General-level
conference between. the
BSF and BDR that began
here today. Besides this,
the Bangladesh . govem-

* ment also agreed to initi- -

ate confidence building
meéasures to strengthen
relations between the twod'
countries. Senior héme“

‘ministry officials of both

countries participated in
the meeting. .

The Indian governmeng
also handed over a list of
172 militant camps operat-
ing in the hilly terrain of
Bangladesh and urged
Dhaka to dismantle them.

Home ministry :officials
today admitted that the
Bangladesh government
had taken some action in
the past six months after it
submitted a long list of ter-
rorist camps. They, howev-
er, maintained that the
action taken. against the
militant camps is not ‘suf-
ficient’ and Bangladesh
government should fur-
ther gear up its action
against the militant camps
mostly operating in the
Chittagong areas. ;
" “We will have more coor-
dmated patrolling,” BDR
D-G Maj.-Gen. Jehangir
Alam Choudhury said after
the - first- day’s . meeting.
Both sides also agreed to
take steps to curb illegal
migration and - s‘ugglmg
into these countries.. s




Dhaka agrees on fencing
New Delhi hancgf\ BDR list of B

. . ~ ;
RAINISH Sharma { ~ s
New Delhi, September 27 3”/ . Q‘){/ - . ﬂ7 Y

IN A inove that might help resolve a
longstanding dispute between India
and Bangladesh, the Bangaldesh Ri-
fles (BDR) on Tuesday agreed to “con-
sider favourably” India’s request for
allowing fencing between 150 yards
and zero line wherever there were
“yalid reasons”.

So far, Bangladesh has strongly op-
posed any such aftempts by India
along the 4095-km long border, calling
it a violation of the 1975 Boundary
Agreement between the two coun-
tries. *

Highly-placed home ministry
sources said Bangladesh has assured
that in “some areas, particularly res-
idential pockets” they will consider
India’s request. This, they said,
would benefit nearly 45,000 Indians
in 600-odd villages along the Indo-
Bangla border between the zero line
and 150 yards.

The contentious issue was dis-
cussed at length on Tuesday during - . ; ‘
bidnnual talks between the director PTi
generals of BDR and BSF. The BDR Major-General Md Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, Director-General of Bangladesh
delegation was led by Maj Gen Je- Rifles, with BSF jawans during a guard of honour in New Delhi on Tuesday.
hangir Alam Choudhury while the In-
dian side was headed by R.S. Moosha-
hary. India gave a detailed presenta-
tion on the issue to the BDR delega-
tion. An example of Belonia village | ™
in Tripura, which is between the zero
line and 150 yards, was given during
the presentation. The BDR was told
that if India puts up a fence outside
150 yards, such villages would not re-
main in its territory.

" “The BDR assured that wherever
there were such valid and special rea-
sons, they would consider India’s re-
quest favourably,” a top home min-
istry-official said.

- The two sides have agreed to work
on some more confidence building
measures. India also handed over a
list of 172 training camps of North-
east militants  operating in
Bangladesh.

angla terror camps

Y

FORWARD MOVEMENT

THE ISSUE: At certain poaints along
the 4095-km long border, India
wants fencing to be aliowed 150
yards within the zero line

CONTENTION: Bangladesh has all
along opposed this, calling ita
violation of the 1975 Boundary
Agreement

BREAKTHROUGH: Now, they will
consider India's request in some
areas, particularly residential
pockets. Mare than 45,000 Indians
in 600-odd villages along the indo-
Bangla border stand to benefit
from the move

INDIA
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@angladesh’s fears

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: India has informed
Bangladesh that the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government
proposes to take up peninsular
links under the inter-linking of
rivers programme. There is no
proposal to take up any Hima-
layan link as of now. If and when
such a link would be undertaken,
the concerns of the neighbour-
ing countries would be kept in
view.

The issue had come up in the
just concluded 36th meeting of
the Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC) held in Dhaka from Sep-
tember 19 to 21.

Briefing mediapersons here
- on Monday, Union Water Re-
sources Minister Priyaranjan
Dasmunsi, who led the Indian
delegation to Bangladesh, said
he was taken aback at the extent
of “disinformation” in that
country on India’s inter-linking
programme. “There was even an
apprehension that the river
Brahmaputra would be linked
with the Ken-Betwa link and re-
ach Uttar Pradesh. We removed
this misgiving,” he said. Mr. Das-
munsi said India did not agree to
aBangladesh demand for includ-
ing the subject of India’s inter-
linking of rivers programme as
part of the specific agenda. “It
was discussed as amiscellaneous

V¢

\ \
NG
item.”The Minister said Bangla-
desh also has different percep-
tion on the implementation of
the Ganga Water Treaty be-
tween the two countries which
was signed in 1996-97. The Indi-
an side maintained that sharing
of waters was as per the pre-
scribed formula. Under this, the
average receipts of water in the
last nine years by Bangladesh
had exceeded the flows indicated
in the Treaty, while the flows
received by India had been less
than the prescribed “indicative
flows.” The two sides have now
agreed to review the implemen-
tation of the treaty.

Sharing of Teesta waters

On the ticklish issue of shar-
ing of Teesta river waters, the
JRC recognised that the lean
season flows would not meet the
requirement of both the coun-
tries. While India wants the wa-
ters for irrigation, Bangladesh
wants a share for navigation.
The Secretary-level Joint Com-
mittee of Experts would meet to
to determine the modalities and
dependable flows for sharing be-
tween October and April based
on the existing data. The Com-
mittee would report their find-
ings to the JRC. Till then the
Phase II should not be taken up,
India said.
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Indo-Bangla river panel

meet beglns at Dhaka today

Statesman News Service tﬂ\r \}\ .

N\

KOLKATA, Sept. 18 — With the 36th
session of the Indo-Bangla joint river
commission all set to begin in Dhaka
from tomorrow for two days, both the
sides cited different priorities indicating
tough bargaining ahead as the water talks
resume after two years.

For India, issues refated to lchhamati
river in West Bengal is a “priority.” said
Union water resources minister Mr Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi, before leaving for
Dhaka this afternoon. along with a 14-
member delegation. “For us, Icchamati is
a priority. If Bangladesh is ready to coop-
erate with us on arresting land-erosion on
the Indian side of Icchamati, we will defi-
nitely consider Bangladesh’s demand tor
an agreement over sharing the waters of
seven rivers,” the minister said. He cited
the issues of sharing the waters of Teesta,
erosion of Mahanada, Bangladeshi oppo-
sition to the construction of Tipaimukh

hydel power project at Assam’s Barak val-
ley, as well as inter-linking of Indian rivers.
apart from the disputes over ¢far lands in
Tripura’s Pheni and Muhuri rivers.

The first secretary of Bangladesh
deputy high commission. Mr Shakil
Ahmed Biswas, however, made it clear
that his country’s perspective was differ-
ent. “Teesta, Tipaimukh and inter-river
linking are our priorities.” he pointed out.

While airing optimism abouta “strong
and friendly relation with Bangldesh and
dissolution of misgivings overwater-shar-
ing in a scientific manner,” Mr Das
Munshi’s confabulation with Bengal chief
minister Mr Buddhadet Bhattcharjee
and his Tripura countepart Mr Manik
Sarkar, at Writers’ Buildings today,
revealed the hard bargining that lics in
store. The presence of the Indian high
commissioner in Bargladesh, Mrs Beena
Sikri, at Writers” aswell as the frontline
mandarins of the state’s bureaucracy
underlined the inportance of the Jmmg
work before the Dhaka meet. 7
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& complacency .,

he regularity with which the India-Banglzdesh

boundary erupts in clashes between the two bor-

der security forces is alarming. Just five months

ago, an officer of the Border Security Force was
killed in a clash with the Bangladesh Rifies. The latest gun
battle over the building of an embankment along the Maha-
nanda on the Bangladeshi side once again calls attention to
the urgent need for a better coordinated system of boundary
management. The BSF says the embankment violates the
rule that there will be no construction within 150 metres of
no-man’s land on either side of the boundary. Bangladesh
says the embankment is to prevent river erosion. A flag
meeting between the two sides has brought the temperature
down, and the proposed ministerial-level meeting later this
month at which Water Resources Development Minister
Priyaranjan Das Munshi will represent India, should help to
iron out differences. But there are other sources of tension
on the border. For instance, India too stands accused by
Bangladesh of encroaching on the no-construction zone.
The fence the Indian Government is putting up along the
entire 4,000-km long boundary to prevent illegal immigra-
tion is, in some places, well within barred territory. New
Delhi maintains it is not a military construction and there-
fore, not a violation. Illegal immigration through the porous
boundary is one of the biggest problems dogging bilateral
ties. During the recent Dhaka visit of External Affairs Minis-
ter Natwar Singh, the two sides agreed to hold regular
high-level meetings on border issues. The sooner these
meetings begin, the better.

For India, the added concern is the security situation in
Bangladesh, especially after August 17, when 400 explosive
devices went off all over the country in a space of 30 minutes.
A group called the Jama’atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
took responsibility for the bomb attacks, declaring it wanted
to bring in “Islamic rule”. While two persons were killed and
other damage was minimal, the co-ordinated detonations
spoke of a group with a well-formed network. The multiple
bombings were not the first attack of this kind in Bangla-
desh, though in terms of sheer spread, they were certainly
the biggest. International security experts have attributed
many of these incidents to shadowy Islamist groups. For its
part, New Delhi has long asserted the presence of extremists
— Islamist and other — in Bangladesh. Thus far, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, whose Bangladesh National Partyisin
acoalition with two Islamic parties, has denied the existence
of such groups in the country. But there cannot be a louder
wake-up call for her Government than the latest bombings,
considering the targets this time were its own institutions.
One of Dhaka’s immediate tasks would be to ensure that the
incident does not affect the November summit of the South
Asian Association for Regional Co-operation. India will cer-
tainly watch with interest the Zia Government’s response to
the serial blasts.



Buy Indlan

Rs 5, 000
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KINSUK BASU

Want a voter’s identity card?
Forget the Election Commis-
sion of India. For Rs 5,000, you
can have one home-delivered.

After fake passports and
duplicate marksheets, police
have stumbled upon a racket
in producing fake voter’s iden-
tity (ID) cards.

While the target customer
is the infiltrator from across
the Bangladesh border, investi-
gations so far suggest that the
offer is open to anybody will-
ing to buy an Indian identity.

All the racketeers do is re-
place the photograph already

. on a genuine card with the

|
l

| image of the person who

wants to buy a new identity.
The name and the address
remain the same. The only
giveaway is the laminated
card. While the original is

. hard and thick, the fake ones

are thinner and softer.

The revelation comes foll-
owing hours of interrogation
of two Bangladeshi nationals,
Mohammad Masum Ali Khan
and Roshan Ara Begum, who
were arrested on Sunday night

. in the Burrabazar police sta-

tion area. Both 23-year-old
Masum and Roshan Ara adm-
itted having purchased Indian
voter ID cards for Rs 5,000 each
from racketeers who operated
in parts of Uluberia, Bagnan
and Sankrail, in Howrah.
They target the Bangla-

\/ NV . \ r)%\n
‘ deshis, who trickle in without

valid documents.

Masum told police that al-
most four years ago he, along
with Roshan Ara, had bought
the cards from a tout in Ulube-
ria because he was going to
Gurgaon for employment.

At Gurgaon, Masum want-
ed to join his brother Badsha
Khan, while Roshan Ara was
keen to meet her husband Sat-
tar Sheikh. Both Badsha and
Sattar are Bangladeshi nation-
alswhohad crossed over earlier.

Masum and Roshan Ara
told police they had paid for
the voter’s ID cards to ensure
that they were not identified
as Bangladeshis and pushed
back during their stay in Gur-
gaon. In the process, Masum,
of Ratuakhali, had become
Samsher Ali Mullick of Ulube-
ria. And Roshan Ara of Khul-
na had turned into Feroza
Begum of Muslim
Bazaarpara, also in Uluberia.

Four years after they had
slipped into India, the two
were now on their way back to
Bangladesh when Burrabazar
police nabbed them.

While Roshan wanted to !
meet her husband Sattar, who |

had gone back to Bangladesh,
Masum was returning home
to get married.

“We have already started a
probe based on the statements
of the two,” said Ajay Kumar,
deputy commissioner of po-
lice (central).



‘Bodies add fuel'to border tension

isman News Service

KRISHNAGAR, Aug. 22. — There
was a commotion in villages border-
ing Bangladesh in Nadia’s Hogol-
beria PS area today when the bodies
of two Indian farmers were found by
BSF officers in a place close to a
barbed-wire fence between Hogol-
beria and Kacharipara.

Panic gripped the villagers as they
felt that the dead, identified as
Kamal Sarkar (27) and Ananda
Mondol  (28) of Chamna,
Hogolberia, could be innocent vic-
tims of the BDR’s retaliation follow-
ing firing at Bangladeshi smugglers
by the BSF at Kuthipara in Murutia
on the night of 20 August.

Terming the killings as “mysteri-
ous”, district police and BSF offi-
cials were tight-lipped about
whether the duo was killed by the
BDR or not.

The ASP, Nadia, Mr Biswarup

urges befitting

reply to firing

NEW DELH!, Aug. 22. — The BJP today
demanded that the Centre give a
befitting reply to the incidents of firing by
Bangladesh Rifles and not settle for a
quiet rapprochement with the
Bangladeshi authorities. BJP spokesman
Mr VK Malhotra, said “such passive
responses” by the government to BDR
firing served no purpose, and instead it
would encourage extremist outfits based
in the north-east and operating from
Bangladesh, to carry on with their
nefarious activities in India. — SNS
Ghosh, said: “The reason behind the
killings is subject to investigation. The
bodies were sent for post-mortem
after the BSF had handed over these
to the Hogolberia police”.

A BSF officer said: “It is apparent
that one person was shot as the body
bore bullet marks while the death of
the other one was caused by stab-

bing.” He said that “the two farmer\s—

had taken permission from our boys
posted at the border gate at 11 a.m.
yesterday for going to their agricul-
tural fields, beyond the barbed-wire
fence but on the Indian side. Later.
a missing diary was lodged by their
families as they did not return. This
morning, we found their bodies.”
The BSF has found the body of an
alleged Bangladeshi smuggler,
Reazul Mondol (30), of Dharmada,
Kusthia, near the bank of the
Mathabhanga at Ghoshpara in
Nadia’s Murutia PS area today.

‘Comment on India personal’

Bangladesh’s foreign minister Mr M
Morshed Khan has said that the alle-
gation made by industries minister
Mr Motiur Rehman Nizami that

India was involved in the recent
bomb blasts was his “personal” view '

and not that of the government,
adds PTI from Dhaka.
/



Guns fall silent on the

Indo-Bangladesh bor
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AII issues amlcably resolved at BSF-BDR coordination meeting

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: All was quiet in the Mu-
chia border area of West Ben-
gal's Malda district on Sunday
after two days of exchange of fire
between the Border Security
Force and Bangladesh Rifles.

A sector commander-level co-
ordination meeting between the
BSF and the BDR, lasting three
hours, was held at Rampara in
the morning where all “issues
[related to the turn of events re-
sulting in exchange of fire] were
resolved amicably to defuse the
existing tension.”

Anti-erosion work to
continue

“It was decided at the meeting
that the anti-erosion work being
carried out in the area beyond
200 yards of the zero line under
BSF supervision on the Indian
side would continue and that
embankment protection work at
the two sites in Bangladesh be-
ing overseen by the BDR and
suspended following the firing,
will not be resumed as the mat-
ter had been referred to the In-
do-Bangladesh  Joint River
Commission,” Principal Staff
Officer, Deputy Inspector-Gen-
eral, BSF [East], S.K. Mitra told
The Hindu.

“There has not been any firing
since 11.30 a.m. on Saturday,”
Om Prakash Gaur, Deputy In-
spector-General, BSF, [Malda

* No firing since 11.30
a.m. on Saturday, says
BSF official

+ Embankment protection
work at the two sites in
Bangladesh put on hold

o Temporary ‘weapon-
pits’ set up by both
forces to be demolished

& Ministerial-level talks
between the two
countries to discuss the
recent firing

Sector], who attended the flag
meeting, said.

“Work on our side is contin-
uing under BSF protection,
while work on the Bangladesh
side has been stopped under
BSF fire”.

Mr. Mitra will be part of a del-
egation, led by Union Minister
for Water Resources Develop-
ment Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi,
that will hold ministerial-level
talks in Dhaka on August 30 and
31 to discuss, among other
things, the dispute leading to the
firing.

“Issues related to rivers flow-
ing along the Indo-Bangladesh
border will be taken up,” Mr. Mi-
tra said. The meeting also decid-
ed to demolish the temporary
“weapon-pits” set up by both

THE HU LU

forces over the past two days.
“The pits had been dugtoactasa
temporary defence line during
the firing.”

The hostilities began on Fri-
day morning after the BDR re-
fused to suspend embankment
protection work along the Ma-
hananda at Golabari and Pola-
danga in Bangladesh in
contravention of a 1975 Indo-
Bangladesh agreement that
there would be no transgression
within 150 yards of the zero line
by either side.

“The BDR had demanded that
India permit them carry out the
work but as the work sites are
within 150 yards of the Indo-
Bangladesh border and all such
proposals are under review by
the Joint River Commission it
was not possible for us to accede
to the request of the BDR,” said
Mr. Gaur.

Earlier, Bangladesh had ob-
jected to the anti-erosion work
using sand bags, which began on
August 11, on the Indian side.
But the works, about 200 yards
from the border, did not fall
within the ambit of the 1975
agreement and there was no
need to get the concurrence of
the BDR on the issue, he said.
The work resumed on August 18
after a flag meeting between the
BSF and BDR officials.

India rejects remark: Page 13
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Malda, Aug. 20: Indian and
Bangladeshi border guards
traded fire this morning as
fresh tension flared over dis-
puted construction work
along the frontier, leaving two
. children injured — one with a
- bullet in his lungs.
Fourteen-year-old Amal

l Mandal was shifted to Calcut-

ta, about 350 km away, as his
‘condition worsened.

Anima Chowdhury, 12, hit
in th&baek, was declared out
of danger after being treated
at a mobile medical unit of the
Border Security Force.

The firefight between the
border forces began yesterday
over the Bangladesh irriga-
tion department’s refusal to
stop anti-erosion work on the
banks of the Mahananda at
zero point.

The gunbattle ceased late
in the evening only to flare

again this morning. BSF offi-

~Border

M\T

cials saidnearly 1,000 rounds
were exchanged today near
the Muchia, Adampur and Kr-
ishnagar outposts before the
firing stopped around noon.

In Delhi, a top BSF source
said: “We have proposed a flag
meeting with Bangladesh Ri-
fles at the level of the deputy
inspector-general tomorrow.
The last flag meeting was ab-
out three-four days back at the
commandant (junior) level.”

Malda superintendent of
police Dilip Mondal, however,
sajd th neefingtwill be at the
cothmandantlevel.

BSF additional director-
general Damodar Sarangi said
his men stopped firing on the
assumption that a flag march
will be held tomorrow to settle
the matter.

“However, our jawans may
resort to firing if attempts are
made to restart the anti-ero-
sion work at the zero point vio-
lating the norms.”

“We are expecting a solu-

bullet in te

Q

Jawans take position in
Malda near the border.
Picture by Surojit Roy

tion at tomorrow’s peace meet-
ing,” said BSF deputy inspec-
tor-general, Malda range, Om
Prakash Gaur.

Defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who is in neigh-
bouring Murshidabad now,

en’s lu
R o A

J thevillages near the Adampur

has been informed;‘ the de-
velopments. Late this evening,
the additional distpict magis-
trate of Malda, Bhavani Pra-
sad Barat, said the chiefs of
the two border forces would
meet in Delhi on August 27.

The BSF source in Delhi
said they had made it clear to
the BDR that the embankment
work on the Indian side was
being done 150 yards from zero
point and would go on. “We
have forces in sufficient num-
ber at the spot and we will
complete the work.”

g of .

outpost when the two children
were hit. “Many of us fled our
homes,” said Sulekha Bibi of
Bhespara, a village near
Adampur.

“We have referred Amal to
a Calcutta hospital as his con-
dition is fast deteriorating,”
said Pradip Chakraborty, who

treated him at M Sadar
Hospital.

L 1
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BSE, BDR exchange fire on border

" 7 l.}\‘K/olkata

\N ¥ 19 AUGUST

(.
I N the worst confrontation

the Indo-Bangladesh frontier

in recent months, border
forces of the two countries on Fri-
day exchanged heavy fire thrice
in Malda district of West Bengal,
triggering tension.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
opened unprovoked fire towards
India at Adampur and Muchia
outposts early in the morning.
They attempted to prevent em-
bankment work by the Malda
district authorities in Mahananda
river, about 250 metres away
from the international border, in
tune with the border agreement,
police and BSF officials said.

BSFpersonnel retaliated to the
BDR action. Subsequently, the
two forces exchanged fire twice,
till about 11 am, they said. They
added that around 500 rounds
were fired in the skirmishes.
There was no report of any casu-
alty. People living in border vil-
lages have been evacuated to a

y, v "

safe distance, officials in Malda
said. BSF deputy inspector gener-
al Ramesh Singh in New Delhi
said although firing had stopped
for some time, tension prevailed
inthe area.

He said senior BSF officials
were trying to contact their BDR
counterparts to sort out the dis-
pute through talks. Mr Singh
commented that BDR firing was
unprovoked and unwarranted as
the embankment work was un-
dertaken well inside the Indian
territory to check large-scale ero-

sion by the Mahananda river,
which serves as a demarcating
line between the two countries.
“Moreover, the work, an urgent
measure, is a temporary measure
to check erosion,” the DIG said,
adding the Bangladesh side had
noreason to object to it.

The work was disrupted due to
firing, he said. Malda superin-
tendent of police Dilip Mandal
said it was decided that the two
sides would undertake the work
simultaneously. But, the BSF was
forced to begin the work on Fri-

The &"U”Uﬁzzc Tl

day as the Muchia outpost, 3 km
from Adampur, was threatened
due to large-scale erosion.

When the BSF was about to
begin the work, the BDR
opened fire, forcing the Indian
security forces at the two out-
posts to retaliate.

North Bengal inspector-gener-
al of police KL Meena said the
work was undertaken away from
the stipulated 150 yards from
zero line on the Indian side.
“Therefore, no objection can be
raised by the BDR as far as inter-
national border rules are con-
cerned,” he said.

Mr Singh stated that the dis-
pute over embankment is some
months old and it has already
been referred to the Joint River
Water Commission. “A team has
visited the area and said erosion
on the Indian side was significant,
requiring embankment,” the
BSF DIG said, adding that the re-
centrains had worsened the situ-
ation, after which remedial
measures were undertaken on
an urgent basis. — PTI
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India worried at

Bangla blasts, .

.
New Delhi offers all possible assmtance \*‘

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, August 18

SERIOUSLY CONCERNED
that its direst warnings were
coming true, India on Thurs-
day reiterated its strong con-
demnation of the “unprece-
dented 459 blasts” that took
place in 63 of Bangladesh'’s 64
districts on Wednesday.

According to MEA spokes-
man Navtej Sarna, “Leaflets
have been found at the site of
each of the blasts authored
by a fundamentalist outfit,
the Jamaat-ul Mujahideen
Bangladesh, that was banned
just six months ago”.

India’s concern was conve-
yved to Bangladesh through
its high commissioner here,
Liaquat Chowdhury. New
Delhi has urged Dhaka to
“identify the perpetrators of
these terrorist acts” and of-
fered “any kind of assis-
tance”, the spokesman said.
The offer is unlikely to be ac-
cepted, sources said.

The blasts across Bangla-
desh took place a year after a
devastating bomb blast on
August 22, 2004, narrowly
missed Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina, but killed 23
party members. No one has
been arrested for that inci-
dent, which was carried out
with “commando-style effi-
ciency”, an analyst said.

RICOCHET

REUTERS

Soldiers patrol the
India-Bangladesh border
in Tripura on Thursday.

The Jamaat, blamed for
Wednesday'’s blasts, is head-
ed by Shahb-ul Islam, now in
jail for masterminding a se-
ries of blasts in Dinajpur,
bordering West Bengal, in
2003, sources said. The or-
ganisation is affiliated to the
Jamaat-e-Islami, which is
part of the ruling coalition
alliance in Bangladesh, head-
ed by the BNP.

That these leaflets dema-

AN

/‘\)

nded the establishment of an
Islamic state in Bangladesh
and condemned democracy,
the judiciary and the elec-
toral system as un-Islamic,
indicated that the “chickens
have come home to roost”, a
diplomatic analyst said.

Denying that it was ap-
plying pressure on Dhaka
for adopting an “ostrich-
like attitude” towards the
“enormous rise in funda-
mentalist forces” in that
country, Sarna said, “A sta-
ble, prosperous, secular and
democratic Bangladesh is
not just in the interests of
the people of Bangladesh,
but also of India”.

Lawmakers’ concern

Members expressed con-
cern in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday over the series of
bomb blasts that rocked
Bangladesh on Wednesday,
with CPI member Gurudas
Dasgupta seeking adequate
security along the India-
Bangladesh border to check
infiltration of fundamental-
ist elements into India.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, he said the emer-
gence of “fundamentalist
terrorism” in Bangladesh
was a matter of grave con-
cern for India, which shares
a long border with it.
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eaking the ice
th Bangladesh“

ndia’s relations with Bangladesh are so problematlcal
that there were no expectations of a breakthrough
during the recent visit of Minister of External Affairs
Natwar Singh to Dhaka. Several issues sour the bilat-
eral relationship: the illegal migration of Bangladeshis to the
North-East States that New Delhi believes is encouraged by
Dhaka; the Indian allegation, denied by the Khaleda Zia
Government, that Bangladesh provides safe haven to in-
surgents from the North-East; the Indian initiative, opposed
by Dhaka, to fence the 4,000 km long international bounda-
ry to prevent both illegal immigration and insurgent cross-
ings; a trade balance that is heavily tilted against
Bangladesh; and Bangladesh’s fears of the consequences for
itself of the river-linking proposal in India, even though this
is yet only vague talk. An added concern for India is the
frequency with which Bangladesh is now mentioned by
international security analysts as a haven for Islamist extre-
mism. At their meeting, Mr. Singh and his Bangladesh coun-
terpart, Morshed Khan, talked about all these issues but it is
clear that behind the diplomatic statements issued at the
end, little headway was made. In an interview to a Bangla-
desh newspaper, Mr. Singh made a strong case for a bounda-
ry fence, arguing that in those parts that had already been
fenced — about one-third of the total length — illegal im-
migration had reduced considerably. Bangladesh maintains
the fence is a military construction, as in some places it is
closer to no man’s land than the stipulated 150 metres, and
discounts Indian claims of illegal immigration. Dhaka was
also unenthusiastic about India’s proposal for an extradition
treaty, and has not yet given consent to a pipeline for
bringing gas from Myanmar through Bangladesh to India.
Perhaps the most heartening outcome of the visit is that it
has helped to break the ice at the top levels in the bilateral
relationship. In recent years, high-level contact between the
two sides had dwindled considerably. The meeting between
the two foreign ministers, and the preceding talks between
their foreign secretaries in June, were the first substantive
interaction since April 2003. A visit by Mr. Khan to New
Delhi in late 2004 was primarily to invite India to the Dhaka
summit of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation, now rescheduled for November. Despite the per-
sistent sharp differences, the Dhaka talks have signalled
India’s desire for dialogue on the issues that trouble the
bilateral relationship, and paved the way for sustaining the
discussion. Bangladesh has agreed to an Indian proposal for
more talks to address the problems at the border. Prime
Minister Zia has accepted an invitation to visit India and in
turn invited Prime Minister Manmohan Singh for a bilateral
call, after his visit for the SAARC summit later this year.
These visits should provide a good opportunity for the two
leaders to intensify the search for diplomatic solutions to
the problems that ail the relations between the two

countries. .
7
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XTERNAL AFFAIRS mi-
nister, Natwar Singh, re-
turned from Dhaka after
raising hopes for the future of the
long stalled Indo-Bangla ties. That
no Indian prime minister has had
the inclination or opportunity to
visit an important neighbour like
Bangladesh since 1999 tells us the
sorry story of this bilateral relation-
shipin recent times. Natwar Singh
appears to have broken the mould
and it is up to the government as a
whole to work hard, and in unison,
to make Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s visit to Dhaka in No-
vember a big success, Besides at-
tending the twice postponed South
Asian summit in Dhaka, he will
spend some extra time in Dhaka to
focus on Indo-Bangla ties.

Natwar Singh’s diplomatic gains
appears to be the result of a con-
scious decision to avoid the three
major mistakes of the previous
NDA government in dealing with
Bangladesh. Despite its good inten-
tions, it had given the impression
that it was not ready to hear
Bangladesh’s main grievances out.
By lending a patient ear, Natwar
Singh has now been able to alter

the prime minister’s visit to Dhaka in
ovember, there’s work to be done Q\Q;z G

the psychological dimensions of
these relations. Second, unlike the
NDA government, Natwar Singh
has now promised a sustained en-
gagement with Dhaka to resolve
many outstanding issues, espe-
cially Dhaka’s demands for better
access to Indian markets. Despite
a huge trade surplus, Delhi has
been unwilling until now vo lower
tariff barriers to exports from
Bangladesh.

While emphasising India’s
strong concerns on illegal migra-
tion and the presence of Indian
insurgent groups in Bangladesh,
Natwar Singh’s softer public pre-
sentation may have created the po-
litical space to address these chal-
lenges in a cooperative atmosphere
rather than through contentious
argumentation, While the NDA
government had made reduction of
cross-border terrorism a precondi-
tion for progress on Indo-Bangla
ties, Natwar Singh has broughtina
measure of flexibility to the Indian
approach. A similar tack by Vaj-
payee proved effective vis-a-vis
Pakistan. There is no reason to
doubt it would be equally produc-
tive with Bangladesh.
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“Delhi to ‘remain engaged
with Dh% for better ties

PRESS Trust of India ) 6’JJ .
Dhaka, August 8 Q ~ 1Q7 XN
TERMING THE outcome of external affairs
minister-Natwar Singh’s visit here as ‘sat-
isfactory’, India and Bangladesh on Mon-
day decided to “remain engaged” to overco-
me any obstacles in bilateral relations.

“A beginning has been made and talks on
specific sectors will be continued during
the visit of three Indian ministers to Bang-
Jadesh this year”, Singh told reporters at
the airport :

“Every time we meet we will take a step
forward, however big or small it may be”,
Bangladesh foreign minister M. Morshed
Khan said. “I do not think everything will
be alright in a single visit, but we have to
remain engaged”, he said.

On the forthcoming SAARC summit in
November, Singh said, “We hope the 13th
summit will be a landmark one”. Singh,
who invited Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to visit India, expres-
sed the hope that she would do so before or
after the summit.

Meanwhile, a day after India and Ba-
ngladesh agreed in principle to extend co-
ordinated patrolling along the Indo-Bangla
border, director-general of Border Security
Force (BSF) R.S. Mooshahary said on Mon-
day the agreement would result in better
border management.

Tﬁ!r 4 'P{\, )

AL n/ ’
—_—
Natwar abGandhi Ashram

Dhaka, August 8

GANDHI ASHRAM in Noakhali had
a surprise visitor on Monday — K.
Natwar Singh. Singh was provided a
special helicopter by the Bangladesh
government to travel to Noakhali in
southeastern Bangladesh. “The sub-
continent was indeed fortunate that
this great man appeared in our midst
during a crucial phase in our histo-
ry”, Singh saidtold trustees of the
ashram. PTI

“The decision to expand coordinated pa-
trolling by BSF and Bangladesh Rifles to
more areas along the 4,000-km border is a
positive step towards better border man-
agement”, he said on the sidelines of the
flag-off ceremony of BSF Mountaneering
Expedition to Mt Satopanth.

Coordinated patrolling was put in place
in some areas of the border after his last
meeting with the BDR director-general.
The extended border coordination was an-
nounced on Sunday after Singh’s meeting
with the Bangladesh PM in Dhaka.
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PAST GLORY

Foreign minister Natwar Singh watches the historic picture of Pakistani forces surrenderlng to late General Ayfora at the
Liberation War Museum in Dhaka on Sunday.
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Bangla fencing to go on

PRESS Trust of India
Dhaka, August 7

MAKING IT clear that India would
go ahead with the fencing of the over
4000-km border with Bangladesh, ex-
ternal affairs minister K. Natwar
Singh on Sunday said this would help
curb activities like smuggling and il-
legal migration and contribute to
peace and tranquility for people liv-
ing in these areas.

“A strong fence is useful for both
sides to achieve their common objec-
tives for mutual benefit,” Singh, who
is on a three-day visit here, said in an
interview to Bangla daily Jugantor.

Due to the porous nature of the
borders, there was considerable
cross-border criminal activity, which
he said included illegal trade in arms
and explosives, counterfeit currency,
trafficking in narcotics and traffick-
ing of women and children.

These problems, he said posed a
threat to the social and economic
wellbeing of both India and Bangla-
desh. “We have seen that in those ar-
eas where a fence is in place, there
has been a sharp decline in illegal
cross-border activities,” he said.

There have been differences on the
1975 guidelines under which defen-
sive structures within 150 yards of

Militancy training

SEVERAL TERRORIST training
camps along the LoC have been
reactivated this April and
“hundreds” of militants have got
rigorous training in cutting and
penetrating the border fence
erected by India, media reports
have said.

“Hundreds of militants are
undergoing advanced training at
camps in Bagh, Rawalkot, Kotli,
Gulpur, Aliabad, Halanshumali,
Padhar, Halan, Kaliar, Forwag,
Kahuta and Kacharban across
Poonch,” New York-based South
Asia Tribune run by a dissident
Pakistani said in a special re-
port.

PTI

the borders have to be demolished.
“The border management authori-
ties in both our countries share the
common objectives of ensuring
peace and tranquility and facilitat-
ing interaction between our two
friendly people while doing their ut-

most to prevent illegal cross-border
activity,” Singh said.

On the proposed gas pipeline be-
tween Myanmar and India via
Bangladesh, Singh said Indian ex-
perts were examining the most effi-
cient and feasible ways of importing
gas from Myanmar.

“The gas pipeline through Bang-
ladesh is one of the options being ac-
tively considered.

This is a commercial project to be
implemented by an international
consortium,” he said.

Singh discussed the tri-nation
project during talks with Bangladesh
finance minister Saifur Rahman.
Dhaka has agreed in principle to al-
low the 290-km pipeline through its
territory but has imposed certain
conditions.

It wants India to establish a direct
road linking Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan and address the issue of
trade imbalance.

Rahman said the ministries con-
cerned would hold detailed discus-
sions with the Indian side to make
the pipeline project a reality in line
with Bangladesh’s position on the is-
sues. “We have to see mutual benefit
of both the countries and that is the
main point to strengthen relations
further.”



India will go
ahead with .
fencing, says
Natwar
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DHAKA: External Affairs Minister

© K¢ Natwar Singh on Sunday

ade it clear that India would go

head with the fencing of the

+ /border with Bangladesh. The

** /fencing would help curb smug-

gling, and illegal migration and

contribute to peace for people

living in both the countries, he
said.

In an interview with the Ben-
gali daily Jugantor, Mr. Singh
said: “A strong fence is useful for
both sides to achieve their com-
mon objectives for mutual bene-
fit.” There were considerable
cross-border crimes due to the
porous nature of the border.
“These problems posed a threat
to the social and economic well-
being of both India and Bangla- |
desh.” There was a “sharp de-
cline in illegal cross-border \
activities” where the fence was |
inplace. "

Common objectives

Mr. Singh, who led official \
talks with Bangladesh on Satur- !
day, said the border authorities !
of both the countries shared the
common objectives of ensuring
peace and tranquillity and facil-
itating interaction between “our
two friendly people while doing
their utmost to prevent illegal
cross-border activity.”

Bangladesh had expressed .
concern over the fencing, de-
scribing it as a “defence struc- l
ture” within 150 yards of the |
zero line. But India disagreed
that the barbed-wire fencing was
adefence structure.

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
Hemayetuddin claimed that
there was no illegal migration
from Bangladesh. “If any, there
is an internationally agreed !
mechanism to deal with the mat-
ter through diplomatic chan-
nels.” India has proposed ;
holding a top-level meeting to
discuss ways to halt “illegal
migration.”

Extradition treaty

Bangladesh said it was consid-
ering an extradition treaty pro-
posed by India. India’s Foreign
Secretary Shyam Saran hoped
“the proposal will be consid-
ered.” On Bangladesh’s concern
over trade imbalance, the Indian
side assured it that the issue
would be taken up at the Com-
merce Minister-level meeting
between the two countries.Ban-
gladesh also welcomed more in-
vestment from India, saying
negotiations ona $2.5 billion Ta-
ta investment were progressing.
India reassured Bangladesh that
the river linking project was still
in conception and it would not i .
do anything without consulting 8 D 7”0'} T}J
with the lower riparian country. @ ’ ' ‘E HINC( [
On India’s campaign for a per- g
manent member status in an ex-
panded U.N. Security Council,
Mr. Saran said India had sought
Bangladesh’s support for the
UNSC reforms and its candida-
ture.
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Press Trust of India

DHAKA, Aug. 7. — New
Delhi today asked Dhaka
to do more to stop North-
east insurgent outfits from
operating in Bangladesh, as
the two sides agreed in
principle to extend coordi-
nated border patrolling and
address concerns over bor-
der fencing.

“While we are encour-
aged that some action has
been taken against the
insurgents by Bangladesh,
we will welcome further
action against them,” fot-
eign secretary Mr Shyam
Saran told reporters here
giving a round-up of for-

eign minister Mr K Natwar -

Singh’s talks with
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and
other leaders.

On New Delhi’s concerns
on terror camps run by
insurgents outfits here,
Dhaka has said that if India
has any concrete informa-
tion regarding this, it will
ascertain and take action.
India has also sought access
to people apprehended by
Bangladesh in the opera-
tions against insurgents.

Mr Saran said there had
been an agreement “in
principle” to expand coor-
dinated  patrolling by
Border Security Force and
Bangladesh Rifles to more
areas along the over 4,000~
km Indo-Bangla border.
This was aimed at checking
smuggling, illegal migra-
tion, trafficking in arms,
explosives, narcotics and
counterfeit currency.

The foreign minister,
who will return to New
Delhi tomorrow at the end

Mr Natwar Singh greets Bangladeshi Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in Dhaka on Sunday. — AFP

of his three-day visit, called
on Begum Zia and handed
over a letter from the
Prime Minister in which he
invited her to visit India at
the earliest and, if conve-
nient, before the Saarc
summit in November. On
her part, Begum Zia hoped
that Dr Manmohan Singh
would be able to stay back
for a bilateral visit when he
comes for the summit.
After a breakfast meet-

ing with a group of intel-.

lectuals, Mr Natwar Singh
told reporters that the
Saarc countries must work
together to “minimise
and max-

7

meant to “remove misun-
derstanding” and enhance
cooperation. “I will go
back with the feeling that
we are on the right track.”

On expansion of the UN
Security Council, the minis-
ter hoped that Bangladesh
would support the resolu-
tion on the issue by the G4,
comprising India, Germa-
ny, Brazil and Japan.

Mr Singh paid a courtesy
call on Opposition leader
Sheikh Hasina who said the
Awami League, had de-
manded comprehensive re-
forms in the country’s elec-
toral process.

Another report on
page 11
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To work for “common destiny”

Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Bangladesh and India
agreed on Saturday to remove
irritants in relations through
dialogue and work together to
shape their “common destiny”
for the better.

The commitment came from
over two hours of tatks between
External Affairs Minister K.
Natwar Singh and Bangladesh
Foreign Minister M. Morshed
Khan at the State Guesthouse
here.

‘Frank, candid talks’

“Talks were very fruitful. We
have not shied away from any-
thing. We have placed every-
thing on the table and discussed
everything in a very frank and
candid atmosphere,” Mr. Khan
told a joint news conference.

Mr. Khan described Mr.
Singh’s visit as a “milestone in
bilateral relations” and said, “we
have decided that this visit will
be a visit of difference and will be
mutually beneficial for the com-
mon people of the two coun-
tries.”

Regional cooperation

He said they addressed the
process of SAARC and expressed
commitment to work together

® More land-custom
stations to facilitate
economic exchanges and
people-to-people
contacts

o Multi-entry visas for
indian travellers through
Dhaka-Agartala bus route
sought

o Tri-nation gas pipeline
from Myanmar to India
through Bangladesh
proposed

for further integration of region-
al cooperation in South Asia.
However, Mr. Singh said they
had wide-ranging exchange of
views on issues of mutual inter-
est, including “differences of
opinion” as well.

“We have agreed to work to-
gether to realise our common
destiny. We have committed to
strengthening our relations
through dialogues based on mu-
tual friendship, trust and under-
standing,” he said.

On trade, there was great po-
tential for expanding the two-
way trade and investment and

cooperation in education, sci-

ence and technology.

The two sides agreed to estab-
lish more land-custom stations
to facilitate economic exchanges
and people-to-people contacts.
The Indian side sought multi-
entry visas for Indian travellers
through Dhaka-Agartala bus
route and also proposed more
bus services from Bangladesh to
different States.

Border issue

About crucial issues of the
border, which got periodically
tensed up, Mr. Singh said they
agreed on the best management
of the frontier and checking ille-
gal movement and activities
from both sides that caused huge

revenue losses for both
governments.
While acknowledging that

there existed “some differences”
in interpretations of the 1975
Border Guidelines, both sides
agreed to maintain peaceful bor-
der free from illegal movement
or any trouble, Mr. Singh said.

The Indian side proposed a
high-level meeting to discuss the
illegal movement, to which the
Bangladesh side agreed.

“We have covered a lot of
ground and our discussions were
marked by greater warmth and
cordiality,” said Mr. Singh.
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Dhaka, Aug. 6: India and Bangladesh will ste
up efforts to maintain peace along the border
and stop illegal migration, foreign minister K.
Natwar Singh said today.

After two-hour talks with Bangladesh coun-
terpart M. Morshed Khan, Singh said the
neighbours had agreed to hold a high-level
meeting to discuss unauthorised crossovers
along the 4,500-km frontier.

India claims insurgents from northeastern
states cross into Bangladesh to attend training
camps reportedly run on its soil. Bangladesh
insists it does not shelter rebels or allow its ter-
ritory to be used against its neighbours. It also
denies its citizens illegally cross into India.

The two ministers appeared before the pr-
ess after their talks at state guest house Padma,
but did not take queries from journalists.

Indian foreign secretary Shyam Saran said
the two had discussed signing an extradition
treaty, but there was no breakthrough yet.

India has long been urging Bangladesh to

Natwar Singh with Morshed Khan in Dhaka on Saturdaw(Reyters)

angla bonhomie

extradite Ulfa leader Anup Chetia who has
stayed on in that country after serving his jail

~ term. Bangladesh says he can’t be extradited

without a treaty.

The two sides also discussed the proposed
ipeline that would allow India to transport
natural gas from Myanmar through Bangla-
desh territory.

“We have agreed to work together to realise
our common destiny. We have committed to
strengthening our relations through dialogue
based on mutual friendship, trust and under-
standing,” Singh said in a written statement.

He said there had been a detailed and wide-
ranging exchange of views on issues of mutual
interest and “differences of opinion as well”.

Sources said India had informed Bangla-
desh it was seeking a permanent seat in the Se-
curity Council. It was unclear if any formal
support was sought.

In a statement on arrival at Zia Internation-
al Airport, Singh said India “attachgs the
highest importance to its relatiop§ with
Bangladesh”. /
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pending visit of' the e&ernal affairs
minister, Mr K. Natwar Singh, to Bangla-
desh will give an opportunity to both the
countries to review their ties. It is no secret that
relations between the two countries have been far
from smooth in the last couple of years. The for-
eign minister’s visit may, therefore, contribute to
a lessening of tension and could even lead to

J greater understanding between the two countries.

The agenda for Mr Singh’s Dhaka trip is clear, if
daunting, Most important, especially in the larger
south Asian context, is the need for the foreign
minister to reiterate India’s commitment to the
South Asian Association for Regional Coopera-
tion process and to the organization’s forthcom-
ing summit in Dhaka in November. The summit
has been postponed twice before and, at least once,
New Delhi had signalled that it was because of se-
curity concerns in Dhaka. Given that the Manmo-
han Singh government is seeking to build a stron-
ger relationship with India’s neighbours, it is es-
sential that India’s seriousness and commitment
to the multilateral institution is communicated to
the host country. If Mr Natwar Singh has to mend
relations with Bangladesh, he must also convince
Begum Khaleda Zia, the prime minister of Bang-
ladesh, that India is not partial to the Awami
League leader, Sheikh Hasina. This will, of
course, require great diplomatic skill on the part
of Mr Singh, given that traditionally the Awami
League is seen as a pro-Indian party. However, it is
on substantial bilateral issues that Mr Singh must
really focus.

Clearly, three issues are of paramount impor-
tance. The first is the issue of Bangladesh provid-
ing sanctuary to militants from the North-east
and the growth of religious extremism in the
country. The Khaleda Zia government is seen as
being soft on extremism, and clearly the govern-
ment needs to do much more to change this per-
ception. Concern about Bangladeshis is no longer
restricted to India. Internationally, there are in-
creased reports of the presence of terrorist
groups with international links, including al
Qaida. The issue of illegal Bangladeshi migrants,
given the recent Supreme Court ruling, will cer-
tainly be a major issue for discussion. It is impor-
tant that Mr Singh gets some assurance from
Dhaka on this count. Finally, Mr Singh must seek
to persuade Bangladesh that improving coopera-
tion with India in trade and energy will serve its
interests as well. On all these issues Bangladesh
has either its own concerns or an alternative po-
int of view. In essence, The challenge for Mr Singh
istoreconcile Bangladesh’s concerns with India’s
interests.




“Influx an ‘unchecked

By Rakesh Bhatnagar/TNN

New Delhi: The Illegal Mi-
grants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act was struck
down by the supreme
court. A statement made
by Dr Nagendra Singh, In-
dia’s representative in the
UN, before the liberation of
Bangladesh and amidst the
massive refugee influx into
India from erstwhile East
Pakistan in 1971, also
found mention with the
court concluding that such
an “influx” was an “ag-
gression” which was not
checked by the govern-
ment. )

“The stand of our coun-
try before UN was that the
influx of alarge number of
persons from the across
the border into India
would be an act of aggres-
sion,” the Bench recalled.

It also emphasised for-
mer Assam governor Lt
Gen (retd) S K Sinha’s re-
port on the problem of ille-
gal Bangladeshi nationals
in the north-eastern states.
Gen Sinha’s 1998 report
said that the unabated in-
flux of illegal Bangladeshi
nationals has led to a per-
ceptible change in the de-
mographic pattern of the
state. “Pakistan’s Inter Ser-
vice Intelligence (ISI) is
very active in Bangladesh
supporting militants in As-
sam. Islamic militant organ-
isations have mushroomed
in Assam,” said Gen Sinha.
In this backdrop, the apex
court chastised the Centre
saying it had failed in its
duty to protect Assam from
“external aggression” due to
continuance of the IMDT
Act encouraging rampant il-
legal migration from Ban-
galdesh.

“This being the situation,
there can be no manner of
doubt that the state of As-
sam is facing external ag-
gression.”

a "
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Women light lamps in in Guwahati on Wednesday in remembrance of those who
died in the six-year-long agitation against illegal migrants in Assam. People of
Assam are celebrating Tuesday’s supreme court verdict scrapping the Hiegal
Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act

Govt not to appeal SC order

New Delhi: Fearing yet another rebuff from the Supreme Court on the I1-
legal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, the Union Cabinet on
Thursday decided against seeking a review of the top court’s order strik-
ing down the law.

Well-placed sources indicated that while some members of the Cabinet
favoured that the government seek a review, law minister H R Bhardwaj
argued against it. He pointed out that a review petition would go to the
same Bench to be admitted, and there is only a slim chance of its getting
through. He also pointed to the observations of the Bench, equating un-
abated infiltration to aggression, to say that there was little room for op-
timism for any review petition to succeed.

Bhardwaj’s view prevailed, with the Cabinet settling for a Group of
Ministers to go into the whole gamut of issues arising out of the problem
of inflitration, including the refusal of Bangladesh to take back persons
identified as “foreigners”. The Cabinet also took note of the apprehen-
sions that doing away with the tribunals might lead to harassment of even
Indian citizens. ™

‘Act helped rise
In Muslim
population’

New Delhi: The Muslim population of
Assam witnessed a 77.42% growth
during the two decades between 1971-
91 while Hindus grew nearly 41.89%.
While quashing the IMDT Act, SC not-
ed this growth pattern as it declared
that the legislation negated the strin-
gent provision of the Foreigners Act
that lays the onus of establishing a
right to stay in the country squarely
on a suspected illegal migrant.
Discard-

ing the

IMDT Chief “Application of
ustice R C

Lahoti, Jus- IMDT Act and

tices G P

Mathurana  Tules made

P Kb Bala- thereunder in

subra-

manyan ASSam has

also drew a  created the

comparison

betu})een the biggest hlll'(“e"

tardy dis- o,

posal of in-

quiries under the disputed enactment
and the speedy dispensation under the
Foreigners Act in West Bengal. Of
3,86,249 inquiries conducted under the
IMDT in Assam, 11,636 persons were
declared illegal migrants by August
2003 and 1,517 of them were deported,
though notices for deportation had
been served on 6,159 settlers. However,
in West Bengal where the Foreigners
Act is enforced, 4,89,046 persons were
actually deported between 1983 and
November 1998. “Thus, there cannot
be even a slightest doubt that the ap-
plication of the IMDT Act and the
rules made thereunder in Assam has
created the biggest hurdle and is the
main barrier in identification and de-
portation of illegal migrants.” The
Act was “coming to the advantage of
such illegal migrants, as any proceed-
ings initiated against them almost en-
tirely ends in their favour, enables
them to have a document having offi-
cial sanctity that they are not illegal
migrants”, said the verdict. mw



Politics

of numbers
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The SC verdgi\c\\ﬂags a gro?vinz concSZn. Get
down to addressing the Bangladesh border issue

HE Supreme Court

I judgment striking down

the Illegal Migrants (De-
termination by Tribunals) Act
1983 as ultra vires brings to the
fore the growing concern that
the country does not have an
adequate legal mechanism to
address the vexed issue of ille-
gal migrants from Bangladesh.
The large-scale movement of
people, over the years, into In-
dia’s northeastern and eastern
states from across the Ban-
gladesh border has created in-
numerable political and social
crises for India. The verdict
must be welcomed because it
places the issue of illegal mi-
gration firmly on the national
stage. We need to re-examine it
without the political baggage
that has inevitably, and unhap-
pily, always accompanied it. In
fact, all political groupings —
from the Congress and Left,
on one end of the spectrum,
to the BJP, VHP and AGP, on
the other, would be doing
the nation a great service if
they stopped playing politics
over the issue — because it
is their political games that
come in the way of an effective
national consensus emerging
on the issue.

The problem does not go
away by the simple expedient
of not addressing it. We need,
first of all, to recognise not just
that there is a problem but the

o 1 SR
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enormous significance of that
problem, in terms of the coun-
try’s security and social har-
mony. After all, when West
Bengal Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharya, himself,
recognises the demographic
transformation taking place in
West Bengal’s border districts
— and remember his party had
actually perfected the art of
giving voting cards to illegal
migrants — you had better be-
lieve him. Bhattacharya has
also highlighted, time and
again, the fact that jehadi
groups are operating in the
border regions without let or
hindrance. Although a reliable
estimation of the exact number
of illegal Bangla migrants
presently in this country is dif-
ficult to arrive at, they cer-
tainly constitute several mil-
lion, and the figure rises with
every passing day.
Bangladesh, on its part, has
refused to even acknowledge
the phenomenon. It needs to
understand, clearly and un-
equivocally, the seriousness
with which India views this in-
flux. The border between the
two nations, comprising large
stretches of riverine tracts is
like a sieve, and unless both
countries evolve mechanisms
to stem the cross-border move-
ment, it could be a source of
great acrimony and te7ion in

the future. /
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July 12: The question of 111e-
gal migrants — one of the mo-
st divisive issues in the coun-
try — was thrown wide open
today with the Supreme Court
striking down a 22-year-old
law that critics said discrimi-
nated in favour of the accused.

The court has termed
Assam’s Illegal Migrants (De-
termination by Tribunals) Act
“unconstitutional”.

The Assam-specific act,
promulgated to identify and
deport illegal migrants
from Bangladesh, puts the
' onus of proof on the com-

plainant, not on the accused
as in the case of the Foreign-
ers Act, which governs the
rest of the country.

Opponents of the legisla-

43 Jul &0
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tion have been complaining
that the clause has made the
law defunct because it is virtu-
ally impossible for a third
party to give proof unless the
state machinery chips in.

The act was applicable
only in Assam but its revoca-
tion has far wider implica-
tions because state govern-
ments like the one in Bengal,
which has a sizeable Bangla-
deshi population, have been
keen to get the reach of the law
extended to their territory.

Allegations have been lev-
elled that incumbent govern-
ments are reluctant to take ac-
tion against illegal immi-
grants because they often
serve as captive vote banks.

Many of these immigrants
have managed to get them-
selves registered as voters

act outlawed

with the help of documents
such as ration cards that are
allotted indiscriminately:

The Left Front govern-
ment in Bengal had pleaded in
the Supreme Court that the
law be made applicable in the
state. The plea stands nullified
in the light of the court order
today.

State CPM secretary Anil
Biswas said: “This is a very se-
rious issue and we have to for-
mulate an appropriate re-
sponse to it after a detailed dis-
cussion in our party and the
government. I feel that the
Supreme Court should also ap-
proach the issue carefully.”

The order came on a peti-
tion filed by Assam student
leader-turned-MP Sarbanan-
da Sonowal in 2000.

M See Page 7




Dhaka, NE bus on the cards

Our Kolkata Bureau ©
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FTER introducing bus serSiZes

between Dhaka and Kolkata

and between Dhaka and Agar-

tala, the governments of India and

Bangladesh can now look at the option

of opening another bus route — be-
tween Dhaka and Guwahati.

Further, a joint task force can be set
up by the two governments to examine
the possibility of restoring the railway
links between Bangladesh and north-
eastern states in India, which were op-
erational prior to the partition of India.
All this will enable Bangladesh to have
greater access to its products to the
North East and thus help it to reduce its
trade deficit with India.

This was suggested by MK Mero,
joint director in the office of the Direc-
torate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), India. He was speaking at a
seminar on ‘Promotion and facilitation
of trade between Bangladesh and North
EastIndia’, organised in Kolkata on Sat-
urday jointly by Bangladesh Enterprise

—?(\I?l:titute and South Asia Enterprise De-
velopment Facility (SEBF).

SEBE an arm of International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC), organised the
seminar on this issue for the third time
to find ways for promoting
Bangladesh'’s exports to India. In 2004-
05, Bangladesh exported some $89 mil-
lion worth of products to India against
its import of about $1.6 billion worth of
goods from India. Its exports to India re-
mained low even after enjoying duty
concessions on many of its exportable
products to India under the South Asia

TRADE ROUTE

Preferential Trade Agreement (Sapta).
Elaborating on his proposals, Mr
Mero suggested that given the compar-
atively better track conditions, the pro-
posed task force can first examine the
possibility of restoring the two old rail
routes — one linking Mahisasone in
Karimgunje district in Assam with
Shahbazpur in Sylhet district in
Bangladesh and the other linking
Golakgunj in Dhubri district of Assam
with Chapka in the same district

of Bangladesh.

The restoration of rail links and
opening of road links in the Dhaka-
Guwabhati sector will cut down trans-
portation costs and delivery time for ex-
porters of both the countries. This will
help India to increase exports of bulk
commodities like coal, limestone and
petroleum products from North East
to Bangladesh. Bangladesh, too, will
benefit from new trade routes as it will
help the country to push its textiles
and yarns, cement, polythene sheets
and tyres to that region in India,
Mr Mero added.

Mr Elias Ahmed, joint secretary in
the ministry of commerce, Bangladesh,
also present in the seminar, stressed on
removing non-tariff barriers in the
Indo-Bangla trade. He said the coun-
tries should work together to evolve
harmonised codes on products classifi-
cations, inspection standards for quality
testing, pre-shipment procedures and
better infrastructure, connecting check-
posts. Due to lack of proper road con-
nectivity on either side, only 14 out of
33 checkposts in North East are active.
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‘Indo-Bangla difterences
Z7over border fencin ng,

smssman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 22. -
The differences between
India and Bangladesh over
border fencing were reflected

in the joint statement
released today. India has
meanwhile reassured

Bangladesh that it will not
take any “unilateral action™ in
the river linking project,
which  will affect them
adversely. Officials from both
sides burned the midnight oil
to hammer out the joint state-
ment, which was [inally
released this evening on the
last day of the foreign office
consultations.

Bangladesh’s strict opposi-
tion to fencing was reiterated
at talks by their foreign secre-
tary, Mr Hemayatuddin. who
told reporters, “we are stick-
ing to oyr stated stand that no
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Dhaka denial

KOLKATA, June 22. — Ban-
gladest's outgoing deputy high
commissioner in Kolkata Mr
Tauhid Hussain denied existence
of training camps for Indian
insurgents in his country. He
called on chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee at the
Writers' this afternoon. — SNS

l’()id\x e
on the

ncing wall tuke pldcc
Indo- liam,lu border.”
The atmespheries of the
“open and frank”™ discussions
between the two [oreign secre-

taries and therr delegations
wore doseribed as of "warm
friceadship  aed  cordiality”

which characterises the bilater-
ab rehaonship,

“The Indian side empha-
sised its requirement for bor-
der feacing within and up to
150 yards of the international

on the need to conform to the
1975 border guidelines and
avoid any action that may
impact adversely on the peace
and stability in the border
areas,” said the joint state-
ment.  The 1975 border
guidelines said there will be
no construction of defensive
structures within an area of
150 metres from the bound-
ary. However, both sides
agreed to facilitate repairs
and development work along
the India-Bangladesh border.

On the sensitive subject of
militant camps, both sides
rcaffirmed “their commit-
ment not to allow their terri-
tory to be used for ultras.
India today conveyed to
Bangladesh that Dr
Manmohan Singh was took-

ing forward to attending the
SAARC Summit. /



—/Delhi,

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, June 22: India
and Bangladesh today came
out with a joint statement de-
spite differences on the fenc-
ing issue and Dhaka’s reluc-
tance to get into a formal
arrangement to share infor-
mation on the arrest of North-
east insurgents on its soil.

The statement, which was
almost ready after yesterday’s
talks between foreign secreta-
ry Shyam Saran and his Bang-
ladesh counterpart Hemaye-
tuddin, was held up as officials
debated the text of the final
document for several hours.

With the political leader-
ships in Delhi and Dhaka keen
to break the bilateral impasse,
it was finally issued in the
evening after both agreed to
accommodate each other’s
sensitivities.

India maintained it would
continue fencing along the
border taking care of the secu-
rity concerns of both coun-
tries. But Bangladesh insisted
this was tantamount to violat-
ing the 1975 agreement that no
defensive structures would be
built within 150 yards of the
zero line.

In the end, both sides
agreed to put on record their
respective positions while
maintaining the differences
would not come in the way of
development along the border.

“The Indian side empha-
sised its requirement for bor-
der fencing within and up to
150 yards of the international
border. Bangladesh side
stressed on the need to con-
form to the 1975 border guide-

lines and avoid any action that

agre%o differ

Dhak

B r

3y impact adversely on the

* peace and stability in the bor-
der areas... Both sides agreed
to facilitate repair and devel-
opment works along the India-
Bangladesh border,” the state-
ment said.

But Hemayetuddin, who
had along meeting with Union
home minister Shivraj Patil
today, made it clear Dhaka was
totally against the fencing.
They also discussed the pres-
ence of Northeast insurgents
and their camps in Ban
gladesh.

At yesterday’s talks be-
tween the foreign secretaries,
Dhaka had said it was taking
action against Northeast in
surgent groups and criminals
on its soil. It had also assurec
India it would not allow its ter
ritory to be used by any grouj
or individuals for anti-Indiar
activities.

Satisfied with this, Indi.
asked Bangladesh to formall
agree to an arrangement to st
are information on insurgent
arrested by its authorities.

This would have come i
handy in the case of Ulf
leader Anup Chetia. His jai
term ended this February bu
India has not been informe:
about his whereabouts since
Nor has Dhaka made anj
move to hand him over tc
Delhi.

“The Indian side stressed
the importance of continued
action, consular access and
the need for regular exchange
of information.... the Bangl-
adesh side also stressed the
need for action against Bang-
ladeshi miscreants and pro-
viding consular access,” tht |
statement said. |
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~ Eastern discomfort

|
|
India needs to be pragmatic yet tough in 1t° \
|

Ngagement with Bangladesh
HE talks nOW underway between  ing to explore options that can benefit |

India and Bangladesh should be
used to bring some sanity into the
troubled relationship between them.
The talks can be constructive only if
Bangladesh recognises that it cannot
dismiss India’s concerns by baiting it.
It has to begin by acknowledging four
crucial facts. First, that Bangladesh
Rifles have in recent times behaved

__\nanappalling fashion. Indian forces,
“by contrast, have been restrained
y even in the face of great provoca-
tion. Second, Bangladesh is being
used as a haven for terrorism in the
Northeast. It needs to recognise that
no state can today be seen to sup-
port terrorism in any form. Third,
there is a problem of illegal migra-
tion from Bangladesh. This problem
has its roots in the complex political
economy of the region. But creative
solutions will emerge only if the is-
sue is at least acknowledged by
Bangladesh. Finally, Bangladeshi
politicians have to stop playing the
anti-India card at will.

Itis possible that clearer demarca-
tion of borders and more cooperation
on patrolling can assuage some of In-
dia’s fears. India can also move to a
more sensible and liberal visa regime
that is more in tune with the eco-
nomic geography of the region. This
country has to be pragmatic and will-
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the Bangladeshi people. The rest of |
the world is marching ahead with in- |
tensified trade relations and neither -
India nor Bangladesh can afford to
be left behind. If India’s core security
concerns can be addressed, India
should be liberal in every way it can.
It should recognise Bangladesh’s anx-
icties as a smaller power. For in-
stance, the manner in which India
cancelled the SAARC summit in Feb-
ruary did not take Bangladesh’s sen- \
sitivities into account. Now it should \
unilaterally offer its neighbour a
more liberal tariff regime. Exportsto |
India must be encouraged and more \
joint ventures, enabled. India can also |
do more to create better land port fa- |
cilities on the Indian side of the bor- |
der, as Bangladesh has been demand- \
ing. And it can do more to resolve the !
small but thorny issue of enclaves }
along the border that symbolise the |
failure of the relationship. |
It will be too much to expect the |
relationship to improve overnight. |
But if India sheds some of its conde- -
scension and Bangladesh, its self- :
defeating paranoia, a beginning can ‘
be made. The greater onus is on
Bangladesh in this instance. If it !
continues to adopt an intransigent | ‘
posture, it could find India’s;
patience running out. |

NDIAN EXPRESS
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/Deal on Dhaka’

jf(,éfj oint panels

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, June 21: India
and Bangladesh today agr-
eed on a series of steps, in-
cluding revival of a joint
river commission and work-
ing groups on border man-
agement and commerce, to
take bilateral relations for-
ward.

Prime Minister Manmoh-
an Singh has expressed his
desire to improve ties with
Bangladesh. He has also indi-
cated that he would like to in-
vite Bangladesh counterpart
Begum Khaleda Zia to Delhi
before the Saarc summit in
Dhaka later this year.

Foreign secretary Shyam
Saran and his Bangladesh co-
unterpart Hemayatuddin to-
day reviewed the gamut of bi-
lateral relations. Their talks
extended far beyond the sch-
eduled time, leading to a joint
statement which will be issu-
ed tomorrow.

The two sides agreed that
commerce minister Kamal
Nath would visit Bangladesh
for talks on narrowing the tr-
ade gap. The joint working
group on trade and comme-
rce will meet soon to chalk
out the agenda for the visit.

Hemayatuddin said Dha-
ka had started taking action
against Indian insurgents
and would not allow its terri-
tory to be used by any group
or individuals for anti-Indian
activities. He also proposed
three bus routes from Dhaka
to Siliguri, Guwahati and
Shillong.

The two sides agreed the
joint working group on bor-
der management would meet

™,

A\, Gt
soof an to implement

“simultaneous and coordi-
nated” patrolling along the
border.

Although the meeting
was held in a “cordial” atmo-
sphere with both sides trying
to take forward discussions
in a “constructive” manner.
border fencing remained ar
area of disagreement.

India has undertaken :
programme to fence 3,20
km of its 4,096-km border wi
th Bangladesh. So far, nearl
40 per cent of the border ha:
been fenced. But Dhaka has
objected, saying this violatec
the 1975 agreement that “nc
defensive” structures would
be constructed within 15(
yards of the zero line.

The Indian position is the
fence would be beneficial in
that it would stop the flow of
criminals from Bangladesh
into India. By the end of the
day, the two sides agreed on ¢
number of areas, including ¢
revised trade agreement anc
one on protecting bilatera
investments.

The proposed interlink
ing of major rivers in Indic
has been a cause of concern
in Bangladesh for some yea-
rs. A feasibility study on link-
ing peninsula rivers has been
carried out but no decision
has been taken on the Hima-
layan rivers. Dhaka insists
no decision on river-linking
can be taken without consult-
ing it.

In view of the difference
of opinion, the two countries
have decided to revive the
joint river commission, wh-
ich has not met since Septem-
ber 2003. //
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“Look Ea

AVING relentlessly
pushed forwartl the
relationship with Pa-
kistan over the last
one year, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh must impart similar

' political energy to the ties with

Bangladesh, which are at their
lowest ebb in recent memory. In-
dia’s foreign secretary Shyam
Saran is meeting his Bangladeshi
counterpart next week in New
Delhi. These formal foreign of-
fice consultations taking place for
the first time in two years will
surely attempt to bring some san-
ity to the bilateral relationship.
But don’t hold your breath.
India and Bangladesh just don’t
seem to agree on how to proceed
on any of the issues that confront
them — trade and transit, energy
cooperation, terrorism, border
management, illegal migration
and sharing water resources, to
name a few. The deadlock is de-
finitive. Forget finding solutions
to any one of these issues; offi-
cials now are finding it impossible
to even hold regular meetings.
~ But Indo-Bangla relations are
too important to be allowed to
drift any further. Clearly, this un-
precedented juncture in Indo-
Bangla relations can no longer be
managed by officials. It demands
a political intervention at the
highest level. And the initiative
must necessarily come from the

Indian prime minister. Itis widely-

known that without the political
initiative, the Indo-Pak peace pr-
ocess would not be in the robust
stage it finds itself in. Left to the
bureaucracies, there would have
been no bus service between Sri-
nagar and Muzaffarabad, and
Pakistan president, Pervez Mush-
arraf, would not have visited In-
dia in April. Neither would there
have been a serious discussion on
the pipelinies nor an encourage-
ment to think out-of-the-box on
Jammu and Kashmir.

Just as he repeatedly over-
ruled the conservative instincts of

| the establishment to unveil a new

setof initiatives towards Pakistan,
Manmohan Singh must now take
charge of the extraordinary crisis
in India’s relations with one of its

< |
- 5

Manmohan Singh must
take charge of India’s 1%
relations with Bangladesh
£ C. Raa MoHAN \,\Sw;al

K/V”q(\}-

most important neighbours. Be-

“sides the long overdue political

imperative, the prime minister’s
diplomatic calendar too dem-
ands a purposeful engagement
with Bangladesh. -

Barring unexpected develop-
ments, which are always a possi-
bility with Bangladesh, Manmo-
han Singh should be heading to

Dhaka in November to attend

the twice postponed summit of
the South Asian Association of
Regional Cooperation. The pri-
me minister has two options on
this visit that he has to under-
take. One is to treat it as a mere
multilateral occasion and fly in
and fly out of Dhaka to a cold
reception from the host govern-

A VI ,

reasons and demanding that the
Indian prime minister travel first
to Dhaka on a bilateral visit. This
sums up the present state of
Indo-Bangla relations. Manmo-
han Singh must convey to Dhaka,
at the earliest, his desire to have a

“solid bilateral component during

his SAARC visit and to use the
next few months to put the rela-
tionship back on track. Once that
decision is taken, Manmohan
Singh can consider a number of
diplomatic options on process as
well as substance.

On process, nothing stops
Manmohan Singh from picking
up the phone and talking to the
Bangla premier occasionally. To
make the direct contact with

If he chooses to focus on political outcomes

rather than bureaucratic procedure, the
prime minister would recognise the urgency
of experimenting with a new diplomacy
towards Bangladesh

ment. The other is to treat the
summit as an opportunity to

‘make a determined effort to

change the current course of
Indo-Bangla ties.

Recall Vajpayee’s visit to Is-
lamabad in January 2004, when it
was not clear. until the very end
whether the Indian prime minis-
ter would in fact visit Pakistan
and, if he did, whether he would
meet President Musharraf on a

bilateral basis. In the end Vajpa- .

yee’s visit to Islamabad provided
that elusive breakthrough in bi-
lateral relations and launched'the
peace process.

Manmohan Singh’s visit to

Dhaka will bé the first by an In- -

dian prime minister in nearly six
years. Khalida Zia, on her part,
chose not to come to Delhiin the
last four years, citing protocol

Khalida Zia successful, Manmo-
han Singh should set up a back
channel of special envoys to clear
the air and provide the basis for a.
substantive bilateral engagement.

In the case of India and Ban-

gladesh, the back channel cannot
be a substitute for a wide-ranging
engagement bétween the two
governments. Whether by design
or not, hardly any ministers of
the Union government and senior
officials travel between the two
countries on a regular basis. Man-
mohan Singh must correct this
immediately by dispatching se-
nior cabinet ministers in the com-
ing weeks and months to Dhaka.
The chief ministers of West
Bengal and the Northeast, too,
could travel to Dhaka and contri-
bute to the process of building
much needed communication and

= m-n
rime M%mlster
\gk contact between the two coun-

tries. If the chief ministers of East
and West Punjab travel across the
Indo-Pak border at the drop of a
hat, why can’t there be productive
contact between India’s eastern
states and Bangladesh? '
Whether it is in a position to
address them all or not, India |
must first signal that it is willing to
listen seriously to the many griev-
ances of Bangladesh. That in itself
could change the psychological
dynamics of bilateral relations.
On substance, Manmohan Si-
ngh must take a quick decision to
de-link economic and security di-
mensions of its policy towards
Bangladesh. India’s insistence that
its economic gestures to Dhaka
will only follow Bangladesh acting
first on cross-border terrorism has
resulted in little progress on ei-
ther front. In Pakistan’s case, it
was by avoiding a tight linkage be-
tween cross-border terrorism and
normalisation of ties, that India
managed progress on both.
While taking steps on its
own to deal with terrorism from
across the Bangla border, the
time has come for Delhi to re-
deem its past pledges on better
market access to goods from

' Bangladesh and offer unilateral

initiatives to redress the huge
trade imbalance in its favour. It
should not take a rocket scien-
tist to figure out that India’s
“tough” approach to negotia-
tions with Bangladesh, focusing
on terrorism angd economic rec-
iprocity, have failed to deliver.
Weaker neighbours rarely re-
spond to pressure. Standing up
against the stronger neighbour
becomes a political end in itself.
A softer touch and a longer
term political vision could serve
India better.

If he chooses to focus on po-
litical outcomes rather than bu-
reaucratic procedure, Manmo-
han Singh would recognise the
urgency of experimenting with a
new diplomacy towards Bang-
ladesh that combines psycho-
logical sensitivity, expanded
political communication, econ-
omic unilateralism, and an em-
phasis on problem-solving.
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"permits

N

for settlers

MANAN KUMAR \’\6\

New Delhi, June 12: The
home ministry has shot down
the recommendation of a gro-
up of ministers to issue work
permits to illegal Bangladeshi

immigrants, according to
sources.
“The unanimous view was

that it is impossible to give
work permits to Bangladeshis
as they are illegal immigrants
and it would set a bad prece-
dent,” said a top-level official
after an internal meeting last
week where the suggestion
was rejected.

“There could even be seri-
ous political and legal fallout

KEEPING VIGIL: ABSF
jawan on the Indo-Bangla
border. File picture

if the recommendation is ac-
cepted and work permits are
issued,” the official added.
Sources said the home
ministry has decided to move
the Supreme Court following
Delhi High Court’s dismissal
of the Centre’s application
seeking to modify its action
plan for the deportation of ille-
gal Bangladeshi immigrants.
The high court had termed
as “absurd” the Centre’s prop-
osal that it draw up a revised
action plan after consultations
with the Bangladesh govern-
ment. The court said the gove-
rnment, under the pretext of
modifying the plan, was delay-

g the process and directed it
to implement the action plan
of 2002, according to which 100
illegal Bangladeshi immigra-
nts have to be identified every
day.

“There is no option but to
go to the apex court as it is vir-
tually impossible to separate
Bangladeshis from the lot be-
longing to Bengal, Bihar and
Assam. Most of them have
changed their identities. They
have Hindu names and have
even got ration cards. Many of
them have picked up Bihari
and dialects of West Bengal
and some do not even speak
their language at all. Finding
them is like finding a needle in
a haystack. States like Bengal
are also not ready to help by
sending teams to identify Ban-
gladeshis,” said an official.

Officials concede that even
after identifying the immi-
grants, deportation is impossi-
ble. “It is a no-win situation at
the border. The Border Securi-

ty Force pushes them into .

Bangladesh while the Bangla-
desh Rifles sends them back to
Indian territory at gunpoint.

The home ministry is
going to take up this issue at
the home secretary-level talks
with Bangladesh in August,”
said a source.

Another worry for the Cen-
tre is the increasing pressure
from the northeastern states
on the deportation issue. Ac-
cording to a source, several
states have resented the sus-
pension of fencing along the
border as well as erection of
the fence 150 yards inside Indi-
an territory.

Most MPs and MLAs of
these states want the fence to
be built on the zero line. A del-
egation of legislators from
Tripura last week told Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and home minister Shivraj
Patil that 14 towns, including
the capital Agartala, would
lose large tracts of land if the
fence is constructed 150 yards
inside Indian territory.
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s lnsurgency inf’

U\ Q{7\52Ulfa diversifies in Bangla esh

B;a;nglad h’s recent assurance to India that NE militants
ould be contained was meant only for the birds, after all.
And it has taken less than a week to confirm misgivings that
diplomatic niceties mean little unless they are matched with a
tangible improvement in ground reality. No one expected the
Khaleda government to endorse the BSF claim that the Ulfa
has set up a hotel chain of international standard in Dhaka,
Sylhet and Chittagong and was even operating bank accounts
from within Bangladesh territory. Yet through clumsy cover-
up and deceptive diplomacy, the foreign office — disgraced
after the Amnesty International report — attempts to gloss
over reality when it tells the world that Bangladesh doesn’t
allow its territory to be used by insurgents against
neighbouring countries. It is amazing how last month’s
incidents can be swept under the carpet all too conveniently.
Six militants were shot by the security forces in Sylhet when
their activities had boomeranged on the government. And the
Bangladesh raid on insurgents near the Assam-Tripura border
only exposed the existence of such camps.

True, the MEA has come a long way since the time when it
followed a woolly approach vis-a-vis problems on the eastern
flank. Assertiveness has paid off to an extent; but Dhaka’s
latest round of stunt diplomacy can most effectively be coun-
tered with firm policy. Of which there is no indication just yet
save Veena Sikri’s suggestion to Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
that the two countries set up a dialogue mechanism to cope
with borderhine insurgency. At least the High Commissioner
in Dhaka thinks ahead of South Block.
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~ Bottom-up approach

ceently, relations between

India und Bangladesh

have hit an all-time low.

This is owing to a variety of
reasons — border problems, the
Saarc summit postponement and a
general feeling on both sides that
many important issues are not being
given due importance.

Among these issues, the most
important for India are some securi-
ty-related ones, which includes arms
trafficking, movement of people,
transit points and the tripartite gas
pipcline. The most important for the
Bungladeshi side is the sharing of
river waters, the river-linking pro-
ject, trade and border-related con-
cerns, including smuggling.

Now that the dates for the de-
layed Saarc summit have been
finalised for November, and the
meeting of the foreign secretaries of
India and Bangladesh has been set
for the second half of June, it is
expected that efforts will be made
on both sides to try and improve
bilateral relations.

There have been other positive
developments as well, most notably
the progress in the Tata Group’s dis-
cussions with the  Bangladesh gov-
crmment on its $2.5 billion invest-
ment in steel, fertilizer and power
plants.

Exploratory talks are also under-
way with the group on coal mining
concession. In any event, the $2.5-
billion investment is the largest by a
forcign investor. If the Tata invest-
ment materialises, this will influence
more Indian firms to invest in
Bangladesh. There has been a flurry
of interest on the part of other large

groups in India, such as Essar,

Reliance, Mittal and Birla, among
others.

Other Indian investments in
Bangladesh are underway. Recently,
a state-of-the-art modern hospital
was opened in Dhaka, in collabora-
tion with India’s Apollo Group.
Earlier, India’s Sun Pharmaceuticals
began its operations in Bangladesh.
Many Indian  companies are

involved in the IT and readymade-

sarment (RMG) sectors. A number
of major buying houses in
Bangladesh are owned and operat-
cd by Indians, as are some leading
RMG manufacturers and exporters.

It is perhaps an opportune time 1o
consider the way forward. It is
important that both sides under-
stand and appreciate the fact that
thev can both benefit from im-
proved relations and by taking
advantage of the many opportuni-
ties that will arise out of India’s eco-
nomic expansion and the surge in
Indian investment in the region as a
whole.

It is in Bangladesh’s interest to
consider striking a bilateral free
trade agrcement with India. The
Indians have proposed it and in-
dicated that they are willing to be
both generous and flexible regard-
ing its terms. The agreement could
be based on the lines of the Indo-Sri
. Lankan Free Trade Agreement but
given “Bangladesh’s developing
country (LDC) status, India could
extend more concessions  to
Bangladesh. similar to those given to

1
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While-Indo Pak relations have‘ enefited from confidence-
building measures, Indo- Bangla ties have reached a new
low. Frequent meetings between the Prime Ministers,
improved trade links and win-win solutions to problems will
benefit both sides, writes FAROOQ SOBHAN

Nepal.

There exists empirical data to
show that the Indo-Lanka FTA has
had a major impact in expanding Sri
Lanka’s exports into India and has
also resulted in a sizeable increase in
Indian investments in Sri Lanka.
There is no reason why we should
not sec similar results in
Bangladesh.

What is important, however, for
Bangladesh to appreciate ‘and
understand at both the government
and private sector levels, is that a
bilateral FTA with India would
mean that Bangladeshi firms would
be given immediate duty-free access
to the Indian market for all goods,
including RMG. On the other hand,
Indian goods would be given duty-
free access to the Bangladeshi mar-
ket over a period, possibly cight or
more vears.

Nearly $2 billion worth of Indian
goods are  smuggled into
Bangladesh annually, in addition to
the $1.5 billion worth of goods that
enter the country legally. The
Bangiadesh market is flooded with
Indian goods, many of which enter
the country on a duty-free basis,
since they are smuggled across the
border. The 'bilateral FTA would
give Bangladesh the opportunity to
gain something in return. The bilat-
eral FTA would also encourage
Indian investments in Bangladesh
on a much larger scale.

It is also vital for Bangladesh to
take advantage of the enormous
growth and expansion that has been
happening in the Asean region and
in China, by linking Bangladesh’s
transport and communication sys-
tem to East and South-East Asia.

The easiest and most practical
way of doing so would be to link up
with the old Asian highway route
through Tamabil. Since the roads
are in place, the route can become
operational in months. This may be
a wiser alternative than waiting
indefinitely for the completion of
the Chittagong-Yangon direct route.

After more than
30 years as an
independent country, all
Bangladeshis should
take pride in being
pro-Bangladesh. We do
not need to be labelled
as pro or anti any
country; this does not
take place anywhere
else in the
subcontinent,
so why should the
Bangladeshis be
expected to take sides?

=

It is envisaged that once a trans-
port link is established, there will be
both road and rail links between
Europe and Asia, besides all the
Asian countries. Bangladesh cannot
afford to exclude itself from this net-
work.

The key to the integration of
Europe, and the growth of
economies in both Europe and
South America Has been the inte-
gration of their transport and com-

7|ndian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Bangladeshi counterpart, Khaleda Zia: There should be more communication
between the two leaders. — AFP

munication networks. This consti-
tutes a fundamental prerequisite of
regional integration and it would be
almost suicidal for Bangladesh to
exclude itself from the process of
transport integration that-is taking
place in the region.

Bangladesh’s biggest strength has
always been its geographical loca-
tion, since we connect South Asia to
South-East Asia. For this reason, it
is also crucial to develop the
Chittagong port, which, studies have
shown, has the potential to serve as
a regional port for not only
Bangiadesh, but also Nepal, Biiutan,
and North-east India.

The key to building a relationship
based on mutual trust and benefit
will be the willingness of both sides
to sit down across the table and dis-
cuss problems with a view to arriving
at a win-win solution. This will also
allow for trade-offs and practical
solutions to some of the existing irri-
tants in bilateral ties. A special effort
should be made to focus on those
subjects where an early solution can
be worked out. For the long-fester-
ing oncs, interim solutions can be
worked out.

What would be of critical impor-
tance in building a more durable
relationship is the willingness of
both sides to engage each other in
sustained dialogue. Perhaps, consid-
eration can be given by both sides to
nominating a special envoy, with
ministerial status who will periodi-
cally report back to their respective
Prime Ministers about the work’s
progress.

The special envoys will engage in
a sustained dialogue, if necessary,
lasting several days every month, so

that every issue is discussed in detail.
The special envoys, from time to
time, can be assisted by the secre-
taries of the ministries concerned,
such as home, commerce, water,
energy, communications and so on.

It is important that regular meet-
ings take place between the Prime
Ministers of the two countries.
These meeting should be short and
functional, free from any ceremoni-
al trappings and with a minimum of
protocol. To achieve tangible
progress, the two Prime Ministers
should try and meet every six
months. Such meetings can be only
for half a day.

The two sides could engage in
confidence-building measures.
Central to these efforts would be to
avoid provocative statements being
made by senior politicians on either
side. The media on both sides
should also be encouraged to
engage in more objective reporting
and to check their facts.

To encourage such reporting,
both sides should relax existing
restrictions on the movement o
journalists.

The recent suggestion made by
the chairman of the Bangladest
Parliamentary Foreign  Affair
Committee for an exchange of visite
of parliamentarians on both sides it
an excellent idea, and hopefully such
an exchange of visits will materialise.

It is also important to encourage
people-to-people contacts at all lev-
els. This was a critical factor in the
improvement of Indo-Pak relations.

Precisely at a time when the Indo-
Pak honeymoon is in progress, Indo-
Bangladesh relations have hit rock
bottom.

There is a need to insulate Indo-
Bangladeshi relations from domes-
tic politics.

After more than 30 years as an
independent country, all Bangla-
deshis should take pride in being
pro-Bangladesh. We do not need to
be labelled as pro or anti any coun-
try; this does not take place any-
where else in the subcontinent, so
why should the Bangladeshls be
expected to take sides?"

Essentially, Bangladesh’s foreign
relations should be based on mutual
respect and mutual benefit. It is also
important to try and forge a consen-
sus on foreign policy issues so as to
‘ensure continuity of policies.

In India, despite the wide-ranging
differences between the BJP and the
Congress on domestic issues, their
differences over foreign policy are
insignificant. -

Though  relations  between
Bangladesh and its closest neigh-
bour have been at odds in recent
months, if both sides make a con-
certed effort, relations can be
improved quickly. The damage is
reparable.

India today enjoys a growth rate
of close to seven per cent, in the case
of Bangladesh, we have been aver-
aging 5 to 5.5 per cent. If Indo-
Bangla cooperation can make seri-
ous headway, the growth rate for
both countries could exceed eight
per cent.

— The Daily Star/ANN
/
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- Bangladesh cracks

§ l! Bikash Singh_
5E T GUWAHATI T MAY

tended to repair the deterio-
ating relations with India, the
Bangladesh government has
launched a week-long crack-
down against the northeastern
ultras camping in that country.
At least six insurgents were
killed and several ultra camps
were destroyed in an operation
launched by Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) and the rapid action force
of Bangladesh. Dhaka has alerted

Irj»a major diplomaticmove in-

down on NE ultras

der, following the BDR opera-
tions. “All border outposts in
Tripura and Cachar in Assam
have been alerted, so that ultras
can be apprehended if they at-
tempt to sneak in,” he said.

Mr Dutta said that earlier too,
Bangladesh launched a similar
operation against Indian mili-
tants. “But most of them were
cosmeticin nature,” he said. “But
this time, they seem to be more
serious,” said a senior Tripura po-
lice officer.

According to information re-
ceived, the most critical en-

the Border Security i counter took place
Force (BSF) to in- At Least 6 Killed, between Bangladeshi
crease vigil across the Several Camps  forces and Indian
bordertoprevent the Destroyed militants at Nurjahan
militants  sneaking Tea Garden, where
back into Indian territory. six militants were killed. Five of

Indo-Bangladesh relationship
has been at a low since an assis-
tant commandant of the BSE
Jeevan Kumar, was allegedly
killed by BDR on April 16 this
year in West Tripura. India
lodged a strong protest, following
which the Bangladesh govern-
ment had ordered an inquiry.

In the present operation, sev-
en militants and one local ‘collab-
orator’ have been arrested. The
BSF earlier handed over a list to
BDR containing the names of
161 insurgents wanted in India. It
also mentioned the names of
some 190 insurgent camps that
are operating in Bangladesh.

Dhaka has all along been
maintaining that there were no
insurgent camps operating from
Bangla soil.

Inspector General Suresh Ku-
mar Dutta of the BSF said on
Tuesday that necessary instruc-
tions have beenissued toincrease
vigil along the Indo-Bangla bor-

COJUN 0

them, apparently belonged to the
Nayanbashi faction of the Na-
tional Liberation Front of Tripura
(NLFT), while the sixth one be-
longed to a Manipur-based mili-
tant outfit.

Intelligence circles have al-
ready warned that Bangladesh is
fastbecoming a safe sanctuary for
northeastern militants. “Militant
outfits like Ulfa are investing
heavily in Bangladesh,” an intel-
ligence official said.

Anofficerin Tripura police told
the operation was launched fol-
lowing a report that the NLFT
people are going to receive a large
consignment of arms from arms
smugglers. Bangladesh media re-
ported the incident quoting Lt
General Gulzeruddin Ahmed,
commanding officer of RAB.
During the operation several oth-
er camps of the Northeastern mil- !
itants, including the headquar-
ters of the All Tripura Tiger Force |
(ATTF) were also raided. ;

T he Economié Times
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FARID HOSSAIN

Dhaka, May 27: Bangladesh’s
special security force today
gunned down five suspected
Indian militants and their
Bangladeshi aide during a
crackdown on a border vil-
lage in the country’s north-
east.

The Rapid Action Battal-
ion (RAB) confirmed the
killings at Puranbari village
in Moulvibazar district that
shares the border with
Assam.

It, however, did not give
any details of the dead.

In a press release, the spe-
cial security force said its
troops arrested three Indians
from the scene of the
shootout. They were identi-
fied as Sunil Dev Barman
and Hamir Dev Barman from
Tripura and Maira Dev Bar-
man from Manipur.

According to BD News, a
news agency, the RAB raided
a den of suspected Indian in-
surgents in Puranbari and
traded fire. An RAB officer,
who was wounded, was flown
by a helicopter to Dhaka, it
added.

Another news agency,
United News of Bangladesh,
said all the six killed were
suspected to be Indian rebels.

The Bangladesh Rifles

dent muscle to' é RAB raid.

x‘» ~ “RAB and BDR forces, acting

on a tip-off, raided a house at
Puranbari in Moulvibazar
district. Sensing the presence
of BDR and RAB forces, the
terrorists opened fire on
them and BDR and RAB re-
taliated, leaving six terror-
ists dead,” read an RAB press
release.

About 50 rounds of gun-
shots were exchanged, it
said, adding that the forces
arrested seven more suspect-
ed Indian rebels from four
other bordering areas —
Sreemongol, Kulaura,
Jhenaighati and Sherpur.

The security forces also
seized a huge cache of arms
and ammunition, including
six grenades, a machine gun,
two magazines, 45 rounds of
machine gun bullets, 65
rounds of bullets of .22 bore
rifles, three mobile phones,
one wireless set, two anten-
nas and 15,460 Bangladeshi
takas.

India claims that insur-
gents from its Northeast
often operate from
Bangladesh, a charge Dhaka
has repeatedly denied.
Bangladesh has assured
India that it will not allow
foreign militants to use its
territory for mounting at-
tacks on the country.

THE TELEGRAPY
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gress plans to play the minority card
to the hilt in poll-bound Assam. The
Centre decided to move the Supreme
Court challenging a recent Delhi High
Court order. The latter had rejected the
Centre’s plea for a toned-down action
plan on the issue of deportation of
Bangladeshi immigrants.
The decision comes a day after Union

diplomatic twist to the issue by warning
against “playing it up” lest “it spoilt our
relations with Dhakas”. The Centre’s
appeal before the Supreme Court will
reveal the Congress’ political project.

IT is a clear indication that the Con- ¢

home minister Shivraj Patil gave a &

S o L0 RN RSP i |
Although the anti-deportation stand of
the Assam government has come un-
der sharp agtack, the party feels that the
changed”demographic profile of the
state’requires an appeasement stand.

£

Twist in Bangla immigrant tale

It's here that the Centre’s plans to move
the Supreme Court fall into place.

A senior official explained to ET:
“The targets set for the Delhi police in
the earlier action plan (that 100 illegal
migrants will be deported daily) were
found highly unrealistic. The practical
difficulties faced by the authorities in
identifying the Bangladeshis and get-

] ting Dhaka to accept them once their

deportation was decided upon must be
reckoned with.” “We tried to explain
this to the Delhi High Court and sug-
gested a modification of the said action
plan. Unfortunately, the court saw our
plea as amere tacticto delay the process
of deportation and asked us to urgently
implement the original action plan,”
the senior official elaborated. .~




Dhaka pipeline talks

FARID HOSSAIN %’ T‘":r"\ India, Bangladésh aﬁd Myan-

Dhaka, May 24: A Dhaka-
based company has started ne-
gotiations to put together an
international consortium to fi-
nance a $974-million pipeline
to supply natural gas from
Myanmar to India through
Bangladesh, a top official said
today.

“We have started negotia-
tions with public and private
investors to set up an interna-
tional consortium to build,
own and operate the proposed
pipeline. But I can’t give you
details,” said K.B. Ahmed,
managing director of Mohona
Holdings Ltd, which initiated
the tri-nation project in 1997.

The proposed consortium
will build, own and operate the
897-km pipeline — 289 km will
be through Bangladesh —
Ahmed told a news confer-
ence. The energy ministers of

25 MAY 2085

mar discussed the proposed

pipeline and decided in princi-
ple that it will be built, owned

and operated by an interna-

tional consortium, he said.
Without giving details of
the talks, he said the three
countries are soon expected to
sign amemorandum of under-
standing on the consortium.
Proposed to be based in a
neutral country in the Far
East, the consortium will buy
gas from Myanmar to sell it to
India. The two countries want
Bangladesh to host a part of

the pipeline, Ahmed said.

Dhaka has agreed in principle
but has set some conditions.
Two routes are being dis-
cussed. One is through
Arakan-Mizoram-Tripura
and Bangladesh before cross-
ing the Jamunariver into Bon-
gaon in Bengal. The second en-
ters Bangladesh at Teknaf and

THE TELEGRAPH

runs through Feni and Brah-
mmanbari before crossing the
Jamuna into Bengal.

Bangladesh can get foreign
investment of $300-$600 mil-
lion to construct the pipeline
and then earn an annual rev-
enue of $100 million for wheel-
ing charges, depending on the
volume of gas to be supplied,
Ahmed said. It might receive
another $24 million a year for
pipeline services.

Ahmed said his company
first convinced Myanmar and
India to strike the deal and
then persuaded Bangladesh to
get involved in the talks.

Bangladesh, however,
wants to get more out of the
deal. It would like India to sell
the electricity it produces in
Bhutan and allow aland corri- |
dor for trading with Nepal,
sources said. India wants such
conditions to be kept outside
the pipeline project.



“Rendezvous with Khaleda

NE more Awami Le-
ague leader in Bangl-
adesh has been killed
in broad daylight. He
is the second in the last few mo-
nths. Former Awami League min-
ister Shamshul Kibria, a sitting
MP, was also murdered in broad
daylight. Awami League president

inbroad daylight. Killing or throw-
ing bombs in broad -daylight is
meant to convey that the assailants
are not afraid of being identified.
They know they have “blessings”
from the right quarters. The rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) is least bothered about th-
ese developments because its
stock defence is that “there is a
hand of outsiders”. So much so, a
judge, who held an inquiry into
the attack on Sheikh Hasina, only
did not name Indiabut said every-
thing to suggest its complicity. It
appears that the BNP govern-
ment that has failed on all fronts
has come to believe that only an
anti-India sentiment can cover up
its deficiencies to a large extent,
On the other hand, the BNP is
openly backing the fundamental-
ists who are trying to demolish
even the pluralist ethos of Bengali
culture to revive religious fervour
of pre-Partition days, Lately, wo-
men have been targets, not only of
acid attacks but other types of vio-
lence. This is again meant to cre-
ate fear in society. The ruling party
believes that anti-Indian feelings
can be mixed with religious ha-
ranguing towin elections, due next
year. The daylight murders are,
however, beginning to deter Aw-
ami League leaders who find the
administration to be on the side of
the BNP. The party also has a San-
jay Gandhi kind of figure to guide it
— Tariqg, Prime Minister Khale-
da’s son — masterinig all the tech-
niques of the Emergency days in
India. Ascan happenin a country
where governance exists only on
paper, tyrants in the BNP and the
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religious parties have sprouted —
tyrants whose claim to authority is
largely based on their proximity to
the seats of power. The real casu-
alty is the civil service. Anxiety to
survive takes precedence over at-
tempts to solve administrative

- problems. The mere threat of polit-

ical vengeance hasworked so effec-
tively that most public servants are
acting as willing tools of tyranny.
There is no press censorship.
Butoral orders and pep talks to ed-
itors and proprietors have done the
trick. Still Law Minister Moudud
Ahmad accuses the press of sp-
reading misinformation. Khaleda

' L YA
there is no earning on that day.
Hartals are not liked by donor
countries which meet most foreign
exchange needs of Bangladesh.
Their disapproval works at times.
Yet they realise they cannot write
off the country completely, that by
frowning upon political protest
they may strengthen the hands of
fundamentalists and terrorists. Yet,
by allowing the present situation to
prevail they are not making any
positive contributions. Despite
their behind-the-scene efforts, they
find that Bangladesh is rapidly be-

- coming a breeding ground for un-

derground outfits and, above all,

New Delhi is horrified over the situation in

Bangladesh. But Indla has known all along

that Bangladesh will not be viable without
heavy economic assistance

Ziawas so stirred by his words that
she repeated them in Parliament
and praised him for his interven-
tion. The truthis that the pressis al-
ready too accommodating, too
ready to leave out what it knows
the government may not like. Yet,
the BNP thinks the press has not
been “fair” to it. Civil society in

Bangladesh is so enamoured of its -

comforts that it does not dare raise
its voice outside the drawing
rooms. In fact, it is critical of the
Awami League for instigating peo-
ple to participate in protests. The
party has no other way to ventilate
its anger. It increasingly feels that
the weapon of hartal has got
blunted because it hurts the com-

mon man. A hartal dayis a day lost;

_ for the AlQaeda. India can see the

effectin itsborder states.

New Delhi is horrified over
the situation. But, from day one,
it has failed to understand the
countrywhich it helped to liberate
from distant, exploitative West
Pakistan. India knew all along that
Bangladesh would not be viable
without heavy economic assis-
tance. Soon after it became free,
India did talk about integrated
development, joint ventures and a
common market. Five-year eco-
nomic plans of the two countries

. were sought to be dovetailed

so that Bangladesh and India
could become partners, helping
each other. The assassination of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman brought

everything crashing down. Or,
was India never serious about the
dreams it wove before the Ba-
ngladeshis? Either way, inte-
grated socio-economic develop-

so even today.

But India is heading in the
wrong direction and finding a solu-
tion of sorts by installing barbed
wire fencing to keep the Bangla-
deshis away. This is only deepening
estrangement. The recent move-
mient in Assam to “starve out” im-
migrants hascreated a new wave of
resentment against India. There
was once a proposal to have work
permits for the Bangladeshis but it
was dropped at some stage without
assigning any reason. The revival of
the proposal may not only help im-
migrants find work in India but also
stopillegal entrants. There is a seri-
ous move in Bangladesh to broad-
base its economy so that there is
employment forits people. The hu-
miliation of their nationals not be-
ingwelcome anywhere in theworld
is hurting the Bangladeshis’ pride.
There is some realisation even in"
staunch BNP circles that their party
has to repair relations with New
Delhi. The suspicion. that India
prefers Awami League is still very
much in the mind of the Khaleda
Ziagovernment.

It is possible that Dhaka may
be tempted to provoke New
Delhi further. But India cannot
retaliate in a childish manner as it
didwhen it withdrew its participa-
tion at the SAARC summit. This
only hurt the nationalistic feelings
of Bangladeshis. The BNP won
‘more adherents. The visit of US
under secretary of state to Dhaka
may have convinced the Khaleda
Zia government that its democra-
tic credentials would come to be
questioned if it continued to en-
courage religious elements. Ma-
ybe, this is the best time to invite
the Bangladesh PM to visit India.
She has not been to Delhi for
many years.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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Tllegal Bangladeshi
migrants on the run
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10,000 fiee 3 district towns in 10 days

N A

HT Correspondent ' L

Guwabhati, May 13 Y

THE UPPER Assam towns of Di-
brugarh, Jorhat and Golagaht have
recently witnessed an exodus of
several thousand llegal
Bangladesh migrant labourers.
Nearly 10,000 of them are believed
to have fled these three towns in the
past 10 days. It is believed they left
for the Lower Assam districts of
Barpeta, Golapara and Dhubri,
where the illegal migrants outnum-
ber the local population.

Union home secretary V.K. Dug-
gal, who was here on Friday, said
the Union home ministry would
take note of the recent develop-
ments in Upper Assam and investi-
gate the reason behind it.

The exodus is believed to have fol-
lowed a ‘quit notice’ served by an
NGO, Chiring Chapori Yuva Man-
cha, to these migrants.

The NGO distributed leaflets and
started an SMS campaign against
the illegal migrants, urging local
people not to use any of them for
daily work.

The migrants’ number in Dibru-
gargh town had swelled after the
anti-Bihari violence in November
20083. It is believed they were filling in
for the Bihari labourers who left en
masse following the violence against
members of the Bihari community.

The NGO ‘quit notice’ was served
mainly on the labourers settled in
the riverine areas of the town -
Amolapatty, Panchali, Nalaiapool,
Greham, Rajgoli and Laluk-
agaon. The past one week
has seen several buses car-
rying fear-stricken people
roll out of town every day,
while several hundred left
by train.

In Jorhat district, an anti-
Bangladesh migrant wave
was in evidence following
the assault of a youth and a
teacher by migrant
Bangladesh labourers re-
cently.

Several hundred youths
took to the streets and as-
saulted migrant labourers,
rickshaw-pullers and others
used by contractors in road
development and construc-
tion work.

The All-Assam Students’
Union’s Jorhat district unit
launched a  campaign
against these migrants and
set a deadline for the district
administration to identify
and deport them.

In Golaghat district, the
anti-Bangladesh wave spread

to all corners after the Negheribill
incident, in which suspected
Bangladesh migrants - settled in
Negheribill village on the Assam-Na-
galand border - attacked a Bihu
dance troupe from the Missing tribe
on the first day of the new Assamese
calendar, Bohag. Most of the mi-
grants had come from Nagaon and
Morigaon districts.
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Mmorlty exodus

" Nothing being done to ét pit &

tis unfortunate that despite having a complete picture of

the exodus of minorities from Bangladesh into India, the
union minister of state for home, S Regupathy, chose not to
share with the Lok Sabha his concern that if nothing was
done, a debilitating effect on the various states adjoining
Bangladesh could not be avoided. People fleeing across the
border, aggravated since 2001, is not new. What is certainly
new and which Regupathy should have pointed out to MPs,
was that other minority groups besides the Hindus, such as
Buddhists, Christians, Santhals, Garos, and Manipuris, were
entering India in numbers that raise questions about how
long it will take to empty Bangladesh of minorities. They now
form less than 10 per cent of the population, the figure was 30
per cent at the time of partition. Rape and other persecution,
including property offences and burning minorities alive,
seem to have fuelled the exodus. What the Prime Minister,
Begum Khaleda Zia, has done to stem the exodus is not
known. On the contrary, her government is shown to have
expedited the flow before next year’s parliamentary elections.
The purpose seems to be to reduce the number of minorities
who decide some 60 seats out of 300 in Parliament.

It is wrong to suggest that only Hindus are coming to India.
Even Muslims come in large numbers for economic reasons,
significantly changing the demography of border districts of
West Bengal and the north east. It is unfortunate that Delhi,
irrespective of the government in power, keeps quiet on the
issue with Dhaka. And the BJP uses the issue for political
purposes to swing the majority vote. Begum Zia’s
government has never been told to stop the atrocities on
minorities following the 2001 parliamentary poll. Former
prime minister Vajpayee’s national security adviser Brajesh
Mishra had lodged a muted protest which had no effect on
Khaleda. The present Congress-led UPA government is
doing likewise, although a systematic minority cleansing
programme is on. It is sad that while Amnesty International,
the US state department and the European parliament
openly castigate the Khaleda government for minority per-
secution, the UPA government lacks courage to tell Dhaka
that minorities are its business.

04 MAY 2005 THE STATESMAN
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New Delhi, May 3: The Uni-.
on home ministry has suspen-
ded erection of fences within
150 yards of the international
border with Bangladesh that
had started in February. .

North Block took the deci-
sion in view of home minister
Shivraj Patil’s opinion articu-
lated over the last two months
that Delhi should not allow
fencing in the controversial
212 patches of the 4,097-km of
the Indo-Bangla border to act
as an irritant in relations be-
tween the two countries. .

Patil is also learnt to have .
been keen that he should not
be seen to be coming in the.
way of improvement in rela-
tions and has asked ministry
officials to approach this issue .
“very cautiously”. The Border
Security Force and some other
officials had advocated a hard-
er stand but were told that
Delhi’s response would have to
be measured and mature, ac-
cording to sources.

The issue is expected to fig--
ure at a review meeting cons -
vened by the home minister to-
morrow that would be attend-.
ed by the top brass of the Indi-
an security establishment, in-
cluding national security ad-
viser M.K. Narayanan. Patil ig
also keen to refer the issue;
back to the cabinet committee ;
on security. :

Dhaka has consistently op-
posed fencing within 150 yards
of the Indo-Bangla border, cit-
ing the guidelines of 1975 agr: .
eed to by the BSF and the Ban- .
gladesh Rifles that prohibits.
either country from erecting .
“defensive structures” within
150 yards. ;

Bangladesh says the fence
is a defensive structure while
Delhi contends that it — un-
like trenches and bunkers — is
designed to stop infiltrators
and criminals, not armies.

India has maintained that
fencing the Indo-Bangla bor-
der would be an exercise in fu-
tility if it leaves gaps in areas
where people on the Indian si-
de lived too close to the border;.

More than 62,000 people in,
254 villages would be fenced
out and at the mercy of the
BDR if Delhi were to strictly .-
adhere to the 150-yard guider.
line, according to a list pre-
pared by the home ministry, If. .
it were to leave the areas un-
fenced, there would be 213
patches along the border with-,
out a fence. 5t

The cabinet committee on.-
security had last year cleared -
fencing within 150 yards of the
international border but di-y.
rected that this be taken up.
after the South Asian Associa-, .
tion for Regional Cooperation
summit in Dhaka. Once the
summit was deferred, the.
home ministry gave the go- .
ahead to the BSF to start fenc-
ing the trouble spots.

There have since been 10
instances of firing by the BDR :
to oppose fencing within 15¢
yards, prompting a rethink in
the home ministry: :

The Centre had last year ..
conveyed to Dhaka that-
Bangladesh had to give up its
opposition. Former home sec-
retary Dhirendra Singh had
argued that it was Delhi’s sovr
ereign right to decide what it
does on its side solong as it did
not violate any agreement be-
tween the two countries.

India rejected Bangla-
desh’s opposition to the fene-
ing at a meeting between BSF
director-general R.S. Moosha-
hary and his BDR counterpart
in Dhaka. o

However, Delhi agreed to:
inform the BDR in advance be-
fore it set out to erect the fence
within 150 yards to ensure that
Dhaka is not taken by surprise.
by movement of men and ma-
terial close to the border.

I
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BSF sounds home ministry on
errant Bangladesh chopper

Rajnish Sharma f v

New Delhi, Aprit26 5"

g
-

A BANGLADESH Rifles (BDR) chop-
per had violated Indian air space
thrice on April 23 at Chotakhil, Ma-
grum and Beltoli in Tripura.

This has been stated in the report
sent by the BSF to the home ministry
on “increased activity by the BDR”
along the Indo-Bangladesh border,
particularly in the Tripura sector.

Ministry sources said senior BDR
officials had used the chopper for
aerial surveillance in the area, since,
on the next day (April 24), the BDR
had resorted to “indiscriminate fir-
ing” at these three places at workers
involved in fencing work along the
border.

The BDR troops, the report states,
also fired Banbagai and Bhagalpur
in West Tripura. In fact, at Bha-
galpur, Bangladesh villagers — along
with BDR personnel — tried to dam-
age the fencing, too.

The BDR has been strongly oppos-
ing any move to install a fence be-
tween the Zero Line and 150 yards.

Interestingly, these incidents have
happened after the BDR brutally
killed BSF Assistant Commandant

27 APk /005
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Jeevan Kumar on Aprgl 16 in the
Lankamura region of Tripura. Tak-
ing serious note of increased BDR ac-
tivity along the border, Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil has convened a high-
level meeting of the ministry and
BSF officials.

As an immediate measure, the BSF
has now decided to increase its de-
ployment in Tripura from 12 to 23
battalions.

“Initially, as many as 23 battalions
were sanctioned for Tripura, but, for
some reason, only 12 could be de-
ployed. In the changed situation, the
additional 11 battalions are being
rushed there”, a senior ministry offi-
cial remarked.

What has also caused concern to
the home ministry are intelligence
reports that the BDR was digging
trenches and constructing bunkers
in the Tripura sector. Ministry
sources said this was being done by
the BDR to move in heavy weapons
and increased deployment.

The home ministry has directed
the BSF to deal sternly with any
move by the BDR to intrude into In-
dian territory. The ministry has also
decided to expedite fencing along the
Indo-Bangladesh border.

Shivraj Patil
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India plays down
airspace violation

by BDR

Times News NETWOR

New Delhi: Amidst straine
relations on the border with
Bangladesh, India on Sun-
day appeared to downplay al-
legations of airspace viola-
tion in Tripura.

Bangladesh too alleged
that a Border Security Force
(BSF) helicopter had violat-
ed its air space on April 18.

But BSF director-general
R S Mooshahary told TOI on
Sunday: “BSF does not have
a helicopter in that sector”.

On checking the timing of
the alleged movement of the
Indian helicopter, as claimed
by Bangladesh Rifles (BDR),
it was found that these were
the timings of Indian com-
mercial flights which arrive
at Agartala from Kolkata
overflying Bangladesh air-
space, BSF officials said in
Agartala.The BSF informed
the Indian Air Force, both in
the eastern sector and at [AF
headquarters, of a
Bangladeshi helicopter vio-
lating India’s air space on

Friday and an IAF
- spokesman said it was inves-
' tigating the matter.

“The helicopter was seen
a few hundred metres inside
Indian air space and we have
passed on this information
to the IAF for investigation,”
Mooshahary confirmed on
Sunday. However, he added
that there was “nothing
alarming about the develop-
ment.”

-

oppen

qr\,:,o ~An IAF spokesman in Del-

isaid the Eastern Air Com-
mand had relayed a report
faxed to it by the BSF It
would be investigated before
any conclusion is drawn.

The BSF claimed that its
personnel had seen a BDR
helicopter flying over
Chotakhil in Sabrum sub-di-
vision of Tripura and also in
Magrum and Beltoli areas
along the international bor-
der on Friday.

The latest incident comes
a week after a BSF assistant
commandant, Jeevan Ku-
mar, was allegedly abducted,
tortured and killed by BDR
troops near Lankamura bor-
der checkpost.

The BSF also said that
BDR troops had also dug
trenches and intensified pa-
trolling on their side of the
Tripura border.

A BSF statement said BDR
had intensified its strength
at Kurma in Srimangal dis-
trict of Bangladesh and its
soldiers had dug trenches
along part of the border and
were carrying 51 mm mortar
shells on routine patrols.

Mooshahary said these is-
sues would also be taken up
with BDR during their regu-
lar flag meeting.

In Agartala, BSF DIG S K
Sud was quoted as saying:
“We have alerted all con-
cerned, including the IAF,
regarding any further viola-

tion of Indian sky and are
keeping a strict vigil”. _ /
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Agartala, April 23

SOURCES IN the BSF said on
Saturday that the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) had sent reinforce-
ments to the Indo-Bangla border
along West Tripura district and
was indulging in smuggling as
well as other trans-border crim-
inal activities.

The mobilisation of forces
along the border was confirmed
by BDR commanding officer
Sayeed Kamrujjaman Khan to
the media in Bangladesh, the
sources said. Khan reportedly
told the Bangladeshi media that
BDR reinforcements were post-
ed as the BSF had deployed ad-
ditional forces along the border
following the killing of assis-
tant commandant Jeewan Ku-
mar and injury to two other
BSF personnel on April 16.

The sources refuted charges
made by the BDR at a comman-
dant-level flag meeting with the
BSF on Thursday that it had
mobilized forces in the border
and was conducting aerial sur-
veillance. The sources also re-
vealed that Khan had called up
his BSF counterpart Mrityun-
joy Kumar on Friday and al-
leged that two Bangladeshi citi-
zens had been severely injured
in BSF firing at Bagadi, a bor-
der village in West Tripura dis-
trict, on Thursday night.

Kumar is said to have told
Khan the two Bangladeshi were
in fact criminals trying to enter
India with help from BDR per-
sonnel and the BSF wouldn't be
forced to open fire if the BDR
abstained from helping crimi-
nals and smugglers enter India.

PT!
A BSF man shows a bullet mark
after Bangladeshi smugglers
attacked their party.

—_—
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“Internal strife forged
B'desh to apolog&

By Indrani Bagchi/TNN \\

New Delhi: Why did
Bangladesh blink? For a
country that has perfected
the art of implausible denia-
bility, Dhaka’s concession to
a government inquiry into
the killing of the BSF officer
is little short of a turn-
around. Particularly after the
Bangladesh foreign ministry
had already issued a long
statement laying the blame
squarely on India’s doorstep.

growing extremism majy
also be spurring it to action.
Condoleezza Rice’s visit to
India yielded a new US-In-
dia coalition to deal with
Bangladesh after Nepal.
This report sent Dhaka into
an apoplectic fit.

This week saw an offer by
the US CINCPAC Admiral
William Fallon to provide ex-
pertise and technology to

‘Bangladesh to deal with in-

ternational terrorist groups
on its soil. This comes soon
after the European
parliament passed
a resolution on
Bangladesh, chas-
tising Dhaka for
the recent attacks

on Ahmadiyyas
among other
things.

Another factor
that might influ-
ence Dhaka’s ac-
tions is the grow-
ing rapprochement

_..BSF jawans patrol Khatalchari village in
Tripura where construction of the
border fencing has come to a halt

following firing by Bangladesh Rifles

Four senior government
officials will conduct the in-
vestigation, the Bangladesh
home ministry said in a
statement. Junior home min-
ister Lutfuzzaman Babar on
Tuesday called his Indian
counterpart, Sriprakash
Jaiswal, to try to defuse ten-
sions caused by the clash.

In recent months,
Bangladesh has been on the
international scanner for
being unwilling or unable
to deal with growing Islam-
ic extremism within its ter-
ritory. While the BNP-Ja-
maat government may be
pathologically set against
India, determined to resist
any pressure from the ‘re-
gional bully’, it has been the
increasing opprobrium
from mainly its donor coun-
tries that has struck a
chord. On another level, the
US interest in Bangladesh’s

between India and
countries like Chi-
na who could have
been wused Dby
Bangladesh to off-
set - India’s ‘hegemony’ in
South Asia. Like Nepal,
which received no comfort
from a visit by Chinese for-
eign minister Li Zhaoxing,
Bangladesh, despite getting a
nuclear reactor from China,
is unlikely to be able to play
China off against India in
any effective way.

In February, Bangladesh
was forced to take action
against Jagroto Muslim
Janata Bangladesh and Ja-
maatul Mujahidin after
they attacked NGOs, includ-
ing Bangladesh’s most fa-
mous NGO, Grameen Bank.
This coincided with a meet-
ing of donors of
Bangladesh in Washington.
After India refused to go for
a SAARC summit in
Bangladesh, world atten-
tion became sharply fo-
cused on the escalating vio-
lence in the country.

7
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BSF Asst Commandant lies dead on the border. Uma S

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
AGARTALA, APRIL 21

WARNED by New
Delhi, Dhaka  has
promised to probe the
killing last Saturday of
BSF assistant comman-
dant Jiwan Kumar at
Lankamura on Tripura’s
border with Bangladesh.
But in the village of
Lankamura and in the
BSF camp, they are con-
vinced that there’s very lit-
tle to probe.

Jiwan Kumar was tar-
geted, they maintain, be-
cause he had repeatedly
foiled attempts to push
people into India illegally.

In the last two years, he.
had become- a big hurdle "

for local smugglers.

“There’s no - doubt

there was a conspiracy to
lure Jiwan Kumar into
Bangladesh. It was cold
blooded murder, nothing
else,” says S K Dutta, IG,
BSE “It’s very difficult to
deal with the BDR

(Bangladesh Rifles). They

have no value for human
norms,” he says.

In Lankamura, Jiwan
Kumar was known as
Khokan Saheb Nltal Pal,

oursident the border how
Khokan Saheb and six-
seven BSF jawans fought a
gunbattle against some
2060 BDR person_nel for
over four hours.”
According to Nitai Pal,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“Border story::

Foﬁc

paid 6\%8 e for domgy his duty

Jiwan Kumar rushed to the border when he
was told that 55-year-old Ramdhan Pal, who
had bought four bighas adjoining the border
recently, had been abducted by Bangladeshis.

“Khokan Saheb was playing volleyball with
his men when a woman and a boy from our vil-
lage ran to the BSF post to inform them about
the abduction. He was in his PT gear. He
picked up his revolver and asked six-seven
jawans to follow him,” says Nitai.

Lankamura is near border pillar No
2022/38 and, according to the villagers, two
persons from Bangladesh had dragged Ramd-
han Pal across the zero line.

Once Jiwan Kumar was at the border, his
BDR counterpart asked him to “come in” to
discuss Ramdhan Pal’s case. During flag meet-
ings, officers from both sides interact freely at
the border. Jiwan Kumar hardly suspected a
trap. Says a senior BSF officer, “As soon as he

. stepped across, he was surrounded by a a
group of villagers and the BDR accused him
of trespassing. Within minutes, the BDR
opened fire, forcing our men to take position
and retaliate.” One of the jawans, A Venuku-
mar, was shot in the arm. Jiwan Kumar and an-
other jawan, K K Surendra, found themselves

on the Bangladeshi side as they tried to dive
for cover. According to BSF officials, the BDR
had lined up some 200 men who went on firing
for over four hours. Around 7.45 pm, BSF
DIG R K Chaudhuri managed to contact the
Comilla-based Sector Commander Jahangir
Alam and told him to direct his men to stop fir-
ing. The BDR officer told him that the BSF
could proceed to the Akhaura check-post and
collect the bodies of two persons who had
been killed in crossfire. But when BSF officials
reached the Akhaura post, some 4 km from
Lankamura, BDR officials there told them
that they had no bodies to hand over. They
sug’ ested a joint search which began around 9
pr Jiwan Kumar’s body was found around
mi 1ight. K K Surendra lay unconscious,
given up for dead by his assailants.

Though the BDR maintains that Jiwan Ku-
mar died in the crossfire, his body bore multiple
injury marks other than two bullet wounds. He
had been struck with daos (machetes) and
there were boot marks all over. This, BSF offi-
cials say, cannot be a crossfire casualty.

Ramdhan Pal, the man who had been

dragged away from Lankamura, was returned |

unharmed the next day.
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/:2:Simply barbaric
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- It's in Bangladesh’s interest to ensure India is 1<1>t

compelled to act on the Jiwan Kumar attack

MAGINE the scene. A young

BSF officer, Jiwan Kumar, at-
tempts to secure the release of a vil-
lager who had been dragged across
the Tripura-Bangladesh border.
Within minutes Jiwan Kumar is
dragged over the border, brutally
tortured and killed by members of
Bangladesh Rifles. This is nothing
but an act of extraordinary barbar-
ity. It deserves to be strongly con-
demned and requires appropriately
calibrated punishment. Bangladesh
may dispute the circumstances un-
der which this incident took place,
but no conceivable attempt to com-
plicate the narrative can justify the
degrading torture that was inflicted
upon a brave solider.

India-Bangladesh relations are at
low ebb, the border is fraught with
tension, and there is uncertainty over
the intentions of those who move
back and forth or sometimes even
where the border is. But none of
these background circumstances can
even remotely justify the manner in
which Jiwan Kumar was killed. The
actions of the Bangladesh Rifles vio-
lates all canons of human decency, all
norms of justice, all rules of combat,
all conventions of engagement and all
professional military codes. It is a
shameful act, pure and simple. The
government of Bangladesh should
immediately conduct an inquiry arfd
act against those responsible for this
action. At the very least it can begin by
apologising to India and to Jiwan Ku-

mar’s family. Bangladesh may have
many political and economic griev-
ances. But Bangladesh Rifles has of-
ten exploited the forbearance and re-
straint shown by India’s Armed
Forces, to bait, torture and kill BSF
jawans, without fear of reprisals. The
Bangladesh government has to
recognise that this situation is unac-
ceptable. Differences cannot license
the kind of impunity that the
Bangladesh Rifles has consistently
displayed. India reserves the right to
defend its soldiers and it has been re-
markably restrained in the exercise of
that right. It is in Bangladesh’s inter-
ests to ensure that India is not com-
pelled to act on its own accord to cor-
rect an intolerable situation.

Bangladesh’s foreign policy se-
ems to be now premised on an ob-
sessive concern to constantly bait
India. If Bangladesh, not only
spurns every diplomatic overture,
but resorts to a posture that sanc-
tions a free-for-all on Indian sol-
diers, India will have no option but
to take matters into its own hand. It
cannot leave those who bravely de-
fend its borders defenseless against
brutal acts of violence. But funda-
mentally Bangladesh has to now
decide whether it wants to be a part
of the fraternity of civilised nations.
By punishing the perpetrators of
this torture, and ensuring that such
incidents do not recur in the future,
the Bangladesh government can
redeem its image.

INDIAN EXPRESS
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BSF officer Killed

S BDR o
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The incident appears pre-meditated, says India

Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI: The Director-General
of the Border Security Force
(BSF), R.S. Mooshahary, de-
scribed as “unfortunate” the fir-
ing by Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
along the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der in Tripura on Saturday in
which an assistant commandant
of the BSF was killed and two
jawans were injured. Such acts
on the part of the BDR would
only escalate tension along the
border, he warned.

“Just as we were signing an

agreement in Dhaka to maintain

peace on the border, came the
report of the firing which is real-
ly unfortunate,” Mr. Mooshah-
ary told a press conference here
on Sunday.

Mr. Mooshahary, who return-
ed from Dhaka after holding
talks with his counterpart, said
the "BSF was keeping a close
watch on the Indo-Bangladesh
border and such acts [by the
BDR] would be dealt with
strongly.

The BDR personnel had
opened fire on a BSF team that
had reached the Lankabari bor-
der outpost following reports of
an Indian national being taken
away by armed Bangladeshi vil-
lagers living on the other side of
the border. Assistant comman-
dant Jeevan Kumar was killed in
the firing. Mr. Mooshahary said

1§ APR 2009

though the BSF men stopped fir-
ing, the BDR personnel contin-
ued firing. Two jawans were
injured as a result.

“We have told the BDR that
villagers should not be allowed
to take the law into their hands
as they have done on previous
occasions. Such acts would only
escalate tension along the bor-
der,” Mr Mooshahary said.

He described the situation in
the Tripura sector of the Indo-
Bangladesh border as “very
tense.”

Mr. Mooshahary said fencmg
was being constructed outside
the 150-yard limits. But where
there was a need to encompass
places of worship or markets,
“we may have to go within 150
yards, and in that case we will
definitely inform the BDR.”

Haroon Habib reports from
Dhaka:

India condemned the firing on

BSF personnel alleging that they
were “dragged inside Bangla-
desh territory and attacked by
the BDR” when a border clash
occurred on the Akhaura-Agar-
tala frontier on Saturday.

“From the marks on the
ground, the spot enquiry estab-
lished that assistant comman-
dant Jeevan Kumar and
constable K. K. Surendran were
dragged inside Bangladesh terri-
tory and attacked by the BDR,
resulting in the death of the as-

sistant commandant,” said an
Indian High Commission press
release on Sunday. “The entire
incident appears to be pre-
planned and pre-meditated, as
the BDR had opened fire on the
BSF party without any provoca-
tion whatsoever.”

The body of the assistant com-
mandant was flown to his home-
town Ranchi. He is survived by
his wife and a three-year-old
daughter.

Agreement on coordinated
patrollingThe four-day border
talks between Bangladesh and
India ended inconclusively with
no agreement on issues like in-
surgents, push-ins and fencing
within 150 yards of the no-man’s
land.

However, the two sides did
agree on coordinated patrolling
on the border. On fencing the
bordér that has caused intermit-
tent tension in recent times, the
meeting failed to reach consen-
sus.

“QOur position remains un-
changed. We will not allow any
fencing within 150 yards. In case
there is any compulsion to con-
struct it within 150 yards, the
BSF will have to inform our Gov-
ernment through the diplomatic
channel. If we get clearance, we
will allow that,” the Director-
General of the Bangladesh Ri-
fles, Major Gen. Jahangir
Choudhury, said.
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firing kills
BSF officer
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Agartala, AIEZ 16 (P'I'D) An
assistant commandant of the !
Border Security Force was
killed and three persons, in-
cluding two BSF jawans and
a civilian, were injured in fir-
ing by Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) at Lankamura in West
Tripura district today.

While one jawan was in-
jured during firing earlier in
the day, a joint inspection
team of the BSF and the BDR
found two other critically in-
jured persons — a jawan and
a civilian — on the zero line
late tonight, the sources said.

The BDR agreed to a joint
inspection on the border fol-
lowing a proposal by the BSF
after assistant commandant
Jeevan Kumar, along with
another jawan, was found
missing after the firing.

The injured persons con-
firmed to the border guards
that an assistant comman-
dant was killed in the firing
and said the commandant’s
body was lying in Banglade-
sh territory, the sources said.

The body is likely to be
handed over to the BSF hy the
BDR tomorrow, the sources
said.

Top BSF offici cam-
ping in the area with rei-
nforcements to ease tehsion.

Trouble began earlier in
the day when Ramdhan Paul,
a villager, crossed the barb-
ed-wire fence to have a look
at his field and BDR men
pounced on him and dragged
him to Fakiramura village
inside their country. y
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Govt mulls stronger action
against Bangla border firing

By Mohua Chatterjee/TNN

New Delhi: Determined to complete the
barbed-wire fencing along the India-
Bangladesh border, the Manmohan Singh
government may give a go-ahead to the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) to resort to “firing
beyond the limited exchange” against the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).

According to highly placed sources, this
was decided at a meeting at the PMO on Tues-
day presided over by national security advi-
sor M K Narayanan. E—

Home secretary Dhiren-
dra Singh, DG, BSF R §
Moosahary and represen-
tatives from CPWD and the
West Bengal government
were present at the meet-
ing, called in the backdrop |
of continued exchange of
fire and growing tension at
the Indo-Bangladesh bor- }
der over the past month.
CPWD men putting up the =
barbed wires had stopped |
work after the heavy ex-
change of fire. Fencing ¢
work was stalled, but it is
set to resume now.

Bangladesh had objected to fencmg be 'ng
carried out by India without keeping the 150
yard gap from the zero line on the interna

tional border that had been agreed upon be-
tween the two countries. But the fencing had

to breach the guideline in some areas in West
Bengal, Assam and Tripura, since 254 vil-
lages with 62,000 population, including 13,654
houses, are affected if it is followed.
Bangladesh says this is a breach of agree-
ment, while the Indian side holds that there
was no agreement but only a guideline to fol-

low since the fencing started in 1983. The
Centre also favours discontinuing the special
passport for Bangladesh, issued from five
states — West Bengal, Tripura, Meghalaya,
Manipur and Assam — because it is “mis-
used”, feels the government.

While West Bengal has agreed to doing away
with the special passport and Assam still un-
decided, Tripura, Manipur and Meghalaya are
clearly not amenable to the idea. The three
north-eastern states have a problem about trav-
elhng to Guwahati, which has the only Reglon
al Passport Office in the
north east, to get a regu-
lar passport.

At a meeting held at
the ministry of external
| affairs on Wednesday, it
was decided that the five
states would submit a re-
port on the issue and the
Centre will move ahead
only after taking their re-
spective views into con-
sideration.

On the border issue, the
government, which has
already completed fenc-
ing104665kmoutofthe
sanctioned 1,528 km in

West Bengal reiterated its determination to

complete the fencing work on the remaining
481.35 km (along West Bengal), in a statement
made in Lok Sabha on Tuesday by MoS, home
ministry, Sriprakash Jaiswal, coinciding with
Narayanan’s meeting the same day.

“India has decided to erect the fence with-
in zero to 150 yards of the international bor-
der with Bangladesh, deviating from the zero
line wherever unavoidable due to existence of
habitation or constraints of terrain,” Jaisal
informed the Lok Sabha.
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Dhaka holug
on fo o

Manash Ghosh in Ko‘;kata_

Feb. 25. — A diplomatic war
is on between India and Ban-
gladesh over the latter’s refu-
sal to hand over Ulfa general
secretary Anup Chetia to the
Indian High Commission in
Dhaka or at any designated
outpost on the border. Chetia
is wanted in India for several
cases, including murder. Dha-
ka today refused to respond
to the Indian envoy, Mrs Vee-
na Sikri's note verbale which
sought to remind the BNP
government that the Uifa lea-
der and his aides, Babul Sar-
ma and Lakshminarayan Go-
swami, must be handed over
as soon as they were relea-
sed. The three completed
their jail term of seven years
and three months and were
to be freed before sunset.
The Khaleda Zia government
says that Chetia can’t be
handed over untit Dhaka High
Court deals with a writ petiti-
on, filed by an NGO, seeking
his asylum in Bangladesh.
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/PM FOR COURT BENCH ON MILITANTS

DHAKA, Feb. 25. — The
Bangladeshi Prime Minister, Ms
Khaleda Zia, has instructed the
home ministry and the intelli-
gence agencies to root out Islamic
militants, their hideouts and sub-
versive activities. The Prime
Minister also decided in principle
to set up an additional Bench at
the High Court to ensure speedy
trial of cases on subversive acts.

Ms Zia held several rounds of
meetings with officials of home
ministry, police and intelligence
agencies yesterday and asked them
to take strong actions against all
activities in the name of jihad. She
said those who have been creating
anarchy in the name of religion are
the enemies of the nation and the
country, adding all of them will be
punished. These extremists must
not be bailed out, she said.

She instructed the law enforcers
to arrest anyone involved in crime,
even if he belongs to a ruling party.
She also warned that any misuse of
power and corruption by police will
not be tolerated. The Prime Min-
ister said the country’s image will
improve and foreign investment
will increase with an improvement
in law and order scenario,

Ms Zia also asked the paramili-
tary Bangladesh Rifles, Armed
Police Battalion and Rapid Ac-
tion Battalion to keep a watch on
their areas of operations.

The crackdown on militants,

atinued with 11

THE STATESM AN

ot out ultra

\

more suspected ultras belonging
to a group banned two days ago
arrested in two districts, adds PTI.

Bangladesh business leaders
have urged the country’s major
political parties to refrain from
calling frequent strikes that hurt
the economy and threatened to
take action against such closures.

UN peacekeepers killed

Unidentified attackers ambushed
UN peacekeepers on patrol in the
lawless province of Ituri in north-
eastern Congo today, killing nine
Bangladeshi troops, a UN spokes-
man in Kinshasa said, adds AP. It
was one of the deadliest ever on
the roughly 16,000-member UN
mission in Congo.
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Tashma seeks Indian identity

.\»3\,' b A

tadeshi author applles for

Jaideep Mazumdar '\/
Kolkata, February 17

TASLIMA NASREEN is tlr; of be-
ing an exile. She wants to belong — to
India and Bengal.

The 42-year-old Bangladeshi au-
thor, who fled her homeland in 1994
after infuriating Islamic fundamen-
talists with her book Lajja, applied
for Indian citizenship on Thursday.

She faxed her request to Union
home minister Shivraj Patil during a
brief stopover at Delhi on her way
back to Kolkata from Chhattisgarh.

“I have a European Union citizen-
ship and have stayed in the West for a
long time. But that’s not my home,”
Nasreen told HT. “I feel at home in
Kolkata’s Bengali milieu. I want to
settle down here for good.”

She said she hadn’t been able to re-
turn to Bangladesh for over a decade.
“Dhaka hasn’t renewed my passport;
so I can’t go back there,” she said.
“Also, I face threats, including death

{8

- *®

izenship

threats, in Bangladesh.”

Nasreen, in her fax to Patil sent
from the office of her Delhi publish-
er, suggested that if the rules denied
her Indian citizenship, she would be
happy to be given a renewable resi-
dence permit so that she could go on
staying in this country.

The author arrived here on August
25 last year and after a short stay,
flew back to Europe. She was back on
November 26 and has been living in a
rented apartment here since then.

“My tourist visa expires on Febru-
ary 20,” she said, “but I haven’t com-
pleted my work here and would like
to stay on for another six months. If
I'm granted citizenship or a resi-
dence permit, I can work in peace.”
Nasreen hasn’t applied for political
asylum in India.

The author went into hiding after
Bangladeshi zealots offered $5,000 to
anyone who would kill her and a
court sentenced her to two years in
jail for defaming Islam.
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the feelings of nei-
‘« ' ghbouring countr-
‘ ies, our governme-

\ ntisj élined to be insensitive. It
| beHaves like any other big power
Avhich believes that equality in

. diplomatic jargon is all right as far
asit goes—but when the chips are
down, small countries must know
i their place. New Delhi was at its
| crudest when it conveyed to Dh-
aka India’s inability to.attend the

who presides over the ministry of
foreign affairs, is the last person
who should be asked to handle
jobs demanding finesse. He is too

about tact and nuance. When the

government decided to abstain

from the meeting, he reportedly

i entrusted his foreign secretary
with the task of communicating
“no" to India’s high commissioner

- at Dhaka. But before the high
commissioner could convey the
message to the Bangladesh gov-
ernment, the news was on televi-
sion channels in Dhaka. Even
without ensuring that India’s deci-
sion reached the right quarters,

. New Delhi disseminated the infor-
mation to the media.

Naturally, Bangladesh — the
host of the SAARC summit — felt
cut up. A country which is always
onthe edge when it comes to deal-
ing with India felt humiliated. 1

i can’t understand why Natwar
: Singh could not pick up the tele-
. phone and inform the Bangladesh
, foreign minister himself? Would it
" have ruffled diplomatic feathers or
| “violated some protocol rules? The
i royal coup in Nepal was a good
i enough reason for India to stay
+ away. But the way events un-
folded, the picture that emerged
was different. Look at it from
Bangladesh’s point of view. The
meeting was cancelled twice when
Dhaka was all set to attract the

spotlight. Bangladesh, after all,

does not get too many opportuni-
ties to play a prominent role in the
region. The SAARC gathering

SAARC meeting, Natwar Singh,'

arrogant and too hawkish to care -

Diplomacy

HEN it comes to*-

& KuLbiP NAYAR

\/

New Delhi’s response
o to events il‘l BangladESh gladesh has been drifting away
lacks finesse ¢ @

4

+

gave the country a sense of impor-
tance. Anyone could have figured
out that cancellation would disap-
point the people of that country.

"And since India’s inability to par-

ticipate led to the calling off of the
meeting, anger was bound to be
directed at New Delhi. :
India’s fault lay in confusing
SAARC objectives with its own re-
actions. It made sense when it was
$aid that Prime Ministér Manmo-
han Singh could not be seen shak-
ing hands with the Nepalese king,
just days after he had smothered
democracy. But why did New
Delhi dwell on developments in

place.-Certainly, Manmohan Sin-
gh'’s security could not have been
taken lightly. But surely Dhaka
could have been asked to put in
place more stringent security che-
cks. We could have flown in our
own commandos, to which, I am
sure, the Bangladesh government
could not have objected, belea-
guered as it was at that time.
Maybe we are barking up the
wrong tree. Our main problem is
that we have not been able to es-
tablish a working relationship with
Khaleda Zia’s government which,
to say the least, has not been fri-
endly. The comparison becomes

Our main problem is that we have not
been able to establish a working
relationship with Khaleda Zia’s
government which, to say the least,
has not been friendly

Bangladesh while explaining its
absence? SAARC is a forum of
governments, however wanting.
Indiais only a participant.

New Delhi could have glossed
over the developments in Ban-
gladesh for the time being. Nu
doubt Dhaka presented security
risks in the wake of disturbances
due to the murder of Awami
League Secretary General Sham-
sul Kibria, It is equally true that the
horrifying incident came at a time
when India was feeling peeved
over the murderous attack on
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina. Yet, New Delhi had many
other avenues to communicate its
concern. In fact, it issued a state-
ment when Kibria’s murder took

obvious when her predecessor,
Sheikh Hasina, was equally irritat-
ing, but not unfriendly. The fact is
that anti-liberation elements, who
are unaccommodating vis-a-vis
New Delhi, have crowded out pro-
liberation elements, who are
friendly and secular. The Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party of
Khaleda Zia has been conniving in
the activities of anti-liberation
groups. But this is not something
new. New Dclhi has lived with
such a situation before. Why
should it have let its frustration
lead to the extreme step of with-
drawing from the SAARC meet-
ing? The summit would have
given the countries in the region
anopportunity to discuss the situa-

won’t hurt

tion in Bangladesh on the sidelines
ofthe meeting. -
I believe the reason why Ban-

from India lies in the message
Kibria'sent to his Indian friends
0 days before his assassination.
He said that India had aban-
doned its liberal and secular
friends in Bangladesh to face fa-
natic and fundamentalist forces.
This is true to some extent be-
cause we have been paying very
little attention to Bangladesh
since the return of Khaleda Zia. It
may sound harsh but there is no
denying that there is hardly any*
mention of Bangladesh in India
and its media in positive terms.
The issue of illegal immigrants is
raised regularly in the press, but
there is not a word about the cir-
cumstances that force people to
leave their land and homes. The
BJP-led government killed the
work permit scheme for Bangl-
adeshis. The Congress, even after
being in power for nine months,
has not thought of reviving it. Nei-
ther does the Congress-led gov-
ernment at the Centre answer the
question raised by Kibria.
People-to-people contact may
be the answer. Itis, however, strange

. that there is very little enthusiasm

among Bengalis on both sides for
the kind of interaction seen among
the people of east and west Punjab.
This, in fact, should be more visible in
West Bengal and Bangladesh be-
cause Bengalis had a century ago
sticcessfully resisted the division of
Bengal. Supercilious as the Bengalis
are — they do not mix with those
they consider less important than
themselves — Dhaka would not
lose in stature if it established con-
tacts with Kolkata, even though it is
not India’s capital. The scope for
cultural engagement is ifnmense.
But the equation between Dhaka
and Kolkata is weak. Both have to
forget the past. Even if they do not
do so now, they are bound to one
day. At least New Delhi should be
sensible enough not to spoil things
till that time arrives.
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“Dhaka’s pipeline tit
for Délhg;s{ Saarc tat

“¢ mrnister, SAMS Kibria. The

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHL Feb. 4. — Upset
over India’s withdrawal from the
Saarc summit, there is apprehension
that Bangladesh may not participate
in the meeting of the technical-com-
mercial working committee o pro-
pose the route for the three-nation
gas pipeline on 14 February.
Diplomatic sources state  that
there Is now an air of uncertainty
over the meeting scheduled to be he-
Id in Yangon. “Most probubly. Ban-
gladesh may not send their otticials
to participate in the meeting of the
working commuttee.” sourees suid.
The “rethink™ in Bangladesh's st-
and on the gas pipeline seems to be
a direct volley o India’s statement
that the PM was unable to travel to
Dhaka because of the security situ-
ation, which has been hit by a series
of strikes and bomb blasts after the
killing of former Bangladeshi finan-

STa TESMAN

meeting of the technical-comm-
ercial committee was supposed to
deliberate on the possible route of
the gas pipeline which will begin in
Mvanmar and enter India via Ban-
aladesh and is to be operated under
an international consortium.

The decision to lay the trans-
national gas pipeline was made by
the encergy ministers of the three
countrics on 13 January 2005, when
they also agreed to set up  six-me-
mber technical commercial commi-
ttee, The meeting in Yangon on 14
February was also supposed to
work on @ draft MoU, which was to
be finahwed and tnked in Dhaka by
the three countries later.

While Myanmar had given the
green signal to export natural gas to
India, Bangladesh had reportedly pr-
oposed many preconditions, includ-
ing the provision of trade transit to
Nepal and Bhutan through India.
Another report on page 3

Q5 res 200



/ ight dec1s1o

\,'\/ A - S\' 47
“India pulling out of SAARC summlt Vv

ndia’s decision to pull out of the 13th SAARC sumnfit\in

Dhaka because of security concerns and seeking a fresh
date for the summit are steps in the right direction.
Although the decision to pull out has caused considerable
discomfiture to Begum Zia’s government, which termed it
“unwarranted and unexpected”, there is no doubt that
Delhi made the right move. The recent killing of SAMS
Kibria, a senior leader of Awami League, a former
Bangladesh finance minister and a former secretary
general of ESCARP, in a grenade attack, came as a shock to
Delhi.

At the personal level he was close to prime minister
Manmohan Singh and the Indian leadership. What has
irked New Delhi so much is that the coalition partners are
blaming India for Kibria’s killing, as they say that the
grenade attack was the work of India-trained terrorists
who were trying to destabilise Bangladesh. This was very
much in tune with an earlier official finding which blamed
India for the 21 August grenade attack on Awami League
leader Sheikh Hasina, although foreign investigators
pointed their finger at Khaleda’s fundamentalist partners.
Seeking postponement of the summit Delhi has clearly
conveyed to them that Zia must pay for the wages of her
own sin.

Besides the security scene in Dhaka was also not at all
helpful. Bombs exploded at the main entrance to the hotel
where the SAARC heads of governments were to stay
during the summit, although the place was under a
“blanket security cover”. Kibria’s killing unleashed
popular protests all over the country and a series of
Opposition-called general strikes, some of which were to
coincide with the summit.

India cannot take chances; there are armed Bangladeshi
radicals barging into the heavily protected Indian High
Commissioner’s office in Dhaka to gun down Samar Sen,
who miraculously survived. Very recently the British High
Commissioner in Dhaka, who is of Bangladeshi origin, also
survived a grenade attack.

Begum Khaleda Zia refused to have the Muslim radicals
arrested despite there being definite clues provided by
Scotland Yard. Only three days ago the seven EU envoys
in Dhaka, in an unprecedented move, jointly made a
statement strongly decrying the cult of terror and violence
that Begum Zia has encouraged by not working to catch
the culprits. ,

So it is not correct to say that India is the only country
which has expressed concern over the fast deteriorating
security situation in Bangladesh. What has made things
worse is the strong presence in Dhaka of ULFA and other
north east insurgents, who are openly funded, armed and
sheltered by Begum Zia, who has referred to them as
“brave freedom fighters trying to liberate the north-east
from the Indian yoke”,

They also pose a serious security threat to the visiting
Indian dignitaries. Begum Zia has made her case worse by
denying their presence. She will have to pay a heavy
political price.

<
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Bangla

3 FEBRUARY

INDIA on Thursday rejected
Bangladesh’s charge that its deci-
sion not to attend the Saarc sum-
mit was due to developments in
bilateral relations with Saarc
countries, saying the impact was
on the entire region.

“Let me clarify. We have not
sought postponement due to any
developments in bilateral rela-
tions with Saarc countries. We
have drawn attention to develop-
mentsthathave animpact on the
entire region of South Asia, not
just India,” external affairs min-
istry spokesman Navtej Sarna
told reporters in New Delhi.

He also refuted the contention
that India was the only country
which has raised concern over
the security situation in
Bangladesh. Mr Sarna recalled
that the EU heads of missionsina
statement in Dhaka last Tuesday
had asked the Bangladesh gov-
ermnment to ensure swift action
and thorough investigation into
the January 27 grenade attack
while voicing concern at the cur-
rent violence on the streets.

Mr Sarna said US assistant sec-
retary of state Christina Rocca
had spoken to Bangladesh for-
eign minister Morshed Khan on
January 31 and expressed out-
rage at the attack and demanded
a thorough probe. She had also
made it clear that if FBI assistance
was to be given, then the
Bangladesh government should

make clear terms of reference.
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- India refutes
A

charge

on Saarc meet
g)lf@;ffg"l\l epal invites

Maoists for
peace talks

Kathmandu

" 3 FEBRUARY

A general strike called by Maoists
in Nepal to protest against King
Gyanendra assuming power,
evoked partial response on
Thursday even as the new gov-
ernment invited the rebels for
peace talks. The new govern-
ment banned for six months pub-
lication of reports critical of the
royal action.

“We ask the Maoists once
again to come to the negotiation
table and help to solve the pres-
ent political crisis,” said home
minister Dan Bahadur Shahi in
his comments aired on state tele-
vision. “If they do not come for-
ward, we may have to think of al-
ternate steps,” he said without
elaborating. There was no imme-
diate response from Maoists,
who, on Wednesday, denounced
the King's action and offered to
“co-work” and form “a broad
front” with political parties to end
the “feudal autocracy”.

“Our party is prepared to co-
work and establish a broad front
with all those who are against feu-
dal autocracy,” rebel leader Push-
pa Kamal Dahal alias Prachanda
said in a signed statement adding
the Maoists denounced the “so-
called royal prodamation”. —PTI



Se rN1A
tea g'f§ent
to Dhaka
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 1. —
Just four days before the
Prime Minister leaves for
Bangladesh to attend the
Saarc summit, India has

despatched a high-level [

security team to Dhaka to
assess the ground situa-
tion, imparting an air of
uncertainty to the event.

The two-day Saarc sum-
mit is scheduled to begin
in Dhaka on 6 February.
Bangladesh today said it
was monitoring develop-
ments in Nepal. “We will
be able to assess the situa-
tion and take a decision on
Saarc by 5 February,” for-
eign minister Mr Morshed
Khan said.

The situation has taken a
violent turn following the
killing of former finance
minister Shah Abu Moha-
mmad Shamsul Kibria at a
public rally in Dhaka. The
Opposition had also called
for a three-day general str-
ike which ended yesterday,
to protest the attack on
their rally.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment today expressed
hope that the Saarc sum-
mit will go ahead in Dhaka
as scheduled on 6 and 7
February despite the dev-
elopments in Nepal.

Foreign secretary Mr
Shamsher Mobin Chowd-
hury said: “We are watch-
ing the situation (in Nep-
al) closely and will take a
decision by 5 February.”

Delhi cell ban

NEW DELHI, Feb.1.—Ina
clear fallout of the MMS case,
the Delhi government today
banned mobile phones in all
schools run and aided by it
and advised public schools to
follow its lead. — PTI

Details on page 4
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wife of Gen/ JJ Singh, who took over on Monday. — I 1

Dhaka

'Delhi to turn screws on

\
GV During th\ﬂmeeting, India

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Jan. 31. —
With the Saarc summit
beginning in Dhaka a few
days from now, India is
deeply worried about the
deterioratidg law and order
situation in  Bangladesh.
cspecially after attacks on
senior Opposition leaders.

According to official sour-
ces, India feels that the securi-
ty situation is grave and the
series of strikes could make it
worse. While India has com-
mitted to go and has not
changed its mind, the attacks
on  Opposition  leaders
(Awami League leader Ms
Hasina Wajed was attacked
some time ago) is an issue of
concern.

will express its concern bilat-
erally or directly to Bangla-
desh. The concern is even
more because the border
between the two countries is
relatively porous.

A similar concern exists
about Nepal. Sources said
the Maoist problem is con-
tinuing and certainly not
improving. India has decided
to ask political parties and
the monarchy to meet the
challenge. So far, India has
provided military assistance
but there can be no military
solution and India can only
be involved if Nepal asks for
assistance.

Till now, India has only
been involved in supporting
the Nepalese security forces
and sharing of intelligence

THE STATESMAN

i,
India m;y’ruise PoK camps at Saarc

NEW DELHI, Jan. 31. — India may bring up the issue of terrorist
infrastructure such as training camps and launchpads in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir when Dr Manmohan Singh meets
his counterpart, Dr Shaukat Aziz, during the Saarc summit beginning
in Dhaka within a week. Official sources said Pakistan needs o do
much more in terms of removing such infrastructure.

The terrorists’ communication with their masters on the other side of
the border has also been tracked. Efforts o infiltrate are continuing.
This despite Pakistan President General Pervez Musharraf's
statement that no part of territory under Pakistan's control would be
used by terrorists. India feels the training camps shoutd not be kept
as a reserve to be “activated” whenever necessary. What has irked
india more is the “conditionality” that Pakistan is trying to suggest.
The end to terrorism cannot be linked with concessions on Jammu
and Kashmir. Dr Singh is also likely to visit Pakistan. The external
affairs minister, Mr K Natwar Singh, will be going to Islamabad in
mid-February. There could be a meeting batween the two foreign
ministers in Dhaka before that. — SNS

but what it hopes to do is
nudge the political forces
towards a national consen-

sus. Then, a credible peace
process could begin.
Another report on page 3
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/Indo-BungIa talks on insurgents

AGARTALA, Jan. 30. — India today said it was discussing
with Bangladesh about the presence of insurgents in their
territory and hoped that Dhaka would take right ?eps in this

direction. %\ %ﬂ-

“We have already taken up 1 ksue with Bangladesh. We
are not compiaining, we are raiSing the issue with our
neighbour,” Union home minister Mr Shivraj Patil told
reporters here tonight. “We are neither complaining nor
neglecting the issue, we have discussed the issue at Home
Secretary level as well as foreign minister level and had the
SAARC Summit in Dhaka not been postponed due to
tsunami, the issue would have been discussed at Prime
Minister's level also,” he said in presence of Tripyra chi
minister Mr Manik Sarkar. — PTI e



BSF hopetul of making
joint moves with

ST e
HT Correspondent q\,:u ¥ Thinistry and tha¥ th\ey
Kolkata, January 24 [)3 ~were awaiting approval for
7 the ‘coordinated patrolling’,

AFTER DHAKA'S twin gifts
of transit facilities and gas
trans-shipment pipeline to
New Delhi, the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) is opti-
mistic that the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) may soon
agree to its ‘coordinated pa-
trolling’ proposal.

The decision to begin
such patrolling along the
4,096 km-long Indo-Bangla
border was taken at the last
meeting of the Director-
Generals of BSF and BDR
at New Delhi in September
last year.

The BDR had said that the
matter had been referred to
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which, according to both
frontier forces, would make
their task easier.

A high-level delegation of
the BSE, led by the Inspec-
tor-General of South Bengal
Frontier, Rajender Singh,
would visit Rongpur from
February 1{o 4 in northwest
Bangladesh to meet senior
BDR officials and try and
forge ahead with the issue of
“better coordination”.

The delegation would
also consist of the Inspec-
tor-General of BSF’s North
Bengal Frontier and the

- Deputy Inspector-Generals
of all the sectors under the

Do)

“The agenda of the meet-
ing is yet to be finalised,”
S.K. Mitra, the Principal
Staff Officer at the BSF's
Additional Director-Gener-
al headquarters, told Hin-
dustan Times on Monday.
However, the issue of ‘coor-
dinated patrolling’ would
definitely feature promi-
nently at the meeting, the
officials said.

The BSF have consistent-
1y stressed ‘joint patrolling’
with the BDR along the bor-
der. But, as the BDR was not
keen on the idea, it had
agreed to change the
nomenclature and modali-
ties to ‘coordinated pa-
trolling’.
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CORRESPON DENT 4

New Delhi, Jan. 23: The eup-
horia in South Block over Ba-
ngladesh’s landmark decision
to allow the transnational gas
pipeline to pass through its
territory seems to be ebbing.
There is growing realisa-
tion in the Indian establish-
ment that Dhaka has put the
diplomatic ball in Delhi’s
court for forward movement.
Prime Minister Manmoh-
an Singh who travels to Dhaka
on February 5 for the Saarc su-
i mmit is scheduled to meet his
! Bangladeshi counterpart, Be-
gum Khaleda Zia, on the sideli-
nes of the meet. A date has not
yet been set for the meeting.
The leaders are sure to try
and move relations forward in
the wake of an agreement on
the transnational gas pipeline.
At a meeting between Mya-
nmat, India and Bangladesh in
Yangon earlier, an agreement
was signed allowing the pip-
eline to carry Myanmarese
gas to India through Bangla-
desh. Since this is the first
time in 30 years that Dhaka
has agreed to allow its territo-
ry to be used for transporting
any commodity, especially
gas, to India, Delhi views it as
a significant development that
could allow strong economic
ties to be forged in the region.
The dominant view in Sou-
th Block is still in favour of
looking at the Yangon davalan

ast we managed to get the Ba-
ngladeshis to agree to let the
gas pipeline pass through its
territory. And this is someth-
ing they had refused to do in
the past,” a senior official said.

But many policy makers
here are now willing to ackno-
wledge that much of what Dh-
aka has agreed on will depend
on Delhi’s response to its dem-
ands. “The ball has been put
back in the Indian court,” a
foreign ministry official said.

At the Yangon talks, which
also became part of the joint
statement, Bangladesh man-
aged to get India to acknowl-
edge three of its demands: ac-
cess to hydroelectricity in
Bhutan and Nepal through
India’s network, a trade corri-
dor through India to reach
Bangladeshi goods to Nepal
and Bhutan and urgent sops
from Delhi to reduce Dhaka’s
huge trade deficit.

Indian officials who were
part of the talks pointed out
that the demands were menti-
oned in the statement to make
it easier for Bangladesh ener-
gy minister Musharraf Huss-
ain to sell the transnational pi-
peline move to his domestic
audience. But sceptics are ask-
ing if the concessions India
made to get Bangladesh to agr-
ee to the deal meant that any
forward movement on the pro-

Jject depends on how satisfied

Dhaka is with Delhi’s respo-
neatnitethree demands.
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Manmohan Singh, Khaleda
Zia: Pipe dream
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By Siddharth Varadarajan

YANGON, JAN. 13. India, Bangladesh
and Myanmar ended their historic
trilateral meeting here on Thursday
with a formal joint statement com-
mitting themselves to the construc-
tion and operation of a pipeline
which will allow natural gas to flow
from fields off the coast of Myanmar
through to India via Bangladesh.

When it is completed, the pipe-
line would be the first cooperative
energy project of its kind in South
Asia and is likely to serve as a cata-
lyst for a wider set of bilateral and
trilateral initiatives that could trans-
form the economic geography of the
subcontinent.

“The Government of Myanmar
agrees to export natural gas to India
by pipeline through the territory of
Bangladesh and India to be operat-
ed by an international consortium
as may be agreed upon by the par-
ties concerned,” the joint statement
issued by the Energy Ministers of
the three countries noted. “Bangla-
desh and India reserve the right to
access the pipeline as and when re-
quired, including injecting and si-
phoning off their own natural gas.”

Some fleet-footed work by Indian
and Bangiadeshi diplomats over-
came a minor hurdle involving the
question of whether the pipeline
should be linked to certain bilateral
transit and trade issues raised by
Dhaka. Bangladesh had initially pro-
posed, inter alia, that the question of
accessing electricity from Bhutan
and Bangladesh via Indian territory
be mentioned in the trilateral joint
statement. In the end, the two sides
settled on a compromise in which
the trilateral statement encourages
merely Governments to pursue bi-
laterally those “issues of bilateral
cooperation which impinge on their
trilateral cooperation such as hydro-
electricity and other diversified
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“India, Bangladesh and
= Myanmar agree
T‘Qﬁ“’“ to lay pipeline *.|

V)

sources of energy supply, trade\and
transit.”

At the same time, a separate bilat-
eral statement was issued which
took note of Bangladesh’s specific
concerns and India’s assurances to
examine these in a positive manner.

As matters stand, the precise
route of the proposed pipeline will
be decided on the basis of “ensuring
adequate access, maximum security
and optimal economic utilisation.”
A techno-commercial working com-
mittee comprising of representa-
tives from the three Governments
will meet in Yangon next month to
begin work on concretising the pro-
posal.

Complex arrangement

Characterising the agreement as
‘win-win-win’ for the three coun-
tries, India’s Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister, Mani Shankar Aiyar,
told The Hindu that the pipeline
would not just involve point-to-
point shipment of gas from Myan-
mar to India. Rather, it would be a
more complex and cooperative ar-
rangement in which gas from Trip-
ura and from Bangladesh’s own
fields in the Sylhet region could flow
in to be used by petrochmeical in-
dustries in Khulna or Jessore in the
west. “Our statement also provides
for the siphoning of Myanmar gas.
Thus, if Bangladesh wants to use
some of that gas for domestic con-
sumption, it can. And tomorrow, if it
turns out that the Tripura gas is not
enough for the needs of our own
northeast, the same pipeline could
be used to take Myanmar gas there.”

Though several routes will be ex-
plored, Bangladeshi officials said
the easiest would be to run the pipe-
line from the Arakan coast into Ban-
gladesh via Cox's Bazaar. “That way,
we minimise the hilly terrain. There
could then be separate spurs for
Tripura and Sylhet gas,” said S.R.
Osmani of Petrobangla.
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