West Bengal poll

\\ lEC must mean business ('3\

What eventual impact the Election Lommlssmn s
directive to West Bengal’s chief electoral officer to
correct the “glaring irregularities” in the distribution of
photo identity cards of voters would have is not clear. This
is because similar directives from the EC in the past failed
to deliver desired results. In fact things were made worse
by two previous chief electoral officers, Basudev Banerjee
and Sabyasachi Sen, who instead of doing proper follow-
ups, allowed state government employees and government
school teachers belonging to the CPI-M controlled unions
engaged in the preparatlon of electoral rolls, to arbitrarily
deiete and include names in the voters’ list. This made a
mockery of the state’s 2001 assembly and 2004 Lok Sebha
elections. For instance it is an open secret that there are at
least 30,000 bogus voters in Buddhadeb Bhattacharjec’s
constituency in Jadavpur. This ensured his victory in the
2001 poll.

It also helped the CPI-M candidate to defeat the sitting
Trinamul Congress MP Krishna Bose in 2004. The EC’s
sudden discovery of “irregularities” in the distribution of
PI cards is no news since at least a section of the media had
been pointing these out to Nirvachan Sadan since the days
when MS Gill was the CEC. For instance, the state polling
staff have ensured that PI cards in most of the CP1-M run
panchayats are not in the custody of actual voters but are
with local Marxist functionaries. The “other irregula-
rities”, pointed out to the EC, are more shocking. The
same faces with and without beards, moustaches, glasses
and wigs have appeared in countless PI cards. In many
instances, the faces are easily recognizable as those of local
Marxists. Photos of dead persons and those who have gone
on transfer also figure.

Complaints have yielded threats from CPI-M strongmen
who in Jalpaiguri recently enrolled 47 Bangladeshi
nationals as voters on the basis of birth certificates they
procured for them against hefty consideration. Marxist
and official complicity in such distortions is an
established fact. And this has been reinforced by Jyoti
Basu’s latest admission that “help” received from the state
government employees has ensured 29 years of
uninterrupted rule. ‘

The “glaring irregularities” detected by the EC, so far,
form just the tip of the iceberg. A herculean and
conscientious effort and a lot of time are needed to cleanse
the electoral roll of such irregularities. 1f the EC means
business it must cleanse the electoral system; a failure to
do so will mean the death of democracy.
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CPI-M must shm*r\poﬁtiél\ will to maie amends

Damning evidence of how West Bengal has become happy
hunting ground for a terrorist network extending from
Pakistan to Bangladesh ought to make the Left Front sit up.
It is not as if the arrest of two suspects — one a member of
the Bangladesh-based Hartkat-ul-Jihadi Islami and the other
a tout smuggling in ISI agents — comes as a stunning revela-
tion. Fears of cross-border-terrorism in thé northern districts
have been expressed not only by the opposition, but by the
public at large. Now come details that are truly alarming. The
arrested Bangladesh-based terrorist was reported to have
been smuggled into India several times in the last six months
bringing in RDX and having a hand in the explosion at the
Special Task Force office in' Hyderabad in October. While
politicians are said to be on the hit list, there are reports of
traffic from Bangladesh to Pakistan with the specific purpose
of training for subversive activities in India. Key public figures
and software parks are said to be the main targets but human
bombs can be used to cause disaster and panic in crowded
localities — as was done recently in Delhi. Repeated denials
by Islamabad and Dhaka do not eliminate the evidence.

The West Bengal government has a special obligation’ to
step up vigilance in border districts and to counter the threats
posed by jihadi elements in Bangladesh. It is unfortunate that
the Marxists are more inclined to proceed with caution - first
in dealing with infiltrators and now with jihadi elements. The
only time the chief minister expressed concern, he was
compelled to retrace his steps. Alimuddin Street pretends to
be deeply worried about communal forces being imported
from Gujarat and other areas, making that one of its main
campaign issues against Trinamul. On the other hand, West
Bengal has been witness to a long history of infiltration that_
has developed into a terrorist network with alarming
implications for public safety. Jyoti Basu, when he was chief
minister, had brushed aside infiltration as a “non-issue”. His
younger colleagues in the party and government sense the
evil but refrain from public statements for fear of upsetting
what they consider an assured vote-bank., Responsible -
minority leaders and organisations have made it clear that
terrorists have no religion. That apparently is not a good
enough reason for the ruling party to name the ISI and jihadi
elements as the primary threats to the safety of citizens in
Bengal, more so when assembly elections are just a few
months away. The tactical retreat has cost the state dearly. It

can only get worse if the CPI-M doesn’t demonstrate the

political will to make amends. /
o
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Anti-Left clarion
= call to Congressm\f

BJP chief L K Advani addresses a conventio'of ally Trinamul Congress be-
fore a poster of its founder Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: Congress leaders stayed
away from a public meeting in
Kolkata on Sunday addressed joint-
ly by Trinamul Congress chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee and BJP pres-
ident LK Advani but the two kept the
door open for the party to join the
anti-CPM alliance floated by them in
West Bengal.

Former Congress chief minister
Siddhartha Sankar Ray raised eye-
brows with his presence at the Neta-
ji Indoor Stadium but clarified that
he had not come as a Congress rep-
resentative.

“I have not come here as a Con-
gress leader. [ am no longer in the
party,” he said. Organised by Trina-
mul Youth Congress, Mamata want-
ed to turn the rally into a show of
solidarity of anti-CPM forces before
the assembly polls next year. The
three main speakers — Mamata, Ad-
vani and Ray — expressed disap-
pointment at the absence of Con-

gress, but Mamata did not close the
door on it.

“I am still appealing to all anti-
CPM forces to come together,” Ma-
mata said. “Those who want to come
are welcome. Those who don’t may
stay with CPM, I wouldn’t worry
about them.” Without naming Con-
gress, she said it need not worry that
joining hands with the Trinamul-
BJP combine would tarnish its secu-
lar credentials.

“We will not talk about religion.
We will have an issue-based al-
liance,” she said. Mamata thinks
such an alliance is possible even
with Congress pursuing its own po-
litical agenda and Trinamul co-
ntinuing to be a part of NDA.

In a separate programme, state
Congress president Pranab Mukher-
jee questioned the concept of an
anti-CPM grand alliance. “Every
party has its own policy, political
programmes and plans. How can
that be branded as anti-someone or
pro-someone,” he asked.
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\ /o
rinjng assault
\S%a\eg muii‘ﬁ;\; way of W}{g with Ghisingh

here is cold calculation behind each of Subash Ghisingh’s
outbursts, which is why there is reason to be alarmed by
his latest assault on the opposition and the media. It has come
after the tripartite agreement in Delhi by which the Hill
Council has been included in the Sixth Schedule — a demand
that had caused the Hill Council election to be postponed
again and again. The agreement signals total victory for the
hill leader who had otherwise threatened a return to the days
of bloodshed. Now that the central and state governments
have been dealt with, Ghisingh finds it necessary to remove
even the last resistance. The tenor of his victory speech
suggests brazen use of terror tactics. So far he has threatened
violence to challenge the law and order machinery. Now he
challenges opposition parties, who include the Left, and the
media who have no option but to depend on the government
for protection. The speech was alarmingly provocative to the
extent that he threatened to throw opposition flags into the
Teesta and warned the media they would have to fall in line
with whatever he did if they intended to live in Darjeeling.
The state cannot pretend that this is just an empty threat.
1t would have been possible to ignore the threats had it not
been for Ghisingh’s record in going to any length to achieve
his objectives. It may- have been assumed that after virtually
blackmailing the Centre and the state into including the
DGHOC in the Sixth Schedule, which would bring a substantial
flow of new funds on liberal terms, he would agree to elec-
tions that are long overdue. Now it seems he has no such de-
sire. He would rather wait to remove the last semblance of
opposition before he faces the electorate. In the process
insult the democratic process by which elections ought to be
held. Shrewd tactician that he has always been, he has chosen
just this time to strike — when he can stage “victory”
celebrations over his latest achievement in Delhi. However,
there is as yet no guarantee that the current pro-Ghisingh
rallies reflect the mood of the electorate. The easiest way out,
in Ghisingh’s road map, would be to give voters no choice at

all. The onus is clearly on the state —/tO/ﬁsure Ghisingh

A

doesn’t put democracy on his leash.
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Kolkata alrport

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec. 12. —
Admitting that India’s infrastructure

was not “top class”, the Prime
Minister today promised to “disman-
tle unwanted barriers” and expand
global capital flows to attract $150
billion in the sector, particularly in
the modernisation process of
Kotkata and Chennai airports.
“India’s infrastructure is not top
class. But we are working on it. You
will see a qualitative and quantita-
tive sea change soon,” Dr Man-
mohan Singh said, addressmg the
Asean Business Advisory Council
ahead of his meeting with Asean
leaders and the East Asia Summit.
The Prime Minister also mooted a
Pan-Asian Free Trade Area, akin to
North American Free Trade Area,
and pledged to bring down tariffs to
promote trade with South-east Asia.
He said: “We will throw open
Kolkata and Chennai airports for
public-private venture (in March).”
The process for a private-public
" arrangement for Delhi and Mumbaij
has already begun and “in five or six
years, India’s infrastructure will
undergo a sea change,” Dr Singh
promised the Council, inviting them
to invest in the “lucrative Indian
market”. “I see enormous opportu-
nity for two-way trade, which is
expected to double by 2007 to $30
billion. We are committed to bring-
ing down tariffs to levels prevalent
in Asean countries to dismantle
unwarranted barriers and to expand
global capital flows,” he said.
Alluding to the demand for open-
ing up the retail sector to FDI, the
Prime Minister acknowledged there
were problems, but said: “Given the
immense opportunities in this area, it
is being debated within the govern-
ment. We will count upon a positive
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1ness Counc1
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Dr Manmohan Singh attends the Asean Business Advisory Council in Kuala Lumpur on Monday. — AFP

‘Hinvite Asean entrepreneurs 1o test the waters of our country. An act of investment
is an act of faith. | invite you to have faith in our system’

outcome in five or six months.”

The Prime Minister, who is meeting
Asean leaders tomorrow, said India
was aiming at a 9-10 per cent growth
rate. Promising to replicate the suc-
cess of highway expansion, currently
underway, he said the next sector
would be the railways.

The Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment would create freight corri-
dors on the Dethi-Mumbai and the
Dethi-Kolkata sectors. Dr Singh said
the Centre had already taken steps
to revamp the Urban Land Ceiling
Act as the property prices were too
high and was persuading states to do
the same.

Bangalore exception,
Bengal beacon!
Asked about, politicians trying to

THe 5,

-

&
f""’:‘,!N

interfere with business decisions,
such as with the modernisation of
the airport in Bangalore causing its
chairman, Mr Narayana Murthy, to
step down, Dr Singh said: “I cannot
promise there would not be any
problems. We are a functioning
democracy.”

The Prime Minister said Ban-
galore was one of the isolated exam-
ples and cited the example of West
Bengal where the Left Front govern-
ment was going out of its way to cre-
ate world-class facilities to attract
FDIL.

“Competition among states in
attracting investment is sending out
the right sort of signals in the minds
of our politicians,” Dr Singh said.

More reports on pages 2 & 9

Accolades for PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec. 12. — Dr Man-
mohan Singh is the “most qualified head
of government in the world”, the former
Asean Secretary-General, Mr Ajit Singh,
said today. The accolades came as Mr
Ajit Singh spoke of the Prime Minister's
long impressive academic achievernents
and his career spanning from a
professor to a civil servant to a politician
and now the leader of the world's
largest democracy, while welcoming Dr
Singh to a Special Leaders Dialogue of
the Asean Business Advisory Council in
the Malaysian capital.

Responding to the compliment, the

- Prime Minister said Mr Ajit Singh was

an old friend. 1 believe it is customary to
praise one’s friends. | have known him
for many years” — PTI



NERR.
Test of credibility
CM sustains pressure to protect IT ¢, -(,

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee cannot be blamed for not mis-
sing a single opportunity to attend programmes relating
to the IT sector. It is an achievement his government show-
cases so prominently that the Congress leadership calls him
the country’s best chief minister. That does not remove the
contradictions that erupt again and again — the latest being
on the occasion of Infocom 2005 on Thursday — when he
refers to disruptions in this sector. The ghost of 29
September haunts him. His reputation for being a realist,
and aggressive efforts to woo outstation investors had taken
a severe beating when Sector V in Salt Lake, hub of the IT
industry, experienced the wrath of Citw’s disruptionists.
Since then he has taken his case to his party’s central com-
mittee without getting a clear assurance that strikes in the
IT industry will be finally banned. It is curious that such
decisions have to await the green signal from party bosses.
In this case, the green signal is yet to arrive. So how can the
chief minister declare with conviction that his government
will ensure that IT is a public utility service that m
remain open 24 hours, 365 days of the year? What gkGut -

the other voices? t &\

The positive development is that Bhattacil rjee proves
something of a fighter within his own ranks. It is difficult to
imagine that all this is posturing which will disappear the
moment Citu gives the next call for a general strike. He is far
too committed to industry leaders to allow Left unions to
proceed with their agenda to protect thousands of IT work-
ers who they believe “work like slaves”. The chief minister’s
concession to them is a preference for the word “worker” in
official communications instead of “labour” which he finds
suggestive of “slavery”. For the rest he can only hope they
will not put him on a credibility test. On the other hand,
neither Alimuddin Street nor Citu leaders are expected to
make public statements discarding strikes — that would
have a disastrous impact on vote-banks. What they may do
is to quietly fall in line —just as the Left has, by and large,
done after the UPA has slashed the EPF interest rate. Even
discreet silence from unions serves the chief minister’s
objective well enough. It gives him something to be proud
about on his “business trips”. '

%
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Adhir arrest kicks up storm

Debasis Sarkar
{'} S~ J
SILIGURI 20 NOVEMBER n N
X

Saturday with the arrest of Con-
gress MP Adhir Choudhury, the
blue-eyed boy of Pranab Mukher]ee
and Priya Ranjan Das Mun-
shi, is rolling over a fath-
oms-deep political focal
point. It is going to take long
¢ to getsettled.
Though the MP was
© granted bailin the case relat-
ing to an attempt to murder
and rioting, one of the two
main pertaining cases, he s
was taken into jail custody till the 28th
of this month, as his bail petition on the
second case relating to the murder of
Hanif Sk and Laltu Sk was rejected.
During the proceedings, Prasant
Saha, additional public prosecutor

I T seems the vortex that began on

p leaded on b al}‘bf the governmemnt
to have more timme 1o gather all requi-
site papers. On the other hand, the
team of advocates of Choudbury la-
belled the ‘confessional statement,’
made by eatlier arrested Mukhtar Sk in
connection to the twin murder case as
‘influenced,” ‘doctored’ and
‘motivated.” The arrest war-
rant against Choudhury was
issued mainly based upon
the confessional statement.

Under the unprecedent-
ed security arrangements
on Sunday, the only state-
ment that media could have
3 directly from Choudhury
was hlb all egation of ‘improper’ treat-
ment by the state police. "I was not al-
lowed to even have newspapers or to
talk to my relatives,” he said. However,
the arrest of Choudhury immediately
after the resignarion and surrender ot

Left Front minister Narayan Biswas
wanted on a 22-year old case, clearly
posseses a big political implication.

The ongoing initiative of a section of
Congress senior leaders having
Choudhury in the forefront, to develop
an in-party pressure group for the for-
mation of unofficial alliance with the
Trinamul Congress for next year’s As-
sembly election, was something but
too unpalatable for the state Left Frout.

While Mamata wave made things
difficult for Congress in south Bengal,
CPIM had to loose parliamentary and
Zilla Parishad seats in Murshidabad
due to Adhir. Eventually, Left Front
became adamant to stop the possible
handshaking of Mamata and Adhir
that could develop an anti-left synergy
of two strong forces. The situation
prompted the Lefts to lubricate gov-
ernment machineries to get Choud-
hury behind the bars fast.

Che Loonoiiicc
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HT Correspondents
Kolkata/New Delhi/Berhampore, November 19

A MONTH after a Murshidabad court is-
sued non-bailable warrants against him
and his wife Arpita in connection with
the murders of a hotel-owner and his son
on July 24, Congress MP from Berham-
pore Adhir Chowdhury was arrested on
Saturday by a joint team of Bengal and
Delhi Police personnel from his South Av-
enue residence in the capital.

Taken first to the Chanakyapuri police
station and produced then in a local court
for transit remand, the MP was brought lat-
er to Kolkata by an evening flight and tak-
en to Murshidabad by road to be produced
in the local court by Sunday morning.

When the police picked him up, Chowd-
hury vehemently denied any involvement
in the twin murders and stressed that he
had been away in Delhi on the day. Even
after chief judicial magistrate of Mur-
shidabad A K. Pal had issued the warrant
against him, Chowdhury refused to sur-
render, stayed on in Delhi and dared the
Bengal police to arrest him. The case

againsWs a plot hatched by the
ok

CPI(M) in connivance with a pliant state
police to counter his party’s surging pop-
ularity in the district, he said.

Information and broadcasting minister
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, who travelled
to Kolkata by the same flight with Chowd-
hury, said the MP’s arrest was a “conspir-
acy” and a “heinous crime” by the ruling
party against the Congress.

Pradip Bhattacharya, acting president
of the state Congress, who had already

WITH LAWMAKER

spoken to Pranab Mukherjee, was equally
supportive. “There is a political motive
behind Adhir’s arrest. We will fight the
conspirators politically,” he said.
Meanwhile, when news of Chowdhury’s
arrest reached Murshidabad, Congress
leaders made a beeline for the party office
and held an emergency meeting. Outside,
party workers took out processions, repli-
cated across the district, and demanded im-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

PTI
Adhir Chowdhury being escorted to the police station after his arrest in New Delhi on Saturday by a joint team of Delhi and Bengal cops.

ADHIR NABBED

State Congress chalks out protest strategy

mediate release of the MP, saying he had
been falsely implicated in the case.

Throughout the day, slogan-shouting
Congressmen blocked district roads and
NH 34. They also disrupted train services.
The party’s district unit called a 12-hour
Murshidabad bandh on Sunday and be-
gan preparations for protest marches dur-
ing the bandh.

. The leaders also urged their counter-
parts in the adjoining districts of Nadia,
Birbhum and Malda to organise similar
demonstrations and rallies to protest the
“conspiracy” against Chowdhury. The
police on their part began making special
arrangements so that there is no breach
of peace when the MP is produced in
court on Sunday morning.

The CPI(M) denied any role, let alone
any conspiracy, in Chowdhury’s arrest.
The MP had been arrested on criminal,
not political, charges, it said. “It has got
nothing to do with politics,” CPI(M) state
secretary Anil Biswas said in response to
Congress allegations that his party had
influenced the state police to frame false
charges against the MP.

See also Kolkata Live, p4




“CONG MP TO PAY RS 52 CR FOR 90% STAKE

Great Eastern

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Nov. 16. —
After two decades and

much  hassle, Great
Eastern Hotel, a city
landmark, has been sold
to a private player,

Bharat Hotels Limited,
owned by controversial
hotelier and Congress
Rajya Sabha member, Mr
Lalit Suri.

The cabinet standing
committee on industry
today held a meeting on
both the technical and
financial bids submitted
by three bidders —
Swedish  hotel chain
Ramuk Scan AB, Unitech
Universal Ltd, run by the
Radisson hotels group,
and Bharat Hotels Ltd.

“We have decided to
hand over Great Eastern
Hotel to Bharat Hotels
Ltd within November as
they have quoted Rs 52
crore, the highest bid for
90 per cent stake in the
hotel,” said Mr Nirupam
Sen, state minister for
industrial reconstruction
and public enterprises
and commerce and indus-
tries.

The chief minister said
this would send a positive
message to investors and
added that the deal was
transparent.

Asked why the hotel

9%\ 'LVO‘

“sold to Suri

M Handover in November

Deal dossier
B Reserve price for 90 per cent stake Rs 27.40 crore ©

e * k

[ Another Rs 120 crore promised by buyer for face ln‘t

-was handed over to some-

one with a tainted past,
Mr Sen said: “We are not
concerned about the per-
son.

“We have considered
the performance of a reg-
istered company, its
turnover, capability to
run the hotel and debt
equity ratio.”

He said Pricew-
aterhouseCoopers  was
engaged to study the
technical bid submitted
by the three bidders. The
reserve price for 90 per
cent stake was Rs 27.40
crore and Bharat Hotels
had quoted a price well
above it. “They will pump
in another Rs 120 crore
for modernisation and
giving the hotel a new
look.”

The state government
has reserved 10 per cent
stake for itself. A senior
official will represent the
government on the board
of directors and see that
the facade of the building
is not changed as it is a
hotel with heritage status.
The name should not be
changed and the hotel
stake cannot be trans-

ferred for a perlod of at
least three years, Mr Sen
added.

He said the employees
would get their salaries
till November and get all
their dues by the first
week of December.,

In the late 1980s, trans-
port minister Mr Subhas
Chakraborty, who then
held the tourism portfo-
lio, first mooted the idea
to sell the hotel to
French hotel chain —
Accord Asia Pacific. But
owing to stiff resistance
from Citu and Intuc, he
had to give up the idea.

When Mr  Manab

"Mukherjee became the

tourism minister, he too
tried to sell the hotel, but
private players showed no
interest thanks to vehe-
ment oppaosition from the
unions.

Mr Dinesh Dakua, the
present tourism minister,
went on record saying the
state could not afford to
spend about Rs 35 lakh a
month on salaries of the
400-odd hotel employees.

Later, the task of pri-
vatising the hotel fell on
Mr Nirupam Sen.
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We cannot accept globalisation at the
cost of our self-reliance: Buddhadeb

Last week Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee stepped into his sixth year as Chief

Minister of West Bengal. He has successfully met two Assembly elections
and will face another election next year. In an interview, the veteran leader
of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) says “it’s time now to change our

mindset.” Excerpts:

Marcus Dam

West Bengal seems to be on a new course
under your stewardship. You are largety
believed to have given the much-needed
thrust to industry in a bid to take the
economy forward. What sort of targets have
you set yourself in his direction?

We need more Foreign Direct Investment
in the State. The figure has kept growing
over the past few years but is still only be-
tween 12 to 15 per cent of the total invest-
ments made ... not more than 15 per cent.
Investments are coming in, being made by
the Americans, Japanese, Chinese, Indone-
sians. But we will have to perform in order to
be able to attract more FDI in industry and
infrastructure.

As for domestic investment the situation
is changing for the better. The Tatas, Amba-
nis and Hindujas are coming, particularly in
the four sectors of iron and steel, petro-
chemicals, information technology, and
agro-business. Investors, both in the coun-
try and overseas, now consider West Bengal
a suitable destination.

It has, however, been a late start, would you
not think?

We did commit certain wrong things in
the past. There were investors really afraid
of trade unions here. But things have
changed. The word “gherao” is our contribu-
tion to the Oxford dictionary. [laughs]. I am
in constant touch with our senior trade
union leaders and keep telling them that it is
now a different situation.

On one side trade unions have a right to
carry out trade union activity. We don’t want
slave-labour, policies like hire and fire. Ours
is a Government with its responsibilities to-
wards the poor. But at the same time I tell
[trade union leaders] they must behave. If
you do not behave companies will close, you
will lose your jobs.

The quality of production is not only the
headache of the management. I am trying to
send this message across, at all levels.

Have you been successful?

Not totally, but things are changing. We
still have some problems in certain trade
unions. Recently, some unfortunate things
happened that concerned the IT sector [pro-
bandh supporters preventing IT employees
from going to work on September 29, the day
the Left trade unions had called a nation-
wide strike]. But I have subsequently as-
sured the 1T sector authorities that no out-
sider will be allowed to create any
disturbances within the sector.

Trade unions, the Government and the
Party should move together, otherwise it
will be very difficult.

Can one assume you are getting adequate
support from your party [Communist Party
of India (Marxist)] in this regard?

As far as the party’s State Committee is
concerned I’'m getting all help. There may be
some differences in certain areas regarding
trade unions in the IT sector, whether the
sector should be treated as any other indus-
try. Then there are questions over the pro-
posed special economic zone in the State.
There are certain differences but I do not
think they pose any major problem.

Everyone understands what is what. It’s
time to change our mind-set.

Unlike your senior cofleagues in the party's
highest echelons you, as Chief Minister,
need to address a separate set of

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee: “Ours is a Government with its responsibilities
towards the poor.” - PHOTO: ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

compulsions - those of governance. How
difficult is the situation?

In our party our Chief Ministers [we have
two in the Polit Bureau] do not go beyond
the line determined by the party leadership.
Ido not like to do otherwise. )

We have our decision-making process —
the Polit Bureau, the Central Committee.
But, at the same time, I have to discharge my
responsibilities as Chief Minister. So I take
my decisions within the overall policy
framework of my party. This is my position
— sometimes difficult. We want FDI, a re-
structuring of certain undertakings; in such
matters [ have the full support of the Central
Committee. In some other areas differences
had arisen — whether we take financial as-
sistance from international agencies like the
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank.
We have discussed this and have clinched
the issue.

Looking back over the past five years, how

do you assess the performance of your
Government?

Firstly, we have been able to continue our
success in agriculture. Basically our agricul-
tural sector is better than in any other part
of the country. Secondly, the investment cli-
mate is changing for the better. Earlier there
was a serious image problem and apprehen-
sions among industrialists as well as foreign
companies. This has changed over the past
five years.

On the other side, we need to improve our
performance in sectors like health, educa-
tion, transport, roads, irrigation. My advice
to those in my Government is: “Be respon-
sive and responsible.”

Looking into the future, we need to con-
solidate our success in agriculture. We have
to ensure food security for the people and
see that foodgrain production does not fall.
The emergence of horticulture and agri-
business will have to be facilitated.

Q
1,

V

5
1 g
The most important thing I am trying is
addressing the needs of the poorest of the
poor in urban and rural areas. Ours is a Left
Front Government and we must give pri-
ority to the demands of the poor. At the same

time, we have to fulfil the dreams of the

younger generation — those coming out of
our colleges and technology institutions and

joining knowledge-based industries, like IT,
biotechnology. This generation is the torch-
bearer of the 21st century, not us.

This generation is also caught in the thick of
the debate over the terms of acceptance of
globalisation imperatives.

None can stop globalisation. This is the
objective factor and we have to accept this.
Yet, globalisation has many dimensions:
globalisation of knowledge, communica-
tions, so on and so forth.

But there is need for caution too. We can-
not accept globalisation at the cost of our
self-reliance and our national economy. The
world is divided between the North and the
South. If globalisation only benefits the de-
veloped countries, if it is only for big capital,
then we have to be very cautious.

A debate has started in the World Trade
Organisation meetings. Developed coun-
tries are trying to impose certain conditions
on agricultural produce, patents, all of which
have affected the developing nations. We
cannot accept globalisation if it means fur-
ther concentration of capital at the cost of
poor countries.

The unrest in Nepal, the camps in which
militants on the run are sheitered in
Bangladesh, the Maoist threat in southwest
West Bengal ~ these have been matters of
concern to your Government. Has the Centre
been responsive enough to your anxieties?

On the question of developments in Nepal
and their fallout in our State I must say that
some positive developments have taken
place in Nepal recently. The Maoists have
declared a ceasefire, they have started a dia-
logue with leaders of the seven-party com-
bine and a section is considering entering
that country’s mainstream. All this aggre-
gates to some respite in North Bengal.

But certain activists of the Kamtapur Lib-
eration Organisation in North Bengal are
taking shelter in Bangladesh along with
those of ULFA with which the KLO has
links. The big question is: why is Bangladesh
allowing these terrorists to operate from
their side?

The Centre appreciates our concerns. I
have had talks on the matter with the Prime
Minister, the Union Home Minister and
even Sonia Gandhi.

ULFA is still very active in Assam and
there is always the possibility that the KLO
may regroup again with ULFA’s help. These
terrorist outfits are being patronised by the
ISI and we have sensitised our security
agencies accordingly.

As for the Maoist threat in the three dis-
tricts of the southwest, I would still insist
that they have failed to penetrate among our
people. They are sheltered on the Jharkhand
side, cross into our State to create disturb-
ances and flee back across the borders when
our police launch operations against the
militants.

Are you prepared to talk to the Maoist
leadership operating in the State if it gives
up violence?

No question. I am not going in for any
talks — with or without conditions.
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t is now a dim, distant
memory for him. In
February 1994, Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee
was thrilled that for-
mer Czech president
Vaclav Havel was in
Calcutta. Poet, playwright
and one-time communist
icon, Havel, like Mao Zedong
and Vladimir Mayakovosky,
was the stuff his dreams
were made of. It was another
matter that his party did not
cheer Havel, who had fallen
from its heroes’ gallery after
the Prague Spring of 1968,
when he criticised the Soviet
invasion of former Czecho-
slovakia.

But Bhattacharjee still
adored the man — for his lit-
erature. Havel’s visit to Cal-
cutta coincided with the most
dramatic phase in the Bengal
leader’s political life. Only a
few months ago, he had stun-
ned everyone by quitting the
Left Front ministry in a huff.
Neither he nor his party ever
explained why, but it was kno-
wn that Bhattacharjee was
stung by a remark made by
the then chief minister Jyoti
Basu. He took refuge in a
room at Nandan, the Bengali
Left’s cultural hub, penning a
play called Doohsamay (Bad
Times).

That was also when the
Haldia petrochemicals proj-
ect was taking shape. This
was to be the biggest industri-
al investment in West Bengal
in many years and the first
big one for which the Marxist
government was desperate to
get private capital. For Bhat-
tacharjee, though, Haldia
was far less exciting than
Havel.

In the mid-1990s, when his
name came up as a possible
successor to Basu, he would

‘ Heis
Bengal’s
best brand
ambassador ,

Anthony Salim

be dismissive. “I'm not the
right choice for that chair,
which makes you do all kinds
of things,” he would say. No-
body doubted his sincerity or
his honesty when he said
that.

New mantra

Today, as he completes five
years as chief minister, the
best way to get him into a
spirited conversation is to
ask him about his plans to
bring new industries and in-
vestments to Bengal. For the
shy, middle-class Bengali who
never felt comfortable in the
company of rich people, let
alone industrialists, now
dreams of persuading in-
vestors from the far corners
of India and abroad to set up
shop in Bengal. He has al-
ways been uneasy about
corporate ways but has chan-
ged enough to understand the
importance of aggressively
marketing his state. When he
is not doing so, he gets his
ministers to do the job.

Right now power minister
Nirupam Sen, is in China to
discuss with the government
and entrepreneurs there a
clutch of proposals for Chi-
nese investments in Bengal.
Finance minister Asim Dasg-
upta leaves next week for Am-
erica on a similar mission.
“We started late not only in
information technology (IT)
but also in setting up new in-
dustries. We are in a hwrry to
make amends for lost time,”
says the chief minister.

The IT industry, towering
new high-rises, shopping
malls and multiplexes, the
flyovers and improved roads
in Calcutta and beyond, up-
coming urban centres and
new industrial projects in the
districts — the signs of
change are unmistakable.
But the chief minister is im-
patient for more, that too at a
quicker pace.

So what is responsible for
the change in Bhattacharjee?
“It’s the new responsibility in
anew environment,” he smil-
es, sitting in a cubicle in the
party office on Alimuddin St-
reet and puffing at a cigarette.

If big entrepreneurs have
started investing in Bengal,

that is Sa.. .0 be becaus yof
the faith they now have in
Bhattacharjee and his vision
for Bengal. “Everything said,
it’s his persona that has creat-
ed this faith,” says RPG group
vice-chairman Sanjiv Goen-
ka, adding: “Everyone can
see that he’s sincere, trans-
parent and action-oriented.”
Goenka has no hesitation in
describing him as “the best
chief minister in the coun-
try”, echoing Wipro boss
Azim Premji.

When he went to Jakarta
last August to finalise the
Salim group’s projects in
Bengal, Anthony Salim had
much the same to say about
him. Asked what attracted
his group to Bengal, the In-
donesian business tycoon
replied: “It’s the chief minis-
ter. He is Bengal's best brand

ambassador.” To Sanjay Bud-
hia, the Confederation ¢” ™-
dian Industry’s head ot .ue
national committee on ex-
ports, he is Bengal's “change
agent”,

To be sure, businessmen
rarely say negative things
about a chief minister. In his
time, Basu too was hailed by
the business community. But
Bhattacharjee is very differ-
ent from Basu. He not only
loves literature and films but
watches and talks about foot-
ball and cricket. His smiling
face and easy manner are in
sharp contrast with Basu's
grim visage and imposing
presence. “He can be impul-
sive — sometimes to a fault —
and is easily flustered. Basu
was so cool that one didn’t
know what his real feelings
were,” recalls a former chief

secretary of the str-e.who
worked "vith hothme
*

Money talks

Bhattacharjee, however, un-
derplays his own role in Ben-
gal’s slow but steady
makeover: “My policies are
the continuation of the poli-
cies adopted at the time of
Jyoti Basu. We adopted a new
industrial policy back in 1994.
My government runs.on the
basis of programmes charted
out by the Left Front.”

True. Two of the biggest
new industrial projects in
Bengal — the Haldia petro-
chemicals and the Mitsubishi
chemicals projects — were
set up during Basu’s tenure at
the helm. And in the CPI(M)’s
scheme of things, no individ-
ual is bigger than the party.

A~

Bhattacharjee’s change ulti-
mately reflects the changing
face of the CPI(M). Most im-
portant, Bhattacharjee’s rei-
gn began at a time when eco-
nomic liberalisation in India
began to come of age. He has
had the advantage of the dra-
matically changed times.

In politics, particularly in
Marxist Bengal, it is not
enough to earn the investor’s
confidence. No one knows
that better than the chief
minister. The controversy
over the Salim group’s pro-
posed investments in a spe-
cial economic zone is an indi-
cation of what political chal-
lenges he still has to face and
overcome. It was not only Ma-
mata Banerjee who was up in
arms against the project; the
first revolt came from the
Jand reforms minister, Abdur

very fine, but we in the Left
cannot allow poor people to
feel that employers can take
away their rights with im-
punity. We want new indus-
tries, but we want these to
help the people and obey our
laws,” says Manju Mazum-
dar, secretary of the West
Bengal unit of the CPI. He
would like the government to
do much more to revive the
state’s small and traditional
industries. “IT companies
can wind up their operations
tomorrow, but local compa-
nies will be here to stay, pro-
viding employment to many
more people and creating
more wealth for the state than
a handful of IT companies,”
he adds.

tre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU). He made no secret of
his anger at CITU forcing a
strike in the IT industry at
Calcutta’s Salt Lake area on
September 29. He almost took
it as a personal affront — not
only had his government
given the IT industry special
status in its IT policy of 2002;
but it had been exempted
from a previous strike, rais-
ing hopes for a new political
culture in Bengal.

CITU’s intransigence only
prompted him to take the
issue to the party’s politburo.
Couched in party rhetoric
over trade union rights, the
new direction is clear — no
strikes can be forced on the IT
industry. What happened
with the debate over strikes

Miles to go in IT may well have set the
- stage for larger policy de-
Not ;hat only the opposition bates in the near future.
g%xit(ﬁs) and Ifhe If industry is
’s eft becoming the
Front partners ‘ chief minister’s
ar}‘:z sceptical of He can be success story,
Bhattacharjee's . = education iri
no-holds-barred 'mPUISIVe = Bengal is one
campaign to H failure. And it’s
pr(iingt qt;(l)ut an Sometl mes tO primarily due to
industri re- — his inability to
viﬁ/al in Bengal. a fal.“t and break ythe
T e t L] - ?,
chaﬂeng(e):ugh?(fﬁ IS eas“y g?tr‘:itly:ontrrcl)?agf
him has come — education. The

and still comes
— from his own

flustered ,

result: medioc-
rity rules in the

party. Molla’s , tate’ i

open criticism A former chief secre- :ya;ttzfiduca%ﬁré
of the Salim tary of West Bengal giate health sys-
project was only tem too is in no
symptomatic of the rum- better shape than what it was
blings within the party. five years ago. The work cul-

Bhattacharjee is anxious
to dispel the notion that his
pro-industry policies come at
the cost of the Left’s funda-

mental political commit-
ments. “It’s a myth that our
new agriculture policy
favoured contract farming or
even captive farming,” he
says. “We simply cannot di-
lute our policy that gave land
ownership rights to poor
farmers. And itisn't true that
we've shifted our focus com-
pletely from agriculture to in-
dustry. We are not fools to for-
get that 70 per cent of our peo-
ple live on agriculture.”

Yet he has serious prob-
lems with the ways of the
party’s labour wing, the Cen-

ture in government offices is
still a far cry from the “do-it-
now” mantra, with which he
began his term.

EVeTI §0, e IS SETTilg e
pace of reforms for his party
and the government and
identifying new areas for
more liberal policies. No won-
der then that Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh depends
much on him to make the
Centre’s reforms agenda ac-
ceptable to the CPI(M)’s lead-
ers in Delhi.

A new Bengal may still be
a promise. But Bhattachar-
jee’s success lies in creating a
new belief that he is doing
everything to try and fulfil

that promise. /

Rezzak Molla, who thought
that Bhattacharjee was
plumping for the uncertain
economic benefits from it at
the expense of agriculture
and poor farmers.

The Salim group’s proj-
ects were not the first that
met with such opposition and
they may not be the last.
When his government came
out with a new agriculture
policy two years ago, the agri-
culture minister, Kamal Gu-
ha of the Forward Bloc, was
the first Left Front leader to
have cried foul. The chief mi-
nister was not only selling
land to multinationals, crit-
ics said, but also taking away
the farmer’s right to their
land.

“Who doesn’t want indus-
tries in Bengal? Getting cer-
tificates from investors is all

sATfie 3T

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS

v 0lo the Chief Postmaster General, West Bengal Circle
»m"“f Yogayog Bhavan, P-36, C.R. Avenue, Kolkata-700012

Website : www.indiapost.org

R

/

Dak / Pension Adalat t
be held on 29.12.05 at 11
Chief Postmaster Gene

in Conference Room at 6th

number and the date of |
various Postal authorities

attend personally the Ada

Chief Postmaster General, West Bengal Circle, will

Yogayog Bhavan, P-36, C.R. Avenue, Kolkata - 700012

to all types of long pending complaints concerning Postal
Services of West Bengal, Sikkim States and Andaman
and Nicobar Islands and also the Pension claims of the
pensioners drawing Pension from Post Office. The
complaint must contain full details including reference

addressed to Shri M. Sengupta, A.P.M.G. (PG), office
of the Chief Postmaster General, West Bengal Circle,
P-36, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata - 700 012 so as
to reach on or before 21.11.05. The complainant should

above on the scheduled date and time.

o be presided over by the

.00 hrs. at the office of the
ral, West Bengal Circle,

floor. The Adalat will attend

etter received earlier from
. The complaint should be

lat at the venue mentioned

Sdl-
A.PM.G. (PG)

A new jo

Project) at Asansol fro

Passengers are req

more comfortable.

Nineteen (19) trains will be cleaned at Asansol
station during their schedule stop. This will ensure
a clean and comfortable travel to passengers.

co-operation in this venture to make their journey

urney towards

“CLEAN TRAVEL? at Asansol

Asansol division of Eastemn Railway in joint venture
with M/S Eureka Forbes Limited is going to start
“Clean Train Station” (An 1S0-9001:2000 Certified

m 14th November 2005

uested to extend full

In the first phase the trains which

will be cleaned are indicated below.
LIST OF TRAINS
3028 Dn 2024 Dn 2316 Dn
2322 Dn 3050 Dn 8184 Dn
5629/5929 Dn 3152 Dn 2382 Dn
3020 Dn 3026 Dn 2304 Dn
3074 Dn 2318 Dn 3008 Dn
5630/5930 Up 2328 Dn 8450 Dn
6309 Up

EASTERN & RAILWAY ¢
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Sfa‘tésman News Service

KOLKATA, Nov. 4. —
Two US Air Force KC-10
tanker aircraft landed at
NSC Bose Airport this
afternoon amid demon-
strations and  slogan-
shouting by CPI-M
activists both at the airport
and at the Kalikunda air
basc.

For the second consecu-
tive day, the CPI-M MP,
Mr Amitava Nandi, led
party comrades, some 350
of them, in front of the air-
port’s VIP gate to protest
against the 13-day joint air
_exercises planned from
Kalaikunda air base start-

ing 7 November.

Another 100 CPI-M
activists  demonstrated
outside Gate No. 2 of
Kalaikunda air station in
Midnapore West and
shouted slogans decrying
“the sale of Indian skies to
the USA”. Earlier, they
took out a procession in
the area. Meetings in dif-

ferent villages around the .

airstation were also organ-
ised. Processions were
taken out in Ghatal,
Daspur and Jhargram.
The two USAF aircraft
which  arrived  from
Japan’s Misawa air base
around 1. p.m. and 1.36
p.m. were parked in a sep-
arate bay closer to the air-

Red stir no dampner for
Indo-US air exercise '/ ..

ports’s international area.
They carried 81 airmen
and women and 22 crew
members. The USAF per-
sonnel were driven to a
city hotel on EM Bypass in

four luxury buses of Air- -
-India which left the airport

around 3.45 p.m. A large
police contingent was
deployed . at the hotel
where too CPI-M cadres

demonstrated.
Colonel J Paulk, US mil-
itary spokesman, said:

“About 250 USAF men
and women will arrive for
the exercises. About 100
arrived today and the rest
will join us with military
hardware, including 12 F-
16 aircraft, by tomorrow.”

T

-Mr Amit Kiran Deb,
chief secretary, told The
Statesman: “We have
received instructions from
the Centre and were asked
to provide police escort to
USAF personnel enroute
the Kalaikunda air base.”
It is learnt that after
receiving such information
from the Centre, the chief
secretary held a high-level
meeting at Writers’ Buil-
dings with the state DGP,
ADG (IB) and the city’s
Commissioner of Police to
discuss security issues in
view of the USAF person-
nel’s arrival. An IAF offi-
cer ruled out abandoning
the exercises or shifting
them due to the protests.



uias to control over
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0% stake 1n Jessop

JAIDEV Majumdar
Kolkata, November 2

THE RUIAS are set to increase their
stake beyond 90 per cent in Jessop & Co
following the Union government's de-
cision to abstain from exercising its
right in the Rs 50-crore rights issue
that closed on November 1.

Pre-issue, the Ruias held 72 per cent
in Jessop, while the Centre owned
about 27 per cent and the remaining 1
per cent was in the hands of retail in-
vestors. With a fresh capital infusion of
Rs 50 crore, Jessop's paid-up equity
base will swell to Rs 59.5 crore, from Rs
9.5 crore earlier, and the company's net
worth is slated to become positive by
the end of the current fiscal.

According to the Ruia Group chair-
man PK. Ruia, Jessop is all set to delist
from the Board for Industrial and Fi-
nancial Reconstruction (BIFR) by
March 31, 2006 which was originally
the target when the Group took con-
trolling stake in the sick public sector
unit two-and-a-half years ago. After a
bout of capital restructuring exercises
initiated by the company, Jessop re-
duced its accumulated loss to Rs 32.5
crore in the beginning of 2005-06, from
Rs 118 crore earlier, by reducing its
paid-up equity capital to Rs 9.5 crore

5

Sure-footed

from Rs 95 crore.

"In spite of several court cases that
came in the way of the rights issue,
we're happy that the public part of the
issue was oversubscribed 1.8 times.
We're now certain that we will become
net worth positive by the beginning of
the next fiscal," Ruia told Hindustan
Times.

.

As per the scheme of things, post-is-
sue the Ruia Group will control 93-94
per cent in Jessop, while the govern-
ment's stake will be reduced to 3-4 per
cent. Talking about the government's
role in Jessop, Mr Ruia stressed that
the Centre always gave the Ruias a free
hand in running the company. "We
don't foresee any change in our work-
ing. We always had a free hand in run-
ning Jessop and that is bound to stay
the way it is," Mr Ruia said.

Jessop's rights issue kicked up a
storm recently when a series of court
cases were filed against it. The BIFR fi-
nally gave a breather to the company
on the proposed rights issue, exempt-
ing it from appointing merchant
bankers as per the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India's norms.

Ruia added that Jessop has recently
got a shot in the arm after the Orissa
High Court cleared its proposal to ac-
quire Hirakud Cables. The acquisition
is expected to trigger a forward inte-
gration for the Ruia Group's flagship
Jessop & Co's fabrication business. A
meeting, related to the nitty-gritty of
the takeover, is scheduled on Novem-
ber 5. Hirakud Cables is an Orissa gov-
ernment unit that specialises in
turnkey construction of transmission
lines for the power sector.



Narayan Biswas

{54

puts in

Oct. 31. — A party that time and again
resorted to strong-arm tactics while rul-
ing West Bengal yet never repented has
had to buckle under pressure from its
own district unit in South Dinajpur and
a relentless campaign by the Press. Mr
Narayan Biswas, CPI-M’s minister of
state for small-scale and cottage indus-
tries, tendered his resignation from the
Buddha administration this morning.

This is the first time since 1977 that a
CPI-M minister has had to step down
under the threat of a non-bailable arrest
warrant in a criminal case. His prayer
for anticipatory bail is pending at the
Calcutta High Court. The chief minister
accepted the resignation and promptly
forwarded it to Governor Mr Gopal
Krishna Gandhi who formally accepted
it in Darjeeling this evening.

CPI-M state secretary Mr Anil Biswas
argued that the move was part of his
party’s “six-month-old decision to clean
its image before the masses”.

“He will surrender before the district
court that issued a non-bailable warrant
in connection with a criminal case regis-
tered 22 years ago. The party will fight a
legal battle in court for Mr Narayan
Biswas. He is a victim of a political con-
spiracy”, the CPI-M state secretary
claimed. He even vouched for the “neu-
tral and clean image” of the state police

papers

Piling on pressure

KOLKATA, Oct. 31. — While Mr Anil Biswas
made it clear today that the minister will app-
ly for bail when he surrenders in court, sour-
ces said that Mr Narayan Biswas might cite
health grounds. He is reportedly suffering
from “piles”, and was duly escorted 1o a city
doctor by two government officials just two
days ago, when the police were allegedly
scouring Bengal for him! The state’s chief
electoral officer, Mr Debashish Sen, however,
said that Mr Biswas would be served notice
at his address listed in the voters’list as his
name figures in the list of 70,000 people who
have non-bailable arrest warrants against
them but are listed as absconders. Mr Sen
said that in accordance with the Election
Commission’s directive, Mr Biswas will have
to appear before the returning officer within
seven days of receipt of the notice for
hearing. if he fails, his name will be struck off
the voters’ list. And if he does appear, he will
have to prove to the RO that he was not
absconding but was present at the address
mentioned in the electoral roll. — SNS

that did not dare the CPI-M leader
despite having an arrest warrant.

Speaking to The Statesman over tele-
phone from Balurghat, the minister
said: “I am an ordinary worker of the
party and have acted in accordance with
its directive. I will continue to follow the
party’s instructions in future.

See PAPERS: page 5
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Bengal und

OUR BUREAU

Oct. 23: With the rain proving
relentless, the situation in
submerged south Bengal dis-
tricts worsened today and the
toll went up to 13.

Seven fresh casualties we-
re reported from East Midnap-
ore alone. The situation in par-
ts of North and South 24-Parg-
anas, Hooghly and Howrah
was described as “critical” wi-
th several rivers — the Kele-
ghai, Kapaleshwari, Baghai
and Chandia for example — fl-
owing above the danger mark.

Officials at Writers’ Build-
ings said this afternoon Egra,
Contai and Haldia of East
Midnapore, Keshpur, Sabong
Pingla, Narayangarh, Ghatal,
Mohanpur and Kharagpur of
West Midnapore, Pathar Prati-
ma and Sandeshkhali of Sou-
th 24-Parganas and Bagda, Mi-
nakhan and Bongaon of Nor-
th were some of the worst-aff-
ected areas.

Bhaku Ghorai, 35, died
today after a wall collapsed
in Khejuri, East Midnapore.
Rajabala, 70, whose paddy on
two-and-a-half bighas was de-
stroyed by the rain, died of a
heart attack.

In Ramnagar block, Kartik
Jana, 50, also died of a heart
attack. A district official said
he, too, could not bear the hav-
oc rain played on his property.

At Bolpur in Birbhum, 15-
year-old Parvati Maddi died
while her brother Dibakar, 8,
was seriously injured when a
wall of their mud house gave
way. ‘

“Everything is over. We
haven’t had anything to eat for
three days,” said Lakshmi Pat-
ra, 60, of Bhavanichak village
in Egra. Sheikh Samsher of
Bagmari in Patashpur has be-
en marooned for the past three
days. “We have no water to dri-
nk. Relief hasn’t reached us,”
he said.

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
who is in Kanpur for a party
programme, called relief min-
ister Hafiz Alam Sairani and
sought a situation report. The
chief minister will visit the
flooded areas of East Midna-
pore on October 28.

District officials dubbed
the deluge worse than the one
in 1978. The CPM zilla parish-
ad chief, Niranjan Shee, said
over 65,000 people have yet to
get relief materials.

Health minister Surjya

HELD HOSTAGE: AT HOME OR IN THE MIDD

er Water,\cf'/y for help

Kanta Mishra visited some of
the affected areas and met dis-
trict officials. “1 have asked
the administration to see to it
that relief reaches the flood-
hit people. We are thinking ab-
out alternative crops in places
where standing crops were de-
stroyed,” he added.

About 22 lakh people have

been hit by the flooding in sou-
th Bengal. About 19 lakh of th-
em belong to the two Midna-
pores. Around 1.25 lakh people
are now housed in some 1,200
camps.

Sairani and irrigation mi-
nister Biswanath Chowdhury
today reviewed the situation
at a meeting with their depart-

mental officials.

“East Midnapore is the
most affected as water from
adjoining districts flows to
the sea through this district. If
the situation worsens, we will
seek assistance from the Cen-
tre,” Sairani said.

In Hooghly, fresh areas at
Khanakul and Goghat were in-

undated as the Damodar Vall-
ey Corporation (DVC) released
water, Officials said the Mund-
eshwari, Damodar and the
Darakeshwar are in spate.

In four days, Kakdwip in
South 24-Parganas has receiv-
ed a maximum rainfall of 581
mm, while Amgachhia and Sa-
bong in West Midnapore have

' o

rings loud

LE OF A ROAD

(Clockwise from top left) An uprooted tree being chopped to
clear Jessore Road on Saturday. A woman looks out of
her house at Kundi village in Egra, about 190 km from
Calcutta, on Sunday and a flooded road on the way to
Digha. Pictures by Soumen Bhattacharjec, Reuters and Naresh Jana

got 512 and 412 mm of rain.

About 150 migratory birds
have died in Nadia in the past
two days, forest officials there
said today. The birds had just
arrived at Kuchiadanga villa-
ge in Karimpur, on the bank of
the Jalangi river, about 190 km
from Calcutta.

“Feathers and wings of the

dead birds will be sent to Cal-
cutta for tests to identify their
species and the cause of the
deaths,” said Sourendra Pal,
the divisional forest officer of
Nadia and Murshidabad.

In Burdwan, standing am-
an crops on 4.36 lakh hectares
are under water for the past
six days.




Flood

KOLKATA, Oct

23—
More than 22 lakh people
have been affected by
floods and flood-like situa-
tion across four districts in

West Bengal following
incessant rains which
lashed the state for the
past five days, the govern-
ment said today.

The rains have claimed
cight lives so far. The
administration, however,
has put the toll at four.

“Heavy rains across the
state have affected East
Midnapore, West Midna-
pore, North 24-Parganas
and South 24-Parganas
and parts of Howrah and

&

affect 22 lakh

A

\0

Purul;;/. enty-two lakh
people have been affected
across these districts, of
which 19 lakh people are
in East and West Mid-
napore alone,” state relief
minister, Mr Hafiz Alam
Sairani, said today after a
high-level =_meeting at
Writers” Buildings.

The meeting, which was
also attended by state irri-
gation minister, Mr Biswa-
nath Chowdhury, was call-
ed to review the flood situ-
ation in the state. “We have
opened 1,200 relief camps
across the affected districts
where nearly 1.25 lakh peo-
ple have been provided
shelter,” Mr Sairani said.

A relief contingency
fund of Rs S lakh has been

e STATEMAY

AN

set up for East ?\r’ﬁdnapore,
where all the rivers are
flowing above the danger
level, the minister said.
Similarly for Howrah and
Purulia districts, a relief
contingency fund of Rs 1
lakh and Rs 2 lakh respec-
tively have been set up, the
minister said. He added
that among the worst
affected areas, Sabang had
received 412 mm of rain-
fall in the past four days,
while Kakdwip received
581 mm of rainfall.

The chief minister, Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee, who is presently in
Kanpur, also called up his
Cabinet colleague on the
flood situation today, an
official said.

in Bengal

“In Kolkata and its out-
skirts, too many areas are
still under water and weath-
er officials have told us that
the rains would continue
for another 48 hours. If the
rain continues for another
day then we would request
the Centre to send a moni-
toring teain to assess the
situation in the state,” Mr
Sairani said.

The irrigation minister
said 46 pumps in the
department’s Chowbhaga,
Uttarbhag and Keorapukur
pumping stations are being
used to drain out water
from various areas of South
and North 24-Parganas.

-More reports on
Kolkata Plus
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Salim asked to spread
=" Foreign investors kgn: Bosu

KOLKATA, Oct. 21. — In
the wake of the controversy
over bulk land acquisition
for Salim projects, the state
government has asked the
group’s CEO, Mr Benni
Santasso, to set up the pro-
posed health and knowl-
edge city-cum-township
and commercial hub in dif-
ferent locations in the
northern suburbs which will
be close enough to ensure
smooth connectivity. It was
initially planned to have the
projects at one place,

“The government wants
them to plan the health and
knowledge park et al in a
decentralised manner. This
will make land acquisition
easter. We have no idea
how much land will be
required for the projects.
The search for sites will
begin only after we receive
the DPR from them,” the
industries secretary. Dr

out

G 0

KOLKATA, Oct. 21. — Investors from other countries, including
the USA, are willing to set up projects in West Bengal, former
chief minister Mr Jyoti Basu said today. He was talking to repo-
rters after a meeting of the CPI-M secretariat. Describing the Op-
position as “iresponsible” and “anti-development”, Mr Basu said
the finance minister, Mr Asim Dasgupta, would visit the USA next
month and meet entrepreneurs there. The industries minister, Mr
Nirupam Sen, will also go fo China for the same purpose. — SNS

Sabyasachi Sen, said today.

The government is giving
priority to the 2.500-acre
Special Economic Zone-
cum-Industrial Park in So-
uth 24-Parganas, as well as
the four-lane road connect-
ing Raichak with Barasat.
But land for the projects
will be acquired and leased
out to the Indonesian
investors “only in phases”
after getting a similar DPR.

Maintaining that identifi-
cation of land for the SEZ
is yet to be finalised, the
secretary pointed out that it
would be difficult for the

Salims to fine-tune the final
TADD eofele e il e

B RPN

being identified.

The industries secretary
and the West Bengal Indu-
strial Development Corpo-
ration MD, Mr Gopalkri-
snan, held talks with Mr
Santasso and his team at a
city hotel. They signed the
agreement on behalf of the
government leasing out
and giving formal posses-
sion of 65 acres to the
group for its motor-cycle
unit at Uluberia.

“As long as they enjoy the
government’s support, they
feel unperturbed,” Mr
Gopalkrisan said after
meeting Mr Santasso. The
state urban development

proj ects

.v"’q) ..
minister, Mr Asoke Bhatt-

acharya, also spoke to the
Salim chief regarding the
group’s proposed township
project in west Howrah.
The chief minister as well
as the industries minister
had earlier said that 5,100
acres would be required for
the projects. This triggered
apprehensions among far-
mers and led to agitations.

Mr Santasso, accompa-
nied by Mr Prasun Mukhe-
rjee and Mr Anton Aditya
Subowo, left for Singapore
by a Singapore Airlines
flight which left NSC Bose
airport around midnight.

His arrival was marked by |

an almost unprecedented
security arrangement from

the airport to the city !

yesterday. His departure
was in sharp contrast, with-
out any visible security
arrangement along the
way. He was led to the air-
port by police escort.
Another report

on page 7




" Left nod to 2 Salim projects

Puts Sensitive Plaﬁ\ﬁt%outh ZZ-P }Lganas

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: The Left Front on-

Thursday put its stamp of
approval on the two Salim
projects — a two-wheeler
factory at Uluberia and the
West Howrah township —
but kept in abeyance the
contentious  industrial-
cum-real estate projects in
South 24-Parganas.

South 24-Parganas is
difficult terrain, for it has
a large Muslim tiller pop-
ulation and Trinamul
Congress has been mak-
ing efforts to drum up sup-
port among people here
against the acquisition of
land. With the assembly
polls round the corner, the
survey and acquisition of
these lands could be a sticky
affair. Mamata Banerjee has
already sounded a war cry
against Salim and linked up

with the Jamiat-e-Ulema-
Hind, stoking up passions
in South 24-Parganas.

The decision to show
green light to the remaining
mega projects was taken at
a Left Front meeting on

With the polls round
the corner, the survey

and acquisition of land

in South 24-Parganas
can be a sticky affair

Thursday, hours before Ben-
ny Santoso, Salim executive
director, landed in the city.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
made a presentation on his
government’s policy on in-
dustrialisation.

“On the basis of our dis-
cussions, the Front partners
reached a consensus on the

THE TiES OF INDIA

[

4s On Hold
n
Uluberia two-wheeler plant,”
LF chairman Biman Bose
said. “Partners have given
the green signal to the gov-
ernment to start work.” The
West Howrah township proj-
ect was finalised over 12 years
- ago. “But on other subjects,
now at a discussion stage,
we’ll prepare a agenda and
take them up again,” Bose
said. He didn’t make a ref-
erence to the South 24-Par-
ganas project, which in-
cludes a knowledge city,
comprising an IT and
biotech park, a health city, a
residential colony and a high-
way. The Front laid down
norms to be followed for
handing over land for indus-
trial projects. “Only fallow
land and plots on which cul-
tivation isn’t possible will be
diverted for development
projects. But there may be
exceptions,” Bose said.
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Benni slips

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Oct. 20. — It can
only happen in Bengal. An
investor comes calling for busi-
ness deals that can directly
employ 3,000 people. But his
every movement necessitates
unprecedented security resulting
in a cat-and-mouse game between
the police and those who had
issued threats to prevent him
from entering the city.

This  cat-and-mouse  game
involving use of dummy convoys to
fool Miss Mamata Banerjee and
her party was played out since this
morning as Mr Benni Santasso of
Indonesia’s Salim Group touched
down at NSC Bose Airport. But as
the high drama unfolded, Miss
Banerjee’s threats - proved hollow
with the Trinamul chief retreating
without causing a scratch.

It all began when the special
flight CL-604 carrying Mr
Santasso landed around 10.55 a.m.
amid tight security. Immediately,
Mr Santasso, along with Mr
Prasun Mukherjee and Mr Anton
Aditya Subowo boarded two
Maruti Esteems. But first, an
Ambassador with a beacon light
drove out of the airport along with
police vehicles giving the impres-
sion that the visitors were in it.

Soon after, another convoy of
about 15 vehicles, including the

Maruti Esteem cars drove out. The.

convoy with ‘ihe visitors (uok the
Rajarhat-New Town-EM Bypass
route to reach the city while the
dummy convoy moved along VIP
Road, Beliaghata Main Road and
the EM Bypass. Finally, both con-
voys joined near Chingrihata and
drove to Taj Bengal hotel instead
of Grand hotel as announced ear-
lier. Policemen were deployed all
along the  route. Vehicles
approaching the airport were

checked to ensure no demonstra- ;
tor got near the terminal building.

Ms Banerjee reached the hotel
along with Mr Subrata Bakshi,
Trinamul leader at 12.55 p.m. The
main entrance to the hotel was
closed on her arrival. Miss
Banerjee said: “The visitor has
been put under house-arrest.
They have cheated the people by
bringing the visitors secretly
before time and by providing
unprecedented security cover,
which even a head of a state does
not get.”

However, police gave her and
other leaders the slip when Mr
Santasso was driven outin a convoy
at 2.17 p.m. for Writers’ Buildings.
where it reached at 2.30 p.m.

Miss Banerjee arrived there 10
minutes later and remained seated
in her car. Her lieutenants, Mr
Sougata Roy, Mr Sanjoy Bakshi
and Mrs Sonali Guha, arrived later
and shouted: “Salim go back.” All
three were arrested. Mr Pankaj
Banerjee was the next to arrive. As
he tried to enter the secretatiat, its,
central gate was closed. He then
engaged in a verbal duel with
senior policemen. After meeting
the chief minister, Mr Santasso wias
driven back to Taj Bengal and later
shiftdd to Grand hotel. .

. Miss Banerjee then addressed
an impromptu press conference
outside Writers’ Buildings. $he
claimed “moral victory” for the
“save farmers movement” spear-
headed by the Trinamul to protest
against the transfer of agricultural
land  for  industrialisation.
“Demonstrations against  Mr

Miss Mamata Banerjee

=/ chagtavad flight

-

leads a demonstration in front of Taj B:éngal on Thursday (left). The chief minister and Mr Benni Santasso address the media at Writers' Buildings. — Rajib De & Sailendra Mal

. 10.55 am. — Lands
- at NSC Bose Airportin

6.00 p.m. — Leaves
Writers' Buildings for

Taj Bangal

5.30 p.m. — Joint f
Press conference with
chief minister

400 p:m. — 90-minute
meeting with chief *,
minister begins )
3.15 p.m — Trinamul leaders Mr Pankaj
Banerjes, Mr Sougata Roy and Mr Subrata

o

- 1y

S0 A\ SENDING SANTASSO BACK... WELCOMING Him

11.05 am. — Loaves for T 11.50 a.m. - Comvoy
Bengal ift a copvay of 15 cars . -
ALL IN'A DAY'S WERK

12.55 p.m. — Mamata
"\ Banerjee and MLAs arrive
in front of Taj Bengal and -

demonstrate

; ’ 2.17 p.m. — Leaves
L. ¥ Taj Bengal for Writers'
o Buildings
2.30 p.m. — Arrives af
_Writers’ Buildings and
waits in conference room

2.40 p.m. — Mamata Banerjee and MLAs

reach Writers’ Buildings; Miss Banerjee .

Bakshi arrested in front of Writers' Buildings ~ remains in car while MLAs demonstrate

Santasso were not intended to
hurt him physically, but to drive
home the message that we won’t
allow him to make a fortune with
the blood of farmers,” she said.
The Trinamul chief even coined a
slogan: “Buddha Salim together
made for each other”.
Emboldened by the “success” of

the protest, the Trinamul, BJP and
10 other outfits, including the
Samajwadi Party and the NCP,
floated the Pashchim Banga Gan-
atantrik Front to “end 28 years of
Left Front misrule”. Miss Banerjee
is the chairperson and Mr Su-
nanada Sanyal, educationist, the
chairman of its advisory council.

KOLKATA, Oct. 20. — Mr Benni
Santasso’s talks with thg chief minister at

Writers’ Buildings today centred around
the Rs 250-crore two-wheeler factory at
Uluberia. The other projects that had
generated much political heat — the
2,500- acre SEZ, the health and knowl-
edge city and the 87 km road connecting
Barasat with Raichak — took a back seat.

The Salim CEO paid Rs 3.82 crore,
representing 50 per cent of the price of
the 65 acres allocated for the two-wheel-
er unit, paving the way for construction of
the factory from January. The chief min-
ister said the motorcycle named ‘Arjun’
would roll out from this unit after 18
months and would create direct jobs for
1,000 initiaily and later absorb another
2,000. Local plastic and battery units
would also supply components. The
Salim Group would finance the entire
project and float a subsidiary company,

in, Mamata left standing

L

———

"= Two-wheeler unit for now

Mahabharat Motorcycle Manufacturing
Company Pvt. Ltd, which would manu-
facture 5,000 motorcycles in the first
phase and 2 lakh later. The unit would
expand to another 20 acres in future. Mr
Santasso said they were open to Indian
partners. )

“We discussed only the motorcycle unit
as both sides were not prepared to discuss
the SEZ and health-knowledge city pro-
jects. Neither the Salims are ready with
their project reports nor have we identi-
fied the land required. The industry min-
ister, Mr Nirupam Sen, is on the job. But
land acquisition and other paperwork will
take time,” said the chief minister. He,
however, insisted that the projects would
not be kept in abeyance but indicated that
the final agreements might not be possi-
ble before the Assembly polls in next
May-June. “Election or no election, we
will continue to work on it,” said Mr
Bhattacharjee.

B See TWO-WHEELER: page 6




Buddha’s

men outwit
Mamata

HT Correspondent
Koikata, October 20

IT TAKES more than Mamata
Banerjee to stop Beni Santosa. “It
was all a tamasha,” the chief minis-
ter smiled, after he foiled Mamata’s
plans and signed a deal with the vis-
iting industrialist.

Indeed, his administration had
outwitted Trinamool protesters at
every stage of the prestige battle.
First, the Salim Group chief landed
three hours ahead of the announced
schedule, when the streets had too
few protesters to obstruct him.
Then, the government sent out a
mock convoy to distract Trinamool
Congress men at the airport. The ac-
tual convoy left a few minutes later.

Santosa arrived unchallenged at
his hotel. This was not Grand but Taj
Bengal. a last-minute, strategic cha-
nge by the government. Another ace
up the government’s sleeve was the
trip to Writers’. Santosa was on his
way at 2 pm though everyone thought
the meeting was to be at 5 pm.

Mamata had to content herself
with agitations at the hotel and out-
side Writers’. She refused to ac-
knowledge defeat, saying the gov-
ernment’s measures proved that it
had been scared of her protests. Be-
sides, she pointed out, it had never
been a fair contest — the govern-
ment had cheated.

Santosa’s actual arrival time had
been kept a secret from even top po-
lice officers, leave alone Mamata. The
chartered, eight-seat Cessna-90 flew
in from Delhi at 10.50 am instead of 2
pm. Guarded by hundreds of cops in
the visitor-restricted zone, Santosa
stayed in the airport till the mock
convoy had departed. At 11.05 am, he
left in a white Maruti Esteem, tailed
by 15 police vehicles and reporters.

By the time Mamata’s men gath-
ered their wits, it was noon. A small

di-

For Beni Santosa (with bouquet), things went as planned. Not so for Mamta Banerjee (right), Who sulked all day.

group led by Pankaj Banerjee
reached the hotel in a car and shout-
ed slogans against Santosa and the
government. Pankaj was arrested.
At 12.45 pm, Mamata turned up.
The hotel sltammed its gates in her
face. As she fumed, a heavily guard-
ed Santosa emerged at 2 pm, clad in
a black suit, white-and-blue striped
shirt and a blue tie. Mamata fol-

lowed him, parked outside Writers’

and continued to sulk in her car.
“A businessman? If Santosa was

truly one, the government should
have taken him through the main
road instead of taking the backdoor
in the dark of the night,” she said.

A police officer winked: “She’s be-
having like a girl who has been
cheated out of a toy”

Indeed, she had been tricked, not
just by the state but also by the ele-
ments and her own men. Very few
Trinamool activists appeared on the
route from the airport to the hotel,
partly because of the rain but main-

ly because most had planned to turn
up later in the day.

Not many ventured to the hotel ei-
ther, the exceptions including Sau-
gata Roy, Madan Mitra and Subrata
Bakshi, who were arrested along
with Pankaj. Pankaj was freed and
went to Writers’, only to be picked
up again. The sentries wouldn’t let
him in even when he cited his cre-
dentials — Leader of the Opposition
in the Assembly.

The protests were too few and far
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between to have any effect. Outside
Writers’, a lone woman stood with a
small black banner: “Get Out Sal-
im”. Near the Sealdah flyover, Swa-
pan Samaddar burnt an effigy of
Bhattacharjee and Santosa. How-
rah, the site of Salim’s upcoming
two-wheeler project, saw an agita-
tion. Trinamool men also blocked a
few Kolkata roads, but were easily
dispersed by the police who arrested
225 protesters.

See also Kolkata Live

Beni lands, makes light work

Sy D

Enter Arjun on

2 wheels, from
Mahabharat

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 20

ARJUN WILL emerge from Mahabharata, not once
but 2 lakh times a year. Arjun is the brand name of
the motorbike that the Salim Group will build at
Mahabharat Motorcycle Company Pvt Ltd, the
state’s first two-wheeler manufacturing unit.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and Beni Santosa
signed the final deal for the Howrah-based factory

~on Thursday. Salim’s other projects are not on

hold, the chief minister said after the hourlong
meeting. The health and knowledge cities, a spe-
cial economic zone and a four-lane expressway
would all come up in due course.

Salim’s Mahabharat, a fully owned subsidiary,
will invest Rs 250 crore and initially turn out 5,000
Arjun motorcycles a year and then increase the
output to 2 lakh. Construction begins in January
2006 and the unit starts production by June 2007. A
group of local companies will supply various com-
ponents, and there will be 3,000 niew jobs at the fi-

. nal stage, Bhattachariee said.

With Santos: at his side, a beaming Bhattacharjee
said Salim had handed over a ch~gue of Rs 3.82 crore
— 50 per cent of the cost of the 65 acres acquired for
the factory at Howrah’s Uluberia. The land will be
formally handed over on Friday by the WBIDC,
which has already acuired it from the owners.

For Salim’g projecis in North and South 24-Par-
ganas, Salim has not come up with detaiied re-
ports. The government too is yet to select all the
land reqtiired — 5,100 acres. - Industry wisister
Nirupam Sen was looking into land selectlon sa1d
the chief minister who reviewed with Santosa the
progress made so far. Sen would also finalise land
acquisition for the proposed four-lane, 87-km ex-
pressway connecting Barasat with Raichak.

“There is absolutely no question of postponing
the other projects. Elections or no elections, these
projects will come up in due course, and the state’s
industrialisation will go ahead. Nirupam Sen will
go to China in November to attract investments;
Asim Dasgupta will meet CEOs of big companies
in the US soon,” the chief minister said.

A three-member Salim team, along with top
state officials, had inspected sites for the SEZ —
2,600 acres — on October 9 and 10. A draft land-
scape map was passed on to Santosa on Thursdy
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Streets set for war
on Salim’s arrival

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 17

THE BATTLE over the Salim
Group’s deals will spill onto the
streets on Thursday.

From the airport to Grand Hote],
from the hotel to Writers’, Tri-
namool Congress activists will line
the streets to protest the arrival of
Beni Santosa, Salim’s chief execu-
tive, hoping to block him before he
inks his deals with the state.

They will not have a free run,
though. Alongside them will be hun-
dreds of policemen, with express or-
ders to ensure that the protesters
don’t cause any mischief during the
three-hour agitation from noon.

The cops will have the backing of
the CPI(M). The party has warmed
up to the challenge, promising to
hit back if the Trinamool protests
turn violent. It will be a U-turn for
the CPI(M) from its role in the
1970s, when the Left parties’ “Go
back McNamara” campaign had
forced a World Bank representative
to return from the airport.

The agitation has already upset
Santosa’s schedule. Sovandeb Chat-
topadhyay had planned to lead an
agitation in Howrah from Wednes-
day night to prevent Santosa from
inspecting the proposed site for a
two-wheeler factory. The visit has
been called off for security reasons.

Mamata Banerjee, who has
promised to lead her men on
Thursday, is certain that the show-

0.4 ik

Wil

down will be violent. “CPI(M)
hooligans want to disrupt our pro-
gramme,” she said. “I also have ev-
idence that the city police will car-
ry out a three-day security drill
near the airport from Tuesday. The
entire exercise is meant to prevent
us agitating on the premises.”

The CPI(M) did not deny the pos-
sibility of violence either. “Our
party will not sit idle if the admin-
istration is attacked. We will help
the administration and we have the
strength,” Anil Biswas said.

Mamata did not specify the sites
to be blocked, partly because she
was not sure about Santosa’s
schedule. The government, howev-
er, has identified potential trouble
zones: VIP Road, the Bypass, Park
Circus, Beckbagan Flyover, Park
Street, Chowringhee and BBD Bag.

Cops will take Santosa under
their charge the moment he lands,
escort him into a car and rush him
to Grand Hotel, taking a route lined
with other cops. More men will line
the route to Writers’, some in pick-
ets, some joining a mobile patrol.
They will keep an eye on markets,
bus stops and crowds, and restrict
gatherings. The arrangement
would be adequate, said Raj Kano-
jia, IG (law and order).

Even if Mamata’s supporters
fail to block Santosa’s route, the
state is worried about the signals
to the investor. The protesters plan
to burn effigies, shout slogans, boo
Santosa and show him black flags.

KEY PLAYERS

| Trinamool Congress

Party supporters will
agitate at major crossings.
We suggest that people,
particularly schoolkids, avoid
these streets during the

Famatd Baneries

they turn undemocratic or
attack the administration,
i itidle

Antl Biswas

. Buddhadeb’s government
Setting up a police ring to
protect Beni Santosa, who
will be taken by escort car
from airport to Grand Hotel.
Cops will line the road from
Grand to Writers’, watch
crowded places and restrict
farge gatherings




Buddha let down for out

Oct. 17. — After stirring
the hornet’s nest by expos-
ing partisan use of police
by ruling parties, “spine-
lessness” of top policemen
before politicians and mis-
use of government vehi-
cles, senior IPS officer Mr
Nazrul Islam. might have
expected a pat from his
boss, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, also an
-epitome of honest. politi-
cian and a fellow writer.
But Mr
wrong. Declaring his ver-
dict on Mr Islam’s explo-
sive exposure, a visibly

~peeved chief minister said N
BulldmgS'

at “Writers’

today: “All bogus.”

. It was clear that the IG,
known for his non-con-

Islam ~ was

formist attitudes both in
his professional life and
writings, could have found
vibes with the playwright
who had penned Dusomay

,(Bad Times) during his
temporary political self-,

exile -from bad world of
realpolitik. But with the
Assembly polls round the
corner, Mr Bhattachanee
in his new'avatar as the
CPI-M’s poll mascot only
echoed his party’s stance,
Accordingly, the state
chief secretary, Mr AK
Deb, and the home secre-
tary, Mr PR Roy, were
found more interested in
the procedural aspects
rather than on the core -
"issue$ raised in the-article.
“He had not taken any per-
mission before. writing
which is stipulated in ser-
vice rules,” a top official at

thg%bretanatﬁ sa d The

official, however, forgot the
fact that) many other 1AS,
IPS and. WBCS officials,
too, write regularly.

Meanwhile, ‘a senior

home department official -

revealed that Mr Islam’s
outburst was nothing new.
“While serving as the'DIG

(organisation) at Writers’

Buildings, he earned the
displeasure of many of the
fellow IPS-IAS officials as
well as ministers by trying
to stop thie misuse of gov-

“ernment cars.” Admitting

that the subordinate pofice
personnel had complained
the same to him, the offi-
cial, however, maintained
that what Mr Islam had
done was “unacceptable to
the government”.

By spilling the beags in
publxc, the rebel cop hardly

§p0ken"3mG |

has any agony aunt now
even among his colleagues.
“l don’t care whatever he

- has written. It is irrelevant

to me. and does not carry
any importance. None of
my colleagues have discus-

sed it with me,” said secre-

tary of the state IPS associ-

ation and DIG (PR) Mr

Harmanpreet Singh, Even

the Non-gazetted Police

Karmachari Samniti, which

had published Mr Islam’s’
article in the autumn num-

ber of its mouthpiece

Mangalpath, seemed to be

dragging its cold feet to

stand by him. “We carried

the article as we had invited

him to contribute. However

we do not agree wholly to

his viewpoints and made it

clear in our editorial com-
ments,” said Samiti treasur-

er Mr Tanmoy Banerjee.
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ANIL GIVEN FREE HAND TO QUELL DISSIDENCE

Party backs;

Buddha -

KOLKATA, Oct. 15. — The
Communist Party of India-Marxist’s
state committee today okayed the
industrial policy adopted by Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s govern-
ment, authorising the organisation’s
state secretariat to penalise any party
leader, legislator, minister or mem-
ber of Parliament opposing it.

These were among the major deci-
sions taken by the 76-member panel
at a seven-hour meeting presided
over by Mr Biman Bose to discuss
guidelines issued at the CPI-M state
conference in February and to draft
the party’s political strategy for the
2006 Assembly elections.

“You will see it when 1 take
action,” Mr Anil Biswas, state secre-
tary, said when asked whether criti-
cism or opposition would result in
expulsion. Nor did he say if the deci-
sion had been taken in view of some
recent censorious statements by the
transport ministcr, Mr Subhas
Chakraborty, and the land and land
reforms minister, Mr Abdur Rezzak
Molla.

“It’s unacceptable if someone
agrees with policies adopted at the
party’s meetings but chooses to be
critical of them in public,” said Mr
Biswas. It was clear, though, that,
with the state secretariat allowed to
bypass the state committee in taking
action against any recalcitrant lead-
er, Mr Biswas’s control of the organ-
isation would henceforth be more
pronounced than ever before. He

was instrumental in getting Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s line of
action approved by the state commit-
tee at its previous meetings.

Given that the Assembly elections
are set for 2006, the panel decided to
evaluate the CPI-M’s organisational
structure and to make up for its defi-
ciencies, if any.

The party’s district-level leaders
meet on 27 October and its munici-
pal chairpersons, the day after. There
will be a farmers’ rally at Jalpaiguri
in January and a mass rally in the
Brigade Parade Grounds on 8
January. The CPI-M also decided to
organise public resistance against the
pro-Greater Cooch Behar movement
and its allied activities in North
Bengal. “We will destroy these move-
ments at their roots. If the move-
ments get violent, the people will
resist these. Maoists will be battled
ideologically”, Mr Biswas said.
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“Left to lookYinto

;% land policy

after Salim viiqsit
Y% w

Mr Anif Biswas

KOLKATA, Oct. 14. — Left Front partners
will discuss their policy on land allotment
and. industries after representatives of the
Salim group visit the state, CPI-M state sec-
retary Mr Anil Biswas said.today. i

The team is slated to arrive on 19 October
and survey some areas in South 24-Parganas
which the government has earmarked as pos-
sible location for new projects. Mr Biswas
_said the Left Front meeting would take place
on 20 or 21 October.

“The government acts on a policy that is
acceptable to the Left Front partners. And in
this case we will take the opinion of all par-
ties before forming a policy on use of agri-
cultural land,” Mr Biswas said.

The matter is also likely to come up at the
state committee meeting of the CPI-M
tOmMOrTow. T

Tomorrow’s meeting has been called to
review the guidelines that- the party had
framed at the state confergnce at Kamarhati
in Qctober. It was decided at that time that
the guidelines for the party will be reviewed
every six months. - . ,

Mr Biswas claimed that the Trinamul
Congress had failed to generate public opin-
ion against allotment of agricultural land to
the Salim Group.

“It also tried to add communal colour to
the issue with the help of a minority group. .
But there were no takers,” said Mr Biswas.
On Miss Mamata Banerjee's allegation that
the Salim Group has offered handsome
funds to the Left parties, Mr Biswas said:
“They take money- from industrialists. We
survive on public donation and subscrip-
tion.”

The Trinamul Congress today reiterated
its charge that the CPI-M is offering a red
carpet welcome to the Salim Group for
“bogus” industrjalisation so' that the party
gets funds from the group before the state
Assembly elections scheduled for early next
year. Replying to Mr Biswas’ claim that his
party raises money through donations and
subscriptions by its members, Mr Saugata
Roy, Trinamul MLA and public accounts
* committee chairman, said such contributions

are peanuts compared to the “crores” of
rupees the party has amassed over the years,

], Y LommIN



Never again! CM tells

bandh-weary |

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Oct. 7. — No
industrial action reminis-
cent of the 29 September
strike will affect the infor-
mation technology and IT-
enabled services in West
Bengal, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee assured the
aggrieved captains of the
industries in Writers’ Bui-
Idings this evening. Promi-
sing political as well as
administrative restraints on
strike-sponsors and trou-
ble-makers, he said that he
shared the IT sector’s
understandable dismay at
the ugly rumpus created in
Salt Lake City and the
objectionable intimidation
of its workers on the day of
the strike by violent sup-
porters of the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions and
the Communist Party of
India-Marxist.

“We told the chief minis-
ter that the bandh had aff-
ected us badly. He agreed
and assured us of adminis-
trative assistance for the
future,” said the PriceWat-
erhouse Coopers CEQ, Mr
Rupen Roy, on behalf of
the eight companies repre-
sented at the conclave with
Mr Bhattacharjee and the
IT minister, Mr Manab
Mukherjee. “We will next
time ensure that the IT ind-
ustry’s status as a public uti-
lity service is properly hon-
oured,” said Mr Muk-
herjee.

-

“The CM said we would-
n’t tolerate hooliganism,”
added the IT secretary, Mr
GD Gautam. “The chief
minister told us that the
previous one was also the
last bandh in West Bengal,”
said Mr Roy.

Mr Bhattacharjee, asked
about it, restricted himself
to endorsing Mr Roy and
stopping well short of clari-
fying if there would hence-
forth be a taboo on strikes
in West Bengal or if the IT
sector, which the state
would have the rest of the
world believe is the jewel in
its economic initiative-tak-
ing crown, would not be
made to feel the pinch of it.
For all the publicity-court-
ing rhetoric focused upon it
since long, the IT sector on
29 September found the
police playing a mischie-
vously dual role, undermin-
ing its confidence. Both the
chief minister and the IT
minister felt that the day’s
events, underscoring the

THE 57 »\TQ&M &N
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vulnerability of the indus-
tries in the face of organ-
ised hooliganism feeding
on the tacit political sup-
port of the party in power
in the state, had sent the
wrong signal to investors,
necessitating this evening’s
damage-control exercise.
Mr Mukherjee described
it as an example of the sta-
te’s “proactive policies of
engagement with inves-
tors.” Mr Mukherjee, oblig-
ed to be politically correct
even as he played to the
investors’ gallery, said that
there was no legal bar on
trade unions in the IT sec-
tor though the right did not
extend as far as making
trouble and causing disrup-
tion. The meeting discussed
the very serious problems
the IT sector had encoun-
tered on 29 September,
with an emphasis on the
turbulence in Salt Lake
City’s Sector V, the hub of
the collective enterprise.
“We are happy with the
concern and conviction that
the CM showed and we
hope that such a situation
will not recur,” said Mr
Ajoyendra  Mukherjee,
vice-president, TCS. Am-
ong the other IT notables
present at the meeting were
Ms Indu Khattar of Wipro,
Mr Prithish Mukherjee of
IBM, Mr Siddharth Muk-
herjee of CTS, Mr Stuart J

Pugh of HSBC, Mr R
Babu of TiE and Vikr-
am Dasgupta of Bifes.
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' he presence of two Cong-
ress representatives in the

Delimitation Commission
-— Union water resources min-

ister Privaranjan Das Munshi

and Champdani legisiator Abdul
Mannan — has done littie to ba-
lance its composition. The role
of these two Congressmen, to
say the least, has been highly op-
portunistic. This is because the
survival of Manmohan Singh
government is wholly dependent
on Marxist support. / .

Initiaily both Das Munshi and
Mannan, to kecp up the party’s
pretence of being the “only true
and credible Opposition” to
Bengal's Marxists, had sought to
tom-tom the drastic reduction of
assembly seats in Kolkata and
the steep simultancous rise in
the number of seats allotted to
border districts teeming with
Bangladeshi infiltrators. In fact,
Das Munshi, in a letter dated 14
May, urged Kuldip Singh, chair-
man of the Commission, “not to
reduce the existing seats in Kol-
kata and reward the border dis-
tricts with extra seats on the ba-
sis of population census”. He too
had said that the abnormal po-
pulation growth in the border
districts was because of large-
scale infiltration from Bang-
ladesh.

Total silence

At the commission’s flrst
meeting in Delhi on~12 March,
this formed the essence of their
submission. But their subsequ-
ent stance has been one of total
silence although they had assur-
ed Trinamul’s Dipak Ghosh that
they would jointly champion the

. issue to force the commission to

see reality and “act in the inter-
est of national security”. What
made this change come about is
not clear but it has been recently
discovered in the draft proposal
that both Das Munshi and Man-
nan have at last got what they
had long wanted.

~ ‘While Das Munshi has manag-
ed to give a wholly homogeneous

Dinajpur look by including his-

native Kaliaganj assembly seg-
ment in his Raiganj Lok Sabha
constituency, he has shed the
three problematic assembly seg-
ments — Kharba, Harishchan-
drapur and Ratua — all of which
lie in Malda district. Similarly,
Mannan, to make his ‘Champ-
dani seat more secure, has man-
aged to “badly mutilate” the sit-
ting Trinamul Congress seat in
Serampore to the extent that in
the next election a Marxist victo-
ry from this traditional non-Left
seat is a foregone conclusion.
Unfortunately, Kuldip Singh
has treated the abnormal popu-
lation growth in the bordering

Gmdellnes Directives And Norms Undermined

By MANASH GHOS‘H i

districts and their reward with 18
extra seats at the cost of Kolkata

‘as non-issues. He has refused to

look at these in depth or with the
seriousness they deserve. This
despite the submission of a
transcript of chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s 25 June

speech at a BSF seminar where
he had expressed “serious con-
cern” that in many bordering
districts, Bangladeshi infiltrators
far outnumbered local Indians.

.Also, Singh was told how Bud-

dhadeb had a Bangladeshi, a key
panchayat pradhan of his party
in Murshidabad, deported when
the district police showed that
his name figured in the electoral

ed the CPI-M’s Rupchand Pal
and others to silence attempts to
raise the infiltration issue. Pal
and other fellow party members
of the commission have always

maintained that there was “no- .

thing abnormal in the popula-
tion growth in the bordering

districts which was in tune with
the state’s natural growth and
that infiltration was nothing but
media and opposition inspired
rumour and mischief, the pur-
pose of which was to delay the

. cornmission’s fast pace of work”.

i

rolls of both Rajshahi and

Murshidabad.

Kuldip Singh was also shown
both Indian and Bangladeshi
electoral rolls in which several
names and their addresses were

a common factor. To impress

upon him the seriousness of the

issue, references were made to

the 2002 West Bengal Police
Commission’s report that said
there were over 10 millioni Bang-
ladeshi infiltrators living mostly

in West Bengal and the Eastern’

Command’s communication to
chief minister Jyoti Basu cxpres-
sing concern over growing infil-
tration into the state. Das Mun-
shi in a recent letter had also
“fervently requested” Kuldip

“Singh to “freeze for the time

being” the increase in seats in
the bordering districts. But all
this had no effect.

Infiltration issue

That he is attaching no impor-
tance to the infiltration issue is
best explained by the fact that he
took two months to refer the
infiltration matter to the Union
law mlmstry for advice, although
at the cbmmission’s last meeting
in Delhi on 8 July he had agreed
to do it “immediately”. At the
commission’s meetings he allow-

Kuldip Singh is not inclined to
listen to complaints on axing 10
assembly secats’in Kolkata. He
has refused to hear the argu-

- ment that Kolkata is being vic-

timised because it forms the core
of Trinamul’s political and legis-

lative strength. Nor is he accep-

ting the line that the proposed
abolition of seven sitting Oppo-
sition seats, mostly belonging to
Trinamul, will give an. unfair
ddvantdge to lhf, Marxists who
have never been popular in a city
traditionally known for being a
non-Left citadel.

He is also not listening to the
complaint that the proposed de-

limitation has resorted to such
insidious gersymandering that
there is no scientific basis on
which the new assembly consti-
tuencies have been redrawn at
the cost of old ones. For instance
while the four sitting Trinamul
assembly seats, which forin a
vital component of Mamata’s
south Kolkata pariiamemary
constituency, have-been abolish-
ed, not a single assembly seat
belonging to heavyweight Marx-
ists in the city has been tinkered
with. On the contrary, to im-
prove their seat tally in the city
new seats have been carved out
of their existing ones and selec-
tively joined to those areas that
traditionally have been Marxist
pocket boroughs. No wonder the
Opposition has been erving foul

3 N,

and alleging that the whole

- purpose of delimitation is to

“reduce us to nothing”.

Not only have the commis-
sion’s guidelines, directives and
norms for redrawing constitu-
encies been severely undermin-
ed and in numerous cases viola-
ted, but various contradictory
methods and yardsticks followed
which make a mockery of the
entire exercisec. This has turned
delimitation into a live con-

- troversy.

For instance the proposed
Malda (south) assembly consti-
tuency, which will be on both
sides of the Ganga, violates the
principie of natural boundaries.
it is a ‘well accepted norm that
natural boundaries should not
be crossed while delimiting a
constituency since it creates
serious logistical and adminis-
trative problems besides causing
misery to the constituency’s elec-
torate. The Delimitation Act
provides that in such cases the
Geographical Information Sys-
tern should be consulted but in
the case of Malda (south) this
was not done.

Controversial role

But what, has peeved the
Opposition most is the highly
controversial role of chief elec-
toral officer, Basudeb Banerjee.
Under the Delimitation Act, the
CEO falls in the category of “any
other person” whose assistance
can be sought by the ecommission
for supplying it with relevant
maps and statistics. He is neither
an associate member of the
Commission nor is he a part of
the commission’s secretariat.
But his behaviour all through
has given the impression that'he
is a “super member” of the com-
mission who not only attends all
its meetings and keeps whis-
pering into Kuldip Singh’s ‘éars
at crucial moments but also acts
as its chief spokesman —— which
he is not.

Even before the proposed de-
limitation of constituencies was
announced to the Commission’s
associate members, Banerjee
went to press giving details. of
“newly created seats” and “abo-
lition of old ones” which was
beyond his brief. He has been
accused of not supplying official
documents to the associate
members belonging to the Op-
position in time. The associate
members of the Opposition did
not know what the agenda of the
commission’s meeting in Delhi.
on 6 October would be until very
late Unfortunately, all this

erves to undermine the com-
mission’s impartiality and cre-
dibility.

(Conciuded) *
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DELIMITATION FIAS

Commission’s Neutrality And Working Under A Cloud -

lirnitation Commission headed

]’L is stihi not clear what the De-
oy formey Supreme  Court

judge Kuldip Singh will do aftec

all ats three public sitiings in
Sthgute, Durgapu: and Kolkats
which were supposed to hear ot
jectnons on redrawing 294 ‘West
Bengai Assembly and 42 Lok
sabha constituencies i the state,
aimost ended in a flasco. What i
plans o achieve by s deasion .
“deliberate in Deihi and diseuss
the. matte: with the attoruey
generai and other legai experts”’
it the chaotic amd incompiete
hearings is not cleur sincs the L
hmisaton: Act clearty savs that
fhe process cannot be complete
untif and unless the commjssion
s heard “in person all the ob-
jections and suggestions” submi
tted to'it regarding the proposed
delimited constituencies.

Only a fraction

Since the commission coulu
heas only « fraction of the o
jections pertaining to only three
{(Cooch Behar, Malda and
Hooghly) of the 19 districty, it
certainly would not be handing
down natural justice if it were to
announce its findings without

disposing of thousands of objec-’

trons and suggestions raised ab-
out the resi of the state’s other
delimited constituencies.

The commission wouldl be un-
dermining the cause of natural
justice, which it iz supposed to
uphoki, if it selectively picks and
chuoses. objections and sugges.
tions and ignores the rest as noi
worth looking intc. despite many
of these having enougl genuine
basts for hearing. By holding
three shore and infructucus pub-
lic hearings the Commission may
have fulfilled the formal require
ment of the Delimitation Act bu
has not met its substantive ie-

gquiremeni ¢ closely examining.

and scrufinising the soundness
ansd validity of each and every ob
jection and suggestion made
about the proposed delimitation.

But West Bengat's chief electo
rai officer and some of the fefi
MPs and MILAs who are asso-
ciate members of the Com-
mission, have been privately de
manding that no further public
hearing be held as most of the
objections arc “bogus’

Altead; the commmssion’s prc -
posee deliianes)” dran i seee

Ior awthor 5 Edoon Dainik
Statesmian

SR

By MANASH GHOSH

RIS

to he providing undue electorai
advantage to the CPI-M. This im-
pressivi has gained  ground
specially because of the disorder-
lvway the commission conducted
15 sittings, none of which could
take up toc hearing the two most
controversial 1ssues —- punishing

Koikata by selectivély banishing
10 of its 21 existing assembly con-
stituencies in a highly arbitrary
and. motivated manner and re-
warding the eight districts borde-
ring Bangladesh, notorious for
large scale infiltration from ac-
ross the border, with 18 new
seats. Worse, the commission ne
ve: explained the rationale fo;
axing a record number of seats iy
Kolkata which goes againsi all
the accepted principles of demo-
graphy and statistics,

Actually the comimission and
West Bengal’s chief electorai
officer, Basudeb Baherjee, are to
blame for not being able to devise
proper means for hearing objec-
tions in an orderly manner when
they knew well in advance tha
thousands of objections had ai-
ready been filed because of the
highly velatile and polarised na
turc of West Bengal politics. Noi
satisfied with printing notices i
newspapers, Banerjee, wha pri
vately claims to be the eyes and
ears of the commission and alse,
its spokesman, m « notificatior.

alsc asked objectors o registe:

then names with the offices of
their respective district magis-
trates for making oral depositions
before the commission.

Mobilising police

Bui aw alt the threc places of
heanngs Bunerjc e, excerd fon wr
anging sirtings 1 three smaii halis
and robilising massive armeo
palice force outside these venues,

capacity ol anly 1

T e

did nothing 1 ensufc the objec-
tors got a chance to aix their gric
vances ana suggestions. Fven
West Bengai chief sceretary Amic
Kiran Deb doubtea Banerjce’s
wisdoni in arranging the hearing
ai Mahajat: Sadan with seating
300 although

A

;e»

14,000 registered objectors had
been issued receipts to appear for
hearing.

Worse, Banerjec treated the
hearing with such levity that he
announced that entry into halls
would be on first come first serv-
ei basis as if the delimitation ex-
ercisc was a musical soiree. 'This
was & sute recipe for bedlani
There was-no one ai the gate to
check the receipts which enabled
goons of all politicai hues and
even street urchins to fiil the hali
and create a din forcing the com-
mission to wind up its hearing in
less than five minutes.

After the sitting in Durgapur
ended i a faseo. it was mutuoaliy
agreed by the two associate mem-
bers of the connmission -~ Rabin
Deb. CPI-M legistator and also
Lett Front chief whip m the state
assembly and Dipak Ghosi: the
lone ‘Trinamul Congress MiLA —
tha to ensuie the Commission’s
smoots uinc srderly hearig i
Koikaia, objectors by w and
district wise would enter Maha-
jati Sadan depending on the dis-
trict taken up for hearing by the
cominission. Kuidip Singh roo

- had given his approval. Surpri-

singly not only was this not done,
but 0a the hearing day no ar-
rangement was madc to commu-
nreat: witn the objectors who haa
asse mbled L thousands cutsid.
Mahajaa Sadai.

Ine commission’s neuiraiity
ano working have also come un-
der a cloud becausc of its compo-

Wiy

sition, which is badly mired in.
contreversy. It is so heavily load-
ed with the Left Front (read CP¥

M) MPs and legistators that the
lone Opposition voice belongng
to the Trinamul Congress gets
stitled  disdainfully more often
than not. The brute majority of
the Marxists in the commissior
because of the presence of Basu-
deb Acharya, leader of the CPI
M i Lok Sabha, beside. twe
other Mardst MPs Rupchand Pa

and former Howrah mayor Swa.

desh Chakraborty and three pa-

ty MLAs, including the high-pio

file Rabin Deb, has resulted in ve-
peated silencing of the Trinamu
viewpoint onr many issues inciu

ding infiltration from Banglades!

into the bordering districts. They
have even succeeded in pushing

forth the view that infiltration i
an “irrelevant non issue no

worth wasting time on”. How

ever, it is Mamata Banerjee’s ex

clusion from the commission or

the recommendation of the Lok

Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chat

terjee, that has raised seriou

controversy on its composition.

Mamata excluded

Many eyebrows were raisec
when Somnath Chatterjee, im
mediately after becoming Speak
er, siruck off Mamata Banerjee’
name and replaced it with ki

“own party MP and friend Swa

desh Chakraborty on the “spu:t

ous” plea of proportionate repre

sentation. Despite Mamata Ban

erjee winning the 2004 Lol

Sabha poll and already being

associate memnber of the Com

mission, the loss of sevea seats by -
the Trinamul Congress was citer

as the reason for her exclusior

But no vacancy arises i th

commission until and unless M
and MLAs cither resign or die o

losc in the election. Chatterjee «

mcrease the tally of his party MP

created a vacancy by shuntis

“inconvenient” Mamata ous ©

the comuission so as &

smoothen its funictioning.

Some of the non-CPI-M lead
ers of the Lefi Front had the
called his actioz a “persony
vendetta” and “settling his ol
score” with Mamata for sufterin
an “inglorious defeat” in Jadav
pur in the 1984 Lok Sabha pul
Unfortunately Kuldip Singh a
chairmai coule no: ccabise th
tnphications 0i the «ccommes
dation and, instead of overruha
it, he endorsed it wholeheartedh

(10 be concluded
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LEFT LOGIC:

Reds

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. —
Reacting to strong criticism
from industries and cham-
bers of business, Leftist pa-
rties today brushed aside
figures about losses incur-
red by India Inc, and sou-
ght to counter claims that
strikes could repel
investors.

“It is absurd to say strikes
scare away investors. India
cannot be ignored...they
(investors) know that there
is a big market out here,”
said the CPI national secre-
tary, Mr D Raja. “Every
time there is a workers’ agi-
tation such as the strike last
week, the industry tries to
scare the Left parties... they
cannot scare us,” he said.

Mr Tapan Sen, a leader
of the Citu, one of the uni-
ons which organised last
week’s stir, noted: “Striking
workers hijacked a ship in
France, one of the largest
recipients of FDI. Even
that has not stemmed the
flow of fresh investment to
the country. So, saying stri-
kes would scotch investme-
nts is a bogus proposition.”

According to a World
Economic Forum report,
India received US$5.33 bil-
lion in FDI in 2004. The
government intends to sur-
pass this figure in 2005.

Industry chambers
expressed disappointment
at the strike, saying it would
send a negative signal to
investors. About 20,000 air-

port employees participat--

ed in the 29 September
strike, which upset the trav-
el plans of an estimated

IF FRENCH WORKERS CAN HIJACK A SHIP, WE CAN CERTAINLY STRIKE

cavil at corporate criticism

After strike,
let’s talk

KOLKATA, Oct. 4.— Inan
apparent effort to pacify the
state IT industry, which bore
the brunt of last week’s tfrade
union strike, a face-to-face
interaction has been sched-
uled on 7 October between
the chief minister and repres-
entatives of eight major IT
companies operating from
Salt Lake’s Sector V — Wip-
ro, TCS, IBM, CTS, PwC, TiE,
Bites and HSBC. IT minister
Mr Manabendra Mukherjee
and IT secretary Mr GD
Gautama will also be present
at the meeting. — SNS

50,000 air passengers.

“The importance of civil
aviation and India’s airport
infrastructure could be
gauged from the fact that
over 95 per cent of India’s
foreign tourists arrive here
by air; over 40 per cent of
India’s  exports  and
imports, by value, are car-
ried by air; and 100 per cent
of those seeking to invest in
India and visiting India for
commerce and industry, do
so using air services,” CII
president Mr YC Deve-
shwar said.

“We resorted to the
strike (because) the UPA
government hadn’t rede-
emed the promises made in
the CMP.. it is for the gov-
ernment to understand the
implications as the very
same approach led to the
previous government biting
the dust,” said the CPI-M
Member of Parliament Mr
Nilotpal Basu. RSP leader
Mr Abani Roy echoed him.

Left talks slums, page 4

No matter what the captams of mdustry say, in a Left bastion, disruptive agitations simply refuse to fade out. Tollygunge and Ballygunge Railway
Colony Commlttee members hold up train services in protest against eviction of slum-dwellers. Near Ballygunge Station on Tuesday. — SNS

MUMBAY, Oct. 4. — Regardiess of the
slanging match between the Left and
Corporate India, the bull run at the
Sensex and Nifty continued unabated
today with both indices hitting record

. highs. The former inched past the
i 8,80 mark in the course of the
da)fs trading before closing at
e, 8799.96 points, a

g gain of 1,18 per
- centor 102.31

[ points. The rise is
- widely regarded to
have been on the

* tech and auto stocks
E as Flls and big

* investors flush with
liquidity are unhesitatingly chasing the
available floating stocks even at higher

Markets shrug off slunging match, zoom

prices. The Sensex crossed 8,800
points at 2.55 p.m. scaled to 8808.83
before settiing down at 8799.96 points
with a gain of 1.18 per cent or 102.31
points. The Nifty closed at 2663.35
points, a gain of 1.27 per cent or 33.30
points. On the Sensex, two stocks
moved up, seven declined and one was
static. The volume was impressive. The
turnover was Rs 1149.02 crore. The
CNX Midcap 100 Index closed 1.34 per
cent up with an increase of 51.80
points. Analysts now predict a 9,000
Sensex mark as the next target for
running bulls. Despite floating stocks
drying up fast, the investors find them
attractive and don’t mind buying them at
a premium. The Flls are picking up
Sensex stocks in turns — every day
selectively 10 to 15 at a time. — SNS
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R, 2)/7 Choice Between Survival And Termi

fter sailing across the oceans,
Age sharks of the East India
ompany came to roost ar-
ound the villages of Sutanuti, Go-
bindapur and Kolikata. The loca-
tion was beyond the lush man-
grove forests of the Hooghly del-
ta — the gateway to the Ganga
basin. The zone was liberally
endowed with water resources
fed by the monsoon and prime
land for urban settlements and
farming. The zone also had the
strategic advantages of the
navigational facilities of a major
river system and easy export
access through the Bay of Bengal.
The long stretch of wetlands
had the ability to tackle the
inherent problems of drainage,
conservancy and flood control.
The Ganga basin and the hills
and plateaus framing-it were a
treasure trove of agricultural
products, fossil fuel and mineral
resources. The city became the
trading centre for the entire
basin. Kolkata was internatio-
nally cited as a classic metropo-
litan example having its econo-
my interwoven with the frame-
work of nature.

Wetlands

To appreciate the vital role of
the wetlands, an evaluation of
the realities of Greater Kolkata’s
natural setting is called for.
Beyond the raised land along the
Hooghly are huge tracts of low-
lying basins known in geographi-
cal jargon as back-swamps. Du-
ring the floods, the river spilled
into such tracts through “avulsi-
on_ channels” (akin to distri-
butaries). Much beyond them
are located higher grounds link-
ed to river channels nearer
Bangladesh.

Even before the growth direc-
tion changed, old Kolkata’s drai-
nage easement and clearance of
sewers were accomplished only
with the help of heavy-duty pum-
ping at Palmer Bazar off Tangra.
Thereafter, two channels trans-
ported storm water and sewage
effluents, respectively, to the
drainage outfall at Kulti Gang.

The latter provided nutritive se-.

wage 10 the wetland fisheries in
the process of getting sanitised.
In fact, the Bantala sewage treat-
ment plant became a victim of
disuse atrophy. Unfortunately,
over the decades, premature rec-
lamation of the delta areas, ag-
gravated by the huge post-parti-
tion influx, shrunk and degraded
the outfall areas for Kolkata,
The city had been expanding
northwards along the naturally
raised riverbank in a direction
that was sensible both environ-
mentally ‘and economically.
However, the pattern started
changing a few decades before
partition. The early colonial
urban Bengali culture was do-

The author is a retired deputy director-
general of the Geological Survey of India
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By SUBRATA SINHA*

minated by the feudal classes of

north Kolkata. Their “babu”

culture revoived around the role
of being “providers” of multifa-
rious needs of the colonial mas-
ters. With the resurgence of an
anti-colonial wave along with
social reforms, a sizeable portion
of the neo-middle class wanted
to make a clean break from the
ambience of the north.

in the state started a major
project for wetland-reclamation
to develop Salt Lake City in the
fifties. Unfortunately, the Yu-
goslav contractors (Elektrosond)
had no notion about the natural
characteristics of Kolkata region
or the consequencegs of such
reclamation. This is now an en-
clave for the privileged and well-
connected who were leased out

&

Grabbing the opportunity,
entrepreneurs began the process
of wetland (and lowland) recla-
mation in the eastern and south-
ern tracts. Prime residential
zones emerged in- Ballygunge,
New Alipore and Jodhpur Park.
These enabled the neo-elite to

live beyond the “downtown” din.

and bustle. This marked the first
tentative step in the shift tow-
ards eastern wetlands and the
deita. This also marked the initi-
al stages of urban morbidity.
The proximity of the eastern
fringe to East Bengal spawned
dense refugee settlements along
and near the roads and rail
tracks traversing the eastern and
south-eastern fringes of the core
city. Kolkata remained the shel-
ter for uprooted millions who
were terrified to venture beyond
the Bengali language barrier.

Influx

To its credit, the city did absorb
the influx but at a heavy price.
The population of thé southern
and southeastern sectors far

exceeded that of “core Kolkata”. .

The massive influx, however,
included the bonus of a non-
conformist political and cultural
ethos. Besides, their arsenal of
agricultural know-how enabled

-West Bengal to have a broader

primary sector base. The tradi-
tion of the Tebhaga movement
germinated a powerful struggle
by peasants for land reforms.
Ultimately, these factors helped
the emergence of an agricultural
economy for the state,

With the avowed intention of
providing settlements to tackle
the 'sudden population explo-
sion, the Congress government

land for a song at a formidable
social cost. It has definitely not
provided large-scale housing for
the lower echelons of society.
Despite this, the Left Front
Government has been . consci-
ously decimating the invaluable
castern wetlands ignoring warn-
ings about the disastrous long-
term consequences. Virtually, a
new city — stretching from
Rajarhat in the north to beyond
Biashnabghata-Patuli in the
south — is developing with for-
midable infrastructural support.
This is a classical example of
“devils daring where angels fear
to tread”. The process was only
temporarily stalled in the 1980s
by an orchestrated resistance by
sensible elements within and
outside'the Left Front, the admi-
nistration and civil society.

The continuing reclamation of.

the wetlands is robbing the city
of the much needed. facilities of
flood easement and sewer clear-
ance. By shrinkage of such facili-
ties, the city sewers remain pere-
nnially overcharged with noxious
waste. These have become veri-
table breeding grounds for dis-
eases like malignant- malaria,
dengue and encephalitis.

Since the nineties, globalisa-
tion and consumerism accom-
panied by unbridled upper and
middle class affluence have in-
creased urban malignancy in

‘most major cities in the develo-

ping world. Kolkata is not an ex-
ception. Hand in hand, the gov-
ernment and corporate develo-
pers are constructing institutio-
nal areas and housing enclaves
to destroy the core wetlands and
stretching well beyond. The
“group owners” and “corporate

nal Decay - o

developers” are using virtually
“donated” reclaimed land. A
bonanza of bank housing loans is
abetting the process. '

.. -More crucially, .the construc-
‘tion bonanza is debilitating the

drainage and flood easement fa-
cilities. Paving the land with roa-
ds and buildings totally destroys
natural functions. Even drainage
easement becomes a problem in

such Jow land zones. The East-

ern Metropolitan Bypass is tur-
ning out to be the central corri-
dor for the rapidly developing
eastern metropolitan extension.
Northwards expansion along
the riverside highlands had the
advantage of higher elevations
away from the delta with fewer
problems of drainage and cons-
ervancy. The northern stretch of
the river is less polluted, and a
source for arsenic-free water su-
pplies. The areas beyond Dum
Dum have prolific potable and

‘unconfined groundwater aquif-

ers that can absorb flood waters.

Advantages

There are lots of available
land for planned urbanisation in
the Barrackpore-Kalyani zone
and even beyond. Even the land
in the numerous moribund or
abandoned riverside industries
and jute mills can be utilised.
Open-air activities like the
Haringhata dairy can be shifted
to the reclaimed wetland zones
to make the way for more urban
space in the north. With bridges
available, even the other bank of
Hooghly can be judiciously urba-
nised. The proximity of the main
northern hinterland would have
considerable planning advan-
tages. The package would inclu-
de the offloading of heavy trans-
port at terminals outside the
core city, reduction of freights
and less “core city” pollution
and traffic hazards. ‘

The choice between survival
and terminal decay of Kolkata
has to be made. The possible al-
ternative for arresting this urban
malignancy has been proposed:
The city can only be rescued by
an immediate pro-active policy’
initiative to provide infrastruc-
tural facilities to develop the
northern corridor and call a
moratorium on further south-
eastwards expansion. Colossal
funds even from.external sources
(like the UK) are being frittéred
away to strengthen the city core.
Most of it should be diverted for
developing this alternative pack-
age and halting further encroa-
chment of the wetlands.

This may be transformed into

"a reality through an interactive

campaign. This has to involve
the political forces, government
functionaries and grassroots-lev-
el voluntary agencies. For a gov-
ernment that has a track record
of decentralisation with empow-
erment of the people, it should
not be impossible.



T(MC team. to tame dengue

KOLKATA, Sept. 26.— A sur-

veillance team will monitor the

outbreak of dengue and malaria

throughout the city. The team
will be formed in the civic body.
At a special meeting called by
the opposition leader of the civic
body, Mr Javed Ahmied Khan to
discuss the status of the disease
.in the city and to formulate
guidelines to combat dengue, the
mayor, Mr Bikash Bhattacharya
said that mosquito repellent must
be sprayed in all mosquito breed-
ing grounds across the city.

The mayor admitted that the
civic body had no infrastructure
fo test blood for the detection of
dengue. At present, the civic
body has no plans to start blood
testing facilities immediately fol-

lowing temporary outbreak of -

the disease. A blood detection
centre for dengue may be set up
in the event of regular outbreaks.
The mayor said that KMC had
been able to control the spread of

the disease, although there had -

been lapses in 1mplementmg
measures by the civic body.
When opposition councillors
« attacked the mayor for under-
mining the impact of dengue by
refusing to call it an “epidemic”,

the mayor said that there were -
certain criterion declared by the -

state health depanment for
declaring -an
state government did not official-
ly declare an “epidemic”. “The
term, ‘outbreak’ was used by me
after discussion with senior spe-

“epidemic”. The .

5

i

Trmamul Congresa counullors agitate durzng the meeting at the
KMC headquarters on Monday. — The Statesman

cialised physicians,”
added.

the mayor

Trinamul Congress councillors -

carried the effigy of the mayor, a
mosquito net and a mosquito
replica before the meeting start-
ed this morning. They shouted

. slogans against the mayor’s fail-

ure to contro} dengue in the city.

The Leader of the Opposition,
Mr Javed Ahmed Khan and the
chief whxp of Trinamul Congress

in the civic body, Mr Anup*®

Chatterjee, criticised  civic
authorities for their negligence in
warding off the disease.

The meeting turned unruly -

when some CPI-M councillors
started criticising the failure of

the former Trinamul Congress
and BJP-led civic board, to
strengthen the health department.
BJP councillor, Mr Debabrata
Majumdar, former chairman of
the civic body, Mr Anil
Mukherjee and leader of
Unnayan Mancha, Mrs Mala
Roy appealed to the mayor to
formulate a policy and ensure its
proper implementation.

.Congress councillors boycotted |
_ today’s

requisition meeting
because the chairman had allot-
ted only one seat in the KMC
chamber although they had 17
councillors, Mr Pradip. Ghosh,
leader of the Congress municipal

party said.



Compensation balm
to soothe farmers"
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HT Correspondent
Bhangore, September 26
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FARMERS WHO will be evicted
from their land for the purpose of
industry and the proposed four-
lane road to be built by the Salim
Group will get jobs, houses and
adequate compensation. Chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee on Monday assured farmers
that theirs interests would never
be compromised with. “Our par-
ty never lies. We will not stay in
Writers’ Buildings by harming
farmers,” he said.

Addressing a huge gathering
at Bhojerhat in Bhangore, the
chief minister said his govern-
ment would not touch even one
plot of land there. Though this
assurance was limited only to
Bhangore, land and land reforms
minister Abdur Rezzak Mollah
shelved his earlier belligerence
and announced that the differ-
ences that had erupted in the
party on the issue of conversion
of land was clearly over.

The visibly happy crowd, who
had earlier been apprehensive
that their agricultural land
might be taken over by the gov-
ernment to make way for the Sal-
im Group’s project, cheered
through the chief minister’s
speech. “We have built 1600 hous-
es for those who had been evict-
ed at Rajarhat. It’s been done at
Haldia, Bankura, Asansol and
Durgapur and the same will be
done in South 24-Parganas. But
we are not touching any land in
Bhangore, which is the main
source of fish and vegetables for
Kolkata,” Bhattacharjee said.

Assurances for the people
notwithstanding, the chief min-
ister cleariy indicated that he
would ncit buckle under pressure

SATYBRATA DAS/HT

The chief minister addresses the rally on Monday.

coming from within the Left
Front and his party against his
aggressive policy of wooing in-
dustrialists — both domestic and
foreign. “Agricuiture alone can’t
save us or create jobs. We need
modern industries. We are com-
peting with Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Karnataka and others. But
the Opposition wants us to stick
to agriculture alone. That is not
going to work,” Bhattacharjee
said. “But we will not touch fer-
tile land as far as possible. We are
doing a cost-benefit analysis be-
fore making any move,” he said.
Mollah, who had earlier been
the most vocal in the CPI(M)
against Bhattacharjee’s policy of
taking over agricultural land for
industries, welcomed the chief
minister to the podium and
claimed that the “misunder-
standing” in the party over the
issue was now over for good.
“Those who are trying to create
trouble over the issue are actual-
ly trying to fish in troubled wa-
ter. Industries can’t be built in
air. We need land,” Mollah said.
“Land in Bhangore will not be

touched. Those who will lose
land elsewhere, would be com-
pensated at a rate above the pres-
ent market rate. People losing
their homes would be given al-
ternative houses. We will do
nothing without ensuring sup-
port from the farmers,”

Site inspection

A LOCAL team of the Salim
Ciputra Group is inspecting the
site where the proposed West
Howrah township would come
up. The township would come
over 390 acres of land, of which
82 acres have been acquired in
the first phase.

According to NRI industrial-
ist Prasun Mukherijee, a team of
engineers from abroad was sup-
posed to inspect the site at Ulu-
beria, where the proposed two-
wheeler factory would come up.
However, no one had come from
abroad and no one had gone to
Uluberia. The visit of a local
team of engineers has sparked
off suspicion if the proposed
projects would come through.

;
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uriously, the Communist
CParty of India was formed

outsnde the country, at Tash-
cent in the then USSR, on 17
dctober 1920 by M N Roy. As in
svery other country where com-
nunism spread, the CPI thrived
n liberal promises to ameliorate
he condition of the poor in cities
ind villages and free them from
o-called bourgeois exploitation.
t made rapid strides in two In-
lian states — Bengal and Trav-
incore-Cochin (what is now
mown as Kerala) — whose eco-
10mies were then predominantly
\gricultural.

This was contrary to its
founder, Karl Marx’s prediction
that communism will have faster
growth in industrial countries.
After nearly four and half
decades, the CPI gave birth to a
radical faction, the CPI-M, in
1964. Five years later, in 1969, a
CPI-M peasant leader, Kanu
Sanyal launched an extremist fac-
tion CPI(M-L), adding Lenin’s
revolutionary ideas to Marx’s.

Farmers’ movement

Before Independence, the CP1
spearheaded a farmers’ move-
ment, called Tebhaga in Midna-
pore, Birbhum and 24-Parganas
districts. It roused them against
the zamindars to change the
share-cropping ratio from one-
third to two-thirds, achieved
through “blood, sweat and tears”.
From the m1d-19405 its influence
ngpg the refugees from:
ngel before and after
Partition. In 1977 when half a
dozenI,cft parties came to power
in West Bengal, the whole of In-
dia was in a rebellious mood ag-
ainst the Emergency which Indira
Gandhi had proclaimed. From
Day One the Leftist government
in ‘Writers? Buildings swore to
improve the lat:of the rural and
urban poot. It succeeded where

grﬁ.vmus Congress govern-
men!

falled. The latter’s
prised the bhadra-

‘#ts policies did
ige of the classes

ﬁ‘ﬁxst?idecade, the
nt‘Wo:k for the

gh the’ Cangress had passed two

The auther is former member of the

Indian Informatzan Service

and in nearly 30

aq

By BIBEKANANDA RAY

revolutionary laws in the 1950s to
end the zamindary system and to
acquire surplus land, it was the
Left Front which dismantled the
zamindars by taking away their
excess land and distributing it to
the landless through Operation
Barga. In 1977, it introduced
meagre monthly allowances for

the unemployed, widows and the
old people. As long as Jyoti Basu
was at the helm, the party’s pro-
poor image did not suffer. With
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee in the
saddle since the year 2000, cer-
tain events secm to be weaning
the party away from its pro-poor
agenda.

Amid great fanfare, the chief
minister has signed a MoU with
Indonesia’s Salim group for set-
ting up an economic zone over
some 5100 acres of land in north
and south 24-Parganas. Mr Bhat-
tacharjee’s previous business
tours to Italy and Japan were fu-
tile but his tour to Singapore and
Indonesia was very high-profile
with MoUs signed with their
governments and private compa-
nies for setting up a number of
infrastructural -and manufactur-
ing projects. Returning home, he
faced opposition from his own
party stalwarts and partners in
the Left Front.

Reversal of policy

They opposed his assurance to
foreign investors for acquisition
of 5100 acres of agricultural land
in two ¢ontiguous districts. Jyoti
Basu called it a “reversal of the
party’s pro-farmer policy”; the
CPI, Ferwarg Bloc and the RSP
allcged lack-of transparency in
the unﬂaterﬂ move.

THE ST ATESMAN

There is not much barren or
single-crop contiguous land in
these two districts, certainly not
to the extent of 5100 acres, that
is, about 21 sq. miles. Many acres
acquired for industry in other
districts of north and south Ben-
gal are lying fallow but adequate
compensation has not been paid

to many farmers who were forced
to part with their meagre hold-
ings. The CPI-M’s Politburo
which met in Delhi on 2 Septem-
ber 2005, took a policy decision
not to acquire agricultural land
for industrial purpose but the
next day, Anil Biswas added a rid-
er that acquisition of some 5000
acres of agricultural land is
unavoidable but handsome com-
pensation would be paid.

The chief minister defends his
move, saying globalisation is in-
evitable. This is a volte-face by
his party which opposed compu-
terisation in the 1980s. Globalisa-
tion, however desirable, was a
ruse played- by developed coun-
tries. There is no level-playing
field among WTO’s member-
countries. For example, Chinese
products abound in the US dep-
artment stores but Indian goods
are rare. Developed countries are
making a beeline to invest in In-

_dia because the Indian economy

i

growmg much fastér ‘than
thelrs .

Sccondly globahsatlon cannot
have the same pace in India as in
other countries. There is no work
culture in government offices in
West Bengal. Factories close or

-lay off workers to survive. Hun-

ger, starvation, deaths and dis-
case are endxzmxc in tribal regi-
ons, where-% :~nists, like the

SALIM DEBATE-II

CPI-M’s Volte-Face On The Poor May Backfire

Naxalites in the late 1960s, are
preparing them for an uprising.
Allowances for the unemployed,
widows and old people have
either stopped or have become
irregular. Adult literacy program-
mes have ceased; midday meals
have spoilt the atmosphere in
primary schools. Outdoor treat-
ment in government hospitals has
become a farce. Erosion of river
banks is rendering thousands in
Malda and Murshidabad home-
less. Millions of rupees spent to
protect the banks have been
swindled by contractors and offi-
cers and have literally gone down
the Ganga. In this backdrop, the
chief minister dreams of a capitg-
list utopia. His desperate moge
makes one wonder whether :&e
CPI-M is reneging on its prordi-
ses to the poor.

The China model

Mr Bhattacharjee cites China
as a model but in a one-party
country, it is easier to stifle the
opposition, or decimate them.
The massacre of students in Tia-
nanmen Square and of Muslims
in central China are still frcsh in
people’s minds. The work culture
of China and south-east Asian
countries is to be seen to be be-
lieved. Governments of many of
these countries are despotic in
character; their courts are pro-
government. In West Bengal, no
government can inculcate such
impeccable work culture. People
cannot be silenced, nor can the
judiciary be browbeaten to be
always with the government.

Communism in West Bengal
and Kerala is a misnomer be-
cause in a federal democracy, a
communist State is a contradic-
tion of terms. The two states are
pining for a capitalist regime. All
over the world, communism is
passing through a crisis of id-
entity.

Unless given up, or drastically
modified, the CPI-M’s volte-face
on the poor may backfire. If it
really wants West Bengal to deve-
lop like a South-east Asian coun-
try, it need not go for massive
foreign investment. Instead, it
can invite non-resident Bengalis
and other Indian entrepreneurs
abroad to invest in the state as
China did so successfully. The
Salim group has a notorious re-
cord in Indonesia and may
renege on its promises. Bengalis
and other I~ lians abroad will not
have arv;, | _n motive.

]
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‘SALIM DEBATE-IV

QC( & Farm Land For lnd»ustnahsatlon Will Help ‘TheEconomy ¢ 8 A%

the controversy over the use
of agricultural land for ur-

banisation and establish-
ment of industry is meaningless
on the ground that urbanisation
and. industrialisation is more
beneficial to society from the

_economic point of view. Indus--

trialisation is economrically more
desirable than agriculture. An
agricultural-based’ economy is
weak; a country based on agri-
-culture is said to be underdeve-
loped having a low per capita
income with-a low standard of
living. West European countries
have a higher standard of living
because those countries are
industrially more developed.

A point has been unnecessa- |

rily raised on the issue of urbani-
sation and industrialisation of
32,000 #cres of land in South 24-

Parganas, one of the backward

areas of the state. Whether the

land is handed over to tlie Salim .

Group or not is not the issue.

The main issue is whether agri--
cultural land should be used for

"urbanisation or industnahsatmn

Cultivated area

According to the Central Sta-
tistical Organisation, only 40 per

.¢ent of land in India is cultiva-

ted, and 14 per cent of the culti-
vated area is sown more than
once, that is, only 26 per cent of
the agricultural land is cultivated

once a year. In India, 19 per cent .

of the’ geographical area is
covered with forest and 23 per
cent of land is not fit for farming,
Side by side only 10 per cent of
“world’s land is cuitivated.

India is self-sufficient in food
which is also' exported. Food-
grain production in India can be
augmented by expanding cultiva-
tion to uncultivated areas -and
‘also by producing two or three
crops in a year. India produced
213.5 million tons of foodgrains -
in 2003-04. Starvation deaths in
sorhe ‘states are: no sign of shor-
tage of food. The people who die
of starvation have weak or no

peopls‘- oan b
L =r,amdusmal saﬁon. ,

nisation and industrialisation aré R

“co-rélated. Urbanisation attracts -
. entréprencurs . because . of the
development of infrastructure

. and the service sector. Industria-

* lisation automatically creates
" utban centres, - , g

~According to. an estimate
a pmfempfarmcr of
" Hooghly, in'a fertile area in West
- Bengal one acre of land can
roduce 2,160 kg of R:ddy .and
its market value of 11,700,

The cost of production of 2 160
kgofpaddyxsnelr Rs 10,000

. and profit is around Rs 1, 700 for
a single crop in a year. Approxx-
mately 100 mandays are created
for the cultivation of one acre of
land or one agricultural labourer

The author, who concludes the series,
is a retired teacher of Economics

t,;:ower Purchasmg A

can get employment for 100 days
in a year or 100 workers can get
employment for one day only for
the cultivation of one' acre of
land. The wage rate of an agri-
cultural labourer in West Bengal

varies from Rs 50 to'Rs 70 per
day. Whereas if an ifdustry is
‘built on that land total produc-
- 'tion may be Rs 1 one crore or

more and nearly 150 to 200 peo-

~ple may get employment thro-
_ughout the year.

Of course there must be cer-

tain conditions for taking qur
the land. The ownets of land

thust Be given market value and .

there should be employnient
guarantee. That can be. settled
through a written agreement.

The theory of comparative’
.cost advantage is the root of in-.

ternational trade. Every country
has specialisation in the produc-
tion of certain goods. All coun-
tries cannot produce all goods.:
On the basis of this theory, the
UK does not try to incréase
production of foodgrains, al-
though the UK is not self-suf-
ficient in food. What foodgrains

the UK rodu«.es in a year is

“The foodgrains for nine’
months .are imported from, say,
the USA, Australia, and Canada.

The UK is specialised in the

production of industrial goods; it -
.does not like to waste land for

the production of agricultural
goods. The country manufactu-
res machinery and other indus-
trial goods and sells those goods
in the international market at
the highest.cost and purchases
foodgrains from other countries
at a fow cost. The UK gains from
this policy.
. Another
-the population has been growing
annually at the rate of-1. 20(?“
cent as per census report (

That is, every year, nearly 20

million of people are added to .

the populatlon. These addmonal

int is that in India

peoplc need food, houses, roads

schools, colleges and hospitals.
In‘ayear, a certain percentage of
agricultural land is used for buil-
ding dwelling houses and indus-
try. There is hardly any fallow
land in the areas where popula-
tion is concentrated. Very few
people protest against encroach-
ment of agri-land. New town-
ships have grown up automati-

cally on many crop growing
- lands. For instance, the Delhi

Road connectmg Dankuni .md

Maﬁra and Bombay-Road conn-

ecting 'Dankum and Kona Ex--

pressway were built on agri-land.
There are many such roads. On
both sidés of these national and
state highways paddy or food-

rains: were grown. But now

undreds of medium, small and
big industries have come up on

both sides of the highways. The -

villagers have been benefited in
many ways. The scope for em-
ployment has increased in the
periphery. Thousands have been

employed in the factories, hospi- *

tals, schools, hotels and shops in
those places.

It is suggested by some leaders
that the closed industries should
be revived without encroaching
on agri-land. This idea is not
pragmatic. First, many of the

closed industries cannot be re-
vived, for these are age-old and

have no market for their produc-

“ts. Secondly, there are litigation

problf:ms If lands of closed
industries are taken over, the
owners will go to court. Thnrdly,
no one will agree to bear the lia-

bilities like huge outstanding -
, bank loans, arrears due to em-
- ployees, ‘arrears taxes etc.
_Fourthly, these industries are

scattered throughout the state.
Consolidated land is required

- for censtruction of industrial
hub%eand townships. - Fifthly, -

choide of land depends on entre-
preneurs and not on any political
party. An industrial group will
prefer land where there are in-
frastructural facilities like roads,

-power, air and sea ports, market,

banks and skilled labour.’
The Salim Group has not yet
visited the land in South 24-

. Parganas. They may not choose

fallow, or marsh land. They are
also unlikely to be satisfied with
land, say, in Purplia or Bankura
or any other place where infra-
structural possibilities are few.
Mr Razzak Molla, minister for
land and land reforms, West
Bengal, has contended that he is
not against industrialisation, but
against .urbanisation on agri-
land. Industry cannot grow
without cutting some trees, fill-

- ing up low lands, acquiring some

cultivated land. Urbanisation
and industrialisation are inter-
linked; ome can hardly grow
without the other. The giant
Durgapur Steel Plant was set up
in 1956 on eight villages inclu-
ding some agricuitural land and
the villagers were rehabilitated
on Gopalhat. They were com-
pensated at the prevailing rate of
the value of land. The steel plant
has changed the economic sce-
nario of the region-in particular
and the state of West Bengal as a
whole. Every one knows that
22,000 people were initially em-

ployed in this plant. Many of the '

displaced persons were provided
with gainful empioyment.

In the red

" The fact is that militant trade
unionism, insufficient infrastruc-
ture, power shortage, indisci-

line among workers, political
intérference, constant thrgats'to

.owners und the management,

theft and non-cooperation from
bureaucrats have affected indus-

_trialisation in West Bengal.

There are 65 state government
undertakings of which 36 came
up during Left Front rule but 54
units are in the red and in 2003-
04, these units had incurred

'losses to the tune of Rs 1,200

crore. Only 11 units earned a
meagre profit of Rs 14 crore.
Those who have been oppo-
sing conversion of agri-land to
industrial estates are guided by

political considerations. The

process of urbanisation and

- industrialisation on agrtcultural

land has been continuing ‘with
the growth of pOfulatron ‘Salim
or no Salim, this process will
continue, It will benefit the state.
The Left parties have taken a

-wrong decision by opposing the

conversion of agri-land for the
urpose of urbanisation and <
industrialisation.

The Salim Group is aware of
local politics. They know the
attitude of Miss Mamata Baner-
jee and-the Trinamul Congress.
The dissenting parties should
note that percentage of land ta-
ken for industrialisation throu-
ghout the country since Inde-

‘pendence is not more than two

per cent and it will ‘not matter
even if the percentage goes up to
ten. The gain will be more than.
the loss to the economy as a
whole. iy
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/Cooc;h Behar violence

Marxdsis playing a dange Q\IS gamey S £
ast week’s violence in Cooch Behar, which killed five
Ilpcoplc including three policemen, is a consequence of
major Left Front constituents fishing in troubled waters
with an eye on next year’s assembly poll. All those spear-
heading the organization that demands a separate state of
Greater Cooch Behar, encompassing five districts of north
Bengal, have for long been key figures of important front
organisations of the CPI-M and Forward Bloc. The young
‘ secretary of the outfit was, until six years ago, a fire-
~ belching leader of the SFIL. The organisation’s cultural sec-
retary is a Forward Bloc activist and a confidante of agri-
culture minister Kamal Guha. All the members of a con-
vener’s family are CPI-M activists. Playing on emotive
issues such as stark backwardness and massive unemploy-
ment, these indigenous Left leaders mustered overnight
support for their demand for a separate Cooclf Behar state.
The purpose of raising this demand was to project it in
next year’s state assembly poll as the third partition of
Bengal, and swing both sentiment and votes to the Left
Front. That the demand would receive such a huge and
spontaneous response did not form part of the calcula-
tions. The scale of violence suggests that the ruling Left is
no longer in control of the movement.

The massive turnout at the Greater Cooch Behar Peop-
le’s Association rallies is explained by the sense of alien-
ation that people of north Bengal have felt since indepen-
dence, g concern the Marxists have never addressed. Tea,
forestry and other industries contribute handsomely to the
state’s coffers, but the region gets little back in terms of
investment. From Jyoti Basu to Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
people have heard promises of development, but seldom
seen implementation. 1 spite of having 10 representatives
in the Cabinet, the region feels an acute sense of depriva-
tion.Matters are worsened by the near defunct state of the
North Bengal Development Council, of which the Chief
Ministcr is the chairman. Instead of acting as a catalyst for
regional development, the Council has become a forum
for CPI-M-Forward Bloc bickering. Anil Biswas and Biman
Bose would do well to introspect on the Left’s failures and
take/corrective steps, instead of blaming Maharani Gayatri
[}z&, Trinamul Congress and the BJP for the violence. }

/

THF = A TESMAN



THE SALIM DEBATE-I

Under a cloud for alleged acts of omission and commission, the Salims seized the
opportunity to invest in West Bengal without being finicky about its investment climate

T the end of the Cold

War, the whole world

courted globalisation

and economic reform,

ut the Indian commu-

nists dragged their feet. Lately, the

Left’s policy has become obvious

from its diametrically opposite

stands on economic reforms and

globalisation. It has been thwart-

ing every initiative of the Union

sovernment towards reforms but

in this state ideology has not

deterred the CPI-M top brass from

courting the business class. Nor is

running from pillar to post in

search of investment by foreign
multinationals a taboo here.

During the last leg of his long
“hief ministerial innings, Jyoti
Basu visited London every year.
His long sojourns to the UK
fetched not even a penny by way
of FDI. As chairman of the West
Bengal Industrial Development
Jorporation, Somnath Chatterjee

wsted many a high-profile drink
wmd dinner party at home and
tbroad. Although this waste of
sublic money hit the headlines, it
ildn’t move investors beyond
igning a few MoUs.

Buddhadeb  Bhattacharjee’s
nnovative “do-it~now” slogan
iad no impact on the work cul-
ure of the state bureaucracy and
i his promises in Iialy failed tc

s aspire Gueei and other multina-
tiionals to open shops in West
Bengal. Undeterred by those fail-
u res, he soldiered on and his
teznacity has finally paid off. The
rngenuity of an expatriate Bengali
iin Jakarta put him in touch with
tine ethnic-Chinese multinational
S.alim group.

Under a cloud for alleged acts of
Omission and commission in the
prost-Suharto era, the Salims have
lseen relocating their corporate
:assets outside Indonesia. No won-
der, they seized the opportunity
offered by the chief minister to
invest in West Bengal without
being finicky about the investment
climate and murky industrial
relations in the state. Wanting to
restore West Bengal to its lost
industrial glory, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee quickly signed a
memorandum of understanding
with the Salims who will build an
industrial town on 35000-acre

The author is former Additional
Secretary, Research and Analysis
Wing

land in a primarily agricultural
belt of the South 24-Parganas dis-
trict, a motorbike production fac-
tory at Uluberia and an industrial
estate at Dankuni. The fotal
investrnent is expected to be Rs
44,000 crore. The chief minister
has also urged the Salim conglom-
erate to build a new airport in
North Z4-Farganas on a 100 per
cent foreign investinent basis.
From the furore created by Jyoti
Basu, two cabinet ministers, Rez-
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Guha (Forward Bloc) as well as
the CPI secretary Manju Majum-
dar, it is clear the chief minister
nad not faken his own party and
other constituents of the Left
Front into confidence before sign-
ing the MoU. By blacking out
much of what the onisf minister
had said and done ix: jakarta, the
CPI-M mouthpiece Ganashakti
has made the party’s displeasure
clear. Mamata Banerjee’s hostile
reaction is an indication that the
Trinamul Congress wants o turn
the proposed transfer of agricul-
rural land 1o the foreign multina-
tional into a campaign plank in
next year’s assembly election.

What has outraged Left Front
leaders is Buddhadeb’s full-thro-
ated paeans for globalisation,
stressing that reforms were over-
due, necessary and inevitable, and
its live telecast by a CM-friendly
Kolkata-based TV channel. They
have realised to their horror that
their facile anti-reform pontifica-
tion to the UPA government will
have no credibility.

There is no doubt the state gov-
ernment has been less than trans-
parent about the full scope and
parameters of the investment
package and their commitments
regarding provision of land, ener-~
gy, roads and communication.
Acquisition of 5,000 acres of land
within a reasonable time-frame

and compensation to be paid
would predictably stir a hornet’s
nest. Also, there is no knowing
how many families would be
uprooted in the process and what
would be the rehabilitation and
alternative employment program-
mes, Above all, the fear uppermost
in the minds of the people is
whether transfer of land on such
4 massive scale to foreign realtors
would not undo the creditable Left
Front performance on the land
reform front, besides seriously

X | What has outraged Left
|| Front leaders is b
Buddhadeb’s ,
full-throated paeans for
| globalisation, stressing
that reforms were  ~,
overdue
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affecting the state’s food produic-
tionn and ecology. Moreover, the
siate governmert’s track recoed
regarding acquisition of land at
Haldia, Palta and other places, and
related issues pertaining to pay-
ment of compensation and reha-
bilitation 4o not inspire muck
confidenice.

Historicaily, centre-left polisicai
forces in India, particularly the
conmununists, have been deeply
suspicious of all multinational
corporations because of the bitter
experiences of some Asian, Afri-
can and Laiii: American countries.
Some years ago, an American
company proposed setting up a
meodern film production unit in or
around Kolkata. The foreign in-
vestor needed some 60 acres of
land which had the potential of
creating no fewer than 1,000 jobs.
The project could not take off
because the state government
thought that the American cont-
pany would import perverse Hol-
lywood culture to West Bengal.
The real story is that fearing com-
peiition and Ioss of business, a
Hyderabad-based film production
company, pulled strings with the
central CPI-M leadership and got
the scheme scuttled. For all the
noises against him, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee does not appear to
be perturbed. Information is that
he had obtained the approval of

Prakash Karat, party general sec-
retary, and Anil Biswas. Further,
the arguments on fringe benefits
from the investment intlating the
party coffers before the state
assembly clection next year is
expected 1o be the last word in
inner-party contabulations.

Decades of crony capitalism
and close links with Suharto had
enabled the cthnic Chinese-own-
ed Salim grouy to become the lar-
gest multi-national business con-
glomerate in {ndonesia. Headed
by Liem Sioe Liong, it once con-
trolled an cstimated 200 compa-
nties rangitg, from listed blue chips
such as Indofood and Indocement
in Indonesia, QAF in Singapore,
First Pacitic Co in Hong Kong and
the Metro-bacitic wroup in the
Fhilippines. Iis sprawling corpo-
rate empire also ran palm oil
plantations, owned coalmines and
produced  textiles. In Indonesia,
the Salims™ $20 billion annual
LEVENeY accound for tive per cent
of the GDE Q7 its 200,000 e
ployces around the world, 91,000
arc based in tndonesia.

The tinancial crists that swept
“vet Aseart and ihe fall of Subarto
fn e late ninctios badly affecred
the Salims. When its Bank Central
Asia faced a run, the Indonesian
government bailed it out by pro-
viding  credit of $12 billion. For
vaying off its debt, the Salim
gwaiip has sold off 20 of its com-
panics including its Batman and
Bintan Industrial estates. In the
post-Suharto era, the Indonesian
ministry of forest and plantation
mvestigated  complaints that the
Salims had misappropriated land
of thousands of villagers. In the
Fhilippines, the Salim group faced
accusations of sccuring through
corrupt officials tax breaks in bil-
lions of pesos for its Mctro Pacific
Group, the owner and developer
ot the Fort Bonitacio Global City
project in Taguig. That resulted in
a big tax collection shortfall
which, in turn, contributed great-
Iy to a record-breaking budget de-
ficit of the nutional government.
Anil Biswas has confessed that he
kiows next (o nothing about the
Sahm group.

On account of its known
antecedents, the Salim  group
would need to be kept on a tight
leash if and when it comes in.
Does the Left Front regime have
the oreunisation and expertise to
monifor its activitics?
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_Cooch Behar killings

” spark

KOLKATA, Sept. 21. — A day and five
deaths later, Cooch Behar emerged as a
potential potboiler with the CPI-M and
Forward Bloc exchanging blames, at a
level rarely witnessed before. A, (\

While Mr Kamal Guha, state agric&l-
ture minister and vice- chairman of the
North Bengal Development Council,
blamed the administration for the chaos
that was reigning in Cooch Behar, the
CPI-M state secretary, Mr Anil Biswas,
found Mr Guha “instigating the agita-
tors“ instead of doing something for the
region as NBDC vice-chairman.

Today’s exchange is likely to add a new
dimension to the local political equations
when the chief minister, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, addresses a Left Front
meeting on 24 September. The Union
home minister, Mr Shivraj Patil, is sched-
uled to visit the Berubari area on 25
September to oversee BSF operations.

“I had warned the government two
years ago and asked the chief minister as
well as the chief secretary and the home
secretary to take action. But they did not
bother to react. The Greater Cooch
Behar Peoples’ Association is spreading
canards about the agreement that was
signed between the Maharaja of Cooch
Behar and the Government of India
before the merger of the state”, Mr Guha
said at Writers’ Buildings today.

“Why is he blaming others? As vice-
chairman of the NBDC, why didn’t he
convene a meeting to discuss these
issues? What initiative has he taken to
ensure development of the region? We
should exercise restraint when we talk.
There is no point instigating the local
people now”, Mr Biswas said while react-
ing to Mr Guha’s statement. He also
issued a statement giving details of what
the Left Front had done for the poor and
and landless farmers. Without naming
any political party, Mr Biswas said those
demanding a judicial inquiry were indi-
rectly instigating the agitators.

Mr Guha claimed that the GCPA was
telling the local people that they need not
pay taxes and that the Maharaja had left a

Left row

GCPA denies hand in
top cop’s death

COOCH BEHAR/KOLKATA, Sept. 21.— Thou-
sands of Greater Cooch Behar People’s Asso-
ciation (GCPA) supporters continued their fast-
unto-death agitation, having begun it yesterday.
Six of them, ill, have had to be shifted to
hospital. The GCPA, to be at it until the home
ministry yields, denied attacking policemen
yesterday. It said it did not know whe had done
so. According to it, it does not harm even the
CPI-M. The Forward Bloc claimed to have
organised anti-GCPA rallies around the district
today as the separatists vowed to carry on till
“victory” was achieved. In Kolkata, grieving
people poured into Gas Street today for a last
glimpse of Mustag bhaj, the additional
superintendent of Kalimpong slain in
yesterday’s police-GCPA confrontation. The
body was flown in from Bagdogra. Ahmed, a
pan-vendor's son, was born and brought up in
this economically low-profile area. He is the first
high-rank West Bengal police officer to have
died in action in more than two decades. Vinod
Mehta, deputy commissioner (port), was killed
by a Garden Reach mob in 1984. Some 25
junior policemen have died since 2003 whilst
doing duty in West Bengal’s Maoist-dominated

districts. — SNS 0. i\

fortune for the development of ‘the state
which continued to lie unutilised with the
government. “I requested the chief minis-
ter to take up the issue with the Centre and
procure a copy of the original agreement
and make it public. But I was laughed
aside. Only the Forward Bloc tried to add-

" ress the issue politically at local levels but

other Left parties kept mum,” he said.

“I don’t think many Rajbansis are sup-
porting the movement. There is a possi-
bility that Kamtapuris were behind the
violence yesterday. However, it is our
failure even if one local resident takes
their side”, said Mr Guha

The minister said he did not know Mr
Bansibadan Burman, the GCPA leader.
“I have heard that he used to be an SFI
activist. But I don’t know about the forces
behind him.”

North-South divide reflected, page 8



/C&)CH BEHAR SEPARATISTS ON THE RAMPAGE

Top cop among

£\
AN

Statesman News Service

COOCH BEHAR/KOLKATA, Sept. 20
— Five people, including three police-
men, were killed and several others
injured in a clash between The Greater
Cooch Behar People’s Association
activists and the force at Khagrabari near
Cooch Behar town today. A curfew has
been imposed upon the area.

The GCPA wants an “interim govern-
ment in Cooch Behar” and no polls in the
district as the terms on which it allowed
itself to be included in India have been
“violated.”

The previously Princely state of Cooch
Behar had joined the Union of India on

! 12 September, 1949, before merging into
West Bengal on 19 January, 1950.

Mr Mustak Ahmed, Additional
' Superintendent of Police, Kalimpong, was
killed at Chakchaka when a mob threw
stones at him. He led the police contingent
at Chakchaka, Mr Raj Kanojia, inspector-
general, law and order, said. The two other
policemen to have been killed are Gour
Chandra Dhar (48) and Jogesh Chandra
Sarkar (47), said North Bengal’s inspector-
general, Mr KIL. Meena. Two GCPA
activists died in police firing. Mrs
Tanushree Biswas, officer-in-charge of the
Siliguri police women’s cell, Ms Mumtaz

five killed

Begum, inspector, Bagdogra, and consta-
bles Gore Tamang and Dilip Pradhan,
injured, were taken to a nursing home at
Siliguri. The IG said the police had told the
GCPA to remove a road-block. Then they
started firing: “only eight rounds,” said the
police while locals dlleged a 15-minute
fusillade. Mr Meena, too, was injured in
the scrimmage. At Khagrabari and
Chakchaka, several police vehicles and the
Cooch Behar magistrate’s car were dam-
aged. The magistrate, Dr Ravi Inder Singh,
ordered an extension of prohibitory orders
under Section 144 Cr PC by another 24
hours. Some 23 GCPA supporters found
themselves in MJN Hospital. Four hun-
dred people were arrested. The GCPA
general secretary, Mr Bangshi Badan
Sarkar, demanded an inquiry by a
Supreme Court judge into today’s incident,
alleging that the party’s fasting supporters
had been stopped by the police from mov-
ing towards the town. The district Trinamul
Congress president, Mr Rabindra Nath
Ghosh, too, demanded a judicial inquiry.
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee is to come
here on Saturday for an ‘anti-Greater
Cooch Behar’ gathering organised by the
Left Front at the airport ground.

Earlier, the GCPA announced a mass
fast-unto-death programme, scheduling its
start for today. It wants Cooch Behar made
a C-category state. -



ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Sept. 20: The gov-
ernment today announced its
plan to set up a special force to
tackle Naxalites.

“If they continue to use
arms, we will respond in a
befitting manner,” said home
secretary Prasad Ranjan Roy,
who returned from Delhi tod-
ay after attending a meeting of
a committee comprising rep-
resentatives from the 13 states
hit by extremist activists.

Ruling out possibility of
any immediate dialogue with
the CPI (Maoist) activists, Roy
said: “As long as they are
carrying weapons, there is no
room for talks.”

However, the state, Roy
added, is still not considering
banning the rebels, as in And-
hra Pradesh.

The new force would com-
prise personnel from the Indi-
an Reserve Battalion and the
Eastern Frontier Rifles.

The areas that appear pro-
minently on Maoist maps are

seven districts of Orissa and

“"New force to
fight Ma
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parts of Bthr Chhattlsgarh
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh.

Rebel activities are relativ-
ely less in Bengal, but the poli-
ce in the state had been shaken
up by a series of strikes in the
past few years.

Maoists in the state are act-
ive in the hills and jungles of
Purulia, Bankura and West
Midnapore. “Although there
are some activities of the Mao-
ist rebels in some pockets of
the three districts, life is more
or less normal there,” the ho-
me secretary claimed.

The government is in con-
tact with other Maoist-hit stat-
es and exchanging informati-
on. “A joint action against the
rebels has been launched in
Jharkhand,” Roy said, adding
that they were spreading base
in Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh
and parts of Kerala. “This in-
formation is new to us.”

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee had said last
week that the Maoists were
trying to create a corridor
from Nepal through Bengal.
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engue affecte
3,000 mark in

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA. Sept. 18. — The dengue
menace continues to give sleepless
nights to the state health depart-
ment. Though no more death was
reported. the number of those
affected with the discase has nearly
touched the 3,000 mark.

A total of 2,957 people have been
affected with the discase across the
state. The number of affected in
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
area has reached 1861 with 122
more people affected with the dis-
ease in the past 24 hours.

However, the health authoritics
have now started visiting affected
areas outside Kolkata. Dr Prabhakar
Chatterjec, director of health ser-
vices, today visited Malda. the dis-
trict that i< in the grip of a mystery
fever attuck.

Dr Chatterjee told The Statesman
that kits and chemicals nceded for
dengue and Japancse cncephalitis
confirmation test that were ordered
a few days ago have rcached the
state and the confirmation test for
both these discases have started
once again in the government med-
ical colleges in the districts.

“Proper measures have been initi-
ated to arrest the crisis in Malda.

TAKING STOCK

| 2,957 affected across state
® 1,861 in KMC area alone

However, the dengue menace is
completely under control. The situa-
lion would become normal soon,”
Dr Chatterjee said.

In Malda, Dr Chatterjee had to
face the fury of BIP leaders today
when he reached here to take stock
of the situation in the district in the
wake of outbreak of mystery disease.

In another development, the
health department has sanctioned Rs
11 lakh for Malda district to deal with
mystery fever disease here which has
taken alarming proportions.

Humdreds of BJP supporters
gheraoed Dr Chatterjee in front of
the Malda CMOH office, besides
welcoming him with black flags.
Peeved at fresh outbreak of mystery
fever in Manikchak block and death
of three persons, the BJP leaders
even tried to prevent Dr Chatterjee
from entering the hospital.

The protest continued for more
than an hour. Police had to inter-
vene to bring the situation under
control.

Talking about the mystery fever
which has claimed so many lives in

d nears

R ‘\qu l.7f\( S

state

the district over the past two weeks,
Dr Prabhakar Chattapadhyay said:
“Encephalopathy is a broad term. It
includes encephalitis, Japanese
encephalitis, plasmodium or falci-
parum, malaria and many diseases,
but not dengue”.

According to sources at Malda dis-
trict hospital, of the 28 fever victims,
17 persons have died of encephalopa-
thy in the district hospital since 30
August and over 1500 have been
affected by the same disease.

According to a definition in a web-
site, encephalopathy is a “serious
brain function abnormalities experi-
enced by some patients with advanced
liver disease. Symptoms most com-
monly include confusion, disorienta-
tion, insomnia, and may progress to a
coma’.

Speaking to reporters here today.
Dr Chatterjee said: “Without serolo-
gy test, we can not identify a dengue
patient. In Malda, 24 cases have been
detected as having anti-body to
dengue. No person has died due to
dengue here so far.”

He, however, refused to comment
on blood test reports in the private
clinics in the district. On an average.
10 per cent of total blood test
reports have been identified as anti
body to dengue reactive cases in this
district. P
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"Mamata assails move to acquire
farmland for industrial use 1 ¢

Alleges “hidden" intentions to harm farmers’ interests W

Special Correspondent \g I

KOLKATA: Ridiculing the assur-
ance that the interests of farm-
ers would be safeguarded in any
move to set up new industries in
the State, Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee said here
on Wednesday that they were a
part of a design to “hoodwink”
people on the hidden intentions
of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) to acquire agricultural
land for industrial purposes and
real-estate.

In what is being construed as
an attempt to refurbish the par-
ty’s image in rural West Bengal
where it has suffered an erosion
in support base Mamata Baner-
Jjee announced at a rally here
that the Trinamool would
launch a series of agitation
across the State to “expose the
CPI(M)’s design” to dispossess
farmers of their land.

“It will be the farmers who
will ensure that the Left Front is
not returned to power in the
next polls,” she said.

Ever since the party’s debacle
in the last Lok Sabha elections in
2004 the Trinamool leadership
has been looking for ways to re-
vive the morale of its party work-
ers. The party believes that the

UP IN ARMS: Trinomool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee
leading a protest a rally in Kolkata on Wednesday. -
PHOTO: SUSHANTA PATRONOBISH

land transfer controversy can
help it win the confidence of the
rural voter.

On the pretext of industrial-
isation the CPIM) was dispos-
sessing farmers of their land.
The Trinamool had chalked out
a campaign against the move till
next year’s Assembly elections,
party leaders said.

Ms. Banerjee’s decision to ad-
dress the rally from a jeep

parked at the centre of a major
intersection led to traffic being
held up. A steady shower did not
deter her. She was particularly
critical of the proposal to invite
the Indonesia-based Salim
Group for setting up an econom-
ic zone and health city in the two
districts of South and North 24
Parganas projects which
would require at least 5,000
acres of land.
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" STATE, KMC FILE AFFIDAVIT ON FEVER FIGURE

Dengue tol

KOLKATA, Sept. 9. —
An affidavit filed by the
West Bengal Government
in Calcutta High Court
today stated that 16 peo-
ple have died of dengue
fever and 1,252 affected
by it in the State.

The 61-page affidavit
gave details of the mea-
sures taken by the author-
_ities to combat the dis-
ease.

The KMC also filed a
27-page affidavit speci-
fying the preventive and
curative measures it had
" taken to fight dengue in
" the city. .

The Division Bench of
the Chief Justice, Mr VS
Sirpurkar and Mr Justice
Asck Ganguly observed

Mayor be 3 h dlﬁor

KOLKATA, Sept. 9. — Confusion over the actual number
of dengue patlients in the KMC area continues, While the
mayor today said 674 people in the KMC area were
suffering from the disease, health authorities informed
that 870 people were afflicted. The dengue toll reached 17
after Snigdha Bhattacharya (23) from Baguihati, North
24-Parganss died yesterday. According to the state health
department, the total number of afflicted has gone up to
1,380. The three-member vector management specialist
team from the Indian Council of Medical Research, Pune
reached the city today. The state health authorities listed
the existing vector control facilities. Health authorities
reported that that they would visit a few areas where
currently vector control measures were being employed,
Meanwhile, the SUCI staged a demonstration in front of
the VVIP gate of the KMC, alleging that the civic body
had neglected to counter the lethal disease effectively,
They also demanded compensation for the families of
victims, — SNS

that the KMC should private practitioners for
take = the help of dlagnosmg and

116

M‘W 6.

treating pauents K
dispensaries should be
kegt open till 10 p.m.

he state government

should issue directions to |

all district headquarters
and make medical
facilities available to
the people even
beyond the regular .
hours..

Mr Idris Ali and Mrs
Sreemoyee Mitra who
appeared for the petition-
ers - stated that the
disease has assumed epi-
demic form because. of
the authorities’ failure to
take timely action to
control it.

The government
pleader, Mr Rabilal
Maitra and Mr Debabrata

Roy appeared for the
state.




NO FARM LAND FOR SALIM GROUP

Allies force

Buddha
oo U-tarn, <«

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Sept. 9. — Buckling
under pressure from the smaller par-
ties in the Left Front, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee took a 180 degree turn
today. At the first meeting of the
Front after his return from Indonesia,
the chief minister declared that land
for the Salim Group’s knowledge city
and health city would be allotted at
Rajarhat and not in the agrarian belts
of North and South 24-Parganas.

He also agreed to attend all
“important meetings” of the Left
Front and keep the partners
informed of government plans.

Mr Bhattacharjee assured RSP,
CPI and Forward Bloc leaders that
except for a proposed two-wheeler
factory to be set on fallow land at
Uluberia, he had not signed any
other agreement with the Salim
group. The rest, he said, were all
MoUs and nothing had been
finalised in regard to allotment of
tand and the nature of the project.

After his so-called dream run in
Singapore and Indonesia, it was more
of a walk on thin ice for Mr Bhat-
tacharjee at the Alimuddin Street
meeting which ended at 1.30 p.m. Mr
Jyoti Basu was among those present.

In a bid to project the Front as
“one”, LF chairman and CPI-M
Politburo member Mr Biman Bose
said: “There was no disagreement
among members. There was no dis-
cussion on the Salim Group and
there was no debate on distribution

’\V'

« And what Biswas said

KOLKATA, Sept. 9. — Barely hours after
the Left Front meeting, CPI-M state
secretary Mr Anit Biswas announced at a
general body meeting of the party’s South
24-Pragans unit that farmers might have
to sacrifice multi-crop producing
agricultural fand for industries to come up.
The meeting was held at the Jadavpur
stadium this evening and Mr Jyoti Basu
was present. Mr Biswas said that one
member from a family losing a multi-crop
agricultural land would be given a
permanent job by the government. Those
losing households would be provided with
an alternative household elsewhere. He
said Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee was
only following the industrial policy initiated
by Mr Jyoti Basu. — SNS

of agricultural land for industry. We
felt that the Front members should
meet more frequently so that there is
no communication gap. We unani-
mously decided that the stress will be
on both agriculture and industry”.

Though Mr Bose claimed that he,
did not hear any discordant noises %:
the meeting, a participant told The
Statesman that the smaller parties
made it clear that they would not
accept “conversion” of agricultural
land.

Mr Bose added that land-mapping
had already started and that a road
connecting Kukrahati with Barasat
would be constructed as part of the
North-South corridor project taken
up during the tenure of Mr Jyoti
Basu.

-
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Hearmg put off
- after violence

W\‘

Clockmse from the top A freedom -fighter from Mndnapore (Eastjon a hunger stnke on the dais, cops

fire tear-gas shells at the mob, a Trinamul supporter being dragged by the policemen, Miss Mamata
Banerjee calls for total non-cooperation to the delimitation hearing in Durgapur on Wednesday.

- l e Staues”\a”

Statesman News Service

DURGAPUR, Sept 7. —
Large-scale violence by
Trinamul Congress sup-
porters led to the postpone-
ment of the Delimitation
Commission hearing for
seven south Bengal districts
here today. The police
resorted to a lathi-charge
and fired tear-gas shells to
disperse the mob. Eighteen
partymen were arrested in
two phases. The crowd
managed to snatch away an
arrested MLA from police
custody.

The party MLAs present
inside the auditorium

abused the commission
members and attacked the
officials. Trouble started
when Trinamul MLAs
demanded that thousands
of their supporters be
allowed to participate in
the hearing. The hearing
for seven South Bengal dis-
tricts — Burdwan,
Birbhum,Purulia, Bankura,
Hooghly, Midnapore (East
& West) — was scheduled
at Srijoni hall.

The chairman of the
Delimitation Commission,
Mr Kuldip Singh, post-
poned the hearing finally
around 11.45 a.m. in view
of the chaotic scenes. The

secretary of the commis-
sion, Mr Shangara Ram,
stated, “‘members of the
commission and some of
the officials were abused
and threatened, there were
scuffles among the differ-
ent sections of the public, a
lady police officer was
assaulted by a lady leader
of a political party, the pub-
lic address system was dam-
aged and water bottles
were thrown at the dais)’
Addressing a rally, Miss
Mamata Banerjee threat-
ened to teach a lesson to
the commission and the
CPI-M at the hearing i
Kolkata tomorrow. -
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Govt says past
its control

A STAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Sept. 6: The den-
gue epidemic in the state is
“beyond the control” of the
government, health secre-
tary Kalyan Bagchi said
today.

“Dengue cases are going
up daily and so are the
deaths,” he said.

Bagchi said the number of
dengue deaths had today
touched 15, up from the 14 an-
nounced yesterday, while'con-
firmed cases had risen to 925
from yesterday’s 820.

The crisis would not have
occurred had the government
and civic authorities not cho-
sen to overlook the dengue
cases that were reported from
various.parts of the state over
the past decade. Routinely,
they were shoved under the
carpet as either viral fever or
sometimes as “mystery fever”.

The government admits
that since the 12 haemorrhag-
ic dengue deaths in 1990, there
have been similar “sporadic
cases” — about two or three —
every ye:

.t these deaths were not

of major concern as they were
neither concentrated in one lo-
cality nor was there any signi-
ficant increase in their numb-
ers,” said Prabhakar Chatter-
jee, the director of health
services,

“Whenever we recelved re-
ports from local agencies, we
launched vector control pro-
grammes to get rid of the
dengue-causing Aedes Aegyp-
ti mosquitoes. This may not
have been enough.”

Virologists of the School of
Tropical Medicine say it is im-
possible for an epidemic of
this proportion to-break out if
the mosquito poptilation was
under control.

“Mosquitoes have been
thriving in ideal breeding
grounds right under our noses
in open water tanks and other
water bodies. The mosquitoes
have crossed the critical densi-
tylevel, which is an imaginary
line for gauging an epidemic,”
said a senior virologist.

The virologists blame the
authorities, mainly the Cal-
cutta Municipal Corporation’s
health wing, for being either
ignorant or indifferent.

“I am pretty certain that
many of the cases of the so-
called mystery fever were in
reality dengue,” said Apurba
Ghosh, director of the Insti-
tute of Child Health.

Children are especially
vilnerable to dengue.

“From the reports I have
received from city hospitals in
the past couple of years, it is
clear to me that dengue has
been striking with increasing
regularity for quité somre
time,” hosh said.

Virologists say vector con-
trol is poorly coordinated.
Conditions for rapid growth of
the mosquito population are
also “ideal” — stagnant water
at construction sites.

The state has sought the
help of the National Institute
of Virology and the National

Institute of Cholera and Ente-

ric Diseases to combat the
epidemic.
B See Page 6 & Metro

Are you satisfied with
administ jion’a;_ hand

Op/nlnn poll conducted on Tugsday
in Calcutta and Salt Lake

"Dengue cover-up to crisis

| THUMBS DOWN AND THUMB RULE

>

IMA GUIDE

| FOR PATIENTS |
=~y

| @ Do not panic. If you
| have fever,gotoa
doctor

oif you are suffering
from classical
dengue, you will

X' recover with adequate
treatment

s As far as possible, ]
use mosquito N
repellents, especially
morning and evemng

IMA GUIDE FOR DOCTORS

V guideiines on dengue management
e on Net)

ms ar¥similar to classical dengus, check
nt and advise dengue antigen test

I platelet count is below 1 lakh and there's fluid -
lation.or leak, immediately admit patient to
hospital and give him plenty of fluids

eLook for rashes in the mouth (soft palate area)
and then rfashes in the body with severe body ache

eltthere’s bleeding from nose, refer to hospital

" IMA: Indian Medical Association



State not to ban Mamsts

_Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Sept. 6. —
The Left Front govern-
ment in West Bengal will

not ban the CPI-M
(Maoist), said chief minis-
ter Mr Buddhadeb

Bhattacharjee today. “We
need not ban them. We
are doing things to handle
them without the ban,” he
said when reporters
sought his reaction to the
Chattisgarh BJP govern-
ment’s ban on the Maoists
following the killings of 23

security personne n a
mine blast. Jharkhand has
also preferred the same
policy as chief minister Mr
Arjun Munda indicated in
Kolkata yesterday. Mr
Munda emphasised on
evolving a common and
comprehensive  strategy
for all the nine ‘Naxalite-
troubled’ states.
Launching huge police
operations in the tribal
areas of West Midnapur-
Bankura-Purulia after the
killings, Mr Bhattacharjee
swooped down on some
front-ranking Maoists in

the stat%: ée refusgd >%

enter into any dialogue
with the Maoists despite
being urged to do so by
the allies as well as the
UPA government at the
Centre.

Even if CPM general
secretary Mr  Prakash
Karat had a meeting with
top guns of Nepalese
Maoists in Delhi and
opposed Indian military
support to that country,
Mr Bhattacharjee and
state party secretary Mr
Anil Biswas ruled out
talks with ultras unless

t‘hp shunned violence.
The failure of talks in
Andhra and renewal of
full-scale police opera-
tions against Naxalites
there only strengthened
Mr Bhattacharjee’s stand.
The CPM leadership has
decided not to clamp an
official ban, apprehending
that it would allow
Maoists to draw political
mileage benefiting the
Opposition, particularly
when Assembly polls are
round the corner.
Moreover, LF allies are
not in favour of a ban.
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Other diseases with

same symptoms in air

Dengue |
on scale of 1
epidemic

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Sept. 5: Bengal is
in the grip of a dengue epi-
demic, Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee’s government an-
nounced today, and Calcut-
ta has reported the largest
number of cases.

After briefing the chief
minister, health minister
Surjya Kanta Mishra told re-
porters at Writers’ Buildings

FEVER PITCH

DENGUE ZONES
Figures signify number of cases
Calcutta 518
| North 24-Parganas™ | 88
South 24-Parganas 35
Saltlake . @ .| 26
Howrah 22}
Hooghly 20|
Birbhum 16 |

*Exchiding Saft Lake
SYMPTOMS
cH’:gh fever ;

105 degrees
sAcute pain in joints/
muscleshead
«Vomiting and nausea

sFever may subside after
a few days but beware

of relapse

this evening: “The number of
dengue cases detected are
way above normal, so the out-
break can be officially
termed an epidemic.”

Other than dengue, malar-
ia, typhoid, viral fever and en-
cephalitis are also afflicting
people, especially in Calcutta,
Mishra said. In many cases,
clinical diagnosis has become
difficult as most of these dis-
eases have similar symptoms.

“We have reasons tobe con-
cerned about the situation and
have to be extremely careful in
handling it. But we are on the
alert,” the minister said.

According to the govern-
ment, there have been 820 con-
firmed cases of dengue in the
past month. Fourteen deaths
have been reported from
across the state.

“Of the blood samples that
have been sent for testing,
about 40 per cent have turned
out to be positive for dengue,”
Mishra said. “We will get the

e

Q& m.

reports of another hundred
tests tomorrow.”

The situation is worst in
Calcutta, where official fig-
ures state that 518 dengue
cases have been detected.
Cases have been reported also

from Salt Lake, parts of North |
and South 24-Parganas,
Howrah and Hooghly.

Almost every city hospital
is handling patients complain-
ing of fever and “dengue-like
symptoms”. Megdical College,
NRS and RG Kar Hospital are
each receiving about 50 sus-
pected cases of dengue every
day. Hospital authorities said
they do not have the antigen
Kkits to test dengue and all pa-
tients are being directed to the
School of Tropical Medicine.

Mishra said sporadic cases
of dengue have been reported]
in the-state ovet the past few
years with an annual average
of 20 to 30. “These cases have

. been spread out with not more

than one or two being reported
from a particular area,” he
said. “But it appears to have
peaked this year.”

The Indian Medical Asso-
ciation says the warning was
there for all to see. “The gov-
ernment could have nipped
the problem in the bud had it
acted earlier by destroying the
breeding ground of the mos-
quitoes,” said R.D. Dubey, the
joint secretary ¢headquarters)
of the IMA.

“Now the mosquito popu-
lation has reached critical
density proportion, enough to
cause an epidemic,” he said.

Referring to a World

Health Organisation report,
Mishra said five to 10 crore
people are affected by dengue
all over the world every year,
out of which five lakh are re-
ported to be haemorrhagic
dengue, which can be fatal.

in 2003, 12,000 cases of
dengue were reported in the
country, of which a third were
in Delhi and Haryana, another
third in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu and the remaining in the
rest.

Mishra asked people not to
ignore fever. “We are issuing
publicity campaigns, inform-
ing people of the symptoms.
One must take medical advice
if they have fever. Experience
shows how Delhi suffered for
two years,” he said/

£
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Mamata men
scuttle rejig -
panel hearmg

PRAMOD Giri
Siliguri, September 5

WL‘:

THE FIRST-EVER public hear-
ing of the Delimitation Commis-
sion in North Bengal was called
off on Monday following Tri-
namool Congress demonstra-
tions, led by party chief Mamata
Banerjee and MLA Saugata Roy.

Delimitation Commission
chairman justice (retd) Kuldip
Singh adjourned the hearing af-
ter Trinamool legislator and as-
sociate member of the panel, Di-
pak Kumar Ghosh, staged a
walkout and reports poured in
that the police had cane-charged
Trinamool supporters outside
Dinabandhu Manch, the venue
of the meeting.

The Delimitation Commission
had earned the ire of the Tri-
namool Congress for fixing only
three-and-a-half hours for the
hearing on the delimitation of
Assembly and Lok Sabha con-
stituencies in six districts of
North Bengal. Mamata, who ar-
rived in Siliguri on Sunday, had
said the hearing would be a farce
because the panel would not be
able to lend ear to all objections
within the stipulated time. She
had threatened to disrupt the
proceedings if the time of the
hearing wasn’t extended.

Trouble brewed on Monday af-
ter Trinamool ML A Saugata Roy
challenged the presence of the

Y (o &
state’s chief electlon officer, fa‘
sudev Banerjee. Roy said, sifyce
Banerjee wasn't even an associ-
ate member of the Delimitation
Commission, he had no right to
be present in the panel.

Tension inside the hall in-
creased further when represen-
tatives of the Darjeeling Hills
asked the commission members
to stop the hearing, as notifica-
tions were not published in
Nepali and Hindi dailies.

Meanwhile, anarchy reigned
outside Dinabandhu Manch, as
thousands of the Trinamool sup-
porters led by Mamata broke po-
lice barricades and tried to enter
the hall. The Trinamool chief
staged a sit-in outside the hall af-
ter some of her supporters were
injured when cops cane-charged
them to prevent entry into the
hall. Trinamool workers shouted
slogans against the Delimitation
Commission, saying the very
procedure of the hearing was il-
legal. Mamata demanded a fresh
notification on the hearing. -

While chaos reigned both in-
side and outside the hall, the stip-
ulated three-and-a-half hours for
the hearing were over. Tri-
namool leaders trooped to the
dais and started shouting slo-
gans against the hearing. This
was followed by a walkout by Tri-
namool MLA Dipak Kumar
Ghosh. After Mamata went in-
side the hall and told the com-

NEELAM GHIMEERAY/HT

Trinamool chief Mamata Banerjee tries to make way for her supporters’ entry into Dinabandhu Manch in Siliguri on Monday.

mission that some people, in-
cluding her party workers po-
licemen, were injured in the fra-
cas outside, panel chairman
Singh was forced to adjourn the
hearing at 8.35 p.m. Singh, how-
ever, did not clarify whether the

hearing will resume on Tuesday. »

Trinamool supporters stopped
agitating outside Dinabandhu
Manch after the news of ad-
journment reached them. They
left the venue and assembled at
Baghajatin Park, where Mamata
addressed a public meeting.

The Trinamool Congress,

which mobilised thousands of
supporters in North Bengal in
view of the public hearing, has
been alleging that the CPI(M)-
led Left Front government is
trying to influence the Delimi-
tation Commission. The party
has demanded that all those

who have submitted their com-
plaints be heard individually.
Though it is not clear what the
Trinamool plans next, sources
indicate that if a fresh notifica-
tion is not issued the party will
launch a legal battle against the
Delimitation Commission. p
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Yechury Says Farmers To Be Compensated For Acquired Land

PM backs

Our Political Bureau

" “NEW DELH! 2 SEPTEMBER

HE CPM politburoand cen-
tral committee meetings
got underway on Friday to
an overriding support for West
Bengal chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s reform pitch. His
plantoprovide 5,100 acresofland
in 24 South Parganas, induding
farm land if necessary, to the In-
donesian group Salim for a town-
ship development project, was
also appreciated. “No prime agri-
cultural land will be provided for
setting up industries. As the de-
mand (of Salim Group) is 5,000
acres, some small plots of agricul-
tural land could be included. The
farmers, whose land will be ac-
quired, will be properly compen-
sated,” politburo member Sitaram
Yechury said.
Mr Bhattacharjee said his gov-
ernment was yet to identify the

Bengal r

land to be given over.

When asked about newspaper
teports suggesting that farm
lands in the district had already
been sold to builders, hence not
requiring the government inter-
vention on the matter, Mr Bhat-

Charjee rubbished the reports
as “imagination”. Mr Yechury
said the demand of land from the
Salim Group could be met by
land of those companies that had
shut down. “Around 14,000
acres of such land isavailable, " he
said.

Salim Group plans tosetup an
industrial city, health city and
two-wheelers manufacturing
plant in the state. Talking of Mr
Bhattacharjee’s staternents dur-
ing his visit to Indonesia and Sin-
gapore, Mr Yechury said the mat-
ter was discussed in the politburo
and that the party was of the
view that they were in conso-
nance with the stand taken in the
party congress in April.

“The West Bengal chief minis-
ter presented a written report on
his recent visit to Singapore and
Indonesia. There is no dispute in
the party on his statements dur-
ing his visit and the stand of the

%forms

51t Bengal government on
FDI!” he said.

Talking of the controversy
generated by Mr Bhattacharjee’s
statements favouring 100% FDI
in a greenfield airport in Kolkata,
Mr Yechury said it was an “off-
the-cuff remark”. “Nothing has
been finalised on the new airport
near Kolkata. No survey or study
has been done. Whenever the
airport comes up, it will be sub-
ject to the ceilings on FDI in air-
ports set by the Centre, which
stands at 49% now,” he said.

Sources said trade unionists,
such as MK Pandhe, had object-
ed to Mr Bhattacharjee’s plan to
get FDI for a new airport in
Kolkata, but he did not receive
much support. Mr Yechury also
said the party would bring out a
resolution on the present politi-
cal situation in the country, in-
cluding a take on the upcoming

Bihar elections.
e



Buddha green flag
for Red China FDI
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 1. — After wooing Singaporean and /
Indonesian investors, West Bengal chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee today met Chinese officials
here and assured them that their investments in the Left-

Press Trust of India

ruled state would be a profitable venture.

Mr Bhattacharjee also
made it clear to the potential
investors that they should
meet certain conditions like

employment  generation,
capacity augmentation and
technology  upgradation,

CPI-M Politburo member
Mr Sitaram Yechury, who
had  accompanied Mr
Bhattacharjee to the meeting
at the Chinese Embassy
here, said. During his discus-
sions with top Chinese offi-
cials, Mr Bhattacharjee
briefed them on West
Bengal's investment-friendly
environment which was
attracting a large quantum of
FDI and was being eyed by
major foreign players. When
Mr Bhattacharjee was told at
the meeting that several
Chinese firms were interest-
ed in investing in the Left-
ruled state, the chief minis-
ter said they were “most wel-
come”.

A source said that at least
eight Chinese firms, a few in
the iron and steel sector and

a large toy umit, weré ready

to make investments in West
Bengal. The CPI-M has been
maintaining that there is no
differencé  between the
approaches of the West
Bengal chief minister and the
party on FDIL The party
leadership has been saying
that the conditions specified

Ground airport
revamp: (PM

NEW DELH[, Sep 1. —
The CPI-M today wanted
the government to hait the
bidding process for
modernisation of Delhi and
Mumbai airports, pending
resolution of some “critical”
issues like sustainability of
other airports that were
dependent on these two
profit-making ones. “The
government has
overlooked several key
concerns like sustainabiity
of the other airports, which
were till now being largely
financed by the major profit
earned by these two
airports,” the party
Politburo said in a
statement. The CPI-M also
asked the government to
take note of the
observations of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the matter,

.saying the modernisation

programme at Mumbai
airport could “only enhance
its technical capability by
ten to 15 per cent and in
any case will become
redundant in addressing
growth projections beyond
2012". — PTI

today by the chief minister, were consistent with the party
line on the matter and acceptance of all FDI in West
Bengal was contingent upon following these conditions.

Politburo meeting, page 5
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Dinner and dash of
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OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, Aug. 31: Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee met
the Prime Minister over
dinner tonight at the end of
a successful day during
which he received assur-
ances of support for his in-
dustrialisation drive from
central leaders.

No one else was present at
the meeting, but there were
indications that Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh was
using the occasion to gain an
insight into the CPM’s mind
on economic reforms.

“He wanted to know who
all I had met in Singapore and
Jakarta. I also told him about
minor state problems,” the
Bengal chief minister said.

Sources said the Prime
Minister offered Bhattachar-
jee help in his efforts to draw
investments. On behalf of his
party, the chief minister
sought to allay Singh'’s fears
about opposition to reforms,

Bhattacharjee’s comments
and business deals in Singa-
pore and Indonesia caused
some flutter back home, giving
the impression that he
and his party differed on

o

Narendra Modi and Bhattacharjee at a meeting in Delhi
on Wednesday. Picture by Rajesh Kumar

economic issues.

“What I said in Singapore
will not change now that I am
back in India,” the chief min-
ister said. “The world is chan-
ging and we have to change,
too. Dogmas do not help.”

True or not —and the CPM
leadership as well as the chief
minister later explained there
are no differences — Singh
had used those comments to
praise Bhattacharjee as a
“role model”.

In the backdrop of the
Left’s differences with his gov-
ernment over reforms --
whereas Bhattacharjee was
sounding more like him — the
Prime Minister’s praise ap-
peared intended to point at a
rift within the CPM.

Whatever the differences
in Delhi between the Congress
and the CPM, Bhattacharjee
would not suffer.

At a meeting earlier in the
day with commerce minister

h for Buddha

Kamal Nath, Bhattacharjee re-
ceived assurances on various
counts. One of these was
money for a special economic
zone extending from Majher-
hat to Budge Budge. Also on
the agenda was infrastructure
development at Haldia.

Nath said the Centre would
make money available to Ben-
gal for public-private infra-
structure projects.

“The government of India
is committed to supporting
the industrialisation plans of
the Bengal government.”

Nath said Bengal would be
the “focus state” at the India
International Trade Fair here.

Bhattacharjee was careful.
Even on contentious labour re-
forms, he said: “Let a proposal
be made, we will look at it.”

About the dinner meeting,
the sources said the Prime
Minister expected to get a
clear indication of the CPM'’s
“mind” on matters on which
the two allies did not agree.

Depending on that, a meet-
ing of the coordination com-
mittee, which the Left has tem-
porarily boycotted to protest
against divestment from Bhel,
might be called.

B See Pages 6, 13
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EST Bengal Chief
Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, now
christened Deng, for his deter-
mined reform drive and crusade
against old communist ‘dogmas’
on Wednesday made a tri-
umphant entry to the
national Capital, his
first after his success-
ful visit of Indonesia
and Singapore.
Adding to the glit-
ter of his visit here was
the fact that it coincid-
ed with, the CPM
headquarters  and

change with the times,
in keeping with the needs of
globalisation.

The meeting between Mr
Bhattacharjee and the PM which
lasted just over an hour, saw the
two leaders discussing Mr Bhat-
tacharjee’s trip to Singapore and
Indonesia. “The Prime Minister
enquired whom all I had met
during my trip and
we also talked about
some minor problems
facing West Bengal,”
Mr Bhattacharjee said
after the meeting.

In his meeting with
Kamal Nath earlier in
the evening on
Wednesday, Mr Bhat-

general secretary
Prakash Karat, as expected,
falling in line with his push
against the hardline mindsets.

As a special gesture , Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, who
had only days ago praised Mr
Bhattacharjee’s forward-looking
attitude to reforms, hosted a spe-
cal dinner in his honour at his 7,
Race Course residence. The Cen-
tre also extended full support to
the- CM’s many developmental
projects.

Earlier in the evening, Mr
Bhattacharjee also met the min-
ister for commerce and industry,
Kamal Nath, where true to his
present form, he reiterated the
view that communists needed to

. tacharjee  discussed
plans to make the state a com-
mercial hub. After the meeting,
Kamal Nath said in the forthcom-
ing India International Trade Fair,
West Bengal would be the state
focused on. He said one full day of
the trade fair would be reserved
for West Bengal and a special in-
vestment summit would be held
on that occasion.

He also said the Centre would
help the state with the develop-
ment of its Special Economic
Zones (SEZs). He said his govern-
ment was seeking the help of the
Central government for projects
such as the Foundry Park, and for
infrastructure facilities for Haldia
Petrochemicals.



N
doubt if many people today
remember the controversy
that broke when the Tatas
proposed to build the Taj
Bengal hotel in Calcutta. It

was the first major investment in
a big hotel in the city in many
years. It would be an environmen-
tal disaster, the campaigners
cried, because the hotel would
block the passage of the Siberian
cranes that flock to the Alipore
zoo in winter. You might laugh it
away today, but in those days it
was sought to be projected as a se-
rious matter, thanks to the busi-
ness strategies of the hotel lobby
in the old economy that feared
competition.

The memories of similar con-
troversies over the Haldia petro-
chemical project would, however,
be fresh in many

‘Heed the signs of the changing times

The most banal of the argu-
ments is the one which opposes in-
vestments by the Salim group be-
cause it had close links with the
former Indonesian dictator, Suha-
rto, whose government killed hun-
dreds of thousands of Indonesian
communists. By this logic, Bengal
must not do any business with the
Americans who not only propped
up Suharto but were also respon-
sible for anti-communist wars and
coups in many other countries. If
you extend the logic to include
American allies, there would be
few countries with which Bengal
can hope to do business.

his incredible argument
I has been offered by some of
the CPI(M)’s allies. Even

some leaders of the Trinamool
Congress  have

people’s minds. It
would never hap-
pen, said the cyn-
ics, who doubted
the credentials of
Purnendu Chat-
terjee’s businesses
and the Bengal
government’s abil-
ity to pull it
through. Unlike in
the case of Taj
Bengal, the scepti-
cism over Haldia
was shared by people who gen-
uinely wanted new industries to
be set up in Bengal.

he two examples come to
I mind as one looks at the
controversies sparked by
the investment proposals by In-
donesia’s Salim Group of Indus-
tries. The objections range from
the purely populist to the absurd.
The overwhelming argument, of
course, is the one shared by the
principal opposition party, the
Trinamool Congress, and the
Communist Party of India (Marx-
istY’s allies in the Left Front gov-
ernment — it relates to the ques-
tion of using agricultural land for
setting up industries.

Before coming to the land
question, let me quickly go over
the arguments that are too banal
to need elaborate comments.

£ The most banal
of the objections
against invest-
ments by the Salim
group is that it had
close links with
the Indonesian
dictator, Suharto’

used it with the
hope of winning
these leftists over
in their battle ag-
ainst the Marx-
ists. The argum-
ent shows how id-
eological claptrap
can be pushed to
absurd levels.

By contrast,
the questions ab-
out the financial
stability of the
Salim group are valid ones. But,
these questions are clearly unin-
formed. Big companies do go
bankrupt, as the case of Enron
proved once again. The Salim
group too had its ups and downs,
like many other Indonesian com-
panies. Questions about legality
and fairness have been raised over
many of its business deals.

“The Salim group will not go
bankrupt,” said Christiano Wibi-
sono, head of the Indonesian Busi-
ness Data Centre, in 2000, “but will
shrink if the government insists
on investigating all its business
deals.” Would not that be true of
many business groups anywhere,
including some in India? But then,
in the same year, the International
Monetary Fund said, “The Salim
Group is too important to dis-
member.” And, two years after the
southeast Asian currency crisis

Most of the arguments against the Salim group’s investment plans
are banal, and prevent the real issues of agricultural and industrial
stagnation from coming to the fore, writes Ashis Chakrabarti

in 1997, the Forbes magazine
wrote, “The Salim Group is
among the richest in the world.”
It would be simply naive to
think that the governments and
companies in China, Vietnam,
Philippines or some in west Asia,
with which the Salim group has
diverse businesses, would have
joined hands with it unless they
were confident of its business cre-
dentials. And, Salim’s recent in-
vestments and acquisitions in
China include the 45 per cent
stake of COSCO Property group,

Never mind the critics

one of the biggest business con-
glomerates in Shanghai, where
the Indonesian firm is engaged in
real estate, hotel, dairy and other
businesses.

The leftist doubters of Bengal
should be happy to know that all
Chinese directors on the COSCO
board are leaders or members of
the Chinese Communist Party. If
they are still unconvinced about
Salim’s business worth, they prob-
ably have other problems.

Now to the land question.
From the Durgapur Steel Plant in

the Fifties to the Haldia petro-
chemical and the Mitsubishi proj-
ects and the power plant at Ba-
kreswar, industrial units have
come up on agricultural land.
Even the new townships at Ra-
jarhat and west Howrah are com-
ing up on such land. The same is
true of the sponge iron and mini-
steel plants which were recently
set up near Durgapur or Bankura.
Anywhere in the world, economic
development has meant transfor-
mation of rural economies into in-
dustrial and urban ones. So, what

is this noise about the Salim
group’s investment proposals?

True, agriculture remains the
principal livelihood for the major-
ity of Bengal's — and India’s —
people. It is crucial to ensure the
food security that Bengal has
achieved, thanks to land reforms
and other changes in the agrarian
economy. It would be suicidal to
throw that advantage away. But
who can deny the importance of
industrialization, especially be-
cause even an improved agricul-
tural production can no longer
sustain the economic needs of a
growing rural population? How
can anyone deny farmers an op-
portunity to graduate to an indus-
trialized, urban living?

Let the Salim group go to
places like Bankura and Purulia,
where the land is

pation for an increasing number
of farmers, particularly the small
and marginal ones.

They have neither the support
of a government-backed market-
ing infrastructure — (rural coop-
eratives have been a complete fail-
ure in Bengal) — nor an access to
the free market. More affluent
farmers can still manage to make
money, but small peasants are
forced to survive, as in the olden
days, at the mercy of middlemen
and other exploiters. The result is
a new pauperization of the peas-
antry, which makes it survive on
doles from the panchayats.

he industrial scene too pre-
| sents a rather dismal pic-
ture of the workers’ help-

lessness in the face of reckless ex-
ploitations. In the

not so fertile, say
the sceptics. And,
they add, let Bud-

€It is crucial to en-

new industries
that are coming
up, wages are low

dhadeb Bhatta- Sure food security, and sometimes
charjee try forin-  put how can any- paid irregularly.
vestments in la- Even in old indus-
bour-intensive in- ONe deny farmers  tries, workers are
dustries. Anywh- gn opportunity to being forced to ac-
ere in the world, cept wage agree-
special economic graduate to an ments that would
Zones are pre- industrialized have raised adin a
ferred in areas . . ! decade ago. The
close to sea or urban living? ) most recent exam-

river ports. No

doubt Purulia or Bankura needs
as much industrialization as any
other district in Bengal. And, no
one denies the need for labour-in-
tensive projects, particularly in a
state where unemployment is a se-
rious economic and social prob-
lem. But all that cannot be any jus-
tification for not having the kind
of projects that the Salim group
has proposed to set up.

bogus controversies, the crit-

ics would do well to raise gen-
uine issues relating to both agri-
culture and industry in Bengal.
The biggest problem that farmers
in the state face today is the com-
plete absence of a marketing in-
frastructure, which forces them to
sell their produce at abysmally
low prices. This factor alone has
made farming an unviable occu-

Instead of trying to rake up

ple was the agree-
ment that ended the strike in the
tea industry in Bengal. In some in-
dustries recently set up in Banku-
ra, all laws relating to the protec-
tion of the environment are being
flouted, resulting in the pollution
of drinking water and other seri-
ous health hazards.

The government and the
CPI(M) work overtime to stifle
public protests over these issues
in their anxiety to attract invest-
ments and to send out the message
of political and social stability to
potential investors.

These are issues that merit
closer public scrutiny and politi-
cal debates. What we have instead
is mindless opposition to reforms.
The Salim group’s investment
proposals signal a new faith in
Bengal. Those who oppose them
are clearly out of sync with the
changing times.




