Back channel diplomacy taking up ./
proposals on Kashmir: Musharrgof

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf claimed on
Thursday that the back channel
diplomacy between Pakistan
and India was looking at a num-
ber of proposals on resolution of
Kashmir and as and when the
ideas took concrete shape, they
would be moved to the ‘front
channel”’

Addressing the Council of Pa-
kistan Newspaper Editors in La-
hore, Gen. Musharraf said
confidence- building measures
(CBMs) between India and Pa-
kistan were moving ahead and
Pakistan was trying to speed up
the “process of dispute resolu-
tion” as well.

Gen. Musharraf claimed that
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence supported the ideas of

demilitarisation —and - s 'f-gov-.

ernance on both sides of Kash-
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J\r\r Islamabad insists that it has

made formal proposals to New
Delhi on the two subjects. How-
ever, India has maintained that
the subjects have figured in the
‘passing’ and there has been no
discussion on them.

The Pakistan President main-
tained that Pakistan has pre-
sented a number of ideas on
Kashmir. “The back channel di-
plomacy between the two coun-
tries is taking up these and when

£l \ \’
something concréte comes up, it
would be brought to the front
channel,” he told the gathering,
On the raging controversy
within the country on construc-
tion of big dams, Gen, Musharraf
said the Government would take
ajudicious decisitn on construc-
tion of water reservoirs. Striking
a tough posture against those
opposed to big dams, he asserted
that overlooking: the vital issue
in view of the growing shortfall

KARACHI: Pakistan has said that
the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
announcement in Mumbai on
Thursday that he would retire
from active politics was sad
news.
It lauded the peace efforts

initiated by him.

B “Fle was a simple but

Vajpayee announcement ‘sad news’

matured politician who played
aleading role in the peace
process between the two
countries,” Pakistan
Information Minister Sheikh
Rashid told AFP on Friday.

“It is sad news. I must say
that the peace process has
slowed down after Mr.
Vajpayee’s tenuire,” he said.

THE HINDU

of the natural resource would
amount to a betrayal of the na-
tion. He also told the gathering
that the Government was striv-
ing to evolve a consensus on the
subject, favoured an open dis-
cussion on the issue and was
prepared to extend constitution-
aland administrative guarantees
to Sindh province.

“The water shortfall will grav-
ely impact the agrarian sector
and the 70 per cent of popula- |
tion living in rural areas as their
very livelihood is dependent on
the availability of water,” he said
and went on to add that Pakistan
must deal with the issue strate-
gically to have enough water for
its agricultural and industrial
growth. He said that the previ-
ous governments pushed the is-
sue under the carpet but said the
Shaukat Aziz Government was
committed to taking a decision
after developing a consensus.
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Balochistan: ‘India’s
remark unwa ranted’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ()\‘Q \7

ISLAMABAD, DEC 28

REACTING sharply to In-
dia’s comments on the situa-
tion in Balochistan, Pakistan
on Wednesday said they were
tantamount to interference in
its internal affairs and “con-
trary” to efforts aimed at
bringing peace and stability in
South Asia.

New Delhi had on Tuesday
noted with “concern” the spi-
ralling violence in Balochistan
and the heavy military action
there and had asked Pakistan
to “exercise restraint” and ad-
dress the grievances of the
people of the region through
peaceful discussions.

Rejecting the Indian state-
ment as “unwarranted” and
“baseless”, Pakistan foreign
office spokesperson Tasleem
R Aslam said, “India often
shows an unacceptable pro-
clivity to interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of its neighbours.
Such atendency is contrary to
efforts aimed at building an
environment of trust, peace
and stability in South Asia.”

The war of words has re-sur-
faced after several months and
comes weeks before the for-
eign secretaries of the two
countries meet to carry for-
ward the composite dialogue
process.

: PakBagInhardeadIme

extended bya -
cember 31 deadime gwen o
 Pakistan to answer mhmcai ]
questions on the hydrope

_project. The neutral
Raymond Lafi
deadline beca
efid not” receive certa data.
from India, whichwas 1mpera— -
tive o prepare repliesto tedt- -
nicalquestions, official. |
sources said here, adding,
however, thatIndia has sent
Pakistan mosmfﬂ»etech '
dataonthe project.

“The statement is all the
more surprising from the
spokesman of India, a country
that has long tried to suppress
the freedom struggle of the
Kashmiri people and has a
record of systematic and seri-
ous human rights violation” in
Jammu and Kashmir, the
Pakistani spokesperson said.
In further caustic remarks,
she said the “*heavy handed”
methods and “use of force”
by India to “quell the ongo-
ing unrest especially in the
North East of the country
and the widespread violence
afflicting many of its parts
are well known and need
nocomment”.

She said Pakistan was “also
intrigued by this provocative
statement at this time when
the two countries are engaged
in the peace process to ad-
dress all issues including the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute.
The (Indian) statement tends
to vitiate the current atmos-
phere of improved relations
that accords with the wishes of
the peoples of the two coun-
tries,” she said.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Navtej Sarna had
said on Tuesday that “the gov-
emnment of India has been
watching with concern the spi-
ralling violence in Balochistan

_ and the heavy military action,

including the use of helicopter
gunships and jet fighters by
the government of Pakistan to
quellit”. To a question.

“We hope the government
of Pakistan will exercise re-
straint and take recourse to
peaceful discussions to ad-
dress the grievances of the
people of Balochistan,”
he said.

According to Pakistani me-
dia reports, the Pakistani
Army has launched a massive
crackdown on tribesmen in
Balochistan killing dozens of
people. The army has used
helicopter gunships in the op-
erations which began on De-
cember 18.
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Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: India and Pakistan
agreed on Saturday to give a final
shape to the project structure
and framework of the Iran-Pa-
kistan-India (IPI) gas pipeline
by April 2006, a joint statement
issued after two days of talks
said.

A tripartite meeting of three
Joint (IPI) Working Groups
“may be held” early next year in
Teheran to discuss issues such
as an integrated feasibility
study, project structure and a
tripartite framework agreement.

It was decided to form a tech-
nical sub-group that would meet
“at least once a month” to dis-
cuss issues such as the quantum
of gas, pipeline route, transpor-
tation tariff and system config-
uration.

The issue of transit fees would
| be tackled as per international

practices. There had been an ex-
change of views on this, the re-
- lease said.

l

i Initial estimate

At a press corfférence, Petro-
 leum Secretarie$ of both coun-
! tries S.C. Tripgthi and Ahmad
Wagqar sa#id th€ initial estimate

- was 9Qmillion cubic metres of
gas-3 Xon for Pakistan ang
60 million for India.

They pointed out that the pro-
ject was being pursued despite
objections from the United
States. Mr. Tripathi said Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had
clarified the issue in Parliament.
“We are going by what the Prime
Minister said.”

LNG deal with Iran

Asked about the five million
tonne a year liquefied natural
gas (LNG) deal between India

ﬁ() N~ ecrns

India, Pakistan
agree on gas "

1‘2{\\'

pipeline project

Tripartite meeting “may be held" in Iran

e Project being pursued
despite U.S. objections

o Pakistan favours a
“central” route through
the district of Rahimyar
Khan

o "Pakistan will catch up
shortly with India"

and Iran, he said this was a “le-
gally enforceable contract” be-
tween companies of the two
countries.

Clearance from Iran’s High
Economic Council was awaited.

Some delay “here and there”
did not pose a problem. “We
wanted a team to be set up to
discuss the contract details,” he
said.

“Pro-poor project”

Mr. Ahmad Waqar said the
two sides had made progress in
the talks on the project. Con-
struction of the overland pipe-
line could begin in 2007 and end
by 2010.

A consultant would soon be
appointed for the “pro-poor gas-
oline project.” He said there had
been some delay but asserted
that Pakistan would catch up

ment of a consultant.

On the pipeline route, he said
Pakistan favoured a “central”
route through the district of Ra-
himyar Khan.

Mr. Tripathi said India was
comfortable either with this
route or the one that ran along
Pakistan coast,

Asked about the pipeline di-
ameter, Mr. Tripathi said this
was being discussed - there was
even a possibility of having two

pipelines. P
o
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‘Now bus to Lahore fmm Amritsar

Trial run begins; the first bus Iyrom Lahore will & rrlve on December 23

Sarabjit Pandher (3 ,\;./5\32 PN -

CHANDIGARH: History was made
along the Radcliffe, when the
much-awaited trial run for the
first-ever Amritsar-Lahore bus
service began on Sunday morn-
ing, with a bus carrying nine pas-
sengers crossing over to
Pakistan through the land route
at Wagah.

The Immigrations officials at
Wagah informed that the first
nine aboard the bus christened
“Punj-aab” included Secretary
Punjab’s Transport department
A K. Talwar and Director Narin-
derjit Singh, State Transport
Commissioner Igbal Singh Sid-
hu, Deputy Commissioner of
Amritsar K.D.S. Bhullar and two
drivers, besides two liaison offi-
cers and one Punjab Roadways
official.

The 45-seater airconditioned
bus, hired from a private compa-
ny, began its historic journey
from Youth Hostel, which has
been designated as the interna-
tional bus terminal for the ser-
vice. The same bus would return
on Monday morning,

A Punjab Roadways spokes-
man in Amritsar said the previ-
ous trial run of the bus
scheduled for October 16 had to
be postponed due to the earth-
quake which left a trail of de-
struction in Pakistan.

Regular service

The Punjab Government is
hopeful that the trial run would
be followed by regular service,
which is scheduled to start on
December 23 with the first bus

arriving from Lahore. However,

the first bus from Amritsar will

= depart on Decembker 27. The
State Government has requested
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to flag off the service from
Amritsar.

An official of the administra-
tion told reporters in Amritsar
that the service would run be-
tween the youth hostel at Amrit-
sar and Gulberg at Lahore in
Pakistan.

The Indian bus would depart
every Tuesday and return the
next day, while the Pakistani bus
would arrive on Friday to depart
on Saturday.

The One-way fare would be
Rs. 750 in Indian currency and

HISTORIC LINK: The Amritsar-Lahore bus entering Pakistan at Wagah on Sunday. The
two cities are being linked for the first time in nearly six decades. - PHOTO: AP

Rs. 900 in Pakistani. to buy four new buses dedicated be using a Volvo, bus which is
The Indian Punjab Govern- to exclusively for the Amritsar- air-conditioned and has all luxu-
ment would invest Rs. 2.70 crore  Lahore Bus Service. India would  ry facilities.
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resumes . .

25 passengers cross the Line of Control

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: The Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus service resumed on
Thursday with 25 people cross-
ing the Line of Control (LoC) at
the Kaman Post near Uri. While
20 crossed from the Indian
side, five stranded passengers
in Pakistan occupied Kashmir
returned home after two
months.

Official sources said the 20
passengers embarked on their
journey from the Tourist Re-
ception Centre at Salamabad
near Uri as all of them belonged
to the same area. While 16
freshers had applied for travel
permits weeks ago, four passen-
gers from PoK were stranded in
this part of Kashmir after the
October earthquake.

The bus, named “Caravan-e-
Aman,” could not be run from
Srinagar on Thursday as none
of the passengers had to board
from here, said the sources.

“The crossing marked the re-
sumption of the stalled bus ser-
vice,” Lt. Col. V.K. Batra,
defence  spokesman, told
The Hindu. “The Indian pas-
sengers were taken up to the
border in a bus,” he said.

This is the first time that pas-
sengers using the bus service,
launched on April 7 this year,
crossed the LoC from this side.
The last bus was run on the
route on October 6. At Kaman, a
bridge named “peace bridge,”
was damaged by the earth-
quake.

# 20 persons crossed
over from india

o Five passengers
stranded in PoK after
the quake return home

Even as the Border Roads Or-
ganisation from the Indian side
made the road motorable in re-
cord time, it took longer to do so
on the other side as the damage
was higher.

The passengers had to walk
over a small footbridge to cross
asmall stream that serves as the
Line of Control (LoC).

Around two dozen travellers
from Kashmir who were
trapped in PoK returned home
on November 17 but no one
crossed to the other side from
the Indian side.

The civilian movement
across the LoC has, however,
commenced on four other
points on Chakan Da Bagh, Ta-
tapani, Silikot and Teetwal.

On November 19, 24 civilians
made the first crossover in
Teetwal where the process will
be repeated on December 3.

The opening of these points,
which in future are likely to be-
come a permanent feature, has
brought relief to the thousands
of people living in remote
Poonch, Rajouri and also in
Kupwara district, who had to
travel a long distance to cross
the LOC near the Kaman Post.

THE Hikry



‘24 Indian civilians cross LoC

First df the five points opened for movement of people

\Q ‘ ;
9/ f\r“[\ Formalities for Pakistan civilians to cross over not

Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR: India and Pakistan on
Saturday opened the first of five
points along the Line of Control
for civilian movement. This is
the first time civilians crossed
the LoC after the launch of the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus ser-
vice on April 7 this year.

Officials said 24 Indian citi-
zens crossed the newly con-
structed foot suspension bridge
over the Kishan Ganga river in
Teetwal, around 170 km from
Srinagar. They were warmly re-
ceived by Pakistan Army offi-
cers. Top Army and civilian
officials of the area on the Indian
side were present.

Kishan Ganga also serves as
the dividing line between the
two parts of Kashmir. The bridge
was laid by the Pakistan Army in
a record time. The original
bridge that existed in 1947 was
damaged in the hostilities be-

compieted

o Over 2,000 applications pending on either side

o Two other points likely to be opened on November 24

tween the two countries.

The names of the civilians
who crossed the LoC was cleared
by both the Governments a few
days back. They were eager to
see their relatives across the LoC
as they had no news of their kin
after the October 8 quake.
“Nothing is known about their
welfare and all of us are wor-
ried,” Zaman Alj, aretired teach-
er in Teetwal, told reporters. He,
his wife and daughter left for Pa-
kistan-+ occupied Kashmir in
search of his sister’s five married
daughters. “Though I do not
have any idea where they live, 1
will locate them,” he said. Za-

man, who last visited PoK in
1984 via Wagah, took with him a
number of letters from his
neighbours for their relatives.

Eighty-two-year-old Begum
Jaan from Teetwal was the first
to cross the bridge that was
opened for the exchange of relief
last week.

According to reports, no Pa-
kistan civilians crossed over to
this side on Saturday as the for-
malities for clearance on both
sides are yet to be completed.
Sources said that over 2,000 ap-
plications were pending on ei-
ther side. “We are trying to
expedite the clearance but it

“‘THE h’ N
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may take some time,” a senior |
official said. It is likely that the
Silikot and Kaman Post points
may be opened for civilian
movement on November 24.

Search for passengers

On November 17, a number of
Indians stranded in PoK crossed
over to this side through a tem-
porary link on the Kaman Post.
The search for 19 more persons
who crossed the LoC by the Mu-
zaffarabad bus was on.

Eighteen persons from PoK
who had entered this side before
the quake were still here. “Many
of them do not want to go back at
this juncture,” sources said.

The process of opening the
points along the LoC began on
November 7 and the exchange of
relief was completed on Novem-
ber 16, with the opening of last
point at Silikot-Hajipeer. The
process, according to officials,
will continue indefinitely.

/



A lifetime opportunity for India

and Pakistan, says Musharraf

‘Let success and happiness emerge from the ruins of this earthquake’

v

(s

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan (right) and Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz greet each other as President General Pervez Musharraf
looks on during the world conference of donors in Islamabad on Saturday. - PHOTO: AP

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Suggesting that a res-
olution of the Kashmir issue
could once and for all be New
Delhi’s “donation to Kashmir,”
Pakistan  President Pervez
Musharraf maintained here on
Saturday that the October 8
earthquake presented a ‘lifetime
opportunity’ for India and Pa-
kistan to improve relations.

In his keynote address to the
international donors’ confer-
ence organised by Pakistan to
raise resources for earthquake
victims, Gen. Musharraf con-
cluded his speech with detailed
references to the opportunity
provided to India and Pakistan
by the earthquake to move into a
new era of bilateral ties.

Amidst applause from the 300
delegates from 50-o0dd countries
and international organisations,

Gen. Musharraf addressed vir-
tually every section of society in
India to convert the opportunity
towards a settlement of the
Kashmirissue.

Perhaps for the first time in
historya de factorecognitionwas
accorded by Pakistan to the Gov-
ernment of Jammu and Kashmir
when Gen. Musharraf chose to
seek the help of the “Govern-
mentofIndian held Kashmir” for
aresolution of the problem.

Expresses gratitude to
India

In the course of a 50 minute
presentation on the damage
wrecked by the earthquake and
the plans of his Government for
rebuilding thelives of the 3.3 mil-
lion people affected, Gen. Mush-
arraf singled out India to express
his sense of “gratitude” for the
help to the quake victims.

Gen. Musharraf pointed from
the podium to Minister of State
for External Affairs E Ahamed in
the conference hall ashead of the
Indian delegation, and said,
“Knowing very well an Indian
delegate is sitting here ... the
earthquake has created a unique
feeling of togetherness, of an
urge to help each other within
[the] people of Kashmir on both
sides of [the] LoC and more than
that within the people of India
and Pakistan ... the urge to help
eachother. Therefore, Isincerely
and genuinely believe that the
challenge of this earthquake can
be converted into an opportunity
of [a] lifetime which was never
available to India and Pakistanto
improve relations,” Gen. Mush-
arraf said.

“[1] take this opportunity and
forum to appeal to the President
and the Prime Minister of India,

to the Government of India, to
[the] entire opposition in India,
tothe people of Indiaatlarge and
the business community and
more than anybody else I appeal
to the mediain India and also Pa-
kistan, the Government of Indi-
an-held Kashmir, APHC
(Hurriyat Conference) and other
Kashmiri groups ... let us togeth-
er solve the Kashmir dispute
once for all,” he said.

Pakistan President said that
fleeting opportunities did not
come everyday and if leaders
failed to grasp fleeting opportu-
nities, they failed their nations
and failed their people.

“Therefore, let success and
happiness emerge from the ruins
ofthis catastrophe, for the devas-
tated people of Kashmir, let this
be the Indian donation to Kash-
mir,” he told the meet attended,
amongothers, by U.N. Secretary-

General Kofi Annan,

Also, while talking about plans
to rebuild quake-affected areas,
Gen. Musharraf said the Indian
steel industry could take part in
the reconstruction efforts by
providing corrugated sheets in'a
big way.

“We will import from any-
where. I know that India has
promised $25 million (for recon-
struction). They have a big steel
industry. Why not get corrugated
sheets which is the mainstay of
accommodation from your coun-
try,” he said looking at Mr.
Ahmed.

India, besides sending over
1,300 tonnes of relief material
such as tents, blankets and food
for quake victims, had pledged
$25 millionin kind for the recon-
struction at last month’s U.N.
Conference in Geneva.
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Third relief point opened on LoC

‘Relief for better tomorrow’ packets carried across 9" ( ,VV\ MY~

Shujaat Bukhari

TEETWAL: India and Pakistan on
Saturday opened the third point
on the Line of Control (LoC) for
exchanging quake relief materi-
al. But people are not allowed to
cross it and meet each other as is
the case in Chaka Da Bagh and
Kaman Post opened on Novem-
ber 7 and 9 respectively.

People on both sides lined up
to watch the brief ceremony of
“handshaking” by the Army and
civil officers. Scores of civilians
from Teetwal on the Indian side
and Chillian on the Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) side
looked helpless as they could not
inquire about each other’s wel-
fare.

It was at 11.30 a.m. when Col.
Jayachandra Nair of 12 Kumaon
met his Pakistani counterpart
Lt. Col. Shahid of 5 Punjab half-
way on the newly laid foot sus-
pension bridge over the Kishan
Ganga River, which is the divid-
ing line between the two Kash-
mirs. After exchanging
pleasantries, Kupwara Deputy
Commissioner Abdul Majid
Khanday shook hands with Raja
Tariq, Deputy Commissioner of
newly created Neelum district in
PoK.

Superintendent of Police
Kupwara Sunil Dutt met his
Neelum counterpart Abdul Ha-
mid; the last part of the ceremo-
ny saw exchanging of the list of
relief material by Iftikhar Kak-
roo, Relief Officer, Tangdhar,
with a Pakistani Army official
Capt. Shuaib.

Carrying relief packets with
stickers reading ‘Relief for Bet-
ter Tomorrow,” Indian porters
crossed the bridge and those
from Pakistan followed them.

“The process will continue till
3.30 p.m. and indefinitely till

the rehabilitation is com-
plete,” Mr. Khanday said. “Lots
of things are in stock. This is to
address the humanitarian prob-
lem arisen after the quake.”

Asked why the officials did not

cross the LoC as they did in
Poonch and Kaman Post, he
said: “It is as per an agreement
between the two sides that no
official except the porters will
cross the bridge.”

Before the process began,
flags of Pakistan and PoK were
hoisted on the hillock by Pakis-
tani soldiers. Soon

The Tricolour, half-mast, flut-
tered on the Indian side.

Unlike the situation before
ceasefire in November 2003,
troops on both sides were wav-
ing at each other. Both the sides
are in constant touch on a spe-
cial telephone line established a
few weeks back.

Although the Indian side of-
fered the Pakistani officials to
cross over and “have a cup of tea
with us”, they turned it down.

“I do not know they had some
hesitation, but we were ready,”
said Col Nair,

On being part of the process,
he said: “I feel delighted about. It
is a rare occasion and I feel part
of the peace process as such.”
Brig. S.S. Jog, Commander of
Tangdhar brigade, supervised
the exchange ceremony from a
distance.

Ahead of the opening, Lt. Im-
ran of Pakistan crossed the foot
bridge and made the last inspec-
tion.

The 175 foot-long and three-
foot wide bridge was construct-
ed by the Pakistani Army in five
days.

The delay in opening Teetwal
was due to the construction of
bridge, which had become a
bone of contention between the
two sides.

The only bridge, which exist-
ed way back in 1947 over this
river, has since been damaged
and a pillar on this side is the
only reminder of it.

“That too is being recon-
structed,” an official said. A med-
ical aid camp was also set up by
the State Government.

,\

WHEN NATIONS MEET: Pakistani Army officer Shahid and Indian Army officer J. Nair
meet on a footbridge connecting Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
during a relief exchange at Teetwal on Saturday. - PHOTO: AFP

A good step for normalising ties, say civilians

Shujaat Bukhari

TEETWAL: The opening of the
third Line of Control (LoC) post
for the exchange of relief materi-
al was disappointing to thou-
sands of people who were
looking forward to meeting their
relatives on the other side. How-
ever, a festive mood prevailed in
this last village along the LoC
and civilians termed it a “good
step” towards normalisation of
the situation.

Making a strong plea to not
make the “process hostage to
[the] likes and dislikes of the
Governments,” they said that

the LoC should not make much
of a difference now as India and
Pakistan had shown flexibility.
Unlike the opening of the Ka-
man Post on November 9, people
were allowed to witness the
“ceremony.”

Hundreds of residents here
lined up on the banks of the
Kishan Ganga and applauded as
officers from both sides shook
hands.

It was the same story in Chill-
ian village across the river,
which divides Kashmir. Civil-
ians arrived in small buses, col-
oured jeeps and jungas.

Many people including chil-
dren and women made desper-
ate, unsuccessful attempts to
wave at their relatives across the
LoC. “Some of our relatives had
told [us] on [the] phone that they
would be coming today and we
should also be here. But it is dif-
ficult to recognise them,” said
Nazakat Ali, whose two uncles
live in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir.

He urged the two countries to
treat the permanent resident
certificates, issued by Deputy
Commissioners on both sides, as
travel documents to speed up

the process.

Several residents have applied
for permission to cross the LoC
but have to wait. Naseema Be-
gum (45) said that she did not
find much difference in the
event. “Jaisa aap Ko Lagta Hey
Alsey Hi Hamein Bhi Lagta (we
feel as you do), she told
The Hindu. Her daughter,
Shamshada Akhter (20), says she
wants to be the first to cross over
to PoK. “My uncle is there. I
want to see him,” she said.

“Historic day”

Raja Gowhar Ali, a teacher in
Teetwal, whose four uncles are

in PoK, said: “It will be the be-
ginning of a very good mission. It
is a historic day in our lives. We
will be sending more relief in
[the] coming days and hope that
people start crossing {over]
soon. We are very eager to go
there and help our brothers,” he
said. His house was flattened by
the October 8 quake. Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara Abdul
Majid Khanday said that the aim
of opening the LoC was to facil-
itate the movement of people.
“Soon the crossing will be
thrown open to civilians,” he
said. He added that formalities
had to be completed
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UN, US

mount

pressure
on Pak "

\\)/
S. Rajagopalan & HTC
Washington/isiamabad/New Dethi, November 2

PAKISTAN MAY have ruled out the possibility
of terrorists based in its territory having a
hand in the Delhi blasts, but not everybody is
convinced. The UN and the US have sought to
mount indirect pressure on Pakistan to crack
down on the sponsors, financiers and perpe-
trators of the bomb blasts.

UN Security Council president Mihai-Raz-
van Ungureanu, without explicitly naming
Pakistan but leaving none in doubt about his
target, has emphasised that all states must “co-
operate actively with Indian authorities”.

“The Security Council stresses the impor-
tance of bringing the perpetrators, organis-
ers, financiers and sponsors of these repre-
hensible acts of violence to justice, and urges
all states, in accordance with their obliga-
tions under international law and resolutions
1373 (2001) and 1624 (2005), to cooperate ac-
tively with the Indian authorities in this re-
gard,” he said in a statement to the UNSC
meeting on Monday.

The US also made an oblique but unmistak-
able call on Pakistan. “Everybody has a re-
sponsibility to do their part to crack down on
terrorism,” White House spokesman Scott Mc-
Clellan said during a press briefing on Tuesday.
“And we can all do more in that regard.”

The comments by the UNSC president and
the White House spokesman come close on the
heels of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's dis-
may over indications of “external linkages” in
the terror strikes in the capital on October 29.

On Wednesday, Islamabad asked India to
share evidence in this regard and promised to
take action against those involved. “The Prime
Minister talked about preliminary investiga-
tions pointing to the possibility of (involve-
ment of Pakistan-based militants groups in the
Delhi Dblasts),” Pakistani foreign office
spokesperson Tasnim Aslam told reporters in
Islamabad. “That is certainly not some evi-
dence. We do expect the government of India to
share the evidence of any Pakistani connec-
tion. Once we get that evidence we certainly
will take action.”

Also on Wednesday, Pakistani interior min-
ister Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao said; “We're
ready to extend all out cooperation to the Indi-
an government.”
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Manmohan tells Musharraf

Indications of external linkages of terrorist groups behind blasts

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI: A telephone call on
Monday evening from Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh became an opportunity for
Dr. Singh to tell Gen. Musharraf
without mincing words that In-
dia expected Pakistan to act
against terrorism directed at In-
dia and that there were “indica-
tions” of “external linkages” of
terrorist groups behind the Oc-
tober 29 bombings in the capital.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs released a brief statement
giving the gist of the Musharraf-

Singh conversation.

Apparently, around 7.15 p.m.
Dr. Singh received a telephone
call from Gen. Musharraf who
offered his condolences for
those killed in the Delhi bomb-
ings. He also expressed his grief
over the train accident in And-
hra Pradesh the same day in
which more than a hundred pas-
sengers lost their lives.

The Prime Minister reported-
ly told Gen. Musharraf that the
country was “outraged” at the
heinous acts of terrorism and
the violence against defenceless
civilians,

He told him that terrorism

could never be justified and that
such acts could not and would
not weaken India’s resolve to
fight it or its commitment to the
country’s unity and territorial
integrity.

Dr. Singh’s curt reminder to
Gen. Musharraf that his country
had made a commitment to end-
ing cross-border terrorism and
his reference to “indications” of
“external linkages of terrorist
groups” with the Delhi blasts
were seen by political observers
as a diplomatic signal to Pakis-
tan that India could not expect
to demonstrate endless patience
and tolerance in the face of con-

tinued provocation.

What has been more galling to
Indians — and this view was be-
ing openly expressed in offices of
political parties — was that the
terrorist strikes took place just
ahead of the major festival of Di-
wali and soon after India had
offered generous help to Pakis-
tan with the relief and rehabil-
itation of those affected by the
earthquake that devastated large
areas of Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir although at least three
districts of Jammu and Kashmir
on this side of the Line of Con-
trol had also been severely af-
fected by the earthquake.

Pakistan national sentenced to
death in Red Fort attack case

Seven years for his wife, life term for two other accused

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Mohammed Arif alias
Asfa

3 Paklstan national and
; e Laghkar-e-Tajha,

er court here on Monday in the
Red Fort attack case. Co-ac-
cused Nazir Ahmed Quasid and
his son, Farooq Ahmed Quasid,
both of Indian origin, were
awarded rigorous life imprison-
ment. Three Army personnel
were Killed in the December 22,
2000 attack.

In the jam-packed courtroom,
additional sessions judge O.P.
Saini said: “I sentence Mo-
hammed Arif alias Asfaq alias
Abdul Hamad to death along
with a fine of Rs.1lakh, subject to
its confirmation by the Delhi
High Court, under Section 121 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) for
waging war against the Govern-
ment of India. He shall be

to death by a Tow-

hanged by neck till he is dead.”
Arif was also sentenced to

death under Section 302, “sub-

'ggt to its confirmation by the
1hi High Cotrt, for commit-

. ting the furdét of Army person-

nel Ashok Kumar, Uma Shankar
and Abdullah Thakur inside the
Red Fort.

Arif, main accused, was sen-
tenced also for various other of-
fences. He would have to pay Rs.
5.35 lakhs as fine.

Arifs wife, Rehmana Yusuf
Farooqui, who is of Indian ori-
gin, was sentenced to seven-year
rigorous imprisonment and a
fine of Rs. 10,000 for sheltering
him before and after the inci-
dent.

She was also sentenced to sev-
en-year rigorous imprisonment
and a fine of Rs. 10,000 for not
disclosing the designs of Arif,

Nazir Ahmed Quasid and his
son were sentenced to life im-
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Mohammad Arif alias
Asfag who has been
sentenced to death in the
Red Fort attack case.

prisonment with fines of Rs.
50,000 each for waging war
against the Government (121 of
IPC),10-year rigorous imprison-

-~

ment with fines of Rs. 25,000
each for conspiring to wage war
against the Government (121-A
of IPC) and life imprisonment
with fines of Rs. 25, 000 each
“for conspiring to murder all
those who came in their way in
waging war and due to which
Uma Shankar, Abdullah Thakur
and Ashok Kumar were killed.”
The other accused, Matloob,
Babar Mohsin and Sadaquat Ali,
who were held guilty for various
offences, were sentenced to sev-
en-year rigorous imprisonment.
The court sentenced Matloob
to seven-year rigorous impris-
onment with a fine of Rs. 10,000
for forging a ration card for Arif
to give him an Indian identity.
Babar Mohsin was also sen-
tenced to seven-year rigorous
imprisonment with a fine of Rs.
10,000 for sheltering Arif before

and after the incident. /
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/‘SShow proof’ reply to ‘curb terror’

3y

St News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct. 31. — Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
tonight told Pakistan President Gen.
Pervez Musharraf that there were
“external links” to Saturday’s blasts,
suspected to have been triggered by
the Pakistan-based militant outfit,
Lashker-e-Taiyaba, and asked him to
take action against acts of “terrorism
directed against India”.

Pakistan tonight said India should
provide it evidence of a Pakistan-
based militant group’s involvement in
the serial blasts. Pakistan foreign of-
fice spokesperson Ms Tasneem Aslam
said President Gen. Pervez Mus-
harraf, in his talks with Dr Singh, had
offered to cooperate with the probe in
the Delhi blasts that left 59 dead.

Dr Singh had a 10-minute tele-
phone conversation with President

Thg .
t "y 7‘!3~q ‘ .

11\ Red Fort: Death for one

NEW DELHI, Oct. 31.— A Delhi court to-
day handed down the death penalty and a
fine of Rs 4.35 lakh to LeT commander
Md Arif alias Ashfaq convicted of attacking
the Red Fort in December 2000. — SNS
Details on page 3

Musharraf this evening who called the
Prime Minister shortly after telling
reporters in Rawalpindi that Pakistan
was ready to extend “unequivocal
support” to India in the probe into
Saturday’s “dastardly terrorist”
attack. The General had called to
offer his condolences to the victims of
the bomb blasts and the railway acci-
dent in Andhra Pradesh.

Yesterday, an obscure Kashmiri
militant group, Islamic Inquilab
Mahaz, had taken credit for the Delhi
blasts which claimed 59 lives. India
believes this group is a front for a larg-

\*w‘h

er terrorist group,“probably, the

Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.
Dr Singh was perhaps alluding to

this connection, when he told the

General that India “continues to be |

disturbed and dismayed at indica-
tions of external terrorist links to the
29 October serial blasts”. He assert-
ed that India expects Pakistan to act
against terrorism directed .at India.
Dr Singh again drew Gen.
Musharraf’s attention to Pakistan’s
commitment to ending cross-border
terrorism.

Dr Singh also told the Pakistan
President that India was “outraged”
by the acts of terrorism. He pointed
out that “violence against defence-
less civilians can never be justified
and terrorism would never weaken
India’s resolve, or our commitment
to the country’s unity and territorial
integrity”.

More reports on pagyf .



~India, Pakistan
agree to open

5 points on LoC

\\ TNN AND AGENCIES \\ \V

Is\a abad: India and Pakistan have
agredd to open five points along the
Line of Control (LoC) from
Novemver 7 to enable people cross
over to the other side for relief and
reconstruction material. The two
sides, however, failed to reach an un-
derstanding on permitting affected
people in PoK to avail of benefits in

Indian relief camps.

Billed as a historic breakthrough,
a joint statement issued at the end of
talks in the wee hours of Sunday was
the second major initiative by both
the countries to soften the LoC after
this year’s agreement to run bus
services between Srinagar and Muza-
farabad without passports and visas.

The points to be opened along the
LoC are Nauseri-Tithwal, Chakoti-
Uri, Hajipir-Uri, Rawalakot-Poonch
and Tattapani-Mendhar. The cross-
ings will be permitted from Novem-
ber 7 and the applications cleared
within 10 days. “It was agreed that
because of the non-availability of or
damage to infrastructure on these
points, crossings across the LoC will
be permitted on foot,” the joint state-
ment said. “This will help efforts be-
ing made by both the countries to
open up a trade routes. connecting
both sides,” said an Indian official
who attended the talks headed by
Dilip Sinha, joint secretary in the In-
dian foreign ministry, and Syed Ibne
Abbas, director general in Pakistan’s

foreign office.

The two sides, however, failed to
reach an agreement on the Indian
proposal to' permjt o-affected
people living close tothé TloC fo avail
of the facilities at relief camps as all
major routes from Pakistan and
Muzaffarabad have been blocked by
landslides. The statement said, “For
relief purposes, it was agreed that
with prior information and accept-
ance and depending on the feasibili-
ty, relief items can be sent in either
direction and handed over to the lo-
cal authorities at the aforementioned
crossing points.” The statement said
the same parameters being followed
for the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
service would be applied for permit-

ting people to cross the divide.
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MOSCOW, Dec. 5. — Following the
success of the Kudankulam project in
Tamil Nadu, Dr Manmohan Singh to-
day conveyed New Delhi’s willingness
to consider acquiring additional
Russian nuclear reactors in view of
India’s growing energy demands.
This was stated by foreign ministry
spokesman Mr Navtej Sarna after a
meeting between the Prime Minister
and Russian energy and industry
minister Mr Viktor Khristenko. The
statement came on the eve of Dr
Singh’s summit-level talks with

PM seeks more Russu9m

resident Mr Vladimir Putin.

Both sides also agreed to promote
commercial cooperation among each
other’s oil companies through various
measures, including the floating of
joint ventures and equity participa-
tion. Dr Singh said India and Russia
must develop long-term energy ties
and expressed India’s keenness to
join Russia in exploring and produc-
ing of oil and gas in third countries,
specially in Central Asia. ’

Earlier, Dr Singh asserted that
working together in the space sector
would be a “win-win proposition”
for both countries. Delivering a
speech after being awarded the title

THE STATESMAN

N-reactors

L‘\ - (/"%\—v N

of Professor Honoris Causa at Mos-
cow University, Dr Singh also said
Russia and India must fight terror-
ism wherever it surfaced because
“terrorism anywhere threatens de-
mocracy everywhere”. He also spoke
of opportunities for coaperation in
biotechnology, IT and nano-technol-
ogy and for a strategic partnership in
knowledge-based enterprises.

Dr Singh told a Russian daily that
India and Russia planned to move
from a “buyer-seller” relationship to
one aimed at planning and producing
high-tech arms jointly, adds AFP.

CH team in Russia, page 9
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PM to take up nuclear
reactﬁ@r isSue with Pu

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA
MOSCOW,DECEMBER 5

AS India and US prepare
for another meeting later this
month of the joint working
group on implementing the
July 18 joint statement, New
Delhi is eyeing Russia to de-
liver on four additional nu-
clear reactors for Koodanku-
lam during Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s stay here.

The PM, who arrived here
this evening, will raise this
along with the fuel for Tara-
pur during his meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday. The PM
made it clear that fuel for

. Tarapur is a “separate issue”
and must not be linked with
fulfilling commitments made
in July 18 joint statement.

Infact, the joint statement is
clear that the US will assist “in
the meantime” for obtaining
fuel for Tarapur. This, sources
said, provides Russia with a ch-
ance to take the lead and ex-
pand the scope for civilian nu-
clear cooperation that’s
restricted by guidelines of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group.

Inwhat is an indicator of the
pace at which Indo-US talks
are moving, official sourees
said, Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran may carry with him an
outline of the Indian plan to
separate its civilian and mili-
tary nuclear reactors when he
will go to the US later this
month for the next round of

not in favour of India moving
on obtaining fuel for Tarapur
pointing out that this may
complicate matters, sources
said, New Delhi is going by
the joint statement which
clearly does not make any
link with Indian commit-
ments in the deal. It may be
recalled that Burns had said
in Delhi there were no condi-
tions outside what had been
made in the joint statement
in the US. In this context, In-
dia hopes that Russia will give
a positive response this time
on reactors for Koodanku-
lam, which have been on the
agenda for sometime.

It may be noted that US

meeting with US Under Sec-  President George W Bush

retary for Political Affairs and French Preside

Nicholas Burns. Jacques Chirac will be wisit- |
While Washington is still  ing India in Februagy:

| —— z
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Energy security tops PM’s

Amitabh Roychowdhury

MOSCOW 4 DECEMBER
RIME Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Sun-
day tried to give a

qualitatively new dimen-
sion to Inglia’s strategic part-
nership with Russia.

He said there was great
scope for expansion of nu-
clear cooperation and ener-
gy security would be high on
his agenda when he met
President Vladimir Putin.

Dr Singh arrived in
Moscow to a red carpet wel-
come for a three-day visit
heading high-level delega-
tion for his annual summit
with President Putin. He
told reporters accompany-
ing him that India and Rus-
sia would discuss regional
and multi-regional coopera-

tion to tackle the issue of en-
ergy security and resolve
the problem of energy
scarcity. Dr Singh is keen on
Russia‘s initiative in civilian
nuclear cooperation as the
Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG) is working on easing
the curbs on supply of nu-
clear fuel to India.

taches to nuclear coopera-
tion with Russia is manifest
in the presence of atomic
energy department secre-
tary Anil Kakodkar in the
delegation. It also includes
national security advisor
MK Narayanan, foreign sec-
retary Shyam Saran and

other senior officials. ’3

“Energy security is very
high on my agenda. We have
already invested in Sakhalin-
I (gas and oil project in Rus-
sia) and we are looking at
how to enlarge cooperation
in the field of energy,” the
PM said. He said the Kun-
dankulam nuclear project in
Tami! Nadu was being built
with Russian help and there
was great scope for expan-
sion of nuclear cooperation
with Moscow.

Dr Singh is scheduled to
hold one-to-one and dele-
gation-level talks with Mr
Putin at the Kremlin on
Tuesday covering a range of
key international issues and
to review progress in multi-
faceted bilateral relations.

The two sides will sign
four agreements, including

Russia a

genda |

the one on military intetlec-
tual property rights eimed
at joint production of
weapon systems and anoth-
er to amend the Indo-Russ-
ian ten-year military-tech-
nical programme to en-
hance and expand the
strategic partnership.

Space agencies of both
countries will also sign a
technology safeguard agree-
ment to operationalise the
2004 pact on joint use of
space-based global naviga-
tional satellite system. This
would provide for joint de-
velopment of new genera-
tion navigational satellites
and their launch from India
aided by Indian vehicles.

On the supply of nuclear
fuel to Tarapur from US, the
PM said: “Everything is
moving on schedule.” — PTI
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Russia planning
war games with .
India, China “»\"»

Military exercises under Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation framework

Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW: Russia plans to hold war
games with India and China, a
top defence official here said.

“Our goal is to organise such
multi-country military exercises
[with both India and China)
within the framework of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation,” Chief of the Russian
General Staff Yuri Baluyevsky
told The Hindu ahead of Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s vis-
it.

' Observer status

China, along with Russia, is a
founding member of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) that also includes Ka-
zakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Tajikistan. India joined

" it as an observer last July, along
- with Pakistan and Iran,

“The joint war games our
paratroopers held with the Indi-
an military this year showed the
importance and practical weight
of the eastern vector of Russia’s
foreign policy,” the four-star
General said. “Our relations
with the neighbours in the west
and east are based on mutual
interests. We have mutual inter-
ests with India and China, in-
cluding in the sharing of defence
skills and experience.”

Russia held large-scale mano-
euvres with China earlier this
year, prompting western analy-
sts to conclude that the SCO was
turning into a military bloc. The
! General denied such

speculation.

»anh
Luuy

¢ “SCO not acquiring
functions of a military
bloc"”

o Exercises aimed at
preventing, combating
terrorism

“I would like to dispel any
fears that the SCO is acquiring
any functions of a military orga- |
nisation,” General Baluyevsky !
said. “The exercises we are plan- |
ning will be directed at prevent- |
ing, combating acts of terrorism
and eliminating their
consequences.”

Shared interests

India’s cooperation with Rus-
siaand China is likely to come up
during Dr. Singh’s talks with
President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday. On the eve of his visit to
Russia, Dr. Singh said such coop-
eration was based on shared
interests.

“India, Russia and China
share a common approach to the
challenges of the 21st century
and a desire to use [the] trilateral
format to combat new threats,
such as terrorism, drug traffick-
ing and international crime,” the
Prime Minister said in an inter-
view to the Russian Government
newspaper, Rossiiskaya Gazeta.
“There is also a very significant
potential for trilateral economic
cooperation in such spheres as
trade, finances, investment, agri-
culture, energy and high
technologies.”
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Pranab

SUJANDUTTA

Moscow, Nov. 16: From 10
Janpath to Alimuddin Street
via the Kremlin, Pranab
Mukherjee today carried a
message for the Left in India
and also told a gung-ho Wash-
ington that in India’s military
relations the US must be left
out somewhere.

The defence minister had
two separate meetings with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. The first was a 30-
minute private affair that
Mukherjee said was to give a
message from Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. The second
meeting, also in the Kremlin,
was in the company of Indian
officials.

At the top of Mukherjee’s
agenda for the meeting with
the Russian President was the
promise that New Delhi’s dal-

liance with American mili-
tary suppliers will not dilute
Russia’s stake in the defence
establishment. And just sec-
ond on the agenda was the ef-
fort to assuage the Left.

“I hope they will get the
message,” he replied after
being asked to respond to the
Left’s allegation that he was
bartering Indian security in-
terests to the US after signing
the framework agreement in
Washington in June this year.
“I hope they will get the mes-
sage that India is India and
India is not for sale to any-
body,” Mukherjee repeated.

Mukherjee also said India
and Russia were in touch on
the Iran issue. It was clear that
Moscow had raised India’s
vote against Iran and in favour
of referring it to the UN Secu-
rity Council.

The Russian side was con-
cerned that India was altering
its traditional position. But
Mukherjee said New Delhi
and Moscow as well as China
were in touch and it could well
be that when the Iran issue
comes up at the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) on November 24, India
would work to avoid a refer-
ence to the Security Council
on Iran’s nuclear facilities.

h |

Pranab Mukherjee with Vladimir Putin in Moscow on Wednesday. (Reuters)

The Russian President had
kind words for Mukherjee
after the meetings, words to
convey that Moscow was tak-
ing New Delhi’s reassurance
at face value. The Indian de-
fence minister, he said, is “an
experienced person who we
know well”.

Putin also noted that politi-
cal contacts between Moscow
and New Delhi were incompa-
rable. “The level of our politi-
cal contacts is of an unprece-
dented nature. They are based
on ancient friendly relations
and meet the interests of our
peoples. It is important that re-
lations between the two de-
fence ministries of the two
countries are developing dy-
namically,” he said.

To illustrate this dy-
namism Putin emphasised the
military exchanges. “Our mil-

The ‘o

itary ships have visited India
this year and we are planning
to conduct such exercises in
future,” he said.

Mukherjee repeatedly em-
phasised that the procure-
ment and acquisitions from
Russia were not threatened by
engagement with the US. “The
dominant position of Russia
in our defence technology co-
operation is clear. There is no
question of diluting that posi-
tion. There has been no misun-
derstanding with Russia but
the fact of the matter is we
never had any military rela-
tionship with the US and now
that possibility is developing,”
he explained.

Mukherjee’s one-to-one
meeting with Putin lasted 30
minutes. Mukherjee and Russ-
ian defence minister Ivanov
earlier concluded the fifth

[y ‘ﬂ,PH

meeting of the Inter Govern-
mental Commission on Mili-
tary Technical Cooperation.
Mukherjee marked out the
consent to the text of an intel-
lectual property rights (IPR)
agreement and Russia’s agree-
ment to allow Indian armed
forces and agencies direct in-
teraction with original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs)
for spares as the two high-
lights of the meeting.

On the IPR agreement that
will be formally signed during
Prime minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit in the first week
of December, Mukherjee said
Moscow had agreed not to im-
plement it retrospectively but
from the date that it is signed.
Also, it had agreed to a propos-
al on the definition of the
phrase “military product”
that was forwarded by Indian

ambassador Kanwal Sibal.

The inter governmental
commission also agreed that
the Indian Air Force and the
Indian Navy will be allowed to
interact with original equip-
ment manufacturers for
spares — a burning issue be-
cause of ageing Soviet-era
equipment.

Right now, Moscow allows
direct interaction with only 16
of more than 200 OEMs from
whom equipment had been
procured by India.

Mukherjee said an agree-
ment on Indian participation
to produce medium lift mili-
tary transport aircraft was
also likely during Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh’s visit.
Russia has agreed to procure
100 aircraft of the category
and the IAF will procure 45
aircraft.

sends message to Left via Moscow

Minister holds Russia
in defence bear hug

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Moscow, Nov. 16: Defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee’s
visit to Russia has been one
massive effort from New Delhi
to tell Moscow that it is not un-
doing the Bear Hug. Mukher-
jee took flak from the Left in
June after signing the India-
US defence framework agree-
ment in Washington. The Left
has alleged that he was barter-
ing away Indian security in-
terests to America.

Mukherjee’s sojourn in
Moscow this time not only re-
stores the balance somewhat
but also brings into sharp
focus the deep and wide mili-
tary ties that India and Russia
share. Agreements that have a
bearing on the military-tech-
nical relationship could well
underpin the Prime Minis-
ter’s visit.

A look at what Mukherje-
e’s Moscow Kkitty looks like aft-
er the conclusion of the mili-
tary-technical talks this after-
noon:
B The Intellectual Property
Rights Agreement: Mukher-
jee and Ivanov have an-
nounced that the two sides
have agreed to its text. The
Russians have been insistent
on the agreement to cover all
future defence deals. The
agreement will be signed dur-
ing Manmohan Singh'’s visit
B Advanced Technical Ves-
sel (ATV) and naval acquisi-
tions: Mukherjee said the two
sides have identified areas for
production of certain equip-
ment for the ATV, a euphe-
mism for India’s submarine
programme, and the air de-
fence ship. This is probably
the first time that collabora-
tion on the ATV has been ac-
knowledged at this level

MiG-29 and Sukhoi Su-27
fighters at an airshow in St.
Petersburg. (Reuters file picture)

B Fifth generation fighter
aircraft: Mukherjee said the
IAF has committed to actively
engage itself with concrete of-
fers from Sukhoi and RAC
MiG Corporation. He said the
Indian government has made
it clear that it will participate
in the programme and has
conveyed its interest in taking
afinancial stake in it

B Medium lift transport air-
craft: The project is being
taken up for the IAF to acquire
aircraft capable of lifting pay-
loads between its AN 32s and
IL 76s in the sub-20-tonne cate-
gory. India has given a draft
proposal for a joint venture
company. The project is esti-
mated around Rs 7,000 crore

B Brahmos Supersonic
Cruise Missile: Ivanov an-
nounced during the meeting of

the IGC on MTC (inter govern-
mental commission on mili-
tary technical cooperation)
that Russia and India will
jointly make an effort to mar-
ket the missile to friendly
third countries. The first
country identified for such an
export project is Chile which
Mukherjee visited last month
and which this month sent its
army and naval chiefs to New
Delhi.

The missile is touted to be
more effective than the sub-
sonic Tomahawk used by the
US forces. The Russian side
also announced that it was
preparing to induct the Brah-
mos into its navy. Moscow also
committed a fresh infusion of
$25.2 million for the enhanced
authorised capital of the joint
venture project that draws its
name from the Brahmaputra
and Moskva rivers
B GLONASS: Mukherjee an-
nounced that Russia has agre-
ed to India using the Global
Navigation Satellite System
(GLONASS) on a request from
the Indian department of spa-
ce. The two countries are tola-
unch 16 more satellites in thr-
ee years, an agreement that
was touched upon during Pu-
tin’s visit to New Delhi in 2004
B Further joint research
and development efforts: In-
volving the Defence Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) and several Russ-
ian science institutes. Some
progress has been recorded in
the efforts for the Kaveri en-
gine. The engine is to be used
in India’s Light Combat Air-
craft project. It is being tried
in Russia and is now to enter
into a flight bed test. In flight
bed tests, the engine will be
fired from another aircraft
that already runs on at least
two other engines.
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Pranab likely to iron out..;.:

Sandeep Dikshit

difference with R

3(\0 ¢ '\g 3

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee, who reached
Moscow on Tuesday, is expected
to hold discussions with his Rus-
sian counterpart Sergei Ivanov
on ironing out some of the irrita-
nts that have crept in defence
ties.

High on the agenda would be
Russia’s insistence on signing an
agreement on intellectual prop-
erty rights and modification of
certain Indian laws to give an
impetus to plans to jointly devel-
op a fifth generation aircraft.

Having obtained a briefing
from the Indian Air Force on ac-
cidents, Mr. Mukherjee’s dele-
gation is expected to insist on a
steady supply of quality spares
and assistancein replacing some
high accident-prone technolo-
gies in the largely Russian fleet.
Though Rosboronexport, the
sole Russian agency for defence
exports, has set up an outlet in
the country to cater to naval
~ki~nand nlang to extend its ser-

£

Pranab Mukherjee

vice to the IAF, India wants a
more reliable relationship. Rus-
sia has already conceded a key
area of concern in this regard.
The Russian Ministry of Finance
gives a “comfort letter” to India
for ensuring adherence to the
delivery schedule and New Delhi
encash it in lieu of penaity.

The two sides will also touch
upon a Russian proposal for
jointly manufacturing a medium
aircraft that can be configured

VR T TR YR

ussia V"

for passenger and cargo roles.
The IAF’s 100-strong medium
cargo fleet is ageing and India is
weighing the options of modern-
ising them or purchasing new
planes. The makers of MiG se-
ries of aircraft are also interest-
ed in acquainting Mr. Mukherjee
with a new fighter version while
India would be inquiring about a
second modernisation pro-
gramme for MiG-21s.

From the Russian side, [PR
will occupy centre stage in the
India-Russia Inter-Governmen-
tal Commission (IRIGC) on Mil-
itary Technical Cooperation
MTC).

Diplomatic sources here have
expressed annoyance over India
dragging its feet over signing the
IPR and have hinted at stopping
supply of crucial spares for mis-
siles and other military equip-
ment.

At the same time, they claim
to understand India’s dilemma
of having to pay royalty and the

issue of Russia joining the Wi
Trade Organisation.
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By Rajat Pandit/ Times News Network

Dhaka: The simmering tension between India
and Nepal ever since King Gyanendra grabbed ab-
solute power in February came to the fore at the
Saarc summit here on Saturday, with the two lock-
ing horns over China’s inclusion as a “dialogue

partner” or “observer” in the seven-nation re-

gtomal grouping——

India wants China to first ink an MoU with
Saarc, on the lines of those signed by Japan and
Germany, Asean and European Union, before
there is any talk of its inclusion as an observer or

dialogue partner. But Nepal—and Pakistan and

Bangladesh to a certain extent—is pushing for
China’s immediate inclusion in Saarc. It has even
linked an Indian move to include Afghanistan in
Saarc with the question of China.

“But Saarc, as of now, has no provision for a di-
alogue partner or observer,” minister of state for
external affairs E Ahamed told TOI. Indian offi-
cials said the modalities for any country’s inclu-
sion into Saarc as a dialogue partner or observer
could be worked out at the grouping’s standing
committee meeting slated for next year.

Though India has now partially lifted the arms
embargo on Nepal, imposed after the Deuba gov-
ernment’s dismissal in February, by resuming
“npon-lethal supplies”, King Gyanendra is quite ef-
fectively playing the China card against India.
And China is only too eager to oblige. Beijing, in
fact, promised Kathmandu military assistance
worth $1-million recently.

A day ahead of his bilateral meeting with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on Sunday, King Gya-
nendra rubbed it in further by holding that Nepal
was ready to serve as a “transit pomt” between In-
dia and China and would provide “a level-playing
field for both our neighbours to reap the benefits
of a promising global economic order”. Using the
Saarc platform, he tried to justify his takeover,
even as he took thinly-veiled potshots at India and
some other countries for not supporting it in its
fight against the Maoists. “It was aggressive de-
fence. He knows very well that we want him to pro-
gressively move towards restoring multi-party
democracy, which he is showing no signs of do-
ing,” a senior Indian official said.

The King, however, claimed that his move to
dismiss the Deuba government was “necessitated
by ground realities”, mainly the “failure” of suc-
cessive governments to contain the “ever-embold-
ening terrorists (Maoists)”’. “It has not come at
the cost of democracy, as some tend to project it,”
he said. He claimed that the “improved security
situation” in his country had allowed it to an-
nounce cjvic polls on February 8 next year, whlch
in will create a “conducive environment” for

eral elections by Apr11 2007.
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ks Beijing’s Inclusmn, Delhi Agamst It
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China

PM Manmohan Singh with Sri
Lankan President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga (from left), Pakistan PM
Shaukat Aziz and Bangladesh PM
Khaleda Zia at the inaugural session
of the 13th Saarc summit in Dhaka
on Saturday

Manmohan calls for zero
tolerance towards terror

Dhaka: Outlining a new vision for
Saarc, Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Saturday asserted that
there should be “zero tolerance” for
cross-border terrorism among mem-
ber states and made far-reaching pro-
posals to step up economic coopera-
tion, enhanced air connectivity and
setting up of a regional mechanism
for disaster relief and management.

Addressing the twice-deferred
Saarc summit here, he said no Saarc
nation should allow its territory to
be used against the interests of an-
other member state. “There should
be zero tolerance for cross-border
terrorism and for the harbouring of
hostile insurgent groups and crimi-
nal elements,” he stressed.

India has been concerned over
terror camps operating from Pak-
istan as also north-eastern insur-
gent groups operating from
Bangladesh. Agencies
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~ TIES § Defence Secy to visit Moscow\dzése ‘stalemate’

India, Russia to ink IPR pact

SHIVAROOR
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 17

N significant discus-
sions held this morning
between the Defence
Ministers of India and
Russia, the two sides have
agreed to conclude soon an
agreement on Intellectual Pro-
perty Rights (IPR) that will
open the gates for a veritable
plethora of military coopera-
tion pacts, stalled for lack of
such an IPR understanding.
Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Ivanov informed his In-
dian counterpart Pranab Mu-
kherjee today in a 50-minute
meeting at the South Block
that the many proposed joint
projects between the two cou-
ntries would go through once
Moscow and New Delhi had
their IPR issues sorted out.
Sources said Defence Sec-

_ retary Shekhar Dutt is likely to

visit Moscow before the year-
end to ease an “IPR stale-
mate” which came up when
former defence secretary AV
Singh had visited Moscow ear-
lier this year.

Anil Sharma

Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee with his Russian
counterpart Sergel lvanov In New Delhi on Monday

But Ivanov’s discussions
have also proven that Russia
has accepted that its position
as India’s chief supplier of mil-
itary hardware is threatened
by the US, European and Is-

raeli interests. “This is pre-
cisely why it has invited New
Dethi to be part of its most
ambitious military projects, in-
cluding the development of a
fifth generation fighter air-

craft. India is currently the
only developing economy that
hasbeen invited to participate
in such a project,” said a De-
fence Ministry official.

Talks between New Delhi
and Washington on joint de-
velopment of hardware has
made Moscow nervous, espe-
cially since it has for long been
India’s main technology sup-
plier for warships, aircraft and
weapon systems.

Ivanov has virtually thrown
open Moscow’s military inven-
tory to India, giving assurance
that any Russian equipment
purchased by India will come
with technology that allows
manufacture and further de-
velopment in India, the “tru-
mpcard” that all countries are
now waving following new off-
set stipulations and licensing
norms for arms purchases.

In the next three years, Rus-
siawill deliver INS Vikramaa-
ditya aircraft carrier to the In-
dian Navy with a fleet of 16
deck-based MiG-29Ks, but is
now even more keen to bag
the much more lucrative deal
of 126 fighters for the IAF.
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starts

SAKHALIN (RUSSIA): The gigantic
Sakhalin-I fields in far east Rus-
| sia, India’s single largest invest-
| ment abroad, began oil and gas
production on Saturday.
Sakhalin-I field, where India’s
| ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) has a
! 20 per cent stake, will produce
23,000 barrels a day of oil and
about 58 million standard cubic
feet of gas daily.
R. S. Butola, OVL Managing
i Director, and Steve Terni, Presi-
dent of Exxon Neftegas, the op-
erator of Sakhalin-1, turned on
i the valve to start production.
Speaking on the occasion, Indi-
an Petroleum Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar said: “It is not
usual for a company from a de-
veloping nation to be associated
with such kind of a project. For
us in India, Sakhalin-I is the be-
ginning of a much longer and
deeper association with the is-
" land on: the east coast of Russia.”
Russian Minister of Industry
and Energy Viktor Borisovich
Khristenko said the project
marked a new beginning.
Officials said oil production
from Sakhalin-I field would rise
to 50,000 barrels a day by April
2006 and hit the peak level of
250,000 barrels per day (bpd) by
the end of 2006. Gas production
will rise to 200 million standard
cubic feet a day by next year.
OVL, the overseas arm of
State-run Oil and Natural Gas
| Corporation purchased a 20 per
cent stake in Sakhalin-I project
| for $1.7 billion in 2001. In No-

T}‘L;; ik ';' \J

akhalin-|

oil

production .

ONGC Videsh Ltd has 20 p.c.
stake in the oil fields .

0il, gas from Sakhalin-1

Source: ONGC Videsh
vember, India had approved $1.1
billion of additional investment
in Sakhalin-I. ONGC Videsh
plans to ship around 7,00,000
barrels of oil from Sakhalin-I
fields to India every 70 days from
April 2006. This would be In-
dia’s first shipment of equity
crude oil from the Russian fields.
The Sakhalin-I consortium,
comprising Exxon Neftegas Ltd.
(the operator)-30 per cent, Ja-
panese Sodeco-30 per cent, Rus-
sian RN-Astra LLC-8.5 per cent,
and Russian Sakhalinmornefte-
gaz-Shelf-11.5 per cent, has al-
ready hired five ice clags tankers
on long-term charter. Tankers
would be delivered next year and
OVL would hire one of these to
transport its share of output of
around 50,000 bpd (April-No-
vember 2006) to India. — PTI

Another report on Page 14




" India, Pakistan

agree

¢\ on LoC points «\°

NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. —
India and Pakistan have
agreed to open the LoC at
. five points, to allow the
movement of relief and peo-
ple from 7 November.

This was decided in mara-
thon talks yesterday and
today at Islamabad between
Indian and Pakistani offi-
cials. The talks, which start-
ed at 10.30 a.m. (Pakistan
time), went past midnight, as
both sides worked hard to
close in on an agreement.

The joint statement re-
leased very late last night
said the two sides agreed to
open crossings at five points
on the LoC. These points
are Nauseri-Tithwal, Chako-
ti-Uri, Hajipur-Uri, Rawla-
kot-Poonch and Tattapani-
Mendhar. However, no

Ty
o

vehicular movement would
be allowed at these cross-
ings, and only people with
proper documents would be
allowed to travel om foot.
“Non-availability of or
damage to infrastruct.ure on
these points” was given as
the reason for ruling out the
movement of vehicles. Fur-
ther, the travel proicedures
used for the Muzaffarabad-
Srinagar bus service would
be also applied for the five
LoC crossing points.

This means that people
would have to apply for an
entry permit, which would
be verified by the police.
Both sides, however, pro-
mised to “expedite the clear-
ance process”. — SNS

Anether report on page 4



“No Indian soldier to be
allowed in PoK: Pervez

LONDON/ISLAMABAD/
SRINAGAR, Oct. 28. —
While adopting a humani-
tarian approach in the
aftermath of the 8 October

quake, India and Pakistan,

would hold talks tomorrow

on opening of some points

and:relief camps along the
LoC and finalise
modalities to  permit
Kashniiris on both sides to
meet each other, in
London, Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf has said
in an interview to Financial
Times that he’ could not
allow Indian soldiers to
carry out relief work in PoK
as his * country’s “whole
defence system and the mil-
itary is there”,

Gen. Musharraf conced-
ed that somé Islamist ele-
ments, on watch-list; were
providing relief in PoK
and his government must
“beat them to it”.

Also today, Pakistan
termed India’s comments
on the situation in Gilgit —
following reports of clashes

between Sunni and Shia

groups last week -— .as
“unwarranted” as, Islama-
bad felt,sthese were “incon-
sistent” with the positive
atmosphere being built to
tesolve all disputes.

Jolt for Hurriyat
The hardline faction of
Hurriyat Conference hea-
ded by Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani suffered yet another
jolt today when Peoples’

Léhgue announced disas- .

sociation from it. The deci-
sion to sever ties with the
Hurriyat faction was taken
unanimously at a meeting
of the Peoples’ League

yesterday, a People’s Lea- .

gue spokesman said today,
indicating that they would
join hands with the moder-
ate faction of the Hurriyat,

~led by Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq. People’s League,
led by Sheikh Abdul Aziz,
who was arrested two years
ago on hawala charges, is
the fourth organisation to
leave the Geelani faction
since July.

PM’s appeal

Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh today app-
caled that no gifts or
sweets should be sent to
him this Diwali and people
should rather donate
money to Prime Minister’s
National Relief Fund.

the

A GRS o 5
RELIEF A LONG WINDING STORY: A group of Kashmiris walk
down to their remote village with relief materials 16aded on their
mules, from near the LoC in Tang Daar, on Friday. — AFP

Congress upbeat after J&K

NEW DELHI, Oct. 28. — A day after-staking claim - the ~hief

* minister’s chair in Jammu and Kashmir, following protracted

deliberations and frantic parleys, the Congress today appeared
upbeat over getting the 16th state under its power belt. The
party strongly sought to give an impression that there was no
dilemma for Mrs Sonia Gandhi to clinch the issue since the
party had & rightful claim on the CM’s post in accordance with
the 2002 Congress-PDP three-year rotational CM pact.

The formality of electing the Congress’ CM nominee, Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad, will be carried out at the Congress Legislature Party
meeting in Srinagar on Sunday moming. The 56-year-old Unlon
minister and Rajya Sabha MP will be sworn in as the new chief
minister on 2 November — the stipulated date of the expiry of
the three-year tenure of the PDP’s incumbent chief minister,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed. The AICC made it clear that the PDP
will be given the post of deputy CM as per the “existing pattern”
of the Congress-PDP coalition governraent. The Congress will
return to power in J&K after 30 years. The party had last headed
a government in the state in 1975 when the then chief minister,
Syed Mir Qasim, resigned in February that year to pave way for
Sheikh Abdullah to take over the reins of the government
following an accord between Abdullah and the Centre.

The PDP, meanwhile, aliayed all apprehénsions that its ties

- with the Congress-would get strained after the transfer of

power. The party would extend its “unflinching support” to the
Ghulam Nabi Azad-led dispensation, the PDP announced
today. “Mufti saheb has requested all of us (MLAs) to extend
unflinching support to the new CM,” said PDP leader and
Jammu and Kashmir finance minister Mr Muzaffat Baig.

. CWC reconstitution likely soon
The reconstitution of the Congress Working Committee (CWC)
and the'restructuring of the AICC may be wrapped up before
the AICC plenary session scheduled in the third week of
January next year in Hyderabad, adds SNS from Delhi.
[
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“LoC camps meet this week

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct. 24, —
Indian and Pakistani offi-
cials will be meeting this
week to finalise the
modalities for cooperation
in relief activities across
the Line of Control and to
reconcile the two concur-
rent proposals made by
both sides on Saturday.
The foreign ministry
spokesman, Mr Navtej
Sarna, said a team of senior
officials will visit Pakistan
before the end of this
month. He added that the
dates of the talks and the
composition of the delega-
tion has yet to be finalised.
The Indian suggestion
to operate relief and reha-

postponed because
have to wait for Pakistan’s
concurrence before we can
open these centres”, Mr
Sarna said.

He said some work is
required to set up the relief
centres to enable those
affected by the earthquake
in PoK to reach these relief
points and get medical
assistance. “Now, work on
them can only start after
we have received concur-
rence from  Pakistan
because this work has to be
conducted very close to the
LoC,” he said.

India bad proposed that
PoK residents could come
to the three centres during

THE STA TESMAN

dayli ht hours and rema
as long as medical assis-
tance is required.

Earlier today, Pakistan
said it was awaiting India’s
response to its proposals on
opening five points at the
LoC for quake relief activi-
ties on both sides of
Kashmir, PTI adds from
Islamabad. “We are ready
to discuss the modalities as
soon as possible,” a Pakis-
tani foreign office spokes-
person said. The spokes-
person added that New
Delhi’s proposal of setting
up medical facilities at
three points along the
LoC was not linked to
Pakistan’s proposal.

More quake reports on
pages2 & 3

f




India offers
to open three
relief centres

Pakistan quake victims can cross
LoC during daylight hours

Amit Baruah

NEW DELH: New Delhi has in-
formed Islamabad of its propos-
al to open three relief and
medical centres on Indian terri-
tory to help earthquake victims
living across the Line of Control
(LoC), the External Affairs Min-
istry spokesman said on Satur-
day.

Quake-hit persons can cross
over to the Indian side during
daytime. After getting Islama-
bad’s green signal, India will
open the relief centres or camps
near the Kaman post close to
Aman Setu (Uri sector), Tithwal
(Tangdhar) and -Chakandabagh

"I (Poonch). These are expected to

be operational by October 25.

Indian nationals would be
free to go to the camps to meet
their relatives from the other
side of the LoC, the spokesman
said at his briefing here. India
would arrange for accommoda-
tion for residents of the Pakista-
ni side of the LoC so that they
could stay overnight and receive
relief and medical care.

The Indian decision to open
three points along the LoC was
in line with the April 18 agree-
ment with Pakistan to allow the
divided families to cross the line
at the designated place to meet
relatives.

Though no details were spelt
out, the spokesman said genuine
residents from the Pakistani
side of the LoC would be allowed
to come across to the Indian
side.

Some appropriate screening

THE HINCU

would be conducted.

Soon after the October 8
earthquake, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh conveyed to
Pakistan that New Delhi would
undertake relief operations in
areas on the Pakistani side of the
LoC, which had better access
from the Indian side.

On October 15, India permit-
ted Pakistani helicopters to fly
close to the LoC provided per-
mission was taken case-by-case.
However, Islamabad did not re-
spond to the Indian offer to con-
duct relief operations on the
Pakistani side.

Implementation of Saturday’s
offer is contingent on Islama-
bad’s consent.

This will be the first instance
of direct relief and assistance
available to those affected by the
quake on the Pakistani side of
the LoC.

Pointing out that India had
promptly welcomed Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s
proposal for greater civilian
movement actross the LoC, the
spokesman said, “We have said
that we are waiting for practical
suggestions for implementing
that proposal. That is a proposal,
which has been in line with our
policy of closer people-to-people
contact across the LoC. This is a
follow-up from our side. Thisis a
continuous development of the
policy of suggestions to see how
we can quickly reach out to the
earthquake-affected people.
Naturally, this can only happen
with the agreement of both gov-
ernments.”
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irrelevant, says
Musharraf »:-

“October 8 earthquake is a lifetime

opportunity to resolve Kashmir dispute”

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf has said that
the October 8 earthquake is a
“lifetime opportunity” to re-
solve the Kashmir “dispute.”

In an interview here to the
BBC, Gen. Musharraf main-
tained that it was necessary to
identify exactly “what is Kash-
mir, then demilitarise the iden-
tified region, take all the
soldiers out and then give self-
government to the people in the
region.

“I have always believed there
is an opportunity of alifetime to
solve the dispute. Now the di-
saster has struck, I think we
should give it deeper thought
and resolve the dispute once
and for all,” he said in response
to a question on the future of
Kashmir.

Asked about his proposal to
throw open the Line of Control
(LoC), Gen. Musharraf said, “I
believe moving forward is in po-
litical terms... let’s make the
Line of Control irrelevant. Let’s
open it out, let people come on
our side or our people come on
their side to help in
reconstruction.”

In response to a question on
the refusal of Pakistan to accept
Indian helicopters to reach out
to the quake-hit, Gen. Mushar-
raf maintained that his country
had enough helicopters there.
He said Pakistan did not want
to take Indian helicopters with
military personnel and went on
to ask if India would accept a
similar offer from Pakistan. “If
Iwant to send my helicopters to
the Indian side I believe I am
200 per cent sure they will not
take it,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf said there

¢ "] belleve moving
forward is in political
terms”

o Will India accept our
helicopters with mifitary
personnel?

¢ Concerned about
rehabilitation phase

were military defence plans,
military deployment in PoK
similar to that on the Indian
side of the LoC and Pakistan did
not want Indian military com-
ing there.

“There is the sensitivity of
our Army versus their Army,
and also the people round here
— there’s a very big sensitivity.
We will not allow that,” he
maintained.

On the relief and rehabilita-
tion programme, Gen. Mushar-
raf said while he was satisfied
with the relief work he was con-
cerned about the rehabilitation
phase particularly from the
point of view huge resources re-
quired and inadequate interna-
tional response.

“Today I know that we have
been donated about $620 m or
something, which is totally in-
adequate. I believe that it would
be more than $5 b,” he said in
the context of rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the
affected.

Gen. Musharraf said the Pa-
kistan military had reached out
to most of the affected areas and
people. He was confident that
before the onset of winter the
military and the government
would have reached out and

hopefully provided even fo/r

shelters.

Let’s make LoC
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Forget F-16s &

accept India’s.
Pak told

o frhl G

hand,

By Chidanand Rajghattaq\r
Times NEws NETWORK

Washington: Pakistan
should jettison its fixation
with F-16 fighter planes for
now and accept India’s offer
to mount joint operations to
save tens of thousands of
earthquake victims, domes-
tic analysts and aid officials
are telling the military gov-
ernment in Islamabad.

The situation in the
quake-hit areas is now con-
sidered so serious that UN
officials are calling for a
Berlin-type airlift to rescue
injured and destitute vic-
tims who face a rapidly ap-
proaching winter. Jan Ege-
land, the chief UN relief co-
ordinator, is asking NATO to
step in for the

job, but a US The mllr_tary rulers
commander of Pakistan are
{!as Saig the al{ afraid that the
l1ance aoes no " .

have enough  Sightof Indian
light helicop-  choppers bailing
ters at lﬁand' ,  Outquake victims
NATO s bost  Will demotish its
equipped to  claims to Kashmir

deal with the

looming crisis, officials sug-
gest geographical proximity
and logistics point to India as
the immediate best hope for
Pakistan.

India has nearly 500 heli-
copters, but Pakistani insis-
tence on not allowing Indian
pilots to fly over its territory
has delayed rescue opera-
tions even as thousands of
victims face death from expo-
sure and neglect.

“These discussions (be-
tween India and Pakistan)
are now holding up a bigger
operation and they should-
n’t. I would want them to
work out a compromise im-
mediately,” Egeland told re-
porters in Geneva, where the
UN and developed countries
met on Friday for a donor
conference.

Egeland complained that
the world had not responded
adequately to the UN’s ap-
peal for money for Pakistan.
Only $86 million of the $ 312

THE TIWES Cr

million sought by the UN
had been pledged and even
less money had been re-
ceived in cash. So daunting
is the task in Pakistan that
even Washington  has
thrown up its arms about
how much it can do.

It suggested that Pakistan
should seize the opportunity
provided by the tragedy to
build trust with India.

But Pakistan’s military
rulers have been leery of al-
lowing Indian rescue opera-
tions, evidently fearing that
the sight of Indian choppers
bailing out victims will de-
molish its claims to Kashmir.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s
military rulers are being
asked to give up their obses-
sion about buying F-16s

fighter jets after the calami-
ty which has brought out the
best from the country’s civil
society while showing the
military in poor light.

“In this gravest of emer-
gencies we also need to ask

ourselves whether we need™

to spend about three billion
dollars on F-16s,” columnist
Ayaz Amir wrote in the

‘Dawn newspaper. “It would

be an act of sanity if this

idea was given up and the

saved money put at the serv-
ice of the children of Kash-
mir and Hazara.”

Amir quoted a retired
colonel of the US Air Force,
who had served in Pakistan
back in the sixties, as telling
him “You need ¥-16s like you
need a hole through your col-
lective head.”

Washington is expected to
clear any day the supply of
76 F-16s to Pakistan in a deal
that will cost Islamabad $3
billion.
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\aAn open’ LoQ

H\’% Emotion or mischief? O\~ Q‘*

Televmon cameras and press personnel appear to be Per-
vez Musharraf’s version of a thinking cap. Once again he
has chosen to “speak” to India courtesy the media, offering
one day to open up the Line of Control to people from Jam-
mfu and Kashmir wishing to help quake-stricken relatives in
PoK, but a day later declaring that he had no “free for all” in
mind. All that while New Delhi awaits official communication
in that regard so that not only can a comprehensive response
be formulated but action initiated to give effect to what might
be agreed upon. A charitable view of the Pakistan President’s
off-the-cuff suggestion would be that it was emotion-driven,
the fall-out of virtually unprecedented human suffering. Yet
_given the fact that only days earlier he had spoken of “sen-
sitivities”, surely he would have been aware that for security
reasons India would be wary about anything which might
facilitate the movement of militants into J&K. Was he playing
to the galleries, trying to create an international impression of
. being prepared to shed the baggage of the past and, to use his
own phrase, think “out of the box”? That his suggestion
should come just hours after- terrorists struck in Srinagar
would raise suspicions of his characteristic mischief. For obvi-
ous reasons New Delhi could not reject the suggestion out-
right and rightly has it opted for caution: A position no doubt
influenced by the speed with which separatist elements en-
dorsed Musharraf’s suggestion. When the Indian leadership
had spoken of making borders irrelevant they weére most
definitely not thinking on the same lines as the General.

0 the seeds of another controversy have been sown when
both countries ought to have risen above themselves and
pooted resources for quake relief. There  have been other
examples of how the bilateral bickering has not been
abandoned. Was it not silly of Pakistan to have sought IAF
helicopters but without their crew? Who’s operating the
choppers that were moved to PoK from other countries? Was
it not petty that explanatious had to be offered about what
kind of help a squad of Indian soldiers provided their Pak
counterparts? Did India’s security officials elevate themselves
by publicly assessing the damage to terrorist-training
infrastructure in Balakot. That was, to borrow the Hindi
maxim, akin to cooking &heer on a funeral pyre. Just how
“small” are those in authority on the sub-continent is estab-

" lished by their customary khich-khich provmg to be quake-
resxstant
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S Pakistan grieves its

dead — the official

death toll from the

earthquake is now at
38,000 — the world attentjon is
turning to the massive challenges
of rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir
across the dividing line.

Amidst these harrowing mo-
ments in J&K, India’s own cau-
tious quake diplomacy could easily
be derailed by the impending US
anhouncement on the sale of 77 F-
16s fighteraircraft to Islamabad.

Many in Delhi are itching to pro-
ject the F-16 sale, which has been
in the works for more than ayear, as
a big failure for Indian diplomacy
and a signal of American “tilt” to-
wards Pakistan. All those surprised
at the recent positive turn in Indo-
US relations are ready to pounce
and say, “We told you so; you can’t
trust the Americans.”

While the timing, size and justifi-
cation for the F-16 deal leaves the
establishment in Delhi cold, India
would do well to respond in a cold
and calculated manner. Knee jerk
responses would look good to do-
mestic audiences but could create
far too many complications for the
triangular relationship with the US
and Pakistan. .

Indian diplomacy has lobbied for
so long in major world capitals
against the sale of any weapons sys-
tems Pakistan, we have forgotten
the original rationale. Protesting
s sales to Pakistan is a
e find hard to kick despite
¢ fundamental change in the

Indo-Pak military equation since
the subcontinent went nuclear in
the late 1980s.

Inthe pre-nuclear age, the acqui-
sition of any major weapons plat-
form by Pakistan had the potential
to upset the effective conventional
military balance on India’s western

_sector. Asaconsequence, [ndia had
every reason to oppose advanced
arms sales to Pakistan, from the US,
Europe and China since the 1950s.

With an existential nuclear de-

——
[-eve)

“Shnd L

uake diplo

(Q[

terrence in place, bean counting of
military aircraft on either side
makes little sense. Incremental ad-
dition of new conventional
weapons by Pakistan does little to
destabilise the military environ-
ment in the subcontinent. In any
case India’sown acquisition of ma-
jor fighter aircraft in the last few
years has ensured a robust air bal-
ance with Pakistan. While India
has acquired Sukhois from Russia
and Mirages from France and the
Falcon air defence radar from the
Israclis, Pakistan has not pur-
chased any new fighter aircraft
over the last decade and a half,
Amidst this reality, India’s objec-
tions to arms sales to Pakistan will
have little political credibility.

macy and

India’s response on the US
sale of aircraft to Pakistan
must be nuanced

pressure on Pakistan to uncondi-
tionally vacate its aggression in
Kargilin 1999 and give credible as-
surances on ending terrorism at
the end of the military stand-off \
during 2001-02. Vajpayee con-
verted one of Pakistan’s traditional
strengths —the alliance like rela-
tionship with the US—into alever
to change Islamabad’s political be-
haviour towards New Delhi.

As the Bush administration
readies to notify the US Congress
on the F-16 sale any day now, the
choice before Manmohan Singh is
quite simple. He can either let the
old habit of meeting US arms sales
to Pakistan with rhetoric prevail.
That in turn will destroy his at-
tempt to transform India’s rela-

* With an existential nuclear deterrence in
place, bean counting of military aircraft on

R

India’s central security concern
nolonger lies in the kind of conven-
tional weapons that Pakistan might
have in its armoury. India’s prob-
fems on the Western front arise
from Pakistan’s ability to conduct
with impunity a low intensity con-
flict under the nuclear gun.

To his unsung credit, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee adeptly navigated the
complex waters of India-US-Pak-
istan relationship through the six
difficult years of 1998-2004. In-
stead of merely shouting against
close US-Pak ties, he successfully
manipulated that relationship to
India’s advantage.

India’s focus under Vajpayee
was to mobilise the American

T A sy

Aek o

either side makes little sense

tionswith Islamabad and Washing-
ton. Or Manmohan Singh can turn
the F-16 sale on its head, by em-
barking on an innovative diplo-
macy towards the US and Pakistan.

Although many have argued
that India and Pakistan have
missed the big moment on rethink-
ing their relations after the quake,
the reality has been otherwise. De-
spite its many accumulated sensi-
tivities on Jammu and Kashmir,
Pakistan has accepted Indian relief
and assistance. On its part, India
has respected Islamabad’s con-
cerns and has largely avoided em-
barrassing it. As a result there has
been tacit cooperation between the
two military establishmentsinava-

F-16s

riety of ways. This must be valued
and built upon.
.+ Anumber of assumptions should
-guide India’s quiet diplomacy aftet
the earthquake tragedy. One, Pak-
istan has been shattered by the
quake that has flattened Occupied
Kashmir. Empathy and wisdom
should guide India at this moment
even as it makes a hard-headed as-
sessment of the quake’s impact on
the terroristinfrastructure in PoK.
Two, American influence in Is-
lamabad is set to rise, as Pakistan
struggles to cope with the long-
term consegtiences of the quake.
Growing American influence in
Pakistan could be an advantage for
India, provided New Delhi and
Washington agree on next steps in

-changing the political dynamic in

Jammu and Kashmir.

. India must signal to the US that it
iswilling to overlook the F-16 sale if
Washington can come with credi-
ble assurances from Pakistan that
the terrorist infrastructure de-
stroyed in PoK will not be rebuilt
after the quake.

Such assurances from Pakistan
coupled with a genuine commitm-
entto end cross-border infiltration
into J&K should allow India to rec-
iprocate with such measures as an
internal ceasefire with the militants
and troop reduction in Kashmir.

In recent weeks, India had de-
clared at the highest level that it
is prepared to consider such ac-
tions if there is sustained evi-
dence of change on Pakistan’s ap-

‘proach to cross-border terrorism.

The quake provides a rare mo-
ment for India to try and make a
new beginning in Kashmir.

Instead of being distracted by F-
16 sale at this historic moment,
New Delhi should focus like a
laser beam on ending terrorism
once and for all in the state, create
the conditions for a purposeful di-
alogue and lay the foundations for
a massive long-term reconstruc-
tion of the entire state in coopera-
tion with Pakistan and the interna-
tional community.-
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B. Muralidhar Reddy

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan on Thurs-
day denied reports that Indian
soldiers crossed the Line of Con-
trol to help repair one of its army
bunkers after the earthquake.

Media reports in this connec-
tion “are fabricated, baseless and
untrue,” Director-General of In-
ter Services Public’ Relations
Shaukat Sultan said.

There is “no question” of such
a possibility. “Our fighting bun-
kers are completely intact be-
cause their construction is very
robust,” he said.

Maj. Gen. Sultan also refuted
media reports expressing con-
cern over the safety of Pakistan’s
nuclear installations. They were
robust and shockproof. An
earthquake or even a direct
bomb attack cannot cause any
harm to the nuclear instaila-
tions. “Such reports are being
spread by those who don’t have
any knowledge about such mat-
ters.” Commenting on the issue,
a diplomat said: “I fail to under-

stand why the Indian side should

publitise it even if its soldiers
responded to distress calls from
the Pakistani side and helped
them. Obviously, the Pakistanis
cannot be expected to confirm
such reports even if they were
true, particularly when the mat-
ter involves its troops. This kind
of scoring a point in such a sit-

uation is meaningless.”

Death toll over 25,000

The official death toll from the
earthqitake rose to more than
25,000. The number of injured
was put at 63,000. Islamabad,
Peshawar, Abbotabad, Lahore,
Malikwal, Gujaranwala, ‘Swat

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The Army on
Thursday denied reports that
some of its troops crossed the
Line of Control (LoC) to help
to rescue Pakistani troops and
rebuild their bunker
destroyed by the October 8
earthquake.

On Wednesday, a Srinagar-
based army officer suggested
that the troops had responded
to a plea for assistance by
Pakistani soldiers and crossed
the LoC.

“On orders given by the

Troops gave only tools: Army

!

\
Prime Minister and the !
Defence Minister, the Army l
will help out quake victims in
Jammu & Kashmir. But we E
will not construct Pakistani
bunkers,” said a senior army [
officer here. As therewasalot |
of destruction on the {
Pakistani side, a patrol party
came to the LoC and asked for
shovels and pickaxes. Indian
soldiers gave the personnel
some implements, with which
they dug up earth, looking for
survivors. They retrieved
some weapons and returned
the tools.

. fresh

Pakistan denies reports of -
Indian soldiers crossing LoC “x*

"Our fighting bunkers are completely intact because their construction is very robust”

and Mansehra were jolted by
ershocks, measuring 5.5
in the Richter scale, in the early
hours of Thursday.

The US. Geological Survey
said the ¥epicentre was in the
northern areas, about 135 km
away from Islamabad.

The Pakistan Met office said
the jolts were “normal” and
there was no cause for concern.
As aid workers from various
parts of the world moved to the
interior areas, the inadequacy of
the relief efforts was exposed.

The sheer scale of destruction
was  dumbfounding,”
UNHCR Assistant Representa-
tive in Pakistan Indrika Rat-
watte. “There were 100-200
people waiting at the landing ar-
ea in the village of Uri. This was
the first time they’'d seen any as-

‘sistance. So, naturally they ran

for the food. And once that was
gone, they rushed to move the
injured onto the helicopter.”

More reports on Page 13

THE HINDU
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6 SOLDIERS CROSSED LoC TO ASSIST PAKISTANI TROOPS, NOT TO REBUILD BUNKERS: ARMY

£ \\Help

dman News Service

SRINAGAR, Oct. 13. - Even
though Pakistan today said that
reports of Indian soldiers crossing
the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kash:air to rebuild bunkers
were “fabricated and baseless”,
the Indian Army today said that
its personnel had crossed over
unarmed in the Uri sector in
response to a request for help
from Pakistani soldiers, but said it
did not reconstruct any bunkers
damaged in the earthquake there.
It said the assistance was limited
to supplying Pakistani soldiers
with tools for evacuating the
bunkers.

“Indian soldiers did not recon-
struct any Pakistani Army bun-
kers,” an Army spokesman said in
New Delhi, clarifying that the sol-
diers had gone across unarmed to
give Pakistani soldiers picks and
shovels to remove the debris of
some pillars of Aman Setu, which
collapsed on the Pakistani side.

The Pakistan defence
spokesperson, Major General
Shaukat Sultan, said that no
Indian soldier had crossed the
LoC to help rebuild bunkers.
However, the spokesman of 15
Corps of Army, based in the
Badami Bagh cantonment here,
said that Pakistan had requested
the unit to help it retrieve ammu-  Corps, 1Lt Gen SS Dhillon, told
nition from a hunker which caved  reporters that Indian soldiers had
in at¥eanfar “Six of our (Indian) \ﬁrl)'p\ed the Pakistani army-men
sowqiers crossed the LoC near spontaneously. “Soldiers of two
Aman Setu to help Pakistani sol- armies got together on hum-
diers dig out the arms and ammu-  anitarian grounds in the hour of
nition buried under the rubble of crisis,” he said. Aman Setu con-
nects J&K with PoK.

a bunker. Soon after, they
returned to the Indian territory,” Two more Indian nationals
from J&K, Mr Jagdish Lal

the spokesperson said, adding,
that Pakistani soldiers guarding Tandon and Mr Subhash Tandon,
who were in PoK when the devas-

Aman Setu on the PoK side had
tating earthquake hit the region,

personally sought the help of
their Indian counterparts. The were today airlifted by the
General Officer Commanding, 15 Pakistani army to Islamabad.

-

-

o
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ing hands dig up a row

As the toll of civilians in the
quake touched 1,300 in J&K,
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh today appealed to people
to contribute generously towards
relief efforts.

Fresh tremors were felt around
1:50 am. (IST) in J&K today,
especially in Uri and Tangdhar,
triggering panic. An aftershock
measured 5.8 on the Richter
Scale. There were no reports of
damage or casualties.

Editorial: Gory gloating, page 6

More reports on pages 2,4 & 9

-
e

After plane, train to Pakistan

NEW DELHI, Oct. 13. — A day after sending a planeload of relief supplies to
Pakistan, India will be sending a second shipment, but this time by train. This
consignment will be larger — 82 tonnes compared to 25 tonnes — flown in by
the IAF’s llyushin-76 plane yesterday. It will include 12 tonnes of medicines, 5
tonnes of plastic sheets, 5,000 blankets and 370 tents. The supplies are being
sent by a train leaving Dethi tonight. It will take the Attari-Wagah route. The
Pakistan President made a special mention of Indian assistance in his
televised address to the nation last night. He said that the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, “was very kind to ring me up and offer all possible
assistance”, adding: “We express our gratitude to him and we have accepted
Indian aid in a certain form” The “certain form” doesn't include the indian offer
for military help to reach quake-hit villages in PoK, accessibie from this side of
the LoC that the Pakistani authorities rejected. — SNS

A Pakistani from Muzaffarabad in PoK hugs his Indian bus driver before returning to Pakistan on foot at the Wagah border, on Thursday. Having come in by the Muzaffarabad-Srinagar
bus, Pakistanis have been unable to avail themselves of the service on the return leg as Saturday’s earthquake damaged the roads. — AFP
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PAK REFUSES JOINT RESCUE m LOOTING SPREE IN PoK

India readies relief

NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD, Oct.
10. — India has a plane-load of
relief supplies ready to fly to
Pakistan tomorrow evening — prob-
ably the first relief mission to the
neighbouring country since 1971.
Islamabad today accepted New
Delhi’s aid offer.

India has also offered to send relief
material and Army rescue teams to
those parts of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir which are accessible from
the Indian side, but cannot be
reached by the Pakistani authorities.

The green light for relief materials
was given by Pakistan following a
meeting of the Pakistan high com-
missioner, Mr Aziz Ahmed Khan,
with Dr Manmohan Singh today.
The foreign secretary, Mr Shyam
Saran, was also present.

Mr Saran later told reporters that
there “was no indication” that there
would be a joint operation for relief
and rescue for the quake-affected, but
added that India had proposed to
send its Army personnel and medical
teams to areas along the LoC which
are not accessible from Pakistan. He
added that Pakistan has noted the
offer and would deliberate on it.

Earlier in Islamabad, a Pakistan
foreign office spokesperson had said
there was “no possibility” of any
joint relief operations on both sides
of the LoC, stating that there is “no

spension of vmlence

SRINAGAR, Oct. 10. — Following the killer
quake, the Jihad Council, an amalgam of
14 militant outfits based in PoK, has
announced temporary suspension of its
operations in J&K. The decision to
temporarily suspend the operations in the
state was taken at a meeting convened by
the chairman of the council and supreme
commander of Hizbul Mujahideen Syed
Salahuddin at Muzaffarabad yesterday, a
local news agency quoting a fax from the
outfit said here today. Salahuddin asked all
the constituents of the council to direct the
militants across the state to halt their
operations in the affected areas and
extend relief to the victims. — PTI

population” on the de-facto border.

During his meeting with the
Pakistan high commissioner, the
Prime Minister reiterated “profound
sympathies” on the massive loss of
life and said that Indians have been
“deeply moved” by images of
destruction and human suffering
beamed on TV channels for the past
few days. In response, the high com-
missioner said that in Islamabad, the
foreign ministry had called a meet-
ing of heads of missions of friendly
countries, who were handed a list of
essential materials which could be
supplied on a priority basis. “He (the
high commissioner) said that any
assistance from India in the form of
such materials would be deeply
appreciated. We understand that the

1t ms required include tents, plastic
sheets, blankets, mattresses, food
items and a variety of medicines and
medical supplies,” said Mr Saran.
He added that there was a “very
good atmosphere” at the LoC in the
wake of rescue operations by military
personnel on that side of the border.
Citing an example, he said heli-
copters usually avoid flying near the
LoC. “But we are allowing Pakistani
helicopters to come near the LoC.
Similarly, they are also allowing the
same to our helicopters.”
Meanwhile, grief gave way to
anger as hungry victims of the devas-
tating earthquake in PoK looted
army vehicles carrying food, tents,
blankets and medicines, and clashed
with shopkeepers. Local daily the
News reported that the toll may
cross 40,000 with maximum fatalities
in PoK and the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP). However, interi-
or minister Mr Aftab Sherpao told
the Cabinet that the toll was 20,745.
The USA today pledged $50 mil-
lion for quake relief. Officials said
they hoped the gesture would show
sometimes skeptical Pakistanis that
Washington was a true ally. Two days
after the disaster, rescue teams and
supplies have arrived from at least 10
countries with everything from jerry
cans and tarpaulins to Black Hawk
copters for heavy lifting and hi-tech
cameras for finding buried survivors.

More reports on page 2 & 3
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No deadline
for Siachen,

says Natwar

v

“Peace process moving forward”
B. Muralidhar Reddy (\\::é'wﬂ\ The people of Sindh are not as

KARACHI: External Affairs Minis-
ter K. Natwar Singh said here on
Wednesday that he hoped the
India-Pakistan talks on the Sia-
chen issue would move forward.

Talking to reporters before
leaving for New Delhi at the end
of a four-day visit to the country,
he said that “there is no deadline
for Siachen, but we hope the
talks will move forward.”

A joint statement issued on
Tuesday said the two sides ex-
changed ideas on Siachen and
agreed to continue discussions
to arrive at an understanding be-
fore the next round of the com-
posite dialogue in January.

To a question, Mr. Singh said,
“On some issues there can be no
hurry. On some others, there is
speedy movement.” Referring to
the joint statement, he said,
“Concrete issues figured in it,
which is good for the dialogue
process.” .

He hoped that in the coming
days, there would be further
movement with regard to the
peace process. “The peace proc-
ess is moving forward. But it
does not mean that all problems
have been resolved.”

Earlier, reaching out to the
people of Sindh, he said in the
coming weeks India would not
only be able to issue visas to peo-
ple of the region but also open up
the rail route linking Sindh with
Rajasthan.

Mr. Singh flew down here
from Islamabad for a first-hand
assessment of the renovation
work on the Indian Consulate.

THE HikgU

enthused with the peace process
as their counterparts in Punjab
as, in their perception, they have
not gained anything tangible
from it. Since 70 per cent of the
visa seekers to India are from
Sindh and the port city of Ka-
rachi, there have been demands
for the re-opening of the Indian
Consulate. It was shut down in
the mid-1990s after Pakistan ac-
cused it of indulging in activities
incompatible with its status.

After the Khokrapar-Munna-
bao rail link between Sindh and
Rajasthan was shut down, the
people are forced to travel via
Lahore and New Delhi to reach
Rajasthan.

Mr. Singh made full use of his
stay by interacting with repre-
sentatives of the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party and the Muttahida
Quami Movement. On a trip to
the city after 23 years, the Minis-
ter got an opportunity to meet
up with old friends and ac-
quaintances. During his tenure
as the Indian High Commission-
er in Islamabad in the 1980s, Mr.
Singh made several friends. The
nostalgia was evident as he met
them at the reception hosted by
the Sindh Chief Minister.

Mr. Singh told a small gather-
ing of the Karachi elite at the
Consulate premises that efforts
were being made to finish the
restoration work by December
31

“We want visas to be issued
here from January. This will
save the people of Karachi the
trouble of going to Islamabad for
getting visas.”
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Heartening progress
= on Siachen ¥

hile India and Pakistan did not achiev;\l:reak-
v ' through on the issue of demilitarising the Sia-
chen Glacier, there is clearly reason for
optimism. It is unlikely that Foreign Ministers
Natwar Singh and Kurshid Mahmoud Kasuri would have set
a short deadline for reaching a “common understanding”
unless they were confident about the prospects. New Delhi
and Islamabad intend to make an integrated approach to the
six facets of the dispute so that progress can be made before
the third round of the composite dialogue gets under way in
January 2006. They will need to pinpoint positions current-
ly held by the two armies; agree on the lines to which their
troops shall withdraw; arrive at a definition of the area of
disengagement; create a regime to monitor the pullback; set
up a verification mechanism to rule out future violations;
and settle the alignment of the Line of Control beyond the
grid reference point NJ 9842. In deciding to tackle the issue
in an integrated fashion rather than sequentially, the two
Governments have given themselves an excellent chance of
making progress. If they can agree on the mechanism that
will verify compliance with the agreement, the certification
of the Actual Ground Position Line, a tricky process, might
not be necessary. Efforts at demilitarising the Siachen area
have made little headway (despite a tentative agreement
reached in 1989) largely because the two countries have not
been able to get around the problem of certification. New
Delhi wants Islamabad to certify that the Indian Army held
the Saltoro ridge before the pullback. Pakistan has refused to
do so on the ground that it would be tantamount to certify-
ing ‘aggression.” If problems of this nature can be tackled in
technical-level talks over the next three months, the two
Governments can indeed achieve a breakthrough.

As for the Sir Creek dispute, India and Pakistan appear to
be making a sincere effort to move forward. They propose to
undertake a joint survey and consider options for the delim-
itation of the maritime boundary. However, it is unclear
whether the two sides have exchanged views on the princi-
ples of international law that should apply in this case. They
have made an effort to mitigate the hardship fishermen
undergo on account of the non-demarcation of this bounda-
ry by agreeing to set up a hotline between the Indian Coast
Guard and the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency. India
and Pakistan should abandon the practice of arresting fish-
ermen who inadvertently cross into their territorial waters
and instead institute a mechanism for the informal repatria-
tion of these innocents. A series of technical-level meetings
will be held over the next few months to consider several
humanitarian and confidence-building measures. The ear-
nest hope is that these talks will result in agreements on
running a truck service between Muzaffarabad and Srinagar,
and bus services on the Poonch-Rawalkot and Amritsar-
Nankana Sahib routes, as well as arrangements for divided
families to meet at points along the LoC. e
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Siachen '

NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. — sgla
and Pakistan have decided ‘to
continue discussions to arrive at
a “common understanding” on
Siachen before January. A joint
survey of Sir Creek will also be
conducted, while modalities of
meeting points for divided fami-
lies along the Line of Control will
be finalised by December.

The joint statement issued
today at the end of tatks between
foreign minister Mr Natwar
Singh and his Pakistani counter-
part Mr Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri in Islamabad said that
both the ministers resolved to
carry forward the peace process
and that the settlement of the
Kashmir problem would be
explored in a “sincere, purpose-
ful and forward-looking manner”
unimpeded by terror.

On Siachen, the two sides
“agreed to continue their discus-
sions to arrive at a common un-
derstanding before commence-
ment of the next round of the
Composite Dialogue in January
next year”. The two leaders wel-
comed the decision to launch an
Amritsar-Lahore bus service in
November and noted that an
Anmritsar-Nankana Sahib service
would start shortly thereafter.

In a meeting of the Joint Com-
mission, revived after 16 years in
Karachi, the two countries today
established a Joint Working
Group to discuss lifting of a ban
on Indian TV channels here, lib-
eralising visa procedures and ea-
se travel restrictions faced by
journalists from both countries.

Musharraf on Sarabjeet

The Pakistan President today
assured India that he would take
a “humanitarian view” of Sarabj-
eet Singh’s predicament, sente-
nced to death here on charges of
triggering blasts in 1990.

Statement highlights, page 4
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Islamabad: Taking a major step to-
wards confidence building, India and
Pakistan on Monday signed accords on
pre-notification of ballistic missile tests
and setting up of a communication link
between Indian Coast Guard and Pak-
istan Maritime Security Agency.

The pacts were inked after external
affairs minister K Natwar Singh and
his Pakistani counterpart Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri held talks here to re-
view the progress in the Composite Di-
alogue process involving eight out-
standing issues, including Siachen and
terrorism.

Singh and Kasuri held an hour-long
delegation-level talks and followed it up
with one-on-one meeting. “The talks
went off in a very cordial atmosphere,”
Kasuri, flanked by Singh, told re-
porters. Neither of the ministers gave
any details of what transpired at the
talks with both saying that they would
meet the press on Tuesday.

The agreement on pre-notification of
missile tests was signed by foreign sec-
retary Shyam Saran and his Pakistani
counterpart Riaz Mohammad Khan in
the presence of the two foreign minis-
ters. The agreement entails that both
countries provide each other advance
notification before undertaking any
surface-to-surface ballistic missile test.
An understanding in this regard was
reached between the two countries at
the third round of Nuclear CBM talks

> on missile tests

Natwar Singh and Khurshid Kasuri
interacting with the press

held on August 5-6 in New Delhi.

India had presented a draft on pre-
notification of the tests during the first
round of expert-level talks on Nuclear
CBMs in June 2004. During the second
round of the talks held in December
last year, detailed discussions were
held on the draft agreement on the is-
sue and positions were brought closer.

India handed over a draft MoU on
measures to reduce the risks of acci-
dental or unauthorised use of nuclear
weapons under the control of both
countries at last round of talks on Nu-
clear CBMs. The MoU on establishment
of a communication link between the™
Coast Guard and Pakistan Maritime
Security Agency was signed by Coast
Guard director general Vice Admiral A
K Singh and PMSA Director General
Rear Admiral Bakhtiar Mohsin. agencies

\Ht ’guv,.. . " " N"Oh



India, Pakistan to notify each
other before missile tests

Natwar Singh, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri review status of composite dialogue

BRIDGI)

COMMUNICATION GAP: Indian Coast Guard Director Geheral

iéelAdm?f&l Arun Kumar Singh (right) and his Pakistani counterpart - .
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Admiral Bakhtiar Mohsin sign a Memorandum of Understanding on the establishment of a communication link in Islamabad on Monday.
Standing at centre are External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh and his counterpart Khurshid Kasuri (second from left). —~ PHOTO: AP

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: India and Pakistan
signed an agreement on Monday
making it obligatory for them to
notify the other at least 72 hours
before testing ballistic missiles
within a 40 km radius of the In-
ternational Boundary and the
Line of Control.(LoC).

The pact, which culminated
after months of discussions, was
signed here in the presence of
External Affairs Minister K.
Natwar Singh and his Pakistani
counterpart, Khurshid Meh-
mood Kasuri. Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran and his Pakistani
counterpart, Riaz Mohammad
Khan, signed the agreement af-
ter a 90-minute meeting of the
Ministers in which the status of

the composite dialogue was re-
viewed. The pre-notification
agreement entails the countries
to provide each other advance
notification before undertaking
any surface-to-surface ballistic
missile test. Both sides are cur-
rently engaged in examining the
details of a draft Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) on
measures to reduce the risks of
accidental or unauthorised use
of nuclear weapons. “The talks
went off in a very cordial atmo-
sphere,” Mr. Kasuri told report-
ers at the Foreign Office. All the
eight subjects listed in the com-
posite dialogue format, includ-
ing Kashmir, .came up for
scrutiny.

Pakistan laid emphasis on the
need to quicken the pace of ne-

gotiations, particularly on the
settlement of the Kashmir dis-

‘pute, without getting into specif-

ics. The Indian response was
that dialogue. covered all out-
standing issues, and New Delhi
expected a ‘conducive atmo-
sphere to continue the process.
A MoU establishing commu-
nication links between the Coast
Guard and the Pakistan Mari-
time Security Agency (PSMA)
was also signed. Coast Guard Di-
rectar-Genéral A.K. Singh and
PMSA Director-General Bak-
htiar Mohsin inked the pact.
The communication link
would help facilitate the early
exchange of information on fish-
ermen who inadvertently stray
into each other’s territories and
also information on smuggling,

pollution and search and rescue
operations.

Informal interaction

After the signing ceremonies,
the Ministers flew to the Nathia-
gali hill station for an informal
interaction over lunch hosted by
Mr. Kasuri. “The idea is to en-
able the two Ministers have a
heart-to-heart in an idyllic set-
ting;” an official said.

Asking the media not to read
much into the luncheon engage-
ment, the Indian side recalled
that the former Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, who visited
the hill resort four decades ago,
described it as one of the most
beautiful places on the Earth.
Besides, this was the place where
the former U.S. Secretary of

State, Henry Kissinger, stayec
incognito when Washington wa:
trying to establish secret con
tacts with Beijing with Pakis
tan’s help.

The Ministers will meet agair
tomorrow to mark the revival o
the India-Pakistan Joint Com-
mission, which last met in 1989.
The main agenda before them is
to decide on the contours of the
Commission, as several subjects
in the old format are now part of
the composite dialogue. A joint
statement is expected at the end
of the meeting. ; ""

Mr. Singh is also scheduled to
make a courtesy call on Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf and
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on
Tuesday before flying to Kara-
chi. .




Natwar in Pakistan
to give new thrust

to peace talks

QU

o\
o g\

People want peace process to be faster: Kasuri

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: External Affairs Min-
ister K. Natwar Singh arrived
here on Sunday night leading a
15-member high-level official
delegation from five Ministries
to give further impetus to the
India-Pakistan peace dialogue.

In the course of his four-day
stay here, both sides will ink two
agreements related to pre-noti-
fication of flight-testing of ballis-
tic missiles and establishment of
communication links between
the Indian Coast Guard and the
Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency (PSMA).

Mr. Singh, his second visitina
span of less than eight months,
told the media at the airport that
the frequency of high-level visits
between the two sides was “re-
flective of the positive momen-
tum” of the bilateral relations
between India and Pakistan.

The basic objective of Mr.
Singh’s bilateral visit is to review

e

rd

e Accord on pre-
notification of flight-
testing of ballistic
missiles in the offing

the status of the composite dia-
logue with Pakistan and to mark
the revival of the India-Pakistan
Joint Commission after a gap of
16 years.

There is a conscious effort on
both sides to remove the percep-

tion created by a section of the.

media that the recent contact
between Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf and Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in
New York on the sidelines of the
United Nations General As-
sembly brought about a slump in
the bilateral ties.

It was against this backdrop
that Pakistan Foreign Minister
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri said
hours before Mr. Singh landed
here that Islamabad attached a

lot of “importance” to his visit.
Observing “many people want
the peace process to be much
faster,” Mr. Kasuri said he would
take up the issue with Mr. Singh
during the talks on Monday.

Mr. Singh said it was the over-
whelming desire of the peoples
of both the countries to have
friendly relations and the two
governments responded to these
sentiments and would work to-
wards positive deliberations in
the next three days.

The pre-notification pact to
be signed by the Foreign Secre-
taries of India and Pakistan in
the presence of the Foreign Min-
isters commits both sides to pre-
notify in a structured format
flight-testing of ballistic missiles
within 40 km radius of the bor-
ders of both sides.

The objective of the agree-
mentis to enhance mutual confi-
dence and engender
predictability and transparency
of intent.




“‘More CBMs
as Natwar’s

off to gv

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: On the eve of
foreign minister Natwar
Singh’s visit to Pakist an,
the cabinet committee on
security (CCS), chaired by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Friday, gave a
green signal to the ministry
of external affairs to nego-
tiate wide-ranging liberali-
sation in visa and consular
services with Pakistan.

During his visit, Natwar
will sign two agreements—
on prior notification of bal-
listic missile tests and a hot-
line between the Coast
Guard and the Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency.
India will propose amend-
ments to the 1982 and 1974
accords with Pakistan to in-
clude the following: India
and Pakistan will notify
each other immediately af-
ter the arrest of civilians
from either country; con-
sular access should be
granted within  three
months and both sides
should agree to exchange
lists of prisoners twice a
year—January 1 and July 1.

This, officials say, will
help ease the problems that
civilian prisoners face in ei-
ther country. The issue has
acquired greater urgency
after the intense public in-
terest in the Sarabjit case.

India will also propose
amendments to facilitate
travel of citizens for med-
ical treatment as well as pil-
grims to shrines in the oth-
er country. In Islamabad,
the Indian delegation will
make a pitch for an extradi-
tion treaty with Pakistan
and a mutual legal assis-
tance treaty.

For India, the aim of the
peace process is to ease the
barriers between the coun-
tries while keeping a strict
vigil on security issues.
Therefore, officials said
they would raise the issues
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For India, the
aim of the peace
process is to ease

the barriers

between the
countries while
keeping a strict
vigil on security
issues

of increased terrorist vio-
lence in India and the infra-
structure of terrorism, i.e.
terrorist camps in Pakistan
which are still spewing mil-
itants into J&K. Officials
said any talk of aresolution
of the Kashmir issue would
only happen after terrorism
had verifiably ended. This
will pour cold water on Pak-
istan’s hopes of trying to
hurry along a resolution.
Meanwhile, India will fo-
cus on other aspects of bi-
lateral ties. The MEA team
will make a presentation on
tourism prospects for Pak-
istanis in India, including
group tours, and even give a
list of approved tour opera-
tors in India. This, despite
the fact that Pakistan re-
cently refused visas to Indi-
ans wanting to participate
in a Lahore tourism fair. In-
dia will also make a presen-
tation  projecting  the
growth potential of trade —
Indian optimism has in-
creased after Pakistan al-
lowed the import of essen-
tial commodities recently



Siachen: need
for accord .
on ground .
position line

Both sides should also decide on
the area occupied by the troops

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Redeployment of In-
dian and Pakistani troops in the
Siachen will be possible provid-
ed the two sides agree on the
current actual ground position
line, official sources said ahead
of External Affairs Minister Nat-
}-(ar Singh’s visit to Pakistan
from October 2 to 5.

India and Pakistan would also
have to arrive at an understand-
ing on what would be done with
the area where the troops were
currently deployed. The sources
indicated that India favoured
plotting the further course of
Line of Control, which stops at
Point NJ9842.

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf, during his visit to
New Delhi in April, agreed that
there should be some form of
verification of the actual ground
positions in the Siachen, the
sources said.

However, there was not much
change in the Pakistani position
at the subsequent talks between
the Defence Secretaries. India
remained hopeful of making
progress.

Referring to Sir Creek, the
sources seemed to suggest that
there were no major differences,
The problem lay in plotting the

maritime boundary after a joint
survey by the two sides.

While conceding that Pakis-
tan wanted “progress” on Kash-
mir, the sources ruled out the -
possibility of territorial changes.
The peace process, they argued,
would go forward if cross-border
terrorism was addressed.

During Mr. Singh’s visit to Is-
lamabad and Karachi, the India-
Pakistan Joint Commission
would meet for the first time af-
ter 1989. The two sides would
also review the progress made
after the second round of the
composite dialogue.

Two accords — one on pre-
notification of missile tests and
the other putting in place a di-
rect communication link be-

tween the Indian Co@% é%ﬁ
and the Pakistan Mari 1~

rity Agency — would be signed
during Mr. Singh’s visit.

India would raise the issue of
a possible extradition treaty as
well as a mutual legal assistance
treaty. Also, New Delhi wanteda
larger number of pilgrims and
more religious centres added to
the list between India and Pakis-
tan.

New Delhi would provide Isla-
mabad with a list of approved
tour operators to promote group
tours from Pakistan.




