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Jslamahad, Sept. 28: Sarabjit
Singh's lawyer has filed a re-
view petition before the Pak-
istan Supreme Court. chal-
lenging the “questionable” tri-
als against the convict in two
courts.

Lahore High Cowrt and an
anti-terrorist  court had
awarded death sentence to the
Indian from Bhikhiwind in
Amritsar for allegedly carry-
ing out five blasts in Lahore,
Kasur and Faisalabad in Pak-
istan in 1990,

The explosions had killed
at least 14 people and injured
dozens.

The Pakistan Supreme
Court upheld the death sen-
tence against him in several
cases.

Speaking to reporters in
Lahore today. Sarabjit’s
lawver Rana Abdul Hamid
said the review petition was
filed at the Lahore registry of
the Supreme Court.

He said there are contra-
dictions in the statements of
witnesses that were recorded
during tfrial in the lower
courts.

Also. a statement by a
defence eyewitness was ig-
nored during the trials. The
apex court’s attention has
been drawn to this, Hamid
added.

The lawyer said he has also
challenged a confession by
Sarabjit but did not give fur-
ther details on this.

Sarabjit can appeal to Pres-
ident Pervez Musharvaf for
clemency or to have his death
sentence commuted into
life imprisonment. Hamid
said.

Musharraf had said dur-
ing his recent visit to New
York that he would look into
Sarabjit's case once the legal
aspects of the maitter were
brought before him.

“I am a compassionate per-
son, who does not believe in
taking others’ lives.” he had
told mediapersons.

Sarabjit's family members
say he is trapped in a case of
“mistaken identity”. They
claim he unintentionally
crossed the border in a drunk-
en state.

Sarabjit's sister Dalbir
Kaur has even threatened
to commit suicide along
with the convict's wife and
children if her brother is
hanged.

Pakistani authorities
claim Sarabjit is Manjeet
Singh, a RAW agent involved
in the bomb blasts.

However. last month,
the Pakistan government al-
lowed Indian diplomats to
meet Sarabjit at Kot Lakhpat
jail in Lahore to verify his na-
tionality.

When Prime Minister Ma-
nmohan Singh met Musharraf
in New York, Sarabjit’s case
reportedly figured in their
discussion.
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~Sarabjeet lawyer
vdisappointéd:”

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 25. — The lawyer of
Sarabjeet Singh today expressed extreme dis-
appointment over the government’s reluctance
to permit him to meet his client, whose death
sentence was upheld by Pakistan Supreme
Court for allegedly carrying out bomb blasts in
the country in 1990.

Mr Rana Abdul Hamid, who has been hired
by a human rights group from Canada to save
Sarabjeet’s life, said over phone from Lahore
that he was “extremely disappointed and puz-
zled” over the government’s reluctance to per-
mit him to meet Sarabjeet in Lakpath prison.
“They are not allowing me to see my client. It
is very embarrassing to note that I can not meet
my client facing gallows,” he said.

Mr Hamid, who was planning to file a writ
petition in Lahore High Court seeking a legal
directive to meet Sarabjeet, said he met addi-
tional home secretary, prisons of Punjab, this

. week as a last resort, seeking his intervention.
“Nothing has come off it so far. I keep hearing
from the officials that they have not received
orders from concerned agencies,” he .added.

. “The government is depriving the right of my
client to meet his lawyer,” he said. Mr Hamid
plans to file a review petition in Supreme Court
tomorrow, He had sought the transcripts of the
interview of a key witness, conducted by some
Indian TV channels early this month, in which
the witness said that he was forced to give false
evidence against Sarabjeet. Mr Hamid said he
made a request to the Indian High Commission
in this regard yesterday. High Commission offi-
cial Mr Deepak Kaul said efforts were under-
way to obtain the transcripts. — PT1
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The aud

he prime minister’s visit to

New York should prove to be

an important moment in the

learning curve for him and
the establishment. He will be more
careful perhaps about claiming to
have made history with General Per-
vez Musharraf, as he did last year in
New York, or in announcing to the
world that he trusts Musharraf and
can do business with him.

New York has shown Musharraf
to be someone who is dogged about
what he wants. For that he is willing
to lie, bring to bear external pressure
or act petulant. Although he had
claimed that he had set aside his
country’s insistence on implementa-
tion of UN resolutions to resolve the
Kashmir issue in January 2004, he
had no hesitation in saying in the
present UN general assembly, “Reso-
lutions of the United Nations, espe-
cially the security council’'s deci-
sions, must be implemented” and that
“it is in that spirit that Pakistan is
pursuing the composite dialogue
with India”. When confronted with
his change in stance by India, he is be-
lieved to have blamed the whole thing
on some enthusiastic speechwriter!

From stridency to cajoling to
bluntness in asking the Indian prime
minister what he wanted in Kashmir,
Musharraf has shown that he is wili-
ing to adopt any tactic to get what he
wants. What he managed to do in the
US was to put India on the defensive
— as an obdurate party that did not
want an early resolution of the Kash-
mir issue.

What also became evident in New
York is that the US stakes in Pakis-
tan’s military ruler are very high.
This was evident not only from the en-
hanced level of hospitality he re-
ceived — Bush invited him for dinner
— but also from the manner in which
the US secretary of state, Condoleez-
za Rice, intervened on his behalf with
India. The impact of Rice’s request
for concessions on Kashmir is the
same as Musharraf’s during his din-
ner meeting with the prime minister
— that whatever India has done up to
now is not a concession.

what India has done on Kash-

mir: India has opened the Sri-
nagar to Muzaffarabad bus route by
allowing passport-less travel; it has al-
lowed the leaders of the All Party
Hurriyvat Conference to travel to Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir on the bus; it
did not make too much of a fuss when
Hurrivat leaders visited Pakistan
without visas; on their return, the
prime minister met them, enhancing
their legitimacy; India has pulled out
the Border Security Force from polic-
ing duties in Kashmir and replaced
them with the Central Reserve Police
Force; it has allowed the former
prime minister of PoK, Sardar Qay-
oom, to visit India; it has allowed Hur-

E ven if it is not enough, consider

acity of the general

 TWENTY-TWENTY  Qy

"BHARAT BHUSHAN

Here’s the gameplan

riyat’s Mirwaiz Umer Farooq to visit
New York to meet Musharraf; in the
joint statement issued in New York, it
has relegated terrorism to a second-
ary position in the bilateral dialogue;
and most importantly, it has success-
fully completed two rounds of the
composite dialogue with Pakistan.

India, in effect, has been constant-
ly responding to the wishes and senti-
ments of the people of Kashmir. Yet,
General Musharraf acts like a petu-
lant child who does not want to leave
New York for home till he getsatoy in
hand and the US urges India to give
him one. Surely this is an unaccept-
able situation.

The general made much of dem-
anding a troop reduction in Jammu
and Kashmir. Why is troop reduction
an issue at a time when there is a
cease-fire along the line of control
and the international border? It
should not be an issue at a time when
there are no hostilities, the command-
ers on the two sides are talking on hot-

lines and bus routes and people trav-
elling to and fro have perforated the
LoC. The only reason why Indian
troops are in Kashmir is because of
the existence of a terrorist network
which needs to be broken and not al-
lowed to rebuild itself. Why should
India reduce its alert level at a time
when there is evidence that Pakistan
is still promoting terrorism in
Kashmir? The demand for troop re-
duction is clearly then being made to
humiliate India diplomatically. It im-
plies that when it comes to Kashmir,
India cannot take a sovereign deci-
sion. Musharraf had the gall to sug-
gest to the Indian prime minister that
the troops which had been withdrawn
from Jammu and Kashmir had not
been situated in bases far enough
from the state.

The only context within which a
foreign country can tell another
where to situate its troops is when
confidence-building measures are
being put in place on the border be-

& The general made much of demanding troop
reduction in Kashmir. Why is troop reduction
an issue at a time when there is a ceasefire along
the LoC and the international border? The only
reason why Indian troops are in Kashmir is to
break the existing terrorist network and
not allow it to rebuild itself J

/
a\4

tween the two — as, say, between India
and China. Otherwise, it is uncalled
for. Its only implication is that India is
in occupation in Kashmir and that
the occupation forces must get out.
Entertaining such demands is cer-
tainly not very clever foreign policy.

his situation has come about
I because of two factors. Firstly,
successive governments in
India have hyped up the relationship
with Pakistan to such an extent that
every meeting between the political
leaders of the two countries is over-
loaded with expectations. And sec-
ondly, because India has no policy on
Kashmir. New Delhi seems to be mov-
ing too fast and purely tactically inre-
lation to Pakistan without making an
assessment of the motivation and
conduct of the adversary.

Pakistan on the other hand seems
to be working to a plan. Its policy-ma-
kers are focussed. They are deman-
ding troop reduction in Kupwara and
Baramulla because they are the main
infiltration routes to Kashmir. If the
army is removed from there, Pakistan
will be at the doorstep of Srinagar.

Islamabad wants troop reduction
also as it makes it easier to push its
political agenda in Kashmir. It wants
to create a powerful lobby, even am-
ong the democratically elected politi-
cians, which would be pro-Pakistan.

If there is troop reduction, the
APHC can tell people that it is their
achievement. This way they expand
their base among the people, and as
and when elections are held, they con-
test as Pak proxies.

Musharraf would want APHC to
contest elections and tell the world
that these are democratically elected
people and not militants or jihadis un-
happy with India. To get them elected,
he would give them all help, including
backing their efforts using the gun. If
they win the elections, he can dictate
politics in Kashmir. APHC is Pak-
istan’s proxy for now but Musharraf
has also invited the Kashmiri chief
minister, Mufti Mohammed Sayeed,
to visit Islamabad.

India seems to have no gameplan.

It is not sufficient to say that bor-
ders will not change or that the “pos-
sible options” for a peaceful settle-
ment of Kashmir will be “pursued in
a sincere spirit and purposeful man-
ner”. Whose options are these? India
has not put forward any options, only
Pakistan has. So what have we agreed
to discuss with sincerity? Only when
New Delhi knows for sure what it
wants in Kashmir can it address the
question of what the other side may
want while safeguarding its own in-
terests. Since that clarity is nowhere
to be seen, Indian leaders have to suf-
fer the audacity of General Mushar-
raf and his guardian angels in Wash-
ington DC.

I t is a long-term plan. By contrast,
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Tariq Aziz rushes to US

Seeks Washington’s help in making India more ﬂewible(\v;
NI /

PRESS Trust of India —{
Islamabad, September 16 \Q\\

WITH PRIME Minister Manmohan
Singh ruling out reduction of troops in
the Valley till violence and terror con-
tinued, Pakistan’s National Security
Adviser, Tariq Aziz, has rushed to
Washington to ask the US to press India
to demonstrate more flexibility.

Aziz, who held a series of behind-the-
scenes talks with India’s special envoy,
S.K. Lamba, in the run-up to Singh’s
meeting with President Pervez
Musharraf in New York on Wednesday,
will brief his US counterpart on the
progress of the talks as well as seek
Washington’s help in pressing India to
be more flexible, local daily The New
reported. :

Quoting officials, the paper said the
Pakistani side went into the talks on
September 14 expecting progress, but
came out “slightly disappointed.”

They, however, managed to salvage

THE Hi 57 a0

«
¥

something from the meeting as the In-
dian Prime Minister accepted an invi-
tation by Musharraf to visit Pakistan,
“although no dates have been agreed
upon”, it said.

The Pakistan media, which got up-
beat projections ahead of the talks by
the country’s ambassador to the US,
Gen (retd) Jahangir Karamat, uniform-
ly reported lack of progress in the
Singh-Musharraf meeting, saying the
Indian Prime Minister’s nod to visit
Pakistan was the only “saving grace.”

Well before the talks, Karamat, a for-
mer Army Chief, told a large contin-
gent of Pakistan media which covered
the event that the two leaders were like-
ly to agree on the troop pullout from
Siachan. He also said that India might
agree to pull out troops from some ar-

AP

\\“\/

eas in Jammu and Kashmir.

Also, hours ahead of the meeting,
Karamat said Musharraf, in his talks
with US President George Bush in New
York, had asked him to pressure India
to pull out troops from some areas in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The lack of progress on any of the is-
sues made Pakistani media to project
the talks as a failure with headlines like
“Musharraf-Singh talks make no head-
way”. The damage was partly limited
as the newspapers also carried Mushar-
raf’s assertions that talks were not
“deadlocked.”

The News quoted Pakistan officials
as saying that before the talks they
were hoping that progress could be
made in trying to work out broad con-
tours of a settlement of the Kashmir is-
sue through back-channel diplomacy,
but no major headway was made dur-
ing Wednesday’s meeting.

In this sense, they said, “the outcome
was a disappointment”.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2005

Pressing on with
& < détente o5y

t is obviously unrealistic to expect Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh and President Pervez Musharraf to

give a major boost to India-Pakistan relations each

time they meet. Beginning with the agenda-setting
Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting during the Islamabad SAARC
summit in January 2004, détente has made spirited pro-
gress and the overall character of bilateral relations has been
transformed beyond recognition. People-to-people contacts
have multiplied and productive steps taken to establish
trade and economic linkages. The recent exchange of civilian
prisoners might not be as dramatic a development as the
launch of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service. But this
humanitarian gesture signified that the two countries were
making a serious effort to develop their relationship. While
none of the major issues in contention is settled after two
rounds of the composite dialogue, there has been sufficient
momentum in the exchanges to justify the claim that dé-
tente between India and Pakistan has become irreversible.
There could be a loss of momentum if these issues are not
addressed by the time the third round of the dialogue takes
place in January 2006. What is clear is that Dr. Singh and
General Musharraf had more than a formal meeting in New
York to explore the way forward. What is uncalled for at this
stage is hyped-up frustration over the absence of a break-
through.

Not much information has been provided on the specifics
of the four-hour meeting between the leaders of India and
Pakistan. However, there are indications that the Prime
Minister has refocussed on the issues of infiltration across
the Line of Control and violence in the Kashmir Valley. Dr.
Singh delivered a message indirectly to Islamabad when,
during his interaction with President George W. Bush, he
gave voice to the complaint that “Pakistan still controls the
flow of terror and they must stop it for any realistic pro-
gress.” Indian security experts are of the view that while
infiltration and violence have both declined this year (al-
though there has been a spurt in violence in the summer
months), the terrorist groups appear to be adopting new
tactics. They are now apparently being trained to cross the
fence along the LoC, and to manufacture explosives from
locally sourced material. There is also allegedly a steady flow
of messages between operatives in the Valley and their
controllers in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Under these cir-
cumstances, it was unrealistic to expect that Dr. Singh would
respond positively to General Musharraf’s request (con-
veyed through Mr. Bush) that troops should be withdrawn
from the districts of Baramulla and Kupwara. A modest
change has been effected with the Central Reserve Police
Force taking over security duties in Srinagar district from
the Border Security Force. While this process might be
replicated in the rest of Jammu and Kashmir, it is clear the
Army’s back-up role in India’s most troubled State will not
be ended any time soon.
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anmohan,
Pervez burn

midnight oil

S. Rajagopalan
New York, September 15

MANMOHAN SINGH gave Pervez
Musharraf a clear message in New
York: Terror must stop before
troops can be withdrawn from spe-
cific areas of Jammu and Kashmir.

The two leaders met for over four
hours on Wednesday night (Thurs-
day in India). By the time it was
over, it was past midnight.

In the run-up to the meeting, Pak-
istan had made public its case for
withdrawal of Indian troops from
Baramulla and Kupwara, arguing
that such a step would contribute to
a more positive environment in the
region. Addressing the UN General
Assembly, Musharraf had sought to
equate the Kashmir issue with Pales-
tine, saying the ongoing composite
dialogue should be “result oriented”.

“Resolutions of the United Na-
tions, especially the Security Coun-
cil’s decisions, must be implement-
ed. Our nations must not remain

- trapped, by hate and history, in a cy-
cle of confrontation and conflict,”
Musharraf had said.

When the two leaders met, Singh
pointed out that such remarks
would do little good for maintaining
a conducive atmosphere. Musharraf
maintained that it was not his inten-
tion to create any negative setting.
His only motivation, he said, had
been to emphasise the need that Pak-
istan felt for progress on the issue.

Singh also voiced concerns over
continuing acts of terrorism;
Musharraf assured him that he
would do everything possible to stop
it. He said Pakistan was in the fore-
front of the war on terror.

Both leaders vowed to press ahead
with the peace process — their joint
statement stressed that terrorism
would not be allowed to impede it —
and reaffirmed their commitment to
resolve “all pending issues, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir, to the sat-
isfaction of both sides”.

}
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T

SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS

TERROR CONCERNS Singh says no
troop withdrawat from J&K till terror
stops. Pervez pledges to do his best

KASHMIR ISSUE In UN address,
Pervez equates Kashmir with
Palestine. Singh feels this was not
good for conducive atmasphere

SARABJT SINGH PM takes up
issue; Pervez says it is being
handled on a humanitarian basis

JOINT STATEMENT Terrorism will
not be allowed to impede peace
process. Both leaders commit
themselves to resolving all pending
issues, including Kashmir

The marathon meeting was held
at Singh’s initiative at the New York
Palace Hotel. It had given rise to me-
dia expectations of a more spectacu-
lar outcome than the statement, seen
as bland, that finally emerged. The
two leaders did not take questions at
their joint media appearance.

Foreign secretary Shyam Saran
stoutly defended the outcome of the
“free-ranging discussion” that was
marked by candour. “We are not en-
gaged in event-making, but a
process that requires hard work,”
Saran said, cautioning against ex-
pectations of instant success.

Musharraf, who read out the state-
ment at the brief media appearance,
also said he had invited Singh to vis-
it Pakistan, and the latter has agreed.

External affairs minister K. Nat-
war Singh and national security ad-
viser M.K. Narayanan assisted the
Prime Minister during the talks,
while Pakistan foreign minister
Khurshid Kasuri and deputy secu-
rity adviser Tariq Aziz assisted
Musharraf.

Complete coverage on Page 2
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf after their summit in New York on Thursday.




“Sarabjeet

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 14. —
The death sentence for Sar-
abject Singh is “well-des-
erved” and “warrants no
leniency”, the Pakistan Su-
preme Court ruled while
upholding the capital pun-
ishment on the Indian con-
victed for carrying out five
bomb blasts in that country
in 1990.

“The death sentence is
well-deserved and  he
(Sarabjit alias Manjeet) did
not warrant any leniency,”
said the detailed 27-page
verdict authored by Justice
Mohammad Mr Nawaz
Abbasi. The judgment also

el - ¥

L

took eXCeptl nfto the trial
court convictioh of on only
one count of terrorism
“when he should have been
convicted and sentenced
separately for each murder
in each case,” the Dawn
reported today.

On 18 August, the
Pakistan Supreme Court
upheld the death sentence
imposed upon Sarabjeet Si-
ngh, dismissing his appeals
on similar judgments of
Lahore High Court and an
Anti-Terrorism Court.
Sarabjeet was convicted of
carrying out five bomb
blasts that had left 14 kitled
and 89 others injured.

His lawyer, Mr Abdul
Hamid Rana, said by tele-

e k.,)m A r}‘f

deserves to d1e Pak SC

ll\-‘.Q\,’ /) N
phone’from Lahore that he
had not yet received a copy
of the detailed judgement
and that he would file a
review petition as soon as
he got it.

Mr Rana further said
that he would make a
mercy petition to the
Pakistan President if the
Supreme Court confirmed
the death penalty in its
review, adding that he had
not been allowed to meet
Sarabjeet, lodged in Kot
Lakhpat jail in Lahore. The
review petition should be
filed within 30 days of
receiving detailed judg-
ment and the court grants a
minimum of 15 additional

days to-prepare the legal -

defence the lawyer said.
He said that recent televi-
sion interviews given by one
of the witnesses asserting
that the prosecution had
forced him to identify
Sarabjeet as the one who |
triggered the blasts, was of l
little legal significance until ‘
the witness contradicted his \
statement in the court.
Sarabjeet’s family contin- |
ues to be optimistic. “I am
hopeful that Dr Manm- |
ohan Singh and President |
Pervez Musharraf would |
discuss granting uncondi- \
tional clemency to him dur- |
ing their meeting today,” |

Sarabjeet’s  sister, Ms
Dalbir Kaur, sai in |
Amritsar today. }



" Musharraf had

_~MANMOHAN: STOP TERROR FLOW INT

“1It’s battle o

Press Trust of India

NEW YORK, Sept. 14. —
Ahead of their meeting here,
Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan  Singh  and
President Pervez Musharraf
have made comments seek-
ing to put the onus of the
progress in the India-
Pakistan peace process on
each other with the Indian
leader making it plain that
the flow of terror into
Jammu and Kashmir must
stop for that.

On  his part, Gen
Musharraf, who will be the
Prime Minister’s guest at a
dinner tonight (5.30 a.m. IST
on Thursday), introduced a
new element into the dia-
logue process by seeking
President George W Bush’s
help to persuade India to
pull out troops from areas
such as Baramulla and
Kupwara in the Kashmir
Valley to achieve forward
movement in the discussions.

“The proposal is a message
for India and the USA as
well,” a Pakistani official
said.

Both Dr Singh and Gen
separate
meetings with the US
~.Bgesident and the Indo-Pak
peace process figured promi-
nently.

They gave their assessment
to Mr Bush and in the
process sent out messages to
each other on what needs to
be done.

The Prime Minister did
some plain-speaking, telling
the US President that
Pakistan still controlled the
flow of terror into Jammu

and Kﬂmﬁf{ and this must

Dr Manmohan Singh with foreign minister Mr K Natwar Singh and Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (left) at a dinner reception for the

sto“for dny real progress to
be made in the peace
process”.

During a 30-minute one-
on-one meeting with Mr
Bush, the Pakistani President
pushed hard for a pullout of
Indian troops from specific
areas in the Kashmir Valley
saying it would be a “defini-
tive step” towards a mean-
ingful progress on the
Kashmir problem.

Unless there is Indian reci-
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tembers of the Non-Aligned Movement in New York on Tuesday. — PTI

procity on the key issue of
Kashmir all other confi-
dence-building  measures
would lose their impact, the
General told Mr Bush.

Dr Singh and President
Musharraf will review the
progress of their dialogue on
Kashmir and other issues
during the dinner meeting.
There is speculation that
they may make progress on
issues like Siachen and Sir
Creek.

PM peeve at Atal out in meet with Bush

NEW YORK, Sept. 14. — The PMO foday sought to downplay the = "

controversy back home over the reference made by Dr Singh to Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee's criticism of the Indo-US nuclear deal during his talks
with President Bush here last evening. Mr Bush was hopeful that he
would get the US Congressional approval for the deal and Dr Singh told
him that Parliament had discussed it and he had its backing. Dr Singh
mentioned Mr Vajpayee’s criticism which had come as a surprise to him.
His media adviser Mr Sanjaya Baru said the reference to Mr Vajpayee
was in the context of the President referring to the debate in the US
Congress and Dr Singh responding by mentioning the reaction in India.
“You are a good man. We can do business with you These were the
US President's words of compliments for Dr Singh. — PTI

Remark sparks row, page 4

EZ: PULL OUT TROOPS FROM VALLEY AREAS

before talks

Let all share peace
& prosperity: PM

UNHQ, Sept. 14, — Dr Manmohan Singh
today said globalisation should not leave in
its wake large pools of dispossessed and
rejected the notion that poverty, illiteracy
and backwardness hindered exercise of
democracy. “Globalisation is bringing new
opportunities each day in the quest to over-
come the age-old challenges of poverty,
ignorance and disease”, the Prime Minister
said and called for ensuring that “jts relent-
less advance does not leave in its wake large
pools of dispossessed and that the voiceless
are empowered”,

“Only democracy can ensure that they,
too, become stakeholders in a millennium
of peace and prosperity that we, in the
United Nations, seek to accomplish,” he
said while speaking at the launch of UN
Democracy Fund, along with President
George W Bush, on the 60th anniversary of
the world body. The Prime Minister said
poverty, illiteracy and backwardness did not
hinder the exercise of democracy. “Quite
on the contrary, our experience of more
than 50 years of democratic rule demon-
strates how democracy is a most powerful
tool to successfully overcome the challenge
of development,” he said.

Democracy alone gives the assurance
that the development aspirations of the
poorest citizens of the society would be
taken into consideration, Dr Singh said,
adding “this is the unique strength of a
democratic set-up”.

=w=ie announced that India would soon

establish a virtual centre on the Internet for
providing information on democracy and a
forum for exchange of experience.
Bush praises India

President George W Bush praised India’s
initiative in establishing the UN Democracy
Fund, for which New Delhi has pledged $10
million. He said the fund would help all tho-
se who want to join the democratic world
and India, the largest democracy, had pl-
ayed a major role in establishing it. — PTI

More reports on pages 3 and 5
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Tistory of freedom
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CHANDI(;&ARH, Sept. 12. Q Wapping

— It was a historic moment
* at Wagah border as India A\ . ;
and ngistan released 585 arab,eet
prisoners today, marking '
one of the biggest prisoner ISLAMABAD, Sept. 12.
exchanges between the two  — Pakistan today ruled
countries in recent times. - out swapping Sarabjeet
Joyous and emotional Singh, sentenced to death
scenes were witnessed on  for “spying”, with some of
both sidés of the border as  the Pakistani prisoners
the freed walked into the housed in Indian jails, say-
arms of relatives, many of ing they were not “spies”.
whom had yearned for this ~ “We do not have any
moment for more than a spies in India and all the
decade. There was excite- 587 prisoners released
ment in the air since today by both the coun-
morning with hundreds of tries at Wagah were civil-
families gathering at this ians and not security pris-
border check post as the oners,” foreign office
process for'the exchange spokesman Mr Naeem
got underway. Khan said here while
This border check post replying to a questions on
in Punjab was buzzing with  whether Pakistan would
activity with hundreds anx-  swap Sarabjeet with any its
ious to see their loved “spies” imprisoned in
ones return to India after India. Pakistan today
languishing in Pakistani released 435 prisoners
prisons for years. This was while India set free 152
the biggest such exercise Pakistani prisoners at
after 1974 when war pris- Wagah border. — PTI
oners were last exchanged
between the two countries. Pakistan were mostly
Pakistan was to release youths from Punjab and
435 Indian prisoners, other north Indian states.
including 371 fishermen They had been duped by
(mostly from Gujarat) and unscrupulous travel agents
64 other civilians. India who had promised to take
was to release 150 Pakist- them to the West. Many
ani prisoners, including families from  Punjab,
one Mohammad Babar Haryana and Kashmir had
who was in Indian jails for arrived at Wagah despite
over 15 years. having no confirmation on
Officials said 64 civilians whether their loved ones
~oming back home from would be released or not.
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HISTORIC SWAP: Indian pris_‘oners (in
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the foreground) and Pakistani prisoners (at the far end) cross the Wagah
Chin mmremdetan Lacmem awabanaing nver 50() nrisoners. — PHOTO: AFP

083 prisoners walk to freedom
at Attari-Wagah border

History made in largest repatriation between Pakistan and India

Sarabjit Pandher

CHANDIGARH: Amid emotional
scenes, India and Pakistan on
Monday scripted history by re-
patriating 583 prisoners, the
largest such mutual exchange
during peacetime.

Against 152 Pakistani nation-
als who were listed to walk free,
only 148 were repatriated as the
documents of the remaining
four were found to be incom-
plete. On the other hand, Pakis-
tan returned 435 Indian
nationals, including 371 fisher-
men.

The rest included 51 youths
from Punjab who had been
duped by unscrupulous travel
agents.

The process of repatriation,
identification and handing over
of the released to their relatives
at the Attari-Wagah joint check
post along the Indo-Pakistan
border was expected to be com-
pleted late in the night.

According to witnesses in Am-
ritsar, a shortage of staff led to
mismanagement as the local po-
lice had a tough time controlling
anxious relatives who were held
back at the outer gate of the
check post, almost a kilometre
away from the zero line.

o Pakistan returns 435 Indian nationals

o Of 152 Pakistani nationals, 148 repatriated; documents

for 4 incomplete

o Staff shortage causes mismanagement of process; police
struggle to control walting relatives

No arrangements had been
made for the relatives who
braved the humid weather since
morning for a glimpse of their
loved ones. Border Security
Force (BSF) jawans carried out
the daily retreat ceremony at the
Wagah post without the usual
fanfare of spectators cheering
them as they lowered the trico-
lour at sunset.

Following the simultaneous
repatriation, authorities de-
tained the released prisoner for
questioning for a couple of
hours. Relatives were then sum-
moned to identify the released
person before allowing him to
walk free.

Once outside the outer gate of
the check post, the other waiting
relatives welcomed him with
garlands and sweets.

While it was a time for cele-
brations for some, it was a day of
major disappointment for many
others, especially the families of

54 Prisoners of War who were
believed to be held in various
Pakistan jails since the 1971 War.
On realising that their relatives
were not among the repatriates,
their distraught families were
joined by others in an impromp-
tu demonstration. Tears
streamed down the faces of
many as words betrayed the
emotions.

Earlier, Wasim Sajid, Minister
of Interior Affairs from the Pa-
kistani province of Punjab, who
crossed over into Indian Terri-
tory to discuss arrangements for
the repatriation with the Indian
authorities, told reporters that
the exercise was a major indica-
tor about the improvement in
Indo-Pakistan relations.

Hopeful that more prisoners
would be exchanged soon, Mr.
Sajid said the Secretary-level
talks in August was successful in
laying down norms for expedit-
ing the identification proce-

in peacetime

dures, which was the main
reason for nationals languishing
in the neighbouring country’s
prisons.

Led by his sister Dalbir Kaur,
relatives of Sarabjit Singh who
faces a death sentence in Pakis-
tan, received the repatriated
prisoners and tied rakhis on
them.

Ms. Kaur said the family ex-
pected Sarabjit to walk free in
the next exchange of prisoners.

Som Dutt, who was the first to
be released after he spent eight
years in Pakistan’s prisons, said
a number of Indians in the jails
there had tuberculosis.

He was caught in Italy on
forged travel documents and
pushed into Lebanon, Turkey
and Iran, finally landing in Pa-
kistan’s jails.

Gurdev Singh, a youth from
Bhikhiwind in Amritsar, has re-
turned after nine months in a
Pakistani prison. He was duped
by travel agents, which saw him
land in Lebanon. From there he
was deported to Turkey and
pushed into Iran and Pakistan.
He said after the international
community raised Sarabjit’s is-
sue, the Pakistan authorities
changed their treatment of pris-
oners.
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~Threat cloud over kaItv

Sept. 8. — Even as Rajasthan played host-to the talks between
Dr Manmohan Singh and Mr Tony Blair today, a suspected
terrorist outfit — Al-Mansur — threatened strikes in Jaipur if
Pakistani prisoners were not released from Rajasthan’s jails.
In a letter written to a local Hindi daily here, Al-Mansur
threatened to blow up five-star hotels in the city and the rail-
way station between 7 and 14 September. The outfit demand-
ed the release of 35 Pakistani prisoners allegedly langmshmg
in various jails of the state.

State home minister Mr Gulab Chand Kataria said: “We are

checking the authenticity of the letter and Intelligence agen-
cies are trying to collect more information. The Central gov-
ernment has also been asked for help in this regard.” The ori-

gin of the e-mail address from where the message was posted:

was also being looked into. The letter was also a topic of dis-
cussion at the secunty agencies™ meetings today. Written in
English and Urdu, it was warned the BJP state government
against making light of the threats issued. In the letter, Al-
Mansur also threatened to prove its point if all Pakistani pris-
oners held in various jails of the state were not released. In the
wake of the threat, the Rajasthan government strengthened

s -

B Vi

security at all five-star hotels as well as at places of attraction
across the city. Intelligénee agencies and police were keeping
a close watch too. Rajasthan, with a border with Pakistan on its
west, has quite a good number of Pakistani prisoners in its jails.
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 5. —
India today said it con-
veyed to Pakistan that
Sarabjeet Singh, sentenced
to death for his alleged
involvement in the Lahore
bomb blasts in 1990, is an
Indian national.

“The Punjab government
has now confirmed that the
individual is indeed Sarab-
jeet... So we have informed
the Pakistani authorities that
he is Sarabjeet and he is an
Indian national,” foreign
ministry spokesman Mr
Navtej Sarna said.

The Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad had
sent its report to the for-
eign ministry here which, in
turn, contacted the Punjab
government seeking the
details of Sarabjeet.

Asked whether the
process of Sarabjeet’s repa-
triation to India now been
cleared, the spokesman
said: “Now, we have to wait
and see how the Pakistani
legal and juridical process-
es work.” Queried about
when the Pakistani authori-
ties had been contacted, he
said: “Either today or yes-
terday.”

Asked about media
reports which had quoted
one of the key witnesses in
the case as saying that he
was not surc whether
Sarabjeet was involved in
the blasts, the spokesman
said: “What the Indian
government has been
doing is focused on a cer-
tain series of steps which
we have to take as a foreign
government — to get con-
sular access, a confirma-
tion of national identity
and so on.”
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After bus,
it is trucks,:

Technical-level meetings to be
held soon on operationalisation

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: India and Pakistan on
Friday agreed to start a truck
service on the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad route as a first step to-
wards promotion of trade across
the Line of Control (LoC). *

The decision is part of a series
of confidence-building measures
(CBMs) envisaged at the Foreign
Secretary-level talks, which con-
cluded here on Friday.

“Improved atmospherics”

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf told Foreign Secre-
tary Shyam Saran that the “im-
proved  atmospherics  had
created [a] conducive environ-
ment to make real progress on
all issues, particularly Jammu
and Kashmir.” Mr. Saran made a
courtesy call on Gen. Musharraf
and apprised him of the outcome
of the second round of the com-

| posite dialogue.

An official statement quoted
Gen. Musharraf as saying that he
hoped that an end to human
rights violations and withdrawal
of troops from urban centres in
Kashmir would help in raising
the comfort level of Kashmiris.
He emphasised the need to ad-
dress the Kashmir dispute in a
focussed manner to seek a final
settlement acceptable to Pakis-
tan, India and the people of
Kashmir.

Gen. Musharraf told Mr. Sa-
ran that he was looking forward
to meeting Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh later this month in
New York on the sidelines of the
United Nations General
Assembly.

Mr. Saran said Dr. Singh was
committed to the peace process
and was keen on seeing progress

in the composite dialogue.

Asked at a news conference
about Dr. Singh’s recent re-
marks that attempts by Pakis-
tan to combat violence and
cross-border terrorism were
“half-hearted,” Mr. Saran said
India welcomed the assurances
by Gen. Musharraf that various
measures were being taken to
fight terrorism. It was conveyed
that terrorism and extremism
posed a danger to Pakistan too.

Mr. Saran said India hoped
that “these commitments are, in
fact, implemented. I, of course,
drew attention to the fact that
on the ground, infiltration and
violence still continue, and it is
our hope that this would sub-
side.” He recalled that both
Gen. Musharraf and Dr. Singh
agreed that terrorism must be
confronted and not allowed to
impede the peace process.

A joint statement said the
Foreign Secretaries would meet
in New Delhi in January next to
launch the next round of com-
posite dialogue. They would
carry forward the discussions
on Jammu and Kashmir and
peace and security.

Dialogue on Siachen, the
Wulear barrage/Tulbul naviga-
tion project, Sir Creek, terror-
ism and drug trafficking,
economic and commercial
cooperation, and promotion of
friendly exchanges in various
fields would be held between
January and July 2006.

Poonch bus service

It was decided that technical-
level meetings would be held as
soon as possible on early oper-
ationalisation of the Poonch-
Rawalkot bus service and the
truck service.
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INDIA, PAK FOCUS ON PEO

B L L NPT VPP TS  Re

PLE-TO-PEOPLE CONTACT

It's trade truck now

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 2. — India
and Pakistan today announced a
slew of measures to promote peo-
ple-to-people contacts, including
starting a truck service for trade on
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad route.
The two countries also outlined a

B roadmap for the third round of the

Composite Dialogue process to be
launched next January in New Delhi
with a meeting of their foreign sec-
retaries.

Addressing reporters at the end
of his two-day talks with his
Pakistani counterpart, Mr Riaz Md
Khan, here, foreign secretary Mr
Shyam Saran said: “It’s important to
adopt a people-centric approach”
and encourage cross-border trade
and people-to-people contacts.

It was decided that technical-level
meetings would be held on early sta-
rting of the Poonch-Rawalkot bus
service and a truck service for trade
on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
route. The foreign secretaries agr-
ced to hold talks on establishing
meeting points across the LoC for
divided families. It was also decided
that technical experts would finalise
the modalities for the Lahore-Am-
ritsar and Nankana Sahib-Amritsar
bus services later this month.

i *

' PM promise
THIRUVANTHAPURAM, Sept. 2. — The
Prime Minister today said he and the
Pakistan President would “do all that is
in our power to make the peace process
irreversible”. Dr Manmohan Singh said
he was happy that the Hurriyat leaders
had accepted his invitation for talks. He
was addressing Congress functionaries
at the KPCC headquarters here.

In Srinagar, the Hurriyat said its talks
with Dr Singh on Monday would be
“Kashmir-centric” and focus on Armed
Forces Special Powers Act, release of
prisoners and human rights situation in
J&K. —PTI

Mr Saran said during his “cour-
tesy call” on Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, he had conveyed to him
that Dr Manmohan Singh “greatly
looks forward” to the meeting
between the two leaders in New
York on 14 September.

Reciprocating the sentiments,
Gen. Musharraf told Mr Saran that
he too was looking forward to
exchanging views with Dr Singh on
various bilateral issues, including
J&K.

Asked if he had raised the issue of
Sarabjit Singh with Gen. Musharraf,
Mr Saran said it was not talked
about “specifically”.

A joint statement issued after the

AT

foreign secretaries’ talks said there
was agreement on the need to
improve, on humanitarian grounds,
the existing mechanism for quick
disposal of consular issues related to
prisoners, fishermen and inadver-
tent border-crossers.

The statement added that it was
agreed that the foreign secretaries
would meet in January 2006 to
launch the next round of Composite
Dialogue, when they will carry for-
ward the discussions on J&K and
peace and security.

Talks on Siachen, Wullar
Barrage/Tulbul Navigation Project.
Sir Creek, terrorism and drug traf-
ficking, economic and commercial
cooperation, and promotion of
friendly exchanges in various fields
would be held between January and
July next year.

The two sides welcomed the con-
tinuation of the ceasefire and com-
mended the finalisation of the
agreement on pre-notification of
ballistic missile tests which has been
recommended for signing during
the meeting,between the foreign
ministers here on 3-4 October.
During that meéting, an MoU will
also be signed for establishing com-
munication links between the
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency
and the Indian Coast Guards, the
joint statement said.
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Dragging feet over ’
transit trade and Kashmir W

RIME MINISTER Shaukat Aziz said Satur-

day that Pakistan would only open the door to
transit trade for India if India made progress onre
solving the core issue of Jammu and Kashmir with
Pakistan. He said that the Wagah border crossing
in Lahore had always been open for Afghan goods
to India, but “reverse traffic” could not be allowed
as that was part of the issue of trapsit trade betwee
India and Pakistan. He, however, sought to delink
the Iranian gas pipeline project from Kashmir by
saying, “Pakistan has informed India that it would
allow a pipeline to pass throughits territory if Indi;
was interested in buying gas from a third country”.
He had already told India earlier this year that
“Pakistan would goit alone if India was not inter-
ested in building the gas pipeline as Pakistan
neededtocater toits growing energy needs”,

The “linking” of issues within the normalisation
process between India and Pakistan suggests a
crimpin the bilateral dialogue thatbegan in 2004
with alot of promise. It is moot whether the BJP
government would have moved faster on the vari-
ous “baskets” of issues meant to be decided in par
allel, but the change of government in New Delhi
has introduced hiccups that are disconcerting.

The “baskets” were always threatened by the
overwhelming pullof the old way of running the b:
lateral equation. Pakistan wanted to move on
Kashimir on a fast track while India bought time by
bringing up the other issues. But the fact is that
eventhe important water issue has not been han-
dledbilaterally despite a number of meetings at th
experts’ level, and Pakistan has had to move forar
bitration by the World Bank —a sure sign that no
malisation is not moving forward significantly
enough tolower the traditional mutual distrust be
tween the two countries.

Therefore the conventional thesis that Indo-Pa
normalisation will lead to the building up of
enough mutual trust to enable a more meaningful
discussion of the old tortured disputes, especially
the Kashmir dispute, must be reconsidered. India
hasmoved at its traditional leisurely pace —com-
mented upon by other negotiators, especially on it
sue where it enjoys the status quo, while Pakistan™
President Musharratscemsto have gone outona
limb while “recasting” the Kashmir case in terms
that hawks in Pakistan have started to attack, espe
cially his hint that Pakistan would be willing to
climb down from the position it had taken tradi-
tionally on the basis of

The India-in- teun Security Coun|
Afehanistan  Resolutions.
g . . a The high-water mark
thesis will in of Pakistan’s “new” fles
the end prove bl If;asé]mirl polil? was
reached earlier thisyea
- more COStly when the Hurriyat Con
and less ference leaders arrived
ot in Pakistan and showed
realistic to how divided theywere
. y
Indiathan  withinthemselvesde-

i r spite their united front
g0 ng th Ough against New Delhi. But
Pakistan after  cvenhatdidnotim-

patching up  pressNewDelhimuch:

ith it anyone else would have

with 1 taken the opportunity t.
move forward.

But the factequally it

that Pakistan’s old strategy based on a conflictual
relationship with India hasn’t really gone away al-
though alternative and lateral thinkingis clearly
visible on the periphery of the mainstream point
view. Pakistan is territorially thin vis-a-vis India ar
canbestbe used as a transit area for regional trads
Butifthe need for a degree of conflict with India
remains the baseline of thinking in Pakistan, then
this thin sliver of territory will continue to obstruc
India’s economic march towards Afghanistan ar
thence to Central Asia.
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Islamabad finds it very difficult to ratfonleniise to

.. Pakistanis the giving of transit rights to Indnp w1th-
. ‘ out avisible quid pro quo from India on the“core”

issue. Despite what PM Shaukat Aziz says, the
Tranian gas pipeline was offered to India without
any linkage because the general feeling was that it
might actually oil the wheels of India’s decision-
making on the Kashmir issue. '
Unfortunately, if Kashmir is difficult to reopen
for the Congress government, its unwillingness to
move on the water issue is inexplicable. Sowe have
Pakistan digging its heels on transit trade. India has-
been dithering on the issuc of trade. The Iranian
gas pipeline — a project sure to transform Pakistan
inways that the anti-India hawks in Pakistan can
hardly imagine —hasbeen allowed to become un-
certain, India’s own hawks in New Dethi may pre-
fer doing business with Afghanistan and Central
Asiaby “encircling Pakistan”. But the India-in-
Afghanistan thesis will in the end prove more
costly and less realistic to India than going through
Pakistan after patching up withit.

FROM DAWN

India, Afghanistan pledge
to defeat terrorism

KABUL: India and Afghanistan pledged on
Sunday to work together to defeat the menace of
terrorism in the region. Indian PM Manmohan

(Editorial)

Smgh during his two-day tnp to Atghamstan firstby
any Indian prime minister in 29 years, said that the
dialogue that has began sets out a path for the
progress. While issuing a joint statement, Singh
said, “There is convergence of view that terrorism
anywhere and everywhere poses threat. So, we are
reiterating the belief that we are merchants of
peace and hope to bring progress and stability.”

Indian HC team meets convict

LAHORE: A two-member delegation of the In-
dian High Commission on Tuesday visited a fellow
countryman whois on death row in the Kot Lakh-
patJail. Indian HC visa counsellor Deepak Kaul
and another official, Mr Sharma, met Sarabjit
Singh whowas sentenced to death for terrorist ac-
tivities in Pakistan. The two remained with the pris-
oner for about an hour and a half.

. The officials said the purpose of their visit was to
confirm whether the prisoner was an Indian na-
tional Sarabyjit.

The diplomats said the prisoner was ina good
health, adding he had given them a message for his

* family. The officials expressed ignorance when

asked whether the prisoner’s family would be com-
ing to the Wagah border in a day or two.

They thanked the Pakistan government for giv-
ing them access to the prisoner, and termedita

nscope

This week, PM Manmohan Singh
visits Afghanistan, Indian Sarabjit
faces a death sentence in Pakistan,

- India and Pakistan release
prisoners across their border.
What is the reaction to all these
events in leading Pakistani
newspapers? A sampler:

positive development. Such steps, they said, would
help secure the release of prisoners from both sides
of the border on humanitarian grounds.

FROM THE NEWS
Indian diplomat meets
convicted spy '

LAHORE: Indian Visa Consular Deepak Kaul -

on Tuesday met spy Sarabjit Singh alias Manjit
Singh, who has been sentenced to death, for the

first time here at the Kot Lakhpat Jail.

Pakistan decided to grant the Indian diplomat
consular access two days ago and informed the In-
dian High Commission on Monday about the
schedule for their meeting. The Indian diplomat
would inform his High Commission about the cre-
dentials of the prisoner as the meeting was aimed
to confirm his identity.

The Indian High Commission is optimistic
about resolving this issue, hoping to further
strengthen the ongoing peace process between
the two countries. Pakistan’s Supreme Court up-
held the death sentence for Manjit Singh earlier
this month. Since then, his family has been de-
manding his release.

Singh’s sister says her brother hasbeen confused
with a Manjit Singh, whom Pakistan wants for a se-
ries of bombings in Lahore in 1990. Pakistani offi-
cials said he had confessed to his crimes and was us-
ing Manjit Singh as an alias.

FROM THE NATION
Pak, India torelease
prisoners on September 12

NEW DELHLI: In an agreement which is under-
stood to have rescued the home secretary level

talks from a deadlock, India and Pakistan have de-
cided to release on September 12 all fishermen and
civilian prisoners who have completed their sen-
tence. According to thejoint statement issued at
the end of the two days of intensive home secretary
level tatks in New Delhi Tuesday, India and Pak-
istan have said that they were giving necessary in-
structions to begin the exercise toset free these
fishermen and civilian prisoners whose national
status was confirmed.

The two countries, in the joint statement, have
committed themselves to combating terrorism by
taking effective steps for its “complete elimina-
tion.” Addressing a joint press conference, Pak-
istan’s interior secretary Syed Kamal Shah and his
India counterpart V.K. Duggal, said that the two
countries would provide immediate notification of
the arrests made by either side and give consular
access to all persons within three months of their
being taken into custody as agreed by the Foreign
Secretaries in December 2004.

India’s home secretary Duggal read out from the
seven-point joint statement that the two countries
have also agreed that prisoners would be released
by New Delhi and Islamabad immediately on com-
pletion of their sentence and nationality verifica-
tion. According to Indian official position, some
600 civilian prisoners and fishermen were lodged
in each other’sjails. “We have also agreed to re-
lease on September 12, 2005, all fishermen and
civilian prisoners who have completed their sen-

. and could turn the dialogue table a stage of allega-

tions and counter allegations.

At the end of the talks when the belated joint
statement was issued, neither India nor Pak-
istan mentioned about their wanted persons. In-
dian home secretary VK. Duggal refused to
take questions from the media after reading out
the statement.

The joint statement, which was delayed by over
four hours, said India’s Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) and Pakistan’s Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA)would cooperate in the fight against
terrorism. It hasbeen decided that experts from
the two agencies would meet at mutually conve-
nient dates to work out modalities on areas they

_couldwork onjointly.

The home secretary level talks in New Dethi -

" have concluded ahead of a meeting between the

foreign secretaries of India and Pakistan in Istam-
abad September 1. The foreign secretaries of India
and Pakistan are expected to confirm a meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Pres-
ident Pervez Musharrafon the sidelines of the UN
summit next month.

FAIZUL HAQUE

Indian stubbornness
may derail talks

ISLAMABAD: As top Pakistani and Indian
diplomats review progress on the nearly two-year
long peace process in their talks on September 1

. and 2, officials here fear that Indian refusalto hold

meaningful talks on Kashmir could lead to collapse
of formal negotiations between the two foreign

. ministries.

The South Asian nuclear rivals have been sttiv-
ing for the last couple of months to devise a mutu-
ally acceptable strategy for the resolution of Kash-

* mir issue through informal channels along with the

ongoing formal talks. Officials working on the
front of secret diplomacy have made several meet-
ings during this period but no progress was
achieved, said diplomatic sources here, adding that
deadlock continues to persiston Kashmir with

Pakistan constantly demanding Indian troops’ re-

duction whereas India asking for complete halt to

" the so-called LoCinfiltration.

After the failure of secret diplomacy, the two
foreign secretaries, Riaz Muhammad Khan
and Shyam Saran, would endeavor to break the
stalemate in their talks on September 1 and 2,

-but the sources said no breakthrough was ex-

pectedevenat the higher diplomatic level as far
‘as Kashmir was concerned. In case the top
diplomats failed thé core issue

tence and whose national status At the end ofthe would be referred to top political
ol e gl whenthe  SSrhbe roneional
and forthright”. belated joint. talksleading to the mutually ac-
hvecommitedthemehesto. SLACIENtWAS - SPCE R vould i
combat terrorism and re-empha- issued, neither ~ cussKashmir and its relevant
forcomplreclmmrionoftss  LNGi8 10T Pakistan e resdelnes
menace”. Apart from the issue of mentioned about of UN General Assembly meeting
release of prisoners and fishermen their wanted in New York in September. Apart
it b MASPe persons.Indian Ty el i
check drug trafficking, home secy VK. tober 4 and hence the talks on core
| Ovencsteimatiee  Duggal refused o Suevdbesiteion o
and fishermen have come as a face take queStionS The sources said Pakistani offi-
e neullepon,  Atterreadingout - Ser Ao HTE e
deadlock. Sources said that when the statement shipin Islamabad that India was

India has presented list of its
wanted persons allegedly harboured in Pakistan, it
had become extremely difficult to make any for-
ward movement during the talks. Pakistan has also
presented its own list of wanted persons allegedly
taken shelter in India. Interestingly, the second day
of the talks on Tuesday, the matter did not come up
for deliberations as the two sides, understood to
have, realized that it could cause more heart burns

dragging its feet on the Kashmir
question and it was unwilling to disturb a status
quo. They said the upcoming foreign secretaries’
talks had assumed great significance keeping in
view the current stalemate over Kashmir and it
would be the result of the negotiations between
the top diplomats that would decide the fate of

formal talks.
SHAIQM
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> Peace talks to
c\aesume today

AD, Aug. 31. — India and -Pakistan will
review the progress of the second round of the compos-
ite dialogue process and chalk out the future course of
the peace manoeuvres during the two-day foreign secre-
tary-level talks beginning here tomorrow. .

-Ahead of 'a meeting between Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh and President Pervez Musharraf in New
York, foreign secretary Mr Shyam Saran and his Pakistani
counterpart Mr Riaz Mohammad Khan will review the
progress made on the eight issues, including Kashmir,
mentioned in the composite dialogue framework. The two
sides may also consider a changed format to carry for-
ward the process to address all outstanding issues.

Asserting that there has.been “noticeable progress” in
some of the issues discussed under the composite dia-
logue framework, Mr Saran had yesterday said in Delhi
that “perhaps the composite dialogue will still need to be
carried on in future as well, but perhaps, in a somewhat
changed format”. Besides reviewing the progress made
on key issues like Kashmir, peace and security, CBMs,

i Siachen and Sir Creek, they will also take stock of the

relationship and outline the course to move forward the
dialogue process. They were also expected to prepare
the agenda and groundwork for' the Manmohan-
Musharraf meeting on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly annual sessiori in New York next month,

Officials from both the countrigs admit that the sec-
ond round of the dialogue process, unlike the first, made
significant strides, especially on Kashmir. The meeting
comes close on the heels of a decision made by the home
secretaries of both countries to release all fishermen and
civilian prisoners who have completed their sentence.

The second round of dialogue would formally end after -
talks between foreign minister Mr Natwar Singh and his
Pakistani counterpart Mr Khurshid M Kasuri, scheduled .
for 3 October here. Under the terms of the process, the
talks would be reviewed both by the foreign secretaries
and the foreign ministers. The secretaries would decide
whether to take the dialogue process to the third round
or reactivate the ]omt ministerial commission. — PTI,
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. Diplomats ,
meet Sarabjl
W in Pak Jall

Islamabad: Sarabjit Slngh
facing death sentence in
Pakistan, on Tuesday gave
his personal details, circum-
stances under which he was
arrested, tried and convict-
ed to two Indian high com-
mission officials who met
him at the high-security Kot
Lakhpath jail near Lahore.

Forty-one-year-old Sarab-
jit, who Pakistan claims is
an alleged Indian spy Man-
jit Singh and blames him for
the 1990 blasts in Lahore
and Multan, is in good hea-
1th and gave details of his
parents, children and other
members of his family dur-
ing an hour-long meeting
with Deepak Kaul, consular
visa, and attache visa S C
Sharma. His death sentence
was upheld by Pakistan
supreme court recently.

“We had an hour-long
meeting with Sarabjit dur-
ing which he gave us a num-
ber of his personal details as
well as his side of the story”,
Kaul said after the meeting.
He also gave a message to be
sent to his family, which
Kaul declined to reveal.

Sarabjit, whose family
members in Punjab have
threatened to Kkill them-
selves if Pakistan carried
out the death sentence, gave
details of the circumstances
under which he was caught,
tried and convicted, Kaul
said.

The tall, lanky rural man
appeared very intelligent
and fairly knowledgeable
and spoke both English and
Hindi well, he said. About
the confusion over his name
and identity, Kaul said he

P

Deepak Kaul briefs media
after meeting Sarabjit Singh

identified himself as Sarab-
jit Singh and not Manjit
Singh as claimed by Pak-
istan.

During the meeting,
Sarabjit was photographed
to enable his family to iden-
tify him back home. The de-
tails would be sent to India
for verification after which
his national status will be es-
tablished before futher ac-
tion is taken, Kaul said. In-
dia has also sought consular
access for 65 other Indian
prisoners languishing in
Pakistani jails.

India was granted con-
sular access to Sarabjit after
it made a second request fol-
lowing Pakistan SC verdict
on August 18 upholding the
death sentence given to him

by lower courts. Pakistan™

claims he was given a fair
trial as Sarabjit was defend-
ed by a lawyer engaged by a
Canadian human rights
Eroup. Agencies

®
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India, Pakistan move forward
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Some civilian prisoners are to be released; CBI, FIA to tooperate

Amit Baruah I 9 \

NEW DELHI: In the first public si
of cooperation between the in-
vestigative agencies, experts
from the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) and the Pakis-
tani  Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) will meet “in the
near future” to discuss issues of
mutual interest. This was an-
nounced by senior Indian and
Pakistani officials on Tuesday.

A joint press statement issued
after two days of talks between
Union Home Secretary V.K.
Duggal and Pakistan’s Interior
Secretary Syed Kamal Shah said
all civilian prisoners in Indian
and Pakistani jails — who had
completed their sentences and
whose nationality had been con-
firmed — twould be released on
September12.

“The talks were held in a
friendly and cordial atmosphere
and the deliberations were frank
and forthright. Both sides reit-

(l o Talks between Home,

Secretaries were “frank
and forthright"

o Investigative agencies to
collaborate in criminal
cases

e MoU between narcotics
control agencies soon

erated their commitment to
combat terrorism and re-em-
phasised the need for effective
steps for the complete elimina-
tion of this menace,” the state-
ment said.

positive even as they dis-
cussed difficult questions that
had divided them in the past.

On collaboration between the
investigative agencies, the joint
statement read: “Both sides un-
derlined the need for coopera-
tion between the Central Bureau
of Investigation and the Federal

HENE S
! K/;"‘{l{' o

Investigation Agency and agreed
that experts from both sides
would meet at mutually conve-
nient dates in the near future, to
work out modalities for the im-
plementation’ of arrangement
for cooperation between the two
agencies agreed earlier.”

Asked what the “earlier ar-
rangement” was, senior officials
said the CBI and FIA could now
seek each other’s help in crimi-
nal cases on the basis of a prior
arrangement.

Such arrangements, they said,
were internationally accepted.
The CBI and FIA would now as-
sist each other in case of a re-
quest made by either side.

The Home Secretaries agreed
to “implement the decisions”
taken by the Foreign Secretaries
in December 2004. They reiter-
ated their commitment to pro-
vide immediate notification of
arrests made by either side, pro-
vide consular access to all per-
sons within three months of

arrest and release prisoners im-
mediately after the completion
of the sentence and verification
of the nationality.

A memorandum of under-
standing between the narcotics
control agencies of the two
countries would be finalised and
signed shortly.

Mr. Duggal told reporters that
“utmost understanding” had
been shown by the two sides to
each other's concerns. The
agreement was a “fairly substan-
tial move forward,” an achieve-
ment in itself,

“All other related issues per-
taining to terrorism were also
discussed,” he said, and added
that Mr. Shah had promised to
look into India’s concerns once
he returned to Islamabad.

Mr. Shah said: “We are hope-
ful that, as agreed between us,
this process of composite dia-
logue would continue further
and each time we meet, we make
asincere effort to move further.”
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S the movement
seeking the release
of Sarabjit Singh

gained momentum, Pak-
istan told India on Saturday
that it was ready to discuss
the issue of prisoners lan-
guishing in the jails of the
two countries. This an-
nouncement comes before
the two-day home secre-
tary-level talks which begin
on Monday.

Arriving in the capital for
talks with his Indian coun-
terpart VK Duggal on issues
of terrorism and drug traf-
ficking, Pakistan’s interior
secretary Syed Kamal Shah
said he had come with a
“very positive mind”. How-
ever he remained evasive on

whether Singh'sissue would
be discussed.

“Usually the agenda (of
Indo-Pak home secretary-
level talks) is terrorism and
drug trafficking, but this time
we have requested that we

would like to discuss the is-
sue of prisoners held in both
the countries,” Mr Shah told
reporters.

Asked whether the case of
Sarabjit Singh — sentenced
to death for his alleged in-

volvement in the 1990
bomb blasts in Lahore and
Multan — would figure in
the discussions, he said: “Let
us see”.

Mr Shah, who is heading
an 11-member delegation,
said: “We hope and we are
confident that it will be a
positive meeting. It will be
useful to both the countries
and their people.”

Two rounds of talks have
already been held during
which India has been press-
ing Pakistan to dismantle the
terror infrastructure on its
territory and fulfil the prom-
ise made by its President Per-
vez Musharraf on January 6,
2004 in a joint statement. A
joint statement is likely to be
issued at the end of the talks
onTuesday.

— PTI




. Delhi notices.:
0 6 ’
~ talks ‘progress’.s

.NEW DELHI, Aug. 26. — Ahead of the
Indo-Pak foreign secretary-level talks,
India today said that there has been
“noticeable progress” in the composite
dialogue process-and it will need to be
carried forward to address specific impor-
tant issues.
Foreign secretary, Mr Shyam Saran,
who will be undertaking a three-day visit
. to Pakistan from 31 August for talks with
his counterpart, ‘Mr Riaz Muhammad
- Khan on the composite dialogue process,
said it has been “quite useful” and that
“there has been noticeable progress” in
some areas. Asked about reports in
Pakistani media that further talks could

be held under the aegis of a Indo-Pak
joint commission, Mr Saran said the man-.

date of any such body would have to be
discussed. He noted that the joint com-
mission in the 1980s related to economic
and trade issues, as also on promoting
people-to-people contacts.

... and Pak hand in Afghanistan

Ahead of Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh’s visit to Kabul on Sunday, India

today offered full support to Afghan'istan,
including strengthening its security capa-

- bilities, to effectively deal with the

“newly-emerging threat” from Taliban
operating from Pakistan.

It would also undertake developmental
projects worth 50 million US dellars in
the war-ravaged country. ' ‘

Foreign secretary, Mr Shyam Saran
told reporters here that New Delhi was
also keen to develop trade and expand
reconstruction works in the country but
these efforts were being hampered by the
denial of transit facility by Pakistan,

“We want Afghanistan to emerge as a
democratic, independent, sovereign
country, in full mastéry of its own des-
tiny.... It is in.our interest to ensure that

‘Afghanistan does not become a kind of a

centre of extremism or terrorism once
again. Anything that threatens
Afghanistan’s stability is a matter of con-
cern for us,” he said. ' ‘
Stability of Afghanistan continues to be
threatened by the activities of “remnant
Taliban” operating from Pakistan and
added that India was ready to expand sup-
port in the area of security if Kabul sought
it. Citing some recent incidents, Mr Saran -
said, “insurgents are coming in from
Pakistan and indulging in violent acts.
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“Pak examines access to  Sarabjit

Statesman News Service & PTI

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI, Aug.
24. — Islamabad today informed
New Delhi that its request for con-
sular access to Sarabjit Singh, sen-
tenced to death for his alleged in-
volvement in bomb blasts in Pak-
istan, was being considered. The
news came even as senior Pakistan
ninisters debated if President
General Pervez Musharraf was
authorised to pardon the suspect.
Pakistan foreign secretary Mr
Riaz Md Khan told Indian High
Commissioner Mr Shivshankar Me-
non that India’s request was being
studied, the forcign ministry
spokesman said in New Delhi.
Pakistan foreign minister Mr
Khurshid M _Kasuri said the Indian

reqw been referred to the

Ho mﬁltr ion: Pervez

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 24. — Asserting that
there was no infiltration into J&K from the
Pakistani side, President Pervez Mush-,
arraf has said he wouid take up-the Indian

charge.in this regard with Dr Manmohan , # law, Sarabjit could be pardoned only

Singh during their meeting in New York
next month when Kashmir would be the
“central point” of talks. — PT!

interior ministry and a decision on it
would be taken soon. He added that
Pakistan and India should accord a
more humane treatment to prison-
ers from each other’s side.

The Indian High Commission
sought consular access to establish
Sarabjit’s identity before trying to
get him out. The request for access,
the second in the past 15 years since
Sarabjit’s arrest, has not been acced-
ed to so far. “Despite repeated

pts we ﬁave not been able to |
meet him or any of the 107 other
prisoners convicted in Pakistan,” an
Indian official in Islamabad said.
Pakistan information minister
Sheikh Rashid said, under Islamic

by the blast victims’ relatives and
even “the President cannot pardon
the accused”.

Sarabjit’s Lahore-based lawyer
said he would file a review petition
in the Supreme Court.

The family of Sarabjit and some
locals today took out a peace march
along the Indo-Pak border at Khaira
near Amritsar to appeal for his
release. “We appeal to President
Musharraf to free Sarabjit and to
reverse the death sentence.”
Sarabjit’s wife, Mrs Sukhpreet Kaur,
who accompanied the marchers, told
reporters.




7 A
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: Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Aug. 23. -
India today sought from
Pakistan consular access to
Sarabjit Singh, semtenced
to death for his alleged
involvement  in  bomb
blasts, as the Prime Minis-
ter said he would take up
the case with President
Pervez Musharraf.

Dr Manmohan Singh
gave the assurance to a del-
egation of Congress MPs
and MLAs from Punjab.

Sarabjit. who the Pak-
istan government claims is
Manjit Singh, a RAW
agent, was given death sen-
tence for allegedly being
involved in four bomb
blasts in that country.

Following the Pakistan
Supreme Court’s verdict
upholding this judgment
by an anti-terrorist court.
Sarabjit’s family members
have intensified their cam-
paign to secure his release.
even threatening to com-
mit suicide if they failed.

Terming it as a humani-
tarian issue, the external
affairs minister, Mr K
Natwar Singh, said: “We
will take up the issue with
the government of Pa-
kistan”.

“Our High Commission
in Islamabad has taken up

ANK

THE S

No mistaken
identity: Kasvri

NEW DELHI, Aug. 23. —
Virtually ruling out that
Sarabijit's was a case of
mistaken identity, Pakistan's
foreign minister, Mr Khurshivd
M Kasuri, told a TV news
channel tonight that the
matter was in court for 15
years but this issue had neit
been raised by his lawyer;
Askéd whether Sarabjit Would
get clemency and live, Mir
Kasuri said: “Frankly, when an
appeal of clemency is made
to the President, only then we
would know™.

Pakistan tonight said it had
received the indian recjuest
seeking consular access to
Sarabjit and was processing
it. The Indian High
Commission here had sought
consular access. — PTI

the matter and. sought
consular access.” the for-
eign office spok¢'sman, Mr
Navtej Sarna, saiid.

Sarabjit’s siste:r Ms Dal-
bir Kaur met the external
affairs minister, Mr Nat-
war Singh, wurging him to
take up the rnatter with
the Pakistan government.
Denying that Sarabjit was
a RAW agent, Ms Kaur
said it was a case of mis-
taken identity.

FATESHAN

%
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arabjit’s family looks
1eavenwards for help

Sarabijit Singh’s daughter Swapandeep shows his at their Bhikhiwind residence on Monday

By Yudhvir Rana
Times NEws NETWORK

Bhikhiwind (Amritsar): When
all hopes are dashed, god is the
only hope left. This is what
the family of Sarabjit Singh,
who has been awarded death sen-
tence in Pakistan on charges of
spying, feels.

Early on Monday, the family
and friends of Sarabjit walked to
Gurudwara Shaheed Baba Deep
Singh to pray for his release.
“Only Gurughar (house of the
Guru) can save him now,”
said Sarabjit’s sister Dalbir
Kaur, who claimed that her
brother had wrongly been identi-
fied as Manyjit.

On Monday, they sought the
help of all the authorities they
hoped could help Sarabjit escape
execution: The Presidents of In-
dia and Pakistan A P J Abdul
Kalam and Pervez Musharraf re-
spectively, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and MPs Navjot Sid-
hu and Avinash Rai Khanna.
Threatening to commit mass sui-
cide if the execution was not

stopped, Dalbir warned: “Both

Delhi and Islamabad should know
that Sarabjit will not be the only
one who will be hanged. We have
prepared five nooses at home, and
we will commit mass suicide.”

The fact that the issue was
raised in parliament has given
them some hope. Cutting across
party lines, Parliament on Mon-
day expressed concern at the
death sentence awarded to Sarab-
jit. Articulating these concerns,
Rajya Sabha chairman Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat and Lok Sabha
Speaker Somnath Chatterjee di-
rected the government
to furnish details of Indians de-
tained in Pakistani jails. Minister
of state for personnel Suresh
Pachauri said in the Upper House
that he would convey the mem-
bers’ sentiments to external af-
fairs minister Natwar Singh.

The government is yet to make

a formal statement in the case.
Dalbir said she has written to
President A P J Kalam as well as
to his Pakistan counterpart Per-
vez Musharraf to intervene in the
matter. “He is not Manjit Singh,
he is not a RAW agent. The entire
village knows he is Sarabjit
Singh. The two presidents must
stop the injustice being done in
the name of law,” she said.

She now plans to visit Delhi to
meet Kalam.

Dalbir, a local BJP office-bear-
er, had been knocking on the
doors of the authorities since Au-
gust 1990, when Sarabjit went
missing. But no administration

Pak SC cool to
indian request

Islamabad: Pakistan
supreme court, which has up-
held the death sentence
awarded to Manjeet Singh
alias Surjeet Singh for al-
legedly spying for India, has
so far not responded to an In-
dian request for consular ac-
cess to him. Indian officials
here said a request for provid-
ing consular access to meet
Singh and other convicted In-
dians in Pakistani jails had
been made by the Indian high
commission well before the
apex court gave the judge-
ment last week.

Meanwhile, Pakistan for-
eign spokesman Naeem Khan
told reporters here that he
was not aware of Islamabad
receiving any mercy appeal
directed to President Pervez
Musharraf from Singh’s fam-
ily in India. Affirming it to be
a case of mistaken identity,
Singh’s family has decided to
submit a mercy petition to
Musharraf. T & agencies

official has approached them so
far, she laments.

She said Sheetal Das Kaler, co-
ordinator of the South Asia Hu-
man Rights Group, Canada, had
watched a news item on TV after
which Canadian activists sent a
representative and collected from
the family several documents like
driving licence, voter’s list, ration
card, school certificate and certi-
fied identification papers from
the village sarpanch.

Kaler had also assured the fam-
ily that he and some Canadian
MPs would visit Pakistan to pur-
sue the case.

They have held meetings in
Canada and are also in touch with
the Sarabjit’s counsel in Pak-
istan, Rana Abdul Hameed and
other officials, Dalbir said.

Satnam Singh, a friend of the
accused, said Sarabjit was fond of
body building and was an expert
driver. But he had a drinking
problem. At the time of his disap-
pearance, Sarabjit was working
on the fields of sarpanch Suchcha
Singh, situated close to the bor-
der. Satnam Singh said Sarabjit
probably strayed into Pakistani
territory in an inebriated condi-
tion on August 28, 1990.

“He is Sarabjit Singh, son of
Sulakhan Singh. Not Manjit
Singh, son of Mehanga Singh (as
claimed by Pakistan). The family
has all the proof,” he added.

The long struggle for Sarabjit’s
release has taken its toll on the
family. Dalbir’s husband Baldev
Singh has sold about 45 bighas of
land in Uttaranchal and UP over
the last 15 years and is now left
with just 30 bighas.

Now a property dealer in
Bhikhiwind, Baldev said Dalbir,
Sarabjit’s wife Sukhpreet and
daughters Sapandeep and Poon-
am all do embroidery work on
shawls to make a living.

Sarabjit’'s father Sulakhan
Singh retired as a driver in UP
Roadways in 1986 and didn’t own
any land.



" PM to talk to
Musharraf to
save Sarabjit

Dalbir Kaur

New Delhi: As the family of
Sarabjit Singh, who faces the
death row in Pakistan,
stepped up the campaign to
secure his release, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
on Tuesday gave an assur-
ance that he will take up the
case with President Pervez
Musharraf. Singh gave the
assurance to a delegation of
Congress MPs and MLAs
from Punjab who urged him
to take up the issue with
Musharraf.

“The PM assured us that
he will speak to Pakistan
President Musharraf on the
issue and that the govern-
ment will do all it can to save
the life of Indian national
Sarabjit Singh”, Punjab PCC
chief Shamsher Singh Dullo
told reporters here after the
meeting. “We urged the
Prime Minister to do every-
thing possible to save an in-
nocent man. Why should he
be punished for mistaken
identity”’, Dullo said.

Stepping up the campaign
for his release, Sarabjit’s sis-
ter Dalbir Kaur met external
affairs minister Natwar
Singh and asked him to take
up the matter with the Pak-
istan government urgently,

Denying that Sarabjit was
a RAW agent as claimed by
Pakistan, she said it was a
case of mistaken identity
and the government should
send evidence to Musharraf
to prove his innocence. Sara-
bjit, whom the Pakistan gov-
ernment claims is Manjit
Singh, a RAW agent, was giv-
en death sentence for alleg-
edly being involved in four
bomb blasts in that country,

“It is a case of mistaken
identity. The case is against
some Manjit Singh. My
brother is innocent and I
want the government to talk
to Musharraf to save him”,
Dalbir, who has come to Del-
hi along with her husband
Baldev Singh from Amritsar,
said. Agencies

Viwe S O INDYA
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Mercy plea to Musharraf for death:row ‘ngW agent’ as governments dither

pin hopes
on Pervez

GAJINDER SINGH

Chandigarh, Aug. 22: The
ropes are ready. If President
Pervez Musharraf does not
grant death-row Sarabjit
Singh his life, his family of
five will hang themselves.

“T will first take care of the
others and then kill myseif. It
is better for all of us to die
once and for all than to live
death each day. Sadda rab hun
sirf Musharraf hain (Our God
is only Musharraf now),”
cried Sarabjit’s sister Dalbir
over phone from Bhikiwind,
not very far from Amritsar.

Sarabjit was suspected to
be a RAW agent and sentenced

to death in October 1990 by a
Pakistani anti-terror court for
involvement in a series of
blasts. Last week, Pakistan’s

R
Musharraf; Last resort

Supreme Court upheld the
sentence,

“We have no hope other
than to seek clemency from
Musharraf. It iis only he who
can save him, We wrote to him
on Saturday. We wrote asking
him to think about his daugh-
ters. We wrote to him to stop
an innocent man from goingto
the gallows,” Dalbir said.

“We wrote to him for jus-
tice to halt the hanging of a
person who had crossed the
border on the Khem Karan
Khalra side on August 25, 1990,
in an inebriated state and was
implicated in a false case.”

According to Dalbir, her
entire family — her brother’s
wife Sukhpreet, daughters
Swapandweep and Poonam as
well as her husband and her-
self — had decided to hang
themselves the moment they
heard last week that Sarabjit’s
sentence had been upheld.

She said her family did not
have much faith in either the

Punjab or the Indian govern-
ment as peither had lent them

an ear for the past 15 years.
Sarabjit was never a RAW
agent, she said.

“The government did noth-
ing all these years. Nobody ca-
me to our rescue. We were pu-
shed aside whenever we went
to the Wagah border post seek-
ing information about him,”
she said.

“It is only Musharraf who
can be God for us. He should
realise how the gesture will
help ties between India and
Pakistan.”

Sukhpreet said the family
had furnished proof that
Sarabjit was being hanged due
to a mistaken identity His
birth certificate, voter ID and
ration card had been handed
to Pakistan rights activist
Asma Jehangir, she said.

“He was Sarabjit Singh
and never Manjeet Singh.
They (the documents) were
submitted to the Pakistani au-
thorities. But he was still tried
and punished as Manjeet
Singh,” she said.

The South Asia Human
Rights Group in Canada will
be delivering the letter Sarab-
jit’s family has written to
Musharraf.

“If President Musharraf
cannot overrule the death sen-
tence, he can surely grant
clemency. He will be saving
five more lives,” Dalbir said.

Lodged in Kot Lakhpat Rai
jail since 1990, Sarabjit’s only
communication with his fami-
1y has been through letters he
writes to his sister.

“In one of his letters, he
mentioned his death and
doubted if he would ever be
able to enjoy freedom. We will
be with him if he dies,” Sukh-
preet said, her voice choking.

The Punjab government
today issued a communiqué
saying it had taken “serious
note” of Sarabjit’s sentence
and appealed to the Centre to
intervene through diplomatic
channels for his release.

A Punjab government offi-
cial said there was little India
could do to save Sarabjit.

“It is a tricky situation. If
we seek his pardon, Pakistan
would seek a similar response
on terrorists operating in
Kashmir. Will the Centre ad-
here to the Pakistani request
then?” he asked.

File picture of Sukhpreet Kaur, wife of Manjeet
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Singh, with daughters Swapandweep (right) and Poonam (left) in Bhikiwind. (AFP)

India awaits nod to consular access

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Aug. 22: The In-
dian government is awaiting
the response of Islamabadtoa
request for consular access to
Manjeet Singh and other pris-
oners completing their terms
in Pakistan’s jails.

“We await the response on
our request that was made
much long go,” said an Indian
diplomat in Islamabad.

However, Pakistan foreign
ministry spokesperson Nae-
em Khan has said he is un-
aware of any formal exchange
between New Delhi and Islam-
abad on Manjeet.

Manjeet, suspected by the
Pakistan government to be a
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) agent, was convicted by
an anti-terror court.

The death sentence was
upheld by the Supreme Court

here. He was also convicted for
being involved in five bomb-
ings in Pakistan’s Punjab
province.

Spokesperson Khan today
said: “I have seen reports on
the issue but am not aware if
the Indian government has
formally approached Pakistan
or not.”

Appealing to Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and Pak-
istan’s President General Per-
vez Musharraf for clemency,
Manjeet’s family, including
sister Dalbir Kaur, claimed the
man’s actual name is Sarabjit
Singh and he is innocent.

In her appeal to Mushar-
raf, Kaur said her brother was
a “victim” of animosity be-
tween the two countries.

RAW sources also denied
that the man was an agent and
said he is actually Sarabjit Si-
ngh of Bhikiwind village, like

his family claims.

Naeem Khan, however,
confirmed that Pakistan is
only looking into a request by
Delhi seeking the release of
450 other Indians in different
Pakistani jails.

“We received the request
just recently,” he said, adding
that Pakistan also hopes India
will provide consular access to
its 222 nationals who are com-
pleting their terms in differ-
ent Indian jails.

A report, issued by the for-
eign office early this month
said there are about 611 Pak-
istani prisoners in India of
which 389 have already been
provided consular access. It
said the country’s interior
ministry has been able to con-
firm the identity of only 173
out of 389 prisoners.

Last December, the two na-
tions had reached an agree-

ment for the early release of
prisoners held by either side.

Centre to raise issue

The Centre today said it would
sound Pakistan on Sarabjit
Singh’s death sentence and try
to secure his release, reports
our special correspondent
from New Delhi.

Junior parliamentary af-
fairs minister Suresh Pachau-
ri said he would convey MPs’
strong emotional reactions to
foreign minister Natwar
Singh and request him to take
up the matter with Pakistan.

The assurance came after
S.S. Ahluwalia of the BJP
raised the matter in the Rajya
Sabha. Speaking emotionally
of Sarabjit’s family, he exhort-
ed members to lend full sup-
port to secure his release.

Sarabjit’s family has been
saying that he strayed across

the Line of Control under the
influence of liguor in August |
990. i

“This is a pure case of
mistaken identity which has |
been proved beyond point |
by the distressed family of
Sarabjit Singh. Recently, a film
Veer-Zaara was made on this
issue but it is now happening
inreallife. ‘

“We, through Parliament,
should demand not only
Sarabjit Singh’s release but
also the release of 550 Indians
who are languishing in Pak-
istani jails,” Ahluwalia said.

The motion found support
from members cutting across
party lines.

Rajya Sabha chairman
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat de-
manded that information on
the number of people lan-
guishing in Pakistani jails be
tabled in the House.
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Pervez puts J&K
before ex tremlsm

LONDON, Aug 13. —
Acknowledging India’s sincerity
in resolving the Kashmir prob-
lem, Pakistan President Mr
Pérvez Musharraf has said the
process should be expedited to
enable him to deal with extrem-
ism firmly.

“l see the sincerity of the
Indian leadership. But if we can
move faster towards a resolution
of Kashmir my hands will be
stronger to deal with extrem-
ism,” Musharraf said in an
interview to the ‘Daily
Telegraph’ published today. “I
have told the Indians we can
only control extremists to a
degree. But there will be
nowhere for the extremists to go
once there is a settlement on
Kashmir,” he said.

Answering a questlon on the
success he has achieved in deal-
ing with extremists, Musharraf
admitted that previously his
hands were tied, either because
of the 10-month-long con-
frontation with India in 2002
or the last general elections or
political insecurities at honie
and abroad. “The situation 'is
now far different from what I
faced before,” he said. “Now 1
am much stronger.” After last
month’s London bombings, he
said as many as 800 militants
were arrested and 1,400 for-
eign  students  attending
madrassas - Islamic schools - in
Pakistan were asked to leave the
country.

Mu%harruf said he has made it

A AUG 205 T

Gen. Musharraf

clear to the police and the con-
cerned ministries that the govern-
ment is serious about following a
crackdown on those banned
extremist groups who have re-
emerged under a new name, the
closure of all publications propa-~
gating “hate”, creating a new syl-
labus for the madrassas and their
reglstratlon by December.

Sustainable democracy
Asking Pakistanis to join hands

in defeating forces of nega-
tivism and establish a progres-

sive state, Paklstan Pre31dent Mr
Pervez  Musharraf  today
claimed the country was head--
ing towards “sustainable”
democracy under his rule.

“I appeal to every Pakistani to
come forward and join hands to
defeat the forces of obscuran-
tism and negativism, which
exist on the fringes of society.
Have pride in yourselves .as
Pakistanis. The country needs
you fo stand up and be count- .
ed,” he said in a message to the
nation on the eve of its 58th
Independence Day.

Musharraf said Pakistan has
been put on the path of sustain-
able democracy under his six-
year rule. “We have carried out
empowerment of the people at
the grassroots level, representa-
tion -of women at all tiers of
governance has been ensured,
rights of the minorities have not
only been protected but
through electoral reforms, they
have been brought to the main-
stream of national life,” he said.

The main focus of the gov-
ernment now is to accelerate
the transfer of economic bene-
fits to the people, he
said.“Pakistan’s economy has
emerged from a near stage of
insolvency in 1999 as one of
the most vibrant economies of
Asia. Reforms initiated in every
major field of endeavour have
yielded dividends, and as a
result of prudent policies,
Pakistan’s stature in both the
Ummah (Islamic) and the
comity of nations has risen sig-
nificantly,” he said.

-



- lndla, Pakistan agree
< to boost trade )¢

NEW DELH]I, Aug. 10. —
India and Pakistan have
decided to take further
ste > to boost trade, includ-
ing revising the air and
shipping services agree-
ments, discussing lowering
. of Customs and non-tariff
~ barriers, expediting open-
ing ‘of bank branches and
establishing a fibre optic
network between Amiritsar
and Lahore.
. A joint statement
released today at the end
of the two-day talks on
economic and commercial
cooperation that took
place under the frame-
work of the Composite
Dialogue, said that the two
sides recognised the scope
for further increase in
bilateral trade and dis-
cussed further measures to
enhance mutually benefi-
cial economic and com-
mercial cooperation.
Economic co-operation
could only be effective
through good trade link-

Indian and Pakistani officials discuss the nitti-gritties of the
confidence-building measures in New Deihi. — AFP

ages, therefore the air and

shipping services agree-
ment will be revised.

The 1975 Shipping proto-
col will be reviewed in a
bilateral - meeting
month in Pakistan. Simi-
larly, the existing Air Servi-
ces Agreement will also be
examined in Aeronautical
talks in September.

The participants also
decided the sub-groups on
non-tariff barriers and
trade facilitation would be
held before the second
meeting of the Joint Study
Group, which will be con-

e

next

vened soon in Islamabad.
The sub-groups will for-
mulate recommendations
for the JSG.

Besides, the two neigh-
bours “agreed that requests
for opening of bank
branches in both the coun-
tries would be processed
expeditiously to facilitate
bilateral trade relations”.
This is a follow-up to the
decision taken to open
branches of schedule banks
in each other’s country dur-
ing the visit of the Pakistani
Prime Minister to India in
November 2004.

—



NEW DELHI, Aug 9.- India
today suggested opening of the
Wagah-Attari land route bor-
dering Pakistan on a permanent
basis to allow a larger number
of commodities for trade.

. “The Wagah-Attari LCS was
notified by India in 1994 on the
permanent basis for movement
of goods by road and rail. We

hope that Pakistan-would con=

sider opening of the same on
permanent basis for a larger
number of commodities,” Com-
merce secretary Mr SN Menon
told a delegation from Pakistan
led by his Pakistan counterpart,
Syed Asif Shah. “This has the
potential for the creation of jobs
by increasing ancillary activities
along these routes.”

P AR AT AV /LN ) al,\/lJD YYilivie Yvau
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The two day parleys on eco-
nomic and commercial coopera-
tion, which was part of the ongo-
ing  Composite  Dialogue
between the two countries, saw
both sides deliberating on issues
of mutual importance, including
civil aviation, shipping, banking
and petroleum and natural gas
and a roadmap for the Joint
Study Group (JSG).

The decision to constitute the
JSG at Commerce Secretary

level was taken “at”a bilateral

meeting between commerce and
industry minister, Mr Kamal
Nath, and his counterpart, Mr
Humayun Akhtar Khan, at
Islamabad in November 2004.
The exchange of technology
and skills between the two coun-
tries would help enhance the
quality of goods at relatively
cheapér prices, Mr Menon said.

Wagah

AL St - -

_nd

Pakistan’s ¢ommerce secre-
tary noted that the two coun-
tries had initiated a process of
de-escalating tension with a
view to normalising bilateral
relations and stressed that the
Composite Dialogue of which

‘the talks on economic and com-

mercial Cogperation were an
integral part, was an important
step in this direction.

Mr Shah said Pakistan had
been exploring ways to increase
its trade with India, as-this-
would be beneficial for both
countries. In recent weeks, he
said, Pakistan took the impor-
tant decision to allow the im-
port of onions, potatoes, toma-
toes, garlic, live animals and
halal meat from India via the
land route of Wagah, which was

followed by. the inclusion of

—

vaccines and medicines.
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Sandeep Dikshit no- ‘

NEW DELHI: India and Pakistan on
Monday agreed not to build any
new military posts along the
border, and hold flag meetings

between formation command-

ers at four points on the line of
control (LoC) as part of conven-
tional confidence-building mea-
sures (CBMs).

The two sides also agreed to
upgrade the existing hotline be-
tween the two Director Generals
of Military Operations (DGMOs)
by the end of next month, imple-
ment the 1991 agreement on air-
space violations in letter and
spirit, speedy return of inadver-
tent line-crossers, uphold the
ongoing ceasefire and period-
ically review the existing CBMs.

This was the second round of
the expert-level talks as part of
the composite dialogue process.
On Saturday, the two sides
agreed on some nuclear CBMs,
including agreeing to notify each

other about ballistﬂ Nmlssile
tests in a pre-determined format
and operationalising a hotline
between Foreign Secretaries
from next month.

The only existing formal nu-
clear CBM between India and
Pakistan — agreed 20 years back
— was the annual exchange of a
list of nuclear facilities. There
were two conventional CBMs —
prior notification of Army exer-
cises of a certain size near the
border and a commitment by the
two air forces not to violate each
other’s airspace.

Now, not only will both coun-
tries refrain from building new
posts, they would not undertake
defence works such as strength-
ening of bunkers. The Pakistan
side mooted this proposal. The
four sectors on the LoC where
local commanders will hold
meetings are Kargil (Olding in
Pakistan), Uri (Chakothi),
Naushera (Sadabad) and Jammu
(Sialkot). Pakistan had also sug-

gested the idea of upgrading the
DGMO hotline and implementa-
tion of Article 2 of the '91 pacton
not violating airspace.

On the return of inadvertent
line-crossers, it was agreed to
work out a comprehensive
framework to that end. It is not
that the soldiers on both sides
are hostile due to the absence of
such a pact. India recently re-
patriated a 45-year-old man who
had crossed over and was found
loitering near an Army post in
Mendhar recently. Indian sol-
diers had also helped locate the
body of a Pakistani soldier who
had slipped and fallen to his
death near the heights of the Sia-
chen glacier.

However, Pakistan did not
agree to Indian proposals to step
up contacts between the two ar-
mies and strategic institutions
in order to “reduce tensions and
avoid misconceptions.” These
include exchanges between the
defence training establish-

India, Pak not to build new border posts

Also agree to upgrade hotline between DGMOs by next month-end

ments, more sporting and cul-
tural contacts between military
representatives and joint semi-
nars by strategic institutes. “It is
a matter of deep regret that Pa-
kistan did not agree to these pro-
posals but the idea was to hone
down the CBMs offered by both
sides to what could be agreed to
at the moment,” said the For-
eign Office spokesperson.

Pakistan wanted the imple-
mentation of these measures to
be tied to paring down of the
Indian military, which currently
enjoys numerical superiority.
Responding to this demand, the
spokesperson said “as far as In-
dia is concerned the quantity
[number of troops] is governed
by its security objectives.” How-
ever, the spokesperson was un-
able to throw light on whether
the bar on development works
along the border also meant that
repairs to the border fence
would also cease.

‘»
N

Pakistan rejects allegations of cross-border infiltration

“India-is creating a bogey of infiltration to deploy more troops in J&K"

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: The Commerce Sec-
retaries of India and Pakistan
will begin a two-day meeting on
Tuesday to discuss proposals for
expanding economic and trade
cooperation.

Pakistan  Foreign  Office
spokesman Naeem Khan told
mediapersons that the discus-
sions would focus on transporta-
tion services. Pakistan would go
into the talks with an open, con-
structive and positive mind, and
he hoped India would bring

about some “improvements” in
its trade regime to facilitate Pa-
kistani products into its market.

Pakistan was looking forward
to Indian proposals to rectify the
trade imbalance and would pro-
pose a meeting of the Joint
Working Group.

Positive talks

Mr. Khan described the just-
concluded talks on nuclear con-
fidence-building measures
(CBMs) as positive and said both
sides showed flexibility. The
measures agreed to would bring

about strategic stability.

Asked if the recent allegations
and counter-allegations would
have any impact on the peace
process, Mr. Khan replied in the
negative. He referred to the cor-
dial atmosphere during the talks
on nuclear and conventional
CBMs and recalled a recent tele-
phonic conversation between
Pakistan  President Pervez
Musharraf and the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, in which
they agreed on the need to avoid
negative statements.

Rejecting India’s allegations

of “cross border infiltration,”
Mr. Khan described it as an at-
tempt by New Delhi to deploy
additional troops in Kashmir.
“India is basically creating a bo-
gey of infiltration to deploy more
troops in occupied Kashmir.”
While some reports from India
suggested that “infiltration” in
Kashmir had gone down, others
talked of an “upsurge in terrorist
incidents.” He asserted that Pa-
kistan’s commitment to coun-
ter-terrorism was complete and
unquestionable.

Mr. Khan claimed that human

rights violations in Kashmir
have gone up during the past few
days and called for an “improve-
ment” in the situation there.

To another question, he said
Pakistan and Britain would soon
sign a treaty providing for the
extradition of criminals.“The
extradition treaty will be ready
for signing as soon as the two
countries finalise procedural
formalities.” Pakistan had also
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the UK to regu-
late visas for Pakistanis wishing
to travel to that country.



India, Pak firm on ceq

Statesman N’_‘gws Service
-~ .

NEW DELHI, Aug. 8 — India
and Pakistan today agreed to con-
tinue the ceasefire and not build
any new posts and defence works
along the Line of Control, as well
as implement a 14-year-old agree-
ment on air space violations “in
letter and spirit”.

This was among the seven con-
fidence  building  measures
(CBMs) decided on in the second
round of expert level talks bet-
ween India and Pakistan held
here today. The Indian side to the
second round was led by the joint
secretary, ministry of external
affairs, Mr Dilip Sinha, and the
Pakistani delegation was headed
by additional secretary, ministry
of foreign affairs, Mr Tarig Os-
man Hyder. A joint statement
released at the end of the talks
read that the two sides “reaf-

firmed their commitment to
uphold the ongoing ceasefire”.
They have also agreed on Pak-
istan’s proposal to not build any
new posts and defence works
along the LoC. The issue of peo-
ple accidentally crossing the LoC
featured in the talks. The two
sides agreed on the “speedy ret-
urn of inadvertent Line crossers,
and to work out a comprehensive
framework to that end”.

There will also be monthly flag
meetings between local comman-
ders at four sectors, Kargil-
Olding, Uri-Chakothi, Naushera-
Sadabad and Jammu-Sialkot. It
was decided to implement the
1991 agreement between Pakistan
and India on air violations.

The existing hotline between
the two Directors General of mil-
itary operations will be upgraded
by September 2005. The joint
statement said the talks “were
held in a cordial and constructive

fire pact

atmosphere”, during which, both
sitfes e?(Changed views on their
respective “security concepts’.

The report on the progress of
the current round of talks will be
made to the foreign secretaries of
both countries, who will decide on
the date and venue of the next
round. This round follows closely
the third round of talks on nuclear
CBMs which led to India and
Pakistan agreeing on pre-notifica-
tion of missile tests and setting up
a hotline between the foreign sec-
retaries.

However, there were some
CBMs suggested by India in the
field of muilitary-to-military con-
tacts, including holding of semi-
nars and exchanges between think
tanks and defence training estab-
lishments and friendly sporting
events between the two armed
forces and exchange of military
bands, which did not find support
from the Pakistanis.

—
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Advani wants
Pak to wipe out
'#“terror bases "

4
h/\ Our Political Bureau
T NEWDELHI 3T RUY
JP president LK Advani
B on Sunday asked the
Manmohan  Singh
government to exert pressure
on Islamabad to de-
stroy militant training
camps there in the
wake of the Srinagar
and Ayodhya attacks.
“This  commitment
was made when AB
Vajpayee travelled to
Islamabad to attend
the Saarc Summit.
Pakistan should re-
spect the commitment
now,” he said.
In a joint statement
in January 2004, Pak-
istan President Pervez

them and take punitive action
against them.”

Muridke — which houses
the sprawling campus of

Markaz-Dawa-wal-Irshad or
Centre for Learning, the LeT’s
ideological parent —is back in

N

Musharraf had said Pakistani
soil or occupied land would
not be allowed to be used for
terrorist activities. This was
reaffirmed at the last meeting
between Dr Manmohan Singh
and President Musharraf.

The Opposition leader, who
indicated that the NDA would
focus its attack on the govern-
ment’s “inept” handling of in-
ternal security issues said the
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) was re-
activating its centre in Muridke
area of Pakistan with training
camps and meetings being or-
ganised there. “LeT is involved
in the Ayodhya incdent, it is
alsoresponsible for the Srinagar
attack,” he said. He asked the
Centre to apply pressure on the
Pakistan government to de-
stroy the “terrorist infrastruc-

focus as a breeding ground of
terror, after investigations into
the London blasts revealed that
one of the bombers, Shezad
Tanweer, got his training in je-
hadi antics at a camp there.
Interestingly, ever since the
Pervez Musharraf government
came under heightened pres-
sure from the US to crackdown
upon the LeT, espedally after
the US forces picked up senior
Al Qaeda lieutenant Abu
Zubaydah from an LeT safe-
house in Faisalabad, the outfit
had reportedly shifted its opera-
tions and office from Muridke
in Pakistan to Muzaffarabad. In
fact, even the LeT’s control is
believed to have passed on
from Emir Hafiz Mohammad
Sayeed to a general coundil
headed by Maulana Abdul

ture, stop aid to militants, arrest ' Wahid Kashmiri,
:, \\.\ /?*,7 -
“, b
l};) 7



The trade rohé
o ";gfo peace g~

™ he resumption of trade by road between India and
Pakistan after a hiatus of 40 years will go some way
towards rectifying the anomalous nature of eco-
nomic interaction between the two neighbours.
True, the window that has opened up is a limited one. Trucks
from India bearing garlic, tomato, onions, potatoes, and
meat pull up to the Wagah border post but do not actually
cross over into Pakistan. If the cargo is in sacks, it is un-
loaded a few metres away from the zero line separating the
two countries and carried in relay by (grateful and under-
utilised) Indian and Pakistani porters up to waiting trucks
on the other side. When the cargo is unbundled, the author-
ities allow the unloading and loading trucks to be parked
back to back astride the zero line. There is no tax or duty, so
the paperwork is relatively simple. Since the insurance,
licensing, and tax protocols involved in allowing trucks to
cross from one side to the other are complicated and as yet
un-negotiated, this is the way trade by road will be for the
foreseeable future. And yet it is a huge improvement over a
situation where an Indian exporter of vegetables could only
hope to send a consignment by train on the specified days
the rail service was available. Aside from allowing faster
access to the vegetable mandi of Lahore, the road route
allows export on a daily basis.

For (officially recorded) direct bilateral trade to grow to
its full potential, India and Pakistan must work on import
policies as well. Pakistan’s refusal to grant most-favoured
nation status to India has always been a sore point but
Islamabad is right in pointing out that MFN status has not
made it any easier for Pakistani companies to sell items such
as textiles and fruits to India. As the bigger economy, with a
lot to gain from regional economic integration, India must
be prepared to go the extra mile in boosting the level of
bilateral trade. If it means granting unilateral concessions
for certain products Pakistan is keen to export, so be it. Good
politics and diplomacy are all about creating shared eco-
nomic stakes and mutual dependencies. As economic inter-
action increases, there will be a handsome payoff for Indian
firms. Tata Consultancy Services has announced plans to set
up, in collaboration with a Pakistan partner, a training
centre for software engineers in Lahore. The company is
also talking of investing in a software development facility in
that country. The proposed Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipe-
line is another example of how economics and politics can
interact fruitfully. India has been slow to realise the trade
potential of its land border with neighbours, including Chi-
na, Myanmar, and Bangladesh. For years, the Indian estab-
lishment has tended to see borders as sites of tension and
danger rather than as windows of opportunity and promise.
There are signs this mindset is changing but the pace of
change needs to be stepped up.

- W THE Hixpy



/Terrorist arrivals
errori val

ey N”\A'bit more than ‘seasonal’ B\ Vl’

t would be oversimplistic to attribute the upsurge in
infiltration bids acioss the Line of Control 1 Janimu and
Kashmir io seasonal factois, which s heavily influence
tourisin. While it is true that all iie passes in the mountains
are now free of snow blockage, cxperience wouid suggest
* that militant activily corresponds with the climate that per-
vades the biiateral dialogue. 1t is no mere coincidence that
the LoC has been hot over the tast fortnighi afier no prog-
ress was ade on Siachen, Sir Creek cic and India re-em-
phasised that the infrastructuic that suppoits tervorism had
noi been dismaniled by Pakistani. The neutralising of some
40 infilirators over a tiirec-day period is a success story for
the army, but no goarantee that some did not elude detec-
tion. It is impossible to “seal” the frontier, in some stretches
the terrain: does lend itself to razor-wire fencing and sensors,
and again it is no mere coincidence that the most serious
infiltration bid was made in the Gurez sector where no fen-
cing has been undertaken. Sc also in the Mushkoh area,
which hit the headlines during Kargil-1999. Not only are the
training camps in Pakistan continaing (o churn vat militants
— a senior army official estimaies souie 2,000 are awaiting
induction — their operatiions are being professionally plan-
ned and directed. The Pakistari military no longer provides
“covering fire” but, as an Indian conunander has asserted, it
is not possible for large groups of militants to pass unde-
tected through the defence lines on the cther side of the
LoC. The string of charges levelled by top Pakistan arimy
officials when the Indiai forces undertook some pro-active
patrolling in the Poonch sector is indicative of their mindset,
or gaime-plan to put it biuntly. The proxy war persists.

The need for the US foices to repeatedly launch raids (not
always successfully) aloiig the Afghauisian-Pakistan frontier,
and now evidence that the London bombers were “edu-
cated” in religious schools in that country confirm that for all
its rhetoric the present dispensation in Islamabad -— despite
being military-dominated -— is unwilling or unable to contain
the jihadi elemenis. Will the international community
remain an impotent spectatoi? India st not cease to bring
diplomatic pressure to bear, as well as instruct its segfirity
forces to pull no punches when dealing with cross-bprder
terroyism. A practical dimension has to be given to the fzero-
tolgfauce” Manmchan Singh has emphasised.

22 UL oms . o



/W‘iWé

@;aéi 2 ok b

e o Boe
mmmmwﬁm
A2 elforait onfFwiae e
T fm e geTem wraTeR
iR TCNEe Fitg) W «F
swteFir 6w aem
Afegicr damq @we
wHAIARE T M| ol i,
TS FCAF A AT 217
TTET T N ST
N v R [ BRI (]
ofs oia o g v wfime
TrAE AteE, s
@R @ @FNe AW FHS!
wae 2 (e oieg) gl M=
fBfe sime ¢ gz wie
Afeete mem ¢ ArFeI@
| @ w6 e R ewes
oifere)  “wiwa @ wee
sterEd @ W@ Wi, fEFgEm
TE WY AT WA, IECEA
gewd o5 = sige s,
a6 TR Tl 23 R
AT Ty AfEE |

T TR, AlEEITR
T Rolfrs sty Safea o
@PTes PR T (e ©iE
% vt fofi &g o=
e FAT WS AfFBTT win
3oz @ gre e HE 79, -
e WA T @ eyENE|
“siferam ez 9 &
o TS BT A ke wdfim
Rwiers ¢ T TR ennfd
TOIA, WA I 200 TN
Fol o oS el FACS” —
FISIG! T8 FTI ATE
AT wiw M R B e,
‘sigrey Yame ogfe vy @
2t 5 T wet ) e
A eYfe ofs e @ T
wiigde o sdte W= FRE
frcwren foff) @ woe=R

ch;‘fﬁﬁm
Fafre e @k o wHEwa
TS ST (FAS FA @217
(AT IARHARYT AT SR
oA wfsTet tefd TR
@ WA agmEg foft atem,
Tl cE I b C I [T e LR
Afafafore ¥ ersd Tl wTw
A @™ TR T
FoE Twa ofe  eFeid
it s “iz ata T8y I
YRR BaiTaT e RehFEe
TE TG geree WA ST |
& AT, 23 @ TITS,
@3 OF effbie Aereia WK |
A o 3zew R e
o | Forg T spferona JiveTta
| favra erarer 7w el @2
wtgNs R G TR
(ozaaa s fwide seraifareie
awgad| — B =i




" fgeEdT

w2 7, TF

B farsiitia, aoflE, o
geE:  =nfe-ScEnaE R
g Ay e sesery ol
@ Tfasl, (61 siifsse e
s win @fa $96 W ©FwS|
Aufes W oie W s9w
(AT SIRANANAL A @S
TR 43 AR FIRET

BRI T UL (T g Tz [

T @3 ME eEigE @ @

PR @F% wmBe A,

frgeael qq9n ¢oft MifRea

weoo T o fow)
el (AR ST
AR S|

TR (ol wisrs
(eirs faEaraal @R ofd
wifeaty) Bfewa furn wiie Wfsm
SArw S W (el 2T,
S I AR AR A=-
CTBR 753 @ seee efd
BrofEs | AT T-T1S AR
(4 BTN FIT 43 ACFSS
(g (FeTd G3 zCIE (3,
frgerzat Aol TS 2ed
aq-afea yfe o s o
o s e seE g
owiggm Picge 4,
A 9aRe i wesme

2A

H

AATE G (I IR IR
(AT (TG TA-TZITS Ao
SIS (Sl

ize e wtw I @@
T | SIS A Sl

SGEC k|

!

T Al 9@ R &aﬂ%
fSAMoGe SR AT TS
T MR
*Ife-aifed weg i@ e
WY 3 A SIGCi @3
23| 2ferT TFF qLad 49T,

TRANRIT SRS w5

N

Raierel ifadi 2ws W Fec
Soe T G| @¥ag I’ -
FEEE

" TR
29 oA 47 d‘“’ﬂ?““ w&:‘é\m

frmgerzem @i _

ﬁfz‘u’

w&ﬂmm‘ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ&‘
08 MY FF Afours! @
@ @ratel AfeTEwE e
T TS arEfzEm,
*({fg-afen BEA HY
sERamme @&ie AE 9
G ZE 390, ACS M o
otwa TefEfs Ga AL 92
S AT G@CIE eSS 1
TR Faterel e SEbE w1
ATl ANTEA (@ FR Se
eifsa) Aoy feght wibfs .
AR, ©OIE ﬂ'ﬁm’ﬁﬂ fefare
MGG AE TR WigdE
wifcace, fma woa @
Tremd @2 IPME G TR
(FWE oHE @B AP SENE
awEa e SifeEz o
@A P meal Z@)

Y RIATE T4, TG Do
*Ffrrs oo [{ifes ol
@R etel St FaE
e Foie @@ 3913 w2
ENE Prae  oifw @
QEATR, “HEFAMNAD T (CTE
(ST T FAZ(T GBS0 20T
ANCS Tl g B el
Y F SIE I TR, R
. e tefam wwie
93 o7 AT AER

/1
2\

e

4 e ame e L

ez 2 H A A

o wmer weftrg Fom
it | @2 SARFETeE 2v-vo
s APRAM WeT (50 ITRA
SIS-AIRFWIT FAFABIA! |

YEE (BRI AfeTW AW
iR TRE S FUERIT RO WE]
@14 4@ e I afsa=
TEE TR | AR SR T
Feia N @ Foew, srEe-
Fre ww ol T ege frew
M O WO TR 9T A
Torerdl AN T ST am
SEreY 3t Blerw @ v
T 472 BT GIER GRIF 3
W A 2|

@3 S5 AR A FASTAR
TS T FRATET WO ST
FEHS  GHHI w@ wfeww
QO AR A “TIOT Ty
F[IF @S AR

A (T [
el focacy, oEw 9t e
LA I T G o e
AN AR-TOEAI SR

(A =, “9¥ 6 Tl -
AW FA Rygead oo
PRI O 2 Rrwad s a
T (NG BITA IR T
&S 7| wrRe 27 fov-s
TR Wy e e S
CHFTAZ (2 R AR-F-eTNS
AN Y YAETFAR NI

IR (SO 2E FAFHISA
TACE | ST (Y (T 3 I
ATl ZeafReE, (rates %
20afEE) iR vo TENE FameItaa
#1703 o i 2¢ Feenfiom
#14% F1 arare Gt (B AEi
T8 2I9F AVAAEI g (AT
WA oy o oF I T
e +ife Tt 2tz 1M -
84, oft wHICalbs Prew, <
@fve G5, voo gte FgY)
©(F W8 WG T GANS TH
AfSTH TFF |

ANADABAZAR

pATRIKA




Delhn & Islam%bad

declare ta]ks

ﬁgenda

\Af’

But LoC casts shadow over dialogue

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury W
New Delhi, July 19

AS INDIA and Pakistan an-
nounced a schedule for the next
round of bilateral talks under
the composite dialogue process,
Islamabad issued a ‘demarche’
(protest) to New Delhi on Tues-
day, for alleged violation of the
Line-of-control. India categori-
cally denied the charge.

India’s deputy high commis-
sioner in Islamabad, TCA
Raghavan, was called in to the
Pakistan foreign office on Tues-
day and given the formal protest
note. Raghavan denied the
charges to Pakistan’s director-
general for South Asia, Jalil Ab-
bas Jilani.

“There’s no question of any
Indian troops having crossed the
LoC”, a senior official said.
“This has been conveyed to Pak-
istan”.

Incidents of civilians “stray-
ing” across the LoC “occur rou-
tinely”, official sources said.
They are usually returned after
the directors-general of military
operations (DGMO) of both
countries talk.

Meanwhile, a schedule for the
next part of the discussions un-
der the bilateral composite dia-
logue will begin next week when
the secretary, culture, heads for
Islamabad for talks on Promo-
tion of Friendly Exchanges on

wp o5 THE
2" U HDUST‘,‘\I‘N

o

July 26 and 27.

Talks on nuclear and conVen-
tional confidence-building meas-
ures (CBMs) will be held in New
Delhi on August 5, 6 and 8. Addi-
tional secretary, UN, in the min-
istry of external affairs will
head the talks on nuclear CBMs,
while the joint secretary dealing
with Pakistan will head discus-
sions on the conventional CBMs.
The Pakistani foreign ministry’s
additional secretary, Tariq Os-
man Hyder, will head the Pak-
istan delegation.

Crucial trade issues will come
up in talks on Economic and
Commercial Cooperation and
the meeting of the Joint Study
Group on economic cooperation
and trade, being held back-to-
back on August 9 and 10.

A Kkey proposal likely to
emerge from these talks at the
level of commerce secretaries,
(intended to “demystify” each
other’s trading regimes, among
other things) is the revival of
the India-Pakistan Joint Com-
mission, outlined in the joint
statement issued after Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s
visit in April. The Joint Com-
mission is headed by the for-
eign ministers of both coun-
tries and was supposed to meet
annually when it was set up in
1983. It has met thrice, the last
time in 1989.
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nfiltration or on, Pak
denials false: 111(11(\( a

Pakistan-trained terrorists t7yz
to cross LoC, says army officer q?b

HT Correspondent
Jammu/istamabad, July 18

THE SPATE in the infiltration
attempts by Pakistan-trained
terrorists from across the
line-of-control (L.oC) in the en-
tire northern theatre may hit
the pace of ongoing confi-
dence-building measures be-
tween India and Pakistan.

General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief, Northern Com-
mand, Lt-General Hari
Prasad claimed that the Pak-
istani troops were helping ter-
rorists to cross over to the In-
dian side. “Any amount of de-
nial is fine, but the ground re-
alities are different”.

Prasad said the Pak-trained
terrorists were now attempt-
ing to cross over from the
Akhnoor sector to the Kabul
Gali sector on the LoC. But In-
dian troops were neutralizing
the attempts with the help of
surveillance equipment and
intelligence inputs in clean-
up operations.

Gen. Prasad stressed that
terrorist camps in Pakistan
were intact and Pakistan was
pushing more terrorists into
Jammu and Kashmir than in
the past year.

Speaking on the infiltra-
tion attempts in the Gurez
sector, he claimed 15 terror-
ists were spotted in the area
where deployment of troops
was not dense. So, with the
help of helicopters additional
troops were airlifted there
and terrorists were trapped.

“During gun battle and

T

iy
S -
p—
- F

searches, 11 bodies have been
recovered and search for the
missing is on”, Gen. Prasad
said. One more body had been
recovered from the area dur-
ing searches on Monday, added
an army spokesman. He also
said an alert had been sound-
ed along the entire stretch of
the LoC, so that any infiltra-
tion attempt could be foiled.

Avoid blame game: Pak

Under the international scan-
ner following relevation of
Pakistani links to the London
bombers and the Ayodhya at-
tack, Pakistan said on Mon-
day that, there was need to
avoid “blame game” and “re-
main sober” in the “difficult”
task of fighting terrorism.

Pakistan high commission-
er to New Delhi Aziz Ahmed
Khan said his country was
“fully committed” to the in-
ternational fight against ter-
rorism and had taken “all
measures possible” not to al-
low its soil to be used for such
activities.

“Let’s not forget that fight-
ing terrorism is a difficult
task. It’s a task in which the
international community will
have to work together”, he
said in a television show.

Asked about the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba’s apparent hand in
the attack on the makeshift
Ram temple in Ayodhya, Khan
said, “We haven’t received any
investigation report of that
sort”. He quickly added,
“When the Parliament attack

took place, we had immediate-
ly offered India a joint investi-
gation. As far as Pakistan is
concerned, we don’t support
acts of terrorism, particularly
on religious places”.

Asked about the increased
infiltration activity in the
Gurez sector, Khan said,
“Pakistan has taken all meas-
ures possible not to allow Pak-
istani soil for such activity”.

About reports that the Lon-
don bombers had taken train-
ing in Pakistan, Aziz said,
“(They are only) believed to
have (done so). Pakistan and
the UK are cooperating close-
ly in the investigations”.
Khan added that the report in
the Herald magazine that 13
militant training camps in
Pakistan had been revived
was “more speculation than
anything else”.

“Hardly any activity has
been reported (in the article).
Sometimes, such organisa-
tions, in order to gain-propa-
ganda points and publicity,
can mislead (the reporter).
The fellow may have been
misled”.

Aziz cancels visit

The sudden postponement
of Pakistan Prime Minister

. Shaukat Aziz’s visit to the US

-scheduled to take place later
this month - may have been to
avoid undue comparison with
the high-profile welcome be-

" ing accorded by the Bush Ad-

ministration to Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh.
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India, Pakistan to discuss pipeline project

All issues, including transit f
Special Correspondent HO .

NEW DELHI: India and Pakistan
will discuss all issues involved in
laying the Iran-Pakistan-India
gas pipeline in its entirety, in-
cluding transit fees and security
issues, on Tuesday. The talks
will be held during a meeting of
the India-Pakistan Joint Work-
ing Group on pipeline projects
between the two countries.

The Adviser to the Pakistan
Prime Minister on Energy, Muk-
htar Ahmad, and Pakistan Pet-
roleum Secretary Ahmed Wagar
are expected to meet Petroleum
Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar at
the beginning of the two-day
talks.

Petroleum Ministry officials
say the discussions will cover
critical issues like gas prices,

\

Meeting to discuss gas prices, terms of supply,
commercial arrangements and each country’s role

’Prospects of extending Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan gas pipefine to India to be examined

s Technical issues like the pipeline route and
the landfall points to be taken up

terms of supply and commercial
arrangements as well as the role
of each country in the pipeline
project. Security issues are ex-
pected to be one of the key ele-
ments in the talks.

Pakistan and Iran have al-
ready entered into a memoran-
dum for the project, but India’s
role is crucial as it will be the
largest consumer. The prospects
of extending the Turkmenistan-

Afghanistan-Pakistan gas pipe-
line to India are also likely to be
examined during the meeting. In
addition, technical issues like
the route of the pipeline and the
landfall points will be taken up,
officials said.

The Joint Working Group is
expected to push forward the
progress on the Iran-Pakistan-
India gas pipeline project, which
has been hanging fire for many
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and security, to be discussed in today's meeting

years. The project has been giv-
en some impetus after the recent
visit of Mr. Aiyar to Iran and
Pakistan, where discussions
were held on the possibilities of
consolidating India’s participa-
tion.

India’s role in the project was
originally envisaged as being a
partner in construction of the
pipeline, but has now altered to
that of being a consumer at the
landfall point on the India-Pa-
kistan border.

This change in concept has
made the project far more at-
tractive from the Indian point of
view. The security risk aspect,
however, is still being carefully
studied and officials feel that
many of the apprehensions
could be ironed out in the meet-
ing.
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/Advam blames
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Pervez for Agra
summit failure

Statesman News Service & PTl

LAKHIMPUR/NEW DELHI, June 23. — Sending out concilia-
tory signals to the Sangh Parivar, the BIP president, Mr LK
Advani, today said at Lakhimpur in Jammu that pcace and nor-
mal relations between India and Pakistan could not be achicved
until terror infrastructure is alive in Pakistan.

Mr Advani blamed the Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf
for the collapse of the Agra summit in 200! because of the lat-
ter’s “refusal” to accept existence of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir. “Musharraf was not rcady to accept the fact that there
was problem of terrorism in J & K. He, instead, said it was free-
dom struggle in which innocent people get killed. Then the
Government of India said there cun be no agreement,” the for-
mer Deputy Prime Minister, who was blamed by Gen. Musharraf
for the Agra failure, said.

Mr Advani was addressing his lirst public mecting after us
controversial Pakistan tour and his subsequent resignation-
retraction affair earlier this month. Apart from his comments on
Jinnah and the Babri Masjid demolition during his Pakistan visit,
which.sparked off a furore within the Sangh Parivar, Mr Advani
had then also talked about the “irreversibility” of the Indo-Pak
pcace process. “We are not against peace and normal relations
with Pakistan and it is good to have peace but it can not be
brought until terrorist infrastructure is alive,” Mr Advani told the
Lakhimpur rally organised to commemorate the Jana Sangh
founder Shyamaprasad Mookerjee’s death anniversary. “There
would be no compromise on militancy as far as the BJP is con
cerned and no peace can be achieved until militancy is alive i
Jammu and Kashmir.” In line with the RSS sarsanghchalak, M:
K'S Sudarshan’s recent attack on Jawaharlal Nehru, Mr Advan
also blamed Nehru for the prevailing situation in Kashmir,

Accusing India’s first Prime Minister of committing “two majos
blunders”, the BJP chief said that the bid to extend a special sta-
tus with separate Constitution to J&K was Nehru's “first mis-
take”. Nehru’s “second mistake”, charged Mr Advani, was tc
stop our Army from its forward march to take back Kashmir and
throw out Pakistani elements from the state during the 1947
Pakistani aggression to annex Kashmir acceded to India by the
then Maharaja with active support of Sheikh Abdullah.
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India rejects
Rashid's

/1

apphcatlom

Pakistan Minister had applied
for permission to travel by bus

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: India has rejected the
application of Pakistan Informa-
tion Minister Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed, to travel by the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus.

The External Affairs Ministry
spokesman told mediapersons
on Friday: “The Information
Minister of Pakistan, Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed, had applied to
travel on the bus from Muzaffa-
rabad to Srinagar. The Govern-
ment of India has processed the
application and has declined to
accord permission taking into
account all relevant aspects in-
volved.”

On Thursday, India confirmed
that it had received the Sheikh’s
application and announced that
this would be processed “in due
course,”

The Sheikh found himselfin
the middle of a controversy after
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front leader Yasin Malik
“thanked” him in Pakistan for
running training camps for
Kashmiri militants at his farm-
house.

On June 14, India reacted
sharply to Mr. Malik’s state-
ment, expressing concern that
persons directly involved in
“such activities” continued to

hold high positions in Pakistan.

J 13 3
; “No effective action”

“Our stand remains that no
effective action has been taken
by Pakistan to dismantle the in-

frastructure of support to ter-
rorism on a permanent basis.
This is contrary to the assurance
given by the Pakistani leader-
ship that Pakistan will not allow

<& JUN J0m8

any territory within its control
to be used to support terrorism
in any manner. It is our sincere
hope that Pakistan will abide by
its commitment,” it had said.

Officials here had been indi-
cating informally that given the
“role” played by Mr. Ahmed in
“running” these camps, it would
be difficult, if not impossible, for
him to travel to Jammu and
Kashmir at this point.

Mr. Ahmed was here during
the April visit of Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf.

However, at that time the alle-
gations made by Mr. Malik had
not come to light.

Earlier, Pakistan had refused
permission to “mainstream”
Kashmiri politicians such as
Mehbooba Mufti and Omar Ab-
dullah, who had wanted to travel
to Muzaffarabad by the first
April 7 bus that left Srinagar.

Following the sharp reaction
from the External Affairs Minis-
try, political parties, including
the Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party, had demanded
that Mr. Ahmed not be allowed
to travel by'the bus.

Rashid shocked: Page 12
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"No role for
third party in
JaK issue’:.

Violation by Paklst n on

po-|

Hurriyat visit: Manmohan

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh has rejected the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee’s assertion that
the UPA Government had “mis-
handled” the visit of the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Dr. Singh was responding to
Mr. Vajpayee’s charge (in aletter
dated June 15) that “the peace
process with Pakistan has taken
[a disturbing turn].” In his reply,
the Prime Minister asserted that
“it is our endeavour to take the
composite dialogue between In-
dia and Pakistan forward while
ensuring that India’s vital inter-
ests are fully satisfied.”

Dr. Singh’s letter dated June
20 was released by the BJP here.

Addressing himself to Mr.
Vajpayee’s concern over the
Hurriyat leaders’ visit, Dr. Singh
put the visit in a context: “You
are aware of the fact that in the
last four or five years, these lead-
ers have regularly met Pakistani
dignitaries visiting India, as well
as Pakistani diplomats. In this
background, our Government
felt that their visit to Pakistan
could not do any harm.”

Dr. Singh stated that by in-
viting the Hurriyat leaders to
visit Islamabad “Pakistan violat-
ed an understanding on these
procedures that had been reac-
hed between India and Pakis-
tan.” He informed Mr. Vajpayee
that “passports were issued to

¢ ¢ JUN 2105

those Hurriyat leaders who did
not possess Indian passports
and [who] made arequest for the
issue of such documents.”

Dr. Singh put on record the
Government position on the
Hurriyat claim [which was ap-
parently endorsed by Pakistan]
to be the “sole representative.”

He wrote: “We have been con-
sistently of the view that Jammu
and Kashmir has a duly-elected
Government which came into
office after an election that was
internationally held to be free
and fair. We recognise that there
are some groups that are outside
the electoral process, and the All
Party Hurriyat Conference is
one among such groups in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.”

Reacting to the BJP charge
that the Government had al-
lowed the situation to “slip out
of hand” and that some kind of a
third-party intervention was
round the corner, he wrote: “I
would like to emphasise that
there is no room in our discus-
sion — or in our actions — for
ambiguity regarding our posi-
tion on Jammu and Kashmir. I
have reiterated on every possi-
ble occasion that there can be no
redrawing of boundaries. We
have also ruled out any role for a
third party — either through in-
terventions or as guarantor of as
mediations — in any form.”

Text of letter: Page 14
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report

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh has sought a report
on the status of the 450-MW Ba-
glihar hydropower project being
constructed on the Chenab river
in Doda district of Jammu and
Kashmir under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty of 1960 between In-
dia and Pakistan.
i Indicating this, Union Minis-
ter for Water Resources Priya-
ranjan Dasmunsi who visited the
dam site on Friday with a high-
level team of officials and ex-
))24;, said he would submit his
report to Dr. Singh on his return
here on Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir Minister
for Power Niaz Mohammad Sha-
rief accompanied the Central
team.

In January this year, Pakistan
approached the World Bank for
the appointment of a Neutral
Expert to resolve its differences
with India on the design of the
Baglihar project. On May 10, the
bank appointed Prof. Raymond
Lafitte of the Swiss Federal In-
stitute of Technology as the
Neutral Expert.

Earlier this month, the Neu-
jraPExpeggheld his first meeting
with India and Pakistan to set a

g JUN?

on Bi

¢ Pakistan objects 1.0 dam
-construction

* Dasmunsi hopes
inspection by Ne'uitral
Expert will be ccampleted
by January next year

¢ Final hearing in dispute
after inspection.

procedure to enable: him to ar-
rive at a determinzition of the
differences in a faj r and equi-
table manner. Thie procedure
settled by the Neutral Expert
gives both parties three occa-
sions each to explai 1 their stanc-
es. The Neutral Ey :pert will also
conduct an on-site: inspection of
the dam.

While Pakistan has raised ob-
jections on the de'sign of the dam
saying it would affect down-
stream flows, Iridia has main-
tained that it h:as not deviated
from the provisi ons of the Trea-
ty. India is repo rted to have of-
fered to make changes in the
design to accoimmodate Pakis-
tan’s objection s without com-
promising the ::iafety of the dam
or the benefits ‘ that are to accrue

I ™

Manmohan seeks
glihar

Prlyaranjan Diasmunsi visits dlam site 9“)\)

»no
from the project.

During his visit to the project
site, Mr. Dasmunsi expressed
the hope that the inspection
would be completed by January
end next year following which
the final hearing in the dispute
would begin.

The World Bank brokered the
Indus Waters Treaty, which was
signed by India and Pakistan in
1960 and divides water of six riv-
ers flowing from Kashmir. Un-
der the Treaty, the waters of the
rivers Ravi, Beas and Sutlej are
allocated to India and waters of
the other three rivers Jhelum,
Chenab and Indus allocated to
Pakistan.

Pakistan objects to India’s
construction of the Baglihar pro-
ject, which started in 1999. It
claims the project violates the
Indus Waters Treaty and would
affect the flow of river waters to
its territory. India denies such a
charge, saying it does not take
water from the river.

The project is to be completed
by 2007. The expected height of
the Baglihar dam will be 470
feet. The extent of water storage
has not yet been made public
and this forms the cause of dis-
pute between Pakistan and
India.
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. o
“ India attacks
Pak over jit adi
training issue

j,,. e e lgal
Q{V Q NEW DELHI 14 JUNE Q;\r

P OUNCING on Hurriyat leader Yasin Malik’s

startling revelation that Pakistani informa-

tion minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed had
operated jihadi training camps, New Delhi on
Tuesday received fresh impetus to renew its attack
on Islamabad of not taking proper action to dis-
mantle the infrastructure of support to terrorism.
At a function in Islamabad on Monday, JKLF
chief Yasin Malik, who s part of the Hurriyat del-
egation visiting Pakistan, asserted on 3,500 mil-
itants being trained at a camp set up by Mr
Rashid Ahmed when militancy was atits peak in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sheikh Rashid has

played a dominant role to
the cause of liberation of
Kashmiris. He used to
support the frontline ji-
hadis, but very few people
know about his contribu-
tion, he was quoted by
Pakistani newspaper Dai-
| Iy Times.
i New Delhi on Tuesday
Yasin Malik was quick to take up the
issue to buttress its con-
tention that the Pakistani establishment was
clearly involved in supporting militancy in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. It is particularly serious that
people directly involved in such activities con-
1 tinue to occupy high positions in Pakistan. Our
stand remains that no effective action has been
taken by Pakistan to dismantle the infrastructure
of support to terrorism on a permanent basis,
foreign office spokesperson Navtej Sarna said.

This is in contrary to the assurance given by .
the Pakistani leadership that Pakistan will not al- |
low any territory within its control to be used to
support terrorism in any manner. It is our sin-
cere hope that Pakistan will abide by its commit-
ment, Mr Sarna added. The revelation is now
expected to cast a shadow on Mr Rashid’s im- |
pending visit to Jammu & Kashmir. ;

The information minister is understood to
have submitted an application to visit the state |

on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service. He is

e
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Yasin says . *
Pak trained

terrorists -,
pG \C\% Q

YASIN MALIK, chief of the Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front, said on Monday that Sheikh
Rashid, Pakistan’s information minister, ran a
training camp for Kashmiri militants. However,
Rashid told reporters the moderate Kashmiri
leader was referring to another person of the
same name. “He (Malik) was talking about an-
other Sheikh, not myself,” he said in an attempt
to distance himself from Yasin's assertion. !
Speaking at a function, Yasin said, “I would [
say in the initial days of the Kashmir move- }
|

|

MUBASHIR Zaidi
Islamabad, June 14

ment, the guy who had a frontline role was he
(the minister). Nobody . _
knows that when we were
brought on this soil, about
3,500 boys were accommodat-
ed at his farm-house.”

Malik said the boys went
to Pakistan for military
training in 1988 and Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed used to take
them to the Northwestern
Frontier Province bordering

- W

Afghanistan for various as-
signments.

Pakistan has always de-
nied Indian accusations that
it had supported militancy in
the Indian-administered
Kashmir since the late 1980s.

“I did my rightful duty of
bringing to notice his great
contribution for the Kashmir
cause which nobody knows,”
Malik said.

India expressed ‘“great
concern” on Tuesday over
the issue. Calling it “con-
trary to the assurance given
by the Pakistani leadership”,
official MEA spokesman
Navtej Sarna said, “It is par-

Sheikh
Rashid
has played a
great role for
the Kashmiris’
liberation. He
used to
support the
frontline
Jthadis, but
very few
people know
about his

ticularly serious that people
directly involved in such ac-
tivities continue to occupy
high positions in Pakistan.”
Responding to a query, Sarna reiterated India’s
position that “no effective action has been tak-
en by Pakistan to dismantle the infrastructure
of support to terrorism on a permanent basis.”
“It is our sincere hope that Pakistan will abide
by its commitment” to “not allow any territory
within its control to be used to support terror-
ism in any manner.” /

contribution

- Yasin Malik
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remarks on Mohammad Ali Jin-
nah and Partition is a reflection
of the somewhat extraordinary cir-
cumstances that led to the creation of
Pakistan and its relationship to India.
What we are beginning to learn is
that the responsibility for Partition
didn’t rest exclusively with the
founders of Pakistan, and Jinnah is
not the caricature he has been made
to be by nationalist historians of Pak-
istan or the demon he’s been por-
trayed as by some of our historians.
Partition was a major event in the
history of the subcontinent and the
world. Yet almost all those who lived
through the era, and all historians
since, are agreed that it was not a
foreordained thing. Given the num-
ber of variables at play, it’s impossi-
ble to come up with one contrafactu-
al account of the event. But there is
no dearth of decisions and happen-
ings, which, had they worked anoth-
er way, could have provided several
alternate lines of historical evolu-
tion: What if the Congress had not
resigned from the government in
1939? What if the Cabinet Mission
plan of 1946 had succeeded? What if
the communal massacres of 1946-47
hadn’t taken place? What if Sikan-
dar Hyat Khan hadn’t passed away
when he did? What if Jinnah’s ill-
ness had been known about eartier?
Historians have long debated the
role of an individual in history. Jin-
nah exemplifies the rare example of
those who have, through their own
brilliance, stubbornness, courage and
determination, changed the course of
history, in this case, by creating a
State called Pakistan, which was not
based on the common attributes of
nationhood — common history, eth-
nicity, culture, language — but the
genuine fear of the identity of a reli-
gious minority being swamped by a
majority it had ruled over for cen-
turies. Notwithstanding the fantastic
reasoning of a number of Pakistani
historians who claim antiquity of
their State going back to Mohenjo-
daro, the ideological origins of ‘Pak-
istan’ aren’t more than a hundred
years old and its birth took place in
the phantasmagoric summer of 1947.
Despite the bitterness of the years
preceding, as of 1940, Jinnah still
saw India as comprising “two na-
tions who must both share the gover-
nance of their common mother-
land”. The Muslim League’s accept-
ance, albeit conditional, of the Cabi-
net Mission plan, indicated that till
mid-1946, Jinnah was willing to work
along the idea of a confederal, if not
federal, India. What the historical
record shows is the great impatience
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THE BIGGER PICTURE: Do preconceived notions about Jinnah stand up to

of all the principal actors — the
British, the Congress and the Mus-
lim League — to force a solution in
the subcontinent.

Prodded by the Viceroy’s alarm-
ing reports, in early 1946, British
Prime Minister Clement Attlee sent
a Cabinet Mission to India to settle
the terms under which India would
get self-rule. Having failed to get the
Indian endorsement, the Cabinet
Mission announced their plan on
May 16, 1946. The essence of its pro-
posal was that there should be a sin-
gle Union of India comprising
British-Indian provinces and Prince-
1y States dealing with foreign affairs,
defence and communications. The
rest of the powers would remain
with the provinces, which could
form groups with their own execu-
tive and legislatures. Each group was
free to cede additional powers to the
Centre and a province was free to se-
cede from a group, but not the union.
The Cabinet Mission envisaged a sin-
gle constitution-making body for this
new union and this constituent as-
sembly could seek full independence
or remain a dominion within the
Commonwealth.

Both the Congress and the League
were uneasy about the Cabinet Mis-
sion proposals, but went along with
the idea. The former welcomed the
idea of a single constituent assembly
as a prelude to a united independent
India; the League saw it as part of a
set of proposals that would lead to a
sovereign Pakistan. But the Cabinet
plan was torpedoed by Jawaharlal
Nehru, who declared that the new
constituent assembly would not be

THEY DON'T QUITE UNDERSTAND US, DO THEY?: Jinnah and Gandhi

fettered by previous agreements. In
other words, the Congress would not
promise to uphold any of the com-
mitments made to the League.

The die was now cast and Jinnah
decided to take recourse to Direct Ac-
tion which, translated on a ground
already fertile with communal prop-
aganda, led to the Great Calcutta
Killings on Direct Action Day of Au-
gust 16, 1946. This was the trigger
that started the communal carnage
— of Hindus in Noakhali and of
Muslims in Bihar. And, beginning in
early 1947 of Sikhs and Hindus in
Rawalpindi, Muslims in Amritsar
and East Punjab culminating finally
in the holocaust following Partition.

Whatever may have been the fail-
ings of Jinnah and Nehru, the pri-
mary responsibility for this outcome
rested with the British. In February
1946, Attlee declared that the British
would leave the subcontinent not lat-
er than June 1948 after transferring
power to Indian hands. Ideally, he
said, this would be to a government
created by a new constitution. But if
that were not possible, the British
would consider whom to hand it to
— “whether as a whole to some form
of Central government for British
India, or in some areas to the exist-
ing provincial governments... ”

With the League refusing to join
the constituent assembly, the Cabi-
net Mission proposals were now
dead. So the new Viceroy, Lord
Mountbatten, now began to work on
his own plan based on Attlee’s Feb-
ruary 20 statement. Plan Balkan, as
the name suggested, would ask all
the provinces of British India —
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Madras, Bombay, UP, Bihar, Central
Provinces, Orissa, Delhi, Ajmer-Mer-
wara and Coorg — to confirm
whether or not they wished to re-
main in the existing constituent as-
sembly. The Bengal and Punjab
provincial assemblies would be split
on communal lines and if these sep-
arate meetings voted for Partition,
the provinces would be divided — In-
dians would have to be responsible
for their own partition. As for the
600-odd princely states, they could
join any of these provincial group-
ings they were contiguous towards.

Just how idiosyncratic the sum-
mer of 1947 was is brought out by the
following episode. On May 10,
Mountbatten received the go-ahead
from London for this plan to balka-
nise India, and he called a meeting a
week later with Jinnah, Liaquat Ali
Khan, Baldev Singh and Congress
leaders to formally announce it.
Nehru was at the time Mountbat-
ten’s house guest in Simla. That
night he decided to reveal the plan
to Nehru who was, simply put, ap-
palled. Next morning, Nehru penned
a confidential note emphatically re-
jecting the plan pointing out that
where the Attlee statement and the
Cabinet Mission plans recognised
the existence of a Union of India to
start with, Mountbatten’s plan would
lead to not just one partition, but a
large number of successor States.
Mountbatten now sought out VP
Menon and an alternative plan was
worked out that involved the transfer
of power to two successor govern-
ments on the basis of Dominion Sta-
tus. This was the plan that was an-
nounced on June 3 and led to the di-
vision of the country.

Had India and Pakistan been di-
vided and gone their respective ways,
that would have been the end of the
matter. But they didn’t. They have, to
paraphrase T.S. Eliot, been united for
60 years “in the strife that divided
them”. After this period charac-
terised by war and hostility, they are
seeking closer union through soft
borders and a free trade union, with
the possibility of a common curren-
¢y, and, who knows, some kind of a
South Asian political union.

It’s a measure of the intensity of
the current India-Pakistan peace
process that it has touched off a huge
upheaval where preconceived ideas,
partisan history, old feuds and fading
memories are being churned. Like the
fabled samudra manthan, the process
is yielding a lot of poison. Advani has
decided to swallow some of it, but he’s
no Lord Shiva. Before the nectar
emerges, all of us in the subcontinent
will have to swallow our share.
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Jinnah praise
turns fatal

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, June 7: A vil-
lain in a part of his politi-
cal parivar and a tragic
hero across the border, Lal
Krishna Advani today re-
signed as BJP president.

Fifty-eight years after Par-
tition, Mohammed Ali Jinn-
ah has caused a division in a
political entity at the other
end of the spectrum with Ad-
vani’s laudatory comments
on the father of Pakistan
plunging the BJP in a crisis
deeper than the one after last
year’s poll defeat.

As the RSS formally sou-
ght retraction of his remarks
written in the book at Jinnah'’s
mausoleum in Karachi and
more hardcore elements like
the VHP’s Praveen Togadia la-
belled him a “traitor”, an an-
guished Advani quit.

His resignation letter
made no mention of his posi-
tion as the leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament, though
there were already sugges-
tions from even within the
BJP that he should surrender
that post, too.

The party was asking him
to reconsider his decision but
other than Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, no frontranking leader
defended his comments on
Jinnah.

Advani stuck to what he
wrote about Jinnah. “I have
not said or done anything in
Pakistan which I need to re-
tract or review,” he said in his
resignation letter addressed to
Sanjay Joshi, the party gener-
al secretary who is also the
Sangh point man in the BJF.

The letter is dated 6th/7th
June and says it was being
written “before departing
from Karachi”.

The BJP parliamentary
board and its office-bearers
will meet at 5 pm tomorrow
with the agenda of asking Ad-
vani to “reconsider”. But the
party did not address what is
apparently Advani’s cause of
anguish in that it did not de-
fend him against attacks from
Sangh hardliners.

Last night, all BJP general
secretaries met Mohan Bhag-
wat, tipped to be the next RSS

chief, but no one came to the
BJP president’s defence.

For the record, RSS
spokesman Ram Madhav, who
had suggested Advani should
review his remarks, said:
“Leadership is an internal
issue of the BJP. We have not
sought anyone’s resignation.”

Vajpayee, who is known to
speak with a forked tongue
often, was more forthright
than his party colleagues.

“Whatever has been said is
being misinterpreted. His (Ad-
vani’s) remarks on Jinnah are
being misinterpreted,” Vaj-
payee said before Advani
drove to his residence for a
half-hour meeting.

Behind the move to formal-
ly ask Advani to review his de-
cision, stray voices had begun
to express criticism.

Yashwant Sinha, once
close to Advani, said: “His re-

marks in Pakistan were.un- .

necessary and avoidable.” *

Asked if Advani’s resigna-
tion would create a vacuum,
Sinha said that, on the con-
trary, the party would emerge
stronger. “Advani has resigned
as BJP president, he should
also consider whether he can
be an effective leader of the
Opposition.”

it was a clear hint Advani
should give up that post.

After a meeting of the gen-
eral secretaries and the avail-
able vice-presidents this even-
ing, senior vice-president M.
Venkaiah Naidu, a shadow of
Advani, gave what seemed a
valedictory address.

In a news conference,
Naidu said: “Advani has made
yeoman contribution to the
cause of nation-building, to
the cause of Hindutva, to the
cause of the BJP.... We are
proud of Atalji and Advani’s
leadership and guidance and
we are confident he will recon-
sider his decision.”

As Advani’s future hung in
the balance, Pakistan expres-
sed “surprise”. “This time in
Pakistan he impressed by a
new gesture and his remarks
about Quaid-e-Azam and other
things have given him a new
look,” information minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said.

M See Pages 6 and 8
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Islgmabad on May
-
My dear Sanjayji,

Tam writing this letter just before departing from Karachi.

I have decided to request the party to relieve me of Presidentship. I am sure ac-
ceding to my request would be in the best interests of the great cause I have served
all my life, as also of the party which has given me so much.

I have taken the decision after pondering the matter very carefully. And I believe
that my visit to Pakistan last week has immensely reinforced the initiatives taken
by the NDA Government to bring about peace and normalcy with Pakistan. I have
not said or done anything in Pakistan which I need to retract or review.

Sincerely,

.‘{‘ fk "/:}‘—g.( VT
A K
L KAdvani

ys Advam

The succession line-up in the BJP

Rajnath Singh

For: Good equations with the
Sangh. UP Rajput. Never
speaks out of turn. Low-key

Against: Lacks national
perspective. Little experience
in dealing with issues other
than agriculture. Unpopular
among other UP leaders

Achievement: Proved his
mettle in the Chhattisgarh polls
and in Jharkhand, post-election

On Jinnah: Silent

Murli Manohar Joshi
For: “Hindutva” credentials
make him the Sangh'’s favourite.
UP Brahmin. Articulate

¥ Against: Swadeshi
economics. Not known as a
team leader. Wears his caste

F on his sleeves

- Achievement: Implemented
saffron agenda in education

On Jinnah: Silent

Sushma Swaraj

For: Crowd-pulier-and good
speakér. Nurtured image of the
perfect middle-class bahu and
beti. Another Sangh favourite

Against: Not an organisational
person. Over-aggressive at
times and disliked by
second-rung rivals

Achievement: Won party
applause for not making it a
cakewalk for Sonia Gandhi in Bellary

On Jinnah: No comments

Arun Jaitley
‘ For: Ace debater and no whiff
of corruption. Moderate face
despite being Narendra
Modji’s friend. Good
organisational skills

Against: No mass appeal.
Connects mostly with the
urban middle class.

-+ Involved deeply in legal

' practice and cricket politics

Achievement: Earned good
marks as law minister

On Jinnah: In London, spared by
sound-bite hunters
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INDIA AIMS to team up with P\akistan to
bargain for a cheaper price of natural gas
it plans to import through the proposed
4.16-billion dollar Indo-Iran pipeline to
bridge its huge energy deficit.

Petroleum Minister Mani Shankar Ai-
yar, who came here from Lahore on Sunday
morning, will stress on the need for the
two nations to unite to get economical
price of gas from Iran during talks with
his counterpart Amanullah Khan Jadoon,
an official accompanying the minister
said.

New Delhi till now had only been talking
to Iran for import of natural gas through
the 2600-km pipeline, 760-km of which is to
pass through Pakistan, at its border and
had left it to Tehran to deal with Islamabad
on transit issues. This had led to Iran quot-
ing a price equivalent of liquefied natural
gas (LNG), which according to India, was
at least 40 per cent costlier than its calcula-
tions of the delivered price of gas through
a pipeline.

“Tehran has put very high transit cost
and we now feel it is time for India and
Pakistan to start talking to deal with some
of these issues,” the official said.

In the first ever engagement with Pak-
istan in the hydrocarbon sector, Aiyar
would take up issues of security of the
pipeline, its route, the transit fee and legal

e &

/to team u{&

for Iran gas import

AFP
Petroleum minister Mani Shankar Aiyar with
Pak counterpart Amanullah Khan Jadoon.

framework for ensuring delivery of gas at
Indian borders with Jadoon as well as Pak-
istan President Pervez Musharraf when he
calls on him on Tuesday. “Upon assessing
Pakistan’s response, the Cabinet might be
approached to enhance Petroleum Min-
istry’s mandate for a trilateral treaty and
possibly also participating in the pipeline
construction,” the official said.

PTI
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Islamabad: Giving a twist to In-
dia’s gesture of allowing Kash-
miri separatist leaders to travel
to Pakistan, President Pervez
Musharraf said on Saturday it
was a recognition of the “disput-
ed status” of Jammu and Kash-
mir by both countries.

Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and eight other sep-
aratist leaders from the Kashmir
valley were flown from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir to the Pakis-
tani capital by helicopters arou-
nd the time Musharraf was leav-
ing on a three-day visit to the
UAE and Qatar. He will meet
them on his return.

The visit of the separatistlead-
ers had “great political significa-
nce because they have not come
on Indian passports and visas is-
sued by Pakistan”, the general
was quoted as saying by the state-
run APP news agency at Chak-
lala airbase before his departure.

So, he said, “it is the recogni-
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Advani extols Jinnah

Karachi: L K Advani on Saturday
paid homage at the masoleum of
Pakistan’s founder Mohammaa
Ali Jinnah, a taboo with the saf-
fron brigade. But after placing a
wreath at the mazar and hailing
the “great man”, he reminded
Pakistanis that he had favoured a
secular state vis-a-vis the fslamic
state it was now. Back home,
VHP activists in Gujarat demand-
ed he quit as Gandhinagar MP
and stay bacik in Pakistan in
protest against his “anti-Hindu”™
comments. Adavani seems to
have raised their hackles with his
statments on the Babri Masjid
demolition and the Partition. en

tion of the disputed status of
Indian-held Kashmir by both
countries”.

India had expressed reserva-
tions about travel by the sepa-
ratist leaders beyond PoK on spe-
cial permits but later issued

<. Pervez adds dispute ..
“ twist to Hurriyat visit""

them passports to facilitate it.
However, it made it clear that
onus for travel by them beyond
PoK would be on Pakistan.

Describing the visit as “a very
important confidence building
measure”, Musharraf said “this
is a great leap forward in under-
standing flexibility being shown
by the both sides”.

This, he said, should now
lead to discussion for the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue. “The
option is open—we hope that it
leads to that.”

‘Geelani detained’
The hardline faction of the Hur-
riyat Conference on Saturday
claimed that its chairman Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, who had turn-
ed down Musharraf’s invitation
to visit Pakistan, has been de-
tained by security forces in Pul-
wama district of Jammu and
Kashmir. Police could no confir




-Jinnah espoused the cause of
secular Pakistan, says Advani

“A rare individual who had actually created history” 3

KARACHI: Attempting to shed the
Hindu hardliner image, BJP
president L.K. Advani on Satur-
day paid homage at the mauso-
leum of Pakistan’s founder
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, describ-
ing him as “a great man” who had
espoused the cause of a secular
Pakistan in an address to his
country’s Constitutent Assemb-
ly.

After placing a wreath at the
‘mazar’ of Jinnah here, Mr. Ad-
vani said the founder of Pakistan
was a “rare individual” who had
“actually created history.”

“There are many people who
leave an inerasable stamp on his-
tory. But there are a few who
actually create history. Qaed-e-
Azam Jinnah was one such rare
individual,” he wrote in the vis-
itors’ book at the mausoleum,
which he visited with his family
amidst unprecedented security.

Recalling that freedom fighter
Sarojini Naidu had described
Jinnah in his early years as an
“Ambassador of Hindu-Muslim
Unity,” Mr. Advani reminded the
people of Pakistan that their fa-
ther of nation had favoured a
secular state vis-a-vis the Islam-
ic state it was now.

Jinnah’s August 11, 1947 ad-
dress to the Constitutent As-
sembly of Pakistan was really “a
classic, a forceful espousal of a
secular state in which while ev-
ery citizen would be free to pur-
sue his own religion, the state
should make no distinction be-
tween one citizen and another
on grounds of faith. My respect-
ful homage to this great man.”

Back to school

Mr. Advani took a trip down
memory lane when he visited his
alma mater here, with his
schoolmates remembering him
as being “good in mathematics.”
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HOMAGE TO JINNAH: BJP president and leader of the Opposition L.K. Advani paying floral tributes at the
mausoleum of Pakistan’s founding father Mohammad Ali Jinnah, in Karachi, on Saturday. - PHOTO: AFP

The 78-year-old leader re-
called that at times he used to
cycle all the way to his St. Pa-
trick’s High School just to see on
the board that the school was
closed for the day due to rains.
Quoting noted economist Amar-
tya Sen, an “overwhelmed” BJP
chief said a country’s progress
depended on the importance it

G0 2808

gave to education and health.
Schoolmates remembered
him as “an outgoing student who
was good in mathematics.”
Denis Laper, Advani’s junior
in the school, recalled that he
was the “scorer” in the school
cricket team and he erred only
once when he missed a no-ball.
“He was very disciplined, always

YHE HINDU!

ready to help,” Mr. Laper said.
School Principal Father Jo-
seph Paul described Advani as
one of the “most illustrious™ stu-
dents of the institution along
with Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf, Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz and the former
Prime Minister, Mohd. Khan Ju-
nejo. “I am fully confident that

Advani’s visit to Pakistan is a
blessing for the peace loving peo-
ple of Pakistan....his visit to Pa-
kistan will prove to be a catalyst
in bridging the vast gap of im-
pediment between the old and
new generations across the two
borders,” said Mushtaq Noorwa-
la, president of the Old Patri-
cians. — PTI
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LAHORE: Seeking to remove any
apprehensions in the minds of
Indians in regard to the Pakistan
Army’srole in the peace process,
the Punjab Province Governor,
Lt. Gen. Khalid Magbool (retd.),
told the visiting BJP president,
L. K. Advani, that the Army fully
backed the process.

The Governor, considered
close to the military establish-
ment and President Pervez
Musharraf, was responding to a
query from Mr. Advani at a
meeting on Friday.

Gen. Magbool described Mr.
Advani’s visit as a “courageous
step” and said it reinforced the
peace process.“What you have
been saying after [coming to Pa-
kistan] sounds like new hope.”

The ruling PML (Q) presi-
dent, Chaudhary Shujaat Hus-
sain,hosted a dinner in honour
of the BJP chief on Thursday.
On Friday the Punjab Chief
Minister, Pervez Illahi, hosted
lunch for the visiting dignitary.

Mr. Advani will start for his
hometown Karachi on Friday

JUN 2008

“Pakistan Army
backing peace process ./

Gen. Magbool describes Mr. Advani's visit as a “courageous step”

TO THE FAITHFUL: A Sikh devotee presenting a shawl to
BJP leader L.K. Advani at a gurdwara in Lahore on
Friday. - PHOTO: AFP

night. He is scheduled to visit his
Alma Mater, St. Patricks High
School, while his wife Kamala,
who has never visited the town

YHE MG
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after the Partition, would be
looking for her house near Regal
building in the Sadar area of Pa-
kistan’s business capital. —PTI
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KASHMIRI' SHABIR REFUSED PERMIT

Warm welcome
“for Hurriyat

Statesman News Service

CHAKOTI (PoK)/JAMMU, June 2. —
Pakistan today rolled out the red carpet for
the delegation of separatist Kashmiri lead-
ers — led by Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Omar Farooq and also including JKLF
chairman Yasin Malik and a representative
of Shabir Ahmad Shah’s J&K Democratic
Freedom Party — when they crossed over
to  Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir  from
Srinagar on a “historic trip” that was
expected to see the Kashmiri leaders inter-
acting with the Pakistan President and
Prime Minister in Islamabad, apart from
meeting various leaders of PoK.

In all, nine separatist leaders stepped
into PoK, while the hardliners, led by Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, chose to turn down the
Pakistan government’s invitation. Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq came with six others of his
faction. The president of the J&K Demo-
cratic Freedom Party, Shabir Ahmad
Shah, was not given the permit to travel to
PoK as he had written “Kashmiri” where
his nationality was to have been declared
on the permit form as well as in his pass-
port documents. Md Abdullah Tari repre-
sented Shah’s party in the delegation.

The other leaders in the delegation are
Hurriyat leaders Abdul Gani Bhat, Maulvi
Abbass Hussain Ansari, Bilal Gani Lone,
Fazal Haq Qureshi, Mohammad Yaqub
Vakil and Ghulam Mohammad Bhat. The
leaders are to address the PoK Assembly
tomorrow, apart from meeting leaders of
PoK. They will travel to Islamabad from
PoK on 4 June for talks with General
Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Mr
Shaukat Aziz, among others.

Before leaving for the journey, former
chairman of the Hurriyat, Abdul Ghani
Bhat, said: “We are taking love across the
border. We want the Hurriyat delegation
to bridge the gap between India and
Pakistan. We don’t think in terms of weak-

Militants behead four

SRINAGAR, June 2. — Extremists beheaded
four members of two families, including a
policeman, and shot dead a ruling People’s
Democratic Party worker in Kulgam of
Anantnag, in two separate incidents in Jammu
and Kashmir overnight. Three terrorists were
killed in an encounter with security forces
today in Udhampur district. Ultras struck New
Thead area of Harwan on the outskirts of
Srinagar and abducted four members of two
families, including constable Abdul Majid
Khan, working with the Special Operations
Group, and later beheaded all of them.
Muttawakil Khan, father of Abdul Majid, who
tried to resist the kidnapping, was shot at and
injured by the terrorists. This is the second
such incident in the area after last month's
kidnapping of six persons at Dardkhour
village, of whom four were beheaded while
another escaped. The fate of an abducted
woman still remains unknown. — PTI

ening the delegation by non-issuance of
travel documents to some people. We
don’t talk of numbers, we talk ideas.” He
added that the Hurriyat would like to
resume the dialogue process with the

Centre upon their return from Pakistan.
Pakistan lived up to its promise of accor-
ding a warm welcome to the Kashmiri
leaders. PoK Prime Minister Sikandar
Hayat welcomed the group and an army
band played as the team crossed the Aman
Setu to a rousing welcome, in contrast to
the low-key affair on the Indian side. While
Hurriyat members crossed the bridge
together, Malik and Tari walked a little

behind, reflecting their separate identity.
The trip was described by Mirwaiz as a
“big step”. He said it could form the basis
for a “triangular dialogue” featuring
India, Pakistan and Hurriyat. Lone
termed the trip as “the first step” towards

the resolution of the Kashmir problem.
More reports on page 5
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Onus on Pakistan,

says New Delhi -

o

“Travel by Hurriyat leaders beyond POK/)/‘ I
outside bilateral understanding”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: With the Regional
Passport Office in Srinagar re-
portedly processing the passport
applications of several Hurriyat
leaders on a priority basis, India
on Wednesday said the “onus”
for any Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus passenger travelling onward
to Islamabad lay “on the Pakista-
ni authorities.”

More than a dozen Hurriyat
leaders are due to board the bus
to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
on June 2. Asked about reports
that they had been advised to
carry their passports in addition
to the bus-specific travel permit,
the External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said on Wednesday
that “the bilateral understand-
ing [on the bus] is limited for
travel, on t/he/ basis of permits
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issued by the two sides, to the
entire territory of the erstwhile
State of Jammu & Kashmir. If
some of the Hurriyat leaders are
invited to travel to Islamabad as
has been reported, outside this
provision of the above under-
standing, the onus for thislies on
the Pakistani authorities.”

The Indian Government, he
said, had always maintained that
it would be “willing to consider
requests for visits by any Indian
national to Muzaffarabad and
other places across the Line of
Control on the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus service, and these
requests would be processed in
accordance with the under-
standing reached between India
and Pakistan.” It was on this ba-
sis, said the spokesman, “that in-
dividual applications from some
of the APHC leaders have been

i Ve

1 it vb!,

processed and those who have
been accepted by the Pakistani
side have been allowed to travel
on the bus.”

Asked whether placing the
“onus” on Pakistan represented
a change in the Government’s
earlier stand that Islamabad
would be breaching a bilateral
understanding by letting the
Hurriyat leaders travel outside
of the PoK, Mr. Sarna said there
was no contradiction. “I have
stated our position on more than
one occasion. The understand-
ing between India and Pakistan
as far as the bus service is con-
cerned is quite clear. If leaders
are invited to visit Islamabad
and they do so then the onus for
that part of the journey lies on
Pakistan authorities. I do not see
any contradiction in these state-

ments. I}qur'”
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‘Peace process irreversible’

BONHOMIE: President Musharraf with Mr LK Advani in R

ISLAMABAD, May 31. — Mr LK
Advani today held talks with Pre-
sident Pervez Musharraf after which
he said both of them were convinced
that a solution to Kashmir and other
issues would “definitely” be reached.
He earlier held talks with Prime
Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz.

During his hour-long meeting with
Gen. Musharraf at his Rawalpindi
residence, the two agreed that the
peace process should be made irre-
versible and “must be taken to its
fruition.” “A solution niklega, zaroor
niklega” (the solution will arrive, it
certainly will arrive) and we said it
almost in unison,” Mr Advani said.

Mr Advani said he had asked the
President what the next phase of the

W Q,r A ""“c M

peace process would be to which he
said: “Dr Manmohan Singh and I de-
veloped an understanding. The objec-
tive is clear, but not the solution. A lot
of preparatory work is needed.” He
said he looked forward to meeting Dr
Singh on the sidelines of the UN Ge-
neral Assembly session in September.

While Gen Musharraf told Mr
Advani that the “peace process has
now been taken ever by the people of
the two countries,” Mr Advani res-
ponded by saying: “We can no longer
say: ‘Let us give peace an option’. It is
the only option.” He said he too want-
ed a solution on Kashmir acceptable
to all, including the diverse communi-
ties within Kashmir. Gen, Musharraf
told him that he had ordered the rail-

%
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awalpindi on Tuesday. — PTI

Gifts for the General

{SLAMABAD, May 31. — Mr Advani
presented two boxes each of alphonso
mangoes to President Musharraf and
Prime Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz. He aiso
presented a collection of old classical
songs, of which the General is a great
fan. Profiles of Dilip Kumar and Meena
Kumari, culled from daughter Pratibha’s
documentary series on Bollywood titled
Yaadein, was also gifted to the President
apart from marble plates from Agra and
a copy of Mr Advani's book Prisoner’s
Scrapbaok. — PTI

way authorities to complete work on
the Khokhrapar-Munnabao rail link
by December. — PTI

Another report on page 4




Advani does an ‘image

vfmr

makeover in Paklstan

ISLAMABAD, May 31. —
Seeking to shed his image
of a “hawk” responsible
for the demolition of the
Babari Masjid and the
scuttling of the Agra peace
talks, BJP president and
leader of the Opposition,
Mr LK Advani, today
described | the Ayodhya
incident as the “saddest
day” of his life, and assert-
ed that his “image and real

persona” were not “very
identical”.
Recalling the recent

interactions of seven BJP
MPs during a conference
of South Asian Parliamen-
tarians organised by South
Asian Free Media Associ-
| ation, he said here that it
' was conveyed to him that
the people were excited

about his nnpuldmg visit
to Pakistan. =1 told them
that the cagerness and
excitement was to see wh-

ether I really have horns,” ™

he said, evoking laughter,
while taking questions
from the Pakistani media.

Mr Advani tcrmed as
“scurrilous  charge™ the
allegation that he con-

spired to assassinate the
Father of Pakistan, Muha-
mmad Ali Jinnah, before
his migration to India, an
FIR on which was purport-
edly registered  against
him. "1 do not think 1 need
to comment. itisin away a
scurrilous charge.” he said.

In a gesture aimed at
building bridges, Mr Adv-
ani also visited the largest
mosque in the Islamic
world, the picturesque
Faisal Mosque in Islama-
bad, which was built by the
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" Saudi royal famey Accom-
panied by Indian High
Commissioner Mr  Shiv-
shankar Menon, he went

“round the mosque tor over
15 minutes, appreciating

the unique architecture.
Mr Advani also dismissed
the charge that the BJP
published propaganda lit-
erature to malign Pakistan.

During his remarks to
reporters, Mr Advani dis-
agreed with the charge
that he had been “spewing
venom™ against Pakistan
and has now shifted his
stand. “It has bcen my
conviction that it was in
the best interest of India
and Pakistan that peace
and normalcy are estab-
lished. As Vajpayee had
said, we can change our
history but we cannot
change our geography,”
Mr Advani said.
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irreversible”
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Advani, Musharraf agree on need to resolve
outstanding issues, including Kashmir

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf and BJP pres-
ident L.K. Advani have asserted
that the India-Pakistan peace
process should be made “irre-
versible” and it must be taken to
its logical conclusion.
Pakistan-born Mr. Advani,
who is on a visit to the country
on a political as well as nostalgic
trip, had an hour-long meeting
with Gen. Musharraf and the fo-
cus of their interaction was the
ongoing peace process between
the two countries. Among others
he met Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz and Foreign Minister Khur-
shid Mehmood Kasuri and had
lunch with Senate Chairman
Mohammed Mian Soomro.
Barring the subtle differences
on emphasis, there was com-
p'lete unanimity between Gen.

0o

Musharraf and Mr. Advani on
the need for the two countries to
march towards the path of peace
and resolution of all outstanding
issues including the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Addressing a press conference
where he shared details of his
meeting with Gen. Musharraf,
the BJP president was at pains to
emphasise that it was the “bold
and courageous” commitment of
Pakistan President against ter-
rorism that led to “real break-
through” in Indo-Pak relations.
The reference was to the joint
press statement issued after the
meeting between Gen. Mushar-
raf and the former Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, on the
sidelines of the SAARC summit
on January 6, 2004. It said Pa-
kistan was opposed to terrorism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions and Gen. Musharraf

T"E WNDY

pledged to ensure that soil of Pa-
kistan would not be allowed to
be used for activities directed
against any country.

The focus of the prime bulle-
tin of the Pakistan Television on
the meeting was on Gen. Mush-
arraf’s assertion that Kashmir
“dispute could be resolved with
sincerity, flexibility and cour-
age.” It quoted Gen. Musharraf
as telling Mr. Advani that parlia-
mentarians of both countries
have played an important role in
creation of an “enabling envi-
ronment” in improvement of In-
do-Pak ties. It said Mr. Advani
appreciated the role of Gen.
Musharraf in normalisation of
ties. Though the General made a
reference to how Pakistan
looked forward to the visit of
Hurriyat leaders Mr. Advani did
not rake up issue of invitation to
cross into Pakistan from PoK.



An ambience for a dialogue

Javed Jabbar has been a Senator and a Minister in three Federal Cabinets in
Pakistan. He has been a part of the Track-1I process between India and Pakistan, y9- ik

known as the Neemrana Dialogue, since 1992. Mr. Jabbar, in Hyderabad recently
to attend the South Asia Editors Forum, spoke to Jyotirmaya Sharma about the

India-Pakistan peace process and its future.

There are indications of a seeming thaw in
relations between India and Pakistan. Is
there more to it than mere histrionics and
weli-meaning symbolism?

It is not ‘seeming’. There is a thaw. Sec-
ondly, histrionics are important. They set
the tone, they create a mechanism, or an
ambience, within which a dialogue can be
conducted. A dialogue cannot be conducted
while one is menacingly looking at the other.
To create the appropriate process of listen-
ing to each other, and speaking with each
other with civility and respect, histrionics
and the ambience are extremely important.
And that, I think, has been very successfully
created in the last 16 months, since January
2004 in particular, by a host of factors. This
encourages one to think that as the two
countries broach the gut issues, hopefully
the civility will remain even if there are
divergencies of viewpoint.

What is the subterranean content of this
process, one that takes us beyond the need
to create the right ambience?

Underlying this process is really the rec-
onciliation of both nations to the inevitabil-
ity and the reality of their respective
evolving personas and identities. We tend to
think of each other in fixed terms, almost in
stereotypical terms. India has the great ad-
vantage of being an older historical entity
with a pre-1947 identity, even though it may
not have existed as a singular nation-state.
Pakistan doesn’t have this. It has a much
shorter identity. The subterranean context,
therefore, is that we are working out the
capacity to recognise our respective identi-
ties, and hopefully through a period of time,
and through a period of listening to each
other, we will get to know what this evolving
persona of the two nations is.

India is changing as a society and as a
state. It is aspiring to a new role in world
affairs and in regional affairs. Similarly, Pa-
kistan is going through an extreme internal
ferment of a positive kind. It is working out
its relationship with religion, its relation-
ship within the country between the four
provinces. There is, therefore, dynamic
change taking place within both societies.
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Javed Jabbar ... committed to peace. -~ PHOTO: K. GAJENDRAN

Both these dynamic societies, then, are look-
ing at each other and trying to relate to each
other in an equitable manner.

Given this background, the inevitable ‘K’
question arises. What do you see as the way
forward on Kashmir?

The Kashmir question will have to be
dealt with on at least three recognisable lev-
els. On Kashmir in specific terms, while the
two sides engage in a closed-door process,
which has to be closed-door for the time
being, the Track-II and the Track-III
(Track-II comprises the non-official dis-
course and Track-III is media and people-
to-people contact) processes need to start
looking at actual options and start preparing

T

people in both countries for what could be
the various solutions that governments
eventually can accept or present to people as
possible alternatives.

What are these likely solutions?

There is no joint consensus on what these
options are. But there is talk of a regional-
isation of the devolution process, looking at
Kashmir’s diversity in terms of ethnicity, in
terms of religion even, and in terms of terri-
tory. That is one approach.

Another is the simultaneity of processes
on both sides of the line of control and cre-
ating mechanisms for interaction between
them — whether through the bus service,
whether through the respective legislatures,

LN
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hether through joint economic initiatives.

The third is to look at not similar but
equally problematic places like Andorra,
Spain and France, and also the way in which
Italy and Austria worked out issues of
territory.

These are difficult sets of options, but they
need to be discussed much further and re-
fined and debated. Any solution will require
flexibility on both sides; rigidity is not the
basis for a solution.

You have often spoken of ‘instant
terrorism’, something that goes beyond the.
conventional definition of terrorism. Could
you elaborate? Also, how much of a threat is
instant terrorism to the peace process?

There will be two facets to this. The per-
sistence of disparities and the increase in
disparities.

Both countries are pursuing growth, both
as an objective and as a mirage. Growth is the
mantra of the free market. Both countries
seem to have given in, thrown in their con-
ceptual weapons to this great’ new philoso-
phy of the free market. It is very sad to see
this happening.

Even though, to their credit, both coun-
tries talk about poverty alleviation, in prac-
tical and real terms it seems to be growth
first and foremost.

The thinking is: If only we achieve 7 per
cent or 8 per cent growth will we be able to
do all this. The relationship created between
growth and creation of jobs is not a fully
tested thesis. Time and again there has been
growth without jobs.

The other crisis will be when pockets
within society are not content with accept-
ing disparity as a consequence of fate and
destiny. i

They will refuse to accept disparity of any
kind or injustice of any kind. These dis-
parities will create distortions. Then there
are the naxalites here and religious fanatics
in both the countries. There is no definitive
answer to this.

Hopefully, this ferment will produce a
philosophy, a political approach to econom-
ic growth, and state responsibility for the
social sector which is not seen as a sop to
poverty but seen as a central role of the state.
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SINGH OPPOSES BOUNDARY ALTERATION

Aut?nomy no
solution: Pak

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI, May 30.
— Ruling out autonomy as a solution to
the Kashmir issue, Pakistan today said
demilitarisation was a pre-requisite for
extending right to self-determination to
the people of Jammu and Kashmir and
finally empowering them.

In New Delhi Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, while expressing his
willingness to work with President Pervez
Musharraf to find a “meaningful solu-
tion” to difficult issues, today virtually
ruled out any timeframe for solving the
Kashmir problem. “I will never accept
anything that leads to a further division of
India on religious lines,” he also said.

“I have no mandate to negotiate on
" redrawing our boundaries. Within these
limitations, the two of us must work
together to create an environment to take
the peace process forward,” Dr Singh told
foreign correspondents based in Delhi.

In Islamabad foreign office spokesman
Mr Jalil Abbas Jilani said: “President
Pervez Musharraf has never advocated
granting autonomy or semi-autonomy to
any part of Kashmir as solutions to
resolve the Kashmir issue.”

Elaborating, he said: “Gen. Musharraf
in his quest to seek a lasting solution to
the Kashmir issue made certain remarks
in recent weeks. These included un-
acceptability of a solution based on the
Line of Control, respect to the aspira-
tions of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, resolution of the dispute which
is acceptable to all the stakeholders
including Pakistan, India and Kashmir,
and demilitarisation which is a prerequi-
site for extending right of self-determina-
tion to the people of Jammu and Kashmir
and finally empowering them.”

In Srinagar Hurriyat hardliner Syed Ali
Shah Geelani today said no power on
earth could shakc his amalgam’s ideolog-
ical association with Islamabad.

MA

Advani in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI, May 30. — Mr LK
Advani, the first Opposition leader from India to
visit Pakistan officially, arrived in Islamabad
from Lahore at midnight where he was
received, among others, by Indian High
Commissioner Mr Shivshankar Menon and
Pakistan protocol officials. He will also visit
Karachi where he was born. The former deputy
Prime Minister, accompanied by his family
members on his second visit to this country in
27 years, will be in Pakistan for a week.
Earlier before leaving for Lahore, the BJP chief
said: “l consider my visit to be a part of the
happy process of steadily increasing people-
to-people contacts at various levels between
India and Pakistan.” The visit has given Mr
Advani an opportunity to give a makeover to
his image in Pakistan, where he is dubbed as
the “most anti-Pakistan politician in India” and
also as the “hawk who sabotaged the Indo-
Pak Agra summit™.
During his two-day stay in Islamabad, he is
scheduled to meet President Pervez Musha-
rraf, Prime Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz, foreign
minister Mr Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri and
Opposition leaders. His discussions are expec-
ted to focus on politics and terrorism.
At the “formal media interaction” in Lahore on
2 June Mr Advani is likely to face questions on
the Ayodhya demolition, Gujarat riots and the
failure of the Agra talks. But the BJP does not
see it as an embarrassment for their chief.
“He would have a chance 1o change people’s
perception in Pakistan about him,” a BJP
leader said in New Delhi.
“We expect that despite his hawkish stand, Mr
Advani will stick to the Prime Minister's line to
strengthen Indo-Pak reiations,” AICC
spokesperson Mrs Jayanti Natarajan said.
— SNS & PTI

Photograph on page 4

National Front, a constituent of the
Hurriyat, however, said today it was
under pressure from its cadres to board
the peace bus.

THE STATESMAN
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No progress

Both sides agree to meet later C)
to carry forward the talks

B. Muralidhar Reddy S/

ISLAMABAD: The Sir Creek tatks
between India and Pakistan to
resolve differences over the
coastal strip off the Gujarat
coast ended on Sunday without
any forward movement.

A brief joint press statement
issued at the end of talks in Ra-
walpindi between the Indian
delegation headed by the Addi-
tional Surveyor-General M. Go-

pal Rao, andtheAdditional
Secretary of Pakistan’s Ministry
of Defence, Ahsan-ul-Haq

Chaudhry, said that both sides
had agreed to meet at alater date
to carry forward the talks.

“The talks were held in a frank
and cordial atmosphere. The two
sides exchanged views on vari-
ous issues involved. The two
sides agreed to continue their
discussions aimed at an early
resolution of the issue for the
mutual benefit of the two coun-
tries,” it said.

According to official sources,
India asked Pakistan to accept
the land delineation on the basis
of the joint survey carried out in
January, but Pakistani officials
said they had not yet analysed
the technical aspects of the sur-
vey. Pakistan also maintained
that demarcation of the land and
maritime boundary at Sir Creek
needed to be addressed as one
package.

Eighth round

This is the eighth round of
talks on the subject and the sec-
ond under the current round of
the composite dialogue process.

MY mes THE

on Sir Creek ** *

AV
QMK

There were expectations of pro-
gress this time as the two sides
conducted a joint survey of the
disputed marshy creek in Janu-
ary to determine the pillars in-
stalled in 1925 to settle the
dispute between then rulers of
Rann of Kutch and Sindh.

The disputed Sir Creek, which
runs along the Rann of Kutch in
India and Sindh in Pakistan, is at
the centre of a 22-year-old dis-
pute between the two countries.
The demarcation of boundary
has been a bone of contention
for several decades.

The history of the issue dates
back to 1914, when an agreement
was signed between the then
Government of Sindh and Rao
Maharaj of Kutch. According to
the agreement, both sides agreed
to a boundary line running
through the middle of the creek
as a border between the two
States.

One side of the creek is under
Pakistan’s control whereas there
are naval installations of India
on the other side. Pakistan
claims that all the 17 creeks of
Sindh coast belong to it, while
India maintains that almost half
of the area of Sir Creek, the 17th
one, belongs to it.

The Indian contention is that -
the “green line” was simply an |
indicative line, and that the
boundary line should be defined
by “mid-channel” of the creek as
shown on the map of 1925. But
Pakistan rejects the Indian view
on the ground that the notion of
“mid-channel” is applicable only
to navigable channels while this
channel is not a navigable one.
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“Sir Creek talks
end without Y%

any

) i\
Islamabad, May 293/\,)[20«/\’\ “

INDIA AND Pakistan ended
on Sunday a two-day talk on
Sir Creek without making
any headway on differences
over the coastal strip off Gu-
jarat coast.

“The talks were held in a
frank and cordial atmos-
phere. The two sides ex-
changed views on various is-
sues”, said a brief joint press
statement issued at the end
of talks in Rawalpindi.

This is the eighth round of
talks on the subject and the
second under current round
of Composite Dialogue
process.

Expectations of progress
were high this time as the
two sides, in a rare agree-
ment, conducted a joint sur-
vey of the disputed marshy
creek in January to deter-
mine the pillars installed in
1925 to settle the dispute be-
tween then rulers of Rune of
Kutch and Sindh.

But the officials of both
sides made no headway this
time, too, on the 22-year-old
dispute despite jointly re-
viewing the results of the
survey.

Officials here said that In-
dia asked Pakistan to accept
the land delineation on the
basis of the joint survey but
Pakistani officials said they
have not yet analysed the
technical aspects of the sur-
vey.

Pakistan also maintained
that demarcation of land and
maritime boundary at Sir
Creek needed to be addressed
as one package and not sepa-
rately.

An agreement on Sir
Creek would help both coun-
tries finalise their respective
exclusive economic zones
(EEZ) in that coast between

headwayg

Pipeline;)arley
onJune 5

Istamabad, May 29 }

INDIA AND Pakistan J
will start a new round of
talks on building a gas (\
pipeline from Iran June 5 |

when petroleum minis-
ter Mani Shankar Aiyar .
arrives on a four-day offi- |
cial visit to Pakistan. 3
A senior Pakistan gov- |
ernment official said Ai-
var would arrive in La- |

hore June 4 and then vis-
it Islamabad and (
Karachi June 5 and June |
7, respectively. ‘
“Aiyar is scheduled to !
meet President Pervez |
Musharraf and Prime |
Minister Shaukat Aziz ’
and will hold talks with !
his Pakistani counter- |
part on the proposed gas l
pipeline project and dis- |
cuss other aspects of en- |
ergy cooperation,” said ’
the official. |
|

Gujarat and Sindh to file
their claims before the UN
Convention of Laws of Seas,
which had set the deadline to
settle maritime disputes by
2009.

The joint survey was con-
ducted to identify the pillar
installed in 1925 to help de-
marcate Sir Creek coastal
strip.

India argues that the cen-
tre of the navigable channel
of Sir Creek should be the
boundary line while Pak-
istan contends that the east-
ern Bank of Sir Creek should
be the line of demarcation.

PTI
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Advani plans Pak vis?
for image makeover "

\
VINOD Sharma 0 \{
New Delhi, May 29 \/\ (‘6\)
ON MONDAY, Lal Krishna Advani will
embark on a journey that will at once be
a challenge and an opportunity for him.
A challenge because he is not known as a
peacemaker in Pakistan; and an oppor-
tunity because the stay may help him
bridge what he calls “a big gulf between
my post-1990s image and my real self”.

From the moment he lands in Lahore
en route to Islamabad, Advani will be un-
der close scrutiny on Gujarat and Ayod-
hya and his alleged role in the failed
Agra Summit. Also, there are bound to be
comparisons with Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, widely recognised in Pak-
istan as a statesman.

In fact, General Pervez Mus-
harraf’s post-Agra campaign
helped Vajpayee as much as it
hurt Advani. By painting
him as a leader surrounded
by party hawks, the Gener-
al’s spin-doctors unwitting-
ly (or, perhaps, by design)
built the Vajpayee persona of
a lonely peacemaker.

There it is. He is blamed for
the failure of the summit,
which, he, in fact, had mooted
and made possible.
i On the eve of
| his visit, the
! BJPchieftold

10 MAY 2005 ngm

HT: “When the then Pak envoy, Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi, approached me with the
proposal, I mooted the idea of a summit
between Atal-ji and Musharraf.”

The significance of openings across
Wagah to promote his “self-image” and
his commitment to peace isn’t lost on the
Leader of the Opposition, “I'm for nor-
mality and enduring peace between In-
dia and Pakistan. My visit will reinforce
the NDA's initiative, being taken forward
by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,”
he said. That’s a politician never passing
up an opportunity to claim credit.

In 1992-'93, when Benazir Bhutto host-
ed VP Singh and other Opposition lead-

ers from the Saarc countries

in Karachi, her critics
had asked, “What pur-
pose will it serve with-
out Advani and Ja-
maat-e-Islami chief
Qazi Hussain
? among the invi-
tees?” So, while he
will be meeting
¥ Musharraf, the Pak
PM and the foreign
minister, it shouldn’t sur-
prise anyone if he reaches
out to Qazi Hussain,
whose party has often
fought elections on the
promise of unfurling
the Pakistani flag on
Red Fort.

1
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‘Geelani slams

Pak betrayal,

Ki-

Py P
]

v

skips mvite -

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, May 29

{
SYED ALI Shah Geelani won't
take the bus to Muzaffarabad on
June 2.

The head of hardline faction of
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence said on Sunday that he
wouldn’t undertake the trip be-
cause Islamabad had lately dilut-
ed its declared position on Kash-
mir. The decision had
been adopted by a ma-
jority vote in the
/amalgam’s Majlis-e-

Shoora (Central Advi-
sory Council), he
added.

The announcement
should come as a big
jolt to Islamabad,
which had invited all
separatist leaders for
talks on Kashmir with
leaders of PoK and
Pakistan.

Pakistan’s foreign
minister Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri had
been hoping that the
visit by leaders from
the Indian side of the
LoC, including Gee-
lani, would represent a
big step forward in re-
solving the Kashmir
crisis.

Emerging from a
six-hour-long meeting
with leaders of his fac-
tion, Geelani said the
“exercise at this junc-
ture would be futile”.

Geelani, who wants
Islamabad to stick to
its traditional ap-
proach of placing the
Kashmir problem at
the core of Indo-Pakistani rela-
tions, has been dismayed by what
he perceives as a major shift in
Pakistan’s attitude. He is unhap-
py at the way Kashmir is losing
its importance in the India-Pak-

Pakistan is back-

tracking from its

earlier pohcy on
Kashmir.

[t is straying from
the policy it had
been pursuing tor
the past 57 years.
[ want to register
my protest by not
visiting that
country
Syed Al Shak Geolant

istan talks agenda.

Geelani feels that since Janu-
ary 2004, when India and Pak-
istan started talking to each oth-
er, there has been no substantive
change in the situation in Kash-
mir. “There is nothing new to talk
about on Kashmir. We have al-
ready stated that Pakistan should
unequivocally support the Kash-
mir cause. That is what we had

conveyed to President Pervez

Musharraf, and there
is nothing more that
can be added to it.”

Geelani’s con-
tention is that only
Pakistan is showing
flexibility on Kash-
mir; India has not re-
ciprocated.

“Pakistan is back-
tracking from its es-
tablished policy on
Kashmir. It is deviat-
ing from the policy it
had been pursuing for
the past 57 years. I
want to register my
protest by not visiting
that country,” Geelani
said. He added that he
was thankful to the
people and political
leadership of Pak-
istan, who, “through
phone calls and email,
have been asking me
to accept the invita-
tion.” He, too, had an
urge to visit Pakistan,
but wouldn’t go there
“as a slave of India,”
Geelani said.

He said he would love
to visit Pakistan “but
as a free citizen, not
with curbs imposed by
India.” Taking a dig at
the leaders, who are taking the
June 2 Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus, he said, “I would garland
them on their return if they
come with permit for our azadi”.
Photograph on p2

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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A A
Views exchanged on Sir Creek o1, s

ISLAMABAD, May 28. — India and
Pakistan today exchanged views on
results of the joint survey of Sir Creek
— the disputed coastal strip off
Gujarat coast, a small marshy strip
along the Rann of Kutch — which
they conducted early this year to
identify the bounday pillars installed
in 1924 to demarcate the area.

“We have exchanged views on the
survey. Talks were inconclusive,” an
official, who attended the parleys

£9 WAy 2084

between the defence officials of the
two sides on Sir Creek, said. The dis-
cussions between the Indian delega-
tion headed by Maj.~-Gen. Gopal Rao,
the Surveyor General of India and
additional secretary in the ministry
of defence, and the Pakistani side,.
led by Rear Admiral Ahsan-ul-Haq
Chaudhry, would continue over din-
ner tonight and tomorrow, after
which the two sides are expected to
issue a joint press release, he said.

-

Unlike the previous rounds of talks
on Sir Creek, which was one of the
major contentious issues after Sia-
chen, the two sides this time report-
edly discussed a possible solution
based on the joint survey of Sir Creek.
The resolution of the issue would
help both the countries to notify their
exclusive economic zones (EEZs). The
first round of the two-day talks was
held in a cordial and friendly gtmos-
phere, officials said. PTI /a'm
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"India, Pakistan
begin talks on
glacier standoft

.
‘o, 4y )l" [

Joint statement likely today

PN
£ Yof
il

Rawalpindi, May 26

INDIA AND Pakistan opened
talks on Thursday on two bit-
ter border disputes, includi-
ng the military standoff on
the Siachen Glacier, the wor-
1d’s highest battlefield. A cea-
sefire has been in place acro-
ss Kashmir, including Siac-
hen, since November 2003.

The Siachen talks, in Raw-
alpindi, a garrison city adjo-
ining Islamabad, lasted a few
hours and a joint statement
would be issued after anoth-
er session on Friday, a Pakis-
tani defence ministry state-
ment said.

Thursday’s session betw-
een senior defence ministry
officials was described as
“cordial and friendly”.

Uninhabitable and far
from insurgent areas, analy-
sts say, Siachen could easily
be disconnected from the
broader Kashmir dispute.

Both sides expressed opti-
mism on the eve of the talks,
but a stumbling block to any
phased troop withdrawals
has been India’s insistence
on verifying the two armies’
actual positions.

Pakistan has been reluc-
tant to submit to this as it
says India took the ground
through aggression.

Indian army chief Gener-
al Joginder Jaswant Singh

said any decision would safe-
guard Indian interests. “We
want basically to be clear
that the present positions on
the ground, called the Actual
Ground Position Line, that is
authenticated in some way
or the other so that we safe-,
guard our interests for the
future and we disengage
from such deployments after
that,” said Singh. “That’s
fundamental,” he added.

“We have been given dir-
ctions by (our) respective po-
litical leadership to move ah-
ead,” defence secretary Ajai
Vikram Singh, the head of
the Indian delegation, said
on arriving in Pakistan.

“The atmosphere is defi-
nitely positive.” Pakistani
defence secretary Tariq Was-
eem Ghazi said there were
“positive signs”.

He went on to add, “We
would like to work towards
this resolution and we will
discuss all these issues with
this positive frame”.

Several thousand soldiers
have died on the Siachen
Glacier, a battle zone stand-
ing between 18,000 and 22,000
ft high in the mountains of
northern Kashmir

But more have died from
the extreme cold, altitude
and avalanches than from
enemy fire.

Reuters
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ISLAMABAD, May 24, —
Ahead of Indo-Pak offi-
cial-level talks on Siachen
and Sir Creek issues,
General Pervez Musharraf
has said the “intentions”
on both sides were “very
good” to resolve these
“unnecessary irritants”.

The Pakistan President,
however, alleged “mala-
fide” intention on the part
of India in the construc-
tion of the Baglihar hydro-
power  project  over
Chenab river in J&K.

“On Siachen and Sir
Creek, the.intentions are
very good on both-sides
and that is strongly reflect-

- ed in the joint statement in"

New Delhi. Both of these
are actually troublesome
on both sides and they are
unnecessary irritants which
.can be resolved,” he said in
ap interview to local news-
paper Daily Times.

Asked whether it was
possible
Siachen without demili-
tarising Kashmir, he said:

to demilitarise

1Y

Slachen

Contre cloars ulks agenda

NEW DELHI, May 24. — The Centre fonight cleared the
agenda for the India-Pakistan defence secretary-level talks
starting in Islamabad on 26 May on proposed demilifarisation
of Siachen Glacier, Sir Creek issue and other military

confidence-building measures.

The couniry’s stand to be taken at the two-day talks, which
will be the ninth in the series, was finalised at the two-hour
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security held in the
Operations Room at the Army Headquarters here, Dr
Manmohan Singh, who presided over the meeting, was
briefed on all aspects of-Siachen and other issues. Asked
whether India expected any forward movement at the ta!ks,
defence minister Mr Pranab Mukherjee said “let us see”.
Defence secretary Mr Ajai Vikram Singh would be headlng a
-high-level delegation comprising officials from the defence and
foreign ministries for the tatks with his Pakistani counterpart Mr
Tariq Waseem Gha‘z: Officials said India may be placing some
new proposals at'the talks but said the outcomie would depend

. on Pakistan's approach. The meeting assumes signﬁucance as

it.comes in the wake of the new momentum in -Pak ties
following a chain of confidence building measures. — PTI

“Yes, indeed, there was an
agreement in 1989. And
that agreement was based
on relocation of Siachen.
And in 1992 the relocation
position was decjded. And
our
went from here to India for
a signing ceremony. “Two
hours before the signing

Secretary Defence |

ceremony, they back-
tracked. I think it’s a habit
with them to backtrack at
the last moment. And our
defence secretary came
back empty handed. Now I
have told the Indian Prime
Minister that this is a clear
decision, there is no prob-
lem. Let’s decide on that.”




‘Musharraf
wantsa |

guarantor

PRESS Trust of india
islamabad, May 24

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT Pervez Musharraf wants any pact
with India on Kashmir to be guaranteed by the internation-
al community.

“I think if we reach an agreement, there should be some-
thing other than just bilateral guarantees. The international
community should play a role in the guarantees. And this is
anew thing that I am saying,” he said in an interview to Dai-
ly Times, a Pakistani daily.

“We are talking of guarantees which go beyond us. If we
reach an agreement and we are reasonably sure that it will
be followed, there is no harm why we should be so stuck up.
I think we will have better permanence if the international
community is involved, finally, in the guarantee,” he said.
On peace talks: Answering a question on where he saw the
peace process in the next one year, Musharraf said, “If we
move forward, this whole issue (Kashmir) can be put behind
us in 12 months.”

On Manmohan Singh: “My only hope is that Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh stays and is allowed to move for-
ward. I am very glad to say that my interaction with BJP
leaders, Advani and Vajpayee, has been very good. The
only thing that T told them was: please don’t oppose it be-
cause you are in the Opposition.” He also said the Left was
on board.

Talks with Hurriyat: Musharraf said India had allowed
Hurriyat leaders to travel to Pakistan. Asked who would
represent Kashmiris at the talks, Musharraf said, “The true
representative of the Kashmiris is the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference.” In the same breath, he said,”Let us see if there
is any other group who also represents the Kashmiris and

5 Mur 005
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can be included in the talks.”
Militancy in J&K: On whether he was in a position to en-
fo;‘qe a ceasefire by militants in Kashmir, Musharraf said
militancy would die a natural death if there was an agree-
ment acceptable to India, Pakistan and the Kashmiris. He
s;ud_he cquld try to persuade militants to stop their activi-
ties if India was willing to demilitarise. “ can't give a guar-
antee that no bullet will be fired. I don't hold a whistle which
1 plow and end militancy.”
Siachen, Sir Creek: Musharraf said intentions on both sides
were good. “Both of these are...unnecessary irritants which
San be resolyed, " he told Daily Times. However, he suspected
malaﬁdg” intentions on India’s part in the construction of
the E}a}glll)ar hydro-power project. Asked if it was possible to
demilitarise Siachen without demilitarising Kashmir, he said:
“Yes, there was an agreement in 1989 " .

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES
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Musharraf’s

There is concern in Pakistan that President

Musharraf has not taken all concerned along
in making course corrections to the India

policy.

B. Muralidhar Reddy

AKISTAN’S PRESIDENT Pervez Mush-

arraf has once again jolted various sec-
tions within his country with his two
' categorical assertions on the Kashmir issue.
Evenliberal elements in Pakistan are finding
it hard to deal with his declaration that
Kashmir cannot be resolved on the basis of
religion and that borders have to be made
irrelevant for the ultimate solution.

The pro-peace elements have no quarrel
with the General’s quest for peace with In-
dia. Their main worry is over what are in-
creasingly seen as ‘unilateral’, though much
needed, corrections in Pakistan’s India pol-
icy. They are concerned over the sustainabil-
ity of such a policy without involvement of
various stakeholders, nurtured by the estab-
lishment for decades.

These constituencies, within and outside
the political domain, brought up on the sta-
ple of “Kashmir banega Pakistan” (Kashmir
would become Pakistan), are feeling restless
as the establishment unveils elements of its
new approach to India. Leave alone taking
them into confidence, there is no effort by
the establishment to provide the necessary
information on the logic and rationale of
various actions and pronouncements.

As a result there is a growing feeling that
the military establishment is in a great hurry
to buy peace with India under external pres-
sure. A meeting of the Kashmir representa-
tives chaired by Gen. Musharraf before his
visit to India from April 16 to 18 best il-
lustrates the point.

Most of the Kashmir representatives at
the conference wanted to know why an im-
pression has been allowed to gain ground
that Pakistan was in haste and why uni-
lateral concessions were being made to New
Delhi. A defensive Gen. Musharraf merely
appealed to them to have trust in him and
assured them that he would never under-
mine the interests of the Kashmiris.

Against this backdrop his statements in

N 'Vzl‘

New Delhi about ‘soft borders’ and how the
Kashmir issue could be resolved only at the
level of himself and Manmohan Singh did
not go down well back home. Implied in it
was an unambiguous statement that the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference is welcome to
give inputs on Kashmir but has no place at
the dialogue table.

He acknowledged that pro-India Kashmir
leaders couldn’t be ignored in any future
scheme of things. It is a realistic policy cor-
rection after years of building up the Hurri-
yat as the sole representative body of the
Kashmiris. So when he returned from his
‘successful’ trip from New Delhi, there was
not a single credible voice in the country
that praised him.

A pro-peace party like the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) qualified its welcome with
a question as to why its leader and former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto was dubbed
an anti-national for her earlier formulation
on soft borders and need for sustained dia-
logue with New Delhi.

Of course PPP has a personal axe to grind
with Gen. Musharraf as it struggles to regain
the political space in the country. But the
sentiments among other political and non-
political elements in the country are not
different. It is primarily because Gen. Mush-
arraf has ended up sending a loud and clear
message that he is the sole architect and
arbitrator of the India policy.

It is over two years now since the then
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee ex-
tended a hand of friendship to Pakistan and
the peace process gained momentum And
yet the Pakistan Parliament has not had an
opportunity even once for a full-fledged de-
bate. It should be no surprise if there is a
wide gap in the thinking at the top and at
various other levels even within the Pakista-
ni establishment. It can at some stage be-
come a classic case of the left hand not
knowing what the right hand is doing!

Access to Indian and South Asian journal-
ists to freely travel within Pakistan is a case

2 4 MAY 7085 "tmbu

Manmohan Singh and Pervez Musharraf ... pushing
for peace.

in point. In response to a similar unilateral
gesture by India, Gen. Musharraf an-
nounced a reciprocal measure at a confer-
ence in Lahore in November 2004. Till date
there is no movement on the
announcement.

At the latest SAFMA conference here
when the organisers reminded Gen. Mush-
arraf of his November promise, he looked at
the Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood
Kasuri present on the same dais. “We are all
for it. The Ministry of Interior needs to be
instructed,” he told the Pakistan President
amidst peals of laughter from the audience.

Gen. Musharraf’s formulation on the need
for India and Pakistan to grasp the historic
opportunity thrown up by “fleeting mo-
ments” and that too within the tenures of
their current leadership also raises some
questions. “I personally feel it (grasping the
fleeting moment) should be done within the

tenures of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and myself. There is harmony and under-
standing between the Indian Prime Minister
and myself — this is a big difference between
now and the past — therefore, I believe that
this is a fleeting moment, which we must
seize for sake of future of the two countries
and South Asia. The fleeting moments in
history are not available every time — they
come and go — the governments and leaders,
who grasp them, create history,” Gen. Mush-
arraf said.

Very laudable thoughts. However the
moot question is could an understanding
between the two leaders, however powerful,
be translated into permanent peace at the
earliest because of the fear that such a mo-
ment might not last? Should not the under-
standing between the two leaders be
cemented by involvement of people at vari-
ous levels?
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Mutti supports
Pervez call for
J&K autonomy

HTC & Agencies “-"r' o
Islamabad, May 21 o

JAMMU AND KASHMIR chief
minister Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed on Saturday welcomed Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-
raf’s detailed blue print to re-
solve the Kash-

“ AR

demlhtarlsed w1th max1mum
self-governance”.

Musharraf also set a time
frame for a solution to the long-
standing issue. He said history
offered only “fleeting moments”
to resolve complex issues like
Kashmir. The prevailing inter-

national atmos-

mir dispute.

The chief min-
ister said
Musharraf’s sug-
gestion of auton-
omy was a step in
the right direc-
tion and would
benefit people on
both sides of the
LoC. But, he said
peace was a pre-
requisite for the
success of the
peace  process. f
“Violence has to &
come to an end,”
Mufti added.

Meanwhile, the
Hurriyat moderates chose a
guarded response, saying they
would be flexible in their ap-
proach for a “durable solution”
and give their reaction in a day or
two. However, the leader of the
hardline faction of Hurriyat, Say-
eed Ali Shah Geelani rejected the
offer outright, saying “maximum
self governance is not a perma-
nent solution to Kashmir issue”.

“No solution that is not in ac-
cordance with wishes and aspira-
tions of people of J&K would be
acceptable,” he said. Geelani said
Kashmir was not a territorial dis-
pute between India and Pakistan,
which the two countries could de-
cide without taking state’s repre-
sentatives into confidence.

Earlier, addressing a gathering
of parliamentarians and journal-
ists from SAARC countries in Is-
lamabad, Musharraf had said
“The solution to the Kashmir dis-
pute lies in making borders irrel-
evant and creating an area that is

- 2005

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed

phere as well as
improved rela-
tions between the
two countries of-
fered “ideal op-
portunity” for
him and Prime
Minister Manmo-
han Singh to re-
solve it, he added.

‘A solution

in complete har-
mony and under-
standing with the

Prime Minister,”
he said. Musharraf also said
that a solution had to be found,
as there was no guarantee that
future leaders of the two coun-
tries would continue the process
with same spirit.

UK arms hoost for Pak

Britain and Pakistan have
agreed to boost intelligence and
defence collaboration under a
memorandum of understanding
signed in Islamabad this week.

India has been a far bigger
market for British arms. But the
agreement, signed by Sir Kevin
Tebbit, top official at the min-
istry of defence, and his Pak-
istani counterpart, Lieutenant
General Ali Muhammad Jan, sig-
nals the UK government’s inten-
tion to increase arms exports to
India’s nuclear neighbour and
the west’s ally in the “war
against terror”.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



¢ aSed uo ja0daa soyjouy
‘wapue} ul 08 03 UONJOSAT 101}
-UOD pue SED 243 pajuem oH
“Jouinq oeq ayi uo ind Fuwog
SeMm ONSsi HWYSEY 91 SINGD
Sunuowopdunr jo oweu 2y
ul jeyl uespyed ui suoisudyal
-dde a1om 219y} pres JeireysSnN
‘Uan) ‘saInseaw SuIpINg-o0udp

-juod dfowl Junenprur uQ
-urds wes oyl Y ssoo04d
9y} aNUNUOd pinom SALIUNCD
oM} 3yl JO SIapRI[ AIning ey
39juTIEng OUu SEm 2I9Y) ISNEIAq

ouOop 3q 01 PAPIAU N ples S
‘pies Jeleysny

‘w0 | ‘s19pes] [piuapoul (Y3UIS
I(] pue Jaswiy) om} 9ssi)
JO 2Imny 2y} INOQe mouy Jou
S30p AU 'PISpUl Wk AW}
JO pury SwWos 9JBdIpUI S0P pIes
Jary | jeym g ynogip Area
s1 Jey) 9gABIA "sAep pue syjuow
JO swira) ur umop J Aep Apouns
AI19A 1,UBD QU0 AjjROnSi[Eal puw
Aqreonoead 1eyy Aes | Aew ‘opis
{uvipu]) INOA U0 SINIAIISUDS
JO MIIA UI “JOAMOH “JWel] Juwir)
Aue 0} paulpul 5q pnom I,
"JUDWUIIA0F UBIpU] o4}
01 1d aq pinoys uonsanb a3
pies jeseysnjy ‘usf) ‘swely

ILd — 'Ples [elauar) au} /UBlSEd PUE BIPU| YIm swes

ayy 51 Y ‘pajdwed) s1eb sseib ayy ‘ano) axew 1o 1y sjueydaje UsUm,
S|qelIEAR SI UBISHE JO puBY 8y 18yjebo) dejd uea em ing obuey Joj pjo
00} 9q Aews oM} am Jeyl wiy pio} | ‘obue) o) om) spasu ) Aes Aays ysibu3
uj 'spuey om} yum depo ued noA Aes Aeu npan L 1ey) ybuis Jq piol |,
1ye(] O} 1IsiA jusoas sty Businp ybuig ueyowueN

1Q Pio} Jelreysny Juapisald Jeyiabo deo 1sea) Je ued Aay jey) Joj

P|0 00} aJe oM} BU} Jl Ing ‘0Buey 0} oM} savey i — 02 Ae ‘QvavINYISI

Anp sn jaj ~-obun} o} pjo oo},

Jurysey Joj

<

4

E

awrl B pajuem 2y Iayloym
isijeuanof ueipuj ue Aq paysy
‘pies oy |, ‘JrosAw
pue ySui§ i1 Jo 2inudl YL
Bunmnp aq Isnw (uonnos) 11,
* 1 9A[0$21 0} YSuIg UBYOWURIA
I(] I9ISIUI QW puR Wiy 10}
Luunoddo jeapy,, ue paiopo

o 2o 2 Y M

- -

$ILIUNOI 0M] 3Y] UIIMIBY SUOH
-v]a1 paacidul se [jam se a1ayd
-soue [puoneuinul Jueasrd
oy} puk IWYsed I SINss
xo[dwod 2Aj0S31 01 sjudw
-ow funoay, AUO PpoIdyo
AI01SH] PIES JRIIBUSNA “USD)

. JUBAD[OLIL

ueAdjel Bujwosaq

saliepunoq pue
Japioq uauewiad
e sk Do Ay}

jo Ajjiqeidasoeun ayy
uo pueis s.ueyshjed

‘slapioq o Buimesp-as
OUu UO pue;s s.eipu|

pujw u; Buidaay punoy
aq 0} pey uoin|os v

Suiodsaq SAUEPUNOG S1 ey
quawolr)s Pyl oyl ui sl 1
‘301 UT "9SHU0IdIOD B Ul 219Gym
-owos $31] uonnjos Yy, -sjurod
-pueis SUGOIUOd dUe ISIY],,
“JURASJA.LI FUHLODD( SR
-punog pue 1piogq jusueudd
B se DO ay1 jo Angerdeoorun
a1} UO puE)s S,UBISIYR ‘SIopIOq
o1 jJo Buimeip-ol Ou U0 puels
seipuy puiu ur Surdsay punog
54 01 peY UOnRN|OS B pies 9
“nuwrysey jo aidoad
ay) pue urisiye ‘BIpuj pasnes
1Rl LWYSEY U0 Payowal aq
PINOD UONRNIOS B JRY) HIPPUOD
KA sem 2y Inq SuIsnyuod,
punos 1S ‘Yiim 1els 0] ‘seapl
SIy pres Juapisald dYyj ‘uoly
-JuAUL INOY-0M) ALIRDOU B U]
“UOIBI]24 JO SISBq dY) U0 anssl
LWyseEy 2y} JO Uonnjos B 1no
papnd 2y owy 381y ay) Ajqeqoad
s1 syl nq suolSar Fusuell
~JHUDP INOgE uoNods 1quIsAON
ut pey Iaped| lueisiyed aup
‘piEs 24 JUBAI[OLL

19p10y 2Y) 2yBW O} UODE DO
oyl pue osueypwap ‘sydoad
0} 3DURUISA0G-}[os wWnUIXew
mojqe ‘uoidal e Anuapr of,,
" SIS
-eq [puoiai ‘siseq s,01doad e uo
3G pinoys (uonnjos ) 11, :pies
JeLIBUYSNJA] ‘USO) ‘2IdYy saliun
-02 UBISY YINOS Iayjo pue ue)si
-yed ‘vIpu] woJj sisieurnol pue
sueLiejuswelpred SuissAIppy
* SIseq snordijar Aue,, uo
3Q 10U PO ANSSI PAXIA SY) 01
HOLN]OS ® ples 10ped] uesnied
oY) . S[ENUIPILD IB[nads 1Ay}
JO SOINIADISUDS S IpU] puels
-1apun op oM, eyl suneig
‘siseq snoigd
-[{21 B UO PIAIYIL 3q 10U PINoOd
ANSSE IWYSEY] Oyl ©1 uonNnjos
e eyl Jyduoy pres Jeleysnp
ZIALDd  JUOPISOIg  (.$INIAN
-[SUDS,, S.BIpU[ Suldpoimouydy
— 07 Aey ‘AVEAVINVISI

eIpU| JO 1SNI] SS8id

pise uoiSiau synd 7aAIdd

THE STATESMAN

24 MY 2009



"Indus Treaty
has never been

' violated: PM
et L Vo

NewDelhi, May 12 1p

ASSERTING THAT India had
never violated the Indus Water
Treaty, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Thursday said the
government was preparing to
provide all the information and
technical details that might be
required by the World Bank neu-
tral experts to make a compre-
hensive assessment of the Bagli-
har hydro-power project in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

After Pakistan sought its arbi-
tration, the World Bank earlier
this week named Swiss national
Prof. Raymond Lafitte as its neu-
tral expert to resolve the dam is-
sue. Singh noted that, under the
terms of the 1960 Treaty, the
World Bank was obliged to ap-
point a neutral expert even if
one of the parties made a repre-
sentation.

“We had felt that a reference to
the World Bank (by Pakistan)
was pre-mature because further
technical discussions - between
our experts could have led to a
narrowing of differences”, he
said in the Lok Sabha during a
special discussion on foreign af-
fairs.

Singh said he had conveyed to
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf if Islamabad could
come up with “convincing and
technically” verifiable objection
to any aspect of the project, In-
dia would be willing to consider
“appropriate design modifica-
tions”. India, he said, had never
violated the treaty, which has
stood the test of time for the past
45 years. “We intend to adhere to
the treaty in letter and in spirit”,
Singh added.

PTI
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