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Indo-Pak talks: US does
+?.4 fine balancing act

By Jal Taraporevala/TNN

e call issued by US secretary of state
Condoleezza Rice to India and Pakistan
to sustain the momentum of the peace

process has again highlighted Washington’s
strategic calculations in bal- ' :

ancing its relationship with
the two South Asian nations.
The statement is scarcely co-
incidental coming as it does
following the visit of Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf to New
Delhi and as part of the grad-
ual buildup to President
George Bushs trip to the
subcontinent later this year
or early next.

Washington’s increasing
efforts to build on the eco-
nomic foundation of its links
with New Delhi by forging
closer ties in the defence, nu-
clear and space fields should
be interpreted in terms of
multiple objectives. The purpose is to develop
synergies with India in the hitech sector,
counter China’s growing economic and geopo-
litical clout and reduce Islamabad’s negotiating
leverage in the bilateral US-Pak relationship.

At the same time, by maintaining a fairly

General Pervez Mun'a} and
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh in New Delhi last week

substantial aid and defence programme with
Pakistan, the US is seeking to retain the sup-
port of the Musharraf administration for its
ongoing war on terror and place indirect
pressure on both Islamabad and New Delhi to
keep up the search for normalising relations.
-  EKven so, there are politi-
cal and tactical reasons
1 which suggest that the US
will not want to get openly
1 involved in trying to resolve
the substantive questions
in the Indo-Pak dispute. Af-
| ter all, the Bush adminis-
tration which has generally
pursued a reactive policy on
the Indo-Pak question, can
hardly be expected to adopt
a pro-active approach at a
time when the implementa-
= tion of confidence-building
measures has, for the pres-
ent, helped stabilize the situ-
ation in South Asia. More
important, the reluctance of
the US to get more actively involved is a re-
flection of its preoccupation with events in
Iraq, Iran, North Korea and West Asia and
the diplomatic risks of playing the role of a
facilitator in a dispute which has defied so-
lution for almost five decades.
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mohan takes note of hurdles

Our Political Bureau
\ 'NEW DELHI 20 APRIL

RME Minister Manmohan Singh,
P who struck a cautious note on the

engagement with Pakistan, said on
Wednesday India remains “conscious of
the difficulties ahead”. Dr Singh, who ac-
knowledged that the threat to the peace
process from terrorist organisations was
rea), asked Pakistan to implement its as-
surances in letter and spirit.

“While am satisfied with the progress
achieved in our talks during the visit we
should remain conscious of the difficulties
ahead,” the Prime Minister said in his
statement on President Pervez Mushar-
raf’s visit. He said the difficult issues that
divide the two countries have bedevilled
relations for far too long to hope for an
immediate resolution.

On the threat of terrorists he said, “Imen-
tioned to President Musharraf that the whole
process of serious and sustained dialogue
hinges on building an atmosphere of trust
and confidence, free from violence and ter-
ror. We look forward to Pakistan implement-
ingits assurances in letter and spirit”.

On the visit of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao,
he said it had important outcomes like the
agreement on the political parameters and
guiding principles for the settlement of the In-
dia-China boundary question and the desire to
pro-actively resolve outstanding differences.

GOOD FAITH

Monday at the end of the Pakistani Presi-
dent’s visit, the Prime Minister said the reaf-
firmation of the commitments made in the
joint statements of Islamabad and New York
last year addressed “our concerns refating to
terorrism from across the border.” The Mon-
day statement contained a pledge thatterror-
ism would not not be allowed to impede the
peace process. It also underlined the impor-
tance of the peace process and the degree of
improvement in refations between the two
countries, he said.

Asserting that redrawing of boundaries was
not possible, he said both countries have

Referring 1o the joint statement issued on

agreed to pursue further measures to en-
hance interaction across the LoC. Deciar-
ing that India was committed to peace and
friendship with Pakistan, the Prime Minis-
ter said that he and the Pakistan President
agreed that attempts by terrorists to dis-
rupt the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus serv-
ice have been condemned by the two
countries, “giving us confidence for its
continued and successful operation”.

He said the Jammu and Kashmir is-
sue was discussed with President
Musharraf in a “positive” atmosphere
and emphasised that “while redrawing
of boundaries was not possible, all
measures that could bring peoples of
both sides together, including increased
transportation linkages to facilitate
greater traffic of people and trade across
the border and the LoC, would help the
process and create an atmosphere of
mutual trust and confidence”

Recalling that President Musharraf
stressed the importance of addressing the
J&K issue, Dr Singh said the Pakistani
leader, however, also agreed that the confi-
dence building process between the two
countries had made significant progress.
“We both felt that this process would contin-
ue to contribute to promoting a general
sense of trust and understanding in our two
countries, which in turn would be con-
ducive to creating the environment for a
just, fair and mutually acceptable solution to
all outstanding issues,” he said.

+ along Indo-Pak peace route
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Threat to peace process
not eliminated: Manmohan

"Terror-free atmosphere vital for sustained talks’,, }

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, today said in
Parliament that the threat to the
peace process (with Pakistan)
from extremist forces and ter-
rorist organisations had not
been eliminafed and that the
whole process of serious and
sustained dialogue hinged on
building an atmosphere of trust
and confidence, free from vio-
lence and terror.

Dr. Singh said while India was
committed to peace and friend-
ship with Pakistan, the difficult
issues that divided both the na-
tions had bedevilled relations
for far too long to hope for an
immediate resolution. “We look
forward to Pakistan implement-
ing their assurances in letter and
spirit,” he said in suo motu state-
ment made in both the Houses
on the recent visits of the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, and the Chinese Premier,
Wen Jiabao.

Describing the talks with Gen.
Musharraf during his visit from
April 16 to 18 as “substantive,”
Dr. Singh said that on the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir he told
the Pakistan President that
while redrawing of boundaries
was not possible, all measures
that could bring people together,
including increased transporta-

S b

= "Substantive” talks with Musharraf

) \\' ‘)(/vv‘\

# Joint Statement meant to move bilateral ties forward

# Global, strategic character of ties with China

« Sikkim no fonger an “issue”

tion linkages to facilitate greater
traffic of people and trade across
the border and the Line of Con-
trol, would help create mutual
trust and confidence.

- Gen. Musharraf did stress the
importance of addressing the
Jammu and Kashmir issue.
However, he also agreed that the
confidence-building process be-
tween the two countries had
made significant progress. Both
felt that this process would pro-
mote trust and understanding
which would be conducive in
creating an environment for a
“Just, fair and mutually accept-
able solution to all outstanding
issues.” Referring to the Joint
Statement signed with President
Musharraf, Dr. Singh said it was
meant to move the bilateral rela-
tionship forward. There was
agreement on several forward-
looking measures including res-
toration of rail link between
Khokhrapar and Munabao on
the heels of the Srinagar-Muzaf-

farabad bus service despite ter-
rorist threats and the terrorist
suicide attack on the Srinagar
Tourist Reception Centre.

He said both sides reviewed
the progress made in the bilater-
al relations through confidence-
building measures and people-
to-people contacts. India con-
veyed the importance it attached
to enhanced bilateral economic
and commercial cooperation
and to the need to multiply ben-
eficial linkages of trade and tran-
sit, including the gas pipeline.

Milestone pact with China

With China, the Prime Minis-
ter said that despite the signing
of the “milestone” agreement on
the Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles for the Set-
tlement of the India-China
Boundary ‘Question, both sides
were quite some distance away
from a final boundary settle-
ment. In the meantime, both
sides agreed to strictly respect

THE INCU

and observe the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), maintain peace
in the border areas and expedite
the work of clarification and
confirmation of the LAC.

Sikkim was no longer an “is-
sue” in India-China relations.
Chinaregarded Sikkim as an “in-
alienable part of India” and the
joint statement signed between
both the countries explicitly re-
ferred to “Sikkim State of the
Republic of India.”

The Chinese side officially
handed over to India a revised
map showing Sikkim within the
international boundaries of In-
dia. The Joint Statement cod-
ifled the consensus that
India-China relations had tran-
scended bilateral issues and ac-
quired a global and strategic
character. Both the sides agreed
on reforms in the U.N. system.
China said it supported India’s
desire to play an active role in
the U.N. and in international af-
fairs.

In the Lok Sabha, the Prime
Minister was continuously in-
terrupted by Tapir Gao (BJP),
who wanted to know whether
the status of Arunachal Pradesh
figured in talks with Mr. Jiabao.

Instead of clarifications, BJP
members in Rajya Sabha sought
a full-fledged discussion on the

Prime Minister’s fit, to
which the gove agreed.
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Pus ing peace

: "\\:\
| A mell;\)ﬁwedI Musharraf comes call‘h\Lg\

ndia got to see a different face of General Musharraf this

time. At the Agra summit in 2001 he was all belligerence,
justifying, at the infamous editors’ breakfast meet, the use of
terror tactics and consequent harm to civilians as légitimate
means for Kashmiri militant goals. This time he prayed for
peace at the Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti shrine in Ajmer, one
of the biggest shrines for sufis in South Asia, and jehadj
hardliners reject Sufi Islam as being soft and pacifist.
Symbolism apart, there is substance in the joint statement
by the two sides, which declared the peace process to be
“irreversible.” Confidence-building measures have been
boosted, with the two sides agreeing to increase the
frequency of the Srinagar-Muzzatarabad bus service, allow
trucks carrying goods to ply the same route, and set up
further routes between Poonch-Rawalakot and Khokrapar-
Munabao. Besides, with the setting up of a Joint Economic
Commission, trade between the two countries will get a
boost. Musharraf has, in the main agreed to Delhi’s
suggestion that because differences between the two will not
be resolved overnight, they should move tforward on issues
where there is agreement while discussing issues where
there isn’t. This is a significant improvement and the only
practicable way forward.

The joint statement appears to have been held up for a
day, one of the sticking points being Delhi’s insistence that
the counter-terror pledge contained in the January 2004
declaration signed in Islamabad, which does not allow terro-
rist activities from Pakistani controlled territory, should be
reiterated. Delhi appears to have succeeded as the final
statement mentions the issue, albeit indirectly; it asserts that
commitments made in previous declarations such as the
January 2004 one stand reaffirmed. Islamabad too, got what
it wanted — Dethi has committed to discussing Jammu and
Kashmir, with the objective of moving towards a final settle-
ment, Unlike Agra, which was marked by lack of prepara-
tion, Delhi burnt the proverbial midnight oil on this one,
and the results showed. Musharraf has been gracious
enough to drop in on both Vajpayee and Advani, even
though they are in the oppasition now. An ulterior motive
may be suspected — cnsuring that the BJP doesn’t queer
the pitch for the peace process — but even if this is the case
it suggests that Musharraf has learnt to play the con-
summate diplomat instead of being the commando leader
he appeared to be on his last visit.

Disguised as a visit to watch a cricket match, the informal
summit between Musharraf and Indian leaders may mean
that the two countries will at last acquire the mutual confi-
dence to play cricket, instead of cops-and-robbers or blind
man’s buff, in their relations with each other.

-
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" Peace Dividend

Indians, Pakistanis Feel Conflict Is Counterproductive

- ‘\ By Amitabh Mattoo 1
oA A

It 1% udpa y only the politically naive who
are optimistic about the future of India’s
relations with Pakistan. The terms “endur-
ing rivalry”, “protracted discord” and
“communal conflict in armour” have become
part of the global political vocabulary
because of the depressing saga of India-
Pakistan ties. But can the Manmohan
Singh-Pervez Musharraf recent meeting
undo the damage of the last half-century? Is
the peace process now really irreversible?

There are no easy answers, but the good
news is that India’s prime minister and
Pakistan’s president can derive strength
from the gradual transformation that is
taking place in public opinion, in elite
awareness and in the larger objective condi-
tions. In other words, there is a unique coali-
tion of forces creating an opportune climate
for peace. Consider the evidence.

First, and most important, there is wide-
spread acceptance within the political estab-
lishments of the two countries that military
means cannot bring any tangible benefits.
What had been obvious to strategic analysts
after the nuclearisation of India
and Pakistan in 1998 seems to
have now been internalised by
those who matter in New Delhi
and Islamabad. It took, however,
the Kargil war, Operation
Parakaram and a number of
simulated military exercises to
finally bring home this realisa-
tion. What is equally heartening
is the growing recognition
within Pakistan that “proxy
war” and the use of terror, vio-
lence and religious extremism in
Jammu and Kashmir are not only globally
unacceptable, but are counterproductive in
almost every way. In sum, hard power can no
longer be used by either India or Pakistan to
earn major political dividends. It may not,
therefore, be foolhardy to declare the end of
war in South Asia if the violence continues
to decline in Jammu and Kashmir.

Second, the political constituency for
peace in South Asia has never been stronger.
While in Jammu and Kashmir — located at
the cutting edge of the conflict — the senti-
ment for peace is overwhelming, there is a
strong movement all over the subcontinent
for better bilateral relations, particularly
among the youth. Almost every opinion

‘survey of South Asia’s “Gen Next” has

revealed that they seek economic freedom and
greater opportunities to carve out a niche in
the global marketplace. Not even a small per-
centage of respondents sees any advantage
accruing from political tension and military
rivalry between Islamabad and New Delhi.
The fact is that the peace constituency has
expanded much beyond the peaceniks and the
“candlelight vigils” to include the ordinary
Indian and Pakistani. The ghost of Partition
may finally be on the verge of being exorcised.

Third, globalisation demands greater
unity in South Asia. It is clear that
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globalisation offers threats and opportuni-
ties. It is equally clear that an economically
integrated and politically stable South
Asia is better equipped to face up to the
challenges of globalisation. Every sensible
economist knows that a “united” South Asia
will not just work to the advantage of India,
but equally so for Pakistan. In contrast, fur-
ther divisions and continued disunity will
disadvantage the people of the region. Poli-
tical pragmatism and economic prudence
thus call for a new relationship based on the
prime minister’s vision of a South Asia
where there is a “free movement of ideas,
people, goods and services” across borders.

Finally, let us face it, India cannot entirely
bypass its neighbourhood, and Pakistan
cannot keep holding India back. In other
words, India’s march to great power status
would be quicker if it was at peace with its
neighbourhood. For Pakistan, a harmonious
relationship with India would generate
tremendous opportunities and position it
finally as a moderate, liberal Islamic state. But
even with continued hostility India would
finally move on. Hence, both India’s ambitions
and Pakistan’s goals could be most efficiently
achieved by a stable political
relationship between them.

What should be the recipe
for moving the peace process
forward? One, expand the
constituencies for peace by
including stakeholders from
all sections of the polity and
society. Create new avenues of
cooperation, especially in the
softer areas. The real challenge,
of course, is to see what
incentives could be provided to
Pakistan’s army in order to
ensure that it does not have a vested interest
in continued enmity. But this too is not an
impossible task given the right blend of
political imagination and determination.

Two, open up institutions, markets and
societal spaces to groups and people from
both sides. Let businessmen, scholars,
artists, journalists become agents of change
by being allowed to live, work or study any-
where in India or Pakistan. Three, further
delegitimise violence, the use of force and
extremism through commonly agreed to
legal, political and social measures.

Finally, the dialogue must be sustained at
all costs. The dialogue and the peace process
will encounter many hurdles, especially in
the next few months. But it must go on.
And for the dialogue to become effective, it
must be solidly institutionalised. For this to
happen, new structures and multiple
channels must be created.

The truth is that hard power and hard
borders have failed to resolve the India-
Pakistan conflict for 58 years. In contrast,
soft power and soft borders may have the
capability of transforming the relationship
in a way that issues of territory, identity
and resources can be resolved to the benefit
of all the people of the subcontinent.

The writer is vice-chancellor, Jammu University.
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NEW DELHI, April 18.
-— The Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, today
said he was highly satisfied
with the “productive and
positive” results of his dis-
cussions with Pakistan
President General Pervez
Musharraf. ,

And in an effort to
break the deadlock on
Baglihar, Dr Singh offered
to change the dam’s design
structure, if Pakistan gave
concrete proof that it vio-
lated the Indus Waters
Treaty.

However, in a glaring
omission there was no ref-
erence to the Baglihar
dam in the joint statement
issued today.

The Prime Minister
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. /PM offers to r
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. Establishment of the KhoidxraparMunabacmﬂlmkbﬂ
January2006 More buses and trucks planned on the
Srinagar-Muzatfarabad route. Bus services befween Poonch
and Rawalkol and between Amyitsar and Lahore on the anvil.
.. Pakistan to open consulate in Mumbai, india in Karachi.

... More points along the LoC where families can meet.
.. Cooperation in the petroleum sector.
.. Pakistani students will be allowed admissions to institutes

ef technology and

management.
=. Will try to settie Sir Creek and Siachen problems.

offered to reserve seats for
Pakistani students in tech-
nology and management
institutes and called for
increasing  cooperation
between scientists.
Speaking to editors on
the conclusion of General
Musharraf’s visit, Dr
Singh, however, cautioned
that the road ahead “may
be difficult”, but he said

both countries had
evolved a “certain amount
of commonality”.

“There is no single royal
road to success but we are
moving forward. We can-
not resolve problems in
one meeting. We have
evolved a certain amount
of commonality,” Dr
Singh said.

Referring to Kashmir,

THE STATESMAp

1gn Bagllhar

Dr Singh iterated that ter-
ritorial disputes could not
be resolved immediately,
but the solution could be
made “more amenable to
reason”,

“I do not know what the
ultimate solution will be,”
he said, adding that the
two countries had em-

- barked on a process to

promote people-to-people
contacts, trade and other
confidence-building mea-
sures out of which “a new
sense of inter-dependence
will emerge”.

Calling for a step-by-
step and people-centred
approach, the Prime
Minister said lowering
restrictions on the flow of
goods and people would
probably lead to the time
“to look dispassionately at
territorial issues”.
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JOINT STATEMENT LASHES O AT TERROF{ISM

Kashmn‘ cleft in

- peace palate

Statesman ﬁws Service

NEW DELHI, April 18. — After a
weekend of bonhomie and warmth,
Monday blues brought out the differ-
ences in the core issue between India
and Pakistan — Kashmir. India’s
stand on no redrawing of borders was
rejected by General Pervez Mush-
arraf, who said the Line of Control
could not be the permanent solution.

Exorcising the ghost of Agra, the
Indo-Pak joint statement, released
today, called for a final settlement to
Kashmir. The statement, read out by
the Prime Minister with the Pakistan
President, said the peace process was
“irreversible” and would not be
allowed to be impeded by terrorism.

It included promises to increase the
the  Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service, allow
trucks to ply on that route and to
open additional routes like between
Poonch and Rawalkot and Amritsar
and Lahore and more cooperation
along the LoC. It also reaffirmed
commitments made in the 6 January
2004 and 24 September 2004 joint
statements.

Speaking to editors over breakfast
at Taj Mansingh hotel, Gen. Mush-
arraf said the LoC or a soft border
could not be accepted as the final
solution. He said a solution to the
Siachen issue could be found, but the
maps of the two countries required to
be changed with regard to the Actual
Ground Position Line from the last
point Northern Junction 9842.

Unless Kashmir is resolved it
can erupt in the future under
a different leadership and
in different environment... Right
now, we have a very good
relationship with PM Manmohan
Singh but nobody is
permanent in this world.

{There’s) no single royal road to
success, but we are
moving forward.

He said a solution to the Sir Creek
issue could be found as it boiled only
down to deciding where the boundary
between the two countries lay. He
accepted that a “rigid time-frame”
couldn’t be set to resolve the Kashmir
dispute, but insisted it could be
resolved within a “reasonable time”.

For a lasting peace with India,
solution to the Kashmir issue has to
be found, he said. “Unless the Kash-
mir dispute” was resolved it can
erupt “in the future under different
a leadership and in different envi-
ronment (in the two countries)”.
“Right now, we have a very good
relationship with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. But nobody is
permanent in this world,” he said.

He again made the point that India
as the larger country should show
magnanimity. Gen.«~ Musharraf
stressed that a military option on
Kashmir was not on the table. He said
nobody would be allowed to disrupt

Kargil hero’s sell-out’

JAMMU, April 18. — Hurriyat hardiiner
Syed Ali Shah Geelani today said the
joint statement did not contain any
proposal to resolve the Kashmir issue.
Four militant groups, Save Kashmir
Movement, Al-Nasreen, Al-Arifeen and
Farzandan-e-Milat, accused President
Pervez Musharraf of a “seli-out on
Kashmir”. In a joint statement, they
stated: “The hero of Kargil, General
Musharraf, has surrendered before
India” — SNS & PTI

the ongoing peace process. Earlier,
the General said he had come with a
“new heart” — naya dil laya hoon —
and had achieved “more than expect-
ed”. The General left for Manila,
after a morning full of action.

Three steps forward,
three steps back?

“The LoC cannot be permanent. The
borders must be made irrelevant. And
(I keep hearing) the boundaries can-
not be altered. Take the three togeth-
er and now discuss the solution,”
President Musharraf said today. But
for his audience back home, e~
seemed to have a different three-
phase in mind, consisting of “broadly
ascertaining” the will of Kashmiris to
“set a broad direction”, evolving a
consensus “through debate and dis-
cussion” and lastly, the top leadership
of India and Pakistan taking a deci-
sion on this basis.

More reports on pages 4 & 10
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- Peace road map is now out of the box

In the joint statement by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and President Pervez
Musharaf lie most of the elements of a roadmap for peace between India and Pakistan.

Siddharth Varadarajan A

i \¢
HE LATEST meeting between
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf is proof of the fact that
in diplomacy — as in cricket — the results of
a high-level encounter are often inversely
proportional to the expectations that pre-
cede it.

If the excitement before the July 2001
Agra summit led to nothing but bitterness
and rancour all around, the days leading up
to Sunday’s path-breaking summit had seen
both sides consciously seeking to talk down
the hype. At an off-the-record briefing a few
hours before the General arrived in New
Delhi, senior Indian officials cautioned that
the impending summit was not really a sum-
mit or even a mini-summit but simply an
occasion for the frank exchange of views.
And yet, what transpired during the 36
hours the Pakistani President was in the
Capital was as momentous as anything the
two countries have seen in recent years.

The joint statement read out by the Prime
Minister in his deadpan style on Monday
morning may seem anodyne to some but
within its terse sentences and paragraphs —
and the call made by General Musharaf and
Dr. Singh in separate meetings with the
press to make existing borders irrelevant —
lie most of the elements of a roadmap for
peace between India and Pakistan.

No turning back

Though the two sides wisely avoided for-
mally capturing the notion of soft borders —
the concept needs to be fleshed out and
debated adequately in both countries — the
joint statement is noteworthy in six re-
spects. First, it stresses the irreversibility of
the peace process now under way. The two
Governments are saying that come what
may, there will be no turning back from what
has been achieved so far — the resumption
and enhancement of cross-border traffic and
people-to-people contact, including sports,
and the ceasefire along the Line of Control
and up in the Siachen Glacier. The self-im-
posed quarantine India brought about by
cutting all air, raid and road links following
the December 13, 2001 terrorist attack on
Parliament will, hopefully, never again be
repeated.

Secondly, it says that terrorism will not be
allowed to disrupt the relationship. The spe-
cific formulation is worth noting: “The two
leaders pledged that they would not allow
terrorism to impede the peace process.” Ter-
rorism, here, is no longer a stick for India to
beat Pakistan with but a problem which con-
fronts both countries equally. If the state-
ment implies that Islamabad will continue
to work to ensure terrorist incidents are not
planned or launched from territories it con-
trols, New Delhi, too, has undertaken not to
over-react to the odd terrorist incident that
might still take place.

In other words, India and Pakistan have
jointly resolved not to give terrorists the
right to veto the peace process through dra-
matic acts of violence.

Thirdly, the statement stresses that the
purpose of having discussions on the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir is to reach a “final
settlement.” In contrast, the September 24,
2004 statement issued in New York spoke of
“possible options for a peaceful, negotiated
settlement of the issue,” while the January
6, 2004 joint statement spoke of the “peace-
ful settiement of all bilateral issues, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir, to the satisfaction
of both sides.” However, the reference in the

. latest statement to a ‘final settlement,
though refreshing, is hardly new; it is, in fact,
taken directly from the Shimla Agreement of
July 2,1972, Clause 6 of which commits both
Governments “to discuss further the mod-
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CLASP OF FRIENDSHIP: Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh after making the
Jjoint statement at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Monday. PHOTO: V.SUDERSHAN.,

alities and arrangements for the establish-
ment of durable peace and normalization of
relations, including the questions of prison-
ers of war and civilian internees, a final set-
tlement of Jammu and Kashmir and the
resumption of diplomatic relations.” (em-
phasis added)

After conceding the need for such a final
settlement as far back as 1972, India, some-
where along the line, chose to take the view
that this was unnecessary. Reams of paper
have been wasted on futile debates about
whether Kashmir is a core issue or not. By
returning to the Shimla language, India and
Pakistan have wisely agreed to give the
Kashmir issue the importance it actually has
and not remain hostage to the linguistic sen-
sibilities of those who do not know the diplo-
matic history of the bilateral relationship.

Trucks bearing fruit

Fourthly, having stressed the need for a
final settlement, the statement suggests pre-
liminary steps consistent with the notion of
soft borders. Thus, it speaks of further mea-
sures “to enhance interaction and cooper-
ation across the LoC,” including passenger
movement and trade.

Allowing trucks to cross the LoC — pre-
sumably laden with fruit on the outbound,
and Pakistan-made consumer goods on the
inbound -- is a radical leap of faith for both
India and Pakistan as it will eventually allow
the economic geography of the region to
revert to its pre-partition days. The position

of Jammu as an entrepot, not just for the
valley but also Poonch and Rajouri — once
the road to Rawalakot in Pakistan is opened
up (or even the old ‘Mughal Road’ to the
valley) — would be undermined, which could
have unintended consequences for Jammu
and Kashmir.

Fifthly, the joint statement undertakes to
speed up deliverables, such as an agreement

on Siachen and Sir Creek, and strive for
greater business interaction. So long as Pa-
kistan had the impression that India was
using CBMs as a diversionary tactic to avoid
reaching a final settlement on Kashmir, it
was not interested in forward-movement on
trade or fast-tracking the solution of specific
disputes that have readymade agreements
for the taking.

By not shying away from the Kashmir
issue, India has achieved what it wanted: a
Pakistani commitment to put easier prob-
lems on the front-burner.

Sixthly, Dr. Singh and General Musharraf
have not only endorsed the proposed Iran-
Pakistan-India pipeline in the face of U.S.
criticism of the project but also expanded
the scope for energy cooperation between
their two countries.

Given the growing demand for energy in
both Pakistan and India and the need for

South Asia to access Iranian and Central
Asian oil and gas, it is essential that the two
countries start a broad energy dialogue.

Irrelevance of LoC

In his interaction with Indian editors,
General Musharraf reiterated the proposal
for soft borders made by him a few days ago.
It is my belief that the Indian side — our
leadership and the bulk of our media — has
not yet understood the huge shift that the
General’s endorsement of soft borders along
the LoC implies. To drive home the point, he
reminded the editors of Pakistan’s position
that the LoC should not become the border,
India’s position that that there could be no
redrawing of borders and the only possible
via media between these two positions: “The
LoC cannot be permanent, borders must be
made irrelevant and boundaries cannot be
altered. Take the three together and now
discuss the solution,” he said.

A soft border is the only administrative
arrangement that allows India and Pakistan
to maintain their respective de jure or de
facto sovereignties in Kashmir while not
coming in the way of the people of the divid-
ed State enjoying the fruits of a unified terri-
tory. The LoC need not be made permanent
or redrawn; the solution is to make it irrele-
vant. Monday’s joint statement contains six
new elements that will enhance the irrele-
vance of the LoC. Future meetings between
India and Pakistan must find many, many
more.

-
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A positive step for
trade with Pakistan

ne of the pos\t%ze olytcomes of the Manmohan-

Musharraf summit is the decision to set up a Joint

Business Council (JBC) that can provide a mo-

mentum to bilateral trade. The two Federations of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry already have a joint
business commission, but it has not been able to achieve
anything substantial. Official bilateral trade figures are
nothing much to write home about, and the fact that a large
chunk of the trade is either illegal or routed through third
countries speaks volumes about the potential held in check
by politically-inspired barriers. While India has been de-
manding the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status to get the
road blocks to freer trade removed, Pakistan has been harp-
ing on the tariff and non-tariff barriers (NTBs) that it feels
have been hampering exports from that country. Now that a
JBC is to be set up very soon and the joint study group
discussing the MFN issue will be meeting in June to take a
final view, industry and trade are hoping for a breakthrough
before the year ends. AN R

The objective of the JBC and the demand for MFN status
is to increase bilateral trade tenfold, from $ 0.5 billion now
(according to the official data) to about $ 5 billion by 2006.
Given the track record, this may seem a little too ambitious,
but if the two Governments are serious enough in their
endeavour the target should be well within reach. The joint
statement of the two leaders has also spoken of opening up
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad route to truck traffic so as to
Iend substance to the border trade. This is of a piece with the
announcements regarding the resumption of train services
on the Kokhrapar-Munabao route, the operation of buses
with incredsed frequency, and the continuation of serious
talks on building gas pipelines from Iran and Turkmenistan
to India. Enhanced people-to-people contact may create a
greater awareness of travel and trade possibilities and the
kind of products that the other country can provide at
competitive prices.

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) has promptly welcomed the JBC idea. But
its president, Onkar S. Kanwar, has rightly focussed on the
limited list of items that Pakistan has so far been willing to
import from India. Obviously trade volumes cannot build
quickly if a huge list remains banned. FICCI is clear that
infrastructure facilities will have to be developed to give a
push to easy flow of goods across the Wagah border, with
custom-bonded warehouses on either side. In addition to
commeodities and manufactured goods, bilateral trade will
also have to encompass trade in services as India could offer
expertise in areas such as health, and Information Tech-
nology and its related services. The fact that South Asia will
be moving into a Free Trade Area (SAFTA) next year must
propel India and Pakistan to free up trade between them.



2t pue || sebed uo sjiodas oW
01 abed uo jeo)p3

*JUBAJ[A.LII IpRUI 3q
pInoys salrepunoq jey) Surpioy
10q pue Iapioq e se ajqedadde
jou sem DO Y} Jey Juissals
ue)snfeq ‘selrepunoq ur agueyo
ou 9q pnod a1y} Suikes eIpu]
— PassNASIp 3q PINO2 31 YIIyMm Ut
-ym s1ojouresed sy 03 pajurod
9y uoym oapoddsied ur ans
-ST JTuIgsey] ay3 Jo Jusid[iiaes,,
arqssod e Ind jelreysny ‘usn

‘yoroidde

STY UI [ed0JIUM,, JoU Sem Y Jey}

pajerajal ay ‘[3a9] drysiapesy,

ay} je pojpuey aq A[uUo p[nod
ansstIiuysey] ay3 3eyl Sunjels

‘payoad

-X3 pey 9y uey} aI0W Jej dIam

JISIA SIY JO SIUSUIdAdIYDE 3}

Ty} s103tpa uerpu] jo Suliayied
® P10} Jelleysny "uaL) ‘IaljIey

paroadxe ueyy

10U Jej SUIWAIINYIY,,

“ples JUaale)s Y] ,‘S[au
-ueyd onewopdip ysnoayj no
paxiom aq p[nom sojep pedige
Afeminjy], ‘uBISHYEd HSIA O} Jel
-IeYsnA ‘UdD Aq papuaixs uon
-eyaur ue pajdaooe y3ulg Iq
Juorgar
a3 03 Aj11adsoid Jo [aas] JeySiy
B SuULlq puUE SaLIUNOd 0M} 1)
JO Sutaqg-[Pm 9} 0] ANQLIUOD
plnom uore1adood [BRISWIIOD
plE DIUIOUOID PIdUBYUI, ey}
‘padife siopea] om) dY} ‘9007
‘1 Arenuep Aq 9nol, oeqeu
-unpy-Tedenp{oyy 3Y3 Ysiqeiss
-1 0} SAA[sWAY) SUIPIWUIO)
n«.mwgw~
-adid jo onssi oy} uo Jurpnp
-ur 103038 SIY} Ul uoneIadood
aro[dxa,, 03 AeJy Ul 193U P[NOM
$3LIJUNOD 0M] 3Y) JO seH [eIn
-JeN PUE UM3[0139 JO SI9)STUIA
ay} jey} paaife os[e sem }|
<~ Alsnonipadxs,, sonssi 1joq
0} suonnjos a[qejdsdoe Ajfeny
-nwi Surpuy 03 MITA B YNM A[d)e
-IpOWIULL,, SUOISSNOSIP JUIAUOD

ueisnyeJ HSIA 0} uonejaul s)deode ueyowuey ‘31 apaduwil 0] pamo[[e

3]qISIAN3LII

pINoYs SWISIUBYISW  [BUOII)
-1psur SUBSIX9 23 J8Y) paronals
-u1, SIOpEd] Om) SY} ‘UYDEIS
pue Y931 IS JO sanssI 3y} UO
"(uelsnyed MsiA
s1apes| JeALLINH 19] 01 pasige
pey ysulg "Ig ‘Jelreysnp ‘udn
01 3uIpi000Yy) UoNORISIUI [BIN]
-[no pue sagewlig[id ‘apely ‘soIft
-urey papiarp 1oj sjutod Juneaw
peaige Surpnjout DO a3 $50I0
uorjeladood  pue  UOMORId]
-UI 9DUBYUD 0} SAUINSBIW IS 1IN
ansind 0} paaide ospe AdyL,
‘pasife
-uonjesado aq pnom ‘Joxefemey
pue youood usampdq peoy [
-y8ny,, plo a3 uipnpui ‘s93nol
[euolyippy -dpes} ajoword 0}
31001 STY} 3SN 0] PoMO[[e SYITLL]
pue paseaIoul aq p[nom 3IDIAIdS
snq peqerejjeznjp-Ieseulls ay}
Jo Aduanbaiy ayy Jey) pRY i1
‘pres
juowejels oY) ordoad ia1y
0} aoead jo jyauaq 9yl SuLlq 03

pue ssadoad a1} premlo] A11ed 0}.

19139803 3I0Mm 0} UOTIRUIULId}IP
119y} passaldxa pue sUoISsnosIp
oY1 YIIm paysIyes a1om oYL
Juat
-3[}1308 [eUY € 10] JoUURW SU{OO[
-piemioy pue [njesodind pue
3190UIS B UI SUOISSNOSIP 383}
3NUIIU0D 0] PIIIFe pue JIULSeI]
% NUIWE( JO INSST 3Y) passaIppe
SIapes] om} a3 ‘Juuids sty uf,
anssI Jrwysey|

joJ3uo) jo aun
buoje sajjiwey papiAlp
jo sbujjaaw Joj sdajs e

pud Jedl Ag
pauado aq 0} saje|nsuo)
lequiny ‘yoesey ¢

pasijeuoijelado ag 0}
ajnoJ joyejemey-nwwer ¢

907 sso0Joe
pauado aq 0} 3pelj e

214t
-SIDAQIIT MOU Sem ss9001d aoead
a3 Jey} PauIuLIa}ap AL, SONS
-ST [[€ UO S)}[e} SA[jUBISqNS pey
SIOpE9] om) a1} ‘aAnda{qo jey)
SpIEmo} pIemloj AOW 0} anurl
-uod 0} Ayqiqisuodsar aayy Sut
-s1ufooal pue aoead s[qeinp 10}
$OLIJUNO0D 0Mm) a1f) Jo sardoad oy}
JO 211S9p SUNSYMIIAC U} ple
SUOLE[aI Ul JUSTUOIIAUS PaA0Id
-unr ayy Aq pejeard Ayuniiod
-do 21103STY 3y} JO SNOISUOD,,
IOX MAN W F00T VT
Iaqura)dog uo panssialio Ay} pue
peqewe[s] Ul Pansst jusuIdjels
ssa1d jurol ‘007z ‘9 Alenuep sy}
jo oyods juowdels s Aepuop
‘A10]1119) TUBISTHRJ WIOI] WISLIOT
-19} JuaAald 0} JUSUITUIOD ST
JO Jelreysny ‘uoH Surpuruey
‘ue)sIyed 03 [eqUIN Ul 9SNOH
qeuurf 9y} 1aA0 Suipuey Jo M1
aauisod e oye) 03 paaide pry
ygurg "1 yeyy a1ay suostadssaid
uejsiyed Pp[ol Jelleysnjy usn
*1e34 1SB[ UIYE) UOISTOAP B Jusul
-9[durt 03 sssooad |y} uoljow
ur Surpes ‘c00zg Jo pus oy} 4q
TeqUIN[y pue [yoeIey Ul sajens
-1105 119y} uado-a1 0} $aPIs om)
o} PAJIIIIIOD JUSUIB)R)S AL,
ss900ad aoead
oy} opedwt 0] WISLIOLId) MO[[e
10U p[nom,, £3Y) JeY] juauIdlels
jutof e ur pegpeld ‘Jeireysnpy
ZoAXdd  ‘JuapIsald  umispyed
a1} pue ‘YSuig ueouIuey ‘193SI
-UIN QUWLId 94} 901AI3S Snq peq
-pIejezniy-Tedeursg ay} ydnisip
0} sjdwa)ie oY) SUUWAPUO)
*)077 3y} Suore
sar[ruey  papIAIp Jo  Sureswt
ay} 1oy sdays ayel pue Imox
joyR[EMEY-(OU00] D07
-suel) 9y} uado ‘peqelejjezniy
pue refeurig uedmlaq syoNL}
Fumore £q [oU0D JO AUIT Y}
$s0J1or apea) uado 03 paaige L9,
9[QISISARLII MOU, Sem SoLI)
-UNod 0M} dY} Udamlaq ssad0ad
aoead ayj 1eyl ABPUOIN UO paul|
-1opun uejsp{ed PUe BIPUJ ‘PIem
-10j deo[ 1ead8 e UT :H1IA MIN

yeneg ywy

- = -

LIVHE AJ3rvd (0LOHd - Dipuy fo unoj Abp-aa.ay} u.\o pua ay1 v Wjaq MaN Quodny woppd 3y}
0 Appuopy uo Jjomaunf sp1q forpysnpy zaalad juapisaid upisiivd YIHLI90L AMOLSIH VK S. 11

mou

(4

ny

9( J0U [[IM WSLIOLIDJ,,

S| $$990.1d 99e3g



AN2DABAZAR

W

Wrd\'osl A

TG (9 @ Jifn

>q @fem: ayEEe orem
' TE (s s
TGO 7T, A (STE CIFE
gl e e @Bres
! st Giime fofi g ar
PR TETIR wl ArEfREE | vy
©I-E T, AT BRE I
Toite FoeAfes 519 R T
PP Q BAE IEH (@, TR
% MAAH] 77, @ A9 5% 779
xRy e
=T oA e e AFIE
28 I AT (AT 1o
TAEl AN (& AR (B
TN (W @, ARSI 98 T

S FMATZ AW ST
w337 ooy oot AR A
TITOS NG A Ny 47
I TEWAR  (AF SN
HTe PN (AN Peafecem,
&6 W15 77, FriE 2@ aQam
;) SEnaR elfguy
Tlawe @eras A 3@
enifiraferEm o)

Q I OO ATCA HTE
9= RErm Aeey oS T90e
5| foff raferew, srfa Moy
OIS ¢ AW ToNdER
Tashafe Bfes w93
‘e TSl ) Apstonf,
(B (P CFTq 4 TN 0y
(S Y, Grafie fewm mars

cufgem 6 92 gwige

PATRIKA

18 1Pe 2005

e AT

e AfE TTh|
HITHE SIATST 71 (TP W~
ASTeT AT, T AT wwe Preg
G facTiot ey @3 e ois
AfSfifivmrs Fiea wgm Ftan
BCE (| 47 e e ] oy
fafem M4 2ot Frdia s
T wTEE gl

TR Pirg-aege e
At o, FiRe g e
T W o s ¢
AT 7o PR YA
T 2T NI 2w woa
TR SRR FeEA| W
AT 5P 93 AP A
AW W iy
wfowre prafee | [ aefimem,

iz = @ FifS il enifiag
e FA ICE T Piwrw Fw )
9% FACT THGE  TACHRAE
R, “Siar o 2w s
iR ity @w oot e
+{f{RITR7 FF U A |1”
frcalee | o ©iR MR i s
evE Solen Biezg @ o
g I | mew
TR F=IF Wiae 947 908
R4 IR, G-I
Tifey Tenfs Tenn) 7a [
Q (@ G S TP |

oA AE ST 79 o
GTARTER, ©4T 7oATHS (BTN
fost Sig1 Ffél graR =17 G
fEG RO e AC ECR C Tl e e

® T o

1

ore fegres gare e @,
fofz @it woife) wam
P frere IPR BT ewiey
#8598 WS RARER | oR”
IR O] WS (TS A0 P
srr-Frgrs | ST e srfiE-
FAIHIF ARG -5 Aoy W
HITEABR ATS B w1 5/ 55~
47 HtF itE2 Sl vieel
SIS AINCS 77|
(N (AT Sy J7 ST o
TERHIR | W Fiey =
A FITHRE 7 a2 T =27 5
TS| O (AR (T, AT
IS SiEfgem e waface
BIREIE 71 S8 726wy fof
G 7 s e

-
e

39 AfRfE. PeiieF- ST (TR (AR ARSRATEE SO T
*l R o3 BIICAIeH 5o e @ Syt st | i 5130,
e Rgfors TR Sme Age | #ifFem wire 91fe 71 51 %7
ST 4R AT (90 Pvafest o M w1 @ A (on g oI
TRIFI (T (73, ©f W] (IR S1eTTOZ A1 fooedt 7 'wee wefan)
T oot T v, wits w2 W @, wisEr fow WS Yz e
SR AT TS Q171 GFITT I SATSS PR @ SR Bl

G ZEAVIREY QG PIIT-SHCHIZ (3075 (@ ST Brars
AR CI2fE &, 7o S Al sifam o 31, e (A
ORI @ WG @ A SaAe, NIweaeia 72173 e
T ArSRICe [fen A 4T e @ (AFTAR-ARNS @
STl feO™E v T4 9 R1@ B ¢ A7 & {am wo
GBI 938 ST 2125 AZNehE Racn s]{ wwe e fgre
LRI ER (CTRVAE - Taia

5T 7 AT @UGTR O TE Rl P T S
fagfere wrda spIe Srae sare wsifs aef o) 5% ot
20, FPICIR A= TETR 2Pt (@ A Al ? G2 2R T
(ST WG ST | oo o, TeareEa 39y, w7 s
faqfere Tam Sae A v 92 SRS TR (o s
FCHE ARG SR SR S0 A1 (PR | HCHAL I, S
ARG foet s e | F1e gram gl wam wRore| FifEfE
ST ) QAT ISR T Q| ST AT |

93 %It Y008 AR THIFTee 43 Ry ey Tt aafes
CIAS-AFEAT | OF I AN AR A 999 Lafea
AT YAS AN1F (@fieD bW @ @Y {fece sEEEiom
Tad AFT)| e oF weife aiy T @il o sife e
SIS W (T (7| TR (i Rqiers 3ett o, i wirw
rEendia ol I92@ F0e @R A NS

WG (1R 27t GE FRL AT oo efefifiom e,
FARITAM G TG FAIE AT T Wea 7 mweeta T 0wy
(ol X0 foitace | SRS Aom-Jerg@ IR AT beAbCaT 7 TR
{3 QI A CHE O ! W1 SCACR TR | G276 (< (T8
[l wiere «a Ay ffEm 61 a5y, Sorertn e
AR I | FIwE [ geme 2R

<R [0 SATeA € AW WA [ a1, f =12 203 1| o7
SIRST | IFCER, WG AR TG SATHIE G e |
T 4 SR Oite e, A€ T 7 Wil TS w7,
O ST TR I fa WL (IR Wit 3111 e
A% 200 AT T RS FEEH SO wef)

FEMIRM QT § IR A (ToIvd 719 @518 (35087 #Ita
SIS ROPEe Fofal 71 <o SiF (A0 IS st =z
@, Pt Fageadt e 7o 3 SRR q (IS SR (721 7B,
©F A0S ACS 12 FHNTE TR T TS A=17117 08 G2 T30
aifiien Fa0 A=W ©f Five Face 7d| fow, wrliln gors wigs ©
MBI P W0 0y AT e S @ AT 9o
(oNfG1 e gt wdiforss wive afita frr @re st R o, @3
A g WET FACS (9N T TNDE FIPTA ARSI el

@7 WW .



ﬂ@ﬁmm‘ﬂmﬂﬁm

29y AT 77 Pt ﬁ“ﬁT@mTvﬁﬁWﬂTﬂ

TS A | PACED (@B 2
oHred Ruemda = AW
i, @Pes iR
“wrerg Bfeams AT e 1
e pRef «ifie
AT WA (@5 (W
qRvfesam waEreT  Gid
<R TR 2fre qcarzl”

e ifes w1 ¢ TRt
AN TCEATZA - (A
e WA (NACE ¥
S AfeAfens TS wOTERIS |

18 APP 2005

ThMW TEN A 51T ZA| »wa
ST G SR T a1 2R
% ©17 Y7 (40T «FATE ©IF
(5% T | AR AT, 9%
Fhmw g ) wdafes
FHET w93 grer-
FRII I S|

fr e @36 3 aifey
Al R T T PR
e R I AR Gl SR
Ecalfrer cwrg @3 wifeaw g
AR R T Al
FoifFs (@ T o oF FeE
G WA T e,

“sirrt ifder 3 A0 51E1 A
*7el W (Bie A4 WA ©f T
TE O FAIGE S 24

q frem e SifewE
STl FH, TF ¢ WIFF
C¥0 OIS ail 7w RfgTay
BIC 141 A SIMA (A<
AT g e 14 @
THT R 1 ANFSIE 2
(ATE RFOE 02 TIHICEA (FCR
@z wpjfRe e BrEd w4l
TOACE( ©IACST AF (AT WA
mem TR, 93 fRmwefd
ANTATAS! FA1 24| TR 20

e ¥a 41 2011

4N4D'4 R A>

<L,

71 TP//(A




Positive. forward-lookin

@ Ro-)

Q)

g talk

S: Manmohan

%5}1’

Frequency of Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service to go up; Munabao Khokrapar rail hnk to be operationalised

Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, and the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, today . committed
themselves to increasing the fre-
quency of the Srinagar-Muzaffa-
rabad bus service and
operationalising the Munabao-
Khokhrapar rail link by Decem-
ber end.

While Dr. Singh described the
over two-and-a-half-hour meet-
ing at Hyderabad House as “very
positive, fruitful and forward-
looking,” Gen. Musharraf said
progress had been made on all
issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir. A joint statement on
the visit is likely to be issued on
Monday.

Both Dr. Singh and Gen.
Musharraf met the Indian and
Pakistani cricket teams before
the one-day game got under way
at Ferozeshah Kotla this morn-
ing. They witnessed the game for
some time before proceeding to
Hyderabad House.

Giving a sense of what was dis-
cussed, the Foreign Secretary,
Shyam Saran, told presspersons
that the sides had decided to “re-
vive” their Joint Commission,
intensify work in the private sec-
tor Joint Business Council and
discuss obstacles to free trade at
the Commeérce Secretary-level
Joint Study Group on economic
issues.

For lasting peace

Mr. Saran quoted Dr. Singh as
saying that he was willing to
tfavel the road to “lasting peace”
with Gen. Musharraf. Dr. Singh
also stressed the importance of
thwarting the actions of terror-
ist elements responsible for the
April 6 terrorist attack on pas-
sengers of the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus.

Accordyng to him, the con-
demnation of the terrorist act
revealed that there was a greater
degree of congruence in the
views of India and Pakistan on
theissue. Acts of terrorism could
have a negative effect on bilater-
al relations.

Mr. Saran said that Gen.
Mushq‘ rraf responded “very pos-
itively” to the “vision” outlined
by Dr. Singh for transforming re-
lations in South Asia, for which
improvement in India-Pakistan

ties wastll;lucial.
Dr. Skngh reiterated that

CRICKET LESSONS: Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf explains the beauty and nuances of cricket shots to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh during the sixth ODI at the Ferozeshah Kotla in New Delhi on Sunday. In turn, Dr. Singh can teach the General

a thing or two about hockey and football. The Prime Minister’s wife, Gursharan Kaur, wanted to know from President Musharraf what,
among other things, LWF and LWS shown on the giant TV screen meant. Pakistan won the ODI series 4-2, trouncing India by 159 runs
in the final encounter. - AP (MATCH REPORT ON PAGE 19)

while the redrawing of bounda-

ries was not possible, India was

willing to take steps to bring the
people living on the two sides of
the Line of Control closer, in-
cluding opening cross-LoC trade
and transport links. He said that
due to the commitments made
by Pakistan to prevent terrorism
from its territory in the January
6, 2004 joint statement, many
opportunities had opened up.
Mr. Saran quoted the Pakistan
leader as saying that while confi-

dence-building measures
(CBMs) should be continued
and no “deadline” or “timeline”
had been imposed to resolve the
Kashmir issue, the problem had
to be addressed.

According the Foreign Secre-
tary, all CBMs proposed by the
two sides would be discussed
further.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the proposed Iran-Pakis-
tan-India and the
Turkmenistan-Pakistan-India

e

gas pipelines and felt that these
were projects to be pursued.
When pressed for specifics, Mr.
Saran said that Gen. Musharraf
had spoken of the energy re-
quirements of the two countries
and its importance for their
development.

Transit routes
Dr. Singh is said to have point-

ties would open up if normal
trade were possible through
these transit routes, he
maintained.

The two sides agreed that
there was a need to expedite the
process of addressing the Sia-

chen and Sir Creek issues, which |
were part of the composite dia- |

logue menu.

/" On Baglihar, Gen. Musharraf
said he was thankful for the as-
surance held out by Dr. Singh
that India was committed to the

1960 Indus Waters Treaty. Also,
the bilateral route for further
technical discussions on the
«dam was still open even though

¥

Pakistan had taken the issue to
the World Bank.

Mr. Saran did not disagree
with the possibility of India pull-
ing out more troops from Kash-
mir in case violence did not
increase after the snow melted
in May. India, it may be recalled,
has already pulled out troops
from the Kashmir Valley.

“An incubator for CBMs”

PTI reports:

The President, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, asked Gen. Musharraf, to
place all CBMs in an incubator
or a goodwill basket for properly
nurturing them.

“It is essential for India and
Pakistan to place all their acts
(CBMs) in one incubator or bas-
ket and then watch the eggs nur-
ture in this basket of goodwill
and also see that no one kicks it
over,” Mr. Kalam was quoted as
saying by his spokesman, S.M.
Khan,

“We should harness or direct
all our energy to nurture this
goodwill and no third party
should be allowed to enter and
damage it,” Mr. Kalam said dur-
ing a lunch hosted by him for
Gen. Musharraf and his wife, Be-
gum Sehba Musharraf.

The Vice-President, Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat, and Dr. Singh
were among the dignitaries who
attended the lunch.

Mr. Kalam, during his talks
with Gen. Musharraf, recalled
his interaction with school chil-
dren of Pakistan as well as peo-
ple from other walks of life,
including politicians, and said
every student of Pakistan had a
desire to live in a happy, healthy
and a prosperous country and
the similar desire was harboured
by “the children.of our country.”

The event could not have gone
without a lecture from the
teacher in Mr. Kalam, who had
placed a huge display screen
linked to his computer through
which he told Gen. Musharraf
about his scheme of Providing
Urban amenities in Rural Areas.



\g\ Softly does it in o\
India-Pakistan ties

unday’s summit between Prime Minister Manmo-

han Singh and Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf

has set a new benchmark for political interaction

between the two countries. Not only was the tone
and tenor of the interaction exceptionally positive; the two
principals and their delegations also managed to generate
specific outcomes on a number of issues. Dr. Singh and
General Musharraf set a new date for the resumption of
train services between Rajasthan and Sindh and examined
the possibility of fast-tracking the ongoing dialogue under a
few heads, such as Siachen and Sir Creek. The proposal to
revive the Joint Commission on economic and trade issues,
which last met in 1989, and the resolve to strengthen the
activities of the private sector-led Joint Business Council,
are most promising. In the meeting, Dr. Singh stressed the
need for India and Pakistan to work together for the eco-
nomic prosperity of South Asia so that the region could
emerge as a dynamic pole in Asia and the world. It is
reassuring that despite the negative pressure exerted by the
United States on the proposed Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipe-
line, the two leaders have reiterated their intention to pur-
sue the strategic project.

As far as Jammu and Kashmir is concerned, both sides
seem comfortable with the newly emerged shared vocabu-
lary of soft borders. Dr. Singh reiterated his position that
there could be no redrawing of boundaries but pointed out
that the removal of restrictions on the movement of people
and goods across those boundaries could help make them
less and less of a problem. The Pakistani side is happy to go
along with this conceptually but believes that outstanding
political differences must be addressed within a reasonable
time frame. Soft borders are clearly the way forward on
Kashmir: the frequency of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus is
to be increased and the two Governments are examining the
possibility of opening more routes within the divided State
for the movement of passengers and, eventually, even goods.
For détente to maintain its momentum, India and Pakistan
need to generate concrete outcomes in areas that can make a
material difference to peoples’ lives, particularly in Jammu
and Kashmir. In nature as well as in politics, quantitative
changes often give rise to qualitative ones. General Mushar-
raf can take quiet satisfaction from the sea change that has
occurred in the Indian political and public mood since his
July 2001 visit to New Delhi and Agra; and also from the
well-merited reversal of cricket fortunes since the Indian
team made a triumphal visit to Pakistan in March-April
2004. It is only in the fitness of things that Islamabad, which
in the past has seen CBMs as a trap that might compromise
its basic position on the “core issue,” should come around to
appreciating the big difference enhanced economic, cultur-
al, and political interactions and people-to-people contacts
can make to the environment surrounding the quest for a
final solution, which nobody expects will come in the con-,
ceivable future. o
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NEW DELHI, April 17. — A
Joint Business Council of India
and Pakistan will be set up to
intensify trade and economic
ties in the private sector.

This is besides the revival of
the joint commission which will
provide the “umbrella” under
which trade-related issues will
be taken forward. The last
meeting of the joint commission
was in 1989,

This was generally agreed
upon at the official delegation
level talks between the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh,
and the Pakistan President,
General Pervez Musharraf.
Later, commerce minister, Mr
Kamal Nath, met his Pakistani
counterpart in a separate meet-
ing at Hotel Taj Palace later this
evening. A joint study group to
study the granting of MFN sta-
tus to India would be held in
June. India has already accept-
ed that it will consider the
removal of certain non-tariff
barriers, which is the biggest
obstacle for Pakistan against
granting MFN status.

Total bilateral trade is around
$483 million, which has been
growing steadily over the years,

So far, the trade has been cer-
tainly skewed in favour of
Pakistan. The latest figures for
2004-2005 till January states
that out of the total bilateral
trade of $483 million, India’s
imports alone accounted for
over $400 million.

India exports sugar, drugs,
chemlcals, pharmaceuticals,
iron-ore, spices and tea to
Pakistan and imports fruits and
nuts, pulses, spices, cotton yarn
and textiles.

Welcoming the decision,
India Inc. today said it was a
“huge fillip” to bilateral trade
and expressed the hope that
select sectors would now be
identified and opened up for
joint ventures, leading to
increased employment.

“We welcome the decision to
open up border land routes for
trade and setting up of the

18 AFr 7
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dla, Pak agree on JB

G

Gen. Musharraf and Dr Singh and President APJ Abdul Kalam at a meeting in New Delhi on Sunday, — AFP

JBC,” director general of CII,
Mr N Srinivasan said. “There
are many items in the trade bas-
ket and these should be fully
leveraged,” he said.

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry said the Council would
help the JBC agreement already
existing between FICCI and the
Federation of Pakistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry.
“Under its framework since
1999, there have been frequent
exchanges of trade delegations,
trade exhibitions and JWGs
have been set up on trade, non-
trade barriers and infrastruc-
ture,” FICCI president, Mr
Onkar S Kanwar, said. “FICCI
shall be delighted to refurbish
this agreement into a powerful
Joint Business Council with
involvement of other stakehold-
ers and business associations.”

Outlining four focus areas that
this JBC must focus on, Mr
Kanwar said it was imperative to
open up trade from India to
Pakistan across a large number of

sectors, which is at present limit-
ed to 768 items. Instead of a
small positive list (768 items)
which Pakistan government cur-
rently allows for trade, there
should be a negative list from
their side of sectors that they may
wish to protect and all other sec-
tors must open up. This has
become a stepping-stone to the
grant of MFN, he added.

For trade and investment to
prosper, the infrastructure facil-
itation is critical. A road route
throungh the Wagah border
through custom bonded ware-
houses on either side of the bor-
der on the pattern of Indo-
Bangladesh transshipment

‘across Petrapole shall multiply

trade manifold.

Similarly, bilateral agree-
ments on regular cargo move-
ment through rail and the con-

- ‘pectivity of the two capitals by

air would enhance trade and
investment flows between the
two countries. Already, the two
countries are together commit-
ted to the South Asia Free

Trade Agreement, which is due
to start in 2006. Under the bilat-
eral FTA, India and Pakistan
can move faster towards a tariff-
free regime and together take
advantage of third country’s
exports by enhancing competi-
tiveness of core sectors.

Assocham president, Mr MK
Sanghi, said the JBC should
involve the industry and dia-
logue between the two govern-
ments be intensified to restore
transportation linkages.

Since the Kargil war, bilateral
trade has increased three times,
from an admittedly low baseline
of 161 million dollars. However,
India has had a large advantage
in trade — while exports grew
by 4.5 times, imports rose by just
ten per cent in the period.

Besides, India had proposed
24 confidence building mea-
sures for commercial and trade
co-operation, including opening
of Attari-Wagah land route for
trade and grant of transit facili-
ties for each other’s goods on
recnprocal basis.
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NEW DELHI, April 17. — Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh and the Pakistan President,

General Pervez Musharraf, today discussed unset-

tled issues like the disengagement in the Siachen
Glacier and the delineation of the Sir Creek area.
While there was no final decision on these com-
plex issues — none were expected — the technical
committees working on the issues could be expe-
diting their work, the foreign secretary, Mr Shyam
Saran, said. If Gen. Musharraf accepts the Indian-
suggestion that the position in the Siachen Glacier
be delineated on the map according to the present
ground situation, it would lead to an offer to clear

the world’s highest battlefield.

India wants the actual ground positions the two

Sehba keeps
date with
history

w Delhi_

April. 17. — The General might
have been busy discussing con-
tentious bilateral issues with
Indian leaders but his wife wanted
to relax on Sunday. ,

The morning started with an
hour’s stay at Feroz Shah Kotla.
Seated beside Mrs Sofia Gandhi,
Mrs Sehba Musharraf saw hapless
Indian bowlers being thrashed by
Pakistani batsmen./She then went
back to Taj M$a ingh and from
there to Pakistan House.

In the evening, she decided to
visit some of Delhi’s prized histor-
ical places. Her entourage meant
a dozen odd security men and
hundreds of mediapersons.

Mrs Musharraf arrived at
Humayun’s Tomb around 4:30
p-m. Clad in a light salwar suit and
accompanied by diplomatic offi-
cials and the wife of the high com-
missioner, Mr Aziz Ahmed Khan.

For half-an-hour, Pakistan’s
First Lady appreciated the 16th
Century monument. She asked
the ASI guide, Sanjay Singh, how
‘long it took to build the tomb and
how many artisans were involved
in the construction work. Mrs
Musharraf, however, refused to
speak to the media. She just said:
“The experience was very good.”

In the visitor’s diary, she de-
scribed the tomb as, “a beautiful
testimony of our heritage. The
restoration work has certainly
brought out the most effective and
aesthetic features of this simple
yet impressive monument”. On

“cricket, she quiped: “I would love
to watch more matches between
the two countries”.

® ] [ ]

Denied visit
NEW DELHI, April 17.
Militant-turned-separatist leader
Javed Ahmed Mir’s request to
meet President Pervez Musharraf
today was turned down by officials
of the Pakistan High Commission
here. Mir, who entered Pakistan
House with other separatist lead-
ers from Jammu and Kashmir, was
stopped at the reception by the

guards. Mir was first asked to wait
and then refused entry. — PTI

NEW DELHI, April 17.
— Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
held a series of separate
meetings this evening with
different factions of the
separatist leaders of Ka-
shmir, who reflected their
different concerns in the
face of Pakistan’s bid to.
ensure unity in their ranks.

President = Musharraf
spared three-and-a-half
hours amidst a crowded
schedule for the Kashmiri
separatists, underlining
their importance that Pak-
istan would like to project
in the Kashmir affair.

The meetings were held

member delegation of his

Mrs Sonia Gandhi with Preside!

NEW DELHI, April 17. — Conygress presi-
dent and UPA chairperson bnia Gandhi
called on the visiting Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, this afternoon, who invit-
ed her to visit his country.

Mrs Gandhi, along with the external
affairs minister, Mr K Natwar Singh, met
Gen. Musharraf for about 30 minutes during
which they are said to have discussed various
aspects of the two countries’ bilateral rela-
tions. An MEA spokesman said Mrs Gandhi
accepted the General’s invitation. The dates
for her visit to Pakistan will be worked out
through diplomatic channels.

The spokesman said that “important
aspects of Indo-Pak relations were discussed
during Mrs Gandhi’s meeting with the
Pakistan President”. Pakistan foreign minis-
ter, Mr Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, also said
Mrs Gandhi accepted Gen. Musharraf’s
invite. Mr Kasuri said President Musharraf
was all praise for Mrs Gandhi’s refusal of the
Prime Ministership despite leading her party
to power. “In this regard, Gen. Musharraf
called Mrs Gandhi a unique leader,” said Mr
Kasuri. During the meeting, Mrs Gandhi
recalled the “great fondness and enthusiasm”
with which her son Rahul and daughter
Priyanka had been regeived in Pakistan last

Musharraf meets' Hurriyat leaders

i

s

GENERAL-ALLY SPEAKING: Gen. Musharraf talks to Syed Ali Shah Geelani (second from Left)
and his associates in New Delhi on Sunday. — AFP

that happens, both sides can get off the glacier,
which is 20,000-feet high. Even after the LoC was
marked, the glacier remained unmarked because no
one at that time felt it would be a battlefield.

While there was no final decision
on these complex issues...
the technical committees working
on the issues could be
‘expediting their work
The Siachen issue has been discussed at a recent
Cabinet Committee on Security meeting where the

Army chief, General JJ Singh, was present. So far,
armed forces are holding, delineated on a map. If Pakistan is hesitant to agree, primarily, it is felt,

Sonia, Advani meet Pervez

gains. This was interpreted

INDIA

position.

because it holds the lower ground, with thadians
at the ridge-line, and therefore in a bettenctical

If there is a line dividing the glacier, disgage-
ment would be easier. It would not allow istani
forces to occupy the ridge-line and tal_(e ir the
important positions — that is the Indiareling,
At present, the Army’s Ladakh-based 3 rision
has over 20 battalions, mostly of the Ar and
some from Indo-Tibetan Border Police. Bn the
North, Certral and South glaciers jnihen,
inere are about 1,UUU MeEN at a ume. SOIAIETS can
stay there for six months before returning.
Pakistan army has smaller forces in the part of the
glacier it occupies, but it is easier for them to sup-
ply the troops — the logistical bases being closer.
India, some reports say, spends Rs 3 crore a day
on to maintain the bases.

OF PAKISTAN \
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- Siachen, Sir Creek discussed

..A_d

nt Pervez Musharraf during their meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. — AFP

a good .reiamnsh:p since the Agra
Summit, in spite of the meet’s failure, fol-
ved by renewed tensions and escalaion

Valley. The

year when they had gone there to watch the
Indo-Pak cricket match, said Mr Kasuri.

BJP president Mr LK Advani also met
Gen. Musharraf at his hotel. They seemed to
have hit it off well, with Mr Kasuri appreci-
ating Mr Advani’s remarks after the meet-
ing. Mr Advani noted that relations between
the two countries — both people-to-people
as well as between_the two governments —
have improved. He also accepted the Ge-
neral’s invitation to visit Pakistan. He will go
there in June.

CBM for

NEW DELHI, April 17.—
A desert train would soon
be whistling the tune of
cross-border friendship.
India and Pakistan today
confirmed that the rail link -

between Munabao _ifi
Rajasthan‘and Khokrapar
in Sindh wquld be opera-
tional by 31 Becember.

India had earlier anno-
unced that the rail link will
open on 2 October, but
Pakistan has conveyed that
the date is not feasible.
The new inaugural date
has now been decided in
December 2005.

The two border towns
are only at a distance of six
km, but the technical pro-
blem was a difference in
gauges. While the Indian
side was in broad gauge,

winter:

Desert Train

@

Pandits’ request
NEW DELHI, April 17. — Dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits today
urged Gen. Musharraf to ren-
ovate the famous Sharda Pe-
eth inPoK, so that pilgrimage
o the shrine can be commen-
ced from this side of the bor-
der. “We welcome Musharraf’s
visit to India,” they said. — PTI

the Pakistani line is a
medium gauge one.

Delhi today also told
Islamabad that it was com-
mitted to the parameters
laid down by the Indus
Water Treaty and was ready
to hold technical discus-
sions with Pakistan on
Baglihar power project,
adds PTL. Dr Singh sought
to allay fears on the issue.
“Pakistan’s President was
thankful for the assuran-
ces,” an MEA efficial said.

\olities with

sllops of
ricket

NEW D\Hj, April 17. — After
spendingdyer an hour watch-
ing cricketyith President

they

bulet-proof enclosure ateroz
Shah Kotla Stadium to waich
the sixth and last One-Day
international cricket tie. PM's
wife, Mrs Gursharan Kaur,
had reportedly wanted to
know the meanings of some
terms such as LWF and LWS
on the TV screen. Gen. Mush-
arraf explained to her that it
stood for the “Last Wicket
Fell” and “Last Wicket Score”.
The other occupants of the
box were Begum Sehba
Musharraf and Mrs Sonia

Kbana kbazana |

NEW DELH]I, April 17. — Before he went
to see cricket, the General was offered a
calorie-rich traditional Indian breakfast at
Taj Man Singh. From a variety of parathas
to north anu w.—.” 71 ..acks — chefs
at the Thaj served a typical traditional fare
to the President and his wife, for breakfast.

“Special warki paratha, besides stuffed
potato, cauliflower and carrot parathas,
were sent to the General’s room in the
morning. The breakfast menu also includ-
ed idlis, dosas and north Indian snacks like
puri and chhole, besides fresh fruit juice,”
said the (chief chef at the hotel, Irshad
Ahmed eishi. _

The chefs at the hotel were waiting for the
day for over a week. “Special care was taken
to select the menu keeping in mind his. spe-
cial liking. The idea is to make Musharraf
sahab’s stay at the hotel a memorable expe-
rience,” said Qureshi. However, he is a bit
disappointed that he could not be present
personally to serve the breakfast. “Because
of the elaborate security arrangements, the
breakfast was sent directly to the room
where the President was staying. No one was
allowed to go. We don’t know what all the
President and his wife had and if they liked
the fare or not,” he rued. With the President
slated to have his dinner outside the hotel,
chefs are now gearing up for tomorrow to
whip up another culinary delight spread on
the breakfast table. — SNS

S -

Musharraf,  comprised

at Pakistan House — the
residence of Pakistan High
Commissioner Mr Aziz
Ahmed Khan.

The separatist leaders,
however, spoke in differ-
ent voices, underlining the
deep cracks in their cam-
paign. Firebrand sepa-
ratist leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani expressed displea-
sure over Pakistan’s move
to strengthen relations
with India while “ignor-
ing” the Kashmir issue.

In the 90-minute-long
meeting with the General,
Mr Geelani, leading a five-

own Tehreek-e-Hurriyat,
claimed that the recent
action of Pakistan to agree
on some CBMs with India
was creating a sense of
“anxiety” among the
Kashmiri people. Mr Gee-
lani, who rejected a pro-
posal for unity amongst the
separatist leaders in
Jammu and Kashmir,
asked President Musharraf
to differentiate between
‘ pro-movement and anti-
movement” people and not
to bank upon those who
were out to “sell them-
selves” for petty political

as a veiled reference to the
Hurriyat Conference fac-
tion being led by Mirwaiz
Umar Faroogq.

Mr Geelani’s delegation
included Nayeem Khan,
Aga Hassan Budgami,
Saidullah Tantray and
Sheikh Ali Mohammad.
The Pakistan President
was assisted by the foreign
minister Mr Khurshid

Mehmood Kasuri and
information minister
Sheikh Rashid.

The moderate Hurriyat
delegation, led by Mirwaiz
Farooq, which met Gen.

Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat,
Mr Bilal Lone and
Maulana Abbas Ansari.
This faction appreciated
the ongoing peace initia-
tives and the process of dia-
logue between New Delhi
and Islamabad. But
Mirwaiz Farooq said both
the countries have to take
the Kashmiri people from
both sides of the border as
well as the militant leader-
ship into confidence to
resolve the Kashmir issue.
He said his delegation had
apprised the General of the
sentiments of Kashmiris.

1.C.S.E. 200

« Correspondence Course

Under the guidance of Prof. O.P. SINHAL
Author of “A Text Book of I.C.S.E. Maths”

Gandhi. — SNS
>

in each subject.

The salient features of this course are :

(a) Exhaustive set of study material consisting of
more than 500 solved questions and answers

(b) More than 60 tests (including 20 Final Tests)
strictly on the I.C.S.E. Pattern with full solutions.

(c)-Regular HW Assignments & Tutorials.
Highlights of our results at I.C.S.E. 2004
I Students secured 100/100 in Maths
EEF3 Students secured 95% or above in Maths
Students secured 90% or above in Maths

Students secured 90% or above in Science
Students secured 90% or above Overall

&adlsslns write/ fax us at:
Sinhal Classcs

(Excellent for Eminence, Since 1981...)

Best Comm. Complex, 3rd Floor, Opp. Andheri Rly. Stn. (W),
Mumbai - 400 058. Telefax : 91-22-2670 5281/91-22-2671 2140
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Hopefully, Agra wont repeated

ENERAL M af’s up VlBlt to India is look-
ing more and more like a summit, with meetings lin-
ed up with the President, Prime Minister, opposition
leaders, and the UPA chairperson. In that context the
latest signals sent by him sound positive, and give rise to
the hope this visit will not repeat the Agra summit fiasco
in 2001. Many of the things Musharraf told a news agency
in an interview are reasonable, as well as a discernible
shift from Islamabad’s earlier positions. He has favoured
more traffic between both parts of Kashmir as a way of
turning the LoC into a “soft border,” which is not only
close to Delhi’s position but even uses Delhi’s language. It
by no means follows that Musharraf accepts the LoC as
the final border, and he has been explicit about this, but
that is only to be expected — Delhi and Islamabad cannot
possibly resolve all their differences overnight. What
Musharraf has said, instead, is that it is enough if both
sides make progress ‘and find some common ground, which
is certainly a change of tone from the hardline “solve
Kashmir first, confidence-building measures later” kind of
stance one had come to expect from Islamabad. That
common ground could be restoration of transport links
and people-to-people contact between divided Kagshmir.
Islamabad had earlier appeared ambivalent about this,
as there were no senior officials to wave off the first bus
plying from Muzzafarabad to Srinagar, as opposed to the
hoopla at the other end where Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh flagged off the bus himself. But Musharraf has said
the peace process is now “irreversible,” which is a nice
change of emphasis from holding out the implicit threat of
ratcheting up the terror campaign in case Delhi should fail
to meet Islamabad’s terms. What makes the changes in
Musharraf’s outlook seem comprehensive is that he is also
gsending out signals to moderate politicians at home.
Internal and foreign policy are intertwined in Pakistan.
As recent events such as the bonhomie over cricket have
shown, hostility towards India is no longer widespread
among the Pakistani masses, and it is not the case that
there will be a popular backlash if Islamabad arrives at an
understanding with Delhi. There are hardliners, however,
in the military and intelligence apparatuses, and among
religious fundamentalists in the MMA. Making peace with
Delhi could upset the MMA, and hence internal political
alignments, but this bogey could be got out of the way if
Musharraf were to align with moderate forces in domestic
politics. Just such a shift may be underway, which would
strengthen the hands of peaceniks over warmongers in
Islamabad. If Musharraf appears amenable on this tour
Delhi, on itg’part, should not hesitate to engage him in .
substantivé discussion. Py
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NEW DELHI April 16. — Advocatm ﬂ
substantive dlalogue with India, Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf tonight asserted
that issues should not be “swept under
the carpet”, while Dr Manmohan Singh
said that to carry forward the peace
process both countries must jointly fight
terrorism.

Gen. Musharraf said India and Paki-
stan should seize the “unique opportuni-
ty” to resolve Kashmir and all other out-
standing issues. “Failure is no more an
option,” he said at a banquet hosted in
his honour by the Prime Minister this
evening. Dr Singh said time has come to
find an enduring solution to all the prob-
lems between the two countries. “The
peace process and the composite dia-
logue need to be carried forward with
even greater determination. However,
in order to take forward and sustain the
dialogue process, acts of terrorism must
be prevented and we must together fight
the scourge of terrorism in our region,”
he said in his banquet speech.

Earlier, Gen. Musharraf began his
round of cricket diplomacy with a prayer
for peace at Ajmer Sharif. Besides wat-
ching the One-Day cricket match, Dr
Singh and the General will discuss the
future of Jammu and Kashmir and Pak-
istan-occupied-Kashmir, and the possi-
bility of a soft border, tomorrow.

The General and his wife, Mrs Sehba
Musharraf, went to the dargah of

Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti, where he

prm e e

MANMOHAN FOCUS ON FIGHTING TERROR

Musha

mod

prayed for peace between Pakistan and
India. “Peace will lead to prosperity...
We hope our prayers will be answered,”
he said.

On their arrival in the Capital from
Jaipur, the President and his wife were
received by external affairs minister Mr
Natwar Singh.

At the banquet, Dr Singh called for
“practical ways and means” to resolve
bilateral issues. He said India and Paki-
stan, especially the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, had paid a heavy price in
terms of peace and develepment because
of the persistent conflict of the past half
century. Accepting that the past could
not be rewritten, Dr Singh said that “a
more secure future” could be built. “We
must find practical ways and means to
resolve all outstanding issues between
us in a reasonable, pragmatic manner
cognizant of the ground realities,” the
Prime Minister said.

In his reply to the toast, Gen. Mush-
arraf said he looked forward to substan-
tive discussions with Indian leaders on
all issues and disputes, including
Jammu and Kashmir. “The period of
conflict management is over. We have
entered an era of conflict resolution,”
said the General. Emphasising that
issues should not be “swept under the
carpet”, the President said that the
Tashkent and Shimla Agreements were
intended to bring amity but they had
failed because the environment and the
leadership had changed with time.

2 See PEACE: page 7
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"I have come with a messaqe of peace

Manmohan has a vision of a world wher

borders become less relevant, says Sara

Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: Nearly four years after
the abortive Agra summit, the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, arrived in India on
Saturday to hold talks with the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh. He will watch the final
one-day cricket match between
the two sides at Ferozeshah Kot-
la on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, he landed in
Jaipur en route to Ajmer to visit
the dargah of the Sufi saint,
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti. “We
have come here with a message
of peace and unity.. We have
prayed that in times to come, all
differences between India and
Pakistan are resolved and peace
returns,” he told presspersons
there.

On arrival in New Delhi later,
Gen. Musharraf was met by the
External Affairs Minister, Nat-
war Singh. Later, he attended a
dinner hosted in his honour by
the Prime Minister.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security met this morning and
gave the green signal to further
the peace process with Pakistan.
In the evening, the Prime Minis-
ter had a meeting with senior
aides to fine-tune a possible joint
statement to be issued by the
two sides after formal talks on
Sunday.

According to highly-placed
scurces, the meeting between
Mr. Natwar Singh and the Pakis-

.tan President was crucial in
clinching the joint formulation,
which is likely to increase cross-
Line of Control contacts be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The positive sentiments ex-
pressed by Gen. Musharraf in
Agra were echoed by the Foreign
Secretary, Shyam Saran, who
was all appreciation for the sug-
gestion made by Gen. Musharraf
for “soft borders” between the
two countries.

“We are looking forward to a

Anaro Begum waits for her son

e Musharrafspeak: God
willing, whatever
happens, it will be good

o Extremely glad to be in
india

o A world of difference in
the atmosphere

o Looking forward to
purposeful talks

o We are not for scoring
points

o We must seize this
opportunity to address
all issues

very friendly and a very success-
ful visit with a constructive and
forward-looking result. We trust
that our respective cricket teams
will put forward an exciting dis-
play of their cricketing skills and
sportsmanship tomorrow morn-
ing,” Mr. Saran told pressper-
sons.

“As our Prime Minister has
pointed out, when two leaders
meet, they can talk about what-

_ever they wish to talk about. We

have no hesitation in discussing
whatever may be of interest to
President Musharraf ... this visit
takes place after a year and a half

of a very intense dialogue proc- .

ess that has been continuing be-
tween the two countries. We
have, I think, very much of an
improved atmosphere in the re-
lationship between the two
countries.”

‘A major breakthrough’

Pointing out that the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus service
was a major breakthrough on the
Kashmir issue, Mr. Saran said
that Dr. Singh had a vision of a
world where borders would be-
come less relevant.

“We look forward to a time

"He was a very sweet boy"

Mandira Nayar

NEW DELH: Sitting outside a pho-
tocopy shop in the crowded Da-
rya Ganj area of the Walled City
of Delhi on Saturday, Anaro
Kashmiro is eagerly waiting to
see her first child” -- Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf.
While she may not be the Gener-
al’s real mother, she will always
be “Mummy” to him as she
brought him up for four years.

“I will go and stand outside
the cricket stadium on Sunday
and wait for him to come. Ever
since I learnt from the newspa-
pers that he was scheduled to
visit Delhi, I have been worrying
how I will get to see him,” she
says with a broad toothless
smile.

Climaxed by an emotional
moment for General Musharraf
when he hugged her during his
last visit to Delhi back in 2001,
these are strong bonds that go
beyond just blood and bounda-
ries. “I was 12 years old when I
started working in the Mushar-
rafs’ family house here in Darya
Ganj. He was just a newborn. His
aunt told him that he must call
me ‘Mummy’, because I was his
mother too. He always calls me
that. He was just four years old
when he left the country,” she
says.

General Musharraf might
have found it difficult to recog-
nise his old home at Neharwali
Haveli in Darya Ganj the last
fime he came calling here, but he
did not forget the woman who
brought him up. “He was a very
sweet boy, not naughty at all. He
used to tell me, Mummy, get
this’, and I did. He used to play

‘gilli-danda’,” she remembers
now.

Having got married after the

ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER DATE: Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf hugging

Anaro Begum during his visit to his chzldhood home in Delhi four years ago.

Musharraf family left India,
Anaro Begum had four children
of her own, but the General
seems to be a favourite. “The
woman who brings up a child is
as much a mother as the one who
gives birth to him. I used to carry
him areund all the time when he

when there will bé.amuch freer
traffic across the borders, across
the Line of Control; there will be
greater transport linkages, cul-
tural exchanges; there would be
perhaps even the peoples of the
two sides getting together to
look at shared problems of the
environment.”

The positive statements au-
gured well for Gen. Musharraf’s
visit, he maintained. “ ...It will be
avery informal, relaxed visit cel-
ebrating the cricketing bonds
between the two countries, and
at the same time taking advan-
tage of this opportunity to en-
gage in a very wide-ranging and
fruitful dialogue.”

Explaining what India meant
by soft borders, Mr. Saran said:
“There should be a much freer
traffic across the borders; that
people should find it very easy to
come and go, meet their rela-
tives; there should be very easy
trade relations between the two
sides; we should have very effi-
cient transport linkages be-
tween the two sides.”

Baglihar issue

Asked if the Baglihar dam is-
sue would be raised during the
talks, an issue of particular con-
cern to Pakistan, he pointed to
the repeated assurances given by
India side that it would not do
anything which was in violation
of the letter and the spirit of the
Indus Water Treaty.

“We have also explained that
the apprehensions which Pakis-
tan may have about this partic-
ular project, if there are certain
technical objections that it has,
we are ready to discuss it bilater-
ally ... But it is Pakistan which
decided that it wanted to take
this matter to the World Bank.
We consider that premature. So,
we are prepared to engage in an-
other round of technical discus-
sions, if Pakistan is willing to do
s0.”

was a child. ‘Apne se zyaada
pyaar karti hoon’ (I love him
more than myself)! He will al-
ways be my first child,” she says.

Determined to meet him this
time, too, Anaro Begum wants
just to be able to take another
picture with him. “I will go and

¢

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf at the A]mer dargah, in Rajasthan on Saturday. - AFP

Musharraf prays for peace at Ajmer dargah

‘Mohamwmed Igbal

AIMER: The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, paid obei-
sance at the historic dargah of
the 13th century Sufi mystic,
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti, here
on Saturday before beginning
the official part of his visit to
India. His entourage arrived
here from Jaipur by Indian Air
Force helicopters and he prayed
at the shrine for peaceful and
cordial relations between India
and Pakistan.

Accompanied by his wife, Seh-

stand outside the stadium and
send a message telling him that
his mother is waiting outside.
The last time he met me, he
hugged me and asked me what 1
wanted. I told him all I wanted
was the two countries to come

together,” she says.

ba Musharraf, and several Pakis-
tani officials, Gen. Musharraf —
clad in a white salwar — per-
formed ‘ziarat’ at the dargah
where he was welcomed by beat-
ing of drums. The Pakistan For-
eign  Minister, Khurshid
Mahmood Kasuri, the Informa-
tion Minister, Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed, and the High Commis-
sioner to India, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, formed part of the 20-
member delegation.

Speaking to reporters after
coming out of the Sufi saint’s
tomb, Gen. Musharraf said he

Musharraf for early
inclusion of Kashmiris

in talks

hacl brought-a-message of peace
to /India and desired that the dif-
ferrences between the two coun-
triles be resolved amicably “in
thiz coming times.”

Gen. Musharraf spent about
halfan hour in the dargah, fulfill-
ing his long-cherished wish to
viisit the shrine, and offered a
«}2-metre-long green velvet cha-
«dar, brought from his country.
'The Anjuman Khuddam Syed-
szadgan — representing the Kha-
dims who work as the dargah’s
‘custodians — performed his
f ‘dastarbandf by tying a pink tur-

Meeting Hurriyat factions “important”

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, has
sought the early “inclusion” of
Kashmiris in the Pakistan-I ndia
dialogue process.

Before leaving on his thiree-
day visit to India, on the fir;t leg
of his three-nation tour, (Gen.
Musharraf said, “We will txry to
make them [Kashmiris] a part
[of the dialogue process] a:s soon
as possible.” “As far as 1 arri con-
cerned, earlier the better, Ihut we
need to see..it has to suit our
counterpart [the Indian Licader-
ship) and us,” he said. The: Prime
Minister, Shaukat Aza, the
Chairman Senate, Muh:unmad-
mian Soomro, the Vice-hief of
the Army Staff, Ahsan Saleem
Hayat, and senior gove:rnment
and military officials saw him off
at the military airport.

Gen. Musharraf, who will

Let President’s rule continue: Paswan

Sandeep Dikshit
and K.V. Prasad

MEW DELBE: The Lok .Jan Shakti
Party chief and Union Minister,
Ram Vilas Paswan, has put on
hold moves to form a govern-
ment in Bihar to allo'w “aspira-
tions” of Chief Minis terial and
Ministerial candidates to “cool
down”. “Let there be P’resident’s
Rule for a few maiaths. This
would allow all those who are

meet the rival factions of the
Hurriyat in New Delhi, said: “It
is extremely important that I
meet them because we have to
decide on their future. Therefore
their involvement is extremely
important.”

“Historic visit”

He agreed with media reports
describing his visit to India as
“historic.” “I think it is a very
historic visit after Agra. I think it
[visit] has more chances of opti-
mism because the environment
— when you compare Agra with
today — is very different, it is a
congenial environment, it is a
friendly environment,” he said.
He said there was a desire on
both sides to make the visit a
success and “therefore I think it
is very much a historic visit.”

At the end of his visit to India
on April 18, Gen. Musharraf will

hankering after posts to see rea-
son,” Mr. Paswan told The
Hindu on Saturday. He becomes
the second political leader after
Nitish Kumar of Janata Dal
(United) to have pulled out of
all efforts at government forma-
tion. Mr. Paswan claimed that
his proposal to instail a Muslim
as Chief Minister was increas-
ingly finding favour among the
people and dared the Rashtriya

Janata Dal (RJD) president, La-

ban on his head and offered him
a bouquet of flowers.

The elaborate motorcade of
Gen. Musharraf and his delega-
tion drove from Ghooghra heli-
pad, 10 km from the city, amid
strict security with barricades
put up on the roads.

A tight security blanket was
thrown around the dargah and
about 2,000 security personnel
were pressed into service all
over the town, while the shrine
was vacated and searched thor-
oughly before his arrival.

7

\

leave for Philippines and Indo-
nesia. Pakistan, he said, had very
good and friendly relations with
the two Southeast Asian coun-
tries. He hoped his visit would
help to further strengthen these
ties and develop understanding
on political and world issues.

The First Lady, Begum Sehba
Musharraf, the Information
Minister, Sheikh Rashid Ahmad,
the Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmud Kasuri, the Minister of
State for Religious Affairs, Amir
Liaqut Hussian, the Minister of
State for Education, Ghulam Bi-
bi Bharwana, the Advisor to the
Prime Minister on Women’s
welfare, Nilofer Bakhtiar, and
the Foreign and Information
Secretaries are accompanying
Gen. Musharraf.

The Commerce Minister, Hu-
mayan Akhtar, will join the dele-
gation in New Delhi.

lu Prasad, to project a Muslim
instead of his wife Rabri Devi.
Similarly, he said, the JD(U)
should follow suit. As of now,
the LJP chief insisted that there
was no change in his stand of
keeping equi-distance from the
RJD and the Bharatiya Janata
Party and said he could not
think of supporting the RJD
even if its MLAs elected a leader
other than Mr. Prasad and his

wife.

[ e T I = IR el e

w50



‘Soft border’ emerges as

common vocabulary

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf ... focused on his agenda.

India and Pakistan are still far from a
breakthrough on Kashmir. But by constantly
coming up with formulae and suggestions, General
Musharraf’s aim is to ensure that the focus
remains on the Kashmir issue.

Siddharth Varadarajan

NEW DELHI: In using the words “soft bor-
der” on the eve of his visit to India,
Pakistan’s President, Pervez Musharraf,
has, for the first time, hit upon an ele-
ment of a solution for Kashmir that has
also been explicitly endorsed by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

General Musharraf told the Reuters
news agency in an interview on Thurs-
day that the Srinagar-Muzaffarbad bus
and other proposed routes within Jam-
mu and Kashmir could be “the first step
towards converting (the Line of Control)
into a soft border”. On May 24, 2004, Dr.
Singh, in his first interview after being
sworn in as Prime Minister, had made
the same suggestion. “Short of succes-
sion, short of re-drawing boundaries, the
Indian establishment can live with any-
thing,” he told the columnist Jonathan
Power, adding that meanwhile, “we need
soft borders — then borders are not so
important. People on both sides of the
border should be able to move freely.”

While accepting the significance of
what President Musharraf said on
Thursday, Indian officials are cautious
about the precise implications. “This is
the first time Pakistan is talking of soft
borders”, an official told The Hindu.
“But we shall have to see what precisely
comes up in his discussions here.”

At this stage, it is reasonable to as-
sume that a wide gulf probably separates
what the two countries mean by a “soft
border.” General Musharraf himself was
quick to add that Pakistan would not
accept the proposal that the LoC be con-
verted into a permanent border. Indeed,
by counter-posing ‘soft’ with ‘perma-
nent’, the General has bowled the Indian
side something of a googly since the op-
posite of ‘soft’ is ‘hard’ while ‘perma-
nent’ is the opposite of ‘temporary’.

Range of proposals

Given the Pakistani fear that India
considers soft borders a sop for mainte-
nance of the political status quo, what
General Musharraf probably means is
that a soft border is only a temporary
solution. Amidst all the clutter of pro-
posals, counter-proposals and trial bal-
loons from both sides over the past few
years, this is perhaps the first time that
anything resembling a common vocabu-
lary has appeared on the table.

To be sure, India and Pakistan are still
far, far away from a breakthrough on
Kashmir. But by constantly coming up
with formulae and suggestions — in his
iftaar dinner proposal last year he spoke
of the divided state as consisting of seven
distinct regions whose fates could be set-
tled individually, and now there is the
endorsement of a soft border — General
Musharraf’s aim is to ensure that the

focus remains on the Kashmir issue.

Specifically, his concern is that India’s
approach of front-loading confidence-
building measures (CBMs) might end up
creating new facts on the ground in
Kashmir that could then weaken the de-
mand for self-determination within the
Kashmir Valley.

Indian officials, on their part, deny
that the emphasis on CBMs is meantasa
diversion from tackling what Pakistan
considers the “core issue” of Kashmir,
“It is only by slowly building confidence
and mutual trust that India and Pakistan
can reach a stage where they can tackle a
difficult problem in any meaningful
sense”, a senior official said. “Besides,
the CBMs help the people of Kashmir,
they are directly improving their quality
of life”.

At the same time, New Delhi knows
Gen Musharraf is likely to use his time in
India to call for the Kashmir issue to be
dealt with promptly. So much water has
flowed under the bridge since his last
visit that it will take a lot more than a
breakfast meeting with editors — sched-
uled for the morning of April 18 — to rock
the ongoing peace process.

Three-and-a-half years after Agra, the
General’s preoccupations might not
have changed but his language and for-
mulations certainly have. As for India,
its leadership today is far more self-as-
sured and far less prickly than it was in
the summer of 2001, when the Pakistan
President’s televised references to
“Kashmiri freedom fighters” pushed an
angry Vajpayee Government into abort
mode as far as that summit was
concerned.

Tangible gains

There may not have been any progress
so far on the political aspects of the
Kashmir issue but the 18-month-long
ceasefire on the LoC as well as the start-
ing of fortnightly bus services between
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad represent
tangible gains for the people of the divid-
ed region. Moving beyond Kashmir, the
scale of people-to-people contact has re-
ached such a level that it is difficult to
imagine New Delhi or Islamabad turning
the tap off. Indeed, judging by the public
response to the intra-Kashmir bus ser-
vice inside ‘Azad Jammu Kashmir’, the
Pakistan Government will soon find it-
self under pressure to accept the de-
mand for additional buses and points of
contact and transit, especially to Poonch
and Jammu and even Kargil, where the
bulk of divided families on the Indian
side of the State live. At the current fre-
quency and capacity, the bus from Mu-
zaffarabad will remain booked solid for
two years in advance if the applications
for travel already submitted are any-
thing to go by.



Musharraf to discuss gas pipeline .«

Global consortlum f&r project security proposed

CRICKET FEVER: The scene in New Delhi on Friday as
tickets for the upcoming India-Pakistan match at
Ferozeshah Kotla on Sunday go up for sale.

Anjali Dhal Samanta

NEW DELHi: Kashmir is on the
menu here. And this time round
New Delhi hopes that it would
suit the Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf’s palate. As
Rashtrapati Bhavan prepares to
host the General for lunch this
coming Sunday, on the menu
among other delicacies is a spe-
cial dish from the Valley.

And apart from this Kashmi-
ri dish “tsamana”, cuisine from
all over would also be on the
menu to give the General a real
taste of India. The spread in-
cludes a variety of kebabs, Hyd-
erabadi biryani, momos and a
few Rajasthani dishes. Also on
the menu will be some of Presi-
 dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s fa-

i

| vourites including idli and dosa.

ll But more than just the culi-
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nary feast, according to sources
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, the at-
mosphere at the luncheon
would be of love and a feel of
India. “There is no official
theme as such. But if we were to
give a theme, then it would be
love. And a feel of India, a feel-
ing of togetherness,” say sourc-
es.

In tune with the ongoing
peace process between the two
countries, setting the tone for
the luncheon would be the pop-
ular Bollywood number, “Mit
gayee dooriyan...” from the
blockbuster “Veer Zaara”. Re-
flecting a theme of love, other
songs that have been listed in-
clude “Pyar hua, ikraar hua....”
and “Chhoo kar mere man
ko...”. Western tunes selected
include “Time to remember....”
and “I want to hold your

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Pakistani Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, has said
that he will discuss the Iran-Pa-
kistan-India gas pipeline with
the Indian leadership during his
talks in New Delhi over the
weekend.

General Musharraf was quot-
ed as conveying this to the Ira-
nian President, Mohammad
Khatami, during a telephone
conversation, according to the
IRNA news agency reporting
from Teheran.

Mr. Khatami had phoned the
Pakistani leader to remind him
about the subject of “gas trans-
fer” to India. “We are ready to
form an international consorti-
um to upgrade security indices
of the project,” Mr. Khatami

added. Washington, it may be;re-/,/’
7 s

Kashmir on the menu

i

hand....”.

A tune based on Indian ragas
has been specially prepared for
the occasion and would also be
played by the Naval Band.

Meanwhile, ready to roil out
the red carpet for their high-pro-
file visitor, there was plenty of
activity at the Taj Mahal hotel on
Man Singh Road here. While the
Grand Presidential Suite on the
ninth floor is waiting for the dig-
nitary, there was plenty of activ-
ity in the kitchens as the chefs
were busy preparing a menu that
includes kebabs, kormas and
bread to suit the President’s pal-
ate Adding to the atmosphere
were men in khaki and plain-
elothesmen as they mingled with
the visitors and staff. “It is very
hectic here. There are still plenty
of things to be worked out,” said
an official.

THE NNDy

called, has openly opposed this
pipeline project since it involves
the Iranian Government.

Gen. Musharraf, who arrives
in Jaipur on Saturday afternoon,
will visit the dargah in Ajmer be-
fore reaching New Delhi in the
evening. The External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh, will call
on him soon after and the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, is to
hostadinner for the Presidentat
Ashoka Hotel on Saturday night.

Formal talks
Though the whole visit has

been described as “informal”, a

“formal” session of talks has
been scheduled at Hyderabad
House on Sunday soon after the
President and the Prime Minis-
ter watch the one-day cricket
match at Ferozeshah Kotla.
Some itinerary adjustments
have been made due to problems
of scheduling in Ajmer.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-

ter, Khurshid Kasuri, the Com-
merce  Minister, Humayun
Akhtar Khan, and the Informa-
tion Minister, Sheikh Rasheed,
will accompany President
Musharraf. Tariq Aziz, a close
aide of the President, is also part
of the Pakistani delegation.

On Sunday itself, the General
will meet the President, A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, who is to host a
lunch in his honour. The Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, L.K. Advani, will call on
General Musharraf the same
day. A meeting with the Hurriyat
leadership is also.on the cards.

Though the earlier, Pakistani
plan was not to have any “break-
fast meeting” with editors as it
revived memories of Agra in July
2001, the Editors’ Guild of India
will have a session with the vis-
iting President on Monday
morning, before he takes off for

Manila.
/




HURRIYAT PUTS GENERAL BEFORE PM

Pervez
as ‘soft

NEW DELHI/JJAMMU, April 14. —
General Pervez Musharraf today indicat-
ed that he favoured converting the Line
of Control to a “soft border” but would
not accept it as a permanent border for a
final solution to the Kashmir problem.

The Pakistan President said Islamabad
would like to see more routes opened
across the territory after the start of the bus
service across the LoC. “That really is the
first step towards converting it into a soft
border,” he told Reuters in an interview.

Gen. Musharraf, who arrives here
Saturday on a three-day visit, said he had
made it very clear to Dr Manmohan
Singh that “we cannot accept the LoC to
be the final solution... We have to find an
out-of-box solution”.

Gen. Musharraf, who is scheduled to
hold talks with Dr Singh on Saturday,
said he was going to India in a “very har-
monious and friendly environment”.
Gen. Musharraf said he planned to take
up the Kashmir dispute 1mmed1ately
“because we don’t have that much time”,
but declined to say if he would be bring—
ing anything new to the table in India. He
added that he was fairly optimistic about
a solution to the Kashmir issue “because
I see DrManmohan Singh to be a sincere
person and wanting to come to a resolu-
tion of this dispute”.

Meanwhile, India has announced that

for LoC
border’

NV

it will release 156 Pakistani fls}h'men on
19 April.

Also today, the moderate faction of the
Hurriyat Conference said it would not be
able to meet the Prime Minister before
17 April, when a four-member delegation
of the organisation led by its chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, will meet Gen.
Musharraf in New Delhi.

It, however, added that it was willing to
meet Dr Singh, but was still waiting for a
communication from the PMO. “We
would be in New Delhi on 16 April and
hope that by then the PMO will have fixed
our meeting with the Prime Minister,”
Farooq said in Srinagar. “Though the
PMO had earlier communicated to us that
the meeting would be held on 14 or 15
April, it would not be possible as we are
leaving for Delhi on 16 April.” He said the
Hurriyat would urge Gen. Musharraf to
persuade New Delhi to allow them to visit
Pakistan and PoK for dialogues with mili-
tants and separatist leaders.

Meanwhile, the Hurny'at s hardline fac-
tion, headed by Syed Aii Shah Geelani,
said a six-member delegation of the
orgamsatlon would meéet Gen. Musharraf
hi on 17 April. Tt, however, ruled
g with thé ‘Centre.

8 today, residents of Pattan in Bara-
ggh istrict observed a complete shut-

OWn 48 a midrk of respect to two soldiers
who died fighting insurgents on 9 April.

\‘“

Another report on page 5



Delhi prepares

for more CBMs’

Nilova Roy, Chaudhury & Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, April 14

A CONSUMMATE politician seems to have
replaced the glib-talking commando who
thought the Kashmir dispute could be re-
solved in a jiffy. Since Agra, Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf appears to have
come a long way in recognising the intrica-
cies of mending relations and settling dis-
putes with India.

In New Delhi, the General’s interview to
Reuters on the eve of his second visit to India
was received with a mix of caution and opti-
mism. His tone, body language and measured
responses to penetrating queries were a wel-
come change from the belligerent image that
had got etched in the public memory here
since his failed 2001 summit with A.B. Vaj-
payee. On display this time was a different
Musharraf. “The same one (who came to
Agra) coming wouldn’t be worth talking to”,
a well-placed source told HT.

Sources say the visit, though officially de-
scribed as informal, has acquired all the trap-
pings of a regular bilateral summit-level ex-
change — what with Musharraf set to hold
talks with the President, the PM, Leader of
the Opposition, UPA chairperson, and even
Vajpayee. The possibility of a joint statement
after the talks is also not being ruled out.

National security adviser M.K. Narayanan
said the PM would, during talks with
Musharraf, put forward a series of new
CBMs, including more bus services.

In the interview, Musharraf was realistic
on Kashmir in the context of his April 16
meeting with Manmohan Singh. “At the level
of the leadership, at the summit level, the
core issue of Kashmir needs to be addressed
and moved forward”, he said. “We can’t solve

3

b3

& | hope the talks don’t end up
the way Agra did?

the issue, we can’t reach a conclusion, but if
we make progress on it and we strike some
common ground, that’s what I'd like to
achieve and that’s the maximum one can ex-
pect. “I am fairly optimistic because I see the
PM to be a sincere person and wanting to
come to a resolution of this dispute”.

The PR element in Musharraf’s remarks
was too conspicuous to be missed. Unlike in
the past, he prefaced his focus on Kashmir
without underplaying the significance of bi-
lateral CBMs — the latest of which has been
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus link which,
in turn, could not have been possible without
the cease-fire in place along the LoC and in-
ternational border since November 25, 2003.

There was no immediate official response
from New Delhi to Musharraf’s interview.
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~“"READY TO DISCUSS ALL WITH PERVEZ’

y

Talks

\SM

purpose: PM

NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD, April
12, — The Prime Minister today said
India was “willing to discuss every-
thing” with President Musharraf duri
ng his visit to India later this week to
watch the last India-Pakistan ODI
and to hold informal talks.

After the defence investiture cere-
mony at Rashtrapati Bhavan this
evening, Dr Manmohan Singh ex-
pressed the hope that the talks would
be purposeful. Asked if J&K would
be brought up by the General, he
said that “nothing is ruled out”.

He felt the effect of the recent
confidence-building measures on
the basis of the composite dialogue
could be on the agenda. He spoke of
common security measures as well.

Pomtmg out that this was an infor-
mal visit, he said the General wanted
to come. “We would like to build a
tradition of welcoming our neigh-
bours any time they want to come.”

Asked about the possibility of fur-
ther troop cuts in J&K, he said
there were “prerequisites” in-
volved. He did not elaborate.

President Musharraf has said that
Pakistan would not make one-sided

13 APR 2005
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No takers for visas

ISLAMABAD, April 12. — Two weeks
after India opened the Wagah border for
walk-in visas for Pakistani citizens aged
above 65 and below 12, not a single
person has so far utilised the offer.
Indian officials here said the poor
response was due to Pakistani officials
turning away many visa seekers from
crossing the border. — PTI

concessions on Kashmir and both
the countries would have to be flex-
ible to resolve the problem.

At a meeting with leaders of the
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir last
night, he ruled out accepting the LoC
as the permanent border. He empha-
sised that no solution of Kashmir
would be acceptable without consul-
tation with the Kashmiri leadership
on both sides of the LOC.

There were positive signals from
the Indian leadership on efforts to
resolve the Kashmir issue. He
described the Muzaffarabad-Srina-
gar bus service as an appreciable
confidence-building measure, but
added it was not a substitute for the
resolution of the Kashmir issue.

More reports on page 5

THE STATESMAN
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SIGNALLING PEACE: The Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, and the UPA Chairperson, Sonia Gandhi, flagging off the first
bus to Muzaffarabad at Sher-e-Kashmir Stadium, in Srinagar on Thursday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

Militants attempt
to thwart service

By Shujat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, APRIL 7. Militants
tossed a grenade at a group of
people who had gathered to see
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
at Pattan, a highway town 27 km
northwest of here. Four persons
were injured, police said.

Militants targeted a security
force patrol wounding two
troopers at Chana Khan in Sop-
ore town, off the Srinagar-Mu-
zaffarabad road, police said. A
bomb disposal squad defused
an improvised explosive device
planted near a petrol pump in
the area, reports said.

Farlier, gunmen shot and
wounded Sheeraz Ahmed Nai-
koo at Pratapora Shopian in
southern Pulwama district. Po-
lice said that in a firefight at
Shariefabad on the outskirts of
Srinagar  between  security
forces and gunmen overnight,
one militant was killed. Police
also reported crossfiring at Cha-
lad in Udhampur district in
which a girl, Hasina was
injured.

Normal life was affected in
the Valley on Thursday as a re-
sult of a protest strike called by
four obscure militant outfits.
The four groups — al-Nasirin,
al-Aarifin, Farzandan-e-Millat
and Save Kashmir Movement —
issued a statement saying that
they had constituted special
squads named “shaheedi daste”
to target the Srinagar-Muzaffa-
rabad bus in the future. It added
that the bus service was against
the interests of the people of
Kashmir and the “freedom
struggle.”

Celebrations all the way
from Uri to Srinagar

By Shujaat Bukhari

SALAMABAD, APRIL 7. Threats by
militants to derail the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service failed
to deter the Government and
the people from giving a rousing
reception to the 30 passengers
from the other side of Kashmir.

In Srinagar, if it was the illu-
mination of all the important
buildings and a grand function
organised by the State Govern-
ment on the banks of the Dal
Lake, in the quiet village of Sala-
mabad, the people waited for
the passengers for hours.

Though the security officials
prevented them from entering
the Tourist Reception Centre,
where a cultural programme
was on, hundreds of men, wom-
en and children formed a hu-
man chain on the historic road
and watched the arrival and the
send-off of the passengers.

“We are happy that road is
open. So far, we have only seen
shelling, now we are watching
life,” said Muzaffar Ahmed, a
resident. Uri town took wore a
festive look as people lined both
sides of the road and Army ja-
wans waved small tricolours.
Baramulla was no different, as
people braved the heavy rains
to welcome the guests.

Emotional reunion

In Srinagar, the passengers
from Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir arrived to a tumultuous re-
ception at the Sher-e-Kashmir

*International Conference Cen-
tre where the Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, the Union
Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
and hundreds of people wel-
comed the passengers. A col-
ourful cultural programme was
organised and the passengers
will be state guests for one
night.

Many emotional scenes were
witnessed as the passengers

from PoK met their relatives at
the SKICC. “I was not born
when he left Kashmir,” said
Syed Showkat Hussain, who re-
ceived his maternal uncle.

Farida Begum, who met her
children after 15 years shed
tears as she said: “I am very
happy.” . |

Siddique Farooqui, a former !
judge of Muzaffarabad, also re- |
turned after 55 years. “It is a
great time,” he said.

A dream come true for
J&K people: Mufti

By Luv Puri

SRINAGAR, APRIL 7. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, to-
day said the opening of the Jhe-
lum Valley Road is a dream
come true for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, who have
been waiting for this moment
for more than five decades. He
said the bus has broken down
the walls of hatred.

Talking to reporters after the
historic launch of the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service here
this morning, the Chief Minister
said plying the bus is a major
confidence-building measure,
which speaks volumes of the
trust the country has reposed in
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The people of the State

have fully supported the move
aimed at bringing the people
closer and building bridges be-
tween India and Pakistan.
Emphasizing the need to
move ahead on the road to
peace, he said there is no other
option. He asked the separatists
to positively respond to the of-
fer of talks by the Centre. The
Mufti said he does not see any
reason why they should spurn
the offer when they had held
two rounds of talks with the
Centre earlier. ‘When there is a
democratic option available
why should they not take it?’
The Chief Minister described
Wednesday’s attack by militants
as a desperate act and said he
was happy that it was con-

demned by all, both in India |

and Pakistan.

HONOURING THE SOIL: Passengers from Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir touch the ground after crossing the Kaman Bridge,
on the Line of Control, on Thursday. — AFP
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Omar, Mirwaiz
welcome bus service

By Our Staff Reporter

SRINAGAR, APRIL 7. The inaugural
run of the Srinagar-Muzaffara-
bad bus evoked a mixed re-
sponse from the separatist
amalgam.

The chairman of Tehreek-ul-
Hurriyat, Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
called it a symbolic exercise and
said the “bus service is no solu-
tion to the raging Kashmir issue.
We need to move beyond the
symbolism to resolve the issue.”

The chairman of the moder-
ate faction of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq expressed the
hope that softening of the Line
of Control would solve the hu-
manitarian crisis of divided
families.

The Mirwaiz has his relatives
who migrated to Muzaffarabad
in 1947-48 and one of his un-
cles, Mirwaiz Yousuf Shah, be-
came president of the Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir for a short
duration. “We hope that the
people on both sides of the Line
of Control would come closer to
each other and the artificial bar-
riers would disappear one day,”
he said.

Omar Abdullah, president of
the National Conference — the
main opposition party in the

State — participated in the
function. Earlier, he had said
that his party would boycott the
event if it were made hostage to
“partisan politics.” Mr. Abdul-
lah not only participated in the
event today, he also wished the
passengers luck.

Strike call

A strike was called by the
United Jehad Council, which
has its headquarters in Muzaf-
farabad of Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir, and the hard-line fac-
tions of the separatist outfits.
Shops and business establish-
ments remained closed but this
has been the scene for nine
days, in protest against the im-
position of Value Added Tax in
the State.

The flagging-off ceremony
had many firsts for the journal-
ist community. The event was
covered by two Delhi-based Pa-
kistan correspondents belong-
ing to the Associated Press of
Pakistan and Radio Pakistan.
This was the first time Pakistan
journalists were allowed to cov-
er an official even in the State.
Incidentally one of the journal-
ists, Qadir Beg, belonged to the
Hunza area of the Northern ar-
eas, once part of the undivided
State of Jammu and Kashmir.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

MUZAFFARABAD, APRIL 7. In a
swipe against militant groups
opposed to the Muzaffarabad-
Srinagar bus service, the Prime
Minister of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), Sardar Sikandar
Hayat Khan, said that those
who have failed to cross the
Line of Control (LoC) with the
power of gun have no right to
scuttle efforts for a peaceful
resolution of Kashmir issue.

“I appeal to everyone to real-
ise the futility of the gun and
give an opportunity for dia-
logue and peace. Please believe
me this bus service is not our
destination, rather it is a step
towards our destination. Our
ultimate destination is inde-
pendence of the State of Jam-
mu and Kashmir in the light of
the UN Resolution and becom-
ing part of Pakistan,” Mr. Khan
said at a formal function orga-
nised by his government in

honour of the passengers
boarding the first bus.

The PoK Premier described
the Line of Control as an artifi-
cial border and said that it
would suffer the same fate as
the Berlin wall. “It was the
dream of Allama Igbal to see
people of Kashmir together.
Today we are witnessing a
small step towards that
dream”.

He demanded the opening
of all the traditional routes

Gun has failed, says PoK Premier

connecting the two sides of the
Kashmir prior to 1947 besides
making the Muzaffarabad-Sri-
nagar bus a daily service. Mr.
Khan wanted the two sides of
Kashmir to be linked by air.

Thanking the Indian Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and Congress chairperson, So-
nia Gandhi, for the bus service,
he appealed to them to work
towards amelioration of the
“sufferings” of people of
Kashmir.

Pakistan

should fulfil

Enquiry shows bias in award of
scholarships during NDA rule

assurances,
says Advani

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. The Bharatiya Janata
Party president, L.K. Advani, today
expressed the hope that the
Government would take appropriate
steps to curb violence and tension in
Jammu and Kashmir and that
Pakistan would “fulfil assurances
given to [the former Prime Minister|
Vajpayee in Islamabad [in January
2004] to curb terrorism.”

Mr. Advani was commenting on the
militant attack on the tourist centre in
Srinagar a day ahead of the inaugural
bus service between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad.

He was speaking to reporters at the
foundation stone laying ceremony of
the Chhattisgarh Bhavan here.

Spectre of terrorism

He said the spectre of terrorism still
loomed large and there was no scope
for laxity in security arrangements.

Later, the party general secretary,
Arun Jaitley, said it had become clear
that militants had not given up their
attempts to cause violence.

“Our resolve should be to frustrate

this game,” he said, hoping that all
necessary measures for the security of
the bus passengers would be taken.

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. A Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry enquiry has found a com-
munal and regional bias in the award of
scholarships and fellowships by the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study and the Indian
Council of Historical Research during the six
years of the National Democratic Alliance
rule.

Applications rejected

Entrusted with the task of reviewing the
work at the [IAS during the NDA rule, the
enquiry committee noted: “Among the 92
Fellows selected from 1999-04 there was not
a single Muslim scholar. All their applica-
tions were rejected without assigning any
reason. Among the 92 Fellows, the Review
Committee could identify only four Chris-
tians and one scholar belonging to the
Scheduled Caste (SC). Partisanship was
patent.”

The committee has contrasted this with
the IIAS’ track record to drive home the
point. “Among the 239 Fellows from 1966
t01992, there were 22 Muslim scholars. Ob-
viously, the then management did not dis-
criminate scholars on the ground of religion,
race, place of birth and/or descent.”

At the ICHR, a regional bias was found by
the review committee of D. Bandopadhyay,
particularly in the award of Junior Research
Fellowships (JRF). According to the commit-
tee, of the 456 JRFs awarded in the six years,
Uttar Pradesh received 121 and Delhi ac-
counted for 15 per cent. “On the other hand,
West Bengal received 0.8 per cent of the
JRFs,” a shade better than the North-Eastern
States from where not a single candidate got
a JRF.

Communal bias

While in the case of the [IAS, the commit-
tee noticed a communal bias in violation of
the Memorandum of Association and Article
16(2) of the Constitution, a similar observa-
tion has been made vis-a-vis ICHR for ignor-
ing most regions of the country in the award
of JRFs. “The Council openly violated Rule
4(d}(ii) which mandates ‘the proper repre-
sentation, among the awardees, of the differ-
ent regions of the country, SCs and the
Scheduled Tribes, women and minorities’.”

These biases apart, the committee also .
found that both institutions preferred to rec-
ognise subjects and papers on ancient India
with fellowships, scholarships and foreign
grants.

In its report on the HAS, the committec
said it would not have commented on the
issue at all “had the Fellows chosen and the
subjects of their study covered equitably the
entire universe of research and study.”

If aspects relating to ancient India and In-
dology had a pride of place at ICHR, the I1AS
under NDA showed a marked preference for
themes on Indian civilisation and philoso-
phy, subjects held dear by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.

RID to hit the road

By K. Balchand

PATNA, APRIL 7. The Rashtriya Janata Dal has
decided to go on the offensive by hitting the
road on April 9 to mobilise its workers and
regain its sheen.



. Bus to Muzaffarabad fla

9\
By Harish Kharezg(

SRINAGAR, APRIL 7. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day flagged off two buses carry-
ing 21 passengers on the
inaugural run of the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service set-
ting in motion a process that
optimists believe could trans-
form India-Pakistan relations.
Two buses, JK01-0529 and

j JK02-0315, rolled out at 11 a.m.

on the Jhelum Valley Road, a
route that had remained closed
for 52 years. Dr. Singh described
the beginning of the new jour-

ney as an “answer to miflidns’
aspirations.”

The re-opening of the Srink-

gar-Muzaffarabad road show-
cases the new mood of
reconciliation. Coming a day af-
ter the militants’ dramatic at-
tack on the Tourist Reception
Centre, barely a stone’s throw-
away from the venue of today’s
function — the Sher-e-Kashmir
cricket stadium in the heart of
Srinagar — the flag-off was a
show of strength as well as a
commitment to the idea of rec-
onciliation. Apart from the

Prime Minister, the Congress

ACROSS THE BRIDGE: Passengers who travelled on the first

resident and UPA chairperson,
onia Gandhi, the External Af-
airs Minister, Natwar Singh,
the Petroleum Minister, Mani
Shanker Aiyar, the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, besides the Jammu
and Kashmir Governor, Lt. Gen.
S.K.Sinha, the Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, and
the Deputy Chief Minister,
Mangat Ram Sharma, participa-
ted in the function. The Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
who had planned to travel to
Srinagar stayed back in New
Delhi to “monitor” the situa-

Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus, step on to Aman Setu, the peace bridge
on the Line of Control, on Thursday. — AFP

\and

tion. Mr. Natwar Singh invited
Omar Abdullah, president of the
National Conference, to come
and join the dignitaries in the
VVIP enclosure. And every
speaker made it a point to ac-
knowledge Mr. Abdullah’s pres-
ence, thereby enlisting his and
his party’s support for the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus pro-
ject. The bus was a major poll
promise of the ruling People’s
Democratic Party in the State
and the Opposition National
Conference has been critical of
the ruling coalition for “over-
selling” the bus.

Internal equations apart, the
flag-off ceremony sent out
messages to the militants and
Pakistan. Dr. Singh called the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, an equal partner in
the venture. Describing the
event as the “first step on a long
journey,” the Prime Minister
said that “a door has been
opened” and that “India was
ready to accept Pakistan's hand,
and the two countries, hand in
hand, can work for the welfare
of their people.” He noted that
the most important aspect of
this “bus” cooperation was that
the two governments had bow-
ed to the septiments of their
people.

Nothing /symbolised better
the new food than a billboard
at the vefiue, with photographs
of Dr. ASingh, Gen. Musharraf
. Sayeed.

Dy Singh hoped that the new
route would encourage not just
the movement of passengers
but would also promote trade
links for Kashmiri handicrafts
and fruit for markets in Pakis-
tan, Afghanistan and Iran.

Obviously addressing the
militant  constituency, Ms.
Gandhi said the presence of so
many people was an answer fo-
all those who had mounted the
attack on the Tourist Reception
Centre. She asserted that the
forces opposed to peace and
reconciliation had misread the
public mood and they would
not succeed in slowing down
the people’s quest for a new
beginning.

The inclement weather did
prove a dampener and Wednes-
day’s audacious attack on the
Tourist  Reception  Centre,
where the passengers were
quartered, also had its impact,
as did the separatists’ call for a
hartal.

Six months ago, the Prime
Minister addressed a much big-
ger rally at the same venue. To-
day, he recalled how many of
the promises he had made
stood fulfilled. But the popular
mood was clearly focussed less
on economic issues and was
much more on the promise of
re-union of a divided society.

Warm welcome in PoK

UNI reports:

Simultaneously, the Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir Prime
Minister, Sardar Sikandar Hayat
Khan, launched the “peace ve-
hicle” in Muzaffarabad and
hailed Dr. Manmohan Singh for
allowing Kashmiris on both
sides to reunite.

The buses from the two sides
successfully completed their in-
augural runs when passengers

of the two vehicles were warmly
received by cheering crowds in
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad.

It took the passengers more
than eight hours to reach their
respective destinations as they
were accorded receptions at
various places all along the 170-
km route.

The Jammu and Kashmir

Chief Minister, Mufti Moham-’

mad Sayeed, welcomed the PoK
passengers when they crossed

the Peace Bridge to enter Indian

territory.

Many passengers could not
control their emotions as they
wept and cried in joy after
meeting their near and dear
ones.

The area, which was mined
and heavily guarded to check
infiltration of militants, wore a
festive look with the army band
playing welcome song for the
guests. Young Kashmiri chil-
dren sang and danced enthusi-
astically as they welcomed their
guests from across the border.

When the passengers from
Srinagar stepped on the ‘Lal
Pul’ to enter PoK, a large num-
ber of people waiting across the
bridge waved and clapped in
welcome. The travellers realised
their dream of visiting their rel-
atives on the other side of LoC.

Editorial on Page 10
More reports on Page 11

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh greets a passenger
travelling to Muzaffarabad in Srinagar before
flagging off the bus service. — AP

of well-wishers

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

LINE OF CONTROL (PAKISTAN-OCCU-
PIED-KASHMIR), APRIL 7. The 30
passengers, who travelled on
the first Muzaffarabad-Srinagar
bus, made history this after-
noon, as they set foot on the
Aman Setu (the peace bridge)
between India and Pakistan.

Though they are a micro-
scopic minority of the 3.2 mil-
lion .people of
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
(PoK), they carried with them
the wishes, aspirations and
dreams of the overwhelming
majority of people for bonding
with their brethren on the Indi-
an side.

This was evident in the en-
thusiastic send-off they re-
ceived from people of all watks
of life — first at the government
reception in Muzaffarabad, the
PoK capital, and subsequently,
at every town and village along
the 59 km route to the last inch
of territory under Pakistan
control.

The green bus of the PoK
State Transport Corporation
that ferried the passengers back
and forth from Muzaffarabad
and the LoC was the cynosure
of all eyes and everyone wanted
to be part of it. The convoy of
small vehicles that followed the
bus was ai least three kilometre
long.

It was like a big street festival
to which the authorities never
objected. The Government de-
clared a public holiday and no
one was complaining.

Political observers  were
unanimous that in decades PoK
has not witnessed such sponta-
neity. People poured on to the
streets to greet the first trav-
ellers to cross the border, legal-
ly from Chakoti, in exactly five
decades. Women and children,
perched at vantage points,
waved merrily as the bus
snaked its way through the pic-
turesque mountain range.

Television  images of
Wednesday and screaming
headlines in the media about
the attack on the Tourist Re-
ception Centre in Srinagar ap-
pears to have had no impact on
the spirit of either the passen-
gers or the spectators. The cor-
respondent of the Pakistan
English daily, The News camp-
ing in Muzaffarabad for two
days, said: “Till last night, no
one was talking of the bus. I
never realised the intense feel-
ings of the people for the bus
link till we travelled along the
bus up to LoC. Maybe, it is a
statement of the people of PoK
on the Tuesday incident in
Srinagar.”

For all the fears in their
minds about the implications
of Tuesday’s attack, the passen-
gers showed no signs of worry.
“Come what may, I, along with
my wife, am determined to
make it by the first bus to Sri-
nagar. We have waited for too
long and have run out of our
patience. No one can take my
life if the Almighty is with me,”
was the reply of M.A.S. Masoo-
di as hordes of foreign and lo-

cal correspondents sought his
views on the Srinagar attack.

A waiting list for two
years

“All the 30 passengers who
had booked by the first bus
have reported and are all set to
go. We never had any doubt
about it. The demand from the
citizens to travel by the bus was
so high that in a couple of days
we distributed 2,500 forms and
1,500 of them have returned _
them with the required details.
Going by the current frequency
of the bus at the rate of 30 pas-
sengers, the waiting list from
our side is nearly two years,”
said Liaquat Hussain, Deputy
Commissioner of Muzaffarabad
(and the Designated Authority
from PoK side for verification
of the application forms).

The fervour in favour of the
bus, in particular, and the grea-
ter contact with the other side
of Kashmir could not have be-
come possible without the ap-
proval of the  Pakistan
Government which has com-
plete control over PoK. Though
the Pakistan Government was
conspicuous by its absence at
the launch function and related
activity, there was a rare dem-
onstration of perestroika from
the military. ,

For the first time in several
years, 110 local and foreign
journalists, including two Isla-
mabad-based Indian corre-
spondents, were allowed access
to the last point of the LoC on
its side.
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Battle of w1llsf\,

Keep Kashmir bus wheels rollmg \\h

he magmtude of the resistance from some quarters to
Srinagar-Muzzafarabad bus only underscores its historic
novelty and overall significance for the peace process in
Kashmir. Surrendering to terrorists is not an option for Delhi,
but this is going to be a battle of wills all the way, with only
incremental gains possible. Delhi must have the gumption to
persist with the process. Islamabad is lukewarm about the bus
— it will allow only one each way a fortnight, carrying in all
perhaps 50 passengers. The list of passengers that was sent to
Islamabad appears to have been leaked to terrorist outfits
that are offshoots of the Lashkar-e-Toiba and Hizbul
Mujahideen, which have issued ominous warnings to the !
passengers. That two militants could have breached security
at the Jammu and Kashmir Transport Complex, the well- :
publicized “safehouse” where passengers were being kept,
and only 50 metres from where Sonia Gandhi and Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh were supposed to flag off the bus
the next day, is shoddy work on the part of Indian authorities.
If Islamabad had a case that India wants to prevent oppres-
sed Kashmiris on this side of the LoC from rejoining their
“liberated” brothers on the other side, then it is Delhi, not
Islamabad or the insurgents, who should want to bar associ-
ation between Kashmiris on the two sides. Clearly the ferocity
of the militant response, their ire aroused by people who do
not have any links with politics but merely wish to meet their
relatives, exposes their apprehension that freer association
between Kashmiris on both sides would, on the contrary, nail
the myths that sustain the insurgency, and thus the
hollowness of their cause. All the more reason for Delhi to
keep the bus service going at all costs, and negotiate more
ways for Kashmiris to meet. Even if Islamabad is reluctant, it
cannot be seen to be acting against what Kashmiris want, and
this is a card Delhi can play. But Delhi must also arrange for
security that is as foolproof as possible. If militants can get to
passengers, that will discourage more from taking the bus or
other ways of meeting. Kashmir is in suppressed excitement
because of the bus, although it may take some time for this
excitement to be visible because of fear of reprisal attacks.
This is going to be a long and hard drive, but the potential

rewards must keep Delhi’s eyes focussed on the road. .~
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PEACE ON WHEELS
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"Half a century melts in a kiss and a hug
Back to days

The journey

home,

ALOKE TIKKU

Srinagar/Salamabad, April
7: Abida Ansari bent down to
kiss the soil. As she stood up,
her eyes glistened with un-
shed tears.

Another passenger, a
young man from Muzaf-
farabad, was on his knees.

Emotions ran high as the
30 Pakistani Kashmiris
walked across the Aman Setu
(Peace Bridge) to the Indian
side, over a military line that
has divided them and their
land with blood for nearly 60
years.

FROM POK

Passefjgers from PoK touch
the groufld after crossing
Kaman Bridge. (AFP)

“This bus should run,”
said Mohammed Farooq, one
of those on the bus to Srinagar.
“When a person has to die, a
person has to die. Life and
death is in God’s hands.”

For Abida, who is in her
40s, it was a dream come true.
. Even a few months ago, the
bridge she had just crossed
had been heavily mined to stop
people like her and the 29 oth-

finally

ers who had taken the bus
from the capital of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

Today, an army band
played a welcome tune as Indi-
an military officers queued up
to greet them. Even the metal
bridge, that till two days ago
was called Kaman Bridge, had
been given an apt new name.
Abida was proud she was part
of this “caravan of peace”.

“I should have been here a
long time back. I was born
here and have a lot of relatives
on this side,” another passen-
ger said. What kind of steps
would he like the governments
of the two countries to take?
“Any step taken for peace and
love is a good step.... It really
does not make a difference,”
he said.

“I can’t control my emo-
tion. I am setting foot in my
motherland,” said a tearful
Shahid Bahar, a lawyer from
Muzaffarabad. “I am coming
here for the first time to meet
my blood relations.” Bahar’s
father had crossed over in
1949. “It was my dream. It is
unbelievable. Everyone is
here.”

The visitors were hugged
and kissed by relatives they
had not held for decades, or
in some cases, ever. “It’s for
the first time that I have seen
my uncle,” sobbed Noreen
Arif, an adviser to Pakistani
Kashmir’s Prime Minister,
bursting into tears and hug-
ging him as he stepped off the
bridge.

“There is a risk, but I am
taking the risk so that this
bus is the first step towards
aresolution of (the) Kashmir
(dispute),” said Sharif Hus-
sain Bukhari, a retired Pak-
istani judge returning after
55 years to see his sister and
cousins. -

“The Line of Control could
fall like the Berlin Wall.”

A Kashmiri hugs a relative from PoK at the Chakoti post after crossing Kaman Bridge. (AFP)

.of innocence

KAMRAN HAIDER

Muzaffarabad, April 7: Ghu-
lam Haider Khan boarded a
bus this morning and got off a
time machine this afternoon.

Scores of years melted aw-
ay as the 80-year-old stepped
on the soil of the other Kash-
mir.
“I'm 80 years old but now I
feel like a 12-year-old,” Khan
said on arriving in Azad Kash-
mir, which India refers to as
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
“I have not met my relatives
here since 1947. It is a blessing
of God that I am here today.”

Khan was among the 19
passengers who crossed the
Line of Control on two peace
buses today They walked
across the border to board
Pakistani buses to go to an im-
migration checkpoint before
continuing their journey.

The passengers waved
back to media and border au-
thorities while standing in the
middle of the bridge that had
been closed since 1953.

Thousands thronged the
58-km route from Muzaffarab-
ad to Chakoti — the town that
is the last point on the Pakista-
ni side of the Line of Control
— to cheer the passengers
from Srinagar. Banners with
the slogan “Welcome to our br-
ethren from Srinagar” lined
the route to Chakoti, where
Azad Kashmir premier
Sikandar Hayat Khan re-
ceived the Kashmiris travel-
ling from India.

“I'm able to come to this
part of the Valley after 40
years, thanks to the peace
process and the thaw in Indo-
Pak relations that enabled us
to see our relatives after ages,”
Mohammad Azam, a resident
of Srinagar, said in a voice
choked with emotion.

The middle-aged Haji Hus-
sain Ahmed described the

journey as the “most beauti-
ful” moment of his life, burst-
ing with joy over meeting his
siblings in Mirpur. “I'm extre-
mely happy. It feels very good,”
said Mohammad Taj, who has
come to meet his sister.

In Muzaffarabad, a festive
atmosphere prevailed. Colour-
ful shamianas were erected
and nearly 2,000 people gath-
ered to see the passengers off
to Chakoti from where they
would go on to Srinagar.

Hayat flagged off thebusto
Srinagar amid readings from
the Quran. “It is not our ultim-
ate goal (bus service), but we

FROM SRINAGAR

A Kashmiri witha
relative from PoK after
crossing over. (AFP)

believe that it must help the re-
solution of the Kashmir disp-
ute when people and political
leaders of Kashmir on both
sidesmeet.”

Khan praised Prime Mini-
ster Manmohan Singh and Un-
ited Progressive Alliance chai-
rperson Sonia Gandhi for taki-
ng this “bold” decision and all-
owing Kashmiris of the two si-
des to meet after more than
five decades.




~ The road, the
hlstory g

SRINAGAR, April 7. —
The Jhelum Valley road
on which  the historic
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus rolled out today, wit-

nessed movement of
vehicular traffic after a
gap of 58 years. In
October 1947, traffic on
the road was disrupted in
the wake of the Pakistan-
backed tribal intrusion
after which it remained
open for very restricted
vehicular movement up to
1956 before being com-
pletely closed, according
to historians here.

Construction of the his-
toric road, which takes its
name from Jhelum, the
main river of Kashmir, had
started in 1881, they said.

Considering that around
that time there was not
even a single wheeled
mode of transport in the
land-locked valley, the
project appeared a ‘curi-
ous undertaking’.

The then Maharaja’s
government, on the advice
of then British residents,
entrusted construction of

. the road between Kohala

Raes LT

and Baramulla in north
Kashmir to a British con-
tractor firm — Spedding

- Mitchei and Company that
. engaged European engi-
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neers and several hundred

Pathans and other laboux\
ers for the job.

The road was finally
opened for traffic in
September, 1890 when
Maharaja Pratap Singh
took the first ride from
Baramulla to Kohala.
However, public traffic on
the road started only in
1892. The extension of the
road to Srinagar was start-
ed in 1893 and completed
in 1895, involving an
expenditure of Rs
21,78,870, they said.

The historians said con-
struction of the road
between Baramulla and
Chakoti, the first village
on the PoK side, claimed
54 lives in four years due
to failing of cliffs and
explosions. Another 20
lives were said to have
been lost due to snake
bites, they added.

Following completion of
the road, travel to and
from Kashmir became eas-
ier, cheaper and more
comfortable. Initially, ton-
gas and ikkas (horse-
pulled carts) were used as
modes of transport and
bullock-carts for carrying
heavy goods. But after
some years, lorries and
cars started plying on the
road. The road soon
became the lifeline for the
valley as over 80 per cent
of imports and exports
were carried throueh it.

THE STATESMAN



ALOKE TIKKU AND
MUKHTAR AHMAD
IN SRINAGAR

Arms aloft, she leaped to
the ground through the wi-
ndow, a wall of fire blaz-
ing behind her like a crim-
son curtain at sunset. So-
on, a procession of flailing
figures followed - middle-
aged men and women hurl-
ing themselves out.

This is the frame that will
remain frozen in the collecti-
ve consciousness on the eve
of the biggest civilian peace
initiative in the subconti-
nent.

Testing the nerves of the
peace-drivers, militants on
Wednesday stormed a compl-
ex sheltering passengers due
to travel on the bus between
the divided Kashmirs and en-
sured that the building was
burnt down.

All the passengers sched-
uled to take Thursday’s inau-
gural run escaped unharmed

because most were being quar-
antined at the rear of the com-
plex because of recurring mil-
itant threats.

India, with little option but
to carry on with the trip, de-
clared in the evening that the
programme would go ahead as
scheduled. Pakistan condem-
ned the attack in the “strong-
est possible” language but to-
ok its time in announcing that
the bus from its side would roll
on Thursday.

Indian officials admitted
in private that the failure to
protect the Tourist Reception
Centre building — which had
come to symbolise the bus ser-
vice and which was thought to
be one of the most secure cor-
ners in India with almost the
entire world watching — will
deal a severe blow to efforts to
boost the confidence of future
bus passengers.

The attack was in one of
Srinagar’s most protected ar-
eas, near the chief minister’s
official residence and the gov-

ernment radio and television
broadcasting offices.

But the political leadership
is determined to make the best
of the worst scenario, annou-
ncing that Sonia Gandhi, Pri-
me Minister Manmohan Sin-
gh and foreign minister Nat-
war Singh would all be present
in Srinagar on Thursday for
the flag-off.

In sharp contrast, neither
Pervez Musharraf nor any ot-
her senior member of his gov-
ernment will be present when
the reciprocal bus leaves Mu-
zaffarabad tomorrow.

The ostensible reason for
the absence is the Pakistani
leaders’ preoccupations with
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao

God! Please don'tlet
anyone else see such a
horrible day!

A SURVIVOR

but some analysts feel Islam-
abad has wisely chosen to
keep a safe distance from the
live-wire occasion in Muzaf-
farabad.

Against the backdrop of
the terror strike, the marked
difference in the approach of
the two sides has raised ques-
tions whether India commit-
ted a tactical mistake by pitch-
ing the bus launch as a high-
voltage spectacle.

The more high profile an
event, the more it suits terror
groups to mount a desperate
attack — such as the one on
Wednesday — and gain maxi-
mum mileage. Fortunately, the
loss of civilian life in the blaze
has been nil. But the security
establishment’s loss of face is
incalculable.

The attack was launched
in Srinagar around 4 pm when
two motorcycle-borne as-
sailants forced their way into
the Tourist Reception Centre,
guns blazing.

In the battle that followed

— hardly 150m from where the
bus is to be flagged off — secu-
rity forces used mortar rounds
and it was during this phase
that the building (in Reuters
picture above) caught fire.

The complex also houses
offices of the state road trans-
port corporation, several oth-
er government departments, a
branch of the State Bank of In-
dia and that of Indian Air-
lines.

Assoon as the blaze started
to spread, employees began ju-
mping from the ground-floor
windows. “God! Please don't
let anyone else see such a ho-
rrible day!” wailed a survivor.

Twenty-two passengers —
two others were in Baramulla
in northern Kashmir at the
time of the attack — and
around 40 employees were
evacuated. The bus has the ca-
pacity to seat 29 but some have
had second thoughts.

One of the militants was
killed and a search was on for
the other. Unconfirmed re-

ports said one more could have
been involved. “I saw two gun-
men with AK-47s running
from one side of the building
to another.,” Aijaz Ahmed, a
bank employee, said.

Thirteen — mostly empl-
oyees and security personnel
— were injured.

Two of the buses meant for
the cross-border travel were
just entering the transport ya-
rd when the attack occurred.
One of the drivers, Ghulam
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Mohammad, said: “I was tryi-
ng to negotiate a turn when
the firing started. We someh-
ow managed to take the buses
away.”

Within little more than ha-
1f-an-hour, the yellowed, two-
storey brick-and-timber build-
ing was destroyed. The pas-
sengers who are scheduled to
come from Muzaffarabad were
supposed to be received at the
same building.

Officials said all the Muzaf-

farabad-bound passengers
had been shifted to a hotel.

A combine of four militant
groups that had threatened to
turn the bus into a “coffin” has
owned up responsibility for
the attack.

In the evening, the state go-
vernment came up with a re-
sponse to the coffin threat — it
decided to name the bus Kaar-
wan-e-Aaman (the caravan of
peace).

M Target bus, Page 6
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"EXPLOSIONS ON BUS ROUTE INJURE SEVEN

Blasts

target

peace road

April 5. — With less than 48 hours to go for
the resumption of the historic peace bus
service from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad,
terrorists today launched attacks on the
highway, detonating a powerful Improvis-
ed Explosive Device injuring seven perso-
ns. Security forces defused another IED on
the road, averting another major tragedy.
Following the attacks, the scheduled
seccond dry run of the bus, cancelled yes-
terday, came to be called off again. These
attacks were preceded by threats a few
days ago from four militant groups eyeing
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road.
Terrorists renewed their threat against
the bus service today. They claimed that
they had the addresses and names of the
two drivers. They added that the drivers
and the passengers would “writhe in bloo-
dy pain” if they tried to cross the Line of
Control. The groups — Al Nasireen, Save
Kashmir Movement, Al Arifeen and
Farzandan-e-Millat — said in a joint state-
ment issued at Srinagar: “We have collect-
ed the complete bio-data of both drivers.
They are warned not to play with their lives
by driving these buses.” Asking the passen-
gers to take the Wagah route to meet their
relatives and not to cross the LoC, the gro-
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ups said that if they boarded the bus it wo-
uld lrarm the “Kashmir cause”.

Earlier, militants triggered an IED blast
at Hanjeevera-Pattan on the Muzaffarabad
road when a security convoy was passing
through it. Seven injured civilians were
taken to hospital. Terrorists planted anoth-
er IED on the Muzaffarabad road, but it
was detected and defused.

Security forces have intensified their op-
erations against militants. Three ultras
were shot at Haeff-Sugan while two more
were killed in Kralpora-Srinagar.

In Delhi, however, Union home min-
istry officials said there was no cause for
panic as the government was making all
efforts to provide security to the bus pas-
sengers. The MEA official spokesperson,
Mr Navtej Sarna, echoed Dr Manmohan
Singh’s statement that ensuring security
of the passengers and their safe return
was the solemn duty of both countries.
Mr Sarna said visas had been issued to
Pakistani journalists to witness the inau-
gural run of the bus service on 7 April.

The moderate faction of Hurriyat Con-
ference described the reopening of the
Muzaffarabad road as “a small step towar-
ds the solution of the Kashmir issue”. A fa-
ction spokesman said Pakistan should set a
deadlin¢ to “solve the Kashmir problem”
during its forthcoming talks with Dethi.



The initiative on foreign policy is the prime minister’s again

Back to squ

he prime minister is as-
serting himself on mat-
ters of governance in a
way few people expected
him to do. Manmohan
Singh passed a crucial test of his au-
thority last week, when VK. Duggal
became the new Union home secre-
tary, a job whose diplomatic dimen-
sion has expanded in 15 years be-
cause of terrorism, and more so,
since the September 11 attacks agai-
nst the United States of America.
For those unfamiliar with the in-
ternecine battles within the civil
service, the appointment of a bu-
reaucrat — albeit one heading the
home ministry — may appear rou-
tine, In reality, it amounts to much
more. Successive prime ministers
— including Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and PV, Narasimha Rao, to mention
two recent examples — have suc-
cessfully sought to have IAS offi-
cers, whose personal loyalty to them
is beyond question, appointed to the
most powerful civil service job in
North Block.
The irony, in the present prime
minister’s case, was that his situa-
‘tion was quite the reverse. Singh
had no favourite candidate for the
job, but others did. And they were
banking on two factors to stage
what would have amounted to a
coup on Raisina Hill and set the
stage for a take-over of the home
ministry: one, that the prime minis-
ter lacks a political base of his own,
and second, that he has kept out of
politicking in his public life. So, as
the March 31 deadline for the super-
annuation of outgoing home secre-
tary, Dhirendra Singh, approached,
a campaign of epic proportions was
put together in New Delhi’s corri-
dors of power to make the post of
home secretary a tenure assign-
ment. The idea was that, like the
cabinet secretary and the CBI chief,
the home secretary replacing
Dhirendra Singh would be in office
for two years.

this campaign was mounted
is the current secretary for
information and Dbroadcasting,
Naveen Chawla. Chawla retires at
the end of July. In order to anoint
the campaign with a veneer of prin-
ciple, its promoters proposed that
the defence secretary’s post should
also have a two-year tenure. But
they sought to exclude Ajai Vikram
Singh, the incumbent, although he
has built a formidable reputation
for himself in his present job. In
New Delhi, the outcome of the cam-
paign was watched closely because
Chawla’s proximity to the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, is well
known. Chawla’s wife, Rupika, an
art historian, has been a friend of
the Congress president for a long
time. This is not to suggest that
Sonia Gandhi, in any way, took an
interest in the campaign.
But the episode was important
because there is a surfeit of men

T he candidate on whose behalf
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and women\ in\New Delhi these days
who claim proximity to Sonia Gand-
hi and insispthat they are acting on
her behalf. According to sources
close to the prime minister, he does
not even check with 10, Janpath
about the veracity of these claims
because so many of them have been
found to be falsely coming into the
prime minister’s office every day. In-
stead, he relies on Prithviraj Cha-
van, the minister of state, and joint
secretary, Pulok Chatterjee, to con-
vey anything to him from the Con-
gress president. It is to the tremen-
dous credit of Manmohan Singh
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tary is no longer relevant. What is
important is that Manmohan Singh
ensured that this was not to be —
even at the risk of refusing to ac-
commodate someone, whose family
friendship with 10, Janpath was
common knowledge in New Delhi.
In this process of asserting him-
self, the prime minister is bringing
into the process of governance
some principles of coalition govern-
ment, especially lessons in building
alliances and making compromises.
The appointment of M.K. Nara-
yanan as national security adviser
in succession to J.N. Dixit was a

Test of authority

that he stood up to those who or-
chestrated the lobbying Blitzkrieg
tomake Chawla home secretary and
give him a two-year tenure, thereby
putting off his superannuation.
Chawla’s competence to be home
secretary is not the issue here. But
the motives of those who were be-
hind the campaign certainly are.

Of all the ministries in the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance govern-
ment, the home ministry is the most
dysfunctional. Headed by a gentle-
man minister, but sorely lacking in
any vision, it has stumbled from one
fiasco to another, putting the na-
tion’s security, reputation and credi-
bility at risk. Shivraj Patil has al-
lowed charlatans in his party of
emergency vintage to hijack crises
like Goa and Jharkhand. These men
and women who brought discredit
to Indian democracy had hoped that
by bringing Chawla into North
Block, they could consolidate their
control over the home ministry’s
vast coercive apparatus. Whether
Chawla would have been beholden
to them or gone along with their
plans if he had become home secre-

compromise, It is well-known — es-
pecially to those editorial writers in
New Delhi who were accosted by
Natwar Singh in the days after Dix-
it’s death with entreaties to write in
favour of abolishing the post of na-
tional security adviser — that the
external affairs minister was hell-
bent on preventing another foun-
tainhead of foreign policy from
emerging in the prime minister’s of-
fice. Manmohan Singh realized that
the least troublesome way out of
this imbroglio was to give the job to
Narayanan, even if it meant dis-
pleasing the IFS lobby, which had
come to view the national security
adviser’s job as its preserve. The
prime minister made another com-
promise last week and made peace
with the IFS lobby by appointing
Vijay Nambiar, a diplomat of impec-
cable credentials, as deputy nation-
al security adviser.

For a ringside view of the prime
minister’s skills in managing di-
verse pulls and pressures and yet
seeing through policies with clarity
and vision, one need not, however,
look beyond recent developments in

arc onc-

the Research and Analysis Wing,
India’s external spy agency. RAW
was in danger of being made redun-
dant only a few weeks ago. The ap-
pointment of Hormis Tharakan,
who has a credible record of service
with the agency as RAW’s new chief,
helped salvage the agency in more
ways than one.

Having upset carefully laid
plans by those who wanted to see
RAW buried or made an adjunct of
the Intelligence Bureau, Singh had
to agree to compromises. The most
significant of these involved the
cabinet secretary, B.K. Chaturvedi.

_ Ashok Chaturvedi, who is related to

the cabinet secretary, has been
made RAW’s deputy chief, although
he had earlier been overlooked for
promotion. The cabinet secretary
declined to recuse himself from the
committee which promoted his rela-
tive. According to the civil service
grapevine in New Delhi, at least two
government secretaries expressed
themselves against restoring Ashok
Chaturvedi’s seniority, but the cab-
inet secretary dismissed their
opinion.

ut it is in the ministry of ex-
B ternal affairs that Manmo-
han Singh’s assertiveness
has been most evident recently.
Three days after General Pervez
Musharraf expressed his interest
in visiting India to watch cricket,
the prime minister was unhappy
that the minister for external af-
fairs had failed to react to the Gener-
al’s initiative. It was, however, typi-
cal of Manmohan Singh that in-
stead of pulling up South Block for
this lapse, the PMO simply went
ahead and announced that Mushar-
raf was welcome in India. This has
since been followed up by an ex-
panded role for S.K. Lambah in the
PMO on dealing with Pakistan.
Lambah, a former envoy to Islam-
abad and India’s one-time point
man on post-Taliban Afghanistan,
has already been given sensitive
back-channel work in the run-up to
Musharraf’s forthcoming visit to
New Delhi. He is expected to eventu-
ally fulfil the role played by Dixit in
India’s dealings with Pakistan.
Nambiar’s appointment as de-
puty national security adviser simi-
larly brings China back into the
ambit of the PMO. It is one of the
worst-kept secrets in New Dethi’s
diplomatic circles that the prime
minister now relies more on K.S.
Bajpai, former ambassador to
Washington, for advice on Indo-US
relations than on anyone in his own
government. All of which suggests
that Indian foreign policy is back to
square one. After a brief period fol-
lowing Dixit’s death, when the PMO
conceded ground on external af-
fairs to MEA, the initiative on for-
eign policy is back with the prime
minister the way it has been from
Nehru to Vajpayee, with a few ex-
ceptions that did little credit to
India’s image or standing.




" Dry run hits

securlty

;P
\?‘\

SNS & PT1

SRINAGAR, April 4. — Security con-
cerns today compelled the J&K govern-
ment to conduct a partial dry run of the
peace bus. The run from Srinagar to Uri
was cancelled; the bus plied instead from
Kaman post on the LoC to Srinagar. The
first dry run was conducted successfully
on 18 March.

The buses, under heavy security cover,
returned to Srinagar in the evening,
according to official sources.

Thirteen passengers, booked for the
inaugural on 7 April, reached here today
from Jammu and were whisked away to
the Tourist Reception Centre where secu-
rity has been beefed up.

The authorities began sale of tickets for
the first bus and opened a bank counter
to provide foreign exchange.

On Thursday, the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, and the UPA chairper-
son, Mrs Sonia Gandhi, will flag off the
first bus to Muzaffarabad from the Sher-
e-Kashmir cricket stadium here.

Additional forces, including reserves
and those attached to training compa-
nies, have been deployed throughout the
state in view of the terrorist threat, said
Mr Himant Kumar Lohia, DIG, central
Kashmir. As a precautionary measure, at
least 300 people, including a number of
released militants, have been arrested.

05 aPr 2008

‘bump

Threats uncalled for,
says Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, April 4. — With India asserting
that the security of passengers travelling on
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service lay
squarely on Pakistan, Islamabad today termed
the threats by militant groups as “uncalled for”
as only “genuine Kashmiris” would be under-
taking the journey. “We hope that since the
travellers are genuine Kashmiris who want to
meet their loved ones in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (PoK), no harm is done to them. |
would like to go further than that to say that
such threats are uncalled for and are not reg-
uired,” Pakistan foreign office spokesman Mr
Jalil Abbas Jilani said here. The bus wilf not
face security problem in PoK, he said and
claimed that it was “the most peaceful place”
with a “very low” crime rate. — PTI

Officials refused to disclose the exact
number of passengers who are scheduled
to travel on the inaugural run. Passengers
are still arriving at the Tourist Reception
Centre and only some have been issued
tickets and travel documents.

“I think the exact number of passen-
gers to travel on the first bus will be
kiown only tomorrow. Of course, it can-
not exceed 30,” an official said.

Four militant outfits have warned
intending passengers not to play with
their lives by boarding the bus.
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' Pak denies Omar, Mehbooba ride |

Mubashir Zaidi o NN

First LoC crossing

AT
Islamabad, April 1 (\\)" £ Yﬁ\‘
, 3

PAKISTAN HAS refused to consider
a request by leading Jammu and
Kashmir politicians to travel on the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus on
April 7, according to a top-level
functionary in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. The request had been for-
warded by the Indian government
on Thursday.

Twelve J&K politicians, includ-
ing Omar Abdullah (NC) and
Mehbooba Mufti (PDP), had wanted
to travel on the inaugural bus.

The PoK government objected to
the inclusion of these politicians and
instead wanted representatives of
the All Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) to come to PoK. Since the list
forwarded to it did not include the
name of any APHC leader, the PoK
government refused permission.

Taking no chances

Centre has asked J&K govt to provide
security to 29 passengers who'll take the
PoK bus on April 7. Some militant groups
have threatened to biow up the bus

Real threat

On Thursday, a Jammu resident scheduled
to travef on the Aprii 7 bus received a call
from Al Mansoorian terrorists, ordering him
and his wife to cancel their programme P3

Foreign office spokesman Jalil
Abbas Jilani said the lists ex-
changed by the two sides did not con-
tain the names of J&K leaders.
“Subsequently, however, a sugges-
tion about the inclusion of certain
political personalities was made,”
he said. “As we had stated at the time
of announcing the bus service, the

main purpose is to reduce the hard-
ship of the Kashmiris who have
been longing to re-establish contacts
with their loved ones across the LoC.
1t is, therefore, primarily a humani-
tarian measure. As it is, some people
are trying to make the bus service
controversial. We do not want to
compound the controversy.”
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Goodbye lacier?

\ 1+ Mischievous over5|mp||f|cat|ons R A

n mfectxon is spreading in Islamabad. In typical Mus

tyle, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister avers that impediments
to a troop withdrawal from the Siachen sector are Indian
creations. “It is not coming from us, we are prepared to do it
tomorrow. There was already an agreement between the gov-
ernments of India and Pakistan, let’s implement it tomorrow”
Khurshid Kasuri says with seeming-sincerity and seeks to ad-
dress the heart by adding “it’s other people’s kids dying
there”. Before analysing the accuracy of his contention it is
important to note where he pontificated thus — a television
channel, talking to India through the media, a la his boss. And
why that particular channel gives the Pak leadership so much
air-time raises queries unless it believes that complex prob-
lems are resolved through sound-bytes, a belief that
Musharraf, and now Kasuri, seem to hold dear to their hearts.
At least to the extent of making conciliatory-sounding
statements in the run-up to any bilateral meeting, and then
blaming India when quick-fix solutions are not accepted.
Recall that at the Agra summit Musharraf picked up pen and
paper and tried to draft a joint-statement single-handed!

For once our External Affairs Ministry did not fall into the
trap. Its refusal to react beyond pointing to Siachen being
part of the composite dialogue wrote off Kasuri’s offer with
the contempt it merited. The Pak minister was only half-cor-
rect in talking about a previous agreement — in the mid-90s
the defence secretaries had come close to an accord but it was
not acceptable to the Indian government at large, and never
formalized. Essentially because Pakistan refused to endorse
an agreed AGPL (actual ground position line) which must
serve as the basis for any troop pull back, total demili-
tarization is a phased process. Without getting bogged down
in the nitty-gritty, and asserting that the armies are wasting
money and lives for purposeless prestige in the standoff over
Siachen, it has to be stressed that a solution requires home-
work, trust and detailed documentation, Had there been no
haste in drawing the Line of Control after the 1971 War, the
Siachen sector, and to an extent the adjoining bit of the Kargil
sector, would have been better demarcated. Leaving no scope
for disputes like the one over the world’s highest battlefield.
So while Kasuri may appear generous about a pull-out
“tomorrow”, sagacity demands that every step down the
glacier be in accordance with a comprehensive, certified
blueprint.Which cannot be drawn up overnight, and certainly
not upder the focus of a TV camera. That’s where mischief
ent/en}l the picture. ‘
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Musharraf v151t

T 1" < Watch out for googlies! ~
Onlv the very naive will believe that when éé)/eral

Musharraf visits Delhi to watch a cricket match, his
scheduled confabulations with Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh will be confined to the captaincy skills of Inzamam
ul Haq and Sourav Ganguly. It is known that the general
believes in jumping over intermediate levels and talking
directly to the Indian leadership. This approach may have
advantages, as it can jump-start negotiations mired in a
bureaucratic process. But the dangers are greater, as the
failed Agra summit in 2001 showed.

The danger is clear. Since Musharraf says that the “core
dispute” must be resolved before there can be progress, he
will have to, at some point, divulge the prescription he has
for such a resolution. This will, in all likelihood, be a
version of the Owen-Dixon plan, or the “Chenab” formula,
or some such scheme that would involve a significant
redrawing of boundaries. Mapmaking, of course, is
anathema to the Indian side, and such proposals are dead
in the water. But disagreement at top levels would amount
to a loss of face for the party making the proposal. This
could have negative repercussions for the peace process
itself — something like this is precisely what happened at
Agra.

It may have been much better to have issues thrashed
out at intermediate levels, with political direction from the
top, after which leaders could have met for a formal
ratification. But Delhi could not very well refuse after
Musharraf made his intentions known. What it can do is
downplay the import of the visit by keeping up the cricket
fig leaf, to suggest this is an informal meeting between
leaders, instead of a formal summit. Agra was marked by
complacency and lack of preparation on the Indian side.
Delhi has to keep its guard up and look out for googlies
bowled by the redoubtable general. A repeat of Agra must
be avoided, and Delhi should be able to present a wish list
to Musharraf instead of having him monopolize
proceedings.

It is commendable that the general sent many members
of his family ahead of him, and took a certain risk by
allowing the opening up of old memories. But he is an ex-
commando who takes calculated risks, and South Block
must not turn mushy at his new-found cricket diplomacy,
pun fully intended. At the risk of sounding contradictory,
it must also be ready to lend an ear to what the general has
in mind these days. A lot has happened since Agra, the
chief developments being that terror is not a “normal” tool
of international diplomacy any more, and Musharraf
himself has been a target of terror. He may be thinking
differently on certain issues and Delhi would not be wise to
exclude the possibility. What it can count on is that
Musharraf is under pressure at home, far more than when
he came to Agra, and has to show SOME SUCCESS from his
Indian visit.

77"’='STA
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‘CLOSE TIES POSSIBLE NOT REUNIFICATION’

Kargil i

\!'”1

1S past,

let us

talk Kashmir: Pervez

ISLAMABAD, March 27. — India
and Pakistan should adopt a “posi-
tive” attitude towards the Kargil war
and resolve the Kashmir issue to
prevent repetition of Kargil-type
incidents, President General Pervez
Musharraf has said.

In a detailed reply to an e-mail
query sent by an Indian to his presi-
dential website seeking his views on
the reunification of India and Pak-
istan, as well as his “silence” on Kar-
gil war, Gen. Musharraf said that
reunification was not possible but the
two countries could establish close
ties if the Kashmir issue was resolved.
“Reunification is not possible.
Pakistan was created as a separate
homeland based on the demand of
the Muslims of the sub-continent.”

Denying that he was shy of speak-
ing about Kargil, Gen. Musharraf
said: “I do not want to enter into a
debate on who won and who lost.
Neither your people will accept (this)
nor ours, we will end up debating it.”

Claiming that India had “mis-
quoted” its casualty figures, which
«ccording to him were “very high,”

n. Musharraf said the reports in
media spoke of several “prob-

equipment for Pakistan’ s mlhtary PTI

lems’; faced by the Indlan Armyw

during the Kargil conflict.

Gen. Musharraf said the two
countries should see the Kargil con-
flict in its entirety. “I would like to
say, you must never see Kargil alone.
See Kargil in the entire complexity
of the dispute of Kashmir in
Kashmir. We had three wars,” he
said, claiming Kargil was the result
of several “intrusions” by India after

~ Nuke shopping in the USA

WASHINGTON, March 27. — A Pakistani businessman has been barred from
doing business with US companies after federal investigators found that he had
improperly bought hi-tech components here that could be used in nuclear

weapons. Humayun Khan, who has close ties with Pakistan's military, violated J
export regulations by trying to route US-made oscilloscopes and switches to :
Pakistan via South Africa, circumventing federal nuclear non-proliteration *
regulations, a report said. The exports came to light last year after the arrest of |
one Asher Kami, an Israeli living in South Africa, in Denver, the New York Times |
reported. However, it was only on 31 January that the US commerce department |
prohibited the involvement of Khan and his company, Pakiand PME Corporation, |
in any export from the USA for 180 days. Export of hi-tech devices to Pakistan *
requires clearance from the US commerce department. The order said Khan was
also invoived in unauthorised US exports to a military supplier, Al-Technique :
Corporation of Pakistan, a company on a federal non-proliferation watch list. Khan
could not be reached for comment yesterday, but in an interview with the Times

last year about the Kami case, he denied taking part in any smuggling of US
technology to Pakistan. He said his company made deliveries mostly to colleges
and high school chemistry laboratories, but he also occasionally bought

the Shimla Accord.

“Let us take an optimistic and
positive attitude towards it (Kargil).
Stop discussing who won and who
lost. What is the future? Resolve dis-
putes so that Siachen, Kargil,
Marpola and Chorbatla do not hap-
pen again. Let us resolve the dispute
of Kashmir. Then I am sure it will
not happen again,” he said.

Pranab denies arms race: page 4




. Glacial peace

A7 India should agree to the

\é\)
o
RKISTAN has reiterated its
readiness,to withdraw its troops
from the Siachen Glacier. India
should rapidly capitalise on this offer
and agree to the demilitarisation of
Siachen. India has been procrastinat-
ing on implementing an agreement
between the countries on this matter.
It has been reluctant to implement a
withdrawal that does not recognise
and authenticate the Actual Ground
Position Line. But India’s reservations
on this score are overstated. If we are
serious about resolving issues be-
tween India and Pakistan, then there
is no better issue than Siachen. No
populations are involved. Neither side
has anything to gain in this arid
glaciated terrain. The cost in human
lives and resourges to both sides is out
of proportion with the importance of
the territory. There is no tactical or
strategic purpose being served that
could not be achieved by other means.
And if there are any violations of the
agreement, India reserves the right to
defend itself. On Siachen, the ball in
firmly in India’s court.

There is also a political reason for
taking Pakistan’s offer seriously.
General Musharraf, with his usual
political shrewdness, is putting gre-
ater pressure on the peace process.
Confidence Building Measures
alone cannot sustain the process for
too long. There has to be some
progress on a concrete issue that di-
vides the two countries. It is unlikely

Yo
demilitarisation of Siachen g\’g

that in the near future either kndia or
Pakistan will radically change their
stated .positions on Kashmir. It is,
therefore, even more important to
demonstrate that we can make
progress on at least some of the mi-
nor contentious issues. If the hard-
ened lines on Siachen cannot melt, it
is unlikely that the peace process will
achieve enduring results elsewhere.
India also has to recognise that it will,
at some point, have to offer Pakistan’
something tangible. The difficuity
with the peace process is this: what
would India be willing to concede
that would not compromise its core
interests and position, yet at the same
time be significant enough to con-
vince the Pakistanis that they have

" got something out of the talks? This

question is extraordinarily difficult to
answer, because both sides have little
room for manoeuvre at the moment.
But a successfully implemented agr-
eement on Siachen will atleast be the
first step in assuring both sides that
they.are at least capable of keeping
any promises they make.

Withdrawal from Siachen will not
resolve the issues between the two
sides. But a failure to make progresson
the issue will almost certainly ensure
that there is no further progress. Toen-
sure that there is no possible political
fallout from this withdrawal, all politi-
cal parties can evolve a consensus. But
the glacier of blood can now be con-
verted into the glacier of peace. //’
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'HE RELATIONS BETWEEN India and Pakistan
e currently marked by a new and welcome
state of bonhomie. A few thousand visitors have
crossed the Wagah border to watch the ongoing
Cest series, Many of them have been invited 1o
siay with Indian families. The Pakistan Presi-
dent’s mother, son, and brother had lunch at
“rime Minister Manmohan Singh's house dur-
g a short break from a leisurely tour of the
olaces where members of the Musharraf family
had Lived and studied before Partition. Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf will soon come to Delhi
o watch a One Day International and he and
Dr. singh are expected to discuss serious issues
even as they oy to control emotions set off by
tre perdormances of their favourite teams. Polit-
rcal lcaders of the federal units adjoining the
nternational border, especially the Chief Minis-
wrs of the two Punjabs, Amarinder Singh and
Pervez Elahi, have done rauch to boest the spirit
ot deiente. Chief Ministers Singh and Elahi ap-
pear (i be chafing at the bit as they try to prod
their Cential Governments swiftly to bring
down the barriers to trade and investment. A
fate Muarch visit to india by a Pakistani dele-
cation of industrialists led by Shujaat Hussait, a
sajor figure in the political and economic life of
fis country. will be watched with much interest.

That india and Pakistan are sincere in their
intent 1o normalise bilateral relations is brought
oul by tie manner in which they have dealt with
ordinaty working peopie who fell into the fis-
sures caused by the longstanding hostility. Most
ol the aver 500 Indians released recently from
iPakistani jails are fisherfolk who strayed into
Pakistan's territorial waters in pursuit of their

THE HnpU
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livelihood. It is commendable that Islamabad
has recognised that they deserve humane treat-
ment. As a part of the composite dialogue, the
two Governments are exploring ways to deal
with such transgressions. This is the appropriate
time for the two neighbours to put in place ar-
rangements similar to those recently instituted
between India and Sri Lanka. Captain Singh
imust also be given credit for effectively taking up
the issue of another category of vulnerable folk
who violated Pakistani immigration laws as they
sought to reach the West in their quest for live-
lihood. Many of them, duped by unscrupulous
agents, ended up in Pakistani prisons. About 30
persons in this category were released recently
and, hopefully, the rest will also return home
soon.

As President Musharraf reminded an interna-
tional audience during his Pakistan Day address
on March 23, the contentious issues have not
lost their salience even though confidence-
building measures have been undertaken on a
regular basis. While there can be no argument
about the substance of this assertion, it is impos-
sible to ignore the change in attitude that has left
the people of the two countries feeling positive
towards each other. India and Pakistan will
move towards a resolution of the disputes be-
tween them only if they approach the issues with
minds uncluttered by an unnecessary and corro-
sive hostility. Meanwhile, India’s vast cricket-
loving public will warmly congratulate Pakis-
tan’'s champion cricketer and captain,
Inzamam-ul-Haq, on the occasion of his 100th
Test at Bangalore today. And may the team that
plays better win or square the three-Test series. -

2 4 MAR 2009



GATEWAY TO FREEDOM: Indians released by Pakistan from its jails wait to cross the
Wagah border and enter their homeland on Tuesday. Over 560 prisoners were received by
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder V AFP (Report on Page 11)

Wlllmg to dlscuss any
P issue with Musharraf,

By Our Specnal Correspondent

NEW DELH!, MARCH. 22. India has
stated that it was willing to dis-
cuss any issue the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
may want to during his visit to
New Delhi next month and as-
serted that there has been a dis-
tinct improvement in relations
between the two neighbours in
the recent past.

“Mr. Musharraf is arriving
here on April 16 to witness the
cricket match on Apyil 17, Be-
sides cricket, we wadld'talk on
any issue if he wished to. We
would talk to his military, to
him ... and I think the whole
House wishes that relations be-
tween the two countries be-
come strong,” the External
Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
told the Lok Sabha.

Trade ties

Responding to a discussion
on the statement by the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister on his visits
to neighbouring nations in the
House, Mr. Natwar Singh said:
“I do not want to get carried
away. Just image that if there

were an Indo-Pak cricket team,
we could defeat all other coun-
tries together”.

He further said that if trade
between the two nations went
up, so would the standard of liv-
ing and then entire SAARC
would look different.

He said if Pakistan allowed
trade to go through its territory,
India could go up to Central
Asia. The Minister also pointed
out that the India-Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline project was a case
in point.

The Minister also assured
that there was no room for ap-
prehensions on the travel for-
malities on the
Srinagar-Muzaffarbad bus
route. He said travel to Jammu
and Kashmir and within the
State by persons across the Line
of Control would be on the basis
of a document stamped by the
Government of India and would
not involve accepting or recog-
nising any document issued by
the other side.

Train link

He said the work on the Mu-
nabo-Khokrapar railway line

.- says Natwar Singh

was progressing and it could be-
come operational by October 2.
As regards, Nankana Sahib-
Amritsar bus service, he said if
things proceed without a hitch,
it could start running by
Baisakhi.

But Mr. Natwar Singh em-
phasised that he was aware that
Indo-Pak relations were acci-
dent-prone and so there was a
need to be careful and cautious.

“At no stage, have we stopped
telling them that the real suc-
cess of composite dialogue will
be when terrorism is stopped

because the structure for terror-

ism still continues there”.

Besides Pakistan, the Minis-
ter also elaborated on New Del-
hi’s stand in regard to Nepal. He
said New Delhi has conveyed to
the King that he should restart
the process for democracy in
Nepal, as soon as possible, and
it required the release of all po-
litical leaders.

On the question of military
aid to Nepal, he said, the matter
was under constant review. He
also gave an overview of devel-
opments in Afghanistan.

)
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568 Indian
prisoners
taste freedom

CHANDIGARH, March 22, —
Five hundred and sixty-eight In-
dian prisoners watked to freed-
om to India today, days after
Gen. Pervez Musharraf promis-
ed their release in an effort to
strengthen relations with New D-
elhi. The prisoners had been rel-
eased from a Karachi jail on Su-
nday but could not cross the
Wagah border yesterday due to
bad weather. They were received
by, among others, Punjab chief
mituster Captain Amarinder Sin-
gh, at the border. The prisoners
are mostly fishermen who had
been arrested for reportedly
entering Pakistas illegally.

The two countries arrest each
other’s fishermen on a regular
basis, a practice the latter say is
“inhuman”. Of the 568, 529 are
fishermen and 39 civilians.

Lakshman Shanker, a 60-year-
old fisherman, said: “It was a b-
ad experience. I saw jail for the
first time.” He said they did not
intentionally cross into Pakistan.

— “"?‘Q..:”
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“Obsolete mindset

« . Affects India's stature

That political leaders are prisoners of an obsolete mindset
is evident from the fuss New Delhi is making over sale of
25 US-made F-16 fighters to Pakistan. It is significant that the
Indian Air Force sees no great threat since the PAF acquired
an initial batch of those combat jets, we have our MiG-29,
Mirage-2000 and the Sukhoi-30. The latest version of the
French plane is preferred choice — over even F-16 —as we
set about boosting air assets with another 126 frontline units.
So in terms of both technology and numbers, 25 F-16s for
Pakistan amounts to little more than a pinprick to profession-
als. Our ministers seem to be illiterate in these matters, with-
out recognising that Pakistan also has military requirements,
they fly off the handle and suggest that both Indo-US and
Indo-Pak relations would be hostage to a couple of F-16
squadrons in the PAF livery.

India has always raised objection to being equated with
Pakistan, irked by attempts to portray a triangular relation-
ship with a major power. Yet in asserting that sales to Pakis-
tan would cloud bilateral relations, our leaders are under-
mining the role India plays in international affairs, this last
decade. Frozen in the cold war era, their thinking sells India
short. If a few months ago we took a small step toward forcing
ourselves into the big league by insisting we would handle the
situation created by the Boxing Day tsunami, in crying foul
over the F-16s when Condoleezza Rice came calling we took
a giant leap backwards. Back to a situation in which the Pak-
istan factor assumes exaggerated importance. Natwar and
Pranab need a refresher course in something, for which both
profess no little mastery. Rather than whine at a political/ dip-
lomatic level the Indian leadership ought to use economic
muscle to make its point. Military purchases can ensure effec-
tive leverage. Did we not make it clear to the French that we
would not buy their Scorpene submarines if they continued to
supply Pakistan with Augostas? Maybe we could do with
something similar with Lockheed Martin, keen to sell the
Orion and the Hercules. It is also anxious to put the F-16 on
the table, but most professionals would suffer no heartburn if
the PAF feasts on 25 of them.
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Large screens
to bring bus
rideliveto
Srinagar .

HT Correspondent
Jammu, March 20

SRINAGAR’S MILLION residents
are looking forward to a visual
treat on April 7 when projection
screens across the summer capital
will telecast, live, the flagging-off
ceremony of the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus service by Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh.

The screens are coming up at
Lal Chowk, Khaniyar, Barzulla,
Chhanpora, Batmaloo, Jawahar
Nagar, Lalbaazar and various oth-
er places in Srinagar for the locals
to witness the historic moment
when the bus leaves the starting
gate around 10 a.m.

Backed with uninterrupted
power supply, the projection
screens will bring to life images of
the international event exclusive-
1y for the people of Srinagar.

The civil administration, no
doubt, intends to inject a dose of
festivity onto the streets of Srina-
gar. “We wished to have it across
the Valley, but connectivity is a
big problem, which we cannot
overcome in such a short time”,
an official told Hindustan Times.

The rest of the Valley, as also
the world, will see the big event on
small screens. Doordarshan is
making arrangements to telecast
it live.

Meanwhile, chief minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed will
move a resolution in the Assembly
early next week welcoming the
bus service as an epoch-making
event in the history of South Asia.

Pak to send list today

PAKISTAN WILL hand over its
list of the prospective travellers
on Muzzaffarabad-Srinagar bus
service to the Indian side on Mon-
day. Official sources said that the
Indian list is already ready. It has
also been duly verified by Pak-
istani officials. The verification of
the antecedents of the Indian pas-
sengers travelling to PoK and the
Pakistanis travelling to Kashmir
is one of the conditions governing
the resumption of the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service after a
gap of nearly 60 years.
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“Pak President’s mothér

“moved by AMU

TMes NEws NETWORK b -

Aligarh: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf’s mother
Begum Zarin Musharraf on
Friday told a gathering of
students at the Aligarh Mus-
lim  University (AMU)
women'’s college that she was
“gverwhelmed” by the recep-
tion she had received on
campus. She declared that
shefelt all the more honoured
by the reception as AMU had
played a major and historic
role in the spread of educa-
tion in the sub-continent.
Zarin, who was on a jour-
ney down memory lane at
her late husband’s alma
mater, showed a flair for
diplomacy which profession-
als attain only through train-
ing. Reaching out to the
youth of the country, she said
she would pray for them as
also for peace and prosperity
in the sub-continent.
Fighting hard to hold back
tears, a visibly moved Begum
Zarin told newspersons that
“one day — insha Allah — [
would like to come back
again for a second visit to

Zarin Musharraf during her visit to
the Sir Syed Ahmed Mazar in
Aligarh on Friday

this institution where my
late husband had spent some
of the most memorable days
of his life”.

Earlier in the morning, in
the presence of a large crowd
of cheering students, the oc-
togenarian lady visited the
university mosque, accompa-
hied by her grandson Bilal
Musharraf and her elder son

THC

~IMES OF INDIA

RN \

recepﬁon

Javed Musharraf, broth-
er of Gen Pervez
Musharraf. She placed a
wreath on the mazar of
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan,
the founder of AMU.
She also visited the
Macdonel hostel where
her late husband lived
during his days at the
AMU in the 1930s.

In reply to a question
during an informal chat
with a newsperson, Bi-
lal Musharraf said it
would be great if he
could one day send his
own children to the this
centre of learning.

The Pakistan presi-
dent’s family left for
New Delhi in }he
afternoon. ’
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Pak keen on

gas pact:

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 10: Pak-
istan has done the
groundwork for the proposed
gas pipeline project and is
ready to sign a trilateral agree-
ment with India and Iran
when petroleum minister
Mani Shankar Aiyar visits Is-
lamabad on March 18, Left
leaders said.

Harkishen Singh Surjeet
and A.B. Bardhan, who re-
turned from Pak-
istan after a nine-
day tour, also high- [
lighted the need to {
use the pipelineasa }
confidence-build-
ing measure that
can lead to lasting
peace between the
neighbours.

The two leaders,
who are scheduled
to meet Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Si-
ngh and brief him
on their trip, are li-
kely to impress up-
on him the need to

take advantage of cerity,  flexibility
the “conducive at- and courage” in try-
mosphere” to bring ingto evolve a settle-
about permanent ment that was ac-
peace with Pak- ceptable to both the
istan. countries as well as
The proposed Surjeet, Kashmiris.
gas pipeline has Bardhan The Left duo said

come to the fore-
front as a possible bridge in
India-Pakistan relations at a
time when indications suggest
that the US is making all ef-
forts to isolate Iran.

There were also reports
that Washington has been try-
ing to make the Indian and the
Pakistani leaderships aware
of its concern over Iran.

It is not clear yet whether
the trilateral agreement will
be acceptable to India, which
has so far been arguing in fav-

)

Left

i

our of separate pacts between
it and Iran and another one be-
tween Islamabad and Teh-
eran. But Pakistan’s keenness
shows that it has not allowed
the US to influence it to go
slow on the proposed project.

Although Surjeet and
Bardhan met almost all the
key political leaders in Pak-
istan, the highlight of their
visit was an hour-long téte-a-
téte with President Pervez
Musharraf.

“The meeting with the
President was very
frank. He was happy
with the progress of
the confidence-
building measures
and trade opening
up, but asserted that
conflict issues also
have to be taken up.
We cannot avoid
any discussion on
Kashmir,” the two
leaders said.

The Pakistan
President also
stressed on the need
for India and Pak-
istan to display “sin-

that after the Pak-
istan trip, they were con-
vinced that leaders of the two
countries are capable of re-
solving the Kashmir conflict
amicably without any “third-
party” mediation by the US or
any other country.

The issue of fishermen
who stray into each other’s
waters, the Baglihar dam and
strengthening people-to-peo-
ple contact were also dis-
cussed at their meetings with
the Pakistani leadership.
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/62 Indian"

soldiers in
_Pakjails
q\;f@jj);z SPEgb\liG \6\)“

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 9: Veer
Zaara, the love story on cellul-
oid of an air force officer — pl-
ayed by Shahrukh Khan — wr-
ongly confined in a Pakistani

jail for two decades, moved he- °

arts and minds and turned the
film with its message of peace
into a hit.

But the story of real Indian
soldiers in Pakistani jails is
still unfinished.

There are 62 Indian soldie-
rs in Pakistani jails and Delhi
has sought their release, de-
fence minister Pranab Mukh-
erjee said in Parliament today.

Pakistan has not acknowl-
edged the presence of the pris-
oners of war in its custody but

the matter was raised by '

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh during the visit of his
Pakistan counterpart Shaukat
Aziz to New Delhi in Novem-
ber, Mukherjee said in a writ-
tenreply.

“The government through
diplomatic channels has been
consistently taking up the is-
sue of early release and repa-
triation of the Indian prison-
ers of war,” the minister said.

Of the 62, 54 have been des-
cribed as “PoWs”. The other
eight are believed to have acci-
dentally crossed the Line of
Control in Kashmir or the int-
ernational boundary. The figu-
re of 54 PoWs has often been
raised by an organisation cal-
led the Missing Defence Per-
sonnel Relatives Association.
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"Gas pipeline pact
unconditional, says

Pak minister .«
Reuters 0\\%

Karachi, March 8

INDIA HAS agreed unconditionall\r to join a proposed $4 billion
pipeline project to carry gas from Iran, through Pakistan, to In-
dia, Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Tuesday. In-
dia’s petroleum minister, Mani Shankar Aiyar, would hold talks
with Pakistan in Islamabad, he said.

“We asked them to join the Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline un-
conditionally,” Aziz told reporters in Karachi. “And 10 days ago In-
dia accepted our proposal ... It will be a pipeline for peace.”

Analysts have said the planned pipeline, which could be com-
pleted by 2011, would help improve relations between the nu-
clear-armed neighbours that have fought three wars since their
independence from Britain in 1947,

Aziz said on Tuesday that Pakistan, which hopes to earn mil-
lions of dollars in transit fees from the project, has guaranteed In-
dia safe supplies of natural gas. The security of the pipeline and
an unhindered supply of gas are India’s main concerns.

Aiyar had told Parliament earlier this month that energy-hun-
gry India would impose tough conditions on Iran, which had the
world’s second-biggest proven gas reserves after Russia at the
end of 2003, for guaranteed supplies of natural gas.

India has also said previously it would only agree to the
pipeline being built if economic ties with Pakistan improved.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES 89 MR 2008
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Chand1garh Yott could have mistaken them for ah
earnest group of undertakers, standing around in
their black suits holding long single-stemmed roses,
except that the air was far from funereal The students
of the local hotel management i
institute had been roped in to ;
lend a touch of professional :
hospitality to the open-air re-
ception organised by the Pun-
jab Cricket Association (PCA)
to welcome the busloads of
Pakistani fans who rolled into
Chandigarh a little after dusk }
on Sunday night.

When the tired Lahoris
stepped out into the arms of the
PCA officials and the media’s
waiting jaws, they were strung with marigolds, hand-
ed a rose each, and showered with questions. Despite
six hours on the road in buses whose suspensions were
as bumpy as the relations between the two countries,
they were perceptibly thrilled by the welcome and the
fact that a special reception had been organised for
them. A few were candid enough to say that they had
not dreamt that the welcome would be so warm. Khal-
ida Mehmood, a housewife who is here with her busi-

» PAKRAMAN ll PAGES 21&22

Cnckets only thelr bahana to see India

“* nessman husband, spoke for most of the 1,700 fans who

arrived last night when she said, “Cricket is just a ba-
hana (reason). We are here to see India.”

The reception thankfully did away with long-wind-
ed welcome speeches and other rituals. Instead, there
was food, water, helphnes and a counter which pro-

: vided helpful information on
hotel accommodation. “It’s
great that hotels aren’t over-
~ charging, given the demand,”
said Mansur Ali Khan, a young
. businessman who was named
. after the Nawab of Pataudi. As
.y part of his charm offensive,
i Mansur was dressed in a dark

saffron kurta (“India’s
colour”), but confessed that he
had a green one in his suitcase
which he would wear to the
match. “Of course, if India plays better than Pakistan,
I will change,” he grinned.

Kuljeet Singh, who drove one of the 21 buses from
Wagah, remarked on how his passengers spoke Pun-
jabi like him, and said that bhangra in the aisles had
broken the tedium of the journey. Very few families
have come across —most of the fans are affJjuent young
men like Ummair Tofeeq who said that ‘he would be

“chilling on all things Indian”.
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President’s Rule after
— O -t e
Rane wins trust vote

~Statesman News Service 9,{\\”\

NEW DELHI/PANAIJI, March 4. —
The Centre today decided to impose
President’s Rule in Goa, keeping the
Assembly in suspended animation.
The decision was taken at an emer-
gency Union Cabinet meeting this
evening after Congress chief minister
Mr Pratapsinh Rane won a controver-
sial trust vote.

The shaky Congress government
won the trial of strength with the help
of the pro-tem Speaker’s casting vote
after he restrained an Opposition
UGDP MLA from voting. Three
hours later, the Cabinet took up the
issue suo motu without waiting for a
recommendation from the Governor.

“What has happened in the Ass-
embly of Goa today is not acceptable
to the Centre. It was not proper not
to allow one member to vote and
then get the confidence motion
passed with a casting vote given by
the Speaker. This is exactly what was
done by the previous government. If
that is wrong, this is also wrong,”
Union home minister Mr Shivraj
Patil said after the meeting.

THE STATESMAN

The President approved the
Centre’s decision tonight.

The Cabinet decision came close
on the heels of the controversy surro-
unding Jharkhand Governor Syed
Sibtey Razi installing Mr Sibu Soren
as chief minister. It has already kic-
ked up a political storm with the Op-
position BJP accusing the Centre
and Congress chief Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi for their complicity in the matter.

In a cautious response, the BJP
said imposition of President’s Rule
was the only alternative in the pre-
sent circumstances but expressed
hope that the Assembly was kept in
suspended animation only to be dis-
solved with Parliament approval,
and not as a ploy for “horse trading”.

BJP leader Mr Pramod Mahajan
said: “I hope the Assembly has been
kept in suspended animation as Sup-
reme Court had asked the govern-
ment in the Bommai case to take
prior permission of Parliament befo-
re dissolving the House.” He added: |
“1 have objections if it is a ploy for
getting more and more MLAs to
their side to form a government.”

Another report on page 4

05 AR 2003
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200 prisoners
”\{))to be freed

Prass Trust of india SV

ISLAMABAD, March 1. — In an
impromptu decision during a
meeting with India’s top Left lead-
ers here, President Musharraf
today ordered the immediate
release of 200 Indian civilian pris-
oners languishing in Pakistan’s jails
either for economic offences or for
not carrying proper documents.

“Release them” was the order
issued by the General when the vis-
iting CPI-M general secretary, Mr
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, and CPI
leader Mr AB Bardhan broached
the subject during their hour-long
meeting. The decision was sponta-
neous, Mr Bardhan said.

According to Delhi’s estimate,
over 1,400 Indians, including 54
PoWs, are lodged in Pakistan’s
jails. Islamabad has, however,
denied the presence of PoWs.

The Left leaders said they were
impressed by what they called
President Musharraf’s honesty
and sincerity to address all bilater-
al issues. “He is very frank and
honestly answered all our que-
ries,” Mr Surjeet said.

Mr Bardhan said he and Mr
Surjeet noted the President’s com-
mitment to resolve all issues with
India. “We found him sincere,
flexible and courageous,” he said.

“I don’t want to be known in
history as a man who failed,” Mr
Bardhan quoted President Mush-
arraf as saying. “The General wa-
nts to resolve the issues in his as
well as 91-year-old Surjeet’s life-
time. He has the courage of a lea-
der and not a General,” he said.

Another topic that figured in the
discussions was the need to release
800 Indian fishermen along with
their trawlers and boats. At pre-
sent, Pakistan is releasing the pris-
oners in stages, but their boats are
being impounded. President Mus-
harraf has agreed to ook into the
request to release the vessels.

The General feared that Bag-
lihar would become a fait accom-
pli if work was allowed to be con-
tinued. However, the Left leaders
told him that “once you stop it” it
would be “stopped for all time”.

Photograph on page 5
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Pak Cricket Board

agamst

ISLAMABAD/ CHENNAI/ KOL-
KATA, Feb. 23. — The Pakistan’
Cricket Board today expressed con-
cern over the possibility of the series -
against India being postponed further
due to a telecast row.

In such an eventuality it would be
difficult for its team to tour at a later
date due to prior commitments,
a top PCB official said. He
hinted that the visitors
could seek compensation
from BCCI if the tour to

I India did not go ahead as

. per schedule. N
According to'a report

from Chennai, Madras

High Court will pass orders

for interim arrangements for tele-

cast tomorrow. “The PCB is per-

turbed to learn from Indian news
reports that the Indo-Pak series could
be postponed if a High Court decision

did not permit the BCCI to decide on

TV rights for the series,” it said in a

press release.

“PCB feels that cricket fans on both
sides are eagerly awaiting the series
and that another postponement
would be highly disappointing for the
public. It would also lead to severe
loss of revenue for both the

Boards_
and dislocation in logistics for M
r

77@37'4 Tté‘flﬂ

eAK o

ore delay
e, S &mm

“Further postponemen
would be difficult because Pakistan
would be touring the West Indies in
early May. PCB hopes that the TV
rights issue would be resolved expedi-
tiously so that the tour can proceed
on schedule.”

ESPN-Star Sports has sent a pro-
posal to the BCCI president, Mr

Ranbir Singh Mahendra. It has
offered production services
to BCCI in exchange for
telecast rights and is ready
to provide Prasar Bharati
with “the right to telecast
the matches on terms
acceptable to the BCCL.”

The letter states: “In the

event that the suggestions are
acceptable to the BCCI, we suggest
that ESS and the BCCI jointly
approach the honourable court and
recommend that it authorises the
implementation of this solution.” A
similar letter has also been sent by
Zee Telefilms Ltd.

Both companies have argued that
they would provide the services at lit-
tle monetary benefits.

Former BCCI chief Mr Jagmohan
Dalmiya said: “Nothing can be said
before the Madras High Court judg-
ment is passed.”

More reports on page 12
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Islamabad, Feb. 21: Indlan
and Pakistani ministers are
set to meet on March 15 and 16
to discuss the transnational
gas pipeline project from Iran.

The meeting is expected to
take place on the margins of a
conference of Saarc energy
ministers.

Pakistan’s petroleum min-
ister Amanullah Jadoon told
The Telegraph that an invita-
tion has been extended to his
Indian counterpart Mani Sha-
nkar Aiyar. “The talks with
Aliyar will be held in mid-Ma-
rch and there is a standing in-
vitation to him to these discus-
sions,” Jadoon said.

A day before his departure

n with Pru%e 1nister
Shaukat Aziz, Jadoon said Te-
hran and Islamabad have deci-
ded to go ahead with the proj-
ect. “India is welcome if it joi-
nsus,” the minister said.

Last week, when foreign
minister K. Natwar Singh was
in Pakistan, India had agreed
to consider joining the project,
labelled the peace pipeline.

Experts have been express-
ing apprehension about possi-
ble US opposition to the pipeli-
ne because of the row over Te-
hran’s nuclear programme.
But Jadoon said he did not for-
esee any such opposition.

Iran push in Delhi

The pipeline figured in talks
between Iranian foreignh min-

—_—

THE TELEGRAPH

1pelme meet

1ste Kamal Kharrazi and the
Indian leadership, reports our
special correspondent in New
Delhi.

“The Indian government
has created an encouraging
atmosphere for pushing
ahead with this highly impor-
tant project which, no
doubt, would have a positive
impact on regional conver-
gence,
minister told a meeting in the
capital.

“We expect the project to
take off soon,” Kharrazi, who
met Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh as well as Natwar
Singh, said.

Targeted by the US, Iran
wants New Delhi to use its
influence among the develop-
ing countries to allow Tehran
to pursue its atomic pro-
gramme for “peaceful” pur-
poses.

Kharrazi feels that at the
review of the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty, sched-
uled for later this year, Iran
and North Korea are likely to
come under attack by the US-
led bloc for their alleged viola-
tion of the treaty.

Iran would like to get
India’s support — though
Delhi is neither a signatory to
the NPT nor an observer at the
review meeting — to convince
the developing world to rally

behind Tehran. /

” the visiting foreign !
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2" %\ s link will give peace a chance!
lt had\appeared for a while that the India-Pakistan peace
process had skidded to a halt, but its wheels are turning
once again thanks to agreement on a Srinagar-Muzzafarabad
bus service, to be initiated in April. The agreement may pro-
perly be labelled as historic, since communications on this
route have snapped in 1947, when the Kashmir problem first
arose between India and Pakistan. There was give-and-take
on both sides. Delhi dropped its insistence on a passport and
visa as the only valid legal documents, settling instead for
entry permits ratified in Srinagar or Muzzafarabad. Islama-
bad is no longer holding out for the facility being made avail-
able to Kashmiris alone; all Indians and Pakistanis can catch
the bus. Both sides have been tight-lipped about the implica-
tions of the agreement. But there is no doubt the agreement
has the potential to release pent-up emotions and vanquish
stereotypes of ignorance and fear.

For Indians PoK, Gilgit, Baitistan and the Northern Areas
are absolutely unknown territory, and visits there should be
educative. The Kashmir jehad is also an economic activity; its
foot soldiers are poor people lured by the money available. If
PoK started catering to, say, Indian tourists, economic in-
centives for joining the jehad would be curtailed. Besides,
Pakistanis could verify for themselves that the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir isn’t as bad as is made out. Contact with
long sundered kin would go a long way towards healing Kash-
mir’s wounds. Apart from the Srinagar-Muzzafarabad bus
service, both sides have decided to press ahead on other
issues such as bus and rail links between Amritsar-Lahore
and Munabao-Khokrapar respectively; risk reduction agree-
ments to deal with nuclear accidents or unauthorised firing of
nuclear weapons; better coordination between Indian and
Pakistani coast guards and narcotics authorities, and notifi-
cation of missile tests. There is no doubt that agreement here
will restore the momentum of the peace process. South Block
must be complimented for some confident diplomacy on its
part: witness the blunt statement that if neighbouring
countries see SAARC as a forum to contain India, Delhi can
afford to bypass SAARC and deal directly with more dynamic
parts of the world. This is a much needed difference in tone
from IK Gujral’s friendly neighbourhood policy, which
emphasised good relations but demanded little in return. One
looks forward now to the Pakistani cricket tour of India;
Delhi must not stand in the way by insisting on the Pakistanis
playing in Ahmedabad, if they don’t want it.

/

- l;?ssage to PoK
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Playing ball with Pa

LY\-
HE COMI ricket series,
Ahmedabad and all, the go-
ahead for the \Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus and\the first tie-up

between an Indian financial products
firm with a Karachi-based Pakistani
company to tap the IT potential in Pak-
istan are clear signs of the changing
times in the difficult relationship of the
two subcontinental neighbours. While
politics and cricket are best kept apart,
in practice it doesn’t quite happen that
way, and so the decisions to press on
with the tour are welcome. Given the
enormous climate of goodwill that last
year’s series in Pakistan generated, we
can be sure that the coming tour will
only add to the already visible pluses
in our relations.

External Affairs Minister K. Natwar
Singh has said that 2004 has seen the
most intense Indo-Pak engagement and
dialogue till now. More ordinary folk —
cricket fans, schoolchildren, business-
men, artistes — have travelled back and
forth more than ever before. Though the
movement of officials across the border
grabs the headlines, it is this ‘people-cen-
tric’ process that is crucial to the resolu-
tion of the more tangled issues. No gov-
ernment, either in Islamabad or New
Delhi, will take a decision, on, say, Jam-

k\,

mu and Kashmir, without carrying their
people with them, and getting ‘the peo-
ple’ to understand each other is the first
element in this equation. It is, of course,
axiomatic that it is easier to make com-
promises for friends than for adversaries.

For this reason, the most important
of Mr Singh’s agreements in Islamabad
related to opening of borders. While the
accord on opening the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad route in J&K through a special
entry-permit system has hogged all
the attention, the agreement on the
Lahore-Amritsar bus service and the
rail service through Khokarpar and
Munabao are also significant. But they
are only the beginning, since there are
scores of other routes in J&K as well as
in Punjab and Rajasthan that can also
be thrown open.

Pakistan has yet to allow an opening in
trade and commerce. But opening routes
can be seen as a means to that end. A
vear after Independence, 32 per cent
of Pakistani imports came from India
which in turn bought 56 per cent of Pak-
istani exports. In 2000-01, India’s imports
were 0.42 per cent of Pakistan’s exports
and it provided just 0.13 per cent of its
imports. As we begin approaching these
figures again, many of our current prob-
lems will begin looking smaller.

o
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“Delhi visa
bounty for
Pak fans

Press Trust of India q gg

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 20. —
With the itinerary being
finalised, India will issue
around 10,000 visas to
Pakistani nationals to facilitate
their travel for the much-
awaited cricket series.

The Indian High Comm-
ission here will open special
windows besides organising
* visa camps in Karachi and
Lahore to issue the travel doc-
uments to the cricket fans.

“We plan to issue cricket
visas from Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi,” a senjor Indian
diplomat said here today.

He said the High Com-
mission will be issuing “cricket
visas”, which means that only
those who have tickets will be
given visas much on the lines of
how Pakistan issued visas to
Indian cricket fans during the
Indian team’s visit here last
year. Tickets are also expected
to be sold online.

The Pakistan team will not
be accompanied by a security
officer. “The manager and the
assistant manager will liaison

Kolkata Test on

16 March

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
Feb. 20. — The Pakistan
team will arrive in India on
28 February. They will
begin the tour with a
three-day match against
Board President’s Xl in
Dharamshala on 3 March.
Kolkata will host the
second Test from 16-20
March. The first Test will
be played in Mohali from
8-12 March, while
Bangalore will host the
third Test from 24-28
March. The fourth OD! will
be played in Ahmedabad.
Kochi, Vishakhapatnam,
Jamshedpur, Kanpur and
New Delhi will host the
other ODls. — PTI

Details on page 12

with the BCCI for the security arrangements to be
made,” Pakistan Cricket Board’s media advisor Mr
Abbas Zaidi was quoted as saying in The News today. As
for Ahmedabad, the Motera Stadium has been named to
host the fourth ODI on 12 April. “I have discussed the
team’s stay in Ahmedabad with BCCI secretary Mr SK
Nair. We will follow the advice of the BCCI on
Ahmedabad,” PCB’s senior general manager for cricket
operations Mr Zakir Khan said from Lahore.

THE STATESMAN
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"DON'T GO TO AHMEDABAD!
There shouldn’t be match in Gujarat

E Indian cricket board’s decision to accede to Pakis-
tan’s request to shift the Ahmedabad Test out of the
violence-scarred city is welcome, particularly as it is our
very own Eden Gardens which is the gainer. But what
was farcical and unexpected was the BCCI's request for
Pakistan to play an extra One-dayer in the venue that
they had already rejected because of “security reasons”.
Pakistan has presumably accepted the One-dayer so as
not to upset the India tour. They were well within their
right to refuse to play even a One-dayer in Ahmedabad,
and they should have. Everyone would understand the
reasoning. The BCCI's attempts not to jeopardise the
goodwill which would be generated by making a token
stop in Ahmedabad is misplaced. No goodwill will be lost
if Pakistan boycotts Gujarat altogether, particularly as
the rest of India would be fully/a e why it was taking
the justified stand. '\ %
Had the political 81tu arat c}langed since
"\ 2002 when over 2000 Mushms were killed in a planned
k state-sponsored pogrom, then a Indo-Pak match in Ahme-
dabad or anywhere else in the state would have gone
some way towards healing wounds and extending
‘bhaichara’. But they have not. In fact Narendra Modi is
still in charge of the state and the communal climate is
still as volatile. A street cricket match or small kite-flying
incident between two individuals can still turn into a full-
fledged communal riot in the state, so imagine what will
happen if Pakistan beats India at Ahmedabad.

It is not only the Pakistani cricketers whose safety is at
stake, the security of the 10,000 Pakistani spectators who
are planning on coming to India for the tour and the lives
of Gujarati Muslims who live in Ahmedabad are also at !
risk. The BJP/VHP/Bajarang Dal have already given
Gujarati Muslims a taste of what they can do three years
ago, and none of them really want to have to leave their [
homes and take refuge in camps on the day of the match, :
as they still need to do whenever tension builds up |
nearing a festival etc. Neither has Modi changed his \
provocative rhetoric. During local elections in Gujarat he
attacked Pakistan and called all Muslims traitors, and
even as recent as earlier this month he threatened to
teach “Mia Musharraf” a lesson. These speeches inspire
neither confidence nor goodwill. The only way to teach a
lesson to the likes of Modi is to. boycott Ahmedabad
completely as a venue and then let him to deal with the
humiliation.

THE STATESMAN { g FEB 200
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A ROUTE TO PEACE

/ W o

THE COMPOSITE DIALOGUE between India
and Pakistan received further impetus during
the Islamabad visit of External Affairs Minister
Natwar Singh. The confidence building mea-
sures agreed upon at the February 16 talks have
been on the agenda for quite some time. Howev-
er, from the way New Delhi and Islamabad quib-
bled over details it appeared unlikely that the
proposals would be operationalised any time
soon. Given this background, the announce-
ments made by Mr. Singh and Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister, Kurshid Mahmud Kasuri, will be heart-
ily welcomed. The decision to start a bus service
between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad; reopen
Consulates in Karachi and Mumbai; launch a
new bus service between Lahore and Amritsar;
and re-establish rail links between Rajasthan
and Sindh are humanitarian measures that have
been delayed too long. The needs and desires of
families divided at the time of Partition were
sidelined as the two Governments pondered
deeply over the strategic and legalistic implica-
tions of these arrangements. In pushing human-
itarian considerations to the fore, the two
Governments signalled a clear intent to normal-
ise relations between the peoples of India and
Pakistan. This affirmation of a positive approach
could in time prove to be an invaluable confi-
dence building measure on its own.

The decision to open the Line of Control for
the operation of a bus service between the two
parts of Kashmir appears to indicate that India
and Pakistan will adopt a sober approach to the
resolution of this dispute from now on. There
has been a significant shift from entrenched po-
sitions. While New Delhi dropped its demand
that passengers on this route must have pass-
ports and visas, Islamabad has agreed that the
service should be available to all citizens of India
and Pakistan, not to Kashmiris alone. With most

\qﬁ/

of the former princely State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, including Gilgit and Baltistan, being thrown
open, the scope for interaction between the peo-
ples of the two countries has been expanded.
However, traffic between Srinagar and Muzaffa-
rabad is unlikely to be heavy at least for some
time to come since many details need to be ad-
dressed. The road needs to be repaired, security
arrangements need to be finalised, and de-
mining operations may have to be carried out.
While there has been agreement on the nature of
travel documents to be used and on the mod-
alities for issuing them, complications could
arise when these procedures are actually put to
work. As expected, it was emphasised that the
opening up of the LoC for a humanitarian pur-
pose will not prejudice the stated positions of the
two countries on the Jammu and Kashmir issue.
For all that, this initiative holds great promise for
the long term.

While the Ministers issued separate statements
that differed in emphasis and tone, too much
need not be made of this. After all, each Govern-
ment has to pay due regard to sensitivities on its
side of the border. Pakistan could hardly be ex-
pected abruptly to drop its insistence that issues
such as the future of Kashmir or troop withdraw-
al from the Siachen Glacier should be addressed
with urgency. What needs to be highlighted is the
positive development that has taken place re-
cently. India came around and conceded that the
pipeline from Iran should be treated as a stand-
alone project. For its part, Pakistan appears will-
ing to accept that its Mumbai Consulate can be
accommodated on a site other than Jinnah
House. Movement towards Indo-Pakistani rap-
prochement might appear incremental. Howev-
er, steps are now being taken with such regularity
as to suggest that the dialogue is gaining mo-
mentum.

a4
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v FOUNDATION OF POSITIVE SENTIMENTS IN INDO-PAK TIES’

~ Visi

SNS & PTI Q‘V;\é"/\!\ %% ?

NEW DELHI, Feb. 17.— Stating that
there were differences between India
and Pakistan, the foreign minister, Mr
Natwar Singh, today said the peace
process could only be sustained in an
atmosphere free from violence and
terrorism.

Returning home after clinching an
agreement with Pakistan on running
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service, the
foreign minister said a foundation of
“positive sentiment and hope” had
been laid in bilateral relations which
was capable of yielding more results.

Mr Singh said his visit was “satisfac-
tory” and “would go a long way to
establish peace, mutual understanding
and shared prosperity between the two
countries”.

“No doubt, we have differences... but
I have underlined one thing to the
Pakistani leaders that the atmosphere
free from violence and terrorism is
required to sustain the peace process
between the two countries,” Mr Singh
told reporters at the airport here. He
said the people of both the countries
wanted peace and his visit to Pakistan
was a yet another step in this direction.

“There is a grounds well of goodwill

AN

Pervex pleased

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 17. — General Pervez
Musharraf has appreciated the flexibility
and statesmanship shown by India and
Pakistan in agreeing to run the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service. Gen. Mushar-
raf, during a meeting with Mr K Natwar
Singh here yesterday, also said that the
two countries could resolve all issues,
including J&K, in the same spirit.

The USA, UK and China today hailed
the Indo-Pak agreement on running the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service as a
*significant and historic breakthrough”
that would make a *real difference” to
the lives of Kashmiris on both sides of
the LoC. — PT!

existing between India and Pakistan
among people in both our countries
for a relationship free from hostility
and bitterness,” he said.

Terror threat

A Pakistan-based militant outfit,
Jaish-e-Mohammed, today threatened
to disrupt the historic new bus service
between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, AP
adds from Istamabad.

18 FEB 2005
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J&K govt to start
Uri road repair
on war footing

Statesman News Service

JAMMU, Feb. 17. — Following
the Centre’s decision to throw
open Uri-Muzaffarabad road
from 7 April, the J&K govern-
ment is speeding up repair on the
historic road on war footing.

A high-level tcam of Border
Roads Organisation (BRO), cur-
rently maintaining the Srinagar-
Uri-Muzaffarabad road under
Project Beacon, will reach Srina-
gar tomorrow to assess the situa-
tion and start work on the road.

The road has been receiving a
facelift for the last one year
when the process for its reopen-
ing started. “We have already
constructed the bridge on this
road. Work is on to complete its
two lanes,” Mr Ghulam Ahmad
Mir, J&K minister of state for
roads and bridges, said. He ad-
ded that there are plans to make
this a four-lane road.
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/" New border lines

The Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus agreement is.

a model for futyre IQQpQﬂdkén

HE ambit of the composite dl(;\'
logue India and Pakistan have un-
dertaken to address is so very vast that
affixing milestones can appear dismally
complicated. Is it material progress on
the gas pipeline and consolidation of
. econontic cooperation that’s requisite
for bilateral goodwill? Or a cordial exit
from the Baglihar dispute? Or must it
take swift resolution of all border dis-
putes before a working engagement
can be announced? Else, it is enough
just to have our ministers on talking
terms to confirm the thaw? All such
queries can be routed to the borgder.
The test is simple: any pact or proposal
that in any way eases border crossings
markssubstantial progress. Agreement
between the two countries on starting a
bus service between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad passes this test. It proves
that through open-minded negotiation,
India and Pakistan can accommodate
eachother’sconcerns with their respec-
tive notions of national interest.

" Thereisashort-sighted tendency to
separate Indo-Pak engagement into
people-to-people contact and official
dialogue. Events of the last decade or so
have, however, shown that to sustain
contact between citizens, state coopera-
tion is critical. Moreover,-this decade
amply demonstrates that officialdom
cannot count off its successes in isola-
tion. It needs visible endorsement from
the p;ople. A measure of bilateral

/

istan to be enabled to expect universal
rules and procedures for travel to the
other’s country. There was a long mo-

ageme
AL, 1 VY
progress lies in the amdunt of space

_cleared for the people of India and Pak-

mentwhen the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad |
bus service appeared to have been lost

to seemingly irreconcilable postures,

Pakistan was set firmly against India’s

insistence on passengers carrying ade-
quately stamped passports. New Delhi,
in turn, could not countenance Islam-
abad’s case that the bus service — and
by extension, opportunities for travel
across the Line of Control -— be open

_only to Kashmiris. This week both ob-

jections have been heeded, and on
April 7 the first bus will roll across the
LoC. Ttwill, by all accounts, be followed
by the opening of Sindh-Rajasthan rail
link and a bus connection between Am-
ritsar and Lahore.

Connectivity, however, must be
anchored in opportunities for border
crossings. At present, travel is permit-
ted mostly for a purpose —to visit rel-
atives, for pilgrimage, for business, for
seminars, and so on. Tourism is
viewed with suspicion. Relaxation of
procedures for cricket visas has, how-
ever, shown that Indians and Pakista-
nis can stream across the border in
large numbers without posing a
curity risk. It would be a pity it they
had to await special occasions before
being allowed across. /

se-
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“Nuke & narcotics in pact push

Valley erupts
in bus cheer

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Islamabad, Feb. 16: Political
leaders in India and Pakistan
need to find ways to enhance
trust and cooperation between
the two countries despite the
differences between them, ex-
ternal affairs minister K. Nat-
war Singh concluded at the
end of his meeting with Pak-
istani leaders here.

The differences between
the two countries, Singh felt,
were normal “given the histo-
ry and complexity of our relat-
ionship”. But these needed to
be addressed productively.

His bilateral visit to Pakist-
an, the external affairs minis-
ter claimed, had reinforced his
“determination to continue
working for expanding coope-
ration and understanding be-
tween our two countries”.

Singh’s counterpart Khur-
sheed Mehmood Kasuri also
noted “with satisfaction the
overall improvements in atm-
ospherics between the two co-
untries”. The positive steps
being taken by the two sides,
he said, augured well for the
future of bilateral ties.

Singh announced a slew of
measures to increase confide-
nce between the two countries.
Besides enhanced transport li-
nks, he said the officials of the
two sides had been instructed
that by July this year, the fol-
Jowing agreements had to be
finalised: on pre-notification
of missile tests, memorandum
of understanding between In-
dian Coastguards and Pakista-
n’s Maritime Security Agency
and an MoU between the two
narcotics control authorities.

India and Pakistan, he
said, had also decided to initi-
ate discussions on reducing
the risk of nuclear accidents
or unauthorised use of nucle-
ar weapons and prevention of
incidents at sea.

The two sides have also ag-
reed to consider further meas-
ures to alleviate the suffering
of civilian prisoners and ap-
prehended fishermen.

Pakistan’s foreign minis-

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf and Natwar Singh shake hands before their

meeting in Islamabad on Wednesday. (PTI)

ter revealed that Delhi has
agreed to lease a government-
owned building and a plot of
land in Mumbai for the simul-
taneous opening of Pakistan’s
consulate in Mumbai and
India’s consulate in Karachi.

Kasuri said the issues of
Kashmir, Siachen, Sir Creek,
peace and security as well as
the Baglihar and Kishenganga
projects were discussed.

The two countries, it was
evident, have also decided to
upgrade their trade and eco-
nomic links. Not only has Ind-
ia decided to examine the Iran-
Pakistan-India gas pipeline
but also ways to improve eco-

nomic ties.

A joint study group on tr-
ade and economic cooperation
at the level of commerce secre-
taries is scheduled to meet on
February 22 and 23 in Delhi.

“There is a general accept-
ance of the many complemen-
tarities between India and
Pakistan. In not realising
their benefits, both are losing
out,” foreign secretary Shyam
Saran said after the meeting
between the two ministers.

Outlining the Indian strat-
egy for negotiating the Iran-
Pakistan-India gas pipeline,
Saran said Delhi and Tehran
were discussing ways of brin-

ging the gas from Iran to a poi-
nt on the India-Pakistan bor-
der. “Perhaps, an overarching
tripartite agreement may be
needed to achieve this.”

Saran argued that enhanc-
ing transport links were esse-
ntial for promoting trade as al-
S0 people-to-people contact.

A number of confidence-
building measures to this end
had been envisaged. “The Ind-
ian high commission in Islam-
abad is issuing 10,000 visas per
month,” the foreign secretary
said, suggesting that this was
not the kind of activity that
would take place in any other
Indian mission.

OUR BUREAU

Srinagar/Jammu, Feb. 16: A
power-deprived Valley, plun-
ged in darkness, lit up with f-
irecrackers today over the
news of theimminent launch
of the Srinagar-Muzaffarab-
ad bus service.

“It is a dream come true,”
said Deen Mohammad, a un-
iversity student in Srinagar.
“The bus will reunite thousa-
nds of families. Something
great is happening to blood-
soaked Kashmir after a long
time.”

The jubilation was match-
ed by the welcome noises the
political parties made even as
they tried to corner credit for
the April 7 opening of the ro-
ad that has been in disuse for
over five decades.

Chief minister Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed said in wint-
er capital Jammu that it was
a “historic” step that would
“heal many wounds that time
and distance had wreaked on
local hearts™.

“It is our mission that has
been realised,” he said at a
hurriedly convened news co-
nference this afternoon, indi-
cating his ruling People’s De-
mocratic Party’s main plank
in the last Assembly polls.

Party president Mehboo-
ba Mufti drove home the cla-
im. “We fought the 2002 Ass-
embly elections here with the
chief electoral plank that the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road
should be opened as a prel-
ude to easing of tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.”

“It has been our firm beli-
ef that Kashmir must serve
as the bridge of friendship
between the two countries.
Today, that dream has been

realised,” she said.

In her rival camp, Farooq
Abdullah attributed the idea
to his father; late Sheikh Abd-
ullah. “My late father and fo-
under of the National Confe-
rence had requested the then
Pakistan President, General
Ayub Khan, in 1964 that the
road must be opened to allow
the divided hearts to rejoin.
That has finally happened.”

The positive attitude exte-
nded to the separatist camp.
The moderate faction of the
All Parties’ Hurriyat Confer-
ence described the scheduled
opening as “a small significa-
nt step towards a solution to
the Kashmir problem”,

“The step taken by the
two governments will hopef-
ully narrow down distances
and promote closer relation-
ship in terms of understand-
ing each others’ point of view
on issues confronting people
in the subcontinent,” Hurriy-
at chief spokesman Abdul
Gani Bhat said in Srinagar.

The sentiment of the com-
mon man on both sides of the
border was no different. “If
the two countries have been
able to agree on the road ope-
ning across the Line of Cont-
rol, the day is not far off wh-
en they will agree on a per-
manent resolution of the Ka-
shmir dispute,” said Ghulam
Mohiuddin of Srinagar, who-
se sister lives in Abbotabad,
Pakistan.

“After 15 years of separat-
ion from my dear ones, I will
be able to meet them... I am
just counting the days until
the bus service starts and I
can go home,” said Muham-
mad Igbal Awan of Muzaffa-
rabad, capital of PoK, who
migrated 15 years ago.
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India,
rinagar-

By Amit Baruah and
B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 16. In a major
breakthrough, India and Pakis-
tan today agreed to allow travel
across the Line of Control (LoC)
by bus between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad. The service, un-
der consideration since Octo-
ber 2003, is expected to start
from April 7.

“Travel will be by an entry
permit system, once identities
are verified. Application forms
for travel will be available with
[the] designated authorities in
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad,”
said a joint statement issued af-
ter the talks between the Exter-

nal Affairs Minister, Natwar
Singh, and the Pakistani
leadership.

Open to all citizens

The Foreign Secretary, Shy-
am Saran, told presspersons
that the bus service could be
used by all Indian and Pakistani
citizens for travel in the whole
of Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing Baltistan and Gilgit. The fre-
quency of the service is to be
worked out.

He said all Indians would
have to apply to the Regional
Passport Officer, Srinagar, the
designated authority, and the
entry permits issued by India
and Pakistan would be accept-
ed by either side.

Route may be de-mined

Mr. Saran said that the LoC
along the Srinagar-Muzaffara-
bad route would be de-mined if
necessary and all other mea-
sures to operationalise the bus
service, including security con-
cerns, would be taken up very
soon. He clarified that India
viewed the bus service as a hu-
manitarian measure without
prejudice to the stated posi-
tions of both countries on Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The much-awaited bus
agreement was given the green

taraba
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NEW VISTAS: External Affairs Minister Natwar Singﬁ with Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf and Foreign Minister

Pakistan agree on
Muzaffarabad bus link
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Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri in Rawalpindi on Wednesday. India and Pakistan have signed many agreements
taking bilateral relations to a new high. — AFP

signal after Mr. Singh met the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf, at the Army House
in Rawalpindi this morning.
This was Mr. Singh'’s first offi-
cial engagement after arrival
here on Tuesday evening from
Kabul.

Many accords

Mr. Singh and his Pakistani
counterpart, Khurshid Mah-
mud Kasuri, who did not take
questions at a joint press ap-
pearance, reported agreements
in separate statements on a
number of subjects. These in-
clude: a new Amritsar-lahore
bus service, expediting the
Khokrapar-Munabao rail link
and the lease of a government
building and a plot of land in
Mumbai to Pakistan for the si-
multaneous opening of the Pa-
kistani consulate in the
Mabharashtra capital and the In-
dian consulate in Karachi.

Mr. Kasuri said that Pakistan
had “noted with satisfaction”
the Indian decision to consider
the Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline as a stand-alone pro-
ject. “We hope for the early fi-
nalisation of an agreement.”

On his part, Mr. Singh said

T iy

that India had agreed to look at
a gas pipeline through Pakistan
if its concerns on security and
assured supplies were ad-
dressed.

“As you can see, we have
come a long way over the past
year or so ... | am convinced
that cooperation between our
two countries is not just a desir-
able objective; it is an imper-
ative,” read Mr.  Singh's
statement.

He said the process could be
sustained only in an atmo-
sphere “free from terrorism and
violence, in the framework of
implementation of [the] com-
mitment made [by Pakistan] on
January 6, 2004.” Mr. Singh said
that both sides had instructed

Cricket series is on

By Our Special Corresponde;lt

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 16. The
Pakistan cricket team’s tour
to India is on, the Foreign
© Secretary, Shyam Saran, told
presspersons today.
In resporise to a specific
question, Mr. Saran said he

their officials to finalise agree-
ments by July 2005 on pre-noti-
fication of missile tests, an
understanding between the In-
dian and Pakistani Coast Guard
and narcotics authorities.

Both countries also agreed to
initiate discussions on agree-
ments for nuclear risk reduc-
tion, unauthorised use of
nuclear weapons, prevention of
incidents at sea and alleviation
of the situation of civilian pris-
oners and fishermen.

Rail link

According to Mr. Kasuri, the
Aakistan Prime Minister, Shau-
kat Aziz, has instructed the au-

thorities concerned to expedite
work on the Khokrapar-Muna-

bao rail link between Sindh and
Rajasthan. India wants the rail
service to start in October.

“We hope that the Joint
Study Group meeting at the lev-
el of Commerce Secretaries to
be held in New Delhi on Febru-
ary 22-23 will come up with rec-
ommendations which will be
mutually beneficial to both
countries,” he said.

Pakistan also reiterated its in-
vitation to the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, to visit the
country. Mr. Singh told Pakista-
ni leaders that he would convey
this sentiment to Dr. Singh up-
on return to New Delhi.

Kashmir parties, people hail
decision: Page 12

{

'1
had no reason to believe that ﬁi

the cricket series would not

go ahead. |

Asked if the Test match
would be played in i
Ahmedabad, Mr. Saran

replied that this was a matter
for the two cricket boards to
sort out.
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" Natwar hopes to boost
Vhldla Pakistan ties

y Amit Baruah

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 15. The External
Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
said today that he intended to
use his three-day visit to Pakis-
tan to provide further impetus
to the India-Pakistan rap-
' prochement process.

Speaking at the airport here
soon after arrival, Mr. Singh,
however, stressed that the dia-
logue process could be sus-
tained only in an atmosphere
free from terrorism and vio-
lence in the framework of the
January 6, 2004 agreement.

“We are looking at additional
transportation links between
us,” Mr. Singh, who will meet
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharaf; the Prime Minister,
Shaukat Aziz, and his counter-
part, Khurshid Kasuri, tomor-
row, said.

“Tomorrow, 1 will have the
opportunity to convey the
greetings of Prime Minister
[Manmohan Singh] to Presi-
dent [Musharraf] and Mr. Shau-
kat Aziz. In my meeting
tomorrow with Foreign Minis-
ter Mahmud Kasuri, I will be
| reiterating India’s commitment

to a tension-free, peacefu] and
cooperative relationship with
Pakistan.”

Mr. Singh said: “We have
now agreed to consider a pipe-
line through Pakistan, subject
to satisfaction of our concerns
related to security and assured
supplies.” He claimed that sub-
stantial progress had been
made in the bilateral relation-
ship since January 2004. “The
process had been imparted vi-
gour after the new Government
came to power in India in May
2004. Since then we have come
a fair distance.”

The Minister said he was
confident of taking the process
forward between India and Pa-
kistan.

“In today’s context, cooper-
ation and cordiality between
our two countries is an imper-
ative and a desirable objective.”

Mr. Singh pointed out that
diplomatic and communication
links had been restored to pre-
December 2001 levels.

“One round of the composite
dialogue has been completed,
and the second round initiated
in December last,” he said,
adding that several new sub-

jects had been added to the
composite dialogue.

The Commerce Secretaries of
the two countries would meet
in a week's time as part of their
Joint Study Group delibera-
tions.

Seveal agreements were pos-
sible in the next few months,
including one on pre-notifica-
tion of flight tests.

Accord likely on CBMs

In a related development, the
Foreign Secretary, Shyam Sa-
ran, told presspersons that In-
dia was looking at Mr. Singh’s
visit as providing renewed mo-
mentum to the bilateral en-
gagement process.

Several new confidence-
building measures (CBMs) were
likely to be agreed upon, he
said on board a special flight
from Kabul to Islamabad.

According to him, India and
Pakistan would also take the |
opportunity to review the pro- |
gress made so far in the com-
posite dialogue process.

Mr. Saran also pointed out
that Mr. Singh’s meeting with
Gen. Musharraf would be the
first high-level contact with the
Pakistani President since the
General met Dr. Manmohan
Singh in September 2004.

On the Baglibar dam issue,
Mr. Saran said there was still
room for bilateral discussions
to sort out the ticklish issue.

He reiterated that in the last
round of talks, considerable
progress had been made be-
tween the two sides on the
technical details of the project.

Pakistan’s stand: Page 11



Natwar, hopeful of

takmg
process

Press Trust of India $ 14

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 15. —
Setting a positive tone for
his talks with President
Pervez Musharraf and
other Pakistani leaders,
external affairs minister Mr
K Natwar Singh today said
he was “hopeful” of takmg
the dialogue process fur-
ther but made it clear that
it could be sustained only
in an atmosphere free from
terrorism and violence.

Mr Singh said in an arri-
val statement at Islamabad
airport that “we are look-
ing at additional transpor-
tation links between us”.

Among other issues, the
two sides would be trying
to sort out stumbling blo-
cks in the way of starting
the much-awaited bus link
between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad which is
stuck on the type of docu-
mentation to be used by
the passengers on both
sides of the LoC.

The minister announced
that commerce secretaries
of the two countries would
meet in a week’s time in
the framework of a Joint
Study Group to explore
and cnhance trade and

. vAfghan Presuient Mr HamldKarza| with Mr Natwar Smgh at’ e

(Tihlogue !

further

Karzai io isit
india on 23 Feb

KABUL, Feb. 15. — Afghan
President Mr Hamid Karzai will
visit India on 23 February, offi-
cials said. This will be his first
visit to India after the 9 Octo-
ber presidential polls in Afgha-

nicta ho won wn‘h an
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lllotull L) RTINPRR § {wa 4 {51

overwhelming majority. — PTl

economic cooperation.
Aid for Afghanistan

Earlier, today, on a day-
long visit to Afghanistan,
Mr Singh held- talks with
Afghan President Mr Ha-
mid Karzai, his counter-
part Mr Abdullah Abdul-
lah, defence minister Mr
Rahim Wardar and health
minister Mr Syed Moham-
med Amin Fatimi. He also
called on 93-year-old for-
mer King Zaheer Shah.
Mr Singh gifted 49 vehi-
cles to the Afghan National
Army (ANA) and an-
nounced that India would
supply 5,000 metres of sum-
mer-combat uniform cloth
to it. He handed over the
newly-built surgical ward
of the Indira Gandhi Insti-
tute of Child Health to the
Afghan government.

i

Presidential Palace in Kabul on Tuesday. — AFP
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“Gas pipeline project

«'not to be

hnked

WWM

o other issues \

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, FEB. 10. The Cabinet
decision yesterday not to link
the proposed pipeline from Iran
through Pakistan to India to
progress on “other issues” be-
tween New Delhi and Islama-
bad is expected to clear the way
for solid negotiations on the
project.

Highly-placed Government
sources told The Hindu today
that the decision had put the
project on a “stand alone” shelf.
The pipeline would no longer
be linked to issues such as Pa-
kistan giving reverse transit to
Indian goods to Iran and Cen-
tral Asia as well as grant of the
Most-Favoured Nation status
by Pakistan to India.

The sources said that the
Iran-Pakistan-India, the Turk-
menistan-Afghanistan-Pakis-
tan-India and the
Myanmar-Bangladesh-India
pipelines could be placed in the
overall context of bilateral eco-

nomic relations but not be link-
ed to progress on other issues.
According to the sources, the
three projects may widen and
deepen the economic relations
in South Asia. They would lead
to the establishment of a much-
needed trust and confidence
among the nations concerned.

“Evolving position”

Interestingly, the Cabinet de-
cision comes after considerable
inter-Governmental debate and
described as an “evolving posi-
tion.”

For instance, the Petroleum
Minister, Mani Shankar Aiyar,
said after talks with the Pakistan
Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz,
on November 24 here that the
pipeline issue and the question
of transit of Indian goods
through Pakistan could not be
looked at separately. However,
on January 19, the External Af-
fairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
said, “I see in these pipelines
the ... potential to link our re-

m }n. .

gion and set up a new paradigm
in regional cooperation and
friendship.”

The sources pointed out that
recent high-level contacts be-
tween India and Iran as well as
Pakistan and Iran had cleared
the air on key issues relating to
the pipeline. India, they said,
was not contemplating any bi-
lateral agreement with Pakistan,
but would depend upon Iran to
deliver gas to a designated point
in India.

India and Pakistan will not be
financially engaged in the work |
and the project is expected to go
ahead with the participation of
an international consortium.

“No contradiction”

There was, the sources said,
no contradiction in going ahead
with both the gas pipeline and
the LNG projects with Iran. In
fact, Iran had offered to offset
any shortfall in gas supplies by
the pipeline through the LNG
route.
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~ Pak denies o

\ By ChidanWﬁMNN G‘ i J%\ng Group, reported that “The World

Washi ¢ Pakistan has denied re-
ports| thdt it sought replacement of
World Bank vice-president Praful Patel
from a panel to review its case in the
Baglihar issue.

Pakistan’s Deputy Chief of Mission
in Washington Mohammad Sadiq told
APP that reports to this effect, which
first appeared in the Pakistani press,
were not true. The Pakistani newspaper
The News first reported Islamabad’s ob-
jection to Patel on grounds of his Indi-
an origin, although Sadiq sought to
blame a subsequent comment on the
story in TOI, terming it as “malicious
and totally fabricated.”

In a February 3 article, The News, the
English-language newspaper of the

Bank has replaced its Indian-born offi-
cial with an American for reviewing
Pakistan’s complaint on Baglihar dam
following objections raised by the Pak-
istan government.”

The report was based on remarks made
by Shiraz Jameel Memon, Pakistan’s Act-
ing Commissioner for Indus Water, at a
discussion on Baglihar dam under the
aegis of Hamdard Thinkers Forum.

Menon was reported by the Pakistani
paper as saying the “World Bank had
appointed Praful Patel, regional vice-
president, South Asia region, for re-
viewing Pakistan’s complaint about
Baglihar dam, which is being built by
India on the river Chenab in held Kash-
mir. Pakistan raised objections about
the World Bank officer and consequent-

bjecting to Indian in WB pane!

ly an American was assigned the task
to look into the matter.”

But Sadiq was presumably so busy
monitoring Indian papers that he over-
looked the initial report in the Pak-
istani media, causing the misdirected
denial. The TOI column by this corre-
spondent in fact reported, based on
clarifications from World Bank offi-
cials, that Praful Patel was a Ugandan
national and had nothing to do with the
Baglihar issue, and that Pakistan’s
paranoia was misplaced.

The column addressed the issue of
raking up ethnicity and nationality of
international officials reported in the
News report, particularly since many
Indian and Pakistani officials at the
World Bank had served the region with
distinction and without bias.

-
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~ Neutral mediator for...
Baglihar: World Bank',’

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 8. — The
World Bank is set to appoint a neu-
tral expert to arbitrate in a dispute
between Pakistan and India over a
dam being constructed in Kashmir,
the bank’s president said.

In an interview broadcast today,
Mr James Wolfensohn would not
specify how long the arbitration
process over the Baglihar Dam —
which has complicated a peace proc-
ess between the two nuclear rivals —
would take, but said, “it’s not going
to be years”. Pakistan contends that
the dam India is building in the divi-

- . ded Himalayan region would de-

prive Punjab — Pakistan’s main ag-
ricultural province — of water for ir-
rigation, and violates a World Bank-
brokered 1960 treaty on sharing wa-
ter from the Indus River system.

“My guess is that at the appropri-
ate time, not too far away, a media-
tor will be appointed ... to assess the
facts as presented and then the proc-
ess will continue and you will get an
answer,” Mr Wolfensohn told the
private Geo television network.

Mr Wolfensohn is currently visit-
ing Pakistan, and held talks yester-
day with President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf and Prime Minister Mr

TRE ST TESHAN

Shaukat Aziz. Islamabad asked the
bank last month to appoint a neutral
expert to mediate, claiming talks be-
tween the nuclear-armed rivals on
the dam had failed.

New Delhi said they should hold
another round rather than involve a
third party, and says it has offered to
make design changes to the dam,
which Pakistan has rejected.

Both countries, however, have
played down the impact of the dam
dispute on the fragile, year-long
peace process between Pakistan and
India, aimed at resolving five deca-
des of enmity, including their com-
peting territorial claims to Kashmir.
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“Venue Is for cricket boérds to decide”

A
W LBy Our Diplomatic

P A
.

Correspondent \/(0 Q,\

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7. The Govern-
ment of India feels that the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) and the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) should
sort out the difference of opin-
ion on playing a Test match in
Ahmedabad during the coming
India-Pakistan cricket series.
South Block officials told this
correspondent that the Govern-
ment’s role was restricted to
providing security for both
one-day and Test matches, and

ngt venue selection.

The Government had not, for
instance, been consulted by the
BCCI on selection of Mohali or
Bangalore as the other Test
venues. Hence, any problem
over Ahmedabad should be
dealt with by the two boards.

The PCB, too, seems to feel
the same way. “The PCB has all
along maintained that the ven-
ues’ issue should be amicably
resolved between the two
boards and that it was the priv-
ilege of the host country to se-
lect [the] centres for matches,”
it said in a statement released

™E WU

by the Pakistan High Commis-
sion today.

The PCB stated that after re-
ceiving the report of Pakistan’s
“security team” that visited In-
dia, a request was made to the
BCCI that the venue of the sec-
ond Test be shifted from Ah-
medabad to some other city.

“In making the request, [the]
PCB wished to preserve and
strengthen bilateral relations
that have been enhanced at the
public and Government levels
after the resumption of the
cricketing series bepween the
two countries,” the statement

said. ‘

The Gujarat Chief Minister, |
Narendra Modi, today said the
Union Government should not
remain a “silent spectator” to
the “insult” Gujarat had suf-
fered due to Pakistan’s deci-
sion.

A State Government state-
ment released here quoted Mr.
Modi as saying during election
rallies in Jharkhand that the
Government should not take
this “insult to Gujarati self-es-
teem and pride” lightly.

BCCI official
for Lahore: Page 11
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/Wsing Ahmedaba

The Pakistanis are right to object% QTNJRV

f an Indian cricket team visiting Pakistan or Bangladesh

has doubts about playing at certain venues for security
reasons, the BCCI is fully within its rights to voice the
players’ concerns and get matches shifted to safer venues,
The same right must be conceded to the Pakistani Cricket
Board when it does not want to play a Test at Ahmedabad.
Given the inclinations and past record of the Narendra Modi
government, it cannot be said that the reason is far-fetched
— consider what would happen if Pakistan thrashed India at
a match in Ahmedabad. The peace process between the two
countries received a boost from the warm hospitality given to
Indian players and tourists during the last cricket series in
Pakistan; it is important to maintain that atmosphere. It is
possible to protect Pakistani players in Ahmedabad, not to
ensure that no ugly attacks are attempted. But what if a
Pakistan victory were to provoke inflammatory communal
rhetoric or worse, violence on the streets of the gort patented
by the VHP, Bajrang Dal and RSS? It wguld sully the
atmosphere in which the series is held/when Delhi’s
emphasis is on people-to-people contagt to break the
diplomatic logjam with Pakistan. o?f

Heresay as it may sound to those wRo'wish o\keep sport
and politics in separate compartments, an utopian ideal in
the South Asian context, it is important to be pro-active and
not allow ugly situations to develop. It would be better
politics to shift the Ahmedabad Test to a safer venue like
Chennai. The Pakistanis have not objected to Mumbai as a
match venue even though the city is liable to be held hostage
by the Shiv Sena, who once dug up a Test pitch to protest a
Pakistan tour. On any index of communal irascibility, Bal
Thackeray’s troops are several notches saner than Narendra
Modi’s henchmen, and the former don’t control Mumbai as
fully as the latter do Ahmedabad. The PCB says it has
political reservations about Pakistan playing at Ahmedabad.
Just as India can break off sporting and other ties when

Pakistan’s actions get too provocative, the Pakistanis are
entitled to spggest that Ahmedabad might ghange Ats politics
if it wantsfo play host to a Pakistani cricket teag.

7.
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_/Delhi to urge
Pak rethink on

“'Aimedabad
&s tust of India Q{\?) Q‘PN\

NEW DEYHI/ISL/AMABAE:, Feb. th —
India will ask Pakistan to reconsider their
cricket team’s reservations over playing in
_Ahmedabad which the Pakistan Cricket
Board said was due to reasons political.
In the wake of PCB saying it was averse
to playing there, indications were available
that the Test could be shifted to Chennai.
“The ministry of external affairs will take
up the matter with Pakistan’s foreign min-
istry asking them to reconsider the deci-
sion,” a BCCI source said here. “The gov-
ernment said it is committed to providing
full security and did not envisage any
problem with the match being played in
Ahmedabad,” the source said.

PCB chairman Mr Shaharyar Khan |

cited “political reasons” for its reserva-
tions over playing in Ahmedabad. “Yes,
we have expressed our inability and our
reservations are based on political rea-
sons,” Mr Khan said in Karachi. He con-
firmed writing a letter to BCCI in this
regard and said PCB did not even want to
play a one-dayer in Ahmedabad.

BCCI president Mr Ranbir Singh
Mahendra said the Board was engaged in
discussions with the home ministry. The
visitors also seem to be reluctant to play
in Bangalore.

Gujarat government today said it could
not see any “political reasons™ behind
PCB’s move. “l cannot see any political
reasons that could have made them take
this decision,” government spokesperson
Mr IK Jadeja said. The Congress said
that though the logic behind such a state-
ment by Mr Khan was not known, it
would continue to support Ahmedabad
as a Test or ODI{ venue.

Another report on page 12
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aglihar:

By B. Muralidhar Reddy *
ISLAMABAD, FEB. 6. The World
Bank president, James D. Wol-
fensohn, arrived here tonight
on a three-day visit for an inter-
action with his interlocutors on
the “economic performance” of
Pakistan and how it is imple-
menting its Poverty Reduction
Strategy.

Pakistan has said it will use
the opportunity to raise the is-
sue of construction of the Bagli-
har hydroelectric project and
seek an early appointment of a
neutral expert to decide on its
differences with India on the
power project dam on the Che-
nab river.

Pakistan’s

§

Thg' World Bank had medi-
aled the 1960 Indus Waters
Trgaty, which envisages distri-
bution of six river waters flow-
ing out of India.

Under the provisions of the
treaty, the Bank has residual re-
sponsibility to settle any differ-
ences between India and
Pakistan on interpretation of
the treaty.

Violation of provisions

Last month Pakistan pet-
itioned World Bank accusing In-
dia of going ahead with the
construction of the dam in vio-
lation of the provisions of the
treaty. Taking note of the com-
plaint, the Bank has promised

TRE o)

Og!)ea tg

ALt -
to look into the madtter under
the provisions of the treaty. Sev-
eral quarters in Pakistan are ap-
prehensive that the whole
process of mjediation could be
time-consuming and of little
help as much of the work on the
dam has been completed.

It is against this backdrop
that Islamabad is expected to

press Mr. Wolfensohn for
speedy mediation.
Mr. Wolfensohn, in the

course of next two days, is
scheduled to meet the Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Shaukat
Aziz.

He will also meet the Prime
Minister’s Adviser on Finance,

Wﬁl,‘ld Bank

thf}%ernor of the State Bank

of Pakistan, the Chief Minister
of Punjab and representatives
of civil society and the private
sector. A meeting with non-gov-
ernment organisations working
on disability, HIV/AIDS and mi-
cro-credit is also scheduled.

Since the military coup of
1999 by Gen. Musharraf, Pakis-
tan has been following the
World Bank-IMF agenda of eco-
nomic reforms and the World
Bank has lavished praise on Is-
lamabad for implementing its
agenda.

But within and outside Pakis-
tan there is serious concern
over growing number of people
below the poverty line.
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54 heartaches

I\, The subcontinent's sub-humanity

T pictures of the families of 54 “unacknowledged”

prisoners-of-war, believed to be held in Pakistan for the
past 33 years, lighting candles at India Gate a few evenings
ago were as painful as they were poignant. It would seem
that the Indian authorities have also virtually forgotten
those soldiers — in the larger sense of the term — taken
captive while fighting for their country during the war in
1971.

India does not appear to have raised the issue forcefuily
enough during bilateral talks at various levels held at
different times, and pleads a pathetic helplessness when
Pakistan denies their existence. Yet the figure of 54 is what
the government has itself stated on the floor of Parliament,
and there is substantial evidence with the government —
and the families — to back up that position. Surely by now
some kind of pressure could have been applied by the
government to involve internationally accredited human
rights organisations to search for them, or at least to
determine their fate. '

It has been pretty clear that to press the PoW line will
not work. For if Pakistan is to admit to their presence in
any of its jails it would be acknowledging a violation of the
Geneva conventions. If any of them are still alive they
would be listed differently. That’s what made it so
easy for Pervez Musharraf to assert (at the Agra summit of
2002) “am I mad that I'll keep a prisoner for 30 years”

- and then promise “as a soldier” to have the matter
examined afresh. - ‘

Only to declare a few weeks later that the records in
Pakistani jails did not establish the presence of Indian
PoWs (of 1971 vintage). Not a word has been spoken about
there being no trace of individuals of their name/descrip-
tion. That’s what hurts: technicalities and semantics have
taken priority over basic humanity,

Every now and again, the remains of those killed in
World War I & II, or Vietnam, are “discovered” and quick-
ly returned to their homeland for a final resting place, but
governments in India and Pakistan cannot rise above their
differences, complicated though they be, to work on these
54 cases. It makes a mockery of all claims of cultural riches
and glorious traditions of the peoples of the sub-continent.
All too often they act less than human. Even fishermen
carried by the tides across maritime boundaries are not
spared the bitterness of Indo-Pak relations.

Despite all these hurdles both governments claim to be
committed to the bilateral dialogue process, and back-
channel diplomacy is also in place in both countries, Surely
bringing some closure, if nothing more positive, to those
54 families will help inject a humane element into all the
jaw-jaw.
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Pak wants to avoid Test

v

4

at Modr’s Ahmedall/)ad

A

Pervez fears backlash at home from hawks

Kadambari Murali % 9
New Delhi, February 1

PAKISTAN IS unhappy with
the choice of Ahmedabad as a
Test venue for the upcoming se-
ries in India and is wondering
how to diplomatically put the
matter to the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI).

A top Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) official told HT on Tues-
day that while there was no of-
ficial directive, Islamabad felt
that if the Pakistani team pla-
yed in Ahmedabad — the scene
of large-scale Hindu-Muslim ri-
ots in 2002 and perceived to be a
“communally sensitive area” —
it could trigger a backlash at
home.

“No one wants this tour to
assume any political overtones
other than what’s already
there,” the source said. “For
Pakistan, to play in Ahmed-
abad would definitely amount
to a political statement and the
fundamentalist = parties at
home would have a field day.”

Incidentally, President Per-
vez Musharraf is the patron-
in-chief of the PCB and has
been taking a close interest in
its affairs recently.

The problem seems to be
how to put this delicate issue to
the BCCI, for the PCB has al-
ways maintained that it is the

N> Y Qz‘w‘\

PCB patron-in-chief Pervez
Musharraf is taking a keen
interest in the series.

host government’s prerogative
to suggest venues and handle
security.

“The venues will be decided
in consultation with the Indian
board over the next couple of
days,” said PCB director Abbas
Zaidi.

THE HpysT,

It seems the PCB has unoffi-
cially conveyed that while it
would like Chennai to be the al-
ternative venue, it was ready to
okay even Mumbai, home to the
Shiv Sena, a long-time Pak-
istan-baiter.

Zaidi diplomatically declined
to get involved in any contro-
versy. He, however, did remark
that “Madras was a very won-
derful experience the last time
we played there” and “Mumbai
is a great cricketing centre”.

PCB president Shahryar
Khan is understood to have re-
cently told former BCCI presi-
dent Jagmohan Dalmiya in Du-
bai that Pakistan would like
“one or two changes to the pro-
posed venues”. Dalmiya appar-
ently told Khan that he under-
stood his problem and sympa-
thised with him but could do
nothing about it.

“Neither the Indian board
nor the Pakistan board can do
anything. It’s beyond them,”
the source said. “Everyone
knows that there is a protocol
to be followed in such a sensi-
tive issue. The PCB would have
to officially write to the BCCI
who would then have to for-
ward the letter to the govern-
ment. It’s a decision to be taken
by the home and external af-
fairs ministries and we will toe
their line.”
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x\ By B. Muralidhar Reddyqv

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 24. Pakistan to-
day alleged that the ceasefire,
effective from the last week of
November 2003, was violated
on January 21 from the Indian
side at the Mendhar sector on
the Line of Control (LoC).

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Masood Khan, surprised
journalists by talking about the
violation as neither Pakistan
nor India has mentioned the in-
cident publicly in the last three
days. According to Mr. Khan,
there was “small arms fire”
from the Indian side between
2.30 pm. and 6.30 p.m. “We
showed restraint and there has
been no loss of property or life.”

It was not immediately clear
if Pakistan has officially taken
up the matter with India. Mr.
Khan,

however, mentioned that the
Directors-General of Military
Operations had been making
frequent contacts and both

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 24. Pakistan has
rejected the Indian proposal
for demarcation of five points
along the Line of Control (LoC)
to facilitate the reunion of di-
vided families on the plea that
it would violate the dignity of
Kashmiris.

The proposal was made by
the Foreign Secretary, Shyam
Saran, to his Pakistani counter-
part, Riaz Khokar, at the For-
eign Secretary-level talks in the
last week of December.

To a question on Pakistan’s
response , the Foreign Office
spokesman, Masood Khan, told
a news conference here that

51des were “committed to the
observation of the ceasefire.
Pakistan’s charge comes
close on the heels of similar
charges by India on the viola-
tion of the ceasefire on January
18 and 20 from the Pakistani
side. Islamabad insisted that
there was no violation from its
side and that the incidents had
originated from the other side.

Mr. Khan argued that since
the incidents were on the Indi-
an side, New Delhi should
share the results of investiga-
tion into the incident. “The vio-
lation was on the Indian side
and it is their responsibility to
share the outcome,” he said.

To a question, he termed the
ceasefire a “good confidence-
building measure” and said it

Baseless,

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. New Delhi
has described as “baseless” a
Pakistani allegation that its
troops opened fire on positions
across the Line of Control
{LoC) on January 21.

The External Affairs
Ministry spokesman said today
that following a conversation

says Delhi

between the Indian and
Pakistani Directors-General of
Military Operations (DGMOs),
New Delhi had inquired into
Islamabad’s claim.

“The report was found to be
baseless and this was conveyed
to the Pakistani DGMO,” he
said. On two previous
occasions in the past few days,
India has complained of firing
by Pakistan across the LoC.

~“India violated ceasefire”,

has been holdmg for 14
months. “We hope the ceasefire
will be observed and will have
no impact on the forthcoming
talks between Prime Ministers
Shaukat Aziz and Manmohan
Singh on the sidelines of SAARC
summit (on February 6 and 7).”

“There was no incident from
our side. We have not violated
and are strictly adhering to the
ceasefire. We will continue to
observe the ceasefire and ex-
pect India to do the same,” Mr.
Khan said.

He said a section of the Indi-
an media had sought to link the
incidents to the breakdown of
talks on Baglihar and said that
this was regrettable. However,
he disagreed with the suggesti-
on that India was trying to
“wriggle out” of the dialogue
process by issuing such state-
ments. “India has given assur-
ances that they were serious
about resolving all issues that
need to be resolved between
the two countries,” he said.

Mr. Khokar had made clear to
his Indian counterpart that any
proposal, which did not take
into account the dignity and
honour of the Kashmiris, could
not be considered.

“With barbed wires on one
side, we just cannot herd them
[Kashmiris] to meeting points,”
he said . Pakistan and India
should try to start the bus ser-
vice between Muzaffarabad
and Srinagar at the earliest.He
maintained that Kashmir was
disputed territory and as such
travel on passports and visas
would give it a quasi-perma-
nent status.

On the World Bank’s clar-
ification on Pakistan’s request

for arbitration on the Baglihar
project, Mr. Khan said the
Bank had said that it was not a
guarantor under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty. But at the same
time it had outlined its role in
the appointment of neutral ex-
perts and a court of arbitration,
if necessary.

The World Bank had ac-
knowledged Pakistan’s refer-
ence. “They said they will act
according to the Treaty,” Mr.
Khan said and that the Bank
bad also stated that it had
“some residual responsibility”
in the appointment of neutral
experts, financing the arbitra-
tion and the formation of a
court of  arbitration, if

Pakistan rejects proposal on demarcatioh.

necessary.

India and Pakistan could re-
sort to a consultation process if
the former stopped work on
the project and provided the
construction schedule to Pakis-
tan. “Even in the interim stage
if India wants to stop work and
share the status of construc-
tion, this will make the task of
experts much easier,” Mr. Khan
said.

On reports that Pakistan had
considered going to the Inter-
national Court of Justice in
view of the World Bank’s clar-
ification that it was not a guar-
antor, Mr. Khan said Pakistan

had not considered '
option.

Army orders probe
into Shikohabad
incident
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. The Army to-
day directed a senior official to
carry out an on-the-spot inves-
tigation into the events leading
to the death of five civilians at
the Shikohabad railway station
in Uttar Pradesh after Army
personnel allegedly threw them
out of a train.

All assistance was being ex-
tended by the Army to help the
police investigate the incident,
an official spokesperson said.
The security forces personnel
travelling in the compartment
from where the victims were
“thrown out” had been taken
into police custody.

“If found guilty, the accused
will be dealt with severely,” the
spokesperson added.

Flag meeting held to
resolve tension on LoC

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. Field
commanders of the Indian
and Pakistani armies held a
flag-meeting on Sunday to
resolve the friction in the
Mendhar sub-sector on the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir that is
threatening to puncture the
ceasefire agreement in force
since November 2003.

This area has been at the
centre of allegations and
counter-allegations by both
the armies.

While India says that
Pakistan has violated the

ceasefire pact on two days
this month by lobbing mortar
shells on Indian Army posts,
Pakistan alleges that India
has violated the ceasefire
once.

Since then both
governments have not only
downplayed the ceasefire
violations but denied the
involvement of their troops.

The flag-meeting mode was
once used by both armies
when there was an incident
on the Line of Control in the
Kashmir area.

This time round, the
initiative was taken by the
Directors-General of Military

Operations (DGMOs) of both
countries who felt this
approach was the best to
defusing tension. -

“We maintain there has
been no violation by Indian
Army troops on January 21. .,
However, two incidents of
violation on their [Pakistan’s)
part had taken place, as a
consequence of which a flag-*
meeting was held in the
Mendhar sector of Poonch at .
the battalion commander .,
level. We want to reiterate
that no ceasefire violation has
taken place from our side,” *
said Deepak Sammanwar of
the Army Headquarters.
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/o9W™ HOLD YOUR FIRE

AMIDST THE HYPE surrounding the composite
dialogue process between India and Pakistan
that has been on since the Islamabad summit of
January 2004, it is sometimes forgotten that the
real breakthrough in the bilateral relationship is
the ceasefire that has reigned along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kashmir since November 2003.
It bears recall that the offer to let the guns fall
silent was made by Islamabad and quickly ac-
cepted by India; within days, both sides clar-
ified that the ceasefire would be extended along
the agreed ground position line (AGPL) in Sia-
chen. The composite dialogue that began last
summer might have produced no common
ground under any of the eight heads but the
ceasefire along the LoC and AGPL has been
scrupulously observed. This has not only saved
precious lives on both sides; it has also brought
a measure of normality to the relationship be-
tween the armed forces of India and Pakistan. It
is against this backdrop that the firing of twelve
81-mm mortar rounds from the Pakistani side
of the LoC near Poonch last week is worrisome.
Are the incidents really happenstance, as the
two Governments seem to be maintaining offi-
cially?

The Indian side asked Pakistan for an expla-
nation of the firing and was promised the mat-
ter would be investigated. The Pakistani
Director-General of Military Operations
(DGMO) duly probed the incident and in-
formed his Indian counterpart that there had
been no violation of the ceasefire from his side.
While New Delhi officially seems content to
treat the matter as closed, the reality of the
mortar firing admits of only three possibilities,
none of them really palatable. The first is that
the Pakistani side fired, perhaps to cover an
infiltration attempt by militants across the LoC,
and subsequently sought to hide this fact. The
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second is that Pakistani military cymmanders at
the local level decided to open fire, perhaps to
avenge the incident a few days earlier when In-
dian jawans near Poonch eliminated an infil-
trating militant party, and misled their own
DGMO about the event. The third is that the
militant groups themselves have acquired the
capability to fire mortar shells, perhaps from
shoulder-fired tubes.

Since there is no indication of a general shift
in Pakistan’s policy of not encouraging militant
crossings, it is more than possible that the mor-
tar shots were the handiwork of militants. This
in itself is not alarming, since the caliber fired is
still small change. What is essential, however, is
to ensure that terrorist groups are not allowed to
disrupt the peace process by staging incidents
designed to fuel suspicion in New Delhi about
Islamabad’s true intentions. It is in this context
that the two Governments need to work hard for
concrete outcomes from the ongoing second
round of composite dialogue because that is the
only way to generate trust. In particular, there is
no military or political reason why the old draft
Siachen pullback agreement — or some up-to-
date variant of it — cannot be pushed through
and signed. Of the irrationalities that govern the
bilateral relationship, none has proved more
pointlessly deadly than the high-altitude war
atop that frozen glacier, which is surely one of
the world’s least useful places. A ceasefire pre-
vails in Siachen but soldiers are still dying be-
cause of the extreme conditions of deployment.
If a mutual pullback is effected, neither side is
likely to risk the heavy political cost that sneak-
ing back in would inevitably entail. Sustained
and deeper bilateral engagement and commit-
ment to tangible progress in selected areas will
help consolidate the ceasefire and rule out any

serious setback. /
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Fear stalks Poonch

¢ residents after

'\qfresh shells fall

v By Aarti Tikoo/TNN

Poonch: Pakistan is back to its
“untrustworthy  neighbour”
status in this border town that
took the brunt of a breach of its
ceasefire promise along the
Line of Control (LoC) two days
ago when shells rained down
shattering a peaceful evening.
On Thursday, Poonch re-
turned to its usual hustle-bustle,
yet there was a sense of tension
between the two communities
that form its population. Exact-
1y 240 km north west of Jammu,
Poonch town has 60:40
Hindu/Sikh and Muslim popu-
lation. Otherwise Poonch is a
Muslim-dominated district. As
guns from across the frontier
dumped 15 mortar shells on In-
dian military targets late Tues-
day, it also hit the rising hopes of
a durable peace that had risen
since a truce in November 2003.
Hindus and Sikhs are equat-
ing the recent violation of cease-
fire with the breach by Pakistan
in Kargil in 1999. Muslims too
are deeply hurt by Pakistan’s be-
trayal. “We never trusted Pak-
istan but Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf’s promises and international
pressures after September 11

made it like Pakistan really
wanted to change. And we did
condone Pakistan during the
last 13 months of ceasefires,”
said Vijay Kumar, 29, a Poonch
shopkeeper. “But the recent inci-
dents have left us in no doubts,
that Pakistan is incorrigible.”

In an aggressive tone he sug-
gests there is no other alterna-
tive except for a war. “Let it
happen and resolve the matters
between the two neighbours
one and for all.” The ominous
thuds of mortar shells were
heard by people in the out-
skirts of the town. “That very
moment we realised that the
Pakistan could not have waited
any more to keep its decep-
tion,” Raj Kumar Sharma, a lo-
cal school teacher, said.

“O1d habits die hard and we
should not expect anything else
from Pakistan,” he added, ob-
serving that it was a strategic
move by Pakistan.

I T T al'eg AT
THE TIMES OF 1 5 A
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: “N\SA MANAGEABLE CONTROVERSY gy @@w\
PAKISTAN’

DECISION TO refer the Baglihar
dam issue to the World Bank is regrettable
since it stands in stark contrast to the positive
engagement with India that has unfolded over
the past many months. While the talks held
between the Water Resources Secretaries of the
two countries earlier in January were inconclu-
sive, there was apparently enough scope for
further discussion. India believes that a break-
through on technical aspects was achieved dur-
ing the talks. It has also asked Pakistan to
suggest alternative design calculations or fact
sheets that could be examined on a “two-way”
basis. Either party to the Indus Water Treaty
can seek the appointinent of a neutral expert
and the World Bank does have a role to play in
this regard. However, the Treaty does not pre-
clude a joint request by the two countries or
their representatives on the Permanent Indus
Commission if they are not able to sort out
their differences bilaterally. In forgoing this op-
tion Pakistan appears to have created a need-
less confroversy that can only widen the trust
deficit that the two sides are trying to over-
come. However, too much need not be made of
this issue at this juncture. The neutral expert,
whose appointment must be approved by both
countries, can at most make a determination
that the differences are so irreconcilable as to
constitute a dispute. Even if the expert does
make such a determination, the two govern-
ments can try to resolve the dispute bilaterally
before a reference is made to a Court of
Arbitration.

The Treaty permits India to make very limit-
ed use of the three western rivers — Indus,
Jhelum, and Chenab. The waters of these rivers
can be utilised for domestic, agricultural, and
non-consumptive purposes and for the gener-

ation of hydro-electric power subject to rigid
conditions. However, the natural flow of these
rivers must not be impeded. Pakistan has taken
the position that the Baglihar dam on the Che-

nab with a height of 470 feet and a gated spill- 7

way creates a storage capacity that interferes
with the flow. Underlying these objections is the

longstanding concern that India could cut off |

the supply of water to West Punjab if it has the
installed capacity to do so. New Delhi believes
there is no basis for concern — even the tech-
nical adjustments needed to stop the flow will

!

take so long to implement that there can be no |

question of a party being able to get away with a
breach of the Treaty. India’s position hardened
after its bitter experience with the Tulbul navi-

gation project. Work on this project has stalled

for the past 17 years because the discussions on
this issue have made no headway.

The disagreements over the western rivers are
unfortunate particularly because of the detri-
mental effect they have on the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. Legislators claim the State has lost
a hefty Rs.6000 crore every year and forfeited
15,000 megawatts of power owing to the re-
strictions imposed by the Treaty. While their
demand for an abrogation of the Treaty cannot
be countenanced, the two Governments do
have an obligation speedily to reconcile the dif-
ferences over the western rivers that have a di-
rect impact on the welfare of the people. The
Treaty, which was welcomed by the people of
the two countries when it was signed in 1960,
has stood the test of time. The systems set in
place under its terms have been particularly
useful when downstream users need to be
warned of impending floods. This history of
cooperation in water use can provide a basis for
sorting out the differences over technical issues.

2 2 JAN 2003



“India takes up

violation

New Delhi: Terming the firing
from across the border in Jammu
and Kashmir as “violation of
ceasefire,” India on Wednesday
took up the issue with Pakistani
authorities who said they would
investigate the matter.

“The Director General of Mili-
tary Operations (DGMO) spoke to
his Pakistani counterpart this
morning and informed him of In-
dia’s concerns,” Lt Gen B S
Thakur, who took over as vice
chief of army on Wednesday, told
reporters here. Several rounds
were fired at two places in Jammu
and Kashmir from across the bor-
der on Tuesday evening.

Thakur said the first reaction
of the Pakistani DGMO was that
he was not aware of the incident.
“However, when facts like the

place and time of the ﬁrmg were

\/\

Border Skirmish

placed before him, he promised to
investigate and come back to us,”
the new vice army chief said.

Thakur said India considered
the incident as a violation of the
13-month-long ceasefire. “But we
will maintain restraint and have
not petaliated. We hope the pak-
istan government will cons1der
this case with all serioushess.”

ceasefire

with W\(lstan\/

He said the first mortar round
was fired at Shingpati post in
Poonch sector of Jammu and
Kashmir at about 6.35 pm on Tues-
day evening. Between 7.25 and 8

| pm, 12 more rounds were fired at

Banwat in the same sector
Thakur said 60 mm and 88 mm
mortars were used in the firing.

Meanwhile, six Pakistani mili-
tants belonging to Hizb-ul-Mu-
jahideen Pir Panchal Regiment and
Lashkar-e-Toiba outfits were killed
on Wednesday in separate gunbat-
tles with the army in Rajouri and
Poonch districts of Jammu and
Kashmir; defence sources said.

On specific information about
the presence of militants, the
troops launched a cordon-and-
search operatxon around 3.30 am

on Wednesday.in. Budhal forest .

area of Rajouri distrlct PTI
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Indi \e%s
explanation']
frgm ak

Statesman News Service \

NEW DELHIJJAMMU, |
Jan. 19. — India today des-
.cribed yesterday’s cross-
i border firing by Pakistan
- after 13 months of silence
as a “violation of ceas-
efire”, and has asked for an
explanation. The Pakistani
authorities have said they
will investigate the matter,

The vice-chief of the Ar-
my staff, Lt-Gen BS
Thakur, said the director-
general, military opera-
tions, took up the violation
during a phone conver-
sation with his Pakistani
counterpart today. The
Pak DGMO initially said
he was unaware of the
incident. “However, when
facts like the place and
time of the firing were
placed before him, he
promised to investigate
and come back to us,” the
vice-chief said.

The Army is ready to
retaliate if Pakistani troops
violate the cease-fire again,
the GOC-in-C, Northern
Commancl, Lt-Gen Hari
Prasad, said in Srinagar.

“We have exercised
restraint after Pakistan
army fired between 12 and
15 mortar bombs in the
Poonch sector. There has
been no response from our
side,” Lt-Gen Prasad told
the media after inaugurat-
ing a military bridge in
north Kashenir. Yesterday
evening, Pakistani troops
resorted to unprovoked
mortar shelling,

More reports on page §
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Pakistan

f

By Dur Specnal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. After an ini-
tial denial of information, Pa-
kistan today promised to
investigate and keep India in-
formed of the firing of mortar
shells by its troops on Indian
Army posts in Jammu and
Kashmir on Tuesday night.
“The Director-General of
Military Operations (DGMO)
spoke to his Pakistani counter-
part this morning and in-
formed him about our
concerns on the issue. We told
him that {it] is a violation of the
ceasefire. Weapons of this cali-
) bre have not been used since
| the ceasefire came into effect
from November 2003,” the
Vice-Chief of the Army Staff,
B.S. Thakur, said here today.
Lt. Gen. Thakur underlined
the seriousness of the situation
and hinted at the possibility of
the involvement of middle-lev-
el Pakistani army officers. The
officer declined to link the fir-
ing to the killing of five mili-
tants the previous night.
According to intelligence re-
ports, terrorists possessed the
60 mm mortars but the Pakis-
tani army uses the higher cali-
bre 82 mm mortar. While the
60 mm mortar shell has arange
of 500 metres, the 82 mm shell
can travel 5 k.
“Initially the Pakistani M-
rector of Military Operations

THE NNDU

promises

1o probe firin

- 4,\. > -
said that his troops only
heard the blasts and were not
aware of what had happened.
When we gave details of the ex-
act positions from where the
shells were fired, he promised
to investigate and come back
with details. We take it as vio-
lation of the ceasefire agree-
ment and are exercising
restraint, which is what we
have done so far. We are sure
the Pakistan Government will
consider the issue in all
seriousness.”

Asked about the limit for Ar-
my restraint, he said: “We
would go on a case-by-case ba-
sis when the situation flares up.
There is nothing that has been
quantified as a trigger-point.”

Government’s reaction

The Defence Minister, Pra-
nab Mukherjee, said here today
that the Pakistani firing would
not derail the resolve to main-
tain the ceasefire along the
Line of Control. “There have
been some violations in the
past but they have been resolv-
ed through dialogue.”

He discounted the earlier ap-
prehensions expressed by Ar-
my officials linking the mortar
firing on their posts to a fierce
encounter along the LoC that
led to the killing of five infil-
trators and the recovery of a
large cache of arms the previ-
ous night.

e
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18. Conceding
that it was not a “good omen”
for the Indo-Pakistan peace
process, Pakistan today pet-
itioned the World Bank seeking
its arbitration in the dispute
over the Baglihar hydropower
project, being constructed over
the Chenab river in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The World Bank brokered the
1960 Indus Waters Treaty,
which deals with the distribu-
tion of the waters of six rivers.
The Treaty provides for arbitra-
tion by neutral experts in the
event of a dispute between the
two countries on interpretation
of the provisions.

After the failure of the last
round of talks in New Delhi in
the first week of January, Pakis-
tan announced that it would go
to the World Bank. However,
the delay of 10 days on its part
triggered hopes of backdoor di-
plomacy and another chance to
bilateralism.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Masood Khan, said
at a special news conference
here that after having failed to
resolve the differences bilateral-
ly and exhausting all options, Is-
lamabad had sought the World
Bank’s intervention under the
Article 9 (2)(a) of the (1960 In-
dus Water) Treaty.

The project had been the
bone of contention between In-
dia and Pakistan since it was
conceived by New Delhi in
1992. Pakistan objected on the
ground that the dam being con-
structed on the Chenab would
adversely impact on the water
flows into that country. Islama-
bad maintains that under the
Treaty, the use of Chenab water
is its exclusive privilege and a
‘big dam’ on the river is against

{OL |

the letter and spirjt of the Trea-
ty. However, it does concede
that India had rights over util-
isation of the river water for
consumptive (irrigation), non-
consumptive (navigation) and
power projects with “serious
limitations.”

India disputed Pakistan’s
contention and said that the
project was well within the pro-
visions of the Treaty and would
not affect Pakistan's water
rights. Despite two years of in-
tense dialogue, there has been
no meeting point on the
differences.

~Pakistan moves World Bank -

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the
United States, Jehangir Kara-
mat, would approach the World
Bank President, James D. Wol-
fensohn, with the petition today
itself, Mr. Khan said.

In response to pointed ques-
tions if Paksitan’s decision was
final, Mr. Khan listed three con-
ditions under which Islamabad
could review its decision. These
are: India should immediately
halt construction of the project;
share technical details of the
dam and work schedule and
evolve a mechanism for resolu-
tion of the dispute.

‘Pakistan decision on
Baglihar unjustified’

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN. 18. India said to-
day that Pakistan’s decision to
move the World Bank on the
Baglihar project was not justi-
fied.

Under the terms of the Indus
Waters Treaty of September
1960, the World Bank is a party
to certain clauses, including the
mechanisms to resolve differ-
ences between India and
Pakistan.

“Our view has been that dur-
ing the detailed discussions
held at the level of Secretaries of
Water Resources recently, there
had been some convergence
and we believe that through
continued technical discus-
sions, further convergence
would be promoted. We do not
believe that the reference to the
World Bank is justified,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry spokes-

man said here today.

Official sources said India
had no intention to stop con-
struction at the Baglihar dam
site as demanded by Pakistan.
Pointing to the experience of
the Tulbul navigation project on
the Jhelum river, they said that
Pakistan wanted the work to be
stopped for three months; but
now, it was 17 years since the
work had come to a halt on Tul-
bul. '

The sources claimed that Pa.
kistan’'s main objective was tc
ensure that the work stoppec
on Baglihar. After this happe
ned,Pakistan would show no in
terest in resolving Baglihar.

The Indus Waters Treaty pro-
vides Pakistan with the exclu-
sive use of waters of the
Chenab, the Jhelum and the In-
dus while India can use the wa-
ters of the Sutlej, the Ravi and
the Beas.

-
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Paklstan opens fire
ﬁ\across Line of Control

@ First major violation of ceasefire @ DGMOs to discuss issue today

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JAN. 18. In the first
major violation of the ceasefire
agreement in force since No-
vember 2003, the Pakistan Army
today fired a dozen mortar
#ounds across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Jammu and Kash-
mir tonight.

The 81-mm mortars were tar-
geted near the border town of
Poonch between 7 p.m. and 9
p.m. in retaliation to the killing
of five infiltrating militants in
the same area, claimed Army
sources.

With both the countries not
wanting the situation to esca-
late, the two Directors-General
of Military Operations
(DGMOs) will try to thrash out
the issue at their weekly tele-
phonic conversation due on
Wednesday.

Army officers here linked the
firing to the killing of the mil-
itants on yonday night. They

see the move as one to dissuade
their men from entering the
mined area where the bodies of
the five militants were lying.
While the Army has recovered
the bodies and identified the
militant organisation which had
sent them in, the Pakistani mor-
tar firing has dissuaded the Ar-
my scouts from combing the
area more thoroughly to pick up
the clues to the modus
operandi.

“No violation:

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18. Pakistan
tonight said that it has not
violated the ceasefire effective
on the Line of Control (LoC)
since November 2003.
Inter-State Public Relations
(ISPR) Director-General,
| Shaukat Sultan, maintained

However, the mood here is to
close the chapter through dia-
logue as was done in a minor
skirmish about six months ago,
say Army officials. At that time,
the troops on both sides were in
an “eyeball-to- eyeball.. confron-
tation over differing, .percep-

‘tions of the LoC. Fortuitously,

the two DGMOs discussed the
situation over the hotline and
directed the field commanders
to resolve the situation. Accord-

‘Islamabad

that Pakistani soldiers had
heard some “explosions” on
the LoC but these had not
emanated from any of them.

He said that Pakistan was |
committed to maintaining
peace on the LoC and would
not violate it without
provocation from the other
side.

|
{

ingly, a flag meeting was held
and the dispute resolved.

While maintaining that the
Indian Army was in a state of
battle readiness, Army officials
here hoped that the matter
would be settled at tomorrow’s
hotline conversation tetween
the DGMOs.

No retaliation by India

PTI reports:

Army spokesman Deepak
Sammanwar said that there was
no retaliation from the Indian
side. Replying to a question, he
said: “Yes, it’s certainly a viola-
tion of the ceasefire. It is the
first time it has happened. But
we are exercising full restraint
on this. We are trying to assess
the situation. All our patrols and
ambushes have been altered,”
he said. Asked about the reason
behind the firing from across
the LoC, he said “we are yet to
carry out an assessment why
this has happened.”
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Slr Creek survey over

L
By B. Muralidhar Reddy 9’“

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 17. India and
Pakistan have “‘successfully and
expeditiously” completed the
joint survey of the Sir Creek
area.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Masood Khan, told
a weekly news conference here
that the survey, which com-
menced on January 5, was com-
pleted before schedule.

“The teams co-operated with
each other and completed the
task successfully and expedi-
tiously. Survey officials in both
the countries are now busy pre-
paring a joint statement,” he
said.

Eight teams

Mr. Khan said the two coun-
tries had deployed eight teams
each for the survey of the hori-
zontal segment of the creek. Ex-
perts from both sides will
examine the joint statement
and discuss it in the next round
of talks between the experts.

The decision to carry out the
joint survey was made at the last

meetlng between the two SIdes
in the third week of December
here. Sir Creek is part of the
eight-point agenda of the Com-
posite Dialogue process.

The disputed Sir Creek,
which runs along Rann of Kutch
in India and Sindh in Pakistan,
is at the centre of a 22-year-old

dispute between the two
countries
Both sides beh t survey

results will be very useful in res-
olution of the dispute r¢lated to
demarcation of boundary in Sir
Creek, a 60-mile-long strip of
water between the Rann of
Kutch (in India) and Sindh (in
Pakistan).

Boundary demarcation

The demarcation of bounda-
ry has been a bone of conten-
tion between India and
Pakistan for several decades.
Eight rounds of talks held so far
have not helped resolve the dif-
ferences. The history of the is-
sue dates back to 1914, when an
agreement was signed between
the then Government of Sindh
and Rao Maharaj of Kutch. /

7
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“India unruffled by Pak’s
- diplomatic offensive

(

Q/ By Indrani Bagchi ,
(:; V4 Times NEws NETWORK \ >
New Delhi: Pakistan’s diplomacy is getting
aggressive. Having given US senators anlear-
ful about America’s obligation to mediate in
the Kashmir issue with India, Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf then proceeded to
pronounce his own bottomline on the peace
process.

He told a TV channel that Pakistan would
never accept any ‘Made in India’ solution to
Kashmir.

The pitch for third-party mediation should
not surprise India, for Pakistan did serve no-
tice by announcing that it would drag India
to the World Bank on the row over the Bagli-
har project. Pakistan says it wants third-par-
ty mediation on Baglihar. And India has
agreed to it. New Delhi has even offered fresh
talks on the project. Pakistan says only if In-
dia stops construction.

Is the peace pipe smoking itself out?

Pakistan would like the world to believe so.
India doesn’t — foreign minister Natwar
Singh announced on Thursday that he would
travel to Pakistan on February 15-17. But In-
dia isn’t letting Pakistan give the peace
process any sleepless nights either. As India
sees it, even as the peace process continues
apace, it is determined to deny Pakistan any
veto power in Jammu and Kashmir’s affairs.

Refusing to dignify it with a response, In-
dia will continue construction on the
Baglihar project in Kashmir which will
generate 450 MW electricity for the power-
starved state.

India’s determination to continue stems
from two precedents where Kashmir has
been the habitual loser. India agreed to Pak-
istan-dictated terms on the Salal project,
which has led to very high siltation levels, af-
fecting power generation sharply. In 1988, In-
dia acceded to Benazir Bhutto’s request and
stopped construction of the Tulbul project.
Seventeen years later, it remains unresolved
and has been intertwined with the final solu-
tion to Kashmir.

“We should not fall into the Tulbul trap,”
said former high commissioner to Pakistan
G Parthasarathy.

India’s keenness on getting the Baglihar
project going is clear from an agreement that
JKPDC signed this week with a nine-FI con-
sortium for a loan of Rs 17.70 billion for
Baglihar.

In 2000, Pakistan dragged India to the
world court over the downing of their sur-
veillance plane Atlantique, but India pre-
vailed. Similarly, India believes this time
round too, a World Bank ruling is likely to be
favourable. India believes Pakistan’s refusal
to allow the project stems from a political
standpoint, not a technical one. Pakistan
wants a veto on anything to do with J&K,
said senior officials.

Pakistan has stepped up its diplomatic of-
fensive against India trying to coopt foreign
missions to their point of view. On Wednes-
day, reports said Pakistan prime minister
Shaukat Aziz had directed government de-
partments to start the process of seeking
third party mediation, but Islamabad has
stopped short of announcing it yet.
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~Pakistan won't accept

)

‘Mad¢'in India’ solution

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 11. — Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf. said
tonight: “We will not accept any
solution on Kashmir with the stamp
of “Made in India’ because this dis-
pute cannot be resolved without the
involvement of Kashmiris and
Pakistan.” He was speaking during
an interview to the private Geo TV.

President Musharraf said he was
still hopeful of reaching a peaceful
settlement with India with regard to
the Baglihar hydro-power dam
issue. He said he was hopeful
because a lot of things were taking
place between the two countries
behind the scenes.

The outcome of the secretary-
level talks held in Delhi, which was
“not encouraging”, was discussed at
a high-level meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz
last night, foreign office spokesman
Mr Masood Khan said. “The feed-
back from the meeting was... frankly
not encounging,” he said. “Import-
ant decisions were taken during the
meeting. Ve will see now how we
proceed. Orr firm decision on the
World Bark intercession (over
Baglihar) vill be made public
soon,” Mr Kian said.

The meeting, presided over by Mr
Aziz. advised the concerned depart-
ments to prepare a case to be filed
with the World Bank for the appoi-
ntment of independent experts, he
added.

Mr Khan said earlier that even bef-
ore the recent meeting of the water
ministry secretaries in Delhi, Pakist-
an’s leadership had decided to invoke
Article 9(2)(A) of the 1960 Indus
Water Treaty, which was brokered by
the World Bank to share the waters
of six rivers. The article dealt with ar-
bitration in case of a dispute, Mr Kh-
an said and added that “it was only a
matter of timing”. Mr Khan said Pa-
kistan has begun briefing EU and ot-
her countries’ diplomats about its sta-
nd on Baglihar dam being built by In-
dia over river Chenab in J&K. — PTI
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~ Aziz Visit g

‘stumps govt
4 %Iitical Bureau 9“5:9 N

E sudden visit of Pakistani national seMurity

I counil secretary Tariq Aziz to New Dethi on

Monday saw the government speaking in dif-
ferent voices. While the Prime Minister’s establish-
ment on Tuesday morning denied that Mr Aziz had
met Manmohan Singh, the foreign office by
evening went on record to state that he held meet-
ings with the Prime Minister
and the external affairs minister
K. Natwar Singh.

“Mr Aziz paid a brief visit to offer condolences on
the demise of national security advisor J.N. Dixiton
behalf of President Pervez Musharraf. He called on
the Prime Minister and the external affairs minister
also,” MEA spokesperson Navtej Sarna said.

The foreign office also acknowledged that the
tsunami tragedy may have figured in the talks with
the Prime Minister. Though the MEA spokesperson
denied knowledge of details, indications were that
the issue of future of Indo-Pak talks were discussed.
Mr Aziz, a trusted aide of President Musharraf, had

NEW DELHI 11 JANUARY

Dixit. The two had been cpediged with creating

NEIGHBOURS ENVY ™

J&K dam
creates rift :
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LAGGING the near total breakdown of water

talks between India and Pakistan, Islamabad

on Tuesday prepared to seek intervention of
the World Bank in resolving the Baglihar hydro
power project in Jammu and Kashmir even as India:.
replied that it would “respond accordingly” to any
such move.

Technical tatks on the Bagli-
r project had collapsed last
week after the two sides failed to reach common
ground on contentious aspects even after three
days of negotiations. Pakistan has demanded that
India stop construction on the project before tech-
nical talks can proceed ahead.

Though there was no official announcement,
media reports from Islamabad on Tuesday suggest-
ed that Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had
given the go-ahead to concerned departments to
make preparations for approaching the World
Bank. India, however, insisted that it had not vio-
lated any of the technical aspects of the Indus Basin

been holding back channel nej})Zations with Mr

openings to continue the pedce frrocess.

The Economic

Water Treaty of 1960, which was the basis for the
water-shafing  agreement  between  the-
two coyhtries. }
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4.~ Talks on Baglihar dam fail

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. The India-Pa-
kistan talks on construction of
Baglihar dam on the Chenab
river in Doda district of Jammu
and Kashmir broke down today
and Pakistan said it would seek
appointment of a “neutral ex-
pert” to address differences
with India, as permitted by the
Indus Waters Treaty.

The treaty was signed by In-
dia, Pakistan and the World
Bank 44 years ago.

Ashfaq Mahmood, Pakistan’s
Water Resources Secretary, told
presspersons that this “next
step” would be taken as there
had been no progress in the
three days of talks with his Indi-
an counterpart, V.K. Duggal. He
claimed that the proposed Ba-
glihar dam, at 470 feet, was
higher than Pakistan’s Tarbela
dam. He, however, did not an-
swer a question why Pakistan
had not invoked appointment
of a neutral expert as far as the
Tulbul navigation project was
concerned — an issue which
has been under discussion for
some 16 years between the two
countries.

Mr. Mahmood said there
could be no consumptive use of
waters by India of the Jhelum,
Chenab and Indus waters.
Pointing out that there had
been two rounds of discussions
at the Secretary-level after the
Indus Waters Commissioners
failed to reconcile their differ-

ences, he said India had started
and continued with the con-
struction of the project despite
objections by Pakistan.

He said that when the Pakis-
tan Prime Minister, Shaukat
Aziz, visited New Delhi in No-
vember last year, the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
suggested there should be a fi-
nal meeting to deal with the
matter. That “final” meeting

had now taken place,
claimed.

An External Affairs Ministry
official said India was ready to
continue technical discussions
with Pakistan on Baglihar.

According to him, India’s po-
sition remained that the design
of the project was well within
the definitions contained in the
Indus Waters Treaty.

Pakistan's intention was to

ensure that the Government of
India could not go ahead with
any project that would benefit
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. All this was being done to
prevent India from going ahead
with the Baglihar project, he
said.

India, the official said, would
not stop construction of the
project as demanded by Pakis-
tan.

A\
G\
By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. Pakistan’s in-
sistence that it will seek the ap-
pointment of a “neutral
expert” to arbitrate on the Ba-
glihar dispute is not reflected
in the agreed minutes, “but if it
chooses to do it then we will
state our position. India is
clear that there is no deviation
from the provisions of the In-
dus Water Treaty of 1960. A
week in the seven-year history
of the project was not a big
time. But this was not accepted
by the Pakistan delegation.
Now both parties will report
this position to the respective
governments,” the leader of
the Indian delegation and Wa-
ter Resources Secretary, V.K.
Duggal said.

Even as his counterpart, Pa-
kistan’s Water and Power Sec-

retary, Ashfaq Mahmood,
described India’s stand as “in-
flexible” in a separate press
conference, Mr. Duggal indi-
cated that there could be con-
vergence on some of the
technical issues. He said there
was no talk of re-opening the
treaty “which had stood the
test of time”.

Asserting that this was the
first time that quantitative dis-
cussions on the technical data
had been held, Mr. Duggal said
India received Pakistan’s ob-
servations on its technical data
on December 31 with the re-
quest to hold talks from Janu-

ary 3.

“We told them we needed
more time to study the data yet
we agreed to a meeting from
Tuesday. On the second day of
the talks we identified six tech-
nical issues, including weir at

THE HINDU

«"!No reopening of treaty: India

low level, pondage, level of in-
take, (un)gated spillway, free-
board height and low-level
tunnel. We even had a smaller
group of engineers discuss the
technical data but needed
more time.”

Mr. Duggal, however, main-
tained that the talks were
“constructive and focussed”
and had moved forward. “Even
though the discussion were in-
conclusive, a breakthrough
has been archived on the tech-
nical aspects,” he asserted. He
said as a goodwill gesture India
was willing to consider Pakis-
tan’s objections provided they
did not impact on the safety of
the dam and the people. India
even asked Pakistan to come
up with alternate design calcu-
lations or some alternate fact
sheet which could be examin-
ed on a “two-way basis.”



° \/\/
.+ Trust deficit,

Unilateral CBMs may be Delhi's only optign

ittle of substance materialised from the foreign secretary

level talks between India and Pakistan, as Islamabad
stonewalls bilateral confidence building measures that have
been proposed, or demands impossible concessions in their
place. For example, one of Islamabad’s measures is parity
between conventional armed forces of the two sides, which
scarcely takes into account that India is a far bigger country
with a much larger border to police, not to mention having
to tackle insurgencies promoted by Islamabad. The two
sides could not agree even to notify each other about
ballistic missile tests, surely the minimum that can be expect
in terms of building trust. In the circumstances the best that
Delhi can do is to announce unilateral confidence building
measures from time to time, which deal with this particular
deficit that is hampering progress. If ulterior motives are
suspected behind every move Delhi makes, there is little it
can do. The bright side is that reflexive hostility to India is
less among ordinary people in Pakistan than in the

Islamabad establishment.

Rather than adopt a tit-for-tat approach when Islamabad
imposes restrictions on Indian citizens and goods, Delhi
could make it easy for certain categories of Pakistani
citizens, for example students, journalists, academics, tourist
groups, or patients needing advanced medical care, to gat
visas. It should also go a long way to providing Pakistan
alternative sources of information on India. The moves that |
Delhi is making in this regard, such as visa-on-arrival for
Pakistanis below 12 or above 65, are commendable and their
momentum should be kept up. There is reason to suspect
that Islamabad may not be too keen to facilitate contact
between civilians in both Kashmirs, as it would demolish the
myth that Kashmiris are better off under a Pakistani
administration, whether in terms of standard of living or the
right to self-determination. The eagerly expected Srinagar-
Muzzafarabad bus link did not come through, but Delhi is
keeping up the momentum by suggesting five places on the
LoC where Kashmiris from both sides can meet. It will be to

Islamabad’s disadvantage if it keeps refusing confidence-
building measures. /
-~
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" India must make concessions to Pakistan and remain on guard

" Beyond this place

isiting Karachi, Islam-

abad or Muree, my

preconceptions about

the role of fundamen-

talism in Pakistan, of
only burga-clad women, hostility to
India and Indians, were shattered.
There are more full-burga clad
women on the streets of Bangalore
than in these Pakistani cities.
Among the educated, one sees little
sign of arigorous Islam. And they
are extremely friendly and hos-
pitable to Indians.

Pakistan has had an unfortunate
history since its creation in 1947.
Dictatorships by the military, a pli-
ant judiciary, corrupt politicians,
rulers using religion to entrench
themselves, medieval society im-
posed on a people who were natural-
ly tolerant and exposed to global in-
fluences, feudal land-ownership str-
uctures, female exploitation and
lack of national cohesion have be-
devilled its progress. Its leaders
used hatred of India to give the
country a focus. The retention of
much of majority-Muslim Kashmir
by India was projected as the rea-
son. The military consolidated itself
on the excuse of athreat from India.
It built up massive intelligence serv-
ices and independent revenues to
fund them. The military became an-
other class interest and the most
powerful one, though membership
was by selection, not by birth.

Pakistan initiated three wars
with India that it lost. Indira Gand-
hi did not insist on a final settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue despite
almost 100,000 Pakistani soldiers in
Indian captivity. Pakistan embar-
ked on a nuclear programme aimed
to give it anuclear option as the only
way to confront India. Conventional
warfare had not been successful.
But Pakistan did not actually test an
atom bomb till India did so.

ater, the Pakistani president,
I Zia-ul-Haq, turned Pakistan
to Islamic fundamentalism to
unite the country and secure funds
and support from Arab countries.
He mobilized young Muslims to
form the taliban and so fill the vacu-
um in Afghanistan after the Soviets
retreated from there. This would
give Pakistan leverage over India
and a bargaining ploy with the
West. Zia built a network of terror-
ist camps in Pakistan to infiltrate
into Kashmir and other parts of
India to wage a new form of warfare
since conventional war had failed.
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif, the politicians who succeed-
ed him, allegedly made huge for-
tunes for themselves and their fami-
lies but had no strategy for moving
Pakistan forward to social and eco-
nomic progress.
Pervez Musharraf appears to

The author is former director-
general, National Council for
Applied Economic Research
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lack the fundamentalist credentials
of Zia and the venality of the politi-
cians. A commando, he uses com-
mando tactics to great effect in con-
founding domestic and foreign
politicians. Having participated in
failed conventional wars and know-
ing that the nuclear option was not
actually usable, he looked for ways
to break the stalemate. He had par-
ticipated in the execution of the ter-
rorist infiltration strategy. It failed
since India showed willingness to
bear any financial and human cost
to counter it. He stealthily took over

S.L.RAO \y

United States of America. The eco-
nomic support package included
waivers of loans and special trade
preferences. In return, Musharraf
had to open Pakistan to American
intelligence and armed forces and
use the Pakistan army to hunt for
the terrorists. In this he managed to
strike a balance between offering
help but not to the extent of surren-
dering Osama bin Laden and other
top terrorist leaders. Open Ame-
rican intervention on the Kashmir
dispute did not come about but ne-
gotiations started because the inter-

New route

the commanding heights of Kargil
to control Indian military access to
Kashmir. A.B. Vajpayee’s willing-
ness to suffer high casualties in the
Indian army to dislodge the Pak-
istani army from Kargil and the in-
tervention of the international
community that was fearful of a
possible nuclear conflagration in
south Asia ended that adventure. It
also displayed Musharraf’s abilities
to change tactics to suit the mo-
ment. He seized control over Pak-
istan by banishing the prime minis-
ter, Nawaz Sharif, and began over-
tures to meet Vajpayee and negoti-
ate all disputes.

Musharraf was perhaps the first
in Pakistan to realize what a god-
sent the World Trade Center kill-
ings on 9/11 were for him and Pak-
istan. He reversed tactics, aban-
doned the taliban and Islamic fun-
damentalism and offered “full” co-
operation to the American presi-
dent, George W. Bush. As a result he
got American and hence interna-
tional backing to stay in power, fi-
nancial support, military hardware
and the status of a close ally of the

national community intervened
with India and Pakistan to prevent
any possibility of nuclear conflict.
He reciprocated Vajpayee’s desire
for better relations. After an initial
stumble, Musharraf changed tac-
tics and opted for a step-by-step
process for resolving all issues.

In seeking a resolution with
India, Musharraf has antagonized
the Islamic fundamentalists in Pak-
istan, foreign mercenary groups, el-
ements in the army and particular-
ly, the intelligence services. Three
reported assassination attempts
(rumoured to have been actually 11)
make it unlikely that he will die in
bed. India must prepare for future
scenarios without Musharraf,

The key questions are whether
he has cleansed Islamic fundamen-
talists from the army and the intelli-
gence services and planned his suc-
cession. In amilitary dictatorship, a
successor could unseat the incum-
bent and so there is probably no
plan. American support will no
doubt determine the succession.
With no charismatic political leader
in sight and no army backing for a

civilian leadership, Pakistan will
probably remain either a military
dictatorship or subservient to the
military for many more years.

Will the army ever reform the
feudal land-ownership, improve in-
vestment levels in the economy, re-
duce corruption, improve the
health and educational services, es-
pecially for the poor, stop the drain
of educated young Pakistanis from
the country, clamp down hard on
fundamentalists and militancy, join
in making Saarc into an economic
partnership, improve public and
corporate governance and take all
the actions to transform Pakistan
into a modern state? Past experi-
ence suggests that it will not. Conti-
nued army power and influence de-
mand that it does not rock the un-
easy stability that has been built up
between the different ruling elites.
While the army can pick targets as
Musharraf has done (fundamental-
ists, select terrorist groups, and so
on), it cannot go against the ruling
elite of defence officers, business
men, landlords and key tribal lead-
ers.

volts in Sind, Baluchistan and

Waziristan and of the moha-
jirs, against the ruling Punjabi elite.
There is no strategy to contain and
reverse these resentments. There is
also the sustained divide between
the Shias and Sunnis and the con-
tinuing killings of Shias by Sunnis.
Karachi appears to have reached an
uneasy stability but remains a city
that is dangerous for foreigners, for
the wealthy and Muslim minorities.

Recent economic growth exceed-
ing 6 per cent with foreign exchange
reserves crossing $11 billion have
been fuelled by massive American
financial aid and the write-off or
postponement of repayment of in-
ternational loans. The economic
progress is driven by consumption,
not investment or inherent internal
strengths. There is little industry or
a growing industrial class, neces-
sary for social change.

In this scenario of uncertainty,
India cannot trust that successor
rulers will honour any political
agreements regarding Kashmir.
Building economic and cultural
links through people-to-people con-
tacts at all levels, easier travel for or-
dinary people, removing bureau-
cratic visa harassments, research
and educational exchange and col-
laborations, must be unilaterally
initiated by India. The object must
be to improve mutual understand-
ing, reduce hostility and resent-
ment of India.

Pakistan faces a very uncertain
future. India must remain on its gu-
ard. Bonhomie between people does
not mean that old hostilities and re-
sentments have disappeared. India
could use the resentment against its
bigness and prosperity to offer uni-
lateral concessions that do not ig-
nore India’s security interests.

P akistan has for years faced re-





