TIndia, Sri Lanka deplo{

violations of ceasefire

Agree that environmental lmphcatlons of Sethu project must be studled

Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI: India and Sri Lankaon
Friday reiterated their support
for — and commitment to — the
embattled peace process in the
island nation and agreed that an
enduring solution to the coun-
try’s problems could emerge
“only through internal political
processes that promote consen-
sus and reconciliation”.

A joint statement which seeks
to catalyse a broader economic
relationship between the two
countries, issued at the conclu-
sion of the Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse’s visit to
Delhi, said the two nations
agreed that the environmental
implications of the Sethusamu-
dram Ship Channel Project had
to be studied and monitored and
action taken to mitigate them if
any.

Noting that “a positive collab-
orative relationship was being
established for the study and
monitoring of the environmen-
tal implications of the project,”
Mr. Rajapakse and Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh “endorsed
that the outcome of the collab-
oration must be to reach a com-
mon understanding as to
whether there are environmen-
tal consequences and if so, the
action to be taken to mitigate
them”. Accordingly, technical
experts from both countries
have been asked to continue
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their interaction, the statement
said. This formulation on the
controversial project -- which
Colombo feels might have harm-
ful effects, inter alia, on wave
patterns and fish stocks -- at-
tempts to operationalise an ear-
lier commitment made by Dr
Manmohan Singh to the then Sri
Lankan president, Chandrika
Kumaratunge, on her last visit to
New Delhi in September, that
India would be prepared to mod-
ify the project if studies estab-
lished the possibility of negative
ecological consequences.

In addition to the Sethusamu-
dram project, which is akey con-
cern of the Sri Lanka, the joint
statement lays out a number of
India’s commitments towards
the development of infrastruc-
ture in the island nation .

Top among these is an ambi-
tious plan for a number of joint
ventures for the development of
the eastern Sri Lankan port city

of Trincomalee and its sur-

rounding region. The two lead-
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ers noted the need to Tepare a
master plan for realising the full
potential of the proposed bilat-
eral projects.

As afirst step, a 500 MW ther-
mal power project would be
launched as a joint venture be-
tween the National Thermal
Power Company of India and the
Ceylon Electricity Board. In ad-
dition, India said it was prepared
to consider additional conces-
sions and credit for 4he devel-
opment of the Colombo-Matara
rail line beyond the $100 million
credit line already committed.

On the political front, Mr. Ra-
japakse briefed the Indian lead-
ership on his approach to the
peace process and his aim of
achieving “maximum devolution
which preserves the unity and
territorial integrity of Sri Lan-
ka”. India, on its part, “reiterated
its support for a process of seek-
ing a negotiated political settle-
ment acceptable to all sections
of Sri Lankan society within the
framework of an undivided Sri
Lanka and consistent with de-
mocracy, pluralism and respect
for human rights”.

Both countries deplored the
recent violations of the ceasefire
and said these “could undermine
the prospects for peace in Sri
Lanka”,

Among the other economic
projects, India offered to sup-
port Sri Lanka’s efforts to recon-

struct amyé op the North
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and East of the country through
technical and financial assist-
ance and will assist in the con-
struction of a library and
stadium in Jaffna as a first step.
New Delhi also said it had initi-
ated action to prepare a detailed
project report on the rehabilita-
tion of the tsunami-damaged
Base Hospital in Trincomalee.

Other Indian initiatives in-
clude collaborating with Sri Lan-
ka in setting up an Information
and Communication Technolo-
gy (ICT) Park in that country
and construction of a new 150-
bed hospital at Dickoya in the
central province.

In the field of human re-
sources development, it was de-
cided that the Joint Working
Group under the India-Sri Lan-
ka MoU on the Education Ex-
change Programme would be
operationalised at the earliest
possible. Several measures fund-
ed by India to enhance cooper-
ation in the field of education
and training were also agreed
upon,

These include the Mahatma
Gandhi scholarship scheme for
100 deserving Sri Lankan stu-
dents every year, upgrading of
libraries and science laborato-
ries in upcountry areas, setting
up of Chair in Contemporary In-
dian studies in Peradeniya Uni-
versity and commissioning of a
field study on vocational train-
ing centres.
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Ew Delhi’s reluctance to join the peace process in
Sri Lanka is understandable. Given the absence of a
consensus in the Lankan political mainstream and the
fascist character of the LTTE, India should refrain from
entering a process that, unfortunately, holds little promise
of success. The peace talks in Sri Lanka, mediated by
Norway, are on the verge of collapse. Since the election of
Mahinda Rajapakse as prime minister, violence has been on
the rise in the island. Scores of soldiers and civilians, and
an MP of the Tamil National Alliance, a coalition close to
the LTTE, have been killed in the past few weeks. The LTTE
has set a December-end deadline to decide on their partici-
pation in the talks. Rajapakse, despite his best intentions for
peace, has not succeeded in evolving a consensus among his
allies on devolution of powers in the Tamil dominated areas
or outline the way ahead for the talks. The allies of the
Rajapakse government include hardliine nationalist outfits
like Janata Vimukti Perumana and the Jathika Hela
Urumeya. The bitter experience of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force which went to the island in 1987 on the
invitation of Colombo is too close in time to be forgotten. As
for the LTTE, it continues to be as intransigent in its

motives and as violent as before in its politics.

Any Indian intervention in the chaos in Sri Lanka will
have a fallout in Tamil Nadu. Many mainstream political
parties in the southern state voiced apprehension when
reports suggesting that Colombo is seeking military hard-
ware from New Delhi appeared in the media. Ethnic and
cultural ties have a tendency to override concerns of the
nation state and that should be respected. The LTTE may
have few supporters in Tamil Nadu, but the Tamil cause
does touch a chord with many people. Such being the case,
it is important that New Delhi should calibrate its response
to Colombo’s concerns after giving due consideration to
sentiments in Tamil Nadu. That said, New Delhi should do
its best to help Colombo rebuild an economy ravaged by the
war and the tsunami. Also, efforts should be undertaken to
delegitimise the claim of the LTTE that they are the sole
representatives of Tamils living in Sri Lanka. .-
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“Both Siﬁes agreed that talks, aimed at strengthening ceasefire, must begin soon”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Amid fears of collapse
of the Sri Lankan peace process,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse on Wednes-
day agreed on the urgency to be-
gin talks, aimed at shoring up the
ceasefire between the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the
Sri Lankan armed forces.

Mr. Rajapakse, visiting India
on his first overseas tour since
becoming President last month,
held talks with Dr. Singh for 40
minutes. At the delegation-level
talks that followed, he briefed
the Indian side on his assess-
ment of the status of the peace
process, the External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson said.
“Both sides agreed that peace
talks, aimed at strengthening the
ceasefire, should begin at the
earliest.”

The spokesperson said the
discussions also covered “the
wide ranging economi¢ and
commercialeoopération that ex-
isted between the two countries,
as well as ways and means of
enhancing it in the coming years.
Specific issues in this context
that came up were the conclu-
sion of a Comprehensive Eco-
.. nomic Partnership Agreement,
cooperation in the field of rail-
ways, civil aviation, information
technology and energy.”

The spokesperson refused to
get drawn into a public discus-
sion of the Sri Lankan proposal
of India playing a greater role in
the peace process. Asked about
India’s willingness to become
the fifth co-chair of the peace
talks (along with Norway, the
United States, Japan and the Eu-
ropean Union), the spokesper-
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Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse and his wife with President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh at the ceremonial reception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN.

son said India’s position was
“well known” and that Mr. Raja-
pakse. had “welcomed India’s
commitment to peace and secu-
rity in Sri Lanka.”

Referring to the spate of re-
cent incidents — ranging from
mine blasts to rebel attacks —
which claimed the lives of more
than 40 Sri Lankan soldiers in

THE HINDU

the past month, the spokesper-
son said India was “deeply con-
cerned” at the recent escalation
of violence and “the repeated vi-
olations of the ceasefire.” This
trend would “only undermine
the search for a negotiated polit-
ical settlement which was crit-
ical for the maintenance of peace
and for the resumption of talks.

Confirming that Mr. Raja-
pakse’s visit to Tamil Nadu had
been put off following cancella-
tion of his appointment with
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, the
spokesperson denied that there
was anything untoward in her
decision. “I would not character-
ise it an embarrassment or any-
thing like that,” he said.

“The programme for Tamil
Nadu for the visiting President
was tentative in nature and was
based on mutual convenience.
Given the fact that the President
has a full schedule in Delhi and
other places and the fact that the
Chief Minister was not available
that day, the programme has
been changed,” he said. /
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India gives

two radars
to Sri Lanka’
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The supply marks the resumption of
non-lethal military aid to Colombo

Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHE: India has provided
Sri Lanka with two indigenous-
ly developed military radars on
the eve of Sri Lanka President
Mahinda Rajapakse’s maiden
visit. The transfer of radars, to
enable low-level detection of
fighter aircraft, marks the re-
sumption of non-lethal military
aid after five years. Though the
deal has been kept under wraps,
Defence Ministry sources con-
firmed the transfer but did not
provide details.

Other sources pointed out
that the transfer adhered to the
India-Sri Lanka draft defence
cooperation agreement that did
not encourage Colombo to go in
for a military solution to the
Tamil issue. At the same time, it
beefs up the Sri Lankan defenc-
es against any distant possibil-
ity of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam acquiring prowess
in air operations. At present,
the LTTE owns two microlight
aircraft and is believed to have
developed two airstrips in areas
under its control. But the radar
would be unable to detect air-
craft of this size, the sources
said.

Fast patrol crafts

India did provide non-lethal
military equipment, including
fast patrol crafts, in 2000 fol-
lowing the stepped up activities
of the LTTE. But it has general-
ly refrained from making high-
technology supplies ever since
stopping military hardware
supplies in the late 1980s.

Sources said that India
agreed to supply the radars af-
ter Pakistan began taking in-

» Indra-li radar cannot
detect microtight aircraft

o Manufactured by Bharat
Electronics Limited

o Bid to pre-empt Pakistan
from supplying eguipment

terest in filling the void in Sri
Lankan military supplies. The
former External Affairs Minis-
ter, Natwar Singh, made the for-
mal offer during his visit to
Colombo earlier this year as In-
dia felt uncomfortable with the
idea of Pakistan-installed sur-
veillance equipment near its
shores.

On Defence Ministry instruc-
tions, Bharat Electronics Limit-
ed manufactured the radars.
BEL supplies the Indra-II ra-
dars to the Indian Air Force,
which has handed it over to Col-
ombo.

Joint naval exercises

Despite the defence agree-
ment being in limbo two years
after it was first drafted, the two
countries deepened the mili-
tary-level contacts and held the
first-ever joint naval exercises
earlier this month. The two na-
vies might meet next month
when India hosts a joint exer-
cise for the sea forces of neigh-
bouring countries.

Sources said that despite a
sluggish military equipment
transfer arrangement, person-
nel of both the armed forces en-
joyed a close relationship with
most Sri Lankan military offi-
cers having been trained in In-
diaat some point of their career.
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India and Sri Lanka S0 near, yet so far

Nirupama Subramanian

OR A quick take on how much Indla

matters to Sri Lanka, look no further

than the planner of every new govern-

ment that takes office in Colombo. Un-
deterred by editorial writers in the Sri Lankan
press railing against “paying pooja to the Delhi
maligawa [temple],” the first foreign visits of
newly elected Sri Lankan leaders are inevitably
to New Delhi. In 2001, Ranil Wickremesinghe
was on a plane to India within days of taking
office as Prime Minister. After the assassination
of Lakshman Kadirgamar in August 2005, the
first stop for Anura Bandaranaike, who succeed-
ed him as Foreign Minister, was New Delhi.
Following the recent election in which Mahinda
Rajapakse was elected President, his Foreign
Minister, Mangala Samaraweera, made a quick
trip to the Indian capital. Now, President Raja-
pakse is in New Delhi, also on his first official
visit abroad.

Inarecent interaction with journalists in Col-
ombo, President Rajapakse explained it thus:
“We are neighbours and we have to work very
closely. In my first policy statement, I men-
tioned India. Somebody from the West also
asked me this question, ‘why India? It isbecause
they are a very important country.”

It is that obvious. Yet since at least 1991, nei-
ther Sri Lanka nor India, both brooding over the
past, has dared or wanted to acknowledge this so
openly or directly. The main issue in the bilater-
al relationship is the island’s Tamil question.
The Indian intervention in the conflict in the
1980s had ended in two stages, both messy: the
departure of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in
1990 from North-East Sri Lanka, at the explicit
request of the Sri Lankan government, and to the
relief of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
and; the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in 1991 by
a suicide bomber of the LTTE. More than the
first, it was the second that defined New Delhi’s
“hands off” Sri Lanka policy all through the
1990s.

Yet, it has also been clear over these 15 years
that despite the official disengagement, India

CARTOONSCAPE
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cannot do in relation to Sri Lanka’s search for
peace, there is no clarity on what it should do.

retains more than detached interest in the go-
ings-on across the Palk Straits. More than that,
in Sri Lanka, all sides to the conflict and all
shades of political opinion believe India holds
the key to how the story will unfold.

The reasons are well known: one side to the
conflict is the LTTE, which India banned as a
terror group from 1992; its leader, Velupillai
Prabakaran, is wanted by India as the prime
accused in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case.
Mr. Prabakaran wants to establish and rule over
an independent state of Tamil Eelam in north-
eastern Sri Lanka, a short boat ride from Tamil
Nadu; many politicians in Tamil Nadu were sup-
portive of the LTTE in the past, and some con-
tinue to be even today.

Additionally, there is the perception — true or
not — that India will consider as a threat to its
own unity any political solution in Sri Lanka that
goes beyond the Indian model of federalism.

In line with its “hands off” policy, India de-
murred from articulating its interest or con-
cerns outright, or from getting involved in Sri
Lanka directly. But there was much backroom
diplomacy. In the mid-1990s, from behind the
scenes, New Delhi gave full backing to President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s plan to marginalise
the LTTE politically through a new Constitution
that promised to be federal and inclusive of Ta-
mils. India also gave ancillary support — in the
form of intelligence inputs — to concurrent mil-
itary action by the Kumaratunga Government
against the LTTE.

But the plan depended too much on the good
sense of the Sri Lankan political establishment
to see the Constitution through Parliament. It
also underestimated the misery the war would
cause to the Tamil people in the North-East, and
miscalculated the military staying power of the
LTTE. The plan finally failed on both political

and military fronts. Sri Lanka — Sinhalese, Ta-
mils and Muslims — ended up sidelining Presi-
dent Kumaratunga instead of the LTTE. The
people voted in a government that wanted to end
the war and make peace with the LTTE. Such
was the extent of war-weariness that it seemed
people did not care even if it meant the state
virtually signing off responsibility for the North-
East and for the Tamils there to the LTTE, as
long as the Tigers left the south alone.

It was this stage that the limitations of New
Delhi’s official “hands off” policy in relation to
securing its interests became obvious. The
Wickremesinghe Government wanted Indian
assurance that it supported a peace process that
empowered the LTTE in unprecedented fash-
ion. Given the popular backing for Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe then, India could have opposed or
criticised his moves only at the risk of sounding
like an advocate for a return to war. Thus it was
that New Delhi found itself nodding agreement
with the Norway-facilitated peace process as it
was conducted then, despite its inherent and
obvious drawbacks.

For sure, India was not totally helpless. New
Delhi was apparently one reason the idea of an
interim self-government for North-East Sri Lan-
ka, along the lines proposed by the LTTE, a
major plan of the Wickremesinghe-steered por-
tion of the peace process did not go further.
India also built bridges with the Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna — a party opposed to most ele-
ments of the process — in the run-up to the last
parliamentary election. The JVP has a major
presence in the Sri Lankan parliament and sup-
ports Mr. Rajapakse’s Government.

For the rest, New Delhi has been a bystander
to a process that has often looked like drifting
away from the oft-repeated Indian position that
the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE must

arrive at a “negotiated settlement acceptable to
all communities, and reflecting the pluralistic
nature of Sri Lankan society, within the frame-
work of a united and democratic Sri Lanka”.
India watched as the LTTE grew politically pow-
erful, liquidated rival Tamil politicians, and ab-
sorbed the once moderate Tamil United
Liberation Front in its fold. Despite its obvious
influence over them, India also watched leaders
of southern Sri Lanka — the country’s “national
leadership” — contribute to the LTTE’s ascend-
ance through manifold short-sighted moves to
the point where the group is now confident it
stands at the threshold of an independent
Eelam.

Is it time then that New Delhi shed its “hands
off” policy and asked itself if it needs to play a
more activist role in the search for a solution to
Sri Lanka’s conflict, if only to ensure that the
conflict does not drag India into its vortex at
some later stage in ways more complex and dark
than we can imagine now?

Sea Tigers’s issue

At least one academic has already made a
veiled hint for military action by India to protect
its interests. In his recent book, Conflict Over
Fisheries in the Palk Bay, V. Suryanarayan, for-
merly of the Centre for South and South East
Asian Studies, University of Madras, has said
New Delhi must “develop the political will ... to
neutralise the Sea Tigers at the earliest
opportunity.”

In the last two years, the LTTE has been
winding up the demand that the Sea Tigers be
recognised as equivalent to a navy controlling
the waters around North-East Sri Lanka. It al-
most convinced the Norwegian ceasefire mon-
itoring committee that this was the only way to
avoid incidents between the Sea Tigers and the
Sri Lankan Navy. While the Sea Tigers do pose a
threat to the maritime boundaries of both Sri
Lanka and India, direct action against them is
too far out a plan unless New Delhi is also ready
to take on the military consequences that could
follow for Sri Lanka. A mediatory role for India
in brokering peace is also ruled out because it
would mean re-establishing links with the
LTTE. But while the Indian Government seems
to be clear about what it cannot do in Sri Lanka,
there is no such clarity on what it should.

President Rajapakse wants India to “at least”
become a co-chair in the peace process along
with Norway, the United States, Japan, and the
European Union. This, he says, will enable a role
for India in the development of the North-East.
Indications are that India is willing to finance
health, housing, and educational projects in the
North-East, routing money through the Sri
Lankan Government and keeping clear of the
LTTE.

This may have its uses. But perhaps more
importantly, India needs to more forthright in
articulating its concerns so that it is communi-
cated to and understood clearly by all sides to the
conflict in Sri Lanka. These concerns of course
relate to the LTTE, and the present dispensation
in Colombo fully shares them. But New Delhi
must make clear to President Rajapakse that the
LTTE cannot vanish with India becoming a co-
chair in the peace process. Or funding projects in
the North-East. Nor even with the signing of the
long-pending India-Sri Lanka defence cooper-
ation agreement, initiated by the Wickremes-
inghe Government in 2003. In any case, the draft
of the agreement suggests only the formalising
of existing cooperation between the two defence
establishments. It is certainly not an Indian
commitment for on the ground assistance to Sri
Lanka in case of a war with the LTTE.

India needs to convey in no uncertain terms to
President Rajapakse that his government, its
allies — the JVP and the Buddhist monks — and
other southern politicians have no option other
than to make major concessions in the form of
political devolution to the Tamils; that thess
concessions are difficult within the existing uni-
tary framework of the Constitution, and; the Sri
Lankan political establishment must think seri-
ously of a federal solution, because that is the
only answer to the LTTE ’s separatism. This
should be India’s most important message to the
visiting President of Sri Lanka.
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/The LTTE shadow

over India

V
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The time has come for India to target the
LTTE effectively in the larger interest of
security and national integrity.

Subramanian Swamy

HE ASSASSINATION of Sri Lanka’s

Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadir-
gamar has exposed the fault lines in In-
dia’s policy towards the internationally
proclaimed terrorist organisation, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. On
the one side, the Indian Government has
banned the LTTE as a terrorist orga-
nisation. On the other side, despite the
continuing assassinations, India does
not oppose the “peace dialogue” of the
Sri Lankan Government with the LTTE,
talks that could end up legitimising the
terrorist outfit and making the ban mea-
ningless.

Although the LTTE has officially de-
nied any involvement in the Kadirgamar
assassination, such a denial cannot be
taken seriously. The organisation has al-
i ways denied its involvement in terrorist
activity — murder, arson, extortion, drug
trafficking, and so on. The LTTE denied
any part in Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination.
However, the Supreme Court of India, in
its 400-page judgment delivered on May
12, 1999, laid bare what a huge lie that
was.

‘Stockholm Syndrome’

That security failed to secure the
neighbourhood of the Foreign Minis-
ter’s residence despite his being high on
the LTTE’s hit list is clear evidence that
the Sri Lankan authorities are suffering
from the ‘Stockholm Syndrome’ of capit-
ulating to tormentors. They are wholly
incompetent to deal with the murderous
LTTE. The Sri Lankan President’s first
reaction was that the island government,
despite the assassination of the Foreign
Minister at his residence in the capital,
would not suspend the so-called peace
talks with the killers — a further in-
dication of the tragic syndrome at work.
Sri Lanka seems to have lost its collec-
tive nerve to combat and confront ter-
ror.

India needs to consider what to do to
remove the fault line in its policy to-
wards the LTTE — and thus secure its
geographical neighbourhood.  The
LTTE, which could be legitimised
through the agency of an inane Norwe-
gian facilitation, is a menace not only to
Sri Lanka’s integrity, but also to India’s
national security. The Tigers have links
with India’s terrorists such as the
Maoists and ULFA, and with the ISI of
Pakistan and even Al Qaeda and with
separatist Indian political parties. Even
if the Congress shows scant interest in
bringing Velupillai Prabakaran to jus-
tice, patriotic Indians cannot forget ei-
ther Rajiv’s martyrdom or the LTTE’s
unforgivable perfidy. India has to fix Pra-
bakaran some day by bringing him to
justice for his lack of respect for India’s
sovereignty.

India has a national security imper-
ative and an unavoidable moral obliga-
tion to get involved to help free the
island nation of the LTTE’s treacherous
terror. I thus see four specific reasons
behind this obligation:

First, India trained the LTTE in the
1980s. The country has to atone for this
by actions to disband and unravel the
Frankenstein monster it helped create.
Secondly, despite enjoying India’s hos-
pitality for years, and after welcoming
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement in 1987,
the Tigers betrayed India by killing more
than 1000 personnel of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force sent to the island to en-
force the accord. The betrayal and loss of
lives of our valiant jawans have to be
avenged to keep up the morale of the
Indian armed forces.

Thirdly, as the Home Ministry’s 2005
Annual Report to Parliament points out,
the LTTE has been targeting pro-Indian
Sri Lanka politicians and assassinating

them. The latest is of course Kadirga-
mar. For India, the most heinous act is
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi. A trial
court has declared Accused No.1 Prabak-
aran a proclaimed offender, and the In-
terpol has issued a Red Corner Notice
for apprehending him. India is thus obli-
gated to search for Prabakaran — and to
immobilise the LTTE and deter it from
engaging in any murderous and terrorist
activities against India and Indian in-
terests.

Fourthly, the LTTE interferes in the
internal affairs of India by financing cer-
tain Indian politicians, providing train-
ing to Indian militant and extremist
organisations, and extending insurgency
infrastructure to bandits such as Vee-
rappan. It also launders black money
from India through its illegal Eelam
Bank in the Jaffna area. India cannot
allow such erosion of law and order
within its own borders.

To discharge these obligations, what
must India do? Obviously, it cannot de-
pend on Sri Lankan governments of to-
day or the near future to bring the LTTE
to book. Sri Lankan political parties are
either capitulationist or chauvinist. The
recent pact of Mahinda Rajapakse,
Prime Minister and presidential candi-
date, with the JVP that if voted to power
he will defend the present failed unitary
constitution is a retrograde step. This
shows the Tamils are squeezed between
the devil and the deep sea.

India’s first move should be to initiate
action to revive the hunt for those of the
LTTE who need to be prosecuted under
Indian law. This includes Prabakaran
and his intelligence chief Pottu Amman
— and whoever has tried to help them to
escape the arm of India’s law enforce-
ment.

In 1998, Parliament set up under the
Central Bureau of Investigation a multi-
disciplinary monitoring agency
(MDMA) to hunt for these wanted per-
sons. But the National Democratic Alli-
ance Government waffled and failed to
pursue the matter. The present United
Progressive Alliance Government has
done even worse. When President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga came to India re-
cently, India went along with the
proposal to take on board the LTTE as a
party in the tsunami relief work and
have its share in the $ 3 billion interna-
tional aid commitment.

The time has come to energise the
MDMA, to get it moving to apprehend
the wanted criminals, in unconventional
ways if necessary. Further, India must
assist and nurture the democratic ele-
ments in the Sri Lankan Tamil
population,

These include those who have demon-
strated the capacity to stand up to the
LTTE (such as S.C. Chandrahasan, and
the breakaway LTTE group that op-
posed Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination,
namely, the Karuna group), to form a
non-violent and democratic alternative
to work out with the Sinhala majority a
federal constitution that would serve the
purpose of power sharing. Thirdly,
LTTE sleeper cells in Indian cities need
to be identified and put out of action. At
present, terrorists of various hues are
active in several States and Union
Territories.

One day, these terrorists and the
LTTE sleeper cells may coordinate and
cause a huge bloody incident. India must
guard against such contingencies
through pre-emptive action.

The time has come for India effective-
ly to contribute to the war against ter-
rorism and in the promotion of
democracy by targeting the LTTE sin-
cerely and effectively in the larger in-
terest of security and national integrity.

(The writer is a former Union Law
Minister.,)
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Diplomatic Correspondent

N
NEW DELHI: Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Anura Bandaranaike
held discussions with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) chairperson Sonia Gand-
hi, and External Affairs Minis-
ter Natwar Singh on Friday.

“This is Mr. Bandaranaike’s
first visit abroad after taking
over as Foreign Minister and
the fact that it is a visit to India
bears testimony to the impor-
tance attached to the relation-
ship by both countries,” the
External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said.

Mr. Bandaranaike and Mr.
Natwar Singh, the spokesman
stated, agreed that bilateral re-
lations between India and Sri
Lanka were in excellent shape.
The visiting Foreign Minister
also briefed the Mr. Singh on
domestic political develop-

'\S"

ments in Sri Lanka, including
the forthcoming presidential
elections, and especially those
following the assassination of
Lakshman Kadirgamar.

Senior officials said that Mr.
Bandaranaike, who was accom-
panied by Ambassador Jayan-
tha Dhanapala, had no doubt
that Kadirgamar’s assassina-
tion was the work of the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
LTTE).

Expressing concern at the re-
cent actions of the LTTE, the
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
said the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment would ask European
countries to take stern steps
against them.

Mr. Bandaranaike reiterated
that there was no question of
holding discussions with the Ti-
gers in Oslo; the talks on the
possible strengthening of the
ceasefire agreement would take

place in Sri Lanka. /

e



«| D22 @Ileq Bl [Bleflsle  1BlbBle [Bllods olbIlle 2O0GE kibleldblle RlbbID kidllel 2 4 4 b Bkelia $IURIIeD,, “bledb Blbbble | MBS web) Q) o) pdub] 5% 0] @) lob kke BEARlbUIS [Bieleklb] @

b Bid) B Bidliella 0 12bAle k) Sudlielis blavs  bie 35 18U 5) Bl HEIS Qlali BRIG ballele fidpjke 5-2 ic Bliabuslied |01 GaUgiE) Bibbble Kide 2 llehblalle &80 SBIa 008)A] BRI Bl Bl Bl B
14eb 5l 122 gl kBl blslolk,, ‘bob bBRIEEGR 4 4] kb R2lblol B)ls istelliele (1 526 Blidble b Zik) bhal |Rieleldb ClaBla s b |ealodlie Mslls)
114 @0 kedd2) s 1Dlabelic Bllllitle ‘Bl 2l Z0IBE ieicllefs Rt 1k |22zl lodz]  leke  IBIbbbiz  belodn|10le] 2kl BES BIP lable SIBIbbie [BIked —lbdsd> 1@11s) [aalis
l6ld 2o 110z 1l bl lolsklod: BEIBIES) 26 blle 1OBIA  phak 52 4 @ bb bpb |ble Bldele lRllok Blle Bab lhedblln Blo bl kbblag ‘Bl Salkld iikb] 1Dllbl] blakile
loallle] edio Wk Qple ke B3 4] 4] Lol B0 Blle 1BE0) B b) Dbl Blulelp ‘b bl
leBlib 1B flofe G ilta b 189 bedlslk Blle K2 bR Bl k) A2edl] BlEIl
B2 4 4 bt 00lge |lete DUIB QOB lellb| SUbRIAE bl RABIA |k aElGe SRS balsia
220 Wbl ©) kb 1ghl [Dlelbly kIGUD $2) llllelbdl  BhMe 5% 4 4 leb ke Bkl
bble Brelibols o 1TSS LlE kB lold B0 klklie B 2B B2 BAA by )z
1224 DUR) Blel@s ek &) kB @) 2989 kle b-leloIb] 12 kK QB lsdr|5-Blx Hle BiIlDb]ls
QY dot] dedle Bliraodlio-lellalie 50 bl ilsle SUIBlICEIA QB 2Bl 1) 2] 1B 1alelibl)
(20R2S) B¢ [bRIE)  Blfe Blded Bl BBlablle [k
ielte] SIleQlodle Z HOLIA PG IO “Glelel 7 ] 4] lob lblln bl YR Llilel® blo-lodulh

D gl ilmlollp Qi) 403 blok @ bllh g g g bl LD 5@ GOkl flelZlic pio bl fo Bieliel @) 19 [helta BIleq [rdplle-Blle k) BEbBLe [hilolfe klie 5 isin |@1le) ?&ﬁ_&%ﬁgw@g

1BI BIEb |l ks Bl QIR BlAleliblb) blells) Bleld) BBl 26 Bd]
BB lolak) BUNel [kSle SBla Hallk 0ORY Eldleiblb) Kle bogsia B e |SBIllszla
AUL) Leglle beiely B Bidldrbolion Klele, LoD Bl kel26% 20nedle 3B Gliatke BIGBIE BOIIGIR BId)
wWitdlg] lelia Bbslle Bl bl Bl kD 1SR b [GlEe al) bttt S\ aBin I G elllin
BES) 18100 lolkdlloll) illacblle  SRJAllblsl Bulsliezla bllelp ‘B) lealklle blae Zld
Dl BrIClle Kl ble Brbh 2B, Bbleble QBIS F5I o] Bd| eb) $2) dide b7 4 4] ko>
hodb klklsleil bbie [Bleldbol loig)lic 5I9z BIls@ bALh [Qbla QYE|]le B ISl ko)t
1BAOG (a0 ghlil Hlodb Zadk bl |l EIZG 0214k Bb) OBIA HEIIE|E-B)l BRIl b)la
Qe AR bl 2 9 4] b LUCletle  TLE S 1AL Blole $O blbble lElidlet S k) Bllele
RIS B MIQB] kB Ibbllle [Bld Blblk 8B B B> Dellie Blololleble  BOISIA 3bB  BL) 604 EIAE bl HGISIS Sk bklis 7 &) 4) ke G3lkcsa Blle
k) b-g 4] g b Bl Sble 1BIEIE B Bl 26 26 kb bk able dIblbble [kiled b2k bdzleli® i |4lbolle Blodllot) @ BRUSIGE BBkl blilo [Bieheidb] blilolm ‘Bbosa
19 QOB lolls lblelA b|lbleE e Bk Silellef BIbod S [Blofb Bdsb] lled¥) toilkizbleds “Moliolia 183 aite BII|dle [ BLhlliete ot o)1 BDIGe)
24 4 Lot &) &) IBIG “Rlilia KIS MBI [ eb) Bulsid) 86 1022 QIS 0l I el Qb kLR GOl 1Dlelll] &b Be bolble BlILHGE Slllbhlle ik pLakh o 2A Hilw) Bl lelflelele-plloZld blble |2 ‘aelsla R
ot Bb] oB|Bo gl POb] 1Y bilh 35 Bldbie BIBbY B Rl bigRiak b &lel@dblle BOIBIS Deb| (214 bkl Zhik L] Seblek bllsbhlle ke 5as|a| blbla |loafzla

|20 [E5u) k|l WIS [pio 25 Ellia Qﬁwuagwgvﬁwwwwmﬁ@w@%%ﬁrﬂ_ﬁ%@& Sk Qs Lo 1) le BEIDBIe Gsia

BBllezla 1214 Qs dedle BISLL %M@q DI|RIbod>|




India condemns assassinati
KaaSel
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NEW DELHI: India has “unreserv-
edly” condemned the assassina-
tion of Sri Lankan Foreign
' Minister Lakshman Kadirga-
tmar. It expressed deep shock
and profound grief at Friday’s
murder in Colombo.

Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh will rep-
resent India at the funeral on
Monday.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Saturday evening tele-
phoned Sri Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga and ex-
pressed his condolences. He said
Kadirgamar was “a great Sri
Lankan” and “a friend of India.”

Earlier, the External Affairs
Ministry, in a statement, de-
scribed him as a long-standing
friend of India.

“This [his assassination] has
been a heinous act and we con-
demn it unreservedly. We have
every confidence that [the] Gov-

Amit Baruah

RN
ket

.

ernment and the friendly people
of Sri Lanka will rise to the chal-
lenge and defeat the forces
which seek to undermine Sri
Lanka’s unity and political sta-
bility,” the release said.

“India will, as always, extend
its full support to our friendly
neighbour in its hour of need,”
the statement said.

“The Government of India’s
support for the unity and territo-
rial integrity of Sri Lanka re-
mains constant and undiluted.

“We convey the sincere con-
dolences of the Government and
people of India to Mrs. Kadirga-
mar and the entire Kadirgamar
family on their irreparable loss.
Our prayers are with them in
their moment of sorrow.”

Senior officials told The
Hindu that India was closely
watching the developments in
Sri Lanka. The assassination
could have an impact not just on
the ceasefire with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam but on the
Sri Lankan Government itself.

PR -

b f{l\z‘- . :
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The officials eer d the sit-
uation in Sri Lanka as “delicate,”
one that might force New Delhi
to make policy choices on its fu-
ture approach to the island na-
tion. The assassination posed a
number of questions to India as
well, they said.

The formal Indian statement
makes no reference to the need
for continuing with the three-
year-old ceasefire. It only speaks
of India extending support to Sri
Lanka in its hour of need.

On the other hand, a state-
ment issued by the United States
Secretary of State, Condoleezza
Rice, refers to the need to persist
with the ceasefire. “I last met
Foreign Minister Kadirgamar
this June. He was a man of digni-
ty, honour and integrity, who
dedicated his life to bringing
peace to Sri Lanka. Together, we
must honour his memory by re-
dedicating ourselves to peace
and ensuring that the ceasefire
remains in force.”
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India boosts Lankan air defence

Island country will buy radar systems to counter LTTE threat

Colombo, June 10

AMID CONCERNS over “acqui-
sition” of air capability by the
LTTE, Sri Lanka agreed on Fri-
da, to purchase air defence radar
systems from India. The South
Asian neighbours signed two
agreements and announced a
slew of measures to bolster co-
operation in economic, educa-
tional and developmental proj-
ects.

“Yes, we will certainly accept
it”, Sri Lankan foreign minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar said at a
joint press meet, with India’s ex-
ternal affairs minister K. Nat-
war Singh, after a meeting of the
India-Sri Lanka Joint Commis-
sion in Colombo. Kadirgamar
added, “We are looking at ways
and means to see how this can be
done”. The minister, however,
declined to fix any timeframe for
accepting it. The LTTE is sus-
pected to have clandestinely
built two airstrips in the areas
under its control.

Singh said a defence coopera-
tion agreement between the two
countries “is in the process of
being finalised. There are cer-
tain procedures to be gone
through and that process is un-
derway”.

This would be a framework for
providing cooperation for regu-
lar exchanges between their de-
fence establishments, training of
personnel and capacity building,
he said. The two agreements, one
relating to small development
projects and the other dealing
with an exchange programme on
education, were signed in the
presence of the two foreign min-
isters.

Singh said India has decided
to train 450 Sri Lankan police-
men. India will also provide a Rs
10 million grant for funding a pi-
lot project of 20 e-libraries in the

EXPERTS FROM India and Sri
Lanka are likely to meet in
July to discuss the environ-
mental fallout of the Rs 2,300
crore Sethusamudram Canal
Project. A joint statement, is-
sued at the conclusion of In-
dia-Sri Lanka Joint Commis-
sion meeting in Colombo, said

Experts to meet on Sethusamudram

the meeting of experts might
be held in July to focus on en-
vironmental concerns regard-
ing the project on the Palk
Straits. The two sides further
agreed to explore avenues for
increased cooperation in the
Palk Bay area.

PTI

island nation. Welcoming the on-
going close cooperation between
the two countries in the areasfof
defence and security, Sri Lanka

thanked India for the offer of
training for its police personnel
and other facilities extended by
the neighbouring country, a joint

PTI

Natwar Singh is all ears for Sri Lankan PM Mahinda Rajapakse at their breakfast meeting in Colombo.

press statement said.

The two sides also noted that
regular exchange of visits by
senior defence and security offi-
cials has contributed to en-
hanced cooperation, it said.

India has also offered to up-
grade the Hatton-Dickoya hospi-
tal as well as the hospitals in
Hambantota, Jaffna, Trincoma-
lee and Point Pedro. Besides, the
Archaeological Survey of India
has agreed to assist in the
restoration of the Thiruke-
theeswaran temple in Mannar
and the Mulkirigala Raja Maha
Viharaya in Hambantota on the
southern coast.

Agencies
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NEW DELHI, June 9. — External
affairs minister Mr K Natwar Singh
said today that Delhi strongly support-
ed the efforts of Sri Lanka government
to shore up the peace process.

Saying this on his arrival at Colombo
airport, where he will be co-chairing
the India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission,
along with his Sri Lankan counterpart,
Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar, Mr Singh
said he would be discussing ways to
advance bilateral co-operation on edu-
cation, culture, science and technology.

“The government and people of
India remain firmly committed in their
support for efforts being made by the
government and the people of Sri
Lanka to consolidate the process of
peace and promote development in
their country,” Mr Singh, who will be in
Sri Lanka for three days, said.

PM meets Koirala

NEW DELHI, June 9.—Dr Manmohan -
Singh met former Nepal Prime Minister =
and Nepali Congress leader, Mr GP Koi- |
rala, at his residence, this evening. Mr
Koirala was accompanied by his party ;
members and his family. There was alsoa |
one-on-one meeting between Dr Singh

and Mr Koirala. Earlier in the day, Mr Koi-
rala (82) met Mrs Sonia Gandhi.— SNS

THE STATESMAN



India backs Colombo plan-

Role for LTTE in domestic mechanism for tsunami relief
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WOMEN POWER: Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga with the Congress president Sonia Gandhi, in New

Delhi on Friday. During Ms. Kumaratunga’s three-day visit, several bilateral issues including Colombo’s plans to

strike a tsunami-aid sharing deal with the LTTE are likely to figure in discussions.

— Photo: REUTERS

Siddharth Varadarajan

NEW DELHI: Ending all speculation
to the contrary, India has come
out in support of a controversial
Sri Lankan Government propos-
al to involve the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in a
joint domestic mechanism for
. administering post-tsunami op-
" erations in that country.

Joint statement

The India-Sri Lanka joint
statement issued here on Friday
during the ongoing working visit
of Sri Lankan President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga notes that
she apprised Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of her efforts

04 JUN 2008

to establish a Post-Tsunami Op-
erational Management Struc-
ture (P-TOMS) and that the
“Prime Minister expressed un-
derstanding of and support for
these ongoing efforts”.

New Delhi’s endorsement of
P-TOMS assumes significance in
the light of the strong opposition
by the Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna and other Sinhala political
forces to the involvement of the
LTTE in any administrative
mechanism.

Those opposed to the ‘joint
mechanism’ had claimed that
India had reservations about the
plan, and New Delhi’s official si-
lence on the issue helped fuel
rumours in Colombo that this

e

Q l@": W

was indeed the case. Anxious to
clear the air, Ms. Kumaratunga
came to Delhi on Thursday with
the principal aim of discussing
the joint mechanism’ with India
at the highest level.

Importance of P-TOMS

According to officials on both
sides, the Sri Lankan President
explained the importance of P-
TOMS in the context of the on-
going peace process. “For the
first time, the LTTE is going to
involve itself in an administra-
tive process with the Sri Lankan
Government”, a Sri Lankan offi-
cial told The Hindu . “And this
will be in an open, transparent
mechanism with observers from

THE HINVA !

the donors”.

When the joint mechanism
gets off the ground, it would rep-
resent the first time Colombo
and the LTTE engage each other
since April 2003, when the latter
broke off talks with the then
UNP government. Not only is
the Tigers’ cooperation needed |
to make the disbursal of relief
more effective, say officials, in
thelong-term this process might
help generate trust and give an
impetus to the peace process.

In a separate meeting on Fri- |
day, Ms. Kumaratunga briefed
Congress president Sonia Gand-
hi about the proposed plan and
received a positive response, say |
Lankan officials. ‘
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