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The UN and the Internet .

Nrm i v

Let's set aside fears of UN designs on the Internet. The UN wants only to promote dialogue and consensus among
all stakeholders, and ultimately to see that all people share in the Internet's benefits, says Kofi A Annan

HE main object of the ‘World
Summit on the Information So-
ciety’, held in Tunis recently
was to ensure that poor coun-
tries get the full benefit that new infor-
mation and communication technolo-
gies “including the Internet” can bring
to economic and social development.
Initially, there was a growing chorus of
misinformation about it.

One mistaken notion, heard with
troubling frequency, was that the Unit-
ed Nations wants to “take over”, police,
or otherwise control the Internet.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. Far from plotting its capture, the
UN wants only to ensure its global
reach. That effort was at the heart of the
Tunis sumumit.

Strong feelings about protecting the
Internet are only to be expected. In'its
short life, the Internet has become an
agent of dramatic, even revolutionary
change in realms ranging from health
and education to journalism and poli-
tics. In the UN's own work for develop-
ment, we have glimpsed only thé be-
ginnings of the benefits it can provide;
for victims of disaster, quicker, better
coordinated relief; for poor people in
remote areas, life-saving medical infor-
mation; and for people trapped under
repressive governments, access to un-
censored information, an outlet to air
their grievances and appeal for help.

There are also legitimate concerns
about the use of the Internet to incite
terrorism or help terrorists, disseminate
pornography, facilitate illegal activities
or glorify Nazism and other hateful ide-
ologies. But censoring cyberspace, com-
promising its technical underpinnings,
or submitting it to stringent governme-
ntal oversight, would mean turning our
backs on one of today's greatest instru-
ments of progress. To defend the Inter-
net is to defend freedom itseif.

To date, governance of matters relat-
ed to the use of the Internet, such as
spam and cyber-crime, is being dealt
with in a dispersed and fragmented
manner, while the Internet’s infrastruc-

“ture has been managed in an informal

but effective collaboration between var-
ious institutions, with private business-
es, civil society, and the academic and
technical communities taking the lead.
But developing countries find it difficult
to follow all these processes and feel left
out of Internet governance structures.
The US deserves our thanks for hav-
ing developed the Internet and making
it available to the world. For historical
reasons, the US has the ultimate au-
thority over some of its core resources
and many say this authority should be
shared with the international commu-
nity. The US, which has exercised its
oversight responsibilities fairly and ho-
nourably, itself recognises that other
governments have legitimate public
policy and sovereignty concerns, and
that efforts to make the governance
arrangements more international
should continue. The need for change is
not a reflection on the past or even the
present; rather, it is a reflection of the
future, when Internet growth will be
most dramatic in developing countries.
What we are seeing is the beginning

BONNY THOMAS

of a dialogue between two different cul-
tures: the non-governmental Internet
community, with its traditions of infor-
mal, bottom-up decision-making; and
the more formal, structured world of
governments and intergovernmental
organisations. The Internet has become
so important for almost every country’s
economy and administration that it
would be naive to expect governments
not to take an interest, especially since
public service applications in areas such
as education and health care will be-
come even more widespread.

HEY need to be able to get their In-
ternet policies “right”, and to coordi-
nate with each other and with the Inter-
net community. But governments alone
cannot set the rules. Governments must
learn to work with non-state stakehold-
ers. They, after all, are the ones that have
played critical roles in building and co-
ordinating the Intemnet; and they will
remain the driving force of further ex-
pansion and innovation.
At the previous summit, two years
ago in Geneva, discussions on Internet

governance reached a stalemate. So the
UN member states asked me to establish
a working group to examine the issue
further. This Working Group on Inter-
net Governance presented its findings
in a report that reflects the views of its
members, but not of the UN. It pro-
posed the creation of a “new space for
dialogue” a forum that would bring all
stakeholders together to share informa-
tion and best practices, and discuss diffi-
cult issues, but would not have deci-
sion-making power.

The working group also offered sever-
al options for future oversight arrange-
ments, with varying degrees of govern-
ment involvement and relationship to
the UN. None says the UN should take
over from the technical bodies now run-
ning the Internet; none proposes to cre-
ate anew UN agency; and some suggest
no UNrole at all. All say that the day-to-
day management of the Internet should
be left to technical institutions, not least
to shield it from the heat of day-to-day
politics. These, and other, suggestions
are now being considered by the UN
member states.

Everyone acknowledges the need for
more international participation in dis-
cussions of Internet governance issues.
The disagreement is over how to achieve
this. So let’s set aside fears of UN “de-
signs” on the Internet. Much as some
would like to open up another front of at-
tack on the UN, this dog of an argument
won't bark. The UN wants only to pro-
mote dialogue and consensus among all
stakeholders, and ultimately to see that
all people share in the Internet’s benefits.

Pre-Summit proceedings reaffirmed
the human right to “seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers”.
The digital divide needs to be bridged
we have to be ready to build an open,
inclusive information society that en-
riches and empowers all people; ready
to take this remarkable gift from the 20
th century fully into the 21st.

(The author is Secretary-General of
United Nations)
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Google
cash for
digital»;f"

~library -
U (v

San FKrancisco, Nov. 22
(Reuters): The US Library of
Congress has kicked off a
campaign today to work with
other nation’s libraries to
build a World Digital Library,
starting with a $3 million do-
nation from Google Inc.

Librarian of Congress Ja-
mes Billington said he is look-
ing to attract further private
funding to develop bilingual
projects, featuring millions of
unique objects, with libraries
in China, India, the Muslim
world and other nations.

This builds on major exist-
ing digital documentary proj-
ects by the Library of Con-
gress — one preserving an on-
line record of Americana and
another documenting ties be-
tween the US and Brazil,
France, the Netherlands, Rus-
sia and Spain.

“The World Digital Library
is an attempt to go beyond Eu-
rope and the Americas... into
cultures where the majority of
the world is,” Billington said.

As an example, Billington
said the Library of Congress
is in discussions with the nati-
onal library of Egypt to inclu-
de a collection of great Islamic
scientific works from the 10th
through the 16th century in
the World Digital Library.

“We are trying todo a docu-
mentary record of other great
cultures of the world. How
much we will be able to do will
depend on how many additio-
nal partners we attract.”

Over the past decade, the
American Memory Project of
the Library of Congress has
digitised more than 10 million
items to create a documentary
record of Americana.

These include manuscrip-
ts, maps, audiovisual recordi-
ngs, cartoons, caricatures, po-
sters, documentary photogra-
phs, music, and, to a lesser ext-
ent, historic books. The digital
library would have a similar
variety of multimedia objects.

A second project, called the
Global Gateway and introduc-
ed in 2000, involves collaborat-
ions with five national librari-
es in Europe and Brazil that
focus on documenting ties bet-

ween each of those countries

and US culture.

By contrast, the digital li-
brary will focus on creating
records of global cultures. The
Library of Congress will con-
tribute its own body of works
to a blended collection with
other countries. More than
half of the printed volumes in
the library are in languages
other than English.

“It will deal with the cul-
ture of those people rather
than with our contacts as
Americans with those cul-
tures,” Billington said.

Web search company
Google has agreed to work
with the Library of Congress
on developing standards for
indexing the digital collec-
tions and by providing com-
puter equipment.
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US Library of Congress

" kicked off a campaign on

Tuesday to work with other
nation’s librari€s to build a
‘World Digital Library, start-
ing with a $3 million dona-
tion from Google Inc.

Librarian of Congress
James Billington said he is
looking to attract further
private funding to develop
bilingual projects, featuring
millions of unique objects,
with libraries in China, In-
dia, the Muslim world and
other nations.

“The World Digital Li-
braryisan attempt to go be-

yond Europe apd the
Americas...into  cultures
where the majority of the
worldis,” Billington said.
Asanexample, Billington
said the Library of Congress
isin discussions with the na-
tional library of Egypt to in-
clude acollection of great Is-
lamic scientific works from
the 10th through the 16th

Century in the World Digi-

tal Library.

“We are tryingtodo a
documentary record of
other great cultures of the
world. How much we will
be able to do will depend
on how many additional
partners we attract,” he
said. —Reuters
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“Freedom lifeblood of digital revolution”

The Tunis summit of the Information Society has put the bigger users and
developed nations on alert that the Net is not anyone’s personal property.

Anand Parthasarathy

HE WORLD needs the Internet to

unleash the true potential of its

people, but the lifeblood of the dig-

ital revolution is freedom, says
United Nations Secretary General Kofi An-
nan — a gentle hint to nations who tout their
advanced Net infrastructure while denying
their own people full access on political or
other grounds.

“The United Nations does not want to
‘take over,” police or otherwise control the
Internet,” Mr. Annan added, putting the lid
on the controversy about who “owns” — and
who should control the Internet. His remark
that the U.S. “has exercised its oversight
responsibilities fairly and honourably” has
also ensured that the three-day summit on
the Information Society, which ended in the
Tunisian capital of Tunis on Friday, can
move on to tackle bigger challenges than the
nitty-gritty of who gets to allocate web
addresses.

Responding to a question from this corre-
spondent at the event’s main press confer-
ence, on what was the next step forward, Mr.
Annan clarified that with the Tunis summit,
the process begun in Geneva was over; there
would be no more summits. He agreed, how-
ever, that the UN. would closely monitor
progress on the 1212-point “Tunis Agenda”
that was hammered out only hours before
the summit began, “We tend to do things in
‘five year plans’ and I think it will be the
same this time — though we will not wait for
five years before we look at the road map,” he
added.

Talking to The Hindu, during a back-
ground session organised by the London-
based Panos agency, Paul Twomey, presi-
dent and CEO of the Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers — the
entity at the centre of the “ who owns In-
ternet” controversy — said the mechanism
for reform had been built into ICANN and it
would continue to be broad-based and global
in outlook. “We will never interfere in the
way any country administers its Top Level
Domain,” he said. TLD is the mechanism by
which a nation such as India for example,
operates its own corner of the world wide
web — with the “.in” web address. To address
concerns of developing nations, the summit
will see the creation of an Internet Govern-
ance Forum to ensure that all stakeholders
including governments, corporates, civil so-
ciety, and lay citizens have a say in how the
Internet is run. This is seen as a small step

for the people of the world, but a giant leap in
the mindset of those who hitherto ran the
Net in a unilateral fusion.

Tunis may not have changed too much on
the ground but it has put the bigger users
and developed nations on alert that the Net
is not anyone’s personal property.

Strong Indian impact

The summit saw Indian participants re-
ceive a good response from the global com-
munity. The telemedicine live link
established by the Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) was a big
draw: One half of a large TV screen showed a
patient seated in the Malabar Cancer Care
Centre in Kannur, Kerala. She was describ-
ing her symptoms. An inset video showed a
specialist at the Regional Cancer Centre in
Thiruvananthapuram talking to her. And
the other half of the screen was filled with a
blow-up of an x-ray image that was being
evaluated. The loudspeaker relayed audio
from both locations. C-DAC director N.
Krishnan told The Hindu thatthe Mercury
“affordable” health networking, arguably
the first full-video and sound backed system
harnessing the Net, had visitors mainly from
Africa, seeking details of availability and
cost. Also interesting, albeit for a more spe-
cialised audience, was the complete decision
support system for ayurveda practitioners,
“AyuSoft” that had its first ever airing in
Tunis. The product would become available
in India by March next year.

The India stall also saw ITC showcase its
award winning “e-chaupal” rural e-biz solu-
tion; NIIT draw many visitors with a glimpse
of its “Hole in the Wall” experiment to teach
computer usage to children, and Chennai-
based Midas Communication Technologies
join hands with n-Logue, another city based
player, to show how broadband base station
equipment could be used to fuel single PC
kiosks and telemedicine patient data collec-
tion systems. TCS, networking company Te-
jas, and the Telecom Consultants India Ltd
(TCIL) were also part of the Indian pavilion.

“Made in India” solutions such as an in-
tuitive gesture-based keyboard for Indian
and South Asian languages and a solution
that printed out text to accompany educa-
tional programmes on TV were showcased
by the Bangalore-based Hewlett Packard
Labs.

Dozens of Indian volunteer agencies also
participated in the summit’s IT exhibition —
giving a desi feel to many corners of the
exposition hall.

THE Hinpy

WHO OWNS THE NET? A giant screen shows U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan addressing the opening session of the World Summit on the
Information Society at Kram, near Tunis, on Wednesday. ~ PHOTO: AP



hey are five letters you have
probably never heard of:
Icann, acronym for the hith-
erto  obscure - Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names
and Numbers, a public-private, non-
profit organisation based in the
pleasant Los Angeles suburb of

Marina del Rey, and operating

under the very loose supervision of
the United States Department of
Commerce.

But that obscurity is about to end.
Since 1998 Icann has been the near-
est thing that exists to a governing
body for .the internet, regulating
domains and protocol numbers, and
allocating addresses. The debate
over its future now pits the USA
against most of the rest of the world,
and the increasingly bitter argument
is set to come to a head at a United
Nations conference in Tunis next
week.

The gathering — the World
Summit on the Information Society
— comes at an especially critical
moment. Originally, the focus was to
be on extending affordable internet
access to all. But Icann's existing
statute is just a few months from
expiry. Suddenly, the very control of
the internet is at stake.

The Bush administration has
made it clear that it plans to tumn
Icann into a private corporation, but
one remaining on US soil and sub-
ject to US law. Many other coun-
tries, however, most of them in the
developing and newly industrialised
world — but as of last month the
European Union as well — think
otherwise.

Uneasy that the world's lone
superpower effectively has its hands
on the levers of an entity on which
the entire global economy relies,
they want the governance of the
internet to be transferred to a body
under the aegis of the UN, in which
everyone would have a say.

Beyond argument, the internet
has been a colossal boon for human-
ity, an instantaneous, frontier-eradi-
cating network that the world now
takes for granted. It has revolu-
tionised communications. It has
made possible access to information
and thus the spread of knowledge
on a scale previously unimaginable.
It has undermined tyrannies.
Undeniably, it has brought big prob-
lems, too: among them an erosion of
individual privacy, cybercrime and
an explosion ‘of pornography. But
the benefits outweigh the draw-
backs, and most important of all, the
internet is here to stay. The question
is, how will it be run, and by whom?
America has no doubts on that

Who do you think is inycharge of the internet? America, of
course. But now the UN wants to muscle in. A very bad
idea, says RUPERT CORNWELL

Walk into my Web...

score.

The internet, after all, originated
on US soil as a Pentagon research
project dating back to the 1960s,
before it passed into civilian hands
and ultimately to Icann. The latter
has deftly supervised the breathtak-
ing expansion of the internet over
the past decade. ,

At least until very recently, the
hand — if any — of its host govern-
ment in Icann's workings has been
undetectable. "If it ain't broke, don't
fix it," is the mantra in Washington,
and it is hard to disagree. '

A UN solution, moreover, con-
tains further dangers, American
backers of the status quo argue. The
internet has been a tool for free
expression and democracy the world

. over. Ominously, among the coun-

tries pressing most strongly for a
more internationalised and govern-
mentalised structure are such bea-
cons of liberty as Ching, Iran and
Saudi Arabia, all of them concerned
to limit the flow of information to
their restless citizens.

Then there is the instinctive dis-
like of America's Republican estab-
lishment for the UN and all its
works. On the arch-conservative op-
ed pages of the Wall Street Journal
this week, Norm Coleman, the

THE 50 ATESMAN

Republican senator for Minnesota,
wrote of a possible "digital Munich”
in Tunis. "The internet faces a grave
threat," warned Coleman, who has
built his political career in
Washington on UN-bashing. "We
must defend it ... we cannot allow
the UN to control the internet.” He
went on to castigate the "shameful”
volte-face of the EU at the recent
planning meeting for the Tunis sum-
mit, as it backed a plan drawn up by
Brazil, China and others, leaving the
US all but isolated. It would be
"wantonly irresponsible” to allow
any expansion of the activities of the
"abysmally managed and sometimes
corrupt” UN, he thundered.

In good measure, of course,
America has only itself to blame for
its internet predicament. The Bush
administration has made unilateral-
ism its watchword, seemingly going
out of its way to snub most of the
rest of the world on issues from arms
control to Iraq and global warming,
Theoretically, Washington could do
the same with the internet, using
Icann to punish, say, France for
some .act of insubordination by
expunging the .fr domain name.

So crude an act of political retali-
ation is naturally unimaginable. But
Third World countries in particular

4+ vay 2005
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have specific grievances. Some are
merely irritating: why is it, they
argue, that a US-based firm can buy

a domain name like
www.southafrica.com, which ought
to belong automatically to the South
African government as the logical
first port of call for people seeking
information about that country?
Others' complaints are more funda-
mental. Icann does have non-
American directors, as well as four
offices outside the US. But critics
say that other countries are ulti-
mately denied a real say in its oper-
ations.

After all, a mere non-profit group
in southern California has little
power to deal with the most con-
tentious internet - issues: child

pornography, spam, cross-border

gambling, financial scams and the
like. But Icann's defenders retort
that these are matters for individual
governments to resolve within their

own borders, not for an overarching -

world authority — which, in any
case, does not exist.

Alas, however, the US under-
mined its own case by getting
involvedin the proposed creation of
a new .xxx domain for pornographic
sites. Qutraged foes of the plan, led
by the influential conservative pro-

- Battle for the Web

family lobby in America, bombard-
ed the Department of Commerce
with protests, and the department
sent a letter to Icann, urging that the
idea be reconsidered. Probably it

. was going nowhere in any case; even

pornography groups objected to it.
But the damage was done. The
episode was seeming proaf of what
critics have long maintained, that
when push came to shove, America
dictated how the internet is man-
aged.

But the European Union has
blundered, too, with jts endorse-
ment in September of more govern-
mental control. Its proposal, for an
international umbrella organisation
that would draw up guidelines for
domains and routing numbers, was
intended as a compromise. Instead,
it played into the-hands of China,
Tran, and others.

Last week, Kofi Annan stepped

. into the row in person, denying that

the Tunis gathering was a dark plot
by the world body to gain control.
The aim, the UN'Secretary- General
declared in an article Mn the
Washington, Post, was merely to
"ensure the internet's global geach”.

However, the latter had now

become so important to every coun-
try that "it would be naive to expect
governments not to take an inter-
est". His op-ed piece in the
Washington Post was intended as an
olive branch; instead, it merely
fanned the fears of Coleman and
America's other UN-phobes.
. The worst-case scenario is that
the Information Society Summit
ends in disagreement, with the USA
alone against the rest. This would
create the prospect of separate
countries or regions going their own
ways, setting up parallel systems and
generating only fragmentation,
duplication and chaos:

Surely common sense will prevent .
such an outcome. But it is equally
obvious that things cannot go on as
they are. Some decision on Icann's

- own future must be taken as soon as
next year.

Either some fig-leaf of interna-
tional supervision must be devised,
or the entire problem will have to be
kicked into the long grass — per-
haps by the creation of some new
bureaucratic forum that would
spend years examining sthe issue
while today's arrangements quietly
continued. Once upon a time,
"benign neglect” was a lousy way for
the USA to run the dollar. But for
the internet that approach has
worked just fine. :

— The Independent.
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Intemet governance
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early two years after the World Summlt on\the
Information Society (WSIS) took up the questipn
in Geneva, the international community is yet fo
arrive at a consensus on creating a framework to
anage the Internet. All countries today recognise the fun-
amental and growing role of the Internet as a facilitator of
governance, commerce, and communication. Many nations
want a multilateral model of management for the Internet
i and also see a role for themselves in it. Their demand has
grown stronger since the Geneva summit, much to the
disappointment of the United States, which is attempting to
retain its historical control of ICANN (Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers), the apparatus that con-
trols the assigning of addresses and names to domains such
as “.org” and “.com”. Though it may be slow in coming,
change appears to be inevitable. The European Union has
now broken ranks with the U.S. to support the view that an
alternative administrative structure is needed. U.S. opposi-
tion to a global cooperative model for Internet governance is
on weak ground since it rests mainly on its apprehension
that the “root servers” at the core of the Net, which make it
possible to operate the domain name system, may be ren-
dered insecure. America has also discounted suggestions for
the handing over of this essentially non-profit and technical
function to an appropriate agency under the United Nations.
Such opposition is unlikely to convince China, India, Brazil
and resource-poor countries that will press for a wider,
development-oriented role for the Internet at the Novem-
ber meeting of the WSIS in Tunis.

The widely publicised debate on control of the Internet
has unfortunately overshadowed discussions on several key
challenges that countries must overcome to bridge the dig-
ital divide. The Working Group on Internet Governance
(WGIG) set up in Geneva has identified critical areas for
action: reduction of Internet access costs for countries lo-
cated away from international network backbones; standar-
dised protocols for stability and security of the Net;
recognition of the right to freedom of expression; data pro-
tection and privacy; consumer rights; and encouragement of
multilingualism. The World Summit has also acknowledged
that many countries need help to build the capacities neces-
sary to use the Internet for improved delivery of healthcare,
education, and citizen services. Any effort to overcome such
severe constraints requires active assistance from a multi-
lateral body equipped with the requisite resources. The
WSIS agenda for the Tunis summit rightly emphasises such
concerns. National governments must heed its call to all
stakeholders — the administration, the private sector and
civil society — to share ideas, technological solutions and
resources towards this unified vision of progress. The least
that they should hope to achieve at Tunis is the creation of a
permanent global forum that will aid countries in the use of
Internet and information technologies for developmenV /
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. Cabinet okay

o

Statewnan News Sarvice

NEW DELHI, QOct. 20.-
The Cabinet today appro-
ved a slew of proposals,
including modification in
raising of sectoral cap for
FDI in telecom sector and
a roview of the uplinking
policy for news and cur-
rent affairs TV channels.

“A total of 17 proposals
were cleared by the Cabi-
net,” the 1&B minister, Mr
Jaipal Reddy, said at the
end of the meeting chaired
by the Prime Minister.

The Cabinet had on 2
February approved raising
the FDI cap in telecom
from 49 per cent to 74 per
cent. Today, the Cabinet
approved certain modifi-
cativas and relaxation to
ey dadiae public scetor
Dauks and fadian yui)ii(:
sector financial institu-
tions to be treated as
“Indian™ holdings.

In another major deci-
sion, the Cabinet appro-
ved the uplinking and
downlinking guidelines,
which were finalised by the
Group of Ministers.

News channels earlier
required event-based per-

o AV
*«17 proposals™

The applicant company
must operationalise the
channel within one year of
the date the permission is
granted.

TV channels and tele-
ports would be permitted
to uplink in Ku Band thro-
ugh Indian satellites only,
subject to itbeing not
being used to run or oper-
ate DTH service without
proper licence.

The ceiling on foreign
equity holding for the news
and current affairs chan-
nels remains to be 26 per
cent of the paid-up equity
of the applicant company.
However, the entity mak-
ing portfolio investment in
the form of FII or NRI
deposits shall not be “pcr-
sons acting in concert”
with FDI iavestors as
defined by the SEBLL

Whie caiculaiiig e
foreign equity, the foreign
holding component, if any,
in the equity of the Indian
shareholders would be
duly reckoned on a pro-
rata basis, so as to arrive at
the total foreign holding in
the applicant company.

Among the other pro-
posals cleared is for the
renaming of Varanasi air-

2~

missions. Now, only a per-  port after late Prime
mission with a pre-desig- Minister Lal Bahadur
nated teleport needs to be  Shastri. This is part of the
sought, Mr Reddy said. centenary celebrations. /
o - —- /
) 0 ,L‘
T~ A



"Popnppuod [edaudg  ~Houiw oy jy,,, ‘1erelnn Ul S)OU 93 4q £10
«A19100s Ayjjeay e pasopisuoo oq lou 1308 3y} 0} Juop safewep oY) Suiopun ur
-UBd 31 U3y} ‘DIndasul s1 A19100s AUe Ul 591} 9[0I SANONIISUOD B Aeld pnoo ‘o5 oy ‘st

o y

"Auowrey [eunwwos pue sonsn{ feros
Uo paseq sonfea djowosd pmom yomm
ewsump sendod ur  joopno ysaxy e preiay
AOU,, pnom JusWIA0g VI oyl ey
adoy passasdxs osje [eSouag « K391008
ueIpu] Jo Areued SISUIW [20D 21 palapis
-U0d 9q AJIse ued 1| "BWAUID AU} UI SAPN]
-111e 9y JO IdjowWoleq JUD|[P0X0 Ue soIN)
-NsU0d ewauw tendod ur sanuouiw oy
Jo 3uiSeury,, :pres [eJousg ‘f1o190s ueIpuy
oY) Aq paoey saBus[ieyd oYl 1UOLUOD
0} sroyewwy Judin L1908 uelpuy oy
J0 205Ips sunus ay) pue Arjod ay) opiaip
Alsnoxaduep o) poudieory) pey . 9®Ig
24} Jo uonde-uou ay3 4q popre,, jerelno
ur sjou ooy oY) pres ‘Anunoo oy
Ul BWIBU JO  2ABM MAU,, 3Y) JO s1oouord
a2y Suowe sem oym ‘IOYEWITULy Y[, *, LSt
-JeuoneU yum Ajun Ienoas sAlsnpur, ue
porenbs ymm dvquiog pue vziy ‘Uvsoy
Y] SWy [NJssa0NS 03 SLI 0ALT OS[E PO
-lad swes ayy ‘pres eSouog ‘I2A0MOK
‘pres ‘As19A0NU09 ® Jo pury 1o
-Joue dn poyory. asog erpuey) yseyqng
fejoN uo wyy jsore] asoym ‘Te3auag
«4DpPH  ‘wpy  1ayioue ur  poidop

Pastuoapyes,

Alopnio a1owr uaas si wstogulf 2AIss0Xg
opiog Wy NY S,enn( Jf ul SIy) 295 ued
nox,, ,"AJUNWWos npuly oy} jo aazasaid
SAISIOXO UB JpBW pUB UMOD Pomolieu
A[QeISpISUOD sem ‘wWsLIRMOOS uoneoyjdun
4Aq pue ‘wsieuoney,, :pres JoyaIp 3o
-o1d umouwy-from oy «ewaur) rejndog
UeIpu] pue wsLendss,, uo Junjeads
"KJIsIoATU )
WISNA YIeSly 18 2Inoo [eHOWSy
Po4S 1S [enuue o) Sunoanop oqym
pres oy  ‘snowuouds speur axe sunsnpy
pue ueisiyeq oroym oouagisuenjul
ue pafeidsip pouad. jeyy Sunnp opew
Swly IPUlH ay3 Jo swos “potrad jeyy u
apew ewaulo Ipury tendod ur pejospjer
Aldreys sem spe61 91e[ Sunnp Aod a3 jo
uonesiuolyyes,, "Aepoy 219y pres [edouog
wedys Joyeww|y jusurua ‘Burns adurs
€ UO swIsnjy pue ueismyed Juik) £q uon
-doonoostw e Sursurendod ‘aundar YN

a1} Suump epusfe uoyyes oy) paloapal
poomiflog — ¢ 190 ‘HYVOITY

VaN.

g

THi



Q@ We =
"penTwIpe Y3ULS juemueid (I-ad)
0d ..‘POYISUI [9AOU B Sem ],
"3I9YMISTO [9ARI] 0] W] YSNOUD

pey pue snoips} st sseooad

ay) mauy siaddeupiy 9y, ‘o1e[
00} PAlJIIUSPT SeM JOAISS Y],

"pres eyulS usluey Yystysy (rey

-19) 49 . "e¥ex[0Y UT paseq 1o

-AJ9S B U3noay) sotjrure] sogeisoy

8} UM pajjeyd L9y, ‘UO0TI0au
-U00 BlRY[OY] B SEM OS[E 9191,

Jeyrg woaj pres

ueyy] ‘H'N dS Jorues  ‘euled

ur yseyeld wald Je3euelll sa[es

pue Jequerys Jo3euel psaly Aoy}
‘Kouow oyl SUITMBIPUIIM 18]V,

'SJUNoooe S98e)soy 9y} ojur

pred aq 01 WoSURI 81} 10] PoXse

WLV DU pr

A8y ‘eyo a3 Suran( 931s 1eyd
B U0 91ep & 3ur)jss ‘seiftuie] ay)
0] S]TeUI JUas U} pue S(IJ [Tewt
-9 S9ATIBAI I181]]} 0] sa3e)soy

od N

sy paxse pey saaddeupry
9Y,[, "UI001 3BYD 33} OJUT SSI[TWE]
9y} 188 03 sem daels 3sa1j oy,
‘peqeIspAH pue requiniy ‘a1ores
-ued Ul SNLV WOIJ UMBIPYHNM Ao
-UoW 9y} pue ‘umolowioy Jayj ut
pa1sodep wiosued oy ‘gl Isndny
uo eujed woJj paddeupry] usaq
pey yseyead weid pue Jejueys
ysayey seroyjo Auedwo))
|soueInsu] Zuel(y lefed -a1oym
-AUe A3UO0U 31} 0} SS8J08 W)
9Ae3 NId 9} pue spJaed ay,,
*SIUN0JdE 989} ojut Aed
0] WAy} pajonJIsul pue wood Jeyd
B OJUT SII[TWEY SWIIOIA Y] PallA
-Ur usy} 49Y,[, ‘NI dU3 J10J payse
pue spaed WLV .Se3e1soy ayi

Lile

'@ u w :

payojeus Ardwis pey A8y, ‘satoyl
JoU ‘SIUNO029E Ss83e1S0Y I}
ojut pred sem A3UoOW aY,[, ‘padeal
dureq Jo 1s3uep Aue pade] J8Asu
A3} ‘ALLV 9Y} U0 WOSURBI JI91])
MBIP ATIU08 STRIOIJJO 3oUBRINSUT

om} Jo ssaddeupry] a3 usym
'S9WILIO L] UO UmOp
}OR.ID 03 INO }9S SBY YoTyMm ‘93
-ua) 8y} 03 JY3noy} J0J pooj au10s
9A18 pnoys rpueaado snpoul
1S81e[ J19Y [, AAABS-I9QAD aJ0WL
ud3q Jaasu sAey saaddeupiy
— ALV 943 uo juswiied ‘uiood
1eyo sy} ut S IVHA INOSNVY

\ LA 0€ Isnbny ‘eyexjoy
T sed INHVY

"
——

1200 Py wosumy




,/REDDY MULLS MEDIA REGULATORY BODY

~Central notice
"to 14 channels

(\*/r
snsa P VY

NEW DELHI, Aug. 8. —
Sharing MPs’ concern over
the “gory contents” appear-
ing in TV channels, the
Centre said it had served
notices to 14 channels and
temporarily suspended up-
linking facility of a broad-
caster to check the trend.

1&B minister Mr Jaipal
Reddy today indicated the
possibility of a media reg-
ulatory authority on the
lines of the Press Council
of India but “with some
teeth”.

Replying to a Calling
Attention motion in the
Rajya Sabha, led by
Congress member, Mr
Anand Sharma, the minis-
ter said the authority must
be credible and seen to be
judicious, with either a sit-
ting judge or retired jus-
tice from the Supreme
Court heading it.
“Members in both Houses
across the spectrum have

-

expressed the need for a
regulatory authority,” the
minister added.

Mr Reddy did not name
the channels which had
been served notice but said
it had been made clear to
them that they must strictly
abide by programme and
advertising code guide-
lines. He said in another
case “an offending news
and current affairs chan-
nel” was asked to telecast a
warning issued to it by the
1&B ministry for a period
of three days.

Members cutting across
party lines expressed con-
cern at the adverse effect of
TV programmes and media
content on the state of
mind of children and ado-
lescents in the country.
While self regulation was
the best, there had to be
some form of check on the
media, particularly elec-
tronic, which broadcast
programmes that had a
detrimental effect on im-
pressionable young minds.

THE STATESMAN

“Media is a very sensitive
subject with two competing
priorities,” Mr Reddy
responded. “On one side is
the inalienable freedom of
media. There is concern on
the other hand, of the salu-
tary impact on  so-
ciety.”The issue, he added.
was a universal one and a
“classic dilemma”.

Mr Reddy referred to
the exploding technology,
which made it possible to
bring detailed and gory
pictures to the public.
However, the same tech-
nology can tapped to
invent new methods to
install filters. In India,
such filters had not been
fully developed.

Maintaining that cen-
sorship could only work up
to a point, the minister
said at the end of the day,
parents could not escape
responsibility. In this he
refleccted the sentiment of
the House, as members

spok e of various mean
bloclc such prograrux?n{:./ﬁf
~ 7



"Pres [eLJ0 320]g YInoS 343, 9[q
-1ssodur ‘[eULIOU JO ALISUIS ‘uolew
-IOp Aue JO 331 99BW O} Pa3u a)ul
-Jop e st 21913 Inq ‘0ojueIens [B310U ST
215y [, “Jolew Suryiou aq 03 punoj pue
Appoinb paajos seam jey) ySnoys ‘[om
se TV o Yaim auo 9sed ot ui sasdey
IoUIW WOS Ud3q 2ARY AL,

*Aq pa1293101d ARUSLIND 21E SWA)SAS
J00[d YINOS 18YM JO peaye Jef passad
-01d pey 12U} MOU Ja3Tew ) ul AS0
~JOUD21 SEM 313U} Pes s30Inos day,

: *S3ALIP pIey 112y}
UO UIRWaI 0} PIMO[B J2AdU SI BIRp
Teuonerado—{aas] urenrad e oy dn pue
3010] 9Y} UTy3im A[I0LNS SISeq MOy
0} pa2U,, p2UCHOUES B UO PAIRYS pue
$I201JJ0 PasLIOYINE 03 A[UO UMOUY dI8
$9p0o 3say L, ‘porrad pajeindns e 101y
SOPOD §53008 21BI2UAT Jey] suiyILIoSE
uondAIous YIrm padcioJural 2Ie $3010,]

Jead|-d ojul 3goad siapi

pauwry 921y} a3 yo swooy sdO
313 U 25011 Y] S[EUILIS) paYIomIdu
pasiedads ‘I2A3MO} IS0 ATA 33
1 19UISIUL 3} O} SSIDOE YIIM STWII)SAS

QUO[e-pUEIS 218 YO0[d YINOS 18 sfeuiur

-131 191dwoo  AJHNI9s-MO],, ISON -
- dn-ypayd yeay,, vioydnag
OS[E PINOJSJAIYD $3010,] PAULTY 331Y)
oy} 4q pasn speuruiza) o) ‘ueyd durea
-21 S ATISIUTIA] 99U9J3(J 9Y) I9pu[)
*eiep A10jeWIWIR[JUl-UOU UdAS pIend
-aJes 01 swalshs uondAua 1915q
U2Ad pue W2ISAS Sullojuow jusaw
-2A0UI UOIBWIOUL,, JUa5ur1ls a10uW
© pasu jsnl pynom asdef sy jey) sseiq
doj JeaeN 213 O3 patesrunuiuod Apeal
-fe 2Ae1] 0) POO}SIAPUN SI ‘[RINUPY
Ieay ® Aq papeey ‘Annbur jo preoq
ays ySnoys ‘pazedusaaur Jureq [Ins
sem passaooe Apuaredde uoneuniopul
a1 pres s921n0g “pres uosiadsasyods

oyl ‘SIuamSAOW duLrewigns 1o suerd
193]3 [euone1ado 03 suteirad passaooe
Apuaredde uoneuLIof 3 Jo SUQ,,
‘sotuedwos 10 senpia
-IpUI P23S2IA3UL A[[RI2ISWTOD YOBII
01 a1npaoo1d uonisinboe st Jo 8193
-owrered 9y} noqe elep Arojewrwie)y
-UI-uou pamo[|e aAey Aew s30adsns It
oty ‘asde] sy 91ednsaaut 01 Aninbur
JO pIeoq e pa1aplo sey OH [eABN
JuswuIdA0g a3 o3 yuawdinba Fur
-[1os wt patsaraut sared o3 uo passed
U32q 9ARY ABUI ‘[jE JE JT ‘pUR JOUILI SeM
asdey oy pres ArepN] a1} ‘son) TueISIEd
3im sdnoi3 0} paxes] usaq saey Aeul
uorewsoyuy yey suodai Sutsstusiy
"2INJBU SALISUIS A[RUOT)
-e10do ue JO Sem passodde UOIjell
~-IOJUI 341 1Y) SH0daI payunqap AAeN
o) ‘suraysAs 1ainduwiod siv)enbpesyy
S1[ JO U0 Ul YoraIq AJIINda8\ B U23q

pel 2191} Jey) paniwpe i ySnoyy
* Jonaq s1apndwoo poorg yinog Furmd
-3$ SpPIEMO] Spuny (JOJA WOos 10211p,,
PINOM PUB YIUOW ST} ISI[183 WOOY
suoneredQ AaeN ay) je asde] £1md
-35 213 JO . M3IA SNOLISS AT2A € UdYeR),,
pey ung Ieaus A1e1a1nag aoudj
-a(1 mau 24} ey} Aepo) ssaudig uvipuy
a1 ] P10} s901n0s yoo[g yinos daf,
"SWIRISAS

Aumoas pue uondAroua paperddn uone

-19ua8 Mau (3 s1andwiod s [l 2Imdos
0} as1o10x%9 pauodisod-Suo] e 0AlA21 03
PapI>ap sey ANSIULA] 9ouaja(] ay) ‘ofe
sy9am om) sraindwod

Krmoas-yBry sit Jo duo

JoYoRaIq AIINDOS B O

SuLmbur £xeN 213

L 11SNONV THIIA M3N
x < HOOUV ATHS

0 fAeN

s19Induwiod 21nd3s 0} 9SIDI3X3 O\thuu 03 30U3jJa(J g ¢ LO_.&E jou, yoeaxqg ¢ ALIINIIS

i

~—




‘Aouode smau

[ed0] © 03 sjusurajels oeredas

ur yoere oY) J0j Aiiqisuodsar

9y} poeuIe[®  9ABY  ‘UIIP

-Tyefnjy [n-Jelurer pue UeLIOOS
-UBA [V ‘SIYINO0 JUBIIW OM,

‘SJuUBM[IW 9y N0

Furysny 107 ur 3ysnoiq ussq pey

sopuewtwoy [eRads -guiwiout

{3 pepuadsns aq p[nod uopne
-Jodo oy} 1BY} pPIEs SIINOS

‘3PBIL U33q

pey 301od 3 % [ Jo (DOS) dnoin

uonerad( fewdads pue JSg jo

juawLo{dap AaedYy pue Jjo poess
U3aq pey eale aInuUe oYJ

‘paanfur

SI9YJO OM) PuB DPIJ[IY Udaq pey
uemel Jsg auo jeyl pres ay

« QIYSSOID 9y Ut

1y8ned jJou aie A9y} JeY} INSUI

0] SUBI{IAID 8Y} PI1ENIBAI 3ARY

Yoe)je JegeurIq ul

9M,, SIUBM[IW 34y} UO Ul 3O
03 BUIAI] a19Mm SIIX0] AJLINDSS O3
18y} pue JJO p3[ess ussq pey ed
-1 9y} Jely) pIes UeseAluLlS 'y (&
-Iauan jo3sadsuy Aindsg 489

JJO pareas eaxy

“JYSTu 9y Ul a3e] {13 pan
-unuod yey; Qysyung e ul $20.10§
Aymodes pefedus pue sjulpyng
Agqieaut Ul I93[aYs }00} ‘raquInu
Ul oM} 9q 03 PaAdl[eq ‘SjUBIIW
syl ‘suonerado astarad
-TS 0] BOIE Y} 03 PAYSNI ‘TWOOP
- paAef (dUOZ Irwrygsey])
901{0d JO [e1suan Jojoadsu] Bul
-pupout ‘speraygyo ad1jod Iotuag
‘adedsa SOOI € PRY JUSS
-a1d oste adam oYM ‘ npUIY SYL
jo s1ajyels ‘usmopqe
sty ul selmfur je|ng pautelsns
9y Jayye eatdsoy 0] paiTlpe sem

powyy Jejjeznjy UBWEIIWED
AL eleqeg ‘Teyrdsoy o3 payjys
919/ pUE saLIN{ul paurelsns (A
-ysey ayqns) utessnyj Jury pue
(IrwIysey 997) pawyy SNopiig

Jolsop
YIno, .

S
aamnog”
Jop~Uleg

eiemyoRg:
uong Teuyn. Jemeunpy

“ WAMON) (€] Ut HIRH VRN |

o

po

‘(fre ] fedeunis) piysey [rueznjy
‘(AL ®ipu]) psulyy J00Zuepy
‘(INV) powyy JTwey pue pauryy
zelq ‘Jusproul ayj 19400 0} JUIS
9y} uo poalue suosiaderpow
se papo[dxs apeuaid 1ayjouy
"PALId URIIAPD
e ‘Baf Aw 3SOf aaey ] 'OUI dAES
aseald,, "painfur atom ueuwisood
B pUR SUBIIAID SAL] "SSA[OSUIaY)
JABS 0] 13]]3¥S-19)[oY ues ajdoad
QIgung jo punos Iy} Yilm paje
-19qdaAal axued A0 Y] Sy

pajsod ‘ppuuosiad (JSd) 9d109
AUndeg  Iaplog pue  adiog
“Buny eyeuruniIosIpur yim dn 3t
pamorio] A3 1, "a41 YSned yorym
QPIyea sorod B uo opeusid
B POl SJURIIIW Y3 OF1 yiim
Supsng sem eale ymoy) yeys
-png a3 uaym "urd ¢ punory
poajany Sapeua.s)

‘s3strewanof
uaa9ds Suipnjoul ‘s19Yy30 1 paan{
-ut pue uosied suo payy sjueY
-fux ‘Aepiig uo A310 9y3 Jo ideay

A1y uny)
S} Ul XOBNR UE UT HVIVNRYS
‘parerje} —_—
-91 ‘sIoquInu 98.1e[ Ul BaJe 3} uI Lreyyng jeelnyg
WX
\© L 3Y1I3S Ay} Joj Ajjiqisuodsal

5 wieja suoijesiuebI0 Juejiw OM]

Infur sysieuwnopf




_€R IRANI PASSES AWAY

END OF AN ERA

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, July 23. -— Cushrow
Russy Irani, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of The
Statesman Ltd. and FEditor-in-
Chief of this newspaper, died
today. He was 74.

Mr Irani had becen moved to
the Rabindranath  Tagore
International Institute for
Cardiac Sciences on 5 July fol-
lowing  indisposition. He
remained in the ICCU for 18
days, fighting an uphill battle
for his life. The end came at
4.15 p.m. with his family
around him.

Over a span of 37 vears, Mr
Irani, who had joined The

Statesman  as  Managing
Director in 1968, fought

fiercely to cnsurc that this

newspaper remained indepen-

dent and immune to external
influences. In 1991, he took
over as Editor-in-Chief. In
2003, he stepped down from
the post of Managing Director
but agreed to head the board of
directors as Chairman.

Mr Irani was at the helm of
affairs in The Statesman dur-
ing tumultuous times. He is
pest remembered for his role
during  the Emergency,
imposed by Mrs Indira
Gandhi, when this newspaper
was happy to be part of a
miniscule minority that resist-
ed assaults on the treedom of
the Press. A decade later, he
was in the vanguard of the
movement o resist  Rajiv
seetdhi’s infamous
Defamation Bill,

In nearly four decades in
journalism, there were few
positions of distinction that
Mr Irani did not occupy. He
was  chairman of  the
International Press Institute in
1980-81 and in 1990-91, and
the first Indian to hold this
position. He was twice chair-
man of the Press Trust of
India, and at the time of his
death had been a member of
its board for two decades. He
was vice-president of the
World Press Freedom

. .

Commiitee, 3 menihey of i
advisory  board of the
Internaitonal  Center  for

Journalists, and a member of
the Governing Board of the
Advertising Standards Courncil
of India.

Earlier, hc had served as
president of the Indian
Newspaper Socicty, chairman
of the Audit Burcau of
Circulation, member of
Unesco’s advisory group on
Press freedom and as member
Elect the win-

prestigious
World

1930~2005

Press Freedom Prize from

- 1997 10 2000.

Mr Irani was also a member
of the National Commission to
Review the Working of the
Constitution of India.

In 1977, and to recognise
The Statesman’s and his role
in resisting the Emcreency
imposed by Mrs Indira
Gandhi, Mr Trani was given
the  Frcedom  Award by
Freedoim House, New York,
and the Astor award of the

Commonwealth Press Union
for “distinguished service in
the cause of press freedom”.
In 1983, he was made a
Knight Commander of the
Order of Isabella Catholica by
the King of Spain for “highest
loyalty to democracy”.

Mr Irani wrote several books,
including Bengal — the
Communist challenge; Pax
Americana - the war that lost
Iraq its freedom;, Ayodhya —
Demolishing a Dream and In

Pursuit of Freedom. Four com-
pilations of his - widely-read
column, Caveat, have also been
published.

Born on 29 October 1930,
Mr Irani spent his early years
in Mumbuai, and studied in that
city’s St Xavier’s College and
Government Law College. But
for nearly five-and-a-half
decades, he was a Kolkatan,
both fiercely proud of and
intensely possessive about the
city he chose to call home.

Mr Irani is survived by his
wife, Threety, three daughters

[N

and six grandchildren/
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Where ringtones

HLLUSTRATION: SANTANU

serve as kaller codes

RAHUL Karmakar
Guwabhati, July 19

IF BHEEGE honth tere... doesn’t,
make you die for Mallika Sher-
awat’s body, its ringtone avatar
very well can — though under al-
together different circumstances.
Banned underground outfits in
the Northeast have discovered
mobile ringtones based on popu-
lar Bollywood — a few local ones

too—numbers as an effective com-

munication tool. Subversive mes-
sages are conveyed through these
ringtones and tasks are accom-

plished without tapping and jam-

ming specialists getting any wind.

The modus operandi, police
say, is simple: Field operatives of
militant outfits are SMS-ed a cer-
tain ringtone for a specific opera-
tion. The receiver downloads the
ringtone in his or her handset
and plays it to know when, where
and how to strike.

For instance, the Dum maro
dum ringtone could be the go-
ahead for a few strategic blasts
while Babuji dheere chalna could
mean, “lie low”. A mix of such
old and new Bollywood hit songs
was found in the handset of an

Ulfa explosives specialist named
Utpal Das, who died here in an
encounter last month. “There
were at least a dozen downloaded
ringtones, each possibly convey-
ing a message. But it’s difficult to
say which was the code for which
specific assignment,” a senior po-
lice official said.

The handset found on Das had
led the cops to Sangeeta Medhi,
sales agent for a private mobile
service provider, who had issued
six other SIM cards against ficti-
tious names — all believed to be
Ulfa operatives. A few ringtones
were SMS-ed to Das’ handset from
a couple of these six mobiles.

The police believe the militants
have switched to ringtone signals
since conversations on cell
phones can be recorded. “SMS-
ing a ringtone can seem to be an
innocuous thing and is absolutely
risk-free,” the official said.

Notably, Ulfa had earlier de-
vised a clever way of communi-
cating with its cadres. They
would relay a series of Assamese
folk stories entitled Burhi Aair
Khadhu (old 1ady’s tales) via ra-
dio transmitters, and cadres
would get the message.

THE AIDUS /v 00Ty
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CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai, July 17: Mumbai
police today questioned Sal-

man Khan and recorded his’

voice three days after the pur-
ported phone conversation be-
tween him and Aishwarya Rai
was reported in the media.

The police are likely to
summon Rai, too, for ques-
tioning and collect her voice
sample.

Transcripts and audio cl-
ips of the conversation — app-
arently tapped by the police
and reported by the media —
show a man addressed as “Sal-
man Khan” abusing and thre-
atening a woman he refers to
as ‘“Ash”.

To shield Salman from the
media, which has been camp-
ing at the Crawford Market po-
lice headquarters, the police
summoned him to the crime
intelligence unit of the crime
branch at Andheri today.

Officers refused to give any
details of the three-hour grill-
ing, but Khan’s lawyer Dipesh
Mehta said: “Salman comple-
tely cooperated with the police
during the interrogation and
gave his voice sample.”

The sample will be mat-

Salman takes
- voice test,,

ched with the tapes played on
television. The police have two
days to tell deputy chief minis-
ter R.R. Patil, who holds the
home portfolio, if the tape is
genuine. Patil islikely to make
a statement in the Assembly
on July 20.

Police sources revealed
that the crime branch has
tapes of Salman’s conversa-
tions with various female ac-
tors, but none of any between
him and the underworid dons
mentioned in the controver-
sial tape.

The man in the tape says
he works as pointsman for
Dawood Ibrahim and knows
Chhota Shakeel, Chhota Ra-
jan, Guru Satam and Abu
Salem.

He claims he “had full in-
formation about every one of
the bomb blasts”, which some
have linked to the March 12,
1993, serial explosions.

The sources, however, re-
fused to confirm if the tapping
had been illegal.

Under the law, a proposal to
tap a mobile or landline phone
must come from a deputy com-
missioner and be cleared by
the joint commissioner, the po-
lice commissioner and the
home department.
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First §
the
tapesy
nowax"
picture

RAJNISH Sharma
New Delhi, July 15

¥

FREEZE FRAME: Salman Khan with Noora, Dawood
Ibrahim’s younger brother, at a party in Dubai in 2002.

INTELLIGENCE AGEN-
CIES do not think Salman
Khan is bragging about his
underworld connections.
They believe him. And
wonder why the Mumbai
police did nothing about
the many alerts sent to
them about this.

One intelligence agency
advised Mumbai police in
2002 to place Salman on their
watch-list. The immediate
provocation was the actor's
presence at a party hosted by
Dawood Ibrahim in Dubai.

On the tapes of his con-
versation with Aishwarya
Rai — first revealed by HT
— Salman says he knows
Dawood, Chhota Shakeel
and Chhota Rajan.

In one conversation he
tells Aishwarya, "Under-
world people call me up. I
am their main man in Bom-
bay." Then, he says: "I know
Abu Salem, Chhota Sha-

.. «keel, Dawood -and  Chhota
Rajan.” Then the big brag:
"Do you know the under-
world is controlled by me?"

That’s a boast. Intelli-
gence agencies believe the
underworld controls him.

Going back to that Dubai
bash, there are pictures of
the actor with with Noora,
Dawood's younger brother
who reportedly controls
the D-Company's narcotics,
film financing and con-
struction operations. Da-
wood was of course pres-
ent at this party, and so was
Chhota Shakeel.

It could not be confirmed
whether the picture ob-
tained by HT (and repro-
duced above) was sent to
Mumbai police. But they
were told that Salman did
not only put in an appear-
ance at the party but en-
joyed Dawood's hospitality
through his Dubai stay.

More on Page 4

resents

A protester pulls down a
poster of a Salman Khan
movie in the city on Friday.

PHOTO: SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY
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By Manu Joseph\TNN pﬁq’ﬁ

Mumbai: When it comes to pornography,
men are socialists. They believe in its free
and benevolent distribution. This senti-
ment, today, is best favored by multimedia
messaging service (MMS) which transfers
photographs or video images from cell
phones to other cell phones or from com-
puter terminals to cell phones.

The video of Mallika Sherawat’s al-
leged look-alike having sex with a white man has
spread so fast and so famously that cell phones are
emerging as the future of slander.

Just a few months ago, the clip of a schoolgirl being
nice to her boyfriend, shot by a phone camera, found
its way to auction site baazee.com. Photographs of
unsuspecting girls bathing or in various stages of nu-
dity are regularly passed on from phone to phone as
fast as chain mails.

“ MMS porn sexes up cell cos’ figures

\) \/\

“Such images are takel for fun or to get
back at a girl who probably rejected the
boy. It’s a cause of concern,” says addi-
tional commissioner of police Hemant Na-
grale. “Any person who sends an obscene
MMS can be arrested under Section 292.
The origin of the MMS too can be sourced
from the logs of the service provider.”

The only gainers of MMS porn are
grateful boys and mobile phone service
providers. Today in India, MMS messages
are believed to be less than 1% of the total number of
text messages sent. But on days when a porn clip, ei-
ther of an innocent girl or a willing actress, is the
rage, the traffic increases dramatically. With most
service providers charging Rs 3 to Rs 5 per MMS
transfer, the money is not insignificant. The
success of text messaging is a pointer to the prospects
of MMS.

» Are service providers planting porn messages? Page 12
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J stations to begin in 90 cities

"News &
NGOs to

Stay outw
LotFMy

\ 1Y OURSPECIAL \’

CORRESPONDENT \L\

New Delhi, July 13: The Cen-
tre today liberalised norms for
investment by private FM
radio that will now span the
length and breadth of the
country with an estimated 336

and towns.

Foreign direct investment
will be allowed up to 20 per
cent but news and current af-
fairs on FM radio will contin-
A1e to be a no-no.

The policy to liberalise in-
vestment in FM radio was
cleared by the cabinet on June
30 but the rules were notified
by the Union information and
broadcasting ministry today.

The 336 FM radio stations
that are expected to start in
the second phase of the FM
radio expansion programme
have been divided in four cate-
gories.

-In the metros — Delhi,
Mumbali, Calcutta and Chen- |
nai — a company bidding for
an FM radio licence must have
a minimum net worth of Rs 3
crore. A firm wanting to set up
a chain of FM radio stations
across the country would need
to have a minimum net worth
of Rs 10 crore. At the lowest
end, in the D category, an FM
licencee must have a net worth
of Rs 50 lakh.

Ministry sources said pro-
posals had been received for
news and current affairs pro-
grammes but the home min-
istry had advised against all-
owing such programming in
the absence of a monitoring
mechanism,

The norms also forbid reli-
gious and political organisa-
tions, advertising agencies
and non-government organi-
sations from bidding for li-
cences.

The information and broa-
dcasting ministry said the per-
mission for FM radio stations
will be granted on the basis of
one-time entry fees quoted by
bidders under a closed tender
system. This is a departure fr-
om the policy for the fitst pha-
se of FM radio programming
where fees were quoted under
an open bidding system.

Bidding will be eonducted
in Delhi, Mumbai, Calcutta
and Chennai and the dates will
be notified later.

The government will char-
ge an annual fee at the rate of 4

per cent of gross revenue or 10
per cent of the reserve one- |
time entry fee, which ever is
higher. An applicant will be al-
lowed to run only one channel
per city.

On foreign investment, the
policy allows FIls to pick up
not more than a 20 per cent
stake in Indian FM licence
holding companies.

THE bk ke



Salman Khan
threatened @
Aishwarya: ©
media report

Deshmukh says there will be an inquiry

Prachi Pinglay

MUMBAI: Salman Khan is back in
the news, and as usual, for the
wrong reasons. Even as he pre-
pares to stand trial in a hit-and-
run case, a media report that
appeared on Wednesday morn-
ing suggests his involvement in
murkier issues.

The report excerpted the
transcript of a taped conversa-
tion purported to have taken
place between Khan and fellow
Bollywood actor Aishwarya Rai,
in which he threatens her w1th
dire consequences unless she
performs for the Dubai-based
gangster Abu Salem.

In the conversation, alleged-
ly taped in August 2001, a male
voice, said to be Khan’s, boasts
of his associations with the un-
derworld, talks of the pressure
under which he acted in the film
‘Chori Chori Chupke Chupke,’
and even mentions his alleged
foreknowledge of the Mumbai
blasts of 1993. A female voice,
said to be Rai’s, warns him that
his telephone is tapped and ac-
cuses him of being drunk. The
conversation, generously pep-
pered with swear words, has
caused a stir among the media,
the police and the people of
Mumbai.

This is only the latest in a
series of trysts with notoriety
that have found Salman Khan
on the wrong side of the law.
Apart from the hit-and-run
case in Mumbai (in which one
person was killed and four in-
jured), he is also being judicially
tried for a 1998 case of poach-
ing, when he is alleged to have
killed a black buck using unli-
censed arms. Complaints of
misbehaviour have been made
against him, in the recent past,
after he is said to have threat-
ened Aishwarya Rai and actor
Vivek Oberoi. Khan has also
been summoned as a witness in
high-profile cases such as the
Guishan Kumar murder and
the matter of film financier
Bharat Shah’s involvement
with the underworld.

Mixed reactions

With regard to the present
tape, however, there are mixed
reactions from legal experts
and police officials. Ujjwal Ni-
kam, special public prosecutor
in many high-profile cases,

19 JuL 2905

“Voice samples of
both the parties will

have to be taken and a

spectrography test
conducted. However,
such tapes are weak
evidence”

says, “It will have to be verified
if the tapes are genuine. Voice
samples of both the parties will
have to be taken and a spectrog-
raphy test has to be conducted.
However, such tapes are weak
evidence, as there is a possibil-
ity of mimicry. Legally speak-
ing, it is weak evidence.”

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Dhananjay Kamlakar on
Thursday told the media that
the police will verify the au-
thenticity of the four-year-old
tape, and that they are checking
their records. A senior police of-
ficial, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said: “If the tapes
were in the possession of the
police, and not produced or act-
ed upon, then strict action can
be taken. But one must see
whether the tapes were with the
police, or it is an external re-
cording and so on. Nothing can
be said at the moment.”

Under Section 39 of Cr.P.C.,
it is mandatory for anyone who
has knowledge of such a taped
conversation to inform the
nearest police station immedi-
ately. Thus, experts say, it must
be asked why this information
has been kept under wraps for
four years, especially when the
trial against Bharat Shah and
Nazim Rizvi was going on in the
Special Court.

When the issue was raised in
the Maharashtra Legislature,
Chief Minister Vilasrao Desh-
mukh said there would be an
inquiry. The BJP has demanded
an investigation into Khan’s al-
leged underworld links and
foreknowledge of the Mumbai
blasts.

"/
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Advocate Dipesh Mehta, rep-

resenting Salman Khan, has

termed this conversation as fab-

ricated. There has been no
statement from Salman Khan
or Aishwarya Rai. Nor has there
been any formal complaint by
Rai in the last four years regard-
ing this conversation.
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“PM for tou he%yb;enrs,law

NEW DELHI, June 29. —
Concerned about the alleged sell-
ing off of confidential data by a call
centre worker, Karan Bahree, the
Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh, today has called for tougher
cyber laws even as the IT ministry
said a probe is now on to find out
“the truth”.

Speaking at a high level meeting,
convened at his behest, Dr Singh
asked the department of informa-
tion technology and Nasscom to
change the cyber laws in the coun-
try. “Any breach of secrecy. any
iliegal transfer of commercial or
other privileged information or
any other form of cyber crime
should be made punishable
offences,” opined Dr Singh.

Nasscom assured Dr Singh that
the Indian BPO industry was com-
mitted to highest security standards
of data privacy. The Nasscom chief,
Dr Kiran Karnik told Dr Singh that
the Karan Bahree case might have

een a sting opera&ion to give the
$5.2 billion Indian BPO industry a
bad name. The IT secretary, Mr
Brajesh Kumar said that the min-
istry was looking into the case. “We
are trying find out the truth. If any-
body is found guilty during
enquiry, existing laws will be
allowed to take its own course.
Nobody shall be spared,” he said.

An employee of a Gurgaon-
based web-marketing firm, Karan
has allegedly leaked credit card,
banking and other privileged infor-
mation of many British nationals
to an undercover reporter of a
London tabloid for $5,000. The IT
worker, however, said he did not
know that the information provid-
ed-by him was classified. His com-
pany Infinity e-Scarch, which has
since sacked him, said that Karan,
in his explanation letter, had said
he was offered a job and $5,000 by
a UK daily in rcturn}xﬁmﬁe infor-
mation. — SNS '
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Let a thousand filters

Aided by US technology companies, Beijing has tightened
its control on information flow over the Internet, writes
REBECCA MACKINNON

n early June in Cambridge,

Massachusetts, Chinese trying

to create blogs on a Microsoft-

hosted service using words like
“democracy”, “freedom,” or
“human rights” in the title received
a rude reminder: “The title must
not contain prohibited language,
such as profanity. Please type a dif-
ferent title,” said a message.

This warning equating democra-
cy and freedom to profanity marks
a new milestone in the continuing
battle for free expression in China,
with a Western software behemoth
openly throwing its weight behind
government censors. And this is
only the tip of the iceberg.

More insidious than the open
restriction on the blogging site is
the invisible but fine mesh of cen-
sorship that China has installed,
thanks to the assistance from lead-
ing Western firms. China is now
engaged in an even larger invest-
ment in technology that wouid help
control what its citizens can read
on the web and what they can
express. This system of censorship
has undermined carlier optimism
about the Internet ushering in an
era of free expression in China.

How effective is this system? Not
100 per cent, by any means, be-
cause tech-savvy users can always
find ways around Internet blocks.
But experts who have studied
China’s system conclude that, as
far as the Chinese Communist
Party is concerned, it is effective
enough to be worth the money and
effort.

A recent study by the Open Net
Initiative (ONI), in conjunction
with Harvard’s Berkman Center
for Internet and Society, reveals an
increasingly sophisticated set of
mechanisms through which Chi-
nese Internet users are prevented
from accessing material deemed
off-limits by the Chinese govern-
ment.

See:  http://www.opennetinitia-
tive.net/studies/china.

Though government statements
emphasise anti-pornography
crackdowns, ONI found the prima-
ry focus of China’s filtering system
to be on political content. Public
security organs and Internet ser-
vice providers employ thousands of
people - nationwide, at multiple
levels — as monitors and censors.
Their job is to monitor everything
posted online by ordinary Chinese
people and to delete objectionable
content.

The key to the filtering system,
however, is automated technology
- equipment and software courtesy
of US companies — enabling
China’s service providers to enter

5

hundreds of thousands of banned
keywords and web addresses for
automatic blocking.

And this automation is where
the true power lies. The Cisco
routers sold to China have the abil-
ity to block not only the main
addresses for websites, but also
specific sub-pages while leaving the
rest of the site accessible. So, for
instance, Chinese censors can
allow access to most areas of
Stanford University’s website,
http:/iwww.stanford.edu, while
blocking a sub-section within that
domain, Autp:/iwww.stanford.edu/
groupifalun/, a page for Stanford’s
followers of Falun Gong, a reli-
gious group banned in China.

The same capability allows
access to Google’s main search
page, while blocking specific search
results based on banned keywords
or web addresses.

Promotional material for the
routers — which can deploy up to
750,000 filters — emphasises the
“granularity” of Cisco’s filtering
capabilities. This granularity of
censorship enables China - to a
larger degree than previously
thought possible — to have its cake
and eat it too. China has plugged
its citizens into the Internet con-
nectivity they need to trade and

THEALL-SEEING EYE: Chmanow basts invisible, granular internet censorship to shape citizens’ web experiences!

communicate with the world.

But at the same time, the picture
of the world as seen by most
Chinese Internet users is heavily
skewed in the regime’s favour.
Information showing the Chinese
government in a positive light, or at
least being responsive to admitted
problems, is ecasily accessed.
Critical information exists online,
but it is kept at the level of specific
complaints and relatively tame
localised gripes.

Only the most determined and
tech-savvy Internet users will suc-
ceed in accessing web pages about
Chinese authorities’ human rights
abuses, or information relating to
the Taiwan secession movement.
On the other hand, information
about Japanese atrocities, US
abuses at Abu Gharib, and bel-
ligerent vitriol supporting attacks
on Taiwan if it declares indepen-
dence are easily found in Chinese
cyberspace.

Thanks in part to this filtered

view of the world, nationalism and
xenophobia have found fertile
breeding ground in Chinese cyber-
space, while the pro-democracy
movement has not.

China is clearly not sitting on its
current success. It has undertaken
a massive Internet infrastructure

upgrade with a $100 million project
called ChinaNet Next Carrying
Network, or CN2. The project is
big business for the companies
awarded CN2 contracts: Cisco
Systems and Juniper Networks,
France’s Alcatel, and China’s only
major player in the Internet router
market, Huawei Technologies.

Over the next 12 months, new
routers will be installed in 200
cities throughout China. The more
state-of-the art the router, the
more “granular” its filtering mech-
anisms become. Thus, experts pre-
dict the new network will enable
the Chinese government to control
and monitor online speech even
more tightly.

Are I(iJS companies responsible
when the Chinese government
deploys their technology to stifle
free speecch on the Internet? If the
Internet i's going to change China
in the lon g run anyway, how much
does their complicity really matter?

A heate d debate continues in the
media an'd in cyberspace: Robert
Scoble, a Microsoft employee who
maintains, a popular technology
weblog, rose to his company’s
defence :igainst a storm of criti-
cism.

“We m ust comply with the local
laws if vve want to do business

~

L/'\/

‘bloom
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there,” he wrote, claiming to have
encountered an “anti-free-speech”
stance from students, professors,
and officials in China.

Outraged Chinese bloggers
called for a boycott of MSN
Spaces. One of China’s most
famous bloggers called Microsoft
“evil”. A few days later Scoble
backed down, admitting that he
was wrong. Microsoft as a compa-
ny, however, has stuck to the fol-
lowing statement: “MSN abides by
the laws and regulations of each
country in which it operates.”

Human rights groups want to
hold such companies responsible
for facilitating restrictive govern-
ment policies. Others point out
that by hooking China up to the
World Wide Web, Cisco has ulti-
mately done much more to expand
freedoms in China than to stifle
them.

Cisco spokespersons say they are
miciely selling technology to China
and cannot control how it gets
used. But the ONI’s authors say,
“It is unlikely that Cisco would
choose not to provide customer
support or training for specific
functionality of their products.”

This spring, US Congressman *
Christopher Cox re-introduced the
Global Internet Freedom Act, leg-*

islation that would support the
development of technologies to foil
attempts by non-democratic gov-
ernments to “jam” or filter the
Internet. The proposed text de-
clares, “The success of United
States policy in support of freedom
of speech, press, and association
requires new initiatives to defeat
totalitarian and authoritarian con-
trols on news and information over
the Internet.”

he Act says nothing, however,
about the role played by American
technology companies in the cre-

atipn of these controls — passively

or factively. According to ONI, it is
difficult to believe that Cisco,
Nortel Networks, Sun Micro-
systems, Juniper, and 3COM do
not know how their products will
be used by certain customers.
There needs to be greater public
examination of exactly how US
technology companies are co

ducting their business. What ac-

they know, and when do they kno
it? There should be consequences
for companies found to be deliber-

ately aiding censorship and politi- -

cal repression.

(Reprinted with permission from‘

YaleGlobal Online [http:/fyaleglob -
al.yale.edu] a publication of the Yale
Center for the Study of Globaliza-
tion.)
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$5,000 and a/]ob
That’s what”*
hooked Bahree,, AL

New Delhi, June 27

GURGAON-BASED IT worker Karan Bahree was pro-
mised a job apart from $5,000 for helping The Sun’s
undercover reporter with information, according to
fresh details emerging out of the scam involving
leakage of client de-
tails of British banks.

On Monday, Infinity
e-Search, the company
for which Bahree used
to work — he has been
sacked now — gave de-
tails of the letter he
wrote to the manage-
ment. It said Bahree
was paid $5,000 for a
“presentation to an
UK-based person
called Oliver” at a meeting arranged by a Fayaz Rizvi,
who was already working with Oliver.

“I was introduced to a person called Fayaz Rizvi by
an acquaintance called Sameer... Fayaz wanted me to
give a presentation to a UK person. The UK person
was Oliver. Fayaz wanted me to give a presentation
about the call centre operation in India and he taught
me how to present the information and what I should
tell Oliver. He told me do it and collect the payment,”
Bahree wrote.

“I was told to ask him (for) £3 for each (piece of) in-
formation and the total sum which he paid was $5,000
(Rs 2.15 lakh). We had three meetings and gave the
presentation about the process. I gave him the CD
provided to me by Sameer,” the letter said.

“When the meetings and payments were over, Oliv-
er offered me the role of a consultant for his new call
centre in Gurgaon... I was hired only to give a presen-
tation and have nothing to do with this incident.”

Infinity e-Search also questioned the authenticity
of the sting operation by The Sun. It said it could be
an attempt to discredit the booming Indian IT and
BPO sectors. PTI
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Kerala bans camera cellphones

in educational institutions

Bar on fashion shows, cinematic dances too

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kera-
la Government has banned fash-
ion shows, cinematic dances and
mobile phones with camera faci-
lity in educational institutions in
the State.

An official press note said here
on Saturday that conventional
art and cultural programmes
could be organised with the ap-
proval of the ethics committee of
the institutions.

The use of the mobile phone
has been banned in schools and
higher secondary schools. The

I L IARE

teachers have also been disal-
lowed from taking mobile
phones to classes.

In the institutions of higher
education, the mobile phones
should be switched off in class
rooms and  within the
campuses.

The Government has empo-
wered the heads of the institu-
tions and the ethics committees
to take exemplary action against
students and teachers who vio-
late the ban.

The head of the department
will have the authority to cancel
the recognition and take action

\\)ﬁ?" o\ A

against the authorities of insti-
tutions which do not enforce the
Government order.

The ethics committees will
supervise the enforcement of
the order and send the monthly
reporton the tenth of the follow-
ing month to the State-level
committee.

The State committee should
submit the consolidated report
to the Education Minister on the
15th of the month.

The Minister or secretary-lev-
el meeting to review the imple-
mentation of the order will be
held once in two months.
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The company at the
centre of the Indian “call centre
scam”, in which an employee al-
legedly sold secret information
about British bank account
holders to an undercover British
journalist, on Friday denied that
it handled financial information

of any kind.
In his reply to the Gurgaon-
based company, Infinity e-

Search, the employee purport-
edly admitted that he had shown
a compact disc to a foreigner and
the money received was shared
between him and a go-between,
“Sameer”.

“We have no bank clients in
the U.K. We don’t deal with any

¢ “We have no bank clients
in the U.K."

o "Employee does not have
access to confidential
data”

o Company not to initiate
disciplinary action
against employee

information that is classified.
We are into things like web de-
velopment,” Infinity e-Search
Managing Director Rahul Dutt
told a press conference in Gur-
gaon near here. The Sun, a Brit-
ish tabloid, had reported that its
journalist “bought top-secret in-

¢ 4 JUN 2005

formation” on 1,000 accounts
from a “crooked” Gurgaon-
based call centre employee. It
said passwords and addresses
were shown to a security expert
who claimed that the details
were genuine. It also published a
photograph of the person al-
leged to have “sold” the informa-
tion to a middleman.

The company on Friday said
the employee, Kiran Bahree,
“admitted” that he had shown a
CD to the journalist on a request
by Sameer. He was not aware
that the information was classi-
fied and said he acceded to the
request because he knew how to
make a “presentation” from a
CD. Mr. Dutt said Mr. Bahree
joined the company recently. He

.
U

‘Call centre denies it handled any, /
classified financial information o

Employee “admits’ he showed a compact disc to a foreigner qé\la

3((‘7/\

denied that the British police
had approached the company for
information about the “scam”.

The company declined to ini-
tiate disciplinary proceedings
against Mr. Bahree as he had not ||
violated any company
procedure.

The company’s lawyer, Karan
Masih, . supported Mr. Dutt’s
contention that the employee
was in a junior position and did
not have access to any confiden-
tial data. “We learnt about this
data theft from the newspapers
like everyone else. We have not
contacted the police because we
are not the complainants. No
one has contacted us. We are not
hiding and we have nothing to
hide.”
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“UK sting: Delhi call centre worker

o+ sold residents’ bank info .,
w S— A

By Rashmee Roshan Lal\TNN

London: In a massive, real-time
PR disaster for the sunshine call-
centre sector, Britain is convulsed
by claims that a worker in Delhi
- hawked confidential banking,
passport and credit card details of
1000 UK residents whose banks
had outsourced tasks to India.

British police said on Thursday
that they had launched an investi-
gation into the damaging claims,
presented to them as a dossier by
the UK’s best-selling tabloid The
Sun. The tabloid, which set up a
sting operation with an undercov-
er reporter Oliver Harvey sweet-
talking Delhi call-centre worker
Karan Bahree into selling Briton’s
confidential financial details for as
little as £3-a-head, trumpeted the
news on Thursday with the head-
line ‘Your life for sale.’

Within hours of the damaging
allegations leading the airwaves
and water-cooler conversations in
thousands of offices up and down
the land, there were calls for the In-
dian authorities to institute fool-
proof safeguards to protect West-
ern customers from the greed of

A blow for booming call centre
industry?

,
crooked call-centre workers.™ ™

In an assertion thought to bol-
ster the anti-outsourcing cam-
paign led by British trades unions,
the strapline on the newspaper sto-
ry read, ‘Indian IT worker offers
The Sun thousands of names and
bank, passport and credit card
numbers all obtained from call
centers.” The paper, editorialised
with funereal gravity, how crooked
computer experts at Indian call
centrés have created a lucrative
market in sensitive information.

Customers of British banks Bar-
clays, Natwest and HSBC are said
to have been victimised by the Del-
hi call-centre worker, who is quot-

" ‘'would

ed to boast he could regularly\sup-
ply the reporter with the confiden-
tial details of up to 200,000 British
clients a month. But a spokes-
woman for Barclays almost in-
stantly picked holes in the story by
pointing out that her bank had
never sent customers personal de-
er to India. She said she
surprised if the company
was involved as no personal cus-
tomer data was held in India.

Even so, Barclays’s clarification
was barel)i hasidener the growing
hubbub of an outraged Britain,
grappling on Thursday with the
further news that the biggest con-
tracting deal ever to India is to be
signed by the UK government by
the month-end. The digitization
deal will transfer 250 million de-
tails of British births, deaths and
marriages to India in an attempt to
keep Britain’s population data up-
dated.

Meanwhile, in an unexpected
shot in the arm for Indian call cen-
tres, a British police spokesperson
admitted the allegations were very
serious but that people needed to
remember incidents of this kind
were still relatively rare.

2 4 JUN 270
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RATHIN Das \Q\VJ N
Ahmedabad, June 4
THOUGH THE BJP-ruled state gov-
ernment had extended warm pa-
tronage to ‘patriotic’ films such as
Gadar and Border, Shyam Bene-
gal’s take on the life of Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose has surprisingly
generated a lukewarm
response in Gujarat.

Last week, the film
on Netaji was quietly
withdrawn from the-
atres for want of popu-
lar audience, a sharp |
contrast to the tremen-
dous response films like §
Gadar and Border had
received in the state. :

When Gadar and §
Border were released in |
Gujarat, special screen-
ings of these films were
held in the city’s multi-
plexes for the chief
minister, his Cabinet colleagues
and their family members.

Not only that, these high-profile
screenings of Gadar and Border
were well publicised through the
state information department’s

™ SRR

A scene from Nefaji

THE iy

“Patriotic Gujara
rejects film
MRS oross releasfé\\ﬁich also talked

Netaji

about the government’s support to
patriotic themes.

But no such privilege was extend-
ed to Benegal’s film though Subhas
Bose fits well into the BJP’s defini-
tion of ‘patriotism’ that talks of ‘cul-
tural nationalism’ and Netaji’s lega-
cy having been usurped by one po-

litical family (read
Nehru) that claims sole
credit for freedom
struggle.

The reason behind
the differential re-
sponses to films like
Gadar and Border on
one hand and Bene-
gal’s ‘Netaji’ on the
other, actually lie else-
where, opine social
scientists here.

“The main ingredi-
ent of BJP’s patriotism
in Gadar and Border

was Muslim-bashing in
the garb of anti-Pakistan tirade”,
said eminent social scientist Achyut
Yagnik pointing out that, in con-
trast, Benegal’s biopic shows Netaji
Subhas Bose marching along with
close associate Shahnawaz Khan.
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Smoking to be banned in

movies, television serials .~

Amendments to the Tobacco Control Act notified x

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI; Smoking scenes in televi-
sion serials and movies will be banned
from August 1.

The Government on Tuesday noti-
fied amendments to the rules and reg-
ulations of the Tobacco Control Act
seeking aban on the display of tobacco
products or their use by characters in
movies and television programmes.

Speaking at a function here on
“World No Tobacco Day,” Union
Health and Family Welfare Minister
Anbumani Ramadoss said a high-pow-
er committee had been constituted to
look into surrogate advertisements.

The amendments had been made to
plug the loopholes in the Act.Crop-
ping or masking the brand name or
logo of tobacco products in pictures
printed or broadcast is also included.

The amendments also ban the sale
of products through vending ma-
chines and insist on the mandatory
display of prominent scroll containing
health warning when programmes

produced before the notification hav-
ing scenes with smoking situations
and the use of other forms of tobacco
are screened.

Company liable

While the sale of tobacco is banned,
there were reports of violations,
which will now make the tobacco
company liable for penalty.

Only one advertisement board will
be displayed at the place of sale of
tobacco products.

The display of promotional mess-
ages and pictures should be avoided
and the board should not be backlit or
illuminated.

The committee, consisting of MPs,
officials of the Ministry and voluntary
organisations, were looking into com-
plaints of surrogate advertisements.

He said a scientific report was being
prepared in the Ministry which was
examining the content of non-smok-
ing tobacco products and also whether
such products could be banned under
the Prevention of Food Adulteration
Act or the Tobacco Control Act.

The Minister said that the States
were empowered to implement the
Tobacco Control Act and violations
had been brought to the notice of the

0’?
J
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TENDER MESSAGE: An awareness walkathon on ‘No Tobacco Day’
in Bangalore on Tuesday. - PHOTO: V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

State Governments.

Earlier, addressing the inaugural
session of a workshop for health pro-
fessionals, the Minister defended the
Act saying that while the tobacco in-

JUN 200%

dustry was worth about Rs. 35,000
crores, the Government and the pri-
vate sector spent an equal amount
treating people suffering fromtobac-
co-related diseases.
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Unconvinced thestre own-

ers in Dethi, however, removed
the movie from their listings.
They seemed to be in tune
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s incident is tragic
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¢ heads the association. “But we
. can't step back- There were

| and the film industry is griev-
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The fear was compounded by a
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hospital.
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London, May 23 (Reuters):
Britain’s revered public
broadcaster, the BBC, suffered
its most serious sfrike in over
a decade today as staff walked
out to protest plans to cut 20
per cent of its workforce.

The 24-hour strike forced
the BBC to cancel or curtail
most of its live radio and TV
news programming, including
the BBC World Service.
Unions have threatened three
more strikes if their demands
— including a 90-day morato-
ritim on job cuts and a guaran-
tee that all redundancies will
be voluntary — are not met.

Instead of the agenda-set-
ting Today programme on
BBC Radio 4, listeners woke
up to a selection of jazz
records and a documentary on
engineering marvels.

Gone too were flashy
graphics and special effects as
technicians walked ouf, some-
times leaving newsreaders
withjustlittle more than asin-
sgamera and a desk.

wThscorporation’s 24-hour
televxsmn news channel, BBC
News 24, and World Service
radio were running large
blocks of pre-recorded pro-

o

‘J

An anti-management poster
at the strike in
London. (Reuters)

gramming this morning.
Some regional radio pro-
grammes were presented by
managers, and staff for the
foreign language service of
the World Service also joined
picket lmes

The+Natiohal Union of
Journalists (NUJ) and two
other unions.were striking to
protest against plans by BBC
director general Mark Thomp-
son to eliminate about 4,000
jobs.

Thompson’s “value for
money” drive came in the
lead-up to the renewal of the
broadcaster’s 10-year govern-
ing charter, at a time when the
BBC was still nursing wounds
from a:bpuising fight \% thg
British government o
Irag war. NUJ general secre-
tary Jeremy Dear said he ex-
pects about 11,000 BBC em-
ployees to be involved in the
strike.

Wilfred Darlington, who
has worked for 36 years as a
BBC sound engineer, was
manning the picket line in
Manchester today:. ;

“We're concerned that 80
per cent of the workforce will ;
be required to do 100 per cent |
of the current work.Ican only i
guess at what kind of stress|
levels will result,” he said. 3

The BBC said it regretted ;
the strike action and would do ;
everything it could to produce

spokesman said.

The NUJ along with the
other unions voted on May 12
to authorise four strike days.
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Apu Trilogy among Time’s great films

PRESS Trust of India ¢
New York, May 23

SATYAJIT RAY’S Apu Trilogy which rede-
fined Indian cinema in the 1950’s, Guru
Dutt’s classic Pyasa portraying a poet’s dis-
enchantment with the material world and
Mani Ratnam’s Nayakan, based on a Mum-
bai gangster’s life are on the Time maga-
zine-complied list of 100 all-time great
films.

Put together by Time critics Richard
Schickel and Richard Corliss, the list in-
cludes Lawrence of Arabia, Casablanca,
Lord of the Rings (trilogy) and Pulp Fiction.
Posted on the magazine’s website, the list,
which would be published in Monday’s is-
sue, also names the best film from each
decade since Time began to come out: Me-
tropolis (1927), Dodsworth (1936), Citzen
Kane (1941), Ikiru (1952), Persona (1966),
Chinatown (1974), Decalogue (1988), Pulp
Fiction (1994) and Talk to her (2002).

24 MLy 2005

A still from Pather Panchali

The critics say that the Apu Trilogy —
Pather Panchali (1955), Aparajito (1956) and
Apur Sansar (1959) — which traces the life

®

THF LA &+ a6t yiaee

of Apu as he moves from childhood in a ru-
ral village through his youth in Varanasi
where the family later shifts, to manhood
and marriage in Kolkata, shows “Ray’s
filmmaking is direct in manner, simple in
its means and profound in its impact.”

They describe Pyasa as a soulful roman-
tic film, noting that the writer-producer-di-
rector star painted a glamourous potrait of
an artist’s isolation through dappled im-
agery and sensitive filming of S.D. Bur-
man’s haunting songs. “Waheeda Rehman
in her screen debut is sultry, radiant — a
woman to bring out the poet in any man, on
screen or in the audience,” they say.

Nayakan, which is Ratnam’s second
film, has been described by the Time critics
as a defining work in his career. “His
movies, often dramatising social unrest
and political terrorism, churns with narra-
tive tension and camera energy that would
be the envy of Hollywood directors, if they
were to see them”, the critics say.




‘Jo Bole So Nihal’ withdrawn
in Punjab, Haryana .- ..

Distributor tells theatres to stop screening following SGPC demand for ban

CHANDIGARH: Within hours of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC) de-
manding a ban on the
controversial Hindi film “Jo
Bole So Nihal”, its distributors
withdrew the movie from theat-
res across Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh on Thursday.

“We have sent out telegram
messages to the theatres run-
ning this film to stop its screen-
ing immediately,” said I. P. S.
Chadha, brother of liguor baron
Ponty Chadha and producer of
the film, on behalf of Ginny Arts
film production company. He
said all objectionable scenes in
the film had already been re-
moved. About the title of the
film, he said it would not be pos-
sible to change it immediately.

“As a result of this we have
thought of stopping its screen-
ing,” he added. He said Ginny
Arts was ready to face the losses
on account of the stoppage of
screening.

Any further suggestions from
SGPC about the film were wel-
come, Mr. Chadha added.

In Mumbai, “Jo Bole So Ni-
hal” director Rahul Rawail said
the film was not aimed at belit-
tling the Sikhs or hurting the
community in any way. The de-
cision to withdraw it from theat-
res in Punjab was taken solely by
the distributor for the region, he
added. “The court has not given
any such direction in the matter.
The decision to withdraw the
film has been made by the dis-
tributor alone,” Mr. Rawail told
PTI. “I do not know the reasons
why the distributor has chosen
to do so. He has communicated
the same to the producer, who
has been unhappy over the deci-
sion,” Mr. Rawail added.

A

WRITING ON THE WALL: “Jo Bole So Nihal” hero Sunny Deol in front of a

poster of the film earlier this month. - AP FILE PHOTO

About the controversy sur-
rounding the film and the ob-
jections raised to certain
portions in it, he said:“There was
no intention to hurt the Sikhs.”
“The hero of the film is a Sikh
and it would be stupid to even
attempt to belittle Sikhs,” Mr.
Rawail said pointing out that he
himself was a member of the
community.

He said that when the film
first came up for release, there
were statements in Punjab
about it. “At that point we in-
vited a committee of the Akal
Takht, the supreme body of the
Sikhs, to come and see the film
and even deleted a dialogue
which they found objectiona-
ble.”

. %%’

Refusing to comment further
on the film, Mr. Rawail said that
“the matter is sub judice.”

Earlier in the day, the SGPC
had demanded an immediate
ban on the film saying it was “da-
maging the Sikh psyche”. The
Sikh religious body had also set
up a five-member committee to
prepare a report on the film
within two days which would be
submitted to the Union Cultural
Affairs Ministry, the Home Min-
istry and the Film Censor Board.

“A meeting of the SGPC com-
mittee here unanimously resolv-
ed that the screening of the film
should be stopped till it was fi-
nally approved by SGPC,” said
SGPC chief Bibi Jagir Kaur after
the meeting.

UNI adds: A fresh list of ob-
jections to the film was filed in
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court during resumed hearing
on Thursday on petitions seek-
ingaban on the film for allegedly
hurting religious sentiments of
the Sikh community.

The Court’s division bench
comprising Chief Justice D. K.
Jain and Justice Hemant Gupta,
however, adjourned further
hearing to May 23 as counsel for
the respondent producer and di-
rector of the film wanted time to
file- response to the applicant’s
viewpoint. - PT1 / UNIL.
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Newsweek apologises,

blames Imran for riots
o [ )/ |

S. Rajagopalan

V . \
Washington, May 16 \’( ¢

NEWSWEEK ON Monday apol-
ogised for errors in its report
on desecration of the Quran by
US interrogators at Guan-
tanamo Bay, but blamed Imran
Khan for triggering the Afghan
riots that left 15 people dead.

“The spark was apparently
lit at a press conference held on
Friday, May 6, by Imran Khan, a
Pakistani cricket legend and
strident critic of Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf,” the
magazine said in its latest issue.

Imran, it said, had held up a
copy of the Newsweek issue and
read out the report which said
US interrogators had placed the
Holy Quran on toilet seats and
even flushed one. “This is what
the US is doing...desecrating
Quran,” the magazine quoted
Imran as saying.

“His (Imran’s) remarks, as
well as the outraged comments
of Muslim clerics and Pak-
istani government officials,
were picked up on local radio
and played throughout neigh-
bouring Afghanistan,” it said,
adding that radical Islamic
foes of the pro-US Hamid
Karzai regime promptly ex-
ploited the issue.

Apologising for its own re-
portage, Newsweek editor Mark
Whitaker said: “We regret that
we got any part of our story
wrong, and extend our sympa-

Imran Khan

thies to victims of the violence
and to the US soldiers caught
in its midst.”

Whitaker maintained that
the magazine’s information
had come from “a knowledge-
able US government source”
and that before the report’s
publication, comment had
been sought from two Penta-
gon officials. While one de-
clined to respond, the other
challenged another part of the
story, but not the bit about the
Quran, he said.

Pentagon spokesman
Lawrence Di Rita termed
Whitaker’s apology “very tepid
and qualified” and said: “They
owe us all a lot more accounta-
bility than they took.” National
security adviser  Stephen
Hadley told CNN on Sunday
that the allegations were being
investigated “yigorously”,
adding: “If it turns out to be
true, obviously we will take ac-
tion against those responsible.”




Nepal journalists take out march,

Cmiim

demand press freedom -
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Sit-ins, U.N. conference mark World Press Freedom Daﬁ

KATHMANDU: In a massive show of
strength, over 1,500 journalists
from across Nepal on Tuesday
marched through the streets of
the capital, demanding immedi-
ate lifting of press censorship,
release of their detained col-
leagues and restoration of de-
mocracy and civil liberties.

Organised by the Federation
of Nepalese Journalists (FNJ) to
mark its Golden Jubilee and the
World Press Freedom Day, the
marchers carrying placards and
banners shouted slogans like
“End press censorship”, “Re-
store democratic rights”, “Guar-
antee journalists’ rights” and
“Release all detained journal-
ists.”

They had a brief scuffle with
police before converging at the

0/ MAY onn%

Royal Nepal Academy hall here.
The FNJ said at least six jour-
nalists remained under deten-
tion and more than 2,000 had
lost their jobs since the February
1royal takeover.
The former Prime Minister

and Nepali Congress President,
Girija Prasad Koirala, inaugrat-
ing the 21st National Conven-
tion of the FNJ, said “We cannot
imagine democracy without a
free press.”

Pointing towards the impor-

NAIROBI: World Press Freedom
Day? Not if you ask the Kenyan
President’s wife, who stormed
into the newsroom of the na-
tion’s largest newspaper on
Tuesday, demanding journal-
ists be arrested for “biased cov-
erage” and slapping a
cameraman, The midnight-to-5

First Lady raids newspaper

am. confrontation followed
reports by newspapers of alle-
gations the First Lady acts like
highhanded royalty.

The takeover of the news-
room of The Daily Nation
“sends shivers down your
spine,” said Mwangi, the news-
paper’seditorialdirector.— AP

THE MINDU

tant role played by media in the
democratic movement, he said
parties were discussing to chalk
out a common minimum agenda
to launch an agitation would be
published. — PTI

Grim time
AP reports from Paris:
Press freedom advocates

came together around the world
at a grim time when reporters
face rising threats of killings,
kidnappings, jailings and other
abuse just for doing their jobs.

Sit-ins, human-chain demon-
strations and a U.N. conference
were under way or scheduled in
countries from the Philippines
to Senegal for the 15th annual
World Press Freedom Day. —
PTI, AP




Remembering them on Press Freedom Day

There have been hundreds of unresolved murders of journalists in their line of duty
around the world in the last decade. Here are details of a few of the instances, as compiled
by the World Association of Newspapers to mark World Press Freedom Day, May 3:

Bangladesh: Dipankar Chakrabarty, in
2004
The editor of the Bangladeshi daily Dur-
Joy Bangla and vice-president of the Bangla-
desh Federal Union of Journalists, he was
hacked to death and decapitated on October
2, 2004. He was walking home from work
after midnight when neighbours heard his
screams and motorcycles speeding away.
One neighbour came out to the street to find
Chakrabarty’s headless body. The police
called his brutal killing the work of “profes-
sionals,” but they have not identified any
motive or suspects in the case. Chakrabarty,
59, had previously told Reporters Without
Borders he was being threatened due to
some exposés he had done on local gangsters
receiving the protection of politicians in
Sherpur. Local Bangladeshi newspapers left
blank space on the first page for the three
days following the murder in protest. No
arrests or developments have been reported
by the administration since his murder
Belarus: Dimitry Zavadsky, in 2000
A Belarusian cameraman with the Rus-
sian public television network ORT, abduct-
ed at Minsk Airport on July 7 and declared
dead on November 28, 2000. Zavadsky, a
former official cameraman of President
Alexander Lukashenko, was reported mis-
sing when he failed to meet his ORT col-
league and friend Pavel Sheremet at Minsk
Airport. Sheremet and Zavadsky had trav-
elled to Chechnya to film The Chechnya
Diaries, a documentary about the war in
Chechnya. Upon return to Belarus, Zavad-
sky received threatening calls from an un-
known man, who insisted on meeting with
him. On July 16, 2002, the Belarus Supreme
Court charged Valery Ignatovich, former
head of special units at the Interior Ministry
and a subordinate, Maxim Malik, with a life
sentence for the abduction and disappear-
ance of the young cameraman, but the pro-
ceedings were closed to the public. The
process failed to address the question of
what had happened to the journalist after
his disappearance. Prosecutors announced
that the case was reopened on December 10,
2003. Despite new developments, triggered
by a press conference held by Mr. Lukashen-
ko on July 20, 2004, appeals of Zavadsky’s
family to reopen to case have been rejected
by the General Prosecutor’s Office.
Belgrade: Slavko Curuvija, in 1999
The publisher of Daily Telegraph and Eu-
ropean, he was assassinated on April 11,1999
in Belgrade. Both newspapers had been
sanctioned for criticising the Milosevic Gov-
ernment. In December 1998, Curuvija had
conducted a testimonial on Milosevic’s rule
before the U.S. Congress’s Helsinki Com-
mission in Washington. Upon his return,
Curuvija was sentenced to five months in jail
for “spreading false information.” Curuvija
was assaulted along with his girlfriend Bran-
ka Prpa in an alleyway that lead to their
apartment in central Belgrade. Prpa identi-
fied the assassins as two men dressed in
black wearing facemasks. Dusan Velickovic,
a fellow journalist, released a report of the
Yugoslavian State Police, leaked to him,
which describes the surveillance of “a tar-
get” detailing the hours before Curuvija’s
assassination. Alexandar Tijanic, former co-
lumnist of the Daily Telegraph, said in an
interview that Curuvija had powerful ene-
mies. The assassins have not been officially
identified and investigations into the case
have not been conducted.
Canada: Tara Singh Hayer, in 1998
The editor of the Punjabi-language news-
paper Indo-Canadian Times, he was assassi-
nated in the garage of his home in Surrey,
British Colombia on November 18,1998. Ten
years earlier Hayer had been the victim of an
assassination attempt, which left him par-
tially paralysed. Despite continued death
threats Hayer continued his work. He was an
outspoken critic of fundamentalist Sikh
movements in India as well as abroad, and
campaigned tirelessly for a greater intercul-
tural understanding. In spite of investiga-
tions undertaken by Canadian authorities,
no concrete suspect has been found to this
day. Hayer was killed shortly before his tes-
timonial against suspects in a fatal Air India
bombing. Other murders cases of outspoken

Brazil 2

Colombia 1
Dominican Republic 1
Haiti 1

Mexico 4

Nicaragua 2
Paraguay 1

Peru 2

Venezuela 1

lraq 23

Saudi Arabia 1

71 Journalists killed in 2004

North Africa & Middle East 26

Israel and Occupied Territories 1
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critics of hard-line Sikh organizations have
been linked to this case.

Indonesia: Sander Thoenes, in 1999

A Dutch journalist on assignment for the
Financial Times and the Christian Science
Monitor, he was killed covering the landing
of the U.N. peacekeeping mission in the city
of Dili on September 21, 1999. Thoenes had
arranged with a motorbike rider to take him
to the Becora area, a strongly pro-independ-
ent area of East Timor. They encountered
the militant Battalion 745, which was re-
treating from Dili following the arrival of
Australian-led U.N. Peacekeeping forces.
The battalion fired on the motorbike and
caused Thoenes to fall. The driver of the
motorbike escaped. Sander Thones body
was found by Peacekeeping Forces on Sep-
tember 22, shot in the back and bearing
grave marks of torture, with his left ear
sliced off and several cuts in his face. The
U.N.-Sanctioned International Force in East
Timor conducted a report into the killing
and established that Thoenes was most like-
ly murdered by the Battalion 745. Despite
overwhelming evidence and testimonials,
the Indonesian Attorney-General on June
19, 2002, declared the case to be closed due
to insufficient evidence to prosecute and the
unreliability of the key witness. Despite offi-

cial protest of the Dutch Government,
Thoenes’ killers have not been brought to
justice to this day.

The Philippines: Gene Boyd Luma-
wag, in 2004

The photo editor for MindaNews newspa-
per, he was shot dead on a street in down-
town Jolo on November 12, 2004. The
gunman fired one bullet killing Lumawag,
26, before leaving the scene. Days later, a
task force was created specifically for the
investigation into the slaying of Lumawag.
The report of one eyewitness lead investiga-
tors to file a complaint on November 17 for
two suspects, brothers Omar and Iting Saila-
ni. MindaNews colleagues say Lumawag, 26,
may have been in Jolo working on a corrup-
tion story with a journalist from Mindanao
Island who was not present at Lumawag’s
attack. No motive has been established be-
hind the killing of Lumawag though the Sai-
lani brothers are reportedly on the most
wanted list of Abu Sayyaf. Since the task
force filed the complaint, no formal charges
have been brought against Lumawag’s sus-
pected killers.

Russia: Natalya Skryl, in 2002

Abusiness reporter for the Nashe Vremya
newspaper based in Rostov-on-Don, south-
western Russia, she was beaten to death

Serbia & Montenegro 1

World
Press
Freedom

ESHEE

Bangladesh 4
India 3

Nepal 2
Pakistan 1
Philippines 11
SriLanka 3

when returning to her home in the city of
Taganrog late on the night of March 9, 2002.
She was discovered unconscious from re-
peated blows to the head by a heavy, blunt
object, and died shortly after being taken to a
nearby hospital. A large sum of money was
found in Skryl’s handbag at the time of her’
death, suggesting robbery was not the mo-
tive behind the attack. Nashe Vremya's edi-
tor-in-chief, Vera Ioujanskaia, said she
thought it was connected to sensitive in-
formation Skryl had obtained about the:
business activities of several companies
struggling to get control over a local metal-
lurgical plant. No suspect has been arrested.

Sierra Leone: Kurt Schork, in 2000

A veteran Reuters correspondent, he was-
killed by rebels of the Revolutionary United .
Front in an ambush on May 24, 2000.
Schork was a well-known war correspond-
ent. Richard Holbrook, former U.S. Ambas- -
sador to the U.N., said: “Kurt Schork was one
of the bravest, smartest and finest journal-
ists I have ever worked with over the last 35
years. He was almost always right. He
showed no bias. He was cheerful no matter
how awful the situation. He believed jour-
nalists could be a force for good in the world
while reporting the truth as they saw it.”
Schork’s family in cooperation with Reuters .
News Agency has established a memorial
fund honouring achievements of local and
freelance journalists every year. Kurt®
Schork’s murderers have never been
brought to justice.

The Philippines: Edgar Damalerio, in
2000

The managing editor of the weekly Zam-
boanga Scribe and radio host on DXKP radio
station on the island of Mindanao, he was
killed on May 13, 2002. He was shot in the
chest by an unidentified gunman as he was
driving home from a press conference in
Pagadian City. Before his death Damalerio
wrote an exposé on the failure of the Lanao
del Sur Electric Cooperative (Lasureco) to
complete any of its projects during the ad- -
ministration of former Philippine President
Fidel Ramos.

The story, which appeared in the Minda-
nao Gold Star on April 19, 2002, claimed that
the company lied when it reported that the
projects had been completed. The National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) arrested po-
liceman Guillermo Wapille last May 17. He
was identified by two witnesses who were
with Damalerio at the time of the killing.
However, Wapille managed to escape from
custody.

One of the witnesses, Amoro, was recently
killed despite being placed under special
witness protection. Damalerio’s widov
Gemma, is still in hiding, -
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SC asks media for restraint \

Agencies
New Delhi, April 25 N3

THE SUPREME Court
Court has sounded a stern
warning against reporting
of unwarranted criticism of
judges and judiciary. It said
on Monday, that the freedom
enjoyed by the media was
no licence to indulge in sen-
sationalism and a mecha-
nism should be devised to
check the criticism from
“crossing the limits”.

This judgement was giv-
en by a Bench comprising
Justice Y.K. Sabharwal and
Justice Tarun Chatterjee
while sentencing Rajendra
Sail, a close associate of
slain trade union leader
Shankar Guha Niyogi, for
seven days for committing
contempt of Court by his
“seurrilous” criticism of a
Madhya Pradesh High Cou
a that the publication, pub-
lisher, or electronic media,
all concerned have to see
whether any such criticism
has crossed the limits and if
it has, then resist every
temptation to make it pub-
lic.” Noting the tremendous
reach of newspapers and
electronic media, the court
said, “it should not be treat-
ed as a licence to denigrate
other institutions. Sensa-
tionalism is not unknown.
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Niyogi aide jaile
THE SUPREME Court has
reduced the six-month jail
term awarded by Madhya
Pradesh High Court to Ra-
jendra Sail, associate of
slain trade union leader
Shankar Guha Niyogi, for
contempt of court for his
“unfair” criticism of its
judgment in the murder
case. The apex court re-
duced the sentence to a
week keeping in mind his
public work. Sail had at a
public rally, shortly after
the high court verdict in
the case, made adverse re-
marks about the judgment
and also given interviews
to the same effect. While
stating that the court’s
judgments are “open” to
criticism, the SC observed

d fn;\:nntempt

that such criticism needs
to be kept within “the lim-
its of reasonable courtesy

and good faith”. “Such
criticism may fairly assert
that the judgment is incor-
rect or an error has been
committed both with re-
gard to law or established
facts”, the Bench said.
HTC, New Delhi

Any attempt to make news
out of nothing just for the
sake of sensationalism has
to be deprecated.”

“When there is an at-
tempt to sensationalise, par-
ticularly at the expense of
those institutions or per-
sons who from the nature of
office cannot reply, such
temptations has to be resis-

ted and if not it would be
task of the law to give clear
guidance as to what is and
what is not permitted,” Jus-
tice Sabharwal said.
Terming the confidence
of people in judiciary as an
asset that needs to be pre-
served at any cost, Justice
Sabharwal said any act that
has a tendency to cause of

loss of confidence in judici-
ary “deserves to be firmly
curbed”. The apex court
said the present matter
brought to fore the issue
that right to freedom of me-
dia was to be exercised re-
sponsibly and it was for the
media to devise the mecha-
nism for such exercise.

“Regarding the institu-
tion like judiciary, which
cannot go public, media can
consider having an internal
mechanism to prevent these
type of publications,” he
said. The apex court said,
“There can be an efficient
and stringent mechanism to
scrutinise As already not-
ed such publications are
likely to be believed as
true.”

While the media could, in
public interest, resort to
reasonable criticism of a ju-
dicial act or the judgment of
a court for public good or re-
port any such statements, it
should refrain from casting
scurrilous aspersions on, or
impute motives or personal
bias to the Judge, the Court
said.

“Nor should they scan-
dalise the court or the judi-
ciary as a whole, or make
personal allegations of lack
of ability or integrity
against a Judge,” Justice
Sabharwal said.

THE HIDUST AN TiME S
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~ ‘Black Friday";

SC |ssue§ﬁot|ce
to blast-accused

New Delhi: Dashing hopes of an early screening oi
the movie ‘Black Friday’, based on the 1993 Mumbai
serial blasts, the Supreme Court on Thursday issued
notices to the accused persons who had successfully
stalled the release of the movie, already cleared by the
censor board.

The makers of the movie - Mid-day Multimedia Pvt
Ltd had filed an appeal in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Bombay high court order staying the re-
lease of the film till the judgment was given by the
Tada court hearing the cases.

A bench comprising Chief Justice R C Lahoti is-
sued notices to Mustaq Musa Tarani and other ac-
cused after hearing the counsel for petitioner, senior
advocate Harish Salve.

Salve contended that the film was based on a book
‘Black Friday - The True Story of the Bombay Bomb
Blasts’, and that the book was available in the market

as it was not banned by the authorities.

“If the book was available in the public domain,
then why could anybody not produce a film on that ba-
sis and how the film alone, and not the book, could cre-
ate a bias in public mind against the accused,” he won-
dered.

However, the court did not pass any interim orders
and asked the respondents to file their replies within
three weeks while posting the matter for further hear-
ing after four weeks.

Meanwhile, the trial in the designated Tada court
has concluded and arguments have also ended. The
court is now in the process of writing the judgment,
which is expected by the year- end.

The Supreme Court felt that it would be better to
wait till the judgment was written in the case. agencies
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UNDERCOVER JOURNALISM AND ETHICS

INDIA TV'S STING operations, ostensibly

aimed at exposing the prevalent sexual exploi-
tation in the entertainment industry, raise
knotty but important issues relating to journal-
istic ethics. Hidden cameras captured a Bolly-
wood actor and a TV game show host seeking
sexual favours from a young woman reporter of
the news channel, who posed as an aspiring
starlet seeking a break in the industry. If there is
a deep sense of distaste about the two under-
cover ‘investigations,’ it is partly because the
television channel went out of its way to entice
the individuals into behaving inappropriately
before capturing them on videotape. India TV’s
Editor-in-Chief Rajat Sharma’s justification for
carrying out the sting — exposing the casting
couch menace in the entertainment industry —
has a hollow ring to it. All that was exposed by
India TV, which carried out the stings with of-
fers of whiskey and invitations to hotel rooms,
were the frailties of two sad and susceptible
men. It was sordid ensnarement, not enlighten-
ing investigation.
Undercover journalism is not a new phenom-
“enon in India. In 1981, a newspaper reporter
bid for and bought a young woman, ‘Kamala’,
for Rs. 2,300 at a ‘sale’ in Madhya Pradesh to
establish trafficking in women and the involve-
ment of bigwigs in the racket. More recently,
Tehelka used deception and hidden cameras to
expose ‘match fixing’ in cricket and, more im-
portantly, to show how easily penetrable and
corruptible a section of the defence establish-
ment was. Some of the methods used by Te-
helka to acquire information were rightly
criticised, particularly, the use of call girls in a
flagrant exercise of entrapment. But the investi-
gation, which revealed how deeply entrenched
corruption was in the process of defence pro-
curement, did have a serious public purpose. In
contrast, the India TV sting operations were
widely perceived to be ploys to attract more
eyeballs and increase the profile of the news
channel.

06 420780

‘ L
. 'The central point is that investigative journal-
ism that insists on going after information
through deception and invasion of privacy can
have only one serious defence: a larger social
purpose. Undercover investigations by journal-
ists go back a long way. It was in 1887 that the
celebrated Nellie Bly feigned illness, got herself
admitted to a notoriously ill-administered New
York lunatic asylum, and wrote a powerful ex-
pose that hastened legal reforms relating to the
treatment of the mentally ill. It was socially pur-
poseful and impactful undercover journalism at
its best. Three decades ago a Pulitzer Prize for
journalism was awarded to a reporter who con-
cealed his identity in order to write a series of
articles on veting irregularities in Chicago.
These investigations have won admiration with-
in the profession and from the public, which
suggests that relevant and purposeful under-
cover journalism is not merely acceptable under
certain conditions but is an indispensable force
for the social good.

Journalism that relies on active deception
and, more typically, ‘passive’ misrepresentation
to acquire information must satisfy at least the
following three professional ethical require-
ments. First, the information pursued must be
directly and strongly linked to a larger social
purpose. Secondly, the public value of such in-
formation must clearly outweigh the injury
caused by the deception and the privacy vio-
lation. Thirdly, undercover methods must not
be resorted to where the information can be
gathered by straightforward means. The prob-
lem with the India TV sting operations is that
they fulfil neither the first nor the second condi-
tion. The lukewarm public response suggests
there is a reflexive understanding of this in Indi-
an society. Yellow journalism should provoke
those in the profession to think more deeply
about the purposes and methods of journalism,
and to take a clear stand on the interface be-
tween freedom of expression, and professional
and social responsibility.

THE HINDU
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Journalism is not about invading the personal space of private individuals

Peeping Toms

HAVE not seen India TV’s much-

discussed °‘sting’ operation in-

volving Shakti Kapoor, a female
journalist and a concealed camera.
This is not because I don’t want to
see it but because, like most people
I know, I don’t get India TV at home
and the few friends who do get the
channel say they never watch it.

Even as I write this, a TV actor
called Aman Verma has filed a crim-
inal complaint against India TV, ac-
cusing it of framing him in yet an-
other sting and then threatening
him. The details of that case have
yet to emerge, so I will concentrate
on the Kapoor exposé.

Sting operations with concealed
cameras constitute a huge black
hole at the moral centre of Indian
journalism and it is important for
us to sift fact from fiction and wrong
from right.

But first, a few disclaimers. My
interest is in the ethics of the story,
not in the individuals who feature.
I do not know Shakti Kapoor or
Aman Verma personally.

Second, I do know Suhaib Ilyasi,
the host of the show on which the
exposé appeared. In fact, two days
before the first telecast, Suhaib
phoned, told me about the Shakti
Kapoor story and asked if T would
comment on the issue. I declined
his offer but I suppose my advance
knowledge does make me a margin-
al accessory to the exposé.

And finally, having only .seen
India TV intermittently at hotels, I
have no strong views for or against
the channel and no axe to grind. I
do know that it is among the least-
watched Hindi news channels in the
country and I am aware that Shakti
Kapoor has suggested that the ex-
posé emerges out of its desperation
to find an audience: when news fails

to attract viewers, why not try sleaze .

and sensationalism? Perhaps this is
true; perhaps it is not. For our pur-
poses, however, let us remember that
the easiest way to'discredit any sto-
ry is to attribute motives to journal-
ists, publications or channels.

Now for the exposé itself. As far
as I can tell, the channel secretly
filmed Shakti Kapoor visiting a
woman posing as a Bollywood aspi-
rant at her hotel room late at night.
After some alcohol, Kapoor said un-
pleasant and untrue things about a
host of film luminaries, including

Preity Zinta, Subhash Ghai etc.
" Kapoor also told the girl “I want
to make love to you” and then ap-
parently went over and tried to em-
brace her. When she protested, he
returned to his seat and did not per-

B
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CROSSING THE LINE: Suhaib llyasi

sist with the advance. But he did
say that anyone who hoped to make
it in Bollywood should expect to
sleep around.

The channel has used this
footage to make two points, one of
which has hit home. The first is
that Kapoor is a loose talker and is
willing to badmouth Bollywood big-
wigs. Most people agree. There is
talk of boycotting him, and his ca-
reer, already on its last legs, may
now come to a sad end.

The second point is the more
controversial one. The channel says
that it has used the secret camera to
prove the existence of the casting
couch in Bollywood and expose the
likes of Kapoor who prey on strug-
gling aspirants.

It is this second claim that has
been the subject of controversy The
exposé has been attacked by a wide
variety of commentators, ranging
from designer Ravi Bajaj to Bhawna
Somaya, the editor of Screen. Even
Tarun Tejpal, the high priest of
sting journalism (and the man
whose face appeared on India TV’s
first posters), has said that he has
problems with the story, among
them his concern that a man’s pri-
vate life is not an appropriate sub-
ject for such an exposé.

Then there is Kapoor’s own ver-
sion — for what it is worth. Accord-
ing to him, the girl had been phon-
ing him for months, making ob-
scene suggestions and insisting that
he come to visit her. Believing that
he was being offered sex on a platter,
he went along to her hotel. The girl,
he says, encouraged him to come on
to her but the telecast version of the
encounter cut out her inducements
while keeping his own bad behav-
iour. As for the things he said about
Preity, Ghai and the rest, he attrib-
utes these — in the manner of Ban-
garu Laxman before him — to cam-
era and audio trickery.

Even if you discount much
of Kapoor’s story as self-serving,
here’s what emerges:

®  The reporter did lead him to
believe that he might get some sex.
Many men, when invited to a hotel
room at night by a girl they’'ve never
met, might jump to the conclusion

— as Bhawna Somaya wrote in The -

Indian Express — that it was sex not
spirituality that was on offer.

m Shakti Kapoor did not rape her
or make a serious attempt to force
himself on her. Once she rebuffed
his advance, he was reconciled to not
getting any. His attitude suggests
that he believed that the sex would
be consensual. When he realised

.that this was not the case, he gave up.

B Shakti Kapoor is not a big-time
producer. He is hardly the most ob-
vious choice for a Godfather in film-
dom. Given the state of his own ca-
reer, he is not in a position to give
anybody else a role. So why did the
channel choose him to check if there
was a casting couch in Bollywood?
Could it be because the journos be-
lieved that he was a nobody who
would disgrace himself?

m The outrage in Bollywood is not
about Kapoor’s behaviour with the
girl. It is over the things he said about
Preity, Ghai etc. Certainly, these were
offensive things to say, nauseating
even. But let’s not be confused here:
there’s little outrage over his ad-
vances to the girl. In fact, many peo-
ple appear to have sympathy for him.

Which leads directly to the moral
centre of this story: when does a
sting constitute entrapment? And,
what is an appropriate subject for
a sting?

The story’s defenders point to
Tehelka. Didn’t its journalists ap-
proach the likes of Bangaru Lax-
man and offer money on their own
initiative? And if that was okKay,
then why is the channel’s approach
to Shakti Kapoor any different?

1\\'(5 \%\’?} ’

Well, the broad answer to that is
that politicians, bureaucrats, gen-
erals, etc. are responsible — at
some level — to the people. If a
politician accepts a bribe then any
favour he does in return is done at
public expense. So it is with an
army officer. If he takes a bribe to
sanction an arms purchase, then
the country loses out because our
army ends up with a substandard
or improperly selected gun.

But a film actor is his own man.
He is not responsible to you and me.
If Shakti Kapoor sleeps with an ac-
tress and then recommends her to
his producers, he is not doing you
and me a disservice. If the girl does
not deserve to be a heroine, then the
film will flop and the producer will
suffer. You and I are not affected.

That, I think, is the distinction
that Tarun Tejpal and others have
tried to make. Whether a producer
sleeps with his stars is not a matter
of public concern,; it constitutes his
private life (and the private lives of
the women he sleeps with). You can-
not use the same standards you ap-
ply to a public servant who takes
a bribe to sanction a weapons pur-
chase for two private individuals
who engage in consensual sex, even
if one of the parties hopes that the
sex will advance her career.

The objection that many journal-
ists have to the Shakti Kapoor story
is that it takes methods (hidden
cameras, stings etc.) that most of
us would use reluctantly and only
when there was no other way of ex-
posing corruption, and applies them
to areas that are not in the public do-
main, solely as a means of generat-
ing sensational footage and creating
a scandal. In the process, it demeans
the very basis of sting journalism
and transforms it into a Peeping
Tom approach to cheap thrills.

That, I think, is the reason why so
few serious (or non-serious, for that
matter) journalists have come out in
support of this story. You can argue
about Kapoor’s behaviour (if he
expected consensual sex from a
stranger, his wife can mind but why
should we care?), about whether he
was entrapped (which, by the way, I
think he probably was) but you can’t
argue about the basis of all journal-
ism: it is about the public’s right
to know. It is not about using hidden
cameras to invade the personal
space of private individuals.

So, good luck to India TV. The con-
troversy has given it much publicity
and I wish the channel well. But let
us not pretend that this is journal-
ism or that it is morally defensible.

s
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Govttoys with TV Watcg

OURSPECIAL [
CORRESPONDENT ~
New Delhi, March 14: The,
Centre is mulling the creation
of aregulatory body to moni-
tor television content as too
much violence and vulgarity
are being aired on private
channels, I&B minister S.
Jaipal Reddy said today.

There has been rising pub-
lic concern about the increas-
ing instances of violence and
obscenity beamed these days.

While films have the cen-
sor board to answer to, televi-
sion, a relatively new medium
in the country, comes under no
such regulatory authority.

This has resulted in some
channels offering progra-
mmes with heavy doses of vio-
lence and vulgarity to gain
popularity.

However, the middle class
response, especially those of
parents, teachers and social
workers, has been against
such displays.

The issue came up during
question hour in the Rajya
Sabha when several members,
including C. Ramachandra-
iah, Jaya Bachchan, Sushma
Swaraj, Ram Jethmalani
and Ravi Shankar Prasad,
questioned Reddy on possible
censorship for television. 5

Reddy made it clear that !
while the Centre would not
bring in censorship for televi- .
sion, his ministry was consid-
ering a regulatory authority
to deal with all these issues.
The bill, though, is yet to take
final shape.

The government seems to
have been aware that middle-
class viewers have been wor-
ried about the effect violence
and sex would have on chil-

dren, who form a sizeable
chunk of TV viewership.

The ministry, therefore,
had arranged a round-table of
stake holders, including chan-

SN ITAN Em e s mm - — — _

nels, media heads, cable opera-
tor federations, NGOs, educa-
tionists and women and con-
sumer organisations, to finda
solution to the problem of con-
tent regulation.

The meeting yielded sever-
al suggestions, but all were
against censorship, preferring
self-regulation till a regulato-
ry body is in place.

Several media advocacy
groups suggested that remixes

of film songs, sometimes ac-
companied by lewd dancing,
must not be shown during
prime time.

The timings of adultshows
should be shifted to late at
night.

The 1&B minister said the
government had no definite
view yet on whether there
would be one “grand super
regulator” or separate ones.
“We are considering this as-

pect...” he said, adding the vio-
lation of the law “will be visit-
ed with some kind of punish-
ment”.

Reddy said action would
also be considered against
channels airing obscene pro-
grammes.

He said the government
had taken notice of some
“porn stuff” being shown in
the garb of sting operationson
some private channels andthe

ministry was considering tak- |

ing steps.
He said there was also an
advertisement code that

banned showing children in
any kind of obscene scenes.
Reddy also told the House
that in print and electronic
media, FDI inflows received
by the government between
January 2000 and December
2004 in the telecommunicati-
ons sector was Rs 540.89 crore.
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~Green light for
Sins release

Cn 4~

W G Y sepmacuma N%\q’?
New Delhi, Feb. 24: Director Vinod Pande’s Sins, a film that
has triggered protests from Christians across the country,
will not be banned despite an appeal by the National Commis-
sion for Minorities that the government review the film
again.

Sins, which reportedly tells the story of a priest who falls
in love with a woman, is slated for an all-India release tomor-
row. Catholic priests are not allowed to marry and must re-
main celibate after joining the Church. ,

Tarlochan Singh, the chairman of the commission, had
written to information and broadcasting minister S. Jaipal
Reddy to review the film after the archbishop of Delhi, Vin- !
cent Concessao, lodged a complaint. ‘

The government is relieved that the matter is now out of
its purview. The film’s producers had gone to Bombay High
Court to ensure that Sins is not banned. Today, the court
passed orders saying that the film can be screened.

Sins was passed by the censor board in July 2004, with four
cuts and an adult certification. The film’s producers ap-
proached the appellate tribunal, headed by a retired chief jus-
tice, asking for the cuts to be restored. The tribunal passed the
film in October, upholding the censor board’s decision on
three cuts but allowing one scene that had been deleted by the
censors to be retained. The high court has upheld the decision
of the appellate tribunal and said that Sins can be screened.

Singh admitted he had not seen the film but had written to
Reddy because the archbishop, a highly respected religious
leader, had filed a complaint before the commission. “No, I
had not asked the government to ban the film. All T had said in
my letter to the minister is for the ministry to take a second |
look at Sins and decide what should be done,” Singh said.
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Censormg television by another name?

It is disturbing that social activists and academics at a
conference convened by Information and Broadcasting
Ministry have allowed themselves to be convinced that a
regulatory body is needed to check violence and obscenity
on television. The small screen has been spared the scissors
which are applied for feature films leading to arguments and
counter-arguments on the purpose of censorship. In an era
of open skies, censorship is somewhat redundant; even in
practical terms the Indian censors have failed to ensure
meaningful adherence to guidelines throughout the country.
Inclusion of channel managers, advertisers, film-makers,
academics and social activists may not lead to the kind of
consensus that Jaipal Reddy expects after the proposed
authority is endorsed by Parliament. He himself argues for
self-regulation, which sounds more sensible. The same rep-
resentatives are seen i censor panels now headed by a
personality from the film industry. It has not solved the
problem. It has also not ensured that ruling parties and bu-
reaucrats do not have the final say when sensitive issues
Crop up.

The concern is over the poisoning of young minds by com-
mercial advertisements now aired on television, many of
which are seen to across the lakshman rekha. Television does
have evil influences: The question is whether the answer is a
regulatory authority which sets out to check violence and
obscenity but which holds the seeds of censorship of all
areas of broadcasting. News bulletins have been kept out of
the purview of the regulatory authority. But once the genie
is released, there is the chance of authority being abused.
Those with vested interests often tend to pursue slogans
rather than examine the ultimate consequences of acceding
to official control. It may be worthwhile to explore the use
of existing laws to check offenders. Scrutiny, in any case, can
take place at Mandi House. But there can be no case for
killing with a weapon that has becomes an evil in itself.
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/7 FIIS

Feb. 15. — The information and
broadcasting ministry has decided to
allow foreign institutional investors
~(FIIs) up to 26 per cent equity in
print and audio-visual news media.
Earlier, this concession was avail-
able to individual foreign investors.
A decision may come soon.

The information and broadcasting
minister, Mr S Jaipal Reddy, said the
decision of the previous NDA gov-
_ernment to allow FDI up to 26 per
cent but disallowing FIIs “was not
correct”. There was no reason to pre-

in

vent participation by Flls, he added.

In view of foreign funds not com-
ing contrary to expectations, an
impression has gained ground that
FlIs have the wherewithal to assess
the viability of a good investment.
Also, individual foreign players may
prefer to come through the FII
route, a source said.

When the NDA government for-
mulated the policy, it was generally
believed that FIIs may not be inter-
ested in investing in news in view of
the long gestation period and uncer-
tainties, leading to lots of risk.

It was also thought that individual

THE 574 TESHan
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print media and TV s~

invéstment would make it clear who
was interested and who were invest- |
ing. In the case of FllIs surrogate
investment was also possible, a
saurce said.

When asked to comment on
whether the Left would agree to
allow Flls, particularly as it had
raised the bogey of security issues
while objecting to the hike in foreign
equity in telecom, Mr Reddy said:
“Why should the Left object? The
equity cap was not being raised.”

He has already declared that the
government did not plan to raise the
foreign equity cap in this sector.
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CD case

toraise a |
storm in

v
House v,

{
HT Correspondent \A“
Jammu, February 12 N,

THE SENSATIONAL ‘&f
the porn CD allegedly featu-
ring former Miss Jammu
Anara Gupta is likely to cre-
ate a storm during the up-
coming Legislative Council
session, if the government
agencies fail to come up
with a White Paper on it.

The president of the Dog-
ra Sadar Sabha and mem-
ber, Legislative Council,
Gulchain Singh Charak sa-
id that the Anara Gupta CD
episode leading to her being
hauled up and the protract-
ed investigation has caused
ripples and resentment am-
ong the public in Jammu.

Charak told a Press meet
that “the inept handling of
the case and the underhand
tactics adopted have bro-
ught a slur on the govern-
ment machinery and inves-
tigating agencies in particu-
lar, besides the humiliation
caused to Jammuites.

Charak said that “if the
investigating agencies fai-
led to come up with a White
Paper on the entire episode,
the issue would be raised in
the coming State Legislative
Council session.”

“Who are the promoters
of the porn CD? Who are the
bigwigs and politicians and
bureaucrats actively invol-
ved in this trade of exploit-
ing the innocent women
folk?” He also asked what
steps have been taken to
check circulation of such
porno CDs in the market.

“What is the final outcome
of these two different foren-
sic tests, one in Hyderabad
and the other at the Chandi-
garh Forensic Science Labo-
ratory?,” Charak asked at
the Press conference.

On a query Gulchain
Singh Charak said that Do-
gra Sadar Sabha had not ra-
ised the issue earlier as it
wanted to give adequate
time to government agen-
cies to complete the investi-
gation and throw light on
the real picture.

But, with recent reports
of the two forensic lab tests
contradicting each other, it
is feared that the inyestiga-
tions are not gojrfg in the
right directiope
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Jammu, Februayy 11

THE CASE un—\
der which the
Jammu and |
Kashmir police |
sent a CD al- |
legedly featur-
ing Anara Gup- §
ta for testing to
the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory
(CFSL) in Chandigarh has noth-
ing to do with Anara.

After investigations by the
Hindustan Times, it was found
that the case against which Jam-
mu SSP Kamal Saini had dis-
patched the porn CD to Chandi-
.garh was registered against one
‘Krishan Singh, a resident of
‘Bari Barhmana, for allegedly
-selling pornographic material.
Anara Gupta is not mentioned
anywhere in the complete FIR.

While the police are
tightlipped over this particular
FIR, Krishan Singh told HT that
the police raided his shop on De-
cember 15, seized ail the CDs
there and booked him. "There
was no Anara CD in my shop
but there were some English
film CDs," he said.

After studying the porn CD 1
sent to them, scientists at CFSL |
concluded the girl in the film
was the former Miss Jammu.

Earlier, scientists at the Hy-
derabad-based Forensic Science
Laboratory had examined a po-
rn CD and concluded the wom-
an in the CD was not Anara. In
view of that report, the Crime
Branch had closed the case
against Anara last Friday. The
question is why the Jammu SSP
still probing the Anara case af-
ter the Crime Branch closed it.
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FOR A SATELLITE channel that broadcasts only
in Arabic, Al Jazeera's reach and influence ex-
tend far beyond its immediate audience. Since
September 11, 2001, when the United States
launched its “war on terror,” the network has
established itself worldwide as a credible coun-
ter to Western, especially American, news chan-
nels, some of which functioned as willing
accomplices of the Bush administration in
‘manufacturing consent’ for its international
policies. During the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in
March 2003, Al Jazeera, which had just then
launched its English language website, was
among the most searched for terms on the In-
ternet search engine Google. It not merely re-
fused to toe the Pentagon line on the war; it
often set a news agenda that media organisa-
tions worldwide scrambled to follow. So the re-
port that acting under U.S. pressure, the Qatar
Government, which funds Al jazeera, has fast-
tracked plans to sell the channel comes as no
surprise. The network has denied any hidden
U.S. hand in the proposed sale. Senior Bush ad-
ministration officials have publicly accused Al
Jazeera of airing “vitriolic, irresponsible kinds of
statements,” of “inciting violence,” and of “en-
dangering the lives of American troops” in Iraq.
In August 2004, the network’s Baghdad bureau
was shut down to “protect the Iraqi people.” For
all its boast of building democracies in West
Asia, the U.S. has desperately attempted to stifle
the sole independent news network in the re-
gion.

The real surprise is that the Emir of Qatar,
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani — who, in 1996, did
the people of the region the signal service of
founding Al Jazeera with Arabic broadcasting
professionals from the BBC — resisted the U.S.
all this while to keep the network functioning.
The chaydal is based in Doha, the capital of

(¢} TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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Qatar, and the Emir has been the idea)l, non-
interfering owner. Much before Al Jazeera fell
foul of the Bush administration, it antagonised
virtually every ruler in West Asia with its inquis-
itiveness, its factuality, and its exposure of
opaque and autocratic ways of governance.
Alone among media organisations in the region,
it continues to perform this role. The Emir, who
abolished Qatar’s Ministry of Information and
dismantled censorship soon after taking power
from his father in 1995, gave $140 million to
finance the network for five years, after which it
was supposed to start funding itself. In spite of
its massive following in the Arab world, the
channel has failed to acquire commercial viabil-
ity as advertisers, anxious not to rub the region’s
ruling elites the wrong way, kept away. Al Jazeera
has survived thanks to the Emir, to its spirited
stable of journalists, and to their resourcefulness
and cultivation of unusual sources. Unprofit-
ability might be a cause for the proposed sale but
it does appear that the Emir is no longer in a
position to rebuff the U.S. for the sake of free-
dom of expression.

The move to sell Al Jazeera raises worrying
questions about its future. Will it be able to con-
tinue presenting the news and views with the
same freedom it has so far enjoyed? A name re-
cently voted by marketing professionals as the
fifth most influential brand in the world should
have no dearth of potential buyers. Itis at least a
long shot that privatisation could turn out to be
a positive development for the network. That of

{

course will depend on who the buyer is. All those -

interested in the welfare of the peoples of the
Arab world will hope that Al Jazeera's next owner
will not trade its independence for profit, and
will maintain its reputation as a free and fearless
challenger to the domination of the world’s air-
waves by Western media organisations.

TRE NNDU
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Agencies
Kathmandu, February 6

A BBC stringer has “disappeared” after ques-
tioning by the army. Two top officials of a
Nepalese journalists’ body have been arrested.
The crackdown on the media, already hand-
cuffed by censorship, has got worse in the past
couple of days.

The International Federation of Journalists
said today that BBC representative Netra K.C.
had “disappeared” after being called to the
army barracks in Nepalgunj. It also said Tara

Nath Dahal, president of the Federation of.

Nepalese Journalists (FNJ) was arrested on
Saturday while trying to enter the UN offices to
seek asylum. Bishnu Nisthuri, FNJ general sec-
retary, was arrested a day before from his home.

BBC Radio’s World Service had broadcast

an interview with Maoist leader K.B. Mahara,
who was critical of Gyanendra for dismissing
the Deuba government. The BBC anchor had
mentioned its Nepal stringer by name. He also
mentioned that since phone lines were discon-
nected in Nepal, Netra K.C. was nipping
across the border into India to make calls.
Soon after that, there were reports that Netra
K.C. had gone missing.
Indian TV: Though Indian news channels
have been off the air since Gyanendra seized
power {while PTV, BBC and CNN have been
beaming as usual), the Nepalese army today
denied blocking Indian TV networks. Cable op-
erators may have “stopped the news channels
because of their own nationalistic feelings”, a
senior army officer said.

The government, however, forced schools
and colleges in Kathmandu to reopen and
warned of stern action against political par-
ties and Maoists if they called general strikes.
# More reports on Page (3

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

REUTERS

Nepalese soldiers stand guard outside the office
of Kantipur, Nepal’s largest privately-run pub-
lishing and broadcasting house, in Kathmandu.

Emppe by
[SREVECE RS Eas e

% Dethi has directed its border police not
to restrict entry of Nepalese leaders,
including Maoist leaders, fleeing their
country for fear of persecution by the
Nepalese army

#+ Many cadres of the Communist Party of
Nepal have slipped into Bengal, Bihar and
Jharkhand, where they could begin
extorting money from peopie, sparking
clashes with iocal Naxaiite groups, say
central security agencies

See Page 3

07 FeB 2008



Anam 1o

\

R
Rashpal Dasgotra ‘gyw ,
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FORMER MISS Jammu
Anara Gupta will file a
defamation case against the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
for falsely accusing her of
featuring in a pornographic
CD.

Speaking to Hindustan
Times, Anara’s brother Ku-
mar Sambhav said that she
has decided to file a case
against the state police for
forcing her to confess that
she had featured in the CD
and giving her a bad name
not only in the state but the
entire world.

“We are already fighting
a case against the state po-

Anara Gupta

lice for her illegal confine-
ment. Now we are filing an-
other case in which, we will
demand compensation for
defaming her,” he said.

“If Anara was not in the
CD then why did they tor-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Tile defamaﬁon ase

ture her and all of us. Wi lice for illegal confinement.

will demand compensation
from the police for not only
defaming Anara but also
the entire family,” said Raj
Rani, Anara’s mother.

Anara’s advocate Rahul
Pant said that his client has
already filed for compensa-
tion for illegal confinement
and they are currently col-
lecting documents to calcu-
late the losses of Anara and
her family after police
rounded her up. “We are
preparing to file a suit
against the police depart-
ment soon,” said Pant.

On December 8, Anara’s
family filed a writ petition,
demanding Rs 1 crore as
compensation from the po-

05 FEB 2005

The case is under trail
and the court has demanded
the status of Anara Gupta
from October 24 — the day
she was rounded up — to
November 3, the day of the
case was registered.

Crime Branch of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
closed the case against For-
mer Miss Jammu Anara
Gupta, accused of featuring
in a pornographic CD, in
the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court on Friday IG
Crime PK. Gupta said in-
vestigations had failed to es-
tablish prima facie evidence
against Anara. The court
was adjourned till February
17.
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Commumcatlons and Informa-
tion Technology Minister,
Dayanidhi Maran, today said
that the United Progressive Alli-
ance Government had drawn up
a national e-governance action
plan to ensure that all citizens
had access from their village to
economic opportunities within
the country and outside.
Inaugurating the three-day
8th National Conference on e-
governance here, Mr. Maran
said that the mission incorpo-
rated numerous mission mode
projects principally focussed on
improving service delivery to ci-
tizens and businesses. These
projects were being taken up by

N

the Centre and the States for im-
plementation in a phased man-
ner in the next three to four
years.

Although the conference was
an annual event, Mr. Maran said
that the current year’s focus was
on ‘Capacity Building.’ “Addi-
tional competencies would be
needed in areas such as per-
formance management, ac-
countability frameworks,
cooperation and collaboration
across departments and public-
private partnership
frameworks.”

Mentioning that technology
has become affordable, Mr. Ma-
ran said the myth that ICT was
for the rich had given away to an
understanding that they afford-
ed huge opportunities for the

al e-governance
& \an drawn up

economically weaker sections
of society as well. ‘

The Minister hoped that the
IT Kosks in villages, which
numbered about 8,000 at pre-
sent, would reach the one lakh
mark within 2-3 years. “If we
leverage e-governance appro-
priately, it can be done.” ‘

The Orissa Chief Minister,
Naveen Patnaik, said that with
the use of ICT tools the govern-
ment could provide services/to
common man in his own local-
ity ensuring efficiency, trans-
parency and reliability at an
affordable cost.

A number of IT majors and
delegate from the Centre and
different State governments and
industry are participating in the
conference.
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TelecaWDI cap raised to 74%

HT Corresponden
New Delhi, February 2

IGNORING opposition from the
Left parties, the government to-
day decided to increase the for-
eign direct investment limit in
the telecom sector from 49 per
cent to 74 per cent. Finance
minister P. Chidambaram said
the security-related concerns
articulated by the Left allies
had been adequately addressed.

All industry chambers — in-
cluding Ficci, Assocham, PHD-
CCI and Nasscom — hailed the
move; but the CPI(M) politburo
described it as “unfortunate”
and having “serious security

SAFEG@AR%-‘“

# Joint ventures with foreign
investment must declare
shareholding pattern details
twice a year

& Domestic partner to have
management control; most
directors to be Indians

@ Chairman, MD, CEO, chief
financial officer and chief
technical officer-to be Indian
residents

implications”. It said the party
would oppose the decision “both
inside and outside Parliament”.

To blunt the Left’s objections

Patna (above, centre) & Deepak Kumar of

FREE Kidnapped schoolboys Kislay Gupta of
Bhagalpur returned home on Wednesday

and acting on home minister
Shivraj Patil’s suggestions,
stringent norms have been put
in place for private telecom play-
ers. Joint ventures with foreign
investments must declare share-
holding pattern details at least
twice a year to the government.

To ensure the sway of the In-
dian partner, the new norms
stipulate the domestic partner
will have management control
and that the majority of board
directors will be Indians. The
chairman, managing director,
chief executive officer, chief fi-
nancial officer and chief tech-
nical officer will have to be In-
dian residents.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

~.BUT FAIR? The timing of the release — a day
before the Bihar polls — prompted the BJP to
allege an RJD-kidnapper nexus

PTI

(See P4)
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Telecom FDI niorms to set
off equity recast, IPOs "

Siddharth Zarabi
New Delhi, February 2 -
OVERNIGHT A new set of tough
conditions has been imposed on 411
private telecom service providels
in India. Analysts say the move
will increase appetite for smaller
outfits, as they can adapt to suit
the new conditions more easily.
Larger firms like Hutch and Idea
may have to make changes to ac-
commodate new clauses. “Many
operators have foreign personnel
in key positions. That and existing
equity structures will have to
change”, an official said.
Singapore Technologies Teleme-
dia and Telekom Malaysia Interna-
tional, the foreign shareholders in
Idea Cellular, said they will evaluate
the option to purchase additional
shares in the company, but will have
to meet the new norms. Idea is also
looking at an IPO in the near future.
Bharti Tele-Ventures will now
push ahead with its $ 240 million
ADR. “Its valuations will improve
further. Existing strategic in-

vestors are firmly in support and
will continue to be so”, analysts
added.

Joint MD Rajan Mittal said the
move would allow greater FDI in-
flows to fund the massive expan-
sion to reach 250 million telecom
users by 2007.

Hutchison’s Asim Ghosh said
the move was good for the Indian
consumer. The company is work-
ing on an IPO, which may see Indi-
an shareholders like the Ruias,
Analjit Singh and Uday Kotak
make a profitable exit. Incidental-
ly, Essar is believed to have taken
five new telecom licences for cir-
cles like Orissa recently.

The Tatas feel that the decision
will bring in more inflows. MD
Kishore Chaukar said investment
opportunities in India in the tele-
com sector would get higher prior-
ity with several potential investors
from the international business
and investment community. Both
Reliance and Tata’s CDMA tele-
com ventures do not have any for-
eign shareholders.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Friday’ makérs’ plea

Times News NETWORK G
\ '

New Delhi: The producers of Black Friday
the film based on a book on the 1993 serial
bomb blasts, could get no relief from the
supreme court on Monday.

The court rejected the plea for allowing
its release in theatres across the country
and asked the petitioner to move the Bom-
bay high court. The film was slated for re-
! lease on January 28. But a day before that,
the high court stayed the release on a peti-
tion by some accused in the bomb blasts
case. They contended that its release would
. prejudice their ongoing trial.

Dismissing the petition filed by Mid-Day
Multimedia Ltd, the producers of the
movie based on a book of the same title, the
apex court bench of Chief Justice R C La-
hoti and Justice G P Mathur observed that
it did not want to interfere with the HC’s in-
terim order.

While staying the release of Black Friday

on January 27, the high court had said its |
screening could influence public opinion
even though the producers had given an
undertaking before the designated TADA
court, which is trying the case, to display a
disclaimer, “not a true story”, before
screening of the film.

After the Mumbai TADA court allowed
screening of the movie, accused Mustaq
Moosa Tarani and others challenged its order
before the high court. The apex court noted
that the high court has fixed February 3 for
hearing the petition filed by the accused and
that its interim order was in force till then. It
asked the petitioner to appear before the high
court for modification of its interim order.

Black Friday was given censorship cer-
tificate on the condition that its makers
would insert a disclaimer right at the be-
ginning of the screening of the movie that
it was based on a book and did not impute
any innocence or guilt on any of the per-
sonalities depicted in the film.

THE TIMCS OF INDIA
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FOR\TH TELECOM sector, price cuts, and sub-
stantial ones at that, have become a familiar
routine that has seen domestic long distance
and international telephone call charges drop-
ping to just one-tenth of what they were ten
years ago. With the reduction in the access def-
icit charge announced by the telecom regulator
from February 1, call charges will drift even
lower. Mobile phone call rates, fancifully high
at over Rs.12 per minute for even a local call
when the service was introduced, are now
down to less than a rupee, among the lowest in
the world. Consumer response to the price cuts
has been appropriate: the number of mobile
subscribers has grown from zero to over 47 mil-
lion in just nine years.

It is such dramatic price-induced growth that
the Government would like replicated in the
Internet access business. In the 16 years that it
has been around, the Internet has not evoked
the kind of mass participation it was meant to.
Data from the National Readership Survey 2003

‘put/'the number of people using the Internet at
Jjugt over 9 million — the number put out by

asscom, the software industry’s apex body, is
uch higher at about 20 million — and they do
s0 largely from cyber cafes and workplaces
rather than from their homes. The minority that
does so from home or office uses dial up; only
0.3 million are connected by dedicated leased
lines, fewer by broadband. China, which
plugged into the Internet in 1994 (six years after
India did), has more than 95 million users, of
whom 25 million use a broadband connection.
Keen to re-write this dismal Indian scorecard,
the Communications and Information Tech-
nology Minister, Dayanidhi Maran, launched
last week a new broadband initiative by the two
public sector telecom units, lyzrat Sanchar Ni-
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gam Limited and Mahanagar Telecom Nigam
Limited. What they set off was a salvo of a kind
that rarely emanates from public sector units,
which typically have been conservative and
slow moving in a competitive situation. With the
promise of a minimum access speed of 256 kilo
bits per second at just Rs.500 a month, the ini-
tiative has set a new price benchmark for the
market. Not only has the going price been
halved, the minimum speed has been quadru-
pled from 64 kbps. To stay in the race, service
providers in the private sector need to match
the new offering, and that should set the stage
for a rapid expansion of the customer base.
Matching the growth of the mobile telephone
might still not be easy. Making Internet access
through broadband affordable is only one as-
pect of the challenge. Enhancing its utility is
equally important. Most users of the Internet in
this country still find e-mail the most valuable
offering, not all the content it has. The prime
reasons for the dissatisfaction are the inadequa-
cy of domestic content, especially entertain-
ment, on the web, and the paucity of material in
Indian languages. The potential is obviously
much larger in Indian languages; some satellite
television channels that started out in English
found their viewership multiplied once they
switched to Hindi. Much more institutional ef-
fort needs to go into getting computer operating
systems and browsers to support Indian lan-
guages, and porting material in print into the
web. Another pre-requisite for Internet connec-
tivity is the availability and widespread use of
personal computers. Their population in India
is still barely 13 million, the growth having been
stunted by the high cost of ownership, made
higher by taxes. Price cuts on computers may
also be needed to enlarge access to the Internet
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DON'T see any rationale in

the proposal to increase for-

eign equity in the print me-

dia. The present limit of 26
per cent has already given suffi-
cient participation to outsidersina
field where they should be least
welcome. They are not Indian citi-
zens and they have no stake in the
country’s ethos of responsible jour-
nalism. That some of our newspa-
per magnets have spoilt it by redu-
cing newspapers to a commodity
like soap or talcum power does not
mean that we have abandoned the
ethos. It may mean that discrimi-
nating readers have not yet as-
serted themselves.

When India became indepen-
dent its first prime minister, Jawa-
harlal Nehru, saw to it that all for-
eign-owned newspapers were
transferred to Indian hands. Not
only that, he had the Cabinet passa
resolution in 1955 banning foreign
participation in the print media. It is
comical that the Congress was the
first party to try and change the res-
olution. Some 12 years ago, the PV
Narasimha Rao government set
up a committee to go into the
question of foreign participation.
Congress ministers Manmohan
Singh, Pranab Mukherjee and
N.KP. Salve were members of that
committee and it decided to allow
foreign investment in the print me-
dia and undo Nehru’s legacy. I re-
member meeting Salve on behalf
of the Editors Guild of India at that
stage. With great difficulty I was
able to persuade him to postpone
the implementation of the com-
mittee’s recommendations until
after the elections, which were due
afew months from then. The Con-
gress never returned to power to
implement the decision. The BJP-
led government did so.

It is, however, ironical that the
decision to open the door to for-
eign investment was announced
on June 25-26, the dates when the
emergency was imposed 27 years
ago. It was an interregnum when
the press was gagged, free infor-

# KuLbip NAYAR

Raising foreign equity in the
« | print media will undermine
.~ |Indian democracy

\Q\
w9 -

mation blacked out and an array of
journalists detained without trial.
The BJP-led government, which
approved the 26 per cent equity,
never saw the writing on the wall.
The press was responsible for its
recent defeat. Most newspapers
never liked the dangers to which
they were exposed because of for-
eigners who might have their own
axe to grind. Freedom of expres-
sion was guaranteed under the
Constitution to the Indian citizens,
not to outsiders.

Strangely, the BJP-led govern-
ment had assured the nation at the
beginning of its tenure that it
would not allow foreign entry in
newspapers or current affairs mag-
azines. But it went back on that

Indian newspapers. Some of them
have already acquired equity in a
fewnewspapers.

It is more than a coincidence
that the BJP-led government op-
ened the print media to foreigners
through an order itissued after the
Gujarat carnage. Was it because
the press had vehemently criticised
the party? With 26 per cent share,
NRI stake-holders will have aveto
power on the board of a newspa-
perand can influence it. Maybe the
Vajpayee government felt that this
was one way to chastise the press
which was critical of it.

Suppose some terrorist outfit
abroad acquires shares in a news-
paper under a false name and have
Indians as their editors and man-

In India, the printed word is sacrosanct.

People’s faith in what appears in print is

overwhelming. That is why newspapers
cannot be compared with TV

promise. Foreign newspapers ben-
efitted considerably "under the
NDA government. Today, they are
bringing out Indian editions of
their publications. Nehru was so
particular that he did not allow the
New York Times to print the paper
in India. They can now print here
and also have their own editorial
content. They have theiragendaor
politics and are generally opposed
to our point of view. In fact, some
foreign papers are said to be con-
sidering bringing out their own
publications. One only hopes that
they are not in Indian languages.
Still more disconcerting is the
“anxiety” of NRIs to buy shares in

agers? In the hawala case, there
was an Indian as the kingpin. He
was the one who was behind fi-
nancing terrorists in Kashmir and
in some other parts of India. The
government’s proposal to enhance
foreign equity further is fraught
with dangers, the consequences of
which may harm the nation. This
may also have disturbing implica-
tions for the quality of democratic
discourse in India.

I may not like it, but I can un-
derstand the government bringing
foreign capital 1o a tield which re-
quires high-grade technology.
There is no such justification in the
case of the print media. The Indian

-~ Read the small print

press has the best of machines. Our
journalists are inferior to none.
What is foreign capital supposed
to do except interfere in the run-
ning of newspapers? It looks as if
the government’s agenda is differ-
ent. The whole operation hasbeen
mounted without any public de-
bate. That was the case when the
BJP-led government decided to al-
low 26 per cent foreign equity and
that s the case now, when the Con-
gress-led government wants to en-
hance the quantum. Not surpris-
ingly, the ministry of information
and broadcasting, always willing
for a hatchet job, has been made
the authority to permit invest-
ments in the print media.

There is an argument that
when TV channels have notbeen
stopped from having foreign in-
vestment, there is no reason why
the print media should be. News-
papers fall in a different category.
TV discussions are like fleeting
pictures and make very little im-
pression on viewers. The printed
word is taken far more seriously.
Readers digest articles, mull over
the problems discussed, and then
make up their mind. In India, the
printed word is sacrosanct. Peo-
ple still say: woh akhbar mein
nikla tha (it appeared in the news-
paper). Their faith in what ap-
pears in print is overwhelming.
That is why newspapers cannot
be compared with TV.

Why is this Congress-led gov-
ernment — despite having the Left
as an ally — suddenly thinking of
increasing foreign equity? What
could be the reasons? One could
be the pressure of the World Bank
which is promoting globalisation
without concern about the harm it
is causing in various developing
countries. Another reason could
be the anxiety of the ruling estab-
lishment to ensure that the press is
no longer a profession but an in-
dustry. But what about the govern-
ment’s supposed commitment to
strengthening democracy? That,
obviously, is no longer a priority.
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Dem(gcratlc deficit

5" Freedom of information still hang‘l\m

emocracy is not just about voting, widespread access to
mformatmn is a prerequisite to an effective exercise of
democracy. Less than widely recognised in India, there
seems little point voting if one doesn’t know what one is vot-
ing for. Sweden enacted freedom of information laws 2 cou-
;%le of centuries ago, other rich countries have followed suit.
he latest to join the bandwagon is the UK, from whose ear-
lier Official Secrets Act our bureaucracy derives its ethos of
obsessive secrecy. They now have a Freedom of Information
Act, with an independent tribunal to hear appeals in case
information is delayed or refused. Instituting such an act in
India would be key to switching from a Fabian socialist mo-
del of governance to a liberal democratic model, as informa-
tion about what the government is doing should not come as
a favour to the governed. It is glibly assumed that corruption
in India is beyond redemption, that it has become a second
nature. What the political class doesn’t want to tell us is that
there are more prosaic reasons. Where our revenues and ex-
penditures are not transparent, corruption breeds widely.
A Freedom of Information Act that was proposed in 2002
lacked teeth. There were, for instance, no penalty clauses,
nor an independent regulatory authority in case requests for
information are denied. A draft put forward by the National
Advisory Council, which suggests the appointment of auto-
nomous information commissioners with S-year terms, ap-
pointed by the President at the Centre and Governors in sta-
tes, is a better proposal. The legislation, however, is hanging
fire in Parliament. It remains to be seen whether vested in-
terests succeed in scuttling the Act in the form put forward
by the NAC. Objections have been filed emphasising that
staff have to be diverted to the maintenance of these new
records. This is specious. It can be nobody’s case that the
vast armies of government employs are dangerously over-
worked, and a little more will make them keel over. Costs
will be minuscule, much less than we spend on elections. In
any case given that public access to information will pay for
itself many times over, it is difficult to agree that costs are a
factor.
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ndia gains a
domain, shlfts
to India.in’

HT Correspondent Vw*”
New Delhi, January 6

INDIA HAS acquired a national
identity in the web world. On
Thursday, the government for-
malised the .in domain name for
Indian entities, which will go a
long way in keeping internet
traffic within India. This will
enable Indians to have the option
of choosing a .in domain name
rather than a .com registration.
Spearheading the Brand India
campaign, the minister for com-
munications & IT, Dayanidhi
Maran, said: “The objective of
creating a .in registry is to make
the .in domain registration easi-
er, faster and more transparent
and reflect India’s global domi-
nance in the IT field.” — { |
With the accreditation of four
entities — Direct 1, Good \Luck
Domains, Net4India and Online
NIC — asregistrars, the ministry
has facilitated the adoption of the
“.co.in” and “.org.in” domain reg-
istrations. Applicants can now
get registered online in 24 hours.
The .in domain names have
been made available by the Na-
tional Internet Exchange of In-
dia promoted by the IT depart-

ment and Internet Service:

Providers Association of India.

Maran today presented a reg-
istration certificate to Hindus-
tan Times. The certificate recip-
ients included Tata group’s
Ratan Tata, Bharti group’s Sunil
Mittal, Hindustan Times group’s
vice chairperson Shobhana
Bhartia, N. Ram of The Hindu
and Aroon Purie of the India To-
day group.

This newspaper will soon
make the change-over from the
hindustantimes.com  to  the
hindustantimes.in domain name.

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES
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THE NEWLY LIBERALISEDqorms for registra-
tion of ‘.in’ Internet domain names that came
into effect on January 1, 2005 represent another
welcome step forward in India’s quest for a na-
tional identity in cyberspace. For a variety of
reasons the Internet has not realised its full
potential in the country, although it has attract-
ed a user base of nearly five million and has
tremendous scope for e-governance, education,
and e-commerce. The record of web domains
registered with the “.in’ suffix is quite under-
whelming: approximately 7,000 such registra-
tions have been made so far, an
inconsequential drop in an ocean comprising
60 million domain names worldwide. The gen-
erally poor response to the ‘.in’ country code
Top Level Domain {ccTLD) has been attributed
to a rigid bureaucracy, complicated procedures
laid down by the registering authority, and,
most important, the absence of any perceived
benefit accruing from an Indian domain.
Registering an Indian presence has finally be-
come easier for all. The Union Communications
Ministry’s liberalisation of the relevant norms
signals its recognition of the need for a more
efficient system that is truly international in
character. Under the revamped scheme, it will
be possible for anyone to register a “.in’ domain,
including one with a prefix such as .co.in, .or-
g.in, or .net.in, through one of the registrars
accredited by the newly constituted INRegistry
of the Government. It is important that the
credibility of such a process is, especially in the
Indian context, complemented by the ease of
use that has come to characterise the Internet.
Other domains such as .com and .net remain
very popular to this day because they can be
registered online using nothing more complex
than a credit card. The revised minimum fees of
Rs.250 and Rs.500 for different categories of do-
mains have been well received. The registration

process is open initially to owners of trademarks
and salesmarks who can opt for the ‘“.in’ suffix
until January 21 during a “sunrise period,” after
which others including individuals can apply.

If the Internet has to make significant strides,
as the Communications Ministry thinks it will,
more needs to be done to upgrade the quality of |
information technology infrastructure. A reduc-
tion in domestic bandwidth prices is a prereq-
uisite for both content development and
consumer access. The global Internet experi-
ence makes it amply clear that a mere web pres-
ence in a widely accepted domain is no
indication of success. In the matter of devel-
oping content, the new medium — for all its
openness, accessibility and reach — has been
left largely untapped by universities, scientific
institutions, public sector organisations, and
government departments in India. This serious
weakness has to be addressed in the same
proactive spirit that has guided the simplifica-
tion of the domain name registration procedure.
A calibrated policy to expand the base of servers
to host the “.in’ domains and the availability of
domestic and international bandwidth to meet a
rise in Internet traffic will encourage institu-
tions, big and small, to exploit the potential of
the new medium for content development. The
reliability of server farms in the United States —
with safeguards against power outages, disas-
ters, and cybercrime — has attracted many Indi-
an companies and even official agencies to host
their websites from that country. Many other
nations are emulating the American example
and developing infrastructure to attract new
business. India’s own modest start with the Na-
tional Internet Exchange of India is laudable. It
promises a better browsing experience and a cut
in bandwidth demand by reducing the traffic
that it routed to and from servers abroad — for
accessing Indian content.
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