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“}(\. Atest for modern Islam }ustlce

His Majesty Faisal Ibn Abdullah Ibn Muhammad Al-Saud
of Arabia faces a decisjon that holds the future of the
Islamic world in balance. He opened last week’s meeting of
the Organization of Islamic Countries in Mecca, saying: “It
bleeds the heart of a believer to see how this glorious
civilization has fallen from the height of glory to the ravine
of frailty and how its thoughts were hijacked by devilish and
criminal gangs that spread havoc on earth”. He has called
upon Islamic jurisprudence to “fulfil its historic role of
combating extremism”. He has called for greater
educational efforts to promote tolerance. “Developing the
curriculumis essential to building a tolerant Muslim identity
... and to having a society that rejects isolation.” King
Abdullah as the head of the House of Saud is the Keeper of
the Holy Places of Islam, and his calls in favour of education
and against all extrémism are crucial signals of the
crossroads_that Islam faces today. Which road Islam shall
_ take may well be signalled by what the King decides in
regard to the grant of mercy to a 34 year old worker from_
India, Abdul Lateef Naushad, father of two, the sole
breadwinner in his family back home in Kerala.

In 2003, Naushad was evidently involved in a brawl wnh
a local Saudl man which resulted in the latter’s eye getting
injured. Some weeks later, the man unfortunately jost sight
in that eye. Now a lower court has ruled Naushad should
- lose one of his eyes..The case has been referred to an
appeals court in Riyadh. In Hadith, compens*ition for
wounds that do not prove fatal (Qisas fi-ma dun al-nafs) is
applicable only when wounds have been inflicted deliber-
ately and illegally. It excludes the wounding of someone in
self-defence, and it is even permitted to strike a man in the
eyes or throw something into his eyes if, e.g., he has forced
his way into another’s house.

The matter is entirely one of justice within the Umunabh,
though the whole world shall be looking to see what Saudt
Arabia does. The Prophet of Islam said the blood of all the
faithful is of equal value regardless of their coloui or race.
What King Abdullah must ensure and be seen to ensure by
the whole world is that his Kingdom is not racist where one
law prevails for Saudis or fair-skinned American and
European Muslims and another for dark-skinned Muslims
from Kerala, Karachi or Kuala Lumpur. There is no
evidence Naushad inflicted any deliberate or illegal wound
upon the man who tragically came to lose sight in one eye.
We jein the Government of India in appealing to King
Abdullah to show mercy. His Majesty’s enlightened words at
the OIC are consonant with those of the wise Moulavi
Cheragh Ali who in the 1880s while trying to reform the
Ottoman Empire said: “The name of Mohammad was
abused to support all manner of lies and absurdities, or to
satisfy the passion, caprice or arbitrary will of tlie despotis,
leaving out of consideration the creation of -any
standards of test.” By any criteria of Islamic justice in the
modern world, Naushad should not be made to pay an
inhuman unjust price. .
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‘Vienna meet to examine
Islam’s global course

Conference of scholars, leaders to focus on outburst of Muslim anger

VIENNA (AUSTRIA): Recent dis-
plays of Muslim anger — from
the seething housing projects
outside Paris to the biggest
Arab groundswell against Al-
Qaeda — will likely sharpen
the focus of a three-day gath-
ering of political figures, schol-
ars and researchers which
began here on Monday.

Muslim leaders, including

Iraq’s President and an Ira-
nian Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, have been asked to share
their visions on Islam’s global
roles and responsibilities.

The streets have sent their
own powerful messages, with
recent riots across France
fanned by Muslim frustration
and marches in Jordan against
terrorism.

Contact with moderates

The conference, hosted by
Austria’s Foreign Ministry, al-
$o suggests more European
Union contacts with moderate
Muslim forces, as well as ef-
forts by Austria to reshape its
image in the Islamic world af-
ter raising the strongest ob-
jections to Turkey’s bid to join
the E.U. Austria takes over the
six-month E.U. presidency on
January 1.

“This conference ... really
highlights not only the prob-
lems but also ways how to live
together and to coexist and to
find the right avenues for mu-
tual understanding and coex-
istence,” said Ralph Scheide,
director for West Asia and
Africa in Austria’s Foreign
Ministry. The expected speak-

Spotlight on relations with Islamic world
In the wake of widescale riots in France, political and religious leaders

from around the world are meeting In Vienna to discuss tensions between
Muslims and other communities. Islam is Evrope's fastest growing religion,
the largest minority, and numbers are expectéd to double within a decade

MUSLIMS IN EUROPE

EUROPEAN UNION
% Mustims:

IRELAND
0.5% 19,150
BELGIUM
13.5% 364,000
[FrancE

8.3% 5 million
PoRTUGAL |
0.4% 35,000

SPAIN
2.4% 1 million

Source: U.S. State Dapartment

ITALY
1.8% 1 million

LUXEMBOURG |
1.4% 6,000}

GERMANY ‘
14.9% 4 million

AUSTRIA
4.2% 339,000

SLOVENiA
2.4% 47,000 B

SWITZERLAND ‘
1 4.3% 311,000 L

GREEC ‘

4.1% 450,000 J}
© GRAPHIC NEWS

ers include two leaders
brought to power by U.S.-led
military campaigns: Afghan
President Hamid Karzai and
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani.
They were asked to talk on Is-
lam’s ability to interact with
different faiths and ideologies
in a world of melting borders
and interwoven interests. But
they also could draw attention
to a dark side of globalisation:

VR naCU

the international networks of
Islamic radicals that feed mil-
itancies in Iraq and Afghan-
istan and create a growing list
of places hit by terrorism —
most recently the triple bomb-
ings in Amman, Jordan, on
Wednesday that claimed at
least 57 lives.

Also expected at the confer-
ence was Iranian human rights
attorney Shirin Ebadi, winner

o
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of the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize,
and Mohammad Khatami, the |
former President of Iran. Mr.
Khatami, who ended eight
years in office in June, brought |
a period of liberalising reforms
in Iran, encouraged greater
contacts with the West and
challenged the absolute au-
thority of Iran’s ruling clerics.

Increasing interaction

His successor, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, is backed by the
theocracy, and critics fear he
could roll back many of Mr,
Khatami’s social initiatives and
take a harder line in negotia-
tions with the West over Iran’s
nuclear ambitions. Last month,
Mr. Ahmadinejad provoked in-
ternational outrage after call-
ing for Israel to be “wiped off
the map.”

Iran was even caught off
guard by criticism from stal-
wart ally Russia — another ex-
ample of the old order being
reshaped by new rules. “In a
globalised world, there are in-
creasing points of contact be-
tween cultures and
civilisations,” said Austria’s
Foreign Minister Ursula Plass-
nik.

The French riots have forced
European Governments to
look hard at complaints from
Muslim immigrants about be-
ing denied opportunities and
rights.

France imposed a state of
emergency on Wednesday that
empowers regions to impose
curfews and conduct house
searches. — AP
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Nov. 11, — The devastating
Amman hotel attacks were
carried out by four Iraqi
suicide bombers, including
a husband and wife team,
Al-Qaida in Iraq claimed
yesterday.

The statement in the
name of the insurgent gro-
up, which identified those
who carried out the blasts,
came as more than 120
people were arrested in
Jordan in a series of securi-
ty sweeps. In an unusual
move the group led by
Jordanian-born Abu Mu-
sab al-Zarqawi gave what is
alleged to be a detailed
account of the deadly oper-
ation. The four who blew
themselves up, killing 57
others, were named as Abu
Khabib, Abu Muaz, Abu
Omaira and Om Omaira. It
said “they vowed to die and
chose the shortest route to
receive God’s blessings.”

The authenticity of the
claim could not be indepen-
dently verified. But it was
posted on a site normally
used by Al-Qaida in Iraq. It
said the attacks were in
response to “ the conspira-
cy against the Sunnis whose
blood and honour were
shed by Crusaders and the
Shi’ites”. It was also “ reve-
nge for the Sunnis in Qai-
m”, a reference to an offen-
sive launched in that area.

The “martyrdom lovers
and heavenly yearners” had
selected the three targeted
hotels after “ a month of
surveillance and informa-
tion gathering” and wore
explosive belts “in order to
achieve greater accuracy in
hitting the target....

Those who executed the
plan were able to enter the
sites after passing through
all the security measures of
which the descendants of
the traitor's [ the
Hashemite dynasty of King
Abduliah 11 ] were boast-
ing.”

Abu Khabib, described
as the leader of the group,
detonated his device at the
SAS Radisson.

— The Independent



Anierican | occupation and the rise of Al-Qaeda

Atul Aneja

Y ALL accounts, American forcds bat-

tling a determined uprising have been

bogged down in Iraq. After a brief lull,

violence in and around Iraq has surged
dramatically. A day after American forces called
off their assault on Husaybiah, a town along the
Irag-Syria border they said was an Al-Qaeda
stronghold, a suicide bomber blew himself up in
a restaurant in Baghdad. At least 30 persons
were killed and 19 wounded in the strike on
Thursday. Iraqi police forces have been known
to frequent the restaurant.

Witnesses said the explosion in the city centre
was so powerful it could be heard several kilo-
metres away. The attack came after the Iraqi
wing of Al-Qaeda claimed in an online statement
that it would avenge the attack by the United
States on Husaybiah. For five days an estimated
30,000 Iraqi and U.S. troops backed by aerial
support had pounded the town. The U.S. claimed
Husaybiah was the nerve centre for smuggling in
weapons and Islamist militants across the bor-
der from Syria.

And, for the first time since the U.S. invasion
of Iraq, a spate of bombings has rocked Jordan’s
capital Amman. Serial blasts shook three Amer-
ican-owned hotels, causing massive casualties. It
is estimated that 57 people have been killed in
the near-simultaneous explosions at the Grand
Hyatt, Radisson, and Days Inn hotels. Nearly
300 people, mostly Jordanians, were injured.

Al-Qaeda in Iraq, led by Jordan-born Abu Mu-
sab Al-Zarqawi, has claimed responsibility for
the attack. “A group of our best lions launched a
new attack on some dens .. After casing the
targets, some hotels were chosen which the Jor-
danian despot turned into a backyard for the
enemies of the faith, the Jews and Crusaders,”
the statement, on a website usually used by the
group, said.

“Let the tyrant of Amman know that his pro-

CARTOONSCAPE

n \f)/\\ ¥ Two-and-a half years of U.S. rule has converted

Iraq into an Al-Qaeda hub, which has now
begun to radiate violence and extremism

in the region.

tection ... for the Jews has become a target for
the Mujahideen and their attacks, and let him
expect the worst,” it added. This is not the first
time the group has launched an attack in Jordan.
In August, three rockets were fired at U.S. navy
ships in the Jordanian port of Aqaba.

The targeting of Jordan has not come as a
surprise. Amman has been the chief U.S. ally in
the region in its occupation of Iraq. U.S. person-
nel including private “security contractors”
transit through Amman in order to travel to Iraq.
The United Nations also has a strong presence in
Amman ever since Al-Qaeda demolished its Ca-
nal hotel headquarters in Baghdad in August
2003. Apart from providing logistical support,
Jordan has been known to provide the occupa-
tion forces with intelligence. Britain has been
training Jordanian Special Forces since 1997.

Islamist extremists resent Jordan for yet an-
other reason. Along with Egypt, Jordan is the
only other Arab nation that has signed a peace
treaty with neighbouring Israel. Its security sit-
uation becomes all the more wobbly as a major-
ity of its population is of Palestinian origin. The
outskirts of Amman are dotted with a string of
refugee camps where Palestinians displaced
during the previous Arab-Israeli wars reside.
Israeli high-handedness against the Palestinians
therefore raises domestic tensions inside Jor-
dan.

The two-and-a half years of U.S. presence has
converted Iraq into an Al-Qaeda hub, which has
now begun to radiate violence and extremism in
the region. It is estimated that nearly 80 per cent

of Al-Qaeda’s organisation was destroyed during
the U.S. attack on Afghanistan following the de-
struction of the World Trade Centre in Septem-
ber 2001.

However, the indiscriminate bombings in Fal-
lujah last year, the Abu Ghraib prisoners’ abuse
scandal, and the obvious pro-Israeli bias in the
way Washington tackles the Israel-Palestine
question have led to the infusion, and then con-
solidation, of Al-Qaeda in Iraq.

There is now a consensus among Arab, Eu-
ropean, and American intelligence agencies that
Iraq has replaced Afghanistan as the centre for
training a second generation of jihadis. It is ar-
gued that the largest concentration of Al-Qaeda
operatives is no longer in Pakistan, Yemen or
Saudi Arabia, but in Iraq.

Fawaz A. Gerges, author of The Far Enemy:
Why Jihad Went Global points out that “Amer-
ica’s imperial endeavour [in Iraq] has given them
fAl Qaeda] a new opening to make inroads, if not
into mainstream Arab hearts and minds, into a
large pool of outraged Muslims from Middie
East and elsewhere, including uprooted, young,
European-born Muslims, who want to resist
what they perceive as the U.S.-British onslaught
on their coreligionists.”

With its base in Iraq, Al Zarqawi’s group ap-
pears to be pursuing two core objectives. First, it
wishes to send back jihadis trained in Iraq to
their home bases in West Asia and Europe. Sec-
ondly, it seeks to overthrow Arab governments
as a step towards establishing the Caliphate — a
goal Osama bin Laden has also espoused.

| RAQ:
OlL-FOR-FOOD
PROGRAMME

Estimates of Al-Qaeda’s numerical strength in
Iraq have varied, with the Americans estimating
that there are 1,000 Arab fighters under Al Zar-
qawi’s command. A biographer of the Jordanian
has, however, claimed the group has 5,000 full-
time fighters, backed by 20,000 local supporters.
Despite these numbers, it is estimated that the
Iraqiresistance in nearly 90 per cent indigenous.

Sunni-Shia tensions

The open U.S. support for the Shias following
the occupation has led to simmering tensions
between Sunnis and Shias, which have had an
impact beyond Iraq’s borders. Sunnis, who have
been leading the resistance, fear the new consti-
tution of Iraq, scripted by the Americans, aims to
deny them access to the country’s oil. Most of
the oil lies in Shia-dominated southern Iraq and
the Kurdish north. Both the Shias and the Kurds
have made it clear that they intend to carve out
autonomous zones in their areas. Iragi Sunnis
have interpreted the move as a means to dis-
possess them of the country’s wealth.

The fault lines between Sunnis and Shias in
Iraq can get exacerbated as both the communi-
ties now have well-established militias. The
Shias, for instance, have the Badr corps — an
armed wing of the Supreme Council for Islamic
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), which was once
headquartered in Iran. Besides, Shia cleric Mog-
tada al-Sadr has his Mehdi army, which has re-
volted twice against the U.S. occupation. The
Mehdi army has emerged as a powerful force
that controls the streets in many Shia centres
and helps provide de facto local level
administration

In addition, there have been reports that the
U.S. military has cultivated some armed groups
directly. These include the Iraqi Freedom
Guard, which has recruited a large number of
Shias from the south. They have been deployed
against Sunnis in Anbar province, the hub of the
resistance to the U.S. occupation.

The Americans have also had dealings with
the Peshmerga — a Kurdish force that has its
strongholds in northern Iraq. The Peshmerga’s
close association with the Americans has already
pitted it against the Sunnis. Kurdish-Sunni rela-
tions were greatly damaged earlier when Pesh-
emrga fighters fought alongside U.S. troops in
the Sunni stronghold of Fallujah last year.

Shia militias now control the strategic south-
ern Iraqi city of Basra, which is close to Iraq’s
southern oil fields.

Sunni apprehensions, about their political
and economic marginalisation in Irag, have al-
ready found support in Sunni-dominated Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and Jordan. In the region, Shia
domination in Iraq is seen as shadow of Iran’s
growing influence. These fears have grown after
Iran announced its intent to build an oil pipeline
from Basra to its oil city of Abadan. It is also
considering establishing a rail link from Basra to
Khorramshahr, a port 10 kilometres north of
Abadan. Besides, Iran’s newly elected President,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, has said Iraqgis could
use Iranian ports for trade.

The growing sectarianism in the region has
already damaged relations between Saudi Arabia
and Iran. Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud
al-Faisal has blamed U.S. policy for deepening
sectarian tensions in Iraq, and for effectively
handing over the country to Iran. Jordan’s King
Abdullah IT has gone public in airing his fears
about the rise of a Shia crescent in the region.

Many analysts are of the view that the growing
sectarian divide in Iraq will have a ripple effect
in Bahrain, which has a dominant Shia pop-
ulation, but is ruled by a Sunni monarchy, as well
as the oil-rich eastern provinces of Saudi Arabia,
which have a significant Shia presence. Lebanon
is also likely to be vulnerable as the pro-Syria
and pro-Iran Hezbollah militia exercises sub-
stantial influence there.

There is no denying the West Asia, following
the U.S. invasion of Iraq, is undergoing a major
transformation. But far from becoming stable,
democratic, and liberal, the region appears to be
sliding into anarchy.
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Al-Qaida owns up to blasts

Nov. 10. — Homegrown
extremist Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi’s militants, part of
the Al-Qaida terror group
issued an Internet claim of
responsibility today for
three suicide bomb attacks
on Western hotels that
killed at least 56 people.

It was a bloody, cruel
message to the Plucky Li-
ttle King Mark 2. Help the
Americans, train their Ira-
gqi policemen, entertain

their Special Forces offi-’

cers and you will be a new
target of Al-Qaida. Not
that new, of course. But 67
dead — most of them
Jordanians — is a devastat-
ing blow to the man who
once ran the supposedly
“elite” Jordanian Special
Forces and who is now king
of that little sandpit which
Winston Churchill created
and called “Jordan”.

Women moum the death of their
relatives in the attacks in
Amiman on Thursday, — AFP

Jordanian Prime Min-
ister Mr Adnan Badran
ordered schools and gov-
emment offices closed to-
day after the deadly blasts
that rocked the city. Jordan

FHE 51 ATESMAN

Iruq |oience

BAGHDAD, Nov. 10. — Two
attacks on Iragi security forc-
es one at a restaurant favo-
ured by police, at 9:45 a.m
and another on an army
recruiting centre left at least
40 people dead. — AP

today said it had arrested
several suspects over the
bombings. Police contin-
ued a broad security lock-
down and authorities sent
DNA samples for testing to
identify the attackers. Land
borders were reopened
after being closed for near-
ty 12 hours.

Meanwhile US President
Mr George W Bush and
UN Secretary-General Mr
Kofi Annan today joined
world leaders in condemn-
ing the “cowardly attacks”
in Jordan. Hundreds of
Jordanians took to the str-
eets of their capital today,
shouting “Burn in hell,

Abu-Musabal-Zarqawi.
“Death to al-Zarqawi, the
villain and the traitor,”
shouted the angry crowd.
The Amman protest was
organised by Jordan’s 14
professional and trade
unions made up of both
hard-line Islamic groups
and leftist political organi-
sations — traditionally a

vocal critic of King
Abdullah’s moderate and
pro-western policies.

Government spokesman
Mr Bassel Tarawneh said
the victims included 15 Jor-
danians, one Saudi, one
Palestinian, five Iragis, thr-
ee Chinese, one Indone-
sian and 30 others not yet
identified.

Azahari dead: Family

The family of the terror
suspect, Azahari bin Husin
killed by police in Indo-
nesia, is resigned to his
death adds a AP report.
— The Independent

14 NpY 2005
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New Delhi, October 3l

A CITY court on Monday awarded death sentence
to Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Tayyeba militant Mo-
hammad Arif, alias Ashfaq, for “waging or at-
tempting to wage war against the Government of
India” and Killing two army personnel and one
civilian by carrying out an attack on the Red Fort
in December 2000.

Two close conspirators, Nazir Ahmed Qasid and
his son Farooq Ahmed Qasid, who were also held
guilty of waging war against the state and crimi-
nal conspiracy along with Ashfaq, were awarded
life imprisonment. Special Judge O.P, Saini said, “I
direct that Ashfaq shall be hanged by neck till he is
dead. This is a case where life imprisonment would
be inadequate and ends of justice would be served
only by awarding death sentence.”

Terming the crime as “rarest of rare”, Saini
said, “Such dastardly acts are being committed
with increased frequency these days in which
many people are being killed with impunity. This
needs to be curbed with a heavy hand. Death sen-
tence is one such deterrent measure.”

Ashfaq has also been sentenced to life imprison-
ment under the Explosives Substances Act, 10-
years’ RI for conspiring to wage war and seven-
years’ RI each for cheating and forgery, and a five-
year jail term under the Foreigners Act. All pun-
ishments will run concurrently.

The other four convicts — Ashfaq’s wife
Rehmana Yousuf Farooqui (held guilty of harbour-
ing him), Babar Mohsin Baghwala, Sadaqat Ali and
Matloob Alam — were all sentenced to seven-years’
rigorous imprisonment.
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Season Of Shocks, Blame Games Take All By Storm

Our Political Bureau

T NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER
HE government has held
I jehadi outfits controlled
by sections of - Pakistani
establishment responsible for
the attack on Delhi. Although
the Centre refrained from mak-
ing public its assessment, gov-
ernment managers told the
Union Cabinet this evening that
they bave clear evidence to sug-
gest the- involvement of Pak-
istan-controlled jehadis in the
terror outrage.

“We have enough leads to
build on,” Union home minister
Shivraj Patil is believed to have
told the Cabinet. The latter re-
solved to use all its might to
thwart jehadi subversion.
Sources said the decision not to
point accusing fingers at the
Lashkar’s handlers in the
Rawalpindi establishment was
prompted by its anxiety to keep
the tenuous peace process on
track. But the Cabinet read the

sympathy sound bytes from Is-
lamabad as a ploy to tell the
world that it — currently en-
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Policeman inspecting a dustbin at a sweet shop in Gole market
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area during red alert in Delhi on Sunday. — PTI

gaged in the reconstruction of a
quake-devastated couniry —
has no role in the blasts.

But, the latest jehadi attack on
the Capital is sure to cut out the
romantic piffle in the Indo-Pak
talks. The government can be
expected to be tough in future
interactions with the neighbour.
In any case, an Opposition attack

on the governiment's internal se-
curity track record, in the wake
of the Delhi serial blasts, will
leave it with little space to offer

concessions to Islamabad.

Party leaders, who held a se- |
ries of crisis management meet-
ings, are drawing satisfaction as
the jehadis did not succeed in

fomenting religious conflict.

OQur Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER
HOUGH the agencies in-
I vestigating Saturday’s se-
rial blasts are yet to pin-
point the terror mastermind,
the emerging pattern of reli-
gious symbols being targeted
with a view to foment commu-
nal violence points the needle of
suspicion towards the Lashkar-
e-Toiba (LeT).

Be it the attack on the Ram
temple at Ayodhya in July ‘05,
the targeting of Raghunath and
Panjbakhtar temples in Jammu
in 2002 or the Fidayeen strike a
year later at Akshardham tem-
ple of the influential Swami-
narain sect in Ahimedabad, all of
them have been traced to terror-

‘day’s blasts, too, were abvidusty -

targeted at People "shoppil
ahead of the festival of_Digrfgi'.‘. :

ists betonging tothe LeT, Satur ¢

Soitis no surprise that the inves-
tigators are actively working on
the theory that an LeT module
may have masterminded and
carried out the blasts.
Lashkar-e-Toiba or the Army
of the Pure, has its origins in the
sprawling campus of its ideolog-
ical parent, the Markaz-Dawa-
wal-Irshad or Centre for Learn-
ing at Muridke near Lahore.
Founded in 1990 to aid
Afghanistan’s fight against Sovi-
et occupation, the LeT switched
its jehadi operations to J&K
soon after in 1993. It has since
become one of the most dreaded
and lethal terrorist outfits active
in Kashmir, masterminding key
suicide attacks both on camps of
security forces as well as on mi-
nority civilian targets.
“Te];operates thoughmod-

ulesrasmall group of 5-8 terror-

iis, which may either be “ac-
fve” with a specific mission to

attack an identified target, or
“sleeper” which may have to re-
main dormant for months be-
fore getting orders to conduct
specific attacks. There is little
communication between these
modules. One may be com-
pletely unaware of the presence
of the other. These modules
may spend months arranging
for the explosives and ammuni-
tion ahead of an attack, apart '
from conducting recces of the
attack sites and finalising a well-
thought out plan involving

killing precision.

Months of planning and
preparation go into each LeT at- |
tack. The rigorous training that
the LeT recruits, most of them
from Afghanistan or PoK, are
put to, not only drills into them

to acﬁeﬁﬁﬁﬁm*

ic wordd, butsdsv “iftculeates

the dcuri

death-defying fighting skills.

d in blasts

Deja Vu: Blasts follow
familiar Lashkar pattern

BJP criticises
govt on its
handling of
security

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELH! 30 OCTOBER

THE Opposition on Sunday
mounted an attack on the
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment for its inability to articu-
late a coherent internal securi-
ty doctrine and failure to put
in place stern laws to tackle in-
ternal subversions.

BJP. which supported the
government’s efforts to defeat
terrorism, urged the Centre to
rework its internal security
agenda. Pointing to the need
: for greater political clarity, BJP
! general secretary Arun Jaitley
said terrorism cannot be tack-
led by words alone.

“The Prime Minister is right
when he says that terrorism
will never defeat India. But
will India defeat terrorism? In-
dia is concerned about the
huge loss of lives at the hand of
the terrorists. If India is to de-
feat terrorism, it cannot be by
words alone,” Mr Jaitley said.

The BJP also used the op-
portunity to drive home its
larger point that lack of strong
laws was making attempts at
subversion quite easy. “Our
national resolve to fight terror
must be apparent in our action
and policy,” he said. The BJP’s
empbhasis was also on the need
for strong anti-terror laws.
“Repeal of Pota has sentan en-
couraging signal to terrorists.
How else would so many lives
be lost in the national Capital
i during a tight security peri-

0d?” Mr Jaitley asked.

BJP, which linked the spurt

in terror activities to the ab-
sence of clarity on national se-
curity issues said soft borders
are facilitating illegal infiltra-
tion both on the eastern and
western borders. “This results
in India being a soft targetand a
soft state,” the BJP leader said.
The Centre will find it difficult
toyeject BIP's iticism, as Jhe
fovemor of AssAt tob has
belen talking-of a fitnfer hdn-
dling of disruptive tendencies.

[he Econo

mic Times
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Countering militan
Islam in cyberage -:

know that the indoctrina-

tion ot 30-odd homegrown

Jemaah lslamiah (JI) mem-

bers arrested in the past

three years was done by a preacher in the

privacy of their homes. But what is to

stop such a “preacher” coming in by

Windows or any other operating systems
in the homes of the Internet-savvy?

Today, most experts agree that the
Internet is not just a tool for terrorists, it
is central to their operations. It is no
longer used merely to recruit members,
solicit funds and promote ideology. but
also for tactical purposes, especially
training recruits.

In the past two years, a small number of
cases has emerged in which jihadist cells
appeared to have been formed among
like-minded strangers who met online,
according to Intelligence officials and ter-
rorism speciafists quoted in a recent
Washington Post report.

And there are many other cases in
which bonds formed in the physical world
have been nurtured over the Internet,
said the experts. Indeed, Rand
Corporation terrorism specialist Bruce
Hoffman has described the Internet as
the “ideal” medium for terrorism today:
anonymous but pervasive.

Adding to the worries is the number of
terrorists websites, which has shot up
from 12 in 1997 to more than 4,500 today,
according to terrorism analyst Gabriel
Weimann. They include sites operated by
well-known groups such as Hamaus and
Hizbollah, as well as others in South
America and elsewhere.

In his 2003 work, “Islam In The Digital
Age”, University of Wales lecturer in
Islamic studies Gary Bunt coincd the
name e-jihad to denote electronic jikad in
its many forms, from the fights over the
definition of jihad to the concept of on-
line fatwas.

How Internet-savvy Muslims might get
drawn into it is simple enough. Like some
of the Singaporeun JI members now
behind bars, their journey into radical
ideas might begin with a simple desire to
understand the religion better. While the
less Internet-savvy look for a preacher in
the real world, the Internet-savvy looks
for one in the cyberworld.

The experience of one netizen in
search of “the truth” is instructive. He
asked a Doha-based website what Islam
said about the need to establish an
Islamic state, and was told that the notion
applied only to the times of Prophet
Muhammad and his companions.

N\
T";"_:,;;‘ i

TAT ST

Most experts agree that Internet is not just a tool
for terrorists but central to their operations.
One way to protect the Net-savvy but religiously
uninstructed is to counter-attack the radical
arguments, writes MAFOOT SIMON

Later, another website told him that
was wrong: “The evidences clearly state
that jihad s to be conducted until
Doomsday.”

With such diverse responses — and
stated in categorical terms — what is the
inquiring Muslim to do but to trawl the
Net further? Clearly, the battle to win the
hearts and minds of Muslims has gone
onto cyberspace.

What can be done to counter the
extremist threat?

The first step, said Harvard don Joseph
Nye in a recent article, is for the genera-
tion of policymakers not raised with the
Internet or cell phones to become more
aware of the changing nature of the
threat and increase investment in moni-
toring and surveillance.

In the USA, Internet content is essen-
tially unregulated, unlike the airwaves.
But that will soon change. The Federal
Communications  Commission  has
announced that, from 14 November,
providers of Internet broadband and
some voice aver Internet Protocol (VoIP)
services must allow wiretappings by law
enforcement agencies.

A grace period of 18 months is being

given for compiiance. “This new rule will
enhance public safety and ensure that the
surveillance needs of law enforcement
agencies continue to be met as Internet-
based communications technologies pro-

Ao

liferate,” it said.

Singapore has its own infocomm secu-
rity masterplan, involving the establish-
ment of a national cyber threat monitor-
ing centre, which requires companies to
share information on cyber attacks.

But countering terrorism is not just a
job for the security and Intelligence ser-
vices. The Muslim community plays a
critical role in helping to insulate its
members from extremist ideology on the
Net.

For a start, local Muslim lay leaders
who have begun to conduct talks and
forums on Islamic interpretation — fea-
tured in The Starits Times late last month
— could take their “fight” to the Net.

Most of them have websites they could
use: Ustaz Ali Mohammed at khadijah-
mosque.org; Ustaz Mohammed Hasbi
Hassan at Pergas.org.sg; and Ustaz Mohd
Ibrahim Mohd Kassim at alfathhu.com.

Rather than merely providing links to
other Islamic websites, something they
currently have in common, they could
perhaps begin by posting the contents of
their talks and forums on their websites.

And when they become more cyber-
comfortable, they could make their web-
sites more interactive by allowing Net-
surfers to ask questions.

One way to protect the Net-savvy but
religiously uninstructed is to counter-
attack the radical arguments. Going on
the counter-offensive is sometimes the
best defence.

— The Straits Times, ANN
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Many faces of Islamism

How political Islam develops is in

the hands of the West.

Soumaya Ghannoushi

SLAM IS the second-largest and the

fastest-growing religion in the world.
In its heartlands in Asia and Africa, the
movement of Islamisation has penetrat-
ed the fortress of the modernised elites,
taking root among students, engineers,
doctors, and lawyers. And where once
Western dress was the mark of culture
and emancipation, educated Muslim
women today are more likely to don the
hijab to assert their determination to be
active citizens and express an alterna-
tive feminist identity.

Far from being a desert of stagnation,
as it is often portrayed in the West, the
Muslim world is in the grip of powerful
change. The quest to renew Islam has
always gone hand in hand with resist-
ance to the West’s military, political, and
cultural hegemony over the Muslim
world. This goes back to the 19th century
when, amid the turmoil that accompa-
nied the shift in the balance of power in
favour of Europe, two projects of reform
emerged in Muslim society.

One was represented by the men of
the tanzimat (reorganisation), who re-
sponded to the challenge of the rising
European powers by seeking to build a
powerful modern army and a centralised
administration capable of securing au-
thority over the provinces of an Otto-
man empire in long-term decline. But
alongside these pragmatic technocrats
were the Islamist reformers, led by Ja-
maluddin al-Afghani, Muhammad Ab-
duh and their disciples. Much like the
standard-bearers of the reformation in
Christianity, they sought to reactivate
Islam’s innate energies through the call
to return to “pristine sources” without
recourse to custom or tradition. A rein-
terpreted Islam, adapted to the condi-
tions of modernity, they were convinced,
was the only way out of the decadence of
the present. This revivalist project, with
its many offshoots and variations, is
dominant in today’s Islam. Ironically,
the mighty powers of Western modern-
ity have neither dispensed with nor
weakened the grip of the religious in
Muslim society. If anything, they have
acted as a catalyst for the revitalising of
Islam’s inner resources and as a midwife
for the birth of modern Islam.

While modernisation has been wed-
ded to secularisation in much of the
world, in Muslim society it has gone
hand-in-hand with Islamisation. The
mass appeal of modern Islam is such
that any open, free elections are bound
to bring to power its representatives and
sympathisers — which, in a nutshell, is
the trouble with democratisation in the
Muslim world for the powers that be.
That the political status quo has stub-
bornly refused to budge in much of the

o

R U
Muslim world has nothing to do with
either culture or religion. It is all down
to regional and global politics, with their
crude stakes and calculations.

Islamism, like socialism, is not a uni-
form entity. It is a colourful socio-politi-
cal phenomenon with many strategies
and discourses. This enormously diverse
movement ranges from liberal to con-
servative, from modern to traditional,
from moderate to radical, from demo-
cratic to theocratic, and from peaceful to
violent. What these trends have in com-
mon is that they derive their source of
legitimacy from Islam, just as Latin
American anarchist guerrillas, commu-
nists, social democrats and third-way
Blairites base theirs on socialism. To
view such a broad canvas through the
lens of Osama bin Laden or Zarqawi is
absurd.

Faced with this dynamic and multifa-
ceted force across the Muslim world, the
West has two options. It can deal with it
peacefully, allowing it to express itself
freely and opening a dialogue with it, or
it can channel its energies towards vio-
lence and destructiveness.

Whatever course of action it chooses,
we can be certain that the ensuing con-
sequences will not affect Muslim socie-
ties alone. In our globalised world, crises
can no longer be kept far away, left to
rage in distant lands and devour obscure
nations. The troubles of Kabul, Jenin,
and Fallujah now spill over on to our
shores, towns and cities, lay bare our
fundamental vulnerability, and put an
end to our sense of immunity.

George W. Bush and Tony Blair seem
determined to turn the clock back to the
heyday of Napoleonic and Victorian ex-
pansion. The trouble is that the world is
refusing to be dragged back to the age of
grand colonial conquests, atrocities and
tragedies, and Muslims are no excep-
tion. London and Washington must de-
cide which Islam they want: a peaceful,
democratic Islam, crucial to any pursuit
of global stability, or the anarchical and
destructive Islam of Al-Qaeda and its ilk.
The shape of contemporary Islam will
largely be determined by the environ-
ment within which it is forced to
operate.

As they ponder over how to deal with
Islam, our leaders would do well to re-
member the lessons of history. After all,
it was Europe’s colonialist adventures
that drove the esoteric spiritualist Mah-
dis of Sudan, the Sanussis of Libya, and
the Qadiris of Algeria out of seclusion
and on to the road of militancy and jiha-
dism. — ©OGuardian Newspapers
Limited 2005

(Soumaya Ghannoushi is a research-
er at the School of Oriental and African
Studies in London and a columnist on
al-Jazeera.net,) ‘
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“Qaida admi

Dubai, Sept. 20 (Reuters): Al
Qaida carried out the July sui-
cide bombings in London to
strike at “British arrogance,”
the group’s second-in-com-
mand Ayman al-Zawahri said
in a videotape aired on Arab
satellite channel al Jazeera
yesterday.

“The London attack is one

of the attacks that al Qaida ...
had the honour of carrying
out against ... British arro-
gance, the aggression of the
crusader British against the
Muslim nation for over a hun-
dred years,” Zawahri said.

He denounced Britain for
“the historical crime of set-
ting up Israel and the continu-
ing crimes in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

“These and other attacks
have revealed the true hypo-
critical face of Western civili-
sation that talks about human
rights and freedom only as
long as it is in its interest,” he
said, citing the planned tough-
enipg of British security laws
after the London blasts.

A US counter-terrorism of-
ficial said the tape was
“al Qaida’s clearest public
statement to date suggesting

ts

n\\ CV\

that they were responsible (for

the London attack). But that in
a itself does not prove that al
Qaida planned or directed the
attack. They’re quite happy to
take responsibility for any ter-
rorist attack.”

The US official, who said
the tape was still being re-
viewed by intelligence
officials, said it was “still un-
clear what the nature and ex-
tent of their involvement (in
London) was.” Zawahri de-

nounced elections in
Afghanistan, saying they were
not free and were carried out
under US occupation.

“These elections are a
farce more than anything
else,” he said. Al Jazeera said
the tape was prepared by
al Qaida’s media group al-
Sahab, which distributes Is-
lamic militant videos on the
Internet, to mark the fourth
anniversary of the September
11, 2001, attacks.

7/7 attack

An image taken from CCTV
footage shows London
bombing suspects, Jermaine
Lindsay (second from left),
Shahzad Tanweer (centre)
and Mohammed Sadique
Khan (right) at Luton
station, England. The three
bombers staged a dry run to
London on June 28 before
they blew themselves up on
the transport network on
July 7. They stayed in
London for four hours on
that day. (Reuters)




N

Atul Aneja

MANAMA: More than 150 persons
have been killed in multiple
strikes in Iraq where the major-
ity Shia community has been the
main target.

The highest number of casu-
alties took place in Baghdad’s
Khadimiya district where a sui-
cide bomber blew up his explo-
sives laden car.

Around 114 persons — mostly
Shias — are suspected killed dur-
ing this strike, which marks the
second biggest single attack
since the U.S. invasion.

Sectarian tensions

The attack is likely to deepen
sectarian tensions between Sun-
nis on one side and a combina-
tion of Shias and Kurds on the
other. The Sunni militants have
been blamed for most of the at-
tacks on the Shias, who have
widely supported Irag’s U.S.
backed constitution.

An Iragi police spokesman
said the suicide bomber drove
his minivan into a crowd of la-
bourers who had assembled at
Baghdad’s Oruba Square. He
first lured the workers by prom-
ising them work, and then ex-
ploded nearly 220 kg of
explosives as they came near.
Many of the wounded and were
taken to four different hospitals.

The Al-Qaeda in Iraq has post-
ed a statement on the Internet
that it had launched a nation-
wide bombing campaign in re-
sponse to a recent U.S. backed
operation in the city of Tal Afar,
not far from Iraq’s border with
Syria. e
In another.-ificident, uni-

formed | en pretending to

‘\,L D

Highest number of casualties in suicide car explosion in Baghdad

be policemen shot 15 civilians
dead. The assailants “arrested”
their victims in the early hours
in the town of Taji on the out-
skirts of Baghdad. The kid-
napped were shot at point blank
range. Most of the executed are
believed to be Shias. Soon after
the incident, gunmen opened re-
taliatory fire on a group of Sun-
nis in a busy marketplace in the
town, killing six.

In yet another suicide car
bombing, 11 persons who had
gathered to fill gas canisters
were killed in northern Baghdad.

The spate of killings took
place just before the final draft of
the Constitution was handed
over to the United Nations for
printing and distribution.

Japanese MPs’ plea

TOKYO: More members of
Japan’s newly elected
Parliament believe
Japanese troops should be
withdrawn from Iraq
when their mission
expires in December than
believe they should stay, a
survey said on Wednesday.

Of the 480 lawmakers
who won seats in elections
on Sunday, 41 per cent said
Japan should pull out its
troops from Iraq, while 34
per cent said the
deployment should be
extended, according to the
survey by the nationwide
newspaper Mainichi.
Japan sent 600 troops to
Iraq in January 2004 to
aid U.S.-led reconstruction
efforts. — AP

Blasts to avenge U.S. attacks on
Iraqi town, says Al-Qaeda ...,

UM
> U

Al-Qaeda claims suicide bombing campaign

A series of deadly attacks have rocked Baghdad, killing more than 120

people. Iraq's Al-Qaeda has claimed responsibility, saying it is waging
a nationwide suicide bombing campaign to avenge a U.S.-led military
offensive on the Sunni rebel town of Tal Afar, near the Syrian border

TURKEY C
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© Sept 10, Tal Afar: All-out assault by

up to 3,800 U.S. troops and 5,000 iraqi
government forces on city believed to
be staging-post for arms and foreign
fighters entering Iraq from Syria. iraq
Government says 200 militants killed,
several hundred captured

Ne==— 5 miles

© Shaab Stadium, 08.40am: Car
bomb hits U.S. convoy, two American
soldiers wou de_d

© Sept 14, Taji: 17 Shia civilians
rounded up at dawn and shot dead :
: on Iragi National Guard, four killed

2

Source: Wire agencies © GRAPHIC NEWS
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Clerics defend

Islamic courts

it Ang

THE ALL India Muslim Personal Law Board on Sunday defend-
ed the existence of Islamic courts but made it that it did not want
any confrontation with the judiciary, saying these courts were
complementary and not parallel to the country’s judicial system.

“There is no question of any
conflict and confrontation.
Whatever rights the Constitu-
tion has provided, the Islamic
courts are functioning under it.
These are nothing but civil
courts dealing with only family
issues and don’t interfere in
criminal cases including rape,”
said the board’s assistant gener-
al secretary, A.R. Qureshi.

A petition has challenged
the existence of such courts,
prompting the Supreme Court
to serve notices on the “paral-
lel judiciary”. The board has
set up a committee to frame a
reply. “We haven’t yet got the
notice; whatever we have come

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 28

VIRENDRA SINGH/HT
Members of the Muslim Personal
Law Board at the meeting.

Readying a reply

4 An AIMPLB committee will
frame reply to an SC notice
on petition challenging
existence of Islamic courts

4 Board has inducted Islamic
scholar Maulana wali
Rehmani into its legal
committee

to know is only through the
newspapers. Yet we discussed
the issue today and prepared to
give an appropriate reply to the
Supreme Court if and when we
do receive the notice. We have
constituted a committee to
frame the reply,” Qureshi said.

He said his board would try to
clear all misunderstanding and
misconception that prevailed in
various quarters regarding the

Islamic courts and their rulings. “A delegation of the board will
soon meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi to convey our views on various issues,” he said.

Asked about the Imrana case where a fatwa was issued against
cohabiting with her husband following her alleged rape by her fa-
ther-in-law, board member Yusuf Hatim Muchhala said, “That was
not a fatwa but the personal opinion of a particular mufti.”

On another issue, the board decided to request Uttar Pradesh
government to club all cases related to the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion for trial in a single court. These include the case against BJP

chief L.K. Advani.




uepxens 3y
‘polrodax HEgV J81[Ies sAep
0M] XB] uwes aY) paaladad ‘AL
‘U0TIe)S UOISIAI[9} 9JelS Iyl
‘opero) 93
-uy 1031ps [eUoI}eu 83 pres ‘uon
-e[suea} 103 adtjod ayj o) pessed
sem )1 Ing Xeoy e sem 11 3y3noy)
18I} A9y} ‘XeJ] 9]} PSIATaDaAI
OdV e SI1011pd UsyM "OdV PIo}

uopuot ‘sN9

*Su01329j9 Juanbasgns ay3 pue
WNpUdIdad  [BUOIINJISUOD  dY)
0} dn-uni ay3 Je y3bua.s Jo moys
e dn jnd 3y Jaye Ajuo Ing vljewos
_pue eidolyyg ‘uepng se S31JJUN0D
yons 10} 9ARD| pue ,90UBISIS
-31 1se3| JO Yjed,, ay) aye} pjnom
‘imeblez-le gesnp nqy eyl pa
-)oIpasd ay ‘ pasl|igels,, aq p|nom
-beJ| pres ay uaym awiy e 0} peaye
Bupjoo1 ‘wayl Joj ybnoy 003
BW093Qg A1UNOI 3Y3 Ul SUOIHPUOD
90U BIIIY JO UIOH dU} JO Saoeds
pauJaaobun 3isea,, 3yl 0} sAow
{lim beJj ui s193y6ly epled-je eyy
paloIpald sey ‘purwWIWOD |RIIUSD
SN 3y3 Je suoljesado Jo J0312a41p
‘91N se|bnod 1VYINID HOIrVIN

[eJauag S -edanjy o}
1eal}al Jim imehiez

ureds pue yn ui syoeye sayusnl .m__.,.

$20an0s 9o1[0d ‘IHET WIOJJ 80T}
-Ie Jadedsmau e pue 103(gqns a3
uo syooq wiogy pardod se3essed
9q 03} aeedde jeym 3unio Luew
-199) 1ZeN U3im digsuorje[ad s,ued
-TIBA 93} SOQLIOSap pue ,UedneA
9y} jo s3uryiom ayl,, Surpesy ayl
Japun saeadde AepuoA U0 POATID
-a1 1X9) 9y} Jo jaed adxel v
‘apI1oINS PaRTWILIOD

oym sistroxxe} pasoddns oY)
JO |UOo Aq U9ILIM SBm XBJ JBey)
aAdl[eq ao1rod ystueds ay, "prel
80170d B Uur dn seA[esway)} ma[q
$3{oejye aqn} pLIpey 8yl Jo saoyl
-ne U9A9S 9y} Aep awes au} ‘v00g
¢ Tadvy uo xej £q jeaay) eprep-re
9[qQIPaJIo B paAledal pey DgVv
‘Xeoy
91q1.119] © 8q OS[e P[Nnoo J1 pres Jod

-edsmau 104 14 Aq PolId $90aN0s
9o110d paweuul) DGy u1 pajonb
$80an0s 0} 3UIplodde ‘WSLIoX
-I93 JSTWels] jo  Jastyreduias,, e
aq I9AOMOY ‘PINOI J3pUSS YT,
'$00Z 11 YOITeN UO PLIPEN
ur sdurquroq Aemirea ayj purysq
S)STWAI}IX3 8y} 0} JO [[30 epred-e
paystigelss ue 0} payuI] st Joy3
-ne 9y} aasl[eq jou op 9d10d

‘UedIJEA BY) Je aouaIpNE [eIoUaF APjoam sIY Suunp swiSld s1a018 |AX JoIpauag adod

- UK 39,
leu jsije)ided 0} J.10

uedIjeA 3] SUIBIIY] Xe) epred)-[y

‘s3urauoq uop
-UO" 3y} 9OUIS PBATadaI.sehbiu
NMUWWOoY JOYJ0 UeY} IqIpad
aJowl ST 31 AeS ‘XeJ] 91 paalad
-81 YoIUM ‘OgV Aq peld $32Inos
80110d pewreuun Ing ‘xejJ. 8yl
Jo Ayonusyine oyl J0 SJULIIod
9} UO JUOWIWIOD OU SPeWl OS[e
Anstutwr JoLI93U ystueds ayLy
«'SBUTIITY X191} pue 310ddns arai
Jo 3saaxey o) dea [[IM SSLIIUN0D
9soy} Jo sJaspes| 9y ‘110 1beag
Ul pa)saaejul ATUO ade OUym SOLI}
-uno? jsifelrded pejroddns sey
uednieA 9y} ‘beay ur xem ayj uy,,
:speaa ydeadeaed [eurj oy, ‘besy
Jo uotseaut ay} Jo jroddns peder
-TB S} JI0J UBITIBA S} SSSTOTILIO
‘@o110d ystuedS Aq peles3riseAur
8ursq os[e ST Yolum ‘Xej ayL
‘spaendApoq pue
3o110d JO Wes} 3uoxls-007 pejewt
-1189 ue £q pajosload sem ay sd[y
uerie)] sy} ur Jafetd e ut Aepijoy
B Y00} joIpausg sdod uaym
‘WNIsso[o)
9} pue UBDIIBA 9} Se Yyons sajls
}S[ANo} Jofewl je pue SUOTIB]S
Aemqns pue urea) ‘sjrodare je
dn peddals usaq sey £1Idasg
‘nuesid addasnio)
“J9)STUTW JOLI9)UI 8y} AqQ  paduo]
-0ad pue asuslul,, SB PaqLIdSsp
1J9[B JO 9}e]s B UO Uaaq Sey Aejr
sSurquioq uopuor] 3y} douIg
2 ) ‘beay ur sdooay

P 0 JUasunuod
-p. oY) surejurewt
bear a3 jo 1a10ddns
-A03 9y} JO asneodaq sistwiels] £q
paledae) aq 01 Arpunod uesdoany
1Xau a8y} aq prnoo 3 paieaj Suo]
Sey yorym 4[el] Ul SOAIdU 9SeaId
-ur 0} punoq aJe sjesayl oy
“JUsIwod 0}
pasnjal os[e UedIIBA 9], ‘pres
AJ}STUTW 9} 1B 90JN0S B ‘9.l
0] JUSWIWIO) OU 9ARY am Inq
J1 JO ademe aIe M, ‘'XBJ 9y} Jo
SJUaIU0D 9} JO POULIQIUl UIaq
Pey 31 1BU)} PIWLIJUOd BWOY
ur  AJIsTuiut  JIOLIDUT 9y,
‘uo11e)s UOTSIA9]9)} YST
-uedg e 03 pue Dgy Jadedsmou
AlTep oArleatssuod  ysiuedg
9y} JO S821JJ0 9y} 0] eUO[ddIRY
ur juss Ssem Xe] 9yl
" ueistueydyy pue beay ur wist
-10.L19]1 surede a0ousJep JI0S,, SB
utedg pue urejlag ur syoejle Iod
-19) sayyTisn( pue bear ur xem ay}
paurof oym SaLIunoo isifeded
a1, 8unjioddns jo uedriBA 9}
S9STNO0. ‘O1qeIV UT U9IIM ‘YUl
-noop s8ed-s9vayl oyl ‘UeBITIBA
oY} }surese sjeaay} parea seeul
UoTyM ‘epred-Te oy} Aq pausis
Apedarie ‘xey e 3urnjesdiiseaur
ale sanjnIoyine NVITVLI THL

5z 1snBny ‘awoy/pupe
UOYRION VivadvYd '8 sYoid 31va

._.___w,msa_m Jlgely ul SulLIep




Islamic tilt to Irag

Nt

draft

éﬁwnstltu

. US Accused Of Cedmg To\Shutes
- Deadline For OK Extended Again

Baghdad: The draft constitution
for Irag that was presented to the
country’s parliament on Monday
would make Islam “a main
source” for legislation and ban
laws that contradict religious
teachings, a text made available
to Reuters showed. The as-yet-in-
complete draft appeared to be
something of a compromise af-
ter secular Kurds objected dur-
ing negotiations to Islam being
“the main source” of laws. It was
not clear how legislation would
be subjected to the test of con-
forming to Islamic principles.
“Islam is a main source for leg-
islation and it is not permitted to
legislate anything that conflicts
with the fixed principles of the
rules of Islam,” said the draft,
provided to Reuters by Shiite Is-
lamist constitution panel mem-
ber Ali al-Dabbagh. Other panel
members confirmed the word-
ing. Critics accused Shiite Is-
lamists, who dominate the inter-
im government and parliament,
of planning to impose clerical
rule in the style of neighbour-
ing, Shiite Iran. They deny it.
Kurds had complained that US
diplomats, who have insisted
that women and minorities en-
joy equal rights, had conceded to
Islamists in order to meet a Mon-
day deadline on the draft.
However, though Iraqi leaders
submitted the draft to the Na-
tional Assembly just before the
Monday midnight deadline, dis-
agreement with Sunni leaders
and secular Iraqis left the docu-
ment incomplete, with funda-
mental issues still in dispute.
The Iragis gave themselves three
more days to close the gaps.
Shiite and Kurdish leaders
said they came close to complet-
ing the constitution on Monday
night, but were bogged down by a
handful of issues. Most disputes
pitted them against leaders of
the embittered Sunni minority.
But the Sunnis were not alone

Draft Excerpt

Article Two: The political system
is republican, parliamentary,
democratic and federal.
1. Islam is a main source for
legislation. a) No law may
contradict Islamic standards; b}
No Jaw may contradict
democratic standards; ¢} No law
may contradict the essential
rights and freedoms mentioned in
this constitution.
2. This constitution guarantees
the Islamic identity of the Iragi
peopie and guarantees all
religious rights; all persons are
free within their ideofogy and the
practice of their ideological
practices.
3. Irag is part of the Islamic
world, and the Arabs are part of
the Arab nation.

Source: NYT News Service

in their opposition; they were
joined on major issues by secular
Iragis led by Ayad Allawi, the ex-
prime minister. Allawi’s group is
concerned about an Islamist-mi-
nded coalition of Shiites push-
ing for an autonomous region in
the oil-rich south. “I haven’t seen
it,” said Dr. Raja Kuzai, a secular
Shiite leader, walking out.

The 72 hours the Iragis gave
themselves came in addition to
the seven-day extension they vot-
ed for a week ago. At the heart of
the dispute was the decision to
largely exclude the Sunni lead-
ers from the constitution talks,
after the failure to meet the first
deadline last week. That meant
that any agreements struck by
the Shiite and Kurdish negotia-
tors were not complete. When
the Sunnis were finally brought
into the negotiations on Monday,
they rejected several of the con-
stitution’s most fundamental
Provisions. Reuters & NYT News Service
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ISTRATION B Opp leader rejects move to register madarsas

Musharraf’s madarsa
o dinance hackfires

AGENCIES
IstA\MABAD, AUGUST 23

OICING strong Opposition

over the government’s ordi-

nance on registration of all

Pakistani madarsas, hardline
Islamic clerics have rejected it saying it
would curb the freedom that the religious
schools currently enjoy.

The ordinance has sparked off stiff
protest among hardline clerics headed by
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, chief of the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), who
has refused to register the seminaries with
the government.

“We reject the madaris registration ordi-
nance which President General Pervez
Musharraf has promulgated by amend-
ing the Society Act,” Rehman, also the
Leader of the Opposition in the Pakistan
National Assembly and general secretary
of the Islamist alliance Muttahida maijtis-
e-Amal (MMA) said after a meeting to
discuss the Ordinance.

“If we approve such amendments and
the Parliament also approves them, we will
be forced to introduce the government-
dictated syllabus and employ government-
recommended teachers in the madarsas.
This is not possible for us,” he said.

Rehman said JUI-E a party headed by
clerics representing their interests, would
not register its 8,500 seminaries across
Pakistan. He said the party has decided not
to register religious schools under the
Amended Society Registration Act, 1860,
and also refused to repatriate foreign stu-
dents studying in its seminaries.

Meanwhile, more than 300 hardline Is-
lamic schools in Pakistan have vowed to
resist the government order, a senior
clericsaid on Tuesday.

Representatives of the madarsas met
in Islamabad on Monday and denounced
the order from President Pervez Mushar-
raf as discriminatory.

Abdul Rashid Ghazi, a senior teacher at
Jamia Faridia, one of Islamabad’s main
madarsas, said the government enforced
the law without taking clerics into its confi-
dence. “This s a discriminatory and unilat-
erallaw. We rejectit,” he said on Tuesday.

Finding Musharraf’s ordinance hard to digest

“Madarsas should not be singled out
for registration. All private institutions
and schools, some of which are preaching
anti-Islamic and anti-Pakistan teachings.
should also be registered. How can they
expect us to talk to them and.cooperate
when they are conducting raids on

madarsas and mosques,” he added. “If

they use force, then it will be responded
toin the same way.”
Musharraf’s move came as part of ef-

forts to rein in Islamist militancy after rev-
elations that three of the four bombers in
July 7 attacks in London were Muslims of
Pakistani origin, at least one of whom had
visited madarsas in Pakistan.

The country saw a spectacular rise in
the number of madarsas in the 1980s
when the schools, backed by funding from
the West and Arab countries, became re-
cruiting grounds for Islamic volunteers
fighting Soviet forces in Afghanistan.
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“Fatwas not

5;/1

valid: govt

Statesman News Service & PTI

NEW DELHI, Aug. 22. — The
government today told Parlia-
ment that fatwas issued by
Islamic institutions were not valid
in the eye of law.

“The process to be followed by
courts in criminal cases is set
forth in the Code of Criminal
Procedure. 1973. Farwas issued by
Islamic institutions do not have
any legal backing and they are
not valid in the eye of law.”
Union law and justice minister
Mr HR Bharadwaj told the Rajya
Sabha in a written reply.

The answer came in response
to a question on procedures fol-
lowed by jurisdictional courts
when fatwas were issued by
[slamic institutions or even pan-
chayats in criminal cases at vari-
ance with the existing laws.

In another development, Isla-
mic seminary Darul Uloom of
Deoband has decided to imposc a
ban on issuing edicts on political
matters and to take steps to
streamline the process, a report
adds from Muzaffarnagar.

Under attack for its decree
making the wearing of veils man-
datory for Muslim women enter-
ing politics, the seminary’s vice-
chancellor, Maulana Marghoo-
bur Rehman, said: “All muftis
have been directed not to issue
any fatwa and not to interact with
the media.” He added that clerics
who had issued the edict on the
participation of women in polls
had been pulled up.

The seminary, on 16 August,
ruled that Muslim women should
not contest elections and even if
they did, they must wear the veil,

Aty 00k

House takes up Bill
on domestic violence

NEW DELHI, Aug. 22. — A landmark

£

Bill that seeks to stop domestic
violence in all its forms against wo-
men by providing for punishment up
to one year in jail for the culprits was
today introduced in the Lok Sabha.
The new Bill defines “domestic
violence” as being actual act of abuse
or a threat with physical, sexual,
verbal, emotional or economic
implications. — PTI

Details on page 3

evoking sharp reactions from
political parties and human rights
organisations.

As part of the new steps te
streamline the process, a six-mem-
ber committee has been set up to
finalise the draft of a farwa before
issuing it to avoid any misinterpre-
tation, Maulana Rehman said.

Also today. minister of state for
law and justice Mr K Ven-
katapathy said the Centre had ini-
tiated a number of measures to
reduce the number of pending
cases in the courts of law, These
measures include timely filling of
the vacancies of judges, increasing
the number of judges, clustering
cases featuring common questions
of law, constitution of specialised
Benches, organising Lok Adalats
and setting up special tribunals.
He, however, added that there was
no proposal, at present, with the
government to formulate new laws
for the judiciary.

Minister of state for social jus-
tice Ms Subbulakshmi Jagadee-
san said 11 NGOs had been
found to be diverting grants from
the purposes for which they were
sanctioned.
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Deoban

and will

keep politics

out of fatwas

M. Tariqg Khan
Deoband, August 21

HAVING DRAWN
flak for its recent
fatwa over the par-
ticipation of
women in panchay-
at polls, the Darul
Uloom  Deoband
has decided to im-

women under ‘shariat’
on how they should
dress (read purdah)
and conduct them-
selves in public life.”
The Islamic semi-
nary here receives, on
an average, around 200
applications seeking
fatwas on sundry is-
sues. Most requests are

pose a ban on issu-

received via the inter-

ing religious edicts
on political mat-
ters.

In an apparent
damage-control
move, the Islamic
seminary has re-
solved henceforth
not to entertain or
give religious in-
junctions on mat-
ters not directly re-
lated to the ‘shari-
at’ (Islamic laws).
A formal resolu-
tion in this connec-

CLIMBDOWN

& Darul Uloom De-
oband won’t give in-
junctions on matters
not related to ‘shariat’

# Seminary’s V-C says
fatwa issued on partic-
ipation of women in
polls was quoted out
of context by media

# Sources say a jour-
nalist from Muzzafar-
nagar had obtained
fatwa over participa-
tion of Muslim women

net on the university’s
website. According to
sources, a journalist of
a daily published from
Muzzafarnagar had ob-
tained the religious
edict over the partici-

pation of Muslim
women in the panchay-
at polls.

On the Supreme
Court notice over the
functioning of the

Darul Qazas (shariat
courts), the Deoband V-
C said though they

tion is expected to
be passed at a meet-

in panchayat polls

were yet to receive the
notice, the role of these

ing of its 15-mem-
ber consultative committee in Oc-
tober.

“I'have pulled up the muftis who
had issued the fatwa,” said
Maulana Marghoobur Rehman,
vice-chancellor of the Islamic
seminary. The 94-year-old
Maulana told Hindustan Times
the fatwa issued three days ago on
the participation of women in
polls was quoted out of context by
the media.

“We never said that women
should not take part in elections,”
he said. “We had only explained
the stipulations laid down for

institutions was being
portrayed wrongly.

“We’ll discuss the issue and
work out our future course of
strategy at a meeting in New Del-
hi on August 28,” he said.

Asked what impact, if any, its
fatwas had, Adil Siddiqui, the
seminary’s media in charge, said,
“The sale of US food giants was
adversely affected after we issued
an edict urging Muslims to boy-
cott their soft drinks and food
products.

“More recently, the effective-
ness of our edict was visible in the
Imrana case too.”
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How it has bred R

contradictions
S

M. Hasan I /,°.
Lucknow, August 20 \(’\I ¥
TWO OF its recent controversial fatwas on
women may have turned the spotlight — and
some heat from within the Muslim community
— on Darul Uloom Deoband, but the institution
is not exactly on unfamiliar grounds.

In fact, both the Deobandis and the Barelvis
are known for issuing controversial fatwas for
some time now.

Earlier this year, Darul Uloom Deoband is-
sued an edict banning watching television. “It’s
un-Islamic”, declared Mufti Mahmud-ul-Hasan
Bulandshahri. The fatwa said watching TV was
forbidden since it was a source of frivolous en-
tertainment. The edict had led to a row with a
large number of ulemas (clerics) condemning it.
“It’s unacceptable in the modern world”, said
Naib Imam Idgah Maulana Khalid Rashid Fi-
rangi Mahali. And soon, the edict was rejected.

There is a feeling among the ulermas that the
clerics of Deoband had been living in a “closed
world”. “They don’t look beyond the high domes
of Deoband”, said a senior cleric here.

Right since its inception, Darul Uloom De-
oband had been “anti-West” which, over the
years, has turned “anti-modernity”. The insti-
tution is also known for giving fatwas that af-
fected and angered women from the community.
Some, as in the cases of Imrana and Gudia, got
highlighted. Others went largely unnoticed.

The book, ‘Fatwa-i-Ulema Dar-al Ulum De-
oband’, is full of edicts against women. The De-
oband scholars have not only given fatwas in
real cases, but also in imaginary situations re-
lating to women.

On talag, the Darul Uloom Deoband had de-
creed that, even if a man divorces his wife in a
fit of rage and later repents, the marriage
stands dissolved. There are fatwas on sex with
animals, too.

In ‘Fatawa-i-Rizvia’ of Maulana Ahmad Raza
Khan Barelvi, women had been dubbed as a
“packet of explosives”.

. ON DIVORCE

ONTV _
. - Fatwa said watching !
» Fl"lVOlous TV was ‘un-Islamic’
f and gradeditasa
Fatwas source of frivolous
entertainment. Met
with stiff resistance
and dumped
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: stands dissoived, a

¢ Darul Uloom

¢ Deoband fatwa said

: ‘ “UG ?ngci TN ]
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FATWA

Finer points

LEGAL EDICT

Fatwa is a legal pro-
nouncement in Islam,
issued by a religious
law specialist called
Mufti, oh any issue.

ON REQUEST

Usually issued on re-
quest to settle a ques-
tion where figah —
Islamic jurisprudence
— is not clear. There is
no uniform method to
determine who can
issue a valid fatwa

CONTRADICTION
Where law is not based
on Islam, Muslims face
contradictory fatwas.
In such cases, fatwa
deriving from leader-
ship of religious tradi-
tion could be honoured

NOT FOR SHIAS

With more than 90%
Indian Mustims be-
langing to the Sunni
sect, fatwas affect
them only. Not Shias

- ON WOMEN

: Many fatwas have

: gone against the

; women of the

i community. One

. even dubbed

: women as a ‘packet
: of explosives’

: ON SITUATIONS

¢ Not just in real

: cases, but fatwas

: have also been is-

¢ sued on imaginary,

¢ bizarre situations.

: There are fatwas on
¢ sex with animals too

Panchayat polls

Burga-clad women thronged
polling booths in Meerut on
Saturday for the panchayat
polis. In Bhawanpur village,
five Muslim women are

in the fray. Many voters
termed the fatwa

as impractical.
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SC notices on ﬁﬁra

Press Trust of India SM
\

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. — Alarmed
by a petition pointing out a parallel
Islamic judiciary handling “Imrana”
type cases. the Supreme Court today
issued notices to the Centre, All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and Islamic seminary
Darul Uloom.

A Bench of Mr Justice YK Sab-
harwal and Mr Justice CK Thakker
also issued notices to Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Assam, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, West Bengal and Delhi,
where, according to the petition, Is-
lamic courts have been formed pos-
ing a challenge to the judicial system

of the country. \'

The petitioner, Mr Vishwa Lo-
chan Madan, seeking immediate dis-
solution of all Islamic and Shariat
courts in India, said the AIMPLB
claimed to have established Darul
‘Qaza (Muslim Courts) in Thane
(Maharashtra), Akola Dholiya
(Rajasthan), Indore (MP), South
and East Delhi, Asansol and Purulia
(WB), Lucknow and Sitapur (UP).

Citing the farwa issued by the
Deoband-based seminary Darul-
Uloom in Imrana rape case and the
stand of AIMPLB, the petitioner said
the criminal law was not allowed to
have its natural run as the entire issue
was hijacked by the clerics.

He cited the example of the case

lle
&

| judiciary
of Asoobi in Gurgaon, Haryana,
resembling the case of Imrana,
where the Darul Uloom issued fat-
was deciding the course of action in
the incidents.

The petitioner sought a ban on
establishment of such Istamic courts,
a declaration that these fatwas have
no legal sanctity and requested the
Court to direct the Centre and the
states to take effective steps to dis-
solve all Darul Qazas and Shariat
courts. The petitioner also sought a
directive from the court to the AIM-
PLB and Darul Uloom, Deoband,
other seminaries and Muslim organ-
isations asking them to refrain from
establishing a parallel Muslim judi-
cial system (Nizam-e-Qaza).
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States amend laws

Pak pressure

G

on madarsas
Q&\(@M Q}Mmmal (MMA}. Acdprding to

Islamabad, Aug. 16: The gov-
ernments of Sindh and
Baluchistan provinces in Pak-
istan have amended local laws
making the registration of
madarsas and an annual audit
of their accounts compulsory.

The amended laws were
announced by the governors
of Sindh and Baluchistan
amid strong criticism from Is-
lamist parties over last
month’s crackdown on 11,000
madarsas. The laws recom-
mend strong punishment for
madarsas teaching or publish-
ing any literature which pro-
motes militancy or spreads re-
ligious hatred.

Analysts say that the
amended laws will spark criti-
cism from hardliners headed
by the six-party religious al-
liance, the Muttahida Majlis-e-

————

the MMA, the crackdown on
the madarsas is an attgmpt by
the Pakistan government to
appease the US.

Speaking to the media
after announcing the laws, the
governor of Sindh Ishratul
Ibad said: “We will not allow
any religious institution to op-
erate in the priviice without
registration.” He said all
madarsas will have {0 submit
annual reports to the con-
cerned officials.

Election bar

The Pakistan Supreme Court
today barred candidates who
only have madarsa degrees
from contesting local elec-
tions. It said candidates who
do not have certificates in
English, Urdu and Pakistan
studies were not eligible to
contest the polls.
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Bakri banned from Britain 1

™)

e
VIJAY Dutt & Agencies ,\\J 5”\ Ve
London, August 12 } | )\/\
THE BRITISH home office has banned rad-
ical Muslim cleric Omar Bakri Moham-
mad — who fled London for Lebanon last
week — from setting foot on British soil
again, part of a government crackdown on
Islamic preachers it fears inspire bombers
such as those who attacked London in July.

Bakri had earlier said from Beirut that
he was on holiday there and asserted that
he intended to return to London unless the
British government made it clear that he
was not welcome.

Now all speculation whether he would
try to return to London for a heart opera-
tion on National Health Service has ended.
This has also put to an end to moves to
hastily legislate new rules to ban his entry
following the earlier statement of the gov-
ernment that it was powerless to stop him.

Home secretary Charles Clarkes used
existing powers to exclude the so-called
Tottenham Mullah. A home office commu-
nigué said: “The home secretary has is-
sued an order revoking Omar Bakri Mo-
hammad’s indefinite leave to remain and
to exclude him from entering the UK on
the grounds that his presence is not good
for the public good.” His family members,

[

Omar Bakri Mohammad

including his wife, children and grand-
children, are, however, free to remain in
Britain if they so choose.

The ban order has had a mixed reaction.
Bakri’s spokesman Anjem Choudhry de-
scribed the order as “outrageous” and a
failure of the principle of free speech. But
Inayat Bunglawala of the Muslim council

of Britain said Bakri was unlikely to be
missed by the vast majority of Muslims in
the country.

Meanwhile, it has emerged that Syria
has made an extradition request for Bakri
to Beirut and the cleric could be extradit-
ed. The request mentions that Bakri is a
Syrian and is wanted in that country for
the many crimes he committed there.

The Lebanese foreign ministry ex-
plained that Bakri was taken into custody
on Thursday as part of a routine proce-
dure and may be held for only 72 hours.

At present, the Lebanese security forces
were questioning him about how he ob-
tained permission to enter the country
They also wanted to find out how the cler-
ic left the UK and entered Lebanon without
officials being aware of it.

Meanwhile, tough legal battles were an-
ticipated Friday after 10 foreigners were de-
tained on Thursday for deportation from
Britain. The foreigners -— said to include re-
puted al-Qaida “ambassador” Abu Qatada,
44, from Jordan — were rounded up in dawn
raids by immigration officers. Clarke said
they all faced deportation on national secu-
rity grounds, but on Friday the lawyer rep-
resenting seven of them, Gareth Pierce,
said it was “inevitable” that there would be
a legal challenge.



“Talagnama valid, says HC

MUMBAI, Aug. 10. The
Bombay High Court has ruled that
a Muslim woman who wishes to
marry a second time to a Hindu
man can do so as the talagnama,
issued by the religious head, is a
valid document and there is no
need for a court decree.

A Division Bench comprising
Chief Justice Mr Dalveer Bhandari
and Mr Justice DY Chandrachud
passed the order following a peti-
tion filed by’ Ms Shabnam Khan
(name changed) who wished to
marry a Hindu man.

Ms Khan’s lawyer Ms Flavia
Agnes said she had obtained oral
“talaaq from her earlier husband on

26 May 2003 and subsequently the
written talagnama was obtained.
However, when she went to the
registrar of marriages to get the sec-
ond marriage certified under the
Special Marriage Act, the register

-asked her get a court decree as the

talagnama was not a valid document.
Agnes said the registrar had asked
her to get a court decree nullifying
her earlier marriage as the wlagna-
ma was not sufficient. He also asked
her to convert to Hindu religion
before getting married to a Hindu.
The High Court said a talagnama
issued by a gazi was a valid docu-
ment nullifying a marriage and in
that case a court decree is not
required and that she can marry
under the .Special Marriage Act
without changing her religion.
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£ ﬂradjourns Hisba Bill

ISLA ABAD July —
Pakistan’s  apex court today

adj()urncd hearing on the contro-
versial ‘Hisba Bill’ introduced by
the North West Frontier Province,
after the local government
requested time to prepare its
response on the legislation that
provides for a Taliban-style
ombudsmen to supervise Islamic
practices.

The nine-member Supreme
Court Bench, hearing the case
after President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf referred the bill passed
by the Muthahida Majlis Amal
(MMA) led government in NWFP,
adjourned to 1 August following
the request of the provincial gov-
ernment’s counsel for more time.

The bill was condemned by mod-
erate political parties and human

rights groups as a legislation an&
at appointing a Taliban-style police
force headed by government-
appointed Islamic scholars as
‘ombudsmen’ at district and tehsil
levels with powers to inquire alle-
gations of “mal-administration”
and “protect and watch the
Islamic, values and etiquette.”

The bill was passed with a com-
fortable majority on 14 July 14 by
the Provincial Assembly after
which Gen. Musharraf, who was
hesitant to dismiss the MMA gov-
ernment, referred it to the apex
court.

As the court began the hearing
today, the counsel of the NWFP
government, Khalid Anwer said he
was engaged late by the provincial
government and needed time to
prepare for the case. — PTI
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Serial blasts in Sharm el-Sheikh kill ovrier 80, including foreign tourists B Al Qaeda-linked group cIalms responsibility

TOM PERRY
SHARM EL-SHEIKH | JULY 23

T LEAST 88 people

were killed and 200 in-

jured when car bombs

ripped through shop-
ping and hotel areas in the Red
Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh on
Saturday, at an hour when many
tourists were in bars and markets
in the hitherto safe resort, once
called a “city of peace”.

Eyewitnesses spoke of mass
panic and hysteria as people fled
the carnage in the early hours, with
bodies strewn across the roads,
people screaming and sirens
wailing.

South Sinai Governor Mustafa
Afifi said two car bombs and possi-
bly a suitcase bomb had rocked the
resort, popular with tourists and
with diplomats who have con-
vened world summits here.

Ahmed Mustafa, a waiter at a
coffee shop near the first of the ex-
plosions, said a massive fireball
tore through a shopping mall car
park at about 1:15 a.m. local time
on Saturday. Officials said a car
‘had exploded there, but an eyewit-
ness said a man had walked into a
crowd with a large travel bag and
announced in Egyptian Arabic: “I
have a bomb.” Most people
thought he was joking, said the
witness. Two minutes later an ex-
plosion took place where he had
put the bag.

Another blast tore the front off
the Ghazala Gardens Hotel and a
third hit a taxi rank in Naama Bay,
the site of most of the resort’s luxury
hotels. Sharm residents said the
blasts could be felt 10 km away.

Said Abdel Fattah, the head of
the ambulance service , said that
17 of the dead were burnt beyond

Egyptian security person riel and forensic experts examine a car near a hotel destroyed in the blast. Reuters

recognition. A senior Saudis, three
security source said Sea Britons, a Russian, a
23 people were in Gaza Stiip Ukrainian and an Is-
critical  condition Port Sed raeli Arab, spokes-
from among 35 casu- woman Hala el
alties taken to Cairo Khatib told
for treatment. reporters. But the

Most of the vic- British Foreign Office
tims were Egyptians in London said eight
but the Tourism Min- Britons were injured.
istry spokeswoman A group claiming
said seven non-Egyp- links to Al Qaeda

tians were dead, in- IE Map/B.K. SHARMA
cluding a Czech and an Ita lian, and
20 were injured. The injuured for-
eigners were nine ltalians, five

took responsibility
for the bombings, calling them re-
taliation for “crimes committed
against Muslims”, according to an

Internet statement.

The statement, which was not
carried on major Al Qaeda web-
sites, was signed by the Abdullah
al-Azzam Brigades of the Al Qaeda
Organisation in the Levant and
Egypt. It was not possible to au-
thenticate the claim.

In a short statement on televi-
sion, Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak said, “This will only make
us more determined to pursue ter-

rorism and dig it out by the roots...

We will not give in to its blackmail,
or seek a truce.” Mubarak had cut
short a holiday on the Mediter-
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' . Jacksvaw
-The umted States stands with our
friend and ally Eqypt. Togetherwe

will confront and defeat this scourge
- thatknows no houndafy and respects ’
nocreed,

—US Secretary of State
‘ Condoleezz2a Rice
We can defeat this blight that is re-
peatedly ravaging cities and carrying
offinnocent lives without the skght-
est explanation

. mSpamsh PM
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatew

!ndlscrimmate, bind terrorism
—Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas

ranean coast to fly to Sharm el-
Sheikh, officials said. Later, he also
went to the rival resort of
Hurghada, on the African shore of
the Red Sea, to reassure tourists.

Police arrested 35 people in the
Sharm el-Sheikh area, security
sources said, but it was not clear if
they were suspected of close links
with the bombers.

Egyptian Interior Minister Habib
el-Adli made an early suggestion of
possible links to attacks further
north last October, when 34 people
were killed near the Taba Hilton on
the Israeli border. Security sources
said at least one carthat blew up on
Saturday had special plates indicat-
ing it had come over the Israeli bor-
der at Taba. —Reuters
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‘Islamic’ terrorism:

dia’

0 A\\Y
HE LONDON’S 9/11
has once  again
brought the danger
that terrorism pre-

sents to world peace to the

forefront of academic and
media debates. Once again Is-
lam, its teachings and the de-
meanour of Muslims have
become the most sought after
themes for debate and discus-
sion in academic congregations
and editorials. Quite dismayin-
gly, Islam despite being one of
the fastest growing religions of

the world is being seen as suf-
fering from an image problem.

Distorted understanding .

The demonisation of Islam
has acquired such proportions
that the world today sees it as
‘dogmatic, intolerant and con-
frontational.” It is being per-
ceived as providing the
ideological and intellectual
foundation for the perpetrators
of violence in the garb of jihad
across the world, setting the
stage for a “clash of civilisa-
tions.” As things stand today,
there is no religion more mis-
understood and misinterpret-
ed than Islam. And the most
distressing part is that some
groups of Muslims themselves
have contributed to this dis-
torted understanding of Isiam.

The word ‘Islam’ is derived
from the root ‘salaam,” which
means ‘peace” However, the
greatest paradox in the Islamic
world today is that Muslims are
committing acts of violence by
invoking the name of Islam. To
make matters worse, writers
like Daniel Pipes and Samuel
Huntington, to validate their
claims of Islam being a belli-
cose religion, are resorting to
selective quoting from the Holy
Quran and a prejudiced under-
standing of jihad has become
their favourite alibi in this ex-
ploit,

The truth is that Islam strict-
ly prohibits all forms of aggres-
sion. The Holy Quran says: ‘If

Salil Kader

role

you do stretch your hand
against me to slay me, it is not
for me to stretch my hand
against you to slay you: for I do
fear Allah, the Cherisher of the
Worlds.” (Chapter 5, verse 28)
There can be no two ways
about the fact that those in-
dulging in violence in the name
of Islam are totally ignorant of
the injunctions of the Holy Qu-
ran. Such people do justice nei-
ther to the word nor spirit of
the Book. The Holy Quran ex-
plicitly proscribes acts of sui-
cide and self-destruction
(Chapter 4, verse 29). It also
forbids the killing of any inno-
cent person. According to it,
killing one innocent person is

SUBVERSIVE ACTS
COMMITTED BY
RECALCITRANT
ELEMENTS OF A
COMMUNITY OR FAITH
CANNOT BE HELD
AGAINST THE ENTIRE
COMMUNITY

tantamount to Kkilling the
whole humanity and saving the
life of one innocent person
amounts to saving the life of the
whole humanity (Chapter 5,
verse 32).

The only time a Muslim is
permitted to resort to violence
is when the same is foisted on
him and even this aggression
has to be within limits. The Ho-
ly Quran says: Fight in the
cause of Allah (with) those who
fight you, but do not transgress
limits; for Allah loveth not
transgressors (Chapter 2, verse
190). Such are the command-
ments of Allah to His people.

QM - \st
Every community has its

share of radicals who indulge in
violence for a cause, imagined
or real, that they believe in.
However the terror attacks of
the Irish Republican Army
were never called Catholic or
Christian terrorism; the sarin
gas attack of Aum Shinrikyo,
which derives inspiration from
Hinduism and Buddhism, was
never associated with its moth-
er religion. Why is not the
mindless violence unleashed
by supporters of the Sangh Pa-
rivar in Gujarat called Hindu
terrorism?

Violence by the Palestinian
Hamas is called Islamic terror-
ism. By the same logic, the
bombings of Gaza by the Israeli
army that kills and maims in-
nocents everyday should be
called Jewish terrorism. To-
gether these groups have been
responsible for the killing of
thousands of innocent people.
Why then has only Islam been
singled out for this indignity?
Everyone talks of the ‘Islamic

" bomb.” Ever heard of a ‘Chris-

tian bomb,” ‘Hindu bomb’ or a
‘Buddhist/Shinto bomb’?

Unsavoury situation

The truth is that subversive
acts committed by recalcitrant
elements of a community or
faith cannot be held against the
entire community. Muslims to-
day are facing the same unsa-
voury situation, which the
Sikhs faced in the decade of vio-
lence in Punjab. Itis imperative
that the media around the
world endorse the fact that no
faith encourages violence and
that acts of radical or extremist
groups do not represent their
true faith but stem from a mis-
interpretation of their reli-
gions. An overdose of rhetoric
can only worsen matters and
does no good.

The bottom line is that nei-
ther does Islam nor its teach-
ings have anything to do with
violence and Kkilling of inno-
cents nor does it in any way bar
Muslims from living pacifically
with non-Muslims.
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BRITAIN CRACKS DOWN ON ISLAMIC EXTREMISM

Osama ‘ambassador’

faces depo

July 21. — A Muslim cleric who has
been described as Osama bin
Laden’s “spiritual ambassador in
Europe” faces deportation to
Jordan under a crackdown on
Islamic extremists in the wake of
the London bombings. -

Mr Charles Clarke, the Home
Secretary, announced today that he
is taking new powers to deport or

.exclude from Britain people who
who incite others to commit terrorist
acts by preaching, running websites
or writing inflammatory articles.

Jordanian-born Abu Qatada,
who fled to Britain claiming perse-
cution, was held in Belmarsh Prison
without charge after the 9/11
attacks in America and is currently
the subject of a control order. Tapes
of his sermons were found in a
Hamburg flat used by some of the

9/11 hijackers and he is believed to

have inspired the shoe bomber
Richard Reid. He has been convict-
ed of terrorism in his absence in
Jordan and several European coun-
tries are believed to be trying to
extradite him.

The government will try to deport
Qatada under an agreement struck
with Jordan which guarantees that
deportees would not be mistreated
in the country.

The process could take years as
he could still challenge his removal
in the British courts. But yester-
day’s agreement reduces the
prospects of the court’s ruling that
deportation could breach the
European Convention on Human
Rights.

A second Jordanian man previ-
ously held at Belmarsh, Abu Rideh,
could also face deportation after
the deal is formally signed shortly.

- However, the agreement will not
affect other high-profile Muslim
extremists accused of inciting ter-
rorism such as Sheikh Omar Bakri
Mohammed, who has blamed the
London bombings on the British
people because they re-elected Mr
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The British Prime Minister has set his sights
on rooting out extremism.

Tony Blair on May. Dubbed “the
Tottenham Ayatollah”, he was
granted exceptional leave to remain
in Britain. But he has joint Syrian

-and Lebanese nationality and no

similar agreement exists with these
countries. .

The memo of understanding with
Jordan is the first of its kind struck
by Britain but ministers hope to
conclude similar agreements with
countries such as Morocco, Algeria
and Tunisia so that up to 20 known
Muslim extremists could eventually
be deported.

In practice, they are more likely
to be prosecuted under a new law
to be pushed through before
Christmas, which will outlaw indi-
rectly inciting others to carry out a
terrorist act.

This could be used against people
who support suicide bombings in
Israel as well as those who defend
the London attacks but would not
be retrospective.

Blair plans meet on terror
Also today, Mr Tony Blair an-

nounced plans to host an interna-
tional conference for countries

THE STATESMAN
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rtation"”

:&i by Islamic extrémism.

he British Prime Minister said he
was considering calling an interna-
tional conference on rooting out
Muslim extremism, and Islamic lead-
ers proposed a wide-ranging probe
of the suicide bombers’ motives.

The proposed international con-
ference, Mr Blair said, would focus
on the possibilities of taking “con-
certed action right across the world
to try to root out this type extremist
teaching”. He said 26 countries had
been attacked by the Al-Qaida and
associated groups, “so there is obvi-
ously a huge well of support and
understanding for the problems
that we have faced in this country
just recently”.

Arrest in Pakistan

In Lahore, a senior intelligence offi-
cial said: “We have an important
man in our custody. I am not in apo-
sition to disclose his name right now,
but the maximum that I can tell you
is that he has some direct links with
the London attacks.” The official
declined to say when the man was
arrested or elaborate on his alleged
iinks with the Londen bombings.
Pakistani police had earlier reported
detaining seven people.

In a related development, British
Islamic leaders today called for a
judicial inquiry into what motivated
the London suicide bombers. “The
scale of disenchantment amongst
Muslim youth is very clear to see,”
said Mr Inayat Bungalwala of the
Muslim Council of Britain.

“Various factors are at play:
underachievement in education; a
high rate of unemployment; dis-
crimination in the workplace; social
exclusion, and also the govern-
ment’s own policies, especially in
Iraq,” Mr Bungalwala said.

“The process of how we get four
homegrown suicide bombers must
be understood and that is why we
are calling for an inquiry,” the
Muslim leader added. — The -

Independent (Wit}lnputs from |
|
/ |
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REUTERS

T ISLAMABAD, JULY 18

enouncing the
London bomb-
ings as “un-Is-
lamic”, Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf
on Monday accused banned
militant groups of forcing their
ideology on others, adding that
some Islamic schools were in-
volved in terrorism.
Addressing a youth confer-
ence in Islamabad, Musharraf
said that nothing in the Koran
justified the July 7 London at-
tacks that killed at least 55
people. “Launching bomb at-
tacks in London in the name
of Islam is not Istam,” he said.
He also asked Punjab Chief
Minister Pervaiz Elahi to
crack down hard on religious
extremist groups and those in-
citing disturbance in the
province. He accused banned
militant organisations Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Sipah-e-Sa-
haba of forcing their ideology
upon others, although he did
not link them to the London
bombings. He also took aim at
Islamic schools that have been
‘accused of helping to inspire
the London attacks.
“Yes, today some madarsas
are involved in extremism and

A boy takes a break at Jamla
Binori madarsa in Karachi on
Monday. Reuters

» BIRMINGHAM: Britain's
largest Sunni group on Mon-
day issued a fatwa condemn-
ing the July 7 terror bombings
in London, The Jamaat-e-Ahl-
e-Sunnat said the bombings
were against Islam, adding
that any type of suicide attack
was against the Koran. "Leav-
ing aside the atrocities being
committed in Palestine and
Iraq, the attacks in London
have no Islamic justifica-
tion...We condemn those who
may have been behind the
masterminding of these acts...
who incited these youths... to
further their own perverted
ideology,” the fatwa said.

L_ —pri

terrorism,” he said.

Musharraf’s comments
came after an intelligence offi-
cial named one of five mili-
tants detained by security
forces at the weekend as Qari
Usman, a Jaish-e-Moham-
mad bomb expert who may
havebeen involvedina plot to
kill Musharraf in 2003.

The militants were detained
in Faisalabad as part of a
crackdown launched after the
London bombings. “These
peaple have been arrested be-
cause they are militants,” the
official said. *We are trying to
establish if they had any links
with those involved in the

+ London blasts.”

The intelligence official said
Usman was a close associate
of Amjad Farooqi, akey plan-
ner of a December 2003 at-
tempt on Musharraf’s life and
an associate of its Al Qaeda
mastermind, Abu Faraj Farj al
Liby. While Pakistan has yet to
confirm that three of the Lon-
don bombers visited the coun-
try before the attacks, Pak-
istani officials said they
entered Pakistan via Karachi
last year.

‘Bombings not linked to
UK support on Iraq war’

_ PAULMAJENDIE
LONDON, JULY 18

BRITISH Foreign Secre-
tary Jack Straw today dis-
missed statements by an in-
fluential thinktank that
backing the US in Iraq put
Britain more at risk from ter-
rorist attacks.

Security experts said the
Iraq war had boosted recruit-
ment and fund-raising for Al
Qaeda. The report was issued
as Britain’s Interior Minister,
Charles Clarke, met Opposi-
tion party leaders to seek a
consensus in drawing up
tougher anti-terror legislation,
such as outlawing acts prepar-
ingor inciting acts of terrorism.

The report from the re-
spected Royal Institute of In-
ternational ~ Affairs  said

Britain had suffered by play-
ing “pillion passenger” to
Washington.

“The UK is at particular risk
because it is the closest ally of
the US,” said security experts
Frank Gregory and Paul
Wilkinson. “Riding pillion
with a powerful ally has
proved costly in terms of
British and US Military lives,
Iraqi lives, military expendi-

ture and the damage caused
to the counter-terrorism cam-
paign,” they said.

“The time for excuses for
terrorism is over,” Straw
countered. “The terrorists
have struck across the world,
in countries allied with the
US, backing the war in Iraq,
and in countries which had
nothing whatever to do with
the war in Iraq.. They struck in
Kenya, in Tanzania, in In-
donesia, in Yemen, they struck
this weekend in Turkey which
was not supporting our action
inIraq.”

Blair, whose trust ratings
plummeted due to the Iraq:
conflict, has always refuted
the notion that Britain's role
in wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan has made the
countrylesssafe. —Reuters

Bombing ‘un-Islamic’, Gen points to madarsas

£900 worth of
scent, aftershave
went into bomb

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON,JULY 18

DAYS before the 7/7
London attacks, one of the
suspected bombers, Ja-
maican-born  Germaine
Lindsay, bought designer
perfumes and aftershaves
as a deadly mix for the
home-made devices used
to trigger the explosions,
Monday’s Miror daily
quoted police as saying.

Lindsay (19) spent at
least £900 at three shops
on dozens of bottles of
scent. Among his pur-
chases were 10 Gaultier
perfumes whose metal
containers would have
splintered into lethal shrap-
nelin an explosion.

“The active ingredient in
any perfume is alcohol
which can be used in creat-
ing devices. The effect
would be more incendiary,
like napalm ... (and) would
create more fire and there-
fore more burn injuries,”
explained terror expert Dr
Andrew Silke of the Uni-
versity of East London.

Detectives are also in-
vestigating whether Lind-
say bought peroxide, an in-
gredient in the acetone
peroxide—also known as
TATP or “Mother of Sa-
tan”—used in the London
attacks.

Lindsay’s spending pat-
terns had already aroused

d

the suspicion of his bank,
causing it to bring in private
detectives. Noel Hogan, of
investigators Hogan and
Co. International, said,
“We were aware of this
man’s movements in the
immediate run-up to the
London bombing,” adding
that they had passed on
their findings to the anti-
terrorism branch.

Until about two months
ago, Lindsay worked as a

“The active
ingredient in
perfume is
alcohol...the
effect would be
more incendiary,

like napalm’

fitter for Haddenham Car-
pets in Aylesbury. While
there, be called himself
Gemal Lindsay, joining his
redl name with his Islamic
name, Abdullah Shaheed
Jamal. Around the time he
left the job, he stopped
making his accustomed
weekly telephone calls to
his father, Nigel, in Ja-
maica.

A shocked Samantha
Lewthwaite (21), the
mother of Lindsay’s year-
old son, said, “Inever imag-
ined he was involved in
such horrific activities.”




ey

STfert @of® A “m T
o RopeE s 3 =
VAR i WE FImE g
A1 I SRR @ I
A agmd W @R
S FENRE| ST I@q, W
I wy 93D e T,
TG A G5! TAS A5

fewraer A sifewtaw
Q5P few gn T faed ol
furare| RUTFETER 17 s
5 W e T A
aifépse fcafest 3 o Ptz
ag  oAwz &b
foewd e 3
AFY FCACRA,
Mt
TMEPSTATS
et e zw, @I
™l WAl 933
Ty WRE AT
@PreSs  Aarew
ST MR elfeut
forrs vl W
Reeel, ~iffEfs s ficsg
et AT ARIGA T AR
P | By WA (FSAE T,
o fifiem w®  sewEe
A emmee Ao it
i) f&fT siferis sTeR-aTe
SESIEE IR ECE BT
e SRS |

@ 7% wEER T wiiE e
T @i AN 9@
20, SR A SRS SREE
TrAcR| - fewNtyy wirE Wl
forrare,  woa-wits IEEe
Rrerrs i @ere? o tef
<% MF IvTE 198 SEid,
oz i T g3te eirE|
s i AR @
A 4 TS Rews A

M SAredl, @3 g2 S AN |
T ciffeR 7@ Piore @,
oo Wy e efie
o @enl Tafe!

TSNS} ST WY (IES
wﬁa\qﬁﬁawvﬂﬁs@m
WWW !

il IC’QW

d § 3 00,
o> mm\am @
Bfbel  sifram s,

AN &AW So TR A

e, TR ve o gl SRl BGE

Sl Ig PR k00> HA
m‘“mﬁ N AEETE e
mmﬁfcml a3 W

R [E go =wb AfewifE
e % ToF &R @S @
e & 1, e @rew 7o)
dAferg  Prare, wnbEGw
RIENE I O e E D O
TRARTAIZT (45 ROTES |
ofd T 2ElE | @3 IR

HOr® AIGHETS] @2 @W"
e frwe @2 &g grem |
wetta et frwas tofim
e @ Feidim «@ g T
433, (2 W @s aTEe
fer FT (e Rovwss
fiteifeer| oo Rafvres e
ER-a P1a3s 6 oitafes
cifera=m fice =ffem

‘5 ?\!ﬁ DA}»P LI IR



"Ayodhya to UK: It's
Lashkar all the way

Attackers trained b\ﬁ’ak-based militants

HT Correspondents q
Ayodhya/Lucknow/London, July 15

x\(\’ \

WIDE APART in space but coming almost back-
to-back in time, the July 5 attack in Ayodhya and
the July 7 London bombings have a shared attrib-
ute: both happened under the long, sinister shad-
ow of the Lashkar-e-Tayeeba (LeT).

Ten days after the terror strike on the disputed
complex in the temple town, Uttar Pradesh DGP
Yashpal Singh on Friday announced a major
breakthrough in the case, identifying all five
men, who had tried to storm the complex, as LeT
militants from Pakistan.

In London, too, investigators have found con-
clusive evidence that during his trip to Pakistan
in December, Shehzad Tanweer, one of the three
bombers from Leeds, had attended a madrassa co-
founded by Osama-bin-

Laden and run by the § The UP police
LeT near Lahore. .

In Lucknow, the DGP | have evidence
said the Ayodhya attack- that the militants
ers, who had set up .
camp in Delhi, had been who tried to
remote-controlled by the
LeTs J&K area vom. | Storm Ayodhya
mander  Mohammad ; had links with the
Kari. Identifying two of >
the slain militants as LeT’s J&K area
Yunus and Arshad, he i commander. The
said efforts were on to U id
identify the other three K cops too sai
men. In Delhi, the mili- § at least one of the
tants had stayed at two
different locations — § London bombers
Kishangarh and Deoli had attended an
village. Farooq and
Nadeem, two youngmen § Le€I-run madrassa
arrested from the Mend-

har area of Jammu’s Poonch district, had served
as their couriers, helping them ferry their arms
and ammunition. These two men, had been ar-
rested following the recovery of a mobile phone
on one of the slain militants, the DGP said.

Farooq, he said, had come to Srinagar in the
third week of May. There, he got a special cavity
made in his Tata sumo to conceal five AK rifles
and loads of ammunition. He drove the vehicle to
Panipat, in Haryana, himself.

But the Chinese-made guns had been provided
by Kari, the LeT’s J&K area commander. The
weapons were taken to Delhi via Panipat by Fa-
rooq and then handed over to the militants, who
carried them to Faizabad and Akbarpur in the
last week of June.

Yunus, one of the two identified militants, used
to stay with Mehmood, another LeT activist.
Yunus posed as a cloth-and-vegetable merchant
while Mehmood joined a private institute for Eng-
lish learning in Munirka where he attended class-
es till January 15.

The UP police said the militants, who split inte
two groups, visited Faizabad near Ayodhya sever-
al times in June. On July 5, they used tri-nitro-
toulene (TNT) explosives — not RDX — to blast
their way into the temple complex. The dialect
some eyewitnesses heard them speaking was ei-
ther Sindhi or Baloch, they added.

See also Page 13
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Mushiag

Faroog
Ahmied
Worked at
Rajouri
shrine. Drove

Mohd
Naseem
Belongstoa
Paonch
village. A key
LeT contact
man

Abdul Aziz
Also.belongs
to Poonch.
Offered vital
fogistical

Drove another

jeep with
attackers

Abhmed
Another LeT
man based at
Poonch.
Offered logis-
tical help

Terror trip across five states

How group of eight got down to business
and succeeded —well almost

Voice of terror
The men ot the
suicide squad

¢ were speaking in
Sindhi or Baloch
dialects,
according to cops

Poonch ». Srinagar

Panipat
A vehicle was refitted
for hiding weapons.
Though ferrorists were
stopped at various
check posts, cops could
find nothing suspicious

@

Hideouts |
Srinagar, | LeT cell
i Akbarpur | including
i & Ayodhya | women

Weapons Vehicles
AK rifles, Tata Sumo
grenades JK12 0951,
& rockets JK12 0267

They couldn't ride the waves

w A ‘destroyed’
mobile offered
clues with its
unique IME!
¥ (international Mobile
Equipment Identity),
no. intact. Calls
, traced from Ayodhya
¥ toJammu

e

M Faroog had got in
- touch witl Pak-based
LeT on a ©ophisticated
wireless et on July 5. it
was intecepted by a
central ecurity agency

Grphic: DEEPAK H. & VINEY

Abu Salam

- Police are LeT man wb Helped attack-
probing his travelled wh ers with logis-
tinks with Pak- attackers ) tical support in
based L.ashkar Ayodhya Uttar Pradesh

e
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CAPITAL STORY # UK harbouring thousands of Al Qaeda sympathisers, says document commissioned by PM Tony Blair

ondon the ‘most important’ city for radical Islam

London silent, remembers
the many who were felled

DONMELVIN
LONDON, 14 JULY

OW that police allege

the four men who det-

onated bombs on the

London transport sys-
tem last week were native-born
British Muslims, the country may
have a particularly combustible
mix: strong networks of radical re-
cruiters and a large population
from which to recruit.

Britain has a relatively large
Muslim population, spread in vati-
ous areas throughout the country.
No one doubts that the vast major-
ity of British Muslims are law-abid-
ing and patriotic.

But as a small percentage of
Muslim youth around the world
have become, over the last 15 years,
more susceptible to appeals from
radicals, so too have British youth.

“There are a large number of
Muslims who are relatively unas-
similated and unintegrated into
British society,” said Jonathan
Stevenson, a counter-terrorism ex-
pertwith the London-based Inter-
national Institute for Strategic
Studies. “So that makes it a fairly
ripe recruiting ground.”

According to a document com-

>STYLXT N Yian

missioned by British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair after the train
bombings in Madrid last year—
and leaked last weekend to the
Sunday Times—a network of “ex

tremist recruiters” is circulating
on British campuses. The docu-
ment said Britain may now be har-
bouring thousands of Al Qaeda
sympathisers.

With its teeming diversity and
what were regarded, until recently,
as lenient asylum laws, London has
become in recent decades a center
for Middle Eastern research insti-
tutes, political foundations and a
host of Arab news organizations.

In the process, it also turned into
acenter for radical Muslim politics.

And many notorious terrorist
crimes have had links to London.
Zacarias Moussaoui, the only per-
sonin the US charged in connection
with the September 11 attacks, at-
tended a London mosque led by the
radical cleric Abu Harmza Masri.

So did Richard Reid, the “shoe
bomber,” who tried to blow up an
airliner in December 2001.

The list goes on.

French officials, who felt the
British were too free in allowing
radical Islamists to operate, took to
calling the city “Londonistan”.

A slgn Is held up as members of the pubiic observe a two-minute silence in Trafalgar
Square, In memory of victims of the London serial blasts. Reuters

PAUL MAJENDIE
LONDON, JULY 14

OFFICE workers streamed
onto the streets and traffic
ground to a halt as London
paused in silent tribute on
Thursday, a week to the day
since at least 52 people were
killed in suicide bomb attacks.

The chimes of Big Ben
boomed across the city to mark
the start of a two-minute si-
lence that was widely observed
elsewhere in Europe. Black
cabs and double-decker buses
pulled over as an eerie silence
descended on the capital.

At the four sites where sus-
pected Islamic militants struck
underground trains and abus,
Londoners bowed their heads
in grief on a swelteringly hot
day. Some wiped away tears.

“I just lost one of my best
mates—but two minutes ain’t
going to bring him back,” said

Declan O’Hora, 22, contem-
plating the death of his child-
hood friend Ciaran Cassidy at
King’s Cross station.

All landings and take-offs
were briefly suspended at
Heathrow airport and finan-
cial markets paused to re-
member the dead.

Queen Elizabeth stood in
silence at Buckingham Palace,
while Prime Minister Tony
Blair observed the tribute at
his Downing Street residence.

In Trafalgar Square, a giant
banner declared “One City,
One World.” The sombre
scene was in sharp contrast to
last week’s celebrations of
London being picked to host
the 2012 Olympics.

Dr Amjad Ali, standing out-
side the Regent’s Park
Mosque in London, said the
bombings were a tragedy.

But he added: “How many
minutes of silence would you

|

have to observe if we had a
minute’s silence for people
who died in Irag, Afghanistan,
Kashmir and Palestine?”

In Spain, Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero,
who came to power in an elec-
tion three days after the March
11, 2004 Madrid train bomb-
ings people, joined the two
minutes of silence during a visit
to Valencia. On Indonesia’s
tourist istand of Bali, about 150
people placed candles at the
monument marking the site of
the October 2002 night club
blasts that killed 202 people.

Pope Benedict prayed for
an end to terrorism during
hisholiday in the Italian Alps.

In Paris, President Jacques
Chirac’s annual Bastille Day
address was put back so the
French could mark the mo-
ment. Chiracstood silent on the
steps of the Elysee Palace.

—Reuters



The intangible network

bdul Rahman Makdad,

the man who organised

two bus bombings in

erusalem which killed 19

people, calmly described how he

and the 23-year-old bomber

Mohammed Za’ul had eaten a hum-

mus breakfast before Za'ul set out

on the first mission in January last
year.

In an interview with The

Independent in April 2004, he said

they had had “ordinary conversa-

tion” as Makdad prepared the -

explosives the previous night. He
added coolly: “There was no need at

all'to convince this man to carry out -

the operation. He himself chose to
be a martyr. The easiest thing [about
such operations] is to find a martyr.
In our nation we have thousands of
people who want to be martyrs.”

1t is during the Israeli Palestinian
conflict over the last five years, that
the phenomenon of suicide bomb-
ing has been most studied.

On the one hand the Israeli expe-
rience provides some answers —
not least through the fréquent
arrests and interrogation of failed
suicide bombers and the despatch-
“ers and organisers of successful ones
— to the still deeply disturbing
juestion of why young men, or,
increasingly, among Palestinian mil-
itants at least, young women, are
prepared so readily to sacrifice their
lives ~ even for a national cause in
which they passionately believe.

On the other, that research -

extensive though it is — may give :

many fewer clues in what motivated
the quite different West Yorkshire
cell which now appear to have per-
petrated the London bombings.
. It’s true that techniques like the
videos made by Palestinian -— and
in" some cases — Iraqi suicide
_attackers before a mission, or the
last dinner enjoyed by their Tamil
" Tiger counterparts with a revered
idol from the movement may be
ways of locking the bomber in, and
_ preventing second thoughts.

All the evidence, however, is that
most attackers approach their mis-
sions with relatively light hearts and
confident of its absolute rightness, in

~ the way that Makdad described.

" “That doesn’t of course mean that

- stiicide bombers: in different coun-
tries are motivated in the same way.
Nevertheless Boaz Ganor, the head
of the Herzilya Institute of Policy
Research for Counter Terrorism,
believes that counter-intuitively the
bomber has taken “an entirely ratio-
nal’ decision. It is based on his
indoctrination in a version of Islam
which bars suicide but which
encourages “martyrdom” and which
explicitly ensures that the martyr
will go straight to paradise-bringing,

IR

A group like Al-Qaida is unlike the Palestinian factions
which have a focussed national goal and yet the former has
the power to kill innocent civilians cn.a gleeal scale; writes

DONALD MACINTYRE in JerLoalem i+

Armed jihadi militants from the Gaza Strip refugee camp of Rafah. Fired by revenge, they are the inspiration for

at-least in the Palestinian case, hon-
our among his peers of his name in
the process.

And although there is littie tradi-
tion of martyrdom in Sunni Islam,
religion, and the concept of a trans-
lation from a frequently miserable
earthly world for a heavenly one,
certainly plays a central part in many

“cases. It is a totemic fact that a note
left in an airport car park from
Mohammed Atta, the leader of the
suicide bombers who in September
2001 did most to change the world
order, exhorted his comrades to

remember the 72 virgins they would

encounter in paradise.

But most of the recent literature
on the subject - and three books on
the subject have been published in
the last few months - shrinks from
providing one simple explanation
for suicide bombing. The earthly
benefits of money for the “martyr’s”
family from the Palestinian armed

THE ST ATECM AN

- suicide-bombers, including those of Al-Qaida. — AFP

factions — and until his toppling.
Saddam Hussein — may be part of
the explanation on occasions.

You didn’t have to stay long at the
pitifully dilapidated home in the
West Bank village Rantis of the 17-
year-old militarit who bombed a bus
stop outside Tel Aviv on the single
day in September 2003 which saw
two bombings in quick succession —
to realise that the family — the
mother deeply grieving, the aunt
less convincingly professing . her

“pride” in her nephew’s sacrifice -,

Was poor.

But that, 100, is no more than one
of many elements of the story even
among Palestinian militants — and
is unlikely to figure at all in the
machinations of Al-Qaida.

In an attempt to render the multi-
ple complexities of a suicide
bombers’ motivation two recent
authors, Anne Marie Oliver and
Paul Steinberg, suggest: “What the

rank-and-file {of Hamas] seemed to
live and die for, in the end, was nei-
ther hospitals nor politics nor ideol-
ogy nor religion nor the Apocalypse,
but rather an ecstatic camaraderie
in the face of death on the path of
Allah.” ,

Another expert, Louise
Richardson, executive dean at
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced
Stady, = Harvard ~ University
cxplained that among. suicide
bombers there was oftgn “more
interest in the dying than the killing,
as evidenced by the sometimes
remarkable lack of attention to
deploying the suicide bomb to max-
imum effect.”

Though this is no doubt true on

“occasions, the terrible flip side is

often an apparent indifference to
the death of victims in cases like last
week’s where the bombers have
tried to maximise the killing,
Abdul Rahman Makdad was at

his most chilling 15 months ago
when he claimed he could not even
remember the.numbers of the buses
whose bombing he had organised in

—Jerusalem in January and February

2004. :

But Ms Richardson — controver-
sially- questions whether the moti-
vation for suicide bombing is really
as unique as.it is made out to be,
adding: “In all our societies we
reserve the highest honours for
those who have given their lives for
their country. :

--Having read these studies one is
left wondering whether suicide
bombers are so different. Had the
members of the Hamas cell whose
final videotape is depicted by Oliver
and Steinberg ever learnt Latin, and
had an eye for dramatic effect, one
could imagine them ending their
video reciting in unison Horace’s:
ode into the camera: Dulce et deco-
rum est pro patria mori.

And yet this does nothing to
explain, much less confront, a net-
work, if that’s what it is, like Al-
Qaida which unlike the Palestinian
factions do not even have a com-
prehensibly focussed national
goal and yet which has the power
to kill innocent civilians on a giob-
al scale. Much less could it help
with the rootless individuals who
may be connected to extremist
organisations by the Internet as
depicted by Dr Rosemary Hollis
since last Thursday’s carnage.

Nor, finally, does it do justice to
the disturbing crises posed to free
societies by the suicide bombers -
problems that can be described as
unique. They cannot easily be
described as “cowardly”- the word
routinely used to' describe the
Irish Republican bomber who
slips a catrier bag under a chair in
a pub before making his escape;
or “evil” when he may think he or
she is doing something good. They
cannot be “hunted down™” by the
forces of law and order when they
have died with their victims and
when their names may even be
proudly proclaimed by their com-
rades. - ’

They cannot be subject to pun-
ishment, let alone vengeance, for
the same reason. Dr Ganor right-
ly points out that almost ali mod-
ern suicide bombings are organ-
ised rather than the alternative of
what he calls “personal initiative
attacks”, and argues that it is the
organisations which therefore have
to be confronted. True though that
may be, it is far from clear how easy
that is going to be in the case of the
slaughter in London’s first suicide

‘bombing.

— The Independent



‘Beware the hype about a backlash

Barring a few stray incidents there is no anti-Muslim backlash post-7/7.

)(\O/\\{\ Y

NYONE WATCHING some of the

Indian television channels might

be led into believing that a full-

lown anti-Muslim backlash is

brewing in Britain after last week’s train

bombings. The truth is that barring a few

stray incidents of intimidation and stone-

throwing the situation has remained unex-
pectedly calm.

Despite real and widespread fear, nothing
that would even remotely fit the description
of an organised “backlash” has happened
nearly a week after the July 7 carnage. Much
worse incidents of “Paki-bashing” and rac-
ism have taken place in more normal times
than those reported after the bombings.

This is not to ignore these incidents or
deny that a climate of fear exists. Worship-
pers at a north London mosque were report-
edly abused by passers-by as news of the
blasts spread, and the Muslim Council of
Britain reported receiving some 30,000 abu-
sive and threatening email within hours of
the explosions. There have also been reports
of incidents at mosques outside London, and
a mysterious fire broke out at gurdwara in
Kent after apparently being mistaken for a
place of Muslim worship.

But given the level of Islamophobia in
Britain at the best of times, this is minor
stuff — isolated acts of individual fanatics.
Condemnable though they are, hyping them
is likely to fuel passions among Muslim
hotheads outside Britain who do not know
the facts, and create panic among families
and friends of British Muslims in other
countries.

This is already happening. A number of
Muslims have said that their relatives in
India got extremely concerned after seeing
media reports of an alleged anti-Muslim
backlash.

“They were surprised when I told them
that no such thing was happening that Mus-
lims were quite safe,” one Muslim academic
said.

It is easy to see why some of the reporting
in the Indian media, particularly on televi-
sion, has tended to be alarmist. It has “mod-
ern journalism” written all over it — young
reporters parachuted into situations of
which they have little background. The
temptation to dramatise in such situations is
strong ~ not with the intention to mislead
but to catch the headlines, and to be seen to
justify the expenses and confidence placed
in them by their bosses.

Coming back to the “backlash,” as some-
one who witnessed the virulent anti-Muslim
mood in Britain after 9/11, I find the post-7/7
climate surprisingly less hostile. Despite fin-
ger-pointing and a lingering suspicion of
Muslims, there is not the sort of pressure
they faced in the wake of 9/11. In a large
measure, this is because Britain’s Muslim
community has learnt a few lessons in the
past four years.

And the biggest lesson it has learnt is that
it must come out openly and clearly against
extremists acting in the name of Islam. It has
realised that simply saying that Islam does
not permit violence would not do; and no
amount of condemnation of terrorists would
sound convincing if it is always accompanied
by airing of Muslim grievances, which many

Hasan Suroor
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STANDING UP TO BE COUNTED: A representative of the Muslim community in London speaks at a gathering on
Saturday to remember the victims of 7/7. ~ PHOTO: AFP

interpret as a qualified condemnation.

It is significant how quickly and sharply
Muslim “leaders” and ordinary Muslims re-
acted to the July 7 attacks. Within hours,
they were on television looking angry, and
sounding angry at what had happened.
Statements from Muslim organisations
started pouring into newspaper offices of-
fering help in tracking down those behind
the bombings.

Refreshingly, there was no reference to
any Muslim-related issue in any of the reac-
tions and the revulsion seemed genuinely
felt and expressed.

As The Guardiannoted even in places like
Luton, regarded as a hotbed of Islamic extre-
mism, the anger was palpable — and de-
nunciation unambiguous.

In a sign of how much the mood has

S N I 1

changed, activists of the radical Hizb-ut-
Tahrir group were seen handing out leaflets
outside a mosque declaring that Islam did
“not allow the harming of innocent civil-
ians.” This from an organisation that in the
past has hailed terrorist attacks.

Not only have leading Muslim scholars
and religious figures made common cause
with other faith communities in denouncing
terrorists, there is even talk of issuing a
fatwa against those who kill in the name of
Islam.

The fact that a number Muslims have also
been killed or injured in the attacks has
created an overwhelming sense of unity with
victims of other faiths.

Public face of the tragedy

Indeed, a young British Asian Muslim girl
has become the public face of the July 7
tragedy — a symbol of how it has affected
every community.

The family of 20-year-old Shahara Akhter

Islam, who is feared dead, is quoted as saying
that she has been killed “in the name of the
religion that she loved.”

This is how The Independent profiled her
in a front-page splash:

“Shahara Akhter Islam was a devout Mus-
lim with all her life before her ... And now
this young woman, who so confidently strad-
dled the twin cultures of her mosque and her
city is ... feared dead, a victim of the horrific
violence wreaked on London this week, al-
most certainly by terrorists of Al-Qaeda,
murdering and maiming in the name of her
faith.”

Barring the usual suspects on the Right,
the British media has acted with great re-
straint this time and, more importantly,
highlighted the apparent change in the Mus-
lim attitude — the community’s willingness
to stand up and be counted against fellow
Muslims abusing Islam. This makes some of
the breathless reporting in the foreign
media even more jarring,



‘Muslims fear backlash
after hate mail deiuge

London, July 8 (Reuters):
Muslim leaders called on wor-
shippers to pray today for the
victims of the London bomb-
ings blamed on radical Is-
lamists, as fears of an anti-
Muslim backlash were fuelled
by a deluge of abusive mes-
sages,

The Muslim Council of
Britain said it had received
30,000 messages of hate via e-
mail, jamming its computers.

The Islamic Human Rights
Commission warned London
Muslims to stay at home to
avoid retaliation. London po-
lice chief Ian Blair said the au-
thorities were in touch with
Muslim leaders and those of
other faiths to protect symbol-
ic buildings.

“We are aware of one or
two very minor incidents
across the country but so far,
as I would expect, Britain,
with its liberal and welcoming
approach to people, is taking it
in its stride,” Blair said.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
condemned bombers who “act
in the name of Islam” but said
the majority of Muslims, both
in Britain and abroad, were
decent people who hated ter-
rorism.

Many in London’s Edg-
ware Road — close to one of
the underground stations that
was attacked and home to
scores of Lebanese, Iraqi and

A boy yawns during prayers at the Regent’s Park
mosque in London. (Reuters)

Egyptian businesses — con-
demned yesterday’s attacks
but feared there would be a
knee-jerk revenge reaction.

“The whole world now will
point at me and say I am an
Arab and Muslim terrorist,”
said Zakaria Koubissi, a 29-
year-old manager of a
Lebanese restaurant.

“We expect to be harassed.
It is a natural reaction, but
people should know that Islam
does not tell or allow us to kill
innocent people,” he added.

A previously unknown
group, “Secret Group of al

HE 7ELEG‘?APH

Qaida’s Jihad in Europe,”
claimed responsibility for the
attacks that targeted a bus and
three underground stations.

Despite the appeal for soli- .

darity from moderate Mus-
lims, Imran Waheed of Hizb
ut-Tahrir Britain, a radical
Muslim group dedicated to
building an Islamic caliphate
worldwide, said it would con-
tinue to speak out against the
West.

“Despite the intense scruti-
ny that our community will
find itself under after these at-
tacks, it is imperative that the

Muslim con??’numtyq ot si-

lenced about the colonidlism
of western governments,* the
group said.

The group that claimed re-
sponsibility said in a website
posting the attacks were in re-
sponse to what it described as
the “massacre carried out by
Great Britain in Iraq and
Afghanistan”.

Many Muslims regard the
US-led 2003 invasion of Iraq,
where Britain has troops de-
spite broad public opposition,
as a campaign against their
faith. They also accuse the
West of supporting Israel in
the dispute with the Palestini-
ans.

Speaking of the London
bombers, Ahmed al-Merri, a
27-year-old government em-
ployee visiting from the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, said: “They
want to stop the killing of peo-
ple inIraq and Afghanistan, so
they come to kill innocent peo-
ple here and ruin ordinary
Muslims’ lives.” /
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RAVI BATRA

~~\Women under one God

~ MEHBOOBAMUFTI ﬁ( Shariat in spirit and in practice.

ORN and raised under the
B influence of a grandfather

who lived Islam in its true
essence, I am appalled at the way
Islam is misinterpreted and mis-
used by a handful of people who
claim to be authorities on the
Shariat. I saw my grandfather living
the Shariat in the way he treated
women, be it my grandmother or
his daughters or daughters-in-law,
my sisters or me. The way he loved
and réspected everyone had a
striking similarity to the stories we
had heard about the Prophet’s
way of life. It seemed that he was
living the Koran, Hadith and

I now wonder how my grandfa-
ther would have reacted to the
plight of women such as Shah
Bano, Mukhtara Mai in Pakistan,
Gudia and Imrana. His first con-
cern would have been to address
the pain, humiliation and shock of
these women. He would then have
wanted to deliver justice to these
hapless victims of violence. Koran,
Hadith and the Shariat are not ordi-
nary pieces of literature that can be
taken and applied literally. To un-
derstand them it is not enough to
know their meaning word for word.
What one requires is purity of
thought, aswell as an adherence to
humanity, justice and equality that

are the pillars of Islam. Was it hu-
mane for Shah Bano tobe deserted
by her husband without any sup-
port, at the fag-end of her life?
What is just for the rapists of

Women’s rights,
polygamy, jihad...
where will the
misinterpretation of

Islam end?

23

Mukhtara Mai to be released from
jail? What will happen to Imrana,
caught between her estranged hus-
band, her accused father-in-law

Imrana’s mother-inlaw

and a hostile society? What hurts
me, as a Muslim and also as a
woman, is that unjust and inhu-
mane diktats are passed in the
name of Islam and the Shariat.

The idea of four marriages for a
man under Islam is routinely ma-
ligned and misunderstood without
regard for historical context. Nowa-
days, jihad is the most talked about
and most used/ misused aspect of
Islam. The misinterpretation of ji-
had has overtaken everything that
Islam stands for. In my opinion, a
jihad is needed to clear the disinfor-
mation against the very word ‘jihad’
itself!

Looking at the pathetic scenario
of women, it would be the greatest

at home in Charthawal
village

Flexible Iaw inflexible justice

 UZMANAHEED

much because of the heinous

crime purported to have been
committed against her, butbecause
of her victimization by the media.
We don’t know for sure if she was
raped by her father-inlaw, since the
case is under investigation. Butone
thing we do know is that the media
has raped her repeatedly.

In other such cases where reveal-
ing the real identity could embarrass
the victim and her family, it has in-
variably been kept secret by the me-
dia. Of course Imrana, Gudia and
others like them are exceptions to
this golden rule. It is common prac-
tice to make an issue of stray social

IMRANA is unfortunate not so

problems or criminal mc1dents in
Muslim society. Child marriage of
Hindus is rampant in Madhya
Pradesh, Sati is still practiced in Ra-
jasthan. Hindu Undivided Family
laws have taken away the right of in-
heritance of Hindu women alto-
gether. But these are not issues
highlighted by the media. TV chan-
nels, while making a hue and cry
about Imrana, are remarkably reti-
cent about these other ills in India.
What they really need is the pretext
of a Gudia or an Imrana to have de-
bates, discussions, and big or small
fights on TV, so that Islamic Law
canbe subjected to criticism.

The ironyis that this isbeing done
without bothering to get authentic
knowledge of either Islamic Law or

the case itself. Even when the facts of
the case are drastically changed after
investigation, there is not a word of
penitence, apology or regret. Natu-
rally, all Muslims are united in the
view that the suspect, if proven
guilty, should be awarded the most
stringent possible punishment. The
fact is that no law should be studied
in isolation, as it forms an integral
part of jurisprudence as awhole.

Since Deoband represents the
Hanafi school, the fatwa in question
naturally reflects Hanafi figh. There
are four major schools of thought
available to Muslims, Islamic laws
have an inherent elasticity to suit
various situations; it is time that
Muslims took advantage of this le-
gal elasticity.

It is sad that an eminent lawyer
like Soli Sorabjee too was so carried
away by media coverage that he
simply ignored the basic principle of
justice; the accused should not be
treated as a perpetrator of crime un-
less proven guilty. He gives his ver-
dictin “Imrana and the Fatwa” (The
Indian Express, July 2): “A young
woman was raped by her father-in-
law”. According to Sorabjee, the
fatwa of Darul Uloom Deoband
states that Imrana has become
haram, is not fit to live with her hus-

_ band, and instead should live with

her father-in law. I don’t know his
source for this version of the fatwa. I
am sure he must not have seen the
text of the fatwa (or its copy), nor
must he have bothered to check it

service to Islam to propagate the
teachings of the Prophet about
women, be it the right to property,
the right to choose her husband, or
indeed any other right. Islam is per-
haps the only religion in the world
which has made the right to educa-
tion a duty for all, be it a man or a
woman. “Talebul allima, farizatun
alla kulli muslimmena wa mulsima”
(“It is the duty of every Muslim to
get education”). The Prophet has
also emphasised that a husband
should treat his wife affectionately
and never be rough with her. Itis
said in Islam that besides God, if a
Muslim were to bow before anyone
else it would have to be a mother.
This speaks volumes about the sta-
tus of women in Islam. To propa-
gate this aspect of Islam would be
the realjihad.

I still firmly believe that the
Shariat is the most just law and if
immediate steps are not taken to
interpret it in its true sense, then
Muslims would be allowing others
to encroach upon their beliefs.

The writeris President of the PDP

In law, beware the
difference between an
opinion and a decree

before incorporating this com-
pletely incredible and distorted ver-
sion as the fatwa in his article.

The fatwa in fact is not a decree; it
is an opinion of the Islamic scholar
about the implication of Islamic
laws in certain situations. It’s like
asking a judge as to what would be
the punishment of a person com-
mitting murder, and the judge re-
plying that he would get life impris-
onment. The judge did not give his
“judgment” here, norisitan orderto
execute. This opinion is subject to
the accused getting a fair trial at an
appropriate court where an order to
execute the punishment is passed by
acompetent judge.

To take a fatwa as equivalent to
a decree or a court order is inap-
propriate. Fatwas do not even con-
tain names. The fatwa in this case
was obtained based on the hypo-
thetical case of a woman raped by
her father-in-law. The fatwa (i.e.,
learned interpretive opinion) as
per the Hanafi School is that such a
woman does not remain the wife of
her husband and becomes haram
for him. What happens to Imrana,
specifically, however, depends on
whether she was in fact raped by
her father-in-law, not on the letter
of this fatwa.

The writer, a member of the
Muslim Personal Law Board and
Executive Director of the Iqra
Education Foundation,

can be contacted at
uzmanaheed99@yahoo.com
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Lucknow/New Delhi, June
29: Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister Mulayam Singh Yadav
today backed the controver-
sial fatwa annulling the mar-
" riage of Imrana, who was
raped by her father-in-law.

The Samajwadi Party
chief’s stand, which set the
stage for the tragedy to be
politicised, bore echoes of
the way the Rajiv Gandhi
government had kowtowed
to Muslim clerics in the Shah
Bano case two decades ago.

“The decision of the Mus-
lim religious leaders (of the
Darul Uloom of Deoband) in
the Imrana case must have
been taken after a lot of
thought,” Mulayam Singh
told reporters in Lucknow.
“The religious leaders are all
very learned and they under-
stand the Muslim communi-
ty and its sentiments.”

The chief minister’s re-
marks came after the state
women’s commission wrote
to him, asking him to step in
and grant the 28-year-old
mother of five permission to
stay with her husband.

Imrana was raped at her
home in Muzaffarnagar
early this month, following
which she was asked to quit
her village by local Muslim
leaders.

The local panchayat is-
sued a fatwa saying her rela-
tions with her husband were
automatically terminated,
for she had become a sort of
mother to him.

Imrana and her husband
Noor Ilahi defied the fatwa

till the powerful Deoband
theologians yesterday passed
theirs. Now she finds herself
virtually on the streets.

The Congress, still haunt-
ed by the Shah Bano case of
the mid-eighties — when it
used its overwhelming ma-
jority in Parliament to pass a
bill that overturned a
Supreme Court judgment
and denied alimony to di-
vorced Muslim women — has
played it safe. The party has
said the matter is best left to
the judiciary.

“We believe the process of
the country’s law should not
clash with any personal law
of any community. If it did,
the law of the country will
prevail,” state Congress chief
Salman Khursheed said.

The BJP today sought to
draw mileage from the dis-
comfiture of the Congress,
accusing it of playing “vote-
bank politics”. The party has
again raised the demand for
a common civil code.

The CPM, the Congress’s
ally at the Centre, has de-
manded a crackdown on the
panchayats that are playing
with the lives of the rural
poor. Its general secretary,
Prakash Karat, condemned
the fatwas against Imrana as
a serious violation of human
rights and the law.

“If the personal law of
any community infringes on
the rights of women, the law
of the land should take cen-
tre stage and impart justice,”
Karat said.

The National Commission
for Women will start a camp
in Muzaffarnagar tomorrow.
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Peryez justice

Islamabad \June 29 (Reuters): Pakistan wants to ensure gang-
rape victim Mukhtaran Mai finds justice, President Pervez
Musharraf said today, as he invited women from around the
world to come and tell of their abuse and recommend solutions.

Mai, 33, was gangraped on the orders of the traditional vil-
lage council in 2002 after her brother — who was 12 at the time —
was judged to have offended the honour of a powerful clan by be-
friending a woman from the tribe. The rape and subsequent ac-
quittal of five of the six men convicted of attacking her pro-
voKked an international outcry and focused attention on the
plight of women in rural Pakistan.

“I have always condemned in the strongest possible terms
the actions of powerful groups to seek revenge on those who are
weak by humiliating their women,” Musharraf said in a state-
ment posted on his website (www.presidentofpakistan.gov.pk).

“The government remains committed to all the victims of
such offences, including Mukhtaran Mai, in their quest for jus-
tice according to law,” he said. Mai has lodged an appeal with the
Supreme Court against the acquittal of the men convicted of at-
tacking her. The court yesterday ordered the re-arrest of 13 men
accused of involvement in the gang.rape.

In JURMS 0. .- T




Re-arrest Mai rap
MY o
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OVERTURNING the ac-
quittal of 13 suspects in the in-
ternationally ~ condemned
Mukhtar Mai gangrape case,
the Pakistan Supreme Court
today accepted the victim’s plea
and ordered their re-arrest.

The three-judge bench of
the Supreme Court ordered
that non-bailable arrest war-
rants be issued against the 13
men accused of raping Mai in
2002 on the orders of a Punjab
province village council as a
punishment for her brother’s
alleged affair with a girl from
aninfluential rival clan.

In 2003, a trial court had
convicted six of the accused
and released eight others. It
had sentenced four to death
and awarded life imprison-
ment to two. Of the six, the La-
hore High Court released five

KJMVARMA
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 28

g
9,

earlier this month and com-
muted the death sentence of
the sixth to life imprisonment,
drawing strong criticism from
human rights groups.

The Supreme Court ruling
came a day after 34-vear-old

The court ordered that
non-bailable arrest
warrants be issued
against the 13 men

accused of raping Mai

on orders of a Punjab
province council

Mai appealed the acquittals at
the apex court. “I am very
happy. L hope those who humili-
ated me will be punished,” she
told reporters outside the court.
Defence counsel and se-
nior leader of the opposition
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
who appeared for Mai, said the
court order covered all the 14
accused and it quashed all pre-
vious judgements. This meant
that the court could be hearing
the case afresh, he said.
Meanwhile, the Pakistan
government also returned Mai

e suspects: Pak SC

her confiscated passport. “I
have received the passport late
(last) night,” she said.

The government came un-
der flack recently for putting
Mai on the Exit Control List
(ECL) to prevent her from go-
ing to the United States to ad-
dress rights groups.

President Pervez Mushar-
raf said he himself ordered her
name to be put on the ECL as
her campaign could damage
Pakistan’s standing in the in-
ternational community. The
decision, however, turned out
to be a publicity disaster as it
hit headlines all over the
world, and caused US Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza
Rice to express concern and
even offer Mai a visa.

Pakistan removed Mai
from the ECL after she
dropped plans to visit the US
and withdrew her visa applica-
tion. —P1I
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‘Terror traiﬁf ng
In Pakistan“ﬁoes

underground’s
of

JOSH MEYER i tions, authorities say.
WASHINGTON, JUNE 25(° i USofficialsalsoaccuse
E them of complicity in many of °
US COUNTERTER- 1 the terrorist attacks against US
RORISMauthoritiessaythe 1. andallied interestsin Pakistan
detentionofaLodi—aCali- 1 andotherassaultsinthe bitterly
derscores a serious problem: E surpr};singthat Pakistani Presi-
The Islamabad Government’s ! dent Pervez Musharrafhasn’t
faih_lre to disn}apﬂe hundreds | cr'flgked downharderonthe
of] madlsttrfamlrtll%cam%)s. i gnhta%te grottlxlp§ a:nd,wha_t they
e et andtis | o pnigaciis For
father, Umer Hayat, and ac- i years, the ISTitselfhasworked
cused the sonof attendingone 1 closelywith the groupsin train-
of the camps, law enforcement E ing Pakistan’s own network of
andintelligence officialswere 1 militants tofight ongoing con-
watching the Pakistan-based | flicts in Kashmir and elsewhere,
training sites with increasing E andto protect the qountryfs in-
an:d&tey. 181mr;:neh Fhe po;;(Sep— E E;tsxg?:;ghbonng
tember tary strikes on anistan.
AlQaeda strongholds in Pak- i The militant groups also de-
istan’s tribal territories, the Ji- |} rive tremendousinfluence from
hadisttrainingeffort hasscat- | their affiliations with powerful
tered and gone underground, 1 fundamentalist political parties
whereitismuchhardertode- | inPakistan. Until recently, the
tectandde- . USdidnot
stroy,USand  [ROROI VB INARNINISRR presstheissue
Pakistani offi- withitsally, be-
cials said in interviews. ! lievingthat those trainedin the
Instead of large and visible | Pakistani campswouldbe sent
“camps”, would-be terrorists E onlyto ﬁg'hti:l Kasnglmlr ;nd
e tmnedinavst | tharsnoitheca anymore,ac
; sy;ten} i(;lf scr11i1aﬂgr, ulr;i(gge- i f:ordl;'ing toUS and'SOl;_tJ}é‘?nsi%n
Eiortisnolongeroverscenby | taypresenccinlraqand
senior Al Qaeda operatives as E Afghanistan have caused many
itwas in Afghanistan, butbyat ! Pak-based terrorists to redirect
/leag‘three of Pakistan’s largest E their rage toward US targets.
militant groups, whicharefu- | “There is tremendous
. eledbyasharedradical funda- E overlap, and that is the prob-
; ; o o 1 adenand
e oupshemgs— | AlQuedn he okisanian
Harkat-ul-Mujahedin,or - thorities and the Kashmiri
et | SranorRand Corpand
‘ officially been banned in Pak- i acounter-terrorism consul-
istan since 2002 and have | tanttothe US Government
been formally designated as E “Pakistan military and in-
terrorist organisationsbythe ! telligence are well-aligned
US Government. Thathas ! with the radical fundamental-
. prompted occasional crack- E ists,” said a senior US
" downsbyIslamabad,butthe | counter-terrorism official.
groups merely changetheir  ; “Musharraf, he’sin (a)
names and occasionally their i pickle... he’s trying to play it at
]

leadership and resume opera-

bothends.” —LATWP
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7 JUN 2008

U.N. sanctions /
on Islamic Jihad
o

‘UNITED NATIONS: Thequ'ted Na-

tions has imposed sanctions on
the Islamic Jihad Group which is

‘active in Central Asia, seying jt

has links to the Al-Qaeda.

The UN. Security Council
committee in charge of anti-ter-
rorism sanctions against Al-
Qaeda and remnants of Afghan-
istan’s former Taliban rulers

ded the group to its sanctions
ist on June 1, according to an
announcement circulated Jate
on Friday.

Sanctions require W 191 U.N.
member states to impose a trav-
el ban and arms embargo and to
freeze the financial assets of all
those on the list. With the latest
‘change, the list now includes 325
individuals and 117 groups or
“entities.”

' According to Central Asian
terrorism experts, the Islamic
Jihad Group is believed to have
350 tc 400 members, about a
quarter of whom have under-
.gone militant training,

In late May, the United States
designated the Islamic Jihad
‘Group as a global terrorist
group. The designation enables
the U.S. Government to block

travel to the United States by

any of its members and freeze

‘any assets in the country. U.S.

State Department spokesman

‘Richard Boucher said the group
‘coordinated bombing attacks

against the U.S. and Israeli em-
bassies in Tashkent, the capita)
of Uzbekistan. — AP

THE B!
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Pak Islamic law reV1eW

Islamabad, May 24 (Reuters) }x de up of clerics a.(nd

A government-appointed
panel plans to review strict
Islamic laws in Pakistan
which rights activists say dis-
criminate against women.

The Islamic Hudood Ordi-
nances were passed in 1979
under the military rule of
General Zia-ul-Hagq.

One of their most contro-
versial provisions is that a
woman must have four male
witnesses to prove rape, or
face a charge of adultery her-
self.

Men and women found
guilty of adultery also face
stoning to death or 100 lash-
es, although such punish-
ments have never been exe-
cuted after being handed
down by a court.

The Islamic Ideology
Council, a government body

lawyers charged with ensur-
ing that laws confirm with
Islam, has decided to review
the controversial legislation.

Its chairman, Moham-
mad Khalid Masood, said the
council would consult schol-
ars from Muslim countries
attending a conference on Is-
lamic criminal law this
month in Islamabad.

“We have the power to re-
view laws in the country. We
have reviewed many other
laws and we plan to look into
these laws as well,” he said.

He said the council would
make recommendations to
the government but any
change in legislation would
be a matter for parliament.

President Pervez Mushar-
raf, who espouses a moderate
and modern Muslim state,

Ride .

haslong ca]led for areview of
Islamic laws but has faced
stiff opposition from power-
ful religious groups.

Secular political parties,
civil rights and women’s gro-
ups say the numbers of rapes
and violence against women
have soared since the laws

were passed.

Women’s groups say
many rapes go unreported,
partly because of the difficul-
ty of proving the crime under
the Hudood laws.

The government has

moved to reduce violence
against women by toughen-
ing up laws against so-called
“honour killings” and pre-
scribing the death penalty for
such crimes.




Amazon finds itself in a Koran row

Anti-US rage all over
Muslim world: Study

Los Angeles: A US Muslim
group on Wednesday
demanded a public apology
from Amazon.com over the
delivery of a desecrated Ko-
ran to a shocked customer,
even as many across the
Muslim world remained un-
convinced by Newsweek’s
retraction of an article
claiming the Koran was
desecrated by American in-
terrogators at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba .

In Los Angeles, graduate
student Azza Basarudin told
journalists she received the
Koran with the words “death

;

to all Muslims” and a
profanity-laced statement
scrawled across the inside
cover.

Muslim lobby group, the
Muslim Public Affairs Coun-
cil, said that while Amazon
had apologised for its part in
delivering the desecrated
Koran, it needed to do more.

“An apology isn’t enough
because an apology recog-
nised that there was a mis-
take, made but we have re-
ceived no guarantees that
this mistake won’t be repeat-
ed,” MPAC spokeswoman
Edina Lekovic said.

An Iranian cleric shouts anti-US slogans during a demonstration at a seminary in Qom, 120 km south of Teheran

MPAC is demanding
Amazon conduct a probe, is-
sue a condemnation, estab-
lish zero-tolerance policy to-
ward sellers and employees
and support MPAC’s hate
crime  prevention  pro-
gramme.

Amazon.com’s Patty
Smith said it has apologised,
refunded Basarudin’s money,
and sent a copy of the Koran
from Amazon and a gift cer-
tificate.

Meanwhile, in many coun-
tries, politicians sceptical of
Newsweek’s about-face de-
manded the US should make

public details of its probe.

“We call on the American
administration to investi-
gate in the incident,” Jassem
al-Kharafi, the parliament
speaker in Kuwait.

“In Guantanamo they're
throwing Muslims into the
garbage ... To flush their holy
book down the toilet is the
easy part,” said Walid Kazzi-
ha, a political science profes-
sor at the American Univer-
sity in Cairo. “It is easy for
(the Americans) to humiliate
the Koran, for them it is just
a book,” said Fatma el-Hefny,
an AUC student. ae

New York: Anti-American
feelings are widespread in

the Muslim world and extend-

to US consumer brands, ac-
cording to a newly released
report. It suggested the US
burnish its image with a
change in tone and by publi-
cising aid programmes.

The United States should
emphasise its development
aid to Muslim countries
rather than try to persuade
Muslims to support US poli-
cies in Iraq or in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, accord-
ing to the Council on Foreign
Relations report.

The report, by Charney
Research, is based on 14 fo-
cus groups conducted last
December and January
among college-educated men
and women in Egypt, Moroc-
co and Indonesia. Anger at
US foreign policy and at the
US government dominated
spontaneous reactions in all
three countries.

Many young Muslims said

BELIEF
Proportion of Jews
in the American
population is 85%

catiltis 2%

they admired Osama bin
Laden, while views of Presi-
dent George W Bush were
uniformly negative. All fo-
cus group members rejected
US views of the war in Iraq,
saying the US invaded on a
false premise to further its
regional goals.

Anti-Semitic stereotypes

w

NE
s OFWDIA

A student jmps overa
burning tyre during
a protest in Indonesia

also were noted. Focus group
members saw the US and Is-
rael as synonymous and esti-
mated the proportion of
Jews in the US population at
up to 85%; it is 2%.

The report found negative
opinions of the US are tak-
ing a toll on US companies,
and that amounts of US aid
were massively underesti-
mated; not even one person
in any focus group knew the
US is the world's largest
donor by dollar amount.

“Most Egyptians and In- .
donesians put US support for
their countries over 10 years
in millions; the correct fig-
ures were $7.3 billion and $1
billion, respectively,” the
study said. ar s
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Newszveek. retra
 Koran report..-

'.\Q;\

rust cf': India

NEW YORK, May 17. — Under fire
from the Bush administration for its

article alleging abuse of the Koran by . ¢

US troops, Newsweek magazine has
retracted the story that led to wide-
spread protests in the Muslim world.
“Based on what we know now, we
are retracting our original story that
an internal military investigation

had uncovered Koran abuse at:

Guantanamo Bay,” Newsweek editor
Mr Mark Whitaker said in-a state-
ment issued here.

In interview with the New York
Times, Mr Whitaker said the maga-
zine was retracting that part of the
article saying sources told Newsweek

that a coming military report would:

say ‘interrogators had flushed a holy
book down the toilet to unnerve
detainees. As it turned out,
Newsweek now says, there was one
source. And Mr Whitaker said
because that source had “backed
away” from his original account, the

magazine could “no longer stand by”

it. “I did not want to be in the posi-
tion of splitting hair... to look like we
were being evasive of not fully forth-
coming,” he added.

Newsweek had published the item
in its 9 May issue and in issue
released this week, it had reported
that its senior government source
had backed away from his initial
story and Mr Whitaker wrote that
“we regret” the story was wrong.

But it was only yesterday that the
magazine completely retracted the
story . after the Bush administration
officials called for it.

In an interview on the PBS
‘Newshour last night, Mr Whitaker
said the problem stemmed from
“one detail... This is the one detail
everyone is concerned about, and we
are prepared to retract that.”
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TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE? A protester holds a Koran at a demonstration in Beirut. Protests in
Afghanistan, where more than a dozen people died and scores were injured in rioting, and
demonstrations in the Muslim world were blamed on the Newsweek article. — AFP

More needs to be done...

Assuciated Press

WASHINGTON, May 17. — The
White House says Newsweek took a
“good first step” by retracting its
story, but it wants the magazine to do
more to repair damage caused by the
report. Newsweek yesterday retracted
the report in its 9 May issue after offi-
cials in the White House, the
Pentagon and the State Department
criticised its publication.

“The report had real conse-
quences,” Press Secretary Mr Scott
McClellan said. “People have lost
their lives. Our image abroad has
been damaged. There are some who
are opposed to the USA and what we
stand for,who have sought to exploit

this allegation. ‘It will take work to
undo what can be undone.”

The State Department has also
directed all US ambassadors to make
the case that America is a religion-tol-
erant nation. In a cable sent tonight,
the department told the ambassadors
to assure the host governments and
local media of “US respect for reli-
gious tolerance” and that “we con-
demn all acts of incitement”.

In Wellington, Pakistan’s foreign
minister said the Newsweek report
has damaged the image of the USA
among Muslims. Newsweek’s retrac-
tion “will definitely help” defuse some
of the anger in the Muslim world, but
“unfortunately some damage has
been done”, Mr Khursheed Kasuri
told reporters.
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- Spanish Muslim clerics issue
fatwa agalnst Bin Laden

?L f I'e
Agencies “'5\'
Madrid, March 1 1

i
MUSLIM CLERICS in Spain
have issued what they called the
world's first fatwa, or Islamic
edict, against Osama bin Laden
as the country marked the first
anniversary of the Madrid train
bombings that killed 191 people.
They accused Bin Laden of
abandoning his religion and
urged others of their faith to de-
nounce the al-Qaeda leader, who
is believed to be hiding near the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border.
The ruling was issued by the
Islamic Commission of Spain,
the main body representing the
country's one million-member
Muslim community. The Com-
mission invited imams to con-

\/demn terrorlsm at Friday's

prayers.

The fatwa said that according
to the Koran, "the terrorist acts
of Osama bin Laden and his or-
ganisation al-Qaeda are totally
banned and must be roundly
condemned as part of Islam."

The action took place on the
eve of the first anniversary of
the country's worst terror attack
? which many observers have
coined as Europe's 9/11, a refer-
ence to the al-Qaeda attacks on
the United States in 2001. More
than 1,500 people were injured
when 10 backpack bombs ex-
ploded on commuter trains.

Spanish authorities mainly
blame Islamic terrorists and
there were claims of responsi-
bility in the name of al-Qaeda.

REUTERS
Spanish women light candles in
memory of the bombing victims.
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Key AI-&a/eda leader
handed over to U.S.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 25. Pakistan
has handed over a key Al-Qae-
da figure wanted for the 1998
bombing of the U.S. embas-
sies in East Africa to the Unit-
ed States.

According to local televi-
sion media reports, Tanza-
nian Ahmad Khalfan
Ghailani, who is on the FBI’s
list of most wanted terrorists
with a reward of $5 millions,

9

was handed over to the U.S. a
few weeks ago and he is be-
lieved to have been flown out
of the country.

He was picked up by Pakis-
tani forces in the Punjab
province in July last.

The authorities said he was
part of a “sleeper cell” and
had received personal mess-
ages on computer discs from
the Al-Qaeda chief, Osama
bin Laden, ordering him to

carry out attacks. /

THE Ny



Iraqi Islamic Army

B

tﬁreatens America

Agence France- Press
Dubai, January 3

THE ISLAMIC Army in Irag,
one of the main armed groups
fighting US forces in the war-
torn country, has threatened to
carry out attacks inside the
United States, according to a
statement posted on a website on
Monday.

This year “will bring woes on
America. The mujahedeen (holy
warriors) have prepared big sur-
prises for your sons outside
America and a big surprise for
you inside America,” said the
statement whose authenticity
could not be confirmed.

The statement appeared to
mark a disturbing shift in strate-
gy by the shadowy Sunni Mus-
lim group which has claimed a
number of attacks and killings
of hostages in Iraq, including an
Italian journalist and two Pak-
istanis. But last month it freed
two French journalists held
hostage for four months.

The mujahideen “will take the
battle from inside our country
(Irag) to yours,” the statement sa-
id. “We address you after you fini-
shed celebrating the new year, ho-
ping that you are no longer drunk
... We will give American civilians
a taste of what civilians in our
country go through,” said the
statement, presented as a “me-
ssage to the American people”.

The message, which described
the American people as “un-
civilised” and “ignorant”, clai-
med that “the whole world”
hates America.

“Are you aware that the num-
ber of those who support strik-
ing America on its own turf has
greatly increased?” it said.

“Last year was a picnic for
your soldiers (in Iraq). The year
2005 will witness a quantitative
and qualitative change in the op-
erations against your army,
which will go down in history,”
the statement said.

The Islamic Army was one of
three militant groups, along
with the al-Qaida linked Ansar
Al-Sunna and the previously un-
known Army of the Mujahid-
een, which warned in an Inter-
net statement last week they
would strike at anyone taking
part in landmark Iraqi elections

THE HIDUST AN TvES

AP

US soldiers secure the main Green Zone checkpoint after a car bomb

blast in Baghdad on Monday.

later this month.

“Those who participate in this
dirty farce will not be sheltered
from the blows of the mu-
jahideen,” said the statement.

Militant groups have man-
aged to mount an increasingly
effective insurgency against US-
led troops inside Iraq, particu-

larly on their own home turf in
Sunni Arab areas north and
west of the capital. A suicide
bomber from Ansar al-Sunna
managed to infiltrate a US base
in the main northern city of Mo-
sul last month and blow himself
up inside the mess tent, killing
22 people in the deadly attack.

4 JAN 2085
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