North by north—we St o

ndia’s obsession with the recog-

nition of its nuclear power sta-

tus at the hands of the lone su-

perpower, United States of
America, has fortunately not clouded
its head over the troublesome goings-
on in the Himalayan kingdom up
north. Of course, it helps that the for-
eign secretary, Shyam Saran, was am-
bassador in Kathmandu before he
moved to New Delhi. At the time, he
knew King Gyanendra as well as the
insides of the Narayanhity palace
reasonably well. So when he arrived
to renew his relationship with the di-
rect incarnate of Lord Vishnu a cou-
ple of weeks ago — and the meeting
lasted some ninety minutes — you de-
duced it had been a fiery one. Diplo-
matic, oh yes, but fiery.

India’s concerns over the situa-
tion in Nepal are well-known. Ever
since emergency was imposed there
on February 1, New Delhi has been ir-
ritable about the growing, if inevi-
table, confrontation with the monar-
chy. What nerve Gyanendra must
have had by going the whole hog and
demolishing whatever semblance of
republicanism that remained after
Nepal’s political parties had argued it
away over the last 15 years!

Certainly, an openly feisty nation
like India could not have tolerated
Gyanendra’s open infringement of
basic human rights. This is not to say
that the government cannot work
with either dictators or full-time mon-
archs. After all, various Indian politi-
cal parties have tolerated Mamoon
Abdul Gayoom’s hugely unpopular
regime in the Maldives and his sham
elections, worked pretty successfully
within Pervez Musharraf’s reluc-
tance to give up political power and
kept its mouth shut when Myanmar’s
rulers take a leaf out of Alauddin
Khalji’s book.

an public opinion, which fully

supports the Nepalese people’s
right to fix their own destiny. And de-
spite the monarchical stream which
allows people like ‘Maharani’ Vasun-
dhara Raje to keep her prefix, majori-
tarian India will always be uncom-
fortable with the Gyanendra school of
thought. (To give Vasundhara Raje
her due, she wouldn’t ever dream of
doing a Gyanendra even in a socially

T he problem is really with Indi-
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Shyam Saran’s ‘frank’ talk with the Nepal’
King Gyanendra may constitute a turning point
in Indo-Nepal relations, writes Jyoti Malhotra

Saran in Nepal: man for all seasons

backward state like Rajasthan or in
her in-law country)

According to sources close to Gya-
nendra, India had been deliberately
closing the political space around the
Narayanhity palace, thereby giving
the Nepalese king little option but to
strike back. The king was angry that
India had stopped the supply of arms
to the Nepalese army, thereby ham-
pering his campaign against the
Maoists. He had been left with no al-
ternative but to go to China.

And therefore, the sources added,
Gyanendra’s diplomatic dismissal of
Manmohan Singh’s plea to put togeth-
er a democratic roadmap for Nepal,
when the two met in Dhaka on the
sidelines of the 13th Saarc summit.
So when New Delhi responded by bro-
kering the agreement between the po-
litical parties and the Maoists in Ne-
pal, Kathmandu sat up. On the day of
the big political raily in the Nepalese
capital two weeks ago, Saran flew in
to Kathmandu. Two days later, the
heart-to-heart with the king followed.

Even Gyanendra’s aides now
admit that the “very frank” talk with

Saran may possibly constitute a turn-
ing point in Indo-Nepal relations. At
the very least, it has averted the crisis
that nearly destroyed the bilateral re-
lationship in 1989. It has helped take
some of the sting out of the tension
that has built over the last ten months
between the two capitals. And while
neither protagonist walked out of the
meeting hand-in-hand for the benefit
of waiting journalists — television
cameras are simply too egalitarian
for Narayanhity and therefore, ban-
ned — both are said to have promised
to give each other some more space in
taking the relationship forward.

Indian officials have been com-
pletely tight-lipped about the conver-
sation, because, as they argue from
the towering confines of South Block,
it is far too important for public con-
sumption. Lest that sound too much
like what Gyanendra’s boys are say-
ing, New Delhi has admitted that both
sides will work to put Nepal back on
track. But they will not say if Gyanen-
dra has vented any steam at the pres-
sure India was putting on him.

And so it goes in the new year.
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Saran is back from the United States
of America, having presented the In-
dian vision document on its nuclear
programme, a central element of
which is the separation of the civilian
facilities from its military ones. Since
the Americans have promised to sup-
ply nuclear fuel for the production of
nuclear energy — so as to part-feed
India’s growing appetite for energy —
both sides have decided that the civil-
ian reactors, which will receive this
fuel, will be open to international
inspections.

ccording to K. Subrahman-
A yam, the strategic guru and

now chairman of the prime
minister’s task-force on long-term
policy, military reactors, such as
those at the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre in Trombay, Kalpakkam and
Mysore, could remain outside this
lakshman rekha, so as to continue to
produce the plutonium that makes up
the nuclear arsenal. While the reac-
tors at Narora, Kakrapar, one part of
Kalpakkam and Rawatbhata, could
come out of the closet.

Just as Shyam Saran was prepar-
ing to fly off to the US with his “sepa-
ration” list, the loose ends of another
energy dialogue were being tied up in
New Delhi. This time between the Pe-
troleum secretaries of India and Pak-
istan, on the Iran-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline. Both sides have agreed that
the pipeline will be constructed and
the gas will begin to flow around 2010.
That puts paid to the worry that a pro-
US agenda will prevent New Delhi
from getting into an Iranian deal. The
price of piped gas is expected to cost
about 75 per cent of theliquid natural
gas that India will start buying from
Iran from 2009. But a major sticking
point is whether Pakistan will allow
Indian pipeline engineers into that
country to help construct the pipeline
(some 800 km through Pakistani terri-
tory and 50 km in India).

With ‘energy’ having occupied
considerable time and space in 2005,
the new year is likely be devoted to
taking this forward. Such as, a trilat-
eral meeting between India, Pakistan
and Iran on the pipeline. As well as a
US acknowledgement of the Indian
nuclear plan, which would put into
place a key milestone for the visit of
the US president in February 2006.
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~India urges Gyanendr
" mend fencés wi

KATHMANDU, Dec. 13. —
Indian foreign secretary Mr Shyam
Satan met Nepal King Gyanendra

- at the Narayanhity royal palace
~ today morning, conveying Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh’s
message that the monarch should
seek a reconciliation with the par-
ties tn order to effect a national
reconciliation. At the end of the
meeting with the king, followed by
a-fengthy one with Nepalese for-
eign minister Mr Ramesh Nath
Pandey, Mr Saran told journalists
before departing for Delhi that the
Indian government had put arms
supply to the Royal Nepalese Army
on hold to foster a “national con-
sensus”. .
“In all my meetings, I have con-
veyed that the restoration of peace
and stability and economic recov-
ery in Nepal is not only in the inter-
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~ence, ,
expressed his commitment to mul-
“tiparty democracy and constitu-
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est of Nepal but also in India’s
interest,” Mr Saran said. “India
stands ready to support all efforts
aimed at bringing about a peaceful
resolution to the problems con-
fronting Nepal.” *
The former Indian ambassador
to Nepal said during the royal audi-
King  Gyaoendra had

tional monarchy. He, in turn, had
conveyed the Indian government’s
view that to confront the chal-
lenges facing Nepal, it was very
important that ali the constitution-
al forces work together. By consti-
tutional forces, Mr Saran said, the
Indian government meant the insti-
tution of monarchy and the institu-
tion of political parties.

“The arms embargo is to foster a
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national consensus,” he sa.a: “bu
our other engagements with the

 Royal Nepalese Army continue;
like providing trai ning.” /Mc



India has vital stake in Bhutan’ S |

well-being, says Shyam Saran *.-

“Threat from Maoist groups is of mutual concern”

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The “threat” from
Maoist groups and their links
with Indian left-wing extremists
and insurgent groups were a
matter of “mutual concern” for
India and Bhutan, Foreign Sec-
retary Shyam Saran said on Sat-
urday.

Addressing a seminar on Bhu-
tan-India relations, Mr. Saran
said the two countries shared a
border of about 700 kilometres.
“The open borders, visa free re-
gime and duty free trade across
this border could not have been
sustainable without complete
understanding between our two
leaderships of our mutual secu-
rity concerns.”

“The military operations con-
ducted by the Royal Bhutanese
Army in December 2003-Janu-
ary 2004 against Indian insur-
gent groups in Bhutan were a
milestone in our joint response
to terrorist activities. We look
forward to continuing this coop-
eration by jointly upgrading our
border infrastructure and man-

Shyam Saran

agement, including through bet-
ter roads and communication
links as well as information
sharing,” the Foreign Secretary
said.

India and Bhutan, he said, had
a vital stake in each other’s well
being and prosperity. “The des-
tiny of [the] two neighbours ...
regardless of their size is a
shared one. Stability, peace and
economic advancement are in-

divisible and the most durable
guarantors of peaceful coexis-
tence. It is based on this premise
that India has been privileged to
assist Bhutan in its task of nation
building.”

Hydroelectric project

Referring to cooperation in
the tapping of the vast hydro re-
sources of Bhutan, Mr. Saran
said after the successes of Chuk-
ha and Kurichu, the mega 1020
MW Tala hydroelectric project
on the river Wangchu would be
commissioned in the first half of
next year.

“The project will generate 5
million units of power and lead
to major gains for both Bhutan
and India in a manner that is
environmentally sound and
commercially viable in the long
term. We are, therefore, deeply
optimistic about our future
cooperation in this sector where
further projects are under active
consideration.”

India, he said, was following
with keen interest the major
Constitutional changes that
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have been initiated by King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck of
Bhutan.

“The draft Constitution was
released in March this year for
public debate and it is expected
that many of the changes flowing
from it would be in place in the
next two-three years. We wish
the Royal Government of Bhu-
tan and the people of Bhutan all
success in the course of this po-
litical transition and we look for-
ward to working with Bhutan
during this period and beyond.”

“In many ways, our approach
to Bhutan is subsumed under
our overall vision for our region.
It is incumbent upon us to be-
queath to coming generations a
region that is an engine of .
growth for the world economy. |
This requires clarity of thought
and a mature appreciation of
where the true interests of our
peoples lie. As India and Bhutan
have shown, inter-State bounda-
ries need not be barriers but the
gateways to joint and mutually-
beneficial undertakings,” he
said.



_~" AFGHAN ROAD PROJEOT I No succumbing to pressure, terrorism, says Pranab

~ Govt to beef up security

for Indians i/n/AfghaniStan '

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 1

AKING it .

clear that In-

dia would not

succumb  to
_terrorism and continue to help
Afghanistan, the government
today said that it proposed to
beef up security for Indian
personnel working in that
country following the abduc-
tion and killing of Border

Roads Organisation (BRO) .

driver Maniyappan Raman
Kutty.

“We are concerned. A large
number of people are working
notonly working Afghanistan
but the whole of West Asia.
From security point of view,
these areas are of concern,”
Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee told the Rajya
Sabha while replying to a clar-
ification on a suo motu state-
ment on the killing of the
BRO driver by the Taliban last
month.

But at the same time, he
said that there could be no
foolproof security as the In-
dian government had to de-
pendon the local government
aswell.

Regarding the highway con-
struction project connecting

southern Afghanistan with
Iran, Mukherjee said that it
would continue. “We will not
succumb to this type of terror-
ism and we will continue to
help Afghanistan.”

He said 38 ITBP personnel
were providing secutity for the
project and efforts are being
made to increase the security

* strength and its details were

Unlon Minlster Sharad
Pawar In Parllament after
his election as BCCI chlef

being worked out by the direc-
tor general of BRO with the
Afghanistan authorities. It was
the desire of Taliban to stall the
project, but India was commit-
ted to complete it, he said.

- Asserting that India’s hand
of assistance to the Afghan
government is intact, Mukher-
jee said, “In no part of the
world, you can buy peace by
compromising or succumbing
to the pressure of terrorists
whatever be the price.”

Sometimes the country had
to pay a very heavy price, he
said. As a nation India is the
worst victim of terrorism both
inside and outside and “it was
necessary to tell them that the
project will continue”.

To a question from former
External Affairs Minister
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Yashwant Sinha, the defence
minister admitted the Pakistan
authorities had been con-
tacted to explore possibilities
of release of Maniyappan. He,
however, said Pakistan was not
approached in a formal man-
ner and Islamabad had re-
sponded by saying that it
ceased to have any contacts
with the Afghan militia.

At that point of time, the
main concern was to secure
the release of Maniyappan
and all possible channels were
explored. “Our entire exercise
(then) was directed at what-
éver source we can to save the
person. It is not correct to say
that we did not make any ef-
fort,” Mukherjee said. -

He also made it clear that
National Security Advissr MK
Narayanan had not stated that

. there was a Pakistani hand in

the killing of the BRO driver.
Allhe had stated in Keralawas

about the growth of the Tal-

iban and Pakistan’s close links
with it. Nowhere had he men-
tioned that Islamabad was in-
volved in this particular inci-
dent, the minister said.

Regarding adequate com-
pensation to Maniyappan’s
family, Mukherjee said that
the normal provident fund
and other benefits worked out
to about Rs 9 lakh. That apart,
the Centre has announced Rs
5 lakh aid and the state gov-
ernment had reportedly
agreed to give a matching as-
sistance, he added.

Also Maniyappan’s wife
would get a pension equiva-
lent to the last salary drawn
by him as a special case, he
said, adding that efforts are
being made to provide her

- employment in a PSU be-"
'sides providing education to

her two children at least up
to graduation.

Opp slams
govt on
internal
security

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER |

THE opposition attacked
the Government in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, accusing
it of not taking up internal se-
curity issues seriously. BJP
leader Vijay Kumar Malhotra
held the ruling party respon-
sible for the rise of Naxalites
by transacting deals with them
duringelections.

Asthe Lok Sabhatookupa
combined discussion on inter-
nal security issues covering
terrorist attacks and Naxalite
violence following the state-
ments made by the Home
Minister, Malhotra said,
“Why is Naxalism on the rise?
Its because you have deals
with them during elections.
We impeach this government
for destroying the country for
vote bank politics.”

Malhotra pointed out that
Home Minister Shivraj Patil
had claimed there had been
no prior information about
the blasts. But he said reports
of such threats had appeared
in newspapers, the police in
Chandni Chowk had men-
tioned such a danger and the
US Embassy too had raised
an alert. The Home Minister’s
statement, he said, raised an
issue of privilege.

Malhotra said that time
and again Pakistan’s involve-
ment had been witnessed in
terrorist incidents across the
country, including the Parlia-
ment attack, strike at Ayod-
hya, incidents in Kashmir
and the Dethi blasts, but “we
have not taken a lesson from
history”.
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The Taliban turns its attention on India

M.K. Bhadrakumar

OLITICIANS AND diplomats usually

move on when an infinitely sad event

eventually settles in the private do-

main. But that should not happen in the
case of the tragic death of Maniappan Raman
Kutty near Kandahar in Afghanistan last week at
the hands of the Taliban.

The incident leaves a lot for the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government to ponder over.
New Delhi’s reaction has been on predictable
lines: a verbal attack on the Taliban, condemn-
ing it as representing the forces of darkness; a
defence, belatedly though, of what the govern-
ment did to get Maniappan released; and a proc-
lamation that India’s friendship and
cooperation with Afghanistan will continue no
matter what.

It was possible to have said that it was an
almost near-certainty the Taliban did not act on
its own. But, in the present climate of India-
Pakistan relations, that would have sounded in-
congruous. At any rate, in twilight zones where
shadows of conventional politics and orthodox
diplomacy mix with less certain shades, it prob-
ably becomes difficult to distinguish things. Be-
yond a point, it is not that important either. The
Taliban’s mentors are indeed around, jealously
guarding its movements and activities — eval-
uating tactics and strategy.

In none of the Taliban’s notorious acts was it
possible to say with absolute certainty whether
it acted as a free agent or was carrying out the
wishes of its mentors or in what measure its
wishes and those of its mentors overlapped. This
was so when Ayatollah Mazari (1995) or Dr.
Najibullah (1996) was tortured and killed or
when eight Iranian diplomats in the northern
city of Mazar-i-Sharif were executed in 1997 or
even when the Bamiyan statues of the Buddha
were vandalised.

It was not difficult to ascribe motives to the
Taliban’s hostility toward India during the five-
year period until its retreat in the winter of 2001

CARTOONSCAPE

It is entirely possible that the Taliban has
decided that India is once again taking sides

in Afghanistan’s internal affairs. ¢, 5 <«
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toward Pakistan’s border regions. India was be-
ing supportive of Afghan militia forces opposed
to the Talihan. (Ideology had by then lost rele-
vance in the Afghan war.) The graph of the Tali-
ban’s hostility roughly ran parallel to the ebb and
flow of “pro-activism” in India’s Afghan policy.

But the Taliban had been ignoring India dur-
ing the recent period. The Taliban hardly ever
spoke about jihad in Kashmir or ‘oppression’ of
Muslims in India. All evidence pointed to a snap-
ping of ties between the Taliban and Kashmiri
militants. No recent reports appeared about mil-
itants from India having been spotted in Taliban
strongholds in Pakistan.

There were two reasons for this. First, India
ceased to be a ‘player’ in Afghanistan’s fratricidal
war once the Americans moved in and devised
their own game plan. The National Democratic
Alliance Government in power in India was as-
piring to be a ‘natural ally’ of the United States
on any conceivable front. Specifically in Afghan-
istan, this demanded confining itself to the role
of a junior partner. This meant engaging surplus
financial resources in the Afghan reconstruct-
ion, playing an occasional role in ‘finessing’
Northern Alliance groups. But India was never
quite allowed on to Afghan political turf where
Washington saw Pakistan as its key partner.

Secondly, since 2001, the Taliban has been
preoccupied with the foreign military occupa-
tion — with the jihad against American presence
in Afghanistan. In this respect too, while the
Taliban turned its ire on countries that formed
part of the U.S.-led “coalition forces” in Afghan-
istan (such as Italy, Japan or the United King-
dom), the list did not include India.

Thus, there is an abruptness in the turn to-
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wards vicious hostility the Taliban has taken.
New Delhi appears shocked. India-Afghanistan
relations seemed placid till a week ago.

Why has the Taliban once again turned its
attention on Indian interests? It is easy to be
dismissive of the Taliban as an obscurantist
force out of the fastness of the Hindu Kush that
continues to haunt the subcontinent’s cultured
way of life with random acts of barbarism.

But there was all along a method to the Tali-
ban’s madness. The Taliban resorted to certain
modes of behaviour when it wanted to display
annoyance towards the supporters of the Afghan
“opposition,” the so-called Northern Alliance. It
either resorted to vituperative rhetoric con-
demning “enemies” or, alternatively, retaliated
by harbouring its enemies’ enemies. The Taliban
invariably settled scores within Afghan territory
itself, making it clear the demand was to leave it
and its country alone.

Thus, even when it caught crew members of a
Russian aircraft ferrying weapons to the North-
ern Alliance, it meticulously recorded their life
in captivity near Kandahar on a video camera
and sent that across to Moscow in the summer of
1997 through the then U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State, Robin Raphel (who was an enthusiastic
visitor to Kandahar in that period) as “proof”
that the detenus were unharmed.

The point is Maniappan’s murder, which has
all the signs of being the Taliban’s handiwork,
stands out as a political killing. Therefore, a need
arises to explore the reasons why hostility to-
ward India has erupted in Afghanistan. There
was always a thin line to tread in Afghanistan.

It seems, unfortunately, the case that ever
since India provided the indelible ink for the

presidential election in Afghanistan last Octo-
ber, New Delhi somehow convinced itself that it
had become a stakeholder in the U.S.-sponsored
democracy experiment in Afghanistan. New Del-
hi seems to have concluded that the winner in
the presidential elections, Hamid Karzai, needs
its backing for consolidating power in Afghan-
istan. How much of this was predicated on New
Delhi’s keenness to be of use to American re-
gional policy or whether this was prompted by
the complexities of the Karzai Government’s ties
with Islamabad, becomes difficult to tell. How-
ever, the end result somehow has been a tenden-
cy of late to equate Afghanistan and the Afghan
people with Mr. Karzai.

Powerful signal

The two-day friendly visit by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to Kabul in October repre-
sented an extraordinary statement of solidarity
with Mr. Karzai’s leadership of post-Taliban Af-
ghanistan. New Delhi was, consciously or un-
knowingly, giving out a powerful signal in the
Afghan bazaar. The Prime Minister’s visit took
place against the backdrop of the parliamentary
and local body elections in Afghanistan during
which Mr. Karzai had been accused of unprinci-
pled electoral alliances and manipulative poli-
tics. Besides, controversies remained over Mr.
Karzai’s own election. Washington Post quoted
National Alliance leader Younus Qanoconi, who
opposed Mr. Karzai, as saying: “I only accepted
the results for the sake of national stability.”

From that point, New Delhi proceeded to as-
sertively get Afghanistan’s SAARC membership
sorted out. This move held a resonance that
India was factoring in the Karzai regime as a
strategic partner in the region. Indeed, Pakistan
was hard pressed to show a degree of enthusiasm
in the matter. (Pakistani commentators have
since criticised their government for at least not
stalling on the issue until Afghan policies gained
some clarity.)

Thereafter, New Delhi has swiftly followed up
with a decision to honour Mr. Karzai with the
prestigious Indira Gandhi Peace Prize for 2005.
Within days, the Taliban struck demanding that
India must “leave” Afghanistan.

There should be no doubt that Mr. Karzai is
fond of India. He may remain at the helm of
affairs in Kabul, especially with the prospect of
long-term Western military presence in Afghan-
istan. He is a key figure in American regional
policy in Central Asia. With the massive Amer-
ican backing he enjoys, he has occasionally stood
up to Pakistan’s bullying including on the sensi-
tive Durand Line question. He is an immensely
popular figure in the U.S. and in influential
Western capitals. He is an inveterate enthusiast
of globalisation in the region.

But the paradox is that the Afghan people
themselves hold a variety of opinions about Mr.
Karzai. This is where the Taliban comes in. Ac-
cording to the Taliban, Mr. Karzai is a faction
leader. More importantly, the Taliban sees him
as the symbol of the humiliating foreign occupa-
tion of the country — an ‘American puppet.’

It is entirely possible that the Taliban has
decided that India is once again taking sides in
Afghanistan’s internal affairs. How is this pre-
dicament to be handled?

1t is well within the grasp of Indian diplomacy
to tread softly when it treads on other peoples’
dreams. India could do well by emulating other
regional powers or, better still, by reverting to
the traditional policy toward Afghanistan fol-
lowed by Delhi till the mid-1990s: emphasise
people-to-people relations; proceed vigorously
with technical and economic cooperation; main-
tain correct government-to-government rela-
tions but on a low key at least till the anarchic
conditions change for the better.

Successive Congress governments used to
seek a “neutral, independent and strong Afghan-
istan free from foreign interference.” There is no
reason for New Delhi to have any compulsive
urge to harmonise with the U.S. regional policy
in Afghanistan just because it finds itself unable
tobe of use to the U.S. in its ‘exit strategy’ in Iraq.
India can have an independent foreign policy
toward both Iraq and Afghanistan.
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/’\@’ Wake-up call
" in Afghanistan

™ he wanton murder of Maniappan Ramankutty, a
humble driver with the Border Roads Organisa-
tion, underlines the Taliban militia’s utter con-
tempt for civilised norms — including the

fundamental precepts of Islam and the traditional Afghan
code of honour. Mr. Maniappan was an unarmed civilian
who brought to Afghanistan nothing other than his skills as a
driver and a willingness to leave the safety and security of his
own land to work for the rehabilitation of a brother nation.
Breaking with the pattern of kidnappings in Afghanistan or
Iraq, the criminals who seized him appear to have decided
from the start that they would liquidate him. The ‘demand’
that the BRO leave Afghanistan within 48 hours precluded
any reasonable negotiation to secure his release. India has
cultural and civilisational links with Afghanistan going back
tens of centuries. Despite the acrimony of recent years —
and the role of Pakistan’s intelligence services in cultivating
the Taliban as a source of ‘strategic depth’ against India —
the militia has not, until now, taken a direct part in any
physical attack on Indian nationals. Why has it chosen to do

so at this time? What is the message being sent to New -

Delhi? {\,V,,Ql‘: L—LL 'Nl l{»\,\ (2 s ﬁ' C Ao Lin
As the Indian security establishment thinks carefully /

about these questions, it is clear the fundamental thrust of
the country’s Afghan policy must be the economic and
strategic integration of Afghanistan with South Asia. Until
now, India and Pakistan have tended to look at Afghanistan
as a zero-sum game in which one country’s gain must neces-
sarily be at the cost of the other. So Islamabad denies India
easy overland access to its western neighbour while New
Delhi seeks actively to build a special relationship with
President Hamid Karzai as leverage against Pakistan. Given
the Taliban’s traditional links with the Pakistani intelli-
gence establishment, it is possible the militia is being used to
deliver a message to New Delhi, which finds itself in a sticky
position. India’s interests lie in continuing engagement, yet
it is not in a position to protect its citizens working in
Afghanistan. Its response to the crisis following Mr. Ma-
niappan’s abduction was slow, and possibly inept. The solu-
tion to this tough problem lies in three areas. First, while
maintaining close relations with President Karzai, New Del-
hi must avoid giving the impression it is getting embroiled in
Afghanistan’s internal politics. Secondly, the emphasis on
non-security-related cooperation and assistance, especially
in infrastructure and training, must be maintained. Thirdly,
there must be a constructive effort to work together with
Pakistan on specific projects inside Afghanistan. The pro-
posed Turkmen-Afghan pipeline suggests itself, as do hydro-
electric projects linking Tajikistan and Afghanistan to a
common South Asian grid. There are plenty of possibilities
for cooperation but what is needed is an intelligent change
in polity mindset.
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Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI: A body found by Af-
ghan authorities near Delaram
in the Nimroz province on
Wednesday has been identified
as that of Ramankutty Maniap-
pan, Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) driver kidnapped by the
Taliban on Saturday.

On Tuesday, Taliban spokes-
man Qari Mohammad Yusuf tel-
ephoned the Reuters news
agency and claimed Mr. Maniap-
pan was executed as the BRO did
not agree to pull out of Afghan-
istan.

“The body was recovered
around 11 a.m. and is being taken
to Kandahar,” Zia Mojadedi, a
senior official in the Afghan Se-
curity Council, told this corre-
spondent over telephone from
Kabul. “The Afghan Government
is making all possible efforts to
trace the culprits.”

According to Rakesh Sood, In-
dia’s Ambassador in Afghanis-
tan, the body is likely to be flown
to Delhi by an Indian Airlines
flight on Thursday. “We are try-
ing to get the body from Kanda-
har to Kabul in time for the
flight,” he said from the Afghan
capital.

~ Sombre mood

Asked whether there was fear
among the 300-odd Indians in
Afghanistan, Mr. Sood said, “The
people here are okay, but the
mood is sombre.” All those who
were living and working in Af-
ghanistan were aware of the
risks they faced.

“It is not the first time such an
incident has taken place. Work-
ing in Afghanistan carries its
ownrisks,” he said, stressing that
Chinese, Turkish, Dutch and

British nationals were targeted
in the past. Mr. Maniappan was
the first Indian executed by the
Taliban.

Mr. Sood said its objective was
to scare away Indians working
on the $70 million Zaranj-Del-
aram road project, which will be
Afghanistan’s link to the Iranian
port of Chabahar. “The stoppage
of work by the Indian company
[BRO] was the only demand
made by the Taliban.”

Karzai condoles

Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai telephoned Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to express his
condolences. He promised that
security would be beefed up for
all Indian personnel in the coun-
try.
Dr. Singh told Mr. Karzai that
India’s resolve to assist Afghan-
istan remained unshaken.

In a press statement, Bf
Singh said he was “deeply griev-
ed and outraged” by the killing.
“I condemn this cowardly and
brutal murder of a brave Indian,
who was working in the cause of
peace and development far from
his home and country, which re-
flects the cruel and inhuman
character of the Taliban and the
forces they represent.”

The External Affairs Ministry

said Mr. Maniappan’s family
would receive Rs. 10 lakh as
compensation and benefits.
Both his children would receive
free education up to the second-
ary level.

The Ministry hoped that
those responsible for the killing
would be brought to justice
swiftly. It said India was in touch
with Kabul to ensure the safety
of its nationals in Afghanistan.
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Caught betw

SUJANDUTTA

New Delhi, Nov. 23: Maniap-
pan Raman Kutty, the driver-
cum-technical hand with the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO), was beheaded on Tues-
day by the Taliban in an
Afghan desert for reasons of
Indian strategic interest.

Someone should try ex-
plaining that to his family in
Kerala.

Maniappan is one of some
400 Indians who work in
Afghanistan on projects spon-
sored by the Indian govern-
ment. These projects are
funded by New Delhi’s $550-
million aid to the embattled
nation. Among the projects
are a school in Kabul, a power
transmission line to the
Afghan capital from its north,
a microwave television net-
work and the Zaranj-Delaram
road.

Of all these endeavours,
Project Zaranj is easily the
riskiest.

Its personnel cannot camp
near a city or an urban centre
and do not have the security
that keeps such population
centres safe in a lawless land.
For an outfit like the Taliban,
Indian workers in the dust
bowl of Nimroze the
province where they are build-
ing the road — are easy prey.

If Maniappan landed in
Afghanistan for Indian strate-
gic interest, he was killed for a
Taliban strategic interest.

India wants fo ensure a toe-
hold in Afghanistan. The Tal-
iban kills an innocent now and
then to deliver the message to
Washington that Daisy Cutter
bombs have not exterminated
them.

Once built, the 219-km
Zaranj-Delaram road Maniap-
pan was working on would
allow Indian equipment to be
transported across Afghan-

Indians
become

easy prey
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istan and a communication
link to Uzbekistan.

In the absence of transit
rights through Pakistan, the
Indian government is depend-
ent on the Iranian port of
Chabahar. It ships heavy
equipment to the port, then
transports them by road
through Zaranj and Delaram
and connects to the Garland
Highway that circumscribes
central Afghanistan.

Maniappan was engaged
in this noble venture. It is an-
other matter that he was also
doing it for a livelihood.

Indian projects in
Afghanistan are less secure
for Indians than the American
project of Afghanistan is for
Americans. American and Eu-
ropean reconstruction teams
are always escorted by ar-
moured vehicles.

What about Indian con-
struction teams, as in Zaranj-
Delaram? Bands of Taliban
and brigands rule the country-
side on either side of US and
ISAF (International Security
Assistance Force) security
CONvoys.

Some of them do so with
impunity. For instance, Tal-

A

iban spokesmen are always
able to claim “achievements”
by using the satellite tele-
phone to pass messages to
news organisations.

Such is the context in
which the Indian paramilitary
outfit, the BRO, has deployed
its personne] in Nimroze. As it
is, BRO personnel have a try-
ing time. Weather conditions
vary from minus 10 degrees
Celsius in winter to plus 55 de-
grees Celsius in summer.
Sandstorms make it impossi-
ble to work for more than four
to five hours a day. But there is
protection from nature. There
is none from the Taliban.

In sum, India’s Afghan
project to checkmate Pakistan
has been taken up without
Delhi fully appreciating the se-
curity implications for its per-
sonnel. The security comple-
ment for Indian installations
in Afghanistan is from the
Indo Tibetan Border Police, a
paramilitary force. It has no
mandate for preventive securi-
ty. The workers engaged in In-
dian government projects are
completely dependent on the
US forces, US-assisted ISAF
and the Hamid Karzai admin-
istration.

The US and Karzai have
their very own Afghan proj-
ects. The Indians are therefore
easy prey for the Taliban. This
isnot the first time. In 2003, an-
other Indian was taken
hostage. His release could be
negotiated with the good of-
fices of Asadullah Khalid,
now the governor of Kanda-
har.

It is now apparent that
India did not even try to nego-
tiate the release of Maniap-
pan. This could be part of a
new Israel-like policy. But Ma-
niappan who was earning a
livelihood in the wilderness
and wars of Afghanistan
should have been told about it.
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Alappuzha, Nov. 23: Maniap-
pan Raman Kutty’s village
today exploded in anger at the
Centre’s failure to prevent the
Indian driver’s murder by the
Taliban.

“We swapped terrorists for
the daughter of Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed (former
Union home minister). The
authorities wasted 48 hour's in
the case of poor Maniappan,”
a villager said at Chingoli in
Alappuzha, echoing the
thoughts of many.

The chief minister’s office

rang up Maniappan’s home ar-
ound 2 pm, informing the fam-
ily of the 34-year-old’s death.

Villagers and relations
themselves broke down as
they made weak efforts to con-
sole the driver’s wife Bindu
and his aged parents. His mot-
her Mani, a cancer patient,
kept shouting her son’s name.

“Why did you go to this
dangerous place? My child is
gone,” she wailed.

Maniappan’s elder son, a
seven-year-old Class III stu-
dent, sat bewildered while rel-
atives took care of his toddler
brother, aged two.

P

Maniappan’s wife wails at her Kerala home.

A

(Telegraph picture)

“The 48 hours the abduc-
tors had given was enough to
secure the release of our boy.
Unfortunately, the govern-
ment could not even start ne-
gotiations before the deadline.
They would have acted swiftly
if he were a VIP” said Push-
pan, a neighbour. “They could
have suspended the road work
and tried for his release.”

The murdered man’s fa-
ther, Raman Kutty, a heart pa-
tient, said rather stoically:
“Now what’s the use in blam-
ing anyone? He’s gone.”

Maniappan, the family’s
breadwinner, had taken up the

1\ \ eaniappanfamily. (AFP) - ’
})elhi let him die, cries village

lob with the sole objective of
renovating their small, tiled
house, wife Bindu said. “My
husband went there in the
hope that he'll get more money
to meet the expenses for reno-
vating our house. I had cau-
tioned him.”

A relative was dismayed
that E. Ahmed, minister of
state for external affairs and a
Keralite himself, had failed to
deal with the issue “serious-
ly”. He said Ahmed should
have cut short his trip to Pak-
istan and returned home to
start negotiations.

The body is expected to

two strategic interests

THEY WOULD HAVE ACTED SWIFTLY IF HE WERE A VIP’

One of Mani;ippan’s sons,
(Reuters)

reach Kerala on Friday for the
last rites. Some villagers
plan to blockade the politi-
cians and officials when they
come 1o the village to condole
with the family. “We won’t let
anyone in,” said Prasad, lead-
ing a small band of angry
youths. ,

Residents have called for a
hartal tomorrow.

“Arrangements have been
made to bring the body at the
earliest to New Delhi and then
to Kochi by Air India,” chief
minister Oommen Chandy
told a hurriedly called press
conference.
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Worker’s killing exposes India’s vulnerabili

India has plenty of hands wielding shovels in Afghanistan but no boots on the
ground there. While sending troops — or walking away — is not an option, is
President Hamid Karzai really in a position to provide security?

Siddharth Varadarajan

HE KIDNAPPING and brutal mur-

der in Afghanistan of a Border

Roads Organisation driver has ex-

posed not just the mindless, crimi-
nal nature of the Taliban — which is well
known — but also the peculiar vulnerability
of India and Indians in a country that is still
in the throes of conflict despite reacquiring
the trappings of a State.

The Indian government has committed
itself to both helping revive Afghanistan’s
physical infrastructure and also to devel-
oping a full-fledged political -and strategic
relationship with its government. The Indi-
an policy is largely motivated by the desire to
deny Pakistan the opportunity to regain the
“strategic depth” it once had in Afghanistan.
The road from Delaram to Zaranj that India
is building will allow Kabul and New Delhi to
trade with each other via the Iranian port of
Chabahar rather than through Pakistan,
which Islamabad in any case is loathe to
allow. Certainly, the significance of the road
and of the Indian presence in Afghanistan
has not been lost on the Pakistani military
and intelligence establishment, a section of
which is still said to be working with the
Taliban.

Today, India is one of the most visible and
prominent political backers of President
Hamid Karzai in the region. Earlier this
year, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh be-
came the first foreign head of government or
VVIP to visit Kabul and actually spend a
night in the city. On November 19, India
announced that it was awarding the presti-
gious Indira Gandhi Peace Prize for 2005 to
Mr. Karzai. These gestures are intended to
convey the extent of New Delhi’s commit-
ment to the Afghan President.

“The assumption is that Mr, Karzai enjoys
unquestioned legitimacy and authority in-
side Afghanistan and that there is nothing to
lose and everything to gain from publicly
and demonstrably linking India to him in
this manner,” says M.K. Bhadrakumar, a for-
mer Indian diplomat with extensive experi-
ence in the region. “But this is simply not the
case.”

The Afghan President’s writ does not real-
ly extend to large parts of his country. The
result, says Mr. Bhadrakumar, is that India
has allowed itself to become identified too
closely with a man whose authority is being

contested. “Evén for his own personal secu-
rity, Karzai needs the American firm, Dyn-
e

Aghn President Hamid Karzai condemns the murder of an Indian Border

]

Roads Organisation employee, at a press conference in Kabul on Tuesday. -

PHOTO: AFP

corp,” a former chief of the Research and
Analysis Wing told The Hindu . “So how is
he going to ensure the Indians working in
some remote corner of Nimroz province are
protected from the Taliban?”

Four years after the United States-led
coalition invaded Afghanistan and over-
threw the Taliban, the former ruling militia
has managed to pull itself together again.
One indication of their renewed ability to
wage war is the casualty rate among U.S.
soldiers. Of the 315 foreign military person-
nel who have died in Afghanistan since the
time ‘Operation Enduring Freedom’ was
launched, 120 of them — approximately 40
per cent of the total — were killed in this year
alone. That’s up from 58 in 2004, 57 in 2003,
68 in 2002 and 12 in 2001. As for civilian
deaths from bombings and shootings, this
year’s death toll is already close to 1,500 —
the highest annual total since the ending of
major offensive operations by the U.S. mil-
itary which also claimed a large number of
civilian lives.

The irony is that the Taliban’s increasing
strength — as measured by their ability to
inflict casualties on foreign troops — has
proceeded more or less in tandem with Pres-
ident Hamid Karzai’s ascent up the ladder of
formal political legitimacy. From being
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someone whom the Bush administration
had hand-picked and installed in Kabul as de
facto leader, Mr. Karzai last year oversaw
the adoption of a new Constitution and went
on to win a keenly contested presidential
election. Elections to the Majlis have also
now been held. The U.S., which is keen to
drawn down its active military presence, is
focussing its efforts on training and equip-
ping the Afghan army. However, none of this
has helped to improve the security envi-
ronment within the country.

Lately, there have been reports in the Pa-
kistani press suggesting that once again
Washington is looking at the possibility of
cutting a deal with the Taliban, or at least
getting a section of the former ruling militia
to join forces with Mr. Karzai. These moves
might also explain Washington’s reluctance
to make a bigger issue out of the fact that
Taliban insurgents continue to cross the Pa-
kistani border with ease.

For India, which has very real stakes in
ensuring Afghanistan re-emerges as a peace-
ful state, the challenge is to remain commit-
ted to the rebuilding of the country without
being sucked into the vortex of its often
destructive politics. “Our aim from the start
should have been to provide aid, training
and scholarships, increase people-to-people

10 200

contact and take on projects, but without
politically over-committing ourselves,” says
Mr. Bhadrakumar. India wants to be recog-
nised publicly as a key player but it lacks the
strategic or military muscle to back that up.
In other words, being seen as close allies of
Mr. Karzai makes Indians in Afghanistan a
target; and in the absence of any security
presence of its own, New Delhi is helpless in
the face of this targeting.

In the run-up to Manmohan Singh’s visit
to Kabul in August, the Indian side had ex-
pressed some interest in increasing the level
of cooperation on security matters. The Af-
ghans were cool to the proposal, as were the
Americans and Pakistanis. In any case, the
fact that Washington insists all foreign
forces in Afghanistan must function under
the overall command of the U.S. Army effec-
tively rules out the possibility of even a lim-
ited Indian security contingent being
deployed to protect, say, Indian infrastruc-
ture projects. The small ITBP force sta-
tioned in Afghanistan protects only Indian
diplomatic property and never leaves the
compound. Indeed, so restricted is their mo-
bility that the PM’s special plane for the
August visit brought gym and exercise
equipment for them.

While there are disagreements within and
outside government about how to structure
New Delhi’s relations with President Karzai,
all agree that there can be no question of
India walking away from its commitments.
It is possible that the Taliban picked on a
worker from the Delaram project precisely
because it is so important strategically, be-
cause the road to Iran will eventually reduce
Pakistan’s leverage over Afghanistan. Or the
choice of target may have been a coinci-
dence, the aim simply being to tell India to
stop “interfering” in Afghan affairs. Either
way, it is in India’s interest to stay the
course. It is also in India’s interest to work
on allaying Pakistani fears about its Afghan
policy. In pushing for Afghanistan’s inclu-
sion in SAARC and agreeing to open dis-
cussions on extending the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan pipe-
line to India, the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment gas sought to create a framework in
which New Delhi and Islamabad could coop-
erate with each other in the region rather
than seeking to score “strategic” points over
each other. The logic of these proposals
must now be taken forward. It is only a
genuinely South Asian approach that can lay
the basis for Afghanistan’s revival.
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GROUP TO MONITOR EFFORTS

- PM push
for Kutty’s

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. —
The Prime Minister has
directed that all efforts be
made to seek the safe
return of the Indian hos-
tage in Afghanistan —
which the government
noted “with deep concern”
— and strengthening of
security for the remaining
Indians in Afghanistan.

A high-level inter-minis-
terial group has also been
set up to monitor the
developments. The Cabi-’
net secretary will head the
group that consists of offi-

cials from the home and -

external affairs ministries
and security agencies.

This is the third day
since Mr Maniappan Ra-
man Kutty, a driver with
Border Roads Organisa-
tion, was kidnapped on the
afternoon of 19 Novem-
ber, along with an Afghan
driver and two other
Afghan security guards.
They were taken hostage
while travelling from Gur-
guri to Minar in Nimruz
province.

About 290 Indians are
working in the $84 million
BRO project to construct
a 219-km road from
Delaram to Zaranj near
the Iranian border. Later
that evening, an unidenti-
fied caller told an interna-
tional news agency that
Taliban had carried out
the kidnapping.

An external affairs min-
istry spokesperson said
today that the Prime Min-
ister was briefed about the
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release.

Parents, wife
keep praying

CHINGOLI (Kerala), Nov. 21.
— The aged parents and the
wife of the BRO driver from
Kerala, Mr MR Kutty,
kidnapped by Taliban in
Afghanistan, are praying for
his early release. Mr Mania-
ppan R Kutty was kidnapped,
along with three Afghans,
yesterday when they were
working on a highway project.
Maniappan was planning to
visit his parents and wife in
this coastal village in
Alapuzha district on 8
November when he was
transferred by the BRO to
Afghanistan. He was earlier
posted at Meghalaya.
“Maniappan is our only son.

“He is the sole bread-winner

of the family;” said his 70-
year-old father, Ramankutty, a
heart patient and his mother,
Mani (60), who is recovering
from cancer. Maniappan’s
wife Bindu is devastated after
hearing about his abduction.
The couple have two sons
aged 8 and 3 years. The
family came to know about
the abduction first from TV
reports. They were later intim-
ated by BRO officials from
Delhi, Maniappan’s uncle Mr
Krishnankutty said. — PTI

kidnapping, after which he
gave directions to ensure
that “all efforts be made,
in cooperation with the
Afghan authorities, not
only to seek the safe
return of Mr Kutty, but
also ensure the safety of
all Indians engaged in pro-
jects in Afghanistan”.

2 2 N

! 2005



WGW, 30 qATSHE:
e TEW O OFe|
HRPAMABIC 9E HZITR WoAT
B0 WPTR SR SR AN

IHLCA IS TS I61A
A% weffrrem (Reiae)-a3
9T Tirely ¢ for & T
TH{FF FCACE TN | W, Sl
sifedi (idige |

fafacs Rom waee geaig
TS(OT A T, Fome-a
@ ‘e it A1 R wim 35
R 5T 5les | oF® AITNAD
Bt Fwa 9o st fAuld
oReTE T forem (o) e e
AR, €2 P OIfFRN Tz
AR FCACR| SHCTA ST
NI, SoIgs 8 TR Rl =10
wRErcy e fre1” FIgeR S
QIS =R TAiwlE | Am
PR, SN FIFR G,
S TG (5E AR S
Tal IS

SrefTE (AF A
w3y e, Wedle €3
SRS A «@% @ 351 fof
Rerme-q ame 2fafam o
VNG AT 7 WS o Ao
AT el Wi
e (ALF APSTI (=A Y
435 wTdN 1% e errm
e AT il

T O [t T whEd

ANADABAL iy 70

g Ao

«=t faew sifere Afkeam) fof
=Ile G T o1 feger ol
42 W (IR @ SN
vEs | sl were R
feiwe Ruorfionr w51 3%gx
(AT (ZAT 83 (A6l G is
% Tl @ i e
o Rewe e Bz
CRIWE wEwic e afiey

TFSIE Jee e Al
SRIEITHR FHA WS BTN
s|fert @ GIRIRR e (A

FW’/%?ZW

wEeH A5 AR wiEl 51a
THE WAL ICA| A 4P
AR IR, “GME FIIYW
7ay T fdl) Fre 9% wwE
TG e e 7717
R ameR aeNg
R SIfeEE WIN 9res,
Al aame @fvs w11 95t TN

. s
RGNV \

fryes wesiFer oG

ST Jaeita A0 wAfFey f
© IFA FAE oz IR
ST WA (TG TR
o3 (1 wifwiena e S|

4F3 A WA SEel
MAMAGET IS, SifFEE
TR NN @ 47 Gl
R T WF | G SoRRe

FCAS S G| &AW FICS 51
o A Ffen Tl e
were! fBR W IX @ IANATA
e zeat Bfvs 7w

Wﬁﬁmavgm|w
HARITIA 499 (T S0 J(R,
offai GiBi3 97 A T | oS
BeICR| SRR /0y ANITAR
¥ AR WA @
FATS TR ©FF (ATF (5B
@me o A an”

Rre SRS S Rawd
AT 1 A9 foF Fravlerrs
TR I OGHAI SIS
NEOR A | (77 #1§% & AW
fBeTeaTe- TS| &,
TGO IR @ A IWLLAR
SIfFRAE ISHT 21l SIS
ol v [Jow 3fefae 8 gz
W(ENT SIS WRRe
Frfee| @ o9 el @z
e T oS e i frce
SifFRital 99 W 20009
wiTed 2fg A ¢ 5w e

weegd Al ss W A

S Y% orewl =

@ 9 IR PRSQ qraw
S TR ©F IF WTHSICH
siferis wiwme e wfSwiem
A QAT ARG S
2P | OT2 HTWE et “ifRere
N 7T 9% HRA T SIS~
e e et




f/ci_cej(.?lﬁfﬁ FATLE (74 T SIAS

j")‘\,\»
Y shmemtevst ) ne
N
S0 VR AT & (Fie e p AEr v

“q1 P WA FCR AL LTI T 3, I TS00S T,
SIS KoM T THAE|

T Gisiie @beTa e ervE ) T e )

A GTARCEH S S@UACHR H0F AYFANE Wi Fierza
Foitfirss et Rt Fa0s) wrore e R~ i T wwwew,
“HYE] FAETE (9 3 wifNc e, T B ea @it
T TSF (FATS A AT SAISF T TR iz
R 0 A R B! AT FAerEE v e wea we”

TR SRR fieE e T BroR St @is Riea e
IR I (W, G Oicss elfeusf® Mo @, @i sveg
fefara oW o fof 9098 13 g 93l ‘o’ tof sae) 1
(RIS IS AGHSF FoNd A0 W [ F3817, 9 F1 (A

FAP B! SITe! Rom! wqeaa gasitas IR, @RS SRTed
ATRICE TN, BF @ T st AfS geme WK
TSIZ AT | G GO (T FATER Jeinies wealens am M Tea
T, O-¢ fSf Sitw | AR IR, “ @S SRS AENEIS
JCEACH, WA AT WAL 1w Mg 1o v wea ol st
AT Gl P G (91"

SIFO R VA YU WS 0, ‘3 (FOlE SiFe
FNCETR EfSTers SPTad It 1A @y T ae gued |

g AT AT 2n Srofes s wfe 9wl qepfhe
‘@FE GO0 e | wivw witst e e TWIEeE g FAeR
TR AT MEfRiem o7 $15 A TAEeE Sralee) I (QF|

1 f\'(”/ u'

o 4

. TS AR S

R T AR/
m mwﬂaf—ﬁm “oifi @me
ﬁmmwaﬁﬁwﬁwwWWWcm
FarreiEmern et ofS v wid 3are GrafEns)”

8 @ TR 9L FHAITSA A | eSS TR Igs! Fex
@s 39 Susfen B w1, (7 erven TR frs st A R vy
i o, SCTRR-RIeTE 1 e e so WD b 2wl

SRR SIE S 098 (A EHIFaiTea wes ofn faeiifaes (b
T T FRHA, O YA TR TR AE N HOAAT A (HTF AL
72 o @We ga el -tz crewl | WS HERE NS IF
TN IRIEE TS TS A6 7 (e 1970y [FE0 wmR 39
AT ARG ©2 T AR, oS (72 937 I ETE |
TES, WA (RS A T oreg iy wwm foe Send
T g A S WEnEH i e oi e fentEe e
PICeE Ty oM FE) (1R el ol I (e ofewfe
EAETRITSER A% BoifFS @l 9w men @

TRl TR NS P WAHI A3 TR ({1,
TN | SRATSA A A-FCAG W TgSH @A Sy IorE
+f%f wre @RI 31 5 WS, EE-ffe e e
i R AR S T 28 ol (5T T oIS @]
HET I G T8 O RETR AT SIS e Fe 7w ARG G @i
T 9B S HPITE B! MG RIS Tasiifinas 1369 701 g o
% @ F, o TaEa TATas FUTeE (7

B @3 @S TATAIET Y A Wi B (AE I
ATSF - (A SIFS- @A FE (W T W2

Tea F-frcre Tz i fiares oiRdin Romd Tates 3eTfa s
YN TSTST AT, “SIF TR T AT &I FR "



Stay the course on Nepal

hese are testing times for In-

dian policy towards Nepal.

King Gyanendra is trying to

usher in a managed democ-
racy through sham elections. The
Americans are beginning to express
doubts about the ability of the politi-
cal parties to bring about change.
China is stepping in with military as-
sistance to support the monarchy.
And India has inexplicably failed to
respond to Chinese aggressiveness.

When the external affairs minis-
ter, K. Natwar Singh, stopped at Kath-
mandu airport en routeto Bhutan, the
Nepalese foreign minister, Ramesh
Nath Pandey, had an unscheduled
meeting with him. Pandey wanted In-
dia to support the king as all the pro-
mises made about democracy in Ja-
Kkarta, he claimed, had been fulfilled
— political prisoners had been re-
leased, municipal elections announ-
ced and the general election advanced
from 2008 to 2007. What more did
India want? Natwar Singh is believed
to have told him that the restoration
of multi-party democracy was the
minimum New Delhi expected before
contemplating any change in ties.
The king’s claims about democrat-

ic changes fell through soon enough
when he clamped down on the media
through a draconian ordinance. His
army even stormed into the offices of
aradio station and confiscated broad-
casting equipment without any judi-
cial authorization.

et, the world may be persuad-
i ed to think that the Nepalese
monarch is still useful. The
US ambassador to Kathmandu,
James F. Moriarty, speaking to jour-
nalists in Butwal on October 26, spel-
led out US policy towards Nepal quite
clearly: prevent a Maoist takeover
and restore democracy. However, he
then went on to argue for the “unity of
the legitimate political forces — the
political parties and the monarchy”.
His describing the monarchy as a “le-
gitimate” political force suggests
which way the wind might blow.

The US under-secretary of state,
Nicholas Burns, is believed to have
given a similar spiel to India during
his recent visit — Maoists are the pri-
mary enemy; the political partieslack
credibility and are unable to get peo-
ple on the streets; and even though the
king is not sincere about democracy,
under the circumstances the US may
be compelled to support him.

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Not a happy alliance

With these signals from the US,
Chinese military overtures to Kath-
mandu have further muddied waters
for Indian policy-makers. The Royal
Nepal Army chief, General Pyar Jung
Thapa, visited China last fortnight
and Beijing has promised military as-
sistance to the tune of Rs 50 crore as
well as better military cooperation.

What is going on in the Indian pol-
icy making establishment at a time
like this? There has been no strategic
reaction from India to Chinese aggre-
ssiveness in Nepal. While Beijing’s
military assistance to Nepal is not
substantial, it is nonetheless indica-
tive of the emergent Chinese policy.
In 1989, Rajiv Gandhi had reacted
swiftly to Nepal sourcing arms from
China. He forced Beijing to go back to
the formulation that Nepal was part
of India’s area of influence. However,
this time around, New Delhi has not
shown any public displeasure, leave
alone threatening any action.

That China is supporting the mo-
narch and the US is getting halfway
there, should be sufficient reason for
India to reinforce its support for the
political parties. If it supports the
king now, he will always think that
the support came under Chinese and
US pressure and will never be a reli-
able friend. Therefore, India must

THE TELEGRAP

forcefully express its displeasure at
what the Chinese are doing. It must
counter the emerging US line and in-
sist that the king is not a legitimate
political force in Nepal.

It is important that the Indian pol-
icy of supporting the restoration of
democracy in Nepal does not come
unstuck now. The political parties in
Nepal look to India for inspiration.
They are not pro-China, including a
majority of the communists. The
king, on the other hand, only wants to
blackmail India into supporting him.
Most importantly, India has to come
to grips with the reality that the crisis
in Nepal will not be solved by the US
or by China. Ultimately, New Delhi
will have to help resolve it.

A cogent and consistent policy
that safeguards India’s interests must
be based on the recognition of the
basic fact that its only friends in the
Himalayan kingdom are the people.
The ordinary Nepalese both promote
and stand to gain from India’s eco-
nomic prosperity. It is these people
that we ought to be supporting.

The second home truth that Indi-
an policy-makers ought to realize is
that today the people of Nepal want a
revolutionary change in their politi-
cal, social and cultural lives. The pur-
suit of change in Nepal can be delay-

ed by both internal and external cir-
cumstances. But it cannot be stopped.
There is no way the people of Nepal
would agree to stay under an abso-
lutist monarchy in the 21st century.
India’s only option is to support
the democratic revolution in Nepal.
Only then can it be on the winning
side. Once this is recognized, all argu-
ments about supporting a “brother
army” or getting intobed with adicta-
tor to safeguard India’s interests be-
come irrelevant. India should, there-
fore, constantly reiterate to the king
that unless political power, both exec-
utive and legislative, is handed over to
the political parties, there would be
no question of any arms supplies or
normalcy in the relationship.

anmohan Singh is going to
M Dhaka for the Saarc summit

in November. If King Gyan-
endra turns up there, the prime min-
ister should not grant him an audi-
ence. If, however, it is difficult to re-
fuse such a meeting, the encounter
should not result in letting the Nepa-
lese people down. Manmohan Singh
cannot afford to do a Jakarta twice.

India’s advice to the king should
be that New Delhi is not at all con-
vinced of his sincerity about restor-
ing democracy in Nepal. Nor should
the prime minister be fooled by the
king’s cunning in calling for munici-
pal elections and advancing the gen-
eral elections. He wants nothing more
than to extend his illegitimate rule.

It is wrong to say that the Nepalese
political parties have not been able to
mobilize people against the king. In
Kathmandu, Nepalganj, Birganj, Bi-
ratnagar and Okhaldunga, large pub-
lic meetings in support of democracy
have been held. The size of these mee-
tings worries the king. The fact is that
not only the civil society but also the
Nepalese media —a result of 12 years
of democracy, does not support there-
gression of the king. The fact is that
the internal political mobilization
has been substantial and is expected
to move into a high gear once the
Hindu festival season of Diwali and
Chhat is over. It is the external pres-
sure that would have to match it.

ItisIndia’s turnto repay its debt to
the Nepalese people who are friends
of India, who work in millions for low
wages in India, who fight India’s wars
and who today, aspire to live with
democratic rights. For their sake,
New Delhi must stay the course.
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CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 26: Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
has told a team of Left leaders
from Nepal that resumption of
military aid to the Royal Nepal
Army will be considered only
after evidence that steps were
being taken to restore democr-
acy in the Himalayan kingd-
om, a member of the delega-
tion said.

This comes a day after the
Nepal army chief returned to
Kathmandu from a week-long
visit to China yesterday and
said Beijing had pledged mili-
tary assistance in its war
against the Maoists, a develop-
ment that the Indian military
establishment has noted with
some concern.

The team from the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (United

general secretary and former

eputy Prime Minister, Mad-
hav Kumar Nepal, was here
chiefly to convince the Indian
establishment that it must
abandon its conventional po-
licy of supporting both the
monarchy and the political
parties in Nepal.

“We have told the Indian
Prime Minister, the defence
minister, the home minister
and the foreign minister that
democracy must take precede-
nce over everything, given the
situation in Nepal. This mona-
rchy must be subject to democ-
racy. We are very satisfied
with the hearing we were giv-
en,” Rajan Bhattarai, a memb-
er of the CPN (UML)Y’s inter-
national affairs department,
said.

Sources in the Indian mili-
tary establishment were still
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analysmg the v151t of the
Nepal army chief, General
Pyar Jung Thapa, who also en-
joys honorary status as Indian
army chief, to Beijing at the in-
vitation of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army.

Indian military sources
said Kathmandu was scouring
world markets to reinforce its
army whose stockpile of
ammunition is running out of
bullets for India-supplied
INSAS rifles among other
firepower.

They noted that the Nepal
army chief had described
China as a friend after the vis-
it and that Beijing had comm-
itted — according to the claim
of the Nepalese military —
funds of Nepali Rs 75 million
(about Indian Rs 45 million).

Thapa said this amount
would be used to strengthen
the army.
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New Delhi, Oct. 17: External
affairs minister K. Natwar
Singh had an unscheduled in-
formal meeting with Nepal’s
foreign minister Rameshnath
Pande in the VIP lounge of
Tribhuvan International Air-
port today.

The curious meeting took
place while Natwar Singh was
on his way to Thimpu.

Natwar Singh’s meeting
with his Nepalese counterpart
comes at a time when the sev-
en-party alliance of Nepal has
decided to boycott the election
call given by King Gyanendra.

The king, who usurped ail
executive powers in the Hi-
malayan kingdom this Febru-
ary, now wants to impose a
“managed democracy” in
Nepal on the lines of Pakistan.

1t is at this time that Nat-
war Singh has chosen to meet
the king’s representative.

Natwar Singh’s flight,
which left Delhi at 11.30 am,
had a half-an-hour scheduled
transit stop at Kathmandu. In-
dian ambassador to Nepal
Shivshankar Mukherjee had
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inforyned that the minis-
ter would be passing through.

It is not known whether it
was Mukherjee who set up the
meeting with the Nepalese for-
eign minister or whether
Kathmandu sought it. South
Block sources claimed that the
meeting was not planned.

What is clear, however, is
that Kathmandu did not want
the meeting to remain secret,
even if India might have want-
ed that.

Pande came to meet Singh
with the official Nepal TV in
tow. The hopes of a secret con-
fabulation, if any, evaporated
while the internationally mar-
ginalised regime in Kathman-
du got the publicity it desired. .

It is not known what Nat-
war Singh wanted from such a
meeting.

Earlier, he had earned na-
tional opprobrium when, thro-
ugh a one-to-one meeting with
King Gyanendra in Jakarta,
he tried to sew up a deal on re-
suming non-lethal supplies to
the Nepal army. It was the in-
tervention of the Left parties

that had saved the da/ylykré

UPA then.




“Nepal Opp lea

KATHMANDU, Sept. 30.
—- During the Quit India
movement, Nepal’s pro-
democracy leaders had
fought alongside Indian
freedom fighters against
the British colonial rulers.
Now it’s India’s turn to
discharge the debt of grat-
itude by supporting
Nepal’s movement for the
restoration of democracy.
A team of seven Indian
politicians, led by CPI-M
MP and politburo member
Mr Sitaram Yechuri, wind-

ed up its three-day fact-
finding trip to Kathmandu
today by inviting Nepal’s
Opposition leaders - to
India to carry the move-
ment forward. “Multi-
party democracy and con-
stitutional monarchy are
the twin pillars of Nepal,”
Mr Yechuri said. “The
erosion of any of them will
erode the process of mod-
ernisation of society.”

The Indian team, which
returned to New Delhi in
the afternoon after a
three-day trip, would pre-
sent its report to the Nepal

ér

WO~
Democracy Solidarity
Committee, a forum of 14
major Indian parties
formed in February after
King Gyanendra seized
power. It would also
apprise Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh of the
situation. According to Mr
D Raja of the CPI, who
was part of the seven-
member team, they found
King Gyanendra getting
more and more isolated.
“The Opposition parties
are going to the grassroots
to give their movement a
momentum and the issue

invited
W o E

has also been taken up by
human rights activists,”
Mr Raja said. The Indian
leaders are also going to
apprise the Indian author-
ities of the massive migra-
tion of Nepalis across the
border into India.

The Nepal Democracy
Solidarity Committee will
hold a national convention
in support of the pro-
democracy movement. It
will also keep up the pres-
sure on the Indian govern-
ment not to allow any fur-
ther assistance to the
Royal Nepalese Army.




‘Indian delegation

w~téfls Nepal to
bring ‘decisive’
pressure on Kiﬁg

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,SEPT 30

JEERED and booed on
their arrival two days ago,a 7-
member Indian delegation
on Friday said its commit-
ment and moral support to
the movement for the
restoration of democracy in
Nepal was ‘total’, but wanted
agitating parties here to go
for a decisive action.

“We have come here to ex-
tend our moral support and
solidarity to the cause of
democracy; this can not be
called interference in Nepal's
internal affairs,” the delega-
tion led by CPI(M) politburo
member Sitaram Yechury
told newspersons before they
left for Delhi.

“It was the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad supremo Ashok
Singhal who met the King im-
mediately after the February
1takeover, and pledged to se-
cure the support of Hindus in
India for the King's move. We
are here for a much larger

cause—democracy—which
the people of this country
have to get back,” said
Yechury, amessage that every
one including veteran social-
ist leader Surendra Mohan, D
Raja (CPI), Chandra Shekhar
Sahu (Congress), DP Tripathi
(NCP) and Dr Sunilam -
(Samajvadi party) endorsed.
Yechury and the group
faced a black flag demonstra-
tion on arrival just outside the
airport on Wednesday, which
has very likely contributed to

" their assessment that the

“King can not be trusted at
all”. The delegation said it
would submit a report to the
Man Mohan Singh govern-
ment to review its support to
the King, a member of the del-
egation said. However, the
delegation felt that while In-
dia should not resume arms
supply to the Royal Nepal
Army unless the king restoted
the country to democracy, it
stopped short of suggesting
that India should also break
dimplomatic ties with Nepal.
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t was unfortunate that no Indian Prime Minister
could visit Afghanistan for the past 29 years although
the two countries share a close relationship extending
over centuries. From the early 1980s to the mid-1990s
the situation in and around Kabul was too dangerous for
such a visit. New Delhi was shut out of Afghan affairs after
the Taliban assumed power in 1996. The situation has turn-
ed around completely since the theocratic regime was oust-
ed in 2001. Diplomatic relations have been fully restored
and India is playing a major role in the reconstruction of the
war-torn country. Given this wider context, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s visit earlier this week was significant.
The potential for constructive interaction is enormous;
trade and investment can increase exponentially and Af-
ghanistan can provide a transit route for oil and gas pipe-
lines from Central Asia and the Caspian Searegion. That this
landlocked country can be the much-needed link between
South Asia and the petroleum-rich countries beyond the
Oxus has been recognised in the proposal for its inclusion in
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
Pakistan has accepted this idea in principle but has made its
implementation contingent on the Kashmir issue being re-
solved. But the point is that the interlinking of the three
countries through lucrative commerce can only enhance the
prospects for the resolution of contentious issues. However,
Islamabad has refused to buyinto this thesis until now.
Against this background, New Delhi’s attempt to play a
role in the rebuilding of Afghanistan’s security forces ap-
pears somewhat problematical. It has been clarified that
Indiais interested only in giving a helping hand to the police
and not the military. But any cooperation between the two
countries in matters of security would have further aroused
the suspicion of their mutual neighbour. Pakistan believes,
with no reasonable basis, that any improvement in India’s
relations with Afghanistan is against its interests. Entangle-
ment in Kabul’s security concerns could cause complica-
tions, given its belief that Islamabad still extends some
support to the remnants of the Taliban. The composite
dialogue between India and Pakistan is so delicately poised
that measures likely to disrupt the process should be avoid-
ed. That the proposal has been set aside because New Delhi
did not want its advisors to work under the “lead country”
framework appears a blessing in disguise. In other respects,
the policy towards Afghanistan has been fashioned quite
wisely. Instead of imposing projects of its own choosing, the
Manmobhan Singh Government has let President Hamid
Karzai and his men identify the areas in which they require
assistance. Over the past four years a total of $ 515 million in
aid has been provided for projects in healthcare, education,
road construction, and telecommunications. India had his-
torically been the destination of choice for Afghans seeking
medical treatment and higher education. Those traditional
ties have now been fully restored.
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Democracy not the preserve of

. . .
the West, says Hamid Karzai
Former King Zahir Shah lays the foundation stone

&7

v
Siddharth Varadarajan q‘\“’ o
~

KABUL: In a brief but moving cer-
emony which underscored In-
dia’s intimate involvement in
the rebuilding of Afghanistan,
the former King, Zahir Shah, on
Monday laid the foundation
stone for a new parliament
building to be constructed with
Indian assistance.

Speaking to an invited audi-
ence at the construction site, Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai
expressed his “most sincere
thanks” to India for its help. In-
dia, he said, is a country that has
shown that democracy is not the
preserve of the Western world
alone. In his own remarks on the
occasion, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh said that the roots
of a plant were being laid which
will, “through your nurturing
and care, grow into a sturdy
‘panja chinar’ of democracy.”
Earlier, Zahir Shah — now called
Baba-e-Millat, or ‘father of the
nation’ — had told the Prime
Minister that the new parlia-

~
o Project is part of New
Delhi’s quiet emphasis on

infrastructure creation in
Afghanistan

& Two chambers = for the
Wolesi Jirga and the
Meshrano Jigra —to be
constructed

ment building would symbolise
the partnership between the
“world’s largest and newest
democracies.”

The parliament project is part
of New Delhi’s quiet emphasis
on infrastructure creation in Af-
ghanistan, say senior Indian offi-
cials. Though the $550 million
pledged so far makes India only
the sixth-largest donor country,
virtually all the Indian money
was going towards the creation
of tangible public assets such as
buildings, roads, buses and hos-
pital equipment. The Habibia
High School — renovated by In-

~y

~

YUR

/Ln»
dia and inaugurated on Suhday
— is one example. The Tata bus-
es, which form the backbone of
Kabul’s public transport system,
are another. On Monday, the
Prime Minister’s wife, Gursha-
ran Kaur, visited the Indira
Gandhi hospital in Kabul and
announced the provision of $2
million for a new neo-natal
centre.

The new National Assembly
will come up on the western
fringes of Kabul, virtually in the
shadow of the bombed-out shell
that is the Darulaman Palace,
built by King Amanullah in the
1920s. This sector saw the heavi-
est fighting between rival muja-
hideen groups in the aftermath
of the fall of the leftist Najibullah
government in the 1990s.

At the foundation laying cere-

mony, an Indian engineer, An- |

shuman Chakravarti, made a
power-point presentation of the
architectural plans for the com-
plex, which include the con-
struction of two chambers as
well as a library and prayer hall.



‘pa1dadoe A[oJes aq Jouued JUofe
SJUAUWIS)E}S ISOUM Jel| PauuIdp
-uod J@s jo ofewr ue pado
-[9Ap sey elIyeZ S|, pres 1]

ERIEDIZERIE o)
-U09 JO 9OUISQE Y} UT ‘JUaW3ONP
-ur ay} J10j afqisuodsar suosiad
Juosiad oy} AJIIuspl jou PlnOd
31 S)I0JJ0 31soq aydsap Jey) pres
‘I9ADMOY ‘990D  dY,

« SIBWIO0D JqIS
-sod AI19A9 WOJJ S)}IOJW0D/YSLd
Suraey ur jpsiay podeSua sey
pue S)LIOJJe PaLIadu0d Speul Sey
Apoefe1) pauwdpuod a1} Ysnoayy
UONJIasap 194 Jo no Ayjedwds
oliqnd pauIes 20U0 OUyM BITYRZ
‘STAL, ¥e1 P[9Y 991 ITIUIOT) YL,

‘pres Jodax a3
«Duels oy} Surdueys urege I0j

JAT]OLU B SB JUSWadNpuI s3sa38ns
A[8uoms S1qJ, 9w} [BIONIO SIY}
Je WaY) PajoeIu0d ey JYSIu
A3y)} pue 1Inod [eL}-al ay) 310j
-9q pue)s 1oy} Suigueyd A[rwiey
I8y pue eIIye7Z ‘S]A Ul 3S319)Ul UE
pey A1ed pasnode oY) pres i3I
“eIpaw 9y} pue s1ajlod
-81 JO JUOI} Ul WLIBAIY Pasudd
-1] ST Y3M PaJly Sy pUE SnudA
3} Je Juasaxd sem BAB)SBALIS NI
-PRIN VI drd 94} 90UdI0Ju0d
ssold e pessalppe eIyez ‘S|
usym jey; psjou jrodal IyJ,
¥00¢
‘6g 01 97 194010 woly Auowny
-$9] SI1] USAIS pey peuIyy [9Jne],
SSOU}IMAAD JuelIoduw] Ue pue pa
-1Ie)s Apeoal[e PeY 1IN0d leqUIny
Y} UuI [eljdI Ay} Se Juedl

o~

-Jrugts sem (eJpyeZ ‘S| Jo) jusiu
-9A0W ST} Jo FUTWT} 3Y] jeyy Jno
pajurod 310dax 9y ], ‘eIepOpeA 0}
wInjal o) Ajrurej oy} uodn jeaayy
10 uorsndwod ou sem 319 ], "194
-me[ 1oy payseoirdde pue $00g
19¢015() Ul BIBPOPEA O} pauIn)
-91 eatyez ‘SN ey} pay ‘yod
-84 $}1 Ul 9posida sjoym ay3 ojur
UM UIIYyM ‘99WWO) YT,
"$S9[askeq sk I9Y JsureSe suor)
-ego[[e seayez ‘S PoqLIOSIp
peA[e19S ‘S TeqUUMIA Ul LINod
[ewads & je 3sed a3y Jo [eLnal
Buro8uo sy} Sulnp suosiad Jusd
-ouul SUIWeU pUEB SJUIISIE]S
Supfewr ojur Joy Surinssaid
Jo peA[e}aS SN pashode IS
‘BIRPOPBA
LIS ¢ 883

5

ur  Jnod

-4

apeW ays asolf) SunoIpeIjuod
ased Areyeqg o9yl Ul SJUSWId)E)S
asfe]  9Ald 03 I3y poyd
-Wwod dYS jely) pue SYIUOUI U
-A3S 10J JUSWAUYUOD Ul I3y jday
90BdJ puER B0ONSN[ I0] SUSZNID
Jo peaAle1ag 'S Jey3 pagafe vlly
-eZ SN $00g ‘g I9qUIsAON UQ
g 199030() uo JuLlesy I3y}
-InJ 10§ 9sed 31} paysod pue ‘Jou
10 pa3daoae aq pnoys yodal oy}
ISYJAYM UO SUOISSTIUYNS UIILIM
Sul[y 10J sy9em 9aIYy) Iatjour
pue suonas(qo uijy 10y sysom
sa1y) pajuead youag oYL
‘'suorjoafqo
118y} 3[y 03 Uy} sjqeus o3 j1od
-31 313 Jo sa1dod usAIf aq pnod
sonred o) pres 31 ‘j10dax oy}
Sundsooe jou sem 31 jey) Iespd

1 opew pue lodar ofed-$S1
3y} pasniad ‘ewag ‘J'H J0onsSNe
pue jefeseq Iy sousnp gur
-sidwod youag e ‘Aepuopy uQ
“$g ISnny uo 11nod
a3 01 10dau s31 paprIqNs Joa(]
190([emuey] 30104 JO ISUOISSTW
-wo) jurop pajdo-od pey ogm
‘e1dny ‘g [eIdUSD-TRIISIFOY
£q papeay oapmuwo) oY
"9SED 91} UI A1}
-SOT{ WIN} 0) PIoNPUL SEM BITYEZ
SN 18U A[9YI] sem 31 pres ‘osed
Aloxeq 359 9] Ul SSaUM A9y
UPIoYs ellyeyz £q speuwr sjpuswi
-9)e}s aY) Jo A)oeIea a1} paqoid
Jeyl eenIwuiod  pajutodde
-umo) suraxdng sy, :H13d MIN

UEBSIIB{UIA ‘[

suo1103[qo Surfy I0J syoam a2y} sonted Ypoq spueis N0 dwardng

S0y uiny o}

99)}1LwWo) shes ‘3
P3NPl f__\@

Qw

~ 5] 3

(] ¢>m—_

)03

elije;

v

Ha o oA s

Yo wT 4

ra

H
A o

mf\ﬁ:

R4



(6" m WQQN

! o ¢
DN“‘ ((\Y’

N few e wtr e Sioes [

o | <=7 2feret Ak el o T, Tew o

- TRl AR ory winfecen o
| &z R o T g R — TR AR
TrTer AT Ao e werer Tame Lot —
TTA (R OFY WY FANG AL %W 67s | M
GIfRW SR YR RS i sl b
2 e o W o) e teR XS
ses woaw waqditrre wwrew O &
Shnfee— ©re s el et «fsHh
genfee TN GA &N AT TS SR
qrEEN 23S ST IfRra o s
T W 4R o Pl e, Tedn g 8
FEorg MRS @WM-FI Rers e om Ao e
AT T oTe @ R I IRLE @AWW
FRRrefRm| renfwns e A9 ArrEy o fw-
Almres waers =FE fem amfafm fenfss
TRl ¢ T wme R sfm e win
AFES A7 FRE APIR 92 SRE IO 1 1%
TR W @ R §fE B @RieeR wTe e
TR, SIZTS ~{, 11, Frw), Try, IRH-MIFN @
ofE cwre wEaiSme R ore Sy
gt ARre 777

o g9 e, oun meTl-weTY BRe
QfFTe Ay WTFNEE SRTET AT AET @A
e FRrRifaet oS AE-97 AW 220 51T IR
GITS BT A1 8 TN T2 FATY (ST Swifey
T | Tow SFFR TN @ AT To fra
ARl @I (oo w1 MiE yEg T TWNE GINR
T 2T GTINPR (5H ST A 3ffE wE, o
220E QIO TAS WK GIAI HAE 2309
wpIfiat AT SweifEE i ewesd, Be @ ewesid
ANEBAG | TGO 7 2AE WEAN (@PCET SR
TiF IfewREE TR ANFSIT A SR |
T PIRE oI SIRIE WA FATA ¢ AR (T,
TSI W& FRA AGHAMNIA LRIt Sferaie
N1 It MErtefhre? afifre g3l =%
o #i15 (@SS “Rres I Ao PrE e
SRF G2 A AR SR 3T | 2Bl wg
uifFme AFreRl (TR TEPRTMR AT FEATHFR
FoIf g, Gig 2ry | W S wa-1g e SRMIE IR
9ITE HWFSA-ANFEN T {5 GO SBTER
S snfem wice & W, (1R e | IR IT (@ 2D
Fior wce Rfan sice, TR 239 SRR SeifEe
PITFIR AP 2|

I A1 22 SRFAIISITR G- eq
i 2300 TS 2 13, o1yl Wfe | Wi ¢ qgEmfes
AR @RS @dms eifFe zam golifes 230tz
(RIS TR 5T NS G e 23retz|
EPTES D TR TR FIHTEIS (AR Gy
o2 AN IS (2, AT FHER AR 9478
SIZ FIIER 9y AfSTHe 11 TN TS 9de
SRFSSIR X (5181 @ wig Avey Wi, agefes
ENT g AN, SN GO et
Sifiv @ FIferes Smefied 73| @3 %N S ifEs 230
EAEE Wveeiag saEreE Jueifew 330[|
R @2 RN AR @ ey [Kete 23tery, ol
TSR Afs | @3fb AR € 2T AFTSIN Srerery
TS 22T FHER F© FA AAIE, 751 FN1 WS
Faifwiara e Pr-nFe sgpfam o sfaafes $arae
Gexie fMSPIe | ©F GeTRm ¢ (& alfW AR Rets
e iR ¥y @ BRI AN sferecy, (R A
SRR SEAIASn 230 A % Jge ot
gAug oR “fiw | Freri AifEe wikeces qed? @
TRANTH S ANETS HAIAD FZS AR 2/t Boiry
AR o WIS (w0q (o @-Fis ek T
FTA PI0F OeHS 23 AT | (A3 (Afsres
TR PiCER wiwsim e @b elestie)d eifmrg
S |

4
© My

AN‘Df54 o
ATk A




anmohan, Karzai moot gas pip

Afghanistan keen on seeking closer hnks Wlt SAARC Indla afﬁrms its support

| Siddharth Varadarajan

KABUL: India’s South Asian diplo-
macy took a big step forward
with Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Afghan President Ha-
mid Karzai mooting — for the
first time ever in an official docu-
ment — Afghanistan participa-
ting in SAARC, the South Asian
Association  for  Regional
Cooperation.

The issue was raised by Mr.
Karzai during his one-on-one
meeting with Dr. Singh here on
Sunday.

“Land bridge”

The joint statement issued at
the end of the meeting noted
that in the context of Afghan-
istan’s historic role of being a
“land bridge” between Central
and South Asia, the country was
interested in seeking closer links
with SAARC. On his part, Dr.
Singh “welcomed this initiative
and affirmed India’s support for
Afghanistan’s engagement with
SAARC.”

Dr. Singh’s visit is the first by
an Indian Prime Minister to Af-
ghanistan is 29 years. He is also
the first foreign head of state or
government to visit here for
more than a day. Afghan officials
are particularly grateful for this,
noting that no visiting VVIP has
ever spent the night in Kabul or
driven through its streets since
the Taliban regime was ousted at
the end of 2001.

Support from Pakistan

Fielding questions at a joint
press conference, Mr. Karzai
said he was glad to have received
a positive response from India
on the issue of SAARC. “We are
also glad to have had the same
positive response from Presi-
dent Musharraf of Pakistan. So
Afghanistan is very keen on
SAARC and hopes to be a con-
tributor and receiver [from] that
organisation.”

The Indian Government has
also, for the first time, flagged its

eline
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EXCHANGING NOTES: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Afghan President Hamid Karzai look on as External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh
and his Afghan counterpart Abdullah Abdullah sign an agreement on Small Development Projects in Kabul on Sunday. - PHOTO: PTI

official interest in the proposal
to build a gas pipeline from Tur-
kemistan. The idea was first
floated by the U.S. energy com-
pany, Unocal, during the Taliban
days.

Sunday’s joint statement
noted that “the two leaders en-
dorsed the need for greater con-

sultation and cooperation in a
future project of a Turkmenis-
tan gas pipeline that would pass

through  Afghanistan  and
Pakistan.”
Energy needs

Asked if he preferred the
Turkmen gas option to the Ira-

nian one, Dr. Singh said India
needed both. “Itis not a question
of preferring one over the other.
Our needs for commercial ener-
gy are increasing at an explosive
rate. ... There is an enormous un-
met demand for commercial en-
ergy which is set to increase, so
we need both the pipelines, the

pipeline from Iran-Pakistan-In-
dia and the Turkmenistan-Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan-India one.”

On Pakistan’s refusal to grant
transit rights for land trade be-
tween Afghanistan and India,
Mr. Karzai acknowledged this
was holding back regional inte-
gration.

But he said the steady pro-
gress of the India-Pakistan
peace process would take care of
this issue too. “We are very hap-
py to see a dialogue for better
relations between India and Pa-
kistan,” he said. “Afghanistan is
directly affected by friendship
between these two countries.”




ARZAI ENDORSES MANMOHAN'’S VISION OF ECONOMICALLY—INTEGRATED S ASIA

Manish Chand in Kabul

Aug. 28. — India and Afghanistan
today imparted a new dimension to
their burgeoning ties by agreeing to
work closely in combating Taliban-
driven terrorism and speeding up the
reconstruction  and  democratic
process in the war-ravaged country.

Dr Manmohan Singh, who arrived
here in the morning on a two-day visit,
also announced fresh assistance of $50
million to the ongoing reconstruction
of Afghanistan, which takes India’s
contribution in rebuilding the country
to over $600 million.

Kabul pulled out all stops in
rolling out the red carpet for this
“special visit” by the Indian Prime
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MEETING POINT: Dr Manmohan Singh with Afghan President Mr Hamid Karzai in Kabut on Sunday. — AFP

Minister. He was received at the
Kabul international airport by the
Afghan interior minister, Mr Ali
Ahmad Jalali, and ldter given a
grand ceremonial welcome at the
presidential palace by Mr Hamid
Karzai. This is the first visit by an
Indian Prime Minister to this coun-
try in nearly three decades, the last
being by Indira Gandhi in 1976.

“We have discussed the threat
posed by terrorism in both India and
Afghanistan. There is a convergence
of interests between the two coun-
tries on fighting this scourge,” Dr
Singh said after his talks with Mr
Karzai. “Terrorism anywhere and
everywhere is a threat to civilized
existence.”

Referring to the recent reports of

regrouping of the Taliban, the
Afghan President said: “We see the
continuation of terrorist activities
directed against the Afghan people.
No nation likes to see its sons and
daughters murdered. India and
Afghanistan will jointly fight to elim-
inate this menace from the region
and the world.”

A joint statement issued at the end
of the talks said: “The two leaders
reiterated their commitment to work
together to ensure that Afghanistan
never again becomes a safe haven
for terrorism and extremism.”

Dr Singh said: “We hope to realise
a shared destiny of people in the
entire region. Poverty, disease and
ignorance do not have to be the
inevitable lot of people in South

Asia... If we work together, we can
overcome these problems.”

Mr Karzai wholeheartedly en-
dorsed Dr Singh’s vision of an eco-
nomically and culturally integrated
South Asia. “The three countries

‘(India, Pakistan and Afghanistan)

can have a maximum impact not only
in the region but in the world if they
join hands together to fight terrorism
and forge closer economic linkages.”

India and Afghanistan signed three
agreements in the field of small devel-
opmental projects, health care, and
agricultural research and education.
Both countries agreed to expand their
capacity in building democratic insti-
tutions. — JANS

Kabul collage, page 4

Terror tops Indo-Afghan talks

PM gifts rebuilt stho/l

KABUL, Aug. 28. — Dr Manmohan Singh today handed
over to the local authorities a school rebuilt by india and
announced 1,000 scholarships annually for Afghan
students. Addressing a function to hand over the Habibia
school, the Prime Minister said: “We firmly believe that
strong educational institutions are the basis of a
productive society and progressive nation” He said india
remains the preferred destination for pursuing education
as well as professional training for Afghan students and it
is a matter of pride to note the fact that the Afghan
President is an alumni of Himachal Pradesh University. Dr
Singh pointed out that India currently provided less than
100 slots under International Technical Education Coope-
ration programme and Coiombo Plan for short-term pro-
fessional training courses and 14 scholarships for
pursuing university education. “We realise that this num-
ber is inadequate. We have decided to increase it to
1,000 scholarships annually” he added. — PTi
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4 Jammed riflesy.

N % A ruse for some ‘jam’? N Y
There would be cause for some suspicious reading between
the lines of a‘comment from a General of the Royal
Nepal Army that his troops suffered considerable losses in
an encounter with Maoist rebels because their Indian-made
rifles got ‘overheated and jammed during an extended
skirmish. Now the 5.56mm INSAS rifle has had its teething
troubles but overheating’'was not one of them, on thé con-
trary some its components were prone to malfunction in con-
_ditions of severe cold. Hence the speedy rebuttal of the
charge by Indian authorities in Kathmandu and New Delhi,
who pointed out that a large number of our units have found
the rifle vastly superior to the obsolescent 7.62 mm self-
loading rifle which it replaced, and that it had bgen used
successfully in counter-insurgency operations similar to
- those now being undertaken by the RNA. The offer of
another round of training to the RNA should be well-taken,
after all not all battalions of the Indian army/para-military
have been re-equipped and they might press for expediting
issue of the rifle since Nepal appears dissatisfied with it —
despite not having to pay a market price.

That the RNA had few previous complaints causes some
“motivation” to be seen in the General’s comment. Is it a
veiled threat of Nepal seeking other sources of military
equipment since the supply line from India has been cons-
tricted in the wake of the curbing of democracy there? In
response to some desperate pleas from the RNA, a limited
supply of non-lethal stores had been resumed recently, but is
possible that the RNA needs more - there were reports of
dwindling stocks of ammunition. The government would do
well to check this out fully. While there must be no falling
prey to what appears a ploy, the long-term implications of
the RNA establishing new sources of arms (Pakistan did
offer to help out) cannot be trivialised. Nor indeed can the
RNA be rendered so vulnerable that the Maoists get even
further emboldened. While keeping up the pressure for
restoration of democracy, India must also help keep the
rebels on the run — which is not the prevailing reality. -

lak STATESMAN



' Delhi dares to look at
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Nepal mlnus monarch

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 18: For the
first time in decades, India is
mulling the prospect of a
Nepal minus the king.

India’s Nepal policy has for
long been based on the “twin
pillag” of constitutional
mongechy and ti-party
democtacy. It has always in-
sisted Nepal’s progress and
stability depend on these two
factors.

Now, a policy shift appears
in the making though India
may continue to take its earli-
er line officially for some more
time,

The change has come from
its deep sense of disappoint-
ment with King Gyanendra.
Despite repeated promises
since his February coup, he
has refused to announce a
roadmap to restore democracy
in Nepal.

Nor has he managed to

check the Maoist- menace or -

strengthen the country’s econ-
omy. Instead, there has been a

GA™

ﬂlght of capital which has
shaken industry and business
confidence.

In spite of reservations
about the Maoists, India is no
longer willing to ignore their
importance in Nepal politics.
It feels there is no military so-
lution to the present crisis and
a political one can be reached
only by bringingthe rebels on
board.

It has also begun to ac-
knowledge how unpopular
Gyanendra is getting by the
day and how the demand to
turn Nepal into a republic is
getting shriller.

Although the Maoists first
articulated the demand for a
republic, a growing number of
political parties and members
of civilian society have joined
in since Gyanendra snatched
all executive powers.

However, many in Nepal
are against any drastic or
hasty move. They prefer a
gradual curtailing of the
king’s powers and a slow tran-
sition into a republic.

8

such a future scenario,
the king could exist but as a
figurehead, with the real
power resting in the hands
of  democratically-elected
leaders.

India is not willing to jump
the gun. It is moving cautious-
ly as it has high stakes- in
Nepal and is not confident

whethep{joliticut patties will
be able to- @ united:
fight against the king.

Indications are India will
wait and.see whether the polit-
ical parties and the Maoists,
now negotiating to join hands
against the king, are able to :
whip up a countrywide move-
ment. ‘

In early September, the po- |
litical parties are planning

_a massive agitation in Kath-

mandu and elsewhere to
build up opinion against the

At that time, Gyanendra
will be on a foreign tour, which
includes a visit to New York
to address the UN General
Assembly.




“Indian gun misfires

} in ,,Nepal arm

'rhl
KATHMANDU, Aug. 12. — The Royal
Nepalese Army today blamed the punish-
ing losses suffered at the hands of Maoist
rebels last Sunday on the indigenously-
manufactured Insas rifles given to it by
New Delhi. With Maoist guerrillas striking
in two western Nepal districts in five days,
83 people have died. On Sunday, the
underground guerrillas attacked an army
camp in Pili in midwestern Kalikot district,
triggering an overnight gun battle that
resulted in the death of 26 rebels and 43
soldiers apart from a civilian contractor,
according to the army. Close on
the heels of this
attack, the
biggest rever-
sal suffered by the govemment si-
nce King Gyanendra took over in Feb-
ruary, came a second Maoist ambush in
western Nawalparasi district on Thursday.

The rebels blocked a key highway, that
connects western Nepal with eastern
towns, by felling trees and placing boul-
ders. As a security patrol ventured to
remove the obstructions, it came under
fire. While 12 rebels were reportedly killed
till Friday, the army said it had lost one so}-
dier and four were injured.

The attacks came after Union defence
minister Mr Pranab Mukherjee said in

losses

9'\'3‘/" (’S Kolkata; on Sunday thz;’t the Royal

Nepalese Army had failed to combat the
Maoist insurgency effectively:

At a press bricfing today at its head-
quarters in Kathmandu, as the army iter-
ated its allegations that the rebels had tor-
tured and killed about 10 soldiers after
taking them captive in Pili, a Nepalese
journalist wanted to know if there was any
link between Mr Mukherjee’s comment
and the army debacle. “I don’t have the
authority to say why Mr Mukherjee said
what he did,” said Brigadier-General
Dipak Gurung, spokesman for the Royal
Nepalese Army. “I can only say that the
weapons the army was fighting with were
_ Indian... If we had got better
' weapons, our
. casualties
i would have
been fewer.”
" Complaints
against Insas rifles, that
New Delhi had been offering to Nepal at a
70 per cent subsidy, first surfaced in 2003.
Brigadier-General Gurung echoed them:
“The rifles are okay if you fight for an hour
or two. In Pili, there was continuous fight-
ing.” When fired continuously, the
spokesperson said, the rifles got heated
and started “matfunctioning”.

Since the royal coup, India has stopped

supplying Insas rifles and other lethatmil-
itary equipment to Nepal.

THE STATESMAN



2 Parties’ concern over

V4 V

Nepal situation " s

p v
Special Correspondentq (\Lr\\& taking action against Nepalese
¢

NEW DELHI: Expressing deep con-
cern over the ‘deteriorating po-
litical situation’ in Nepal, nine
political parties that comprise
“Nepal Democracy Solidarity
Committee”, on Wednesday de-
cided to mabilise national and
international opinion on it.

At a meeting the Committee
decided it would organise an all-
India convention here on August
26 to which they would invite
representatives of the seven po-
litical parties of Nepal that have
formed a coalition there.

Situation deteriorating

“The situation in Nepal is de-
teriorating despite assurance
from King Gyanendra to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on a
roadmap for restoration of de-
mocracy,” Communist Party of
India (Marxist) Polit Bureau
member Sitaram Yechury told a
press conference. The Commit-
tee also condemned the arrest of
former Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba and another prom-
inent leader Prakash Mansingh
by the authorities.

He said the Committee also
decided that a delegation would
call on either the Prime Minister
or the Home Minister urging
that the Centre stop authorities

who come to India for treat-
ment. He said besides targeting
Nepal citizens on the grounds of
being “Maoists” even doctors at-
tending on them were being ha-
rassed. The Committee also
decided to float a Parliamentary
Forum for Democracy in Nepal
to mobilise both national and in-
ternational opinion.

As regards resumption of
arms supply by India to Nepal,
the CPI National Secretary said
the Government of India should
not do anything that gives legiti-
macy to the King and suggested
it reconsider the decision.

Besides these two leaders,
those who attended the meeting
were All India Forward Bloc
general secretary Debabrata Bis-
was, its secretary G. Devarajan,
Nationalist Congress Party lead-
er D.P. Tripathi, CPI (ML) mem-
ber Swapan Mukherjee, Janata
Dal (Secular) members Sure-
ndra Mohan and Manjoo Mo-
han, Samajwadi Janata Party
member Ravinder Manchanda
and Anil Mishra and Vijay Pra-
tap of the Socialist Forum. Mr.
Yechury said Anand Sharma of
the Congress who too was in the
Committee could not attend the
meeting since he was scheduled
to speak in the Rajya Sabha in a
debate.
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By Indrani Bagchi/TNN F b % O\

New Delhi: India is now con-
fronting the inevitable fallout
from the crisis in Nepal. Nepali
migration to India is now in the
hundreds of thousands, accord-
ing to international NGOs. And
the pressure is mainly on border
states like UP and Uttaranchal.

“The 1950 treaty with Nepal is
proving to be a safety valve for
the king,” said senior govern-
ment sources. This may cease to
be an open door in the near fu-
ture as India has
decided to step up regulation of
the border, fearing a national and
economic security crisis.

Officials said though some of
the fleeing Nepalis were seasonal
labour, Indian border checks
have noted that in recent
months, Nepalis were moving
with their families and belong-
ings and even after the labour
contract was over, refused to re-
turn.

In the normal course of
events, these economic and con-
flict migrants would have con-
verged on Nepal’s capital, Kath-
mandu. But according to a Wash-
ington-based NGO, Refugees In-
ternational, “India has become a
safety valve for those seeking se-
curity and economic survival.”

+~ Crisis,

SEEKING A SAFE HAVEN

India bears brant of N epal

mlgrants pour in

ing times of economic and politi-
cal crisis and would go back
when the situation stabilised;
however, in recent years, these
people no longer appear to be re-
turning to Nepal.”

In other words, the pressure
that would have been borne by
the king is now being borne by
India. The interesting bit about
the migrants is that they are in-
discriminate in their fear of the
Maoists and the Royal Nepal
Army, because they feel similar-
ly persecuted by both.

This reprieve owes its -origin
to a 1950 treaty of friendship be-
tween India and
Nepal, whereby Nepalis enjoy
the same rights in India as Indi-
an citizens except that they can-
not vote.

In fact, according to recent fig-
ures, there are some 40,000
Nepalis in the Indian armed
forces and around 1,15,000 ex-ser-
vicemen in Nepal.

Meanwhile, the Nepal king is
using what he believes is a pow-
erful weapon against India —
withholding an already prom-
ised support for India in UN Se-
curity Council.

A recent visit by minister of
state for external affairs Rao In-
derjit Singh to rally support was
inconclusive.

The organisation says in its recent
report, “Estimates of people driven to
India as a consequence of the conflict
are inexact and vary widely, from
hundreds of thousands to millions.

Analysts agree that seasonal mi-
grants who used to come to India tem-
porarily are now moving to India.
with their belongings. Previously,
Nepalis tended to come to India dur-

However, analysts here pointed out
that with Japan as the largest aid
donor to Nepal, Kathmandu will be
hardpressed to deny support to the G4
nations.
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New Delhi, July 20: India has
decided to send minister of
state for foreign affairs Rao In-
derjit Singh as its “special
envoy” on a three-day trip to
Nepal, beginning tomorrow.

This is the first ministerial
visit from Delhi to Kathman-
du after King Gyanendra seiz-
ed power on February 1.

The decision to send a min-
ister is being seen as another
instance when Delhi has
blinked first in its diplomatic
staring match with the king.

In April this year, Gyanen-
dra had managed to get an as-
surance from Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, when they
met in Jakarta, on India’s res-
umption of arms supply to
Nepal.

After widespread protests
on India’s stand, Delhi said
it was only sending non-lethal
equipment, but it was clear
that it was yielding to pres-
sure.

Singh’s visit also comes in
the wake of the UN secretary-
general’s special envoy Lak-
hdar Brahimi’s meeting with
theking.

Brahimi had asked Gya-
nendra to restore democracy
in the country but also offered
the UN’s help to resolve the po-
litical crisis in the rebellion-
racked kingdom.

Ostensibly, Singh’s visit to
Nepal is for a discussion on
the reforms proposed to the
UN by India and the other |
Group of Four nations. But he
will also discuss a number of
developments in the country
and elsewhere in the region.

Singh was the last Indian
leader to visit Nepal. He had
gone to Lumbini in November
to attend the Second World
Buddhist Summit.

The fact that India has de-
cided to send Singh as a “spe-
cial envoy” is a clear indica-
tion that Delhi is keen to keep
its communication line open
with the palace.

If it was so keen that its po-
sition on the proposed UN re-
forms should be explained, De-
1hi could have asked its ambas-
sador in Kathmandu, Shiv Sh-
ankar Mukherjee, to do so. In-
dia has not reacted officially to
Brahimi’s visit to Nepal. But
his offer of UN help to resolve
the crisis may not have gone
down well with the Indian es-
tablishment.

Gyanendra, however, has
given no indication of yield-
ing under pressure. In a recent
cabinet expansion in the king-
dom, ministerial posts have
gone to those seen as hardlin- :
ers, royalists or political light
weights.
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NEW DELH]I, July 14. — India
will disburse an amount of Rs
1,984 crore for the Tenth Plan of
the Himalayan kingdom Bhutan
that includes a project-tied-assis-
tance of Rs 734 crore.

The assistance is for the period
July 2002 to June 2007 and wduld
be funded from the non-Plan
Budget of the ministry of external
affairs. The amount approved
also comprises direct subsidy .of
Rs 710 crore and other subsidies
and refunds of Rs 540 crore.

Today’s Cabinet decision in this
regard will lead to generation of
opportunities for Indian compa-

nies to participate in Bhutan’s

major projects. It will also
strengthen India-Bhutan relations

Delhi extends Rs 1,984

G-

a551stance 2 to Bhutan \gx

based 0; the country’s stratégic
and economic interests in the area
of high geo-political sensitivity. It

will also strengthen the goodwill

Bhutan has for India.

India has extended support to
Five Year Plans of Bhutan since
their inception in 1961. The sup-

- ‘port is viewed as an essential com-

ponent of Bhutan’s planned devel-
opment. It is generated in a num-
ber of ways, including by expand-
ing the domestic revenue base by
undertaking projects which would
generate surplus revenues in
Bhutan, undertaking projects in
that country in social, health,
infrastructure ‘and strategic sec-
tors and also to extend cash sup-

+port to bridge the resource gap.

And there has been no dilution of
India’s role in the developmental
and modernisation of Bhutan. -

'RE ST ATESMAN
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F|rst Iot of supplles
after freeze: Jee

jackets

SHISHIR GUPTA “L

INDIA finally supplied the
first consignment of non-
lethal military items to Nepal
— including bullet-proofjack-
ets — via the Raxaul border,
over the weekend. The deci-
sion had been taken two
months back by the
Cabinet Committee
on Security.

Government
sources said Prime
Minister Manmo-
han Singh had last
Thursday approved
the decision after
King Gyanendra *
gave his assurance'that Nepal
would move towards restoring

rulti-party democracy.

: The UPA Government had
assured King Gyanendra that
it would stick to its commit-
ments on military supplies
during the Asian-African con-
ference at Bandung in April.
The approval was pending
with National Security Advi-

NEW DELHL JULY 4 i\.;V/

_-Gyanendra

e

r.Nep I

'f‘/r M.K. Narayanan since

then.

1t is learnt that senior offi-
cials of the Royal Nepalese
Army have already conveyed
their appreciation on the re-
sumption of supplies through
the military channel.

The supplies included
Mahindra jeeps, bullet-proof
jackets, concertina
security wires,
bunker protection
devices and mine-
proofvehicles.

New Delhi has,
however, held back
hand-held thermal
imagers, used in

operations, and night-vision
devices. In the case of thermal
imagers, New Delhi feels
Kathmandu should sign a pro-
tocol on intellectual property
rights, ruling out the possibility
of the force multipliers falling
into the hands of other coun-
tries.
South Block is tightlipped

v CONTINUED ONPAGE2 -
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Jacke}é for Nepal

about the supphes but, signif-
icantly, the decision came af-
ter the commission examin-
ing the alleged corruption
case against former Nepalese
prime minister Sher Bahad-
hur Deuba found no evidence
against him.

Though the King still ex-
ercises strict control over the
government,  opposition
leaders like Girija Prasad

Koirala and Surya Bahadhur

Thapa have been allowed to
travel to India and discuss the
political situation with New
Delhi.

Though South Block con-
tinues to veto any lethal sup-
plies, like INSAS 5.56-mm ri-

ﬂe or ammunition, it is ac-
tively supporting efforts to
ring the Nepal Maoists into
the political mainstream.

The visiting opposition
leaders had said quite vocifer-
ously that they were against
India resuming arms supplies
to Kathmandu but New Delhi
knows it cannot allow posi-
tions to harden with Nepal, a
special neighbour.

The Indian assessment of
the Nepalese situation is that
both RNA and the Left-wing
extremists are operationally
in a stalemate and it is for the
oppositiopr parties to briag

tical dialogue.
N
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{Natwar, Abdullah hold talks ()rw o

Y Diplomatic Correspondent 0 \a 7

NEW DELHI: External Affairs Mm-
ister Natwar Singh and the vis-
iting  Afghanistan  Foreign A '}
Minister, Abdullah Abdullah, »
held talks on Sunday on Afghan-
istan and the situation prevail-
ing in the region.

Mr. Singh thanked Afghanis-
tan for its decision to co-sponsor
the G-4 resolution, seeking sub-
stantive expansion of the United
Nations Security Council. He al-
so expressed appreciation for
the constructive role played by
Afghanistan in the Organisation
of Islamic Conference. (This re-
lates to Afghan opposition to
resolutions on Kashmir routine-
ly introduced by Pakistan in the
OIO).

The External Affairs Ministry
said after the talks that Indiahad
reaffirmed its commitment to
the reconstruction of Afghanis-
tan through its $500 million
debt programme.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the security situation in

Afghanistan Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah and
Afghanistan, especially the re- External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh prior to the
cent spurt in incidents of vio- meeting at Hyderabad House in ?w Delhi on Sunday. -

lence attributed to the Taliban. PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN y
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NEW DELHI, June 8. — There has been
an increase in the number of Nepalese
coming across the border, mainly due to
the escalation in Maoist violence.

Officials here said the checkpoints
along the India-Nepal border have report-
ed an increase of one and a half times to
double the normal number of Nepalese
coming into India. “There are reports that
several villages in the far-western part of
Nepal have become depopulated due to
insurgency,” an official said.

The foreign minister, Mr Natwar Singh,
today met with the former Nepalese
Prime Minister, Mr GP Koirala, at South
Block. Mr Koirala briefed the minister

Mr Natwar Singh meets Mr GP Kirala in New
Delhi on Wednesday. — AFP
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KATHMANDU, June 8. — Over 50

courted arrest this afternoon defying a newly
imposed ban on rallies in the city. An
independent body of journalists, the Federation
of Nepalese Joumalists, had called a rally in the
heart of the capital — a stone’s throw away from
the Prime Minister's Office and the Supreme
Court — to protest against the government's
decision to introduce new press curbs, tight-
ening its control over the independent media. In
a related development, Nepal's Supreme Court
has overtumed the royal government’s order to
close a communication centre which was
supplying programmes to several radio stations
in the country, adds PTI. — SNS

about the roadmap to democracy pre-
pared by the seven political parties. Mr
Singh welcomed it, saying that it was a
good basis for a dialogue, which could be
the first step for restoring multi-party
democracy and constitutional monarchy.
Mr Singh reiterated India’s conviction
that the multi-dimensional and complex
challenges facing Nepal can only be
addressed by forging a broad national con-
sensus on an eventual political settlement.
The political parties have to work out
how to bring the Maoists to the main-
stream by making them give up violence.

-
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“ Delh to seek mlddfe\i

path during

By Indrani Bagchi/TNN

New Delhi: India is preparing to pick up the
pieces of its Nepal policy with the visit of
former Nepali prime minister G P Koirala
here this week. It will be one more way of
exhibiting India’s relevance in the evolution
of Nepal’s politics, after it openly supported
the seven-party alliance in Nepal, in the face
of stiff opposition from King Gyanendra.

Although the stated purpose of Koirala’s
visit is a medical check-up, he is expected to
hold meetings with India’s lead-
ership. India’s present aim seems
to be to ensure that this political
alliance remains together, so as §
to provide Nepali politics with
some alternative apart from ab-
solute monarchy or Left-wing ex-
tremism of Maoists.

In fact, CPM leader Prakash &
Karat’s meeting with Maoist §
leader Baburam Bhattarai was
also intended to integrate
Maoists into the Nepali political
mainstream. India will stress on
the message that political parties have to
make space for Maoists.

Sources said that India’s senior MEA offi-
cial Ranjit Rae, on his first visit to Nepal af-
ter the February coup, was exposed to the
full gamut of Nepal’s reaction to Indian poli-
cies, not all of them complimentary. As is be-
coming increasingly clear, India’s micro-
management of Nepal’s political firmament
is not paying dividends.

India is not too pleased with the king ei-

Koirala

\‘A o e
ther, because he has not’ K‘xlﬁlled a large
number of promises he made to Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh in Jakarta to get In-
dia to release arms supplies. The king, say
senior government sources, is playing his
own games with India. The MEA counsels
patience and is determined to see this policy
through, trying hard not to use India’s nu-
merous leverages to make Nepal obey.

One of the main reasons why India is fal-
tering on Nepal is that its professed prefer-
ence for mult1 -party democracy and consti-

: m tutional monarchy has very little
to do with the reality of present-
day Nepal. The two pillars, as In-
dia likes to call them, are pitted
against each other and it will take
more than diplomatic ingenuity
to bring them on the same side.

In fact, Nepal sources say that
India’s current position is diffi-
cult to explain when the king’s
real coup was in October 2002,
when he sacked the government
of Sher Bahadur Deuba.'The way
the king was headed was clear
then, but India barely reacted. New Delhi’s
flip-flops on arms supplies too have not won
friends or influenced the king or the Royal
Nepal Army.

Sources here maintain that confusion re-
garding Nepal resulted from the profusion
of interests within India that retain a stake
in Nepal - from the royal family’s connec-
tions, to the political parties, intellectuals,
army and supporters of the world’s only
Hindu king.

visit
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KESHAV Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 30

INDIA'S CHANGING stands on Nepal si-
nce the post-February 1 coup has brought
to the surface the inherent contradicti-
ons in New Delhi’s policy vis-a-vis Kath-
mandu. Owing to this, India now looks
more vulnerable to attacks from its crit-
ics, especially monarchists, than ever be-
fore. Three recent events prove how dis-
mal India’s position in Nepal has become.

They are — the Royal Nepalese Ar-
my’s disclosure of an audio-tape in wh-
ich Maoist chief Pushpakamal Dahal ta-
1ks of his party’s interaction with India,
the controversy over a secret meeting be-
tween CPM general secretary Prakash
Karat and top Nepalese Maoist leader
Baburam Bhattarai in New Delhi and the
delivery of a demarche to New Delhi by
Kathmandu in protest against India’s su-
pport to the coming together of seven
mainstream parties who are opposed to
the coup.

India’s attempts to defend itself in the
first two cases suffered a serious setback
after communist rebels themselves confi-
rmed the authenticity of the tape and the
presence of Bhattarai in India. Followi-
ng this, even hardcore pro-democracy
Nepalese journals have accused India of
“double-dealing.”

All this may have an adverse impact
on New Delhi’s goodwill among Western
powers — particularly the US and Brita-
in — that support its stand on Nepal.

New Delhi branded Nepalese Maoists
“terrorists” two months before Kathma-
ndu did so in 2001. Despite this, its policy
on them has been inconsistent. It has ar-
rested and deported a handful of them to
Nepal, but continues to detain most oth-
ers in its prisons. This has annoyed both
Kathmandu and the rebel leadership.

The other factor that has turned the
Maoists against New Delhi is its opposi-
tion to their demand for a republican st-
ate. And by banning them, it has blocked
its own chances of directly interacting
with them. India’s actions have left the
Nepalese people wondering about how it
will deal with the mainline parties who
now want the king to choose between re-
publicanism and total democracy.

A similar inconsistency and confusion
marks India’s stand on democratic par-

tles Democrats clalm that King Gyane

dra staged his coup in two phases, the fi-
rst one taking place with the October
2002 sacking of Sher Bahadur Deuba.
They feel that India’s strong interventi-
on at that time would have discouraged
the monarch from seizing power after
frequently changing PMs for three years.

Making a mockery of democracy, he
even put out a notice asking for names
for the PM’s post, ahead of Natwar
Singh’s Kathmandu visit last year.

Two major pro-India parties — the Ne-
pali Congress and the Nepal Sadbhavana
Party (Anandi Devi) — did not recognise
these palace-installed governments, but
Delhi showed no reservations while deal-
ing with them on key issues like extradi-
tion and water resources. That not only
caused a setback to the parties’ stir for a
democratic government but also created
a wrong impression of India as a neigh-
bour that fishes in troubled waters.

In the wake of the coup, India hastily
stopped arms assistance to Nepal. Now,
as the mainline parties have just begun a
joint stir against the coup, New Delhi is
hotly debating whether to resume mili-
tary supply to Kathmandu, especially af-
ter the Jakarta meeting between the king
and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

P shyw in Kathmandu

1d Karat talk with Maoists
om Himalayan kingdom?

ALOKE Banerjee
Kolkata, May 30

A SECRET meeting between CPI(M)
general secretary Prakash Karat and
Maoist leader Baburam Bhattarai
might indeed have taken place in the
second week of this month if the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoist) is to be
believed.

In an e-mail, Prachand, chairman of
CPN (Maoist) said Bhattarai and top
party leader Krishna Bahadur Mahara
were sent to India to meet political lead-
ers. The objective was to assess India’s
stand if the CPN(Maoist) accepted the
multi-party system as a political solu-
tion to the ongoing situation in Nepal,
and agreed to work with other political
parties in a constituent assembly.

Karat, a friend of Bhattarai during
their days in the Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity in New Delhi, however, denied

India’s dilemma: 7o arm or not to arm Nepal

having met the Nepalese leader, who
carries a red -corner Interpol notice.
But CPI(M) central committee leaders
in Kolkata told HT that the meeting had
indeed taken place in the second week
of this month and that Karat had in-
sisted that Maoists in Nepal should give
up violence and join the political main-
stream.

In his message, Prachand said, “Tak-
ing the constituent assembly as the
means of a minimum political solution,
the party is maintaining relations with
different political parties and forces not
only within the country but of the
world including (those of) India, Europe
and the US.

“To learn the position of Indian po-
litical parties — including that of the
Indian government — and also to ex-
plain the party’s viewpoints, the central
office had dispatched comrade Krishna
Bahadur Mahara and comrade Babu-
ram Bhattarai for this purpose.”

However, he skipped mention of the
political leaders or the parties in India,
who had been approached.

Meanwhile, the CPN(Maoist) chair-
man, described as mere propaganda the
reports of his differences with Bhat-
tarai and that he was against any of the
Nepali Maoist leaders meeting their In-
dian counterparts. “The reactionary el-
ements who are making up these inter-
nal disputes are trying to intensify
their conspiracies to create a split in
the party. Our party requests all the pro-
people forces to stay cautious against
such propaganda,” Prachand said in his
statement.

The CPN (Maoist) chairman also dis-
missed speculation that his party was
seeking Indian mediation. “Our party
has not asked any country for media-
tion. But obviously, we are ready to ac-
cept mediation of the United Nations or
reliable international human right or-
ganisations for a political solution,” he
said.
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NEW DELHI May 26. —
CPI-M gcneral secretary
Mr Prakash Karat today
denied that he had met the
Nepalese Maoist leader,
Baburam Bhattarai, for
talks “organised by Indian
intelligence agencies”.

In a separate statement
issued from Kathmandu,
the Maoist leader said he
did not need the help of
Indian intelligence agen-
cies to mect anyonc. He
neither denied nor con-
firied his meeting with
Mir karat.

Also today, India con-
demned the Maoists in
Nepal for indulging in ter-
rorism and asserted that
there had been no change
in its policy towards the
outfit. The statement was
issued in reaction to media
reports that Bhattarai had
a meeting with Mr Karat.

The foreign ministry
spokesman, Mr Navte]
Sarna, said there was no
change in India’s policy
with  regard to the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist). “We unequivo-
cally condemn their ter-
rorist and violent activi-
ties.” He, however, added
that it was India’s convic-
tion that “there is no pure-
ly military solution to the
Maoist insurgency”.

He said: “Durable peace
and stability in Nepal can
only be achieved through a
political scttiement, which
requires the Maoists to for-
swear armed struggle and
fay down their arms.”

LU
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India and Maoists

deny any links ™"

4T

KESHAV Pradhan ¥
Kathmandu, May 25 A\,_\
INDIA, ALONG with Nepal's
Maoist rebels, seems to have got
caught in the vortex of the king-
dom’s turbulent politics. In the
wake of the royal regime’s at-
tempts to prove links between
them, the two sides on Wednesday
categorically stated that they ha-
ve nothing to do with each other.

Baburam Bhattarai, who earli-
er headed the Maoists’ parallel
government, described attempts
to label him pro-India as “a move
to break the current anti-monar-
chy agitation.” He was first ac-
cused of being soft on New Delhi
after he insisted on fighting
against the palace in the wake of
the February 1 coup. The Royal
Nepalese Army on May 20 re-
leased a tape on which Maoist
chairman Pushpakamal Dahal
talks about how India pressed his
party to withdraw disciplinary
action taken against Bhattarai.

A statement issued by Bhat-
tarai said: “It’s shocking that
questions are being raised about
the patriotism of a person like me
who has written a doctoral thesis

"4

2005

which says Nepal’s all-round de-
velopment is not possible as long
as all unequal treaties signed be-
tween it and India are not updat-
ed in a progressive manner.”

“To call someone a foreign
agent immediately after differ-
ences over ideological matters is
the height to political bankrupt-

y.... If anyone calls me pro-In-
dia just because my party and I
have chosen the monarchy, not
India, as our main enemy, he too
automatically becomes an agent
of the palace,” Bhattarai added.

Bhattarai refuted reports
about Indian intelligence agen-
cies helping him meet Indian
politicians. “Considering my
background, I do not need help
from such agencies to contact
people across the globe.” He
added his party had assigned him
and some colleagues to the inter-
national community in favour of
a democratic republican system
and a constituent assembly.

Indian embassy spokesperson
Sanjay Verma said: “Our position
on the Maoists has not changed
(India calis them terrorists). We
want them to eschew violence and
return to the mainstream.”

THE HDUSTAN TIMES
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PRANAY SHARMA .

New Delhi, May 25: Nepali
Congress president Girija Pra-
sad Koirala is planning to visit
India on June 1, a move that is
likely to put to test King Gya-
nendra’s intentions of restor-
ing democracy in the country.
Sources in the Nepali Con-
gress said Koirala will not slip
out of the country surrepti-
tiously but is likely to take the
flight from Kathmandu.
Whether he is allowed to leave
the country will give an indi-
cation of the king’s intention.
The veteran Nepalese
leader has gone on record say-
ing no compromise with Gya-
" nendra was possible till he
took serious and urgent steps
to bring back democracy.
Koirala’s trip will also cle-
ar the air on the Indian leader-
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%" Although India decided to

resume defence cooperation
with the Royal Nepal Army
(RNA) early this month, rela-
tions between Delhi and the
monarch have been under
strain lately.

There are murmurs in De-
1hi about opening links with
the Maoists being an option to
deal with the situation in Ne-
pal, especially when Gyanen-
dra is trying to renege on the
promised roadmap to democ-
racy.
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india takes up.
e issue“%i’t

w.Nepal army
e

May 24. — India has offi-
cially conveyed its displea-
sure at the Nepalese army
making public an audio
tape last week that sought
to create an impression
that Nepal’s Maoist rebels
were in touch with the
Indian government.

The defence attache at
the Indian Embassy in

| Kathmandu met senior

officials of the Royal
Nepalese Army (RNA) on
Sunday following the RNA
playing an audio tape,
wherein, a man described

| as Maoist supremo Prach-

anda claimed that he had
been asked over to India
for talks by the Indian
authorities. The speaker
said he had counter-invit-
ed Indian officials to come
to his party’s base in
Nepal, where they could
meet other top rebel lead-
ers as well.

The speaker also claimed
the Indian government was
ready to send back two
Maoist leaders it had
arrested on Indian soil but
changed its.aind following
renorfs of o wiff oo

the Miss Hanoi contest to
have the final say on-
whether Ms Hang can rep-

nt Vietnam.

re?\?liss Upiverse pageant
organisers were told of Nll(S
Hang’s situation WeeEXS
ago and agreed to allow
her to compete, said Ms
AN~ 7T

THE STATESMAN



" Get off our,

o~ \YLQW .

back, N epa

hbxi'/

“tells India

By Indrani Bagchi/TNN

New Delhi: India main-
tained a prudent silence on
Saturday as Nepal, under
the direct rule of King Gya-
nendra, again upped the
ante against New Delhi.
Nepalese foreign secretary
Madhuraman Acharya is-
sued a diplomatic censure
to India, asking it (and the
European Union) to desist
from interfering in Nepal's
internal matters.

This, coupled with the
Royal Nepalese Army’s
publicised videotape about
India’s contacts with the
Maoists and the king’s re-
newed exertions to reim-
pose curbs on press and po-
litical freedoms,
points to a glar-
ing fact. Gyanen-
dra is not inter-
ested in democ- |
racy and is bit-
terly opposed to
any roadmap the
Indian govern-
ment may want
him to follow.

This is the sec-
ond time in the
past few months

thatthekinghas  King Gyanendra

blatantly disregarded any
commitment to India about
restoring democracy in
Nepal. The first time was
after the Jakarta meeting
with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh when he pub-
licised India’s decision to
send arms to Nepal. India
quickly let it be known that
he had agreed to a roadmap
on democracy. Within a day,
he had put former prime
minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba in prison, embar-
rassing New Delhi.

Top government officials
had told reporters after In-
dia’s decision on May 6 to
resume pending arms sup-
plies to Nepal that Kath-
mandu would make some
announcements on restora-
tion of democracy “soon”.

Not only has that not |
happened, Gyanendra’s ac- .
tions in the past few days ;
indicate that he has no in-
tention of loosening his
grip on the power that he
took in the royal ‘coup’ of
February 1, said govern-
ment sources. The sources
also say that the Kking
thinks that with India
courting every vote it can
get for the UN Security
Council seat, it will turn a
blind eye to his excesses.

Although the Indian gov-
ernment has denied the al-
legations of cutting a deal
with the Maoists, it is clear
that the king’s actions are a
sharp reaction to any con-
tacts that India might have
been  building
with the rebels.
Gyanendra
seems to be hop-
ing that the reve-
lations might un-
dermine India’s
standing  with
the political par-
ties.

Now India is
likely to support
all further cohe-
sive action by
the seven-party
alliance in Kathmandu, di-
luting the king’s claims of
getting undivided attention
from New Delhi. Some ana- |
lysts go se far as to suggest
that the king might be look-
ing to come to an under-
standing with the Prachan-
da faction of the Maoists.

Nevertheless, the recent |+«
events will make it doubly
difficult for India to justify
its about-turn on resump-
tion of arms supplies to
Nepal. '

On top of that, the Royal ,
Nepalese Army said on Fri- -
day that it had not received |
any military assistance ;
from New Delhi although {
India had approved a ship- |
ment following the lifting of
emergency rule in the Hi- |
malayan kingdom. !
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 21: The Ro-
yal Nepal Army’s decision to
announce India’s alleged links
with Maoists possibly stems
from King Gyanendra’s anger
with Delhi for backing politi-
cal parties in their campaign
for democracy.

Hours before the army re-
leased the audio tape yester-
day on which Maoist leader
Prachanda was allegedly
speaking about an invitation
for talks from Delhi, the Indi-
an ambassador was handed a
demarche (formal protest)
over what Kathmandu calls an
attempt to “interfere in Nep-
al’s internal affairs”.

Ambassador Shiv Shankar
Mukherjee had gone to the Ne-
palese foreign office to discuss
“multilateral issues” with for-
eign secretary Madhu Raman
Acharya when he was handed
the demarche.

Later, the army released
the audio tape at its headquar-
ters. This followed a report in
Gulf News that some key Ma-
oist leaders, including Babu-
ram Bhattarai, held meetings
with CPI leader A.B. Bardhan
and his CPM counterpart Pra-
kash Karat recently.

India has dismissed the ch-
arge as “baseless”. It has also
wondered why the Nepalese
army made the tape public wi-
thout first bringing it to In-
dia’s notice.

Officials pointed out that
the audio played by the army
was part of an old tape it had
earlier used to expose a rift in
the Maoist leadership. “This
clearly shows they had the ta-
pe for some time, Why did they
not share its content with us?”
a senior Indian official asked.

Questions are also being
raised about how the army is

ploy

Prachanda’s sinte the Maoist
leader is a shadowy character
and few have met him or heard
him speak.

But Delhi is more concer-
ned about Nepal’stnotive behi-
nd releasing the audio than
whether the tape is genuine or
not. It feels the army, prompt-
ed by the king, was “trying to
play hardball” since Kathman-
du is disappointed with Delhi
over arms supply as well as its
encouragement of the politi-
cal parties’ campaign for
democracy.

Shiv Shankar Mukherjee

On May 16, India issued a
statement welcoming the com-
ing together of the seven big
parties in Nepal and said the
common agenda they had agr-
eed upon could form a “good
basis” for talks with the king
to find a solution to the politi-
cal crisis. On February 1, Gya-
nendra had dismissed the gov-
ernment and seized power.

Neither the king nor his
close aides took the Indian sta-
tement lightly. The palace, un-
happy with critical reports th-
at have appeared in the Indian
media in the past few weeks,
feels these reflect the view of
the government. /
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Kathmandu, May 20: Amid
speculation that the Indian
government is using Left al-
lies to establish contact with
Nepal’s Maoists, the Royal
Nepal Army today alleged
New Delhi had invited rebel
leader Prachanda alias Push-
pa Kamal Dahal for talks.

Top officers of the army
played an audio tape at a hasti-
ly convened news conference
this afternoon, in which a
man, whom it identified as
Prachanda, is heard telling his
cadre that New Delhi has
called him for talks.

The allegation came two
days after the Dubai-based
Gulf News reported that three
leaders of the Communist Pa-
rty of Nepal-Maoist, including
its legendary commander Ba-
buram Bhattarai, were in Del-
hi this week. They met intelli-
gence officials as well as CPM
chief Prakash Karat and his
CPI counterpart A.B. Bard-
han, the newspaper added.

In the tape, the man claims
Delhi stalled the release of top
Maoist leaders C.P. Gajurel
and Mohan Baidya, both in In-
dian prisons, after Prachanda
stripped his deputy Bhattarai
of his official post. He implies
that Delhi wants Bhattarai to
be reinstated as he is one of

l}é few Maoist leaders with a
o-India tilt.

/ Bhattarai studied in the

Delhi School of Planning and

Architecture and the Jawa-

harlal Nehru University.

The Nepal army’s director
general of operations, Major

" General Kiran Shumsher Tha-

pa, said several audio tapes
and documents were captured
during counter-insurgency
operations after February 1,
when King Gyanendra as-
sumed power, declaring emer-
gency. It is believed that the
army played the same tape
during a media briefing earli-
er by editing out the remarks
about India as New Delhi was
toying with the idea of resum-
ing arms supplies.

Analysts believe the fuller
tape was played once again
today as the army wants to
pressure India into resuming
the military supplies suspend-
ed after the February 1 royal
coup.

The Indian embassy ques-
tioned the authenticity of the
tape and said the allegations
were false, baseless and far-
fetched. It said Delhi had been
consistently helping the Nepal
army to face challenges posed
by the Maoist insurgency.

The Guif News report said
Krishna Bahadur Mahara and
Kishan Pykural accompanied
Bhattarai to the India talks
with Prachanda’s mandate.
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Military aid from
India not received,

\says Nepa

SHIRISH B. PRADHAN v

KATHMANDU, MAY 20 "5

¥

THE Nepalese Army on
Friday claimed it has not yet
received any military assis-
tance from India despite New
Delhi’s announcement that ™
has partially resumed the a- .
suspended after the roy .
takeover in the kingdom.

“We have not yet recei 1
those materials, whichwer 1
the pipeline before Febru 1y
1,” Army spokesman Deer 1k
Gurung told a press conf r-
ence here. “We have neit :er
received any material nor any

pal Army

L» v ofﬁmal mformatlon about the

resumption of arms supply by
India,” he said while acknowl-
edging that the Army was
fighting the war on terror with
limited resources.

Maj Gen Kiran Shumsher !
Thapa, whowas also presentat ;
the news conference, claimed |
that the security situation has
significantly improved across
Nepal over the past three
months after the February 1 i
takeover of power by King
Gyanendra. The guerrillas are |
in a “defeated mentality” so
they can become more destruc-
tive, he cautioned. —PT i

ey

(M5 Moy,
;l \ uh Q"PQESS




~~Don’t Arm This Despot

ls India committed to .«
democracy in Nepal?

I

i
By HARI ROKA Ak
India’s decision to ‘resume’ supply of arms
to the dictator of Nepal has disappointed
democrats everywhere. Expectations were
high that for once in the long history of re-
lations between the two countries, India
would support the cause of democracy in
Nepal. These expectations were misplaced.
There is more than passing
doubt that India had ever
really terminated the supply of
arms officially.

South Block periodically made
impressive statements about the
need to restore democracy in
Nepal, but New Delhi never
mounted any real pressure. What
the Indian establishment really
said was that no arms had left for
Nepal since February 1 and that
the issue of arms supply was un-
der constant review. It did not
clarify whether supply had been
terminated and resumption was
under review or supply was con-
tinuing and its termination was
under review. Carried away by
optimism, the media and most advocates of
democracy in Nepal merely assumed that
supply had been terminated.

The security establishment in India was
against terminating arms supply. In early
February, while South Block was speaking
on behalf of democracy, the defence minis-
ter, as a member of the Cabinet Committee
on Security, unequivocally ruled out termi-
nation of military supplies. Likewise, even
as the minister of state for external affairs
was expressing concern about the setback to
democracy, the home minister cryptically in-
formed the Rajya Sabha that India would

like to “help and not complicate the situa-
tion in Nepal”. As an afterthought he added,
“We will be happy if the democratic system
is restored in Nepal”.

While arms supply was allegedly under
review, in early March India signed a securi-

ty agreement with Nepal on containing ter-
rorism. This news was first announced not
by India but by the Nepali media.

India’s official policy on arms, first an-
nounced by the Nepali despot, has finally
been confirmed by the Indian government.
Therefore, the diplomatic chatter in New
Delhi, Washington and London about restor-
ing the political process in Nepal should not
carry much weight with those who are strug-
gling against the internationally financed
dictatorship in Nepal. This ought to be the
first principle of the democratic struggle
within Nepal, at least in the initial phase.

Nepal’s political parties have too long
been accustomed to align their position on
monarchy with the interests of the New Del-
hi-Washington-London axis. This will not
fetch them any dividends. The parties are
yet to learn their lesson from the recent In-
dian betrayal. In response to the official In-
dian position, Nepal’s Maoists offered a joint
campaign with the political parties against
royal dictatorship. Paralysed by new devel-
opments, the parties have rejected the offer.
They have instead demanded that the
Maoists give up arms.

This demand by the parties suits the in-
ternational coterie, but it does not necessar-
ily suit the strategic needs of democracy in
Nepal. The dictator’s henchmen have cate-
gorically declined to consider the recent sev-
en-party demand for restoration of parlia-
ment. Instead, the parties have been invited

to participate in municipal elections. If the
democratic parties do not change their
strategic thinking, they are likely to be re-
duced to municipal status.

There are currently three forces in Nepal
— the royalist dictatorship and its interna-
tional allies, the Maoists and the political
parties, in that order of significance. Should
the Maoists unilaterally give up arms at this
stage, there will be only one force in Nepal —
the military state. The fear that the political
parties could forge an alliance with the
Maoists was a restraining factor with
international hawks.

Political parties should recon-
sider their rejection of the Maoist
offer. All that the parties needed
to ask of Maoists was to refrain
from killing civilians, without
any demand to cease attacking the
royal army, which is a private
force of the despot.

Such a course of action will not
only help those sections of the In-
dian establishment which sup-
port democracy in Nepal but also
help establish institutional mech-
anisms for inducting the Maoists
into the political mainstream, as
and when the mainstream is re-
stored to the people of Nepal.
There is no mainstream for any-
one to occupy and the space for it
must be wrested from a tyrant through prag-
matic alliances.

It is, therefore, necessary for the political
parties to give up their timid expectations
from foreign powers, formulate a strategy
suited to the needs of Nepal’s democracy
and initiate a face-off with the coteries that
determine the fate of Nepali people. The
twin pillars of stability are multiparty
democracy and mainstreaming the Maoists.
The first step is for the political parties to
recognise that they are the third force and to
convert the three-way struggle into a po-
larised conflict by striking a hard moral bar-
gain with the Maoists.

They must also remind India that it is not
wise to allow the Indian army to dictate In-
dia’s policy. The current state of Nepal is
proof of such folly.

The writer is a Nepali journalist in exile.




The lesser evil- .

i
=" .t Keeping the RNA battle-fit W v‘
AU
Defencé&nd diplomacy are opposite sides of ffle same
coin, but all too often their interests appear at variance

when rooted in the same objective — what is best for the
nation. That bottom line must be borne in mind when-trying
to come to terms with the decision to resume arms supply to
Nepal — what was in the pipeline to start with — the diplo-
matic pressure on Kathmandu to restore democracy, in
which endeavour turning off supplies was a powerful tool. }
While those fortunate enough to be able to take “prin- |
cipled” positions without having to deal with situations on |
the ground condemns any move to sustain the monarch’s]

- (mis)rule, Indian army officers will appreciate assmtancez‘
being rendered to their brothers-in-arms across the border.
The military mind perceives the supplies as benefiting the |
Royal Nepal Army, now stretched to its limits, tackling vio-.
lent Maoist insurgency, rather than propping up the Palace.|
In political circles, particularly Left-wing ones, the percep-
tion would be decidedly different. So perhaps it would be:
best if the government turned the tap on and off in a%
manner graduated to keep the King on his promised
pathway to a revival of popular rule.

The military perception has some solid basis. Insurgents

show scant respect for national frontiers, and with the indi-
genous Naxal problem showing no signs of abating, the
threat of a link-up is real. True, there is no military solition
to a problem of socio-economic origin, but only application
of force can create the “space” for which negotiations to
-commence. The RNA has been running short of stores,
without Indian help pressure on the Maoists would dissi-
pate. A frightening prospect would be the RNA seeking
alternative sources for munitions:.China, Pakistan? We also
have to think about our own Gorkha soldiers, some 40,000
of them. Many of their relatives serve the RNA, their loyalty
would be strained if they felt that India was allowing them
to lose out to the Maoists. Gorkhas are simple fellows, they
see things in black and white. Which throws up- another
potential problem for the Indian army. The need to guard
against disruptive elements in Nepal exerting influence on
Indian Gorkhas. Comparisons are never pleasant, but our
officers will have to now provide the quality leadership that
was so palpably lacking, when another section of soldiers
were misled and provoked after Operation Bluestar.
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A policy in search of arationale , .,

Siddharth Varadarajan

HE MANMOHAN Singh Govern-

ment’s decision to formally announce

the lifting of its embargo on military

supplies to Nepal marks the end of the
first chapter of a passionate — and sometimes
acrimonious — internal debate in which the Ex-
ternal Affairs and Defence Ministries squared
off against each other. :

At stake are not just safari-suited — or uni-
formed — egos, or even the question of military
aid to Nepal. For what the King’s February 1
palace putsch has done is triggered the most
sweeping reassessment of India’s Nepal policy
since 1990. Influential sections in New Delhi are
now beginning to think of what life in the Hima-
layan kingdom might be like without the king.
Officially, India still clings to the twin-pillar for-
mula — that constitutional monarchy and muiti-
party democracy are equally crucial for Nepal's
political stability. But privately, senior officials
say that the King and his ambitions are the root
cause of the instability in his country. “Of course
we believe in the twin pillars,” one senior official
told me recently, “but if we have to choose be-
tween Nepal and the monarchy, India is going to
choose Nepal.”

To be sure, this assessment is not universally
shared within the upper echelons of the Govern-
ment. On February 1, officials in the Ministry of
External Affairs were quite clear that the King’s
action was a shameless power grab aimed at
undoing the 1990 Constitution and turning the
clock back to the bad old days of the panchayat
era. Never comfortable with the King’s decision
to dismiss Parliament in the first place, the MEA
argued that now was the time to take a tough line
in favour of democracy. This assessment was
shared by other sections of government, notably
the National Security Council Secretariat. But
even as the issue of an arms embargo began to be
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With the Foreign and Defence Ministries at
loggerheads, it isn’t surprising that India
took 17 days to confirm King Gyanendra’s
statement in Jakarta that military supplies

to Nepal would continue.

openly debated, a counter-view surfaced which
sought to portray the palace takeover as essen-
tially a defensive action aimed at dealing with
the Maoist insurgency.

Working on parallel tracks, King Gyanendra
sought to use all his royalist and military con-
nections in India as a means of pressing his case
with New Delhi. Had the BJP still been in power
at the Centre, the Nepal king would doubtless
have activated the ‘Hindu’ network of his friend
Vishnu Hari Dalmia as well. Be that as it may, he
nevertheless did manage to get a number of
individuals with ‘royal’ or ‘Gurkha’ connections
to lobby for him in the corridors of power.

With most opposition leaders in jail and the
palace clamping down on media freedom, the
Manmohan Singh Government wisely decided
to announce an arms embargo. Given the in-
ternal divisions, however, it also chose to be
guarded and ambiguous in making that announ-
cement — perhaps to make room for a future
U-turn. “Let me give you the correct and exact
position,” the MEA spokesman was instructed to
say on February 22. “The issue of military sup-
plies to Nepal has been under continuous review
taking into account the evolving situation in that
country. In view of the current disturbed condi-
tions in Nepal, it is a fact that no military suppli-
es have been delivered since the 1st of February
2005.”

":
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The “correct and exact” words are important
here. What was being announced was not a pol-
icy but a statement of “fact”. “That no military
supplies have been delivered,” and that the rea-
son for this was not the palace coup or the state
of emergency but merely “the current disturbed
conditions in Nepal.”

Preoccupation with ambiguity

It was obviously the same cultivated but clum-
sy preoccupation with ambiguity that led Dr.
Manmohan Singh’s advisers to have him inform
the press in Jakarta on April 23 that the question
of military supplies to Nepal was being looked at
“in the proper perspective.” The fact that this
formulation — as unhelpful as it was tautological
— came hours after King Gyanendra told report-
ers in Jakarta he had received “specific assur-
ances” from the Prime Minister that military
supplies would continue only heightened suspi-
cions that New Delhi had something to hide.

That countries make U-turns in policy is not
surprising. The least that one can expect for a
country that wants a permanent seat in the U.N.
Security Council, however, is that it not shy away
from providing a rationale for its policy switch.
Instead, all we got was studied silence. If it took
the Government of India 17 days to confirm
something that the Nepalese monarch had al-
ready announced, the only logical explanation is

the deep divide which exists between the MEA
and MoD on the issue. The Cabinet Committee
on Security finally puts its imprimatur on the
resumption of military supplies on May 6. But
even now, say officials involved in the process,
there is enough fuzziness in the decision to en-
sure the bureaucratic tug-of-war continues for
some time.

Officially, the Government says it has only
undertaken to transfer supplies that were al-
ready in the pipeline. Though this is not being
articulated publicly, senior officials also insist
the supplies being handed over are “non-lethal”
and include, mainly, a handful of Casspir mine-
resistant troop carriers, some refurbished trucks
and bullet-proof jackets. When U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State Christina Rocca stopped by in
New Delhi earlier this week on her way to Kath-
mandu, she was told that no lethal supplies
would be handed over for now. The Royal Nepal
Army is anxious to replenish its stock of ammu-
nition for the Indian-supplied INSAS rifle and
has asked the Indian Army brass to expedite
delivery; however, a decision on this issue is
apparently still pending.

I asked a senior Defence Ministry official
about the Army’s view on supplying arms to
Nepal. The problem, he said, was that there were
too many views, that every general with any
Gurkhas serving under him considered himself
an expert on Nepal and its problems. But the
Indian Army had institutional links with the
RNA and was not keen that these be jeopardised.
Indeed, some officers see the Army’s links with
the RNA as an insurance policy for the retention
of influence in a post-Gyanendra Nepal. Even in
Nepalese army circles, there is little appetite to
see Prince Paras crowned king. His son, Hri-
dayendra, could be made regent with the RNA
guaranteeing power. “The monarchy may or may
not be there forever, but the Nepalese army
will,” seems to be the logic of those favouring the
resumption of military aid. However, given the
intense loyalty to the palace of Maj. Gen. Ruk-
mangat Katuwal, the RNA’s second-in-com-
mand, the links between the monarchy and the
army may be stronger than many in India think.

The Gurkha factor

What has irritated the Government’s Nepal
watchers elsewhere on Raisina Hill is the claim
by their uniformed counteraprts that the sus-
pension of military supplies was lowering the
morale of Gurkha soldiers in the Indian Army, or
rendering their families in Nepal vulnerable to
attack by the Maoists. For years, the MoD has
refused to recruit Gurkhas settled in India into
the Army, saying the recruitment of Nepalese
Gurkhas provided India with leverage’ in Nepal;
now it turns out, it is the King of Nepal who has
all the leverage and India has none at all. Besides,
the Gurkhas in the Indian Army have no ethnic
or institutional ties to the soldiers in the RNA.
“Its ridiculous. The whole issue is ared herring,”
an official said. ,

Regardless of the internal divisions, the UPA
Government’s decision to announce the re-
sumption of military supplies could not have
been more poorly timed, coming as it did on the
day Nepal’s factious political parties announced
the formation of a joint platform against the
King,

In Nepalese political circles, there is growing
awareness of what King Gyanendra’s political
project really is. Under the guise of fighting the
Maoists, he has already revived certain pan-
chayat-era institutions like the anchaladhishes
and chhetradhishes which allow the Palace to
administer the country directly through hand-
picked zonal administrators. Old, discredited
names from the panchayat era and even pre-
panchayat era have come out of the woodwork
such as Sharad Chandra Shah, who led the
strong-arm tactics of the mandales against pro-
democracy protestors in the 1980s.

The ‘lifting’ of the emergency on April 30 has
not made any material difference to the people
of Nepal; indeed, the repressive apparatus of the
King’s regime has toughened in other respects.
Before Gyanendra is further emboldened, the
Indian Government must immediately reverse
course and stop the further flow of any military
supplies to him. Democracy is the future of Ne-
pal. The King has made it amply clear that he
does not want to be a part of that future.



India needs to reverse the decision regarding Nepal

The harakiri decision

ew Delhi’s decision

to resume supplies of

military aid to Nepal’s

royalty is astounding.

Even more astound-
ing is the reason proffered for the
decision.

The issue of resumption of aid
to Nepal, the prime minister has
said, is still being reviewed, but he
had to “let go” the arms in the
pipeline. The prime minister is de-
luding neither himself nor his
countrymen nor the suffering peo-
ple of Nepal. Military aid was
stopped in early April as soon as
King Gyanendra clamped his Emer-
gency; the Indian authorities did
not then “let go” aid in the pipeline.
It was a moral issue and the govern-
ment of India took a moral stand.
The formal Emergency has been
withdrawn in Nepal but the objec-
tive situation has not changed, the
repression continues, yet New
Delhi resumes military assistance.
Sorry, the glaring contradiction the
Indian prime minister has en-
trapped himself in evokes only deri-
sion, and no sympathy.

What are the facts? The decision
to resume military aid was taken
within 48 hours of the plaintive
public appeal made by the Nepali
National Congress patriarch, Girija
Prasad Koirala, to New Delhi not to
embark on such a dangerous step.
Obviously, it is no longer the gov-
ernment of India’s concern
whether the Nepal Congress or the
other “democratic” party in that
country survives or withers away.
Nepal’s salvation, the Indian au-
thorities were in the habit of assert-
ing till the very other day, lay nei-
ther in an absolute monarchy nor in
a Maoist mayhem, but in a demo-
cratic set-up where democratic par-
ties will function under the aus-
pices of a written constitution on
the basis of periodic elections.

ly undergone a sea-change. In

more senses than one, the re-
sumption of military aid to the king
will signal the demise of the parlia-
mentary parties, including that of
the Nepali National Congress. Al-
ready overwhelming sections of the
erstwhile base of support of these
parties in the countryside have
crossed over to the Maoists. They
however still retain some not-
altogether-negligible  influence
amongst the urban middle class,
particularly those located in Kath-
mandu. These urban elements had
stayed loyal to the Nepali National
Congress and the other parliamen-
tary parties in the belief that royal
intransigence was not the final
word, they —the constitutional par-
ties — enjoyed the confidence of the
government of India which was vo-
ciferously for a constitutional dem-
ocracy and would support them to
the hilt. India’s unilateral decision

T hat point of view has sudden-

+" CUTTING CORNERS_ :-
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to underwrite the king in the face of
strong reservations expressed by
the Nepali National Congress im-
plies that whatever urban sections
in Nepal were still with the demo-
cratic parties will now switch over
in scampering promptitude to-
wards the direction of the Maoists.
If the Indian authorities are hoping
that by bolstering royalty through
military aid, they would contain the
advance of Maoist adventurism,
they are living in a fool’s paradise.
Their initiative will actually accel-
erate the spread of Maoist influence
all over Nepal.

The puzzle nonetheless does not
dissolve on its own. There should be
still enough perspicacity within of-
ficial circles in New Delhi to enable
them to assess what impact the re-
vival of military aid is likely to have
on Nepalese minds. There are also
others on the periphery to enlighten
the authorities with regard to the
likely repercussions of coming to
the rescue of the king even when he
continues with his authoritarian
style. To sum up the matter square-
ly: New Delhi has flouted public
opinion in Nepal. It has brushed
aside the entreaties of Nepal's par-
liamentary parties. It has defied the
judgment offered by the Indian left.

A suspicion is therefore impossi-
ble to avoid with regard to the factor
underlying the odious decision
taken by the authorities despite the
series of contrary advice tendered
to them. The pressure mounted by
the administration of the United
States of America was perhaps
enormous. Conceivably, the pres-
sure was accompanied by a threat
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too: if India did not immediately
come to the aid of the king, the
Americans themselves would enter
the scene and that would make the
picture much more complicated for
all, including the government of
India. This will of course be black-
mail of a sophisticated species.
Nonetheless, New Delhi could have
sought to counter this piece of
blackmail by suggesting that,
should the US stick in its finger in
the Nepal pie, China would not sit
back, and even Vladimir Putin’s

Russia might take a dim view of it.
It does not seem that the repre-

‘ To sum up the
matter squarely: New
Delhi has flouted public

opinion in Nepal ,

sentatives of the US were so naive
as to play this rather transparent
ploy. Could it however be that the
American administration offered
New Delhi a much more alluring
bakshish? The presence of Christi-
na Rocca in the neighbourhood at
the time the government of India
took the decision may be altogether
coincidental; but maybe it is not so.
The following may not be purely an
exercise in speculation: in the
course of that rather crowded week,
a hint was thrown towards the di-
rection of New Delhi: should India
prop up that American lackey, the
tottering monarch in Kathmandu,
the Americans would recommend
India for a permanent seat in the

United Nations security council,
with, what do you know, even the

. prerogative of the veto thrown in.

(Whether Pakistan or Germany or
Japan will be amused by such a ges-
ture towards India is a different
matter.)

Unless the Indian authorities re-
verse the suicidal decision they
have taken on the sly, the suspicion
aired above will not be dispelled.
And the suspicion will be accompa-
nied by the posing of an overt ques-
tion. Who takes the crucial deci-
sions encompassing India’s foreign
policy? Do the United Progressive
Alliance and its constituents have
no role in it? Does the major politi-
cal party in the alliance involve it-
self in this crucial decision-making
process? Are the government’s deci-
sions taken independently of the
party’s preferences and predilec-
tions? Or are the decisions the ex-
clusive preserve of the foot-perma-
nently-in-the-mouth external af-
fairs minister — or, not even his, but
of a coterie of foreign service
officials?

but the nation will still de-

mand an answer to these
queries from the regime in New
Delhi. For the long-term conse-
quences of the kind of snap deci-
sion New Delhi has taken will have
to be borne ultimately by the Indian
people. It has been fairly well known
that, over the past few months, a de-
bate was going on within the con-
clave of Nepal’s Maoists whether
they should not attempt to open a
line of direct communication with
New Delhi. The principal plank, on
the basis of which the Maoists have
succeeded in establishing such a
major toehold over Nepal’s country-
side, is their elaborate programme
of land reforms.

The other point they have cease-
lessly stressed is a constitution for
the country which will have no
place for a monarchy, whether ab-
solute or constitutional. Land re-
forms in the northern country
should not, per se, induce sleepless
nights for India’s rulers. Nor should
they have any obligation to shed
tears over the prospect of a monar-
chless Nepal. A genuine possibility
was therefore hovering on the hori-
zon that, provided goodwill was not
lacking on either side, New Delhi
could have established some sort of
an understanding with the Nepal
Communist Party (Maoist). That
possibility has been demolished by
the foolish decision announced on
the evening of May 10. The Maoists
will now have no hesitation in in-
dulging in pinpricks to Indian au-
thorities by making naughty imagi-
native use of the Nepal-India
border.

The Indian authorities will have
no one else but themselves to blame.
One reaps what one sows.

P arliament is being adjourned,
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India’s Nepal policy: dangerous flip-flop

New Delhi Would beill-a

* s \)"\ <.

= -
Satish Chandra f N J\

FTER WEEKS of hangmg tough on
Nepal, characterised by the sus-
pension of military supplies and
xhortations to the King to revert
to democratic norms, following his assump-
tion of absolute power on February 1, 2005,
India now seems to be on the verge of revers-
ing its position and resuming military sup-
plies to Nepal. Such a flip flop is
unwarranted. It will have unfortunate con-
sequences for us, not only in Nepal but else-
where as well, as it will confirm the belief
amongst many, particularly in our neigh-
bourhood, that we are the ultimate soft state
which can be easily pushed around.

India’s suspension of military supplies to
the Nepalese Army, so astutely and prompt-
ly put in place by the Ministry of External
Affairs immediately after the King's dis-
missal of the Deuba government, was the
perfect response. It was predicated on the
well established principle that stability in
Nepal rests on the twin pillars of constitu-
tional monarchy and parliamentary democ-
racy and on the belief that the effective
management of the Maoist problem de-
mands that the King and the political parties
work together in a cooperative mode. The
King’s assumption of absolute power, by de-
claring an emergency and dismissing the
government, undermined both the founda-
tions of Nepalese polity and the possibility
of finding a lasting solution to the Maoist
problem. In these circumstances, and taking
into account the fact that the King’s actions
were regressive and unpopular, our initial
moves cannot be faulted and were
appropriate.

Regrettably, instead of seeing reason, the
King not only continued on his authoritar-
ian path but also chose to thumb his nose at
India. Accordingly, our advice was not heed-
ed, our Ambassador in Kathmandu was de-
nied access; our radio stations were taken off
Nepal’s airwaves, arms were sought from
both China and Pakistan etc. In the light of
these distinctly unfriendly actions it is as-
tonishing that, rather than further tighten-
ing the screws on the King, we are
contemplating the resumption of military
supplies to Nepal. The lifting of the emer-
gency cannot be regarded as an indicator of
the King’s reverting to democratic norms
and, therefore, as a justification for this
move, as it is no mo an an eyewash. Most
of the obnoxious restMints imposed under
the emergency remain in place and, above
all, the democratic forces continue to be
denied their rightful space in Nepalese pol-
ity. In this backdrop it would, therefore, be
instructive to analyse as to what is it that has
induced us to contemplate changing tack on
our Nepal policy?

Flawed arguments

It is no secret that the Armed Forces are
against our suspension of military supplies
to the Nepalese Army. This opposition is
based, in part, on the concern that the sus-
pension of military supplies would lead to a
Maoist takeover of Nepal, and, in part, on the
apprehension that it would adversely affect
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CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT:

the institutional ties between the Armed
Forces of the two countries. Both arguments
are to an extent flawed and in any case
should not carry much weight. It may, at the
outset, be pointed out that the Maoist threat
has been somewhat attenuated by the dis-
sensions between Prachanda and Bhattarai.
Thus, while a cut-off in military supplies
will, over time, lead to a serious weakening
of the Nepalese Army, a consequent Maoist
takeover would not happen overnight and
could occur only several months down the
line. The King would, hopefully, blink well
before that occurs and there would be the
possibility of re-establishing the status quo
ante. In case, however, he has a death wish,
and does not blink, and there is a Maoist take
over at some point in time, then so be it. In
such an eventuality we should be prepared
to accept it as the lesser of the two evils.
The assumption of power by the Maoists
in these circumstances may not turn out to
be such a bad thing. Should they come to
power as aresult of our denial of arms to the
King they are unlikely to be unfriendly to us.
Moreover, to come to power, and to retain it,
they would be compelled to resolve their
internal differences and mainstream which
will demand a moderation of their policies.
As regards the Army-to-Army ties, while
suspension of military supplies would, no
doubt, disrupt them this would only be a
temporary phenomenon. Once links be-
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dvised to resume military supplies to the regime in
i

tween the two countries are normalised Ar-
my-to-Army ties would also revert to their
normal pattern. In any case, an institution’s
interest must not be placed above the na-
tional interest.

There are, in addition, a number of other
factors that militate against our rushing to
resume arms supplies to Nepal. The King is
ambitious, authoritarian and determined to
greatly enhance the powers of the monarchy
beyond those envisaged in the Constitution.
Cohabitation between him and the demo-
cratic forces in Nepal is, in the best of times,
going to be difficult and a conflictual rela-
tionship is on the cards. He, and more so his
son, are not held in high esteem in Nepal
and, in any case, do not evoke the same
reverence as did their predecessors.

In these circumstance, our resumption of
military supplies to Nepal today will be
viewed with disfavour, not only by the
Maoists but also by the democratic forces,
who are likely to react adversely against our
nationals and business interests in Nepal.
We need to keep in mind that, in the long
run, it will be the popular forces that will
prevail in Nepal with, or without, the King.
As a matter of realpolitik it would be a mis-
take to be out of sync with these forces. If the
King remains obdurate, and does not reach a
modus vivendi with the democratic forces,
he is in danger of being brushed aside by the
rising tide of republicanism.
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Nepali police personnel in action against protesters in Kathmandu. - REUTERS

It has sometimes been argued that in case
we do not support the King, others like Pa
kistan and China, will quickly move in to fil.
the vacuum. This is too simplistic. Few will
venture into Nepal in support of the King
knowing that the tide of history is against
him and that both the Maoists and the politi-
cal parties will be opposed to it. Should they
do so they risk ruining their future in that
country. In any case, China has shown little
interest of embarking in this direction and
Pakistan, after an initial flicker of interest,

_has made a public disavowal of the same

through its newly appointed Ambassador.

It would be evident from the foregoing
that the suspension of military supplies to
Nepal was, ab initio, prompted neither by
mawkish sentimentality in support of de-
mocracy, nor by any lack of concern on how
to effectively defuse the Maoist problem,
but, on the contrary, by hard-nosed consid-
erations of what is in our best national in-
terests taking into account all relevant
factors.

We need to not only stay firm on the
suspension of military supplies but, in addi-
tion, to put in place further restrictions such
as an embargo on POL supplies for the Army
and such other measures which will compel
the King to heed the voice of reason.

(The writer is a former Deputy National
Security Adviser to the Government of
India.)



Nepal Bound Au\d

India Should Get Tough
With Gyanendra qp\/“

By G PARTHASARATHY

Large nations surrounded by smaller coun-
tries express exasperation over being dis-
liked across their borders, despite having the
best of intentions towards their neighbours.
We have to mould our policies towards Nepal
in this context, guaranteeing our security
while doing what we can to promote stability
and economic progress in that
country. We cannot remain indif-
ferent to political developments
in Nepal, as they inevitably spill
over into neighbouring Indian
states.

Nepal has been facing a Maoist
insurgency since 1996. Maoist
leader Prachanda has made no se-
cret that he regards groups in In-
dia like People’s War and Maoist
Communist Centre as his allies
and that he visited Andhra
Pradesh to learn about the “prac-
tical problems” of armed strug-
gle. He has said, “Ultimately we
will have to fight the Indian
army”. Roughly 80% of Nepal is
today under Maoist control.
Neighbouring Indian states like Bihar and
Jharkhand are so badly governed that large
parts of the countryside are under Maoist in-
fluence.

Nepal’s monarchy has shown similar con-
tempt for democratic values. Successive
monarchs have tried to rule through a so-
called panchayat system that has perpetuat-
ed a rural oligarchy and stifled reform. The
monarchy has also tried to acquire domestic
support by fostering anti-Indian sentiments.
The introduction of democracy in 1991 did
widen the participatory base in Nepal, but
squabbling politicians did little to usher in
socio-economic change. The Communist Par-
ty of Nepal (CPN-UML) steadily gained sup-
port. Contrary to earlier fears, the CPN has
not been anti-Indian. Against this back-
ground King Gyanendra, who had earlier

dlssolved parliament in 206% hlsmlss d Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s government and assumed
dictatorial powers on February 1, 2005.

New Delhi provided extensive military
and economic assistance to fight the Maoists
till the royal takeover. But after careful con-
sideration, the Indian government conclud-
ed that chances of prolonged anarchy and
even a possible Maoist takeover would in-
crease if the king sought to single-handedly
take on the Maoists without broad political
support. The international community
backed the Indian stand and urged the king
to restore democracy and civil liberties. In-
dia decided to withhold arms supplies to

Nepal till there were clear signs that the
monarch was moving towards restoring
democratic freedoms and participatory gov-
ernance. The US and UK, who were also pro-
viding weapons, backed this approach.
Domestically, pritne minister Manmohan
Singh crafted a national consensus by taking
senior BJP leaders into confidence. The ex-
pectation was that when the prime minister
met King Gyanendra in Bandung, this policy
would be firmly reiterated. What emerged in-
stead was a dramatic flip-flop in the Indian
stand, with the king claiming that he had
been assured that India would lift the arms
embargo. A senior member of the prime
minister’s delegation told journalists that
what the king had said was substantially
true and the PM had indicated that he would
look into the issue “in a proper perspective”.

771 ‘ES

Qagged

eports about the possibilities of resump-
tion of Indian arms supplies to Nepal raise a
number of questions. While the king may
have lifted the emergency, political activity
remains banned and political leaders and
hundreds of activists are still incarcerated.
Worse still, one of the first acts of King Gya-
nendra after returning to Nepal was to arrest
Sher Bahadur Deuba, signalling to India and
the world that he could not care less about In-
dian or international sensitivities. The
monarchy in Nepal knows how to influence
events in India. Apart from constant refer-
ences to Nepal being a Hindu kingdom, the
palace has extensive business, family and
other links with former Indian
royals and politicians. Then there
are sections of our defence estab-
lishment who draw up imaginary
links between the morale of :
Gurkha soldiers in the Indian
army and our relationship with
the monarchy. The monarchy also
regularly plays its China and Pak-
istan cards without realising that
no international affairs expert ac-
cepts the argument that China
might replace India as arms sup-
plier to Nepal.

There is little prospect of the
Maoists prevailing over the Royal
Nepal Army in the short term. We
can resume arms supplies to
Nepal when there are clear indica-
tions that such an action will enjoy public
and political support there. We should re-
member that many of the reforms demanded
by the Maoists enjoy genuine public support
in Nepal. But like all such armed groups, the
Maoists are likely to eventually split with
sections joining the political mainstream.
The challenge to Indian diplomacy lies in
moving events in Nepal in a direction where
tendencies to accumulate absolute power are
replaced by participatory democracy that is
sensitive to the need for socio-economic
change. We should seek to fashion a new re-
lationship with Nepal where anachronisms
like the Nepal-India Treaty of 1950 that are
resented by large number of Nepali citizens
are replaced by trade agreements based on
sovereign equality.

The writer is a former diplomat. -
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Amit Baruah

NEW DELH: A question mark
hangs over resumption of arms
supplies to Nepal after India ex-
pressed concern at the re-arrest
on Wednesday of the former
Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur
Deubsd, and the detention of po-
litical leaders by the Gyanendra
regime. This action is contrary
to the “assurances” conveyed to
New Delhi.

The issue of resuming arms
supply occupied centre-stage af-
ter King Gyanendra told a televi-
sion channel on Sunday last,
after a meeting with Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh in Jakar-
ta, that India had given
“assurances” that the supply
would “continue.”

‘Proper perspective’

Dr. Singh said in Jakarta that
the King had raised the issue of
arms supplies with him and that
New Delhi would look at the
matter in “the proper perspec-
tive.”

In response to a question, the
External  Affairs  Ministry
spokesman on Wednesday said
it followed from what the Prime
Minister said in Jakarta that “all
factors and all developments
will be taken into account” be-
fore taking any decision on re-

25 per 2005

suming arms supply. Asked to
explain the “proper perspec-
tive,” the spokesman said: “I am
not going to be able to second-
guess that statement and to de-
fine what the proper perspective
means, Obviously, when we say
it will be considered in the prop-
er perspective it means that we
would take into account all de-
velopments, all situations and
balanced decisions will be tak-
en.”

‘Contrary to assurances’

Official sources suggested that
the “logical interpretation” of
the “proper perspective” would
be that the supply of arms would
again be put on hold.

“We are ... concerned that the

Question mark over
arms for Nepal -

Y

India expresses concern at arrest of Deuba %Y

arrest and detention of political
leaders, student leaders and
workers of political parties con-
tinue, as do the restrictions on
travel and movement of some
academicians, human rights ac-
tivists and students, contrary to
[the] assurances conveyed to
us,” the spokesman said.

“We believe that these devel-
opments would further compli-
cate efforts for a reconciliation
between [the] political parties
and the constitutional monar-
chy in Nepal. It has always been
India’s conviction that the prob-
lems confronting Nepal today
can be addressed effectively only
on the basis of [a] national con-
sensus between the two consti-
tutional forces,” he added.

KATHMANDU: The ousted Nepal
| Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur
’ Deuba, 39, was arrested early
on Wednesday from his

residence here on alleged graft
charges. The arrest comesa
week after he refused to appear
before aroyal anti-corruption
commission set up by King
Gyanendra.

Armed policemen arrived at

'Deuba held on graft charges

Mr. Deuba’s residence at
Budhanilkantha, 10 km from
here, shortly after 2 a.m., cut
offthe telephone and
electricity lines and forcefully
took him into custody, the
Nepali Congress spokesman,
Minendra Rijal, said. — PTI

Details on Page 14
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aprll 26: India

" might adopt a “carrot-and-

stick” policy to ensure that
King Gyanendra delivers on
some of his assurances while
helping him in his fight aga-
inst the Maoists by opening
the tap alittle on military as-
sistance.

India had assured Nepal it
would soon resume arms sup-
ply, put on hold since the ki-
ng’s February 1 coup, after a
neeting between Gyanendra
and Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh in Jakarta last
week.

But the Left parties, which
are opposed to resumption of
military supplies till the king
restores democracy in his cou-
atry, appear to have succeeded
in putting a stop to an immedi-
ate delivery of an arms con-
signment.

The biggest challenge be-
fore the Indian establishment
is when to resume supplies

‘\

and whether what it sees as an
appropriate time would also
be acceptable to.the CPM and
‘the CPL.

Left leaders who met Singh
yesterday have made it clear
that apart from lifting the em-
ergency, Gyanendra has to rel-
ease all political prisoners, al-
low them to function indepe-
ndently and remove the cen-
sorship on the Nepalese
media.

Conventional wisdom in
South Block suggests April 30
could be a significant date
when the first signals of what
Gyanendra proposes to do
would come. The ordinance he
issued on February 1 to im-

wNepal Walt
“and watch

pose emergency explres on
that day. The king may not éx-

tend it to:assure Dethi and

some key Western allies, pat-
ticularly the US and the Euro-
pean Union, that he is moving
to restore democracy. But the
question remains whether
India would see this as a good
enough step.

The flip-flop on the arms
issue has also brought to the
fore serious differences in the
foreign policy establishment
in Delhi. It is not clear yet
whether foreign minister K.
Natwar Singh, who met Gya-
nendra on Friday, had already
given him an assurance on re-
suming arms supply even be-

~about

y;ore the king met the Prime

Minister. It could be that when
the monarch repeated the re-
quest, Singh could only go
along with what his foreign
minister had already told Gya-
nendra the day before.

It is evident that the com-
mitment given by India was to
be kept a secret for some time.
However, the king gave it away
when he told a TV reporter
8i’s assurance. The
Prime Mifttster’s aides tried to
control the damage when they
realised that the king’s com-
ments had started making
news back home by asking
Singh to tell the Indian media
that he would look into the
kKing's request in the “proper
perspective”.

Presumably, the Left par-
ties came out with a strong !
protest. But even after that, :
senior sources in the govern-
ment emphasised that “the
first consignment of arms
which was in the pipeline”
would go through very soon.

27 APR 2005
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"Relook at arms

ernment, imposed emer-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIAa%smissed the Deub. }gov-

JAKARTA, April 23.
Breaking a three-month chill
in relations, King Gyanendra
and Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh met here today
after which the Indian leader
promised to consider the
monarch’s request for resum-
ption of military aid frem a
proper perspective. Pr Singh
described the meeting, held
at Nepal’s request on the
sidelines of the Afro-Asian
Summit, as “constructive”.
The aid was suspended
after King Gyanendra had

24 APr 2003

' 3

gency and assumed full
powers on 1 February.

At a press conference here,
Dr Singh said he had made
it clear to the King that In-
dia wanted the two pillars of
constitutional monarchy and
multi-party democracy to
work together in harmony.

Dr Singh said he had told
the King that it was “impor-
tant to take effective steps to
restart the political process
and work out a roadmap for
this purpose.” The King was
“quite sensitive to India’s

STA e Mo,

aid to al
z} \ concern o%nf?gopme-

nts in Nepal,” the Prime Mi-
nister said. Emerging from
the meeting, King Gyanen-
dra claimed that he had got
an assurance from India on
resumption of military aid.

Trade barriers
India today sexnt clear sig-
nals to industrialised na-
ticns that thdr trade-dis-

torting farm gubsidies
should be phased out and
barriers to agricultural -

exports removed in a bid to
protect the millions of farm-
ers in developing countries.
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“PM to consider King's
mllltary aid request

AJAY KAUL
JAKARTA | APRIL23

REAKING a three-month chill
in Indo-Nepal relations, King
Gyanendra and Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh met to-
day. The PM promised to look at the
monarch’s request for the resumption of
military aid from a “proper perspective”.

The aid was suspended after Gya-
nendra dismissed the elected Deuba
government, imposed Emergency and
assumed full powers on February 1. In-
dia has been demanding restoration of
multi-party democracy in the kingdom.
The royal palace’s unhappiness with the
Indian stand has been obvious.

The issue of resumption of mili-
tary aid to Nepal was raised by the
King during the 45-minute meeting
and the PM told him that he “will
look at this from proper perspective”.

Addressing a press conference here,

‘Not much importance should
be given to Jakarta meeting’

§ NEW DELHI: A senior Nepaiese paliti-
cian on Saturday said that not much im-
portance should be attachedtathe
meeting between Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and King Gyanendrain
Jakarta at the Asia Africa summit.

"Don't read much into the meeting. After
afl, the other countries can’t treat the:
Nepal king as pariah,” Pradip Girl, a se-
niarleader of Nepali Congress (Demog-
ratichtold Pl in New Delhi. '

it would not have been “civil“ onthe In-
dian Prime Minister’s part not to meet
the King, he said. Giriwasinthecityto
attend a seminar on the topic ‘Canstitu-
tianal crisis in Nepal. P

Singh said he also explained to the King
that as a close neighbour, India regarded
constitutional monarchy and multi-

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with
Nepal's King Gyanendra In Jakarta on
Saturday

party democracy as the two pillars of
Nepal’s polity.

He said India’s “action was guided
by the recognition that the two pillars
must work together in harmony”.

The king, Singh said, explained the
cicumstances and compulsions under
which he assumed absolute power. The
PM said he told Gyanendra that it was
“important to take effective steps to
restart the political processes and work
out a roadmap for this purpose”.

Singh told the king that India was
concerned about developments in
Nepal as it was a “close neighbour” with
which it shared civilisational ties and a
unique intimate relation. The king was
“quite sensitive to these concerns”, the
PM said, describing as “constructive” the
overall meeting during which the two
discussed the evolving situation in
Nepal and perceptions on it.

The meeting was held at Nepal’s re-
quest on the sidelines of the Afro-
Asian summit.

Emerging from the meeting, Gya-
nendra claimed that he had got an as- |
surance from India on the resumption !
of the military assistance.

During the meeting, Gyanendra
promised to restore political process in
the kingdom “as early as possible”, Rajiv
Sikri, Secretary (East) in the External
Affairs Ministry, told reporters. External
Affairs Minister K. Natwar Singh was
also present at the meeting. Sikri said
the two sides agreed that it was “neces-
sary to restart the political process with-
out delay and this in turn would enable
his majesty’s government to deal with
the Maoist insurgency”. —PTI
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/ Diplomacy before demo

PM arms’

monarch

Jakarta, April 23: Strate-
gic compulsions have
forced India to temper its
concerns over democracy
and take a “look” at resu-
ming military assistance
to Nepal.

The signal was conveyed
at the first meeting between
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and King Gyanendra
since the monarch seized
power through a coup on
February 1.

The king claimed that he
got an assurance from India to
continue the military assis-
tance, which was put on ice
after the elected government

Singh, Gyanendra

was overthrown in Nepal.

But the Indian side putina
rider, saying the Prime Minis-
ter had assured the king “to
look into it in a proper per-
spective”. Indian sources sug-
gested that Delhi is trying to
link the arms supply with an
assurance from Nepal of a “ro-
admap” to restore democracy.

Other sources said India
has little option but to resume
the military aid that is vital for
the kingdom in its fight aga-
inst Maoists.

After India froze the assis-
tance — though by then Nepal
had got most of what it wanted
for the time being — Pakistan
had rushed in with an offer to
arm the kingdom. The king’s
stopover from Indonesia —
China — also must have play-
ed on Delhi’s mind, though Be-
ijing has tried to put India at
ease.

The army also feels that an
arms embargo will hurt India
in the long run bedause of the
spillover effect of the insurge-
ney in Nepal.

The confirmation about In-
dia’s arms rethink came from

Cooa\d

(\( 9, A

Gyanendra. Asked, whether
military supplies were discus-
sed, the monarch said: “We
have agreed on certain things.
We have got assurances that
they will continue.”

But Rajiv Sikri, the secre-
tary (east) in the Indian for-
eign ministry, refused to give
details on whether the arms
supply came up for talks at the
meeting between the two lead-
ers. The clarification came
from the Prime Minister later
in the evening.

The two back-to-back meet-
ings with the king — yester-
day foreign minister Natwar
Singh had met him -— despite
India’s attempts to play down
their significance had raised
questions whether Delhi was
trving to bring about a course
correction in its tough policy.

However, the Prime Minis-
ter made it a point to clarify
that his meeting with Gyanen-
dra came after a request from
the king. “Being our close nei-
ghbour, a country with which
we have standing civilisation-
al and intimate relations, 1 ag-
reed to the meeting,” he said.

Singh said he took the op-
portunity to tell the king that
“it was important to take ur-
gent steps” to restore democ-
racy in the country.

The Prime Minister said
Gyanendra has assured him
that he has a roadmap for re-
storing democracy. But Singh
did not say whether the king
mentioned a time frame.

Asked when he would lift
the emergency in Nepal, Gya-
nendra said; “We have already
called for municipal electio-
ns.” The king hinted that he
would take a decision on lifti-
ng emergency only after asse-
ssing how the political process
moves forward.

india has been stressing
that constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democracy
were the “twin pillars” on
which Nepal's stability and
progress depend.

Tsunami call

The Asia-Africa summit, the
reason why Singh is in Jakar-
1a, adopted a resolution to es-
tablish an integrated strategy
to develop a multi-nodal early
warning system with “mecha-
nisms for preparedness, pre-
vention, mitigation and respo-
nse” to tninimise casualties in
calamities like tsunamis.
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COnsensus,
v*Natwar. .
tells Kﬁ%ﬁ

NEW DELHI, April 22. — As a
prologue to the Prime Minister,
Dr Manmohan Singh’s meeting
with King Gyanendra of Nepal,
the external affairs minister, Mr
Natwar Singh, today had a 45-
minute-meeting with the King on }
the sidelines of the Asian-
African summit in Jakarta.

Mr Natwar Singh told the Ki-
ng that a process of reconciliati-
on between the political parties '
and the constitutional monarchy
should be initiated. He conveyed
India’s belief that the problems
confronting Nepal could only be
addressed by a national consen-
sus between the two constitutio-
nal forces in Nepal. The King
said he was “greatly looking for-
ward” to meeting Dr Singh.

This was the highest level of
political contact between the two
sides since the 1 February royal
takeover, indicating the begin-
ning of a rapprochement betwe-
en India and Nepal. Dr Man-
mohan Singh is likely to meet the
King before the latter leaves
tomorrow evening.

The PM told reporters accom-
panying him to Jakarta that he
would convey India’s concern ab-
out the situation in the kingdom
“if I get an opportunity to meet
the King”. Describing Nepal as
the “closest” neighbour and that
whatever happens there is of in-
terest to India, he said: “The two
countries should return to the
process of close consultation.”

Another report on page 3
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Natwar,

1 Indian’s call for
restoring multi-
party democracy
stressed at meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

OR the first time af-

ter the dismissal of

the Sher Bahadur

Deuba  Govern-

ment and declaration of

emergency in Nepal on Feb-

ruary 1, King Gyanendra

made a political contact with

India on Friday by meeting

External Affairs Minister K.

Natwar Singh at the Asian-
African Summit in Jakarta.

The meeting set the stage

for the first meeting between

Gyanendra and Prime Minis-

ter Manmohan Singh; wholeft

for Jakarta on Friday to attend

the Summit commemorating,

the golden jubilee of the Ban-
dung Conference. The King
told Natwar Singh that he was
looking forward to meet the
Prime Minister.

During a 45-minute meet-
ing, Natwar Singh emphasised
the Indian position for restora-
tion of muiti-party democracy,
speedy release of political pris-
oners, lifting of emergency and
media censorship.

This is the Monarch’s first
visit abroad after he seized
power on February 1. His ac-
tions were strongly con-
demned by the international
community, particularly India,
the US and the UK.

India, which hassuspended

military aid to Nepal since the
royal coup, has been working
closelywith the US to put pres-
sure on the King. Gyanendra is
upset with New Delhi’s" re-
sponse. The surprise develop-
ments in Nepal also led to can-
cellation of the SAARC
Summit at Dhaka. The King
recently met Indian Ambas-
sador to Nepal S S Mukherjee
after nearly two months.
Earlier in the day, Natwar
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Singh conveyed to the King
that a process of reconciliation
should be initiated between
Nepal’s political parties and
the constitutional monarchy

for early restoration of multi-

party democracy. India, he
told the King, strongly felt that
the problems confronting
Nepal, including the Maoist
insurgency, could be ad-

Reuters

Nepal’s King Gyanendra
(left) with Indonesian
President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono in

dressed only on the basis of na-
tional consensus between the
“two constitutional forces”.

On his part; the King ex-
plained the circumstances that
led to the declaration of emer-
gency and outlined the steps that
he had already taken. He also
proposed to lift the emergency
soon and restore the democratic
process in the kingdom.

INDIAN EXPRESS

W - 9

Need to look
at Kashmir
from different
perspective,
says PM Singh

AJAY KAUL

ON BOARD SPECIAL
AIRCRAFT, APRIL 22

MAINTAINING that
India and Pakistan needed
to look at the Kashmir issue
from a “different perspec-
tive”, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh said on Friday,
that “no overnight solution”
couldbe expected.

He, however, warned
that the peace process could
be threatened by terrorism
which has “not been fully
controlled” yet.

“India and Pakistan
have to look at the Kashmir
issue from a different per-
spective. Territorial disputes
are not solved overnight.
They take time,” Singh told
reporters  accompanying
him to Jakarta for the
Asian-African summit.

Asked about President
Musharraf’s remark that con-
verting the LoC into a “soft
border” was no solution to
the Kashmir problem. The
PM said the two countries
had “charted a course of ac-
tion which will yield substan-
tive resultsin coming years”.

On Wen Jiabao’s visit to
India, Singh said the two
countries will have to accel-
erate the process of delin-
eating the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) after they
signed the guiding princi-
ples and political parame-
ters on the boundary ques-
tion during Wen’s visit.

He observed that con-
troversy over Sikkim was
over with China recognising
itasapartof India. —P7T7

eee——————

Gyanendra make first contact
| Nepal sets free 61,

political pnsoners
including ex-DPM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU, APRIL 22

FORMER Nepalese
deputy prime minister Bharat
Mohan Adhikari, placed under
house arrest since King Gyanen-
dra sacked his government and
assumed absolute power, was
among 61 political detainees re-
leased by authorities in the king-
dom, police said on Friday.

The announcement of
their release came a day after
human rights group Amnesty
International claimed that
over 3,000 people had been
detained in Nepal since the
February 1 royal takeover.

Security guards were with-
drawn from the residence of Ad-
hikari, who was the deputy PM
in the sacked Sher Bahadur
Deuba government, last night
after he was kept under house
arrest for 81 days, police said.

After he was set free, Ad-
hikari, also the standing com-
mittee member of Nepal
Communist Party-UML, told
reporters that the royal govern-
ment’s act of detaining a politi-

cian without any reason for:

such a long time was a “gross

violation” of the Constitution.
“It was a conspiracy

hatched by the government to

root out the achievements of

. the 1990 popular movement,

that restored = democratic
rights,” said Adhikari, whose
party was one of the four coali-
tion partners of the sacked
government.

Adhikari was prohibited
from using the telephone and
Security guards were
withdrawn from the
residence of Adhikari,
who was Dy PM in the
Sher Bahadur Deuba
government, last
night after 81 days

under house arrest

meeting his supporters during
the house arrest. Deuba, who
was also held under house ar-
rest after the sacking of his
government by the King, was
released last month.

The government released 60
other political prisoners, includ-
ing Nepali Congress leader
Trailokya Pratap Sen, from vari-
ousdistricts, police said.

Their release came at a
time when the King was in
Jakarta to attend the Asian-

African summit. //
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