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NEW DELHI, MARCH 30.

dives today announced that it
would extend ‘““full support” to
India’s entry into the United
Nations’ Security Council as a
permanent member. “I have ac-
cordingly assured the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, of
our full support to India in this
matter,” the Maldivian Presi-
dent, Maumoon Abdul
Gayoormn, said at a press confer-
ence.

With this public announce-
ment, four South Asian nations
— Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and
now the Maldives — have come
out in support of India’s entry
into the Security Council as a
permanent member.

Mr. Gayoom said the Mal-
dives joined India in welcoming
the reform proposals put for-
ward by the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan. “We be-
lieve the Security Council must
reflect the realities of our times
to strengthen its effectiveness
and relevance.”

Strategic partner

India was a crucial “develop-
ment and strategic’’ partner for
the Maldives. “In addition to

being a major player in the re-
gion, India is also an influential
nation on the world stage. We
share common views on a range
of international issues of mu-
tual interest such as interna-
tional peace, the protection of
the environment ... the fight
against terrorism and the re-
form of the United Nations.”

Mr. Gayoom said that India
had played a crucial role in the
post-tsunami relief efforts of his
country. ‘‘Although the number
of deaths in the Maldives was
comparatively low, the tsunami
created a nationwide disaster,
wiping out about 62 per cent of
GDP.”

‘“Response substantial”

“The Indian Government’s
response to the emergency was
timely and substantial, and we
thank the Government and the
people of India for that help. We
also thank other donors who
have joined us in the relief and
recovery efforts.”

Asked about the status of the
still-to-be-held South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Cooper-
ation, Mr. Gayoom said both
the Maldives and India were
ready to attend the twice-post-
poned summit.

. fully backs India ..

The President, who imposed
a state of emergency last year
and cracked down on Opposi-
tion activists, denied there were
any “political prisoners” in his
country. He maintained that
last year’s events were a resuit
of “mob violence.”

Asked about the ‘‘vague na-
ture” of some of his reform pro-
posals which left open the
possibility of executive abuse,
Mr. Gayoom said these were
just proposals, and would have
to be discussed by the special
Majlis (Assembly).

On whether he would allow
the Opposition Maldivian Dem-
ocratic Party to set up an office
in Male, Mr. Gayoom said the
present Constitution did not al-
low this, though he was in fa-
vour of multi-party democracy.

“There should be space for a
multi-party Constitution,” Mr.
Gayoom said but refused to give
any timeframe by when these
democratic reforms could be
put in place by the special as-
sembly.

According to him, the Mal-
dives had prospered due to “‘po-
litical  stability.” He felt
‘“violence” would prevent vis-
itors from coming to his coun-

try.
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’ Mam\nﬁian Singh being greeted by Mauritius Prime Minister Louis Berenger

01; h1s arrival in Port Louis on Wednesday. (AFP)
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Port Louis (Mauritius), Ma-
rch 30: Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and his party flaunted the
“maturing” of Indo-US relati-
ons as a high-point in the six-
year life of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance government.

Vajpayee’s successor, Man-
mohan Singh, has chosen Ma-
uritius as the destination for
his first bilateral visit and it
did not happen by chance,
claimed sources close to the
Prime Minister.

Foreign policy is not Sin-
gh’s first area of interest or co-
ncern but his choice is influe-
nced by his view that India ne-
eds to focus on countries that
are specks on the world map
but count in their own ways.

In the process, the sources
said, the Prime Minister is

“redefining” the concept of
India’s neighbours. “Who is a
neighbour? In a village, the ne-
arest house can be 10 miles
away but the occupant is a nei-
ghbour nonetheless. As the cr-
ow flies over the Indian Ocean,
Mauritius is India’s nearest
neighbour,” quipped a source.

In his departure stateme-
nt, Singh said he saw Mauriti-
us as a “friendly gateway to
the African continent and an
invaluable partner at multilat-
eralfora”.

Singh’s original bilateral
trip would have included Sri
Lanka as well, reinforcing his
notion of global diplomacy.

But after the Pakistan Pre-
sident expressed a desire to
watch an India-Pakistan one-
dayer in Delhi, Singh had to
drop Lanka from his itinerary
from where he was to reach

all he 1ghbours in focus

Kochi in Kerala to meet Pervez
Musharraf, according to the
original schedule. By then, re-
working his travel plans was
“not possible”, a source said.

Singh’s second bilateral
visit would probably be to Sin-
gapore next month. He will go
to Afghanistan in October to
inaugurate the Parliament co-
mplex built with Indian help.

The Prime Minister, sour-
ces said, is still undecided
about a US visit despite an in-
vitation. It is believed he wo-
uld rather wait for Washing-
ton to first clarify its offer of
civil and nuclear technology
cooperation.

In Mauritius, Singh will
call on President Anerood Jug-
nauth and leader of the Oppo-
sition Navinchandra Ramgoo-
lam. He will also address thg'
national Assembly. /
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India’s security fears hold sway when dealing with neighbours

. Losing Kathmandu". o

he political crisis in
Nepal continues unabat-
ed and it seems that
there is little India can
do to influence the
course of events. This crisis is a
product of deep-seated structural
issues in Nepalese society. To be fair
to India, it is never easy to influence
the actions of rulers like King Gya-
nendra, whose paranoia makes
them immune to both the interests
of their own people and interna-
tional pressure. But while many po-
litical observers had seen Gyanen-
dra’s actions as coming, the govern-
ment of India woke up too late. Our
Nepal policy has also revealed some
fundamental mistakes in our ap-
proach towards our neighbours.
Our fundamental mistake in
dealing with many of our neigh-
bours is this. We have fallen prey to
our own security fears. To put it
provocatively, if we had aimed at
genuine friendship with our neigh-
bours we would have gained our se-
curity. But when we aim at our secu-
rity, we invite their enmity. It is as-
tonishing that despite the weight of
economic interdependence, social
relations and geographical destiny,
India came to carry solittle credibil-
ity in Nepal. We should acknowl-
edge that this was a result of our en-
casing Nepal in a relationship of
subordination. In the Fifties we de-
cided who would rule them. Nepal’s
sovereignty over its foreign affairs
was always attenuated by India’s
concerns: matters from building
hydro projects to roads required
India’s tacit approval. Even though
we were in many ways a benign
power, we were ultimately paternal-
ist. The overall structure of the rela-
tionship lent itself to creating a pol-
itics of resentment in Nepal. And
this relationship was driven by our
conception of security, not by the
imperatives of development in
Nepal.

security syndrome also af-
A fected our judgments about

the Maoists. We vacillated
too long before realizing that the
king’s policies had little to do with
effectively dealing with the Maoists.
As reprehensible as their methods
are, they draw upon legitimate
grievances and are a viable political
movement. Indeed, the present con-
juncture is a unique opportunity to
bring many of them into the politi-
cal mainstream. Some of the
Maoists realize that their long-term
goals require them to gain broader
political legitimacy. Democracy it-
self can be a path to power. The

The author is president, Centre
for Policy Research
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Maoists have, for the first time, al-
lowed regular political parties to op-
erate in areas under their control.
Ironically, it may turn out that the
left parties inside Nepal may find it
more difficult to do business with
the Maoists than the Nepal Con-
gress. But there is a real danger that
the Indian government is not doing
enough to establish political links
with the Maoists. A great failing of
our policy is that we often let the in-
telligence establishment define our
political objectives. Rather, we
should be clear on our political ob-

jectives and use whatever means
are necessary to achieve them.

Our attitude to the Maoists has
been inexplicable. India was the
first state to declare them terrorists
(even before Nepal did). But when
we actually declared them terror-
ists, we then did nothing to crack
down on them and curb their activi-
ties. Now that there is an opportuni-
ty for them to be part of the political
dialogue, we want someone to de-
stroy them. So we end up neither
with a capacity to instil fear, nor
with any political capital to deploy.
The singular lesson in our dealing
with the Maoists is this: there has to
be clarity of objectives and a deter-
mination to stick to a strategy.

We were under the illusion that
the king’s actions were about fight-
ing Maoists. India read out the riot
act almost two weeks too late, and
there is some evidence that India’s
message was not as categorically re-
ceived as India had hoped. The king
is still reading too many caveats
into our messages and apparently
believes that India and the United
States of America will not put maxi-

mum pressure for fear of sending
him closer to China. India, at this
juncture, has very little locus standi:
even our ambassador can be sent
away without an audience.

But we must relentlessly use the
office of every international media-
tor to impress upon the king that
now is his last opportunity. There
appears now to be a groundswell of
republicanism inside Nepal, and
the last defendants of a constitu-
tional monarchy are fast disappear-
ing. Indeed, there is a danger that
we will fall between two stools: the

‘ The international
community will have
to think of a decent
exit strategy for the
king, or he will have no
reason to relent ,

new forces in Nepal, who have the
momentum of history on their side,
will not remember India as a real
friend of democracy. India blockad-
ed a whole country when it thought
fit, but continued to vacillate over
arms supplies to an errant
monarch. The international com-
munity will have to think of a de-
cent exit strategy for the king, or he
will have no reason to relent. But it
is astonishing that we have not been
able to even negotiate a major pub-
lic visit by non-government figures
to political prisoners, and are con-
soling ourselves that select releases
are a sign of progress.
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But the most important lesson
for India is this. Foreign ministries
around the world have lots of fail-
ings in common: they confuse diplo-
matic exchange with long-term
strategy. What India needs in the
Nepal crisis is deep links with the
important actors, the Royal Nepal
Army, the Maoists and others. For-
eign offices are not good at cultivat-
ing these links. They are slow to re-
spond to the ramifications of do-
mestic politics in any country. They
have a professional bias towards
risk averseness, which inevitably
leads them towards the status quo.
And they often confuse form with
substance. I recently had the awk-
ward experience of a very distin-
guished foreign service officer; in a
seminar on Nepal, requesting the
speakers to be “polite” when refer-
ring to King Gyanendra, since he
was the head of a neighbouring
state. I can only imagine how effec-
tive such officers, caught in the vir-
tual world of diplomacy, are at con-
veying messages.

Our ministry of external affairs
is also peculiarly reluctant to send
out clear messages. In retrospect,
the first press conference after the
prime minister cancelled his visit to
Dhaka probably sent the wrong sig-
nal to Nepal. It not only managed to
confuse messages to Bangladesh
with a message to Nepal but it was
also that our message to the king
was not pointed.

f course, any progress will
O not be easy. But India has to

work on the following as-
sumption. First, neutrality is not an
option in two senses. We are not per-
ceived as neutral and in the present
circumstances even acts of omis-
sion have ramifications. Second, in
the past we have attenuated Nepal’s
sovereignty based on our security
concerns. Now we should perform a
constructive role in maintaining
democracy in Nepal. We should
trust that whichever regime comes
to power in Nepal, in the long run, it
will have to work out a propitious
relationship with India. Therefore
we ought not to be distracted by
short-term anti-India rhetoric.

It is about time that Nepalese so-
ciety writes a constitution for itself,
rather than being handed one by the
king. Even restoring the suspended
parliament may, after all that has
happened, not be enough. The con-
vening of a constitutional assembly
can be made compatible with a
place for a constitutional monarchy.
But time is running out. There is
still possibility of negotiation, but
the message has to get through
to the king that he has no option but
to take assured steps towards
democracy.




Gayoom arrives, to say thanks

isy

Acknowledges India’s Efforts In Prowdmg Rellef FQIIowmg Tsunami

New Delhi: Maldives President Maumoon Abdul Gay-
oom on Monday met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
here and discussed bilateral and international issues.
Officials said Gayoom thanked Singh for India’s
prompt assistance following the December 26 tsunami
that battered many of Maldives’ nearly 1,200 islands.

The Maldivian economy, which is centred on 87 re-
sorts catering to high-spending global tourists, was
badly hit by the disaster. India took the lead in pro-
viding relief with more countries, such as the US,
joining the reconstruction effort later.

Accompanied by his wife Nasreena, Gayoom ar-
rived here on Sunday on a six-day visit, his first since
2000. He is scheduled to meet President A P J Abdul

Kalam and hold talks with external affairs minister £

Natwar Singh and defence minister Pranab Mukher-
jee on Tuesday.

India and Maldives enjoy cordial relations and
are members of the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (Saarc). New Delhi not only
helped Gayoom stave off a coup against him in 1987
but also built its public health infrastructure. Gay-
oom has been in power since 1978 and has lately

promised multi-party democracy in Maldives by the F¥

year-end. India wants Maldives to release political
activists arrested following riots in capital Male in
August 2004. ans

RN

Maldives President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom shakes hands
with PM Manmohan Singh in New Delhi on Monday




Nepal scholars.
barred from

India meet
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Kattmandu: Three epalese aca-

, including a former ambassa-
dor to kndia, were on Friday prevent-
ed by security forces from travelling
to India to attend a seminar.

Lokraj Baral, a former Nepalese
envoy to India and a respected author,
as well as Tribhuvan University pro-
fessors Krishna Khanal and Krishna
Hachchethu were to
take part in the semi-
nar to be held in Goa
from Saturday.

The Centre for the }
Study of Developing
Society in New Delhi
had organised the §
meet. But security
personnel stopped all Gyanendra
three at the Tribhu-
van International Airport, saying
they had instructions from higher au-
thorities.

The outspoken Baral, also a politi-
cal scientist, had faced a similar situ-
ation last month. He was arrested at
the airport Feb 7 when he was re-
turning from New Delhi. He was kept
under arrest for 18 days, triggering
protests both at home and abroad.

An indignant Baral told the Kath-
mandu Post newspaper: “If we are a
threat to the state, we ask to be impris-
oned. If not, why are we being treated
like this?” He also told the daily that
professionals should not be treated as
politicians. “We are not advocating any
political doctrine,” he said.

Since King Gyanendra sacked the

i government of Sher Bahadur Deuba
Feb 1 and assumed absolute powers
with the help of the army, Nepal has
been under a state of emergency with
the suspension of civil rights.

The new regime has also said it
could impose curbs on movements of
t its citizens as well as others living in

the kingdom. Early this month, the
1 arrest of noted Nepalese journalist
» Kanak Mani Dixit created another
;3 furore. Dixit was taken into custody
- after returning from India where he
had delivered lectures at seminars
organised by Kolkata’s Jadavpur Uni-
versity and New Delhi’s India Inter-
national Centre.

He was arrested 48 hours after his
return to Kathmandu but was re-
leased in five hours following
protests. ians =
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Flawed parameters
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" Delhi must review pollcy towards Nepal

ew Delhi is partly to blame for King Gyanendra

keeping the Indian ambassador waiting for an audience
for over a month — he met Pakistan’s former envoy within
days of the royal takeover — and must review its rather
inconsistent foreign policy vis-a-vis its immediate
neighbours.

Myanmar is ruled by a military junta that must hold
some record for suppressing democracy for as long as it
has but India maintains diplomatic and trade ties. At
Delhi’s instance recently, the Myanmar army conducted
cleansing operations against North-east militants along its
border. India and Bhutan have excellent relations but the
drive against illegal migrants 15 years ago forced
thousands of Bhutanese of Nepali origin to flee and they
languish in improvised Nepal camps. India does nothing
because these are “internal affairs” of Bhutan, and yet it
takes a different view where Nepal is concerned. It refuses
to accept the King’s contention that the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government’s dismissal was to contain Maoist
activities, clean up the political machinery and hand power
back to the people in three years.

At the UN Human Rights Council meeting underway in
Geneva, Nepal foreign minister Ramesh Nath Pandey
defended the army action against the Maoists. Last year
Switzerland, in a resolution, sought to put Nepal on
Agenda 9, implying a dire human rights crisis and a need
for international monitoring. Though no longer a
member, Switzerland can move the resolution and lobby
for an anti-Nepal vote. India is unlikely to vote and,
possibly realising this, Nepal has not even approached
New Delhi. Pakistan, China and perhaps Russia will vote
for Nepal.

Suddenly, as if to pique India, General Musharraf has
raised the Kashmir issue again as being the irritant which,
if not resolved, would affect the credibility of the
confidence-building measures. Dhaka, too, fired a salvo
about India’s upstream dam constructions drying up
several of its water bodies. Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader
Ashok Singhal’s meeting with King Gyanendra last month
informing him about the support of Hindus worldwide for
the royal coup suggests that the only Hindu monarch in the
world is not without admirers in India, mostly from the
Hindutva camp.

Then there are reports of Nepal Maoists, branded
terrorists by India, meeting at west Delhi’s Narela locality
last Sunday, which could prompt Nepal to turn around and
wonder why India does not tackle “terrorists”. Even more
embarrassing for India was last Thursday’s incident where
former Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa took ill
shortly after dinner at the Indian ambassador’s residence.
Coming within a week of vice-chairman Tulsi Giri
criticising dinner diplomacy, Nepal may use this to accuse
India of hobnobbing with opposition leaders. Why, one is
tempted to ask, do tensions with Nepal invariably heighten
only when the Congress is in power?

PPN

THESTATESMAN 2 9 MAR 2008



Centre decides to increase SSB

Debasis Sarkar

(Indo-Nepal Border) 27 MARCH *

OLLOWING the recent
F political wurmoi} in Nepal

and possible heavy inflow
of Maoist activists from Nepal
to India, the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) has decided to inc-
rease its forces along the inter-
national border.

Quoting Union home minister
Shivraj Patil at a function in New
Delhion Sunday, asenior SSB of-
ficial told ET that the central gov-
ernment has given deep thougbt
to the matter. “The government
is going to deploy 20 more batial-
ions along the border in order to
plug the gap. The Cabinet has al-
ready approved the raising of
these battalions,” he said.

Under the special {riendship
treaty between the two neigh-
bouring countries, the 1751 -kim
long Indo-Nepal border is open
and cannot be guarded by mili-
tary forces.
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Government plans to deploy 20 more
battalions to check inflow of Maoist activists

WATCH OUT
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Since the dtizens of both  without any passport or visa,

countries have scope of free
border

moverent across the

keeping proper vigilin the border
requires special skill. The SSB's

The Economic Times
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forces along Indo-Nepal border

expericnce of more than four
decades in handling civil opera-
tions in border areas was utilised
toachieve the goal.

In accordance with the strate-
gy of “One Border One Force”
suggested by the Subrahmaniam
committee to the government af-
ter the Kargil war, SSB had been
given the responsibility of look-
ing after the porous Indo-Nepal
borderin September 2001.

Of the total Iength of the bor-
der, around 900 km run along
Wesi Bengal and Sikkim, where
16 SSB battalions have already
been deployed at 135 border
outposts. Recently, the force has
also been entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of the Indo-Bhutan
border as well.

Since deployment, SSB hasar-
rested 439 smugglers and 55 |
Maoists while seizure of goods i
worth more than Rs 8 crore has |
taken place. In addition to this, |
more than 80 miltion hi-techand |
expensive firearms have also ;
been seized by SSB. Han
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Mao;sts held
secret m t in
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Sudeshna Sarkar
in Kathmandu

March 24. — Defying Ind-
ia’s ban on them, Nepal’s
Maoist guerrillas held a
secret meeting in Delhi on
Sunday to discuss the expu-
Ision of three top leaders,

Nepal’s army said today.
Royal Nepalese Army
spokesman Brigadier-Gen-
eral Dipak Gurung told the
media here that the Nep-
alese government has con-
veyed the matter to India.
According to army reports,
Maoists belonging to the
north-west regional bureau
of the outlawed Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Mao-
ist) met in the west Delhi
locality of Narela, in Sector
V Central Park, to discuss a
circular on the latest activi-
ties in the underground pa-
rty. The circular confirmed
the demotion of the deputy
leader of the rebels, Mr
Baburam Bhattarai, who
was in charge of the central
division, ranking next to the
CPN (Maoist) supreme
commander, Pushpa Kam-

al Dahak aka Prachanda.
Since last week, Nepal’s
state media has been repo-
rting a rift among Maoist..

THE STATES M A0
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Gyanendra aide

[ *

in Capital
NEW DELHI, March 24. —
A close friend of Nepal mo-
narch, 95-year-oid Field
Marshal Neer Shamsher
Rana, a WW-l veteran, arri-
ved here yesterday along
with the chairman of Nepal's
Raj Parishad Standing Co-
mmittee, Mr Parashu Nara-
yan Chaudhary. Both are on
separate “private” visits. Ne-
pal watchers said Mr Chau-
dhury’s visit is more signifi-
cant as the Raj Parishad is
equivalent to a Privy Coun-
cil. Mr Chaudhary left for an
ashram in Mathura yester-
day. He may meet VHP
leaders too. — SNS

Differences in opinion led
to Bhattarai being exp-
elled with his wife, Hisila
Yami aka Rahul-Parbati,
the state media said. Bhat-
tarai denied army reports.
Mititary aid
Nepal's army said today:
“We're not worried by the
blockade of military aid as
we have sufficient weapons
in stock and the infrastrue
ture to produce small s

and buiiers Doocanrseives”
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ideshna Sarkar

March 23. — After its overtures
were spurned by India, a simmer-

ing Nepal has struck back, putt-

ing New Delhi’s envoy way down
its list of priorities, giving prece-
dence to Pakistani diplomats, the
kingdom’s own festivals and ever
militant Vishwa Hindu Parishad
leader Mr Ashok Singhal.

As a sign of the entente far
from cordiale, India’s ambasador
to Nepal Mr Shiv Shankar Mu-
kherjee has been kept waiting for
over a month for an audience
with King Gyanendra while the
monarch has readily granted au-
dience to Pakistan’s outgoing
ambassador Mr Zamir Akram,
attended Shiva Ratri celebrations
at Pashupatinath Temple and
met Mr Singhal who came last
month with the assurance that
millions of Hindus worldwide
supported the royal coup.

Also in the dog house, along
with the Indian envoy, is the
British ambassador, Mr Keith
George Bloomfield, whose requ-
est for a royal audience has also
been put on hold since last

'MONARCH DELIVERS AR

month. But though the USA had
joined forces with India and the
UK to express concern at the
royal takeover and urge for the
restoration of multi-party demo-
cracy, the US ambassador, Mr
James Francis Moriarty, has be-
en shown preferential treatment

Delhi to blame’

DHAKA, March 23. — Bangladesh
has alleged that construction of
numerous dams upstream by India
on common rivers has led to the
drying up of more than 80 water-
bodies in the country. Bangladesh
is facing different problems for lack
of adequate water as its major
fivers are losing navigability due to
withdrawal of water through const-
ruction of barrages and diversion of
their normal courses at the
“upstream” by India, local govern-
ment minister Mr Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan said here today. — PTI

with the king granting him a
meeting within less than 10 days
of a request. This despite the fact
that Mr Moriarty also sought to
meet Nepal's top political leaders
under arrest since the royal coup.

e STATESHAN
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bours’

LR TR NS L A VIV

OYAL SNUB

Both the US and Indian amba-
ssadors were prevented from
meeting the former Prime Mini-
ster and Opposition leader, Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala, a preven-
tion that hit the headlines and
triggered a formal letter from the
foreign ministry to diplomatic
missions, UN offices and NGOs,
asking them not to seek meetings
with political detainees held “in
accordance with Nepal’s laws”.

The royal pique is thought to
have been caused by both India
and the UK suspending military
assistance to Nepal’s army while
the USA is still contemplating
doing so, apparently held back
by the fear that if it really does
so. it would boost Maoist activi-
tics and cnable them to turn
Nepal into another Cambodia.

Though Nepal sent its foreign
minister, Mr Ramesh Nath Pan-
dey, to Delhi early this month
for a patch-up, India refused —
another factor for the king’s
being cold towards his southern
neighbour while being warm
towards its northern neighbour,
Chind, which has been steadily,
if though quietly, supportive of
the Nepal monarch.

24 Mak 2005
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New Delhi: India on Monday demanded lift-
ing of all restrictions on its entities in Nepal,
including several television news channels,
but remained non-committal on an early re-
sumption of military aid to the Himalayan
kingdom, suspended after the royal takeover
by King Gyanendra.

External affairs minister K Natwar Singh
during talks with visiting Nepalese counter-
part Ramesh Nath Pandey conveyed India’s
disappointment over the re- pe
cent measures taken by the
Kking, saying it had served to
“only deepen the crisis” fac-
ing Nepal. This was the first
high-level political contact
between the two countries
since the February 1
takeover. New Delhi had
voiced grave concern over

the king’s decision on Febru-
ary 1 to sack the Dueba gov-
ernment, impose emergency, arrest political
leaders and clamp restriction on the media.

Singh expressed India’s concern over the
“blacking out of several Indian TV news chan-
nels by Nepal and also difficulties being faced
by Indian joint ventures in the country;” exter-
nal affairs ministry spokesman N Sarna said
here. He underlined the importance of lifting
restrictions on Indian entities in Nepal at the
earliest in the interest of India-Nepal rela-
tions, the spokesman said.

Singh said it would be in the interest of
Nepal and its people, for the king and the po-

K Natwar Singh
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litical parties to join together on a national
platform to unitedly deal with the multiple
challenges facing the country, including the
threat from Maoist insurgency. Asked about
resumption of military aid by India, Sarna
said Singh conveyed that the matter re-
mained under “constant review”, To a spate
of questions, he said, “The logic of reviewing
military aid etc. is to see what the purpose of
the military aid is, whom is it helping, where |

N is it going and what purpose
is it preforming”.

“So when the government
is not sure on these grounds,
then we have to keep it un-
der constant review,” Sarna
said. On Nepal’s contention
| that stopping of military
§ supplies would strengthen
il Maoists, he said this was
“up for speculation”. He

RNPandey  q,ig certain amount of aid,
assistance and training was being given by In-
dia to the Royal Nepalese Army for several
years. “But keeping in view the developments
that took place, it was decided to review the
situation. While doing so, it was decided that
no supplies should be sent after February 1,”
he said, adding since then, no supplies have
gone to that country.

Natwar Singh pointed out that it was not
only India but several other friends of Nepal,
which had expressed grave concern over the
king’s measures that could endanger the insti-
tution of monarchy itself. rn
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delegation-level meeting in New Delhi on Thursday.
— Photo: V. Sudershan

 Indian goods: Karzai to
raise issue with Pakistan

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 24. The Afghan Presi-
dent, Hamid Karzai, today said that
he would raise with Pakistan the is-
sue of Indian goods being able to
enter Afghanistan through Pakistan.
Mr. Karzai told the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, that he would
take up the matter with his Pakistani
counterpart, Pervez Musharraf, next
month.

Two agreements were signed be-
tween India and Afghanistan — one
in the field of civil aviation and the
other in media and information.

An External Affairs Ministry
spokesman announced that Indian
Airlines would begin flying the Del-
hi-Kabul sector from March 27.

He said India. had completed
work on television satellite uplink at
Kabul and downlink at 10 provincial
capitals in Afghanistan. Work had
also begun on the restoration/ aug-
mentation of television hardware in
Jalalabad and Nangarhar provinces.
India’ will be taking up the next
phase of augmentation of TV cov-

erage though additional satellite
links.

Dr. Singh congratulated the peo-
ple and the Government of Afghan-
istan on their achievements in the
last three years. “The elections held
in October 2004, which also resulted
in President Karzai becoming Presi-
dent, were pointed out as a land-
mark in the history of Afghanistan,”
he said.

Dr. Singh told Mr. Karzai that In-
dia remained committed to provid-
ing economic and technical
assistance to Afghanistan. New Del-
hi had already committed up to
$400 million and was executing pro-
jects in all parts of Afghanistan in
areas such as hydropower, road
construction, agriculture, industry,
telecom, education and health.

India also committed itself to
fund and execute the construction
of a power transmission line from
Pul-e-Khumri to Kabul as well as a
sub-station at Kabul. This project
would address the acute power
shortage that prevails in the Afghan
capital, the spokesman added.




/¥light to Ka

Statesman News S

NEW DELHI, ¥eb. 24, —
indian Airlines will start a
regular flight on the Delhi-

Kabul sector from 27
March after a gap of sixteen
years.”

This was decided as part
of the MoU in the field of
civil  aviation agreed
between Afghanistan and
India during a three-day
working visit of President
Mr Hamid Karzai today
after extensive discussions
with Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh. The sec-
ond MolJ was on media
and information, whereby
India will augment the tele-
vision coverage in Afgh-
anistan with further satel-
lite uplinks and downlifiks,

The subject of trade cor-
ridor through Pakistan also
came up during discussions
between the two - delega-

Dr '\Aanmohan Smgh with the Afghanlstan President Mr Hamid
Karzai in New De|h| on Thursday. — PTI

tions, with Mr Karzai pro-
mising to pursue the matter
with the Pakistani
authorities. -

Presently, Afghan goods
are allowed to transit
through Pakistan to India,
but a similar right is not
given vice versa. The
Afghan and Indian delega-
tions, led by President Mr
Karzai and Prime Minister
Dr Singh held discussion
for nearly an hour, followed
by a signing ceremony for
the two countries. Dr Singh
also hosted a working lunch
for the Afghan delegation
members.

According to the MoU
on civil aviation, the Indian
government will be provid-
ing experts and manpower
to set up the civil aviation
system in Afghanistan for
everything ' from airport
management and mainte-
nance of aircraft. This
would include training in

ul 16 yr&on

areas of airport manage-
ment, air traffic control and

‘ navigational aids.

Further, it was
announced from 27 March,
Indian Airlines will operate
from Delhi to Kabul, via
Anmritsar. The last Indian
Airlines flight to Kabul was
in 1989 when it was operat-
ing twice a week.

The bilateral accord on
media and information
allows for greater interac-
tion between mediapersons
of India and Afghanistan.

An MEA spokesperson
said that the work on televi-

" sion satellite uplink at

Kabul and downlink at ten
provincial capitals in
Afghanistan have been

completed under the
Indian government’s assis-
tance programme.

“Work has commenced
on augmentation of TV
hardware in Jalalabad and
Nangarhar province. India
will be taking up the next
phase of augmentation of
TV coverage though addi-
tional satellite uplinks and
downlinks,” he said. India
has already committed
$400 million for economic
and technical assistance of
Afghanistan. The Prime
Minster pointed out to the
Afghan president that out

‘of the $100 million for

financial assistance

‘announced in Tokyo in

January 2002, $96 million
has already “been tied up”.

The new  projects
announced by India today
were the construction of a
power transmission line
from Pul-e-Khumri tc
Kabul. An expans1on of
cold storage capacity 2
Kandahar is . also i
the pipeline.
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‘ Correspondent ("
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 22, For the first
time since the February 1 royal
coup in Nepal, India today for-
mally stated that military sup-
plies to the Gyanendra regime
had been halted.

“In view of the current dis-
turbed conditions in Nepal, it is

> Military

supplies

a fact that no military supplies
have been delivered since Feb-
ruary 1,7 the External Affairs
Ministry spokesman said today.
Ever since the coup, India
has been mulling over the ques-
tion of whether or not to sus-
pend military supplies to Nepal.
India, the United States, Eu-
ropean Union and Britain have
been acting in concert on Nepal
—- all four made a synchronised
withdrawal of ambassadors
from Kathmandu recently.

‘Continuous review’

“The issue of military suppli-
es to Nepal has been under

= ~
cﬁti us review taking into
account the evolving situation
in that country,” the spokes-
man said today in response to a
specific question on whether or
not military aid had been sus-
pended.

By referring to the “contin-
uous review” phrase, India also
seemed to leave open the possi-
bility of resuming military as-
sistance to Nepal in case there
was an improvement in the
“disturbed conditions” that
currently prevailed there.

India had been an enthusi-
astic supporter of extending
military support to the Nepa-

pal halted

lese Government prior to the
rayal coup of February 1.

The Indian view at the time
was that the Royal Nepalese Ar-
my had to be armed and
equipped in order to combat
the Maoists.

Though there have been a
number of speculative reports
in the press that Indian military
assistance to Nepal had been
suspended, the External Affairs
Ministry spokesman’s com-
ment today is the first confir-
mation that no military
supplies had been sent to Nepal
after King Gyanendra’s take-
over.
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~ ‘India watching Nepal situation’

Y\“) \0\ ky it Baruah

NEW DELHA FEB. 18. “We will see
what we cdn do if things do not
change. We do not want in
anyway to hurt the people of
Nepal ... we continue to hope
that His Majesty [King Gya-
nendra] will sooner rather
than later restart the political
processes which will encour-
age the political parties to get
together, eventually leading to
elections in Nepal and the
constitutional monarchy func-
tioning as such,” the External
Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
said today.

Responding to a question on
“what more” India could do
about Nepal, Mr. Singh said
that New Delhi was watching
the situation “very, very care-
fully.” Speaking at a joint press
appearance with his British
counterpart, Jack Straw, Mr.
Singh said the Indian Ambas-
sador to Nepal, who was in

spraotm

J—

Delhi for consultations, would
be returning to Kathmandu on
Sunday with a “verbal mess-
age” for King Gyanendra.
Referring to his talks with
Mr. Straw on Nepal, he said In-
dia and Britain noted that the
international community had
strongly deplored the recent
developments in that country
constituting a serious setback
to the cause of democracy.
“We agreed on the urgent
need for (the] restoration of
normal democratic processes,
release of political prisoners
and the lifting of censorship
on the media. The U.K. and In-
dia would continue to be in
close touch with each other
concerning further develop-
ments in Nepal,” he said.
India and Britain, along with
the US. and the European
Union, in a coordinated move,
recently pulled back their am-
bassadors for a week “for con-
sultations” to express their
it sy Fadbagl ek

< oo N

displeasure at the King's ac-
tion of seizing power on Feb-
ruary 1.

Speaking at the Federation
of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCD, Mr.
Straw said that when these
ambassadors returned they
would make it clear that “we
are united” in the desire to see
the restoration of representa-
tive government, the start of a
meaningful peace process,
with respect for human rights,
and the goal of a stable, multi-
party democracy.

“Both the Indian and the
British Governments believe
that recent developments have
been a setback to those objec-
tives. And we have made clear
to all parties in Nepal that it is
unacceptable to seek political
change by violence. Peace will
come only through all the
Constitutional forces working
together,” Mr. Straw said.

“The situation in Nepal is for

you a problem in your back-
yard, but it is a matter of con-
cern for the United Kingdom
too. Because of the nature of
today’s world, we know well
that conflict in one region has
the potential to affect us all: to
fuel extremism and terrorism,
block economic progress and
spread instability far beyond
its immediate area. So the
need to work together to build
and maintain stability is at the
heart of our foreign policy
around the world,” Mr. Straw
added.

Si%ﬂﬁcant step in
India-Pakistan ties

Welcoming the decision to
begin a Srinagar-Muzaffara-
bad bus service, Mr. Straw
said: “I know from my talks
both in Pakistan and in India
how significant this step is,
and how positive is the signal
it sends of commitment to the
peace process and meeting the
human concerns of the people
of Kashmir.”

“I know indeed that many of
my own constituents [(in Bri-
tain] will be delighted by this
development. There is, of
course, still a long way to go,
but 1 salute the courage of both
governments. And I warmly
encourage them to take fur-
ther steps to resolve all the is-
sues between them, including
Kashmir, and in so doing en-
hance regional security,” he
said.

At the joint press appear-
ance, Mr. Straw said that pro-
gress had been good on the
India-Pakistan peace process.
“So, it is worth hanging in
there ... I know from my Pakis-

tani constituents and from my
Indian constituents that what
they look forward to is a nor-
malisation of relations, and in-
crease  in trade  and
cooperation and visits, so o
each side the big existentj

19 FEB 2005




Instability along its northern borders is unhealthy for India

After the sock in the eye

ndia’s garrulous foreign min-
ister has received a sock in
the eye. This gentleman, on
induction in office last May,
had chosen Kathmandu as
his first official port of call. He lost
no time to declare India’s total sup-
port to King Gyanendra in his fight
against the forces of terror, mean-
ing the Maoists entrenched in
roughly three-fourths of Nepal’s
total territory of 150,000 square
kilometres. Free flow of arms and
other materiel to subdue the com-
munist insurgents was promised.
Of course, one important condition
attached to the support at least by
implication: the king must main-
tain a kind of sweet understanding
with the land-locked nation’s tradi-
tional parties; the fig leaf of democ-
racy should remain undisturbed.

The king has breached with con-
tempt his part of the mutual com-
mitment. He has presented New
Delhi with a stark choice: democrat-
ic pretensions are expendable, if the
Indian authorities want Nepal to be
a bastion of the war against the
Maoists, they must put up with the
monarch’s bidding; multi-party
democracy is a luxury King Gya-
nendra would not permit.

It is for New Delhi to make up its
mind whether to go along with the
king. The situation presents New
Delhi with some grim alternatives.
What he has done by packing off his
democratically elected ministers
and clamping unabashed autocratic
rule is bound to strengthen further
the already powerful Maoist net-
work in the country; patriotic Nepal
citizens, who want to oppose the au-
thoritarianism of the Shah dynasty,
are henceforth bound to flock in
vastly increased numbers towards
support of the rebels. It is unthink-
able, for domestic reasons, for the
government of India to support the
Nepal Maoists. But to endorse King
Gyanendra’s actions would cause a
first-class international scandal,
with again grave domestic conse-
quences.

route from the dilemma. The

prospects of nurturing an in-
digenous political party in Nepal,
which would swear by democracy
and yet oppose the Maoists, is likely
to grow dimmer in the aftermath of
the recent developments. It will in
any case be difficult to blame the pa-
triotic Nepalese for their expected
shift to the Maoist camp. The
Maoists, after all, have been most
consistent in their opposition to
hereditary monarchy. That negotia-
tions with them have collapsed oc-
casion after occasion is directly at-
tributable to their insistence that
the starting point of any arrange-
ment to establish viable peace in the
country must be abolition of the
monarchy. Following the Gyanen-
dra coup, it is the point of no return
in Nepal: one is either for monarchy
or for the Maoists; an intermediate

T here is hardly an easy escape

" GUTTING CORNERS

V' ASHOK MITRA

position — as the traditional parties
had sought to stick to — isno longer
possible. And since the views of
these parties have ceased to be rele-
vant, their very existence is now in
peril.

There is also the other issue,
which polite society pretends to be
not worthy of mention. One of the
principal functionaries of the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoist), the
architect-cum-economist, Baburam
Bhattarai, had his education in
north Indian universities. He wrote
in the late Seventies a doctoral dis-
sertation for the Jawaharlal Nehru

similar coyness in the matter of
land reforms. The reason is obvi-
ous. In addition to the Ranas, their
leaders too could be major victims
of reforms.

But perhaps New Delhi’s allergy
towards the Nepal Maoists has a
deeper significance. It has been ac-
tually a tale of three landlocked
countries with three hereditary
rulers. Indira Gandhi took care of
Sikkim’s Numgyal three decades
ago. After some initial grumbling,
China accepted the fait accompli.
That however still left two other
monarchies: one in Nepal and the

Without the fig leaf

University, The Nature of Underde-

velopment and Regional Structure of

Nepal: A Marxist Analysis. It should
have been, but unfortunately has
not been, compulsory reading for
the ministry of external affairs and
the ministry of home affairs in New
Delhi. Bhattarai’s book describes in
frightening detail the grim nature
of inequality in land distribution in
Nepal. The medieval age, it would
seem, has decided to park itself in

that country forever irrespective of

developments elsewhere in the
world. Despite the so-called democ-
ratization of the political system
initiated by King Mahendra, little
has been done over the last fifty
years to carry out meaningful land
reforms; communist influence has
as a result spread with extraordi-
nary rapidity in the Nepal country-
side and amongst the young intelli-
gentsia. The traditional parties —
who generally maintain fraternal
links with the Indian establishment
— have not only an ambivalent atti-
tude on the issue of removing the
monarchy; many of them betray a

other in Drukyul, otherwise known
as Bhutan. While Nepal proved
troublesome, Bhutan has been
India’s pocket borough. It is only
one-third Nepal'’s size and has bare-
ly one-sixth of the latter’s popula-
tion. Even so, its king, Jigme Syn-
gye Wangchuk, is India’s most obe-
dient servant. By an agreement
signed with the British crown in
early 20th century, Bhutan surren-
dered its external affairs to the
paramountcy of India’s viceroy and
governor-general. With New Delhi
inheriting that arrangement in
1947, Bhutan’s vote in the United
Nations became India’s proprietori-
al prerogative. Should Nepal be
overrun by the Maoists, the pres-
sure to democratize Bhutan and dis-
solve its absolute monarchy would
be unbearable. In that event, India
would lose its second vote in the
United Nations.

All this makes for a muddled pic-
ture. The legacy of close relation-
ship between the leadership of the
present ruling party in New Delhi
and that of the Nepal National Con-

gress further renders it further
awkward for New Delhi to eschew
the beaten track in Nepal. The
South Block strategists would seem
to have made up their mind. The
coup notwithstanding, they have re-
portedly agreed not to suspend
arms aid to the king. In the changed
circumstances, that however might
not be enough. It should therefore
be no surprise if, in the course of
the next fortnight or thereabouts, in
spite of initial American reserva-
tions, Condoleeza Rice descends on
Kathmandu and chooses to shore up
the monarchy, with India’s man-
darins turning the other way.

fairs of the People’s Republic
of China may however have

things to say in the event of such a
development. Till now the Chinese
authorities have been exceptionally
correct on issues concerning Nepal.
They have given no chance to any-
one to suspect them of offering di-
rect or indirect assistance to the
Maoists there. But the situation can
change dramatically if the confu-
sion in Nepal is sought to be used as
an excuse by the US administration
to extend the toehold it has already
established elsewhere in central
Asia. Every action has its reaction,
even if it is debatable whether the
reaction is always equal and oppo-
gite. Once the United States of
America shows its hand, the Chi-
nese authorities too might find it
relatively easy to despatch material
assistance, including military
equipment, to Nepali insurgents;
the contiguous nature of the bor-
ders of the two countries would
help such infiltration of weapons.

It is for New Delhi to decide
whether instability of this nature
along its northern borders is
healthy, and welcome. The Ameri-
can intrusion can perhaps be avoid-
ed if the government of India
stands aside and encourages
Nepal’s traditional parties to come
to an understanding with the
Maoists on the basis of an agreed
programme which underwrites the
multi-party democratic process.
Such an understanding will imme-
diately sound the death knell for
monarchy, and even the Americans
will not dare to intervene. . .

Admittedly, the Indian authori-
ties have to take info account other
considerations. Nepal as a land-
locked country is heavily depen-
dant on India for ingress and exit of
both men and goods. Given the sig-
nificant presence there of Indian
business and industry groups, the
urge to butt in in that country’s af-
fairs is not easily controllable.
There is, besides, an aching in the
heart as well, caused by the threat
represented by any talk of demo-
cratic reforms in Bhutan which a
settlement in Nepal might set off.

Can New Delhi though build
non-destructible dikes against the
tide of history for ever?

T hose who preside over the af-
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‘Delhi thm;@r

king

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Islamabad, Feb. 15: India has
decided to continue turning
the screws on King Gyanendra
to release political leaders,
student leaders and human
rights activists and restore
democracy. -

New Delhi believes that the
Nepal king has isolated him-
self with his retrograde ac-
tion. The so-called “China
card” that Nepal kings are
prone to play on Indian sensi-
tivities has also been rendered
somewhat meaningless. The
US is understood to have con-
veyed to India that it would
persuade China not to fish in
troubled waters in Nepal.

Yet another indication of
India’s desire not to endorse
the actions of the Nepal mon-
arch is that Amnesty Interna-
tional is now going to hold its
media briefing on Nepal in the
Indian capital on Thursday.

The very mention of
Amnesty International used
to be anathema to New Delhi
earlier. However, now, Irene
Khan, the secretary-general of
Amnesty International, who
was in Kathmandu assessing
the human rights situation, is
returning to Delhi tomorrow
in preparation for a major
media briefing on Nepal.

“Who are we to tell anyone
whether to hold or not hold a
press conference in India?” an
official accompanying the ex-
ternal affairs minister to Afg-
hanistan and Pakistan said.

Such feigned ignorance
notwithstanding, what is true,
however, is that Amnesty In-
ternational did not want to
embarrass India in any way
and had been indirectly told
last week to take the press con-
ference elsewhere. Amnesty
was thinking of Bangkok as
an alternative to New Delhi.

But the obduracy of the ki-
ng and his inability to hear
what India and the internatio-
nal community have been adv-
ising him of late have brought
about a qualitative change in
thinking in Delhi.
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Indeed, according to
sources, external affairs min-
ister Natwar Singh apparently
almost gave the Nepalese am-
bassador Karna Dhoj Ad-
hikari a list of issues that
India would like the king to
consider to retrace his steps.
The ministry of external af-
fairs later released this as a
summary of the conversation
between Singh and Adhikari.

“The king should realise
that no one in the internation-
al community is with him,”
said a senior government
source. He added: “As for mili-
tary aid from India, all of it
has stopped, including what
was in the pipeline.”

Policemen rest in
Kathmandu. (Reuters)

However, India is not going
to take extreme steps in the
hope that the king can still be
persuaded to see sense and re-
store what he has undone.

The Indian official posi-
tion seems to be that the king
should initiate action to work
out a common strategy with
the political parties to tackle
the Maoists.

While the revival of Parlia-
ment remains a way out, Indi-
an officials believe that it may
not be an immediate prospect
and are willing to support a
progressive movement to-
wards that goal. (See Page 8)



‘Kathmandu, with clarity

India must continue to engage actively with the
%3 world and its own neighbours on Nepal \$\ 1/

GIVEN its geographical and po-
litical proximity to Nepal, it is
inevitable that India’s stance on the
royal coup in the Himalayan king-
dom would have a resonance that
gaes far beyond South Asia. New
Delhi’s refusal to play along with
King Gyanendra’s grand ambition
to concentrate all power in the
palace is in sync with Washington,
Brussels and London —a consensus
underlined by the calibrated recall of
their ambassadors in Kathmandu. In
almost identically worded state-
ments, all these entities have dema-
-nded that the king reinstate multi«
party rule in Nepal, restore civil
freedoms and release political pris-
oners. It is not just the West. Nepal’s

citizens — including those based in*

India — have made fervent appeals
1o India to support the restoration of
democracy in Nepal.

The king today is therefore sand-
wiched between an intransigent inter-
national community, on the one hand,
and an increasingly restive nation, on
the other. His coup has achieved the
impossible task of uniting Nepal's
fractious polity. The six Nepali politi-
cal parties that have formed a united
front for the restoration of democracy
in their country have also appealed to
India to stop military assistance to
Gyanendra. Meanwhile the Maoists
are bearing down on Kathmandu by
imposing a punishing blockade. Gya-
nendra, in other words, is in an ex-

Npyy Ny

tremely vulnerable -position land
shouldbe more sensitive to suggestion
than ever before, if only for his own in-
terests — and this is the moment that
New Delhi would like to emiploy. Basi-
cally, India would not wish to see the
kingdom destablised because it be-
lieves that the only gainers from politi-
cal chaos would be the Maoists. India
would therefore want continuity with
change in the region with the king
rolling back his draconian interven-
tion and allowing multi-party democ-
racy to fill the power vacuum. Any
peace talks with the Maoists can only
take ptace after this happens.

The big question is, will King Gya-
nendra oblige with the urgency that the
situation demands? That depends on
two factors: the king’s threat percep-
tion and India’s success in conveyingits -
concerns on Nepal even while working
toachieve its central purpose — the re-
instatement of muiti-party democracy
in the kingdom. In many ways, the two
factors are interlinked. King Gyanen-
dra-must continug to feel the wrath of
the world for the draconian measures
he hasimposed on his own peopleand
India must do its bit to ¢nsure than he
does. At the same time, New Delhi
must continue to engage actively with
the world and its own neighbours on
this vexed issue, both through formal
diplomatic channels, as well as through
the clear media articulation of its posi-
tion. For India’s foreign policy makers,
this is as challenging as it comgs:

RESG
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‘On military hardwatre, India
makes it harder for Nepal

- ® King risks losing assistance from major

. SHISHIR GUPTA
| NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 14

ambassador S S Mukherjee for
consultations,

Washington, on its part, is
reviewing its $12 million mili-
tary assistance to Kathmandu.
Under Section 508 of the For-
eign Operations Act, the US
can stop weapons and military
assistance to countries where a
© duly-elected head of govern-
' ment is deposed.

The Bush administration can
also invoke the so-called democ-

' racy sanctions agamst Kath-
| mandu. Washington is currently
| consulting its ambassador James
(
I

i Moriarty and trying to work out
! whether democracy sanctions
| kick inif a head of government is
I deposed by a head of state.

S ——— i

NEPALS biggest donors,
including India, today
turned up the heat on King
Gyanendra’s government as
his envoy was told to lift all
restrictions on political par-
ties.

If he fails to comply, the
King risks losing mihitary as-
sistance and the very arsenal
with which he had hoped to
combat the Maoist threat.

As reported by The In-
dian Express, New Delhi ha}d
already frozen military aid
to the new government. It

I now turns out that this deci-

sion was taken even though
the Indian defence estab-

( lishment had wanted the as-

sistance to continue.
The United States and

Polltlcal leaders from Nepal in New Delhl on Monday. PT/ | A

also threatened to follow In-
dia’s lead as they review
their aid to the new dispen-
sation.

This morning, India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Nat-
war Singh spelt out the gov-
ernment’s stand to the
Nepalese ambassador
Karna Dhoj Adhikariin no
uncertain terms.

Singh made it clear that
India favoured bringing po-

A '~ 15
Hin

J/

donors
B

i
B
{
!

monarch be able to make '
some headway on the |
Maoist problem. ‘ ;
There are indications ,
that Kathmandu has asked | -
for 100 days from the inter-
national community to roll
back the freeze on political
activity. Officially, however,
South Block insisted that
King Gyanendra’s govern-
ment had not spelt out any
time frame. Meanwhile.

| ing donors to Nepal, have

On hardware, India makes it harder for for Nepal

Britain, the other two lead-

only then

litical parties on board as

would the

New Delhi hasrecalled its
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

MILITARY ASSISTANCE
INDIA (RS 374 CR)

M Ranjit/ Lancer Helicopters: 2

e

London, which had
promised defence assis-
tance to the tune of 6.5 mil-

. . . Tion pounds, will also re-
_ , ' AN view the military aid. Its
B Advanced Light Helicopters: 2\ (S i

@ 105 mm light field gun: 7

B INSAS rifles: 28,000

B Medium Machine Guns: 180

B Ammunition (rifle): 1.23 ¢ rounds
US($12MN)

 M-186rifles: 20,140

I Communication equipment, night vision de-
vices and bullet-proof ciothing

UK: (6.6 MN POUNDS)

B Mi-17 helicopters: 2

W Explosive ordnance disposal gear

B Communication equipment for six battalions

1 ¥ 9
s

developmental aid will
continue as this goes to the
people of Nepal.

New Delhi, meanwhile,
overruled its own defence
establishment when it de-
cided 1o play hardball with
Nepal.

The Army in particular,
wanted the military aid to
continue as it feared that
China or Pakistan would
step in. Pakistan had al-
ready made a token gesture
in that direction in January

when it offered Rs 50 lakh in
military  assistance to land-
locked Nepal.

The UPA government. how-
cver. assessed that with the US
mounting pressure on the King.
there was no question or either
China or Pakistan turning
Nepal's military saviour.

It tigurcd that Beijing would
not want another North Korea
on its hands if the Maoists came
to power in Nepal.

And with Pakistan President
Pervez Musharrat already under
pressure to demit his job as
Army Chief, New Delhi figured
that he would want to stay out of
the complications in Kath-
mandu, i
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- India for
““ﬁztoration
of democracy

. ]
«.in Nepal
o v

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, FEB. 14. The External
Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh,
today called for the immediate
restoration of democracy in Ne-
pal and the Foreign Secretary,
Shyam Saran, said that India’s
military assistance to Kathman-
du was under “constant review.”

In other developments, six
Nepalese political parties called
for the “overthrow” of the mon-
archy. In a tough message, Mr.
Singh told the Nepalese Ambas-
sador to India, Karna Dhoj Adhi-
kari, that it would be “desirable”
ifimmediate steps were taken by
his Government to release politi-
cal leaders, journalists and hu-
man rights activists, restore
media freedom, reinstate multi-
party democracy and evolve a
national consensus to address
the Nepal’s problems.

An official statement said that
the meeting took place at the re-
quest of Mr. Adhikari. During the
meeting, Mr. Singh conveyed In-
dia’s position as spelt out in its
February 1 statement following
the assumption of executive
powers by King Gyanendra. “The
External Affairs Minister empha-
sised that India wishes to see a
stable, peaceful and prosperous
Nepalinitsneighbourhood,” the
statement added. SixNepali par-
ties, including the Nepali Con-
gress and the Nepal Communist
Party, said they would launch a
struggle to restore democracy in
their country. “We also appeal to
[the] international community
in general to rise to the occasion
... None of them, India in partic-
ular, should be seen as strength-
ening the military hand of
Nepal,” a joint statement by the
parties said and added that only
then could India win “the love,
goodwill and friendship of mil-
lions of Nepalese.”

“King Gyanendra has mur-
dered democracy along with the
Constitution of Nepal, obtained
in the wake of the glorious peo-

Britain recalls
Ambassador

I
\g LONDON, FEB. 14.Britain today
| recalled its Ambassador in
| Kathmandu, Keith Bloom-
| field. Announcing this, the
s Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw,
} said: “We strongly support
constitutional monarchy and
) multi-party democracy in
* Nepal and want to see a sus-
. tainable peace process. We
continue to cal upon
Maoists ta end violence and
for both sides to return to the
negotiating table..."— PTI
U.S. reaction: Page 11

ple’s movement of 1990. Today,
in Nepal political leaders have
been arrested and persecuted ...
civil rights are abrogated,” the
statement said. The parties
called on all “peace-loving, dem-
ocratic and patriotic” Nepalese
people to close ranks and defeat
the “personal, autocratic ambi-
tions of King Gyanendra.”

About India’s stand in the
wake of the position taken by the
Nepalese political parties that
the monarchy should go, Mr. Sa-
ran said at the India Internation-
al Centre that this was a decision
for the people of Nepal to take,
not for India.

India would deal with whatev-
er government was there in Ne-
pal, Mr. Saran maintained. New
Delhi’s sympathies lay with the
democratic and secular forces in
that country. According to him,
abandoning democracy is not
the answer to Nepal’s problems,
Indiawas trying to get thisacross
to the monarchy in Kathmandu,
If sending an Indian representa-
tive to Kathmandu served a pur-
pose, then New Dethi would not
shy away from the task.

Later in the evening, India’s
Ambassador to Nepal, S.S. Muk-
herjee, met Mr. Singh at his
South Block office here.

—
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LOOKING AHEAD: Mulrilaieral gestures from India may change King Gyanendra’s mind

o /R
W\
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to declare an emergency in
Nepal, sack his government
and assume direct control has con-
fronted India with the most acute
foreign policy dilemma that it has
ever faced: to back the king in what
is bound to become an all-out con-
flict with the Maoists; or to back
away from him and let Nepal slip
out of India’s sphere of influence as
he goes looking for new patrons.
New Delhi’s immediate condem-
nation looked like a knee-jerk de-
fence of the principle of democracy.

KING GYANENDRA'S decision

- But it was anything but that. The

Indian government had been aware
of King Gyanendra’s increasing
restiveness, and had been coun-
selling patience for some time. It
had, therefore, plenty of time to de-
cide what it would do if he took the
bit between his teeth. The king's
growing frustration was easy to
understand. The Maoist insurgency
had been going on for nine years. A
succession of elected governments
had failed both to crush the move-
ment and to bring the Maoists into
the political mainstream. A cease-
fire had been painstakingly negoti-
ated in January 2003. But endless
rounds of talks had brought the
Maoists no closer to accepting the
1991 Constitution.

In the meantime, the strife had
disrupted Nepal’s economy, and
choked off the revenue from
tourism upon which it depended for
most of its foreign exchange. The
Maoists were using the lull to con-
solidate their hold on the rural areas
of the kingdom. By some estimates,
they now controlled 75 per cent of
the country. The political parties had
proved incapable of resolving the
problem. The king had, therefore,
acted out of desperation. This wasa
very different action from that of his
father, King Mahendra, who had de-
clared an emergency in 1960 mainly
because of his personal dislike of
Prime Minister B.P. Koirala.

If, despite this, New Delhi has felt
it necessary to express deep con-
cern over the king’s action, to can-
cel Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Bangladesh at the last minute to
avoid meeting the king, and pre-
vent the new Army Chief, Gen, J.J.
Singh, from receiving the honorary
generalship of the Royal Nepal
Army (RNA), it is because it is ut-
terly convinced that the king has
made a terrible mistake. By elimi-

STREET THEATRE: A Nepalese soldier, Kathmandu

nating the elected government
from the political arena, he has en-
tered into a direct confrontation
with the Maoists. Since the prime
purpose of the Maoists, ever since
they first sought power through
elections in 1991, has been to abol-
ish the monarchy, there is now no
room for compromise. Renewed
conflict is, therefore, round the
corner and, given the forbidding
terrain of Nepal outside Kathman-
du valley, and its relatively small
army, it is a conflict that the gov-
ernment cannot win.

King Gyanendra may not be
aware of this. Like all his predeces-
sors, he is surrounded by a coterie
of sycophants who tell him what
he wants to hear. The RNA, too, is fa-
natically loyal to the monarchy, and
may have given him an exaggerated
impression of what it could do if the
shackles of civilian control were
removed. (This is indeed what the
RNA's spokesman, Brigadier-Gener-
al Gurung, told the Indian Express
on February 4.) Finally, he is aware
of the deep reverence that ordinary
Nepalis feel for the monarch, whom
they regard as an incarnation of
Lord Vishnu. These considerations
seem to have persuaded him that
support for the Maoists will melt
away if he assumes direct control of
the anti-insurgency operations.

Delhi, however, knows from its
own bitter experience that most of
his optimism is based upon wishful
thinking. There were never more
than 500 active ‘A’ grade terrorists
in Punjab, backed by about 2,000
helpers and 5,000 sympathisers.
Yet, they tied up over 350,000 police,
military and paramilitary forces,
and unleashed a reign of terror

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

that claimed more than 50,000 lives
over the course of a decade. In the
same manner, there have never
been more than 3,000 active insur-
gents or terrorists in Kashmir. But
the resulting violence has claimed
around 60,000 lives and despite the
deployment of 375,000 military and
paramilitary personnel, J&K is not
yet fully under control.

In Nepal, the active Maoist cadres
are estimated to exceed 5,000. Event
in relatively friendly terrain, the
government would need half a mil-
lion soldiers to wrest control of
the countryside from them. But in
the mountainous terrain of Nepal,
where communications are primi-
tive and large stretches have no
motorable roads, even such large
counter-insurgency forces would
not suffice. Against this, the entire
RNA numbers less than 80,000.

The king’s precipitate action has
left India with Hobson’s choice. If it
backs the king in a direct conflict
with the Maoists, it will find itself
embroiled in a low intensity conflict
that cannot be won. As the conftict
intensifies, the stakes for India in
the king’s victory will rise and it
will find itself sucked ever deeper
into the war, What starts as a supply
of sophisticated arms to the RNA
could end by sucking Indian troops
into the conflict. After the IPKF’s
bitter experience in Sri Lanka, that
is the last thing India wants.

What is worse, the main victims
of the violence wiil not be the cadres
of the Maoists or the soldiers of the
RNA but defenceless villagers. While
the Maoists will terrorise them to
create safe havens for themselves,
the RNA will terrorise the same vil-
lagers to dissuade them from giving

v
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sanctuary to the Maoists or to pun-
ish them when they do. If the vio-
lence is prolonged, this will provoke
a large exodus into India. In the end,
the failure to crush the Maoists will
embolden India’s home-grown Nax-
als. They have already spread their
tentacles to 157 districts (about a
quarter of the country), but has so
far Jacked the popular support to
pose a serious threat to the State.
The alternative, to deny support
to the king, and refuse his request
for arms, is fraught with risks of
another kind. Under a 1965 agree-
ment, Nepal has the right to procure

. weapons from other countries if

New Delhi cannot, or will not, pro-
vide them. The king has sent signals
that if his request for arms is turned
down, he will turn to Britain, the
US, Pakistan and China. The US and
Britain are as reluctant to get sucked
into the Nepali quagmire as India,
but New Delhi fears that Pakistan
and China may not be able to resist
the bait. If either country establish-
es a permanent military presence in
Nepal, India’s northern ramparts
will be decisively breached.

New Delhi has temporised by
agreeing to send the arms that are
already in the pipeline, but defer-
ring a decision on agreements that
have not as yet been signed. Howev-
er, this can at most buy time. The
more difficult task is to persuade
the king to back away from his im-
pulsive folly and hand back power to
an all-party, national government.
This will recreate the buffer that ex-
isted between the monarchy and the
Maoists, and reopen the possibility
of finding a compromise solution
that brings the latter back into dem-
ocratic politics, while preserving
the monarchy in some form.

New Delhi will find it much easier
to persuade the king if it abandons
its insistence on bilateralism, and
involves the US, Britain and the EU
(and just possibly China and Pak-
istan) in the search for a solution.
Such a multilateral initiative stands
a far better chance of persuading
the king to restore democracy and
concede the Maoist demand for a
Constituent Assembly, while simui-
taneously reassuring him that it will
fully support the preservation of the
monarchy. It will also put far greater
pressure on the Maoists than Delhi
alone can, to accept a compromise
in the recasting of the Constitution
that the king can live with.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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-~ Opposition wants Indi

ﬂo play pro-

Kathmandu: Ten days into emergency and
suspension of democracy, the opposition in
Nepal wants India to play a pro-active role for
restoration of democracy in the Himalayan
Kingdom leveraging its unique position in
the common fight against Maoists.

India can apply moral pressure and link
its stand on normalising its relations with
Nepal, including collaboration on the mili-
tary front and economic assistance to restore
status quo ante before February 1 when King
Gyanendra seized power, imposed emer-
gency and clamped press censorshlp, former
foreign minister
Ram Sharan Ma- §
hat said in an in- §
terview.

The 54-year- [
old Nepali Con-
gress central
committee mem-
ber said simulta-
neously political
parties  within
the country are
planning to re-
group against the
royal moves for
re-establishment | 7 =
of democracy.

actlve role

three years and King Gyanendra would hold
elections and hand over power to people's
representatives.

Meanwhile, the United States has said that
Nepalese security forces have prevented its
ambassador from visiting senior political lead-
ers under detention and asked the Himalayan
kingdom to return to democracy and restore
civil liberties immediately.

Concerned over the actions of King Gya-
nendra, who sacked the Sher Bahadur Deuba
government and clamped national emergency
on Feburary 1, the US said it will “continue to

- ppress for the
restoration  of
civil liberties in

Nepal.” “The ac-

tions of the king,

in  summarily
dismissing the
government and
declaring a state
of  emergency
and taking re-
pressive  meas-
ures such as ban-
ning media and
jailing political
opponents, is
something that

“India should Po||cemen detain a human rights actmst in Kathmandu we view with the

leverage its posi-
tion on restoration of democracy and human
rights. One is the moral pressure linking it
with normalising relations with Nepal with
which it is cooperating on fighting the Maoists.
“India does not have to fear that Nepal will
get close to China because Beijing has its
own reservations in helping in the fight
against the Maoists. India has a clear edge.
Its military cooperation with Nepal is impor-
tant in the fight against the Maoist insur-
gency and New Delhi can use its advantage,”
New foreign minister Ramesh Nath
Pandey blamed political parties for imposi-
tion of emergency in Nepal. He said peace
would be restored in the kingdom within

greatest con-
cern,” state department spokesman Adam
Ereli told reporters in Washington.

Asked about the fate of detained political
activists, he said “the United States has
called for the king to release detainees, lift
house arrest and restore civil liberties and
freedom of the press. US ambassador to
Nepal James Moriarty made these points di-
rectly to the king when he met him on Feb-
ruary 7, and has also been meeting with
members of Nepal’s civil society.”

Nepalese security forces, however, “pre-
vented the US ambassador from meeting sen-
ior political leaders under house arrest in
Kathmandu ” he claimed. Agencies g
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CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 9: In the first ‘

official-level contact with the
/palace after the imposition of
emergency last week, India
has urged King Gyanendra to
take all steps to restore demo-
cracy in Nepal.

Indian ambassador Shiv
Shankar Mukherjee met the
king in Kathmandu this
evening and emphasised the
importance of bringing lead-
ers of political partiesintoa |,
broad national consensus.

Mukherjee is the third
envoy to have been given an
audience with the palace
after the king dismissed the
Sher Bahadur Deuba govern-
ment and assumed all powers
on February 1. Ambassadors
of the US and Britain have al-
ready met Gyanendra.

The Indian envoy asked
the king to lift restrictions
imposed on political leaders.

Many politicians have
been arrested or placed un-
der house arrest since Gya-
nendra seized power. While
the authorities say they num-
ber 43, political parties claim
it could exceed 100.

A former ambassador to
India, Lok Raj Baral, has also
been taken into custody. A
senior academic, Baral was

arrested as soon as he re-
ached Kathmandu by a late -
evening Royal Nepal Airlines
flight from Delhi on Monday.

Baral was in India to atte-
nd a workshop organised by
the Observer Research Foun-
dation, a Delhi-based think
tank. He had made brief ob-
servations on the situation in
Nepal at the workshop but
had not spoken ont against
the king.

An old friend who met
him here said Baral did not
think he would be detained.

Human rights groups
have spoken out against the
detentions, in comments that
appear to have provoked the
security forces to increase
surveillance on them or deta-
in them too.

Kapil Shreshtha, a mem-
ber of Nepal’s human rights
cominission, was arresied
while trying to leave the co-
untry for India.

Another prominent mem-
ber of the kingdom’s human
rights commission, Sukaran
Maharjan, is also reported to
have been detained.

Democratic forces in
Nepal have been mounting
pressure on Delhi not to sup-
port the king and to allow the
Nepalese people to decide the
role he should play.

India, for now, appears to
be keeping its options open.

At the meeting this even-
ing, the king explained the
reasons for dismissing the
Deuba government and im-
posing emergency.

Mukherjee urged a re-
turn to the democratic pro-
cess at the earliest. Delhi
also emphasised the impor-
tance of bringing leaders
of political parties into a
broad national consensus to
enable Nepal to face its politi-
cal and economic challenges.
For this, it was necessary to
lift all restrictions on them,
he said.




'India set to play realpolitik in Nepal~

( \Wdrani Bagchi/TNN 3\‘
New Dehhi: Engagement, not es-
trangement is the new Indian buzz-
word on Nepal. Having displayed
its displeasure about the royal
power grab in no uncertain terms,
India now looks prepared to play
the game of realpolitik.

The first signs that India is
ready to nuance its anger came
from defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who was quoted as say-
ing that Nepal’s affairs were an ‘in-
ternal matter’. The choice of words
is crucial precisely because it puts
an unseen barrier to how much In-
dia will involve itself in pushing
democracy in Nepal as against ad-

i/\’»omréésing its considerable security

interests. Interestingly, it also
echoes China’s reaction to the
Nepal crisis.
According to sources, wokd has
come from the highest levels of gov-
ernment that India would not leave
King Gyanendra high and dry.
There is an intensified effort for In-
dia to get face-time with the King,
who has not yet met Indian ambas-
sador Shiv Shankar Mukherijee.
One of the conduits habitually
used to gain access to the King by
the previous government was his
best friend and former business as-
sociate Prabhakar Rana. According
to sources in the government, this
channel has not yet been used in the

aftermath of the present crisis.

aid Gen Ashok Mehta, who
eads the track II process with
Nepal: “The King has bitten off
more than he can chew. There are
no spectacular military results:
Captains and majors are patrolling
editorial offices, practicing censor-
ship and managing the emergency.”

India’s response will be meas-
ured against Gyanendra’s real in-
tention, which has prompted the
renewed engagement call.

The terms of engagement will be
more carefully worked out this
time, but India will not leave the
field open for either China or any
other power to come fishing in
troubled waters.
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CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 9: After re-
fusing to legitimise the royal
coup in Nepal, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh indicated
that India had not shut the
door on its neighbour.

A PMO blueprint, which
set out the policy thrust areas
for the various ministries and
departments, spoke of a
“proactive engagement” with
the neighbours to “improve
border management” with a
focus on “related infrastruc-
ture development”.

According to the charter,
the foreign ministry has been
advised to explore “lines of
credit with a view to creating
opportunities for Indian busi-
ness and improving access to
needed raw material, includ-
ing energy sources”.

The defence ministry was
asked to streamline the pro-

our

7

curement procedugm order
to expedite acquisitions while
improving transparency and
accountability.

The home ministry was set
a six-month deadline by the
PMO to tackle “Naxalism/Le-
ft-wing extremism”.

The ministry was also
tasked to “tackle terrorism,
militancy and insurgency in
the Northeast and Jammu and
Kashmir as an urgent national
priority”. However, it was ad-
vised to implement a Jammu
and Kashmir reconstruction
plan.

Proposals were mooted to
revive the defunct National In-
tegration Council — which
was constituted in the Ayod-
hya era — and enact a model
comprehensive law to fight
communal violence.

In the social sector, Singh
outlined plans to table a bill on
education as a fundamental
right, ensure nationwide cov-

THE TELEGRAFH

gesture

erage of the mld day meal pro-

gramme, establish a national
commission on education and
ensure legal equality for
women in all legislation.

The PMO charter pledged
to “address the problems of
minorities in a comprehen-
sive manner”.

For starters, it will com-
mission a study by an institute
set up by former Chief Justice
A.M. Ahmadi to come up with
“tangible” suggestions within
the next six months.

His charter also promised
to . promote technical and
“modern” education among
minorities.

Realising that a pre-poll
commitment on quotas in the
private sector was not recel-
ved too well by industry and
opinion-makers, the PMO’s
“manifesto” merely spoke of
“promoting employment op-
portunities for scheduled
castes”.
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(HE BIGGER PICTURE: /ndia needs an effective policy to tackle the Nepal, Bangladegfi/c\/ises

A tale of two countries

boaA
ByManosJosur V¥ "“\/\y/

unifocal is that when some-

thing happens outside the
range of your vision, you cannot
quite get a fix on it. This is what
seems to have happened to India
over Nepal and Bangladesh. In the
last five years, while we have re-
mained fixated on Pakistan — tens-
ing for near-war in 2002, jockeying
for peace in 2003 and reveling in the
easing of tensions the year after —
two major crises have been unfoid-
ing in our neighbourhood.Hidden
to Indian eyes at least, Nepal and
Bangladesh have gone into crisis
mode, something that became evi-
dent only when the prime minister
cancelled his visit to Dhaka for the
Saarc summit.

In Nepal, the rise of the Maoists
has been a direct consequence of the
failure of parliamentary democracy.
India’s economic blockade of 1989
was the catalyst that compelled the
king to give up absolute monarchy
in the early Nineties. But its ele-
ments were the young activists who
were at the forefront of the anti-
monarchy struggle. Some of the
more radical participated in the gen-
eral election as the Samyukta Jana
Morcha, led by Baburam Bhattarai,
and won some seats. But widespread
corruption, quarreling politicians
and the continuing back-breaking
poverty in the country left them
disillusioned. Even a government
formed by the Communist Party ef
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninists) in
1994 did not change things.

The following year, the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
emerged, led by Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal aka Prachanda and Bhattarai,
that decided to launch an armed
struggle. By the end of 1996, despite
an ineffectual government cam-
paign, the Maoists had established
themselves in three remote moun-
tain districts in the west of the Hi-
malayan kingdom. Observers have
pointed to the inspiration that
Peru’s brutal Shining Path has been
for the Nepalese Maoists and their
tactics have not been very different,
establishing themselves in remote
mountain areas, killing alleged in-
formers and ‘class enemies’. Today,
they control 69 of the 75 districts of
Nepal. The primary target of the
Maoists is the monarchy, but to tap
nationalist sentiment, they also in-
veigh against Indian ‘hegemonists’
who allegedly prop up the oppres-
sive system.

The royalist coup provides only

o NE OF the problems of being

CLEARING THE MESS: Aftermath of a bomb blast at Sheikh Hasina’s rally, Dhaka

an-illusion of stability. Nepal, even
with the wholehearted help of In-
dia, cannot impose a military solu-
tion on the insurgency. The better
option is to press the Maoists hard
enough to bring them to the negoti-
ating table. But the ineptness with
which the situation has been han-
dled has tilted the decks in favour of
the Maoists. King Gyanendra lacks
the political skills to handle the
situation and has, through his ac-
tion, undermined the institution of
monarchy itself.

The developments in Bangladesh
have not quite precipitated as yet.
But make no mistake, our eastern
neighbour is in the throes of a deep
crisis where the political blood feud
between the two mainstream parties
has enabled forces of extremism to
grow exponentially. In the last year,
the opposition and pro-India Awami

League has faced bomb attacks au-

thored by radical Islamists, leading
to the death of several of their
prominent leaders. The ruling
Bangladesh National Party, which is
in an alliance with the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, is unable to do much and it
appears that the smaller Jamaat is
driving the larger party, which ap-
pears to be in a state of drift.

As in Pakistan, Islamisation
came to Bangladesh with the armed
forces. In 1977, the military dictator
Ziaur Rehman officially ended the
policy of secularism and made
recitation from the Koran a regular
practice at the meetings of his own
BNP His successor, HM. Ershad
(1982-90), went a step further and
made Islam the State religion. He
also revived the Jammat-e-Islami, in
the doghouse for its anti-national
role during the liberation struggle,
to counter the secular opposition.

When Begum Khalida Zia, widow
of Ziaur Rehman, became prime
minister in 1991, the Islamic forces
consolidated their influence. They
faced some check in the 1996-2000
period when Begum Hasina Wajed
ruled, but in the 2000 elections, the
BNP capitalised on the failures of
Begun Hasina and won a massive
victory, gaining 191 seats, with its
ally getting another 17 in the 300-
strong Parliament. No one has
charged the Jamaat with being re-
sponsible for the attacks, but its pres-
ence in the government has encour-
aged a climate of impunity in which
more radical groups like the Harkat-
ul-jihad Islami, Bangladesh and the
Jihad Movement have flourished.

Of particular concern are the
country’s Sylhet and Chittagong re-
gions. The former, where a number
of Indian insurgent groups are shel-
tered, has witnessed the highest
number of bomb attacks, including
one on the British deputy high com-
missioner last year. In the latter re-
gion, gun-running and lawlessness
became manifest when a huge ship-
ment of arms was seized as it was
being unloaded at a government jet-

'ty last year. Till now, no explanation

has been forthcoming about the ori-
gin and destination of the arms, al-
lowing the impression to grow that
the government is not really in con-
trol of things.

No matter from which angle ap-
proached, India has a tough call in
both countries. The intensely na-
tionalist Nepalese intellectuals, who
form the core of the Maoists, have
always resented India, as indeed has
the monarchy. India’s only friends,
the Nepalese Congress and the pro-
fessional classes, have not been par-
ticularly effective in putting across

their political message. In Bangla-
desh, India has had to stand by help-
lessly while friendly forces like the
Awami League are being ruthlessly
attacked. This is not surprising,
considering New Delhi has been
able to do little about the numerous
camps that shelter insurgents active
in the North-east for the past decade
and more.

But policy can neither be made
out of pique — it must carefully
think through the consequences —
nor can it afford to be squeamish. In
1989, the Indian blockade, criticised
across the world, played a crucial
role in bringing democracy to Nepal.
Countries like the US and Britain
have lined up with New Delhi in
criticising the king’s coup in Nepal.
Particularly after the attack on the
British official, alarm bells on
Bangladesh have been ringing in
Washington and London.

Contrary to some speculation,
China is unlikely to make much of
India’s dilemmas. Both countries
are so ‘India-locked’ that there is
little China can do, except to make
some token gestures, and there are
no reasons to believe that they are
interested in doing that either. In
1989, the decisive year for the
Nepalese monarchy, the Chinese
could have sent one convoy of fuel
supplies to blockaded Kathmandu,
but they did not, and compelled the
monarchy to deal with New Delhi.
Considering their own problems
with Islamic extremism, Beijing is
unlikely to encourage a situation
that would make Bangladesh a new
base for Islamic radicals. The more
likely option it has is to allow India
to stew in its own South Asian juice.

Clearly, the primary internation-
al responsibility for pulling the
Nepalese and Bangladeshi chest-
nuts out of the fire rests with New
Delhi. The issue is not leverage;
both countries are ‘India-locked’ not
only in geographical terms, but also
culturally. No country in the world
can have more leverage than India
has on Nepal — communications,
petroleum products, military sup-
plies, everything must pass through
our territory. India may not have
similar leverage over Bangladesh,
but it can make more than enough
trouble for any regime inimical to
India, if it so chooses.

The problem, however, and this
is not unique to India, is the ability
to translate our enormous power
vis-a-vis these countries into a
workable policy.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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RNA to India:
Please continue

v aid flow:*,

=

Policemen stand guard outside an Internet cafe in
Kathmandu on Tuesday

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Kathmandu: Nepal’s
Chief of Army Staff Gen.
Pyar Jung Thapa has re-
quested continued mili-
tary assistance from India.
In a meeting with Indian
ambassador Shiv Mukher-
jee Monday, Gen. Thapa
hoped that Indian military
assistance to the Royal
Nepalese Army (RNA)
would continue in the
changed political setup in
the Himalayan Kingdom.

Indian diplomatic
sources confirmed the
meeting and said the meet-
ing took place at the re-
quest of Gen. Thapa. “It’s
an evolving situation. In-
dia is reviewing some as-
pects of its relationship
with Nepal,” said Sanjay
Verma, first secretary and
spokesman of the Indian
embassy in Kathmandu.

India has been alarmed
by the royal coup launched
by King Gyanendra on
February 1, and has react-
ed angrily to the takeover
and imposition of emer-
gency rule in Nepal.

The military assistance
that India provides to the
RNA is significant and is
worth Rs 300 crore. It in-
cludes training of officers
and weapons such as the
INSAS rifle, ammunition,

7

mine-protected vehicles
and helicopters. Under the
assistance, Nepal has to
put only 30% of the cost of
the equipment and the
rest is borne by the Indian
government.

Indian sources say the
military assistance was pro-
vided to enable the RNA to
counter the increasingly vi-
olent Maoist insurgency, a
concern for both the neigh-
bours.

But King Gyanendra’s
coup has compelled the
government of India to re-
view the assistance. While
many analysts in Kath
mandu believe that direc:
military assistance wil
probably not suffer — tie:
between the Indian an¢
Nepali militaries ar
strong and goes bacl
decades — India also doe:
not want the assistance t¢
be used against the demo
cratic political parties,
who are now facing the
brunt of the king's direct
rule and emergency.

Many of their top lead-
ers, including former
prime ministers Girija
Prasad Koirala and Sher
Bahadur Deuba, have
been put under house ar-
rest, and hundreds of po- |
litical activists and lead-
ers have been rounded up-
since the coup. > -~

~ Ed

0 FEB 2009

THE TIMES oF INpi




4 e A ,
~'Delhi seeks date with monarch

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Feb. 8: India has
sought a meeting with King
Gyanendra to discuss the “po-
litical turmoil” in Nepal fol-
lowing his decision to dismiss
the Sher Bahadur Deuba gov-
ernment and assume all pow-
ers to run the violence-prone
country.

Sources said the meeting

was sought by the Indian am-
{ bassador in Kathmandu, Shiv

Shankar Mukherjee, yester-
day. A formal response from
the palace is yet to come but in-
dications are that the meeting
— the first official-level con-
tact with the king after the
“political coup” on February 1
— will take place in the next
few days.

But democratic forces in
Nepal are mounting pressure
on New Delhi not to support
the king and to allow the
Nepalese people to decide
what role he should play.

“India has to make it clear
whether it will continue to
support the king or whether it
will leave it to the people of
Nepal to decide whether or not
the monarch should continue
to play a role in the country's
affairs,” said Pradip Giri, a
senior ideologue and a close
adviser of the dismissed
Prime Minister.

Giri added that India, as
the largest democracy and the
biggest arms supplier to
Nepal, will have to take a clear
stand on the crisis in the coun-
try.

“India has the right to
know where the arms it is sup-
plying to Nepal are going. It
should make it clear to the
king that the arms are not
meant to be used by the RNA

."

CONNECTING WITH THE WORLD

Foreign tourists check their email at a cybercafe at Thamel, a tourist centre, after the government restored
telecommunication services in Kathmandu. (AFP)

against innocent and defence-
less peopie of Nepal,” Giri
said.

He is among the many
democratic leaders from
Nepal who are now in India to
try and create a strong pres-
sure group to force King Gya-
nendra to take steps to restore
democracy.

A similar appeal was also

made by the Nepal Sadbhavna
Party (Anand Devi faction). Its
leader, Rajendra Mabhato,
today appealed to the interna-
tional community and India in
particular for cooperation in
the efforts to save democracy.
The proposed meeting be-
tween Mukherjee and the king
in Kathmandu gathers special
significance in the backdrop

of these developments.

The Nepalese ambassador
in Delhi, Karna Dhok Ad-
hikary, said the neighbours
should both remain “compati-
ble” to safeguard their vital in-
terests.

Although Delhi appears to
be unhappy with the king's ac-
tion, senior officiais in South
Block have made it clear that

India will continue to keep its
options open and stay in touch
with Gyanendra.

The political turmoil in
Nepal has India worried about
the growing influence of
Maoists in the country.

But Giri said it is time that
India started looking beyond
the king at the “emerging
forces” in Nepal.

Delhi steals
march over
Beverly
Hills

P FROM PAGE 1

A total of 115 nominees posed
for a group photo
tured Leonardo

film’s director,/Taylor Hack-
ford.
In the fronrow in front of
Australian actress Cate Bla-
nchett was dithinutive British
actress Imelda Staunton, up
for a best actfess nomination
in Vera Drafe, a role that is
giving her international rec-
ognition forfthe first time.
Asked how the nomina-
tion had ¢hanged her life,
the Britisl] actress dead-pan-
ned: “I anf totally changed. I
won’t do gny domestic duties
A atall”
R And then when asked if
‘»/ the nomijation had led to her
being offpred more roles, the
49-year-old Staunton said: “I

RITTEN WITHAGENCY
REPORTS

Army fears arms leak

SUJANDUTTA

New Delhi, Feb. 8: The Indian
Army and security establish-
ment is concerned that arms
meant for the Royal Nepal
Army may end up reaching
militant rebels because the
ability of Kathmandu’s mili-
tary to secure supply lines is
doubtful.

With the Maoists calling
for a blockade from February
13, protesting the Kking’s
move, the RNA will be severe-
1y challenged to secure sup-
ply lines. In New Delhi,
sources in the security estab-
lishment point out that even
if equipment is airlifted to
Kathmandu, much of it will
have to be transported by
road to the interiors.

India’s suspension of mil-
itary supplies to the RNA in
the wake of the king’s power
grab is driven not only by po-
litical and diplomatic pres-
sures but also by security
compulsions. The Indian se-
curity establishment cannot
articulate its assessment of
the RNA's military ability be-
cause that would impinge on
diplomatic relations and on
itself. The Indian Army has
been the RNA's strongest
prop.

But, former military offi-
cers say there is adequate
reason to fear that the rebels
can attack supply lines. In
the past too the rebels have
raided or ambushed the RNA
and looted weapons that have

Police personnel stand guard on a lorry in Kathmandu
on Tuesday. (Reuters)

not been recovered. Indeed,
guns, ammunition and war
materiel looted from the
army possibly make up a
bulk of the Maoists’ arsenal.

Securing supply lines for
amilitary operation in an in-
surgency situation requires
a large number of troops.
“The RNA will have to raise
its manpower to at least
1,50,000 before it can be con-
fident of taking on the
Maoists,” wrote Major Gen-
eral (retired) Ashok K.
Mehta in a journal of the
United Services Institution.
The RNA currently has
about 78,000 troops and is in

the middle of an expansion
programme,

During a three-day strike
immediately after the king’s
proclamation on February 1,
the rebels had felled trees
and put up obstacles to block
highways. Nepalese authori-
ties have since claimed that
the highways have been
opened.

The royal army has
launched air strikes in
Nepal’s western and mid-
western regions signalling
the renewal of an offensive
against the rebels, using
Cheetah and Chetak helicop-
ters, supplied by India.

The RNA chief, General
Pyar Jung Thapa, invited the
Indian ambassador to Nepal,
Shiv Shankar Mukherijee, to
army headquarters in Kath-
mandu on Monday. The army
chief requested India to con-
tinue with its military assis-
tance. Kathmandu is also un-
derstood to have pointed out
that its procurement of mili-
tary equipment was based on
an agreement that Nepal will
source the hardware from
any third country only if
India fails.

“The rebels hold enor-
mous firepower which is
spread throughout the coun-
tryside. In addition to arms
procured in the private mar-
ket and robbed from house-
holds throughout the coun-
try, those snatched and loot-
ed from government forces
comprise about 1,600 .303 ri-
fles and a large number of
magnum rifles, pistols, shot-
guns, sten guns, 7.62 rifles,
SLRs, 9-mm SMGs, 7.62
LMGs, rocket launchers,
mortar bombs, explosives, a
huge quantity of ammuni-
tion and other accessories.
Only a tiny fraction (about 15
per cent) of the arms looted
from the security forces has
been recovered so far,” wrote
Ram S. Mahat, a former fi-
nance minister and foreign
minister of Nepal and mem-
ber of the central committee
of the Nepali Congress, in a
publication on India-Nepal
relations.
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Left
keeps
distance
on protest

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 8: The CPM
and the CPI will not join the
protest demonstration
planned by Maoists here on
February 13 — the same day
that their counterparts in
Nepal propose to launch a
massive nationwide campaign
and bandhs in that country.

A CP1 leader said the Left
parties are not willing to
plunge into unbridied protests
on Nepal. However, “on Febru-
ary 24, we will have our own
convention in Delhi on
Nepal”, he said.

“India’s position on Nepal
is delicate. There is strong
anti-India sentiment among
the population,” the leader re-
marked. So, the strategy
planned by the mainstream
Left parties is an indirect one.
The parties want to keep up
the pressure on the United
Progressive Alliance govern-
ment, which in turn would
pressure King Gyanendra to
lift Emergency in the Hi-
malayan kingdom.

Nepal-linked political and
civil rights organisations here
have also written to the Left
parties, asking them to inter-
vene to restore normality
“You should facilitate political
introspection and dialogue be-
tween the democratic and pro-
gressive forces in Nepal. If the
Indian government is not in-
terested in helping democratic
forces in Nepal then the demo-
cratic parties here can play a
supportive role,” some rights
groups said in a “note to Indi-
an democrats”.

“India, along with others,
supported the monarchy even
as parliamentary democratic
forces were being scattered.
The Maoists already had an
ideological and tactical advan-
tage. They began acquiring
technical parity by capturing
arms that were meant to finish
them off,” the note said.

The Left also believes that
the crackdown is not just on
Maoists but on human rights
organisations, media and the
political parties. Yesterday,
one of the human rights com-
missioners in Nepal, Kapil
Shreshta, was barred from fly-
ing to Biratnagar in eastern
Nepal. He was going there to
open a branch of the country’s
human rights commission.

The CPM and CPI have al-
ways had antagonistic rela-
tions with Maoists since the
Naxalite movement erupted in
Bengal in 1967. Over the
decades, the hostility has less-
ened but not to any great ex-
tent. The CPM’s latest draft po-
litical resolution makes this
quite clear.

“The Naxalite groups
which rely on armed squads
are active in certain pockets in
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand and Bihar.
They have a disruptive stance
which targets all bourgeois
and Left parties without dis-
tinction,” says the CPM. /
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- _King in Check

()‘\" India should take up ™"’
w}’& Nepal issue in UN M
£

New Delhi may consider Nepal to be in its strategic
sphere of influence’, but clearly King Gyanendra has
other ideas. Why else would he cock a snook at India and
effect such a dramatic coup d’etat? It is time for New Delhi
to shed its customary ambiguity and address the problem
head-on. But first we must get over our go-it-alone mindset.
In today’s globalising world, no one should consider
geography crucial to its strategic influence. So, it would be
in India’s interest to internationalise the Nepal crisis and
try to win over as many nations as possible to our point of
view. It is imperative that India take the issue up at the
UN and lobby to work out a consensus on the best way to
restore democracy in Nepal. As we have seen, Beijing,
Islamabad and Dhaka have been trying to fish in troubled
waters by insisting that the king’s abolition of democracy
is an internal matter for Nepal. Bangladesh, ever eager to
put India down, has added its voice to this chorus. If we
were to bring up the issue at the UN, China, Pakistan
and Bangladesh would be hard put to explain why they
support a move inimical to democracy. It would also
expose their own undemocratic systems of government
as being the reason for their energetic espousal of
King Gyanendra’s action.

The British have already been unequivocal in their
condemnation of the king’s move and have even hinted
at sanctions. Washington too has been critical of this
suspension of democracy in the Himalayan kingdom.
This makes New Delhi’s task easier. The advantage of
going to the UN is that any step taken to get the king to
reverse his action acquires greater legitimacy Our
focus should be on getting King Gyanendra to revert to his
position as a constitutional monarch since New Delhi
accepts that the two pillars of governance in Nepal are the
monarchy and the political parties. India should help
enable the Nepali people to voice their opinion on what
sort of political system they would like, and whether the
monarchy has a valid role to play in it. Meanwhile, we
should put pressure on the king by cutting off the arms
supplies which we have so generously provided in
the past. But under no circumstances should New Delhi
be seen to do anything detrimental to the people of this
desperately poor nation. Any verdict we are able to secure
in the UN cannot be dismissed lightly by an already
isolated king. This will ensure a speedy, and hopefully
lasting, solutjo to the Kathmandu crisis.
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HE recent turn of events in
T Nepal is a cause of worry for

the West Bengal government.
Apprehensive about an increased in-
flux of Maoists from across the
lengthy border the state shares with
the neighbouring country, chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee on
Monday asked Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh for Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP) deployment along
the border.

This is not the first time the West
Bengal chief minister has ap-
proached the Prime Minister with
the request for ITBP deployment
along the border in Darjeeling dis-
trict. The IPO—km Indo-Nepal corri-

7 Nepal turmoil .
worries Buddha

@(E)}{:s a cause of concern for the

state. The ethnic affinity of the peo-
ple on both sides of the border in
Darjeeling makes West Bengal a fer-
tile ground for Maoists, who are not
easily identifiable among the people
of the region.

Under the Indo-Nepal treaty, peo-
ple of both countries can travel to ei-
ther side without a passport.

The chief minister raised another
concern that was worrying his state
— the 12th Finance Commission. He
told the Prime Minister that the inter-
estrate on small savings was high and
this did not work in favour of West
Bengal since it took maximum loan
from it. He sought a decrease in the
interest rate. Mr Bhattacharjee
demanded a special central assisfance
for North Benga{l‘. p r\

Che Economic Limes
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‘Nepal leadersin
reports

el
Tndiae
~India;

Statesman News Service

DEHRA DUN/ NEW DELHL
Feb. 6. — The imposition of emer-
gency in Nepal has forced many of
its political leaders to cross the
border and take refuge in Utta-
ranchal, according to local news
reports. Such leaders include for-
mer Nepal education minister Mr
Difendra Bood who has reportedly
taken refuge in the bordering
Banbaswa arca of Champawat dis-
trict of Uttaranchal since Saturday.

Another leader. Mr  Vinay
Dhwaj Chandra of Nepali Con-
gress, has addressed a press meet
at Champawat where he urged
Delhi to help reinstate democracy
in Nepal. Some Nepalese leaders
have also reportedly entered Pit-
horagarh district of Uttaranchal.
They include Nepali Congress
leaders Mr Narendra Singh Bisht
and Mr Vishu Dutt Joshi, and

CPN leaders Mr Ishwari Kharel

and Mr Nar Bahadur Dhami.
Union home minister Mr Shiv-
ra) Patel refused to react on the
matter when asked by The States-
man at Dchra Dun tonight. He

said he was not aware about the -

arrival of Nepalese leaders. The
Champawat DM, Mr GK Dwiv-
edi, too denied any such influx
and said the inflow of Nepalese in
his district was “normal”,

Bengal, Bihar alerted
Central Intelligence agencies have
alerted police of all states border-
ing Nepal about possible infiltra-
tion by Maoists  from the

THE STATESMAN

[VIIRAY]

Pro-monarchy supporters drive through
Kathmandu with portraits of the King and
the Queen on Sunday. — AFP

Himalayan Kingdom. Copies of an
“alert note” have been forwarded
to West Bengal, Jharkhand, Ass-
am, Uttaranchal and Bihar. The
note cautioned that the rebels
might strike in a big way in Nepal
as the ninth anniversary of their
struggle falls later this month.
Several Nepal Maoists have
managed to sneak into India in
the past week, said a Central
Intelligence official. “Their exact
number is not known, but we are
sure hundreds have infiltrated
into India. They have established
contacts with Ulfa and their link
with the CPI (Maoist) is not new,”
he added. India shares a 1,800-km

border with Nepal. }A/

More reports on
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ROYAL COUP: THE FALLOUT

Nepal Maoists dig

bunkers along

%\x/

N Bengal border

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, February 5

THE NEPAL Maoists are quiet-
ly but surely preparing for a
major battle with the Royal
Nepal Army. Reworking strate-
gies after the royal coup in
Kathmandu, Nepal Communist
Party (Maoists) leaders have
sent out urgent directives to
their cadres to dig trenches all
along the Indo-Nepal border in
North Bengal. Security agen-
cies on the Indian side are
closely monitoring the develop-
ments across the border to pre-
vent any spillover of trouble.

in fact, the Indian authori-
ties have significantly in-
creased the strength of the se-
curity forces that guard the
highly porous Indo-Nepalese
border along North Bengal.
The state police, the SSB and
the State Armed Police have all
joined hands to plug the border
holes. Commandos of the crack
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
will soon arrive to provide
back-up support. The new in-
spector-general of police for
North Bengal, K.L. Meena, told
Hindustan Times that the situ-
ation is being monitored very
closely.

What prompted the sudden
flurry of activities are inteili-
gence reports suggesting that
the Maoists have already built

"bunkers at Tapleyjung in East
Nepal This entire area is a

qﬁ“”\ﬁb

‘l I3

stronghold of the Maoists. Sim-
ilar bunkers have also come up
in Nepal’s Tlam district border-
ing the Darjeeling hills. Ac-
cording to the locals, NCP(M)
cadres came to this place on
Wednesday and told the people
to prepare for battle.

And the Maoists have reason
to rework strategies in the
wake of the royal coup in Kath-
mandu. The new Cabinet has
already declared that if the
NCP(M) doesn’t come to the ne-
gotiating table forthwith, the
army will be dispatched to
crush the rebels. On its part,
the Maoists have made it clear
that fighting the monarchy will
now be its priority.

Indian intelligence sources
say that once the going gets
tough for the rebels, they are
bound to take shelter on the In-
dian side. This has happened
before and the smaller towns of
the Darjeeling Hills and the
Dooars area are known to pro-
vide shelter to the Maoists.

There 1is an additional
headache for the Indian au-
thorities. The Bhutan Maoists
are believed to be providing lo-
gistics to their comrades in
Nepal and the Siliguri corri-
dor has become a hotbed of
rebel activities. The Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police has been
requisitioned to plug the
Bhutan border.

Related report on Page 2

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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AT A TIME when the direction of foreign policy
tends to be set by the strategic calculations of
what passes for ‘national interest’ rather than the
coordinates of a moral compass, it is commend-
able that India has chosen to take a clear stand
against the coup d’etat staged by King Gyanendra
of Nepal. By arrogating all power to himself, ar-
resting the leaders of political parties who have
never wavered in their commitment to a pluralist
democracy despite grave provocation from Na-
rayanhiti Palace, severing all communication
links within and from the country, and imposing
press censorship, the King has crossed a danger-
ous line. The takeover was timed with an eye to
the Dhaka summit of the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation. King Gyanendra
was counting on the February 6 event to provide
him the oxygen of legitimacy. By denying him
the resuscitating clasp of a handshake and the
flash of a joint photo-op, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh has acted in the best interest of
India, Nepal, and the region — and, in the proc-
ess, risen above other South Asian leaders. Post-
poning the SAARC summit will no doubt have
other costs and implications. But enabling a col-
lective South Asian legitimisation of the King’s
usurpation of power would have been deeply de-
moralising for the defenders of democracy in Ne-
pal.

In order to step up pressure on the King, Indi-
an policy now needs to go from the symbolic to
the substantial — from the denial of a photo-op

to the denial of arms and ammunition to the,
Royal Nepal Army (RNA). If New Delhi is serious

when it says a political solution to the Maoist
insurgency in Nepal must be found, it should
consider the impact the ongoing weapons rela-
tionship has on the mindset of King Gyanendra
and the RNA brass. India has supplied more than
Rs.400 crore worth of materiel to the Nepalese

MW:
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armed forces in the past three years. Until this
week, it could at least argue it was helping the
army of a democratic government. That fig leaf
has been blown away. Shutting down this arms
pipeline — even if, in consequence, the King
turns to other suppliers — will strongly reinforce
New Delhi’s position that a military solution to
the problem of insurgency is not possible. It will
also send a clear signal to King, Army, and politi-
cal courtiers that the reactionary coup of Febru-
ary 1 is, in a word, unacceptable where it counts_
most. D, daigube-
Part of the problem, however, is that India con-
tinues to look at the King, the RNA, and even the
multi-party system in Nepal in a mainly instru-
mental fashion. This means decisions on whom
to support at what time are taken primarily on
the basis of assessing who will be most effective
in crushing or modulating the Maoist insurgency.
However, democracy in Nepal is a necessity in
and of itself, even if it means the insurgents are |
sometimes able to take advantage of the often-
chaotic nature of democratic governance and
processes. In seeking a showdown with the
Maoists, King Gyanendra has shown that his real
target is the 1990 Constitution: it granted, in his
view, too many prerogatives to the political par-
ties and the people, especially Nepal's impover-
ished peasants and marginalised ethnic groups.
The Maoists, on the other hand, say the 1990
Constitution did ngt go far enough in recognising
people’s rights; they demand a new Constituent
Assembly to modernise Nepal's polity and system
of governance. King Gyanendra has foolishly en-
gineered a clash between these two visions of his
country’s future. The sordid drama he has staged
will no doubt take many twists and turns before
there is a denouement. But India would be wise to
begin the process of imagining what was incon- |
ceivable a few years ago: Nepal without a King.
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New Delhi: A question mark now,\langs
over what was virtually a “blank cheque”
issued by India to Nepal to step up supply
of military hardware and software to the
Himalayan kingdom, apart from further
bolstering bilateral defence cooperation.

With Nepalese King Gyanendra clamp-
ing emergency in his country, Indian
armed forces have decided to adopt a wait-
and-watch policy about the turn the mili-
tary-to-military ties will take in the com-
ingdays.

“Nepal has tried to play China against
India in terms of defence cooperation and
supply of military equipment in the past.
So, it was in our interest that we had
strong defence ties with Nepal. Now, we
are waiting for the situation to unfold,”
said an officer.

Ever since the agreement on recruit-
ment of Nepali Gorkhas in the Indian
Army in 1949, the two countries have had
strong military ties. The relationship be-
came stronger when Maoist insurgency
began gaining ground in Nepal around
decade ago. India supplied “huge quanti-
ties” of automatic rifles, machine guns,
mortars, mines and mine-protected vehi-
cles at “concessional rates” since it
viewed the Maoist insurgency as a
“shared security challenge”.

“Helicopters like Cheetahs and, recent-
1y, two Advanced Light Helicopters were

over Indo- Npal defence ties

supplied to them. On his visit here in Sep-
tember, Nepalese Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba provided us with another
list of weapons,” said an officer.

The Indian Army has also trained the
Royal Nepalese Army over the years at its
institutions like the National Defence
Academy, Indian Military Academy and
Counter-Insurgency and Jungle Warfare
School, among others. India was planning
to launch a pilot project to modernise the

Nepalese police with special focus on
counter-insurgency capabilities. “But
everything is uncertain now,” the officer
said.

The army has seven Gorkha Rifles (Ist,
3rd, 4th, 5th, 8th, 9th and 11th), with five to
six battalions (800-1,000 soldiers) under
each of these regiments. “Around 60% of
soldiers in our Gorkha Rifles hail from
Nepal, while the rest are Indian domicile
Gorkhas,” an officer informed.

SSB on alert to foil rebels’ influx

By Bisheshwar Mishra/TNN (

New Delhi: The paramilitary
Sashastra Seema Bal, which
guards the 1,751-km border
with Nepal, has beeh put on
high alert to ensure that
Maoist rebels from the Hi-
malayan kingdom do not cross
over into India.

Maoist rebels and major po-
litical leaders of Nepal appear
to have gone underground fol-
lowing the sacking of prime
minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
and his government and impo-

“Twenty-four hours after the imposition
«There has been ho movement from of emergency across the border, every
across the border,” SSB chief Himanshu thing seems tranquil. From where we are

sition of emergency by King Gyanendra.

Kumar said. at the border, we can’t see what’s happen-

ing inside Nepal but there has
been no movement. According
to information reaching here,
there has been no violence ei-
ther. However, one can’t say
. how long things will remain
¢ peaceful,” Kumar said.

§  Maintaining that the SSB

had taken all precautions, he
said, “We have intensified our
vigil and increased the pa-
trolling. The number of bor-
der outposts have been in-
" creased to reduce the distance
between them. This has been
done to ensure that the re-
grouped Mao1st rebels donot cross over to
this side and take shelter among their
sympathlsers among the Naxalite groups
operating in Bihar, UP and West Bengal.”

T =

Maoists on
the run could
be bad news

for India

By Mahendra Ved/TNN

New Delhi: Though Union
home minister Shivraj Patil on
Wednesday parried all ques-
tions on the internal security
implications from the develop-
ments in Nepal, it is clear that
India is preparing to meet any
eventuality.

If King Gyanendra cracks
down on the Maoists, India could
face an attempted influx of mili-
tants. But if Nepal does notact to
effectively contain the insurrec-
tion, in the long run, the ‘Com-
pact Revolutionary Zone' of
Maoists—which stretches from
Kathmandu, across Nepalese
territory up to Kanyakumari
and beyond, to the LTTE in Sri
Lanka—could widen.

The government has for
some time established a nexus
among these organisations, i
ncluding training and move-
ment of arms.

Security experts note that the
naxal movement in India, which
got consolidated recently when
the Peoples War and Maoist
Communist Centre of India
merged to form the Communist
Party of India (Maoist), had last
month issued a stern warning to
the government of India against
helping the Nepalese in combat-
ing the Maoists, threatening “re
taliatory action”.

With much at stake in terms
of internal security and politi-
cal stability in its volatile sub-
Himalayan region, especially in
the north-east, India cannot
play any direct role in Nepal. It
would have to confine its efforts
to training of Nepalese security
forces, security analyst and for-
mer top cop K P S Gill told TOIL

74




~% India’s Nepal stand driven by

" "concern for Maoist danger ,

By Siddharth Varadarajan

NEW DELHI: The principal con-
cern driving the Indian Govern-
ment’s policy towards King
Gyanendra is not democracy
but how his palace putsch is go-
ing to affect the Royal Nepal Ar-
my’s counter-insurgency
operations against Maoist re-
bels.

There is anxiety about the fu-
ture of multi-party democracy
there and even consternation
over the fate of political leaders,
but these are largely derivative
— not ideological — concerns.
What bothers New Delhi most
of all is the likelihood that now
that the King has cast aside the
protective buffer the political
parties provided him, the
Maoists are likely to increase
their influence.

For the Manmohan Singh
Government, the Maoist chal-
lenge in Nepal is fast emerging
as a key security concern. The
National Security Adviser, M.K.
Narayanan, for example, has
said on several occasions in the
past that the Naxalite move-
ment — given the linkages be-
tween the Indian groups and
the Nepalese Maoists — is the
biggest threat confronting the
Indian State. Though the
Maoists in Bihar, Jharkhand,
Andhra Pradesh and elsewhere
have origins deeply rooted in
the socio-economic realities of
the impoverished countryside,
New Delhi is anxious to deny
them the boost any Maoist ad-
vance in Nepal would inevitably

provide. The only hitch is that
as much as Nepal watchers here
would like to believe King Gya-
nendra has a plan to make the
Maoist insurgency go away, no
one believes the strategy he has
adopted has any chance of suc-
cess.

The promise of a more deter-
mined and effective military
campaign against the insur-
gents cuts no ice because the
King himself controlled the RNA

NEWS ANALYSIS

all along. Indeed, the Indian
Government had hoped that the
King would get the RNA to
adopt a “pro-active policy” in
dealing with the Maoists and
had provided as much as Rs.
450 crores in military assistance
to this end over the past three
years. In particular, New Delhi
wanted the Nepal Army to go
out on aggressive patrolling in
rural areas and secure the Birat-
ganj industrial zone and lines of
communication so that the Ne-
palese economy was not subject
to disruption by the Maoists.
But this did not happen. And
now that the King has put the
squeeze on the parliamentary
parties as well, the perception
here is that the RNA personnel
will increasingly be pressed into
policing duties in Kathmandu.
This will weaken the military
drive against the rebels and
help forge links between the
Maoists and the other parties,

especially at the grgssroots
level. i

YHE HINDU

For the past three years, the
scenario the Indian Govern-
ment envisaged was one where
both military and political pres-
sure would force the Maoists to
accept some kind of compro-
mise, a “soft landing” within the
ambit of Nepal’s system of con-
stitutional monarchy. That is
why — unlikely though it was
given King Gyanendra’s resent-
ment of the 1990 Constitution
— New Delhi advocated a “unit-
ed front” between the palace
and the parties to deal with the
political aspect of the problem,
and greater coordination be-
tween the RNA and Indian secu-
rity forces on the border to deal
with the military aspect.

Hope shattered

The King's coup has shat-
tered the Indian hope for a po-
litical compromise and left only
the military option on the table.

Despite its reservations about
the King's strategy, however, it
is clear that the Manmohan
Singh Government is not going
to terminate its military assist-
ance to the RNA or exert other
forms of overt pressure to force
King Gyanendra to reverse
course. The only change in the
Indian stand has been to drop
broad hints that by going down
the path of open confrontation,
the King is jeopardising the very
institution of monarchy.

The Indian Government's
statement on the coup paid
obeisance to the “twin pillars of
multi-party democracy and
constitutional monarchy” but

04

in calling on him to M

strategy, New Delhi was signall-
ing its belief that King Gyanen-
dra was cutting the ground
under his own feet. Officially —
and unrealistically — India still
believes there can be a soft
landing for the Maoists within
the constitutional monarchy,
that there is no mutual exclusiv-
ity. But like most Nepalis, Indi-
an officials know that if the King
keeps moving in the same di-
rection, he will make himself
more and more irrelevant. For
the past 50 years, support to the
monarchy has been a corner-
stone of India’s policy towards
Nepal. Today, however, New
Delhi has begun to think about
the possibility of a Nepal with-
out a King.

For the moment, the key to
Nepal’s political future, at least
as far as New Delhi is con-
cerned, continues to lie in the
ability of the King and the RNA
to prosecute the war against the
Maoists.

If King Gyanendra manages
to demonstrate a greater effec-
tiveness in running the counter-
insurgency campaign than the
Deuba Government did, India
will be willing to go along with
his three-year timetable for the
restoration of multi-party de-
mocracy.

But if the Maoists make mil-
itary advances — or their de-
mand for a Constituent
Assembly wins broad-based
support — all bets are off as far
as what the Indian strategy

would be.
avd
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“Maoist threat

5\‘{ real: King

Statesman News Service 9\/9\/:\(0\

NEW DELHI, Jan. 28, —
The Maoist insurgency in #
Nepal could become “mu- |
ch more serious than it is ge
today,” and this would
have negative implications
for both India and Bhutan,
King Jigme Singye Wangc-
huk of Bhutan said today.
Calling the threat real,
he said both India and
Bhutan share a common §
border with Nepal and | -
added that he sincerely “'m a smoker and 'm

hoped something good  trying to give it up;” said
would happen and politi- 40 King of Bhutan, where

cal partics in Nepal would N
take initiatives. Asked if a smoking is largely banned.

military solution — the way Bhutan dealt with insur-
gents living in southern Bhutan with help from the
Indian Army — was the answer, he said it was up to
the Nepalese to solve their problems. “We don’t want
the Maoist threat to go out of control. The situation is
deteriorating day by day. The Maoists control 69 dis-
tricts in Nepal,” he said. Clearly concerned, the King
added that sitting in Bhutan and watching, he has seen
the problem growing. In 1996, he pointed out, only
three districts were trouble-torn. Now, in many areas,
the Maoists were in total control.

Replying to questions about a “border problem” with
China, he said there was a small difference of views in a
few areas. The King ruled out full-fledged diplomatic
relations between China and Bhutan, saying his coun-
try had no ties with any of the five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council. But he added that
“even though we have no diplomatic relations with
China, we have good relations with China”. The
China-Bhutan border is about 450 km long.

29 JAN 2005  rye STATESMAN
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“Train to hut%n

Indo-Asian News Service
New Delhi, January 25

TRAVELLING TO Bhutan,
often described as the “last
Shangri-La”, will become
easier when the Himalayan
kingdom is linked by a rail-
way network under a land-
mark agreement signed with
India Tuesday.

A memorandum of under-
standing to connect five bor-
der towns in Assam and
West Bengal fo as many ma-
jor Bhutanese towns was
signed following talks here
between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk.

The king, who is on a six-
day visit to India, will be the
chief guest at the Republic
Day celebrations Wednesday
— a special gesture New Del-
hi extends to its close
friends. In the case of

2 6 JAN 2005

Bhutan, it is India’s way of
saying “thank you” for the
military crackdown it or-
dered in 2003 on anti-India
rebels operating from the
Buddhist kingdom of less
than a million people.

Under Tuesday’s agree-
ment, the two sides are to un-

THE HIDUST A

dertake feasibility studies
for the extension of the Indi-
an railway network to
Bhutanese towns.

The proposed links are be-
tween Hashimara (West Be-
ngal) and Phuentsholing by
an 18-km rail line with bifur-
cation to Pasakha, between

N TIVES

on k@hevanvil

Kokrajhar and Gelephu (70 °

km), Pathsala (Assam) and

Nanglam (40 km), Rangia -

(Assam) and Samdrup
Jongkhar via Darrang (60
km), and Banarhat (West
Bengal) and Samtse (16 km).

The agreement is part of
India’s overall strategy to
upgrade border infrastruc-
ture and connectivity with
Bhutan and other neigh-
bouring countries.

The two sides also signed
a pact to prepare detailed
project reports on two major
hydroelectric projects in
Bhutan — Punatsangchu
(Stage II) and Mangdechhu.
which together are estimat-
ed to generate 1,500 MW of
electricity. “Cooperation in
the power sector is one of
the hallmarks of our mutu-
ally beneficial relationship
with Bhutan,” the Indian
government said.



. v
- India, Bhutan to ex

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. Thimphu and
New Delhi today agreed to con-
duct feasibility studies to extend
the Indian railway network
from West Bengal and Assam to
Bhutan following talks between
the King of Bhutan, Jigme Sin-
gye Wangchuck, and the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh.

Details of the agreement pro-
vided to presspersons said the
feasibility studies would exam-
ine the following links: Hasim-
ara (West  Bengal) to
Phuentsholing; Kokrajhar (As-
sam) to Gelephu; Pathsala (As-
sam) to Nanglam; Rangiya
(Assam) to Samdrupjongkhar;
and Banarhat (West Bengal) to
Samtse.

The studies, to be conducted
by Rail India Technical and Eco-
nomic Services, will be funded

b at‘vovemment of India grant.
A statement from the External

airs Ministry said these stud-
ies would be completed within a
year.

The two countries also signed
an agreement on the prepara-
tion of detailed project reports
for the 990 Megawatt Punat-
sangchhu (Stage-II) and the 670
Megawatt Mangdechhu hydro-
electric projects. These reports
are likely to be completed in
two years.

“Cooperation in this sector
represents a win-win situation
for both countries. Bhutan re-
ceives a steady stream of reve-
nue and India obtains cheap,
clean energy to meet the grow-
ing requirements of its econo-
my.” A third agreement signed
in the presence of the Prime
Minister and the King of Bhutan
relates to institutional cooper-
ation in agriculture and allied

€ectors.

In a related development, the
King of Bhutan said: “Eyen as
we rejoice in celebrating India’s
Republic Day, it is with a sense
of deep sorrow that we recall
the terrible destruction and loss
of life caused by the tsunami
last month in the Indian Ocean
region.

“I wish to once again convey
the deep sympathy of the Gov-
ernment and people of Bhutan
to all the families in India affect-
ed by this unprecedented nat-
ural disaster.

Expressing satisfaction at the
state of Indo-Bhutan relations,
the monarch said, “Based on
genuine goodwill, friendship
and trust, it provides a shining
example of good neighbourly
relations and mutually benefi-
cial cooperation between a
large and powerful country and
a small, landlocked neighbour.

plore rallway link

For us in Bhutan, friendship
with India has always been the
comerstone of our foreign pol-
icy. For her part, India has reci-
procated with true friendship
and generous assistance to our
nation building process ...

“I wish to inform our Indian
friends that the process of
bringing about political chang-
es in Bhutan has reached a very
important stage with the draft-
ing of a written constitution
which has just been completed.
I would like to express our deep
appreciation for having re-
ceived valuable advice and con-
tributions from our friends in
India. In drafting the constitu-
tion, we attached the highest
importance to the establish-
ment of a parliamentary de-
mocracy that will provide good
governance and fulfil the aspi-
rations of the people of Bhu-
tan,” the King said.

/
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/Bhutan King to
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be chief guest
at Republlc Day

& Our Diplomatic \&0
t
Corresponden /\}C\\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck of Bhutan
arrived here today on a five-
day State visit during which he
will grace the Republic Day cel-
ebrations as chief guest. It is |
for the first time a King of Bhu- |
tan has been accorded this
honour.

The External Affairs Minis-
ter, Natwar Singh, called on the
King and welcomed him to In-
dia, the Ministry’s spokesman
told presspersons.

“He [Mr. Singh] expressed
great satisfaction with the state
of our bilateral cooperation
which he said had brought im-
mense benefit to our two
countries.”

“He thanked Bhutan for the
exemplary action to flush out
Indian insurgent groups that
had established camps i
southern and eastern Bhutan|
It was agreed that cooperdfioh
on security issues would be
further strengthened,” the
spokesman maintained.

In turn, the monarch
thanked India for the support
and assistance for Bhutan’s de-
velopment programmes. Mr.
Singh reiterated India’s com-
mitment to support Bhutan’s
Ninth Plan and the projects in
diverse sectors that included
education, culture, agriculture,
telecom and infrastructure de-
velopment.

Hydropower sector

The External Affairs Minister
pointed out during the meet-
ing that cooperation in the hy-
dropower sector represented a
win-win situation for both
countries and was one of the
main pillars of the India-Bhu-
tan partnership.

During the visit, the King will
hold talks with the President,
APJ. Abdul Kalam, and the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh.

He is also scheduled to meet
the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA)  Chairperson, Sonia
Gandhi, and the Leader of the
Opposition, L.K. Advani.



“Now, Bhutan

knock on, state

. ’\r
Pramod Giri S §>
Siliguri, January 21

THE STATE’S border districts in
North Bengal appear to be facing a
gradual encirclement by Maoist
rebels active in neighbouring coun-
tries. First it was Nepal; now, it’'s
Bhutan as well.

A sudden spurt in the activities of
the three-and-a-half-year-old Com-
munist Party of Bhutan (Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist) is adding to the
worries of intelligence agencies
monitoring Maoist activities in Ne-
pal, as the Bhutanese foothills had,
till recently, provided a natural san-
ctuary to various Indian rebel gro-
ups. Sources say the situation could
turn infinitely more complex, if the
Indian rebels and the Bhutanese
Maoists — who already have a wor-
king relationship with Nepal Mao-
ists — arrive at an understanding.

The Maoists in Bhutan are not
only demanding the “repatriation
of the more than a lakh of Bhutan-
ese refugees currently living in UN-
HCR-sponsored camps in East Ne-
pal” but also the establishment of
democracy in the country. This was
published in an article carried by a
Gangtok-based monthly. The maga-
zine interviewed a section of the
BCP(MLM) leaders living in UN-
HCR camps, who revealed many un-
known facts about the party.

-~

8108

i
A file photograph the India-Bhutan
horder at Samdrup Jhonkar.

They claimed the BCP(MLM),

‘formed on November 7, 2001, had a

presence in 16 of Bhutan’s 20 dis-
tricts, including capital Thimpu.

Formed along the lines of the
Nepal Communist Party (Maoists),
the BCP(MLM), like its counterpart
in Nepal fighting monarchy, aims at
overthrowing the monarchy in
Bhutan. The BCP(MLM), however,
denies being directly backed by the
NCP(M). The leaders also said that
party’s central committee was yet
to be formed, leaving the party to be
run by a 17-member organising
committee, headed by general sec-
retary Biklap.

So far, 200 Bhutanese youth have
already undergone arms training

ao1sts

order ™
and the party has also formed its
women, peasant and students’
wings.

The BCP(MLM) believes that the
ouster of more than one lakh people
of Nepalese origin from Bhutan
was not the effect of ethnic cleans-
ing but the result of the ruling
classes’ dominance over the have-
nots. One of the interviewed youths
said people belonging to the Nalong
and the Sarchop communities were
as badly suppressed inside Bhutan
as those of Nepalese origin. Ac-
cording to the magazine, “non-
Nepalese Bhutanese are also mem-
bers of the BCP(MLM)”. “Right
now the party is engaged in
strengthening its base inside
Bhutan and is fully equipped to face
any retaliatory action from the Gov-
ernment,” said one of the Maoists.

According to intelligence offi-
cials, the BCP(MLM) could become
a cause for headache for the Bhutan
government, as it has already join-
ed hands with other Maoists organ-
isations in South Asia in general
and the Nepal Maoists in particular.
It was only a matter of time, they
said, before this new Maoist party
disturbed the peace in the region.

Meanwhile, senior police officers
said West Bengal was fully pre-
pared to tackle the new menace and
would ensure that the state was not
used for any anti-Bhutan activities.



" India, Nepal resolve

By Our Diplomati W
X \( Correspondent qk‘) :
NEW DELHI, JAN. 20. India and Ne-
pal have exchanged views on
strengthening cooperation in
combating “terrorists”, crimi-
nals and other elements en-
gaged in activities inimical to
the interests of both countries, a
statement from the External Af-
fairs Ministry said today.
Following two days of talks
between the Home Secretary,
Dhirendra Singh, and his Nepa-
lese counterpart, C.P. Shresh-
tha, the statement said both
sides discussed security-related
issues of mutual interest.

“The Nepalese side th
the Indian side for the contin-
uous support provided ... in
dealing with the challenges
posed by the Maoist insurgen-
¢y. In this context, a specific ref-
erence was made to the recent
programme launched by the
two Governments for modern-
isation of the Nepal police by
providing high-quality training
in counter-insurgency and
equipment,” the statement said.

Following the discussions,
the texts of the Extradition Trea-
ty and the Agreement on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in
Criminal Matters between Ne-
pal and India were finalised and

A

tp fight terror

initialled. “The two sides agreet
to expeditiously complete thei
internal procedures to enablt
early formalisation of thest
agreements. Once implement:
ed, these instruments woulc
significantly strengthen the le-
gal framework for combating
crime and terrorism.” India and
Nepal had also launched several
projects for improving infras-
tructure along the border and
better rail and road connectiv-
ity, the statement said. These
projects would not only facili-
tate trade and transit but would
contribute to better border
management and enhanced se-
curity.

2 1 JAN 200



/ Red alert along
. Nepal border

Statesman News Service

GUWAHATL Jan. 18, — The Indi-
an government is planning to im-
pose “certain restrictions” on Indi-
ans travelling to Nepal in the wake
of the upsurge in Maoist violence in
that country. On the other hand a
red alert has been sounded along
the entire Indo-Nepal border.

Talking to reporters here this af-
ternoon, Union minister of state for
home, Mr Sriprakash Jaiswal, in-
formed that there might be restric-
tions on travel to Nepal from India
even as vigil had been mounted
along the entire 1,690 km long Indo-
Nepal border.

“Governments of West Bengal,
Sikkim, UP, Uttaranchal and Bihar.
which have borders with Nepal, have
been instructed to remain alert
against possible ‘adverse fall out” of
Maoists upsurge in the neighbouring
country. The number of Special Se-
curity Bureau battalions deployed
along the Indo-Nepal border is being
doubled to foil possible attempts by
Maoist guerrillas to infiltrate into the
country from Nepal,” Mr Jaiswal
said.

The Centre has also been tipped
off by various agencies about at-
tempts by the Maoist insurgents to
strike a nexus with militant outfits

THE STATESMAN

from north-cast India mcludmv the
banned Ula.

Regarding the government’s per-
ST RS 10 gain Dhaka’s coop~
eration w evicting North-east insur-
gents getting shelter in Bangladesh
Mr Jaiswal “informed that bilateral
talks between the two governments
on the issue had been “fruitful’ and
hoped Bangladesh would not provi-
de shelter to militants on its soil.

He, however, praised the Myan-
mar government for its response to
[ndia’s call to evict North-east Indi-
an insurgents from its soil.

About the lack of progress in
peace talks with the Bodo militant

outfit, National Democratic Front

of Bodoland, which declared unilat-
eral ceasefire over three months
back, the minister said the govern-
ment was still “trying to fathom the
sincerity of the outfit”,

Terming the overall internal se-
curity scenario in the country as “by
and large peaceful”,

have been assured all possible help
from the Centre.

“We have asked them to acceler-
ate the development process and
tackle unemployment so that Nax-
alites find it tough to lure vulnera-
ble youths into their ranks,” the
minister said.

1.9 JAK 2005

Mr Jaiswal ~
said all Naxalite-affected states



India-Nepal border in
focus to stop Maoists

Rahul Karmakar Wﬂ N(,]w
Guwahati, January 18

INDIA WILL be doubling the SSB
presence along the border with
Nepal in order to thwart attempts
by Maoist rebels in the Himalayan
country to penetrate the terai belt.

New Delhi had carried out a sim-
ilar experiment along the India-
Bhutan border a couple of years
ago. The deployment of extra SSB
personnel along the border had
netted an unprecedented number
of Ulfa, NDFB and KLO rebels af-
ter Thimpu launched Operation
All-Clear against the militants
camping in southern Bhutan.

“There’ve been reports of Maoist
rebels having infiltrated the states
bordering Nepal”, Union minister
of state for home Sri Prakash
Jaiswal said here on Tuesday. “Be-
sides coordinating with Kathman-
du, we are keen on increasing the
SSB strength along the border to
stop the subversive plans of the
rebels”.

Maintaining that the Maoists en-
Jioyed a nexus with Northeast mili-
tant outfits like the Ulfa, Jaiswal
did not rule out the possibility of
tthe latter sheltering Nepalese
17ebels in the region, as well as
1nneighbouring countries.

(.
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Rehel chief’s father
ready for peace

Nepal’s quest for peace has ulti-
mately led it to the father of un-
derground Maoist chief Push-
pakamal Dahal, aka Comrade
Prachand. The Human Rights
Organisation of Nepal (Huron)
claims that Prachand’s 76-year-
old father, Muktiram Dahal, is
ready to lead its peace cam-
paign scheduled to begin this
spring.

On Monday, Huron president
Sudip Pathak and media per-
sonnel met the senior Dahal in
Bharatpur. Huron central com-
mittee member Bhimraj Ad-
hikari said, “The senior Dahal
said he was all for peace, but did
not comment on the people’s
war spearheaded by his son.”

HTC, Kathmandu

“These militants can go to any
extent”, he added. The Union min-
ister regretted the breakdown of
talks with another ultra-Left outfit,

the People’s War Group of Andhra
Pradesh.

The PWG had, on Monday, with-
drawn from the peace talks with
the Congress government led by
YSR Reddy. “We want the peace
process with the PWG to continue,
but the Naxalites cannot take ad-
vantage of the ceasefire and in-
dulge in violent activities”, Jaiswal
said,

The Union minister, however,
maintained that the internal secu-
rity scenario in the country was
much better than before, with Jam-
mu and Kashmir registering a rise
in the tourist inflow. “There’s been
a significant drop in violence in
J&K, and the tourist bookings au-
gur well for the next season”, he
said. On the threat by the NDFB —
it had declared a six-month cease-
fire from mid-October last year —
to take retaliatory action if the se-
curity forces did not cease opera-
tions against it, Jaiswal said the
outfit should first abjure violence.
“We need some time to ascertain if
any outfit is really serious about
shunning violence”, he added.

Jaiswal was hopeful about the
Ulfa coming for talks though he
said no headway could be made in
the dialogues between the outfit
and Mamoni Raisom Goswami. /

/
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Bullets flyat
India’s Nepal |
mission, 2 die
Kesl}gv \Zéadhan 9;‘(‘/‘ R(\j‘h

Kathmandu, January 18 4\"‘7"

BLOOD WAS spilled at the Indi-
an embassy in Kathmandu today,
with one of the mission’s Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
guards gunning down two col-
leagues and injuring another.

The embassy scrambled to
quell rumours of a Maoist at-
tack, issuing a statement that
the shooting stemmed from a
quarrel between two CISF
jawans last evening.

Preliminary reports said that
around 5.30 am, CISF jawan
Ravinder Rana fired at his col-
leagues at the barracks located
on the embassy compound. The

~dead have been identified as T.
Shankar and R. Kanan. The in-
jured, Bidesh Dutta, who was
shot in the thigh, is in hospital.

Though embassy officials did
not explain how Rana was dis-
armed, they said he would be
prosecuted under Indian laws. A
team of three CBI and two CISF
officials will fly to Kathmandu to
probe the matter.

The CISF contingent has been
stationed here to guard the em-
bassy, supposedly India’s biggest,
since last year following the spurt
in Maoist violence. There are past
instances of CISF personnel
shooting their colleagues. In May
last year, CISF constable Namdeo
killed a deputy commandant and
held a group of colleagues host-
age at a Mumbai airport.

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES 18 JaN 2005
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-ROAD TO DEMOCRACY

ﬂ x
ry"
is Majesty Jigme Singye
Wangchuck’s visit to India
in November was signifi-
cant in many ways. The Crown
Prince, Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck, was with him. Signifi-
cantly, the investiture ceremony
of the 24-year-old Crown Prince
as the Penlop (Governor) of
Chhoetse was held on 1 Novem-
ber. Indeed, the royal institution
of the Penlop of Chhoetse goes
back 350 years. Subsequently,
the future King would be made
the Penlop of Trongsa as a con-
vention. The first Wangchuck
King, Ugyen Wangchuck (1907-
26), had held this post before he
was elected Druk Gyalpo (King)
in 1907.

The King and Crown Prince
met various Indian leaders, in-
cluding President APJ Abul
Kalam, Vice-President BS Shek-
hawat, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, external affairs minis-
ter K Natwar Singh, Congress
president and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, and former Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpdyee.
They also met other people from
various segments of Indian
society.

Guest of honour

The 49-year-old Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, the fourth and the
longest-serving King of Bhutan,
will be the guest of honour on
the occasion of Republic Day.
This, indeed, would be the rare
occasion for any head of state or
government, for that would be
the second such honour by India
to its closest friend. The King
had earlier been the guest of
honour in the 1980s during the
prime ministership of Indira
Gandhi.

On his part, the King chose
the occasion to meet leaders of
the new UPA government. Whe-
ther privately or officially, King
Jigme has been visiting India
after the installation of almost
every new government in New
Dethi to show Druk-yul’s (Bhu-
tan’s local name) closeness to
Indian government and people.
The Crown Prince, too, has been
visiting Bhutan’s southern, eas-
tern and western neighbours ra-
ther frequently. Though unable
to speak Hindi, he enjoys Indian
cuisine, films and songs. In fact,
he is plannmg to be associated
with various Indian universities,
having completed this education
at Oxford University.

India’s minister of state for
external affairs, Rao Inderiit
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to attend the ceremonies when
the Crown Prince assumed the
title of the Chhoetse Penlop.
This occasion was also utilised to
sign a bilateral agreement that
would ensure smooth implemen-
tation of projects funded by
India in Bhutan,

According to a press release of

since the days of the thlrd
Wangchuck King, Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck, Bhutan has been,
under the existing milieu, wit-
nessing a movement towards de-
mocracy under the monarchy.
King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck
introduced the representative
institution of Tshogdu (National

the foreign ministry of Bhutan,
the “Implementation Mecha-
nism” signed by India and Bhu-
tan in Thimphu on 20 October
will replace individual MoUs for
various projects under India’s
assistance. The press release
also stated that the mechanism

would provide a system where .

India-assisted projects could be
reviewed and the implementa-
tion regularly monitored. Addi-
tionally, it would provide a sys-
tem of auditing the project’s
expenditures.

The press release also stated
that the project monitoring com-
mittee, comprising members
from Bhutan and India, would
monitor India’s project-tied as-
sistance to Bhutan. The commi-
ttee will also see that the pro-
ject’s abjectives are fulfilled and
the funds are utilised properly.

Hydro-electric project

During his four-day stay in
Bhutan, Rao Inderjit Singh met
the Bhutanese King and Prime
Minister Lyonpo Khandu Wang-
chuk. India’s external affairs mi-
nister K Natwar Singh will visit
Bhutan soon in connection with
the inauguration of an India-
aided Kurichu hydro-electric
generating project.

Assembly) as early as 1953, and
since then the institution has
maintained its existence without
a break — unlike in other South
Asian states. Jawaharlal Nehru’s
visit to Bhutan in 1958 had
emboldened the Bhutanese King
to move on the paths of demo-
cratisation and national build-
ing.

The present king has taken
Bhutan faster on the paths of de-
mocratisation, decentralisation,
devolution and modernisation.
His age, health, enlightenment
and, above all, determination
have combined to make Bhuta-
nese feel lucky. King Jigme has
been, from the outset, keeping
himself acquainted with the
affairs of his people.

Having introduced meaningful
decentralisation based on
genuine devolution in the form
of district development councils
and block development councils,
King Jigme is now determined
and is moving fast to see that the
kingdom of Bhutan has a codi-
fied constitution in which vari-
ous state organs’ and structures’
powers and privileges are clearly
defined. The final draft of the
proposed constitution — which
is going to be short and simple
containing some 34 artlcles —
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people’s representatives. Of
course, it had to have experts of

various hues, The committee yn-

der the chairmanship of the chi-
ef justice of the kingdom’s High
Court, Lyonpo Sonam Tobgye,
had several rounds of intra-com-
mittee discussions. King Jigme,
who ceased to be the head of
government in 1998, remains
undeterred by the criticism that
he is moving very fast. Indeed,
he wishes that the Bhutanese
people get used to various norms
and nuances of a written
constitutional at the earliest.

Parliamentary form

Should the proposed constitu-
tional framework come into ope-
ration, which seems imminent,
the landlocked kingdom would.
have a parliamentary form of
government based on political
parties. The constitution is said
to envisage a bicameral legisla-
ture consisting of the National
Assembly as the lower house and
the National Advisory Council
as the upper house. Electioas
would be held on the principle of
the first past the post, as pre-
valent in India, the US and the
UK. On the judicial front, there
will be the Supreme Court.
Below this will be the High
Court, and at the lowest level,
there will be district courts.

There would be various com-
missions — the judicial commis-
sion, the election commission,
the anti-corruption commission
and the audit commission — to
deal with various problems and
issues that would surface subse-
quently. On the other hand,
there would be various parlia-
mentary committees like the
foreign affairs committee and
the legal affairs committee to
look after several relevant prob-
lems. The constitutional scheme
is also determined to keep religi-
on outside politics, even though
Bhutan may become a Buddhist
state technically. The clergy
would not be able to dabble in
potitics.

King Jigme Singye Wangchuck
insists: “We want the govern-
ment to fulfil the aspirations of
the people”. The constitutional
framework may go a long way in
this direction. Of course, the
political process and the political
system continue to evolve. The
King has been insisting that it is
for the people of Bhutan to

decide. what they want. Thus, on : -

the foreign front, Bhutan has



#Nepal Maoists pose threa
.~ to Assam, Bengal: Arrﬁ‘y\/

\ By Nirmalya Banerjee

b\ Times News NETWORK

Kolkatal\ Links between Kamtapur Libera-
tion Organisation, United Liberation Front
of Assam and the Maoists of Nepal are pos-
ing a new dimension to the insurgency situ-
ation in Assam and north Bengal, eastern
command GOC-in-C Arvind Sharma said in
Kolkata on Monday.

Participating in a meet-the-press pro-
gramme at Kolkata Press Club, he said the
army was keeping a close watch on the grow-
ing nexus. It was in touch with the state gov-
ernments concerned. “It certainly poses a
new threat, if this continues”.

Though KLO was reduced in number after
the flush-out operations in Bhutan, it was
getting shelter in Maoist camps in Nepal,

smalong with its mentor Ulfa. The Maoists, too,

had an interest in north Bengal and lower
Assam, the disturbed south Bhutan being
close to these places.

The army had suggested to the govern-
ment that a standardised rehabilitation
package be worked out for militants who
would lay down arms. Currently, the pack-
ages in states like J&K, Assam and Manipur
were different. All the states did not imple-
ment the packages with equal seriousness. If
promises made to militants coming over-
ground are not fulfilled, others would not be
encouraged to lay down arms.

Even if the Centre formulated such a pack-

age, it would depend on the state govern-
ments concerned to implement them, he
pointed out. And, all the states did not have
equal financial muscle, some of them suf-
fered from a serious resource crunch.

Some of the militants laying down arms
could even be inducted into the Assam Rifles
battalions being newly raised, there was
nothing new in it. Earlier, militants coming
overground in Nagaland had been inducted
into the Border Security Force, even a Naga
regiment had been raised with them. The
new Assam Rifles battalions were being
raised, however, with the concept of “one
border one force” in mind, in accordance
with the recommendation of a group of min-
isters.

Drawing a distinction between Bhutan op-
erations and operations now being carried
out along the Indo-Myanmar border, he said
unlike in the previous operation there had
been no joint planning between the Indian
and the Myanmarese armies. Also, the vast
stretch of the Myanmar border extending
from Arunachal Pradesh to Mizoram was
adding to the problem.

The army was avoiding operations against
the Isaac-Muivah and Khaplang factions of
National Socialist Council of Nagaland, be-
cause of the ceasefire agreements with them.
But, Khaplang activists were often intermin-
gled with other militant outfits on the Myan-
mar border. It was difficult toAlistinguish
them.
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“ India’s policy failure in Nepal

he twin-pillars of India’s

Nepal policy have collapsed.

India’s Nepal policy is based

on promoting “multi-party
democracy” and “constitutional mo-
narchy”. Since June 2002, when King
Gyanendra ascended the throne in
Kathmandu, India has had little suc-
cess in promoting its twin aims.

King Gyanendra subverted multi-
party democracy within months of
becoming the king and appears to be
in pursuit of an executive monarchy.
The political parties in Nepal today
are divided among those who have be-
come lackeys of the palace and those
who are agitating in the streets for the
restoration of democracy.

India has not been able to do any-
thing as yet to help restore multi-
party democracy in Nepal. Indian pol-
icy-makers seem to suffer from the
delusion that if only an “all-party”
government could be installed in
Kathmandu, multi-party democracy
would be re-established. However,
democracy thrives on political differ-
ences mediated through institutional
mechanisms.

In a democracy, consensus has to
evolve. The Nepalese political parties
have been unable to do that because it
is difficult to bring about consensus
through the streets. Institutional
mechanisms for doing so like the Ne-
palese parliament, however, stands
dissolved by the king. India somehow
wants to force that consensus. The re-
sult is that India has gone along with
every lame duck government that
King Gyanendra has appointed.

The last two years have seen a con-
stitutional monarchy trying to trans-
form itself into an executive monar-
chy. The successive prime ministers
appointed by King Gyanendra, osten-
sibly with India’s blessings, have only
taken Nepal further down that road.
In addition, while mouthing support
for constitutional monarchy, New
Delhi has in fact ended up strengthen-
ing the monarchy by supplying mod-
ernweapons to the Royal Nepal Army.
The RNA is staunchly royalist and re-
ports directly to the monarch. One
could argue that a peculiar constella-
tion of circumstances has forced
India to support the king and the
army. However, the fact remains that
the Indian policy towards Nepal has
not worked.

inability to guide Nepal in han-

dling the Maoist crisis. There is
recognition in India that the social
and economic issues being raised by
Maoists reflect the popular sentiment
of the people. Yet the king has been in-
creasingly able to push New Delhi to
help him deal with the Maoists mili-
tarily. About a year ago, there was a
serious concern in India about not
doing anything to increase the
“lethality” of the conflict in Nepal by
monitoring the weapons being sup-

I ndia’s policy failure also lies in its
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plied to the RNA. However, today
weapons are flowing into Nepal from
avariety of non-Indian sources — the
United States of America, Belgium
and South Africa, among others. The
aircraft carrying the weapons are
often routed through China to avoid
Indian scrutiny.

The “lethality” of the conflict with
the Maoists has gone up also because
the Nepalese army has shown little
concern for collateral damage to civil-
ians. Such wanton disregard for non-
combatants can only alienate the peo-
ple further. Moreover, providing le-
thal weapons to the RNA in effect
means modernizing the armoury of
the Maoists as they loot the same wea-
pons and use them against the army.

There are several powerful opin-
ion-makers in this country who take
pleasure each time the Nepalese
army claims a major strike against
the Maoists. However, without a clear-
cut objective, such victories are
meaningless.

India has not been able to per-
suade King Gyanendra to show the
requisite amount of transparency in
dealing with the

Y ¥ BHARAT BHUSHAN'

Talking of interests

prime minister. India not only accepts
them but also gets pro-active in sup-
porting individual candidates. Some-
body in New Delhi needs to say loudly
enough that the primary criterion for
the choice of these successive prime
ministers has not been whether they
would do India’s bidding but for effec-
tively pushing Gyanendra’s agenda.

On the other hand, King Gyanen-
dra still seems to be playing with the
idea that if Nepal’s relations with the
international community are en-
hanced, India’s weight in Nepalese af-
fairs can be reduced. This strategy
may have seemed eminently smart in
the immediate aftermath of 9/11 but
its inefficacy and impracticality are
becoming increasingly evident. In
fact, the international community
today would like India to play a more
active role in stemming the instabili-
ty in Nepal.

However, India has not been able
to encourage greater collaboration
between the monarchy and the politi-
cal parties. Nor has India opened an
effective channel of communication
with the Maoists. They are not anti-

India, they are

problem — he has
neither done so in
his weapons acqui-
sition from abroad
nor even in reveal-
ing his mind vis-g-

£ King Gyanendra
thinks that if Nepal’s
relations with the in-
ternational communi-

staunchly national-
ist and are unlikely
to export their revo-
lution across the
border — the objec-
tive conditions in

vis the political par- India are different
Maoists. He pro, 1Y €N be enhanced, - T TEREE S ot
duces one joker India’s weight in They are without
after another from doubt a powerful po-

the pack and ap-
points him the

Nepalese affairs can
be reduced J

litical force and the
crisis in Nepal can-

not be resolved without their involve-
ment. There is a need for India to open
adialogue with them (and this cannot
be done officially) to understand
them better.

King Gyanendra has effectively
enjoyed full executive powers over the
last two years and that has only made
matters worse. Gyanendra himself is
not exactly popular with the people
and many believe that given his vio-
lent temper, Crown Prince Paras may
be in serious need of psychiatric help.
We may in fact be witnessing the last
throes of the Shah dynasty,

eanwhile, India needs to se-
M riously rethink its Nepal

policy. The longer this pro-
cess is delayed, the more would be the
manouevrability of an obdurate king
who lacks wisdom. Although G.P
Koirala was ridiculed initially for his
demand to restore parliament, today
there is a gradual realization that
there is no other alternative. Using
the same provision of the constitu-
tion (article 127) that he used to dis-
solve parliament, the king should be
encouraged to revive it. The political
parties need to be persuaded to with-
draw the legal cases before the sup-
reme court to facilitate this process.

Sher Bahadur Deuba, although he
is incompetent, can continue as
prime minister (he held that position
when parliament was dissolved) and
facilitate a consensus in parliament
on a dialogue with the Maoists. This
may even pave the way for the unity of
the two factions of the Nepali Con-
gress that could then re-emerge as the
most important parliamentary politi-
cal party. Old man Girija Prasad
Koirala with all his faults has already
indicated this.

The monarchy’s principal contra-
diction lies with the Maoists who are
essentially republicans. The political
parties are Gyanendra's last hope if
he wants to be a symbolic monarch
under the constitution. The restored
parliament can, if it so decides,
amend the constitution to take on
board the socio-economic demands of
the Maoists.

advice, then the political parties

will get further alienated. If they
opt for a constituent assembly, it will
be advantageous for the Maoists. Re-
publicanism will be firmly on the
agenda, the future of the monarchy
will be uncertain and the Maoists
would have managed to demonstrate
that the gains of democracy over the
last decade are irrelevant now. The
political parties must not be pushed
to opt for revolutionary change.
Nepalese democracy must instead be
put on the path of evolution. The
Maoists will be mainstreamed not by
handing over power to them but by

bringing them on the road to effectjve
multi-party democracy. /

I f the king does not listen to this
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