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Global aid falls short of

Pakistan’s relief

)
!

B. Muralidhar Reddy Qc’

ISLAMABAD: The donations and
pledges received by Pakistan for
the earthquake victims from 71
countries and 159 international
organisations including the U.N.
and NGOs has risen to $1.246
billion.

The quake, one of the dead-
liest in the region in a century,
killed over 53,000 persons, seri-
ously injured 67,000 and ren-
dered over 3.3 million homeless,
a Foreign Office report said here
on Tuesday.

The relief assistance includes
$735.8 million pledged by vari-
ous countries in cash and in the
form of relief goods including
tents, blankets, medicines, food,
water purification systems,
helicopters.

Around two dozen medical
hospitals from foreign countries

)

needs

are operating in the affected ar- maximum possible help.

eas. The amount pledged by U.N.
and other agencies has gone up
‘to $386 million, according to the
Foreign Office.

This includes $125 million
from several multinational com-
panies from around the world,
individuals, NGOs charities, in-
dividuals and money collected
through the Saudi telethon.

Donors’ meet

The amount however falls
short of the estimated $5 billions
required only for the recon-
struction of the infrastructure.
This figure does not take into ac-
count the money to be spent on
therehabilitation of the affected.

A conference of donor coun-
tries to assess the situation is
scheduled to be held at Geneva
on October 26. Pakistan said it
would make a strong case for

The countries which have sent
in the relief goods or pledged aid
include Afghanistan, Algeria,
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan,
Brazil, Canada, China, Croatia,
Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ice-
land, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ire-
land, Italy, Japan, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Latvia, Le-
banon, Libya, Luxembourg, Ma-
laysia, Maldives, Mauritius,
Monaco, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Poland, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia. Singapore, Slovak Republic,
Slovenia, South Africa, South
Korea, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Sweden, Switzerland, Syria,
Thailand, UAE, Ukraine, United
Kingdom, USA, Uzbekistan,
Vietnam and Yemen.




Musharraf
opens LoC

A\ O

for relief

K
Statesman News Service e g/v:/’

NEW DELHI, Oct 18. — In a characteristic move,
President Pervez Musharraf today proposed to India
“through the media” to throw open the Line of Control
(LoC) for relief work and allow divided families to meet
unhindered. India has welcomed the offer, but has said
that it requires more details from Pakistan for imple-
menting it on the ground.

General Musharraf, in a televised press conference in
Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
said: “We will allow any amount of people coming across
the LoC to meet their relatives and assist in the recon-
struction efforts.” Stating that no formal proposal has
been made to New Delhi, the President remarked: “It is
being put across through you (media).” In Delhi, the
external affairs ministry spokesperson, Mr Navtej Sarna,
said: “If these news reports are correct, we welcome the
offer that has been made”. Mr Sarna said the Pakistani
leader’s offer was “in line with India’s advocacy of
greater movement across the LoC for relief work and
closer people-to-people contacts”.

But, he added that while India was willing to facilitate
such movements, it awaited word “from Pakistan about
the practical details of implementing this intention”.

Gen. Musharraf urged India to agree to the proposal
and said that modalities for implementing his proposal
had to be worked out. “This has to be formalised. We
would like to open up many points than this one route
of Srinagar-Muzaffarabad and formalise how they will
come across. But we will allow every Kashmiri to come
across the LoC to assist in the reconstruction efforts,”
he said. The General said that for the first time PoK
would permit mobile operators to open linkages across
the LoC to let Kashmir’s divided families talk to one
another. '

Gen. Musharraf tonight said that Indian troops for
relief operations were not acceptable to Pakistan and
one should not grudge that, but refuted suggestions that
his country was reluctant to take aid from India.

His remarks come a day after India expressed its
inability to send armed forces’ helicopters without
Indian pilots and crew to Pakistan to bolster relief
efforts in that country.



P
“ Pak row over
, Israel ties

W MIIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Sept. 19: Target-
ing last week’s historic hand-
shake between President Per-
vez Musharraf and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon,
the Muttahida Majlis-e-
Ammal (MMA) threatened to
oppose any resumption of re-
lations with the Jewish state.

The MMA chief Qazi Hus-
sein Ahmad said establish-
ment of direct contacts be-
tween Islamabad and Tel Aviv
is an attempt to isolate Pak-
istan.

At a gathering of the
American Jewish Congress in
New York, Musharraf said
Pakistan would open a new
chapter in friendly ties be-
tween Islamic countries and
Israel, leaving the hardline
MMA worried.

“We will give stout resist-
ance to any effort that is aimed
at recognising the Jewish
state,” Ahmad said in Pe-
shawar, adding that Mushar-
raf’s friendly gestures to-
wards Israel will isolate Pak-
istan in the Islamic world.

However, analysts believe
the meeting between Mushar-
raf and Sharon is only the tip
of an iceberg in promotion of
cordial ties between Islam-
abad and Tel Aviv.

The handshake has not yet

led to a turnaround in Pak-
istan’s policies towards Israel.
Musharraf and his allies are
still on the defensive to pre-
vent any outcry by the Right-
wing parties.

Before the handshake and
meeting between the two for-
eign ministers, the Pakistani
government had backed the
Palestinians and Israel’s un-
conditional pullout from the
occupied territories.

Musharraf and his govern-
ment still deny any changes in
Pakistan’s principled position
on Jerusalem and say that Is-
rael’s recognition will remain
linked to the establishment of
a Palestinian state.

THE
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Pakistan for bordé\/” ol
fencing with Afghanist

Kabul wants demarcation (DfC Ba\rran Line

B. Muralidhar Reddy Vﬂ\&‘wj
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday
said it had formally approached
Afghanistan for fencing its bor-
der to put an end to charges of
cross-border infiltration.

Foreign Office spokesman
Naeem Khan told journalists
that Islamabad would take a de-
cision on the proposal after
hearing from Kabul.

Significantly, the announce-
ment came hours before Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf is due to
visit the CENTCOM headquar-
ters in Florida for interaction on
issues including cooperation in
containing terrorism in
Afghanistan.

Observers are intrigued at the
insistence of Pakistan on fencing
of 2400 kilometres of rugged and
mountainous terrain along Af-
ghanistan. The initial reaction
from Afghanistan is negative.
The general but unofficial re-

frain from Kabul has been that
Islamabad is not serious about
the proposal.

What is more important, voic-
es from Kabul have spoken about
the need for Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan to first demarcate the
Durrand Line and settle the bor-
der issue. Some have even sug-
gested that the fencing proposal
by Pakistan is an attempt to legit-
imise the Durrand Line not ac-
cepted by Afghanistan.

Gen. Musharraf floated the
idea of fencing during a meeting
with U.S. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice last week and took
everyone by surprise. The pro-
posal follows months of com-
plaints by Afghan and US.
officials over Pakistan’s alleged
failure to rein in militants oper-
ating from its tribal areas. The
criticism became stronger due to
an upsurge in violence in the
run-up to Afghanistan’s parlia-
mentary polls held on Sunday.
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Pak pressure
for US N—pact

No de;;{dnd misec% for
parity: Prezto NYT

PRESS Trust of India
New York, September 13

PAKISTAN APPEARS
to have given up efforts
to persuade the US to lift
restrictions on the sup-
ply of technology and
equipment for its civil-
ian nuclear energy re-
quirements as has been
done in the case of In-
dia.President  Pervez
Musharraf, who had a
meeting with US secre-
tary of state Condoleezza
Rice here on Monday; told
The New York Times
that he made no de-
mand for an agreement
that would match the
Indo-US nuclear deal
reached in July.

India and the US had
signed the historic deal
during Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s vis-
it to Washington, under
which the US offered to
resume nuclear fuel
supplies to Indian reac-
tors and help New Del-
hi in its civilian nu-
clear energy  pro-
gramme. Rejecting
Pakistan’s demand for
parity with India in ac-
cessing civilian nu-
clear technology, the
US had said that the
landmark accord with
New Delhi was a
“mechanism to deep-
en” its commitment to
international non-pro-
liferation.“We view In-
dia as an exceptional
case, and see civil nu-
clear cooperation as a
mechanism to deepen
further India’s commit-

ment to international -

non-proliferation”, un-

President Pervez Musharraf

TANGLE

What the Chinese

wanted for Hu
THE WHITE House's grand
welcome to Manmohan Singh
in July has apparently had its
reverberations far and wide.
Chinese diplomats, preparing
for the visit of President Hu
Jintao to Washington, were
quick to say, “Nothing less
than what the Singh got”,
according to an account in
the Washington Post. But the
Bush administration was not
keen on such a lavish spread
for the Chinese leader. The
administration, according to
the Post dispatch, nixed the
state visit idea. Also, “no
multi-course dinner, just a lit-
tle lunch”. But the Chinese -
diplomats got their US coun-
terparts to agree to a White
House arrival ceremony and a
gun salute. Hu’s visit, howev-
er, had to be cancelled at the
eleventh hour.

HTC, Washington

der secretary of state for arms control and interna-
tional security Robert G. Joseph told the House In-
ternational Relations Committee on September 8.

Smashing an ISI base in Punjab, the Delhi Police
has arrested Mohd Ramzan an alleged agent of the
Pakistani intelligence agency who had been tasked to
provide shelter to other operatives,
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Pakistan i§wc§sying u
derat

to show a

By Jal Taraporevala\TNN

he first ever meeting between
the foreign ministers of Pak-

istan and Israel, Khurshid Ka-
suri and Silvan Shalom, has under-
scored the motivations both nations
(which do not maintain formal diplo-
matic relations) have in holding sen-
ior level discussions. Islamabad has
long been suspicious of the growing
ties between India and Israel,
especially in the defence and securi-
ty fields. This being so, the Mushar-
raf regime seems to calculate that

'

mo

breaking the ice with the Jewish state could gradually lead
to Indo-Israeli relations assuming a less anti-Pakistan focus.
The discussions should also be interpreted as another tan-
gible demonstration to the US of Pakistan’s intention to
steer a moderate course as a prominent nation in the Islam-

ic world.

For its part, Israel has for years favoured the
approach of forging contacts with Islamic na-
tions as a tactical means of undermining the
influence of the fundamentalist Palestinian
groups like Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Ji-
" had. Pakistan fits into this overall strategy in

ANALYSIS

view of its political position and nuclear weapons capabili-
ty. Besides, it is no coincidence that Israel has been keen to
hold talks with Pakistan at a time when it is increasingly

h

s hiree -

SHALOM: Israeli FM Silvan Shalom (right) and
his Pakistan counterpart Khurshid Kasuri

€

to Israel”

ace 10'US

concerned about Iran’s nuclear
programme, mounting instability
in Iraq and growing radicalisation
at the grassroots level in several Is-
lamic countries.

Despite these tentative efforts to
examine the relationship afresh,
enormous obstacles remain to be
overcome before full diplomatic

" links are established. Pakistan will
be reluctant to build friendly ties
with the Jewish state unless sub-
stantive progress is achieved in
the peace process between Israel
and the Palestinians. The unilater-

Jir

al Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip notwithstanding,
Israel and the Palestinians remain as far apart as ever on re-
solving the so called final status issues which lie at the heart
of their dispute. There are also certain domestic political
compulsions which will ensure that Musharraf proceeds

NEWS

cautiously on the question of developing ties
with Israel. After all, given the narrow politi-
cal base of support of the Musharraf regime,
it will be anxious not to further antagonise the
militant groups or the six-party pro-Islamist

opposition alliance, the Muttahi ajlis-e-
Amal, which current] s power in
Baluchistan and the NWFP. Before'taking the next crucial

step, the government will therefore want to gauge the pub-
lic reaction to the move to openly talk to Israel.
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’/Hargﬂl\iﬂ fakistani

groups oppdse’
talks wi;pJS(agl

Islamabad: Hardline Pakistani law-
makers walked out of Parliament in
protest and Islamic groups prepared
to hold rallies acr-oss the country on
Friday to conde-mn the first formal
talks between Pakistan and Israel,
which critics said were a step to-
ward diplomatic recognition of the
Jewish state.

“We urge people to fully partici-
pate in the rallies to tell the rulers
that we will not allow them to recog-
nise Israel,” said Ameer ul-Azeem,
spokesman for Mutahida Majlis-e-
Amal, an opposition coalition of six
Islamic parties.

Ul-Azeem also criticised President
Gen Pervez Musharraf for arrang-
ing Thursday’s meeting between the
foreign ministers of the two nations
without consulting the Parliament.

After the meeting, Musharraf toid
reporters that the government had
made no decision to establish formal
ties with Israel.

“Pakistan will not recognise Is-
rael until the establishment of afree
and independent state for the Pales-
tinian people,” he said. ap
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Pak, Iran .
ministers
meet on
ipeline
p1p s

Iranian oil minister, Mr Bijaqr
Namdar Zangane ;{@)

ISLAMABAD, July 6. —
Oil ministers from Iran and
Pakistan met today to dis-
cuss a proposed gas
pipeline that would trans-
port Iranian gas to Pakistan
and India, the state news
agency reported.

The Iranian minister, Mr
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh,
told reporters before the
meeting started that nei-
ther Pakistan nor India
would back away from the
project, even if other coun-
tries object to it, the
Associated Press of Pakis-
tan news agency reported.
The USA in particular has
voiced reservations about
the proposed pipeline.

“I do not believe that
Pakistan and India will con-
sider any external pres-
sure,” AFP quoted Mr
Zanganeh as saying. He
said he hoped to reach
“some general conclusions”
with his Pakistani counter-
part, Mr Amanullah Khan
Jadoon, during his visit.

At the meeting, the two
ministers reviewed the
progress made by officials
on both sides and
“expressed satisfaction on
its pace”.

Iran proposed the 2,775-
km pipeline to export its
natural gas to Pakistan
and India in 1996, but the
project has never gotten
of: the ground mainly due
to India’s worries about
the security of the pipeline
in Pakistan,

THE STATESMAN
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Pak sends N-material to IAEA

i v\U‘

ISLAMABAD, May 26. — Pakistan
has sent centrifuge components to the
UN nuclear agency in Vienna to assist
its probe of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, the government and a spo-
kesman for the agency said today.

Foreign ministry spokesman Mr
Jalil Abbas Jilani told the private
Geo news channel that Pakistan had
sent “old and discarded parts of cen-
trifuges”, accompdhied by Pakistani
experts, to the Intethational Atomic
Energy Agency it Vienna.

Mr Jilani said Pakistan took.the
decision to send the centrifuge parts
on the request of IAEA and Iran,
and because “we are against prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons”. He did
not say how long the examination by
the IAEA would take, but said the
experts would return to Pakistan
with the centrifuge parts. He said it
would have “no negative impact on

M., 2005

™~

e S Paklsitan s sovereignty”.

In Vienna, IAEA spokesman Mr
Mark Gwozdecky confirmed that
“testing and analysis of the
(Pakistani) samples is underway”.

Diplomats in Vienna said the
TAEA had received centrifuge com-
ponents a day earlier from
Islamabad for testing that could help
agency experts determine whether
the traces of highly enriched urani-
um came in on black market equip-
ment originating from Pakistan or
was a result of activities within Iran.

Iran announced last week that it
was considering restarting its urani-
um-enrichment programme, which
the Iranians insists is only aimed at
generating electricity. The EU and
the USA fear the programme is being
used to develop nuclear weapons.

Yesterday, Iran pledged after talks
with European foreign ministers to
stick to its pledge not to develop
nuclear weapons and freeze its
enrichment programme, and start

THE STATES M Ap

talkmg agam in two months time to
find a definitive agreement on
Teheran’s atomic programme.

Last year, the disgraced chief of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme, Dr
AQ Khan, confessed to supplying
sensitive nuclear technology to Iran,
as well as North Korea and Libya.

Dr Khan, once regarded as a
national hero for helping Pakistan
gain a nuclear deterrent against arch
rival India, is accused of having
operated at the centre of an interna-
tional black market in nuclear
weapons technology. He was par-
doned by Pakistan’s President Gen.
Pervez Musharraf but now lives
under house arrest.

Pakistan has refused to allow out-
siders, including the IAEA, to inter-
rogate the scientist to glean more
information about his network and
the nuclear programmes of the
countries it supplied, although it
says it has shared the results of its
own investigations.
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Paklstan warms up
to nuclear probe

""" ‘BE, JION TO SEND N-PARTS FOR INSPECTION’
Shi’ite scholar shot in Lahore

ISLAMABAD, April 1. —
Pakistan has taken an “in-
principle” decision to send
centrifuges used in nuclear
facilities for inspection by
the International Atomic
Energy Association to
help the probe relating to
Iran’s nuclear programme,
Pakistani foreign minister
Mr Khurshid M Kasuri
said today.

An in principle decision
was taken to send old cen-
trifuges to IAEA in line
with Pakistan’s obligations

as a nuclear power, Mr

Kasuri said in an interac-
tion with editors and cor-
respondents here. “We
want to demonstrate to
the world that Pakistan is a
responsible nuclear state
and has nothing to hide.
Iran too has been asking
Pakistan to cooperate with
the IAEA in this regard.”

Mr Kasuri, however, dis-
pelled the impression that
permitting IAEA to have
look at centrifuges would
amount to revealing the
secrets of the status of Pak-

istapr’é nuclear programme,,”
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A relative of Shi'ite scholar Ghuiam Hussain Najfi mourns over his
body in Lahore on Friday. — AFP

LAHORE, April 1. — Gunmen fired on car carrying the vice-
principal of a Shi'ite seminary in Lahore today, kifiing him and

wounding his daughter, police said.

It was not immediately clear who was behind the attack on
Ghuiam Hussain Najfi of the Jamia al-Muntazir seminary.
Police said Najfi was going to his home when his car was
attacked. “So far, we only know that Ghulam Hussain Najfi has
died and his daughter is being treated at a hospital, but we
have no other details,” a senior officer said. — AP

“Dispatch of outdated and
useless centrifuge parts to
IAEA would not give any
idea of the current status or
nature of the country’s
nuclear programme, which
s highly sophisticated.”
Asserting that Pakistan

would not permit inspec-
tion of its nuclear installa-
tions, he said: “Similarly, it
has been carrying out
probes into allegations of
proliferation and would not
allow any one to interro-
gate our scientists. — PTI



By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 24. At a junc-
ture when Teheran is engaged
in a nuclear standoff with the
U.S. on its nuclear programme,
Pakistan and Iran have signed
four important agreements to
bolster bilateral economic rela-
tions.

They have agreed to set up a
mechanism to ensure their im-
plementation aimed at increas-
ing two-way trade to $1 billion
from the current level of $400
millions.

The agreements were con-
cluded during the three-day
visit of the Pakistani Prime
Minister, Shaukat Aziz, to Iran,
which concluded today.

Diplomatic observers here
believe that the agreements ele-
vate Islamabad-Teheran ties to
a new level since they drifted
apart in the aftermath of 1979
Islamic Revolution in Iran.

Pakistan has been under

~ Pakistan, Iran
‘“g0 ahead” for
v.gas project:| |

pressure from Washingt¢n not
to favour gas pipeline from Iran
pending resolution of the nu-
clear standoff.

During the latest visit, Pakis-
tan and Iran have decided to
“go ahead” with the $4.2- bil-
lion gas pipeline project.

Petroleum Ministers of the
two countries are expected to
meet here some time next
month to consider possibility of
a technical agreement on the
pipeline.

In Teheran, the two sides al-
so took note of the decision of
the Indian Cabinet to consider
joining the project and Iran in-
dicated that it was willing to
consider delivery of gas at a
designated point on the border
for onward transmission to
India.

The Iranian Vice-President
told reporters that Iran had of-
fered a $200 million credit line
to Pakistan for engineering and
infrastructure projects.

TRE NINDU
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U.N. 6;Encil:
' Pakistan denies

ch
o

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 23. Pakistan has
said there is no change in its
stand on opposition to expan-
sion of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil and so the question of it
backing the claim of any coun-
try for a seat does not arise.’

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Masood Khan, told report-
ers that Islamabad believed that
the Council must be made more
“representative, democratic
and accountable.” He said the
Council’s reform should cover
size, composition, working
methods, decision-making and
accountability.

Pressing issues

Mr. Khan said there was no
truth in reports quoting the For-
eign Minister, Khurshid Meh-
mood Kasuri, as telling his
interlocutors in Tokyo that Pa-
kistan supported Japan's claim
for a permanent seat but op-
posed India’s bid. He said Pa-

-
e in stand
(R, 00 o
dhar Reddy an belidved the Council

should not create “new centres
of privilege, with or without ve-
t0.” Mr. Khan said it was the en-
deavour of Pakistan that the
overarching reform of the U.N.
should not be eclipsed and
overshadowed by the debate on
the enlargement of the Council.
He maintained that other
pressing issues such as develop-
ment goals, resolution of inter-
state conflicts, weapons of mass
destruction and terrorism must
also get equal and proportion-
ate attention. “The proposed re-
form is, in fact, a quest for a new
vision of collective security, one
that addresses major threats to
peace, security and prosperity.”
Mr. Khan said that it was along
these lines that Mr. Kasuri has
held talks with his Japanese in-
terlocutors. Mr. Kasuri has ex-
pressed the hope that Japan
would help the international
community achieve the objec-
tive of a comprehensive and
balanced U.N. reform.

THE HNDU
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/Japan to lift A

sanctions on
Pgh in March

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA . |
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY M

"" v
% JAPAN will resume its
$500 million annual assis-
tance to Pakistan under the
yen loan package from
March thisyear. 49

The resumption of the
loan and the official devel-
opment assistance (ODA)
grant will bring to an end
the economic sanctions
Tokyo had imposed against
Islamabad in May, 1998,
for conduciing nuclear
tests.

The financial assistance
was conditional and at-
tached to nuclear non-pro-
liferation, peace, Pakistan’s
commitment to the fight
against extremism and
modification of regulations
to allow foreign investment
in  different  sectors,
Nishiyana, Director
(Trade), Japanese Ministry
of Commerce, told re-
porters after meeting Pak-
istan President Pervez
Musharraf and Prime min-
ister Shaukat Aziz.

Japan was a major
donor for Pakistan until the
nuclear tests.

INDIAN EXPRESS

10 10w 2005



