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Attacks agamst Islamlc

Jakarta Post/ANN

akiis—

JEDDAH, Oct. 2. — The
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) denounced
today the deadly bombings on the
Indonesian resort island of Bali as
“terrorist acts” which contradict
Islamic teachings.

The Bali attacks were “terrorist
acts which totally contradict the
teachings of Islam and harm
Islamic values which call for toler-
ance and coexistence,” said an OIC
statement issued at its headquar-
ters in the Red Sea city of Jeddah.
OIC secretary general, Mr
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu pledged the

57-member I%;nc bodys soh
darity” with Indonesia “against
these terrorist operations which do
not only kill innocent civilians but
also directly harm the image of
Islam.” At least 26 people were
killed and more than 100 were
injured when several bombs
exploded yesterday evening in Bali.

Mahathir slams blasts
The deadly bombings on
Indonesia’s Bali island will set
back efforts by Muslims to correct
misperceptions that they support
terrorism, Malaysia’s former
Prime Minister Mr Mabhathir
Mohamad said today, adds an AP

galues OIC

report. “People w111 perceive
Muslims as being very bad people,
but that is not Islam at all,” said
Mr Mahathir, one of the most
respected  figures in  the
Islamic world.

Muslim image tarnished, says
Shaukat Aziz

Terrorist acts by Muslim extrem-
ists will not win support for their
cause but will only tarnish the reli-
gion’s image, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister said today, a day after
suspected Islamic suicide bombers
killed at least 26 people in the
deadly Bali blasts adds an
AP report.
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gk differs with OIC.

LAMABAD, July 4.
akistan is not in favour of
the proposal of Organi-
sation of Islamic Confe-
rence (OIC) to seek sepa-
rate permanent seat for the
Muslim world in the UNSC
because it believed such a
move had no chance of suc-
cess in the present system
of the global body, the
country’s foreign minister
said today.

Clarifying his remarks
made in Lahore yesterday
during which he said Pak-
istan did not support the

" OIC demand to secure a
permanent seat on the
UNSC as people of other
faiths would also make sim-
ilar demands, Mr Khurshid
M Kasuri said UN system is
based on geographical con-
siderations and any propos-
al on religious lines would
have no chance of success.

Pakistan’s position on the
merits of “Uniting For
Consensus” approach was
endorsed by other Member
States of OIC during the
recent Sana meet of its for-
eign ministers in Yemen.

Under this scheme, Asia
would get five and Africa

“on UNSC __zexpanswn

Gaddafi seeks
African unity |

SIRTE, (Libya) July 4.— Amid
global calls to combat poverty
in Africa, Libyan leader Col
Moammar Gaddafi called on . ”
African nations to stop
“begging” during the opening of -
an African summit attended by
more than 50 leaders from this
crisis-wracked continent, today.
Mr Gaddafi also urged African
countries to overcome past
failures during a typically
rambling speech that lasted
more than 30 minutes,which
received muted applause from
leaders of African states.
“Pleading.to the G-8 to lift
debts won't make a future for
Africa,” he said wearing his
traditional African dress while
praising Africa’s natural

resources and treasures. — AP

six seats, he said. Pakistan
is opposed to the bid by G-
4 countries comprising
India, Germany, Japan and
Brazil to get the UN per-
manent member seat.
Pakistan, like other coun-
tries in the Uniting for
Consensus group, feels that
it is up to the regions to
evolve a flexible policy
without compromising the
principle of accountability,,.
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Separatists
sending delegates
to OIC meet A

Shujaat Bukhari \/*‘) \
wib

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir separa-
tist leaders invited for the For-
eign Ministers summit of the
Organisation of Istamic Confer-
ence (0IC) at Sana, the capital of
Yemen, are sending representa-
tives in Pakistan to the meet.
Hard-line Hurriyat leader Syed
Ali Geelani has been sidelined
ostensibly on the Pakistan Gov-
ernment’s advice.

The chairman of the moderate
faction of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence, Mirwaiz Umar Farooqg, has
deputed a three-member feam
comprising Ashraf Saraf, Yusuf
Naseem and Fayaz Nagshbandi.
Though the Mirwaiz has an Indi-
an passport and goes out to at-
tend conferences on Kashmir,
this time he has chosen to send a
delegation. He said that he had
engagements here.

Democratic Freedom Party
president Shabir Ahmed Shah

so given his mandate to his

T Muzaffarabad-based lieutenant

Mehmood Ahmed Sagar. A for-
mer Peoples League leader, he
migrated to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir and is involved in “run-
ning [the] Kashmir movement.”

Mr. Shah who was refused
permission to visit PoK with the
Hurriyat delegation apparently
on mentioning his nationality as
“Kashmiri,” said that he may not
be given travel documents.

“Paucity of time”

Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front chairman Yasin Ma-
lik has nominated  his
Islamabad-based associate Altaf
Qadiri. “Mr. Malik is not in a
position to attend because of
preoccupations and paucity of
time,” a JKLF spokesman said
here.

However, sources said the
Government was not in favour of
another high profile visit of Hur-
riyat leaders outside the coun-
try, due to the controversy that
erupted over their recent visit to
Pakistan,

The visit was seen as a vio-
lation of understanding between
India and Pakistan over the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus service.
The former Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s letter to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh is
said to have played a major role
in the rethink on the free move-
ment of the separatist leaders.
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