Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Election Commis-
sion on Thursday issued a notice
to Lok Jan Shakti Party presi-
dent and Union Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan for favouring a
Muslim chief minister for Bihar
during his election campaign.

The notice was based on two
complaints — filed by the former
Director-General of BSF, Pra-
kash Singh, and Gaurav Kathuria
— accusing Mr. Paswan of ap-
pealing to voters in the name of
religion, which was in violation
of the Model Code of Conduct as
well as the Representation of the
People Act. The complainants al-
leged that he was arousing ill-
will between two communities
in the name of religion. He has
been asked to reply by October
24,

Justifies stand

Patna Special Correspondent
reportg: ; -

Mr. Faswan waefeﬁgg*sd his

stand on a Muslim chief minister
on the grounds that only this
would “to get justice for the com-
munity.”

He wondered whether the
RJD and the NDA were not play-
ing caste politics by projecting
Rabri Devi and Nitish Kumar as
their chief ministers.

FIR against Rabri

The Vaishali district adminis-
tration has filed a first informa-
tion report (FIR) against the
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former Bihar Chief Minister, Ra-
bri Devi, on the charge that she
had violated the Model Code of
Conduct.

She arrived at Hajipur in a
cavalcade of 30 vehicles for filing
her nomination for the Ragho-
pur constituency on October 4.
She also used loudspeakers
without permission, the FIR
said. o

The district officials have sus-
pended a magistrate and the in-
spector of the .Mahua police
station for allegedly allowing the
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader and
Railway Minister Lalu Prasad to
drive a car without a number
plate from the helipad to his
meeting venue at Cherhakal in

the Mahua block.
A case has been filed against
RID candidate Shivchandra

Ram, who owned the car. .
The police also arrested the
RJD nominee in Belaganj, Sure- .
ndra Prasad Yadav, on the
carrying illegal |
firearms.

Re-arrest ordered

ANI reports:

The Election Commission on
Thursday directed the police to
re-arrest the younger brother of
Union Minister Jaiprakash Na-
rain Yadav, Vijay Prakash, who
was released on bail within two
hours of his arrest on October 18. .

Police had arrested Mr. Vijay
Prakash for carrying a rifle, Rs.
6.68 lakhs in cash and 50 battles
of liquor during the poll.




BJP attacks fatwa,

vote-bank politics

l

“UPA Government practlses minorityism, % c(;:@@“

Neena Vyas

CHENNAL: The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s political resolution
adopted here on Saturday
charged the United Progressive
Alliance Government with prac-
tising “minorityism” to the ex-
tent that it could once again
nurture the kind of Muslim sep-
aratism which led to the creation
of Pakistan.

The party said the Govern-
ment was obsessed with vote-
bank politics, that it revived reli-
gion-based  reservation in
education and employment —~
the reference was to the attempt
to provide reservation to Mus-
lims in Andhra Pradesh and cre-
ate a 50 per cent quota for
Muslims in Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity — in violation of the cri-
teria settled by the Constitution.

“Minority appeasement”

In the “atmosphere of minor-
ity appeasement” resulting from
the UPA Government’s vote-
bank politics, Muslim clergy
were emboldened to indulge in
the “politics of fatwas,” issuing
directives aimed at intimidating
women, it said.

During the discussion on the
political resolution on the sec-
ond day of the national executive
committee meeting, senior dele-
gate Pyarelal Khandelwal want-
ed a few words added saying it
was this kind of mentality that
led to the two-nation theory pro-
pounded by Mohammad Ali Jin-
nah (Pakistan founder).

“Feeble attempt”

The addition was seen as a
feeble attempt to revive the Jin-
nah controversy, which had em-
barrassed party president LK.
Advani, and was not accepted.

The resolution lau%lh)d an
all-out attack on the UPA, accus-
ing it of “incoherence, reckless-
ness and drift,” saying that
“negativism” was its hallmark
and charging it with “squander-
ing the rich inheritance” be-
queathed to the country by the
Vajpayee Government.

“Strategic veto”

It covered much the same
ground Mr. Advani dealt with in
his presidential address on Fri-
day. It spoke about the “over-
riding veto of the UPA
chairperson [Sonia Gandhi] and
her coterie,” the “strategic veto”
of the Left and the “blackmail of
the tainted ministers” that

marked decision-making in the

UPA.
While Mr. Advani described
Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh as the weakest Prime Min-
ister the country had had, the
political resolution said “the
Prime Minister, who did not
wield authority even in his own

Cabinet,” was presiding over
“this fractious combination”
that was the UPA.

Asked why the BJP had not
evaluated its role as Opposition,
party leader Sushma Swaraj,
whoreleased the resolution, said
it would play effective Opposi-
tion. The resolution said the BIP
would go to the people and “vig-
orously mobilise public opinion
against the Government.” She
added the National Democratic
Alliance headed by the party was
“the alternative” to the UPA.

Advani issue

Asked about the timetable for
Mr. Advani’s exit as party presi-
dent, an apparently displeased
Ms. Swaraj said: “I have no in-
formation whether it will be in
December or tomorrow.”

But could the BJP play its role
when its president’s authority
stood undermined and his con-
tinuation was uncertain? Ms.
Swaraj said, “No, his position is
not undermined.”



Special Correspondent

NEW DELRL: The Congress has vir-
tually turned down the suggesti-
on of Lok Jan Shakti Party (LJP)
president Ram Vilas Paswan
that a Muslim should be project-
ed as Chief Minister if it wanted
him to join a secular alliance for
the Bihar Assembly polls.

“The issue of Chief Minister
can be decided later. Let us get
the majority, once we get it we
can consider..you cannot put
the cart before the horse,” AICC
general secretary Digvijay Singh
told reporters a day after he met
Mr. Paswan for the third time.

Mr. Singh said Mr. Paswan
was not as “rigid” as he was dur-
ing the two earlier rounds of
meetings. He has been impress-
ing upon Mr. Paswan the need to
have a broad secular alliance for
the Bihar polls, including Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD) and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist).

The Congress has been trying
to convince Mr. Paswan that his
stand not to join any coalition
that includes the RJD would on-
ly help the Janata Dal (United)-
Bharatiya Janata Party alliance.

Mr. Paswan on Saturday stuck
to his stand to have a Muslim

Congress turns ... e
down Paswan's «;-
plea on Muslim CM

You cannot put the cart before the horse: Digvijay

Chief Minister. The LJP would
play a key role in government
formation, he said.

At a seminar, he said the issue
of having a Muslim Chief Minis-
ter was not about religion, but
about rights since the communi-
ty, which had a substantial pop-
ulation had held the top post in
the State only once.

Efforts were on to create a
third alternative comprising
non-BJP, non-RJD parties such
as the CPI, All India Forward
Bloc, Revolutionary Socialist
Party and Communist Party of
India (Marxist-Leninist) Liber-
ation, he said.
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COMMUNAL HOARDING IN BHOPAL

RSS stirs,

55,

a\cauldron

Santosh Singh in-Bhopal

Jan. 4. — The RSS has stirred
a fresh controversy in Madhya
Pradesh with a hoarding that
poses a direct question: Aapke
nati-pote Hindu rah sakenge kya
(Will  your  grandchildren
remain Hindus?). Its footsol-
diers claum that this is the mes-
sage of Census 2001... read
between the hines. The Bhopal
RSS chief. Mr Vilas Goley,
finds nothing wrong with the
hoarding which he describes as
a plea 1o unite Hindus.

It bears recall that morce than
4 year ago, the RSS had disrupt-
ed the staging of Habib Tanvir’s
play, Ponga Pandit, and had
screened  a {ilm on  Veer
Savarkar at an Indorc theatre
during a programme to train

6,000 RSS. VHP and Bajrang

Dal activists.

The hoarding has been put up
at Bhopal's Roshanpura Square
and Banganga prior to the RSS’
path sanchajan (march) to be
held at Yadgare-e-Shahjahani
Park on 23 January.

The state’s BJP government
claims that it is concerned over

the law and order aspeft as
Muslims are predominant in the
peripheral areas. On the
ground, however, the Madhya
Pradesh government has taken
1o steps to check the RSS.

And to justify inaction, the
district administration pleads
that since there have been no
complaints against the hoarding,
the authorities can’t act on their
own. The Bhopal Municipal
Corporation says its duty is to
allot space for a hoarding, not to
vet its contents.

Only a group of intellectuals,
wmcluding Habib Tanvir, has so
far voiced its protest through a
joint statement.

The administration’s respo-
nse makes a mockery of Section
153-A of the Indian Penal Code
which states that anyone “pro-
moting enmity between differ-
ent groups on grounds of reli-”
gion, race, place of birth, resi-
dence, language, or doing acts
prejudical to maintenance of
harmony by either the spoken
or the written word, or doing
anything to disturb the peace
shall be punished with impris-
onment up to three years, with
fine or both”.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

The controversial hoarding. — PTI
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~Godhra probe sees

(y .,
OURSPECIAL \%\\formed by t)he zvxanmohan

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 17: The
Godhra train fire in which 59
people were killed three years
ago was accidental, an inquiry
report said today.

A Centre-appointed com-
mittee headed by Justice U.C.
Banerijee said in its interim re-
port there was no reason to
infer that miscreants from
outside had a role to play in
the blaze in a coach of the
Sabarmati Express on Febru-
ary 27, 2002.

The finding flies in the face
of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s justification that the
subsequent riots in which
over 1,000 people of the minor-
ity community died were the
result of an emotional reac-
tion to a planned carnage.

State police investigations
have led to the arrest of over
100 people, who have been ac-
cused of hatching a conspira-
cy to set fire to the train carry-
ing kar sevaks from Ayodhya.

Even today as Justice Ban-
erjee’s report said the fire was
accidental, a top Gujarat po-
lice officer deposed before a st-
ate-level inquiry commission
claiming that “terrorist links”
tothe incident had emerged.

The Banerjee committee,

Singh government on Septem-
ber 4, 2004, to “ascertain the
precise cause of fire in the
coach S6”, also rejected the no-
tion that inflammable sub-
stance could have been used.

“In my view it is not possi-
ble since the sequence of fire
shows that first there was a
smell of burning, followed by
dense smoke and flames there-
after. This sequence is not pos-
sible in case the fire is caused
by an inflammable liquid
thrown on the floor of the
coach or an inflammable ob-
ject thrown from outside the
coach,” it said.

The committee pointed out
that the report by the division-
al railway manager, Vadodara,
that the fire was caused by
miscreants is a “figment of his
imagination without ascer-
taining the matter in its prop-

eFire ariginated inside the coach

w Kar sevaks were armed with
trishuls and could have stopped
miscreants from entering the
coach if there had been such an
attempt

«Petrol theory, miscreant theory
and electrical fire as possible
cause of the blaze eliminated

THE TELEGRARY

er perspective”.

Justice Banerjee wondered
how kar sevaks armed with
trishuls would allow them-
selves to be burnt without a
murmur by persons entering
the coach from outside.

The committee has obser-
ved that the possible cause of
the fire could be cooking.
“Some evidence of cooking in-
side the coach by kar sevaks
was also given before the com-
mittee,” Justice Banerjee told
reporters.

“Other reasons have also
been cited, including an unex-
tinguished cigarette butt.”

The findings appear to be
consistent with an earlier re-
port prepared by the Forensic
Science Laboratory which
maintained that the fire had
started within the coach.

Quoting a submission by a
traveller in S6, the judge

| «Possibility only of an

accidental fire

eFailure on part of the railway
safety commission and the
railway administration to conduct
a statutory inquiry

= The Godhra fire brigade
delayed its arrival and came

with ineffective engines and

: non-functioning motor pumps

accident

i dem b

f e

added: “The passengers did
notrealise that there was afire
in the train till the time the
smoke became thick and start-
ed irritating the eyes and
choking the throat; it was at
that stage only the realisation
arose to leave the coach. They
ran to the door and used lug-
gage to break the windows.”

He criticised the railway
authorities for the slipshod
way in dealing with the fire.

“The entire approach
seems to be very casual and,
unfortunately, the high-ups in
the Western Railways did not
adhere to even the basic rules
mandated in the accident ma-
nual,” the former judge said.

“Based on the records
made available, the committee
is of the view that all is not
well with railway safety”

Railway minister Laloo
Prasad Yadav, who is prepar-
ing for elections in Bihar, said
he would take action against
Nitish Kumar, his predecessor
and political rival in his home
state, if there was any indica-
tion of a cover-up.

Nitish Kumar described
the report as a “political stu-
nt” before an election. His ally,
the BJP, called it an “extra-
constitutional effort to influ-

ence the course of justice”.
W See Page 6 /
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Patna/New Delhi, Jan. 18:
Laloo Prasad Yadav today hit
the campaign trail with a copy
of a panel report that termed
the Godhra carnage an “acci-
dent”, running the risk of
drawing the Election Commis-
sion’s attention a day after it
indicted him.

Campaigning at Belaganj
near Gaya, Laloo Prasad said
the Justice U.C. Banerjee com-
mittee’s interim report had br-
ought out the “truth of Godh-
ra” and he, as railway minis-
ter, would not spare the guilty.

His Bihar rival, Nitish
Kumar, immediately wrote to
the Election Commission,
which had yesterday repri-
manded Laloo Prasad in a
cash distribution complaint
and put him on notice.

Nitish asked the panel to
“ban” the use of the report as
a “political weapon”. It would
create communal tension, said
Nitish, who was railway min-
ister when the incident hap-
pened.

Chief election commissio-

ner T.S. Krlst‘l\?équzﬂh\y who

is in Ranchi, said he was yet to
see the complaint. “I will go
through all the letters after
reaching Delhi and suitable
action will be taken in every
case after a thorough inquiry,”
he said. Krishnamurthy is to
tour Bihar on Thursday.

Laloo Prasad’s Rashtriya
Janata Dal vowed to include
the presentation of the inter-
im report in its manifesto, say-
ing it is a “significant” docu-
ment that nails the falsehoods
promoted by the National De-
mocratic Alliance.

The report, made public
yesterday, dismisses the possi-
bility of miscreants having set
the coach on fire from outside
on February 27, 2002, and says
the blaze started from within.

Sources in Delhi said the
Election Commission is likely
to take cognisance of Nitish’s
complaint and conduct an in-
quiry.

An official in the Election
Commission said the com-
plaint would be given a “fair
hearing”. “We like to think
that we give all serious issues

Laloo flashes Godhra,
Nltlsh rushes to EC

a fair hearing,” the official
added.

If the commission decides -
to take up the complaint, it can
ask observers deputed in Bih-
ar to submit reports on the im-
pact of the Godhra report on
the campaign. However, the of-
ficial said, the commission wo-
uld not give an opinion before
it makes its own assessment.

Nitish has pointed out in
his letter that in the December
2002 elections in Gujarat, the
Election Commission had
asked parties not to turn the
Sabarmati Express tragedy
into a campaign issue.

The commission, then
headed by JM. Lyngdoh, had
observed that a campaign with
Godhra as the central theme
would polarise voters on com-
munal lines.

The commission had pro-
hibited the use, chiefly by ac-
tivists of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, of posters, hoard-
ings, T-shirts and a model
depicting the burning S-6
coach of the Sabarmati Ex-

press inarally.

W See Page 6
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“Salt into the woynd!

he crucial problem of establishing the truth in respect
of the fire on the Sabarmati Express in Godhra that
claimed 59 lives in February 2002 remains unclear after the
Banerjee Commission’s interim report. The carnage
engineered after that in Gujarat left a trail of huge
suffering. The question is whether those who unseated the
NDA at the Centre in last May’s parliamentary election
are as concerned about the suffering as about using it as a
convenient tool to woo the minority vote-bank. They have
~ reason to be delighted with the Banerjee Commission, set
up by Union railway minister Lalu Prasad for purposes
which are all his own. It is a different matter that, in a
hurry to bring out an interim report, the Commission
leaves important questions unanswered and rubs salt into
festering wounds.

How could a departmental inquiry pre-empt the criminal

J trial and the Nanavati Commission? Why was the report
timed to help Lalu make it a campaign issue for assembly
election that has invited criticism from the Election
Commission? What evidence did his Commission have
and who were their witnesses? The retired judge did not
help matters by refusing questions after releasing the
report. He did say with disarming simplicity, in a
television interview, that he was unaware of political
nuances.

Whether he thus played into the hands of the minister
appears to be a question which perhaps, his great friend,
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, might care to answer. The
question that survives is why, if the Commission is not
considering extraneous purposes, it chooses this precise
time to rule out a conspiracy, suggest an “accident” based
on demonstrably inadequate premises and help Lalu
regain the confidence of minorities just when he needs it
the most.

The RID leader’s camp is cheerful. The railway minister,
who did not wait for a court verdict or the Nanavati
Commission’s findings, ordered this departmental inquiry
knowing that another commission was on the job and a
criminal trial was in progress. What the Banerjee
Commission now does is to come to conclusions on the
Godhra incident that make the other commission and trial
somewhat superfluous.

It leaves a bad taste for those who have an implicit faith
in our retired judiciary and who watch Lalu indulge in one
gimmick after another. But even after these calculated
games, the man under scrutiny in the huge fodder scam,
may still not be out of trouble. His main rival, Ram Vilas
Paswan, and the Congress are still relying on the
possibilities of staging a comeback in the Bihar assembly
election.

The irony is that Paswan and Congress are singing the
same tune on the report while hoping at the same time that
the minorities will desert Lalu. If in the midst of all this,
Godhra remains an unsolved mystery, none of these
parties may have any regrets. The rest of the country must
regret that institutions are targeted, that confidence j
shaken by willing tools of politicians, and that y/e?e sedrs
will talyongcr to heal — if at all. X/ p



By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, FEB. 13. Even as the Rash-
triya Janata Dal today clarified
its position over the controver-
sial “CD on Godhra” to the Elec-
tion Commission, the latter
cracked the whip lodging crimi-
nal cases in at least two districts
| where the CD had been
screened and posters relating to
the Gujarat riots had been
pasted.

A delegation of the RJD today
submitted its response to the
show cause notice issued to it
by the commission on the re-
lease of the controversial CD
charging that the party had vio-
lated the model code of con-
duct.

The RJD submitted its reply
to the Chief Electoral Officer,
K.C. Saha, here who would for-
ward it to the commission in
Delhi for a decision.

The party MP, Ram Kripal Ya-
dav, denied that the party had

/ ¢ /Cases filed on o o
\; Godhra ‘CD’ issue

anything to do with the CD and
that the commission was free to
take action against those re-
sponsible for its release.

On the other hand, a case has
been lodged against unknown
persons at the Rupauli police
station in Purnia district under
the Representation of the Peo-
ple Act. The police were also ex-
amining the role of the RJD
MLA and candidate, Bima Bha-
rati, in this connection.

FIRs against five

In a related matter, FIRs were
lodged at the Supaul and Pipra
police stations in the Supaul
constituency against five per-
sons for pasting posters relating
to the Gujarat riots. The com-
mission’s special adviser, KJ.
Rao, inquired into the matter.
The police said the posters were
found on the RJD offices and
neighbouring houses and had
been ordered by Mr. Rao to file
the cases.
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US denies diplomatic visa to Modi

New Delhi: In a stinging snub to Gu-
jarat chief minister Narendra Modi,
the US on Friday denied him a diplo-
matic visa and revoked his
tourist/business visa under a law that
bars such a privilege to anyone who
carries out severe violations of reli-
gious freedom.

Modi has been denied diplomatic visa
and his tourist/business visa, already
granted, has also been revoked under a
section of US Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, a spokesman of the US em-
bassy said here. The act prohibits any-
body who was “responsible for or direct-
Iy carried out at any time, particularly
severe violations of religious freedom.”

The CM was to pay a five-day visit to
the US from March 20 and some Indian-
American groups had threatened to or-
ganise protests against him and two
American congressmen had planned to
introduce a resolution condemning the
policies and actions of the state admin-
istration in the light of post-Godhra ri-
ots that rocked the state in 2002. *“We can
confirm that chief minister of Gujarat
state Narendra Modi applied for but was
denied the diplomatic visa under section
214 (B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act because he was not coming for
the purpose that qualified for diplomat-
icvisa,” the spokesman said.

“His tourist/business visa was re-
voked under section 212 (A) (2) (G) of
the act which makes any government
official who was responsible for or di-
rectly carried out at any time, particu-
larly severe violations of religious
freedom, ineligible for visa,” he added.

The BJP reacted sharply to the denial
of visa, saying it was “unwarranted”
and had caused “insult” to the entire
nation. The party asked the central gov-
ernment to intervene in the matter and
make a statement, particularly clarify-
ing whether it was done “in its knowl-
edge.” “Granting visa is the sovereign
right of any state but the manner in
which it was done and reasons given
(for denial of visa to modi) are unac-
ceptable,” senior BJP leader and for-

L

India lodges
- strong protest

New Delhi: India on Friday lodged a
strong protest to the US for its “un-
called for” decision to deny visa to Gu-
jarat CM Narendra Modi and sought
an “urgent reconsideration.”

Hours after the US decision, exter-
nal affairs ministry summened US
head of mission and conveyed its
protest. US deputy chief of mission
Robert Blake, who met foreign secre-
tary Shyam Saran for 30 minutes, said
that he had explained the reasons for
the decision and India had asked
Washington to review it.

External affairs
spokesman Navtej Sarna told re-
porters that the US embassy action
was “uncalled for and displays lack of
courtesy and sensitivity towards a
constitutionally-elected chief minis-
ter of a state of India.”

The ministry of external affairs
called the head of the mission tolodge
a strong protest against the denial of
visa to Modi and requested “urgent
reconsideration” of the decision. he
said. e1s

mer external affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha told reporters in New Delhi.
Sinha said the Central government
showld take up this issue strongly with
the US embassy and government.
“Modi was going to the US on an invi-
tation from gujarati community. The
US administration has come to the con-

»

clusion without checking facts with
Gujarat government. This {s unwar-
ranted,” Sinha said. The Congress as-
sailed US action but made it clear that
the party’s stand on the issue should in
no way be linked to its opposition to the
controversial hjp leader. Party
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ministry ¥

spokesman Anand Sharma said the US
action was “not called for” given the
fact that Modi is a chief minister and is
holding a constitutional position.
“Why should we use such strong
words,” he said when asked whether
the Congress would condemn the US
action. “India will feel strongly when a
chief minister is denied visa,” he said
when asked whether Washington’s
move was an insult to the country.
Replying to a question, he said the
Congress had also attacked the US for
subjecting George Fernandes to strip
search when he had visited that coun-
try as defence minister in the NDA
governmnent. eu -

19 war 2008
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- ceeedom
Modi calls it
as insult to
constitution

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Fuming over the cancel-
lation of his US visa, Narendra Modi on
Friday refused to dub it a personal em-
barrassment and instead tried to proj-
ect the US move as “an affront to the In-
dian Constitution and sovereignty”

Addressing a crowded press confer-
ence, in one of his rare interactions
with the media in Gujarat, a combative
Modi said he was writing to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh to take the
necessary measures to “uphold the
self-respect of Indians in the wake of
this US attack.”

“The US should know that the entire
minority community has been hound-
ed out of Kashmir because of Pak-
istani backing to terrorists, but the US
governiment does not behave in this
fashion with the Pakistani head of
state.  Similarly minorities in
Bangladesh are being persecuted for
the last 30 years but the US has never
allowed this violation of human rights
to interfere with its diplomatic rela-
tions with Bangladesh.”

Modi asked whether India should
also treat the US Chief of Army in the
same way, should he decide to visit In-
dia, if all the human rights violations
by the US army in Iraq are to be taken
into consideration. Without naming his
detractors, he said the US decision to
deny him a visa was taken under the in-
fluence of “terrorist-sponsored NGQs.”

Modi frequently used phrases like
“America ka dussahas, America ki man-
mant and America ka dushkritya”dur-
inghis half-hour press conference.



‘ U S. sticks to guns
“on Modi vnsa

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 21. Despite
the Indjan Government’s re-
quest 16 reconsider the issue,
the United States will not grant
an entry visa to the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi.
This was communicated by the
U.S. Embassy here to the Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA)
today.

In a brief statement to the
press, the U.S. Ambassador, Da-
vid C. Mulford, reiterated Wash-
ington’s earlier stand that Mr.
Modi could not be granted a
diplomatic visa as the purpose
for which he wished to travel to
the U.S. did not make him eligj-
ble for one. As for the Gujarat
Chief Minister's existing tour-
ist/business visa, he said this
had been revoked under Sec-
tion 212 (a) (2) (g) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act,
which made any foreign gov-
ernment official who “was re-
sponsible for or directly carried
out, at any time, particularly se-
vere violations of religious free-
dom” ineligible for a visa.

“The MEA requested that the
Department of State review the
decision to revoke his tourist/
business visa,” Mr. Mulford
said. “Upon review, the State
Department re-affirmed the
original decision.”

Reac@pg to the decision, the

: ‘ ¢

MEA spokesman saxd tfxat the
Government of India “regrets
that in spite of its demarche ..
for an urgent reconsideration of
their decision to deny a visa to
Mr. Modi ... the U.S. has not re-
vised its decision ... This disre-
gards the fact of the
constitutional position of the
Chief Minister of Gujarat as a
democratically elected leader
and appears to be based on se-
lective judgment.”

No visa ban on BJP

In his statement, Mr. Mulford
stressed that the visa ban “ap-
plies to Mr. Narendra Modi on-
ly” and not to the Bharatiya
Janata Party as a whole. “It is
based on the fact that, as head
of the State Government in Guj-
arat between February 2002 and
May 2002, [Mr. Modi} was re-
sponsible for the performance
of state institutions at that time.
The U.S. State Department's de-
tailed views on this matter are
included in its annual Country
Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices and the International Reli-
gious Freedom Report. Both
reports document the violence
in Gujarat from February 2002
to May 2002 and cite the Indian
National Human Rights Com-
mission report, which states
there was ‘a comprehensive
failure on the part of the State
Government to control the per-

snstent vmlanon of rights of life,
liberty, equality, and dignity of
the people of the State’.”

The U.S. Ambassador reject-
ed the charge that the denial of
visa to Mr. Modi was “directed
at the BJP institutionally or Guj-
aratis as a commumty The
U.S., he said, “is deeply appre-
ciative of the role that the BJP,
and the Vajpayee Gavernment
in particular, played in opening
the way for the positive trans-
formation in U.S.-India rela-
tions. 1 would note also the
great respect the U.S. has for the
many successful Gujaratis who
live and work in the U.S, and the
thousands who are issued visas

.. each month.” ‘

Though Mr. Mulford said that '
the U.S. and India, “as two great
and vibrant democracies, share

“common values on the freedom

of speech, freedom of religion,
and representative govern-
ment,” the MEA spokesman
said the denial of a visa to Mr.
Modi was “not in keeping with
the objectives that India and the
U.S. share as democratic coun-
tries.” Every country has a sov-
ereign right to issue or deny
visas, he said, but democratic
tradition and practice “must
uphold the dignity of palitical
office that is the result of elec-
tions and a mandate given by
the people of a country or
State.”
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BIP com%i%tgegﬁ
to Ram temple,

. says Advani

New Delhi: Calling on the par-
ty to do some
“honest soul-
searching”
and apply
“necessary
correctives”,
BJP  presi-
dent L K Ad-
vani on
Wednesday
reaffirmed his party’s commit-
ment for reconstruction of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

He said the “biggest chal-
lenge” before the party was its
speedy revival in Uttar Pradesh
while consolidating base in its
“traditionally strong” states
and recovering the lost ground
in states which had “slipped”.

Addressing the BJP national
council meeting on the occasion
of the party’s silver jubilee cele-
brations, Advani said, “I have
said that the silver jubilee year
is as much an occasion for in-
trospection as it is for celebra-
tion. Let us use this occasion to
do some honest soul- searching
and apply necessary correc-
tives, whereever needed.”

Though the veteran leader
did not refer to any particular
issue or area in which the party
should introspect, he did say
that the BJP, while in power at
the Centre for six years, had
somehow neglected to pay prop-
er attention to its core con-
stituency.

“We did not remain adequate-
ly in contact wi

ignored our own
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karyakartas (activists). e
failed to address their griev-
ances. And we did not always re-
spond to their feedback respect-
fully;” he said.

Advani said the party took its
core constituency, that stood
with it in the low and high tide of
politics, for granted, which had a
definite effect on the outcome in
the Lok Sabha elections.

“We must draw the right les-
sons from this experience, If we
do so, I have no doubt that the
BJP will return to the path of
ascendancy whenever the Lok
Sabha elections are held next,”
he said.

The national council session
is being attended by over 300
delegates from all over the
country and senior leaders, in-
cluding former prime minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, chief
ministers, state unit presidents
and NDA convener George Fer-
nandes, who is there as a guest.

Looking at the challenges and
opportunities ahead, Advani
said the party must take multi-
ple steps to strengthen its appeal
to the youth and make it the
voice and choice of young india.
On the Ayodhya issue, Advani
said, “Our party’s commitment
to reconstruction of the Ram
temple remains total, unshake-
able and irreversible. We contin-
ue to believe that a negotiated
settlement through dialogue be-
tween representatives of Hindu
and Muslim communities in an
atmosphere of mutual trust,
goodwill and accommodation is
the most desirable route to solve
this long-pending issue.” en
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RSS conversion

claim refuted

Muslims for apology over Sudarshan’s remar

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: The Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh’s claim that it con-
verted nearly 500 Muslim
families to Hinduism at a “Dhar-
ma Sabha” (religious assembly)
recently in Beawar town of Ra-
jasthan was on Thursday refuted

. by Muslims of the region, who
stated that those who attended
the Sabha were the descendants
of the people who had embraced
Hinduism long before Inde-
pendence. They said the pur-
ported conversion was an
“eyewash” aimed at deceiving
none other than Hindus.

The office-bearers of Rajas-
than Cheeta-Mehrat' (Kathat)
Mahasabha - representing the
local Muslims - denounced at a
Press conference here the at-
tempts by the RSS to create an
impression that Muslims were
coming to the fold of Hinduism
in large numbers and demanded
action against the Sangh leaders
for disturbing communal har-
mony in the region through their
frequent programmes.

The RSS chief, K.S. Sudar-
shan, addressing the Dharma
Sabha organised in the Ashapura
Mata temple on the outskirts of
Beawar on Monday, had called
upon Hindus to accept the peo-
ple who had converted to other
religions “under coercion” and
now wanted to come back to the
fold of the religion of their an-
cestors. He said such families
should be encouraged to revert
to Hinduism. and given due
respect.

The general secretary of the
Mahasabha, Shafi Mohammed
Kathat, pointed out that the

Both the RSS and the
VHP have organised a
series of ““‘conversion
ceremonies” in and
around Beawar during
the past decade and
constructed the
Ashapura Mata
temple as the

rallying centre

Cheeta-Mehrat clan of Rajputs
in the Ajmer-Merwara region
had converted to Islam in the
14th and 15th centuries but was
not acquainted fully with the Is-
lamic rites. The people of the
clan practised the rituals of both
the religions till early 20th cen-
tury when a section of them em-
braced Hinduism and others
added the ‘Kathat’ suffix to their
caste to express their Muslim
identity.

The Sangh Parivar has identi-
fied Cheeta-Mehrats, who are al-
ready Hindus, as the target
group in its conversion drive and
flaunted them as those who have
abandoned Islam to accept the
faith of their forefathers. Both
the RSS and the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad have organised a series
of “conversion ceremonies” in
and around Beawar during the
past decade and constructed the
Ashapura Mata temple, dedicat-
ed to the family deity of the Raj-
put ruler, Prithviraj Chauhan, as
the rallying centre.

Mr. Shafi Mohamnied said the

~
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function which was shown as the
Dharma Sabha was in fact the
annual fair organised every year
to mark Ramnavmi and the peo-
ple of all religions participate in
it as a social gathering. .

The Mahasabha’s president,
Zafar Mohammed Cheeta, said
such events had invariably led to
tension between Hindus and
Muslims in the region and cre-
ated a confusion among outside-
rs who were not aware of the
complexities of social structure
of Cheeta-Mehrats. “In spite of
professing different religions,
our social customs are identical.
We maintain very cordial rela- |
tions and participate in each
other’s family functions,” he !
pointed out.

Mr. Zafar  Mohammed
charged the Sangh Parivar with
trying to get political mileage
out of its campaign of “lies and
deceit.The Mahasabha took ex-
ception to the misinformation
campaign launched in the rural
areas around Beawar and clar-
ified that Cheeta-Mehrats had
converted to Islam long before
the foundation of Mughal rule in
India. The population of Cheeta-
Mehrat (Kathat) caste is pres-
ently estimated at 10 lakhs.

"The Mahasabha demanded an
apology from the RSS for Mr.
Sudarshan’s statement claiming
that Cheeta-Mehrats were for-
cibly converted as Muslims and
called upon the Government to
take stringent action against the
Sangh and its affiliates for de-
ceiving the people at large about
the conversion in Beawar - that
never took place - to prevent
communal tension in the State.




No extension
for Mukherjee
probe panel

TiMES NEWS Nsrwom(

New Delh1 ThJ supreme
court on Friday rejected the
plea for extension of the
term of the Justice M K
Mukherjee inquiry commis-
sion into the mysterious dis-
appearance of Azad Hind
Fauj founder Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose about 60 years
ago. The term of the com-
mission, headed by former
supreme court ]udge Justice
Mukh,e‘rjee expires on May
* 2((,/" (11;\\
Petlzlone Anuj Kumar
Dhar had pleaded that scrap-
ping the panel would impede
the efforts to unravel the
mystery around Bose’s dis-
appearance. A bench of
Chief Justice R C Lahoti,
Justices D M Dharmad-
hikari and G P Mathur said
it was for the Centre to de-
cide whether or not to give
an extensien to the commis-

sion. :

The common is a‘ §1b
erty to submit its report and
the Centre could take further
action in accordance with
the Commissions of Inquiry
Act.

The commission was ap-
pointed on April 14, 1999 and
was given a six-month exten-
sion in November 2004.
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Afghan judge asks
tor an gS apology

Kabul, May 14 &L\r

THE US should‘;pologise for any
desecration of the Koran and
punish those responsible, a top
Afghan official said on Saturday
as sporadic anti-US protests
flared for a fifth day.

Sixteen Afghans have been
killed and more than 100 hurt
since Wednesday in the worst
anti-US protests across the coun-
try since the Americans invaded
in 2001. Newsweek magazine said
in its May 9 edition that investi-
gators probing abuses at the US
military prison at Guantanamo
Bay found that interrogators
“had placed Korans on toilets,

and in at least one case flushed a

holy book down the toilet”.

“If the Americans have done
this, then they should admit it
and punish those who did it and
apologise to Muslims,” Chief
Justice Fazl Hadi Shinwari said.

His call echoed the demands of
many of those who have been
taking to the streets of Afghan
towns and cities this week.
Protests erupted again on Satur-
day but apart from some stone
throwing, there was no violence,
officials said.

“There were demonstrations
... but there was no violence, they

were all peaceful,” said interior
ministry spokesman Lutfullah
Mashal.

The US has tried to calm global
Muslim outrage over the inci-
dent, saying disrespect for the
Koran was abhorrent and would
not be tolerated, and authorities
were investigating the allegation.

Afghan protesters were out
again on Saturday in the south-
ern town of Spin Boldak, on the
border with Pakistan, in neigh-
bouring Zabul province, in
Farah province in the west and
in Badghis in the northwest, of-
ficials said. School students
threw stones at an aid agency of-
fice in Badghis but no one was
hurt, residents said.

The protests began in the con-
servative eastern city of Jalal-
abad on Tuesday. Violence erupt-
ed there on Wednesday when
four protesters were killed.
Clashes occurred in different
places on Thursday and Friday.

The Outlook said there was al-
ready anti-American feeling
among Muslims who saw US-led
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as
wars against Islam. The sense-
less desecration only played into
the hands of fanatics who want-
ed to undermine democracy.

: Reuters
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MANAMA: A wave of anger has swept
through the Arab world following
reports about the desecration of
the Koran in the American deten-
tion facility of Guantanamo Bay.

The report has evoked loud pro-
tests across the region including
Saudi Arabia, the birthplace of Is-
lam, Egypt, Gaza and Iraq.

At the Jabaliya refugee camp in

Wave of ang

the northern Gaza Strip, around
2,000 Palestinians  marched
through the streets, holding aloft
copies of the Koran. The protes-
tors waved flags of the radical Pal-
estinian group, Hamas.
Demonstrators who had assem-
bled after Friday prayers burnt
American and Israeli flags. Around
400 persons mounted a similar
protest in the West Bank city of
Hebron. In Saudi Arabia, which is

THE 'y

er in Arab world

the guardian of Islam’s holiest plac-
esjauthorities urged Washington to
carry out a speedy investigation and
take “dissuasive measures.”

In Egypt, the banned Muslim
Brotherhood expressed “extreme
anger” and called for a public apol-
ogy from the U.S. Government.

The fallout of the incident was
also felt in Iraq, where both Shia
and Sunni clerics condemned the

alleged incident.
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quota step

7

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 23: The vice-
chancellor of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU), Naseem
Ahmed, today said the decisi-
on to allow 50 per cent reserva-
tion for Muslims in some cour-
ses was within the ambit
of the Constitution under
Article 31 (1).

“We have done it in only 43
courses of higher technical le-
arning out of a total of 289 af-
ter getting a go-ahead from the
Centre and actually it comes
to only 15.2 per cent for all the
courses, while the BJP-led
NDA that is criticising it now
had allowed 50 per cent reserv-
ation across the board to
Delhi’s Jamia Hamdard Uni-
versity,

“There is nothing commu-
nal about it. The proportion of
Muslim and non-Muslim stu-
dents is still going to remain
the same. The difference will
be that now we would get bet-
ter Muslim students from all
over the country and not just
those from among the internal
students or from only Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh. It is a step
to enhance the level of AMU as
anational university,” he said.

However, he said the uni-
versity continues to provide 25
per cent seats to internal stu-
dents and reduce it slowly so

that the existing system is noﬂt\

24 MLY 2005

(\! * demolished in one go.

Under the old policy, 50 per
cent seats were reserved for in-
ternal students, while the rem-
aining 50 per cent seats were
for students selected on the
basis of countrywide tests.

Now, while 50 per cent sea-
ts are reserved for Muslim ca-
ndidates, 25 per cent are for in-
ternal students and the remai-
ning 25 per cent for students in
the general category.

Ahmed added that the deci-
sion was also in line with the
judgment of a 11-judge bench
of the Supreme Court in the
TMA Pai Foundation case, in
which the court had said mi-
nority educational institu-
tions would have the right to
admit students of their choice.

“There is a history behind
this decision that started wh-
en a committee under Badaru-
ddin Tayyabji in 1987 recom-
mended 50 per cent reserva-
tion for Muslims. The same
was cleared by the executive
council, academic council and
the court of the AMU.

“Then, again, recommend-
ations to the same effect were
made by the Mumtaz Ahmed
Khan committee in 2001 and
duly cleared by the universi-
ty’s councils but it could never
be applied, as the then Union
government sat on it. Now, wh-
en the UPA government has
agcepted and allowed it, it is
Ke g made into an issue.”

THE TELEGRAPH
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Banerj |ee W
panel gets

- extensiop \
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New Delhi: The U C
Banerjee committee, prob-
ing the torching of Sabar-
mati express at Godhra in
February, 2002, was today
given a three-month exten-
sion by the Union cabinet
to complete its probe.

The extension would be
effective for three months
beyond June 4 this year, fi-
nance minister P Chi-
dambaram said after a
meeting of the cabinet
chaired by the PM.

“The extension period
will enable the high level
committee to complete its
complex investigations
and finalise its report”, he
said. The committee was
appointed by railway min-
ister Lalu Prasad after the
Congress-led UPA came to
power in Centre. It had run
into controversy for sub-
mitting an interim report
this year on January 17
terming as an accidental
fire the train blaze that
killed 59 Kar sevaks. The
incident had triggered
communal riots in the
state in 2002. The interim
report had also ruled out
inflammable liquid being
thrown into the coach. rn




Religion and politics

We reproduce with permission an editorial of
June 9, 2005 from Dawn, Pakistan’s respected
and most widely circulated English language
newspaper. It provides an interesting insight into
the key issues that the BJP president and former

Deputy Prime Minister, Lal Krishna Advani,
raised during his recent visit to Pakistan:

WHETHER or not Mr. LK. Advani is
persuaded to take back his resignation as
president of the Bharatiya Janata Party,
he has managed to bring into sharp focus
the dilemma of religio-political parties
in today’s rapidly globalising, and inevi-
tably secularising, world. The politics of
extremism and of exploiting religious
sentiments for political purposes may
become irrelevant even in limited, re-
gional contexts. Mr. Advani may be con-
sidered an unlikely catalyst for a debate
on this issue, but again he maybe just the
person. It was Mr. Advani who led the
notorious ‘rath yatra’ that mobilised
both urban and rural Hindus and culmi-
nated in the cruel destruction of the Ba-
bri Mosque in 1992. He now says that the
mosque’s demolition was the “saddest
day of my life,” but he had expressed no
such feelings at that time. His belated
remorse may sound unconvincing. Simi-
larly his discovery of the Quaid-i-Azam
as a secular leader flies in the face of
long-held Hindu nationalist creed that
owes its revitalisation to Mr. Advani
himself. But if even a person like him
believes that it is time to re-evaluate the
role of revivalist parties and to change
policies, it is as much political realism as
an intelligent realisation of the irresist-
ible forces that now confront many tra-
ditional political notions and practices.
This is not only an Indian or a BJP
problem. Pakistan too faces similar is-
sues, perhaps in an acuter form because
our Constitution specifically provides
for a state based on religion and is thus a
durable point of reference for religious
parties. They consider the Quaid’s Au-
gust 11 [1947] speech, to which Mr. Ad-
vani referred, as something best
forgotten or treated as an aberration.
Much of the BJP leadership appears to
feel that its Hindu card, which paid it

0 JuN »pps

A5
50
dividends i /t%xe ‘90s, has lost its magic.
The party is widely believed to have been
trounced in the last general elections
because of its preoccupation with reli-
gious politics to the exclusion of the
bread-and-butter concerns of ordinary
Indians. It now seeks to move to a mid-
dle ground and become something of the
kind of multi-denomination church that
Congress has been since its earlier so-
cialist leanings. The BJP’s more extreme
Hindutva allies resist the new likely ori-
entation, and it should be interesting to
see how long they will be able to main-
tain their present position.

In Pakistan, the religious factor in pol-
itics assumed a dominant character un-
der Ziaul Haq’s military regime but was
perhaps beginning to be pushed back in
subsequent years till sections of our es-
tablishment discovered the utility of
employing the Afghan jihad remnants
for purposes of state policy. The events
of 9/11 not only gave new life to religious
parties — partly in response to America’s
own crusading extremism — but also
precipitated dangerously warped forms
of assertion that are reflected in acts of
terrorism. When a process of introspec-
tion will begin within our own religious
parties is a pressing question. Equally
pressing is when the government, party
leaders, and state agencies will stop ex-
tracting mileage out of religious politics
and stop conducting the political debate
in a religious vocabulary. The establish-
ment of a genuinely democratic and par-
ticipatory system, based on the bedrock
of electoral accountability, is ultimately
the only way to remove angularities
from our politics and make our political
parties more responsive to temporal re-
alities. Otherwise, we can easily become
an anachronism in a world changing
around us. (Copyright Dawn)
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Advani

dem

ands”

‘befitting’TrepIy

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP

GUWAHATIL JULY 5

RITICISING the
UPA Government
for its poor han-
dling of internal
security, BJP chief L K Advani
has called for a “befitting re-
ply” totoday’s Ayodhya attack.

The former Deputy Prime
Minister, who arrived here to-
dayto address a BJP rally, said
the “dastardly” attack by six
militants on the high-security
makeshift Ram temple was a
disgrace for the country.

“The attack on (the) Ram
mandir is a very serious inci-
dent... and the country should
give a befitting reply to the
forces behind the attack. The
government should take a
very tough stand in dealing

with terrorists,” Advanisaid. _

The BIP chief, who learned
of the attack as he flew from
Shillong to Guwahati, got the
details after he landed here
shortly before noon. He then
rang up Union Home Minis-
ter Shivraj Patil to get the offi-
cial version of the incident. “1
must congratulate the security
personnel who successfully
foiled the attempt of the ter-
rorists to barge into the
shrine,” he added.
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Advani, who rushed back to
Delhi after winding up his
two-day tour of Meghalaya
and Assam, said he was in
constant touch with the Direc-
tor-General of CRPF which is
responsible for the shrine’s se-
curity. He said the Lashkar-e-
Toiba and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed could be behind the
attack. “These two terrorist
outfits are constantly on the
prowl to create trouble in the
country,” the BJP chiefadded.

Advani said senior party
leaders Kalyan Singh and Raj-
nath Singh had been sent to
Ayodhya to take stock.

Addressing a BJP rally here
later, the BJP chief said the

!M’“ AN vy e

UPA government was com-
placent about internal secu-
rity. This is what made terrorist
outfits dare to attack the Ayod-
hya temple, he added. “The
UPA Government has re-
mained complacent on inter-
nal security matters. It also
does not have a firm policy
and a coordinate strategy to
contain Naxalite activities in
different states,” Advanisaid.

Even so, he welcomed the
Centre’s initiative in bringing
ULFA to the negotiating table
and said the BJP would not
oppose talks with Assam mili-
tants. “We are however op-
posed to the ULFA demand
for holding talks on sover-
eignty. Sovereignty is not a
matter to be discussed with
any armed militant group,”
the former Deputy Prime
Minister said.

As Advani arrived in Shil-
long yesterday, ULFA chair-
man Arabinda Rajkhowa is-
sued a statement accusing the
BIP of communal politics and
urging Assam’s peopie to
keep away from the party.
“The people of Assam should
remain alert against the com-
munal designs of the BJB”
Rajkhowa said in the state-
ment that was e-mailed to
newspapers last evening.
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B JP president LK Advani on Wednesday shed
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his liberal mask and donned the saffron robe

as he sought to put the Ayodhya issue back
on the political centrestage, and snuggle himself
back into the hearts of the Hindu-minded.

A day after the jehadi strike in Ayodhya, Mr Ad-
vani made a desperate attemnpt
to exorcise the ghosts of
Karachi by reaffirming his cre-
dentials as a Ram Bhakt. Ad-
dressing a demonstration held
by his party here this afternoon,
the BJP chief declared that the
Ramjanmahoomi issue has
come alive and that his party
was committed to the construc-
tion of the temple at the disput-
edsite. His rernarks were aimed
as much at removing the ideo-
logical confusion that had
gripped the party since his im- {
age-rebuilding trip to Pakistan
as at sending a message to the
RSS and its affiliates.

The demonstration was held
as part of the BJP's plans to
whip up public sentiments
agatnst the failure of the Centre §
and the Mulayam Singh gov-
ernment to pre-empt the jehadi
attack, and put Ayodhya back
on the country’s political map.
In Uttar Pradesh and the BJP-
ruled states, where the party
had organised bandhs, the re-
sponse was qune satisfactory. Thus lending cre-
dence to the view that the fractious parivar had, for
once, decided to bty their differences and close
ranks on an issue which shaped the BJP's political
reflexes in the late 80s, helping it leapfrog to the sta-
tus of the largest party in the Lok Sabha less than a
decade later.

With the BJP now in the Opposition, it can afford

the lu ry of a hardline position in an attempt to
mobilise its cadre. It, however, runs the risk of an-
tagonising its allies such as the JD(U), which would
be wary of its partner’s decision to re-embrace Hin-
dutva with gusto. Nitish Kumar, the NDA's chief
ministerial candidate in Bihar, would be suspicious
of any move that has the unintended consequence
of forcing the state’s sizeable minority community
to rally behind Laloo Prasad Yadav.

As the BJP unleashes at-
tempts to reclaim its socio-polit-
ical space by taking refuge in re-
ligious mobilisation once again,
there is a distinct sense of edgi-

ess in the Congress camp. It
threatens to send its plans of re-
gaining its foothold in the Hindi
heartland, especially in UP, fora
six. Besides sending the Mus-
lims scurrying back to the Sama-
jwadi Party in large numbers,
the process also contains within
it the potential of blurring caste-
identities.

It was this process which saw
the Congress being obliterated

heartland in the late 80s and
{ 90s, when Hindutva held sway.

hoping for a re-run of the situa-
tion in an attempt to claw back
to the political centrestage.

Sensing an opportunity to
capitalise on Tuesday’s terror-
strike in Ayodhya and also to re-
build bridges with the sangh

i parivar, Mr Advani carefully

soughtto play on the sentiments of the cadre. “The
Ramjanmabhoomiissue, which had got buried, has
come alive once again after yesterday’s militant at-
tack in Ayodhya. Qur party believesin resolving the
issue either through judiciary or through talks be-
tween the two communities. But Ram Temple will
be built right there,” the BJP chief asserted amidst
repeated chants of “Jai SriRam”.
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he fidayeen assault on the disputed Ram te ple
complex in Ayodhya is a reminder that terror
strikes when least expected — and it strikes to
create panic. Tuesday’s terrorist attack came after
a suspiciously long hiatus, in itself reason for the Govern-
ment to have been cautious and well prepared. In the event,
the terrorists failed in their macabre mission thanks to the
quick reflexes of the security forces who risked their life and
limb to save the structure; there is no estimating the may-
hem that would have ensued but for the valiant effort of the
men on the spot. They reached within 100 metres of the
makeshift temple before they were overpowered and
gunned down. Tragically, they almost succeeded in their
design — which undoubtedly was to spread disaffection and
il will in the polity. The attack started a blame game that saw
political parties pitching into each other: the Centre against
the Mulayam Singh Government and the Bharatiya Janata
Party against the Centre.

The most cynically opportunistic in all this was the BJP
which pounced on the incident in the manner of a drowning
man clutching at straws. The party, led by no less than
Jaswant Singh, characterised the strike as an attack on
“Hindu sentiments” and asked for the resignation of the
Central and State Home Ministers. The Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad and the Bajrang Dal struck belligerent poses while
Narendra Modi equated July 5 Ayodhya with the 9/11 terror-
ist strikes in the United States. Not to be outdone, Lal
Krishna Advani sought a “fitting reply” to the fidayeen at-
tack. Perhaps by this he meant a “fitting protest” and little
else. Nonetheless, this kind of language was best avoided in
the prevailing inflammatory atmosphere. In any event, the
question arises as to what the BJP is protesting. There was a
security breach in Ayodhya but the disputed shrine came to
no harm. The security forces got the better of the terrorists
with barely any civilian casualty, which is much more than
what the BJP could claim while in office. On December 13,
2001, terrorists breached the fortress-like security of Parlia-
ment. They entered the complex through a gate used exclu-
sively by VIPs. The September 24, 2002 fidayeen attack on
the Akshardham temple in Gandhinagar left 33 civilians
dead and scores injured. These were greater tragedies which
by the same logic should have brought a larger share of
blame to the then government. Yet Mr, Advani did not offer
to resign. Nor did he need to. There is an element of inevi-
tability to any suicide mission which causes some damage
even when it is not wholly successful. Which is why it is
important that security strategies to tackle terrorism are
accompanied by political measures as well. And one vitally
important political route is to work for harmony within the
country, particularly in Kashmir, and work for peace be-
tween India and Pakistan. That would call for a united
resolve among political parties not to let their partisan
interests get in the way of the quest for peace and order.
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K Advani’s efforts to en-
L dear himself with the

Sangh parivar, relations
with whom had turned frosty af-
ter his Pakistan visit, continued
on Friday, with the BJP presi-
dent donning the saffron robe
again during his visit to Ayod-
hya, his first after the aborted bid
by a gang of jehadis to storm the
place. His daylong trip to Ayod-
hya, a town which provided the
platform for the BJP’s remark-
able ascent to the top of the polit-
ical ladder a little less than two
decades ago, saw him making
just the right noises about issues
close to the Sangh parivar’sidec-
logical beliefs, including the Ram
temple and Pota, the NDA en-
acted anti-terror law which has
now been scrapped by the UPA
government.

It also saw the BJP president
having a chance-meeting with
Ashok Singhal, president of the
VHE, which has launched a vi-
cious campaign against Mr Ad-
vani for the ideological infidelity
displayed by him during his
week-long trip to Pakistan.

Mr Singhal, whois in the fore-

front of this campaign, ran into
the BJP chief as he made his way
into Karsewakpuram to address
a party meeting. The two leaders
greeted each other before
going their way.

In his speech at Karsewakpu-
ram, Mr Advani, who appears to
be on a course-correction drive
tomend fences with the RSS and
its affiliates, emphasised all those
things which would please the
Hindu-minded. Besides flaying
the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment for repealing Pota, thereby
rendering the country vulnera-
ble to more such terror-strikes,

2 {‘) i
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he harped on the temple issue,

asserting that it was “back in the
minds of the people.”

“It is my charge that by scrap-
ping Pota, the central govern-
ment has sent a message that it
could compromise on terrorism.
This perception must be re-
moved,” Mr Advani told the
gathering, which had a fair
sprinkling of VHP activists. He
was accompanied by party col-
leagues Kalyan Singh, Sushma
Swaraj, Rajnath Singh and Uma
Bharti. “Thisissue has remained
dormant in the past many years
because of various factors. It's

the terrorists who have again
resurrected it and brought it
back to the minds of the people
of the country,” he added. When
asked whether the government
should share deep anguish of the
Hindus over the incident, Ad-
vani replied, “I would say the
whole country, this is an occa-
sion when we should basically
think about the Ram temple and
the intense desire of crores of
people. That's what I feel”.
Efforts should be made, Mr Ad-
vani added, to resolve the issue
in an atmosphere of coordina-
tion and cooperation.
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A peep into the mind of Mohammed Ali Jinnah

Shankar Bajpai

N VIEW of the recent controversy over
Mohammed Ali Jinnah’s beliefs and mo-
tives in the creation of Pakistan, the fol-
lowing documentary record of what he
said to an objective observer in April 1940, hard-
ly two weeks after the passing of the Lahore
Resolution, may be of public interest.

Girja Shankar Bajpai is not a name many will
know today, but his remarkable career made him
a prominent figure once. A civil servant by pro-
fession, setting several records, he was as skilled
in debates in the legislature as he was in diplo-
macy. He was the first Secretary-General in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Prime Minister
Nehru retained him as long as health permitted
as his principal foreign affairs adviser, although
his clear-eyed realism led to strong disagree-
ments.

What Bajpai did is relevant here in that he had
a rare rapport with the leaders of the nationalist
movements. His affinities and associations were
closest with the likes of Sapru, Jayakar, Setalvad,
Chintamani — the so-called Liberals who, alas,
could not bring themselves to indulge in the
rough and tumble of politics — but he was equal-
ly at home with Bhulabhai Desai, K.M. Munshi,
Satyamurti, and Bidhan Roy. In 1940, Bajpai was
one of the six Members of the Viceroy’s Exec-
utive Council, the colonial version of a Cabinet.

The Viceroy was Linlithgow, whose main in-
terest, agriculture, reinforced a bovine indiffer-
ence to political climates. In a rare moment of
initiative, he thought he would bring in some
additional members from public life. In the
spring of 1940, the disasters of war had not yet
overtaken Britain, and Linglithgow’s inadequa-
cies had added to the confusion about what the
nationalists could expect by way of progress to-
wards self-government. Bajpai suggested some
steps, and was asked to sound out the opinion
among his contacts. The meeting with Jinnah
happened in that context.

Jinnah’s masterly ambiguity about the nature
and make-up of Pakistan has led some analysts,
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“Mr. Jinnah said that no solution of the
Hindu-Muslim problem could be

entirely free from risks.”

including some observers at the time, to argue it
was a bargaining chip. His famous remark about
getting a “moth-eaten, truncated Pakistan” no
less than the “secularism” of his Pakistan Con-
stituent Assembly speech about Hindus and
Muslims ceasing to be Hindus and Muslims in
the state’s eyes (which is deleted in official Pa-
kistani versions) would indicate that he had
wanted something different from what emerged.
However, that will always be debatable. That he
was ready for the Balkanisation of India is the
main point of the conversation reproduced here.

Jinnah had made himself a skilful politician —
and politics is about power. The whole thrust of
his efforts was to secure equal power for unequal
groups, and he used religion for that purpose.
Would a different result have been obtained had
he been handled differently? We can keep spec-
ulating on that too. All that is certain is that
neither side got what it strove for, and we are all
still coping with the consequences. The follow-
ing is a reproduction of what Girija Shankar
Bajpai wrote after one of his meetings with
Jinnah:

“Note of a conversation with Mr. Jinnah —
18-4-1940:

“Yesterday I made a friendly call on Mr, M. A.
Jinnah whom I have known since my student
days in England. He had come to know the previ-
ous day of my impending visit to Bombay and
had extended an invitation to tea which I
promptly accepted.

“2. I was with him for an hour and three
quarters, practically all the time in the role of a
listener. I have never known Mr. Jinnah suffer
from diffidence. The impression he gave me yes-
terday was that he felt himself to be on the “top
of the world.” Doubtless the volume and una-
nimity of applause that he received during the
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recent session of the Muslim League at Lahore
had contributed to this sense of exaltation.

“3. Mr. Jinnah’s Qli-%‘ain topic was the proposal
to Balkanise India which the League, under his
leadership, has now publicly adopted as its goal.
He began by emphasising his initial prejudice to
the idea of breaking up India into separate Sov-
ereign States, a prejudice which, he added, had
lasted for many years and which had only been
overcome finally, during the last few weeks, as
the result of concentrated and detached think-
ing. What he had looked upon as a day-dream
when the late Sir Mohd. Igbal commended it to
Indian Muslims was now, of course with the
improvements that he had introduced, the only
logical and practical solution of the Indian prob-
lem. Muslims, he claimed, represented a distinct
religious and social entity and could never toler-
ate the idea of Hindu domination. Such dom-
ination, he continued, must be an essential
feature of an All-India Federation.

“India was more comparable to Europe than
to any other political unit. If the political unity of
Europe was a mere dream, how could it be any-
thing else in the case of India? A unity inspired
by sincere allegiance to common ideals was quite
out of the question for a sub-continent with so
many heterogeneous nationalities as Muslims,
Hindus of Aryan origin and Hindus of Dravidian
stock. The Muslim claim for separate States was
similar to that of the Telugus in South India, who
want a separate linguistic province of their own;
if the latter was legitimate, why should the for-
mer be looked upon as inimical to Indian in-
terests? In fact, he said that as early as 1917, the
late Mr. C. R. Das had put forward the idea of a
separate Dominion of Bengal.

“4.Itis not a feature of the scheme of separate
States as expounded by Mr. Jinnah that the
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Bihar and the United Provinces should migrate
to those provinces where Muslims are in a ma-
jority. He concedes that, in the proposed sep-
arate Sovereign States, there would be Hindu
and Muslim minorities. But he has persuaded
himself that, so long as there are certain States
where the Muslims control not merely internal
administration but such matters as Defence,
Communications and Commerce, in brief all
those subjects which would otherwise be feder-
al, Muslims will have a consciousness of political
power, independent and complete, without
which their aspirations and historical senti-
ments would never be satisfied. Mr. Jinnah also
argued that the idea of a separate Sovereign
State would also simplify the problem of fitting
Indian States into the fragmented India of his
conception. Mr. Jinnah has, however, the fol-
lowing “concessions” in mind vis-a-vis His Maj-
esty’s Government:

“(a) That the conglomeration of Sovereign
States which India, if divided, would constitute,
should remain within the British Common-
wealth of Nations.

“(b) That the transfer of Defence should be a
slow process, extending, possibly, over 40 or 50
years.

“(c) That this transfer should be effected, not
to the legislature of any of the proposed Sover-
eign States, but to their Executives.

“5. Mr. Jinnah’s attitude towards the Con-
gress may be summed up as follows:

“@) A profound distrust of Mr. Gandhi. With
bitter but vivid reminiscence he described how,
on several occasions in the past, Mr. Gandhi had
frustrated all of Mr. Jinnah’s constructive ef-
forts to advance India on the path of Dominion
Status. Mr. Jinnah could no longer treat the
Mahatma as a sane leader.

“(ii) An arrogant contempt for the Congress
High Command. He described the majority of
them as a collection of “crooks.”

“6. Mr. Jinnah averred a ready desire to come
to an arrangement with non-Congress Hindus,
but pointed out the impossibility of doing so
while these elements lacked both cohesion and
effective leadership.

“7. The arguments against Mr. Jinnah’s
scheme of dismembering India are both numer-
ous and conclusive. The most important of
these, that is, that if Muslim sentiment was as
vitally and fiercely opposed to Hindu hegemony
as he contended, the creation of separate States,
in some of which, on his own admission, Mus-
lims would be in a minority, would only inaugu-
rate a series of wars between predominantly
Hindu and Muhammadan States, I casually
mentioned to him. Mr. Jinnah admitted the dan-
ger but said that no solution of the Hindu-Mus-
lim problem could be entirely free from risks.
The other arguments I did not attempt to formu-
late, as I thought it more prudent to listen than
to discuss.

“8. It remains to be seen how Mr. Jinnah will
react to the declarations made in Parliament
yesterday by the spokesmen of almost all parties
against the League’s demand for separate Mus-
lim States. To a man in whom pride takes the
form of a greater and greater persistence in er-
ror, the more the error of a course chosen and-
commended by him is exposed, the declarations
will probably serve as an affront and, conse-
quently, a stimulus, at least to an even more
ardent public advocacy of his plan. I learnt from
other quarters, however, that Mr. Jinnah’s new-
ly born fervour for a Muslim Pakistan is no more
than a rejoinder to extreme Congress claims and
that, if some method could be devised to secure,
both in the provinces and at the Centre, an
effective infusion of true representatives of
Muslim opinion a Balkanised India may lose
most of its present attraction, even for him.”

Sd. By G. S. Bajpai

Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council & sent
to Viceroy

19-4-1940”

(Shanker Bajpai, Girija Shankar Bajpai’s son,
was India’s Ambassador to the United States,
China, and Pakistan. He is a Visiting Professor at
the University of California, Berkeley.)



