Kalyan calls for ‘forceful’
»“revival of Hindutva S

BJ P’s Mumbai conclave: Former UP chief minister’s
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ORMER Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister

Kalyan Singh created a
flutter at the BJP National
Council session today not only
because of his strong advocacy
of the Ram temple and Hin-
dutva, but also his indirect jibes
at the soon-to-be anointed
BIJP chief Rajnath Singh.

Seconding the pohtlcal Ieso-
lution at the session, Kalyan—
who was UP chief minister
when the Babri Masjid was
demolished in 1992—asked
the party leadership not to be
apologetic about its Hindutva
ideology because of the com-
pulsions of coalition politics.

Reiterating the Sangh Pari-
var’s pet theme that Hindutva
was not a narrow doctrine but
away oflife, Singh demanded
that it be “forcefully” es-
poused by taking up dormant
issues such as the Uniform
Civil Code and the building of
the Ram temple.

If his comments were em-
barrassing to the BJP leader-
ship given that the political
resolution made absolutely no
mention of Hindutva or the
Ram temple, his subsequent
remarks on criminalisation of
politics appeared to be di-
rected at Rajnath Singh.

Referring to the Rajnath-led
25-day-long “nyaya yatra” in
Uttar Pradesh recently, Kalyan
said when leaders ask people to
raise their hands and vow not
tosupport criminals in politics,
“leaders also must raise their
hands ,and vow not to give
(party) ticket to criminals”.

MILA Raja Bhaiyyawho hasa
long criminal record. When
Mayawati had put him in jail,
the UP don had evoked a lot
of support from his Thakur
community—to which Raj-
nath Singh also belongs.
Rajnath, who is slated to
formally take over as BJP
President on January 2, was at
one time a close associate of
Kalyan, but the two UP lead-
ers became bitter rivals later.
A rapprochement of sorts
took place recently, but once

‘Rajnath takes over as party

boss, the equations could
change again.

That apart, Kalyan—a key
OBC leader whose expulsion
from the party contributed to
the BJP’s decline in UP—is
also said to be unhappy with
the manner Uma Bharati was
expelled from the party.

Kalyan’s pro-Hindutva re-
marks, party circles feel, could
end up bolstering Uma’s

>

"> remarks make rift with Rajnath evident

and saffron concerns, and

Kalyan represented the same
“‘mandal-kamandal” combi-
nation in the heyday of the
BJPin UP.

While talk of any Kalyan-
Uma alliance at this juncture
would be too premature, the
demand for reviving the Ram
temple agitation could have
adverse implications on the
BJP’s future course under the
leadership of Rajnath.

With Assembly elections on
the anvil in several southern
and eastern states in 2006
(and in Uttar Pradesh in
2007), the BIP leadership
does not want to revive a stri-
dent Hindutva plank at the
risk of losing present or poten-
tial allies. But the party rank
and file, fed up with the ideo-
logical flip-flops at the top, are
keen on returning to the com-
forting certainties of the Hin-
dutva past, as was evident
from the enthusiastic ap-

‘It was aremark, many felt, “Ram-roti” campaign. The piause Kalyan’s Ram temple
aimed at Rajnath’s alleged  expelled sanyasin has always  talk received from the na-
closener to Samajwadi Party  sought to combine her OBC  tional council delegates today.
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Nov. 11.
Court of Human Rights has
upheld Turkey’s headscarf ban
in public buildings, ending a
lengthy legal battle with a victo-
ry for Ankara’s secularists.

The Court in Strasbourg yes-
terday confirmed an earlier rul-
ing against 32-year old Leyla
Sahin who was barred from sit-
ting for a university examina-
tion in 1998 because she wore a
headscarf.

The decision was a legal vin-
dication of the policies of a
country whose population is
overwhelmingly Muslim but
which imposes the ban in uni-
versities and public buildings to
prevent’ any religion being
favoured.

— The European.

Court upholds he (gscarf ban

The court ruled that the
Turkish law is consistent with
the European Convention on
Human Rights and with the
protection of womens’ rights in
general.

It argued: “When examining
the question of the Islamic
headscarf in the Turkish con-
text, there had to be borne in
mind the impact which wearing
such a symbol, which was pre-
sented or perceived as a com-
pulsory religious duty, may have
on those who chose not to wear
it.”

Limitations on the right to
wear a headdscarf could be
“regarded as meeting a pressing
social need”, the court ruled.

The ban is highly sensitive in
Turkey, and the daughters of
the Prime Minister, Mr Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, have been edu-

)ATESMAN

cated abro d i t to avoid
controversy on e issue.

Yesterday’s (decision has
implications for 'a host of other
legal cases, and for other coun-
tries with headscarf bans,
including France.

Meanwhile the Turkish gov-
ernment yesterday promised to
tackle shortcomings in its polit-
ical and legal reforms after the
European Commission said its
preparations to join the EU had
lost momentum.

The country’s foreign minis-
ter, Mr Abdullah Gul, said:
“Our government is determined
to implement the reforms, to
deepen and strengthen democ-
racy. We know our own defi-
ciencies and we are determined
to overcome them in the com-
ing process.”

— The Independent
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SC shifts Kanchi

\(\

New Delhi: In a major relief to
Kanchi Sankaracharyas and a slap
on the wrist of the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment and police, the supreme
court on Wednesday shifted the
Sankararaman murder case to
Pondicherry, holding that there wasa
case for “reasonable apprehension”
that the accused will not get justice in
the state.

seer’s trial to Pondy

(Tamil) in which all the witnesses
would depose.”

The court criticised the prosecut-
ing agencies for showing “extra in-
terest” in the case only on the ground
that Sankaracharya, who has been
chargesheeted in the case for alleged-
ly entering into conspiracy to mur-
der, is the head of the Mutt.

“It leads to an inference that state

It leads to an inference that state
machinery is not only interested in

securing conviction of the petitioner
(Seer) and other co-accused but also
bringing to a complete halt the entire

religious and other activites of the
Mutt—-Supreme Court

Just short of a year after Jayendra
Saraswati’s arrest on Diwali night in
Andhra Pradesh, a bench comprising
chief justice R C Lahoti and Justice G
P Mathur also felt that the Tamil
Nadu government was showing “in-
terest in securing the conviction of
the seer and halting the religious ac-
tivities of the mutt.”

The trial will now be shifted from
the principal sessions judge, Chin-
glepet, to principal sessions judge,
Pondicherry, a Union territory, where
too Tamil is the language of court
proceedings.

In a virtual balancing act, the court
conceded the seer’s plea for transfer
of the case outside Tamil Nadu, but
also yielded to the state’s request that
if at all it should be shifted, the trial
should be held in Pondicherry. The
seer had sought transfer of the case
to Chitoor or nearby areas in Andhra
pradesh.

Transferring the case, the bench
said “We are of the opinion to trans-
fer the case to Pondicherry as there
will be no difficulty in recording the
evidence in the same language

machinery is not only interested in
securing conviction of the petitioner
(Seer) and other co-accused but also
bringing to a complete halt the entire
religious and other activites of the
various trusts and endowments and
the performance of ‘pooja’ and other
rituals in the temples and religious
places in accordance with the cus-
toms and traditions and thereby cre-
ate a fear psychosis in the minds of
the people,” the court said.

The court said the action of freez-
ing the accounts of the Mutt demon-
strates as to what extent the state ma-
chinery can go while prosecuting the
seer in the Sankararaman murder
case. “The freezing of all the ac-
counts (183) of the Mutt and its asso-
ciated trusts and endowments is a
clear pointer to the fact that the state
machinery anyhow wants to paralyse
the entire working of the Mutt and
the associates trusts and endow-
ments in order to put pressure upon
the Seer and other co-accused who
are in the manner connected with the
Mutt so that they may not able to de-
fend themselves,” it said. agencies
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Oct. 26. — Peers inflicted a
heavy defeat over govern-
ment plans to create a new
offence of inciting religious
hatred yesterday despite
strong hints of a climb-
down. :

They voted by more than
two to one to back
Opposition attempts to
redraw the plans, amid
claims that it was bad law
that would stifle freedom of
speech. Conservative and
Liberal Democrat peers
joined crossbenchers and
Labour rebels to vote
against the Government
despite a clear suggestion
that the Home Office was
planning a compromise.

Peers watered down the
Bill to remove plans for an
offence of using abusive or
offensive- language about
religion and focus on
attempts to outlaw threat-
ening behaviour. They also
backed moves promoted by
Conservative Lord Hunt of
the Wirral, Liberal Dem-
ocrat Lord Lester of Herne
Hill QC, Lord Plant of
Highfield (Labour) and
former Archbishop of Can-
terbury Lord Carey of
Clifton to strengthen free-
dom of speech, by inserting
safeguards into the Bill.
Baroness Scotland, the
Home Office minister, said
told peers she was prepared
to consider a compromise
after peers of all parties
criticised the Government
plans. They warned the Bill
would force journalists,
artists and comedians to
censor themselves to pre-
vent their comments
offending members of
minority religions. She said
she was not able to bridge
the gap between the
Government and its critics.

— The Independent
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v he proposed population transfer of

‘ an estimated: 65,000 mainstream

Muslim families or about . 400,000

people — each family comprising at

least six people — to the Chittagong Hill
“Tracts of Bangladesh has the potential to

alter the demographic balance of the area

and exacerbate the long-running tension and

" confrontation between indigents and settlers
living there since the 1970s as official policy.

The area to be affected by this population
_transfer — which seeks to open up the hght-

ly populated areas of the CHT. to
stream” Bangladesh, the most crowded pIace’
on earth in terms of population density — is

the Sajek Union ( equivalent of a sub-divi-,

sion) in the Rangamatl
district.

This has serious-impli-
cations for India’s North- -
east since Sajek borders
Mizoram which has so far
been not significantly
affected by illegal migra-

. tion from Bangladesh.

That the, Mizos - claim
that there is an unnatural
rise in the Chakma popu-
lation in the Chakma
autonomous district
council area of the state
and blame it on in-migra-
tion from Bangladeshisa '{]
different point. B

.The Mizos appear to
be more rattled about the
presenee of a large num-
ber of Chins in. their
state, who - unlike the
Buddhist, Chakmas are
ethnically linked by kin-
ship, share the same faith (Christianity) and

are also connected by social and faxmly ties -
- 'the 500,000 plain settlers who were brought
. tothe CHT through state-sponsored popula-

with the Mizos.
The Government of India, too, has wokcn
up to the presence of the Chins, a number of

whom are political refugees (Delhi is ot too,

worried by that) but for the sake of better

militagy and political cooperation with”

Myanmar, New Delhi has insisted on push-

ing out the Chin National Army from the

remote tri-junction of Mizoram, Bangladesh
and Myanmar.

But now, Mizoram is unhkely to escape
the pressure of illegal immigration from
Bangladesh, a phenomenon of survival and
cheap labour flows which has spread across

the North-east -and many parts of urban

India, including New Delhi.

'If the present population transfer -OES .

through, it will be the first one undertaken by
the current government in Dhaka under
Begum Khaleda Zia and her Bargladesh

Nationalist Party after the military regime of .
President HM Ershad ended the pracnce in

1983. .

Although not many details are avallable, it

is clear that the preposed population transfer
to the Sajek Union has been planned over

some time. The government first allowed the

- o
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Bangladesh Army Engineer Co fuktion
_ Battalion to construct the Baghaihat-Sjek

Road in the dense Kassalong reserve fodest -
in violation of the Forest Act of 1927 and

Bangladesh Forest (Amendment) Act of
2000. Some plain settler families began
building houses beside the Baghaihat-Sajek
Road. but the army did not allow them-on
grounds of “safety” or secunty The govern-
ment- has now increased its militarisation

programme. The government placed a pro- .

posal in June to provide free rations to “new
settlers” to settle 65,000 families in Sajek.
Since 1978, the Bangladesh government has

Open Forum

been providing free rations to about 28,
Muslim settler families. They were ‘part of

tion transfer between 1978 and 1983.

After havmg approved the budget for the -

plain settlers in the recently concluded ses-
sion- of Parliament, the Bangladesh govem-
ment has started military “operations”. But
unlike the past, the army is not burning down
tribal houses but destroying them; On 23
June, the Bangladesh Rifles evicted about
300 indigenous Jumma families after
destroying their homes in Devachari, New
Lonkor, Old Lonkor,

tate the new settlement. -
The present population transfer at Sajek is
increasing the present population -of the

CHT by about 25 per cent. Since they are
-being settled -in Rangamati, the political-
implications are clear: it is now unlikely that

any Jummia (tribal) candidate can win or be
giveh the seat of the Rangamati parliamen-
tary constituency in the 2006 parliamentary
election. The lone tribal MP, Mani Swapan
Dewan, has been muted in his opposmon to

- the settlement projects.

After the election of Wadud Bhuyan as

% Sr A TF‘%MAN

Halimbari and .
Chizhok villages in the Sajek Union to facﬂl- v

~ Population transfer..

MP from Khagrachan district in' October
2001, the settlement of plain settlers in
Khagrachari has expanded exponentially.
The first plains person to win the elections,
Mr Bhuyan has transplanted thousands of
settlers to ensure that he wins the next par-
liamentary election. Many villages in Khag-
rachari have been christened “Wadud Palli”
— literally meaning “Wadud villages”.

" At the UN, the Bangladesh government
has consistently and appropriately sponsored
resolutions against the settlement of Israelis
in Palestinian tefritoties as violations of
international ‘humanitarian law, especially
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tions. But, back home in the CHT, it has
implemented similar population transfer

programimes.

The present govcmment-sponsored settle-
~ ‘ment has thrown the
- CHT Accord of 1997 out
| of the window. The
| Awami League refused
| to implemént the accord,
| while the. BNP govern-’
§ ment never accepted it.
& The Jana Samhati Samiti,
a major tribal political
organtsation, caught in a
{ vicious cycle of fratricidal
| killings with the United
| People’s . Democratic
Front, has been clinging
{ to power with govern-
| ment backing,
1 Yet, if such massive
| population transfers are
implemented, the dimen-
| sions of the present
democratic movement
b for implementation of
, the 1997 Accord may
change and indigenous
Pl tribals  may once again be

forced to resort to violence.

The proposed *population transfer also

puts the idea of a Greater Muslim

Bangladesh  in - focus.  Right-wing
Bangladeshi nationalists and the Jammat-i-
Islami have been propagating such a concept
by saying that this would embrace. Muslim
populations from Assam to the Arakan in
Myanmar.

Although the United Liberation Front of
Asom has some nuisance value in Assam and
has changed its tune with regard to the for-
eigners in Assam, the apti-foreigner move-
ment, as shown by the celebration over the
Supreme Coutt’s tossing out of the discrimi-
natory and Illegal Migrants Determination
by Tribunal Act (IMDT), will remain strong

. in the Brahmaputra Valley.

As the CHT gradually falls to the forces of
state and the policy of population transfers,
the North-east becomes' ‘more vulnerable
Few al'tSOfthﬁwn:chl-w-— e ULl 15087
sive Ex)mgranon vet, despite the blistering
edict of the Supeme Court on the security
threat posed: byillegal aliens, the Govern-

‘ment of India is .tlll groping for a strategy.

(The author is Director, Asian Centre for

' Human Rights, New Delhi.)
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640 Shiite pilgrims die in-

'stampede near Ira

Baghdad: At least 640 Shiite pilgrims were
killed on Wednesday when a railing on a
bridge collapsed during a religious proces-
sion, sending scores into the Tigris river,
Iraqi deputy interior minister Hussein Ali
Kamal said.

There was confusion over what caused the
railing to collapse on the bridge to the city’s
heavily Shiite Kazamiyah district, but po-
lice also said there were unconfirmed re-
ports that the stampede might have been
caused when someone in the crowd shouted
there was a suicide bomber among them.

After the collapse, thousands of people
rushed to both banks of the river to search
for survivors. Hundreds of men stripped
down and waded into the muddy water
downstream from the bridge, trying to ex-
tract bodies floating in the water.

Tensions had been running high after a
mortar and rocket attack some two hours
earlier killed at least seven people and in-
jured at least 40 near the Imam Mousa al-
Kadim shrine, the destination of the wor-
shippers.

The shrine is about a mile from the
bridge. US Apache helicopters fired on the
attackers, a US statement said. A medical
worker said that he rushed in to help those
hurt in the attack.

“We saw the dead scattered on the ground
and the injured were taken to al-Kadimiyah
hospital for treatment. There are more in-
jured children than the men and women”,
the medical worker said.

Television reports said about one million
pilgrims from Baghdad and outlying
provinces had gathered near the Imam
Mousa al-Kadim shrine in the capital’s Kaz-
imiyah district for the annual commemora-
tion of the Shiite saint’s death. Survivors
were rushed in ambulances and private cars
to numerous hospitals and officials were
scrambling to compile an accurate crowd.
“We were on the bridge. It was so crowded.
Thousands of people were surrounding
me,” said survivor Fadhel Ali, 28, as he stood
bare- footed and soaking wet after swim-
ming from the river. “We heard that a sui-
cide attacker was among the crowd. Every-
body was yelling so I jumped from the bridge
into the river, swam and reached the bank. I
saw women, children and old men falling af-
ter me into the water.”

Health Minister Abdul-Mutalib Mo-
hammed told state-run Iragiya television
that there were “huge crowds on the bridge
and the disaster happened when someone
shouted that there is a suicide bomber on
the bridge. This led to a state of panic
among the pilgrims and they started to push
each other and there was many cases of suf-
focation,” he said. :

Shiite religious festivals have often been
targeted for attack by Sunni extremists

e

q shrine

\\‘"\‘

iraqis walk over shoes lost during a stampede on a bridge in Baghdad on Wednesday

seeking to trigger civil war among the rival
communities. In March 2004, suicide attack-
ers struck worshippers at the Imam Kadhim
shrine and a holy site in Karbala, killing at
least 181 people.

The head of the country’s major Sunni
clerical group, the Association of Muslim
Sholars, told Al-Jazeera television that the

Q_Q/\,I Q(\ 29
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disaster on Wednesday was “another catas-
trophe and something else that could be
added tothe list of ongoing Iraqi tragedies.”

“On this occasion we want to express our
condolences to all the Iraqis and the parents
of the martyrs, who fell today in Kazimiyah
and all ovet Iraq,” the cleic, Haith al-Dhari,
said. agencies
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Now, Vajpayee calls
Jinnah secular ¢+

a \ U‘'What happened to such peo-

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 21

IT WAS former Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee’s turn on Sun-
day to say Pakistan’s founder
Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a
secular man. Signifi-

Dle? Why did Jinnah change? He
had nothing to do with commu-
nalism or Islam. It was wrong to
call him religious and when he
became associated with the
Home Rule Movement, he used

to say he belonged to

cantly, he said this in mLK. Advaniis the sect which believed
the presence of RSS allpraisefor in Dashavataras and
chief K.S. Sudershan, Narendra practised Hindu social
who recently led the Modi, butalso customs and laws of
Sangh’s offensive  paysavisitto succession,” he said.
against BJP chief L.LK.  Keshubhai, Vajpayee read out an
Advani for his Jinnah  the Gujarat anecdote from Se-
eulogy in Pakistan. CM’s chief shadri’s book wherein
Unlike Advani, Vaj-  detractor Jinnah tells Motilal

payee was careful to
add that Jinnah was lat-

w For Madan Lal

Nehru that “he does
not believe in the bak-

er responsible for the Khurana,a waas (nonsense) of
country’s partition. He ~ Partingseems myllahs...” “It is re-
was speaking at a func-  imminent grettable that he had to
tion to pay tributes to See Page?2 8° with the fools,” Vaj-

deceased RSS leader
H.V. Seshadri,.

Quoting from Seshadri’s
book The Tragic Story of Parti-
tion, Vajpayee said many na-
tionalists later became commu-
nal and religious fanatics.

9Nk

payee said. Yet, the for-
mer Prime Minister
added, “We have to see him
(Jinnah) in totality and he was
responsible for the Muslim
League, the country’s partition
and religious fanaticism.”

ot




Plea against Muslim Personal Law W'
Board setting up parallel system &;L

Notice issued to Centre, Board on petition citing Imrana rape case

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued notice to the Cen-
tre, the All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board and others on a petition
seeking to refrain the Board from
establishing a parallel Muslim judi-
cial system (Nizam-e-Qaza) in the
wake of a fatwa issued by the semi-
nary Darul-Uloom against a Mus-
lim woman allegedly raped by her
father-in-law.

A Bench of Justice Y.K. Sabhar-
wal and Justice A.K. Mathur also
issued notice to the States of Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi, and
West Bengal. Notice was also sent
to the Darul-Uloom at Deoband in
Muzaffarnagar district of Uttar
Pradesh, and Muslim for Secular
Demeocracy: Maina.

Advocate, Vishwa Lochan Ma-

dan, in his public interest petition,
submitted that a Muslim woman,
Imrana, was allegedly raped by her
father-in-law and the village pan-
chayat passed a fatwa asking her to
treat him as her husband.

The Darul-Uloom also declared
that Imrana became ineligible to
live with her husband. This was
endorsed by the Board.

Mr. Madan contended that mat-
ters relating to Imrana’s status of
marriage and dissolution of mar-
riage were squarely covered by Sec.
2 of the Muslim Personal Law
(Shariat) Application Act, 1937. A
parallel judicial system (Nizam-e-
Qaza) was sought to be introduced
by setting up Dar-ul-Qaza (courts)
at various places, and these had
actually started functxomng as
courts of justice.

Gullible and illiterate Muslxms
were being forced to obey and

submit to the same, using the name
of Allah and the Holy Quran, he
stated.

The petitioner submitted that the
various activities being indulged in
by the AIMPLB and other Muslim
bodies, amounted to an open, bla-
tant and flagrant affront on the
sovereign concept of the Constitu-
tion and deserved to be curbed and
trampled, onice and for all.

He sought that the activities of
the Board aitd similar organisations
for establiskment of Nizam-e-Qaza
and setting #p of Dar-ul-Qazas and
Shariat Cou’t be declared absolute-
ly illegal and unconstitutional.

It was abo demanded that the
fatwas of various authorities be
made unenprceable, and the Cen-
tre and the States concerned  be

“directed to take steps to disbayd the

Dar-ul-Qazas forthwith.
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Veil ban boom

s
x
1
;

PARIS, July 14. — Nearly
four in five of the French
support laws barring Mus-
lim head scarves in public
i places including schools,
| and a narrow majority of
‘] people in Germany and the
| Netherlands view such reg-
ulations as a good idea, in-
ternational polling found.
Since this Fall, French
public school students
; have been barred from
5
(
L -

wearing head scarves or
other highly visible reli-
gious attire to class. A sur-

vey by the Pew Research.

Center showed strong
French backing for such
laws —78 per cent— as the
school year wrapped up.

In Britain, where indi-
vxdual schools decide what

—
o=
—
* -‘bJ

9 7111 France

no WSTA’"’M”
b I

form of dress is appropri- }
ate, 62 per cent of people |
ﬁurveyed this spring said |
laws to restrict Muslim |
dress were a bad idea. 1
About 57 per cent of peo-

ple in the USA and Cana- |
da opposed such measures. |

The surveys, conducted $
well before the 7 July ter- |
ror attacks on London,
polled people in 17 coun-
tries on various topics re-
lating to Muslims.

Europe has been divi-
ded on whether regulating
students’ clothing can help
clamp down on Muslim
fundamentalism and en-
courage integration — as
French President Jacques
Chirac suggested when he
pushed through the law
last year. Just over half, 54 |
per cent of Germans, sup- |
port such measures. l§
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Terrorists storm Ayodhya complex ...

Explosives-laden jeep blown up to breach fence; security forces kill all six; BJP calls for protest

=

PLOT FOILED: One of the six militants killed when they

attempted to storm the Ramjanmdbhoomi complex at Ayodhya on Tuesday. The militants

used an explosives-laden jeep to ram the fence around the complex and then engaged the security forces in a 90-minute gun battle.

-PHOTO: SUBIR ROY

AYODHYA: Six heavily-armed ter-
rorists on Tuesday made an at-
tempt to storm the high-security
makeshift Ram temple here and
were killed by the security forces
before they could strike at the
shrine. The makeshift temple
had come up the day the dis-
puted Babri mosque was demol-
ished 13 years ago.

Four CRPF personnel and two
civilians, including a woman,
were injured in the attack which
occurred at around 8.15 am. and
the intense gun-battle with the
terrorists that followed.

Disguised as devotees

The attackers, in the guise of
devotees, came in a hired jeep
bearing registration number
UP-42-T-0618 and stunned the
security forces deployed at the
first barricade by blasting the ex-
plosive-laden vehicle in which
one of them was blown to pieces.

His other accomplices, who
had got down from the vehicle
earlier, hurled grenades and
fired indiscriminately with so-
phisticated weapons, including
AK-47 and carbine rifles, while
entering the premises of the dis-
puted area.

They were challenged by the
personnel of the Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC) and
the CRPF near the ’Sita Rasoi’
temple, part of the disputed ar-
ea, and were gunned down near-
ly 70 metres short of the temple
in an operation lasting about 90
minutes.

The driver of the taxi, Rehan
Alam, a resident of Ayodhya,
who also got down along with
five terrorists a short distance
away from the barricade, was ar-
rested and is being questioned.

Rehan said the attackers had
hired his vehicle telling him that
they wanted to pay obeisance at
the makeshift temple and some
other shrines in Ayodhya before
being dropped in Lucknow.

Another militant killed in the
encounter was later found with

_ Reactions
A blatant effort to
disturb peace: Congress

o The responsé should be
equally fitting: Advani

o Left asks Government to
ward off attempts to
disturb communal
harmony

¢ Mulayam denies there
was any security lapse

explosives strapped to his body.

BJP blames Centre, U.P.

Blaming the Centre and the
Uttar Pradesh Government for
the attack, the Bharatiya Janata
Party said Union Home Minister
Shivraj Patil and Uttar Pradesh
Home Minister must resign
owning responsibility for the
failure to protect the “declared
security site.”

The BJP has called for a na-
tionwide protest on Wednesday
against the attack. Condemning
the attack, BJP president L.K.
Advani said the “response to the
attack should also be equally
fitting.”

Mr. Advani and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Ministers Kalyan
Singh and Rajnath Singh would
visit the troubled spot on
Wednesday.

Union Home Secretary Vinod
Kumar Duggal told newspersons
in New Delhi on Tuesday that
the Centre had “intelligence in-
formation” about the possibility
of a militant attack at religious
places and claimed that the swift
action in Ayodhya was a result of
this.

Pilgrims, temple safe

Uttar Pradesh Principal Sec-
retary Alok Sinha said in Luck-
now that all the pilgrims were
safe and no damage was done to
the temple area. — PTJ, UNI




Advani was right, scholars agree

. S
Pross Trust o ndia | 5%

NEW DELHI, July 3. — Several
scholars today justified BJP presi-
dent Mr LK Advani’s remarks on

. Pakistan founder MA Jinnah and

stressed the need for a meaningful
debate on the role of the man wide-
ly perceived as responsible for the
Partition, saying it would lead to a
better understanding of history and
permanent peace in South Asia.
Speaking at a seminar — “Guilty
Men of India’s Partition” — here
today, speakers, including scholars
and JD-U leaders Mr Nitish Kumar
and Mr Sharad Yadav, said Mr
Advani had merely quoted from
Jinnah’s 11 August, 1947, speech
which was very much secular in tone.
They said that they hoped the
debate generated by Mr Advani’s
remarks during his Pakistan visit
would result in the improvement of
Hindu-Muslim relations in India.
Journalists Kuldeep Nayar, MJ
Akbar, JNU’s Prof. Anand Kumar
and Prof. Ved Pratap Vaidik
described Jinnah as a secular man

Qf\/ 2

Sinha in atonement mode |

New Delhi, July 3. — In an apparent bid to tone down his attack against the BJP
president Mr LK Advani, senior BJP leader and former finance minister in the’NDA
government, Mr Yashwant Sinha, today said that his remarks on Mohammad Ali
Jinnah could have been put differently and ruled out joining any other party.
Referring to the Jinnah controversy, Mr Sinha told a TV channel that “it could have
been put differently... so that all the hullabaloo that was created about Advaniji giving
a certificate to Jinnah could have been avoided,” he said. Mr Sinha added: “I
personally felt that it diverted attention from more important issues of developments in
the (India-Pakistan) peace process.” The senior BJP leader said that former Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao had wanted him to join the Congress at one point of time.
“(But) | deliberatety made a choice of joining the BJP and not the Congress.” — PTI

who was opposed to mixing of reli-
gion with politics, but who ultimate-
ly joined the Muslim League after
being sidelined and humiliated in
the Congress.

Maintaining that Jinnah’s contri-
bution to the freedom struggle can-
not be ignored, Akbar said few peo-
ple knew that when Agha Khan
demanded a separate electorate for
Muslims, Jinnah had opposed it on
the ground that it could lead to the
partition of the country.

It was due to Jinnah that the
Lucknow Pact was reached at between

the Congress and the Muslim League
in 1916 and it was he who had the guts
to oppose Gandhi in the 1920 Nagpur
session of the Congress when Gandhi
asked Congressmen to join the
Khilafat Movement. Jinnah, however,
became adamant on Pakistan after

Nehru backed out on the Congress’

commitment to a constitutional guar-
antee for Muslims in power sharing,
Akbar said. Most of the speakers
agreed that Partition could not be
attributed to any individual leader and
that it was the result of a combination
of historical factors.
-
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Differing rulings in American
Ten Commandments cases

U.S. Supreme Court split on setting boundaries between church and state

Bob Dart

WASHINGTON: A bitterly divided
Supreme Court split on Monday
on setting boundaries between
church and state — ruling that
the Ten Commandments can be
displayed on the grounds of the
Texas State Capitol but not in
the halls of two Kentucky cour-
thouses.

The rulings indicated that the
Supreme Court is still unsettled
about the place that religious
displays can occupy on public
property and that future legal
disputes will be settled case by
case.

“Whether a particular Ten
Commandments display is con-
stitutional will depend on its his-
tory, purpose and context,”
predicted Erwin Chemerinsky,
the Duke University law profes-
sor who unsuccessfully argued
the Texas case.

The two 5-4 decisions illus-
trate how President George
Bush’s selections to fill any up-
coming vacancies on the Court
could sway rulings on many is-
sues that divide the nation as
well as the current nine justices.

Interpretations

“What we have is a titanic
clash between two radically dif-
ferent interpretations of the
Constitution,” said Ralph Neas,
president of People for the
American Way, a liberal advoca-
cy group. The vast majority of
key constitutional questions —
on abortion rights, environmen-

- tal issues, religious liberty and
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other issues — are being settled
on 5-4 or 6-3 votes, he said.

“The next few months, the
next few years, will determine
what the law of the land is for the
next several decades,” said Mr.
Neas.

The swing vote in the Ten
Commandment decisions was
Justice Stephen Breyer — an ap-
pointee of the former President,
Bill Clinton, who provided the
margin of victory in the chang-
ing majorities. The other justic-
es voted either for or against the
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CLOSE DECISION: Reverend Rob Schenck (centre), President of Faith and Action, speaks alongside other members of
his group and the press outside the Supreme Court in Washington DC on Monday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

displays in both cases. The close
decision in the Kentucky case
“showed once again that the na-
tion’s top court is completely out
of step with the American peo-
ple,” said Roberta Combs, presi-
dent of the Christian Coalition
of America. The ruling “makes
the confirmation of strict con-
structionists of the Court more
important than ever.”

If the Court’s strict construc-
tionists — Justices Antonin Sca-
lia and Clarence Thomas — get a
reliable majority, Mr. Neas said,
more than 100 rulings going
back to the 1930s would be over-
turned.

In the Texas case, a homeless
Austin attorney named Thomas
Van Orden had sued the state to
remove a granite monument dis-
plbying the Ten Command-
ments, charging that it was an
unconstitutional promotion of
religion by the state.

In an opinion written by Chief
Justice William Rehnquist, the
slim majority said that the six-
foot monument was among 17
sculptures on the grounds and
“has a dual significance” of “both
religion and government”.

Religious content

“Of course, the Ten Com-
mandments are religious — they
were so viewed at their inception
and so remain. The monument
therefore has religious signifi-
cance,” wrote Mr. Rehnquist,
who has been rumoured to be
considering stepping down.

“Simply having religious con-
tent or promoting a message con-
sistent with a religious doctrine
does not nin afoul pf the Estab-
lishment Clause” of the First
Amendment.

But dissenters said that the
monument does, indeed, violate
the First Amendment clause that

says: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.”

In dissent, Justice John Paul
Stevens pointed out that the
Texas monument opens with the
First Commandment, in which
the Bible says God told Moses: “I
am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.”

“The message transmitted by
Texas’ chosen display is quite
plain: This State endorses the di-
vine code of the ‘Judeo-Chris-
tian’ God,” wrote Mr. Stevens.

Joining Mr. Rehnquist in the
majority were Justices Scalia,
Anthony M. Kennedy, Thomas
and Breyer. Besides Mr. Stevens,
the dissenters were Justices
Sandra Day O’Connor, Stevens,
David Souter and Ruth Bader
Ginsburg.

A bare majority went the oth-
er way in the Kentucky case —

ruling that the boundary be-
tween church and state was
breached in displays of the Ten
Commandments in courthouses
of McCreary and Pulaski
Couacted wrongly to “ratchet up
the Court’s hostility to religion,”
Mr. Scalia wrote.

He noted that from the presi-
dential oath of office ending with
“So Help Me God” to coins that |
say “In God We Trust” to the
Supreme Court’s own opening
prayer that “God Save the Unit-
ed States and this Honorable
Court,” religious references per-
meate government institutions.

“How can the Court possibly
assert “the First Amendment
mandates government neutral-
ity between ... religion in itself
and not allow them any local
courthouses. .. Hopefully the
Texas decision will set the prec-
edent” —New York Times
News Service




Sri Lankan Muslims express . .

concern over joint mechanism

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC) on Saturday said
a “variety of concerns” of the com-
munity would have to be addressed
in the proposed joint mechanism
for tsunami relief, failing which it
would not be able to extend support
to the move.

Though the Muslim community
was “quite dissatisfied” with the
“process and substance” of the pro-
posed move, Rauf Hakeem, the
leader of the SLMC however, said,
the differences “could be easily re-
solved” if the various Muslim polit-
ical groupings evolved a common
position on the proposed mecha-
nism,

At a press conference in Colom-
bo Mr. Hakeem called upon all the
Muslim political factions to work
together and evolve a common po-
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« Community has "variety of
cancgms"

* Muslim parties urged to
evolve common platform

o

« “Elected representatives
not Involved”

¢ Full disclosure of
mechanism sought

sition. The main concerns of the
Muslim community, he said was
that they were not involved in the
formulation of the mechanism and
apprehensions over the effective-
ness of the community’s represen-
tatives in the proposed mechanism.

“Not to involve elected Muslim
representatives is a serious flaw,”
Mr. Hakeem said. Moreover, the
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Muslims were requirec}%o\\ “an
active party in the process ahd sign
the document,” he said. The SLMC
leader also said: “We have fears as
to the ability of the community’s
representatives to decide the
projects.”

The proposed joint mechanism
envisages a three-tier structure
with equal representation of the
Government, the LTTE and the
Muslims at the apex level. The re-
gional 10-member body would
comprise five LTTE nominees,
three from the Muslim parties and
two Sinhalese. Recalling that the
Muslim community had been ex-
pressing its position in the past as
well, Mr. Hakeem said “we do not
want to be an obstacle to any pro-
gressive step.” “There is no clarity”
on the proposed mechanism, he
said, calling for a “full disclosure” of
the planned move.
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\ /
A Fine Balance /

\50 Bill aims to ban religious
/ Y hate in Britain y

HE proposed Racial and Religious Hatred Bill in Britain
is a sign of changed times. Not too long ago, it was
assumed that religion and religious faith were on the decline
in industrialised societies and confined to the privacy of
one’s home. But now we know that the predictions about the
death of religion were premature. The new Bill recognises
the resurgence of religion and the importance of protecting
all religious faiths. Religious hatred is defined in the Bill as
“hatred against a group of persons defined by reference to
religious belief or lack of religious belief”, which means it
will also cover atheists. In granting protection to all religious
faiths, Britain is coming to terms with the fact that it is a
nation where different religious communities jostle for
space. In this regard, India holds important lessons for
Britain. India has traditionally followed the policy of sarva
dharma sambhava where religions are allowed to coexist and
flourish. At the same time, there are institutional safeguards
to prevent religious hatred or intolerance. The Indian Penal
Code has provisions to punish anyone who promotes enmity
between different groups on grounds of religion or race.
There are also laws that prohibit election candidates from
propagating religious hatred in their campaign speeches.
While religious leaders have welcomed the new Bill in
Britain, human rights organisations have slammed it. Critics
have labelled the Bill as a new blasphemy law, which would
undermine freedom of expression and pave the way for
censorship. Some of the criticism is justified as the line
between protecting religious sentiments and censorship is
fuzzy. This is especially true of books, plays or films that are
critical of religious practices. A few months ago, a Birming-
ham theatre was forced to cancel showing Behzti after violent
protests by Sikh groups who claimed that the play portrayed
their faith negatively. In India, too, the film Jo Bole So Nihaal
was pulled out of cinema halls after Sikh leaders took excep-
tion to it. This goes to show that religious intolerance can be
the flip side of protecting religious faiths. Britain as well as
India will have to strike an acceptable balance between
safeguarding religious sentiments and freedom of speech.
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Advani’s comments
provoked Praveen
Togadia to stand on
his hind legs and
proclaim “Jinnah was
a trattor” — but was
he? And did Advani
not anticipate the
response? '

R ADVANI, I know the feel-

ing. Say that Mohammad

Ali Jinnah was a secularist
and you get your head bitten off.
Whether or not it is true is irrele-
vant. Say that Jinnah’s concep-
tion of Pakistan and the way the
country has turned out are at
odds, and the same thing happens.
Say that Pakistan was intended as
a homeland for Indian Muslims
and not as a theocratic Islamic
state and people get angry.

When Liberty or Death was se-
rialised in a weekly magazine in
1997 under the headline ‘Jinnah’s
Secularism and Gandhi’s Fads’,
the letter-writers of India went
mad. I was found to be “blatanily
biased”, “Pak-sponsored” and “a
shallow-minded attention-mong-
ing [sic] idiot”. My favourite letter
came from a Mr P. Govindrajan of
Bangalore who deduced on the ba-
sis of the extracts he had read
that, “The book, by all standards,
is trash.”

Was Jinnah secular? Sort of. He
used communal antagonism as a
political bargaining tool in the
Forties, and he failed to foresee
the bloodshed and migration that
might follow from it. But his es-
sential nature was secular. He was
anationalist and a constitutional-
ist; he ate pork, drank alcohol and
played the stock market. Motilal
Nehru famously said he was
“showing the way to Hindu-Mus-

SN

_ negotiations

GUEST COLUMN | Patrick French

lim unity”. As late as
1946, Jinnah was willing
to accept an undivided
India, and his founding
vision of Pakistan —
quoted by L.K. Advani in
his recent speech in
Karachi — as a land
where “you may belong
to any religion or caste or
creed” was exemplary.

Jinnah's demand for a
separate Muslim State
was provoked by the fail-
ure of the Congress to ac-
commodate the reason-
able demands of India’s
Muslim community in
the Thirties, and by its
misjudgments during the
leading
up to 1947. Since Indepen-
dence, dodgy history has
flourished, and Jinnah
has been cast as liftle
more than a malevolent
bogeyman who was deter-
mined to destroy the uni-
ty of India.

Advani, being a bogey-
man himself, knew that
he was risking trouble
when he returned to his
birthplace to make con-

ciliatory remarks. His
comments provoked
Praveen Togadia of the
VHP to stand up on his
hind legs and proclaim, “Jinnah
was a traitor, is a traitor and will
remain a traitor and a person glo-
rifying him is also a traitor”. In-
evitably, a spokesman for the Con-
gress followed a similar script.
What had Advani done though?
First he went to the Quaid-i-Azam
Mausoleum in Karachi (a curious
shrine to Jinnah where his golf
clubs, monogrammed silk hand-
kerchiefs, dandyish Hanover
Square suits and even his Cadil-
lac are on display) and wrote in
the visitor’s book that Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah was one of those
rare individuals “who actually
create history”. This is no more
than a statement of fact: Jinnah

o

WAS HE SECULAR? Mohammad Ali Jinnah with
Mahatma Gandhi before partition

redrew the map of the world
and created what was at the
time the fifth largest nation State
on Earth.

Advani compounded his crime
by going on to make a thoughtful
speech in which he quoted Jin-
nah’s founding ideal for Pakistan
and said that while Partition
could not be undone, some of the
follies of Partition could be. He
said, “I dream of the day when di-
vided hearts can be united; when
divided families can be reunited;
when pilgrims from one country
— Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs — can
freely go to holy sites located in
the other country, and when peo-
ple can travel and trade freely,
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while continuing to re-
main proud and loyal
citizens of their respec-
tive countries.”

For his enemies, of
whom there are many,
nothing that Advani says
about waging peace in
Pakistan will alter their
image of him as a
mosque-smasher. He is,
however, a shrewd politi-
cian with a long memory.
When [ interviewed him
some months ago, [ was
struck by the range and
quality of the history
books lining his shelves:
Martin Gilbert’s Never
Despair, Arnold Toyn-
bee’s A Study of History.
His remarks in Pakistan
look like a calculated at-
tempt to reposition him-
self and the BJP, and for
good reason.

Advani knows that the
killings in Gujarat in
2002 did
damage to the party’s in-
ternational reputation,
and that the Modi-fied
version of Hindutva is
electorally a busted
flush. If the BJP and its
allies are to return to
government, they have to
do more than wave
sabres and saffron flags. The
Sangh parivar alone can never de-
liver enough votes. Whether the
destruction of the Babri Masjid

. was really the saddest or the hap-

piest day of Advani’s life is of
passing relevance.

Behind this manoeuvring lies
the running debate about what In-
dia is, or should be. Sanjay Sub-
rahmanyam recently pointed out
that the term ‘secularism’ “has
become almost as Indian a word
as ‘preponed’ or ‘denting’ (for re-
moving a dent in a car)”. In most
countries, the issue of ‘secular-
ism’ is rarely discussed. In India,
*it means little because its mean-
ing varies depending on who is

incalculable |

ol L7

|Jinnah and his secularism

using it. The word has become a
term of abuse and a badge of ho-
nour. ‘Fascists’ denounce ‘secu-
larists’ as ‘pseudo-secularists,’
and nobody is much the wiser.

Is a ‘communal’ political party
being ‘secuiar’ when it pays a mi-
nority leader to deliver votes at an
election? Is it secular to let Mus-
lim men divorce their wives with
the triple talag when this is out-
lawed in most Islamic countries
as outmoded, and even regarded
as contrary to the teaching of the
Quran? Is Atal Bihari Vajpayee
more secular than Advani? Are
proponents of secularism clever-
er than everyone else?

Amartya Sen, writing in 1993
and sounding like an India Office
official of a century earlier, de-
duced that the destruction in
Ayodhya was caused by “the ex-
treme gullibility of the uneducat-
ed”. In short, the Hindu masses of
UP were too stupid: “While illiter-
acy may not be a central feature of
communal fascism or of sectari-
an nationalism in general, its role
in sustaining militant obscuran-
tism can be very strong indeed.”

Jinnah believed in a Pakistan
which was secular in a post-reli-
gious sense. He offered, ironically,
a vision of modernity that was
more realistic in the Forties than
it is today, in this age of develop-
ing religious nationalism. “You
will find that in course of time
Hindus will cease to be Hindus
and Muslims would cease to be
Muslims, not in the religious
sense, because that is the person-
al faith of each individual, but in
the political sense as citizens of
the State,” he said.

Whether Jinnah'’s vision can be
realised in the short term is
doubtful, but it would do both In-
dians and Pakistanis no harm to
look again at what he was propos-
ing for his country.

—The writer is the author of
Liberty or Death: India’s Journey
to Independence and Division
(Flamingo)



Advani, Jinnah and the secularism debate

Anil Nauriya

The wreath LK. Advani laid at M.A. Jinnah’s
grave in Karachi would ordinarily have been a
protocol formality. It did not remain so because
he went on to attest to Jinnah's “secularism,”
inviting an assessment that must involve also a
review of his own record.

Jinnah made three important pronounce-
ments on the subject of state and nation in Pa-
kistan. First, he spoke in August 1947, some 72
hours before the formation of Pakistan, of equal
rights for all. Second, in mid-December 1947 he
addressed the Muslim League Council. Here he
spoke of Pakistan as being a “Muslim state ba§ed
on Islamic ideals” though not an “ecclesiastical
state.” [Pirzada, Syed Sharifuddin (ed.), F 'ounda-
tions of Pakistan: All India Muslim League Doc-
uments: 1906-1947, Vol 2, p.571]. Finally, Jinnah
said on March 28, 1948, in Dhaka that “Pakistan
is the embodiment of the unity of the Muslim
nation and so it must remain.” (Jinnah’s Speech-
es and Statements as Governor General 1947-48,
pp 211-212).

If the three pronouncements are taken to-
gether these are close to the Savarkar/Advani
positions. Both Savarkar and Mr. Advani have
had, as a transitional position en route to
Hindutva, the idea that while the state need not
recognise religious distinctions, the nation is to
be defined as Hindu. With this narrow under-
standing of nation, Mr. Advani had on January 4,
2003, speaking then as Deputy Prime Minister,
expressed some resentment at the Ashoka Chak-
ra, with its Buddhist association, being depicted
on the nation’s flag.

Jinnah'’s threefold position, if translated into
Hipdu terms in India, would yield not merely the
transitional position but the complete Hindutva
sition as both state and nation would be de-
ned in Hindu terms. It so happens that for some
years, especially since the 1980s, Anglqcentnc
scholarship has been seeking to project J innah’s

CARTOONSCAPE

To define the nation on the basiséof religion

and then to say that the state would be
non-religious is an oxymoron.\x |

position as secular. It would suit Mr. Advani to
legitimise Hindutva objectives and pass them off
as secular as well.

There is an impression in some circles that the
early Jinnah was non-religious in his political
attitude. Jinnal’s stand on the Khilafat issue,
which arose in and after World War 1, is some-
times cited in support of this view. However,
Jinnah was not opposed to the Khilafat issue as
such. On August 27, 1919, Jinnah and three qth-
ers, sent to Lloyd George, the then British Prime
Minister, a representation on behalf of the All-
India Muslim League on the Khilafat question.
The representation was concerned with the po-
sition of the Sultan of Turkey as the Khalifa. T_he
penultimate paragraph of the representation is:

“We need not add that if Great Britain be-
comes a party in reducing H.1.M. the Sultan of
Turkey and the Khalifa of the Muslim wqud to
the status of a petty sovereign, the reaction in
India will be colossal and abiding.” _

The representation was signed by M.A. Jin-
nah, Hasan Imam, Bhurgari and Yaqub Hasan.
(See Pirzada, Syed Sharifuddin,(ed.) Quaid-e-
Azam Jinnah’s Correspondence, Revised edi-
tion, Karachi, 1977, pp 71-73.)

In his presidential speech at the Calcutta ses-
sion of the Muslim League in September 1920,
Jinnah described the Khilafat issue as one
“which we consider, from a purely Musalmfm
point of view, a matter of life and de'flth.” (Pir-
zada, Syed Sharifuddin (ed.), Foundations of Pa-
kistan: All India Muslim League Documents:
1906-1947, Vol 1, p.544). What Jinnah was op-
posed to was not the Khilafat cause but mass
action. It is the statements expressing that re-
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luctance thatare generally cited by some schol-
ars under the mistaken belief that he was
opposed to the Khilafat demand itself.

It may be a mistake to take Jinnah’s support
for Khilafat as evidence of lack of secularism.
The Khilafat demands were fortified by prom-
ises made by the British Government in the
course of the war and many of those who sup-
ported the demands did so because they saw that
the Government was reneging on assurances
given.

The two-nation idea came formally to be
adopted by the League at Lahore in March 1940.
This was after Savarkar had already started de-
fining Hindus as a nation in his speeches to the
Hindu Mahasabha. He had said as much in De-
cember 1939. Both Savarkar and Jinnah had
been acting for sometime before this on a “com-
munity-for-itself” basis; that is, they had been
judging issues on how these would affect th_e
supposed interests of their respective communi-
ties. This comes across in Savarkar’s Hindutva
thesis propounded in the mid-1920s. Jinnah’s
letter of March 2, 1932 to Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury contains an early indication of the commu-
nity-centred approach. Jinnah wrote that if th_e
British want “our co-operation and support, it
can only be on our safeguards plus responsibility
at the Centre being agreed to. If Hindus want our
co-operation and support it can only be on Fhe'lr
agreeing to our safeguards and self-Govt. Within
the British Commonwealth of Nations we can-
not support one or the other except on these
terms.” (Pirzada (ed.), Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah’s
Correspondence, pp 21-22).

This approach can be perhaps understood

Letters emailed to letters®thehindu.ca.ln must carry |
postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

once its pre-suppositions are accepted. But it
suffered from some serious defects. The ap-
proach plucked out the “community” from with-
in the common society and secular economy in
which it was embedded and sought to set such a
“community” up for sale to the highest bidder;
and it treated the bulk of India’s own people on a
par with the alien, colonial rulers. The colonial
rulers could always raise the stakes by outbid-
ding what was on offer, particularly as the
“terms” were not fixed but had a rolling charac-
ter.

The “rolling character” has in the last few
decades been a feature of Hindutva’s demands
upon the minorities as well. The communal-
sectarian appetite, once whetted, is seldom sat-
isfied and stops at nothing.

Jinnah’s continual emphasis on religious
community “homelands” also fits in with the
Hindutva ideology. On January 10, 1941 Jinnah
spoke of a “Monroe Doctrine” for the country,
but after the Hindus and Moslems made up their
differences and were settled in their ‘respective
homelands.” (Indian Annual Register, 1941, Vol 1,
p. 28). It was characteristic of both Hindutva
leaders and Jinnah to speak of exchange of pop-
ulation. On April 30,1947, Jinnah spoke in Dethi
saying that “sooner or later exchange of pop-
ulation will have to take place” and suggesting
that this ought to be done “wherever it may be
necessary and feasible.” (Indian Annual Regis-
ter, 1947, Vol 1, p. 246).

Virtual silence

Significantly, Jinnah maintained virtual si-
lence in the face of murders of and physical
attacks on nationalist Muslims opposed to the
League. The murder in May 1943 of former Sind
Premier Allah Baksh who had been strongly op-
posed to the two-nation theory, was followed by
the murder of the Ahrari leader Sher Gul Khan.
The influential Majlis-i-Ahrar passed a resolu-
tion in June 1944 condemning Jinnah’s silence
on both murders. This was not merely a
post-1940 phenomenon. The stabbing in Octo-
ber 1937 of Nasiruddin, a leading Congressman
of Faizabad, met with a similar response. Nehru
was distressed by the silence of the League lead-
ership on Nasiruddin’s stabbing. (Selected
Works of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vol 8, pp 192-197).

These murders were part of a trend. Subhas
Bose and many others including Ashrafuddin
Chaudhury, Secretary of the Bengal Pradesh
Congress Committee, were assaulted by League
members in Chittagong division on June 15,
1938. Shafaat Ahmed Khan was stabbed in Shim-
la in 1946 as soon as his name was announced as
a member of Nehru's interim government.
Around the same time, the eminent Krishak
Praja Party leader Nowsher Ali was attacked and
injured by Leaguers in Calcutta. Saifuddin
Kitchlew, a hero of the ferment that had led to
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919, was
dragged in the streets of Multan in March 1947
by supporters of the Pakistan movement.

Mr. Advani’s record and that of his political
supporters since the late 1980s fits neatly with
this as he remained virtually silent on communal
killings in the wake of his rath yatra and again on
the Gujarat killings (2002).

Clearly, it is not possible to deny humanism
and assert secular credentials. Humanism is the
precondition on which a secular state can be
constructed. This principle would apply to all
political parties whoever they may be.

Ultimately, the community-for-itself ap-
proach extends to public order itself. Once the
nation is defined on the basis of religious com-
munity, religion becomes a latent value in the
state. So to define the nation on the basis of
religion and then to say that the state would be
non-religious is an oxymoron. At best this im-
plies that the state though identified with a par-
ticular religion would not be ecclesiastical. This
is in fact what Jinnah said in December 1947. It
is a misnomer to call such a state secular except
perhaps in relation to groups further extreme,
such as the Taliban or its counterparts else-
where.

e —

BJP & Advani

The controversy arising from L.K. Ad-
vani’s description of M.A. Jinnah as a
secular leader seems to have been am-
icably resolved by the BJP, at least for
now.
If the BJP realises the futility of harp-
ing on Jinnah’s past, and allows Lord
Ram to take His abode in the hearts of
millions of Hindus, it could become a
true Opposition in Parliament, with a
bright future.
R. Vasudevan,
Chennai
Despite knowing the fallout his state-
ments would have in India, Mr. Advani
went ahead and made them in Pakis-
tan. Even though he failed to make his
partymen back him on his comment
on Jinnah, he succeeded in hogging
the media limelight and triggered a
debate on whether or not Jinnah is
secular, at a time when it is not at all
necessary.
M. Jeyaram,
Sholavandan, T.N.
It would be interesting to hold a sur-
vey among Muslims of British India
and ask them what they think of Jin-
nah today. I think even Jinnah knew
the answer. He had wanted to settle
down in Bombay after retirement.
Would Moses have wanted to return
to Egypt?
A.Rajagopalan,
Chennai
Mr. Advani seems to have partitioned
the BJP by calling Jinnah secular
though he was responsibie for the cre-
ation of a Muslim state. The Jana
Sangh and its new avatar BJP have
never accepted Gandhi as the father of
the nation.
Mr. Advani has always waxed indig-
nant at the word secularism, saying
the Congress and Nehru were all pseu-
do-secular. But Jinnah was secular?
Ravi Chandran,
Hyderabad
Perhaps Mr. Advani wanted to remind
Pakistanis that their founding father
had promised a secular state but they
have an all-Islamic state instead. His

acknowledgement of secularism as
the preferred form is realistic and
statesman-like.
Ashok Malhotra,
Saline, Michigan
Mr. Advani’s description of Jinnah
was not a slip of the tongue or gimmick
but a well-thought-out analysis of Jin-
nah’s rather paradoxical plea for an
Islamic Pakistan, a promised land for
Muslims, and yet a secular one that
would coexist with a secular India.
Jinnah hoped Pakistan too, once its
nationhood was established, would
take to the secular path. Mr. Advani
tried to bring out this vision and hope
of the founding father of Pakistan.
Jacob George,
Changanacherry, Kerala
Itis time we reminded ourselves of the
adage great minds discuss ideas; aver-
age minds discuss events, and small
minds discuss persons.
L.R. Moorthy,
Thane, Maharashtra
Jinnah was the darling of the Indian
National Congress in his earlier politi-
cal years. Neither was he a devout
Muslim nor did he have knowledge of
Urdu. Because of later developments
within the Congress, he turned com-
munal. Secular is not the word for
Jinnah. Mr. Advani’s comment seems
to be an attempt at assuaging Pakis-
tan’s feelings.
Rohit Sawhney,
New Delhi
Here is a relevant excerpt from Sa-
muel Huntington’s book The Clash of
Civilizations and the Remaking of
World Order: “The process of indige-
nization need not wait for the second
generation. Able, perceptive, and
adaptive first generation leaders in-
digenize themselves. Three notable
cases are Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Har-
ry Lee, and Solomon Bandaranaike.
They were brilliant graduates of Ox-
ford, Cambridge, and Lincoln’s Inn,
respectively, superb lawyers, and
thoroughly Westernized members of
the elites of their societies ...Yet to
lead their nations to and after inde-
pendence they had to indigenize ..

The secularist Jinnah became the fer-
vent apostle of Islam as the basis for
the Pakistani state. The Anglofied Lee
learned Mandarin and became an ar-
ticulate promoter of Confucianism.
The Christian Bandaranaike convert-
ed to Buddhism and appealed to Sin-
halese nationalism.”
Shankar Prasad,
Bangalore
The Dawn editorial reproduced in
The Hindu (June 10) stands out for
its refreshingly objective assessment
of the contemporaneous events. It is
hoped the views are shared by a sub-
stantive number of people on the oth-
er side of the border. This would augur
well for peace and prosperity in the
subcontinent.

N.S. Ramachandran,
Hyderabad

The maharally

This refers to the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty’s “Brahmin maha rally” in Luck-
now. Party chief Mayawati is trying to
upstage the Congress in its attempt to
wean away the ‘upper’ caste votes
from the BJP. But the real issues con-
cerning Dalits in Uttar Pradesh have
not been addressed yet. For instance,
land reforms, which are a must for the
Dalits uplift, have never been serious-
ly pursued by the BSP.
Hari Bharathi,
Virudhunagar, T.N.
Mr. Advani’s and Ms. Mayawati’s new-
found love for Jinnah and Brahmins
respectively is interesting. While the
former has suddenly discovered Jin-
nah’s secular credentials, the leader of
Dalits has proclaimed that her party
has never been against the ‘upper’
castes.
Politicians are masters of the old art of
shifting their stand on any subject. It
is the people who are left wondering
which avatar of theirs is genuine,
P.V. Ariel,
Secunderabad
Politicians change at the drop of a hat.
Only recently, the Congress willingly
took Sanjay Nirupam into its fold and

Mr. Advani paid homage to Jinnah.
Today, Mayawati is on a ‘Brahmin jo-
do’ spree. One need not take them
seriously or get agitated over their
stance.
Udita Agrawal,
New Delhi
First, the Left supported the Congress
in forming a government. Then, Mr.
Advani hailed Jinnah as a secular lead-
er. Now, Ms. Mayawati says Brahmins
are dear to her heart! What is happen-
ing?
K.V.Rajasekhar,
Neyveli, T.N.

Hurriyat visit

The visit of the Hurriyat leaders to
Pakistan (editorial “The Hurriyat visit
and beyond,” June 10) is a significant
milestone in the ongoing peace proc-
ess. That there is a perceptible change
in their attitude was evident from
their tone during their interaction
with members of the PoK Assembly
and Council. They, in fact, even ap-
pealed to the militants to come into
mainstream politics. New Delhi did
well to permit them to travel to Pakis-
tan. Their visit will create a sense of
belonging and confidence in the minds
of the people in the Valley. More such
people-to-people contacts should be
encouraged between the countries.
K. Murlidar,
Chennai

Smoking in films

The Government’s proposal to ban
smoking in films is uncalled for. The
film fraternity is right when it says
that the ban will not make any differ-
ence to people who smoke. The best
way to discourage smoking is to do so
by requesting popular film stars to
campaign against it. They can also im-
press upon the youngsters what they
do on screen is only make-believe and
notreal.
Brajesh Kumar,
New Delhi
Movies are largely a reflection of hu-
man behaviour. But then what is de-

picted in a make-believe world is also
realistic. At the same time, a more
practical approach to combating
smoking, especially among the young,
should come from parents and educa-
tional institutions. Popular stars can
set an example by refraining from
smoking in public.
Sutirtha Sahariah,
New Delhi

The ban will serve no purpose if the

Government continues to encourage

sponsorship of cricket matches by to-
bacco barons.

A K. Parthasarathy,

Chennai

The ban on smoking cannot be ques-
tioned by drawing a comparison with
depiction of crime and violence.
Crime and violence are not glamour-
ised in the manner smoking is. Youth
tend blindly to emulate their favourite
heroes puffing away.
T.S.Rao,
Visakhapatnam, A.P.

Land, water, electricity, and labour
are used for the cultivation of tobacco.
Factories are allowed to manufacture
cigars and beedis. There is no opposi-
tion from any quarter to all this be-
cause it involves real problems of
livelihood. The ban on smoking in mo-
vies, it seems, was easier to impose.
T.Rangaswami,
Madurai
As the Government is extremely con-
cerned about the hazards of smoking,
it should also consider some other
suggestions to discourage smoking.
Our political leaders also have a large
following and wield tremendous influ-
ence. So all members of Parliament
and State Assemblies should quit
smoking at least till their term comes
to an end. Parties should give the tick-
et only to non-smokers to contest
elections. Will any party even venture
to have such rules? Politicians only
want others to follow the laws enacted
by them; they are above everything.

K. Viswanathan,
Coimbatore
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Jinnah manipulated religious sentiments for a secular state

Was Jinnah secular‘7

he year was 1923, the
month was November.
Mohammad Ali Jinnah
was a candidate in Bom-
bay for membership to
the Legislative Assembly. One after-
noon, during the election campaign,
as Jinnah and M.C. Chagla were
going out for lunch, Mrs Ruttie Jin-
nah drove up to the Town Hall in
Jinnah’s limousine and came up the
steps with.a tiffin basket in her
hand. She said, “J [that is how she
called him] guess what I have
brought you for lunch? I have
brought you some lovely ham sand-
wiches.” Utterly startled, Jinnah ex-
claimed: “My God! What have you
done? Do you want me to lose my
election? Do you realize I am stand-
ing from a Muslim separate elec-
torate seat, and if my voters were to
learn that I am going to eat ham
sandwiches for Iunch, do you think I
have a ghost of a chance of being
elected?” A downcast Mrs Jinnah
retreated quickly, tiffin basket and
all. But Jinnah and Chagla went on
to have lunch at Cornaglia’s, a well-
known Bombay restaurant, where
Jinnah ordered a plate of pastry, a
plate of pork sausages and coffee.
The incident is revealing in
many ways. It speaks volumes
about the Westernized lifestyle of
the Jinnahs. Witness the nickname
J, the penchant to have sandwiches
for lunch, the choice of restaurant
and the food ordered there. It was
the lifestyle of a Westernized orien-
tal gentleman closely paralleied by
life in the Nehru household where
only English was spoken among the
siblings who referred to each other
with nicknames like Nan and Jo.
Jinnah'’s Westernization was ev-
ident in other ways as well. He was
born Mohammad Ali Jinnahbhai.
He refashioned this to M.A. Jinnah
in London. He gave up his tradition-
al Sindhi long yellow coat for Saville
Row suits of which he had about
200. He never wore a silk tie twice
and his shoes were two-tone leather
or suede. His manners were perfect
and he prided himself on the fact
that he was a frequent guest in some
of England’s stately homes and
palaces.

is Westernized sensibilities
could not have encouraged

Islamist tendencies. Yet Jin-

nah has come to be known as the
quintessential Muslim politician
who roused Muslim religious senti-
ments to win for himself the state of
Pakistan. Yet this is not how he
began his political career. His early
heroes were Dadabhai Naoroji and
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Pherozeshah Mehta. Even as late as
1925, Jinnah retained the political
attributes that harked back to the
early Congress. He remained com-
mitted to secular reform and na-
tional independence. When the
young Raja of Mahmudabad spoke
of himself as a “Muslim first”, Jin-
nah chided him: “My boy, no, you
are an Indian first and then a Mus-
lim.” Jinnah began on the fringes of
Muslim politics but he marked out
for himself a space in Indian poli-
tics by becoming the sole spokes-

man of Muslims in India and also
by making himself the champion of
the two-nation theory.

Jinnah saw himself as a political
Muslim. He used his Muslim identi-
ty to speak for the interests and as-
pirations of Muslims in India who,
he believed, were not being ade-
quately represented in the Congress
and by the Congress. In Jinnah's
view, in an independent India domi-
nated by the Congress, the Muslims
would never get a fair deal. The
Muslims, therefore, needed their
own nation. The Muslims in India
were more than a religious group,
they were a nation within a nation.
The making of Pakistan would be
the recognition of the two nations
within India.

Jinnah succeeded in achieving

THE TFLEGR: "W

this goal. He was helped by British
policies of divide and rule and the
creation of separate electorate con-
stituencies. Jinnah played up the
separate interests and aspirations
of Muslims and thus created the
basis of communal politics. He be-
lieved that politics could be focused
around religious blocs. He was a
Westernized and secular man who
contributed to the making of com-
munal politics in India.

But this contradiction made Jin-
nah somewhat unique among com-

‘ He was a hard-
headed realist who knew
what he had to do if he
wanted to attain his goal

of Pakistan ,

munal politicians. He was no zealot.
He simulated fanaticism and cyni-
cally manipulated Muslim religious
feelings. He was a hard-headed real-
ist who knew what he had to do if
he wanted to attain his goal of
Pakistan.

The change in Jinnah's political
profile entailed changes in his ap-
pearance and lifestyle. He took to

wearing the sherwam and karkul
cap which came to acquire his
name. He began speaking more in
Urdu, albeit a very anglicized ver-
sion of it. His contempt for the
ulema became tempered and sub-
dued. Jinnah accepted and adopted
the Islamic idiom. His politics, or
rather the goal of his politics, de-
manded this. But this did not mean
for Jinnah a complete surrender to
Muslim orthodoxy. He paid no heed
to those who wanted the Muslim
League to be committed to a Pak-
istan based on Quranic principles.
He resisted demands to oust the Ah-
madis from the Muslim community.
The wog did not become a maulavi.

he Pakistan that Jinnah got
I was not exactly what he had

wanted. He complained to
Lord Mountbatten that he had been
given a “moth-eaten Pakistan”. Nei-
ther was Pakistan an Islamic theo-
cratic state that many orthodox
Muslims had envisioned. Jinnah
spoke of his vision of Pakistan in
his address to the Pakistan Con-
stituent Assembly on August 11,
1947.

He spoke first of the “cyclonic
revolution” which had created two
independent sovereign dominions.
Then he told the people of Pakistan,
“You are free; you are free to go to
your temples, your are free to go to
your mosques or to any other place
of worship in this State of Pakistan.
You may belong to any religion or
caste or creed — that has nothing to
do with the business of the State. We
are starting in the days when there
is no discrimination, no distinction
between one community and anoth-
er, no discrimination between one
caste or creed and another. We are
starting with this fundamental
principle that we are ali citizens and
equal citizens of one State...I think
we should keep in front of us our
ideal and you will find that in
course of time Hindus would cease
to be Hindus and Muslims would
cease to be Muslims, not in the reli-
gious sense, because that is the per-
sonal faith of each individual, but
in the political sense as citizens of
the State.”

The maker of communal politics
had thus returned to the first princi-
ples of secularism. Did he know in
August 1947 that he was dying and
had thus returned to his original
values, brushing aside in one grand
sweep the means that he had adopt-
ed to reach the goal of Pakistan? He
was amoral. The gaol mattered. He
sought to create a secular state
through communal politics.
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New Delhi: Return-
ing from a week-long
visit to Pakistan, that
raised the hackles of
the Sangh Parivar
over his remarks on
Mohammed Ali Jin-
nah, an unfazed BJP
President L K Advani
on Monday stood by
his comments and
favoured a debate on
the issue.

Even as senior par-
ty leaders lined up to recieve the
party president at the airport,
Hindu Jagran Manch put up an
anti-Advani poster which read
«Jinnah Samarthak (support-
er), Pakistan Premi (sympathis-
er) Advani, Vapas Jao (g0 back
Advani).” “Ihave come to know
that my remarks have triggered
a debate. I have no objection to
it, the matter should be debat-
ed,” Advani told reporters in
the backdrop of the attack by
RSS and VHP for his remarks
describing the Pakistan founder
as a “great man” who espoused
the cause of a secular Pakistan.

During the visit he had also re-
gretted the demolition of the
Babri mosque and virtually
gave up the Sangh Parivar stand
on “Akhand Bharat.”

Summing up his visit to Is-
lamabad, Lahore and Karachi,
he said apart from the senti-
mental values to the country of
his birth, the objective of his
tour was to promote the peace
initiatives by the NDA govern-
ment for Indo-Pak peace and his
efforts had been “furthered sub-
stantially” The BJP leader said
that Jinnah in his speech to the
Constituent Assembly on Au-

~Advani ready for debate
»"on Jinnah remarks

gust 11, 1::7r\had

favoured a secular and
non-theocratic  state
and the Pakistan
founder was of the
view that there should
not be any difference
between Hindus and
Muslims as all were its
citizens.

Advani said that af-
ter laying a wreath at
the mausoleum of Jin-
nah in Karachi, he
made a reference to the Pak-
istani Qaid-e-Azam’s address in
the course of his comments. “I
did not issue any text. It was
just a mention about which 1
have come to know that there
has been some debate here and
there.1have noobjection to it. It
is good. There should be a de-
bate,” he said.

Describing the first leg of his
visit to Islamabad as “essential-
ly political,” Advani said he met
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf, PM Shaukat Aziz
and foreign minister Khurshid
Kasuri. e
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‘White House pl_aié/s W
down Koran repor
Detainees, 100, mish%\\idled ‘holy hook’

Texas, June 5

A PENTAGON report detailing
incidents in which US guards at
Guantanamo Bay prison dese-
crated the Koran is creating an-
other public relations challenge
for the country’s President
George. W. Bush.

Two weeks ago, the White
House was thrown on the defen-
sive by a now-retracted
Newsweek report alleging that
US interrogators at the deten-
tion centre for alleged terrorists
in Cuba had flushed a Koran
down a toilet. The story stirred a
worldwide controversy and the
Bush administration blamed it
for deadly demonstrations in
Afghanistan. Saying America’s
image abroad had suffered ir-
reparable damage, the White
House responded with a verbal
offensive against the media.

On Saturday, a day after the
Pentagon described a series of
cases of US personnel mishan-
dling the Koran, the White
House downplayed the issue.

“It is unfortunate that some
have chosen to take out of con-
text a few isolated incidents by a
few individuals,” presidential
spokesman Scott McClellan said
in a statement. Joe Lockhart, for-
mer press secretary for former
President Bill Clinton said that
when a news organisation —
such as Newsweek — makes a

-

A Muslim inmate prays in a New York prison.

factual mistake, White House of-
ficials are tempted to try to dis-
credit the entire story.

“I think on this issue, they fell
into a trap,” Lockhart said.
“They saw a way to push back on
a damaging story by making it
look like it was just out-of-control
journalists, and now they’ve had
to admit that it has happened.”

McClellan’s statements after
the Newsweek report left an im-
pression that no desecration had
occurred at Guantanamo, Lock-
hart said. “While the news organ-
isation got an example wrong,
they got the practice right,” he
said. “I think certainly the public
is within their right, in this case,
to believe they were misled.”

The Pentagon confirmed on
Friday evening — after the net-

works’ evening news shows had
aired it — that a US soldier had
deliberately kicked a prisoner’s
holy book.

But White House officials said
the problems were relatively mi-
nor and US commanders had
gone to great lengths to enable de-
tainees to practice their religion.
They noted that the investigation
last month, by brigadier-general
Jay Hood, the commander of the
detention centre, also found 15
cases of detainees mishandling
their own Korans.

“These included using a Koran
as a pillow, ripping pages out of it
and attempting to flush a Koran
down the toilet,” Hood’s report
said. It offered no possible expla-
nation for the detainees’ actions.

AP
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_/C/hristian town attacks bring back violent memories

Indonesia blasts

Tentena (Indonesia), May
28 (Reuters): Two bombs
ripped through a busy market
in a Christian town in eastern
Indonesia today, killing up to
21 people in an attack likely to
raise fears that sectarian
bloodshed could again break
out in the region.

The explosions left a trail
of blood and destruction inthe
lakeside town of Tentena, on
the eastern island of Sulawesi,
part of an area where three
years. of Muslim-Christian
clashes killed 2,000 people
until a peace deal was agreed
inlate 2001.

Periodic unrest has flared
since, but this morning’s at-
tack was among the worst,
Tensions rose after the bomb-
ings, with hundreds of resi-

nts converging on the local

.:pital and destroyed an out-

~market, demanding that
“lice find the killers.

29 MAY

P

A view of the market damaged by bomb blasts in the town of

Tentena, on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi. (Reuters)

The official Antara news
agency, quoting local govern-
ment officials, said the death
toll was 21. Police earlier said
it was 19.

A local hospital official
said 32 people were wounded,

many seriously. One toddler
was among the dead.

Crowds of people banged
their hands on the local police
chief’s car when he arrived on
the scene soon after the at-
tacks, but there was no vio-

] 2 1

- @ oy\'
lence. ‘TRhe situation is getting
tense,” Andi Asikin, the
mayor of Poso town not far
from Tentena, told El Shinta
radio station.

“People are upset because
their families are victims.
Crowds of people who arerela-
tives of the victims are con-
demning the act. They are de-
manding officials hunt the
perpetrators.”

Police on the scene said the
bombs comprised high explo-
sives, adding that the blasts
could be heard 12 km away.
The second explosion came 15
minutes after the first, and
was the bigger of the two, resi-
dents said.

The roofs of shops near the
market were torn off and food
and goods scattered over a
wide area in Tentena, 1,500 km
northeast of Jakarta. Win-
dows in a police station were
blown out.




Blast in Pak

+shrine

F v

k|IIs

19, many hurt

Islamabad: At least 19
people were killed and
scores were wounded in a
suspected suicide bomb-
ing at a Muslim shrine in
the Pakistani capital on
Friday, where thousands
had gathered to pay hom-
age to city’s patron saint.
The blast occurred at the
Bari Imam shrine, which
is close to Islamabad’s
main government build-
ings and the diplomatic
enclave, where many em-
bassies and diplomatic
residences are located.

“Our initial informa-
tion suggests it was a sui-
cide attack,” Islamabad
police chief Talat
Mehmood Tariq told
Reuters. At least 19 people
died and 65 were wound-
ed, said Tarig Mehmood
Pirzada, a senior city offi-
cial. The casualties in-
cluded women and chil-
dren.

Thousands of devotees
from the majority Sunni
Muslim and minority
Shi’ite Muslim sects were
attending a festival at the
time of the explosion.
“Many (Shi’ite) mourners
have been martyred and
many wounded,” Qamar
Haider Zaidi, a Shi’ite
Muslim preacher, told re-
porters as bloody, limbless
bodies were recovered
from the scene. “Shi’ites
and Sunnis were both
there.” Another Shi’ite
cleric, Syed Guftar Hus-
sain Sadiqi, said the blast
appeared to be the work of
banned Sunni militant
groups or “foreign ele-
ments.” Some blood-
stained bodies were cov-
ered with religious ban-
ners and Shi'ites beat
their chests in grief. It
was the latest incident of
religious violence to rock
Pakistan, which has been
a key ally in the US-led
war on terror since the
Sept 11 attacks in 2001.

It came as US assistant
secretary of state Christi-

na Rocca was concluding
a visit to the country and
as peace talks with Pak-
istan’s nuclear-armed ri-
val India were taking
place in the city of
Rawalpindi adjoining Is-
lamabad. The blast also
occurred hours before
hundreds of hardline Is-
lamists staged a pre-
planned anti-US rally out-
side parliament to protest
the alleged desecration of

the Koran, the Muslim
holy book, at the US mili-
tary prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay in Cuba.

President Pervez
Musharraf said it re-
mained unclear who
was responsible, but it
could have been sectarian
extremists. “If it is
sectarian, then I am very
saddened. Pakistan needs
to show moderation ac-
cording to Islam,”
Musharraf, who was on a
visit to Karachi, told re-
porters.

The Bari Imam shrine
is dedicated to Shah Ab-
dul Latif Kazmi, a 17th
century Sufi teacher who
is Islamabad’s patron
saint. Friday’s ceremony
was one held annually to
pay homage to him. Su-
fism is an umbrella term
for the mystical and asce-
tic movements within
Islam. Rreuters
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never been more lamentable in India. Reh
gious enthusiasm is perhaps the most pow-
erful factor behind turning one of the gentlest
words in the English language into one of the
most oppressive. It is certainly a very serious cri-
sis in democracy when books and films bring out
the most violent emotions in sensitive people.
Such sensitivities place any society on the treach-
erous foundation of fears, resentments, unfree-
doms and unreason. And the dangers are mani-
fest. The two blasts that violently disrupted the
screenings of Jo Bole So Nihaal in Delhi have
spread panic all over the country. Cinema halls
have stopped screening the film in most major
cities and towns, Mumbai being a notable excep-
tion. West Bengal has gone a step further by hav-
ing the withdrawal of the film from its halls gov-
ernmentally endorsed. The blasts have been vari-
ously linked with Sikh as well as Kashmiri ex-
tremism. But the most lasting — and damaging —
fallout of these reactions has been the stances
taken by the highest body in the community, the
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee,
and by the national commission for minorities.
The former has objected to the use of a line
from the Sikh daily prayers for the film’s title and
to the depiction of a Sikh man smoking. The latter
has made the entirely outrageous recommenda-
tion to the censor board that any film that might
offend religious sentiments should be referred to
a panel of “religious leaders”. This pre-emptive
censorship is inimical to the most fundamental
tenets of democracy. A critical spirit that can en-
gage with debate, controversy, complexity and
even caricature in a rational, open-minded and
balanced and, if need be, humorous manner ises- |
sential to the functioning of a healthy and mature
society. The power of critique that the arts are
granted by any civilized society had been shame-
fully denied them recently in Britain when
Ms Gurpreet Kaur Bhatti’s play, Behzti, was taken
off the boards in a reputed Birmingham theatre.
The local Sikh community had demonstrated
against it, and there were death threats against
Ms Bhatti, for having depicted corruption, mur-
der and rape in a gurdwara. Not a single British
politician stood by her then. In India, such a reign
of fear would be a far more unfortunate and
dangerous thing. |
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Statesman News Service

KOLKATA/MURSHID-
ABAD, May 2. — A new-
comer to her school, she is
a teacher who wears a
burkha. But her sari-clad
colleagues want to see her
dress like them.

She refuses to replace
her veiled gown with the
sari that, she argues,
reveals too much.
Moreover, wearing a
burkha is held in high
esteem by conservative
Muslims, says the teacher.

The Amtala Anna-
damoni Balika Vidyalaya
in Naoda, Murshidabad, is
reeling under a dress con-
troversy that’s necessitated
police intervention though
there’s been no violence.

The teacher (name with-
held) was a Hindu who
converted to Islam after

“vBurIgba row
ts in school

marrying a teacher, Mr
Hasibul Islam, of Dho-
radaha Rajanikanta High
School in Karimpur, Nadia.
An MA in English, she joi-
ned the school as a teacher
on 25 April this year after
being selected by the Sch-
ool Service Commission.
But she had to face trouble
for wearing her burkha.

She told The Statesman,
“I uncover my face when 1
teach. I even showed my
face to the teachers when
they asked me to do so. A
burkha is decent... I don’t
find anything wrong with
it. They abused me when I
refused to comply. I find it
very tough to put up with
them. One of them even
questioned my academic
credentials.”

The teacher-in-charge,
Mrs Gouri Bhowmik, said:
“We only suggested that
she wear a sari but didn’t
impose our decision. The
managing committee sec-
retary, however, instructed
us not to disturb her...”

A teacher of the school
and an RSP zilla parishad
member, Mrs Jyotsna Sen,
said: “For the sake of uni-
formity, we told her to wear
a sari. If she is allowed to
wear a burkha, students
might press for being
allowed to wear a similar
dress. We have nothing

against the burkha.”
Most  students  are
Muslims.

03 MAY 2005
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Pope’s first sermon: Return to God

REUTERS ASWA
VATICANCITY, APRIL24 () ;Y
% Reuters! and the will of the Lord,” said Benedict,
i

POPE Benedict XVI tO(VJk\c'harge of | " 78, the German former Cardinal Joseph
his Church at a majestic inauguration on S Ratzinger.
Sunday and set the tone for his papacy ‘ In his first official sermon as the 265th
with a plea to humanity to return to God leader of the Church, Benedict often
and transform a world he called a desert mentioned his predecessor John Paul, and
of pain and poverty. promised to continue his policy of reaching

Three weeks after the death of Pope out to other faiths.
John Paul II, presidents and pilgrims But the main focus of his sermon, de-
again packed the cobbled expanse in livered entirely in Italian, was on what he
Front of St. Peter’s Basilica to see the new called a world of alienation, suffering and
pontiff instatled on the papal throne. death. “There are so many kinds of desert.

Cloaked in golden vestments, Bene- There is the desert of poverty, the desert
dict appealed to a crowd estimated at of hunger and thirst, the desert of aban-
350,000 for prayers to help him in the donment, of loneliness, of destroyed
“enormous task that truly exceeds human - . SRR love,” the Pope said. “There is the desert
capacity”. Applause echoed around the  chanting “Benedict, Benedict”,attheend of God’s darkness, the emptiness of souls
colonnaded square as pilgrims inter- of the speech. “My real programme of  nolonger aware oftheir dignity or the goal
rupted his sermon more than 40 times, governanceisnottodomyownwill,notto  of humanlife...”

Inaugural Mass pursue my own ideas, but to listen, to-
atVatican City. /| getherwith the whole Church, to the word

25 APR 2095 INDIAN EXPRESS
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Pope just

wants to serve

Reuters
Vatican City, April 22

POPE BENEDICT wa-
nts to serve rather than
be honoured during his
papacy, he said on Fri-
day, asking cardinals to
help him overcome his
weaknesses. At his first
audience since he was
elected on Tuesday, the
Pope greeted each of
the “princes” of the
Church by name, a fa-
therly smile on his face.
“This is not about be-
ing honoured but rat-
her about a service that
needs to be carried out
with simplicity and de-
dication,” the Pope told
cardinals, most of wh-
om took part in the con-
clave that chose him.
Since his election,
the former Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger has
called himself a “sim-
ple, humble worker in
the Lord’s vineyard”
and made frequent
mention of his in-
adequacy and weak-

AP
Benedict greets Spanish Cardinal Somalo on Friday.

ness. On Friday, the 78-
year-old again referred
to his human frailty;
“my limits as a man
and in my abilities”.

“Your spiritual close-
ness, your inspired cou-
nsel and your physical
cooperation will be a gi-
ft that I will always rec-
ognise and that will sp-
ur me on to fulfil my
mandate with total fait-
hfulness and dedicati-
on,” he told cardinals.
“I beg you, never depri-
ve me of your support!”

Benedict will celebr-
ate his inaugural Mass
in St. Peter’s Square on
Sunday, delivering his
first public homily as
Pope from the spot whe-
re he presided over the
funeral of his predeces-
sor, John Paul, two
weekKs ago.

Fewer world leaders
are due to attend the in-
auguration, but royalty,
presidents and prime
ministers are expected,
as is the Pope’s 81-year-
old brother Georg.
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‘Battle for Muslim vote i m
Britain takes an ugly turn”

Extremist group condemns forum’s stand

Hasan Suroor

S
LONDON: The battle for Brxtam s one-
million strong Muslim vote ahead of
next month’s general election is fac-
ing disruption from an extremist
group which claims that it is “un-
Islamic” to vote for “kafirs”
(non-believers).

Activists of the self-styled “Sa-
viour Sect” caused a mini riot when
they stormed a meeting of the pro-
Labour Muslim Council of Great Bri-
tain in a central London mosque on
Tuesday, accusing it of “selling out”
to the Government and warning
Muslims that they would burn in
“hell fire forever” if they took part in
the elections.

The protesters, some of whom
wore masks, called the Council a
“mouthpiece of the British Govern-

ent of Tony Blair and George

ush.” As the meeting, which had
been called by the Council to “edu-
cate” Muslim voters, descended in
chaos, police were called in and one
man was arrested for allegedly caus-
ing criminal damage.

The Council chairman, Igbal Sac-
raine, who was abused by protesters,
retorted: “This is shame on Islam.” A
leaflet distributed by demonstrators
said: “Voting for any political party
...will take you outside the fold of
Islam.” Mr. Sacraine said they repre-
sented a tiny minority and the vast
majority of Muslims were moderate
and “determined” to take part in the
democratic processes.

“It is important to every member
of the Muslim community who is eli-
gible to vote to get out and vote on
May 5,” he said. The Council issued a

list of 10 questions which Muslim
voters must ask candidates before
making up their minds.

Tough fight

In another incident, members of
the same group tried to disrupt the
election campaign in a predominant-
ly Muslim constituency in East Lon-
don where the sitting Labour MP,
Oona King, is facing a tough fight
from her former party colleague Ge-
orge Golloway, contesting on an an-
ti-war platform. Police intervened
after Mr. Galloway alleged that he
was intimidated by Muslim “funda-
mentalists.” They reportedly “ghe-
raoed” Mr. Galloway saying they
were “setting up the gallows” for
him. They also warned Muslim vot-
ers that they faced a “death sen-
tence” if they voted in the elections. |

[
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Joseph Ratzingeér .«

VATICAN: The successor to John
Paul II has been elected, Vatican
Radio announced on Tuesday
evening. Bells chimed at St. Pe-

‘| ter’s Basilica and tens of thou-

sands of . flag-waving pilgrims

; filled the square, chanting: Viva

il Papa! or “Long live the Pope!”

The new Pope is Cardinal Jo-
seph Ratzinger from Germany.
He will be known as Benedict
XVI. The bells rang after a con-
fusing smoke signal that Vatican
Radio initially suggested was
black but then declared was too
difficult to call. White smoke is
used to announce a Pope’s elec-
tion to the world.

“It’s only been 24 hours —
surprising how fast he was elect-
ed,” Vatican Radio said, com-
menting on how the new Pope
was elected after just four or five
ballots. More pilgrims were

20 app 2005

is the new Pope

Joseph Ratzinger, who
will be known as Pope
Benedict XVI - AP

pouring into St. Peter’s Square,
and the bells were still pealing 10
minutes after the original tolling.

The 265th pontiff of the Ro-
man Catholic Church succeeds
John Paul II, who gained ex-

Iy
trao%}«y/gopularity over a 26-

year pontificate, history’s third-
longest papacy. Millions
mourned him around the world
in a tribute to his charisma.
Cardinals had faced a choice
over whether to seek an older,
skilled administrator who could

" serve as a “transitional” Pope

while the church absorbs John
Paul’s legacy, or a younger dy-
namic pastor and communicator
— perhaps from Latin America or
elsewhere in the developing
world where the church is grow-
ing. While John Paul, a Pole, was
elected to challenge the Commu-
nist system in place in eastern
Europe in 1978 the new pontiff
faces new issues: the need for
dialogue with Islam, the divi-
sions between the north and the
poor south as well as problems
within his church, — AP

THE HINDU



Back to basics

‘%z ’. BIP returns to Hindutva ;{\f‘*

Twenty~f1ve years old and yet the party seems to have
learnt nothing. The Bharatiya Janata Party just
celebrated its silver jubilee with the customary national
council meet and decided that the only way forward was to
go back. Born as the new avatar of the Bharatiya Jan Sangh,
the BJP had refused to break ties with the RSS from the very
beginning. In the past 25 years, it has, based on the needs of
the hour, intermittently emphasised and downplayed its
association with the RSS. The same applies to the party’s
position on Hindutva. In the early years, when the BJP
wanted to be seen as a political player like the Janata Party,
it set Hindutva aside. Then Ayodhya grabbed LK Advani’s
imagination and thanks to his rath yatra, Hindutva again
emerged as it main plank. Communal politics became the
name of the game and the BJP reaped rich dividends. In the
words of Advani, it went from a party of 2 to 200 MPs in the
Lok Sabha. While the climb to the top was fast, it was not
smooth. The party reached a political plateau, and could not
form a government without regional coalition partners.
Once again, Hindutva was pushed to the back burner.

Power corrupts and even the BJP — touted as the party
with a difference — was not immune. It too was beset by
problems such as infighting, dissidence, criminalisation, cor-
ruption and nepotism, and was voted out. To now say that it
will return to Hindutva suggests a lack of imagination and
political skill; worse, it suggests that each time the BJP is
under pressure, it will fan divisive flames. After the electoral
reverse last year, the RSS chief had urged the BIP to form its
own cadre, because the RSS/VHP cadre would no longer
help it win elections. This was an offer the party ought to
have taken up, for in a country whose secularism is
reinforced at regular intervals, politics must be seen to be
free from the shackles of rehglous dogma. Predictably,
though, the BJP has once again taken the easy option and
reinforced its dependence on the RSS. Leader after leader at
the national council pledged allegiance to the RSS. All of
them, including the likes of Pramod Mahajan who faced the
Sangh’s wrath in the Assembly elections, announced they
were swayamsevaks ‘first and last’. The BJP has come full
circle. Hindutva is back, the Ram Temple has reclaimed
centre stage, RSS has regained its pre-eminence, and all is
rlght with the Sangh Parivar. Or, is it?

P
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||||o bid farewellggg“Pf)pe JOhn Paul |

German Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger waves an incense burner around the coffin of Pope John
Paul [ during his funeral in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on Friday. — Reuters

By Vaiju Naravane * { 0

PARIS, APRIL 8. Millions of people
across the world today bid an
emotional farewell to Pope John
Paul 11, one of the most influen-
tial and popular Popes of all
times, in an elaborate and so-
lemn funeral at the Vatican that
was televised live around the
globe.

The “People’s Pope” or the
“Travelling Pope,” who died on
April 2 at the age of 84, was laid
to rest alongside other pontiffs
in the crypt of Saint Peter’s
Basilica.

The U.S. President, George
Bush, the German Chancellor,
Gerhard Schroeder, the French
President, Jacques Chirac, the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, and royals and leaders
from over 80 countries attended
the open air mass where the
Pope’s body lay in a plain cedar
wood coffin, stamped with a
brown cross and the letter M.
The symbols, which represent
Christ and Virgin Mary, were al-
so part of his official seal.

An open, red-bound New
Testament was placed on top of
the coffin, its pages flickering in
the wind. In the coffin, prelates
had placed special medals
minted by the Vatican during
Pope John Paul [I's reign as well
as a scroll recounting his life.

Cardinal Eduardo Martinez
Somalo, the official known as
the Cardipal Camerlengo and
who is in temporary charge of
the Vatican until a new Pope is
appointed, covered the Pope’s
face with a white silk veil and
sprinkled his body with holy wa-
ter before the coffin was closed.

Sea of humanity

St.  Peter's Square was
crammed with ovér 3,00,000
people and an estimated
7,00,000 filled the nearby streets
to watch the mass on giant vid-
eo screens. Many of them
chanted, clapped and waved
their national flags. At one
point, the crowd almost inter-
rupted the three-hour-long cer-

emon w‘hen people began
chanting “Santo Subito” {Saint-
hood Now}, calling for his im-
mediate canonisation. .

An estimated one million Pol-
ish people came to Rome by
bus, car, train and plane. Po-
land’s delegation included its
President, Aleksander Kwas-
niewski, and his predecessor,
Lech Walesa.

After the mass, lasting almost
three hours, the coffin was car-
ried inside the basilica to be
buried in the crypt close to the
spot believed to contain the
body of St. Peter, the apostle
chosen by Jesus Christ to found
his church.

During his homily, the offi-
ciating priest, Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, said that John Paul I1
had borne “a burden which
transcends merely human abil-
ities.”

In a voice trembling with
emotion, Cardinal Ratzinger,
described by Vatican insiders as
“tough and uncompromising,”
recalled how the Pope had ap-
peared at a window in the Vat-
ican to bless believers on Easter
Sunday, six days before his
death, when he could no longer
speak.

“Our Pope never wanted to
spare his own life, but gave him-
self unreservedly for Christ until
his last moment. Now we can be
sure that our beloved pope is at
the window of God’s house,
where he sees and blesses us,”
he said.

World leaders, including the
U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, and Mr. Bush, sat on the
left-hand side of the esplanade
while the other side was occu-
pied by red-robed Cardinalswill
meet in a secret conclave on
April 18 to start the process of
electing the next Pope.

Swiss guards in yellow and
purple uniforms and scarlet-
plumed helmets stood by as Ca-
tholic prelates took their seats
— bishops in purple and cardi-
nals in red.

Call for canonisation:
Page 14
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Developing nations root for their own

ot ’\l'/\

Agence France-Presse
Paris, April 4

AS EULOGIES flowed in for
Pope John Paul II on Monday,
the world looked ahead to a new
Pope with huge swathes of the
Roman Catholic Church hoping
for a loosening of the strict doc-
trine on condoms and another
inspirational leader, perhaps
from Africa.

John Paul was renowned in
the developing world as a cham-
pion of the poor, but many fol-
lowers in developing countries
now believe it is time for the next
pontiff to come from their ranks.

In Nairobi, the New Vision
newspaper told the Roman
Catholic cardinals to consider
choosing a non-Western pontiff.
“The Catholic Church has been
losing followers in the West since
John Paul Il became Pope in 1978.
Consequently, nearly 65 per cent
of the Catholics live in Africa,
Asia and Latin America. These
shifting demographics should
not be ignored when choosing
the next Pope,” the paper said.

“Africa has not produced a
Pope in 1,500 years. Yet today, 75
per cent of Roman Catholic car-
dinals come from Africa. This is
a golden opportunity for
Africa,” it added. Africa’s
biggest hope for the job is Cardi-
nal Francis Arinze of Nigeria,
though he is unlikely to usher in
a new era of liberal theology:

Outside Africa, though, the
views were different. “He is like-
1y to be a transitional Pope - pos-
sibly an Italian. That would be a
way of guaranteeing John Paul
II's legacy,” said Christian Ter-
ras, director of the Catholic
magazine Golias, which was
critical of John Paul’s papacy.

But the new Pope will have to
bandage the wounds at the heart
of the church, notably concern-
ing priests, bishops and theolo-
gians who have been repressed.
“John Paul II’s rigour paralysed
the most active and dynamic
members of the church. The
new Pope must take a more com-
passionate line on many prob-
lems,” Terras asserted.

Pressure groups called for the
next leader of 1.1 billion Roman
Catholics to lift a ban on con-
doms. “I hope the change will
bring it into line with the forces
engaged in the struggle against

DS APP 2008

HIV contamination,” said Khalil
Elouardighi, of gay rights group
Act-up.

The Independent in London
pressed for “a Pope for the 21st
century”.

“The next pope faces a Her-
culean task, not only in match-
ing the late Pope’s global role but
in restoring trust in, and respect
for, the clergy which is at an all-
time low,” the paper said in an
editorial.

The faithful pray and sing for their beloved pontiff at St Peter’s square in the Vatican on Monday.

Basilica is Pope’s home till burial

Agence France-Presse
Vatican City, April 4

THE BODY of Pope John Paul II was laid at
the altar of St. Peter’s Basilica after a
solemn procession on Monday.

Cardinal Eduardo Martinez Somalo, the
cardinal camerlengo in charge of the Holy
See until a new Pope is named, presided over
the procession, which began as he blessed
the body.

Twelve pallbearers hoisted the palanquin
bearing the John Paul’s body onto their
shoulders and proceeded out of the vast
Clementine Hall where the Pope was viewed
by dignitaries on Sunday.

Red-capped cardinals were seen descend-
ing the great Stairway of Nobles, followed by

bishops in their purple and white vestments
and Vatican officials in dark suits bearing gi-
ant candles. :

The public got a first glimpse of the pro-
cession at St. Peter’s Square as it made its
way through a massive bronze door of the
Vatican. People broke into tears and ap-
plause as the body emerged, with many tak-
ing photographs.

Before turning into the massive Basilica,
the palanquin was turned towards the
square where the pontiff had presided on
countless occasions during his 26-year-reign.

The body will lie in state for public view-
ing through Thursday night, ahead of the fu-
neral on Friday. Roads were closed to all traf-
fic, except official cars and taxis, several
blocks away from St. Peter’s.

Around the clock till Thursday night, sev-
eral hundred thousand people are expected
to file in and out of the Basilica in two par-
allel queues ending at either side of the foot
of the dias bearing the Pope’s body.

Hundreds of metal and wooden barriers
have been lined upon the square to channel
the crowds into the Basilica.

Access to St. Peter’s is via the grand Via
della Conciliazione, which lies along the ce-
tral axis of the vast cobblestoned square
where massive vigils have been on every
night since the Pope fell ill last Thursday,

Mourners paying their respects to John
Paul II will not be allowed to pause before
turning around and exiting through side
portals, and there will be no condolence
books to sign, press reports said.

AT THE FUNERAL

INDIA: Bhairon Singh Shekhawat,
Vice-President

SRI LANKA: Mahinda Rajapakse, PM

BANGLADESH: Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, minister

ITALY: President and PM

RUSSIA: Mikhail Fradkov, PM
GERMANY: President and Chancellor
CANADA: Paul Martin, PM

SPAIN: King Juan Carlos, Queen Sofia
and PM

EU: European Commission president

US: George W. Bush and Laura Bush
PHILIPPINES: President

LATVIA: President

LITHUANIA: President

ESTONIA: President

CYPRUS: President

CROATIA: President and PM
SLOVENIA: President and PM
LEBANON: President, PM and Speaker
CHILE: Ignacio Walker, minister
MALAYSIA: Two ministers

BRITAIN: Prince Charles, Tony Blair
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REST IN PEACE

Death due to
septic shock

VATICAN CITY, April 3.
— Pope John Paul II died
of blood poisoning and the
collapse of his blood ves-
sels, the Vatican announced
today, releasing the official
death certificate a day after
the Pontiff’s passing.

The certificate listed the
ailments the 84-year-old
Pope suffered from, includ-
ing acknowledging officially
for the first time that John
Paul II had Parkinson’s dis-
ease. John Paul II, who
died last evening, had suf-
fered heart and kidney fail-
ure brought on by a urinary
tract infection last week.

The official certificate
used the medical terminol-
ogy for blood poisoning
and blood vessel collapse,
which is septic shock and
cardio-circulatory collapse.

The other ailments list-
ed were episodes of acute
breathing failure, resulting
in a throat operation to
insert a breathing tube in
his windpipe; high blood
pressure; lack of blood
flow to the tissues and an
enlarged prostate gland.

The certificate said the
urinary tract infection, and
resultant deadly spread of
that infection to the blood,
was a complication of the
prostate problem.

Mourners flock to St Peter's Square for a special mass on Sunday. — AFP

Pontiff’s body lies in state at the Vatican

VATICAN CITY, April 3.
— Finally at rest afteryears
of debilitating disease,
Pope John Paul II’s body
lay in state today in the
frescoed Apostolic Palace
as the world mourned his
death and the Vatican pre-
pared for the ritual-filled
funeral and conclave that
will elect his successor.

An estimated 100,000
people turned out for a
morning Mass and thou-
sands more — tourists,
Romans, young and old —
kept coming throughout
the day, a sea of humanity
filling the broad boulevard
leading to St Peter’s
Basilica. They clutched
rosaries and newspaper
photos of John Paul as they
stood shoulder-to-shoulder
in St Peter’s Square to pray
for the soul of “our beloved

John Paul”.

“Today, while we weep
for the departure of the
Pope who left us, we open
our hearts to the vision of
our eternal destiny,” Car-
dinal Angelo Sodano, the
Vatican’s No. 2 official, said
in his homily. “For a quar-
ter century, he brought the
Gospel of Christian hope to
all the piazzas of the world,
teaching all of us that our
death is nothing but the
passage towards the home-
land in the sky.” o

Bells tolled and pilgrims
wept in remembrance of
the Polish-born Pope, who
reigned for longer than all
but two of his predeces-
sors and was credited with
helping bring down com-
munism in Europe and
spreading a message of
peace around the world.

The Vatican said the
pontiff died at 9.37 p.m.
yesterday of septic shock

and cardio-circulatory col-
lapse. He was 84.

The mourning began
with an overnight vigil in
St Peter’s Square after the
world learned of the death
of the Pontiff in his studio
apartment.

Early today, Cardinal Ca-
millo Ruini, the late Pope’s
Vicar for Rome, issued a
formal announcement of

United in grief at the Vatican on Sund

ay. — AFP
John Paul IT’s death to the
people of Rome, in keeping
with Vatican tradition.

The written text of
Cardinal Sodano’s homily
called the late Pope “John
Paul the Great”, a title usu-
ally designated for Popes
worthy of sainthood, such
as Gregory the Great and
Leo the Great. Cardinal
Sodano did not use the title

when he delivered the
homily, and there was no
explanation. Vatican texts,
however, are considered
official texts even if they are
not pronouneced.

Applause rang out when
Cardinal Sodano, dressed
in golden vestments,
prayed for the Pope’s soul.
“We entrust with confi-
dence to the risen Christ,
Lord of life and history, our
beloved John Paul I who
for 27 years guided the uni-
versal church as the succes-
sor of Peter,” he said.

After the Mass ended,
Archbishop Leonardo San-
dri, who became the Pope’s
public “voice” in the final
weeks of his life, read the
traditional Sunday noon-
time prayer, which John
Paul II delivered throughout
his pontificate.

The crowd applauded
when the Archbishop ann-

ounced that the late Pope

had actually prepared the
prayer himself before he
died — perhaps one of John
Paul IT’s last written docu-
ments — saying he was read-
ing it “with such honour, but
also such nostalgia”.

Once the Mass ended,
Cardinals, Prelates, Italian
government officials and
diplomats gathered in the
frescoed Sala Clementina of
the Apostolic Palace, where
John Paul I’s body lay in
state. Images of the ceremo-
ny, beamed around the
world on television, gave the
world its first look at the
Pope since he had died.

John Paul II was dressed
in crimson vestments and
white bishop’s miter on his
head. His crossed hands
clutched a rosary, and his
pastoral staff was tucked
under his left arm. A Swiss
Guard stood on either side
of him as the faithful paid
their respects at his feet.

India mourning

NEW DELHI, April 3— India
declared a three-day state
mourning from today as a
mark of respect to Pope John
Paul Il. The President and
Prime Minister sent their
letters of condolences to the
Vatican, even as bells tolled
and candles were lit in chur-
ches across India. — SNS

Castro gesture

HAVANA, April 3. — Cuban
President Fidel Castro expres-
sed condolences for the
Pope’s death, declaring three
days of official mourning on
the communist-run island
beginning today. — AP

VATICAN CITY, April 3. —
The expression on the late
Pope’s face appeared
peaceful but pained. “Our
Holy Father looks very much
at peace. It was very
satisfying for afl of us o see
him so serene,” a cardinal
said. — AP

Poll delay

LONDON, April 3. — Brifish
Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair
today delayed the
announcement of upcoming
elections, expected to take
place tomorrow, and will be
aftending a religious
memorial for Pope John Paul
Il, his office said. — AFP

Hometown

statue

WADOQWICE (Poland), April

3. — Pope John Paul II's
hometown in Wadowice today
placed a bronze statue of its -
most famous son in front of
the church which stands
metres away from the house
where he was born. — AFP

itafian Prive Mirdster Mr Sllvie
Berlusconi at the Vatican
on Sunday. — AFP

The silver hammer and the locked door

cent sure that they have not elected

g4 o,  THESTATESMAN

Martinez Somalo, tapped the Pope

Avpril 3. — The Catholic Church is as
proud of its ancient ceremonies as
the British parliament or royal fami-
ly, and even though some of these
fall by the wayside when the needs of
the modern world assert themselves,
many others remain intact.

It is unlikely for example — we will
probably never know for sure — that
the Camerlengo (or chamberlain) of
the Vatican, Cardinal Leonardo

three times on the head with a silver
hammer and called out his baptismal
name to ascertain that he was truly
dead; but it is much more likely that
he followed tradition in using the
same hammer to destroy the Pope’s
ring and seal of office.

It is also unlikely — again, we may
never know — that the next Pope,
once elected, will be required to sit
on a special chair, like 2 commode,
while the Camerlengo gropes to feel
his testicles, to be one hundred per

a woman by mistake.

But the conclave at which the Pope
is elected follows in spirit the con-
claves of old. The word means “with
keys”, and is a Latin pun: they meet to
find the next man to carry “the keys of
St Peter”; and while they are doing it
they will themselves be locked in.

In the past, they were quite literally
imprisoned, both to stop them being
nobbled by the powerful political
interests, and to keep their minds on
the job. — The Independent
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THE PAPABILES: Some of the strong contenders to become the new Pope. (From left) Nigeria’s Cardinal Francis Arinze, Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, Crdina| Oscar

Steps to succession...

-

By

Rodrigues Maradiaga from Honduras, Colombian Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos and Italian Archbishop Angelo Scola. — AFP

TEPS in the process of

selecting a new Pope under

rules laid down by the late
Pope John Paul II in 1996:
W The College of Cardinals is to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow and is
expected to set the date for the
funeral. The funeral and burial
must be held between the fourth
and sixth day after death except
for unspecified “special reasons”
B Pope’s body goes on display for
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public viewing at St. Peter’s
Basilica starting Monday after-
noon.

B Appointments of top Vatican
officials cease but assistants con-
tinue routine business. College of
Cardinals temporarily governs the
Roman Catholic Church. The
chamberlain becomes chief admi-
nistrator and organises conclave
where the cardinals will choose a
new Pope.

TFTACs »
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® The conclave begins 15 to 20
days after death.

M Cardinals eligible to vote —
those under age 80 — are
sequestered within Vatican City
and take oath of secrecy.

B Any baptised Roman Catholic
male is eligible for election as
pope, but only cardinals have
been selected since 1378.

B Two ballots held each morning
and two each afternocn in the

Sistine Chapel. If no one gets
required two-thirds majority after
about 12 days, cardinals may
change procedure and elect pope
by simple majority.

® Ballots burned after each
round. Black smoke means no
decision;white smoke signals that
cardinals have chosen pope and
he has accepted. New Pope intro-
duced at St. Peter’s Square and
imparts his first blessing. — AP
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VATICAN CITY, April 2. —
Pope John Paul II, the Polish
Pontiff who led the Roman
Catholic Church for more than
a quarter century died today in
his Vatican apartment. He was
84.

“The angels welcome you,”
Vatican TV said after the ann-
ouncement came from papal
spokesman Mr Joaquin Nav-
arro-Valls.

“The Holy Father died this
evening at 9:37 p.m. in his
private apartment. All the pro-
cedures outlined in the
Apostolic Constitution Universi
Dominici Gregis that was writ-
ten by John Paul Il on 22 Feb-
ruary 1996, have been put in
motion,” his statement said.

It was distributed to journal-
ists via e-mail. John Paul
expired as cardinals were lead-
ing some 70,000 people at St
Peter’'s Square in prayers for
him in his “last journey”. Italy’s
ANSA news agency said
Vatican and Italian flags were
being lowered to half-staff
across Rome and elsewhere.

The Pope died after suffering
heart and kidney failure follow-
ing two hospitalisations in as
many months. Just a few hours
earlier, the Vatican had said he
was in “very serious” condition
but responded to members of
the papal household.

After the Pontiff's death,
Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the
Vatican No. 2 official, immedi-
ately led the tearful crowd in St

Peter’s Square in prayers.

Immediately after the news
was announced to the square by
undersecretary of state Arch-
bishop Leonardo Sandri, there
was complete silence. The
crowd seemed stunned. A few
minutes later, some people
broke out in applause in appre-
ciation for the Pope — in an
Italian tradition in which
mourners often clap for impor-
tant figures. Others wept.

“We all feel like orphans this
evening,” Sandri said.

A few people started stream-
ing out of the square, but other
stayed put and stared at the
Pope’s windows, where the
light still burned.

John Paul was a robust 58-
year-old when the cardinals
stunned the world and elected
the cardinal from Krakow, the
first non-Italian Pope in 455
years,

Preparations got under way
today for the elaborate rituals
marking a Pope’s death, with
officials gearing up to accom-
modate the tens of thousands of
pilgrims expected to converge
in Rome in the wake of the
Pope’s death.

Workmen in cherry-pickers
began dismantling the canopy
that normally stands on the
steps of St Peter’s Basilica to
shield the Pope from the sun
during outdoor Masses. One
workman said the space had to
be cleared for John Paul’s
funeral.

B More reports,
: photographs on page 11

DE

Preparations on for\elgborate rituals

POPE I

A file photo of the Pope

AFTER THE DEATH...

W A pronouncement of death
is made in Latin and is certi-
fied by a physician. The
Bronze Door at St Peter’s
Basilica is closed.

® A nine-day mourning peri-
od, the Novemdiales, follows. -
® The funeral and burial
must be held between the
fourth and sixth day.

® The Pontiff could choose to
be interred in Krakow’s
Wavel Cathedral instead of
beneath the Basilica.

® Cardinals under 80 gather
to elect the new Pope in the
Sistine Chapel. The conclave
must begin at least 15 days
after the Pope’s death and
not more than 20. -

® A simple majority is suf-
ficient to elect & Pope if none
gets two-thirds magority after
30 rounds of voting. — AP

IR N A i T

THE 511 eSint

03 APP 2005



e INTERNATIONAL N

THE SUNDAY STATESMAN KOLKATA 3 APRIL 2005

11

N

as Pope in 1978 was in many ways
seen as a groundbreaking move for
the Catholic Church.

THE appointment of Karol Wojtyla

. i
Picture dated in the 1930s of Karol
Wojtyla after receiving first
commaunion in his home
in Kracow. — AFP

The first Polish pontiff — and at 58, the
youngest Pope of the 20th Century — he
had risen swiftly through the ranks of
Catholic clergy to become Archbishop of
Krakow. His career — although rapid —
was not spectacular. Although respected,
he was little known outside Vatican cir-
cles, and few experts tipped him as suc-
cessor to Pope John Paul, who died after
only 33 days in office.

Karol Wojtyla took the name of John
Paul II after being elected in a two-day
session of the College of Cardinals sitting
in the Sistine Chapel.

DYNAMIC EARLY LIFE

Born near Krakow in 1920, the young
Karol Wojtyla devoted his energies to
sports including football and skiing. An
avid theatre lover, at one time he also
considered becoming an actor.

During the Nazi occupation in World
War II he studied theology — in hiding
for part of the time — and was eventual-
ly ordained a priest in 1946.. He was
quickly promoted, becoming archbishop
in 1964 and cardinal in 1967.

An outside candidate, his approach to
the papacy was dynamic. John Paul II
has never been a man to remain shroud-
ed behind the walls of the Vatican.

He has travelled constantly. After his
appointment, he quickly established him-
self as an instantly recognisable figure-
head to the world’s largest Christian

community.

He has visited more than 100 countries
and is estimated to have effectively cir-
cled the globe 27 times.

However his desire for closeness with
people almost led to his death. In 1981 he
was shot and seriously wounded by a
Mehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish fanatic, in St
Peter's square. After a long recovery he
visited and forgave his would-be assassin.

CONSERVATIVE VIEWS

Despite the Pope’s progressive, hands-on
leadership, he is not without his critics,
particularly over his views on contentious
issues such as divorce, contraception and
abortion. At a Vatican conference in 2001
he spoke out against laws allowing divorce,
abortion, homosexual unions and rights for
unmarried couples. Critics both inside and
outside the church say such views risk
alienating many Catholics and are out of
touch with a rapidly changing world.

HEALTH PROBLEMS

In recent years, the Pope has been dogged
by ill health and has become increasingly
frail. He had a tumour removed from his
colon in 1992, dislocated his shoulder in
1993, broke his femur in 1994 and had his
appendix removed in 1996.

In 2001 an orthopaedic surgeon con-
firmed what had been suspected for some
time — that the Pope was suffering from
Parkinson’s disease.

In October 2003, St Peter’s square in
Rome was filled with pilgrims from
around the world as Pope John Paul II
celebrated his Silver Jubilee.

Pope Paul VI consecrates Archbishop of Poland Karol Wajtyla after his

John Paul II at the Vatican after
being named the Pope on
16 October 1978. — AFP

Just five months later, on 14 March
2004, the remarkable life of the pontiff
reached another milestone when his
papacy became the third-longest in the
history of the Catholic Church.

The Pope marked his 84th birthday in
May of that year, but despite deteriorat-
ing health has refused to let up his gru-
elling schedule of appearances and
foreign trips. He held a weekly audience
on Wednesdays and until his latest bout
of ill health led to the cancellation of his
engagements, had not missed one since
September 2003. — Agencies

election as cardinal in the Vatican's Sistine Chapel on 28 June 1967. — AFP
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Ahove all, no fuss please

CATHERINE PEPINSTER
THE INDEPENDENT

LONDON, April 2. — A few
weeks ago I had the chance to
read an early copy of Anthony
Howard’s forthcoming biogra-
phy of the late Cardinal Basil
Hume, who was a much
respected and loved leader of
the Catholic Church in
England and Wales. The final
chapter on Cardinal Hume’s
death was  particularly
poignant, but what struck me
forcefully was that Cardinal

The final days of the Pope and Terri Schiavo have been
a media circus, bordering on the unseemly.

Hume had the kind of death

water withdrawn, but they
were forced by the courts to
stand aside and watch her die
an excruciating death.

But there was a third element
in the life and death of Schiavo,
and indeed in the story of the
Pope’s final days. That is the
role that medical technology
plays today, not so much in sav-
ing lives but prolonging them.
Doctors using advanced med-
ication and feeding techniques
can keep people alive who
would never have survived
even 10 or 20 years ago. Once
this happens, the boundaries

most of us would wish to have.

After being told that he was
seriously ill with cancer, and
that he had months to live, he
had time to prepare for his
death, and make his peace with
the world and with God.
Cardinal Hume, announcing
that he was dying, stressed:
“Above all, no fuss.” He then
retreated from public life, final-
ly dying surrounded by family
and his closest associates.

If only it had been the case for

the American Terri Schiavo,
and for Pope John Paul II in
these, his final days. The agony
of these two people has been a
spectacle, a media circus at
times bordering on the
unseemly, with every gasp,
every agonised movement,
every moment of struggle mon-
itored by the cameras. Yet the
final days of these people’s
lives tell us much of the nature
of dying today. On the one
hand there is the Christian

belief that suffering must be
borne with faith and patience,
and on the other, a humanist
view that people should be
taken out of their misery.

The tension between these
two approaches was clearly
apparent in the case of
Schiavo. Her husband, with
his belief that her life should
be actively brought to an end,
finally won the day. Her
Catholic parents believed that
she should not have food and

between life and death become
ever more blurred.

Today, with people’s belief in
the right to determine their
own life paramount, there’s a
belief that we should determine
the time of our deaths too. The
Catholic moral tradition, with
its roots in the thinking of
Aristotle, emphasises the need
to do what we can to protect
and care for innocent life — for
Terri Schiavo, and John Paul
II, but not at all costs.




-~

7

P
e

. Pope suffers
~'. heart attack,

condition serious

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, APRIL 1. As Pope John Paul
II continued to hover between
life and death, the world’s 1.1
billion Catholics monitored his
state of health with mounting
anxiety and concern. Prayers
were offered and religious cere-
monies for his recovery held
across the globe.

The 84-year-old pontiff's
health took a sudden turn for
the worse last night when he
suffered a massive heart attack
following an acute urinary in-
fection that gave rise to high fe-
ver. Despite treatment with
antibiotics, the Pope is suffering
from septicaemia. Doctors say
his condition remains extreme-
ly serious.

The Vatican said the Pope re-
mained conscious and serene
despite major health setbacks in
the past 24 hours. This morning
he received several of his aides,
including Cardinal Angelo So-
dano, Secretary of State, and
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the
dean of the College of
Cardinals.

“The situation now is station-
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ary but conditions of notable
seriousness remain. The biolog-
ical parameters are unsettled.
His blood pressure is unstabie.
The Pope continues to remain
lucid, fully aware and, I must
say, very serene. Several min-
utes ago he asked that some
passages from Sacred Scriptures
be read to him, and he atten-
tively followed this reading,” the
Vatican spokesman, Joaquin
Navarro-Valls, told a news con-
ference a little past noon today.

Roads to Vatican sealed

Police in Rome sealed off all
roads leading into Vatican City.
Nevertheless, thousands of pil-
grims and followers gathered at
the barricades waiting anxious-
ly for news of the Pope’'s health.
Many were crying inconsolably.

Since Pope John Paul 11 fell
seriously ill two months ago, the
affairs of the Roman Catholic
Church have been conducted
by four powerful Vatican Cardi-
nals and the pontiff's private
secretary.

However incapacitated, the
Pope continued to be the ulti-
mate reference in the Church

T g,

hierarchy and the arbiter of
doctrine. But lately, because he
encounters difficulties speaking
and swallowing, the Pope has
been reduced to writing mess-
ages as his only means of com-
munication, leaving the
Vatican’s number two, Cardinal
Angelo Sodano, 77, at the helm
of affairs.

He was assisted by Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger, 77, who as
head of the Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the
Faith is the Church’s doctrinal
enforcer; Cardinal Giovanni
Battista Re, the 71-year-old
head of the Congregation for
Bishops, and Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, 74, the Pope’s vicar, or
deputy for the diocese of Rome
and head of the [talian bishops
conference.

According to the Italian daily
Corriere della sera, the four prel-
ates had concluded a pact to
maintain the status quo at the
Vatican so long as any uncer-
tainties about the Pope’s health
persisted.

Article on Page 10
Status quo to be
maintained: Page 13



Preparing for the succession

By Vaiju Naravane

S POPE John Paul II contin-

ued to fight what could be

his final battle for life, the

Vatican quietly began pre-
paring the world’s 1.1 billion Ca-
tholics for the demise of their
spiritual leader and the election of
his successor. Pope John Paul 1I has
been one of the most pro-active,
popular, controversial and long-
serving pontiffs who has been a ma-
jor player in several events of im-
mense global importance, not least
the defeat of Soviet-style socialism.

In an openness rarely seen at the
Vatican, authorities gave out details
about the Pope’s illness, announc-
ing he had received the Holy Viat-
icum, or sacraments for the dying,
and described his condition as “very
serious.” Vatican spokesman Joa-
quin Navarro-Valls, not known for
being loquacious, said: “Following a
urinary tract infection, a septic
shock with a cardio-circulatory col-
lapse occurred.” In as delicate a way
as possible the Vatican gave the
faithful to understand that the end
was near.

The Pope has displayed un-
bounded courage, grit and determi-
nation, carrying out his pontifical
duties even when he has been ex-
tremely ill and,visibly in pain. The
sudden deterioration in his health
has put paid to the growing debate
about whether he should resign in
order to make way for a younger,
more vigorous man. It is now clear
that the Pope, who has unshakeable
faith in his destiny as God’s emis-
sary on Earth, intends to die in of-
fice. This time around the Pope
refused to leave the Vatican for the
Gemelli clinic in Rome where he is
normally treated.

Although the Holy Father has
cheated death several times in the
past, surviving an assassination at-
tempt in 1981, colon cancer in 1992,
shoulder and hip injuries in 1992
and 1993 and the removal of his ap-
pendix in 1996, injury, disease, a re-
lentless seven-days-a-week
schedule and old age have taken
their toll. Now the death-watch for
the 84-year-old bishop of Rome has
finally begun and Cardinals have
started gathering in Rome for what
could be the Pope’s last hours.

Theoretically speaking, according
to church canon, any male Roman
Catholic can be chosen Pope. In re-
ality, however, the world’s next
Pope will be elected by secret ballot
from amongst the members of the
Sacred College of Cardinals, a cus-
tom observed for centuries. Pope
John Paul II was elected Pope when
he was barely 58 and has been at the
helm of the Catholic Church since
1978, making him the third longest
serving pontiff in history. The Pope
holds ultra-conservative views on
subjects such as abortion, birth con-
trol, euthanasia and the ordination
of women. By appointing 106 of the
122 Cardinals eligible to vote, he has
made certain there will be a conti-
nuity in papal doctrine and that his
successor will uphold his conserva-
tive views.

Vatican watchers say there are
three factors that will be important
in the selection of the next Pope,
and the first is age. The current Pope
reigned for over 26 years, too long a
period for many cardinals who this
time around are likely to select an
older candidate.

The second major requisite for
the next Pope will be the ability to
speak several languages. The influ-
ence and following of the Roman
Catholic Church is on the wane in
Europe. On the other hand, it is
growing exponentially in other parts
of the world such as Asia, Africa and
Latin America. The next pontiff
should be able to carry the Church’s
message to all parts of the globe and
to do this should be adept at using
the mass media. The new Pope will
be required to speak Italian of
course, since that is the language of
the Vatican, but he will also be ex-
pected to speak English.

So will the Church return to the
old tradition of electing an Italian
pope or will the Cardinals take into
account the fact that most Church
followers now come from outside

While electing a successor to Pope John Paul II,
will the Church return to the old tradition of
electing an Italian pope or will the Cardinals take
into account the fact that most Church followers
now come from outside Europe and opt for an
African, Asian or Latin American pontiff?

Europe and opt for an African, Asian
or Latin American pontiff?

The biggest difference between
the papal selection process now and
25 years ago is demographic. Of the
five countries with the biggest Ca-
tholic populations, only one (Italy)
is European. Forty-six per cent of
the world’s Catholics are in Latin
America; there are more Catholics in
the Philippines than in [taly. In
1955, there were 16 million Catholi-
cs in all of Africa; today there are 120
million. The cardinal-electors’ geo-
graphical origin still reflects, if less
than before, the rich world’s control
of a Church that increasingly finds
its believers in the poor world. There
are 66 Luropean and 14 North
American Cardinals, against 24 La-
tin Americans, 18 from Asia and
Oceania and 13 Africans. So it will be
interesting to note how this dynam-
ics will work itself out.

The Pope can be elected by one of
three methods. A unanimous voice-
vote is permissible, as is the unani-
mous selection by the Cardinals of a
9- to 15-member committee, which
then must agree on a Pope. The
election rules were last changed by
Pope John Paul I in 1996 with his
Apostolic Constitution, or ruling,
called Universi Dominici Gregis (All
the Lord’s Flock).

One of the most significant
changes introduced by the constitu-
tion — intended to prevent a repeti-
tion of some of the interminable
conclaves of the past — is that if no
one has been elected by a two-thirds
majority after 30 ballots, the Cardi-
nals may vote to elect the Pope by
an absolute majority of half-plus-
one instead.

As soon as the Pope dies, the car-
dinal camerlengo or chamberlain,
Cardinal Eduardo Martinez Somalo,
becomes the temporary head of the
Church. He is responsible for ar-
ranging the funeral and burial of the
Pope and organising the electoral
conclave.

The Cardinals will be adminis-

tered an oath of secrecy when they
enter the conclave knowing that
they will be automatically excom-
municated if they break it. The con-
clave cannot be held until two
weeks after the Pope’s death. This is
meant to give all the Cardinals
enough time to reach Rome and it
must not start later than 20 days af-
ter the Pope’s passing.

Four ballots are held each day,
two in the morning and two in the
afternoon as the conclave moves
slowly towards a consensus. The
ballot papers are burned in an old
stove in the Sistine Chapel, and the
smoke emerges from chimney stack
observable from St. Peter’s Square.
If no candidate has been elected, the
smoke is black. If a new Pope is cho-
sen, a chemical is mixed with the
papers and the smoke, hopefully,
emerges as white.

In practice, the next Pope will be
chosen from among the 119 Princes
of the Church attending the con-
clave. Once a Cardinal has been
chosen, he is asked if he agrees to be
Pope and by what name he wishes
to be known. Once he has done this
he becomes, Catholics believe,
Christ’s vicar on earth. The dean of
the College of Cardinals, Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger, will then step on
to the central loggia of St. Peter’s
basilica to proclaim “Habemus Pa-
pam (we have a pope).” The new
Pope then appears on the balcony to
deliver his apostolic blessing.

Many Popes have been formally
installed with a coronation, but
Pope John Paul 11 refused a coro-
nation and was installed as the Pope
during a Mass in St. Peter’s Square.

John Allen, the Vatican corre-
spondent for the National Catholic
Reporter, cites an old Italian saying:
“Always follow a fat Pope with a
skinny Pope.” But if there is a back-
lash, many analysts believe it will
likely be against this Pope's pen-
chant for centralising authority, not
against his ideology. Several names
have been put forward as being emi-

nently “papabile” or popeable to
use the Italian epithet for suitable
candidates. They include:

Cardinal Francis Arinze, 70:- Ni-
gerian and black, he is the former
head of the Pontifical Council for In-
terreligious Dialogue. A Vatican in-
sider, he is considered capable and
humane. But he is also black and the
Church may not yet be ready to take
so dramatic a step as to appoint a
black Pope. A large chunk of the do-
nations to the Church comes from
Europe and America and it is not
evident that a black Pope will be
particularly warmly welcomed by
the Church’s major donors. The se-
lection of a black Pope would alien-
ate some white Catholics. But the
biggest strike against him is that the
African church, while growing rap-
idly is still too young, especially
compared to the Church in Latin
America.

Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez
Maradiaga, Honduran, 60, is consid-
ered too young for the post. While
there is no consensus on a Latin
American candidate, the name of
Rodriguez, formerly head of the La-
tin American Bishops group, is most
often mentioned. He has been a
strong opponent of Third World
debt and an advocate for the
Church’s anti-poverty mission. A
polyglot, media-savvy Latin Ameri-
can who knows everyone in the Col-
lege, he w. 2'd represent a powerful
statement on b half of the huge and
poverty-stricken Latin  American
Church, as well as the rest of the
developing world. Rodriguez is also
a supporter of decentraiisation,
which may be the most impoiiant
factor of all. His main drawback is
that he is seen as being hostile to the
press.

Lubomyr Husar, 70, of Ukraine, is
considered almost saintly. His age is
about right but the main drawback
is his nationality. He is American.
Husar is head of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church and has
American citizenship. There are
three objections to Husar's candida-
cy. First, he represents Eastern Eu-
rope, and after John Paul many
believe that region of the world will
have to wait a few generations to
produce another Pope. Secondly, he
is an American citizen, and observ-
ers believe it would be diplomatical-
ly impossible to elect a superpower
pontiff.

One of the strongest candidates is
Dionigi Tettamanzi from Italy, con-
servative and well-liked by the very
hardline Opus Dei movement. Only
five per cent of the world’s Catholics
live in I[taly but an Italian stands a
good chance because 35 per cent of
the voting Cardinals either repre-
sent an Italian diocese or work for
the Vatican administration.

Austrian Christoph Schénborn is
only 58, the age at which John Paul
I became Pope. Considered an in-
tellectual heavyweight, he is a re-
spected theologian. His big problem
is his age.

Jaime Lucas Ortega y Alamino, 66,
from Cuba has the advantage of be-
ing Hispanic and coming from a
land where God is given short shrift.

Godfried Danneels, 70 and from
Belgium, is considered witty but too
liberal. On the off chance that the
cardinals want to go with a liberal,
he may be the man.

Finally, there is the intangible
“God” factor. There may be a cardi--
nal who is all wrong for the political
reasons listed above but who is
viewed by his peers as a truly holy
individual. Many people believe the
Holy Spirit will be guiding the Cardi-
nals’ deliberations and as Mr. Allen
of the National Catholic Reporter
says: “As far as the next Pope is con-
cerned, expect the unexpected. In
the post-9/11 world, there is an ac-
knowledgement inside the College
of Cardinals that very little is going
to be more decisive in terms of
where the world .goes in the future
than whether or not Islam and the
Christian west can figure out a kind
of modus vivendi. Both ‘tough love’
(Hawk) and ‘harmonious coexis-
tence’ (Dove) approaches to the
question of Islam exist within the
Vatican.” -
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Diversity

KOLKATA, March 1. — Does reli-
gion trigger terrorism and hatred or
can it be a potent tool even in this
“most secular” of centuries to pro-
mote peace and development ?

Experts, religious activists and
scholars racked their brains over this
key question today on the second day
of the three-day session of Third
Diversity Matters, a Commonwealth
forum on religious diversity.

And the organisers the
Australian Multicultural Founda-
tion, the Commonwealth Policy
Studies Unit, the Commonwealth
Foundation, The Statesman and the
Monash Institute for the Study of
Global Movements — couldn’t have
found a better place to deliberate on
such weighty issues, as Kolkata was
hailed by the delegates as a city that
epitomises cultural and religious

diversity.
Mr B Hass Dellal, executive direc-
tor, Australian  Multicultural

Foundation, said globalisation and
technological exchanges need to be
accompanied by removal of preju-

across reli

SN s

Iimam Mohammed Nurayn Ashafa, joint
executive coordinator, interfaith Mediation
Centre of Muslim-Christian Dialogue Forum
(Nigeria), at the Diversity Forum in Kolkata
on Tuesday. — The Statesman

dices, misconceptions and intoler-
ance which alone can make develop-
ment meaningful.

Sir James Gobbo, chairman, Aus-
tralian Multicultural Foundation,
sought to dispel the notion that reli-
gion begets terrorism and violence.
Condemning the use of religion to
justify acts of terror, he said that

glous divide

young minds should not be poisoned.

Mr Salman Haidar, former foreign
secretary of India, laced his argu-
ments on leadership and interfaith
with his personal experience as he
grew through the uncertain and pre-
carious times of the Partition.

The Muslims who decided to live
in India in 1947, Mr Haidar said,
were not sure what kind of place the
country of their conscious choice
would be. But it was the crucial role
played by Jawaharlal Nehru and the
framers of the Constitution that sta-
bilised the tradition of religious and
cultural diversity.

“Of course there were anxious
moments when Punjab was in uproar
during the Khalistan movement and
there were turbulent times in the
North-east and Kashmir. But the
maturity of political leadership gave
the country a solid foundation,” Mr
Haidar said.

Mr Ravindra Kumar, Editor, The
Statesman, who chaired the first ses-
sion, summed up to say how liberal
leadership eased religious conflicts,
while religion can be turned into a
major force of peace.

More reports on Kolkata Plus 111

s/
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“Swaminarayan temple priest,
3 others held in sleaze case

Press Trust of India W

AHMEDABAD, Feb. 15.
— A priest belonging to
Swaminarayan religious
sect was today arrested in
Gujarat’s Junagadh city
along with three others
following a video expose
of sleaze involving sadhus,
in a fallout of group rivairy
in the sect.

“The priest, Bhaktis-
warup and three touts were
arrested by the Crime
Branch late last night
under  Prevention of
Immoral trafficking Act,”
Mr DG Vanzara, ACP
(Crime), told reporters
here today.

“The priest has been
arrested for women traffick-
ing, while the three accused
Mansuk Patel alias
Mansuk Bhagat, Banubhai

Patel alias anu Bhagat and
Takkarsinh Patel — were
arrested for making videos
of the sexual act and distrib-
uting it in form of CDs,” Mr
Vanzara said.

“Several books contain-
ing nude photographs of
women, a copy of Vatsa-
yana’s Kamasutra, con-
doms, contraceptive pills
and sleazy literature were
also recovered during the
raid at Bhaktiswarup’s res-
idence at Junagadh,” he
added.

The three Ahmedabad-
based accused used to
make CDs of different
Swaminarayan sadhus
involved in sex, Mr
Vanzara said. “The CD in
possession of the Crime
Branch is a compilation of
such sexual acts involving
different sadhus with dif-

ferent women, he a)/

“Before comp tion,
the CD showing sadhus in
compromising positions
were shot in different
parts at different time and
place, including Junagadh,
Ahmedabad, Bharuch and
Surat,” Mr Vanzara said
adding that the touts were
involved in this act since
2002.

The police officer said
the shooting of the video
was a result of rivalry bet-
ween two groups of the
Vadtal Swaminarayan sect
in Nadiad district of cen-
tral Gujarat.

The three persons arres-
ted on charge of shooting
the videos had mastermi-
nded the whole show bv

brmgmg women and fund-
ing them, Mr Vanzara
said.

- /
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By A. Subramani

CHENNA!, FEB. 11. The Madras
High Court today termed the
freezing of the Kanchi Sankara
Mutt's bank accounts illegal. It
said, “it is not for the special in-
vestigation team (SIT) dealing
with a murder and assault case
to plunge into the accounts of
the Mutt and paralyse its func-
tions by invoking Section 102 of
Code of  Criminal
Procedure.”

In his 48-page order, Justice
K.P. Sivasubramaniam set aside
the order freezing the 183 ac-
counts. “The reasons to invoke
Section 102 in this case are two-
fold. First, the Mutt money was
paid to killers/hirelings. Sec-
ondly, the police have an appre-
hension that the money couid
be used for tampering with the
witnesses. The first ground re-
lates to the past events and has
no relevance to the future func-
tioning of the Mutt. The second
one, an apprehension of a fu-
ture event, can never be a rea-
son for invoking Section 102.”

Another perspective that ren-
dered Section 102 inapplicable
was that it was the Mutt head,
and not the Mutt itself, who was
the accused, the judge said. “If
there is any personal or individ-
ual account of the accused, the
police could very well invoke
Section 102 against the account.
The Mutt or the Trusy, an in-
dependent body by itself, and
can have nothing to do with the
commissions and omissions of
the head of the Mutt in his per-
sonal capacity. His relationship
with the Mutt is only in a fiduci-
ary capacity. The property, as-
sets and income of the Mutt
belong to the Mutt and not to its
head. He has no proprietary or
individual rights or interest over

Freezing Mutt
accounts illegal: ‘"
‘High Court {5

A
the property.” ¥ Y
Any contrary interpretation
of Section 102 would lead to
“unreasonable and shocking
situations,” Mr. Justice Sivasu-
bramaniam said. It (freezing of
accounts) could happen to any
organisation and institutions
registered under the Societies
Registration Act, clubs, political
parties, social organisations,
etc. “Once the head of the in-
stitution is apprehended, the
institution can be brought
grinding halt and the police
can, at the stroke of a pen,
freeze bank accounts and para-
lyse the activities of the
institution.” ;
The judge said, “Mutts like |
Kanchi, Thiruvaduthurai, Thi- |
rupanandal, Ahobilam, Madu- ?
rai Adheenam, etc, were
established by great saints. The |
head of the Mutt today may or |
may not be involved in a crime. |
But that is no reason to subject ]
the Mutt to such action which |
would paralyse the Mutt.” |

SIT cautioned

Reiterating that the scope
and applicability of Section 102
should not be used to stifle the
activities of the Mutt and ather
institutions unconnected with
the offence, he gave a “word of
caution” to the SIT. “If you di-
vert and deviate from the direc-
tion, it would cast a deep
shadow on SIT.” He said that in
case of misconduct by the Mutt,
it was for the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
Department to look into it and
lodge police complaint.

“Having regard to the appre-
hensions of the police and the
agreeability of the Mutt,” the
judge said the Mutt must sub-
mit account statements to the
SIT once a month.

T by 4 Fen M5



/Condltmnal bail for
%ﬁ" )unm Acharya.,”

CHENNAI, Feb. 10. —
Madras High Court today
granted conditional bail to
the junior Sankaracharya ,
Vijayendra Saraswathi, in
the Sankararaman murder
case, finding the “present
evidence” linking him to
the murder conspiracy
“insufficient and weak.”
High Court judge, Mr
Justice M Thanickachalam,
observed that “prima facie
a doubt should arise regar-
ding the participation of
this petitioner as a co-
conspirator” in the Sankar-
araman murder case.
Vijayendra had been cited
by the SIteam, probing
the case, as the second
accused, while Jayendra
Saraswathi is the first
accused. Even as the SC
granted bail to senior pon-
tiff on 10 January, the
junior seer was arrested
the same day.The judge
directed Vijayendra to fur-
nish two sureties each for

THE STATESMAN

A jubilant Vijayendra Saraswathi
on Thursday. — AFP
the value of Rs.50,000.
Also, the junior Acharya
should remain in Chennai
until the completion of the
trial except when he is
required in Kancheepuram
or any other court. The HC
also directed Vijayendra to
file an affidavit before the
Chengalpattu chief judicial
magistrate stating that he
would not tamper with any
of the witnesses or the
materials collected in con-
nection with the case and
surrender his passport.

Meet breaks ice

KANCHEEPURAM, Feb 10
— As if to counter media
reports that their relations
had reached an ali-time low,
Jayendra Saraswathi and
Vijayendra Saraswathi were
seen talking to each other in
the first class judicial
magistrate’s court here. They
were there to receive copies
of the chargesheet. But, as
the copies of the voluminous
chargesheet were not ready
yet, they merely marked
their presence before the |
magistrate. On the sidelines,
the two pontiffs appeared to
break the ice and were seen
whispering to each other
with their heads close.
Earlier as soon as Vijayendra
reached the court, he was
seen bending down to touch
his senior’s feet. But
Sankaracharya stood stiffly,
not making an attempt to
bless his junior. He had to
accept the olive branch in the
form of a lime, that his junior
offered him. — SNS
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“British Hindus reclaim

W symbol of life...’

Ruth Gledhlll in Lo nd on

e

Jan. 19. — Hindus in Britain have started
a campaign to “redeem” the swastika
fyom its Nazi past and reclaim it as the
mbol of life and fortune it once was.
The swastika is a 5,000-year-old symbol
hat has been used for centuries by
Hindus, Buddhists and many others to
denote good luck, but because of the
Nazis it has come to symbolise hate, anti-
Semitism, violence, death and
murder. The  campaign,
announced today, comes after
European Parliament members
called for a Europe-wide ban
on the symbol after Prince
Harry wore a swastika arm-
band to a fancy dress party.
Mr Franco Frattini, the
European Commissioner for Justice,
Freedom and Security, has said he is will-
ing to consider the possibility of a ban.
Hindus use the right-facing version of
the swastika, meaning “sun”, as jewellery
or on doorways and buildings to bring good
fortune. This was the version adopted by
the Nazi Party in 1920 at Salzburg. Many
believe that the wartime propaganda of the
Allies is responsible for the false belief that
at Hitler’s insistence the swastika was later
reversed to the left-facing version, meaning
“death” in Hindu mythology.
Mr Ramesh Kallidai, of the Hindu
Forum, is planning pro-swastika aware-

\’\

ness workshops for every(\:e);QEn of
Britain and a seminar in London. Every
MP will be lobbied by e-mail and an
information booklet distributed to faith
communities. He said: “A symbol we have
used for more than 5,000 years is now or
the verge of being banned because of its
association with the Nazis. Hindus wist
to continue to use it, but risk being
labelled a Nazi or, in case of a ban, risk
breaking the law...”

Hindus display swastikas around thei
homes and business premises
in Britain. Mr Nitin Mehta
founder of Young Indian
Vegetarians, said: “The swasti-
ka was a symbol which identi-
fied Hindus as peace-loving,
cultured, tolerant people. It
would be nice if this is high-
lighted.” Mr Ashok Chud-
asama, of the Blackburn Hindu Centre,
said: “When people in the north (of
England) raised concerns about us using
the swastika, we educated them and they
now know the true meaning.”

Mr Bhupendra Patel, a magistrate,
pointed out that “just as many Christians
wear crosses, many Hindus wear swastikas.
Does this mean they will be ostracised as
Nazis?” A spokesman for the Board of
Deputies of British Jews said: “It should be
remembered that neo-Nazis and racists
when daubing it get it wrong more than
they get it right. It is a sensitive issue and
would require dialogue.” — The Times



,/24 hour police custody for
W junior Sankaracharya

By V. Venkata ubramaman

KANCHEEPURAM, JAN. 18. The
Kancheepuram Judicial Magist-
rate-I, G. Uthamaraj, today or-
dered police custody for Sri
Vijayendra Saraswathi, junior
Kanchi Acharya, for 24 hours.

In his order on a petition filed
by the special investigation
team probing the Sankarara-
man murder case, the Magist-
rate said there was sufficient
ground to order police custody
for the accused. The police were
allowed to interrogate him from
5 p.m. today to 5 p.m. tomor-
TOW.

On a defence plea, Mr. Uth-
amargaj gave oral instructions to
the Chief Investigation Officer
(CI10), S.P. Sakthivelu, that the
accused be allowed to meet his
advocate, Vaidyanathan, be-
tween 2 and 2.30 p.m. tomor-
TOW.

Earlier, in a sworn affidavit,
the CIO said Sri Vijayendra Sa-

raswathi was arrested at 5.30
p.m. on January 10 and was im-
mediately remanded to judicial
custody. He sought a five-day
police custody for the accused
as the investigation team want-
ed to interrogate him about his
involvement in a conspiracy
and disbursement of money to
hirelings. It also wanted to know
certain “facts” from the accused
before filing the charge sheet.

When the Magistrate asked
Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi to re-
spond to the petition, the
Acharya said he was already
summoned and he replied to
the police questions during in-
terrogation. There was not an
iota of truth in the ‘conspiracy’
theory as claimed by the police.
The police implicated him in
this case at the behest of “oth-
ers,” the Acharya said.

The additional public prose-
cutor, S. Thiyagarajan, said the
commission of offence by Sri Vi-
jayendra Saraswathi was estab-

lished only after the recording
of a confessional statement
from another accused, Ravi
Subramaniam, under Section
164 of the Criminal Procedure
Code.

Ravi Subramaniam clearly
said he had conspired with the
accused (Sri Vijayendra Saras-
wathi) and in disbursement of
money through Raghu, another
accused. Ravi Subramaniam al-
so said Sri Vijayendra Saras-
wathi and Raghu wanted him to
keep the matter a secret as they
did in the Radhakrishnan as-
sault case, Mr. Thiyagarajan in-
formed the court.

The accused did not cooper-
ate with the police when he was
summoned to appear before the
investigation team, he said.

‘Bid to stall proceedings’

Appearing for the junior
Acharya, senior advocate D.
Lakshmana Reddiyar ques-
tioned the timing of the police

custody petition. Pointing out
that Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi’s
bail application was coming up
for hearing in a Chengalpattu
court tomorrow, he said the
prosecution’s intention was just
to stall the proceedings.

His client was summoned
and interrogated on December
26 and again on December 28
last. Another summons was
served on January 3 for his ap-
pearance on January 4 and was
subsequently withdrawn. “By
which time they would have
known all facts about this case
since Ravi Subramaniam and
Raghu were taken into custo-
dy”, Mr. Reddiyar said.

The junior Acharya’s name
was not mentioned by the pros-
ecution, which had apprised the
Supreme Court of the Section
164 Cr.PC statement made by

Ravi Subramaniam during the |

hearing of the Sankaracharya,
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi’s bail
plea.
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Religion creates rift in Aceh

Muslims Angry As Christians Seek To Use Relief Effort To Gain Converts

By Chirdeep Bagga
TIMES INSIGHT GROUP

/7
@\ Gv

elief work in the Aceh province
Rof Sumatra is assuming reli-

gious undertones with some aid
groups seeking to exploit the tragedy.
A number of religious groups have
moved in to the region, looking to help
tsunami victims — and convert them
to their faith — which is creating trou-
ble in the area.

The arrival of evangelical Christ-
ian groups with a history of aggres-
sive preaching has led to a confronta-
tion with local Muslim clerics, lead-
ing to a possibility of jeopardising the
provision of aid to the 600,000 local
people made homeless by the disaster.
The death toll in Aceh stands in ex-
cess of 110,000. Aceh has the highest
proportion of Muslims in Indonesia,
and is one of the few Indonesian re-
gions that have instituted Islamic law.

The Washington Post reported
last week that a US missionary
group, WorldHelp, was soliciting ur-
gent donations on the internet help
raise 300 children from Aceh in
Jakarta in Christian schools. “The
Aceh people strongly and even vio-
lently oppose other religions. They
are unreached with the gospel,” the
group said on its website. “If we can
place the Muslim orphans in a
Christian children’s home, their
faith in Christ could become the
foothold to reach the Aceh people.”
This created a major furore in In-
donesia with the country’s influen-
tial Muslim council warning inter-
national aid groups against prose-
lytising and adopting children or-
phaned by the disaster.

Later, WorldHelp abandoned its
operations on learning that the In-
donesian government had banned
non-Muslims from adopting
Acehnese orphans. Many evangeli-
cal Christian groups are of the
view that relief can be packaged

A girl and her mother inside a refugee camp near Banda Aceh

with religion. For instance, the
mission of the Colorado Springs-
based International Bible Society
is to publish and distribute scrip-
ture. So when the tsunami struck,
the group prepared the distribu-
tion of 100,000 texts, including a
book translated into Thai, “When
Your Whole World Changes.”

Even Muslim groups have not been
far behind in combining relief work
with religion. Radical groups have
been handing out Korans and even
veils alongside bags of rice and sugar.

Volunteers from the al-Azhar
Foundation in Jakarta said they
had distributed 1,993 Korans to
refugees from Lokh Nga, one of the
worst hit villages.

Members of a militant Islamic
group known for attacking bars and
nightclubs during Ramadan, the
Muslim holy month, also zeroed
down on Aceh to undertake religious
counseling.

Others like the Church of Scien-

tology are administering their own
techniques of grief counseling to
tsunami victims, which includes
massages. Many survivors of the
disaster have been heavily trauma-
tized by their experience and ac-
cording to experts, are vulnerable to
religious groups.

There has been a reported increase
in religious sentiment. Many
Acehnese liken the tsunami to a pun-
ishment from God for immorality
and lax Islamic practice. Their belief
has been strengthened by the fact
that in many villages only the
mosque was left standing.

A majority of aid groups are, how-
ever, shunning any kind of prose-
lytising and concentrating on purely
welfare and humanitarian activities.

There are also instances like the
Latter-day Saints Church collaborat-
ing with Islamic Relief Services to
pack 70 tonnes of food, soap, body
bags and other supplies to be sent
to Indonesia.
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éacred and tempM

When the government takes over temples

-o¥” it undermines Indian secularism

AMIL NADU Chief Minister J.

Jayalalithaa is silent on The Sun-
day Express report that her government
has plans to take over the Kanchi mutt.
The Maharashtra government, barely
weeks after coming back to power, has
busied itself in its old idea of bringing
the cash-rich Sai Baba shrine under its
control. If things work according to
_plan, its ministry of law and judiciary
will soon get to decide matters relating
to the appointment of shrine officials
and how temple funds are to be distrib-
uted. This is, therefore, as good a mo-
ment as any to revisit the perennially
controversial issue of temple takeovers
by Central and state governments.

No matter héw secularism is de-
fined in the Indian context — whether
in terms of the strict separation of
church and state or in terms of equal
respect being accorded to all religions
— itclearly disallows state involvement
in the administration of temples. If we
go by the first principle, administering
‘to the religious affairs of the people is
not the business of the state given the
clear separation between the sacred
and the temporal. If we go by the sec-
‘ond principle, why should Hindu tem-
plesalone be marked for such interfer-
erjce from the government of the day?
We may, in principle, accept this even
while we make the distinction between
the secular functions involved in the

INDIAN EXPRTSS

ob ©

runn\im religious institutions — as,
for instance, the management of the
enormous funds from the public that
come their way — and their religious
functions. Several court rulings have, in
fact, recognised this separation and ar-
gued that the state is well within its
rights to regulate the functioning of
temples. We would, however, argue
that this line of separation is far too
nebulous to stand scrutiny, that taking
over the administration of a religious
institution amounts to deciding eact
and every aspect of its functioning, it
both letter and spirit.

Ttis certainly true that many of these
institutions, despite the enormous in
vestment of public faith and resource:
in them, have failed to conduct them:
selves in a transparent, accountable anc
corruption-free manner. But state in
terference should not and cannot be the
answer. Institutions like temples anc
mutts are located strictly in the spher
of civil society. Ultimately, it is the com
munities that support these institution
which have both the right and the duty t
manage them in a manner that con
forms to the general principles and val
ues that govern religion and society. 1
things reach a point of breakdown, the
courts ean always step in. As for the
state, the message is clear: if the secula.
principle has to prevail, it must scrupu
lously keep out of the sacred space.
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ioas “manipulated”’,

Video,clippings

i Kancheepuram: Describing the video
¢ clippings of his custodial interrogation
Kanchi
i Sankaracharya Jayendra Saraswathi
: on Thursday questioned the genuine-
i ness of the recording “leaked” to some
satellite television channels.

In a letter submitted on behalf of the
i seer to the special police team which is
{ probing the cases against the seer; Kanchi
; mutt advocate A Shanmugam said, “The
clipping were manipulated as if my client
made some admissions, thereby causing
damage to his reputation and wounding
the feelings of his devotees. The video
recordings are manipulated and my
client denies the same.”

In the clippings, screened by the
channels, Jayendra Saraswathi was
heard complaining that the junior
Sankaracharya Vijayendra Saraswathi
was only concerned that he or his broth-
er should not be arrested in the
Sankararaman murder case and he had
no regard for his guru (himself).

i Theseer was also heard saying in the
i excerpts that he had not asked that the
i temple official Sankararaman be beat-
i en or stabbed and had also expressed
anguish over the letters written by
Sankararaman.

i Meanwhile, the Sankara mutt on
i Thursday constituted a legal team to
! take steps to free its bank accounts
: frozen by the Tamil Nadu police.

Ea L,

Shanmugam told reporters here that
the team would decide about the course
of action to get the frozen accounts
freed, besides taking legal steps on the
“leak” of video clippings of the senior
pontiff’s custodial interrogation to
some TV channels.

The police orally informed him about
the freezing of 183 bank accounts of the
mutt and its several trusts, Shanmugam
said. The daily activities of the mutt
had come to a standstill and its social
welfare activities had been paralysed,

doctored: Seer

NHRC notice to TN govt

New Delhi: The NHRC on Thursday issued a notice
to the Tamil Nadu government on the circumstances
of the arrest of junior Sankaracharya Vijayendra
% Saraswathi and the reported “selective leakage” of
- video clippings of the police interrogation of
Sankaracharya Jayendra Saraswathi to TV channels.

The commission asked the state chief secretary and
director general of police to furnish a “factual report”
within two weeks. The NHRC noted that various reports
had appeared in the media pointing out that the junior
seer was arrested within hours of the Supreme Court di-
recting the release on bail of the senior Sankaracharya.

The media reports stated that the junior
Sankaracharya was arrested while he was offering
puja and the police had entered the mutt, “a place of
worship, without any permission”, the commission
said in a statement. e

he claimed, adding the mutt had not re-
ceived any written communication on
the freezing of the bank accounts.

The Kancheepuram police have
“orally” withdrawn the summons is-
sued on the seer to appear before them
by 10.30 am on Thursday, Shanmugam
said. He said he had pointed out that
Kalavai, where the seer is presently
staying, was outside the jurisdiction of
the Kancheepuram police and the sum-
mons issued by the special investiga-
tion team was not enforceable. pr

P
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Vldeo captures Acharya
«broadmde on junior

Statesman News Service

CHENNAI Jan. 12. — A
private TV channel today
showed video clips of
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi’s alleged con-
fession during police inter-
rogation in which he is
seen accusing his junior
Vijayendra Saraswathi of
trying to save his skin.

“When 1 was arrested,
instead of being worried
about the health and safe-
ty of his guru, he asked you
(the police) if he or his
brother too would be arre-
sted. Is this how I am rep-
aid for taking good care of
him all these days?” the
Acharya is seen asking his
interrogators. He is heard
asking this at least thrice.

The Acharya is seen lying
all the time on a mattress
covered with a yellow-
checked blanket

The video clip, appar-

adu plea

,_,CHENNAI
Jan. 1%
The Tamul
Nadu

Tnml

a Sessions
court that it
would not arrest the
Sankaracharya in connection
with a third case relating to
the assault of a priest. And in
an appeal to the Supreme’
Court, the state government
has sought a direction to
restrain the Acharya from
staying in South India —
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kera-
la or Andhra Pradesh — and
asked that strictures against it
be dropped. — SNS/PTI

ently leaked by the police
to Sun TV and the private
television channel Hea-
dlines ‘Today, is being
repeatedly shown and is

THE STATESMAN

quite damning as far as
relations between the two
swamijis are concerned.

The video clip shews the
Acharya answering queries
and is heard accusing the
junior Acharya and his
brother of messing up the
Mutt affairs.

The Acharya is heard
saying that Shankararaman
was prepared to end the
offensive against him if he
sent .Vijayendra Saras-
wathi’s brother Raghu out
of the Mutt.

The Acharya never [
directly admitted to being
involved in Shankarara-
man’s killing. “I never said
he (Shankararaman) sho-
uld be beaten up or killed.
I only expressed my angu-
ish about the letters he
was writing. But it brought
such an extreme reaction,”

he is heard saying. r
Another report.dn
age 4

13 JAN 2008



syg)\
waifela, > st v ¢ o

FITONF A& TOCS AHe
GYFRTS! AT | NFSAT TN
THE (A9 7 TS Y FIEWD
7AW A AN SIS AGERR
oz wifsm celtares om ) 5%
SV PR, 9 FEN 77,
BIGRG (o 7 mew “1Ew oA
qTS % TEATSA (FlRle @S
T AlCEN (1 e For o
AR WS | va wFifa 9%
WEMETR il 23 S s,
TS OIF (T (GF FAE
A SRR SRR |
SifEay W qed)
TTAGCS STy, TH0F, (e

qA THATE (A A

TEfs orem Bfhw wwr wRe
FRIT e fzrice ol @3
qWEE AR el sare
2| | WS Sldre AR "
AWER SFEo4d 2 @ TS
Afemt | SR oA s
I AR SHIFICCHE FRA IF
L (FEA FACRI
SifiEarg @R Sl oo
W T (T @FEE TS
itd b FE GTEIW W

%t‘a?v 46 wvisce wems
wIfimE wiravd S S |
S[E A B T WHT 4T
srzifee 5 Mawa Toig g
A oo oits (@ATs@ Fare
2ITA ACE WNE TCHEA | (G
T RIS & G
a9 prawm fefers 9%
AR Gl 20 T sibe
Fiore rdres Foimw) gfaw
@FIH T TR S
FTETAD FAT @AW FLACR
SifsEmIe @4 20 Sifae #1f%
iy sifer SIS (awela
FAR A ACE GRS
oresl feraren omiiEEE
(STER (e (U Y& (7107 WS

(A PR S Fawie ojer

A TAW | FRNIE 200
Teraa Gfeg (BTe 93 29w TR
qET A e

eMAC  qwawet: oifielg
FIFITR FAGABT € s{foria
Tefaferas v a9 zaee) <3
quaveE APl Foa i
FECEE (D2 A3 AT L
a0 ffer ot esne wifde
FAT GwEm TR o o
FEma Al wEEiel wima
=1 furerer ace izl | - 91 16 =g

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

13 Jin

L

2005



" Kanchi Acharya out on bail,
e . to stay in Kalavai

@
By P.V.V. Murthi  \

VELLORE, JAN. 11. A full two
months after his arrest and a
day after the Supreme Court
granted him bail in the Sankar-
araman murder case, the Kan-
chi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra
Saraswathi, walked out of the
Vellore Central Prison at 4.30
p-m. today. He was arrested at
Mahbubnagar in Andhra Pra-
desh on November 11 last and
remanded to custody the next
day.

Intense activity

There was intense activity
here from the morning as the
Acharya’s devotees and follow-
ers of the Sankara Mutt started
assembling near the central
prison, expecting his release. As
the Acharya’s lawyers had to
complete the legal processes
and secure the release order
from the Chief Judicial Magist-
rate in Chengalpattu after pro-
ducing the sureties and
surrendering his passport, it
was 2.50 p.m. when they arrived
here.

BJP, VHP leaders
welcome Acharya

The Acharya emerged from
the prison to chants of “Hara
Hara Sankara, Jaya Jaya Sanka-
ra” and cheers from his devo-
tees and well-wishers. A

- Bharatiya Janata Party delega-
tion, led by the former Union
Ministers, Sushma Swaraj and
S. Thirunavukkarsar, the inter-
national president of the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad, Ashok
Singhal, its vice-president, S.
Vedantham, and the State pres-
ident of the Janata Party, Chan-
dralekha, were among those
who received Sri Jayendra Sa-
raswathi and sought his
blessings.

After spending a few minutes
with them and acknowledging
the greetings of devotees, the
Acharya boarded the yellow van
of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
‘and left for Kalavai, about 50
km from Vellore.

At Kalavai, he was given a
warm and reverential reception
as he entered the ‘Brindava-
nam’ of the 66th and 67th Ach-
aryas. Many women devotees
performed ‘aarti.’

Performs puja

Later, Sri Jayendra Saras-
wathi performed the Chandra-
mouleeswara puja; the deity
was brought to Kalavai earlier in
the day from Kancheepuram.
The junior Acharya, Sri Vijayen-

The Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra Saraswathi, arrives at Kalavai village on Tuesday, after hié release

from the Vellore Central Prison. — Photo: A. Muralitharan

dra Saraswathi, had performed
the puja till his arrest on Mon-
day evening.

There was some tension in
the afternoon after rumours of a
possible third case being
slapped on the senior Acharya
and his imminent re-arrest. But
his advocates informed the
Mutt functionaries that an an-
ticipatory bail petition had been
moved and would be taken up
for hearing on Wednesday.

Sushma’s charge

Ms. Swaraj said the arrest of
Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi was
the “height of persecution.”

Talking to newspersons in
the foreground of the Central
Prison where she had come to
receive the blessings of the Kan-

chi Sankaracharya, she said that
only six days ago the Tamil Na-
du police had said that there
was no need to summon the ju-

nior Acharya for investigation. !

“What has changed since the .,”
she asked.

She said the only change was

Incorrect to link arrests
and puja: Jayalalithaa

f By Our Special Correspondent

that the highest court of the | CHENNAI, JAN. 11. The Tamil Na-
land had granted bail to the el- | du Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa,

der swamiji and this hurt the
prestige of the Tamil Nadu
police.

Ms. Swaraj said she would
like to tell those who said that
the law would take its course, to
witness for themselves how
“the law does not take its own
course but take Jayalalithaa's
course.”

Editorial on Page 12
More reports on Page 14

today informed the Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, that it
was “part of the process of law”
that the junior Sankaracharya of
the Kanchi Mutt, Sri Vijayendra
Saraswathi, was arrested in the
Sankararaman murder case on
Monday. She said it was “incor-
rect and unfounded” to connect
the arrests of the two Sankara-
charyas with the tradition of
daily puja at the Mutt.

Court to hear Acharya’s
anticipatory bail plea today

By Our Staff Reporter

CHENNAI, JAN. 11. A sessions court
here today asked the police in-
vestigating the ‘Thirukottiyur
Madhavan assault case to “obey
strictly” the Madras High Court
orders against arresting the ac-
cused during pendency of their
anticipatory bail applications
and posted the Kanchi Acharya,
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi’s antici-
patory plea for tomorrow.

The Acharya’s bail plea came
up for hearing this afternoon
before the Principal Sessions
Judge, P. Murugesan.

In his petition, the Acharya

said that he had been falsely im-
plicated in the case and the po-
lice had been “assassinating his
character in a routine manner
and carried out a mudslinging
operation with an ulterior mo-
tive.” He further apprehended
that he “would be maliciously
arrested in the case, and falsely
involved with an ulterior mo-
tive, especially after he had ob-
tained bail” in an assault case
and a murder case.

During arguments, M. Sath-
yanarayanan submitted that the
Acharya would not flee justice
as he had given an undertaking
before the Supreme Court to

cooperate with the investiga-
tion. When the City Public Pros-
ecutor, T.V. Ganesh, insisted on
an adjournment on the ground
that no prior intimation was giv-
en to him and that he required
time to get instruction from the
investigating officer, Mr. Sath-
yanarayanan said adjournment
was acceptable only if the pros-
ecutor gave an undertaking that
the Acharya would not be ar-
rested in the meantime.

He then furnished a copy of a
circular issued by the Director-
General of Police directing all
Superintendents of Police and
Commissioners of Police not to

arrest any accused when their
anticipatory bail petition was
pending in the High Court. Mr.
Sathyanarayanan said the circu-

lar was issued pursuant to a spe- |

cific direction of the High Court
in that regard. Mr. Ganesh ar-
gued that the July 1997 circular
was applicable only in cases
pending before the High Court
and that he needed time to ver-
ify whether it was amended or
not during these seven years.
In his order, the judge said,
“the High Court order must be
obeyed strictly,” and directed
the matter to be posted as the
first item tomorrow.

An official release said that.
Ms. Jayalalithaa had replied to
Dr. Singh’s letter dated January
6 “drawing attention to the ap-
prehension” that if the junior
Acharya was also taken into
custody, it might lead to disrup-
tion of the daily puja.

The Prime Minister’s Office
had also indicated that Dr.
Singh brought up the’ issue
when he met Ms. Jayalalithaa
here on January 7.

The Chief Minister said today
that there had been innumer-
able occasions when both the
Sankaracharyas were away from
the Mutt. On such occasions,
arrangements were made for
the conduct of the daily puja.

Referring to the apprehen-
sions that Sri Jayendra Saraswa-
ti's arrest would hurt the
people’s sentiments, she said
the public appreciated the Gov-
ernment’s principled stand that
all were equal before law.

Text of letter: Pageya
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wrong: junior Acharya

By V. Venkatasubramanian

KANCHEEPURAM, JAN. 10. Just
hours after the Supreme Court
granted bail to the Kanchi San-
karacharya, Sti Jayendra Saras-
wathi, in the Sankararaman
murder case today, the Tamil
Nadu police took into custody
the junior Acharya, Sti Vijayen-
dra Saraswathi, in connection
with the same case.

Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi,
charged with criminal conspir-
acy and murder, was remanded
to 15 days’ judicial custody by

led by the Superintendent of
Police, K. Premkumar, entered
the Mutt at 5 p.m. and informed
the junior Acharya that he was
being arrested.

Sri  Vijayendra Saraswathi
came out of the Mutt around
5.50 p.m. and boarded the Kan-
chi Mutt van to proceed to the
investigation bungalow as hun-
dreds of Sankara Mutt followers
crowded around him. He was
taken to the bungalow of the
Special Investigation Team for
questioning prior to being pro-
duced before the Magistrate.

The Junior Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Vijayendra Saraswathi,
. coming out of the Kanchi Mutt after his arrest on Monday.
— Photo: A. Muralitharan

the Judicial Magistrate, Kan-
cheepuram, G. Uthamaraj, and
lodged in the Chennai Central
Prison late in the evening.

“All charges framed against
me are false. I have not done
anything wrong,” the junior
Acharya told the Magistrate.
The Acharya wanted to be al-
lowed to complete the ‘dhanur
masya puja’, but the request
was turned down. He is charged
under Section 120 (b) (criminal
conspiracy) read with Section
302 (murder), and Section
201 (suppression of evidence)
read with Section 34 (commis-
sion of acts done by several per-
sons in furtherance of common
intention) of the Indian Penal
Code.

As the advocates of the Mutt
were busy preparing for the re-
lease of Sri Jayendra Saraswathi,
a team of about 70 policemen,

The junior Acharya has been
booked under the same sec-
tions under which the police
had arrested Sri Jayendra Saras-
wathi, on the night of Novem-
ber 11 at Mahbubnagar, near
Hyderabad. The prosecution
had mentioned the junior Ach-

a’s name in its counter-affi-
davit filed before the Supreme
Court in connection with the Sri
Jayendra Saraswathi’s bail plea.

So far, 24 persons, including
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi and two
others — Sundaresa Iyer, Mutt
manager, and Raghu, a Mutt as-
sociate and brother of the junior
Acharya — from the Mutt have
been arrested in the murder
case. Now with the arrest of the
junior Acharya, four persons
from the Mutt have been
arrested.

The police team questioned
the junior Acharya in connec-

— _

tion with Sankararaman murder
case on December 26 and again
on December 28. Fresh sum-
mons were served on him on
the evening of January 3 asking

him to appear before the Spe-

cial Investigation Team on the
morning of January 4. But the
police withdrew the summons
the same night.

Strong case made
out for bail:
Supreme Court

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. The Supreme
Court today granted bail to the
Kanchi Sankaracharya, Srti
Jayendra Saraswathi, 60 days af-
ter the Tamil Nadu police ar-
rested him in the Sankararaman
murder case on November 11,
2004.

A three-Judge Bench, com-
prising the Chief Justice R.C. La-
hoti, Justice G.P. Mathur and
Justice P.P. Naolekar, said: “We
are of the opinion that prima fa-
cie a strong case has been made
out for grant of bail to the pet-
itioner. The appeal [by the San-
karacharya] is allowed and the
impugned order of the High
Court is set aside.”

Concurring with “a very fair
statement” by F.S. Nariman, se-
nior counsel for the petitioner,
the Bench imposed the condi-
tion that the Acharya should not
visit the Kanchi Mutt till the in-
vestigation was completed and
the chargesheet was filed in the
case.

It ordered that “the petitioner
shall be released on bail on his
furnishing a personal bond and
two sureties to the satisfaction
of the Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Chengalput, and that he should
surrender his passport before
the CJM.”

Writing the judgment for the
Bench, Mr. Justice Mathur did
not accept the prosecution
claim that the 39 letters said to
have been written by the de-
ceased Sankararaman formed
the motive for the Sankara-
charya to kill him. “There is ab-
solutely no evidence or material
collected so far in the investiga-
tion which may indicate that
the petitioner had ever shown
any resentment against the de-
ceased for having made allega-
tions against either his personal
character or the discharge of his
duties as Sankaracharya of the
Mutt. The petitioner having
kept absolutely quiet for over
three years, it does not appeal to
reason that he suddenly decid-
ed to have Sankararaman mur-
dered and entered into a

conspiracy for the said pur-
pose.”

On the aspect of the Sanka-
racharya’s participation in the
conspiracy, the Bench said: “No
worthwhile prima facie evi-
dence apart from the alleged
confessions have been brought
to our notice to show that the
petitioner along with other ac-
cused was party to a
conspiracy.”

Not Mutt employees

On the statements of inde-
pendent witnesses about the
Sankaracharya’s alleged partici-
pation in the conspiracy, the
Bench said “these persons are
not employees of the Mutt and
are strangers. It looks highly im-
probable that the petitioner
would talk about the commis-
sion of murder at such a time
and place where his talks could
be heard by total strangers.”

Referring to the alleged dying
declaration of Sankararaman,
the Bench said the witness in
his 164 Cr.P.C. statement before
a Magistrate had merely stated
that Sankararaman spoke o
him on September 3, 2004.
“Since the telephonic conversa-
tion which Sankararaman had
with this witness did not relate

to the cause of his.deathorasto ..

any of the circumstances of the
transaction which resulted in
his death, the same does not
come within the purview of Sec-
tion 32 (1) of the Evidence Act
and is not admissible in evi-
dence,” the Bench held.

On the judgment of the apex
court in the Pappu Yadav case
relied on by the Madras High
Court to reject bail to the pet-
itioner, the Bench said “the ob-
servations made therein cannot -
have general application so as
to apply in every case including
the present one wherein the
court is hearing the matter for
the first time.”

On the allegation that the
Sankaracharya had kept Rs. 50
lakhs, received from the sale of
Jan Kalyan property, in his
room from April 30, 2004 and
that this amount was utilised to
pay the assailants, the Bench
noted that the statement of ac-
counts from the bank clearly
ghowed the amount was depos-
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( M Recovery of Sankararaman
to his notice.

petitioner to pay hirelings.
There should first be prima

bail to petitioner.

purpose of disposing of the
“ade by the petitioner” and
contained in this order shall

as expression of a final opinion on any of
the issues of fact or law arising for
decision in the case which shall naturally

have to be done by the trial
of the trial”

L

HIGHLIGHTS

No evidence collected in investigation that Acharya protested or acted against Sankararaman.
No documents of account in ICICI bank produced.

Statement of account in Indian Bank shows Rs. 50 lakh received in cash on 30.04.2004 was
deposited in Bank on 7.5.2004. This belies prosecution case that cash was retained by

acts or statements can be used against his conspirators.
m “No worthwhile prima facie evidence apart from the alleged confessions have been brought to
our notice to show that the petitioner {Kanchi Acharya] along with
A-2 [Ravi Subramaniam] and A-4 [Kathiravan] was party fo a '
conspiracy. The involvement of the petitioner and A-2 and
A-4 in the alleged conspiracy is sought to be established
by the confessions themselves.”
Supreme Gourt recently decided the case of Kalyan
Chandra Sarkar vs. Pappu Yadav “on its own
peculiar facts” and Court's observations in that
case “cannot have general application so as 10
apply in every case including the present one.”
m Strong case made out prima facie for grant of

m Kanchi Acharya shall be released on bail on
-+ furnishing personal bond and two sureties; shall not
visit Mutt premises until submission of chargesheet
in court; and shall surrender passport.

Whatever is said in this judgment is “only for the

anchi Acharya, Sri Vijayendra arrested
e

OF SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT

letters not proof they were received by Kanchi Acharya or brought

facie evidence that a person was party to a conspiracy before his

prayer for bail
“nothing
be construed

court seized

ited in the bank on May 7, 2004.
The court allowed the Sanka-
racharya’s appeal against the
High Court judgment dated De-
cember 8, 2004. ~

Our Vellore Staff Reporter
writes:

A large number of devotees
and mediapersons converged in
front of the Central Prison here
on hearing the news that Sri
Jayendra Saraswathi had been
granted bail.

But the Chief Judicial Magist-
rate’s Court in Chengalpattu
was vet to act on the judgment
and forward the release order to
the Vellore jail.

BJP's reaction: Page 13
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The Hindu Group of Publications invites its readers to join
hands in the humanitarian task of raising funds in aid of the
tsunami victims.

A relief fund has specially been set up to receive contribu-
tions, which are fully deductible under the Income Tax Act, and
will be made over to the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund/
Chief Ministers’ Relief Fund.

Readers may send their -cheques or drafts payable to
"The Hindu Relief Fund" Kasturi Buildings, 859, Anna Salai,
Chennai 600002.

Contributions will also be accepted at all our branch offices.
To make the payments online, readers may ijog on to
www.thehindu.com

All contributions above Rs. 2,500 will be acknowledged in the
newspaper. The list of contributors appears on Page 12.




SECULAR PRINCIPLES-II
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n Germany the state collects
Itaxes for two Christian

groups, while other religious
or atheist groups have to collect
their membership fees without
the help of the state. Further-
more, there are religious lessons
at school given by the state, but
only for those two Christian
groups. Communists are not
allowed to teach in school or a
university. A large number of
teachers and professors of the
former East Germany were fired
after the unification of Germany
in.1989. Thus, there is neither
secularism, nor non-discrimi-
nation.

Since the sixth century until
1934, Buddhism was the state
religion of Japan. In 1934, after a
military coup in which the
elected Prime Minister of Japan
was killed, Buddhism was
banned and Shinto, the original
Japanese religion, became the
state religion. After 1945, in the
new constitution of Japan,
religion and the affairs of the
state were separated.

Anti-Hindu discrimination

However, Shinto priests still
preside over all inaugurations of
public ceremonies, even the ina-
ugurations of an industrial plan-
ts or a new machine. Buddhists
have their own political party,
New Komentai, which collabora-
tes with the ruling Jiminto party.
Thus the Japanese state system
is not secular or religion neutral.

Turkey is supposed to be the
only secular Muslim country, but
it is a specific kind of secularism,
which excludes all non-Muslims.
During 1915 to 1925, the Otto-
man Empire and particularly
Kamal Ataturk have committed
genocide against the non-Mus-
lim Armenians and Greeks, in
which about 2.5 million Armeni-
ans were killed and the rest es-
caped to the Soviet Union. As a
result, there are hardly any non-
Muslims today in Turkey. After
getting rid of non-Muslims, Tur-
key has started persecutions of
the ethnic minority Kurdish peo-
ple, although they are Muslims.

In so-called secular Turkey, all
religious affairs are carried out
by a central government organi-
sation called the Department of
Religious Affairs established in
1924. The function of this orga-
nisation is to carry out tasks
related to the beliefs, divine ser-
vices and moral principles of Is-
lam, and to enlighten citizens on
religious matters. This is hardly a
great example of secularism.

Muslims in India are the most
vocal supporters of secularism.
Even members: of religious
groups like the Babari Masjid

By DIPAK BASU

Action Committee, Syed Saha-
buddin, and Prof Irfan Habib,
claim to be secular and Marxist.
The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) even justifies the
existence of Sharia laws in India
as the basic ingredient of secula-
rism. However, secularism has
no support in Islam.

India is not secular if we ac-

of the country, particularly in
Bihar and in the north-eastern
states. Along with the economic
reforms of the Narasimha Rao-
Manmohan Singh regime, the
doors of India are now open to
all kinds of provocative material
encouraged by relaxed censor-
ship. Sexual attacks on women
and children are very frequent.

cept the true meaning of the
term. The existence of different
legal systems for different com-
munities and reservation systems
based on caste make India non-
neutral towards religions. India
also discriminates against the
Hindu religion and Hindu ideals.

What should be done to re-
move these gross distortions and
contradictions is the fundamen-
tal question. The basic motive of
the founding fathers of the
Indian Constitution was to crea-
te a liberal nation tolerant to-
wards all regions and all ideas.
They wanted to remove all dis-
criminations based on religions,
castes, tribes, colour, or racial
origins. However. the effects of
the so-called secularism on Indi-
an society are quite different.

Highly immoral society

Absence of religious learning
in the schools in India in the
name of secularism has the eff-
ect of creating a new generation
who are without any moral valu-
es, as they see the politicians and
the business community are
prospering because they have no
moral values at all. The judicial
system in India has ceased to
function in any practical sense.
Even the govermment officers
and politicians ignore the direc-
tive of the court and the court is
powerless. The lav of the jungle
1s already prevailiig in vast area

TVEE STATESMAN

This is the result of lack of any
moral and religious teaching in
schools and lack of proper
censorship of the popular media,
films and television.

Moral education was an essen-
tial part in the USSR through a
number of organisations like
Young Pioneers, Youth
Komsomol, and Youth Com-
munist League. In Japan, in both
in its school system and in
industrial management moral
education is maintained through
the learning of Bushido, the
code of conduct of the Samurai
warriors and the “Japanese
culture of the rice fields”, which
puts emphasis on social inter-
ests. In India, after Indepen-
dence there was an opportunity
to maintain the idealism of the
freedom movement. However,
that opportunity was wasted. As
a result. we now have a highly
immoral society in India.

India should, like the UK or
Russia, accept religions origi-
nating in India as state religions.
The state should promote and
look after these religions and
promote religious and moral
education. As religious toler-
ance is the part of the Indian
tradition or Sanatan Dharma,
people following other religions
will not be discriminated, if India
is going to have official religions.

In Bhagwat Gita, Sri Krishna
said very clearly, “Even those
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Need To Remove Distortions And Contradictions

who in faith worship other gods,
because of their love they wor-.
ship me, although not in the
right way”. That is the reason
Swami Vivekananda has decla-
red that Hinduism is the only
religion that respects other reli-
gions. To ensure that there
would not be any religious perse-
cutions or differentiations, just
like in Britain, there should be
very strict laws against discrimi-
nation. That would automati-
cally demand a number of
significant changes in the legal
and political system.

Just like in UK, USA, Ger-
many, and France and indeed in
other developed countries, the
legal system in India should have
uniform criminal and civil laws
for all religions, tribes, castes,
and races. When millions of
Muslims in the USA, UK, Fran-
ce and Germany can live under
unified legal systems, Muslims in
India cannot raise any objection.

No more special status

All system of positive discrimi-
nations or reservations based on
caste, languages, tribes, must be
removed. Positive discrimination
for the disadvantageous groups
should be based on poverty and
physical disability only, irrespec-
tive of religion, caste, tribe, or
language. This would benefits
both Christians and Muslims, as
they can, if poor or disabled,
take advantage of these positive
discriminations as well. Simi-
larly, all citizens must be allowed
to take up employment or to live
anywhere in India. Special status
of Jammu and Kashmir, Naga-
land, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and
Arunachal Pradesh must be
removed as well so that every
citizen can move freely within
the domain of India.

Communal political parties
with past crimes against hu-
manity and parties with direct
links with the anti-Indian terro-
rists, violent tribal organisations
in Tripura, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Assam, and violent Hindu orga-
nisations must all be banned, no
matter what the reaction.

Secularism itself is not supe-
rior to any alternative system
that exist in various countries of
the world. There is hardly any
country which is really secular. It
would be absurd for India to
claim to be morally superior just
because it is supposedly secular,
when all kinds of discrimination
and social evils exist in India at
the same time. The time has ar-
rived to get rid of false secula-
rism, and make Indian society
and the political system free of
any discrimination.

(Concluded)
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HE Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Tamil
Nadu police to “pinpoint”
evidence linking the Kanchiseerto
the murder of Sankararaman. The
direction from the apex court
came when the counsel for Kanchi
Shankaracharya sought to point
out contradictions in the evidence
cited against the seer by the police.

A Bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice R.C. Lahoti, Justice G.P.
Mathur and PP. Naolekar, after
hearing Shankaracharya’s coun-
sel Fali S. Nariman, asked the
prosecution counsel K.T.S. Tulsi
to “pinpoint” the evidence
against the accused “without
dwelling too much into the mo-
tive behind the crime”.

This observation came after
Mr Nariman punched holes into
the prosecution theory by saying
the much-touted evidence about

L
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a gg\ amount of money being
withdrawn from the ICICI Bank
at Kancheepuram by the Mutt at
the behest of the seer for pay-
ment to the assailants was noth-
ing but a figment of imagination
of the police.

Mr Nariman said no money
was ever withdrawn from the
bank and, realising this, the pros-
ecution was now saying the
money amounting to Rs 50 lakh
was obtained from the sale of a
land. He added this money could
not have been paid to assailants
in September as a Mutt manager
has stated before a court that the
money received from the sale of
the land was deposited in a bank
in May last year, much before the
murder of Sankararaman.

Tamil Nadu police’s counsel
cited 39 letters written by
Sankararaman “exposing the
maladministration at the Mutt
and the illegal activity of
Shankaracharya.

The

FEconomic Time.
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atever ong may say about
the legitimacy of Ameri-
ca’s war in the Gulf, the
American government, media
and the courts of law have
displayed wisdom in tackling the
irrational acts of hate crimes.
With America being the melting
pot of races, religions and cul-
tures, awareness campaigns
launched by ethnic minorities in
their own interest would have
undoubtedly played a role in
reducing such crimes. At the
same time, the American gov-
ernment’s gestures in the form
of words of comfort and assu-
rance of safety for the affected
communities and the death
sentence for the killer of a Sikh
in Arizona are steps which are
worthy of emulation.

It is strange that a nation,
otherwise known to be progre-
ssive, overreacts to the presence
of some fanatics among the
members of a community and
starts feeling insecure on ac-
count of the presence of these
people who merely wear exter-
nal symbols of their faith.

Network of terror

Another nation, rocked by the
fury of the global network of
terror, takes everything in its
stride, rebuilds its shattered sym-
bols of prosperity with pride and
nips .any effort at ethnic clean-
sing, even if few and far betw-
een, in the bud. A comparison
leads to a couple of conclusions:
first, that there is something
called the American spirit and
second, that the French have
failed to differentiate between
fanaticism, which breeds terror,
and harmless observance of the
rules of one’s religion.

The French government’s le-
gislation bans Muslims from
wearing head scarves, Jews from
wearing their religious caps,
Sikhs from wearing turbans and
of course Christians from wea-
ring big crosses in public schools
and places of work.

Firstly, there is no difference
whatsoever between law abiding
and peace loving followers of
different religions whether the
symbols they wear are externally
visible or not or even if they
choose to wear no symbols at all.
It is just a matter of chance that
a Christian generally wears no
symbols at all or just has a small
cross dangling by his neck,
hidden beneath the shirt, whe-

The author is a freelance writer
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( France's Short-Slghted Policy Of Secular Fanaticism

By HARPREET SINGH

reas a Sikh male is bound by his
faith to become conspicuous by
sporting long hair and a turban.
By being free of any distinct
identity, the former does not
become any more of an asset to
society just as the latter, by
foliowing the rules laid down by

his tenth master, does not
become a threat to a nation or its
inhabitants. There is, for instan-
ce, no dearth of Sikhs in Canada,
the USA and the UK who
continue to proudly maintain
their external identity. Can the
French champions of secularism
cite any instance of these
individuals becoming a threat to
the lives of the other citizens of
their adopted lands or of their
launching any movements to call
for the formation of a separate
homeland in those countries?

Fanatics

Secondly, when separatists
and fanatics go about imple-
menting their plan of action,
their choice of the key persons
would be, especially after 11
September, those who do not
sport any external symbols and
thus do not stand out in a crowd.
Their army of followers who
carry out routine operational
tasks as well as those who strike

on “D-day” would comprise,

clean-shaven individuals bereft
of anything which can make
them draw attention to them-
selves. A head scarf, religious
cap or a turban, which would
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reveal their ethnic identity and
help witnesses add to the clues
would be a big liability, which
they would gladly do without.
Thirdly, France has been free
of separatist struggles which
have plagued India and has,
unlike India, Israel and the USA

not been at the receiving end of
terrorist violence. Islamic funda-
mentalists who spew venom
against these nations have not
had France on their hit list
either. Further, by opposing the
war on Iragq, it has steered clear
of a decision that could irk any
section of the Islamic world. The
only French concern is regarding
the growing fundamentalism
among its Muslim population,
which even led to some incidents
of rioting in the recent past.
Considering the destruction
faced by countries which allowed
fundamentalists of any religion
to thrive on their soil, its appre-
hensions are justitied. Not only
should France stamp out any
activity or propaganda, which
gives vent to communal feelings
and encourages violence. It
should also ensure that not an
inch of its land is used for
carrying out activities which pro-
vide any support or aid to sepa-
ratism in any other country. Ca-
nada and the USA permitted
Khalistani and Kashmiri separa-
tists to use their territory for
propaganda and funding of their
ilegitimate wars in the name of
religion in the last two decades
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of the last millennium. Now that
the Americans have tasted the
product of Osama Inc, one
hopes they can empathise with
India, which has been fighting its
war against terrorism for two
decades. So if France acts in any
way to weed out fundamenta-
lism, it would win plenty of inter-
national support without asking
for it. Instead of taking such
rational steps, it has decided to
set the whole body afire to
destroy a few cancerous cells.

Chirac’s short-sighted govern-
ment is practising what can aptly
be described as secular fanati-
cism. Secularism is defined as
the belief that religion should
have no place in civil affairs.
This simply means that the state
shall not adhere to any religion.
That the policies, rules and me-
thods of the state shall not be
influenced by the beliefs of any
religion.

Antidote

It certainly does not mean
that individuals sporting reli-
gious symbols should be
hounded out of state-owned ins-
titutions. Just as religious fana-
ticism abuses religion to divide
mankind, secular fundameznta-
lism abuses secularism and
would lead to similar consequen-
ces. Though the followers of the
latter consider their concept to
be an antidote to the venom of
religious fundamentalism, their
path ironically leads to the same
destination: the division of
mankind.

Unnecessary mess can be
avoided if the French give up
their ego, take a leaf from
America’s book and learn to co-
exist. It is their government’s
responsibility to spread awar-
eness about the history, culture
and significance of the identity
of those who maintain a distinct
external form. They need to
learn that the symbol sported by
an individual of another religion,
even if it be a large one, is a
symbol of his or her reverence
for the prophets of his religion
just as a small cross, hidden from
the view, which a Christian may
be wearing, signifies his or her
reverence for Jesus. Lastly, they
need to learn, that they are also
living in times which are kind to
those who believe in mutual
respect and tolerance and not to -
followers of a modified form of
Nazism, which distrusts and
targets those who are different
by virtue of their birth.



