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‘SAFTA will boost

regional trade’- .

W W

Joint ventures to create ‘trade complementaries’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Industry is confident
that the formation of the South
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
will lead to a steep rise in intra-
regional trade but has suggested
formation of joint ventures to
create “trade complementaries.”
Estimates made by the Associ-
ated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of Indai (Asso-
cham) are that India’s trade with
SAARC countries can touch Rs.
50,000 crore by 2010 and Rs.
1,00,000 crore by 2015 from the
present Rs. 25,000 crore.
Assocham President Anil K.
Agarwal, who has welcomed the
Cabinet clearance of SAFTA,
said on Friday that future pro-
jections for trade could be
achieved if trade competitive-
ness among SAARC countries
was turned into “trade comple-
mentaries” for which political
will of all countries was essen-
tial. In a statement issued here,
he proposed that trade comple-
mentaries could be created by
way of setting up joint ventures
in the SAARC region in which
the interests of each partner
should be equally protected. In
addition, he felt the rules of ori-

= Need to frame friendly
rutes of origin

« Steep rise in share of
manufactures in exports

ginneeded tobe framedin such a
manner that these were neither
stringent nor cumbersome to
ensure smoother movement of
goods from one country to an-
other.

The industry body has pre-
pared a paper on SAFTA which
suggests that the top areas of
cooperation among the SAARC
countries can be textiles, rubber,
leather, jute and tea blending. In
addition, it says, harnessing of
natural resources can be a major
source for generating energy re-
quirements of members coun-
tries, besides tourism.

Assocham also maintains that
though there were many trade
reforms in the SAARC region,
and most SAARC countries have
liberalised trade in recent years,
the proportion of intra-regional
trade is still quite modest. In
fact, it has found that intra-re-
gional trade among SAARC na-
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tions as percentage of their total
trade with world increased only
to 2.46 per cent in 2002 from
2.36 per cent in 1990. India’s
share with SAARC countries of
its total trade with world rose to
3.32 per cent in 2003-04 from
1.50 per cent in 1990-91. Exports
and imports grew by 16.46 and
11.12 per cent, respectively, from
1990-91 to 2003-04, it said. |

India’s trade with SAARC
countries was concentrated
around a few items, Assocham |
has pointed out though the share :
of manufactures in total exports
has recorded a phenomenal rise .
during the period from 1998 to
2003. It notes that the share of
the top five items in exports to
SAARC is around 48.5 per cent.
The share of five main items in
India’s exports include cotton
yarn fabrics (21 per cent), trans-
port equipment (10 per cent),
rice (9 per cent) machinery and
instruments (6 per cent), drugs
and fine chemicals (5 per cent).
The share of top five items in
India’s imports from SAARC
countries is around 53 per cent,
while the same for Pakistan is
71.2 per cent and Bangladesh
73.8 per cent.




“Dhaka expects rise in regional exports

\
Cabinet ratifies South Asian Free Trade Alfj;)\n

Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Bangladesh has ratified
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) and expects exports to
increase with the new arrange-
ment scheduled to come into ef-
fect on January 1, 2006.

The Cabinet at its weekly
meeting on Monday ratified the
modalities with Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia in the chair.

The modalities were finalised
at the 12th meeting of the Com-
mittee of Experts (COE) on SAF-
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TA in Kathmandu.

To kick off the free trade, oth-
er member-states will have to do
the same and notify their ap-
proval to the modalities agreed
upon by the negotiators at the
meeting.

Some analysts believe, Ban-
gladesh’s exports to South Asian
nations could rise by four times
once the regional free trade ac-
cord takes effect. Ananya Rai-
han, Executive Director of the
Development Research Network
(D.Net), said Bangladesh would

be the top gainer among the
LDCs in the region as it has the
ability to offer more products for
trading regionally than coun-
tries such as Nepal, Bhutan and
the Maldives.

Mustafizur Rahman, Director,
Research, of the Centre for Pol-
icy Dialogue (CPD), however,
said a major growth in exports
could not be expected without
raising the capacity to maintain
a steady supply of products.

On prospect of growth in In-
dia’s export to Bangladesh, he
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said Bangladesh’s tariff level was
lower than that of India. A major
growth in India’s export to Ban-
gladesh may not be possible, as
Dhaka was already importing
most of the required commod-
ities from India. Imports from
India might go up to around
$3.00 billion in the short-term.

The total intra-regional trade
amongst SAARC countries is less
than $ 7 billion as against the
combined international trade of
$350 billion carried out by the
region.




TSAFTA a historic mllestone
says Kamal Nath

Agreement provides for free trade in goods among SAARC countr

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Kamal Nath has de-
scribed the South Asia Free
Trade Area Agreement (SAFTA),
which comes into effect from Ja-
nuary 1, as a “historic milestone”
in the economic profile of South
Asia. The agreement provides
for free trade in goods among
SAARC countries.

In a statement here on Mon-
day, he said the signing of. the
SAFTA two years ago at the: Isla-
mabad Summit was the cvdmina-
tion of a clear comrnitment
arrived at in the 2002 Frathman-
du Summit for the c.reation of
the South Asian Economic
Union.

He said that des pite the limit-
ed concessions rJf South Asian
Preferential Tr.ade Agreement
so far, regiona'l trade had failed
to register ssitisfactory growth.
Implementation of SAFTA
would help to correct this by fur-
ther stre ngthening our trade

© Regiotial trade has falled
to reqister satisfactory
qrowth

mOver 90 p.c. :
requirements of south
Asian nations sourced
from outside -the region

with SAARC countries, he felt.

On the significance of SAFTA,
he said that over 90 per cent
requirements of South Asian
countries were sourced from
outside the region and a major
part of exports were destined
for countries outside the group-
ing. Besides, South Asia was not
only demographically the large-
st regional block on the planet,
it was also one of the fastest
growing regions for several dec-
ades — demographically and
now economically.

“But the challenges it faces
are perhaps also the most seri-
ous. South Asia today is home to
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almost two-thirds of the world’s
poor.

Nearly one out of every three
people, or over 600 million peo-
ple, struggle to survive on less
than one dollar a day. Wide
income disparities existed with-
in and between -countries,
which needs to be redressed,”
he pointed out.

The SAFTA coming into ef-
fect from next year follows the
finalisation of the agreement at
the meeting of the Committee
of Experts on SAFTA in Kath-
mandu earlier this month in
order to resolve outstanding is-
sues to complete the negotia-
tions.

The objective of SAFTA,
which will become fully oper-
ational by 2016, is to reduce
existing tariffs to less than 5 per
cent within the stipulated time
frame among the member coun- |
tries of SAARC, namely, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Pakistan, Bhutan , Maldives and
India.




in Maldives ® ™"
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V.S. Sambandan QKQ \f’g\\'\/

COLOMBO: Maldivian Foreign

Minister Ahmed Shaheed on
Friday said his country would

ush for reforms -

seek the advice of an expert from

the Commonwealth to “fast-
track” the constitutional re-
forms, which have been delayed
on account of “parliamentary
procedures.”

Dr. Shaheed said here the for-
eign expert would help the Gov-
ernment in the task based on
consultations with political par-
ties. The expert is scheduled to
start work in January, but there
“is no deadline,” for completion
of the draft. He described the
Maldives, in which multi-party
democracy is still in its infancy,
as a nation in transition.

Referring to the debates on

political reforms, he said there '

was still no definite opinion on
whether the Westminster model
or the presidential system of
governance was better suited.
The 31-point reforms envi-
saged by President Maumoon

Abdul Gayoom were on track .

and several elements had al-
ready been introduced, Dr. Sha-
heed said.

Minister of Justice Mo-
hammed Jameel, and Minister
for Information and Arts Mo-
hammed Nasheed briefed jour-
nalists and diplomats on the
reforms.

Dr. Shaheed also urged “any
international body” to visit the
country to inspect the human
rights conditions.
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o) finalised:
Kamal Nath

 Statesman News Service
NEW DELHI, Dec. 1. —
The South Asian Free
Trade Area (Safta) agree-
ment has been finalised,
commerce and industry
minister, Mr Kamal Nath,
today announced. The
commerce minister, who is
in Brussels in connection
with G-90 Summit as a
special invitee, indicated
this in a message on
receiving. intimation from
Kathmandu about the
deliberations of the com-
mittee of experts (CoE) on
Safta.

. The committee met in
Kathmandu from 29
November to 1 December
to resolve the outstanding
issues on Safta so as to
complete the negotiations.
Senior officials of the com-
merce & industry ministry
participated in the meet-
ing, an official commu-
nique said.

The agreement, which
would come into effect
from 1 January next year,
is seen as a2 major boost to
regional trade between the
seven South Asian coun-
tries. Safta, signed during
the 12th Saarc Summit
held at lIslamabad, in
January 2004 would be
fully operational by 2016.
“Implementation of Safta
will further strengthen our
trade relations with the

Saarc  countries,” Mr
Kamal Nath said in his
message.

Matters regarding tech-
nical assistance had been
finalised earlier.
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For an integrated South Asia

South Asia is the least integrated region in the world. But this is not on account of unt of the infra mfrastructure deficit alone.
Intra-regional trade could be increased by policies that permit a more liberal trade regime, says Praful Patel.

HEN the World Bank ap-

pointed me vice-presi-

dent for the South Asia

region just over two years
ago, 1 was eager to visit as soon as possi-
ble; to get a first-hand feel of a region 1
had not worked in previously. But be-
fore I even left Washington 1 realised
there was something unusual about
South Asia. The most efficient way to
move about within South Asia was to
get out of South Asia altogether; to go
via Dubai or Bangkak.

Of course, some links have been im-
proving a little and we can now fly di-
rectly between most Saarc countries,
including between India and Pakistan.
But still not on a daily basis.

My initial visit two years ago was
merely a first-hand experience of the
factthat South Asia was —and still is —
the least integrated region in the world.
The numbers bore this out. Intra-re-
gional trade was less than 1% of GDPin
South Asiain 2003, less than half of any
other region. Both East Asia and Latin
America achieved between three and
four times this. On a human level, this
South Asian region of ancient cultural
ties — this vast space traversed by
traders and warriors over centuries —
has fewer people-to-people contacts
across countries today than any other
region. And whereas all other regions
have seen major increases in cross-bor-
der contact over the last decade, this has
changed little in South Asia.

Of course, not all of this lack of inte-
gration has to do with what we now call
the infrastructure deficit. Intra-regional
trade could be increased by policies that
permit a more liberal trade regime.
While India’s trade with Nepal was
double India’s trade with Pakistan in
2004, some estimates suggest that trade
between India and Pakistan could grow
to asmuch as $6-10 billion a year with a
liberal trade regime.

Policy of course matters but without
intrastructure, policy will achieve little
for regional infegration. That $6 10 $10
billion figure won't be achieved by car-
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rying sacks of goods across the border. It
will take both improved transportation
linkages between the Saarc countries
and better trade logistics policies.

And there are additional potential
pay-offs in deeper regional integration.
Take trade in energy within Saarc and
between Saarc and other regions: this
would improve energy security and the
quantity and quality of energy services.
Cross-border management of water re-
sources could help control flooding and
improve the availability of water.

Business surveys all point to power
and transport as the show stoppers. The
Saarc economies are growing at over
5% a year and with that the demand for
power, both by business and by grow-
ing numbers of the population deman-
ding access to energy. Increased trade
within Saarc and between Saarc and
other regions could help meet these
growing energy demands in a region
thatis a net energy importer.

The national energy systems of gas
and electricity networks in the Saarc
countries are largely isolated from each
other. There are no gas pipelines crossing
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the national borders, whether within
Saarc or between Saarc and its neigh-
bours. Electricity interconnections exist
but are limited. South Asia Jags most
other regions in terms of trade in elec-
tricity and gas. The advantages of look-
ing at power trading on a larger scale be-
yond our traditional political borders are
the complementarities to be had. Hy-
dropower in Bhutan, Nepal, the north-
ern regions of India and Pakistan; gas re-
sources in Bangladesh; coal in India.
Look wider still and there is hydropower
in Central Asia and natural gas in Iran,
Qatar, Turkmenistan, and Myanmar.

HE economic potential of increased
regional energy trade is widely ac-
knowledged. And there are those who
recognise the mutual dependency ad-
vantages of deeper economic links that
could buttress conflict resolution and
build confidence at the political level.
The other big show-stopper is trans-
port. Developing infrastructure to meet
increasing inter-regional trade and po-
tential traffic could, for example, see
trade between India and China, transit-

ing through India via Nepal. Central Asia
could be accessed using gateways devel-
oped through Afghanistan and the Pak-
istani ports. And there is considerable
scope for increasing the role of
Bangladesh and the port of Chittagong in
serving the transport needs of N-E India.
But even with the billions of doliars
needed for road, rail and air linkages,
that alone will not deliver the benefits
of intra-regional trade. Beyond con-
crete we need also to think of stream-
lining procedures, reducing restrictions
and improving regional trade facilita-
tion. Some of the impediments to trade
at present reflect policies that increase
border crossing times and enforce
trans-shipment. New roads alone won‘t
fix that. Fluid transit arrangements
have been developed in other regions
which provide benefits for all parties,
but South Asia seems stuck with bor-
ders that rupture transport systems.
The World Bank has done a number
of regional infrastructure projects in re-
cent years. Bank Group support can
leverage private investment into re-
gional infrastructure, including support
by IFC as well as guarantees. Analytical
work and institution building have also
featured in our support for regional
projects, stressing transparency and
processes that everyone can trust for
the management of natural resource

‘revenues. Recent examples of Bank en-

gagement include the Asean region
where we are providing support to the
Greater Mekong sub-region for inte-
grating electricity systems, support to
the Economic Co-operation Organisa-
tion on regional electricity trade; and
pipelines in Central Asia and Africa.

It is a complex agenda. Yes we need
to build roads, highways and skyways
to be sure. But these linkages exist in a
complex web of policy and institution-
al arrangements where trust and trans-
parency will pave the way where as-
phalt and concrete alone will not. It is
also an agenda in which the private sec-
tor has to be an important player if any
of these ideas are to become a reality.
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“Free trade will offer a win-win situation”

Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!I: Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Thursday asked
members of the South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Cooper-
ation to fight terrorism together.

“We have a collective stake in
ensuring peace and security in
the SAARC region because no in-
vestor will come to this region if
there is no assurance of peace
and security,” the Prime Minis-
ter said, inaugurating the first
SAARC Business Leaders Con-
clave here.

“To imagine that anyone of us
can pursue what economists call
‘beggar-thy-neighbour’ policies
and thereby prosper is to delude
oneself,” Dr. Singh said, under-
lining that the SAARC business
community had a vital stake in
regional security and in victory
in the war against terror.

“We must join hands to put
our collective house in order as
peace in the region will benefit
all. Terrorism anywhere will
hurt us all,” he said. Business
and trade would flourish in a se-
:ure environment, he pointed
Jut.

“Terrorism, by whatever
name, has no place in civilised

. societies and its basic goal is to

| cause insecurity,” Dr. Singh said.

In an interconngcted. region
and a globalised world, conse-
quences of both poverty and in-
security were indivisible, he
said. “No country in this region
can be secure when others are
insecure and no country can in-
sulate itself from the conse-
quences of poverty and
terrorism in any other country.”

As envisioned at the 13th
SAARC summit, the member
countries would forge stronger
links on the basis of renewed
people-to-people ties, to help
strengthen the region-wide
partnership for prosperity, he
said.

Free trade

The Prime Minister allayed
fears that free trade agreement
could hurt smaller countries and
called upon the SAARC leaders
to move rapidly to meet the
deadiine for South Asian Free
Trade Agreement (SAFTA).

Dr. Singh said the need for im-

o No country can be
secure when neighbours
are [nsecure

o Terrorism will put off
investors

# Beggar-thy-neighbour
poficies won't work

plementing SAFTA could not be
overemphasised and said it was
expected that its implementa-
tion would enhance trade in the
region to $ 14 billion from $ 6
billion in the next two years.

Citing the high growth of bi-
lateral trade witness between
India and Sri Lanka, he said it
had dispelled fears on both sides
that free trade would hurt busi-
ness in smaller countries.

“This free trade agreement is
a win-win agreement for both
the countries and could be a
model for similar agreements in
the region” he said, adding the
SAARC leaders must move rap-
idly to meet the deadline for
SAFTA.

The Prime Minister also
hoped that the free trade agree-
ment would help move forward
towards the eventual goal of the
South Asian Economic Union. “I
do believe that just as regional
integration is not antithetical to
globalisation, it also does not
hurt the broader interests of any
member of a regional group,” he
said. Dr. Singh said all the mem-
ber states were committed to an
early resolution of outstanding
issues under SAFTA and hoped
that the ongoing negotiations
would ensure that it was oper-
ationalised fromi January 1 next
year.

He also focussed attention on
the need to expand the ambit of
SAFTA to include trade in ser-
vices in addition to widening the
scope of trade in goods to
emerge as an effective vehicle
for growth and regional integra-
tion.

Voicing his concern that
SAARC had not succeeded in ex-
ploiting the immense economic
potential of the region, he said
even after two decades, “intra
SAARC exports are a mere five
per cent of the total exports of

the region. By comparison intra-
E.U. exports are 55.2 per cent;
intra-NAFTA exports are 51.7
per cent; and intra-ASEAN ex-
ports are 20.4 per cent.”

Noting that doubts and mis-
givings among corporate entities
in each of the member countries
were not rooted in reality and
spread out among businessmen,
the Prime Minister said change
required adaptation and move-
ment from the status quo.

Dr. Singh also emphasised on
stepping up investments in the
region to build infrastructure
and said that as a first step, India
had on a reciprocal basis an-
nounced measures to move to-
wards open skies regime in the
region and was working for grea-
ter liberalisation of visa regime
to benefit all areas of cooperative
interaction.

He also said India had decided
to increase the number of visas
to leading businessmen of
SAARC states and urged the
member nations to extend reci-
procally each other transit facil-
ities to third countries as it
would help connect the region to
the ongoing economic miracle in
Southeast and East Asia.

“We will also link ourselves to
the vast energy markets of West
Asiaand Central Asia,” Dr. Singh
said, making it clear that mem-
ber ¢countries could no longer af-
ford the cost of seeing the region
in isolation from the broader
Asian context.

He termed the recent SAARC
summit in Dhaka as a milestone,
saying it showed the continuing
relevance of the group. The deci-
sion to invite Afghanistan to join
SAARC and other new initiatives
proposed at the summit would
inject new dynamism into the
grouping.

“We must strive collectively
in a cooperative spirit to remove

the barriers to the free flow of

goods, people and ideas within
our own region,” he said.
Speaking on the occasion,
President of SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Macky
Hashim said the conference
would focus on improving com-
petitiveness and growth in
South Asia and improving tech-
nological skills and develop-
ment, among other things.
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‘ Xpandln and
consolidati % SAARC

xpansion of the two-decades old, seven—member
I i South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

(SAARC) has been on the cards for sometime now.

The much-delayed 13th summit of the forum in
Dhaka has welcomed Afghanistan to its fold as the first new
member since its inception. It has also agreed in principle to
the creation of a new category of participants, 'obsgrlers’, a
significant step considering that China and J apan are seek-
ing to engage SAARC in that capacity. These developments
are positive and have their own merits. But, sadly, the forum
is nowhere near realising the potential from the standpoint
of the founder-members. The concept of Free Trade Area /
(FTA) holds tremendous promise for the region, but the fact
that India, as its biggest economy, has gone about signing
and implementing bilateral FTA agreements with countries
such as Sri Lanka, only underlines the reality that the South
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) proposal has not really
taken off. The entry of a new member, and that too Af-
ghanistan, will involve reworking of scheduies and deadlines
to enable the eighth member to understand and integrate
with the region and the forum. Given the fragile nature of
the government and politics in Afghanistan, the responsib-
ility of integrating it with the region will lie essentially with
the other member-states. But there is no denying that Af-
ghanistan fits in economically and culturally with South Asia
and must identify itself with this region. When it does
stabilise, it could emerge as a bridge to Central Asia. Simi-
larly, inviting China and Japan to become observers should
enrich SAARC and provide a new dimension to its interac-
tions, trade, and investment.

Aside from the efforts to expand the forum, the summi-
teers have also focussed on two challenges confronting the
region — poverty and terrorism. Though poverty alleviation
has been on SAARC’s agenda for over a decade, there has
been no meaningful, coordinated attempt to tackle this
problem. From the time of Sri Lankan President Premadasa,
it has been discussed and debated for long; a SAARC com-
mission was also set up to take a close look at the issue and
prepare an action plan. Now, the Dhaka declaration has gone
in for instituting a fund and a mechanism to work collective-
ly towards a decade dedicated to the implementation of the
plans. There is obviously a realisation that unless poverty is
addressed seriously, growth rates and development will
have no meaning to a vast majority of the people. So also, the
impact of terrorism in most of South Asia. It needs political
will to crack down on terrorism and terrorist infrastructure.
Addressing the two problems is essential if SAARC is to
become an effective instrument for cooperation. Now that
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh takes over the leadership
of SAARC, the responsibility devolves on India to take the
Dhaka declaration forward. India and Pakistan must put
aside their bilateral problems to place the SAARC agenda on
a fast track. The neighbouring South East Asjdn Forum,
ASEAN, holds valuable lessons for SAARC.
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Manmohan for consensu

to avoid Iran vote

Afghanistan invited to join SAARC; “a recognltlon of long- stanﬁmg ties of culture an(f rstory it shares with us”

Amit Baruah

DHAKA: Afghanistan was invited
to join the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation
as its eighth member after con-
siderable debate and discussion,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh announced at the end of
the two-day SAARC summit in
Dhaka on Sunday.

“We are delighted to welcome
Afghanistan to our group. This is
an appropriate recognition of
the long-standing ties of culture
and history that Afghanistan
shares with us. We have also
noted the interest of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and Ja-
pan to become observers in
SAARC. We are happy to note
that the SAARC Council of Min-
isters will finalise the guidelines
for such status at the earliest,”
he said.

At a press conference later in
the day, Dr. Singh said he hoped
that there would be no vote on
Iran at the next meeting of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency governing board in the
third week of November.

Asked how India would vote
after its anti-Iran vote on Sep-
tember 24, he said this would
depend on the issues that would
be voted upon. India’s hope was
that efforts “can and should be
made” to evolve a consensus so
that there was no need for avote.
“But, if it comes to a vote, I can-
not predict what we will do. It
depends on what are the issues
that are the subject matter of
voting or not voting,” Dr. Singh
said. On his commitment to Par-

—

14

liament on July 29 that there
would be no separation of In-
dia’s civil and military nuclear
facilities before all curbs on New
Delhi were lifted and American
statements to the contrary, he
said: “I stand by what I said in
Parliament.”

“I think people do make state-
ments directed at specific audi-
ences. We should not get too
worked up ... Whatever I said in
our Parliament, I think, that is
our position,” he said.

Trust deficit

Dr. Singh agreed with his Pa-
kistani counterpart Shaukat
Aziz that there was a trust deficit
between India and Pakistan, but
added it was “our obligation” to
convert the deficit into surplus.

Referring to Pakistan’s Janu-
ary 2004 commitment to curb
terrorism against India, he said
there had been some reduction
in incidents but it was unfortu-
nate that all that needed to be
done had not been done. “We, of
course, have assurances that the
future will be different from the
past and we eagerly wait for that
moment.”

Asked if there was any Pakis-
tani hand in the recent New Del-
hi blasts, he said inquirtes were
on and some external linkages
had been found. However, Dr.
Singh said he would not like to
say more till confirmation of ex-
ternal linkages was available.

On whether the Pakistani
State or “rogue elements” were
responsible for recent incidents,
Dr. Singh emphasised that he
had said many a time that India

NOV 2005
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GRAND FINALE: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh speaks at the closing session of the 13th South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
summit in Dhaka on Sunday. Among those in the background are his Pakistani and Bangladeshi counterparts, Shaukat Aziz (extreme left) and

Khaleda Zia (extreme right). - PHOTO: AFP

did not have the liberty of choos-
ing its neighbours. “We have to
do business with governments
that are in power ... therefore,
using harsh language in public is
not the best way, I think, to

[ oo~

mote dialogue and understand-
ing. If we have any concerns, we
do discuss with the governments
concerned. I do not believe any-
thing great is achieved by con-

dueting this dialogue in full

[public] glare,” he said.
Talks with Nepal King

Referring to his discussions
with King Gyanendra of Nepal,
Dr. Singh said he had been as-

/

sured that a carefully worked out
road map would be prepared to
usher in the democratic process
in Nepal that would include mul-
ti-party democracy. Such a mul-
ti-party system, the King

recognised, was the core of any
democracy.

More reports on Page 14
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Saarc sheds p

ast inhibitions

gL C

NO DOUBLE STANDARDS IN FIGHT AGAINST TERHOR DHAKA DECLARATION

£ N

JOINT STAND Prime Mlmster Dr Manmohan Singh and other Saarc leaders attend the c|osmg session of the Summit in Dhaka on Sunday.— AFP

v aa——

DHAKA, Nov. 13. — Shedding
past inhibitions, Saarc countries
today agreed that there can be no
double standards in the fight ag-
ainst terror and decided to under-
take result-oriented efforts to
translate pledges into commit-
ments for accelerating economic
growth and social progress in the
region. Leaders from the seven-
member grouping also affirmed
their commitment to the realisa-
tion of the vision of South Asian
Economic Union in a phased and
planned manner.

An eight-page Dhaka Declara-
tion adopted at the end of the two-
day 13th SAARC Summit said the
leadérs Tesolved to make regional
cooperation more responsive to
the hopes and aspirations of the
peoples of South Asia. Describing
the Declaration as a “forward-
looking document”, Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh in
his remarks at the concluding ses-
sion said that it would add “new
vigour” to the Saarc process.

Addressing a press conference,
Dr Singh said it was a “very pro-
ductive summit” in terms of the
number of proposals put forward
and reflected the desire of Saarc
nations to take more concrete
action in regional cooperation.

The Declara-

Announcing the far reaching
decisions at the concluding session,
Dr Singh appealed to member
countries to resolve few outstand-
ing issues to facilitate implementa-
tion of South Asian Free Trade
Agreement (Safta) by 1 January
2006.

tion welcomed ,
Afghanistan’s
request for mem-
bership and invit-
ed it as a member
subject to comple-
tion of formalities.
It also welcomed
and agreed in
principle with the
desire of China
and Japan to be
associated as
observers. The fo-

-

GGG

V

SAARC

“I would like to
underline we must
expedite the
process of resolv-
ing few outstand-
ing issues that sep-
arate us from the
final agreement
[ on Safta”, to
implement it from
January one next
year, Dr Singh
said speaking as
the Chairman of

reign ministers will decide the
modalities in this regard in their
meeting on 27 July next year.

The 13th Saarc Summit conclud-
ed today with the signing of three
major agreements — avoidance of
double taxation, liberalisation of
visa regime and Saarc Arbitration
Council.

the next summit which has been
decided to be held in India.
Expressing a sense of satisfac-
tion for making substantive
progress in furthering regional
cooperation during the two-day
deliberations of the 13th Summit,
Dr Singh said: “It will be fair to
say that this summit will be

remembered for several substan-
tive outcomes that have emerged
in Dhaka.”

He said that the Saarc lecaders
were also delighted to welcome
Afghanistan to the grouping.

The Prime Minister said the
summit also noted the interest
shown by countries like China and
Japan to become observers. The
Saarc council of ministers would
finalise the modalities and guide-
lines for such status at the earliest.

In terms of the agenda of this
summit, Dr Singh said: “We also
recorded satisfactory progress.”

The Saarc leaders signed three
agreements on avoidance of dou-
ble taxation among member coun-
tries, setting up Saarc Arbitration
Council besides agreeing to liber-
alised visa regime to facilitate freer
trade and travel among the people
including mediapersons of the
region.

At the same time, he said he
would like to underline that “we
must expedite the process of
resolving a few outstanding issues
that separate us from the final
agreement on Safta”,
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No question of
demilitarisation
unless terrorism
ends: Manmohan
Amit Baruah

DHAKA: Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh told his Pakistani
counterpart Shaukat Aziz that
there could be no demilitarisa-
tion or redeployment of forces
unless there was an end to cross-
border terrorism and infiltra-
tion.

~ In a meeting on the sidelines
of the South Asian Association
for  Regional  Cooperation
(SAARC) summit, Dr. Singh in-
formed Mr. Aziz that India and
Pakistan should not be de.:ected
from taking the peace process
forward by the terrorist attacks
that continue to take place.

Briefing presspersons on the
discussions, Foreign Secretary
Shyam Saran said on Saturday
that incidents like the terrorist
attacks in New Delhi impacted
on both public opinion in India
and the Government.

“There have been ideas - can
we take this peace process for-
ward by demilitarisation? There
is no question of demilitarisa-
tion or any kind of redeployment
unless there is a stop to cross-
border terrorism,” he stated.

Mr. Saran also stated that
eventual redeployment of forces
should not be restricted to the
Line of Control (LoC).

The idea should be to take
away forces all along the Inter-
national Border in the search for
a broader peace.

Asked what was the response
to the points made by Dr. Singh,
Mr. Saran quoted the Pakistan
Prime Minister as saying that Is-
__lamabad was opposed to any
kind of terrorism and would not
permit acts of terrorism to take
place.

Also at the first leadership-
level meeting since the October
8 earthquake, the two Prime
Ministers agreed to cut down the
time taken to process applica-
tions for people to cross the LoC
at designated points to 10 days.

More reports on Page 8

Manmohan: reconnect the subcont
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Offers to all SAARC neighbours the facility of daily air services to major Ihélan cities

Amit Baruah

DHAKA: Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh on Saturday proposed
that all South Asian countries
should provide reciprocal tran-
sit facilities to connect each oth-
er, as well as third countries in
the Gulf, Central Asia and
South-East Asia.

Making several proposals at
the opening ceremony of the
13th South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation summit,
Dr. Singh also offered to all
SAARC neighbours the facility of
daily air services to Delhi, Mum-
bai, Chennai, Bangalore, Hyde-
rabad and Kolkata, on a
reciprocal basis.

In an offer in line with that
made to the Association of
South-East Asian Nations some
years ago, designated SAARC
airlines could also start as many
services as they wanted to 18
other destinations across India.

The Prime Minister proposed
the creation of a centre of excel-
lence — a South Asian Universit
— which could provide world-
class facilities to students in the
region. While India was willing
to host such an institution, it was
also prepared to locate it in an-
other country.

Addressing his first SAARC
summit, Dr. Singh called for the
establishment of a regional food
bank to which all member coun-
tries would contribute, to be
used to meet shortages and loss-
es caused by natural calamities
in any SAARC nation.

Asian resurgence

Pointing to an Asian resur-
gence indicated by what was
happening in East and South-
East Asia, he felt that the world
was witnessing the rebuilding of
the pre-colonial arteries of trade
and commerce.

“My question is: Is SAARC
prepared to be an emerging part
of this emerging Asian resur-
gence or is it content to remain
marginalised at its periphery? If
our region wants to be part of a

it Wous

MEETING POINT: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in conversation with Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga as Nepal’s King
Gyanendra looks on during the inaugural session of the 13th South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) summit in

Dhaka on Saturday. ~PHOTO:

dynamic Asia, which is emerg-
ing in our neighbourhood, then
we must act and act speedily.”

Stressing that SAARC could
not be the “crossroads” of Asia
but remain disconnected within
the region, Dr. Singh said: “An-
cient roads crisscross the sub-
continent and link up with the
seaports that were the gateways
to the rest of the world. Our
rivers form the waterways over
which people and cargo trav-
elled across the region.”

“If we wish the next 20 years
of SAARC to be different, we
should take the first decision to
reconnect the countries of the

2 NUN (00

AFP

subcontinent, on the one hand,
and then reconnect the sub-
continent to the larger Asian
neighbourhood, on the other.
“We need to recharge and
regenerate the arteries of trans-
port and communication that
bind us together and, in turn,
link our region to the rest of
Asia to reclaim the prosperity
that it undoubtedly our due.”

South Asian car rally

In the run-up to the next
SAARC summit, he offered to
hold a South Asian car rally,
which would symbolise regional
identity and draw attention to

the urgent need to improve
transport  infrastructure in
member nations.

The Prime Minister made it
clear that more liberal move-
ment of peoples and goods
across border also required
greater sensitivity on the part of
all SAARC members to pressing
concerns.

Cross-border terrorism

“No member country should
allow its territory to be used
against the interests of another
member country. There should
be zero tolerance for cross-bor-
der terrorism and for the har-

bouring of hostile insurgent
groups and criminal elements.

“It is only in an environment
of mutual confidence and a col-
lective commitment against the
scourge of terrorism, that we
can register the progress we
desire in more intense interac-
tion,” he said.

Dr. Singh regretted that no
member had put forward a pro-
ject proposal to utilise the $100
million poverty alleviation fund
proposed by India at the last
SAARC summit in Islamabad in
January 2004.

To set out a roadmap for the

creation of a South Asian Eco-
nomic Union by 2020, the
Prime Minister referred to In-
dia’s proposal for establishing a
SAARC High Economic Coun-
cil, which could promote initia-
tives in economic, trade, finance
and monetary areas with a view
to promoting regional economic
integration.

The Prime Minister was
“glad” that India’s offer to host
a SAARC Centre for Disaster
Preparedness had been accept-
ed by member countries in the
wake of last year’s tsunami and
the October 8 earthquake.

-
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SAARC to focus on collective

approach to p

Gin-s Roca

overty a

Ho- |

lleviation

Afghanistan’s membership and China’s associate status take centre stage

, Amit Baruah

| DHAKA: The issue of Afghanis-
tan’s membership and China’s
associate status with the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation took centre stage at
SAARC ministerial meetings on
Friday ahead of the formal sum-
mit on Saturday.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who arrived in Dhaka for
the twice-postponed summit
amidst unprecedented security,
said there would be a special fo-
cus on collective approaches to-
wards poverty alleviation and on
SAARC “development goals”
formulated for the region.

“Another important initiative
that will be taken up at the sum-
mit will be ways and means of
cooperating in the area of disas-
ter preparedness and mitiga-
tion,” the Prime Minister said in
- the context of the October 8

earthquake and the December
2004 tsunami. “While in Dhaka,
1 will take the opportunity of bi-
lateral meetings with other
SAARC leaders, besides inter-
acting with our hosts. I look for-
ward to having these discussions
in a spirit of friendship, cooper-
ation and good-neighbourli-
ness.”

Briefing presspersons on Fri-
day’s official-level discussions,

Pakistan Foreign Secretary Riaz
Muhammad Khan said the
Standing Committee of Foreign
Secretaries had recommended
to the Foreign Ministers that the
issue of Afghanistan’s member-
ship and China’s observer/dia-
logue partner status be
discussed.

Some delegations at the meet-
ings had suggested that guide-
lines be framed before the

question of China becoming a
dialogue partner was addressed.
Another point of view was that
Afghanistan’s membership and
China’s associate status be link-
ed, but Pakistan did not favour
such a view.

Apart from Pakistan, India,
too, has supported Afghanistan’s
membership. Mr. Khan con-
firmed that Afghanistan’s mem-
bership application and China’s

request for associate status had
been circulated to all member
states by Pakistan, which has
held the chairmanship of
SAARC.

Islamabad, Mr. Khan said, felt
that if all countries were agree-
able, should admit Afghanistan
as a member and accord observ-
er status to China at the Dhaka
summit itself and not leave the
question to a later date.

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Dhaka is on alert for
the 13th summit of the South
Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), which begins on
Saturday.

At least 20,000 security
personnel have been
deployed at sensitive points
of the city since November 6.

Traffic has been restricted
on many roads that will be
used for the movement of the
SAARC leaders.

The SAARC Foreign
Secretaries have decided to
seek directions from the
Bolitical leaders on how to

Summit begins today amid tight security

ensure implementation of the
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) by January 1, 2006.
The decision came at the 31st
meeting of the SAARC
Standing Committee held
here, with Bangladeshi
Foreign Secretary
Hemayetuddin in the chair.

The SAARC Council of
Ministers decided to set up a
South Asian Development
Fund (SADF) to deal with
poverty, the problems of
disabled persons and media
development.

It agreed with India’s offer
to set up a SAARC Disaster
Management Centre.

The Foreign Ministers

agreed, in principle, to award
membership to Afghanistan.
An unconfirmed report said
they failed to reach a
consensus on giving observer
status to China.

However, all the Foreign
Ministers, who met since
Thursday, have agreed to
grant membership to
Afghanistan.

If the leaders endorse the
proposal, the next SAARC
summit, to be held in India,
may grant Afghanistan the
membership, sources said.

The SAARC Charter needs
to be amended for inclusion
of a member, and the logo too
has to be changed.

The rip gy,

On the operationalisation of
the South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) from January 1, 2006,
Mr. Khan maintained that a
working group of experts would
meet in early December to re-
solve contentious issues like
rules of origin of good, compen-
sation to less-developed coun-
tries and the sensitive lists to be
maintained.

India-Pakistan meeting

Asked about the agenda for
the bilateral meeting between
Dr. Manmohan Singh and Pakis-
tan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
on Saturday, Mr. Khan said this
would be an occasion to review
the ongoing peace process be-
tween the two countries.

Stressing that Pakistan would
like to see progress on Kashmir,
Mr. Khan said that Islamabad
had already expressed satisfac-
tion at the agreement to open
five crossing points on the Line
of Control.

Asked about the recent terror-
ist attacks in New Delhi, the For-
eign Secretary said that Pakistar
had condemned these incident:
in the strongest possible terms
If evidence was provided to Pa
kistan, it was willing to cooper
ate with the Indian side in the
investigation of the attacks, Mr
Khan reiterated.




Singh rings

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Dhaka, Nov. 11: Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh’s state-
ment that a number of “failed
states” were emerging inh
India’s neighbourhood may
cast a pall of gloom on the 13th
Saarc (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation)
summit beginning here to-
MOrrow.

Singh spoke in Delhi at the
anniversary of the Institute of
Defence Studies and Analysis
before leaving for Dhaka.
However, it is the meeting of
leaders of some of these
“failed states” that he would
be attending here.

Singh will have bilateral
meetings with King Gyanen-
dra Bir Bikram Shah of
Nepal, a state in turmoil, the
Prime Minister of Pakistan, a
country which India accuses
of promoting cross-border ter-
rorism, and his host is
Bangladesh whose internal se-
curity situation is a matter of
grave concern for India.

Whom does the hat fit?

The Bangladeshis have
been the first to take umbrage.
They are believed to be taking
exception to the Prime Minis-
ter saying: “The danger of a
number of failed states emerg-
ing in our neighbourhood has
far-reaching consequences for
our region and our people. The
impact includes crises, which
generate an inflow of refugees
and destabilisation of our bor-
der areas.”

Besides this, the two other
issues looming large on eve of
the 13th Saarc summit are: the
India-Pakistan peace process
and the requests of Afgh-
anistan and China to be asso-
ciated with the South Asian
body.

India and Pakistan’s bilat-

“failed sta es > alert

WARNING FROM PM ON SAAR«C MEET—EVE

Manmohan Singh with Bangladesh Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in Dhaka on Friday. (AFP)

eral issues are not a part of
the Saarc agenda —its charter
does not allow Saarc to discuss
bilateral issues. However,
the bilateral meeting between
Singh and his Pakistan
counterpart, Shaukat Aziz,
tomorrow on the sidelines
of the summit will be no
less significant than the meet-
ing of the heads of govern-
ment.

The Singh-Aziz meeting is
expected to take stock of the
bilateral relations and the
progress made recently in

opening crossing points for re-
lief and for divided families
along the Line of Control
(LLoC) in Jammu and Kashmir.
“The peace process is on top of
the agenda between India and
Pakistan and we would like to
see progress on Kashmir”
Pakistan’s foreign secretary
Riaz Mohammad Khan said
this evening.

On Afghanistan and
China, however, it seems that
the South Asian nations gath-
ered here are divided over
which should come first —the

cart or the horse. The issue is
the request of Afghanistan for
membership of Saarc and of
China for observer status or to
be a dialogue partner. The
question is whether their asso-
ciation with Saarc should be
accepted immediately or
should rules and criteria for
expansion of the association
be framed first.

India, which may not be
averse to Afghanistan joining,
says specific ground rules and
criteria need to be developed
first before extending the
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membershlp of Saarc or con-
sidering any request for the
status of an observer or dia-
logue partner. This is to en-
sure that China does not come
in easily.

Pakistan, without linking
the case of Afghanistan and
China, wants the Saarc coun-
tries to take a decision about
both in Dhaka and says crite-
ria for expansion could be
left till later. Nepal is linking
Afghanistan’s members
with China’s request and ‘is
arguing that if Afghanistan
gets in then so should China
as an observer or a dialogue
partner.

And Bangladesh is indi-
rectly opposing Afghanistan,
pointing out that the Constitu-
tion and logo of Saarc would
need to be changed to permit
any expansion.

Pakistan foreign secretary
Riaz Mohammad Khan, ad-
mitting as much, said: “Our
view is that if there is a con-
sensus on Afghanistan, then it
should be accepted. Although
there are no criteria in place, if
the member countries feel
that someone should become a
member, then that decision
should be accepted.”

After a meeting of the
Saarc council of ministers,
which lasted late into the
night, Bangladesh foreign
minister Morshed Khan said
that the decision on China’s
request had been postponed
till early next year. “A special
session of the standing com-
mittee (of foreign secretaries)
will be convened early next
year to frame the guidelines,”
he said.

As for Afghanistan, Khan
said: “We are yet to reach
a conclusion but we are hope-
ful of reaching a positive con-
clusion.”




PM to push

SNS & PTI

DHAKA/NEW DELHI, Nov.
11. — India is strongly pitching
for the twice-delayed Saarc
summit that gets underway
tomorrow at Dhaka to send
out a clear message that there
must be “zero tolerance” for
terrorism in any form or mani-
festation. It wants strengthen-
ing collective efforts to combat
the scourge to be high on the
agenda during the Summit
deliberations. (The Saarc
council of ministers met today
to finalise the draft Decla-
ration which would be placed
before the two-day Summit
commencing tomorrow.)

Recent terror strikes in
Bangladesh, India and Sri
Lanka have brought home the
urgent need for working
together to deal with this chal-
lenge.  Outlining  India’s
approach on the issue ahead of
the Summit, Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh  has
made it clear that the fight
against terrorism as also
poverty in South Asia was an
“indivisible” one.

“No government can any
longer pretend that what hap-
pens across the border is not
soing to hurt it internally,” he
stressed.

Dr Singh has a packed sched-
ule with a number of bilateral
meetings being worked out on
the margins of the SAARC
Summit. He will have meetings
with Pakistan Prime Minister
Mr Shaukat Aziz and Bangla-
desh counterpart Ms Khaleda
Zia tomorrow. He will also
meet Bhutan’s Prime Minister
Mr Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup
during his stay here.

Before attending the Summit,
the Prime Minister will take
part in a joint wreath laying cer-
cmony at the National Martyrs’
Memorial ‘Savar’. He will also
join other Saarc leaders in plac-
ing wreaths and unveiling of
plaque at former President
Ziaur Rahman’s mausoleum.
The DBangladesh capital has
been put under a thick security
blanket in the wake of threats to

o
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MEETING GROUND: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh inspects a guard of honour by Bangladeshi troops as he arrives for the 13th Saarc Summit at Zia Airport in Dhaka on Friday. — AFP

India interested in

disrupt the Summit. Bangladesh
officials said that 30,000 securi-
ty and police personnel have
been deployed to ensure that
everything goes otf smoothly.
At both the Sheraton Hotel
where the leaders arc staying
and the Sonargaon Hotel

where most of the large media

contingent is putting up, tight
security has been put in place.

The Indian delegation led by
the Prime Minister includes
minister of State for external
affairs Mr E Ahamed, foreign
secretary Mr Shyam Saran and
High Commissioner Ms Veena
Sikri.

In his departure statement
before he left for Dhaka at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, Dr Manmohan Singh
had said that the 13th Saarc
Summit should provide an
opportunity io focus regional
attention on a number of
important in:tiatives that are
being pursued by Saarc. “We
will be considering the various
programmes and projects de-
cided upon in the ministerial
meetings in areas such as trade,
environment, information,
health and energy,” he said. He
added that there will be special
focus on collective approaches

towards poverty alteviation. He
made a reference to the
SAARC development goals
which will be discussed in detail
during the summit.

“Another important initia-
tive that will be taken up at the
Summit will be ways and
means of cooperating in the
area of disaster preparedness
and mitigation,” he said.

Dr Singh hoped that these
initiatives would contribute
significantly towards realising
the “enormous potential for
economic, social and cultural
cooperation among the mem-
ber-states of Saarc.”

® FREE TRADE: A deadline for creating a South Asian Free Trade Area
by January 2006.

@ DISASTER MANAGEMENT: Delhi's keen its offer to host a South
Asian disaster preparedness and management centre be accepted.

® TERRORISM: Cross-border terrarism is the issue. On both India’s
eastern and western borders. Dr Manmohan Singh is likely to
emphasise that terrorism can be defeated only through a “sustained,
patient and comprehensive” campaign.

® POVERTY REDUCTION: The reconstitution of the South Asian
Development Fund by merging existing and proposed funds into a Saarc
Development Fund with US $300 million as a corpus. — AP

ght at Saarc

Ayodl{ya plot
hatched in
Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, Nov. 1.+~ 1In
a major catch that indicated
that the plan to storm the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya was
hatched in Bangladesh, Delhi
Police have arrested a Jaish-
e-Mohammad militant who
allegedly helped the attackers
sneak into India from the

.neighbouring country.

Abdul Bagi (33), haxlmg
from Kolkata, was arrested by
the Special Cell when he arr-
ived at the New Dethi railway
station here last night by Poor-
varichal Express. Delhi police
are probing if Baqi was also
involved in Delhi serial blasts.

A team of the Special Cell,
who were trailing him from
Kolkata, was in the same
compartment as Bagqi -but
they did not apprehend him
earlier as they wanted to nab
some of his associates.

However, when Bagi tried |
to flee after sensing trouble,
he was arrested after a brief
struggle. Bagi was acting as a
“courier” - for . Jaish-e-
Mgohammad for at least three
years and had helped many
militants sneak into and out
of ‘the - country,. Joint Com-
missioner of Police -(Special
Cell) Mr Karnal Singh- saxd
today.

Among them were the wife
and infant' daughter of Gazi
Baba, the mastermind of the
attack on Parliament, whom
he  helped  escape  to
Bangladesh after the Jaish
militant. was gunned down in
August 2003 1n Srinagar.

Police said Bagi had helped
the mien who ‘made the un-
sucessful bid to storm the
makeshift temple in' Ayodhya
on 5 July. “Baqi has confess-
ed that the plan for the attack
was hatched in Bangladesh,”
an officer said, — PTL .-
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Call to collectively
combat threat .

AGENCIES oo
Dhaka, November 11 L : i ' o ‘
FACED WITH the growing threat of terrorism, the Saarc
countries are expected to outline a series of steps to col-
lectively combat the scourge which affects the security,
economic stability and development of the region.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and other leaders of
the seven-member regional grouping, who meet for the
two-day Saarc summit from Saturday, are likely to empha-
sise that terrorism can be defeated only through a “sus-
tained, patient and comprehensive” campaign.

A draft declaration prepared for the Dhaka summit has
specially focussed on the threats posed by terrorism. It re-
flects the strong condemnation of Saarc leaders of terror-
ist violence in all its forms and manifestations and the
“ominous challenge” it poses to all states.

It indicated that the leaders would renew their commit-
ment to the Saarc regional convention on suppression of

terrorism and its addi-

tional protocol, which

G G recognises the serious-
xn

ness of the problem of
N

terrorism as it “affects
the security, economic
stability and social de-
velopment of the re-
gion”. )

The leaders are like-
ly to affirm their com-
mitment to reinforce
their coordinated ef-
forts at the national, re-
gional and internation-
al levels to face this
“virulent challenge”,
the document indicat-
ed. In line with coordi-
nated efforts, the lead-
ers are expected to take
a decision on holding
annual meetings of
Saarc home ministers
which would be preced-
ed by a meeting of
home secretaries.

The leaders shared
the view that terrorism
violates the fundamen-
tal values of the Saarc

o

Pak to highlight
Kashmir at meet

AHEAD OF the Saarc summit —
beginning in Dhaka on Saturday
— Pakistan has said that it will
highlight the cause of the Kash-
miri people and the need to re-
solve issues for creating an “en-
abling environment”. Making
these remarks here before de-
parting for the Bangladeshi capi-
tal, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
said he would convey these to
the leaders attending the sum-
mit. On the sidelines of the sum-
mit, Aziz said he would discuss charter and the UN
with the leaders “the recent and constitutes “one of
earthquake, thank them for their the most critical
help and support and highlight threats to internation-
the cause of the Kashmiri people al peace and security
and present concerns and chal-  in the 21st century”.
lenges they face and need to re- The document indi-
solve issues to create enabling cated that the leaders
environment”. would come out in
strong support of the
UN resolutions while
affirming their deter-
. mination to redouble
efforts “collectively as well as individually to prevent and
suppress terrorism in all its forms and manifestations”.

Significantly, the leaders are expected to give a call to all
member-states to prevent financing of terrorist acts by
“criminalising the collection of funds for such acts and re-
fraining from organising, instigating, assisting or partici-
pating in terrorist acts in states or acquiescing in organ-
ised activities within its territory directed towards anoth-
er country”.

The leaders will underscore the need for an early con-
clusion of a comprehensive convention on international
terrorism, according to the draft.

The Saarc members are expected to agree to strengthen
cooperation in important areas such as exchange of infor-
mation and coordination among their relevant agencies to
deal with the scourge.

The leaders may recommend that concrete measures be
taken to enforce the provisions of the regional convention
on narcotics drugs and psychotropic substances through
an appropriate regional mechanism.On the economic
front, the leaders are likely to renew their commitment to
the realisation of the vision for a South Asia Economic
Union in a phased and planned manner.

The document said with Saarc completing 20 years of
existence, it was an opportune time to draw a roadmap for
regional cooperation in South Asia for the next decade.

PTI, Islamabad

[

s

ti-terror steps high on

‘\/\/

aarc agenda

ASHOK NATH DEY/HT

Manmohan Singh with the Prime Minister of Bhutan in Dhaka on the eve of the Saarc summit.

A shark without teeth:

ANIRBAN Choudhury
Dhaka, November 11

THE 13TH Saarc summit begins here on
Saturday with too many questions being
raised about it, primarily because of the
snail-paced growth of cooperation and
the non-existent commercial transac-
tions.

In the words of a senior diplomat, it
has become a “shark without the teeth”.
Perhaps it is true that after 20 years, the
Saarc is losing charm.

Saturday’s summit, however, is begin-
ning with a high note of hope over the
implementation of South Asian Free
Trade Area which could revolutionise
trade in the entire region. There are
hitches among the seven member nations
regarding Rules of Origin, trading of
sensitive items and compensation of rev-
enue loss.

The Charter bans any discussion on bi-
lateral issues. Ironically, the three big
players in the association — India, Pak-
istan and Bangladesh — have been lock-
ing horns over several bilateral issues
ever since Saarc’s inception. Kashmir, in-
filtration and water sharing have always
remain the bone of contention.

It is very difficult for India to forget
that Lahore Declaration was followed by
Kargil and Agra meeting preceded the at-
tack on Indian Parliament. From Pak-
istan’s point of view, India is an obstinate
partner which refuses to consider Kash-
mir as a disputed territory. With two
nuke neighbours at loggerheads forever
on the issue of militancy, it’s unlikely
that words like “fighting terrorism unit-
edly” will see proper implementation.

India is covertly opposing China’s en-
try into the Saarc and is not too happy
that Nepal, another Saarc partner, re-
ceived about $ 990,000 military aid from
China in October.

Former Saarc secretary-general from

Security drive in a Dhaka street on Friday.

Bangladesh Q.A. Rahim, while address-
ing a seminar in Dhaka raised several
questions about the association not hav-
ing enough teeth. “In the past 20 years,
there have been 12 meetings which adopt-
ed four important decisions. None could
be implemented so far”. According to
him, unlike the other international bod-
ies, the Saarc secretariat lacks teeth to
implement decisions and talks about “in-
crease in people to people contact” had so
far resulted in harassment to get a visa.
Despite the scepticism in both political
and diplomatic circles, the Standing
Committee meeting of foreign ministers
on Friday ratified the decision to have an
integrated “Saarc Development Fund”
with $100 contribution from India. There

ASHOK NATH DEY/HT

will be three windows - Poverty, Infra-
structure and Economy—to deal with the
issues separately. The heads of govern-
ments and states started arriving with
Indian Prime Minister’s aircraft touch-
ing down the Zia International Airport at
about 6-30 p.m. He was received by the Be-
gum Khaleda

PM suggests 3 |
pillars to meet
challenges

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 11

EMPHASISING THE importance of engaging
all major powers in a cooperative, constructive
and mutually beneficial relationship, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said here on Friday
morning that India must find ways to use in-
ternational opinion as a force multiplier in ad-
dressing external challenges effectively.

In his foundation day address that coincided
with the 40th anniversary of the Institute of
Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), the
Prime Minister identified three pillars that
would support India’s security concerns in the
emerging global order. First, strengthen the na-
tion economically. Second, develop adequate-

defence capabilities
THE FORMULA

so as to meet the
uTo develop partner-

challenges to our se-
curity and finally to

ships in the strategic,
economic and tech-

develop partner-

ships in the strate-
nological spheres to
enfarge india’s policy

gic, economic and
technological

choices and develop-
mental options

spheres in order to
enlarge “our policy
choices and develop-
mental options”, he
explained. “Our en-
gagement with the
major powers and
indeed with the
world must be set in
this  perspective”,
the PM added.
Highlighting the
need for adopting interdisciplinary approach-
es towards national security, Singh stressed the
importance of improving the security para-
digm in all its dimensions — economic, social,

mStrengthen the na-
tion economicaily

mDevelop adequate
defence capabilities
to meet the chal-
lenges to security

.political and in terms of food and energy secu-

rity. The PM released three IDSA publications
to mark the occasion. He honoured eminent de-
fence and strategic analyst K. Subrahmanyam
with the lifetime achievement award at the
function. Defence minister Pranab Mukherjee
and IDSA director Narendra Sisodia spoke on
the occasion. Former defence minister K.C.
Pant, senior personnel of the armed forces,
diplomats and security experts were present
on the occasion.

Manmohan hopeful

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh hopes that
the initiatives to be taken at the Saarc summit
will have significant contribution towards re-
alising the enormous potential for economic,
social and cultural cooperation in the seven-
nation grouping.

“This Summit will provide an opportunity to
focus regional attention on a number of im-
portant initiatives that are being pursued by
Saarc”, the PM said before embarking on a
three-day visit to Dhaka for the summit begin-
ning on Saturday. In view of the national
mourning after the death of former President
K.R. Narayanan, the already scaled-down de-
parture ceremony at the Prime Minister’s res-
idence was dispensed with.
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Power game to the fore at Dhaka

Afghan’s Saarc entry
hats roadblocks

ANIRBAN Choudhury
Dhaka, November 10

NOTES OF diplomatic discord
have surfaced over inclusion of
Afghanistan into the Saarc. Till
Wednesday, it seemed almost cer-
tain that given the eagerness of
big brother India, Afghanistan
was sure to be included in the
Saarc bouquet. Pakistan too wel-
comed the decision.

On Monday, the standing com-
mittee of Saarc sat for long
hours in which the foreign secre-
taries of the member
nations deliberated on
various issues which
are likely to come up
in the meet from No-
vember 12.

In the evening,
AHM Moniruzzaman,
additional foreign sec-
retary of Bangladesh
said “There was no
consensus over inclu-
sion of Afghanistan
because there were
reservations about it”.
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Differences

Bangladesh says
There are reserva-
tions about it

any objections. Some modalities
need to be worked out in order to
include the country”.

Diplomatic sources said the
differences over Afghanistan
have been a result of the power
game that is played in every
summit, in which some coun-
tries are sure to feel insecure
with a pro-India country enter-
ing the Saarc fold. India, on its
part, has also been resisting in-
clusion of China as a Saarc
member wanting it to remain in
a consultative capacity.

As the Afghanistan
issue continued to
prick the diplomats
through the day, the
much-awaited South
Asian Free Trade
Area (Safta), which is
scheduled to be imple-
mented from January
next year is sure to
miss its deadline.

It is learnt that the
standing committee
meeting on Thursday
failed to resolve the
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He refused to elabo- Ind:ia ﬁys S:cont;e long standing con-
rate which country or vns;grkaé:i Igjto e tentious issues like

countries had the
‘reservation’. He said
Afghanistan has also
not yet ‘formally’ ap-
plied for inclusion.

Diplomats say some
feel uncomfortable
to back pro-India
country’s entry

“Rules of Origin” or
“Compensation  for
Losses”. The Commit-
tee of Experts dealing
with it will meet by

Just an hour later,
the Indian delegation attempted
to maintain their upbeat mood
over Afghanistan. Minister of
State for external affairs E Ah-
mad said, “in the next summit in
India, Afghanistan will surely be
included”. When asked whether
there was any objection from
member states, India’s foreign
secretary Shyam Saran said, “To
my knowledge, there hasn’t been
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the end of this month
to speed up things. But things
look grim as far as the January
deadline.is concerned.

However, the Standing Com-
mittee meeting took two impor-
tant decisions — to set up a per-
manent disaster management
center and to bring different
funds under one umbrella of
Saarc Development Fund for all
member countries.
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Security personnel keep a watch at the decked-up venue for the 13th Saarc summit in Dhaka.

Five facts about Saarc meet

HISTORY

SAARC — which includes
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lan-
ka — was founded in 1985 to accel-
erate economic growth in one of
the poorest regions in the world.
But the group has been hobbled by
an inability to overcome internal
rifts, especially between its two
biggest members — nuclear rivals
India and Pakistan. According to
its charter, the group avoids bilat-
eral and contentious issues.

STATISTICS

The region is home to about 1.5 bil-
lion people and the combined
economies are worth about USD900
billion. One-third of the people live
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in abject poverty. India has about 70
per cent of the region’s people,
wealth and land area.

DISASTERS

South Asian countries have been
hit by two of the world’s worst
natural disasters in the past one
year. The December 26 tsunami,
besides devastating Indonesia’s
Aceh province and Thailand’s
shoreline, also ruined many parts
of Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh
and the Maldives. The massive
Kashmir earthquake just over a
month ago is estimated to have
killed more than 85,000 people,
not only in Pakistan but also in
Pak occupied Kashmir and Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

AGENDA

Poverty alleviation, cooperation in
the aftermath of natural disasters
and combating terrorism will dom-
inate the agenda of this year’s sum-
mit. Pakistan has said it will also
put forward a proposal to include
Afghanistan in the group.

WHO'LL ATTEND

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz are likely to meet on
the sidelines of the summit to
nudge forward the peace process
between the two countries. Sri
Lankan President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga will be making a
farewell appearance.
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SAARC bites

Indian investment can lift South Asia. But can FDI-wary India preach to its
neighbours?

In the deep waters of regional economic cooperation, SAARC is very smali
fish. Those despairing whether its size would ever matter may see — in the
Tatas’s three billion dollar investment proposal for Bangladesh — the first
promise of a growth pill. Indian FDI can take care of a major problem in
SAARC economic cooperation. The fear of large trade deficits has come in the
way of freer trade with India for many fellow SAARC members. The fear may
be economically illogical — free trade benefits all participants — but SAARC
members are hardly the only countries in the world to ignore economics when
it comes to trade. Politicians’ grievances about a widening of trade deficit can
be addressed by Indian FDI because the latter will add to the host country’s
volume and value of exports. This has happened with Sri Lanka, and in a
lesser—and more messy way—with Nepal. This can happen with Bangladesh
and Pakistan. But FDI can’t cure the fear of trade if SAARC members fear FDI,
too. And here, India’s case for delivering a sermon to its South Asian
neighbours is not as strong as South Block may think.

The world's second fastest growing economy is itself afraid of FDI. This,
despite more than a decade of reforms. And despite the serial proof that FDI
has encouraged domestic economic activity, not killed it. Dhaka can well tell
Delhi not to lecture it on the benefits of foreign investment, when tortuous
negotiations have to precede a simple matter like hiking FDI limits on telecom
in India. 1slamabad, if it wants, can recall amusing stories about how FDI in the
retail sector has been a victim of a supposed traders’ lobby. Every bit of
resistance Dhaka staged over the Tata investment proposal — over
clearances, over supplies of the chief raw material, over incentives — would
find an echo in the manner Delhi has chosen to handle dozens of FDI projects.
India has been there, done that.

Bangladesh shouldn’t go there. Neither should Pakistan, or any other SAARC
member. But they can hardly ignore the point that India still doesn't have a
simple, transparent policy for FDI: make government clearances redundant for
all sectors, barring those figuring in a very small, publicly known negative list.
As the Tatas struggles with Dhaka’s obstructionism, many in India will recall
what Delhi did to the Tata-Singapore Airlines proposal. The worrying thing is
Dhaka may remember it, too.

URL: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=81664
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PM moots united colours of Saarc {

BAJINDER PAL SINGH

CHANDIGARH, NOV 9 A week before the beginning of the SAARC summit,
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh mooted the expansion of SAARC as a
regional trade bloc and an economic union.

Expressing his happiness at the arrival of South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA), Singh described it as “the first step in the evolution of SAARC as a
regional trade bloc and an economic union”. Regional economic integration is
more about finding an engine of growth rather than just promoting trade, he
said.

Coming a few days before the SAARC summit, his remarks seemed a tactic to
set the agenda for the talks and pre-empt any move to derail the process of
regional economic union.

Citing the examples of EU, ASEAN Free Trade Area and proposed Free Trade
Area of Americas (FTAA), the PM stressed that India’s neighbours must see it
as a land of opportunity. He also identified the fight against terrorism and
poverty as “indivisible”, stating that no country can pretend that some one’s
terrorists could be some one else's freedom fighter.

Attempting to allay fears of India being the big brother, the Prime Minister cited
instances of benefits accrued by Sri Lanka and Nepal from bilateral trade
agreements with India. “The lesson from recent experiences of regional
economic integration in South Asia is that smaller and poorer countries benefit
more as their trade becomes more balanced”, Dr Manmohan Singh said.He
cited the case of EU where countries with lower income level like Spain,
Portugal and Greece have benefited from economic integration.

Delivering the inaugural address at the P N Haskar Memorial Conference at
the Centre for Resarch in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID), an
institute which he once headed, Dr Singh remarked that South Asia shares
boundaries and civilisation roots.

“The two recent natural disasters, tsunami last year and the recent earthquake
have proved that even nature has ordained it so”, he added.

Describing SAFTA as a forerunner of deeper economic integration in the
region, the PM cited two examples, one of Sri Lanka and the other of Nepal.

In Sri Lanka, an Indian tyre company has set up a large export-oriented plant
to take advantage of local supply of natural rubber. Today, India is the third
largest investor in the island. Indian consumer goods companies have invested
in Nepali, resulting in the same items becoming the most important exports to
India.

http://www.indianexpress.com/print.php?content 1d=81703 12/21/2005
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42,000 INJURED, GOVT HELP YET TO REACH BALKOT IN POK

30,000 feared dead

- J&Ktoll t

A seriously-injured Kashmiri woman pleads for help from a Pakistani soldier. (Below) Pakistani soldiers search for victims in the debris of a

school. In PoK capital Muzaffarabad on Sunday. — AFP (More reports on pages 2 & 5)

BALAKOT (PoK), Oct. 9.
Villagers desperate to find earth-
quake survivors dug with bare hands
on Sunday into collapsed homes and
schools where children had been
heard crying under the rubble.
Officials said nearly 20,000 bodies
had been counted, but estimated the
toll could exceed 30,000. The quake is
believed to have killed many students
in Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir, said
the region’s communications minister

peratures. Mr Mahmmod said the
army was providing help to survivors
only in PoK’s major cities and towns
and that the troops had not started
relief work in remote villages where
people were still buried in the rubble,
and in some areas, nobody was pre-
sent to organise funerals for the
dead.” “We are handling the worst

Adisaster in Pakistan’s history,” said

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, the coun-

try’s top military spokesman.

Two survivors — a boy and a
woman — were pulled out on Sunday

' from a destroyed apartment building

Mr Tarig Mahmmod. Pakistan army
too suffered heavy casualties in the
devastating earthquake which left 215
of its soldiers posted in PoK dead and
424 others injured there, defence
spokesman Maj .Gen. Shaukat Sultan
told the media here today.

Earlier, Pakistan’s interior minister,
Mr Aftab Khan Sherpao, had said his
country’s death toll was 19,136 —
17,388 of them in PoK — and 42,397
were injured. The worst-hit city was
the PoK capital, Muzaffarabad,
where 11,000 died, Mr Sherpao said.
Many survivors were left without shel-
ter in near-freezing nighttime tem-

in Islamabad. They were listed in a
stable condition and said others were
trapped alive, said Adil Inayat, a doc-
tor at Islamabad’s PIMS hospital. At
least 24 people died in the building,
and dozens were injured. Officials
fear dozens are still trapped.
Pakistani military helicopters fer-
ried troops and supplies to some
areas, but there was no sign of gov-
ernment help in Balakot, a northern
town of 30,000 where the quake lev-
elled the main bazaar, crushing shop-
pers and sending gas cylinders, bricks,
tomatoes and onions spilling into the
streets. Injured people covered by

shawls lay in the street, waiting for
medical care. Residents carried bod-
ies on wooden planks. The bodies of
four children, between 4 and 6, lay
under a sheet of corrugated iron. “We
don’t have anything to bury them
with,” said a cousin, Saqib Swati.

Nearby, business administration
student Faizan Farooq, 19, stood out-
side the rubble of a four-story school,
where at least 250 pupils were feared
trapped. Farooq said at first he’d
heard children crying for help under
the rubble. “Now there’s no sign of
life,” he said. “We can’t do this with-
out the army’s help. Nobody has
come here to help us.” |

Elsewhere in Balakot, 100 km north
of Islamabad, shop owner
Mohammed Igbal said two primary
schools also collapsed. He said more
than 500 students were feared dead.
Several International Federation of
Red Cross trucks laden with tents,
food, medicine and other aid were
trying to reach the hard-hit areas in
Pakistan, said Ms Layla Berlemont, a
spokeswoman for the group. A UN
disaster coordination team arrived in
Islamabad on Sunday and quickly
began setting up centres to coordi-
nate international relief efforts.

The USA is sending cash and cight
helicopters to Pakistan to help with
rescue and recovery, President
George W Bush said on Sunday. " The
USA wants to help,” Mr Bush said
from the Oval Office.

Aftershocks

Two aftershocks, one measuring 6.0
on the Richter Scale, rocked parts of
Pakistan and Gujarat’s Kutch region
early today. A tremor measuring 4.1
on the Richter Scale shook Kutch
region at 2.18 a.m. (IST). The region
had suffered large-scale destruction
in a monster carthquake in January
2001. Another quake, measuring 6.0
on the Richter Scale, shook northern
parts of Pakistan at 2.43 a.m.
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in Pakistan
ouches 450,

Rs 42 cr more pledged

Tragedy truce

JAMMU, Oct. 8. — It took the nature’s fury to bring the feuding
neighbours together. And, the Army was perhaps the first witn-
ess to this change of heart. An Indian soldier serving in Tang-
dhar sector had mistakenly crossed the Line of Control during
yesterday’s catastrophe {0 enter PoK territory. The Pakistanis
brought back the man today. Governor Lt. Gen. (Retd) SK Sin-
ha confirmed this. The defence personnel, on their part, held
flag meetings along the LoC with Pakistan Commanders and
offered help. Meanwhile, the *Peace Bridge” linking J&K and
PoK repaired this year after decades following a thaw in rela-
tions, nearly collapsed in the earthquake, Army spokesman
Col. JS Juneja said today. “Two piers of Aman Setu have been
damaged on the Pakistani side and sunk there. It is now un-
‘operational,” he said, adding this would disrupt the Srinagar-

Kavita Surl in Jammu

Oct. 9. — As the toll in
Jammu and Kashmir in
Saturday’s devastating
earthquake touched 450,
the state was promised Rs
42 crore from the Natural
Calamity Fund besides the
Rs 100 crore already
pledged to it by the Centre,
UPA chairperson Mrs
Sonia Gandhi and defence
minister Mr  Pranab
Mukherjee today flew in to
the state to take stock of
the situation arising out of
the devastating seismic
upheaval. The Chief of the
Army Staff, General JJ
Singh, and senior Congress
leader Mrs Ambika Soni
also accompanied them.
Soon after her arrival at
Srinagar early this morning,
Mrs Gandhi flew to Uri and
Tangdhar with chief minis-
ter Mufti Mohammad Say-

eed, Mr Mukherjee, Mr-

Ghulam Nabi Azad, Gen.
JJ Singh and Ms Meh-
booba Mufti. Commiser-
ating with the quake-hit pe-
ople, Mrs Gandhi assured
them Centre’s full support
and cooperation in rehabil-
itation,

“Hum aapke gam mein
barabar ke sharik hein (we
are with you in these testing
times),” she said. Mrs
Gandhi also directed Mr

Muzaffarabad bus service, adds AP, — SNS

Ghulam Nabi Azad to per- shocks, people camped in
sonally monitor the rescue  the open last night. Senior
operations. Congress leader Mr Taj

Mr Mukherjee said the
Army was geared up to do
its best. He announced that
J&K would receive an addi-
tional Rs 42 crore from the
Natural Calamity Fund.
Mufti Sayeed said the gov-
ernment would take at least
two-three days to reach all
the tremor-struck villages.
The state has closed all
educational institutions in
Kashmir for two days and
postponed the annual tests.

Nearly 280 bodies — 258
civilians, 19 Armymen and
three BSF jawans — were
pulled out on Sunday from
the worst-hit Tangdhar,
Kupwara. There is no news
yet from four villages in
Teetwal. Fearino after-

Mohiduddin said 10,000
tents will soon be distrib-
uted among the survivors.
The Army flew more than
100 tonnes of food and
other ration and 20 tonnes
of medicine to Uri and
Tangdhar, where the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police,
trained in disaster manage-
ment, has been deployed.
Some 2,000 policemen and
Home Guards are helping
in relief efforts and the
state has provided them
with satellite phones to
keep the line of communi-
cation alive between
Srinagar and the remote

areas. The IAF is airlifting
survivors to make<shift hos
pitals.
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COMMON
CURSE...

Thousands die

IMTIAZ GULAND
MUKHTARAHMAD

Islamabad/ Baramulla,
Oct. 8: India and Pakistan
were tied together in trag-
edy today by a natural ph-
enomenon far more unfat-
homable than the manma-
de factors that led to Parti-
tion over half-a-century
ago.

" A mighty earthquake kil-
led thousands in Pakistan
and hundreds in India at 9.20
am (IST), wreaking havoc in
Kashmirs on both sides.

Pakistan, where the epi-
centre was located, bore the
brunt with as many as 400 chil-
dren reported killed in two
schools and two apartment

Pak hit hardest
Valley bleeds

towns and villages.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, Sonia Gandhi and
other top Congress leaders —
discussing the political
tremors that hit the party with
yesterday’s court verdict on
Bihar — were rushed out of
their Chandigarh conclave
venue as the doors and win-
dows began to rattle.

By then, villages had vani-
shed and towns turned to rub-
ble in the northern mountains
and valleys.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
Uri town was the worst hit,
with 130 dead. “Eighty per
cent houses have either caved
in or developed cracks in the
town,” said Javed Mukhdoo-
mi, state inspector-general of

{January 28, 2001}
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A Pakistani woman lee'wes a
collapsed building in
Islamabad

A Kashmiri woman

blocks in an affluent locality police. outside her damaged
reduced to ruins. Over 1,000 In Islamabad, Pakistan home in Uri
died in Pakistan- occupled President Pervez Musharraf ND CURE
rgey . visited the site where two . , A )
B, blocks of a 10-storey apart- Epacemfe . )
- TODAY,S QUEST“,N vl ment bu11d1ng had come INTENSITY: 7.4-7.6 The tWO‘day'Old hotline
Q: Are our highrises sate from quakes? crashing down, trapping over between the Indian and
°P“g'|\'ﬂss= ao‘u‘r(?es«lb—NO 100 residents, their moans Pakistan foreign secretaries
tpoll <your optionsio 8243 audible between the wails of IMPACT crackled to hfebwgﬁgeﬂu
YESTERDAY’S RESULT ambulance sirens on t ‘e o offe amabat
0: Shoutd the Supreme Court have streets. The government said The deeper the Manmohan Singh and P}‘:r't
cancelled the Bihar polls? all Indians in the capital were e the h gh vez Musharraf also spoke to
1 89.29% Y 10.71% |} safe. picentre, the higher each other and decided to
" Avaitale to Hutch, Airtel, Tata Indicom Slngh sent a message of “‘e "sk for hlghnses stay in touch. Pakistan said
BSNL and Reliance subscribers solidarity to the Pakistan it was willing to cooperate
President, saying: “While schoolhoy Um with the Indian Army.

Kashmir, 850 in North West
Frontier Province and 300 in
Jammu and Kashmir amid
collapsing buildings and
bunkers.

“Everything around me
was swinging,” said Moham-
mad Zaman, 55, in Srinagar.
“The earth was heaving, the
houses were shaking, the
mighty Chinars were swaying
forwards and backwards. I
thought doomsday had ar-
rived.”

On the Line of Control,
shelters turned death traps
with at least 36 soldiers en-
tombed in their bunkers on
the Indian side. Across the
border, Pakistan counted 200
“martyrs” among its troops.

The quake was centred
90 km northeast of Islamabad
and 125 km northwest of Sri-
nagar; but the wobble was felt
from Kabul to Delhi to the far-
away coasts of Gujarat and
Chittagong, triggering panic
on streets and in homes across

parts of India have also suf-
fered... we are prepared to ex-
tend any assistance with res-
cue and relief which you may
deem appropriate.”

Singh and Musharraf later
spoke to each other and ex-
changed offers of help. They
also agreed to stay in touch
regularly till rescue-and-relief
operations stabilise.

Britain and the European
Union promptly offered help,
with global aid agency Oxfam
appealing for an urgent supply
of “winterised tents and
blankets” for the “most-aft-
ected” Pakistan-administered
Kashmir.

Hundreds of houses have
collapsed in Jammu and Kash-
mir, too, where hospitals are
crammed with patients.

Landslides have cut off
Srinagar from the rest of
India and also blocked the
road to Muzaffarabad, re-
opened to traffic earlier this
year after six decades.




BEHIND
THE NEWS

VIR Sanghvi
New York, September 16

ON THURSDAY afternoon, US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice dropped in to meet
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at his hotel
in New York. Rice’s agenda was wide-ranging:
to discuss the whole gamut of India-US rela-
tions and to ascertain India’s position on the
Iran issue.

But once these issues were out of the way,
she made an unusual request. Could India
please do something to help General Mushar-
raf? The General needed something to con-
vince his people back in Pakistan that the
peace process had yielded results. He needed to
take back a concrete concession by India —
perhaps on the withdrawal of some troops
from Kashmir.

Dr Manmohan Singh was polite but ex-
plained to the US Secretary of State that such
concessions were only possible when India was
convinced that Pakistan has stopped assisting
cross-boarder terrorists. Nevertheless, Rice’s
plea had the effect of annoying Indian officials.

While India has tried to stop defining its for-
eign policy in terms of Pakistan and therefore,
did not mind that President Bush hosted a din-
ner for Musharraf (Manmohan met Bush at the
Waldorf Astoria but there was no attempt to
turn the encounter into an occasion), there has
been considerable disquiet over what is clearly
a change of stance for the General. And there
are concerns that he has got Washington to
back him in his latest bid to extract concessions
from India.

The shift in the General’s position took the
Indian delegation by surprise. Before the visit
began, intelligence reports, the progress of
back-channel diplomacy and assessments by
our mission in Islamabad suggested that the
General was content with the state of India-
Pakistan relations and the pace of negotiations.

Then, Musharraf’s speech at the General As-
sembly shattered this view. Last year, the General
had made a non-controversial speech. But this
vear, he was back to talking about the ‘core issue’
of Kashmir and comparing it to Palestine. Before
the speech, there had been another minor inci-
dent. Manmohan Singh’s Media Advisor, Sanjaya
Baru, had gone on television to announce, some-
what gratuitously, that the Indian PM had told
President Bush that Pakistan was encouraging
cross-boarder terrorism. The Pakistanis had re-
sponded by publicly demanding treop with-
drawals from Kashmir.

Even so, these skirmishes between officials
did nothing to prepare the delegation for
Musharraf’s sabre-rattling speech. On Wednes-
day evening, Manmohan Singh held a crisis
meeting in his suite which was attended by For-
eign Minister Natwar Singh, National Security
Advisor M.K. Narayanan and Foreign Secre-
tary Shyam Saran.

The men studied Musharraf’s speech and
then looked at the speech he had delivered at
last year’s General Assembly. There was no
doubt that the tone was radically different --
something that Narayanan’s back-channel
diplomacy had not led him to expect.

None of this augured well for the small dinner
that Mal}rnohan Singh was hosting for the Gen-

eral at his hotel later in the evening. The Prime
Minister decided that he would confront Mushar-
raf over the change of stance.

When the General arrived for dinner, he wus
bluff and full of bluster. Asked about the change
i 1iiS position, he dented there had been any
change. The Indians offered to show him the two
speeches — last year’s and this year’s — and
Musharraf finally conceded that he might have
sounded more strident this year. But this was
only because some speech-writer might have got
carried away. If the Indians liked, he would issue
a clarification.

This statement mystified the delegation.
Could the President of Pakistan really not have
noticed that his speech was so strident?

The doubts were cleared up when Mushar-
raf suddenly began making a series of de-
mands. Why was the Indian government re-
fusing to let Mehbooba Mufti visit Pakistan?
On the contrary, said Dr Singh, it was Pak-
istan that had refused her a visa when she had
wanted to travel on the bus. She could 2o to
Pakistan any time she liked, as far as New Del-
hi was concerned.

What about withdrawing some troops from
Kashmir, then? Well, said Dr Singh, some
troops had already been withdrawn. That was
not very convincing, responded Musharraf,
The troops had only been shifted to nearby
bases. They could be sent back to Kashmir
whenever India wanted.

The Indians protested that once troops had
been withdrawn, it was hardly Musharraf’s
business where they were now stationed. No,
said the General — he wanted to see more with-
drawals.

Manmohan Singh restated India’s position.
Infiltration had gone down but violence in the
Valley was up. Intelligence reports suggested
that 31 terrorist training camps still functioned
in Pakistan. Unless these were dismantled and
the violence went down, no sensible govern-
ment could afford to withdraw troops.

The General argued that all the terror camps
had been dismantled and that about five camps
for rehabilitation were all that remained. As
for the violence, this was caused by militants
who were already inside Kashmir, so there was
nothing he could do. The Indians were just be-
ing stubborn.

So this debate raged, Musharraf cut to the
chase. It would do very well to talk about the

llgharrafie ni'hvihm
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to Manmohan:
My people are
getting impatient.
They need some-
thing concrete.
Can’t you give
me something to
take back?

bus, about trade, about people-to-people con-
tacts, about Sir Creek and about Siachen. But as
far as Pakistan was concerned, the peace
process would go nowhere unless India agreed
to major concessions on Kashmir.

So, what did Manmohan Singh really want?
What was the ultimate objective of these talks
from theIndian perspective?

The nonplussed Indian delegation repeated
India’s ppsition. Manmohan Singh did not have
a mandate to redraw India’s border. No Indian
Prime Minister would get such a mandate in
the foreseeable future . The purpose of the
beace process was to change the mindset of
people on both sides of the border so that some
solution was possible. Surely, Musharraf knew
all this? Manmohan Singh had explained it to
him at last year’s General Assembly.

But the General was unrelenting. His people
were getting impatient, he said. They needed
something concrete. Couldn’t the Indians give
him something to take back?

And so it went for three hours, The General
was, in turn, hostile and petulant. And
though the Indians tried to be patient they
were clearly baffled by the turn the relation-
ship had tak/eﬁ.

Eventually, with the talks going nowhere, they

moved to the dinner table. After an initial stiff-
ness, Musharraf finally relaxed a little and talked

about cricket and his children. He is believed to
have alen acctirad Mol o Simah that whila he
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is convinced that Sarabjit Singh is guilty, he will

not let him hang,

All this elevated the mood somewkat but v
the time dinner was over; the Indians tad 4 1y,
problem. Around 75 journalists had beey 1’nv§ll
to the hotel for a post-dinner briefing. Iy, Ot
clear, however, what the two leaders coul tethe
press. A joint statement — bland and creul to
blur the differences — was drafted bysreign
Secretary Shyam Saran and Pakistan’smbas-
sador to the United Nations, and preged for
distribution.

The press conference, though, was fiasco.
The two men read out the bland stement.
Musharraf answered one question butfanmo-
han Singh seemed unwilling to say vey much,
departing after giving half an answer.

The journalists, who had been kep waiting
for four hours reckoned this was iot good
enough. Though it was now late in the night in
New York, it was daytime in India ard the TV
channels needed instant responses.

The Indian side then made yet another fatal
error of media management. Rather than try
and organise some damage control, the PMO de-
cided it had nothing to say, told

. — that reached the su’bc’m.m-
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age as a sucedl beace-maker and see ngly
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the prospeﬁ{ghis particular peace proce >

\dian delegation §crambles 0
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" %AW and the rest of the nati
gence becaus us had not predicted how
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al security aff®
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The consen' ushed into a tighter
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the journalists to go home and - —— —
said that there would be a briefing |
by Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran the next morning — or sev-
eral hours later.
Inevitably, the journos headel
for the Roosevelt Hotel where tle
Pakistanis were based. ;
The Pakistani delegatidys
media management is vastly su-
perior to the Indian variety and
so Pakistani media managers
were happy to offer a blow-by-
blow account of the dinner, cast-
ing Musharraf as the decent
man who wanted demilitarisa-
tion while the Indians came off
as slippery and unwilling to con-
cede anything.
While the Indian delegation w -
slept, it was this characterisa- F
tion of the dinner — as another
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“No intent to perpetuate status quo in Maldives”

The new Foreign Minister of the Maldives, Ahmed Shaheed, has been his country’s
Foreign Secretary and chief government spokesman. On his first visit to India in his new
post. he answered a range of questions.

Amit Baruah

How did your talks with External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh go?

Ahmed Shaheed: I've always believed
that the success of a Foreign Minister of the
Maldives would depend pretty much on how
well he can develop a rapport with the Indi-
an External Affairs Minister. India and the
Maldives have always had very good rela-
tions, and I am confident of developing these
further.

We decided to co-sponsor the G-4 resolu-
tion [for U.N. Security Council reform] be-
cause we believe it’s also a seat for South
Asia in some senses because we are partners
in SAARC. Success for India in this [Security
Council] effort will elevate our own standing
in the councils of the world. In a globalised
world, it’s very important that South Asia
has the just voice that it deserves in the
councils of the U.N.

India has been very active in peacekeep-
ing operations, it has been very active in the
case of the Maldives in assuring peace and
progress in the region; and also has a very
high profile ...

Do you see the recent cooperation between
India and the Maldives after the tsunamias a
model for the future?

Absolutely. If you want to lock at models,
there are many examples — not only the
tsunami collaboration, but also the assist-
ance that you rendered to us in 1988 — when
we had a security threat against the
Maldives.

When the tsunami struck, the first thing I
did as government spokesman [then] was to
call the Indian High Commissioner and
asked him what had happened in the Anda-
mans. Immediately, we got the Indian re-
sponse in terms of dispatching relief and
logistical assistance.

How has the process of rehabilitation gone
in the Maldives after the tsunami? Are
tourists returning to the Maldives?

Unfortunately, the recovery is very slow.
Tourists aren’t coming back in large num-
bers. Tourism, even today, is 50 per cent of
what it was last year. This is a serious con-
cern because our way to recovery is through
tourism.

The reconstruction programme is going
forward. But we were the only nation where
the tsunami affected the entire country. The
whole nation is reeling from it.

The short answer is that recovery is slow.
We remain concerned about the sluggish
recovery of tourism, but we remain buoyant
that we will be able to ... [make a] recovery
vith international support.

We are moving towards the SAARC summit in
Dhaka. Do you think the South Asia Free
Trade Area (SAFTA) deadline of January 1,
2006, will be met?

We are happy at the way SAARC has come
~ng because we now have regular meet-
“here is a forum for us to sit and talk,

Ahmed Shaheed: “The Maldivian Government is committed to democracy.” —
- PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

there is a sense of a common identity devel-
oping. There have been benefits from that.

Now, for free trade, of course, they
[SAARC leaders] signed an agreement in Is-
lamabad [January 2004]. I believe not only
is there scope for free trade, but a necessity
to develop that.

It’s hard for me to say at this point [if the
SAFTA deadline will be met]. Not all the
negotiations have moved at the same pace.
For the Maldives, it’s very important that
SAFTA be operationalised by the time-
frame [set in Islamabad].

Turning to internal issues in the Maldives,
are we going to see the formation of
genuine, multiparty democracy in your
country?

Absolutely. The Government’s priority
now, having introduced a multiparty system,
is to ensure that we build the free institu-
tions that are required to support a func-
tioning, multiparty democracy. A revised
electoral system that can support multipar-
ty elections and a free press ... a judiciary,

which is independent.

Equally important is voter education. Be-
fore we go to a multiparty framework, they
[the people] should know how they’ve been
empowered in this process. We have to cre-
ate political awareness.

When will the new constitution come into
force?

The Government had hoped that it would
be ready by the end of the current year. But,
it’s only now that we are approaching the
conclusion of its standing orders. We've
been disappointed by the slow progress. Qur
target is still, hopefully, the end of the year.

But, we are also conscious of the fact we
need the expertise to have a modern, work-
ing constitution in place. We are talking to
the Commonwealth, we would be happy to
welcome experts from the Government of
India.

We've had a preliminary exchange of
views on this subject [of getting the services
of Indian legal experts]. A lot of this would
depend on the Assembly [Majlis]. We cannot

present experts to the Assembly.

In August fast year, there were some very
unfortunate events in the Maldives. Amnest)
International says that at least 22 persons
were subjected to physical abuse and
torture. Is the Government planning to
prosecute those responsible for these
excesses?

We will, of course, prosecute those wh
are found responsible for these abuses
We've asked [the new] human rights com
mission to investigate. I think they are doin;
it.

The Government is committed to improv-
ing the human rights record of the country.
In fact, we signed the convention against
torture last year. We've also introduced a
five-year action plan to overhaul the entire
judicial system.

Are there any political detenus in the
Maldives?

No, but there were some [recent] troubles
in the Maldives on the anniversary of last
year’s problems. The Home Ministry had
given permission for two meetings to be
held, but said they would move against ele-
ments that created disorder.

Despite this caution, some elements de-
cided to instigate crowds. The police had to
disperse them and make some arrests; this
included the Chairperson of the Maldives
Democratic Party [Mohammed Nasheed].

When things were descending into public
disorder, the police had to make more ar-
rests. As we speak, 38 are in police custody,
but they are not political prisoners, they are
not there because of their political views.
Many of them will be released as things calm
down.

Can such events make the Maldives take a
step back from creating a full democracy?

The Government is determined not to
step back. But we found over the past 12
months that not everybody that wears the
garb of democracy wants democracy ... there
are some concerns about extremism from
religious groups.

But the Government remains committed
to democracy, because in the long run, that is
the only way in which we can maintain peace
and law and order. We will not be deterred
from our path of full democracy, but we will
have to make sure that law and order is
respected by all parties.

The interpretation of law and order is
sometimes convenient to perpetuate the
status quo.

I think we’ve done enough over the past
one year to demonstrate that there is no
intent at all to perpetuate the status quo.
The President [Maumoon Abdul Gayoom}
has voluntarily given up many of his prerog-
atives and powers; the whole agenda has
been voluntarily set forth by him.

His [Gayoom’s] intent is to create as his
legacy a functioning democracy. That’s his
ambition, that’s his goal. This does not entail
perpetuating the status quo.
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Delhi wangles anti-terror pledge
y S 4 I have come

with a change
of heart: Gen

New Delhi: Surmounting the terrorism-relat-
ed hitches delaying the joint statement, India
and Pakistan on Monday unveiled a document
that pledged not to let militancy impede the “ir-
reversible” peace process and presented a se-
ries of measures to bolster people-to-people
contact.

The statement, read out by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh with Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf by his side at Hyderabad
House, where they held talks on Sunday, also
agreed to address the Kashmir dispute in a
“purposeful and forward looking manner” for
a final settlement.

Among the fresh confidence building meas-
ures announced was an increase in the fre-
quency of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus and
a decision to allow trucks to ply on the route to
promote trade—a victory for India’s “softer
border” policy. The neighbours also agreed to
open additional routes between Poonch and
Rawalkot and start the Khokhrapar-Monabao
rail link by January 1, 2006.

The two-page statement, signed at the end of
Musharraf’s three-day visit, expressed hopes of
an early start of another bus service between
Amritsar and Lahore and to religious places
such as Nankana Sahib in Pakistan.

Condemning the attempts to disrupt the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus service, the two lead-
ers pledged that they would “not allow terror-
ism to impede the peace process”, the state-
ment said.

Singh said the two sides discussed Kashmir
and agreed to continue these discussions in a
“sincere and purposeful and forward looking
manner for a final settlement”.

Both sides “assessed positively” the progress
made so far through confidence building meas-
ures, people-to-people contacts and enhancing
areas of interaction and were determined to

i
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Prime Minister Manmohan Singh shakes

hands with Pakistan President Musharraf after a joint

w

statement in New Delhi on Monday

Advocates ‘out of hox’ solutlon without any
rigid time frame )
~ Rules out military option
-~ Floats a new three-phased approach to the
_ prodlem
-~ Says LoC cannot be permanent border
build on the momentum.
Significantly, the document mentioned the
joint press statement made in January last year
during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit and the
statement issued in New York a few months lat-
er after Singh's first meeting with Musharraf.
Both had spoken about Musharraf’s assurance
not to allow territory under Pakistan's control
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to be used by terrorists against India.

Unlike the failed Agra Summit in 2001, the at-
mosphere this time was one of bonhomie and
smiles all around. It was agreed that respective
consulates in Mumbai and Karachi would be
opened before the end of this year.

The statement said, conscious of the “his-
toric opportunity” created by the improved en-
vironment in relations and the overwhelming
desire of the peoples of the two nations for
“durable peace”, the two leaders had “substan-
tive talks” on all issues. “They determined that
the peace process was now irreversible,” the
statement said. In line with the view that the
neighbours would work together for greater
prosperity in the region, the statement called
for reactivation of the joint economic commis-
sion as early as possible and agreed that the
joint business council should meet soon. e
» Pak media hails Musharraf’s visit, Page 10

AN SN A AVINS, P

New Delhi: Declaring that
he has had a change of heart,
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf on Monday ruled
out a military option to re-
solve the Kashmir issue and
instead advocated an “out of
box” solution without any
“rigid timeframe.”

At the very outset, he re-
marked that he disagreed
with some Indian media
headlines that “he had come
with the same heart” and
said, “I have come with a new
heart.”

Asked what had led to his
change of heart—outside
pressure, public opinion or
his own realisation—the
President said, “I think itisa
combination of all. I think
the world has changed very
much, specially after 9/11.”
The world was now so fo-
cussed on economic develop-
ment and conflict resolution
had come to the forefront.

Summing up his three-day
visit to New Delhi at a break-
fast meeting with a select
group of editors, the Pakistani
ruler said that he had achieved
more than what he expected
and that both sides had adopt-
ed a flexible approach.

India and Pakistan need to
discuss Kashmir by
analysing in deeper context

the issue of independence,
qplf anrn

joint control and joint man-
agement on a step-by-step ba-
sis for a solution that would
be acceptable to India, Pak-
istan and the people of the
state, he said, while caution-
ing that the issue could
“erupt” in the future.

In sharp contrast to the
tough rhetoric that had
marked his breakfast meeting
with Indian Editors at Agra
four years ago, it was a differ-
ent General during the hour-
long interaction on Monday
morning. He was his usual
candid self but his answers
did not not have the harsh
tone that contributed to the
failure of the Agra summit.

But, for his audience back
home, he proposed a three-
phased approach on Kashmir
consisting of “broadly ascer-
taining” the will of Kashmiris
to “set a broad direction,”
evolving a consensus “through
debate and discussion” and
lastly; the top leadership of In-
dia and Pakistan taking a deci-
sion on this basis.

Musharraf answered ques-
tions on his discussions with
PM Manmohan Singh cover-
ing the Kashmir issue, Confi-
dence Building Measures
(CBMs), terrorism, Iran gas
pipeline through Pakistani
territory, trade and com-
merce and the ThAn Dal Ann



Play over,

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 17: After
the tame loss at Feroze-
shah Kotla, India man-
aged an honourable draw
with Pakistan at the diplo-
matic table.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh reminded General
Pervez Musharraf about ter-
rorism and was reminded of
Kashmir. If that gives the im-
pression that nothing much
has changed, there is the
promise of a joint statement
tomorrow which will encap-
sulate the progress made by
the two sides.

“The joint statement will
reflect the progress on all is-
sues, including Kashmir”
Pakistan foreign minister
Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri
said.

(PTI reported late tonight
that differences over wordings
related to terrorism and confi-
dence-building measures have

"TRADE TO TRAIN
Both sides agreed to
oRevive joint trade panel
eSet up husiness council
oRun train between
Munabao and Khokrapar
from December

eRaise frequency of
Srinagar bus

[ Joint statement |
Expected 1 touch on
eSiachen . -
eBaglihar dam
o Sir Creek

oConsulates in Karachi
and Mumbai

delayed the final draft of the
statement.)

The two leaders watched
some cricket in the morning,
with Musharraf explaining
LWF (last wicket fell) and such
scoreboard mysteries to the
uninitiated like the Prime
Minister’s wife, Gursharan
Kaur — not that Singh himself
is an aficionado.

A lengthy meeting follo-
wed, so protracted that Mus-
harraf was late for lunch with
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

The slate of decisions

taken today contained a re-
solve to start the railway serv-
ice between Khokrapar in Ra-
jasthan and Munabao in Sind
in December while at the busi-
ness end, the joint commis-
sion to push trade and eco-
nomic cooperation would be
revived.

All other proposals, espe-
cially those on Kashmir put on
the table by India for greater
people-to-people contact and
turning the Line of Control
into a soft border, were greeted
by the Pakistan side with an
assurance of favourable
consideration.

If that left a sense of disap-
pointment in the already
heavy-with-cricket-grief air of
Delhi, the agreement to issue a
joint statement was seen as a
positive development, given
the dramatic breakdown of
talks in Agra in 2001 with
much acrimony exchanged be-
tween the two sides over a sim-
ilar document.

During the talks today,
Delhi ensured that Islamabad
did not gloss over its commit-
ment to stop terrorist activi-
ties directed against India
while highlighting that —
though there was no dramatic
breakthrough on Kashmir —
the two sides remained en-
gaged in negotiations.

Singh sought an unam-
biguous re-affirmation from
Musharraf of his commit-
ment to prevent terrorism.

Foreign secretary Shyam
Saran said Singh referred to
the January 6 joint statement
issued in Islamabad last year
by Musharraf and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, in which the Pak-
istan President had promised
not to allow terrorist activity
from Pakistani territory.

“We have to ensure that the
positive ambience in our bilat-
eral relationship is not thwart-
ed by terrorists,” Saran quot-
ed Singh as saying.

Musharraf acknowledged
the improvement in bilateral
relations but, just as terrorism
was sticking in Singh'’s throat,
the Pakistan President
coughed out Kashmir. Confi-
dence-building measures
could continue in other areas,
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Manmohan Singh waves to the crowd and Pervez Musharraf salutes during the Kotla match on Sunday. (PTI)

he said,-adding that India and
Pakistan must “seize the op-
portunity” to move closer to-
wards resolving Kashmir.

The few words he spoke in
public were the right words.
Talks were going in the “right
direction”, held in a “positive
atmosphere” and had an “opti-
mistic note” to them.

The “note” was so high
that the Beatles’ I want to hold
your hand was played by the
military band at Kalam’s
luncheon party.

The Pakistan President
freely offered invitations to
visit Pakistan — to Singh,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and the leader of Opp-
osition, L.K. Advani. He will
meet Vajpayee tomorrow.

The two sides agreed to in-
crease the frequency of the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
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- sérvice, but there was no ac- |-

cord on similar routes across
the LoC. Nor was there a con-
sensus on meeting points for
divided Kashmiri families.

On the disputed Baglihar
dam, the Prime Minister as-
sured Musharraf that India
would not do anything to
harm Pakistan’s interest. But
the visitors gave no assurance
to recall the dispute from
World Bank mediation.

On the gas pipeline
projects — from Iran and
Turkmenistan — and on pro-
posals to establish trade and
transit routes through Pak-

istan for Indian goods to the .

Gulf and Central Asia, there
was no movement, though
neither side wanted to make
an issue of the lack of
agreement.

M See Page 6
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Gifts for
all shades

ot many will agree that

the best gift India gave
Pervez Musharraf was the
cricket win, but it was a day of
presents all right.

Manmohan Singh handed
him a painting of Naharwali
Haveli in Old Delhi where
Musharraf spent his early
childhood (below).

The Prime Minister also
gave the Pakistan President
his birth certificate and those

of his elder brother and sister,
all of whom were born in
Delhi. The papers were bound
in leather (above right).

In return, Musharraf
presented Singh with a silver
engraving of Lahore enclosed
in a wooden box (right).

esult withheld

Musharraf had an unusu-
al gift for L.K. Advani. He
brought along an album of
photographs from Advani’s
school days in Pakistan.

Advani said it was a
“precious” gift. Both had stud-
ied at Karachi’s St Patrick,
about which they chatted for a
while.

Sources said Advani is
likely to send a return gift
tomorrow,




23 APR 2005

PM to meet
King, Nepal
frees leaders

.
‘H _PTI

Nilova Roy Chaud l%
and Agencies
Jarkarta/Kathmandu, April 22

MANMOHAN SINGH and King
Gyanendra have cleared the
decks for a meeting in Jakarta
on Saturday.

The Prime Minister on Friday
confirmed that he had agreed to
meet Nepal’s monarch on the
sidelines of the Asian-African
summit. This was after external
affairs minister Natwar Singh
had met the King in Jakarta and
called for speedy release of de-
tained political leaders and lift-
ing of Emergency and media
censorship in Nepal.

As if in response, Nepalese au-
thorities in Kathmandu released
61 leaders, including former
Deputy Prime Minister Bharat
Mohan Adhikari, who had been
under house arrest.

On his way to Jakarta, Man-
mohan explained why he had
agreed to meet Gynanendra. “We
can choose our friends, but not
our neighbours,” he said. In Feb-
ruary, India had pulled out of the
Saarc summit, and reporters
asked Singh what had changed
since then. “We never said we
would not talk to our neighbours.
I look forward to meeting the
Nepalese monarch,” he replied.

The PM said he would try to
get “an assessment” of the situa-
tion in Nepal from Gyanendra.
All matters, including military
aid to Nepal, would come up in
the discussions.

Natwar was the first Indian
diplomat, other than ambassa-
dor Shiv Mukherjee, to meet the
Nepalese monarch after the dec-
laration of emergency.

Natwar met Gyanendra for 45
minutes. The King “explained the
circumstances that led to the dec-
laration of emergency”, an offi-
cial statement said. He also “out-
lined the steps that he had already
taken and proposed to take soon
to lift the Emergency and restore
democratic processes in Nepal”.

Sources said the meeting was
held in spite of the external af-
fairs ministry’s initial reluc-
tance, with the ministry of de-
fence citing close existing ties
with the Royal Nepal Army as vi-
tal. The home ministry also
pitched in with the need to com-
bat the Maoist menace. The
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The PM arrives in Jakarta

We can choose our
friends, but not
our neighbours.

We never said we
would not talk to
our neighbours.
I look forward to
mecting the

Nepalese monarch
Aanmehan Singh

Prime Minister's personal ef-
forts to bring peace to the neigh-
bourhood helped overcome any
objections, the sources said.

In a speech at the summit, Gy-
nanendra said he was forced to
seize power because his insur-
gency-wracked country was on
the “edge of a precipice. Terror-
ism and the inability of the po-
litical parties to rise to the chal-
lenge of ever emboldening ter-
rorists were driving the country
to the edge of precipice,” he told
leaders from about 80 countries.
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Cricket for

lunch,

CBMs

for dinner

HT Correspondent \{ o A
New Delhi, April 15 _

PERVEZ MUSHARRAF will
surely watch Sunday’s ODI at
the Kotla. But he could also face
some proposed CBMs thrown at
him by Manmohan Singh. These
could be suggested as more hu-
manitarian gestures such as in-
creased people-to-people contact
across the LoC through road
routes and meeting points.

India had proposed five meet-
ing points — at Manthar,
Poonch, Suchetgarh, Uri and
Tangdhar — for reunions be-
tween families separated by the
LoC in December when foreign
secretary Shyam Saran travelled
to Islamabad to review the
progress in the composite dia-
logue process. Musharraf is ex-
pected to okay the idea and pro-
pose the opening of more cross-
LoC road links as part of the
CBMs aimed at converting the
LoC into a soft border.

According to former national
security adviser Brajesh Mishra,
“it’s too early to talk about a set-
tlement of the Kashmir dispute”.
In an interview to the BBC,
Mishra said, “It is not premature
to explore options but it is prema-
ture to think that you can come to
a speedy solution, as President
Musharraf has suggested.”

The General has succeeded in
his intent to raise the dialogue to
the level of a full-fledged summnit.
The MEA today issued a detailed
advisory on his programme,
which includes a call on the Pak
President by external affairs min-
ister K. Natwar Singh, followed
by a dinner meeting with the PM
on Saturday evening.

On Sunday, after watching the
ODI, Musharraf will meet the PM
for discussions. The MEA is
preparing briefs on the status of
all CBMs proposed and the cur-
rent status of various segments of

16 APR 2008

On the menu

INTENTION: Converting LoC into
soft border

PROPOSALS: More roads across
LoC, meeting points for
separated families dt Manthar,
Poonch, Suchetgarh, Uri and
Tangdhar

EXPECTATION: Pervez will agree

the composite dialogue to avoid a
repetition of the 2001 Agra sum-
mit, which found the government
ill prepared and which, Mishra
said, “failed very badly”.

Mishra, however, shared
Musharraf’s assessment that the
bilateral peace process was al-
most “irreversible.”

“I personally think this peace
process, although it will en-
counter bumps on the road, will
continue. It will not stop... if it
continues in the way it is going,
and there is some give on the
part of Pakistan in regard to
trade and economic coopera-
tion...there will be the beginning
of a conducive atmosphere for
compromise.”

On Sunday, Musharraf will
also meet President Abdul
Kalam, who will host him for
lunch, UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Leader of the Opposi-
tion L.K. Advani and members of
the Hurriyat Conference. .

See also Page 2
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JAKARTA, April 24. — India has
said it is ready to accept any suitable
date for the twice-postpongd Saarc
summit in Dhaka if it was acceptable
to other members of the seven-
nation grouping.

This was conveyed by the external
affairs minister Mr K Natwar Singh
to his Bangladeshi counterpart Mr
Morshed Khan when he met him
here last night on the sidelines of the
Afro-Asian Summit.

25 APR 2005

The issue of rescheduling the
Saarc summit was raised by Mr
Khan and it was conveyed that India
was willing to agree to any date
acceptable to all members, a spo-
kesman of the ministry of external
affairs said here today.

Pakistan is the current chairman
of Saarc. The chairmanship will go
to Bangladesh once it hosts the sum-
mit. Besides India and Bangladesh,
other Saarc members are Pakistan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and the
Maldives.

The indication of India’s willing-

THE STATESMAN

Ready for Saarc, Delhi te tells Dhaka

ness to attend the summit assumes
significance as it comes close on the
heels of Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh’s meeting with
Nepal King Gyanendra here yester-
day.

India had earlier refused to attend
the summit in February citing “dis-
turbing developments in the region”
— a reference to the royal takeover
in Nepal on 1 February.

This had led to postponement of
the summit which was earlier post-
poned in January due to the tsunanri
disaster.



From an Indian point of view, South

Asia is a well-meant fiction

To be ever mo

outh Asiaisacoming ter}gi
There are histories
South Asia, there are jour-
nalists’ associations that
style themselves South
Asian, there’s SAARC and every time
a test match between India and Pak-
istan goes well, we're all (temporari-
ly) South Asian.

As aregion in a physical geogra-
phy textbook, South Asia makes
sense. There’s the monsoon that wa-
ters most of it, there’s the great dust
cloud that pollutes all of it, there are
the mountains and the seas that give
it plausible boundaries. But if you
were to trade in the physical map, all
greens and browns, for a political
map, filled in with bright primary
colours, if you consider South Asia as
the idea that underwrites SAARC, it
is hard to know what it means.

South Asia consists of India and a
bunch of countries that share a bo-
undary (land or sea) with India but
not each other. It’s reasonable to say
that India defines South Asia, not
only because it is so much the largest
country, but also because the others
are connected to one another at one
remove, via India. South Asia feels
like a unity when Punjabis cross the
border and exclaim at similarities. Or
when Bengalis from either side of In-
dia’s eastern borders do the same. Or
when Sri Lankan Tamils like Murali-
tharan come to find brides in Madras.
It is India’s diversity that gives South
Asia meaning. Otherwise the Nepa-
lese don’t feel a special kinship for
Tamilians, nor do Sindhis feel inti-
mately linked with Sri Lankans.

he irony is that this South

I Asian identity, this idea of are-
gional family of nations which
would have no meaning without the
connections supplied by India’s diver-
sity, is made up of nations established
on principles diametrically opposed
to the idea and reality of India. India
was founded as a pluralist democracy
and it has remained one for more
than fifty years. Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Nepal and Sri Lanka, on the
other hand, are sporadically demo-
cratic, avowedly majoritarian states,
owned by dominant religious commu-
nities. Pakistan and Bangladesh style
themselves Islamic republics, Nepal
is famously the only Hindu state in
the world and Sri Lanka altered its
constitution to give Buddhism the
“foremost” place in the life of the na-
tion. The ruler of Bhutan, rightly or
wrongly, is committed to cultural ho-

mukulkesavan@yahoo.co.uk
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mogeneity and spends his time polic-
ing his Nepali subjects or expelling
them. The one non-Indian attempt at
pluralism was undivided Pakistan
and the reflexive chauvinism of
South Asian identity (always except-
ing India) put paid to that.

To put this difference in terms of
nationalism, India’s neighbours be-
lieve that nations are built to house
particular communities. Or that the
deeds to the nation are properly
owned by its majority community.
Think of an India where the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party has been in power
for decades, where Hindutva is for-
mally enshrined in law and the Con-
stitution, where victorious cricket
teams take their trophies to be bles-

in democratic pluralism. Sri Lanka
dislikes India because Tamil politics
spills over the Palk Straits. Bangla-
desh, unable to differentiate itself su-
fficiently in terms of language, choos-
es to do so in terms of Muslim identi-
ty. And the Hindu monarchy of Nepal
lives uneasily adjacent to an ocean of
Hindus who choose to live in a secular
democracy. Pakistan, already com-
promised as a national project by the
birth of Bangladesh, is daily con-
fronted by the fact that its citizenry,
despite being homogeneously Mus-
lim, is ruled as a matter of course, by
amilitary junta, while India, home to
more Muslims than Pakistan, re-
mains, despite bouts of barbarism
like the pogroms in Gujarat, a func-

sed by sankaracharyas, and you have
some idea of where the best of these
South Asian states, Sri Lanka, is
today. One way of understanding the
BJP is to see it as the archetypal
South Asian political party, commit-
ted to that great South Asian project,
the sectarian state. Were the BJP to
become the natural party of govern-
ment in India, India would become a
properly South Asian country and
SAARC would become a coherent
family of nations.

The other problem with the idea of
South Asia (apart from the sterile
Area Studies ring to it) is that an im-
portant part of the identity of Pak-
istan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and
Sri Lanka is an anxiety about India.
Some of this is the understandable
wariness of (relatively) small coun-
tries bordered by a huge neighbour,
and India hasn’t been averse to throw-
ing its weight around. But forming
the kernel of this anxiety and resent-
ment are India’s diversity and its
commitment to framing this diversity
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tioning pluralist democracy.

From an Indian point of view,
South Asia is a well-meant fiction. So
long as its neighbours remain majori-
tarian states defined by religious
identity and threatened by diversity,
India’s relationship with them can at
best be prudential, designed to fore-
stall conflict and encourage economic
cooperation. Neither the ASEAN nor
the EU provides us with an appropri-
ate model of association, but they do
supply some historical lessons.
ASEAN was made up of a group of
nations with a shared geopolitical vi-
sion and a common security strategy.
They were also mainly authoritarian
states which dealt with diversity
without the challenge of democracy.

The European Union began as a
common market made up of rich wes-
tern European states. Its transition to
quasi-confederalism has been under-
written by a commitment to secular
democracy. Countries like Spain
purged themselves of authoritarian,
clerical histories before they were ad-

re itselt

mitted, and Turkey is being held (al-
most unfairly) to even higher stan-
dards as a condition of membership.

South Asia shares neither a politi-
cal system nor a common strategic vi-
sion. For “South Asia” to be more
than a geographical expression or a
sentimental aspiration, India’s neigh-
bours will have to re-invent them-
selves as democratic states. This isn’t
to argue against défente with Pakistan
or “people-to-people” contacts; it’s
wonderful to have cricket matches as
catalysts of cross-border travel and
buses carrying people from one coun-
try to another can only be a good
thing. But goodwill and bonhomie
don’t add up to fellowship.

expect neighbouring civil socie-

ties to demonstrate their commit-
ment to non-sectarian politics. Liber-
als in these countries have for toolong
argued that Islam sanctions democra-
cy or that Buddhism is the embodim-
ent of tolerance — in the interests of
meaningful fellowship, Indians sho-
uld insist that these arguments, how-
ever useful rhetorically, are, in a plur-
alist, secular polity, besides the point.
India has a stake in the future of plu-
ralist democracy in its neighbour-
hood. It’s hard enough opposing ma-
joritarianism within India without
bigotry in Bangladesh or Sri Lanka
giving chauvinists fuel for their fires.

It goes without saying that India
could do better. You only need to look
at Gujarat or Kashmir or Nagaland to
know that. But this is not the same as
saying that azadi for Kashmir or an
independent Nagalim is a solution.
India’s adventures in democracy and
diversity have taught us that to op-
pose majoritarianism is also to op-
pose the cruel simplicities of self-de-
termination. Today’s self-determin-
ists are nearly always tomorrow’s ma-
joritarians. A quick glance round In-
dia’s neighbourhood should illustrate
that graphically. Complicated nations
that learn to deal with diversity are
better than simplifying ones that try
to draw borders around a People. De-
mocratic Indians can, with perfect
consistency, at once oppose the Sin-
hala Buddhist primacy in Sri Lanka
and the project of a Tamil eelam.

Meanwhile, as Indians settle down
to wait for their neighbourhood to im-
prove, they would do well to remem-
ber that the best thing India can do for
“South Asia” is to be ever more itself,
to be the best advertisement possible
for pluralist democracy. South Asia
will begin to make collective sense
when India’s neighbours are remade
by the ideas that made India.

I tisn’t unreasonable for Indians to



“Pak sale LETHAL COUNT Planes to COOI |

takes - ' anf1-US anger

shine off
. 1US jets

SUJANDUTTA

New Delhi, March 26: The
Indian Air Force is likely to
issue a tender next month
inviting bids for its multi-bil-
lion-dollar contract to acquire
126 multi-role combat aircraft.

The US decision to supply
the Pakistan Air Force with
Lockheed Martin-manufac-
tured F-16s will reflect poorly
on the company that is also in
the running for the contract
despite assurances from
Washington that it is offering
New Delhi a wider array of
military hardware.

The Indian Air Force order
is one of the biggest military
contracts going currently. The
IAF is the fourth largest air
force in the world and a big-
time customer for global de-
fence contractors.

The aircraft could cost
India $5 billion or more over
five years. The US announce-
ment that it will lift curbs and
supply F-16s to Pakistan has
come at a time when the Indi-
an Air Force is desperately
trying to upgrade its combat
fleet and get back to its autho-
rised strength of more than 39
squadrons. It is currently
down to about 30 squadrons.

The defence ministry had
last year sent requests for in-
formation to four companies
for the contract — Dassault
Aviation of France for its Mi-
rage 2000-V-Mk2, Sweden’s
SAAB for its JAS 39C Gripen,
Russia’s RSK MiG Corpora-
tion for the MiG-29M/M2 and,
as an afferthought, to Lock-
heed Mdrtin for the F-16 Fight-
ing Falcon.

THE TELEGRAPH

sNuclear warheads: 100 to 150
sTroops: Aclive 1,325,000;
#Reserves; 535,000;
Paramilitary 1,089,700

sArmy: Tanks 3,898; artillery
4,500; armoured petsonnel
carriers- 300 :

#Air force: Combat aircraft 680

#Nuclear warheads: 25 to 50
sTroops: Active 619,000;
Reserves 513,000; paramilitary
290,000

sArmy: Tanks 2,460; artillery
2,000; Armoured personnel
carriers 1,250 .

#Air force: Combat aircraft 415

destroyers and 16 frigates.

eMissiles: Agni 1 (2,500 km), Agni 2 (3,000
km; upgraded 3,500 km), Prithvi 58-150

(150 kmy), Prithvi SS-250 (250 km)

India has always been
cagey of signing long-term de-
fence contracts with the US be-
cause New Delhi perceives
Washington as an erratic mili-
tary supplier, an impression
that was just about getting dis-
pelled after military-to-mili-
tary relations were put on an
upward trajectory since 2002.

A Lockheed Martin spok-
esperson said the US was offe-
ringthe F/A 18 Hornet, amore
advanced aircraft than the
F-16, to India. But sources in
air headquarters say a combi-
nation of factors weigh heavi-
ly against sourcing from
the US.

Chief among these are a
history of arm-twisting with
military supplies, the IAF’s in-
ventory that does not have
American-made combat air-
craft, and, Washington’s tim-
ing of its announcement when
India and Pakistan are en-
gaged in a peace process.

Of the three armed forces,
India has so far enjoyed a clear
superiority in numbers and

sNavy: Submarines 16, surface combatants
25, including one aircraft carrier, eight

ombatants 7
@

fighting ability in the air ele-
ment. The Pakistan Air Force
has about 20 squadrons, most-
ly of mixed aircraft, that com-
prise second and third genera-
tion American fighters and
also an older generation of Mi-
rage. Even though the IAF is
down to 30 squadrons, it re-
tains superiority.

The supply of F-16s, air
force sources say, will mean
that it will take more for the
IAF to maintain the asymme-
try. Washington’s announce-
ment has not detailed the
number and the kind of F-16s
it will be supplying to Pak-
istan.

But with the IAF planning
to add about 200 combat air-
craft — 126 multi-role and the
rest in strike and air defence
components — by 2010 India
will still be ahead. There is lit-
tle doubt, however, that the US
offer will intensify the arms
race in South Asia.

The sources say it is not
clear if the US is supplying the
F-16s that were contracted by
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O’Navy: Submarines 11, surface

Missiles: Shaheen 1 (600 km), Shaheen
2 (Up to 2,000 km), Ghauri 1 (1,500 km),
Ghauri 2 (2,300 km), Hatf 1A (100 km), Hatf
2 (180 kmy), Hatf 3 (290 km)

Source: Reuters

Pakistan but stalled by Wash-
ington after sanctions in 1990
or it is supplying a new ver-
sion of the aircraft.

The F-16 is used by air
forces in about 20 countries
but it has undergone enor-
mous changes in its avionics,
manoceuvrability and weapon-
ry in the last 20 years.

Pakistan had contracted 71
‘block 15’ F-16s in 1988 and 1989
but in accordance with the
Pressler amendment the US
announced on October 6, 1990,
that it was stopping arms de-
liveries to Pakistan.

By 1994, 28 aircraft that we-
re manufactured for Pakistan
were ordered to be stored. Pak-
istan had paid $685 million on
the contract. IAF sources in
Delhi say the ‘block 15’ F-16s
are of an older generation
than the aircraft currently in
use by the US Air Force.

Against this background,
the offer of the F/A 18s is not
immediately being seen in
New Delhi as one that can be
seriously pursued.

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, March 26: Pak-
istan feels that the decision to
clear the sale of F-16s will not
only open up a new chapter in
defence cooperation with the
US but also help cool “anti-
American sentiments”.

“The US government has
conveyed its decision to Islam-
abad and we will soon submit
the bill before Parliament,”
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
said, terming it a “red-letter
day” for the Pakistan Air
Force.

The proposed sale ends ne-
arly two decades of stalemate
after former US President
George Bush suspended Pak-
istan’s economic and military
aid, including the delivery of
F-16s, over its nuclear pro-
gramme and slapped sanc-
tions under the Pressler law.

Former US senator Larry
Pressler, after whom the legis-
lation was named, dubbed as
“unwise” Washington’s deci-
sion to resume delivery of the
warplanes to Pakistan and
said the move could fuel ten-
sions in South Asia.

Pakistan information min-
ister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad
said the US will deliver the
most advanced C and D ver-
sions of F-16s, being flown by
Nato countries.

The decision is also the
first significant vindication of
Pakistan’s status as a major
non-NATO ally, granted by the
Bush administration last year
for the country’s role in the on-
going war on terror.

Defence analysts in Pak-
istan have termed the decision
a “positive development” in
Pakistan-US defence ties.

“This will help upgrade
Pakistan Air Force and will
contribute to improving Pak-
US relations,” Professor Has-
san Askari Rizvi said. He be-

lieves the decision will also
considerably defuse the anti-
US sentiments that have in-
creased in recent years, espe-
cially after military opera-
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“There was an anti-Ameri-
can campaign by some of the
political parties who complain
that the US was not helping
Pakistan’s security in return
for its contribution to US secu-
rity,” he said.

A7ziz: ‘Red-letter day’

However, defence analysts
felt that the balance of power,
especially in conventional
weapons, would remain tilted
towards India, though the F-
16s may marginally “reduce
the Indian superiority”.

Many Pakistanis greeted
the news with surprise as well
as excitement. “This is really
great. I had prayed to God
Almighty that our country
may get more F-16s while
watching aerobatics by this
magnificent jet during the
Pakistan Day parade on
March 23,” said Tazeem Zafar,
a student in Islamabad.

Foreign ministry spokes-
man Jalil Abbas Jilani tried to
address Indian concerns, say-
ing it will be appropriate for
Delhi to enter into comprehen-
sive discussions on security
and stability.

Prime Minister Aziz said:
“Pakistan does not foster any
aggressive designs against
any country.”



Bhutan takes
f‘ rst step towards
3 vdemocracy

Thlmphu Bhutan has prop s
two-party political system to wi ld
power in place of King Jigme Singye '
Wangchuck as it unveiled its first
constitution on Saturday in public
ceremonies across the country.

The proposed constitution will re-
place a royal decree of 1953 giving
the monarchy absolute power, and
transform the majority Buddhist na-
tion of 534,000 people into a parlia-
mentary democracy, officials said. \

Thirty-four articles in the pro-
posed constitution will outline the
role of the monarchy, clergy, fun-
damental rights and duties of the
people while creating new consti-
tutional offices including a Nation-
al Council. Chief Justice Sonam
Tobgye said he expects every fami-
ly in Bhutan to receive a copy of
the constitution for discussion be-
fore a referendum is held later this
year on whether to adopt it.

“Itis posted in public domain for
debate on the Internet in both Eng-
lish and the national language,
Dzongkha, to extend the discourse
on the constitution,” Tobgye said.

“This follows the king’s constant
reminder of the need for people to
understand the constitution and to
provide their views on it.” agencies

THE TIMES OF INDIA



~India suggests SAARC -
.« agenda on WTO issues '

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. India to-
day suggested a three-point
agenda to SAARC member na-
tions for dealing with instru-
ments such as Trade Defence
Measures, Implementation is-
sues and Special and Differen-
tial Treatment regimes under
the WTO framework.

The Commerce Secretary, S.
N. Menon, outlined the agenda
while addressing members of
parliament, lawyers, business-
men and media persons from
SAARC countries at the regional
workshop on “Understanding
WTO instruments — implica-
tions for SAARC countries” or-
ganised by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) and the
SAARC Chamber of Commerce

and Industry. Mr. Menon ad-
vised the regional grouping to
closely look as Trade Defence
Measures like the Agreement on
Anti-Dumping and the Agree-
ment on Subsidies and Coun-
tervailing Measures and called
for transparent anti-dumping
rules. This had become imper-
ative in view of the growing re-
course to non tariff barriers as
tariff levels worldwide came
closer to zero.

Implementation issues

The issues of implementation
of existing commitments under
the Uruguay Round and oper-
ationalisation of provisions of
Special and Differential Treat-
ment continued to remain in
the grey zone. “The develop-
ment dimension that is much
orchestrated in the context of

the multilateral trading system
is not found to be very much in
evidence or operational”.

He thus went on to advise
SAARC nations to close ranks on
these issues as “considerable
amount of thinking and re-
search went into the proposals
submitted by less developed
countries at the Doha Ministe-
rial Conference,” he remarked.

Convergence of views
amongst SAARC countries was
essential and they should resist
attempts at further differentia-
tion of their countries for spe-
cial treatment, the Commerce
Secretary said, and called for
greater South-South trade by
opening up the markets of the
regional grouping. Mr. Menon
said SAARC countries would
have to start seeing themselves
as one market as far as agricul-
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ture and textiles and clothing
and other non-farm products
were concerned. Under SAFTA,
Pakistan might need to look at
the SAARC market as a whole,
taking into account the de-
mand-supply balance in respect
of different goods and services,
including agricultural products.

In a more integrated SAARC
market, as envisaged under the
ptoposed SAFTA by January
2006, the supply-demand sce-
nario and price competitiveness
in member countries should be
taken into account while taking
any position in the multilateral
trade negotiations.

Yogendra K. Modi, immedi-
ate past president, FICCI, called
for a united stance among
SAARC countries based on the
commitment  to regional
cooperation.
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Gayoom loosens grip
after tsunami crisis

I Maldives pre31dent ptomlses reforms releases prisoners

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

HE tsunami may have

ravaged Maldives but

it has also helped the
island nation tide over a politi-
cal turmoil which was steadily
building up after President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
ordered the arrest of several
pro-democracy demonstra-
tors last August.

Most political prisoners
have been released ever since,
Gayoom has promised a
multi-party democracy by the
year-end, and is all set to begin
a fresh chapter with a visit to
India later this month.

Gayoom’s visit is also sig-
nificant as it comes at'a time
when India is pushing for
restoration of democracy in
Nepal too. The Maldives Pres-
ident has recently said in an in-
terview that his country would
have a multi-party democracy
by this year-end. This, sources
said, helped him ensure his
visit to India, which had been

urging Maldives to release the

political activists.
Gayoom, who is among

the longest serving presidents
in Asia, came under immense
international pressure for the
arrests, which led his govern-
ment to invite the Amnesty In-
ternational to undertake a re-

Gayoom will
be in India on
March 28

search mission and make
necessary recommendations.
Just as Maldives was under
the grip of this political crisis,
the tsunami hit its shores and
prompted a transformation.

Maldives was one of the worst -

affected and much of India’s
own relief material was di-

INDIAN EXPRESS

rected there, even as more
countries like the US jomed in.

Gayoom responded by
granting amnesty to several
political prisoners. His govern-
ment also assured an indepen-
dent human rights commis-
sion and initiated the process
to develop a National Crimi-
nal Justice Plan to remove the
discrepancies in the system.

A constituent assembly —
called the Special Majhlis —
for drafting a new constitution
alsocame up. But there are dif-
ferences in the Special Majhlis -
with pro-democracy members
insisting on a secret ballot in-
stead of vote by counting of
hands. Nonetheless, India is
expected to welcome the posi-
tive movement in Maldives.

Gayoom is slated to be
here on March 28 for three
days and will be meeting
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and External Affairs
Minister K. Natwar Singh.
The Maldives President will’
also convey his appreciation
for the timely assistance pro-
vided by New Delhi when the
tsunami hit this sparsely popu-
lated island.
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Indja, Pakistan to work

¢« fogether o
A\

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 16. India and
Pakistan today agreed to “work
together” for the early conven-
ing of the twice-postponed
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation = (SAARC)
summit that was to be held in
Dhaka.

The Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Kasuri, said that
bilateral talks with his Indian
counterpart, Natwar Singh, had
been held in a cordial, frank and
positive atmosphere. The two
sides also discussed the Siachen
issue. “It was agreed to direct
the Defence Secretaries of the
two countries to discuss the is-
sue in a friendly and coopera-
tive manner. I hope that the
issue will be resolved in accord-
ance with the understanding re-
*ached earlier.”

Mr. Kasuri also appreciated
the Indian decision to treat the
Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipe-
line as a standalone project.
“We hope for the early finalisa-
tion of the project.” “We have

y Our Diplomatic C{\)’v-'
Correspondent
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noted with satisfaction the
overall improvements in atmo-
spherics between the two coun-
tries. We have taken positive
steps that augur well for the fu-
ture of bilateral relations. Wegs
are strongly committed to car-
rying forward the composite
dialogue process to make it pro-
ductive and fruitful,” he said.
“We had discussions on the
core issue of Jammu and Kash-
mir and have impressed upon
the Indian Government for an
early settlement of the issue in
accordance with the aspirations
of the people of Kashmir,” Mr.
Kasuri said in a prepared state-
ment read out to presspersons.
According to him, the two
sides also held discussions on
the Baglihar and Kishenganga
projects. “I impressed upon my
counterpart for an early resolu-
tion of the issues in accordance
with the Indus Waters Treaty.”
“We discussed issues of peace
and security. Pakistan ex-
pressed the hope that both the
countries will be able to move
forward to promote strategic
stability in South Asia.”
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~vBig fish and Saare

NDIA IS so big, and right now, its de-

velopment potential so extraordi-

nary, that some resentment is in-

evitable from its neighbours. Saarc
harbours more than the natural share of
resentment because members like Pak-
istan, Bangladesh and Nepal are poten-
tial failed States and, typical of this syn-
drome, choose mischief, sometimes may-
hem, over reform. A message from New
Delhi was overdue, therefore. The MEA
did well to take advantage of the need
to respond to neighbourhood criticism
about Manmohan Singh opting out of
the Dhaka Saarc summit and broaden its
message: Don’t mess with us simply be-
cause you are jealous; work with us and
you will all benefit; but we don’t need
you to go forward. This is a tough mes-
sage for a tough neighbourhood, but also
a practical and sensible one.

Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal —the
three particularly troublesome Saarc
members — all stand to gain hugely in
the event of South Asian economic coop-
eration. Take Pakistan’s case. The coun-
try suffers from both low savings and
low investment. India could have been a
big source of regional investment. But
not a single Indian rupee is sunk in a
Pakistani venture while Indian firms
have spent nearly $ 1 billion this finan-

-
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cial year buying companies or setting up
ventures in the West. This is absurd from
Pakistan’s point of view. But Islamabad
would rather be obstructive about a Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus service than be
constructive about economic coopera-
tion. In fact, the best way to promote
broader engagement is not through min-
isterial pacts but trade. Intra-Saarc trade
accounts for just 5 per cent of the total
trade volumes of Saarc countries — an-
other absurdity. Fears that Indian goods
will flood Saarc markets if trade is liber-
alised have been disproved by the expe-
rience of Bhutan and Nepal. Both have
been recipients of Indian goods and in-
vestment and for both, India is the most
important export market. If Nepal’s king
now decides he will bait India to win
points at home, he will be doing his peo-
ple the biggest disservice.

The onus is, hence, on India’s neigh-
bours. They could look at Latin Ameri-
ca for some inspiration. The ‘Yankee’
isn’t loved in most South American
countries. But most do business with
the US; they welcome American capi-
tal, they lobby for easier entry rules for
their labour. They acknowledge that
they need America more than it needs
them. Similar hardheaded realism is
required in South Asia.
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SAARC / NO COLLABORATIVE PROJECT SO FAR: SARAN

“Indla cannot impose
Kemm:ra(:y on others”

y Our Diplomatic W
Correspondent M? .

NEW DELHI, FEB. 14. India can en-
courage and promote democra+
cy in the region but it is not
something that can be imposed
on others, the Foreign Secre-
tary, Shyam Saran, said today
in an address on New Delhi’s
approach to its immediate
neighbours.

“We must also recognise, re-
grettable though this may be,
that the countries of South
Asia, while occupying the same
geographical space, do not
have a shared security percep-
tion and, hence, a common se-
curity doctrine. This is different
from the E.U. or ASEAN. In
South Asia, at least some of the
states perceive security threats
as arising from within the re-
gion,” he said.

According to him, India’s ap-
proach to the South Asian As-
sociation for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) was to
set aside differing political and
security perceptions for the
time being and focus attention
on economic cooperation.

“The fact is that SAARC is
still largely a consultative body,
which has shied away from un-
dertaking even a single collab-
orative project in its 20 years of
existence. In fact, there is deep
resistance to doing anything
that could be collaborative,” he
said.

In an indirect criticism of
countries like Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Mr. Saran main-
tained that some SAARC mem-
vers actively sought asedtiation

with countries outside the re-
gion or with regional or inter-
national organisations in a
barely disguised effort to
“counterbalance” India within
the grouping or to project
SAARC as some kind of a re-
gional  dispute  settlement
mechanism.

“It should be clear to any ob-
server that India would not like
to see a SAARC in which some
of its members perceive it as a
vehicle primarily to countervail
India or to seek to limit its
room for manoeuvre ... if there
continues to be a resistance to
such linkages within the region,
even while seeking to promote
linkages outside the region; if
the thrust of initiatives of some
of the members is seen to be
patently hostile to India or mo-
tivated by a desire to contain
India in some way, SAARC
would continue to lack sub-
stance and energy.”

Call for free market

Calling for the creation of a
free market in South Asia, Mr.
Saran said unless cross-border
linkages and transportation ar-
teries were restored in the re-
gion, the proposed South Asian
Free Trade Area (SAFTA) would
remain a “limping shadow” of
its true potential.

The Foreign Secretary said
some neighbours had taken ad-
vantage of India’s economic
strengths while others had not.
“Do countries in our neigh-
bourhood envisage their own
security and development in
cooperation with India or in
hostility to India or by seeking

to isolate themselves from In-
dia against the logic of our
geography?”

According to him, India
needed to project itself as a
vast, productive hinterland that
would give greater economic
opportunities to its neighbours.
“It is true that as the largest
country in the region and its
strongest economy, India has a
greater responsibility to en-
courage the SAARC process. In
the free markets that India has
already established with Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan, it
has already accepted the prin-
ciple of non-reciprocity. We are
prepared to do more to throw
open our markets to all our
neighbours.”

India’s vital concerns

Mr. Saran, however, linked
this to India’s neighbours dem-
onstrating sensitivity to New
Delhi’s vital concerns. “These
vital concerns relate to allowing
the use of their territories for
cross-border terrorism and
hostile activity against India,
for example, by insurgent and
secessionist groups. As coun-
tries engaged in the task of eco-
nomic cooperation, we need to
create a positive and construc-
tive environment by avoiding
hostile propaganda and intem-
perate statements. India cannot
and will not ignore such con-
duct and will take whatever
steps are necessary to safe-
guard its interests.”

India, he said, wished to as-
sure its neighbours that it re-
spected their independence
and sovereignty.

NW
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NEW DELHI,
Feb. 11. — The
external affairs
minister, Mr K
Natwar Singh,
expressed con-
fidence that the
South  Asian
free trade ag-
reement would
come into effect from 1 Januvary
2006. He also said talks with
Pakistan were going well. The
minister was speaking at the
release of a book “South Asian
union” written by a senior jour-
nalist, Mr Ranjit Kumar, in the
Capital today.

Mr Singh said that South Asia
could draw inspiration from
European Union and Asean on
economic integration and advo-

ipe

r South Asia union

cated a time-bound project-ori-
ented approach by Saarc nations
towards achieving developmen-
tal goals.

Rejecting allegations that
talks with Pakistan had reached
a standstill, Mr Singh said that
the pace of negotiations was
“quite extraordinary”.

On the other hand Mr Natwar
Singh said that they were not
going soft on the military junta in
Myanmar, even as the first meet-
ing of the India-Myanmar consul-
tative group on non-traditional
security issues was concluded
today. “We have mentioned to
our friends in Myanmar our con-
cerns regarding human rights
there,” he added. Meanwhile,
during the two-day consultations,
the Indian and Myanmarese del-
egations agreed to strengthen
bilaterai co-operation in counter-
terrorism measures. /

/
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india for democracy
in Nepal, says Saran

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE%O
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 24 BY paf"”

TRESSING on India’s prefer-

ence for dealing with a secular

democracy in Nepal rather
than an autocraticmonarchy, Foreign
Secretary Shyam Saran said today vis-
its by Indian leaders to Kathmandu
wouldbe considered if the semblance
of stability was a direct implication.

“If we think that visits will help sta-
‘bilise the situation, we will not shy
away fromi the idea. Detraction from
democracy does not provide the an-
swer to Nepal's internal problems,

“and this is precisely what the Indian
Government is trying to get across to
Nepal's monarch,” said Saran.

Saran stressed that the Ministry
for External Affairs was engaged in
the formulation of a comprehensive
neighbourhood policy, to effectively

make more mtelhgent the Govern-
ment’s responses to incidents like
King Gyanendra’s dissotution of gov-
ermnment and seizure of power.
Ahead of Minister for External
Affairs Natwar Singh’s visit tomorrow
to Islamabad and Kabul, Saran said
ties with both countries were poised
to develop positively, but that India’s
sensitivities needed to be borne in
mind. The concerns, he outlined, in-
cluded use of neighbours’ territories
for cross-border terrorism and hostile
activity pointed at Indian sovereignty.
Saran said SAARC was so far only

- a consultative body and had failed to

engender “even a single collaborative
project between countries”. “We wish
to reassure neighbours that we recog-
nise their sovereignty. We must exor-
cise the ghosts from the past and un-
leash our collective energies. Indiaisan
opportunity, not a threat,” Saran said.




MUSHARRAF PICKS ON INUIA

‘N No member can
stymie Saarc’

Indian envoy
meets king

7

ISLAMABAD/KATHMANDU, Feb. 9. — Apparently
critical of India’s decision not to attend the Saarc sum-
mit leading to its postponement, Gen. Pervez Musharraf
has said a mechanism should be evolved to allow the
meetings to take place even if a member state decides to
abstain. Saarc member states should make a decision so
that summits are not postponed again, Gen. Musharraf
told reporters last night.

In a related development, Pakistan today said King
Gyanendra’s declaration of emergency was an internal
matter of Nepal and Islamabad would continue its assis-
tance to Kathmandu. According to a statement issued by
the Pakistani embassy in Kathmandu, Pakistani Prime
Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz spoke with King Gyanendra
on phone on 1 February. The heads of the two states dis-
cussed bilateral relations and the Saarc summit since
Islamabad is the current chairman of the regional body.

According to the statement, King Gyanendra “ex-
pressed full confidence in Pakistan to set a new date for
the summit due to be held in Dhaka”, Nepal’s state-owned
daily, the Rising Nepal reported today. “According to the
Pakistani embassy, the king shared Mr Aziz’s disappoint-
ment over the postponement of the summit.,”

In Islamabad, Gen. Musharraf said: “If somebody
does not want to attend, they should not, the others
should attend, why should one country have the onus of
postponing or scuttling the whole meeting, We feel that
because of the frequency of postponements we have
seen over the past years, we need to collectively decide
on what course needs to be taken.”

Speaking at the same occassion, Sri Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga said she favoured early con-
vening of the Saarc summit and “we will do our best to
help hold it as soon as possible”,

In another development, the new Nepal government
said at least 43 people have been detained or put under
house arrest followmg 1mp051t10n of emergency in the
country. The home ministry said about 25 people have
been arrested and 18 were put under house arrest in
order to “avoid any law and order disturbances and for
their personal safety”.

Politicians, however, claimed that hundreds of politi-
cal leaders and workers have bzen detained.

TRE STATER M4

NEW DELHI, Feb. 9. —

The Indian ambassador to
Nepal met King Gyanen-
dra for the first time since
the imposition of emer-
gency on 1 February.

Mr Shiv Sharan Mukher-
jee conveyed Delhi’s firm
stand that it stood for the
early return of democracy
in Nepal and also asked for
the removal of restrictions
on political leaders.

The King reportedly
told Mr Mukherjee about
the circumstances which
led to the events of 1
February, which has since
been described as a “royal
coup”. He had already met
with the US and British
ambassadors earlier.

Mr Mukherjee reiterated
India’s statement, where it
had described the actions
as a “setback” to democra-
cy and violating the Ne-
palese Constitution.

“During the meeting, the
ambassador urged a return
to democratic process at
the earliest,” the foreign
ministry spokesperson said.

Mr Mukherjree also
“emphasised the impor-
tance of bringing the politi-
cal party leaders into a
broad national consensus”,
the spokesperson said
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&~ Dhaka upset by India’s
“. 'withdrawal from summit

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, FEB. 3. Bangladesh has
termed India’s decision not to
attend the 13th SAARC summit
in Dhaka scheduled for Febru-
ary 6 and 7 as “unwarranted and
unexpected.”

Dhaka also rejected as “unac-
ceptable” India’s contentions
about the “security situation” in
Dhaka.

“We are shocked and dismay-
ed at the unwarranted and un-
expected decision of the
Government of India,” the Ban-
gladesh Foreign Secretary,
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury,
told journalists after New Del-
hi’s announcement that led to
the postponement of the 13th
SAARC summit.

Quoting the Indian Foreign
Secretary, Shyam Saran’s state-
ment, Mr. Chowdhury said the
Indian Government took the
decision in view of the develop-
ments in the neighbourhood
and the security situation in
Dhaka over the past few days.
He said the reasons assigned by
the Indian Government about
“the security situation in Dha-
ka” were “unacceptable and re-
| jected outright.”

“Comprehensive and blanket
security arrangements have
been made at an unpreceden-
ted level. All Indian security
concerns were fully considered
and accommodated.” Regard-
ing the “developments in Ne-
pal,” he said it was a shared
belief that SAARC should not be
held hostage to bilateral
considerations.

“It is regretted that once
again a SAARC summit has been
postponed at the last moment
because of a decision by the
Government of India. Such
postponement goes counter to
the letter and spirit of the
SAARC charter which precludes
member-states from raising bi-
lateral and contentious issues,”
the foreign secretary said.

It is a “sad commentary for
South Asia that its largest mem-
ber-state should retract its com-
mitment to the charter on this
excuse.” The summit had been
postponed when all prepara-
tions had been completed and
the pre-summit processes had
begun with full participation of
all seven member-states in a
friendly atmosphere.

The current SAARC chairper-
son and Pakistan Prime Minis-

ter, Shaukat Aziz, has also
expressed disappointment the
postponement. While talking
over the telephone with the
Bangladesh Prime Minister,
gum Khaleda Zia, Mr. Aziz
termed it “unfortunate” and
“upsetting.”

He said Pakistan, as chairper-
son of the SAARC, was satisfied
with all the preparations, in-
cluding security arrangements,
for the summit.

The situation in Nepal was a
“totally internal” affair of that
country, he said.

Begum Zia said there were no
flaws in the arrangements and
security was guaranteed ac-
cording to requirement of the
heads of state and government
of the SAARC nations.

At a meeting chaired by the
Bangladesh Prime Minister,
Khaleda Zia, today, the ruling
four-party alliance held the
main Opposition, the Awami
League, responsible for creating
an atmosphere that led to the
postponement.

The pro-ruling alliance stu-
dent wings held a rally at the
Dhaka university campus con-
demning the Awami League for
“dishonouring the country.”

0 4 FEB 200




/PM CANCELS VISIT TO BANGLADESH

daarc

meet

¢ alled off

-

Statesman News Service

NEW  DELHI,
, Feb. 2. — The
§ 13th Saarc sum-
I mit, scheduled to
be held in Dhaka
on 6 and 7 Febru-
: ary, was called off
for the second time, after India
pulled out from the multilateral
meeting citing the “recent develo-
pments in our neighbourhood”.

The announcement was made this
evening by foreign secretary Mr
Shyam Saran where he said that the
decision had been formally commun-
icated to the Bangladesh governme-
nt, along with a request for fresh da-
tes. The Prime Minister was schedu-
fed o feave for Dhaka on 3 February.

The statement read out by the for-
eign secretary made a specific refe-
rence to the situation in Bangladesh
as the reason for the decision to pull
the plug out of India’s participation.
“The security situation in Dhaka has
deteriorated in recent days follow-
ing the fatal attack on the former
finance minister of Banglade$h, Mr
SAMS Kibria,” he said.

The Bangladeshi Opposition had
called a nationwide strike after the
killing of Kibria at a public rally,
which led to a series of violent incid-
ents leaving several people injured.
The Opposition’s call for a three-day
strike had also coincided with the
first day of the Saarc summit.

The foreign secretary also men-
tioned the three bomb blasts in
Bangladesh yesterday as an example
of the continuing pattern of violence.

This is the second time that the
summit has been called off. It had
earlier been scheduled to be held

Unwarranted: Dhaka

NEW DELHI, Feb. 2. — Bangladesh has
termed India’s decision to pull out of the
Saarc summit as “unwarranted and
unexpected”. On India's contention that
“recent developments in the neighbour-
hood" dictated its action, the Bangladeshi
foreign affairs ministry said that “Saarc
should not be held hostage to bilateral
considerations”. Rejecting India’s assess-
ment of the security situation in Dhaka,
the Bangladeshi foreign affairs ministry
has said that arrangements had been
made on an “unprecedented level” and
addressed all Indian security concerns. “It
is ironic that India undertook to announce
the decision when an Indian security ass-
essment team was still present in Dhaka
and consulting our security agencies,’
said the official statement. It regretted
that the summit was “postponed at the
last moment”. “lt is a sad commentary for
South Asia that its fargest member state
should retract from its commitment to the
Charter on this excuse, the Bangladeshi
foreign ministry noted. — SNS

between 9 and 11 January but was
delaved after three members —
India. Maldives and Sri Lanka —
were hit hard by the tsunami disaster.

The summit became uncertain
again yesterday after the King of
Nepal declared emergency and dis-
solved parliament.

The formal announcement of the
cancellation of the meet was made by
the current chairman of Saarc,
Pakistan, in Islamabad this evening.
The Pakistani Prime Minister spoke
to his Bangladeshi counterpart on
the matter. No new date has been
fixed. A Pakistani official said: “Sa-
arc summits are not held for altru-
ism but to promote regional co-
operation which is an imperative.”

THE ST TeSHAN
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SAARC meet of
after Manmohan
decides to abstain

By Amit Baruah H 9~ {

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. For the second
time in succession, the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation summit, sched-
uled for February 6 and 7, was
postponed after India an-
nounced that the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, could not
attend the SAARC meeting due
to poor security conditions in
Dhaka and recent develop-
ments in Nepal. Previously, the
summit, scheduled from Janu-
ary 9 to 11, was put off in the
wake of the tsunami.

Under the SAARC charter, a
summit cannot be held even if
one of the seven heads of gov-
ernment/state cannot attend
the meeting.

The Foreign Secretary, Shyam
Saran, told presspersons that
India wanted to work out new
dates for the summit.

The decision not to travel to
Dhaka was taken by Dr. Singh
after consultations with Left
party leaders on Tuesday, top
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders
on Wednesday and on the as-
sessment of a security team that
travelled to Dhaka.

Mr. Saran said India was com-
mitted to the SAARC process. “It
is only in an environment free
from political turmoil and vio-
lence that a summit would yield
the desired outcome.”

Facing a volley of questions,
he said the External Affairs Min-
ister, Natwar Singh, had spoken
to the King of Bhutan, Jigme Sin-
gye Wangchuck, the Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister, Lakshman Ka-
dirgamar, and the Maldivian
President, Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, to explain why India
took the decision not to attend
the summit.

Bangladesh, of course, had

been informed formally while
no contact had been possible
with King Gyanendra’s regime
in Kathmandu. Pakistan’s For-
eign Ministry had also been in-
formed about India’s decision.

Mr. Saran denied that India
would be seen as a big brother at
a time when the remaining five
SAARC leaders were ready to
travel to Dhaka. “There is no
question of behaving like a big
brother. Qur main objective is to
make certain that the SAARC
summit comes up with the de-
sired outcomes.”

Mr. Saran said the Prime Min-
ister’s decision not to travel to
Dhaka was not directed against
this or that country. No one
could deny that a “serious situa-
tion” prevailed in India’s neigh-
bourhood. “What has happened
in Nepal is not an ordinary
event. What has been taking
place in Bangladesh is not
something ordinary.”

Asked whether there was a
specific threat to the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Saran said: “Obvious-
ly, a certain security assessment
has had to be made in the light
of the most recent develop-
ments including the three bomb
blasts which took place in Dha-
ka ... and including at the high
security zone where the Shera-
ton Hotel is located.”

“Every country would make
its own assessment with regard
to the security situation. We will
not speak on their behalf. Our
responsibility is with regard to
the safety and security of our
leaders. In the light of the as-
sessment that we have received
we believe that the time is not
propitious for holding such a
summit,” he said.

Manmohan talks tough:
Page 11; King forms
Cabinet: Page 15
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, FEB.1. Bangladesh has ex-
pressed optimism to host the
13th SAARC summit on sched-
ule but said it is closely monitor-
ing the internal political
developments in Nepal where
the King has dismissed the
government.

The Foreign Secretary of Ban-
gladesh, Shamser Mobin
Chowdhury, told reporters on

Tuesday, “All our preparations
have been complete. We're opti-
mistic that [the] SAARC summit
will be held on schedule.”

Asked if the Nepal develop-
ments would affect the holding
of the summit, he said, “we're
closely monitoring the develop-
ment, we are trying to contact
the Nepalese Government and
our mission in Kathmandu, but
no contact has yet been
established.”

SAARC: Dhaka monitoring situation

In reply to a question, the
Foreign Secretary said, the Ban-
gladesh  Foreign = Minister,
Morshed Khan, had a telephonic
conversation with his Pakistani
counterpart, Mahmud Kasuri,
and requested him to let the
Bangladesh Government know
about the Nepalese Govern-
ment’s position. About the pos-
sibility of King Gyanendra's
taking part in the summit in the
changed situation, he said, “We

™ iy, 7 fe8 00

cannot rule it out.”

He, however, said the SAARC
programming committee began
its deliberations here on Tues-
day while the Foreign Secretary
from Bhutan already arrived in
Dhaka and the Foreign Secretary
of the Maldives is expected here
tonight.

Mr. Chowdhury also said the
summit activities had not heen
slowed down in the wake of the
Nepalese developments.
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Saarc hitch on China entry

DIE\KA TALKS NEXT WEEK TO FOCUS ON ‘DIALOGUE PARTNERS’

IS o
HT Correspondent W
New Delhi, January 27 k\f\ - /7
-1

BEFORE THE summit next week,
senior officials will meet in Dhaka to
“thrash out” the issue of whether
the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc) needs
dialogue partners at all, after sever-
al member-countries have been pus-
hing for China to gain associate en-
try into the functioning of the re-
gional organisation.

India would not welcome China’s
(or any other country’s) potential en-
try as a dialogue partner, though a
direct veto would not be applied, say-
ing instead that the Saarc constitu-
tion does not have such a provision.

According to officigg)%kes,/ the is-
sue of dialogue partners has never
been raised in official parleys in the
20 years of Saarc’s existence.
Officials will talk of the role of di-
alogue partners, where they would
fit in in the present structure of the
organisation and how such a system
would work. :
The contention being that Saarc
needs to consolidate its own position
as a functional entity before the
question of admitting dialogue part-
ners arises. Unlike Asean, which has
a structured format and a provision

for the Asean Regional Forum,

Saarc, itself, has not really got off
the ground, officials said.
While Pakistan, Bangladesh and

Nepal are actively in favour of Chi-
na’s presence as a dialogue partner,
Sri Lanka, Bhutan and the Maldives
are non-committal, with India push-
ing for Saarc to begin functioning as
an entity, getting much-needed eco-
nomic projects off the ground.

India’s view on new entrants into
Saarc reflects China’s own attitude
towards the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), where new
members are not being encouraged
until the organisation carves out a
niche for itself.

The six-member SCO — with four
Central Asian countries, with China
and Russia — aims at dealing with
security issues in the region, and In-
dia is keen to be taken on board.



“China’ s SAARC entr)Y is big

C RAJA MOHAN
NEW DELHI JANUARY 26

AS  Jigme  Singye
Wangchuk, the King of
Bhutan, wraps up his visit to
India, the Chief Guest at the
Republic Day Parade and
his hosts will soon have to
make up their minds on the
difficult question of defining
the sub-continent’s collec-
tive relationship with China.

In the countdown to to
13th summit of the South
Asian leaders in Dhaka
early next month, India and
Bhutan will have to decide
on how best to deal with the
mounting diplomatic pres-
sure to associate China with
the South Asian Association
of Regional Cooperation
(SAARC).

At the Dhaka summit,
which will mark the 20th an-
niversary of the founding of
SAARC, Pakistan and
Bangladesh are likely to in-
tensify the demand for get-
ting China into the sub-con-
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Rajyavardhan Rathore as President Kalam looks on. Ravi Batra

Jigme Singye Wangchuk greets Olympic silver medallist i

tinent’s institutions.

Despite the growing en-
gagement with Beijing,
there is considerable am-
bivalence in New Delhi
about letting China into
SAARC.

South Block sceptics ask
why India should compli-
cate matters by drawing
China into an organisation
that has enough problems
on its own. Others, empha-

sising reciprocity, are quick ‘\
to point out that China has |
not been enthusiastic about |
India joining the Shanghai .
Cooperation Organisation /
(SCO) that brings China, |
Russia and the Central !
Asian states together. f

For the declining but j
per51stent tribe of Sino- |
phobes in New Delhi, any |

- T ] = A e e

talk of letting Chinagaina | &
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2/¢p
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India upset hy
slow Saarccf”

‘Economic couperatmn not happe mg

Nilova Roy Chaudhury .:&z\ \7

New Delhi, January 24 \/\

THE INDIAN government,
frustrated at the pathetically
slow pace of movement in the
organisation, intends to con-
vey to Saarc authorities that
they either come on board
and begin active measures in
implementing specific, proj-
ect-based cooperative ven-
tures or risk be-

groups like the ARF, the Indi-
an Ocean - Rim or even
BIMST-EC. “There has been
more functional cooperation
with BIMST-EC, founded in
1997, than with Saarc,” an of-

ficial said.
~Also, at the delayed sum-
mit, scheduled on February 6
and 7 in Dhaka, Sri Lanka’s
proposal for an early warning
system against tsunamis will
be discussed am-

ing left behind. .. ong the leaders.
While not spec. Reviewing Saarc The idea is to
ifically targeting get something fu-

Islamabad or Dh-
aka, seen as bloc-
king the econom-

u Officials feel Saarc
has failed to take off
exceptas a

nctional on the
ground, with a
proposal to hire

ic cooperation fr-

om taking off, Del- -

hi will cite the ex-
ample of Colom-
bo (coming on bo-
ard with the FTA
— free trade area
— and other bilat-
eral cooperation)
as an indication
of its intent.
Twenty vears
since its incepti-
on in Dhaka in

“tourism promotion
and talking shop™

m Nothing has come of
specific suggestions,
including India’s pro-
posal for a $100-mil-
lion poverty allevia-
tion fund

® With its economy
growing regardless
of Saarc, India will
concentrate on other
regional groups

experts, for a fix-
ed short term if
necessary, 80
that a workable
proposal can get
off the ground
soon. Everyone
seems to agree
that Saarc needs
to get its act toge-
ther and actually
work to imple-
ment projects.
India will pro-

1985, not only has
Saarc “miserably failed to
emulate Asean”, it has also
failed to take off except as a
“tourism promotion and talk-
ing shop”, sources said, with
“animosities, jealousies and
endlessly deferring decisio-
ns” preventing cooperation.
New Delhi now sees that its
economy is growing at a good
pace, regardless of Saarcand,
if members want, they can
join the effort, or India will
concentrate on other regional

pose shorter su-
mmits, as is the norm with
major multilateral groupi-
ngs, while even Pakistan has
prepared a concept paper, for
presentation at this summit,
for project-based implemen-
tation of regional cooperati-
on ventures. But nothing has
come of specific suggestions,
including India’s proposal for
the $100-million, project-ba-
sed Poverty Alleviation fund,
proposed last year in Islam-
abad.



/Opposition wins.
”)Qwo seats in”&

Maldlves W

MALE (MALDIVES), JAN. \::) de-
racy candidates the

parliamentary seats in the
aldives’ capital, unofficial re-
Its showed on Sunday, as the
chipelago’s _ Government
ledged to speed up democratic
reforms. Results for the other 40
legislative seats were expected
by Tuesday or Wednesday, fol-
lowing elections on Saturday
across the nation stili reeling
from last month’s tsunami.

“Itis a great day for democra-
cy,” the chief Government
spokesman, Ahmed Shaheed,
said. “With the election over ...
the road is now open to acceler-
ate the reform agenda.”

Nearly complete unofficial
results from the capital, Male,
showed that supporters of the
Opposition Maldives Demo-
cratic Party had won both of the
city’s two seats. — AP
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B CHENAB PROJECT

Pak wants World

Bank to settle, .

\

India says

technical talks®'

should goon -
T

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 18

\ ASTING a sha-

dow on the ongo-

ing dialogue be-

tween the two
countries, Pakistan today
said it was approaching the
World Bank to intervene
and settle the dispute over
India’s plans to build the
Baglihar dam on the
Chenab in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Reacting to the an-
nouncement, New Delhi
said technical deliberations
to resolve differences
should continue and “refer-
ence to the World Bank is
not justified.”

At the same time, South
Block made it clear that con-
struction at the project site
would not stop just because
Islamabad had decided to
move the World Bank.

Islamabad objects to the
450 MW-hydel power

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Pak takes
Baglihar to
World Bank

proiect dnw —

v2zepur (Sutls]) goes to
India, leading to dispute

THE TREATY
- World Bank facilitates
~nagotiations, Indus Water
' Treaty signed in 1960. Covers
- §iX rivers: three eastern
-{Sutlej, Beas and Ravi) and
88 western (Indus, Jhelum

nmission set up to facili-
:gharing arrangement

THE PROJECT

-#1n 2000, work starts on

~ MW. Gate removal can tead
fo massive sitation as it

Pak raises wall  over

dam énd peace talks

THE BAGLIHAR BRIEF

Rs 4,000-cr 450-MW Baglihar
hydel project on Chenab,
First project solely executed
by J&K govt

THE DISPUTE

PAKISTAN'S CLAIM
Baglihar aflows India far

more storage capacity than

agreed, can lead to scarcrty

in Pak

Pak against water gats

insists Treaty p

run-of-ri

BK SHARMA & AJIT KUMAR

fND’AN EXPRESS
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 16. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, is reported to have said
that Islamabad would not contemplate any
more confidence-building measures (CBMs)
with India unless the Muzaffarabad-Srinagar
bus semvice is operational without insistence
on passports or visas.

A delegation of Kashmir leaders, who
called on him on Saturday, quoted him as
saying that he would personally welcome
leaders of the Hurriyat if the Indian Govern-
ment allowed them to visit Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK).

The delegation consisted of barrister Majid
Trimbo, Kashmir Centre E.U. Director Gener-
al, Ghulam Nabi Fai, Kashmiri-American
Council Executive Director, and Prof. Nazi
Shawl, Kashmir Centre London Executive Di-
rector. They were here in connection with the

‘No more CBMs with India,
*"says Musharraf .,

N\

second meeting of the Steering Committee of
the European Parliament’s All Parties Group
for Kashmir. Kuldip Nayar and Rajinder Sa-
char represented Indian civil society at the
conference, which adopted a declaration urg-
ing India and Pakistan to make serious efforts
for resolution of the Kashmir dispute.

The next meeting of the committee is
scheduled in New Delhi. It was not immedi-
ately clear if Gen. Musharraf meant Kashmir-
centric CBMs or all measures aimed at im-
provement of relations between India and
Pakistan when he referred to the Muzaffara-
bad-Srinagar bus service.

In his remarks to the Kashmiri delegation, |
Gen. Musharraf said that in seeking a solution
to the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, CBMs
and the dialogue process should proceed in
tandem. An official statement said that the
Kashmiri leaders thanked the President for
highlighting the issue throughout the world.




TRUAUA TP
~%Not a pipe-dream,
- The agreement on the Myanmar-India gas
pipeline is what regional cooperation is abou

HE agreement reached between

Bangladesh, Myanmar and India
over the transportation of gas through
Bangladesh to Kolkata, from Myan-
mar’s offshore gas fields, represents a
major breakthrough in regional coop-
eration. It is a win-win deal for each
player sowhywas it not arrived at ear-
lier? The dodgy state of Indo-
Bangladesh ties had a lot to do with
this without doubt. Isn’t it amazing
how governments can work against
their own interests in supposed “na-
tional interest™? But all that is behind
us hopefully. The tripartite agree-
ment could become something of a
grid for future economic partnerships
onour eastern flank.

For India, in urgent search of sus-
tainable energy reserves, the deal
could not have come at a more oppor-
tune time. Although it has recently
signed a multi-billion LNG deal with
Iran, it will be a while before this gets
translated into actual supplies. Mean-
while, according to projections, In-
dia’s gas consumption is expected to

NDIAN Expregs

rise to m times its present level by
2009. The geography and geo-politics
of the area had reduced its options in
the east considerably. For one, India
could not transport gas from Tripura
to Kolkata in the most efficient way
possible and therefore had to cap pro-
duction; for another, it could not ben-
efit from the fact that ONGC-Videsh
and Gail owned a stake in the Myan-
mar gas fields. Bangladesh will gain
considerably, aswell, in terms of transit
fees and employment benefits. It will
also acquire a facility to transport its
own gas for domestic consumption or
for export, should it choose to do so.
In the long term, this agreement
could help foster more harmony in
Indo-Bangla relations, becoming a
model for other forms of connectivity,
including surface transportation. For
years, experts have been arguing for
better synergy between the countries
in the region so that they can benefit
from their natural and human re-
sources. The tripartite agreementisa
significant step in that direction.

”
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Dhaka seeks new date for SAARC sUmmit

\ By Haroon Habib HD’D

DHAKA, JAN. 6. Dhaka has once
agaip requested Islamabad to
let it know about a rescheduled
date} for holding the stalled
SAARC summit as soon as pos-
sible after consulting other
member-countries.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister, Morshed Khan, had a
telephonic conversation with
the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Mehmood Kasuri, the second
in a week, on arriving at a con-
sensus date for holding the
summit in Dhaka.

“We feel that considering
their [the affected countries’}

psychological and physical
conditions after the tsunami,
their convenience will receive
priority in fixing a new date for
the summit,” Mr. Khan told
reporters.

He explained that the leaders
of Sri Lanka, India and the
Maldives — the three affected
states — would have a clearer
picture of where they stood af-
ter the Jakarta world leaders’
summit on Thursday, and a de-
cision on the SAARC meet was
likely after that. The summit of
the world leaders would assess
the extent of losses and mobil-
ise international aid to over-
come the crisis.

The 13th summit, scheduled
for January 9-11, was post-
poned in the wake of the tsu-
nami disaster.

However, Bangladesh is will-
ing to host the summit within
mid-February and spelt out
February 7-9 as possible dates,
which needs confirmation by
six other countries.

Briefing diplomatic corre-
spondents over the latest de-
velopments, Mr. Khan said the
current SAARC chair, Pakistan,
and the SAARC Secretariat
were in touch with the SAARC
capitals to find a set of dates
convenient to all the members.
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