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China’s growing

military is'a’.

.

threat: Japan "

Tokyo: China’s expanding
military budget represents a
danger and is fuelling suspi-
cion among other nations,
Japan’s Kyodo News agency
quoted Japanese foreign
minister Taro Aso as saying
on Thursday.

“It’s a neighbouring coun-
try with nuclear bombs, and
its military expenditure has

been on the rise for 12 years..

It’s beginning to pose a con-
siderable threat,”. Kyodo
quoted Aso as saying.

The foreign ministry
could not immediately con-

Beijing
says it's
peaceful

Beijing: China reiterat-
ed its intentions yet
again on Thursday to
rise peacefully as a glob-
al power, insisting that
its new found economic
might would be benefi-
cial to the world.

“Building a harmo-
nious world of sus-
tained peace and com-
mon prosperity is a com-
mon wish of the people
throughout the world as
well as the lofty goal of
China,” said a central
government paper.

“China did not seek
hegemony in the past,
nor does it now, and will
not do so in the future
when it gets stronger,”
the official paper said.

“China’s development
will never pose a threat
to anyone, instead it can
bring more development
opportunities and big-
ger markets for the rest
of the world.”

The paper further re-
jterated that the China s
a nation was still in the
process of modernisa-
tion with “a formidable
task of development ly-
ing ahead”. a»

firm the comments, which
Kyodo said were made in a
briefing to reporters.

Relations between Japan
and China have deteriorated
rapidly in recent years, and
the two countries are feud-
ing over interpretations of
World War II, exploitation of
maritime resources-and ter-
ritorial claims.

Aso’s reported comments

would represent an unusual-
ly clear expression of Japan-
ese government unease with
China’s military rise. That
also matches US concerns
about Chinese secrecy sur-
rounding its military spend-
ing. “China is fanning threat
and anxiety,” Kyodo quoted
Aso as saying. “The content
of China military expendi-
tures is difficult for out-
siders to know, and that fuels
suspicion.”

The reported comments
come after several years in
which Japan’s Defence
Agency has listed China’s
military expansion as a top
security concern in the re-
gion. Aso’s statement could
further fan troubles between
the two countries.

Beijing, for instance, has
objected vociferously to
Japanese Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi’s repeated
visits to a Tokyo war shrine
that critics consider a glori-
fication of Japan’s conquest
of East Asia in the first half
of the 20th century.

The tensions have blocked
a formal summit between
the leaders ‘of the two na-
tions since 2001. China re-
cently -snubbed Koizumi at
the East Asian Summit in

. Kuala Lumpur this month,

urging Tokyo to atone for its
wartime past. agencies
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TOKYO, Sept. 8.
Japan’s upcoming election
on Sunday (11 September)
is unlikely to bring any
promise of better ties with
China, as the political rela-
tionship between the two
powers hits a record low.

The latest opinion polls
suggest that the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP)
led by Prime Minister Mr
Junichiro Koizumi is likely
to romp home with a
majority in the 480-seat
Lower House.

Mr Koizumi’s annual vis-
its to the Yasukuni war
shrine — which honours 14
Class A war criminals am-
ong nearly 2.5 million war
dead — are the cause of
Japan’s strained relation-
ship with China. He has not
gone to Yasukuni this year,
but may do so to fulfil a
campaign promise made
four years ago — an act
which will draw Beijing’s ire
for sure. Many Japanese
are against Mr Koizumi’s
Yasukuni pilgrimages. A
survey last month by the
influential Asahi Shimbun
daily showed that 47 per
cent of the Japanese feel
he should stop going to the
shrine, while 41 per cent
wanted him to continue
doing so.
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polls apart®

In the current campaign,
the Democratic Party of
Japan (DPJ), the country’s
largest Opposition group,
has been selling itself to
voters 4s a more savvy
party than the LDP in
dealing with China.

DPJ leader Mr Katsuya
Okada has declared that,
if elected to office, he
would not pray at
Yasukuni. His party has
designated the repair of
relations with China a
major policy task, and has
even positioned Japan’s
ties with China a notch
higher than its relation-
ship with Washington.

Security expert Mr Yukio
Okamoto agrees with its
stance. “In terms of securi-
ty, the USA is the most
important nation to Japan.
But the country that gives
us the most concern, and
which requires the most
time and diplomatic re-
sources, is China,” he said.

But even if Japanese
voters feel diplomacy is
important, many are likely
to defer to Mr Koizumi’s
cleverly propagated view
that the election is a “yes”
or “no” vote on his postal .
privatisation reforms.

He has also sent voters
the underlying message
that a “no” vote could jeop-
ardise other reforms that
Japan needs so badly.

A S TORMAR




Germ warfare:
Chinese denounce
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Tokyo court verdict

Victims vow to press for Justice, dignity

CHANGSHA: Though the Tokyo
High Court ignored Chinese
plaintiffs’ second appeal con-
cerning germ war on Tuesday,
the warfare victims will press for
justice and dignity, said the
plaintiff group leader Wang
Xuan.

The plaintiff group will sub-
mit its appeals to the Supreme
Court of Japan, though “it is al-
most impossible to win the law-
suit,” said Mr. Wang.

The judgment of the Tokyo
High Court basically was identi-
cal with the one made by the
Tokyo District Court, which ac-
knowledged the facts that the
Japanese army used germ war-
fare and harmed many Chinese
during its aggression but refused
to make compensations or apol-
ogise. “We are not surprised at
this result,” said Mr. Wang. The
plaintiffs lost all their lawsuits at
various levels of Japan’s courts
in March and April including the
appeals concerning the comfort
women, the compensation to
warfare victims and the human
experiments of the “notorious”
Unit 731

Time-consuming task

“But we will continue our ap-
pealing activities, because it is
more than a normal lawsuit,”
said Mr. Wang.

“From the very beginning, the
lawsuit was imbued with the
task to reveal the crimes that the
Japanese army committed in
China and to uphold justice and
retrieve national dignity. The
trans-national and time-con-
suming task is destined to be an
odyssey.” For a long period, the
plaintiffs have demanded that
Japan tell the truth about the
germ war and apologise to the

TO PRESS AHEAD:
Chinese plaintiffs hold a
banner denouncing “unfair
Judgment” during a protest
in front of the Tokyo High
Court on Tuesday. -
PHOTO: AFP

victims. The Tokyo District
Court has already acknowledged
the fact of germ warfare in its
verdict, but the plaintiff group
will still have a long way to go to
retrieve the dignity of the vic-
tims. The Tuesday lawsuit was
brought by 180 plaintiffs who are
the survivors or relatives of the
victims of Unit 731, which con-
ducted human experiments and
bombed cities with plague, chol-
eraand other germs.

The plaintiffs, who were in
Zhejiang and Hunan provinces
from 1940 to 1942, had demand-
ed a court order that the Govern-
ment apologise and grant them
each 10 million yen (about

$90,000) in compensation. — .

Xinhua
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JAPAN-II

W ¥y Taiwan The Real Cause For The Hate Campaign

Ithough Beijing néw claims
A;hat Taiwan is an integral
art of China, history cannot
support that claim. China has no
continuous history as a nation
state. Before 1279 only the cen-
tral part of what is China today
was Chinese — that is. inhabited
by the Chin or Han Chinese
tribe. For example, China is still
called in Japan Chugoku or the
Middle Kingdom. From 1279 to
1368 China was part of the
Mongolia Empire, and it ceased
to exist as a sovereign state.
From 1368 to 1644 China had
the Ming Dynasty of the Chin or
Han Chinese tribe. At that time,
Taiwan was occupied first by the
Dutch and then by the Portu-
guese. For a brief period bet-
ween 1645 and 1662 a half-
Japanese general of the Ming
Dynasty,. Tei Seiko in Japanese
or Zheng Chenggong in
Chinese, after being driven from
China by the invading Manchus
from the, north, occupied
Taiwan. Howver, soon the
Portuguese regained control of
the island, which they had
renamed Formosa, or the
seautiful.

Manchu Empire

The Manchurian government
of China managed Taiwan for
just-a brief period from 1887,
when it reluctantly adopted the
island as one of its provinces
(sheng), to 1895 and gladly
ceded it to Japan. Despite ear-
lier attempts by the Dutch and
Spaniards to colonise parts of
the island, it was regarded as
barbarous, disease-infested and
dangerous, as it was inhabited by
ferocious head-hunting tribes.
When the Manchu Empire
ceded Taiwan to Japan in 1895,
China had forfeited its rights to
the island permanently or until
the signing of another inter-
national treaty.

Japan during its rule from
1895 to 1945 promated inter-
racial mixture of Japanese and
the local people as a means of
wiping out the Taiwanese
identity. The. Kuomintang
forces, after their defeat in 1949,
came to Taiwan along with thou-
sands of Mainland Chinese.
They committed large-scale
massacres of the local people
during the 1950s and imposed a
draconian dictatorial rule over
Taiwan until very recently. These
Kuomintang Chinese are the
most vocal in demanding unifi-
cation of Taiwan with China. The
majority of the local population
have started asserting their
rights as a separate nationality

By DIPAK BASU

and are calling for an inde-
pendent state for Taiwan, which
China resents.

If the behaviour of the Japa-
nese Imperial Army 60 vears ago
is the determining factor in de-
nying Japan membership of the
UN Security Council, how could
China, which has no basic hu-

man rights for its people and still
maintains ruthless control over
Tibet and wants to incorporate
Taiwan, be a mcmber of the
Security Council since 1972,

The current demonstrations in
China against Japan hide the
growing anger and frustrations
of the Chinese people aguinst
the economic reform policy of
China implemented since 1980,
The business community in the
West is taking advantage of the
very low wages and inhuman
working condition of Chinese
labourers, growing uncmploy-
ment, inequality between differ-
ent regions and pcopie with
different status, closure of state
industries and severe reductions
of welfare measuies.

Chinese colonialism

In 1962 China invaded India
to divert the attention of its peo-
ple from the suffering caused by
the famines in 1960-1962 in
which at least 10 million Chinese
perished. In the samce way.
China is trying to redircct the
anger of its people against Japan
and Taiwan.

India has cendorsed Chinese
colonialism over Tibet and cas-
tern Turkistan. India accepts
Taiwan as an integral part of the

expanding  Chinese  empire.
China invaded India in 1962 and
~tll occupies about 10 per cent
of Jammu and Kashmir. China
since 1963 has supplied every
tvpe  of weapons, including

nuclear weapon and missiles, to
Pakistan. China was about to
invade India again during the

1971 Indo-Pak war but was
deterred by the warning from
the Soviet Union. China was op-
posed to India on every inter-
national issue. The Chinese map
of the world does not inclutle
Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim
and large parts of north-castern
India as parts of India even
today.

China is opposcd to mem-
bership of India in the UN Se-
curity Council. Chinese exports
to India are causing unemploy-
ment and closure of small
manufacturing units in India.
Chinese exports are also driving
out Indian exports from the
world market. However, Indian
policy makers are still con-
sidering  China a  “strategic
partnet’

Any other country would have
cut off ali links with China and
ban Chinese imports, recognised
Tatwan as an independent coun-
try. apposced the membership of
China both in the UN and
particularly in the UN Sccurity
Council. However, India has
tuken no action at all.

The USA has warned Taiwa-
nese feaders against the decla-
ration ¢f independence of Tai-
wan. which would definitely in-
vite the invasion of China. That
would test the resolve of the

USA which is in short supply
owing to the changed pereeption
of the Amcrican corporate world
on China. Abnormally  fow
wages, lack of trade union
rights or even any humun righis,
and artificially low c¢xchange
rate  of China hive  made
China the most attractive
destination for the American
companics.

Big corporations in the west-
ern world control the mass
media. For example. Walmart,
the biggest retail chain store in
the US and which receives most
of its supplies trom Chini. s
owned by Rupert Murdoch. who
also owns some of the most im-
portant newspapers and tele-
vision channels in the USA, UK,
Australia. India. and East Asia,

Propaganda

The result is a continuous pro-
Chinese propaganda in the me-
dia, which is blaming the de-
mocratically clected Tamanese
Jeaders for provoking China by
not accepting Chinese coloniu-
lism. When the interests and
ambitions of the Kuomintang
Chinese and China have now
merged it will not take a long
time for the US to discard Tai-
wan in order to please China and
protect the commercial interests
of the American companies in
China.

That will feave only Japan to
defend Taiwan against the Chin-
gse invasion. A growing number
of Japancse politicians wre de-
manding that Japan change its
pacifist constitution so that the
Japanese army. called the Self
Defence Foree. can fight in fore-
ign lands. There are also de-
mands that Japan should deve-
lop both nuclear weapons and
missiles. which it can do within a
few months given the Jovel of
superior technological buse of
Japan.

Membership of the UN Sc-
curity Council would give Japan
the frecdom to have ity own
foreign and defence poliey ra-
ther than depend on American
goodwill.  China knows  that
Japan will be the last resort for
Taiwan. That is the reason China
has organised its hate campaign
against Japan with so much
intensity. It is up 1o Japanese
politicians 10 decide whether
they want to protect Tuiwan
against Chincse imperialism or
stand aloof as they did  during
the Vietnam War and watch 22
million people of Taiwan being
enslaved by China.

(Concluded)



China protests Japanes

Tokyo approves oil and gas drilling in East China Sea

BEIJING: A Chinese Foreign Min-
istry official summoned a Japa-
nese diplomat in Beijing on
Friday to lodge solemn repre-
sentations to the Japanese side
and express “strong protest”
against the Japanese Govern-
ment’s approval of a Japanese
oil and gas company’s drill re-
quest in the East China Sea.
The Japanese Government
granted the Teikoku Oil Co. con-
cessions to conduct experimen-
tal drilling in the East China Sea,
Japanese Economy, Trade and
Industry Minister Shoichi Na-
kagawa said on Thursday.

“A provocation”

Cui Tiankai, director of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry's
Asian Department, told Chihiro
Atsumi, Minister of the Japa-

nese embaésy in China, that
such activity is a “severe provo-

e oJu 0

cation and violation” against
China’s sovereignty and inter-
est, which is also against the
rules in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

Mr. Cui said China and Japan
have not settled their demarca-
tion in the East China Sea as
they have disputes over demar-
cation there.

It is untenable for the Japa-
nese side, employing its unilat-
eral position on the so-called
“middle line”, to grant test drill-
ing rights to Japanese enterpris-
es in the disputed sea area.

Mr. Cui said the Chinese side
reiterates clearly that it has nev-
er recognized the so-called
“middle line” and it will never
recognise the line.

He said the sea area to the
east of the “middle line” is under
dispute, and the Japanese side is

AN

%2 Japan's
test-driliing
planned
It Japan-South
Korea joint
development

SOURCES: ESRY; Japanese Ministry AP
f Economy, Trade and industry

not entitjed to taking unilateral
action jf that area, If the Japa-
nese glde attempts to impose its
unildteral action as a fact on the
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Chinese side, the Chinese side
will stand firmly opposed to and
will never accept it, said Mr. Cui.
He said China and Japan should
properly handle their disputes
and actively explore resolution
ways through dialogues and
consultations on an equal foot-
ing, which is the important con-
sensus reached between leaders
of the two countries.

“Breach of sovereignty”

The Chinese side seriously
requests the Japanese side, in
the above-mentioned spirit, to
correct its decision and stop any
action that impairs China’s sov-
ereign rights and interests, Mr.
Cui said.

The Chinese Embassy to Ja-
pan also lodged solemn repre-
sentations to the Japanese
Foreign Ministry on Friday, said
sources with the Chinese For-
eign Ministry. — Xinhua
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China cancels

BEIJING/TOKYO, May 23. — China
abruptly canceled a meeting between
Chinese Vice-Premier Ms Wu Yi and
Japanese Prime Minister Mr Junichiro
Koizumi scheduled for today, ruffling
feathers in Tokyo as the two countries are
trying to mend their troubled relations.

China’s foreign ministry said- Ms Wu
had to cut short her trip to Tokyo and
return to Beijing today for urgent but
unspecified matters at home. Japanese
officials said they had no further details
and cxpected a full explanation.
' Ms"Wu and Mr Koizumi had been
scheduied to meet late this afternoon,
and the Japanese leader seemed sur-
prised by the sudden changg in plans. “It
was their (China’s) request to hold a
meeting, and I thought it .would have
been a good opportunity,” Mr Koizumi
told reporters. “I don’t understand whi
they're cancelling it now ™
© s Wu's visit was 10 be part of a string of
official contacts between Tokyo and Bei-
jing .aimed at repairing tense relations.
After Ms Wu’s departure, the Chinese for-
eign ministry released a statement saying
she had to “return home to handie impor-
tant and urgent official business”.

A Japanese - foreign ministry official
said'senior diplomats exyiocted Beijing 1

24 Miy 2003

Koizumi talks

Beijing recalled Vice-Prefnier Ms Wu Yi before her-
scheduled meeting with the Japanese Prime
Minister on Monday. — AFP

show them the “courtesy” of a full expla-
nation, but Japanese media said Tokyo
wouldn’t formally request one.

Chief Cabinet secretary Mr Hiroyuki
said it was unlikely the pullout was. con-
nected to Mr Koizumi’s recent justifica-
tions for his visit to a Tokyo war shrine. Mr
Koizumi also rejected the idea that the
cancellation was Tokyo's fault, “1 have tried
1ot have a negative influence (on Japan-
China relations),” he said. “We will meet
whenever they want to.” s

In her speech before a group of leaders
of Japan’s key business lobby today, Ms
Wu did niot-mention, the cancellation of
her talks with Mr Koizumi, and only said
she hoped the two countries work togeth-
er o improve their ties,

THE STATESMAN
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o those with knowledge of
Sino-Japanese relations, the
locking of horns by the two
sides in the wake of the mas-
sive anti-Japanese demonstrations
across China does not come as a sur-
prise. It was a natural fallout of ten-
sions — resulting from disputes about
history and territory — that had been
simmering for along time,

The ugliness of the protests,
which were ignited by Japanese ap-
proval of school textbooks that China
says “glorifies” Japan's wartime be-
haviour; was further stoked by the an-
nouncement that Japan would start
allocating rights for test-drilling in a
disputed area of the East China Sea.
China called Japan’s plan to allow gas
exploration in disputed waters a seri-
ous provocation.

The two sides have traded barbs.
Beijing says Tokyo is at fault for mis-
handling its own “history of aggres-
sion”. Japan, on the other hand,
wants China to accept the blame for
letting the protests get out of hand.
Tokyo believes the protests could not
 have happened without approval

from local officials. The Japanese for-
eign minister, Nobutaka Machimura,
flew to Beijing for what were expected
to be difficuit talks. He demanded an
apology and compensation from
China. But the Chinese foreign minis-
ter, Li Zhaoxing, said that the Chinese
government had never done anything
for which it had to apologize to the
Japanese people. “It shouldn’t be us
who should apologize. It is Japan who
should,” said the Chinese vice-foreign
minister, Wu Dawai. The talks ended
with a vague promise to “work to-
wards” a meeting of Chinese premier
Wen Jiabao, and his Japanese coun-
terpart, Junichiro Koizumi.

Both sides are aware of the need
for showing restraint. China has
sought to rein in the anti-Japanese
sentiment that sparked the protests.
Japan too avoided escalating the war
of words, saying that a dialogue was
needed to resolve the feuds. China has
also called for talks. But the sensitivi-
ties on both sides are such that this is
easier said than done.

he Sino-Japanese relationship

isthe key bilateral relationship

~— potentially the most disrup-
tive — that is most likely to affect sta-
bility throughout east Asia. Japan
and China are suspicious of each
other’s aims. Needless to say, the sus-
picions will remain and influence
their threat perceptions as well as
policies. Japan fears a rising China
and wants to prevent it from gaining
dominance in Asia. Both Tokyo and
its top ally, Washington, are uneasy
about the European decision to lift
the 16-year-old embargo on arms sales
to China, imposed after the Tianan-
men Square massacre of 1989.

China too has apprehensions con-
cerning Japan’s role and policies. In
the post-Cold War period, China has
come to view Japan as one of its most
important adversaries. China’s secu-
rity concerns vis-G-vis Japan can be
summed up as follows: the possibility
that Japan might become a major mil-

Against a sea of mistrust

An apology here, a change in policy there, and
relations between China and Japan could be on
the right track again, writes Rabindra Sen

PETS

Troubled road to Yasukuni

itary power, the hidden agenda of a
US-Japan security alliance, and the
possibility that Taiwan might be in-
corporated into the scope of Japan-
US defence guidelines. Japan's inter-
est in ballistic missile defence, its mil-
itary engagement with North Korean
vessels, and continued refusal to spec-
ify its defence arrangement with the
United States of America on the de-
fence of Taiwan have all had an unset-
tling effect on Beijing. Beijing views
the US-Japan defence guidelines as
aimed at itself since they cover wa-
ters adjoining Japan, including the
Taiwan Strait. Beijing sees Tokyo
aligning itself with a US-led circle of
containment that stretches from
India via southeast Asia and Aus-
tralia round to Japan. According to
the Chinese, a redefined US-Japan al-
liance presages a Washington-Tokyo
condominium on regional affairs,
with an aim to marginalize China.

On May 28, 1998 China’s assistant
foreign minister, Wang Wei, met the
Japanese ambassador, Tanino Sabu-
taro, and asked the Japanese to aban-
don their “Cold War” mentality and
confine cooperation to bilateral rela-
tions witheut having anything to do
with Taiwan or China’s sovereignty.
Again, during his visit to Tokyo in
November the same year, the Chinese
president, Jiang Zemin, pressed for a
private acknowledgement that the re-
vised security guidelines did not
cover Taiwan. But to Jiang’s disap-
pointment, the Japanese made no
such promise. Not surprisingly, an ar-
ticle in the official China Daily in 2001
warned that further solidification by
Tokyo of the US-Japanese security al-
liance would constitute “a threat to
security in East Asia”.

China sees Japanese ambitions as
akey obstacle to its goals. Beijing may

not welcome a continuation of US
strategic presence in the Asia-Pacific
region because of the tensions that it
might bring to Sino-US relations. But
it has actually done so, at least implic-
itly, believing that it would have a re-
straining effect on Japan’s military
development programme. Now, ins-
tead of relying on American foreign
palicy, China wants to develop its own
capability to contend with Japan's
growing regional presence.

China worries that militarily
Japan is going from strength to
strength. Japan already has the
world’s third largest defence budget,
and its self-defence forces is a euphe-
mism for what, in fact, is a small but
powerful state-of-the-art military ma-
chine. In the wake of the September
11 attacks on the US, China has
thought it wiser to reserve its com-
ments about Japan’s new military
role. Beijing has also been reticent
about America’s new military foot-
hold in central Asia, even while it ap-
plauds the war on terrorists who have
stirred up trouble from time to time
in its restive province of Xinjiang.

A dominant school of thought in
China is that “militarism” will play a
significant role in Japanese politics
and that the expansionist instinct
will once again dominate Japanese
foreign policy. This has been support-
ed by recent increases in Japan’s mili-
tary capabilities and calls to revise
the country’s peace constitution. In
May 2002, Japan’s chief cabinet secre-
tary, Yasuo Fukuda, went to the extent
of hinting that Japan might revise
the “three non-nuclear principles” it
introduced in 1971. Fukuda’s com-
ment came barely a week after anoth-
er senior official said publicly that
Japan could legally possess nuclear
weapons so long as they were “small”.

1

Despite Koizumi's affirmation of Ja-
pan’s policy against building or posse-
ssing nuclear weapons, a major shift
in security thinking is under way,
enough to ring alarm bells in Beijing.

However, a clash between China
and Japan is yet to Ioom on the hori-
zon. The leaders of China, Japan and
South Korea, which form the ASEAN-
plus-three grouping, now meet one
another regularly. Japan and China
too have been learning to accommo-
date each other. In May 1993, for exam-
ple, the two countries agreed to estab-
lish a bilateral security dialogue, and
in January 1995, held the second
round of security talks.

A further confirmation of the de-
sire to avoid confrontation was the as-
surance given by the Japanese for-
eign minister, Makiko Tanaka, in 2001
that Tokyo would issue no new visas
to the Taiwanese ex-president, Lee
Teng-hui, whose visit in April 2001 for
treatment had enraged China. Koi-
zumi too made a trip to China in Octo-
ber 2001 in an attempt to mollify the
Chinese leaders who had been upset
by his visit to the Yasukuni shrine
that honours the Japanese war dead,
including convicted war criminals
such as the former prime minister,
Hideki Tojo. Koizumi apologized for
Japan's wartime excesses, symboli-
cally paving the way for the normal-
ization of Sino-Japanese relations.

that Tokyo’s diplomatic drive has

melted Beijing’s opposition to
Japanese militarism. Koizumi’s an-
nual visit to Yasukuni continues —
though he gave it a miss this year. Bei-
jing has called Koizumi’s annual
visits “the crux” of the difficulties be-
tween the two countries,

Confidence-building talks are des-
perately needed at this hour to lower,
if not completely remove, the barrier
of mutual suspicions. The economic
ties have already started having a
sobering effect. In 2002, for the first
time, China replaced the US as Ja-
pan’s biggest source of imports while
Japanese exports to China surged by
39.3 per cent. Not only did China ac-
count for 32 per cent of Japan’s 2003
export growth, capital spending was
driven by expansion in industries
trading with China.

The two countries know that they
cannot neglect each other. Both have
to launch damage control exercises
whenever there is a crisis. For China,
the first priority is peace in its neigh-
bourhood without which its goal of
economic development will be impos-
sible to realize. Peace is as important
in Japan’s agenda if it does not want
to go back to the days of economic un-
certainty. Each side must be willing to
be sensitive to the other’s problems
which have their roots in history.
Handling issues emotionally will not
help matters at all. Koizumi’s apology
at the Asian-African summit in Jak-
arta is a step in the right direction.

China and Japan may find a way
out of their worst dispute in decades,
but the tension and mutual mistrust
are too deep-rooted to be wished away
overnight.

I t would be wrong to think, though,
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SINO-JAPANESE RELATIONS
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fter weeks of escalating ten-
A?ions, China and Japan hayve

inally decided to bury théir
hatchet, at least for now. The
Chinese President, Hu Jintao
and the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Junichiro Koizumi, met on
the sidelines of the Afro-Asian
summit held to commemorate
the 50th apniversary of the
Bandung Conference of 1955
and decided to look beyond their
disagreements and focus on the
future. This was preceded by a
public apology, the most public
in a decade, from the Japanese
Prime Minister over Japan’s
wartime aggression. Though the
tensions have somewhat eased,
critical problems in Sino-Japa-
nese relations remain.

History textbooks

The immediate reason for the
public outery of the Chinese was
the approval of history text-
books by Japan’s education mi-
nistry that are said to whitewash
Japan’s militarism in Asia during
the first half of the last century.
It is argued that about 200,000 to
300,000 Chinese were killed
during the Japanese occupation
of Nanjing that began in 1937
and the new Japanese textbooks
refer to this as the “Nanjing
incident”. China has asked Ja-
pan to take responsibility for the
unrest in Chinese cities because
it has continued to rewrite the
history of its World War II era
occupation of China.

Unrest erupted in Chinese
cities including Beijing, Shang-
hai, Chengdu, and Guangzhou
even as the police had been ra-
ther reluctant to maintain order.
Japan, meanwhile, asked for an
apology from China for violent
attacks against Japanese govern-
ment offices and businesses in
China. Japan has also dismissed
Chinese complaints about the
Japanese Prime Minister’s re-
peated visits to the Yasukuni
shrine which includes 14 major
war criminals among the 2.5
million Japanesé war dead ho-
noured there. It also did not help
when Tokyo’s High Court rejec-
ted an appeai for compensation
by Chinese survivors of biolo-
gical-warfare experiments con-
ducted by Japan during the

The author is a research fellow at the
University of Notre Dame, Indiana
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" Chinese Nationalism A Cause For Concern

By HARSH V PANT

Second World War.

But it would be a mistake to
view this Sino-Japanese tension
merely through the prism of
history. It is also about the fu-
ture of Asian balance of power.
Both Japan and China are com-
peting for pre-eminence in the
Asian political and strategic
landscape and this is producing

some inevitable tensions. The
recent spat over Japan’s histo-
rical behaviour is just one of the
manifestations of this dynamic.
The two economic giants are
also competing for vital energy
reserves. A dispute has emerged
over exploratory oil drilling in
the East China Sea. Japan has
announced its intention of per-
mitting prlvate companies to
start drilling in a contested arca
between Japan and China, just
east of a halfway line between
the Japanese island of Okinawa
and the eastern shore of China.

Offshore drilling

The Japanese government has
maintained that it-has sovereign-
ty over all waters east of the mid-
way line between Okinawa and
eastern China. But China has
strongly disputed this interpreta-
tion and has argued that the Asi-

‘an continental shelf must be tak-

en into account. Japan, on its
part, has also claimed that
China’s  offshere  platform
drilling could be pulling oil from
an undersea deposit that also
stretches into an area claimed by
Japan.

At its foundation, what is fuel-
ling these Sino-Japanese ten-

THE STATESMAN

sions is a burgeoning sense of
strategic rivalry as China’s power
expands across Asia and Japan
redefines its regional military
role in close cooperation with
the United States. Japan has
made it clear that it considers
China a potential military threat
that would have to be faced and
countered in the coming years.

This was followed by Japan’s
announcement that a peaceful
resolution of the Taiwan issue is
a strategic objective that it
shares with the United States,
signaling to China that it might
help America defend Taiwan in
the event of a war.

China has hit back by announ-
cing its strong opposition to
Japan’s bid to become a perma-
nent member of the United
Nations Security Council on the
ground that Japan has failed to
show sufficient contrition for its
wartime atrocities. But the real
reason might be a reluctance on
the part of China to view Japan
as global power on par with
itself. After all, even Chinese
textbooks are selective in their
portrayal of Chinese history and
to argue that the quality of a
nation’s  textbooks  should
determine whether a state quali-
fies for Security Council mem-
bership is wecird, if not
dubious.

But Japan has become a
convenient target as the Chinese
government tries to deal with
growing Chinese nationalism.
Initially, the Chinese authorities
allowed the protests to go on
unimpeded, even fanned it to an

extent, in the hope of letting
some steam out of the protests,
The security farces took no
action as protestors damaged
Japanese offices and businesses
and no arrests were made in con-
nection with protests even
though most of these protests
were not authorised by the Chi-
nese authorities and so were ille-
gal. The Chinese government
seemed to have calculated that if
they try to prevent the protests,
the protestors could turn against
the Communist Party itself. It
was only after the demonstra-
tions had continued over three
successive weekends, the most
sustained street protests since
the pro-democracy uprising in
China in 1989, that China offici-
ally called for an end to anti-
Japanese protests.

Social stability

The Chinese political authori-
ties seem to have realised that
there is now little to be gained
from further protests but rather
some risk to social stability, a
euphemism for democracy, if the
protests continued. Therefore,
the Chinese leadership is now
trying to portray the continuing
anti- -Japan demonstratlons as a

“conspiracy” to undermine the
Communist Party.

Sino-Japanese relations have
come to such a pass despite an
annual bilateral trade of $200
billion. Last year, China edged
out the US as Japan’s number
one trading partner and Japa-
nese firms and factories on the
mainland employ an estimated
one million Chinese. Political
and strategic considerations,
however, seem to have edged
out economic rationality. The
Chinese political authorities
have unleashed the genie of na-
tionalism in the service of its
aspiration to emerge as a global
power without any rivals in Asia
and before this rising nationa-
lism devours them, it will devour
its antagonists as defmed by the
Chinese authorities. It is time for
other neighbours of China, in-
cluding India, to take note of
this rising Chinese nationalism.
Today it is defining itself in op-
position to Japan, tomorrow it
may be India. And those who
have faith in the sobering effects
of economics might just be
disappointed.
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7 apan—Chma talks fail
to halt free fall i1 ties

Beijing, April 18 (Reuters):
Japan and China held talks
in Beijing today but failed to
halt a free fall in ties after a
third weekend of demonstra-
tions in China against what
many see as Japan's inability
to face up to its wartime past.

There was little sign of
headway after the violent
protests which, along with
disputes over territory, a
Japanese history textbook
and Tokyo’s bid for a perma-
nent UN Security Council
seat, have dragged relations
to their lowest point in
decades.

Japanese foreign minis-
ter Nobutaka Machimura
met state councillor Tang Ji-
axuan, a former foreign min-
ister with broad responsibili-
ty for diplomatic issues, who
noted that Machimura was
visiting “under very difficult
circamstances in  Sino-
Japanese relations”, estab-
lished in 1972,

Tang urged Japan to “se-
riously review” its actions
and take measures to correct
them, Xinhua news agency
reported.

“I had thought that the

Japanese foreign minister
Nobutaka Machimura in
Beijing. (AFP)

Chinese side would express a
somewhat more frank feel-
ing over the repeated de-
struction as well as violence
toward Japanese,” Machimu-
ra said after the meetings.

“I find it unfortunate that
they could only deal with the
situation by reading from a
prepared text,” he said. “It is
very unfortunate that there

is no consideration of the
feelings of the Japanese.”

But Machimura also said
there were positive aspects to
his trip. “There have been
several agreements to pro-
mote exchanges in various
areas between Japan and
China,” he said.

“If we can successfully co-
ordinate the dates, (Chinese)

President Hu (Jintao) and |

(Japanese) Prime Minister

(Junichire) Koizumi may be

able to hold a meeting later

is week” in Indonesia,

f  when they visit the country

' for the Asia-Africa summit,
{the minister said.

. 'Thus far, the two sides
have appeared to be talking
past each other in discus-
sions on a high-stakes eco-
nomic partnership that
brings $178 billion in annual
trade and which Tang has de-
scribed as “at a crossroads”.

Even as a violent demon-
stration raged in Shanghai,
authorities headed off
protests in Beijing, where
thousands of demonstrators
had hurled rocks and bottles
at the Japanese embassy only
a week earlier.
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TOKYO, April 14, — Ja-
pan avoided escalating a
war ‘of words with China
today, saying dialogue was
needed to resolve dis-
putes, including one over
energy projects in the East
China Sea.

Simmering tensions be-
tween the two Asian giants
over a range of topics, es-
pecially what Beijing sees
as Japan’s failure to own
up to wartime atrocities,
erupted in China at the
weekend, with thousands
taking part in protests. The
situation worsened yester-
day after Japan announced
it had started procedures
to allocate rights for test-
drilling in a disputed area
of the East China Sea.

“As the Prime Minister
said yesterday, it is in the
interest of both Japan and
China to make the East
China Sea a sea of cooper-
ation rather than a sea of
confrontation,” Japan’s top
government  spokesman
told a news conference.

“We believe that we
need to discuss this from a
broad perspective,” chief
Cabinet secretary Mr Hir-
oyuki Hosoda said.

China earlier today reac-
ted angrily to Japan’s plan
to allow gas exploration in a
disputed area of the East
China Sea, calling the move
a “serious provocation” at a
time when ties are at rock-
bottom in a dispute over
Tokyo’s wartime past.

“This move by Japan is a
serious provocation of
China’s rights and interna-

', Japan calls for talks to
- resolve China dispute

tional norms,” foreign
ministry spokesman Mr
Qin Gang said in remarks
on the ministry’s website.
“China has already made
a protest to Japan, and re-
serves the right to take fur-
ther reaction,” Mr Qin
said, without elaborating,
The protests, triggered
by Japan’s approval of text-
books critics say white-
washes its past military ag-
gression and colonisation,
also took aim at Tokyo’s bid
for a permanent seat on the
UN Security Council. Since
then, the two sides have tra-
ded barbs, each pointing
the finger at the other. Bei-
jing says Tokyo is at fault
for its mishandling of its
history. Japan wants China
to accept the blame for let-
ting the weekend ;pes{s
get out of hand. - 5
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Japan

draw

Beijing/Tokyo, April 14 (Re-
uters): China called Japan’s
plan to allow gas exploration
in disputed waters a serious
provocation today, but sought
to rein in anti-Japanese senti-
ment that sparked violent
protests last weekend.

Japan avoided escalating
the war of words, saying dia-
logue was needed to resolve
the feuds. China also called for
talks.

Simmering tensions be-
tween the two Asian giants
over a range of topics, espe-
cially what Beijing sees
as Japan’s failure to own up
to wartime atrocities, erupted
in China at the weekend,

with  thousands taking
part in protests across the
country,

The situation deteriorated
yesterday after Japan an-
nounced it had started proce-
dures to allocate rights for
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gas hunt
s China fire

A student reads a history textbook in a Junior hi

school in Tochigi, north of Tokyo. (Reuters)

test-drilling in a disputed area

of the East China Sea.
“This move by Japan is a
serious  provocation  of

China’s rights and interna-
tional norms,” foreign min-
istry spokesperson Qin Gang
said on the ministry’s website.

“China has already made a
protest to Japan and reserves
the right to take further reac-
tion,” Qin said, without elabo-
rating.

Later today, Qin said: “We
strongly demand the Japanese
side attach importance to the
Chinese side’s serious con-
cern. The consequences hinge
on the Japanese side.”

He repeated Chinese oppo-
sition to Japan becoming a
permanent member of the UN
Security Council, saying: “We
hope the Japanese side will
fulfil its promise to seriously

re-examine its history of ag-
gression.”

China and Japan, respec-
tively the world’s second- and
third-biggest oil consumers,
are at odds over China’s explo-
ration for natural gas near an
area Japan claims as its excly-
sive economic zone.

Asked about Qin’s re-
marks, Japanese chief cabinet
secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda
urged dialogue.

‘“As the Prime Minister
said yesterday, it is in the in-
terest of both Japan and
China to make the East China
Sea a sea of cooperation
rather than a sea of confronta-
tion,” Hosoda, Japar’s top gov-
ernment spokesperson, told a
news conference.

“We believe that we need to
discuss this from a broad per-
spective.”
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Japan raises stake in East China
Sea, grants rights for drilling

>
v

P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: Japan on Wednesday
announced its intention of
granting “concessions” or rights
to some of its firms to carry out
test-drilling for oil and natural
gas in the disputed waters of the
East China Sea.

The move, which may put Ja-
pan on a course of collision with
China in the present atmo-
sphere of heightened tensions
between the two countries over
a Japanese history textbook, was
announced by the Prime Minis-
ter,. Junichiro Koizami, in
. Tokyo.

A Chinese consortium, under
the auspices of the state-run
China National. Offshore Oil
Corporation, is at present oper-
ating in an area close to the mar-
itime zone that Japan has
earmarked for private sector
firms.

Maritime dispute

The dispute pertains to the
magnitude of the economic
zones of the two countries in re-
lation to the “median line”
across the relevant part of the
East China Sea. .

Raising the stakes over Eas
China Sea, Mr. Koizumi told
journalists in Tokyo today that
Japan “will carry forward the
procedures as planned” in re-
gard to the granting of “conces-
sions” for test-drilling in the
disputed waters. He denied sug-
gestions that the move was
meant to counter the latest anti-

H¥
& =

A STICKY ISSUE: Chinese-operated gas exploration facilities are stationed in the East

e e

Atmosphere of heightened tensions between Beijing and Tokyo

gg@, . " L

China Sea near an area which Japan claims as its exclusive economic zone, on whic
the two countries are at odds, in this file picture . - REUTERS

Japan protests across China. Ja-
panese officials indicated that
tatks would be sought with Chi-
na on the nature and scope of

13 APR 72004

presence of its companies in the
stretch of the sea. On a related
plane, Japan announced that its
Foreign Minister, Nobutaka Ma-

chimura, would visit Beijing ¢
April 17 and 18 for talks, whic
had been scheduled prior to th
latest downturn in relations.
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China-Japan ties sink
to 30-year low -,

April 12. — China has told
Japan to “face up to histo-
1y”, while Tokyo responded
by saying Beijing was “sca-
ry” as a bitter row which
began over school textbo-
oks sent relations between
the two to a 30-year low.
China’s Premier Mr
Wen Jiabao today refused
to apologise after thou-
sands of Chinese took part
"in weekend protests over
what many in Asia see as
Japan’s failure to own up
to atrocities before and
during World War II.

“The strong responses
from the Asian people
should make the Japanese
government have deep
and profound reflections,”
Mr Wen told reporters in
New Delhi after being
questioned about attacks
on Japanese businesses
and property in China by
protestors angry at text-
books they said whitewash
Japan’s colonial rule. The
demonstrators  burned
Japanese flags, pelted

WW Il Japanese gas
- bombs found in China

BEWING, April 12. — Military shells, including gas bombs
abandoned by the Japanese forces during the Japanese- inva-
sion in China, have been found in Qigihar in north-east Chi-
na’s Heilongjiang province. Acting on information from local
people, police dug up more than 20 intact mortar rounds and
gas bombs near Qigihar's Nenjiang river last Saturday.. Those
threatened by the abandoned ordnance urged the Japanese
government to seriously address and tackle the problem.

On 4 August 2003, one person was killed and 43 othel
wounded when several barrels of mustard gas left by Japa-
nese forces in 1945 leaked at a construction site in urban Qi-
qihar. When surveying nearby areas, police found many simi-
lar abandoned shells in the Nenjiang river.

“All the munitions we dug out this time were left by the
Japanese troops during their invasion of China (1937-45),
said bomb expert Mr Yu Shanggqing. “Atthough they have lain
abandoned for over 60 years and are wet from the river, if
they were to dry out they could stili explode with considerable
power. “We need more time to examine all the different kinds
of bombs;” he said.

Japanese-owned restau-
rants and supermarkets
with rocks and bottles and
beat up exchange students.

“Only a country that
respects history, takes
responsibility for past his-

13 APR 2005

tory and wins over the
trust of the people in Asia
and the world at large can
take greater responsibility
in the international com-
munity,” Mr Wen said.
North Korea’s govern-

T’ESTATESMAN

ment joined the critics, des-
cribing Japan as a “political
dwarf” today, denouncing
what it said were gross dis-
tortions in a new Japanese
school textbook and join-
ing South Korea and China
in the feud with Tokyo.

The failure to condemn
the attacks, even as dozens
of cross-cultural friend-
ship groups met in Tokyo
today to try to defuse the
row, was greeted with dis-
may in Japan.

Japan’s trade minister
Mr Shoichi Nakagawa said
today he was “worried”
about the impact of anti-
Japanese sentiment. “The-
y're a country that’s trying
to become a market econ-
omy and we need them to
take a proper response,”
he said, adding: “It’s a sca-
ry country.” China has
condemned the “over-
reaction of some individu-
als” during the protests
but refused compensation
even as a scheduled visit
by Japan’s foreign minister
Mr Nobutaka Machimura
looms this weekend.
— The Independent



Face up to hlstory, Japan told

Reuters 1 '
New Delhi/Tokyo, April 12

CHINAS PREMIER told
Japan to “face up to histo-
ry” and Tokyo’s trade min-
ister called China “scary”
on Tuesday as a dispute
over Japan’s wartime past
rumbled on after violent
weekend demonstrations.

Thousands of Chinese
took part in the protests
over what many in Asia see
as Japan’s failure to own up
to atrocities before and dur-
ing World War Two and
Tokyo’s bid for a permanent
seat on the UN. Security
Council,

Chinese Premier Wen Ji-
abao told reporters in New
Delhi that Japan must “face
up to history squarely” and
that the protests should give
Tokyo reason to rethink its
bid for a permanent council
seat.

e O
“The strong responses
from the Asian people
should make the Japanese
government have deep and
profound reflections,” he
said. “Only a country that
respects history, takes re-
sponsibility for past history
and wins over the trust of
the people in Asia and the
world at large can take
greater responsibility in the
international community,”
he added.
China overtook the US as
Japan’s biggest trading
partner in 2004 with about
$178 billion in trade. Japan-
‘ese corporations sank about
$9.2 billion into China.
Japanese trade minister
Shoichi Nakagawa said he
was concerned about the
impact of Chinese anti-
Japanese sentiment on
Japanese companies. “Yes
I'm worried ... they're a
country that’s trying to be-
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come a mhrket economy and
we need them to take a prop-
er response,” he told a news
“It’'s a scary
country.”

The weekend protesters
burned the Japanese flag,
smashed Japanese-made
cars, targeted Japanese
businesses and broke win-
dows at the Japanese em-
bassy in Beijing while po-
lice stood by.

On Tuesday, the Chinese
protests spilled over into
Hong Kong, with teachers
and students writing letters
to Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi telling
him not to gloss over
Tokyo’s wartime atrocities.

Representatives of some
60 Chinese and Japanese
friendship groups including
lawmakers from both coun-
tries met in Tokyo and is-
sued a joint appeal for dia-
logue to resolve the disputes.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

“Based on the spirit of
facing the future while us-
ing history as a mirror,
problems, differences in
opinjon, and disputes that
exist between the two coun-
tries and their citizens
should be resolved appro-
priately through friendly
discussions,” they said.

Tokyo demanded an apol-
ogy and compensation after
the weekend violence and
urged China to protect Japa-
nese firms and expatriates
but repeatedly urged dia-
logue as the best solution.
Beijing has not apologised.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Qin Gang reiter-
ated that the government
did not approve of the
“overreaction of some indi-
viduals” but added the
protests showed Chinese cit-
izens were “not satisfied
with the wrong attitude of
Japan toward history”.

.
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Trade twist in China-Japan braw!

New Delhi/Tokyeo: China’s premier has
told Japan to “face up to history” and
Japan’s trade minister called China
“scary” as a dispute over Japan’s
wartime past spiralled higher after
sparking demonstrations at the weekend.

Thousands of Chinese joined the vio-
lent weekend protests over what many
in Asia see as Japan’s failure to own up
to atrocities before and during World
i War II and Tokyo’s bid for a permanent
' seat on the UN Security Council.
* Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao told re-
porters in New Delhi that Japan must
“face up to history squarely” and that
the protests should give Tokyo reason to
rethink its bid for a permanent council
seat. “The strong responses from the
Asian people should make the Japanese
government have deep and profound re-
flections,” he said on Tuesday.

“Only a country that respects history,
takes responsibility for past history and
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wins over the t‘rust of the people in Asia
and the world at large can take greater re-
sponsibility in the international commu-
nity,” he added. China overtook the US in
2004 to become Japan’s biggest trading
partner with about $178 billion in trade,
and Japanese corporations sank about
$9.2 billion into China that year.

Japanese trade minister Shoichi Naka-
gawa said he was concerned about the im-
pact of Chinese anti-Japanese sentiment
on Japanese companies. “Yes, I'm wor-
ried... they’re a country that’s trying to be-
come a market economy and we need
them to take a proper response,” he told a
news conference. “It’s a scary country.”

The weekend protesters burned the
Japanese flag, smashed Japanese-made
cars, targeted Japanese businesses and
broke windows at the Japanese embassy
in Beijing while police stood by.

On Tuesday, the protests spilled over
into Hong Kong, with teachers and stu-
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dents wrltmgS letters to Japane Prime
Minister Junichire Koizumi telling him
not to gloss over Tokya’s wartime atroc-
ities. Tokyo has demanded an apology
and compensation and urged China to
protect Japanese firms and expatriates,
but has also said the best way to resolve
tensions was through dialogue.

Foreign mnister Nobutaka Machimu-
ra told reporters he wanted China to re-
ply soon to Japan’s demand. He is ex-
pected to visit China around April 17.

There is concern about possible reper-
cussions in Japan.

The Chinese embassy in Tokyo urged
the Japanese government to take ade-
quate measures to ensure security for
Chinese people and facilities in Japan,
Kyodo news agency reported.

It made the request after an office
building in Yokohama housing a branch
of the Bank of China was shot at on Sun-
day, Kyodo said. agencies
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BEUJING, APRIL 10. Anti- ]apan
protests erupted for a second
day in China on Sunday, as To-
kyo demanded an apology and
better protection for its citizens
and interests a day after dem-
onstrators smashed windows at
Japan’s embassy in Beijing.

Demonstrations have spread
in China since Tokyo approved
a new history textbook that crit-
ics say glosses over atrocities by
its military in the first half of
the 20th century, including
forcing tens of thousands of
women into sex slavery.

Beijing slammed the deci-
sion, calling the book “poison”
for youthful minds.

Some 10,000 protesters sur-
rounded a ]apanese—run Jasco
supermarket in the southern
city of Shenzhen on Sunday,
said the Japanese Embassy in
Beijing.

They shouted ‘“Boycott Japa-
nese goods!” and some threw
plastic bottles of mineral water
at the store.

About 3,000 persons
marched toward the Japanese
Consulate General in the south-
emn city of Guangzhou for a
“spontaneous demonstration”
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z}nd1 police were maintaining
rder, said an official. Police
revented demonstrators from
getting near the consulate, he
said.

Hong Kong Cable Television
showed a huge crowd of people
protesting outside a shopping
centre in Guangzhou.

They were trying to knock
down police barriers set up
around the centre, and police
were shoving the crowd as they
struggled to contain it.

A correspondent said protes-
ters threw eggs at Japanese res-
taurants as they passed by.

Boycott call

On Saturday, about 1,000
protesters hurled rocks and
broke windows at Japan’s em-
bassy in Beijing, demanding a
boycott of Japanese goods to
oppose the new schoolbook.
They also urged their Govern-
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More angl-l pan protests
hina over texthook

ment to ‘prevent Tokyo from
gaining a permanent seat on
the United Nations’ Security
Council. ‘

China said on Sunday it had
ordered anti-]apanese protes-
ters in Beijing to stay “calm and
sane” and mobilised extra po-
lice to maintain order but Japa-
nese officials complained that
not enough was done.

Japan’s Ambassador to Chi-
na, Anami Koreshige, called the
incident ‘“‘gravely regrettablé¢”
and called on Chinese author-
ities to protéct Japanese citi-
zens and businesses, as well as
the embassy and other consul-
ates in China, an official said.

Japanese Foreign Minister
Nobutaka Machimura also
summoned China's ambassa-
dor on Sunday to protest the
rally and demand compensa-
tion for damages. — AP



ey
¥ \\,;s,
G

CHINA DAILY/ANN & PTI

BEIJING, April 9. — A
demonstration by over
10,000 Chinese people ag-
ainst Japan’s atteript to
“distort” its wartime past
turned violent with pro-
testors throwing rocks at
the Japanese embassy
and ambassador’s resi-
dence, triggering an angry
reaction from Tokyo.

The protesters also
reacted angrily to Tokyo’s
bid for a permanent seat
on the Security Council.
People, echoing a call on
Internet bulletin boards,
came to the Hailong
shopping centre in north-
ern Beijing’s Haidian dis-
trict, carrying Chinese
flags and anti-Japanese
banners. Japan officially
approved new textbook
on Tuesday which glosses
over Japanese wartime
atrocities.

The gathering partici-
pants called out slogans
made products”, “safe-
guard Diaoyu Islands”
and “smash Japan’s day-
dream of seeking perma-
nent seat on the UN

" Security Council”.

About 1,000 people
started the gathering in
the morning and more
people joined the protest.
The number reached
10,000 at noon, and the
group marched from
Zhongguancun street to
the east part of Beijing
where the Japanese
embassy is located

The demonstrators pelt-
ed the Japanese embassy
in Beijing with bottles
and stones, breaking the
glass windows, eyewit-
nesses said.
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JAPAN FILES COMPLAINT

‘| ommendation made by UN Secretary-General Mr

Beijing protest
targets Japan
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The protest was the biggest since 1999. — AFP
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TOKYO, April 9. — TOKYO, April 9. — Japan today
filed a formal protest to the Chinese embassy in
Tokyo over violent protests at the Japanese embassy
in Beijing, an official said. Japan’s vice-foreign minis-
ter Mr Shotaro Yachi complained to Chinese envoy
Mr Cheng Yonghua about broken windows at Japan’s
diplomatic compound and asked that security in the
vicinity be bolstered to prevent a recurrence, a
Japanese foreign ministry official said.

In another development, Tokyo today expressed its
disappointment after the USA opposed setting a
deadline for UN member countries to agree on an
expansion of the Security Council.

“We’re disappointed, though we expected the deci-
sion. We understand that the USA supports Japan
becoming a permanent Security Council member,
yet, to protect its vested interests, it has not yet
reached the point at which it will support the rec-

Kofi Annan,” a foreign ministry official said.

The Beijing government jams throughout the

had deployed police in
large numbers during the
demonstration. There
were minor scuffles with
protesters in an attempt
to keep traffic going, but
there were no overt att-
empts to stop the march.
The day-long protests
had caused major traffic

Chaoyang embassy dis-
trict in the Chinese capi-
tal. Sino-Japanese ties
have suffered in recent
times due to differences of
opinion over historical
issues, territorial disputes
and a Chinese nuclear
submarine’s intrusion into
Japanese waters.
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‘Japan talks
China arms

TOKYO, March 27. — Japanese Prime Minister Mr
Junichiro Koizumi told visiting French President Mr
Jacques Chirac today that Japan “strongly opposed” the
lifting of a European embargo on arms sales to China,
and would not give up its bid to host an experimental
fusion reactor also sought by France.

France and Germany have been leading a push to end
a 16-year-old European arms embargo imposed after
the Tiananmen Square crackdown in 1989. But Tokyo
and its top ally, Washington, have been wary of such a
move amid a military buildup by Beijing,

In a joint press meet with Mr Chirac later, Mr Koizumi
said: “Japan is worried about the lifting of the embargo,
and we are strongly opposed to this European decision.”

He pointed out that while Japan has been steadily
decreasing its military expenditures, China has boosted
its military budget at a rate of more than 10 per cent a
year over the past decade. “It is a question of security,”
Mr Koizumi said, noting tensions in the Taiwan Strait.

The EU had planned to lift the ban by June, though
that deadline has come into question amid reservations
by Britain and others over the threat posed to Taiwan.
Mr Chirac said Europe was still committed to that dead-
line. “The conditions that once justified the embargo are
no longer the conditions of today... We believe on polit-
ical grounds that China’s appeal to lift it is legitimate.”
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