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M ANIL DHARKER

NMarch 12,1930, Ma-
hatma Gandhi began
his March to Dandi.
Seventy-five yearslater
we remember that the Marchwas
historic, but have lost the rest of the
plot, except that the MarchtoDa-
nidiwas about salt. Asit happens, it
need not have happened at Dandi,
it need not have been about sait
and it need not have been a march.
The genesis of the event gocs
back to the appointment of the Si-
mon Commission by the British
government to look into the consti-
tutional position of its Indian
colony. Until itsappointment in
1927, Indian nationalists were will-
ing to accept Dominion Status for
India, which meant that India
wouldbe a self-governing territory
of the British Commonwealth.
However, the compositionofthe |
Commission and the generallyhard
attitude of Westminsterwereseen |
notonly asunsympatheticto Indian |
aspirations, butalsoasa formofin-
quisition by empire builders into
the fitness of Indians for self-rule.
Thisled the younger ¢lements in
the Indian National Congresstore- |
ject Dominion Status and demand,
instead, Promia Swaraj, Complete In-
dependence. Thiswas formalisedat |
the Lahore Congress Session in the
last days of 1929 under the presi-
dentship of Jawaharlal Nehru, when
January 26 was declared Prima
Swaraj Day. A nation-wide pro-
gramme of Civil Disobedience was
to be launched and Gandhi was
named, in the strange phrase used
then without self-consciousness,
‘Dictator’ of the campaign. !
Did Gandhi have aplan? Hisre- -
ply to Rabindranath Tagore was: “1
am furiously thinking night and day.

ButIdonotsee any light coming
out of the surrounding darkness.”
For Gandhi, the problem stemmed
fromareality everyone else shied
away from. Which was, “It isa gross
misrepresentation of the true situa-
tion to say that the masses are impa-
tient to be led to Civil Disobedi-

ence..Iseenosuchsign.” Inspiteof :

this gloom Gandhi knew that he
had a core group ready and pre-
pared for Satyagraha: the men and
women living with him in Sabarmati
Ashram. They had been hardened
by a routine which was demanding
inthe extreme

On Day 26, when Gandhi broke the Salt Law,
5 million others defied British across country

Gandhi knew that any action
he planned had to be built around
the inmates of Sabarmati Ashram,
which iswhy he rejected all the
ideas which were suggested: from
Vallabhbhai Patel’s suggestion of a
mass march to Delhi (too unwiel-
dy, too difficult to control) or Ne-
hru’sidea of a parallel government

- (toodebating club), to mass burn-

ing of foreign cloth (too wasteful
and not broad-based enough)...
Gandhi wanted a symbol which
was universal, something the poor-
est peasant could understand and

" 1dent1fvw1th He therefore chose

— saltandthe breaking
of unjust British salt
laws. Having decided
that the Salt Tax
would be the focus of
the campaign, he was-
n’tsurewhatform the
campaign should
take. “Thad not the
ghost of asuspicion

how the breach of Salt

i Lawwouldwork itself out,”

Gandhisaid. “Butlike aflashit
came.” The flash said the campaign

¢ should be in the form of a march.

Gandhi’s preference fora
march can be traced to his South
Africandayswhen he led a group
of Indians whowere indentured
labourersinamarch across the
Transvaal border to protest against
awhole clutch of highly discrimina-
tory laws. Then again, amarch, in
Gandhi’s mind, would be linked to
the idea of a pilgrimage: Kedar-
nath, Badrinath, Haji Malang,

" Vaishno Devi, Ambaji...and Dandi.

Dandifits in here, not because
of any association with a holy site
but because it was a remote, sea-
side village, and getting there from

3 Sabarmati would be a hard trek

taking 26 days. Pilgrimages are al-
ways tough tests of physical en-
durance and will-power, in their

+ hardship an examination of the

worshipper’s resolve.
Other people had suggested

Delhi (too unwieldy, too difficult to
control) or Nehru's idea of a parallel
government (too debating club), to mass |
burning of foreign cloth (too wasteful and
not broad-based enough)...Gandhi
wanted a symbol which was universal,
something the poorest peasant could
understand. He therefore chose salt

|

i

\ Re-enacting the March at
Ahmedabad on Saturday

other sea-side towns but Gandhi

I rejected them because they were

too near. To Gandhi the length of
the marchwas important for sev-
eral reasons: it would be taxing in
the extreme, and that would bring

| aboutawave of sympathy and sup-

port through the country. The
longer period would also help in

- the build-up of publicity.

When the March didbegin,

-1 10,000 people had assembled at
| Sabarmati to give a send-off, and

Gandhl rejected aII the ldeas 1
which were suggested: from Vallabhbhai
Patel’s suggestion of a mass march to

' the number grew enormously at

some points of the route: Ellis

He walked 25 days and 385 km, |

through 40 villages and towns

parture: rab and dhebra, Mid- day
halt: bhakri, vegetable, buttermilk;
Evening before Marchis resumed:

i Roasted gram, rice; Night: Khichdi
I with vegetable and milk or butter-

milk). “Sweets,” Gandhi had said,
“evenif prepared, willbe declined.

© Vegetables shouldbe merelyboiled |

| Bridge in Ahmedabad wasso full of

spectators that the marchershadto

walk on the river bed (the river was
dry). The March followed a set pat-

and no oil, spices and chillies,
whether green or dry, whole or

- | carried on adaily programme of
i correspondence, spinning his

' after25 days and 385 km, through |

- Other people had suggested

- other sea-side towns but Gandhi rejected them
because they were too near. To Gandhi the length

| | of the march was important for several reasons: it
- would be taxing in the extreme, and that would
" bring about a wave of sympathy and support

through the country. The longer period would aiso

concessions and he carried hisbags |
like everyone else. In addition, he

charkha, giving interviews to the
media, and aspeech at everystop. |
When the March finally ended |

40 vﬂlages and towns, there was a
massive change in the mood of

i
|
|
i
i
\

crushed should be used... The Satya- |
; grahipartyisexpected toreach
i eachplaceby8amandtosit for

lunchat 10 am. Noroomsare
needed for rest at noon or night. A
clean, shaded place isenough.”
Something else which was also
tobecome a regular feature of the

. Long Marchwas even more re-

tern: there would be vigorous walk-

ing from one halt to the nextstart-
ing early morning, then a halt for
lunch, an evening speech by Gandhi
attended by a huge crowd, then
sleepunder atent or shamiana. In
keepingwith Gandhi'sdictates. the
food supplied at each village was ex-

- tremely frugal (Moming before de-

markable. Gandhiwasleadinga
group of young men, most of them
intheir early 20s. He was 60. He
wasn't in the best of health. He was

. nation, the Dandi Salt March had
i takenaverylarge step in changing

{ the nation. On the 26th day, when

Gandhi broke the prohibition

| against producing salt by picking
. upahandful from the Dandi
| shore, his example was followed

throughout the country. It was
then estimated that five million |
people had gathered together at
5,000 meetings to defy the British. |

By capturing the public imagi-

the freedom movement from one

- which involved a Westernised mid-

i was possible even tor them to defy

dle-class to one which involved the
masses. It did so by the magic of
Gandhj’s salt symbolism and also
by showing the rural poor that it

i the might of the Empire. In this

i frail and weighed amere 45kg, Yet
- hewalked at the head of the col-

umn, leading at such a brisk pace
that the youngsters found it difficult
tokeep up. Gandhiasked forno

Gandhi was particular about inclu-
sion, whether it was of untouch-

' ables orwomen (many of them in

purdah). He refused, for example,
to address ameetingwhichhadex- |

i cluded Dalits till they were allowed

" help in the build-up of publicity

tobe part of the audience. As for

, women, they joined in the field of
. direct action for the first time, and

did it with such enthusiasm and in

- suchgrowing numbers that even

Gandhiwas overwhelmed.
The Dandi March also achieved
the important objective of influenc-

The freedom movement that was so far restricted to a Westernlsed
middle-class had now captured the imagination of the masses

When the March began, Ametrican
journalists had come in large numbers to jeer. A whole lot
of them stayed on to cheer and alter American opinion,
especially about Satyagraha. Satyagraha, until then seen
as a theoretical construct of Gandhi’s writings, began to
be seen as a philosophy which could actually change the
world...The March to Dandi planted the seeds of August
15, 1947, and later for what Martin Luther King and
Nelson Mandela achieved. And what future generations

| stlll mlght achleve aII over the world

f mgwoﬂd opinion. Until then, the

Western world had seen India’s as-
pirations to freedoni through the
bias of the British press in England
andthe biasof the British press in

| India. The American mediawas
, sneeringtoo, and when the march

began, American journalists had
come inlarge numberstojeer. A

| wholelotof themstayed on to cheer

and alter American opinion, espe-
cially about Satyagraha. Satyagraha,
until thenseen as a theoretical con-
struct of Gandhi’'s writings, began to

. beseenasa philosophywhich could

actually change the world. It isn't too

- large aclaim to make but the March
i toDandiplanted the seedsof Au-

i gust 15,1947, and later forwhat

| Martin Luther King and Nelson

- Mandela achieved. Andwhat future

generations still might achieve all

| overtheworld,

Anil Dharker’s book The
Romance of Salt, 1o be published
nextweek, has a large section on the
Dandi March

New signs on Arab Street Of petticoat junction, wardrobe makeovers

FROM Baghdad to Beirut, the are setting up shop in the Egyptian QIZs to pro- TWASInternational Wo-  ter'sweddingtothe nsher husband son Whenrealeventsareover-  great funwhile itlasted but the

Middle East hasseen aseriesof  vide services right on the spot. I men's Daylastweek,and  wrong man-—a mar- and Kareena Kareena  dramatised, it’s time for grand finale was too much ofa

popular demonstrations for There are a lot of messages in this bottle. | the Fourth Umpire (DD)  riage her rather Mi- {notnecessarilyinth-  dramato get real. titva (Zee) good thing. Finalists Abhijeet

democracy. There were, how-  One is that if you create a real opportunity for | celebrated itin normal style: hirand ma-in-law atorder) as effici- hasbeen dealing in realism and Amitwere made tosing

ever, two street protests in De-  Israeliand Egyptian businessestointeractprof- i theladyontheshowwasade-  Payaldecided for entlyasherbusiness.  longer thanmost. Currently,it.  for their supper—repeatedly.

i cember that gotnocoverage,but  itably, not only will Egyptians ignore the  corative piece butatleastshe her. Kaiani's Par- Atleast AliciaSil- . exploresthe virtuesof artificial ~ Tonoone’ssurprise, Abhijeet

THOMASL. yerejustasimportant. Onetook — protests of the old Nasserites whowant toboy- | was that: the gentlementoher  vatiis sutfering trom verstonestandsupto  insemination. Spare a cheer won. If only Amit had sat on
‘FRIEDMAN pldce in the Egyptian Nile Delta  cott Israel, they will seize the opportunity and | leftwere drabandtalkedcric-  early menopause or Daddy. She’s a Miss for Rithaee (Sony), too. It got his hair. Idol was a sociological

townof Mahallaand the otherin  protest if they’re kept out. | ketlike it wasa dead insect. ison the verge ofin- Match (Star World)  sorealistic, wewere treatedto  phenomenon: the first time
the Suez Canal city of Ismailiya, Both these rau- Another message: This “Baghdad spring”will ~ Honestly, the commentaryis sanity: she was asfaras acting goes thesightofawoman’sfaceaf-  Abhijeet and Amit made our
cous Egyptian demonstrations were triggered by notblossom intosustainable democracyinanyof ~ sotired it yawns: Ravi Shastri swishing at Krishna butthere’soneman  terithad been sprayed with acquaintance. they were just
President Hosni Mubarak’s decision to sign the  these Arab states without a broader middle~class ' conveysameasure of excitem-  like the Million Dol- she canhandle, so acid. What'sencouraging regular lads; by last Saturday
first substantial trade agreement with Israelsince  and civil society institutions to support it. For too : ent,butthe othersare talking  /ur Babyinthe box- S C O P E what ifit's her fa- about the series s that it mir- they were unrecognisable.
Camp David. That decision brought Egyptian  long, US foreign policy was based on buying sta- - intheirsleep. Rise and shine ing ring, Kasauti's ther? Actually, when  rorsreal crimes against That’swhat TV can do: rob
workers from both areas into the streets. Why?  bility in the Arab world by supporting dictators, ' guys,or giveyour wicketaway.  PrernaissimperinginMrBa-  the fatherhappenstobe Ryan ~ womenyet managestoconvey  youof yourself.

Theywere not included in the new trade deal.

That’s a new Middle East. On December
14, Egypt, Israel and the US signed an accord
setting up three Qualified Industrial Zones
(QIZs) in Egypt. The deal stipulated that any
Egyptian company operating in one of these
QIZs that imports from an Israeli company at
least 11.7 per cent of the materials or services
can export the finished product to the US duty
free. This is a big deal for Egypt which does not
have a free-trade treaty with the US. The US
named Greater Cairo, Alexandria and Port
Said the three QIZs. Hence the protests from
the two big Egyptian manufacturing centres
thatwere left out.

According to Rashid Mohamed Rashid,
Egypt’simpressive new minister of foreign trade,
397 Egyptian companies have alreadysigned up to
participate in the QIZ progranime, mostof them
small and mediurm-size tirms. Many have already
gone to Israel to forge deals with Israeli suppliers
or started work with Israeli parmers toidentify ex-
port markets in the US, Some Israeli companies

who destroyed the independent press, political
parties, unions, real private sector and civil society
—everything except the mosque. Iraq is the stark-
estexample of this.

In the Middle East, democracy will not just |

spring up because autocrats fall down. It will arise
only if these countries develop, among other
things, export-oriented private sectors, which can
be the foundation for a vibrant middle~class that is
not dependent upon the state for contracts and
has a vital interest in an open economy, a free
press and its own political parties. The develop-
ment of such a private sector was crucial in de-
miocratising Taiwan and South Korea.
Thatiswhy, beyond Irag, America’s priorities
should be to sign a free-trade agreement with
Egyptand get Syria out of Lebanon, which would
free the dynamic private sector that already exists
there, but hasbeenstifled by Syria. Free Lebanon

and free Egypt’s economy and they will change !

the rest of the Middle East for us-—for free.

New York Times

They say every dayis petti-
coat junction on television. Yo,
butwhat the female charac-
tersneed are corsets to
straighten them out: Jassi’s ob-
session with her perfectly re-
volting boss continues even as
she istransformed from awet
henintoashampoo ad (that
too against her will), for no
other reason than to wow the
men. Purab’s mouth fell open
so that he could say, “You look
beautiful, Jassi™; the Band of
Boys fella, Karan Oberoi, be-
gantosing “Kalhona ho”
(why?). Imagine what will
happen to Armaan now that
he has persuaded himselfhe
loves Jassi for her (old) looks!

Meanwhile, Kyunki's Tulsi
has been reduced to ajailbird
who cannot attend her daugh-

ja)'s arms, Astitva’s Simran in
Abhi’s, Pooja in Ronit’s (Yeh
Meri Life Hai)...

‘Why, the most compelling
and positive female character
is rotund Mrs Pandey who ru-

her elbow.

O'Nealit’snot difficult: he’s
retained that boyish baby-
faced look of Love Story which
doesn’t allow you to take him
seriously. Alicia doesn’t as she
flouts his rules in his law firm,
and then gets him to say
he likes it. More power to

vention so thatyou are in-
volved in the drama more

Good going.

Indzan Idol (Sony) was

Indian Idol was great fun white it
lasted but the grand finale was too much of a
good thing. Finalists Abhijeet and Amit were

made to sing for their supper—repeatedly. To
no one’s surprise, Abhijeet won. The first
time Abhijeet and Amit made our

" acquaintance, they were just regular lads; by
last Saturday they were unrecognisable.

That’s what TV can do: rob you of yourself

the impression of artistic in-

than the incident, largely due
to the main protagonists who
have defining characteristics
that lend them individuality.

Like itsname, the comedy
L.OC (Star Plus)istotally out
of control. Telecast to coincide
with the Indo-Pak cricket se-
ries, it’s an insult to everything
comic. What possessed the
producers of the wonderful
Office Office to attempt such
nonsense? In an English
restaurant, the history of India
and Pakistan is being (re)writ-
tenbythe Indian cook and
Pakistani head waiter. Atro-
cious idea: the jokes about
Pakistanis and Indians are
tasteless and to enact the Par-
tition of the subcontinent over
abreast of tandoori chicken is
childish. Whoever thought
they could dish out Indo-Pak
relations insuch awayisavery
poor cook. Remind us never
to eat at this restaurant.




